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INDEX  TO  VOLUME  LII. 

{^General  directions.  For  things  happening  in  Great  Britain,  France,  &c.,  or  the  several  states,  see  their  own  proper  heads;  in  congress,  see  congress,  8ic, 


A. 

Abolition  of  slavery — [see  “ Massachusetts' ’ “ Pennsyl- 
vania..”]  A benevolent  act  arising  out  of  the  discus- 
sion concerning  it  84;  memorial  concerning  it  from 
Hamilton  colletm  to  the  legislature  of  New  York  98: 
notuvecase  147 

Accidents  36,  241,  373 

Adams,  John  Quincy — his  answer  to  a committee 
bringing  a token  of  respect  to  him  293;  his  letter  to 
William  Foster  concerning  banks,  &c.  359 

Africa,  American  colonies  in  62 

African  fable  389 

Agricultural  society  of  Louisiana  80 

Agricultural  speculations  223 

Alabama — elections  in  273,  335,  401,  405;  adjournment 
of  the  legislature  306 

Almonte,  Juan  N.,  his  letter  concerning  his  escape  from 
the  Texians,  &c.  " 65 

American  institute,  resolutions  adopted  by  the  242 
“ lakes,  extent  and  elevation  of  the  great  336 
“ merchants  132;  testimonial  to  them  259.  [See 
‘■Banks."] 

“ revolution,  anecdotes  and  incidents  of  the  99, 

222 

“ Sunday  school  union  243 

Amputation,  new  instrument  for  64 

Aneurism,  singular  case  of  372 

Apple  tree  86 

Appointments  by  the  president  and  senate  17,  39.  50 
Appointments  by  the  president  51,  195,  257,  273,  337, 

354 

Appropriations  by  congress  84 

Arkansas  116,  124;  \lections  in  385,  401 

Army — resign&tionsh  deaths,  &c.  63;  recruits  292; 

news  357;  generalWders  103,  150,212,324,  373 
Arnold, Benedict,  patvculars  concerning  his  treason  409 
Arnott,  Dr.  his  improtment  in  stoves  64 

Artesian  well  for  proaring  salt  water  80 

Ash,  Michael  W.,  hisVeception  at  Philadelphia  33 

Atheists — bills  in  the  legislatures  of  Massachusetts  and 
-New  York  for  the  protection  of  atheistical  wit- 
nesses I 43 

Augustus  Lang,  the  sip,  distressing  intelligence  con- 
cerning her  f 32 

Aurora  Borealis  80 

Azotes,  trade  with  the  67 

B. 

Baden,  Thomas  N.,  his  letter  concerning  a new  sort  of 
Indian  corn  47 

Badger  B.,  an  inmate  of  a lunatic  assylum,  edits  a 
paper  371 

Baltimore,  bank  statistics  of  32;  extensive  inundation 
at  241,  244,  265;  shipping  357 

Bange,  Frederick,  jr.,  his  death  386 

Banks — [see  ‘‘ Baltimore,"  British  affairs,"  "currency," 
"Vermont,"  &c.;]  in  Maine  35;  in  Ohio  66,  85;  in 
Virginia  66;  in  New  England  371;  at  Buffalo  64; 

in  Upper  Canada  353 

general  bank  law  reported  to  the  legislature  of  New 
York  . 36 

New  York  law  restraining  banking  36 

bank  of  England  and  the  American  merchants  132 
, see  p.  389 

southern  bank  paper  I47 

notices  by  the  banks  of  Metropolis,  Washington 
Virginia,  &c.  179 

proceedings  of  banks  in  several  cities  195 

banks  and  banking  capital  in  the  several  counties  of 
New  York  211 

proceedings  in  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Wash- 
ington city,  in  relation  to  banks  213  235 

abuses  of  banking  ’ 218 

address  of  the  anti-bank  convention  at  Harrisburg 
Pennsylvania  341 

U.  S.  Bank  stock  353 

increase  of  banks  355 

American  bank  bonds  390 

bank  exchanges  406 

Bank  of  the  United  Stales;  [see  “Congress.”] 
its  memorial  concerning  a report  of  the  secretarv  of 
the  treasury  ‘ 27 

correspondence  thereon  28 

notice  of  reports  concerning  it  to  the  legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  65 

report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  69 

report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  94 

Barron,  commodore  James,  tribute  of  respect  to  him 
on  his  resigning  the  command  of  the  navy  yard  at 
Ptnladelphia  309 

Barlow,  Henry,  his  death  64 


Beach  tree  a non-conductor  of  lightning  387 

Beardsley,  Samuel,  attorney  general  of  New  York — 
his  opinion  concerning  limited  partnerships  169 

Beaumarehai’s  claims  360 

Beet  sugar  148 

Belgium — private  fortune  of  the  queen  of  48 

Ben  Suerod,  the  steamboat,  criminal  negligence  and 
wanton  sacrifice  of  human  life  31;  public  meeting  at 
Natchez  concerning  221;  destruction  of  202 

Benton,  Thomas  H.;  [see  "Congress."] 
nominated  in  the  newspapers  for  the  presidency; 

his  toast  33 

his  speech  on  his  expunging  resolutions  57 

his  expected  arrival  at  St.  Louis  115 

his  letter  declining  a canvass  for  the  presidency  in 
1841  219 

his  letter  declining  to  visit  a county  in  Missouri  268 
Bermuda — imports  and  exports  64;  St.  George  declar- 
ed a free  warehousing  port  64 

Bermuda  case,  the  226;  [see  "law cases."] 

Berrien,  J.  M.  his  address  to  the  convention  of  the 
states  righis  party  in  Georgia  219 

Biddle,  Nicholas — his  letter  in  answer  to  a communica- 
tion from  certain  merchants  in  New  York  81;  his 
visit  to  Washington  146;  his  third  letter  to  J.  Q. 
Adams  183 

his  speech  at  the  opening  of  a rail  road  353 

Big  Kettle,  a Seneca  chief,  his  letter  264 

Binney,  James  G.,  indictment  against  117 

Bloomfield,  Hannah,  daughter  of  the  poet;  her  let- 
ter 243 

Bonaparte,  Louis  Napoleon  84;  his  letter  to  the  presi- 
dent of  U.  States  290 

Bonaparte,  Fierre  Napoleon  165 

Boston;  [see  "currency,  state  of  the,"  "insurance  com- 

panies," "money  matters,"  fyc.] 
fair  at  48;  cost  of  an  organ  in  48r  growth  of  > 64 

riot  at  266;  first  proclamation  of  mdependehce  at  361 
hereditary  office’itr  1 •’  , 405 

Botts.,Mr. — his  resolution  concerning  president  Jack- 
son  s conuucf  m r«lnti,,n  to  ihe  treasury  circular  87 
British*  affairs,  [see  "Banks"  "Foreign  Chronicle," 

"London f "Victoria,”  see  148,  149.] 

Bdalc’of  England — its  determination  to  sustain  edm- 
' mercial  credit  65;  its’suspenskm  in  .1707  of  specie 
payments'  ' s 182 

Bullion — exportation  of  gold  and  silver  from  Lon- 
don 38 

Cuba,  Spain  and  83 

Exports,  British  98 

Failures  in  London  225 

Glasgow,  mortality  in  37 

India — British  revenue  from  heathen  165 

Influenza  in  England  37 

Lotteries  in  England  48 

Marriage  brokers  in  London  64 

Money  market  65 

New  Grenada,  amity  between  Great  Britain  and,  re- 
stored 36 

Newspapers,  legal  provision  concerning  48 

Parliament,  opening  of,  king’s  speech  37 

Parties,  slate  of,  in  the  house  of  commons  38 
Politics,  British  413, 414, 415 

Poor  taxes  in  England  and  Wales  80 

Smithson’s  will,  claim  of  U.  States  under  38 

Brockport,  fire  at  80 

Buffalo,  city  bank  of  64 

Bustamente,  Anastasio,  president  of  Mexico,  his  inau- 

fural  address  204 

is  cabinet  209 

Butler,  Benjamin  F.,  attorney  general  of  United  States; 
his  opinion  on  certain  questions  arising  out  of  the 
bill  to  repeal  the  treasury  circular  26 

C. 

Calhoun,  John  C.,  [see  "Congress."] — his  speech  on 
the  expunging  resolutions  120 

extract  of  a letter  from  him  321 

California  85 

Cali,  R.  K.,  governor  of  Florida — his  letter  to  lieutenant 
Mitchell  32;  his  letter  concerning  gen.  Clinch  395 
Cambreleng,  C.  C.,  [see  "Congress" \ — statement  con- 
cerning an  alleged  letter  from  him  194 

Campbell,  David,  governor  of  Virginia,  [see  “ Vir- 
ginia.]— public  dinner  to  him  359 

Campbell,  J.  W, — his  sketches  of  the  early  pioneers  of 


Cass,  Lewis,  minister  to  France  64,  164;  his  address 
concerning  the  Florida  war  120 

Celibacy,  encouragement  of  female  48 

Chambers  of  commerce,  memorials  from  270 

Champion — his  alleged  attempt  to  assasinate  the  king 
of  the  French,  and  his  suicide  65 

C/turlceton,  S.  C.,  money  alluirs  in  66 

Cherokees,  general  Wool’s  address  to  the  292 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  147;  the  company  issues 
small  notes  273 

Chickasaws,  removal  of  the  337 

Chimney  building,  discovery  in  52 

Christian,  difficult  duties  of  a,  when  governor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts 32 

Chronometers  at  New  Bedford  51 

Church,  scene  in  a 356 

Cincinnati,  pork  trade  of  68 

Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.,  his  letter  on  the  currency,  &c  407; 

his  appeal  to  the  freemen  of  Mississippi  407 

Clay,  Henry,  [see  "Congress"] — his  remarks  on  the 
forms  of  installing  the  president  of  U.  States  5 

his  letter  on  his  having  presented  a petition  concern- 
ing Roman  Catholics  51 

his  letter  to  the  Kentucky  legislature  on  his  re-election 
to  the  United  States  senate  119 

his  letter  on  the  same  subject  to  a committee  in 
Ohio  119 

extract  of  a letter  from  him  to  a friend  in  Mo- 
bile 115 

extract  of  a letter  from  him  from  the  Richmond 
Whig  370 

Clinch,  gen.  D.  L. — his  answer  to  gov.  Cass  315 

Clinton,  De  Witt,  his  burial  place  403 

Coal  trade  35 

Colonization  society  242 

Commerce  of  the  Mediterranean  411 

CONGRESS. 

List  of  acts  passed  at  the  second  session  of  the  24th 
congress  25 

President’s  proclamation,  calling  an  extra  session  177 

1 sees1  o o 

otateof  parties  in  the  25th  congress 
Composition  of  the  house  of  representatives 

’ A. 

Absentees  from  H„  R.  proceedings,  concerning 
Adams,  Mr.  ’ 10, 11, 12,  14,  15,  16,  24 

Alabama,  investment  of  the  amount  of  tire  two  per 
cent,  fund  ' 4,  5,  7 

Alexandria,  relief  of  6 

Allan,  Wm.  C.  11,12 

Allyn,  captain  Francis,  relief  of  for  conveying  gen.  La- 
fayette to  U.  S.  5 

Amendments  to  the  constitution  12 

Anthony,  Mr.  11,  24 

Appropriations  for  the  Indian  department  and  Indian 
treaty  stipulations  1 

for  light-houses,  fortifications,  and  the  army  4 
for  the  naval  service  5,.  7,  8,  15 

for  old  harbors,  &c.  5,  7,  11,  12 

for  fortifications  5,  6, 10  11,  12,  15,  16,  24- 

for  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  7,  9,  12, 13,  15,  16 
for  survey  of  the  s.  w.  boundary  line  of  the  U.  S.  12 
for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  13 

for  the  military  academy  of  West  Point  13 

for  the  current  expenses  of  the  Indian  department, 
&c.  15 

during  the  session  of  1836-7  84 

Arbuckle,  Matthew,  relief  of  5 

Army  appropriation  bill  9,  10 

B. 

Bank  of  United  States — memorial  from,  denying  a 
statement  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  1;  see  3,  4, 

, . 27, 28 

resolution  concerning  the,  reported  by  a committee  10 

see  15 

resolution  concerning  government  stock  in  the  27 
Baron,  Bastrop,  claims  to  grants  under  1,  3 

Bell,  Mr.  9,  10, 11,  13,  15, 16,  24 

Benton,  Mr.  1,  2,  57,  158 


370 

194 

379 

13 


Ohio  64 

Canada  116 

Canals — Michigan  and  Illinois  canal  35 

enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal  51 

Cannon,  a strong  371 

Garey,  John,  a servant  of  Gen.  Washington  387 


Black,  Mr.  5 

Blair  and  Rives  elected  printers  to  the  senate  8 

Bond,  Mr.  9,  15 

Boon,  Mr.  9,  11 

Bouldin,  Mr.  - 10,  11 

Briggs,  Mr.  9,  11 

Brown,  Mr  1, 8, 157 

Buchanan,  Mr.  2 

Bynum,  Mr.  12 

C. 

Calhoon,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky  9 

Calhoun,  Mr.,  of  S.  C.  1,  5,  6,  7,  8,  23, 156,  157,  158, 

159 


Cog  43' 


JV 
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Cambreleng,  Mr.  8,  9,  10,11, 12,  13, 14, 15,  24, 

Campbell,  Mr.  4139 

Cazeaue,  Francis,  relief  of  * 5 

Chapin,  Mr.  10,  13,  15 

Chapman,  Mr.  %9 

Cherokees  6 

Chesapeake  bay,  examination  of  sea  coastsouth  of  the  8 

Childs,  Mr.  15 

Claims  on  the  United  States,  bill  for  examining  5 

Clay,  Mr.  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  23, 24,  157,  159 

Clerks  » 13 

Colonization  society  5 

Comet,  brig,  case  of  the  7 

Committee  of  correspondence  on  the  part  of  the  sen- 
ate with  H.  R.  8 

Congressional  documents,  compilation  of  5,  13 

Craig,  Mr.  13 

Crane,  Mr.  12 

Crary,  Mr.  10 

Creek  Indians  9,  15 

Crittenden,  Mr.  6,  8,  25 

Cumberland  road  13,  24 

Currency  in  payment  of  dues  to  U.  S.  8,  14,  27 

Cushing,  Mr.  12,  23 

Cuthbert,  Mr.  6, 23 

D. 

Davis,  Mr.,  of  Mass.  l,  2,  e,  7,  23 

Denny,  Mr.  9,11 

Deposite  banks,  report  concerning  agent  of  the  13, 
43;  report  of  the  minority  54,  74,  see  90 

Deposites,  public,  bill  to  appoint  a superintendant  of 
them  15 

District  of  Columbia — [see  “Slavery  in  D.  C.’’] 
bid  concerning  conveyances  in  1 

bill  authorising  the  erection  of  a hospital  in  Wash- 
ington 1 

bill  organizing  the  several  fire  companies  in  the  1,  14, 

15 

bill  amending  the  charter  of  the  Franklin  insurance 
company  1 

bill  chartering  the  insurance  company  of  Washing- 
ington  and  Georgetown  1 

bill  to  incorporate  the  Howard  institution  5,  15 

bill  to  prohibit  tne  inhabitants,  &c.  of  from  carrying 
deadly  weapons  10 

petition  concerning  a botanic  garden  in  W ashing- 
ton  10 

bill  chartering  the  Firemen’s  mutual  insurance  com- 
pany of  D.  C.  14 

Drayton,  Michael,  land  claims  of  his  heirs  5 

Dromgoole,  Mr.  12 

Dunlap,  Mr.  9,  24 

Duties  on  imports,  bill  for  reducing  1,  2,  3,  4,  14 
Duties  on  goods  destroyed  by  fire,  remission  of  14 

E 

Ewing,  Mr.  of  Ohio  2,  7 23 

Executive  departments,  [see  “White,  Hugh  L." J re- 
ports of  committees  concerning  the  administration  of 
the  134,139,170  184 

Executive  officers,  salaries  of  15,,  16 

Expungi-ng1  rcoolu CiOIlS  ^ ' ' *-c 

Fairfield,  Mr.  d,  >c  1 16 

Falmouth,  and  Alexandria  rail  road  company  8 
Fire  arms,  improvement  in  _ ■ 5 

Force,  Peter,  mayor  of  Washington,  communication 
from  him  \ 13 

Franking  privilege  13 

French  spoliations  prior  to  1800  39 

Fulton,  Mr.  3,  7 

Fulton,  heirs  of  Robert  13 

Funds,  unavailable  8 

G. 

Galbraith,  Mr.  10 

Gales  and  Seaton’s  state  papers  6 

Garland,  Mr.  of  Virginia  10, 13,  15,  43 

Garland,  Mr.  of  Lou.  14,  24 

Gholson,  Mr.  9,  14 

Gordon,  Francis  L.  B.  relief  of  his  heirs  5 

Granger,  Mr.  9,  24 

Graves,  Mr.  9,  10 

Grennell,  Mr.  11 

Griffin,  Mr.  12 

Grundy,  Mr.  5,  23,  25,  159 

II. 

Hamer,  Mr,  12,  16,  24 

Hannegan,  Mr.  9,  13,  14 

Harbors  - 9, 23,  24 

Hard,  Mr.  10 

Hardin,  Mr.  10,  11,  12,  14 

Hawes,  Mr  15,  24 

Haynes,  Mr.  8,  11,  13,  16 

Hendricks,  Mr.  6,  8 

Hoar,  Mr.  ' 11,12,  24 

Howard,  Mr.  9,  10, 12,  15,  29,  39 

Howell,  Mr.  15 

Hubbard,  Mr.  1,  8,  23 

Huntsman,  Mr.  12,  16 

I. 

Indian  affairs  1 

Ingersoll,  Mr.  10 

Ingham,  Mr.  10 

Insolvent  debtors  8,  15 

Inventors,  list  of  11 

Jamieson,  John,  relief  of  24 

Jarvis,  Mr.  8,  9,  10,  15 

Jenifer,  Mr.  12 

Jersey  city,  collection  district  and  port  of  entry  at  1,  3 

Johnson,  Richard  M.  vice  president  ofU.  S.  his  in- 
augural address  to  the  senate  25 


Johnson,  Mr.  of  Va. 
Johnson,  Mr.  of  Lou. 
Johnson,  Mr.  of  Tenn.  . 
Judicial  systifln  of  U.  S.‘ 

Rennon,  Mr. 

Rent,  *Mr. 


K. 


13 

11,  13,  14,  15 
• 13,  14,  15,  16,  24 
• * 9,  24 

13 
2,  3,  8 


Ring,  Mr.  of  Ala.  chosen  president  of  the  senate  25 
Ring,  Mr.  of  Geo.  7 

Knight,  Mr.  2,  3,  6 

L. 

Lafayette,  general  5 

Land  office  12 

Lane,  Mr  10,  14,  15,  24 

Lawrence,  Mr.  14, 16,  24 

Lee,  Mr.  G.  10 

Lewis,  Mr.  9,  15 

Library  5,  7 

Light-house  bill  5,  6,  24 

Light-houses,  buoys,  &,c.  4 

Lincoln,  Mr.  . 11,  139 

Linn  Mr.  _ 2, 23 

Loomis,  Walter  et  al.  relief  of  5 

Love,  Mr.  14 

Lyon,  Mr.  5,  8 

M. 

Macomb’s  instructions,  &c.  4,  15 

McCarty,  Mr.  14 

McComas,  Mr.  11 

McKay,  Mr.  9,  11,  12 

McKean,  Mr.  7 

McKeon,  Mr.  10,  11,  12 

Madison,  James,  his  MSS. 

Mann,  Mr.  A.  10,11,14,16,24 

Maps,  purchase  of  5 

Marine  corps  6 

Martin,  Mr.  11,  16 

Mason,  Mr.  of  Ohio  9 

Meade,  R.  W.  relief  of  his  executrix  14 

Mercer,  Mr.  9, 10,  11,  13,  14,  15,  16 

Message  from  the  president,  with  copy  of  convention 
with  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indians  1 

Message  from  the  president,  with  a letter  from  the  secre- 
tary of  war  ad  interim,  concerning  the  survey  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river  11 

Mexico  4,  9,  10,  12,  13,  29 

Michigan,  boundary  between  and  Wisconsin  1,  3,  5 

Military  academy  13 

Mississippi  river,  survey  of  the  mouth  of  11 

Missouri,  pivate  land  claims  in  1 

Moore,  Mr.  4,  5 

Morris,  Mr.  3,  7 

N. 

Naval  service,  enlistment  of  boys  in  the 
“ officers,  pay  of 
Navy  pension  fund 
Navy  jard  SjOuV.1  ef  Chesapeake  buy 
Niles,,  Mr.  1 % f , ,■  . , 

Norvellj  Mr.  r '«  • *• 

o.v  .t 

Durnno.  C 

P. 

Paintings  for  the  rotupdo 
Pa'rkCr,  MA  ' ' / 1 ; ‘ 

Patents,  list  pf  ' . , 

Pattonj  Mr. 

Pearce,  Mr.  D.  .1. 

Pennsylvania,  the  ship 
Pension  fund 

Pensions,  6;  office  of  commissioner  of 
Peyton,  Mr.  9,  10,  13,  15,  16,  24,  54 

Piatt’s  representatives,  claim  of  1 

Pickens,  Mr.  11,  12 

Pierce,  Mr.  of  N.  H.  11 

Pilots  5,  6,  15;  act  concerning  32 

Pope,  John,  governor  of  Arkansas;  official  acts  of  con- 
.rmed  1,  3 

Post  office  department  5,  6,  10,  12,  15 

President  elect;  communication  from,  to  the  senate  5 
Preston,  Mr.  1,  2,  5, 6,  7, 8 

Privateer,  Lydia  5 

Public  lands  156;  official  instructions  and  opinions  con- 
cerning them,  to  be  compiled,  3,  4 — see  5,  14 


15 

15 

5 

1 

2,  6,  157 

1,  6,  8 


' ’ . 12 

‘ 1,4-9,  12 
’ • 11 

9,  11,  14,  24 
8,  9,  11,  24 
8,  15 
23 
1,  3 


Spain,  treaty  with 

Speaker’s  address  at  the  close  of  the  24th  congress 
Spence,  Mr. 

State  department,  communications  from  the 
Stone,  David,  relief  of 


Rail-roads 

8 

Reed,  Mr. 

8,  9,  11 

Relief  of  petitioners 

6,8 

Relief  vessels 

1 

Rencher,  Mr. 

15,  16 

Report  of  the  committee  on  the  agency  at  the  treasury, 

for  the  deposite  banks 

43 

Reynolds,  Mr. 

9,  10 

Riagely,  Charles  G. — relief  of 

5 

Rives,  Mr. 

1,  5,  7,  23 

Roads 

7,  13 

Robertson,  Mr. 

10,  13,  16,  24 

Robinson,  Mr. 

6,  156,  157 

Ruggles,  Mr. 

Rules,  suspension  of  the  6, 

S. 

6 

8,  13,  14,  15,  16 

Santa  Anna 

9 

Senate — extra  session  of  the 

25 

“ new  members  of  the 

25 

“ executive  proceedings  of  the 

103 

Sevier,  Mr. 

3,25 

Shepar  1,  Mr.  W.  B. 

12,  14 

Shepperd,  Mr.  A.  H. 

13 

Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 

3,7 

Smith,  Mr. 

9,  13,  24 

Smith,  Samuel,  relief  of 

5 

Southard,  Mr. 

3, 6,  23 

Storer,  Mr.  W.  B. 
Strange,  Mr. 
Surplus  revenue 
Sutherland,  Mr. 


T. 


1 

24 
3 
11 
5 
13 
1 

6,  8,  10 

8,  9,  11, 13, 14,  15,  16, 24 


Tallmadge,  Mr.  25 

Tariff  5 

Texas  4,  6,  7,  9, 12 

Thomas,  Mr.  9,  12,  16,  24 

Thompson,  Mr.  of  S.  C.  10,  12,  15, 16 

Thompson,  Mr.  of  Ohio  9 

Tobacco  12 

Tombigbee  association  6,  15 

Tomlinson,  Mr.  ] 

Treasury  department,  communications  from  the  12 
Turrill,  Mr.  11,  16 

U. 

Underwood,  Mr.  10,  14  24 

V.  ’ 

Vanderpoel,  Mr.  9, 11, 12,  15,  24 

Vicksburg,  a port  ot  entry  g 

Vinton,  Mr.  9,  14, 15 

Volunteers  of  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  &c.  9 

W. 

Walken  Mr.  1,  4, 5, 6, 7, 8,  23, 156, 157, 158 


Wall,  Mr. 

Ward,  Mr. 

Ward  well,  Mr. 

Washington,  Mr. 

Webster,  Mr.  of  Massachusetts 
Webster,  Mr.  of  Ohio 
West  Point 

White,  Mr.  of  Kentucky 
Whitney,  R.  M. 

Whittlesey,  Mr. 


4,  5,  6,  23 
11,24 
9,  11,  14, 15 
14 

2,  3,  4,  23,  157 
13 
13,  24 
12 

13, 16, 43,  47,  54,  74,  91 
9,  10,  12,  13 


Williams,  Mr.  of  North  Carolina  10,  16 

Williams,  Mr.  of  Kentucky  H 

Wisconsin  1,  3 . 

Wise,  Mr.  15,  16,  33, 134,  139,  170,  184 

Wright,  Mr.  1,  5,  6, 8, 23 

Yeas  and  Nays  in  the  senate 
on  a motion  concerning  duties  on  salt  2 

on  a motion  concerning  duties  on  foreign  coal,  coal 
screenings,  &c.  2 

on  a motion  concerning  duties  on  button  moulds  2 

on  a motion  concerning  duties  on  wines  " 2 

on  a motion  concerning  duties  on  china,  porcelain, 
&c.  2 

on  a motion  concerning  dutieson  olive  oil  3 

on  ordering  the  bill  for  redwing  duties  to  be  en- 
grossed for  its  third  readiig  3 

on  laying  on  the  table  a mown  to  receive  a petition 
for  abolishing  slavery,  &c.  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  , . ..  _ _ . i 

on  „ tin  Din  for  the  reduction  ot 

duties  3 

on  another  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  &c.  3 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  3 

on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  tie  committee  of  foreign 
relations  concerning  Texas  4 

on  considering  a resolution  acknowledging  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas  4 

on  a motion  10  lay  on  the  table  a bill  proposing  ad- 
vances to  Alabama  and  Mississippi  4,  5 

on  a motion  to  strike  out  a provision  concerning  the 
distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue  6 

on  the  bill  anticipating  the  payment  of  French  and 
Neapolitan  indemnities  6 

on  laying  on  the  table  Mr.  Walker’s  resolution,  ac- 
knowledging the  independence  of  Texas  6 

on  Mr.  Norvell’s  amendment  thereto  7 

on  the  original  resolution  7 

on  purchasing  Mr.  Madison’s  MSS-  7 

on  an  amendment,  concerning  Texas,  to  the  appro- 
priation bill  7 

on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  old  harbors  7 
on  laying  on  the  table  a motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
concerning  Texas  7 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  8 

on  insisting  on  an  amendment  to  the  fortification 
bill  8 

on  adhering  to  said  amendment  23,  24 

on  agreeing  to  a report  of  the  judiciary  committee  25 
on  the  nomination  of  William  Smith,  as  a judge  of 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  103 

on  a resolution  concerning  the  investment  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  certain  Indian  lands  103 
on  reconsidering  a vote  concerning  the  cession  of 
the  public  lands  158 

Yeas  and  Nays  in  the  House  of  Kepresentatives. 
on  an  amendment  to  the  fortification  bill,  directing 
a deposite  with  the  states,  &c.  11 

on  a farther  amendment  to  the  same  bill,  on  the  same 
subject  11 

on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  read- 
ing 11 

on  ordering  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading  tho 
bill  designating  and  limiting  the  funds  receivable 
for  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  14 

on  a motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the  bill  to  prohibit  the 
sale  of  public  lands,  except  to  actual  settlers  14 
on  disagreeing  to  an  amendment  of  the  senate  to 
the  fortification  bill  15 

on  insisting  on  the  disagreement  16 

on  a motion  that  the  house  of  representatives  recede 
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from  its  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the 
senate  to  the  fortification  bill  24 

On  a motion  that  the  house  of  representatives  adhere 
to  its  disagreement  to  that  amendment  24 

On  the  discharge  ot  R.  M.  YVhitney  from  the  cus- 


tody of  the  house 
Yell,  Mr. 


-[see  ‘‘paupers.”] 


‘Con- 


Connecticut,  election  in  405  _ . 

Conspiracy  of  laborers  291 

Constitution,  U.  S.  frigate  32 

Consumption  (chronic  bronchitis)  332 

Convention  of  business  men  300,  353,  373 

Cooke,  captain,  the  vessel  in  which  he  circumnavi- 
gated the  globe  . 135 

Cooper,  captain  Samuel,  appointed  chief  clerk  of  the 
war  department  61 

Cooper,  doctor  Thomas,  his  letter  concerning  a na- 
tional bank  325 

Cotton,  sales  of  64;  duties  on  raw  67;  exports  ^.f  370; 

trade  67,  86;  factories  80,  393;  exports  ot  370 

Counterfeiters  164 

Court  martial,  military  . 84 

Court  of  inquiry  at  Frederick,  Maryland  32,  71 

Creek  Indians — |see  “Con ftps*  ”1  356 

“Crime  and  control’’  , 16o 

Croghan,  colonel  George,  a medal  presented  to  him , 66 
Cuba — [see  “British  affairs,”  “ Huskisson , William.’’] ~ 
Views  of  Spain,  concerning  254 

United  States  and  . 83 

Currency,  its  state,  and  miscellaneous  items,  &c.  re- 
la  iug  to  it  100,  113  129,161,209,226,243,258, 
273,291,  305,  322  371 

reports  on  the,  in  the  Pennsylvania  convention  215 
Dalhousie,  death  of  the  earl  of  64 

Dallas,  George  M appointed  minister  to  Russia  17,  80 
proposed  tribute  of  respect  to  him  36 

his  speech  at  a dinner  given  to  him  119 

Dane,  Nathan,  tribute  ol  respect  to  his  memory  by  the 
legislature  of  Wisconsin  48 

Davenport,  Ttiomas,  his  electro-magnetic  discovery  379 
Deaths,  statistics  concerning  . 48,  389 

Deposife  banks — [see  “Congress.’’] 

Di  strict  of  Columbia,  slavery  in  the  370 — [see 
gress,”  "Massachusetts “ Pearce , Dutee  J.”J 
Diving,  useful  .61 

Domestic  chronicle — [see  “miscellaneous  articles.”]  32, 
43,  64,  80,  96,  112,  123,  144,  160,  176,  177,  192,  208, 
224,  2a0,  256,  272,  304,  336,  352,  36 3 
Downs,  Molly,  a revolutionary  pensioner  99 

Duelling,  practical 'satire  on  69 

Durant,  the  eeronaui,  turns  silk  manufacturer  32 

D’ Wolf,  James,  his  letter  on  the  currency,  &e.  406 

Earthquakes  80,  211 

Eaton,  John  H.  minister  to  Spain,  his  address  on  be- 
ing presented  to  theVueen  51 

Editorial  convention  inlTennessee  202 

Editorial  notices  1,  16,  \7,  33,  49,  65,  81,  97,  113,  129, 
145,  161,  177,  193,  20,  225,  241t257,  273,  239,  305, 
.,321.  337.  353,369,  38  401 

Editors — [see  ‘ Press.’’]  retirement  of  J.  J.  Marshall, 
senior,  editor  of  te  Louisville  City  Gazette  80 
convention  of,  in  Ketiucky  80 

Egypt  I 413 

Elliott,  captain  Jesse  D(  his  letter  to  the  British  consul 
at  Cadiz  85;  his  hunine  conduct  85 

Ellsworth,  Henry  L. — [see  “Patent  office.”] 
his  letter  concerning  a new  species  of  Indian  corn 

47 

Everett,  Edward,  governor  of  Massachusetts,  his  speech 
to  the  prison  discipline  society  263 

Evidence— [see  “Atheists:'] 

Exploring  expedition  164,  259,  379 

Fanning,  colonel  A.  C.  W.  his  report  of  an  action  with 
the  Seminole  Indians  31 

Featherstonhaugh,  G.  W.  his  geological  report  64 
Fire  arms,  board  tor  examining  improvements  in  64 
Fires  32,  38,  64,  80,  165 

Fish,  large  number  of,  landed  80;  Fish  storm  356 
Florida,  war  in  17.  30,  33,  37,  49,  50,  65,  71,  82,  97,  98, 
1 13,  120,  132,  146,  163,  243,  225,  227,  260,  273, 
289,  292,  305,  315,  321,  337,  353,  385,  386,  395, 
401;  the  Dade  ma-sacre  254 

law  for  taking  the  census  of  64 

Flour  combination  387 

Foreign  chronicle — [see  “miscellaneous  articles.”]  48, 
64,  80,  132,  148,  183,  192,  224,  225,227,  255,  257,  289, 
321,  337,  359 

Forsyth,  John,  rumor  of  his  resignation  of  the  office  of 
secretary  of  state  33,  50 

France — [see  “Foreign  Chronicle,’’  “Louis  Philippe.’’] 
Address  to  the  king,  a singular  one  64 

Address  to  the  king  by  British  and  American  “sub- 
jects’’ 33 

Appanage  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  the  queen  of 
Belgium  33;  his  marriage  an? 

Beet  sugar  in  148 

Duelling  in  413 

England,  relations  with  38 

Expedition  against  Constantine  38 

Finances  38 

Fires,  extinguishment  of  33 

Military  execution  in  52 

Ministry,  organization  of  the  225 

Naval  service  of,  improvement  in  the  193 

Presentation  at  the  court  of  125 

Russian  complaint  38 

State  of  tilings  in  389 

Sugars,  trade  of,  in  foreign  48 

United  States,  debt  to  the  33 

Fraud,  without  fraudulent  intention  118 


French  claims  on  the  United  States  322,  360 

French  exploring  expedition  259 

French  indemnity,  51,  64,  69,  83,  145,  306 

French  trea-y,  rejected  claims  under  the  115 

Fugitive  slaves  34 

Fur  traders,  battle  of,  with  the  Indians  50 

Gaines,  general  E.  P. — Opinion  of  the  court  of  inquiry 
concerning  the  campaign  in  Florida  conducted 
by  him  72 

movements  of  97,241 

Gale  at  Malaga  36 

Game  at  the  south  388 

Gates,  major  113 

Georgia,  elections  in  405 

Germans  in  the  United  States  357 

Giraffes  48 

Grand  Turk,  the  American  ship;  British  outrage  on 
her  66 

Greenhow,  Robert,  special  message  to  Mexico  292 
Gustavus  4th,  ex-king  of  Sweden,  his  death  80 

Hamilton,  James,  of  South  Carolina,  his  letter  to  Nicho- 
las B/ddle  312 

Hanover,  crown  of  372 

Harper,  F.  J,  his  death 

Savana  “72 

ayti  32, 402 

Haywood,  W.  H.  appointed  charge  d’affaires  to  Bel- 
gium 17 

Heifer,  an  extraordinary  48 

Henderson,  colonel  Archibald,  his  report  concerning 
military  movements  in  Florida  31 

Henshavv,  David,  his  answer  to  an  invitation  to  Wor- 
cester, Massachusetts  340 

Hill,  Isaac,  governor  of  New  Hampshire,  his  answer 
to  an  invitation  to  Worcester,  Massachusetts  340 
Hoax,  profitable  80 

Horsey,  Outerbridge,  his  address  to  the  citizens  of' 
Frederick  county,  Maryland  124 

Houses,  toll  337 

Houston,  Samuel,  president  of  Texas,  his  message  to 
the  Texan  congress  237 

his  address  to  the  Texan  army  262 

Huntsman,  Adam,  extract  of  a letter  from  him,  declin- 
ing a re-election  194 

Huskisson,  William,  extract  from  his  speech  on  the  re- 
lations between  Great  Britain  and  Mexico  67 

Illinois,  proceedings  and  adjournment  of  the  legisla- 
ture 80 

governor  Duncan’s  proclamation  convening  an  ex- 
tra session  of  the  legislature  291;  his  message  to 
the  legislature  359;  its  adjournment  355;  resolu- 
tions adopted  373 

Immigrants,  pauper  226,  242,  409 

Imports  into,  and  exports  from,  the  United  States  212 
Imprisonment  for  debt  259 

India,  heathen  165 

Indiana,  elections  in  385,  401 

Indian  corn,  new  sort  of  47 

Indian  (east  356;  Indian  princess  357;  Indian  treaties 
403,411;  skeleton  of  an  Indian  405 

Indian  titles,  extinguishment  of  69 

Indians — [see  “Congress."’]  battle  of  the  fur  traders 
with  the  50 

western  99,  335;  Creek  118;  emigrating  403,  410 
Ingersoll,  Charles  J.  his  address  to  the  people  of  the 
third  congressional  district  of  Pennsylvania  268;  his 
address  to  the  democrats  of  the  same  district  290;  his 
correspondence  with  a New  York  committee  369 
Insurance  companies,  losses  of  the  Boston  80 

Iron  52 

Islands,  floating  371 

Jackson,  Andrew,  ex-president  of  the  United  States, 
his  farewell  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  16,  17;  read  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  Pennsylvania  33 

his  reasons  for  not  acting  definitively  on  the  bill  de- 
signating and  limiting  the  funds  receivable  for 
the  revenues  of  the  United  States  • 26 

address  to  him  from  the  Washington  corporate  au- 
thorities, and  his  answer  40 

address  of  foreign  ministers  to  him  18;  his  answer  20 
his  departure  from  Washington  city  17;  army  order 
concerning  it  39 

his  pecuniary  losses  as  president  34;  his  health  34 
address  to  him  from  Albemarle  county,  Virginia,  and 
his  answer  40 

his  arrival  at  Nashville  84;  his  answer  to  an  address 
from  the  citizens  of  that  place  104 

his  answer  to  a Pennsylvania  committee  147 

contradiction  of  a statement  concerning  his  pecu- 
niary affairs  193 

his  answer  to  Hugh  L.  White’s  testimony  before  a 
committee  295 

extracts  of  letters  from  him  concerning  publie  af- 
fairs 369 — [see  402.] 

E10  Jotltir  to  ffPlIfirnl  rTr<  .11  oriole 

[See  “Botts,  Mr.’’  “White,  Joseph  M.”] 

Jacquard  loom 
Java,  poisoned  valley  of 

Jefferson,  Thomas,  his  letter  to  a Roman  cardinal 
Jesup,  general  T.  S.  his  report  concerning  the  war  in 
Florida  30 — [see  132.] 

Johnson,  Richard  M.  oath  of  office  administered  to 
him  as  vice  president  of  the  United  States  16 
his  declaration  of  political  opinions  321 

Jones,  John  Paul,  extract  of  a letter  from  him  85 

Kendall,  Amos,  pos’master  general  of  the  U.  States — 
[see  “Congress.”  “Law  cases.”] 
his  letter  concerning  a western  express  mail  52 
his  letter  in  answer  to  R.  Wicklifle  253 

his  circular  concerning  express  mails  290 


his  answer  to  an  invitation  to  Philadelphia  309 

his  answer  to  an  exposition  of  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury  in  the  case  of  Stockton  et  al.  318 

his  answer  to  a proposition  to  collect  newspaper  sub- 
scriptions through  the  department  355 

his  proposed  temporary  absence  from  the  depart- 
ment 370 

his  letter  concerning  payments  to  mail  contractors 

409 

Kendall,  Samuel,  jr. — [see  “Treasury  Department.'’] 
Kentucky,  governor  Clarke’s  letter  declining  to  call  an 
extra  session  of  the  legislature  325 

elections  in  385,401 


34 

132 

17 

263 

404 

64 

219 

85 


335 

394 

118 

221 


King,  William  R.  offered  a mission  to  Austria 
Labor  85;  in  Europe 

Labranche,  Alcee,  appointed  charge  to  Texas 
Lake  Superior  195 — {see  386.] 

Lamar,  Mirabeau  B.  his  letter  on  Texan  politics 
Lavalette,  Madame 

Lavaugugon,  dea  hof  the  duke  dm  . 

Law,  Joint,  account  of  his  Mississippi  scheme 
Law  cases — [sec  “Slaves,  trials  concerning.”] 

Forgery,  trials  of  Benjamin  Raithbun 
Insurance,  Simpson  as.  Charleston  Fire  and  Mai,,,,. 

insurance  uompany,  the  “Bermuda  case’’  226 
Legacy,  the  Smithsonian,  United  Siates  vs.  Drum- 
mond 51 

Mandamus,  United  States,  on  the  relation  of  Stock- 
ton,  Stokes  et  ah  as.  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster 
general — [see  “Kendall,  Amos.”  “Maxcy,  Vir- 
gil.’’] 225,  229,  247,  260,  274;  289,  305,  320,  344, 
335 

Mercantile  assignments,  in  re  Seneca  Stewart  388 
Nuisance,  King  as.  Moor  48 

Partnership,  special,  Phillips  as.  Stewart  and  Hone  6k 
Partnership,  limited,  opinion  of  the  attorney  general 
of  New  York  169 

Prescription  rights,  ancient  lights,  McCrady  as. 

Thompson  259 

Writ  de  liomine  replegiando,  case  of  Dixon  the  slave 

370,  386 

Riot,  convictions  of  flour  rioters  in  New  York  51 
Slavery,  Sollers  as.  negro  Ephraim  387 

Stage  drivers,  Wrightirigton  148 

Lawrence,  Abbot,  [see  “Congress,”] — his  letter  con- 
cerning a new  species  of  Indian  corn  47 

his  answer  to  an  invitation  to  a public  dinner  89 
Lee,  major  Henry,  his  death  33 

publication  of  what  he  had  completed  of  his  life  of 
Bonaparte  356 

Leigh,  B.  W.,  resolutions  of  the  Virginia  legislature 
condemning  his  doctrine  of  the  alleged  right  of  in- 
struction 34 

report  of  a select  committee  on  his  letter  resigning 
his  seat  in  the  United  States  senate  63 

Liberia  37,  72;  Maryland  in  354 

Liverpool,  memorial  of  American  merchants  in,  con- 
cerning their  letters  and  parcels  64 

new  custom-house  at  389 

Livingston,  Edward,  tribute  to  his  memory  by  the  le- 
gislature of  Guatamala  68 

Lockhart,  J.  G.  his  life  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  48 

Logging  in  Maine  142 

London,  [see  “British  affairs,”] — consumption  of  food 
in  63;  bill  of  mortality  in  80;  fires  in  165 

Lorich  Severin,  Swedish  charge  d’affaires,  his  death  33 
Lotteries,  [see  “British  affairs,”]  a high  prize  48 

Louis  Philippe,  king  of  the  French,  singular  address  to 
him  64 

another  attempt  to  assassinate  him  65 

the  richest  man  on  earth  85 

Louisiana,  gov.  White’s  reasons  for  refusing  to  call  an 
extra  session  of  the  legislature  250 

Lyndhurst,  lord,  attack  on,  by  Mr.  Shiel  87 

McKenney,  heut.  Win.  E.  letter  from  87 

Macon,  Nathaniel,  his  death  289:  his  funeral  372 

Mails,  U.  S.  [“see  118,  “Kendall  Amos,” j a robber  car- 
rier apprehended  ' 32 

irregularity  of  40;  robbery  of  64;  new  arrange- 
ments . 242 

letters  by  express  mail  290;  improvements  102 

McPherson,  Edward  B.  his  publication  concerning  a 
robbery  at  Frederick,  Md.  102 

Maine,  [see  “Banks,”]  resolutions  of  the  legislature 
concerning  the  North  Eastern  Boundary  35 

payment  in  gold  of  part  of  her  share  of  the  surplus 
revenue  . 80 

logging  in  142;  elections  in  337 

Maltitz,  Baron  George  Von  [see  “Mehemet  Ali.”] 
Manufactures  52,  86 

Marcy,  Wm.  L.  governor  of  New  York,  his  message 
concerning  the  suspension  biil  211 

his  letter  concerning  small  notes  355 

Marriage  brokers  . 64 

Martinez,  F.  P.  appointed  minister  from  Mexico  to  U. 

States  354 

Maryland,  passage  of  a bill  amending  the  constitu- 
tion 33;  synopsis  of  it  73 

adjournment  of  the  legislature  49 

her  disposition  of  her  share  in  the  surplus  revenue  83 
reform  convention  in  124,  203 

report  of  the  select  committee  concerning  the  law 
indemnifying  sufferers  under  the  Baltimore  riots  127 
elections  in  225,  321,  337,  353  ,470 

governor’s  proclamation  for  congressional  elec- 
tion . 242 

Massachusetts,  old  laws  concerning  courtship  and 
scolding  32 

growth  of  64;  public  schools  in  68 

resolutions  of  the  legislature  concerning  slavery  in 
D.  C.  87;  rescission  of  them  by  the  senate  97,  1 50 
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fair  of  the  charitable  mechanics’  institution  370 
population  of,  [see  “ Christian .’’J  336 

McDuffie,  George,  his  answer  to  an  invitation  to 
Georgia  337 

Maxcy,  Virgil,  [see  “ Law  cases,  Mandamus."] 
his  reply  to  A.  Kendall  in  the  case  of  Stockton,  &c.  320 
his  reply  to  Mr.  Kendall’s  report,  in  the  same  case, 
to  the  president  330 

Mehernet  Ali,  visit  of  Baron  Von  Maltitzto  him  126 
Msllon,  captain  Charles,  tribute  to  his  memory  66 
‘Merchant.  The,’’  a newspaper  209 

Merchants’  bonds  165 

Mexico — .[see  “ Almonte,  Juan  N,"  “Bustamante,  Anasta- 
sia," “Congress,”  “United  States."]  report  on  relations 
of  U.  S.  with  29 

shock  of  an  earthquake  in  the  city  of  Mexico  80 
capture  of  the  brig  gen.  Urreh  193,  289 — see  49,  65, 
83,  97,  98,  113,  120,  163,  168,  209,  225,  228,  241,' 
248,273,  292,309,351,362,402 
Michigan — [see~“Congress.”J  geological  survey  of  48 
Sault  de  St.  Marie  116 

adjournment  of  the  legislature  306 

resolutions  of  the  republican  state  convention  at 
Ann  Arbor  971 

Miscellaneous  articles  352,  368,  384, 400,  416 

Mississippi,  message  of  governor  Lynch  207 

resolutions  in  the  house  of  representatives  concern- 
ing the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  union  258 

elections  in  385,  401,  405 

Missouri,  electionSrijn  405 

Mobile,  rents  at  48 

Mobs,  petition  concerning  indemnity  from  32 

Mobs,  co  victions  of  flourrioters  in  New  York  51 

Monasierio,  Mr.  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  relations, 
his  protest  248 

Money  matters  113,  129,  145,  257 

Monk,  Maria,  proposed  meeting  in  Montreal  concern- 
ing 64 — see  125 

her  alleged  admission  that  she  is  an  imposter  370 

Montevideo  195 

Morocco,  treaty  with  33 

Mouth  writing  86 

Nantucket  63 

Naples,  indemnity  from  84,3.5 

National  courtesies  306 

Native  American  association  at  Washington,  D.  C., 
organization  and  proceedings  of  the  361 

Navy,  the,  naval  civilities  68,  226;  courts  martial  36, 
292,  370,  4u3;  news  36,  224,  227,  292,  373;  pension 
fund,  how  created  194 

proposed  navy  yard  on  the  S.  Atlantic  coast  259 

Newspapers— [see  Brit'sh  affairs”]  48,  80,  116,  209, 

389,  402,  404 

New  Grenada — [see  British  affairs .’’J  67,  85,  412 

New  Hampshire,  elections  in  49 

reception  of  a governor  seventy  years  ago  255 

republican  convention  at  Concord  386 

New  Orleans,  money  pressure  in  33,  49  [see  “ Curren- 
cy,, tyc."  “ Money  matters.".] 

Srice  of  newspapers  in  80;  specie  in  98 

Tew  Orleans  and  Nashville  rail  road  company  64 
New  York,  state  of — [see  “Banks,"  “Canals."] 
academies  and  colleges  in  52;  banks  in  195,  354 
statistics  of  243 

extracts  from  the  address  of  the  general  republican 
committee  of  Albany  289;  the  address  326 

New  York,  city  of — [see  “ Currency , tyc."  “ Money  mat- 
ters"] the  burnt  district  32;  commerce  of  355 

coroners  inquests  and  accidents  36 

election  of  mayor  113 

flour,  price  of  35,  48;  flour  rioters  51 

importation  of  wheat  and  rye  35 

Loco-foco  meeting  273 

merchants  of  145 

money  pressure  in,  and  proceedings  thereon  33,  49, 

65,  66,  81,  82,  97 

paupers,  mayor’s  message  concerning  foreign  250;  re- 
port of  committee  concerning  them  265;  regulation 
meeting  32 

Tammany  hall,  meeting  at  375 

Nicholson,  captain  J.  J.  his  letter  concerning  Ameri- 
can colonies  in  Africa  62 

Niles  Wm.  Ogden,  announces  the  proposed  transfer  of 
the  Register  to  Washington,  (see  editorial  nolices)353 
Norris,  Mr.  his  locomotive  engine  242 

North  Carolina,  cotton  factories  in  80 

elections  in  353,  370,  385,  401 

North  Carolina,  U.  S.  ship  373,403 

North  eastern  boundary  35,  253,  289,  306,  321,  354, 

360,  336,  403 

Norway,  relations  of  U.  S.  with  98 

Ohio,  banks  in  66;  statistics  of  35;  state  loan  306 

proceedings  of  .the  whig  state  convention  323 

Ontario,  U.  8.  ship  402 

Opium,  consumption  of  in  China  Ot 

Paine,  captain  Thomas,  U.  S.  navy,  his  letter  226 

Paris,  economy  of  80 

foreigners  in  118 

Parkhil,  gen.  S.  his  letter  to  gov.  Call  397 

Parkins,  ex-sheriff  356 

Patent  office,  official  notices  48,  322 

Paupers,  proposed  sale  of,  in  Connecticut  48 

a rich  English  pauper  80 

Peach  trees  64 

Pea  patch  island,  including”  fort  Delaware,  to  be 
sold  64 

Pearce,  D itee.T. — [see  “Congress."]  his  letter  concern- 
ing slavery  in  D.  C.  392 

Pedcstrianism  80 

Penn,  William,  his  letter  to  the  emperor  of  Cavado  402 
Pennsylvania — [see  “Bank  of  U.  States." J 
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appropriation  by  the  legislature  for  internal  improve 
ment,  and  the  governor’s  veto  84,  97,  104 
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convention  for  amending  the  constitution  of  145, 

241,  305,  380 

democratic  convention  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia  41 

its  resolutions  and  nominations  to  federal  offices  41 
its  address  to  the  president  elect  of  the  U.  S.  41 
proceedings  of  the  Union  convention  167 

election  in  273;  public  works  of  35 

the  legislature  rejects  the  bill  for  granting  trial  by 
jury  to  fugitive  slaves  34 
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wool  growing  in  Beaver  county  32 

Pennsylvania,  the  U.  13.  ship  308,  321,  322,  332 

Peruque  village,  a frontier  history  255 

Petrifactions,  human  80 

Philadelphia — [see  “ Currency , fyc."  “ Money  matters."] 
motley  affairs  in  33,  66,  82;  deaths  in  116 

Pme  lands  and  pine  lumber  404 

Plumbago  . 388 

1 oindexter,  George,  dangerous  accident  to  him  48:  Ids 
letter  correcting  his  own  oDituary  139 

Poinsett,  Joel  R.  appointed  secretary  of  war  17,  33 
his  declaration  that  the  administration  would  pro- 
pose measures  for  restoring  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  305 

his  speech  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  359 

Pollard,  Richard,  his  letter  concerning  the  murder  of 
his  son  by  a Texian  officer,  to  the  president  of  Tex- 
as 330 

Pompeii  117 

Pontois,  E.  M.  minister  from  France  to  U.  S.  113 

Population,  singular  fact  concerning  48 

Portugal — [see  ‘ Slave  trade  .”]  38 

royal  order  to  collectors  51;  circular  to  agents  abroad  51 
claims  of  citizensof  U.  Sates  on  21] 

Postmasters  and  newspapers  , 48 

Post  office  department,  order  concerning  specie  pay- 
ments 178 

changes  in  post  offices,  &c.  306 

Pottowatomies  the  322 

Press — [see  “Editors,"  “Newspapers."]  proposed  con- 
vention of  the  printers  of  New  Jersey  80 

Presbyterianism,  statistics  of  in  U.  States  69 

Prisons,  statistics  of  52 

Property,  evanescence  of  260 

Public  dinners  98 

Public  lands,  debate  in  the  senate  on  the  cession  of 

„ *e  156 

Pre-emption  laws  266 

Quarantine  laws,  violation  of  the,  by  a British  mer- 
chant vessel  226,  242 

Quarrying,  punishment  for  dangerous  modes  of  ’ 80 
Quebec,  fire  at  64 

Quick,  Elizabeth,  a working  woman  99 

Rags,  trade  in  99 

Rail  roads  64;  their  effect  in  increasing  travelling  80; 

improvements  337;  accidents  on  86 

Randolph,  John,  his  mode  of  obtaining  specie  payment 
from  a hank  258 

Randolph,  Thomas  J.  declines  an  appointment  under 
an  Indian  treaty  64 

Rathbun,  Benjamin — [see  “Law  cases."]  his  extensive 
business  36 

Renshaw,  commodore,  James,  notice  of  charges 
against  him,  and  his  defence  32 

Ritchie,  Thomas,  editor  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer, 
his  “cursory  sketches”  of  a visit  to  Washington 
city  42 

Ritner,  Joseph,  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  his  message 
vetoing  a certain  bill  104 

his  proclamation  declining  to  convene  the  legisla- 
ture 200 

Rives, Wm.  C. — [see  “Congress."]  his  opinions,  &c  390 
Roane,  Win.  II.  elected  a U.  S.  senator  from  Vir- 
ginia 64 

Rome,  population  of  48 

Robbery  at  Frederick,  Md.  101;  extraordinary  390 
Russell,  lord  John,  his  address  to  the  electors  of 
Stroud  394 

Rush,  Richard,  a letter  from  him  245 

Russia,  statistics  of  117;  commercial  regulations  150 
new  minister  from  to  United  States  241 

Sacs  and  Fox  Indians  306.  324 

Santa  Anna,  gen.  his  letter  to  the  Mexican  war  minis- 
ter 49 

his  manifesto  203 

Savannah,  absentees  from  372 

Savings’  banks  48,  80 

Scott,  gen.  Winfield  49;  opinion  of  the  court  concern- 
ing the  campaign  in  Florida  conducted  by  him  71; 
accents  a public  dinner  98;  declines  it  163 

Shark,  capture  ot  a 333 

Shipwreck  of  the  Jane  and  Margaret  65 

Silas  Richards,  the  ship,  her  short  voyage  from  Canton 
to  New  York  so 

Silk-worms,  American  357,  403 

Skinner,  J.  S.  his  address  to  the  people  of  Balt.  ’ 236 
Slave  trade  69;  abolition  of,  in  the  Portuguese  domin- 
ions 241 

Slaves,  indemnification  for  97;  trials  concerning  117 
Smith,  Raynor  B.  tribute  of  respect  to  him  99 

Smith,  Judge  William,  his  letter  on  declining  the  ap- 
pointment forjudge  of  the  U.  S.  supreme  court  184 
Smithsonian  legacy  33  52 

Southard,  Samuel  L. — [see  “Congress."]  appointed  to 
deliver  a literary  discourse  at  Princeton,  N.  J.  48 
Southern  convention,  proposed,  369 


Sovereigns  of  Europe,  their  respective  ages  80 
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answer  of  the  queen  to  the  address  of  J.  H.  Eaton, 
the  minister  from  United  States  51 

Cuba,  Great  Britain  and  83 
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Specie  97,118,353,369 

Specie  circular,  resolutions  proposed  in  the  Virginia  le- 
gislature concerning  the  87 

Specie  payments,  suspension  of  161,  179,  180,  193 
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Stave  cutting  machine  371 

Steam,  ploughing  by  387 

Steamboats,  case  of  the  Ben  Sherod,  criminal  negli- 

gence and  wanton  sacrifice  of  human  life  34,  202 
dimensions,  &c.  of  the  St.  Louis  37 
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boilers  404;  steamboat  courtesy  388 

Steel,  unwrought  165 

Stevens,  John  A.  his  letter  to  N.  Biddle  on  behalf  of 
certain  merchants  in  New  York  81 

Stevenson,  Andrdw,  his  disavowal  of  a letter  -n-hteh 
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extract  of  a letter  from  him  88;  a subsequent  letter 
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Storrs,  Henry  R.  his  death  355 

Stoves,  improvement  in  64 

St.  Domingo  402 

St.  Louis  116 

Superstition,  a lady’s  revenge  48. 

Surplus  revenue — [see  “Maine,"  “Maryland."] 
resolutions  of  two  towns  in  New  Hampshire  con- 
cerning 48 

Survey  of  the  coast  147 

Sutherland,  Joel  B. — [see  “ Congress."]  his  reception  at 
Philadelphia  33 

Sweden  33 

Tallmadge,  N.  P.  his  letter  on  public  affairs  267;  ap- 
probation of  it  by  Tammany  men  321 

Taney,  Roger  B.  his  letter  to  Thomas  Ellicott  93 

his  letter  to  ReVerdy  Johnson  94 

Tazewell,  L.  W.  letter  from  him  115 

Telegraphs  118 

Tennessee,  proposed  internal  improvement  convention 
in  . 147 
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tribute  of  respect  to  the  volunteers  of,  by  the  legis- 
lative council  of  Florida  37 
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“Mexico,"  “Mississippi.”]  [ see  49,  51,  83.  97,  163,  228 
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emigration  to  35 

boundary  between,  and  United  States  047 

tariff  of  332 

Theatrical  indemnities  404 

Thornton,  James  B.  proceedings  concerning  his  recog- 
nition as  charge  d’affairs  t the  Peru-BoEvian  Gov- 
ernment 303 

Tides,  exiraui  dinury  height  if.  on  the  coast  or  uruti- 
yana  80 

Tingey,  anecdote  of  commoore  403 

Tobacco  86,  195;  .meeting  o'  planters  167;  Ohio  to- 
bacco 404 

Transportation,  comforts  of  372 

Travelling  at  the  west  118 

Treasury  department — secretary’s  letter  to  Silas  Wright, 
concerning  a memorial  of  the  Bank  of  U.  States  28 
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his  notice  concerning  a system  of  telegraphs  69 
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his  notices  concerning  receipts  and  expenditures  83, 
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his  circular  concerning  custom  house  bonds  213 
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drafts  265 
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Treaty  with  the  Sultan  of  Muscat  399 
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address  to  him  by  citizens  of  Albany  and  Iris  an- 
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proclaimed  in  the  Canadas  388 
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committee  294 
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ing 311 
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$3“  As  usual,  three-fourths  of  the  business  of  con- 
gress was  brought  before  it  for  final  action  a few 
days  previous  to  the  close  of  the  session,  and  we  have 
been  compelled  to  give  up  our  entire  sheet  to  a re- 
cord thereof — and  have  also  postponed  its  publi- 
cation beyond  the  usual  day,  that  it  might  include  all 
that  was  done  up  to  the  hour  of  adjournment.  But  in 
this  we  have,  much  to  our  regret,  been  disappointed; 
for  the  “Intelligencer”  of  this  day,  (which  failed  to 
come  to  hand  by  the  course  of  the  mail,  but  was  re- 
ceived by  us  at  about  2 o’clock,  P.  M.  by  private 
hand),  does  not  contain  the  proceedings  of  either 
house  beyond  the  hour  of  recess  on  yesterday,  ( which 
are  included  in  our  abstracts),  and  thus  we  are 
without  details  of  what  transpired  during  the  even- 
ing session,  which  was  highly  exciting,  and  did 
not  terminate  until  2 o’clock  this  morning!  We 
learn,  however,  that  the  land  bill — the  bill  for 
the  reduction  of  the  revenue  (to  cut  down  the  ta- 
riff)— the  bill  for  the  increase  of  the  army  and  the 
fortification  bill  were  all  lost — and  that  the  presi- 
dent did  not  return  the  bill  repealing  the  obnoxious 
treasury  circular,  which  has  thus  failed  to  become 
a law! 

We  have  no  room  for  comment;  but  must  con- 
gratulate our  readers  that  this  most  unprofitable 
session  has  terminated,  and  that  we  will  be  once 
more  permitted  to  exercise  some  control  over  our 
columns,  for  which  a mass  of  most  valuable  matter 
is  prepared. 

JCpSee  “ Postscript on  page  16. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION — SENATE. 

February  23.  Petitions  were  presented  by  Messrs. 
Rives, . Wall  and  Davis.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Prentiss 
thgj  committee  of  claims  was  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  petitions  of  the  legal  represen- 
tatives of  John  H.  Piatt. 

The  unfavorable  report  of  the  committee  on  naval 
affairs  on  the  message  of  the  president,  and  the 
^■titfon  of  citizens  ol‘  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
in  relation  to  a navy  yard  south  of  Chesapeake 
'bay,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the*  current 
expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfill- 
ing treaty  stipulations  with  the  Indians,  for  1837; 

Also,  the  bill  authorising  public  vessels  to  serve 
on  our  coast  as  relief  vessels  in  the  winter  season; 
were  severally  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

Several  resolutions  were  offered  by  consent,  and 
adopted. 

The  following  bill,  among  others  relating  to  the 
District  of  Columbia,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kent, 
considered  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading,  viz: 

The  bill  for  quieting  possessions,  enrolling  con- 
veyances of  real  estate,  &c.  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. [This  bill  was  amended,  by  attaching  to 
it  the  whole  of  the  bill  reported  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives at  the  last  session,  establishing  a cri- 
minal court  in  the  District  of  Columbia.] 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  with  a copy  of  the  convention 
between  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indians. 

The  following  bills  were  considered,  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading: 

The  bill  giving"  effect  to  the  Sth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1S19,  with  Spain. 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  erection  of  a hospital 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  for  other  purposes. 
[The  blank  was  filled  with  $50,000.] 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  of  July, 
1832.  for  the  final  adjustment  of  private  land  claims 
in  Missouri,  and  the  act  of  March,  1833,  supple- 
mentary, thereto. 

And  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  legal  adjudication 
and  settlement  of  the  claims  to  land  under  the  grants 
or  concessions  made  to  the  baron  Bastrop  and  the 
marquis  de  Maison  Rouge  and  others,  in  Louisiana, 
and  Elisha,  Gabriel  and  William  Winters,  or  either 
of  them,  in  Arkansas. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  reduce  the  duties  on  certain  imports,  and  the 
question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  to  strike 
from  the  bill  the  article  of  common  salt,  the  effect 
of  which  is  to  retain  the  protecting  duty  now  levied 
on  that  article — 

A debate  ensued,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
’rery  brief  outline,  and  which  occupied  the  Senate 
Vol.  LII. — Sic.  1. 


till  near  seven  o’clock,  at  which  time  the  question 
remained  still  undecided. 

Mr.  Davis  supported  his  motion  by  a speech  ol 
considerable  length,  in  which  he  went  into  a de- 
tailed history  of  the  salt  duty  from  its  first  imposi- 
tion down  to  the  present  time.  He  then  dwelt  upon 
the  magnitude  of  the  interests  involved  in  this  ma- 
nufacture, and  considered  the  inlluence  of  the  duty 
not  only  on  the  manufacturer  of  salt,  but  also  upon 
the  fisheries.  He  scouted  the  idea  that  this  re- 
duction would  be  an  important  boon  to  the  poor, 
and  insisted  on  ’ .?  policy  of  cherishing  a nursery 
lor  our  seamen.  admitted  the  low  rate  at  which 
salt  was  sold  in  some  parts  of  Europe,  but  remind- 
ed Mr.  Benton,  who  had  urged  this  argument,  that, 
by  the  existing  course  of  trade,  four-fifths  of  all  the 
imported  salt  was  brought  into  this  country  from 
England  and  her  dependencies,  where  the  price 
was  much  higher.  It  appeared  magnanimous  in  a 
senator  from  New  York  to  propose  to  take  off  the 
protecting  duty  from  an  article  so  extensively  ma- 
nufactured in  that  state;  but  he  reminded  the  senate 
that  New  York  laid  a toll  of  six  cents  a bushel  on 
all  foreign  salt  passing  her  canal,  which  of  itself 
operated^  as  a complete  protection.  [The  speech 
of  M.  D.  shall  speedily  have  a place  in  the  “Regis- 
ter.”] 

Mr.  Benton  went  at  considerable  length  into  a re- 
ply, insisting  on  the  arguments  he  had  before  ad- 
duced at  such  great  length,  in  favor  of  making  salt 
free  of  duty. 

The  debate  now.  took  an  extended  range,  and 
went  into  general  politics. 

Mr.  Calf  oil  n took  the  floor  in  a very  animated 
speech,  in  which  he  discussed  the  whole  history 
of  tire  policy  of  protection,  and  inveighed  with  much 
severity  against  the  manner  in  which  the  south  had 
been  treated  in  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the 
tariff  of  182S,  accusing  the  president  elect  of  hav- 
ing been  the  cause,  by  his  vote,  of  fixing  that  tariff 
upon  the  country.  He  insisted  that  it  was  the 
policy  of  the  southern  states  strictly  to  adhere  to 
the  compromise,  and  not  to  be  allured  by  any  tem- 
porary advantage  into  throwing  the  question  afloat, 
as,  in  that  case,  the  south,  being  the  weaker  party, 
were  sure  in  the  end  to  be  the  losers.  He  therefore 
.declared  his  intention  to  vote  for  striking  out  the 
article  of  salt  from  the  bill. 

Mr.  Brown  replied  with  some  severity,  denying 
the  right  of  Mr.  Calhoun  to  speak  for  any  more  than 
his  own  state,  and  exclaiming  against  it  as  an  ex- 
traordinary spectacle,  to  see  one  professing  to  be  an 
anti-tariff  man  fighting  side  by  side  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  to  retain  a heavy  pro- 
tecting duty.  He  hoped  every  southern  senator 
would  resist  the  motion.  Something  was  then  said 
in  vindication  of  the  course  of  the  president  elect  in 
reference  to  the  tariff,  and  several  replies  and  re- 
joinders of  a very  personal  character  took  place  be- 
tween the  two  senators. 

Mr.  Rives  next  addressed  the  senate  at  consider- 
able length,  and  with  much  earnestness,  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Calhoun,  and  in  vindication  of  the  course  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren.  He  alluded  to  his  particular  situa- 
tion in  reference  to  this  duty  on  salt,  and  expressed 
his  willingness  on  behalf  of  his  state  to  make  the 
sacrifice  of  the  protecting  duty. 

Mr.  Wright  also  went  into  a pretty  extensive  re- 
ply, explaining  his  own  course  and  that  of  his  po- 
litical friends  in  relation  to  the  tariff  of  182S,  and 
repelling  the  charge  of  insincerity  and  a want  of 
good  faith,  which  had  been  urged  bv  Mr.  Calhoun. 

Mr.  Strange  insisted  that  all  who  held  a protecting 
tariff  to  be  unconstitutional,  were  in  duty  bound  to 
vote  for  every  proposition  which  went  to  abolish  or 
reduce  it.  He  could  not  believe  that  men  would 
pursue  such  a course  as  had  been  described  by  Mr. 
Calhoun,  because  they  must  know  that  detection 
would  immediately  follow,  and  their  cause  be  weak- 
ened by  such  policy.  His  constituents  wanted  this 
salt  duty  suppressed,  and  he  could  not  vote  to  retain 
it. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rejoined,  and  insisted  upon  his  for- 
mer ground.  He  still  doubted  ill  there  was  any  se- 
rious intention  of  reducing  the  tariff,  and  believed 
they  should  have  much  talk,  but  little  action. 

Mr.  Preston  spoke  for  a considerable  time  in  vin- 
dication of  his  own  course  and  that  of  his  colleague, 
and  then  went  into  a course  of  remarks  on  the  pro- 
bable course  of  the  next  administration  in  reference 
to  the  protecting  policy.  He  had  heard  the  re- ' 


i spouse  of  one  priest  from  the  tripod — that  was  the 
priest  for  Virginia:  he  should  like  to  hear  that  of 
another,  the  priest  from  Pennsylvania;  as  he  sus- 
pected the  oracle  w’ould  give  very  different  re- 
sponses. 

Mr.  Rives  replied:  he  disclaimed  the  priesthood, 
or  any  authority  to  speak  as  from  the  tripod.  He 
denied  that  there  were  any  indications  that  the  tariff 
party  was  the  strongest  side:  on  the  contrary,  they 
could  not  have  retained  the  duty  on  porcelain 
without  the  votes  of  the  two  senators  from  South 
Carolina.  He  referred  to  the  president  elect  as  in 
favor  of  a moderate  protecting  system,  but  opposed 
to  a high  tariff. 

Mr.  Preston  rejoined  in  a short  speech,  denying 
that  Mr.  Rives'  explanation  as  to  the  opinion  and 
probable  course  of  the  next  president  were  suffi- 
ciently definite.  It  was  now  late,  and  lights  had 
for  some  time  been  brought  into  the  chamber,  when 
Mr.  Davis  obtained  the  fioop,  and  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

[The  above,  says  the  “Intelligencer,”  is  not  given 
as  the  final  report  or  as  any  thing  more  than  a naked 
outline  of  this  day’s  proceedings.  The  debate  must 
be  reserved  till  Our  reporter’s  time  is  less  constantly 
engrossed.] 

February  24.  The  chair  presented  a memorial 
from  the  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
stating  that  the  intimation  in  the  report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  of  their  unwillingness  to 
settle  their  accounts  with  the  United  States  was  not 
correct;  that  they  were  now  ready  and  willing  to  ac- 
cept the  terms  set  forth  in  that  report  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  and  to  pay  over  the  amount 
belonging  or  due  to  the  United  States,  reserving  on- 
ly enough  of  the  dividends  due  to  the  bank  to  pay 
the  expenses  on  the  protested  draft  on  France,  pur- 
chased by  the  bank  from  the  government.  The 
memorial  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hubbard  expressed  the  wish  that  the  above 
memorial  had  set  forth  whether  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  was  under  any  obligation  to  correspond 
with  this  bank,  which  was  a state  bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  im- 
posing duties  on  imports  was  received  from  the 
house,  with  amendments;  in  which,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Hubbard,  the  senate  concurred. 

Several  committees  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  petitions  which  had  been  re- 
ferred to  them. 

Mr.  Norvell,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  authoris- 
ing the  president  of  the  United  States  to  ascertain 
and  designate  the  boundary  between  Michigan  and 
Wisconsin;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  by  consent, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  house,  making  appropriations 
for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1837,  was  read 
twice  and  referred. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a third  time,  pass- 
ed, and  sent  to  the  house  of  representatives  for  con- 
currence: 

The  bill  giving  effect  to  the*  Sth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1819  with  Spain;  the  bill  to  organize  the 
several  fire  companies  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
the  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  acts  of  1S32  and 
1833,  providing  for  the  final  adjustment  of  private 
land  claims  in  Missouri;  the  bill  to  authorise  the 
erection  of  a hospital  in  the  city  of  Washington; 
the  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Franklin  Insur- 
ance company;  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  quiet- 
ing possessions,  enrolling  conveyances,  &c.  (and  to 
establish,  a criminal  court),  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; and  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  insurance  company  of  Washington 
and  Georgetown. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomlinson,  the  hill  to  continue 
for  a limited  time  the  office  of  commissioner  of  pen- 
sions was  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  lor  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  bill  to  confirm 
certain  official  acts  of  John  Pope,  former  governor 
of  Arkansas,  was  considered  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  to  establish  a collection  district  and  port  of  en- 
try at  Jersey  City,  in  New  Jersey.  The  amend- 
ments from  the  committee  were  considered  and 
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adopted.  Mr.  Walker  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  Vicksburg  and  Grand  Gulf,  and  supported 
bis  motion  at  great  length.  Mr.  Davis  remarked 
'that  those  places  were  under  the  consideration  of 
the  committee  on  commerce,  but  they  were  not  yet 
ready  to  report.  The  question  was  then  taken  and 
the  amendment  lost — ayes  8,  noes  not  taken. 

The  bill  to  adjust  and  settle  the  claims  of  baron 
Bastrop,  the  marquis  de  Maison  Rouge  and  others, 
in  Louisiana  and  Arkansas,  was  considered  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  variously  amended,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading.  [This 
bill  authorises  the  claimants  to  try  their  case  against 
the  United  States  before  the  district  court  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  ultimately  before  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States,  &c.] 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  reduce  the  duties  on  certain  imported 
articles,  the  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Davis,  to  strike  common  salt  from  the  list  of  articles- 
on  which  it  was  proposed  to  reduce  the  duties. 

Mr.  Davis  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  reply, 
especially  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Calhoun  in  refer- 
ence to  the  history  of  the  tariff  of  1828,  and  the 
course  then  pursued  by  the  senators  from  New  Eng- 
land; and  repelling  the  charge  respecting  pledges, 
on  their  part,  in  reference  to  the  compromise  bill. 

Mr.  Benton  went  into  a lengthy  reply,  in  which 
he  quoted  the  journal  to  show  that  the  present  bill 
was  more  advanced  jn  proportion  to  the  date  of  the 
session  than  the  compromise  bill  had  been  in  1833; 
from  which  he  took  occasion  to  vindicate  the  com- 
mittee who  reported  it  from  the  charge  of  delay, 

He  denied  the  binding  force  of  the  compromise  act, 
against  which  he  spoke  with  some  severity.  He 
warmly  commended  the  policy  of  regulating  com 
merce  by  equivalents,  and  expressed  a determina 
tion  to  commence  a regular  system  of  operations 
with  a view  to  have  that  policy  extensively  pursued 
by  this  government. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Niles,  the  question 
was  taken  on  striking  out  the  duty  on  salt,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays, .as  follows: 
YEAS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Kent, 
Knight,  McKean,  Nicholas,  Robbins,  Robinson, 
Southard,  Webster — 15. 

NAY'S— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown,  Cuth- 
bert,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  of 
Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore, 
Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Prentiss, 
Rives,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Walker,  White,  Wright — 28. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting 
a particular  kind  of  blankets,  (specified  in  his 
amendment) , used  principally  by  the  Indians;  which 
amendment  was  agreed  to— ayes  28,  noes  14. 

Mr.  Niles  moved  to  insert  an  amendment  to  re- 
duce the  duty  on  coal,  coke,  &c.  to  $1  within  the 
present  year,  and  to  75  cents  a ton  the  succeeding 
year,  &c.  Mr.  N.  spoke  at  length  in  support  of  his 
amendment,  inveighing  with  great  severity  against 
the  duty  on  coal,  as  leading  to  monopoly,  and  op- 
pression of  the  poor.  In  the  course  of  his  speech 
he  adverted  to  the  influence  of  capitalists  over  the 
legislation  of  congress.  He  went  not  for  wealth, 
but  for  numbers. 


Mr.  Buchanan  replied,  and  dwelt  upon  the  neces- 
sity of  a protecting  duty  to  the  coal  miners  of  Penn- 
sylvania. On  the  faith  of  that  protection,  a great 
amount  of  capital  had  been  invested  in  cutting  rail 
roads  and  canals  to  the  coal  region.  This  business 
gave  employment  to  a large  number  of  poor  and  in- 
dustrious people,  while  the  small  vessels  engaged  in 
transporting  the  coal  coastwise  formed  an  invalua- 
ble nursery  for  our’seamen.  It  was  no  monopoly. 
The  coal  region  was  of  vast  extent,  and  open  to  all 
who  choose  to  purchase. 

Mr.  Niles  briefly  replied,  and  insisted  that  it  was 
a monopoly,  because  the  canals  and  rail  roads  were 
in  the  hands  of  wealthy  companies;  and  as  to  a 
nursery  for  seamen,  that  would  be  only  increased 
by  a reduction  in  the  price  of  coal. 

Mr.  Webster  opposed  the  amendment,  and  argued 
that  the  only  true  way  to  bring  down  the  price  of 
American  coal  was  to  free  it  from  the  competition 
from  England  and  Nova  Scotia,  where  the  late  duke 
of  York  owned  a coal  mine,  which  his  creditors  ex- 
pected would  soon  have  command  of  the  American 
market,  as  soon  as  the  protecting  duty  should  be  re- 
moved. He  inveighed  against  the  perpetual  vacil- 
lations in  our  policy,  and  argued  to  show  that  those 
who  had  invested  extensive  capital  on  the  faith  of 
our  laws  were  entitled  to  something  like  stability  in 
the  course  of  the  government.  He  protested  against 
the  cry  of  taxes  being  for  the  rich  against  the  poor. 
In  a country  like  this,  if  the  government  did  not  pro- 
tect capital  when  employed  to  supply  the  great  wants 
of  the  country,  we  must  sit  down  contented  to  be 
forever  a poor  nation. 


Mr.  Niles  briefly  replied,  insisting  that  protection 
was  neede’douly  where  there  was  an  exertion  of 
skill  and  ingenuity,  and  not  forthe  supply  of  a coarse 
material  which  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  had  scat- 
tered profusely  over  mountains  and  valleys.  He  was 
not  the  representative  of  capitalists;  he  went  forthe 
mass, for  numbers,  not  for  money,  &e. 

Mr.  Preston  supported  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Niles,  and  declared  that,  if  his  hands  were  free  from 
the  restraint  of  the  compromise  act,  he  should  move 
not  merely  to  reduce,  but  to  take  orF  the  tax  entire- 
ly. He  then  went  into  a political  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  contended  that  the  variant  courses  of  the 
four  chairmen  of  the  committees  on  finance,  on  ma- 
nufactures, on  foreign  relations,  and  on  naval  affairs 
in  reference  to  the  tariff',  showed  that,  with  the  party 
having  the  ascendency,  the  tariff  was  an  open  ques- 
tion, on  which  the  membeis  of  that  party  were  per- 
mitted to  differ,  whence  he  argued  that  the  south 
could  have  no  pledge  that  the  policy  of  the  coming 
administration  would  be  decidedly  an  anti-tariff’  po- 
licy. Pennsylvania  was  irreclaimably  tariff;  Vir- 
ginia unalterably  anti-tariff;  and  these  two  great 
states ‘had  combined  to  putin  a president  who  was  to 
stand,  like  a great  Colossus,  with  one  foot  on  tariff 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  other  on  anti-tariff  Virginia, 
while  the  little  states  of  the  south  might  creep  about 
between  his  legs,  and  seek  them  out  dishonorable 
graves. 

Mr.  Webster  spoke  with  great  earnestness,  and 
with  unusual  warmth  and  some  severity  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Niles,  whom  he  accused  as  having  misrepre- 
sented him  on  this  and  other  occasions,  as  advocat- 
ing the  cause  of  capital  against  that  of  labor;  the 
poor  against  the  rich.  If  he  thought  that  it  was  the 
true  interest  of  the  poor  to  reduce  the  protection  on 
American  coal,  he  would  cheerfully  vote  for  the 
amendment;  but  believing  exactly  the  reverse,  he 
should  oppose  it.  He  reminded  Mr.  N.  that  the 
whole  system  of  the  protectingpolicy,  nay,  the  cons- 
titution itself,  had  had  its  origin  in  the  desire  to  pro- 
tect American  industry  against  overwhelming  Bri- 
tish competion.  The  adoption  of  the  constitution 
had  not  been  owing  to  the  rich  men,  but  to  the  me- 
chanics, the  laboring  men  of  this  country.  The  true 
way  to  benefit  the  poor  was  to  protect  their  indus- 
try, to  secure  to  them  a reward  for  their  toil.  He 
reminded  Mr.  N.  of  the  large  protection  enjoyed  by 
the  working  men  of  Connecticut — the  heavy  duties 
on  hats,  on  tin  ware,  imported  woollens — and  repro- 
bated the  idea  of  attacking  a general  policy  to  ac- 
complish a mere  temporary  purpose.  The  way  to 
make  American  coal  cheap  was  to  protect  it  from 
foreign  competition  until  tho  capital  employed  had 
completed  the  means  of  supply,  and  domestic  com- 
petition reduced  the  articles  to  its  minimum  price. 
It  was  very  true  that  coal  was  scattered  through  the 
mountains,  and  there  it  would  lie  forever,  until  the 
hand  of  labor,  guided  and  employed  by  the  combi- 
nation of  capital,  brought  it  out.  The  object  of  the 
protecting  policy  was  to  secure  those  brawny  arms 
and  industrious  hands  steady  employment  and  a fit 
reward;  and  it  was  a false  and  injurious  representa- 
tion of  the  policy,  and  of  thdse  who  advocated  it,  to 
hold  them  up  to  odium  as  favoring  the  rich  against 
the  poor. 

Mr.  Buchanan  replied,  with  some  warmth,  to  a re- 
mark of  Mr.  Preston  which  he  considered  as  perso- 
nal, but  Mr.  P.  promptly  explained.  Mr.  B.  pro- 
ceeded to  vindicate  his  course,  as  having  been  pre- 
scribed to  him  by  no  party  arrangements  or  party 
trammels,  but  dictated  solely  by  a sense  of  duty,  and 
a regard  to  the  interests  of  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Preston  followed,  in  fuller  explanation  of  what 
he  had  before  said  as  to  the  tariff  being  an  open 
question,  and  in  regard  to  the  obligation  imposed  by 
the  compromise  art. 

Mr.  Niles  replied  to  Mr.  Webster,  denying  any  in- 
tention to  misrepresent  him,  or  to  have  made  a per- 
sonal reference  to  him  in  his  former  remarks,  yet  in- 
sisting on  the  influence  of  capitalists  over  the  legis- 
lation of  congress.  He  commented  in  rather  a hu- 
morous manner  on  the  course  of  Mr.  Preston , whom 
he  represented  as  endeavoring  to  awaken  the  ghost 
of  nullification,  and  as  wandering  all  around  the 
points  of  the  compass  until  he  got  to  a point  that  was 
not  in  the  compass.  [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  here  moved  to  adjourn. 
The  motion  was  lost — yeas  10,  nays  33. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Niles,  for  a gradual  reduction  of 
the  duty  on  foreign  coal,  coal  screenings  and  coke, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messru.  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hub- 
bard, King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Lyon, 
Niles,  Page,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tip- 
ton.  Walker— 15.  6 ^ 

'NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Clrittenden,  Davis,  Kent,  Knight,  Linn,  McKean, 


Nicholas,  Norvell,  Parker,  Prentiss,  ’ Robinson’ 


Southard,  Tallmadge,  Wall,  Webster,  White, 
Wright — 20. 

Mr.  Kent  moved  to  strike  out  the  article  of  fancy 
and  other  soaps,  Windsor  soap,  and  washball;  but 
the  amendment  did  not  prevail.  Mr.  Niles  made  a 
similar  effort  in  regard  to  common  tinned  and  ja- 
panned saddlery;  but  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
Mr.  Knight  moved  to  strike  out  palm  leaf  brooms. 
Here  was  an  article  made  by  the  poor,  almost  ex- 
clusively, and,  if  gentlemen  wanted  to  benefit  the 
poor,  here  was  an  opportunity.  Mr.  Preston  in- 
quired what  duty  that  article  paid.  Mr.  Wright 
replied  15  per  cent.  The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Knight  moved  to  strike  out  the  article  of 
button  moulds.  The  motion  was  negatived — -ayes 
16,  noes  19.  Mr.  Crittenden  moved  to  strike  out 
“all  spirits  made  of  vinous  materials  imported  into 
the  United  States.”  Mr.  Wright  explained  that 
the  object  of  the  committee  had  been  to  reduce  the 
revenue  as  far  as  they  could  with  safety,  and,  as 
this  article  bore  a protecting  duty  of  from  53  to  85 
cents,  they  supposed  it  might  be -reduced  one-balf, 
and  still  sufficiently  protect  the  domestic  article 
made  from  grain;  in  which  case,  without  injuring 
any  one,  the  revenue  might  be  reduced  half  a mil- 
lion of  -dollars.  He  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  being  taken,  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Crittenden, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Robbins,  Robinson,  Southard,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tom- 
linson, Webster,  White — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
ton, Hubbard,  King,  of  Ala.  King,  of  Ga.  Linn, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Rives, 
Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker, 
Wall,  Wright — 21. 

Mr.  Kent  moved  to  strike  out  the  article  of 
wines. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  Norvell  and 
Southard.,  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Crittenden,  Hen- 
dricks, Kent,  Knight,  Morris,  Robbins,  Robinson, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson — 12. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Da- 
vis, Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  of  Ala.  King,  of  Ga. 
Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Par- 
ker, Preston,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange, 
Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  Wright 
—26. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  senate,  and  all 
the  amendments  agreed  to,  with  the  exception  of 
the  following: 

1.  Duty  on  china  and  porcelain,  earthen  and 
stone  ware. 

Mr.  Wright  suggested  that,  as  the  senate  was 
now  very  thin,  although  it  might  happen  that  a dif- 
ferent vote  would  be  obtained  from  what  had  been 
given  in  committee  when  the  senate  was  full,  yet 
it  would  be  better  to  adhere  to  the  former  vote,  to 
avoid  a reconsideration  or  other  difficulty  when  the 
seats  should  be  full  again  to-morrow. 

To  this  it  was  replied  that  one  senator  (Mr. 
Knight)  has  avowedly  changed  his  vote,  and  ano- 
ther was  present  now  who  had  not  been  in  commit- 
tee. 

The  question  on  concurring  with  the  committee 
of  the  whole  in  the  amendment  which  struck  out 
this  article  from  the  bill,  (thereby  retaining  the  pro- 
tecting duty  upon  it),  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  and  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Robbins, 
Robinson,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster,  White — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
ton, Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Geor- 
gia, Knight,  Lyon,  Morris,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page, 
Parker,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Walker 
—19. 

So  china  and  earthenware  were  retained  in  the 
bill,  as  free  of  duty. 

2.  Blankets  chiefly  used  among  the  Indian^. 

On  this  Mr.  Davis  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

He  objected  to  the  amendment  as  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  several  manufactories  of  blankets  es- 
tablished within  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Benton,  Mr.  Linn  and  Mr.  Norvell  explained 
the  great  difference  between  Indian  blankets  and 
those  of  a domestic  manufacture,  and  the  very  de- 
cided preference  which  the  Indians  expressed  for 
the  one  over  the  other,  and  which  precluded  all 
competition  from  our  factories,  with  wdiat  were 
usually  known  among  them  as  Mackinaw  blankets. 
They  were  thick,  finely  woven,  and  of  the  finest 
wool,  and  impervious  to  the  rain. 

After  some  desultory  conversation,  the  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in  by  the  senate — yeas  23, 
nays  14.  Sr  ‘’he  Indian  blankets  were  inserted  in 
the  bill  as  free  of  duty. 
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3.  On  striking  out  cigars.  Amendment  agreed 
to:  yeas  IS,  noes  16. 

Mr.  Davis  renewed  in  the  senate  the  motion  h; 
had  made  in  committee  of  the  whole,  to  strike  fron 
the  bill  olive  oil,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 

Mr.  Webster  supported  this  motion,  on  the  ground, 
that  the  repeal  of  the  duty  would  afford  but  a veiy 
trilling  relief  in  point  of  revenue,  yet  interfeie 
with  the  great  whaling  interest,  which  it  was  so  in- 
portant  to  cherish. 

Mr.  Norvell  also  supported  the  motion,  and  tfe 
question  being  taken,  it  was  carried  by  yeas  ard 
mays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Crittendei, 
Davis,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Linn,  Nicholas, 
Norvell,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Southard,  Swift,  Tal> 
madge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White — 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
ton, Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Geor- 
gia, Lyon,  Niles,  Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Ruggles, 
Sevier,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall — 17. 

Mr.  Kent  moved  to  strike  out  sulphate  of  qui- 
nine and  calomel, — the  amendment  was  rejected; 
when  at  about  S o’clock  the  question  was  at  length 
obtained,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  he  engrossed 
for  its  third  reading  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,"  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
ton, Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Par- 
ker, Rives,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Walker,  Webster,  White,  Wright — 23. 

NxVYS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tipton,  Wall — 11. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  25.  Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  the  cre- 
dentials of  the  honorable  Sites  Wright,  re-elected  i 
senator  of  the  United  States  from  the  state  of  New 
York,  for  six  years  from  and  after  the  3d  of  Marct 
next. 

The  following  petitions,  praying  the  abolition  of 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, were  presented:  by  Mr.  McKean,  from  la- 
dies of  Pittsburgh  and  of  Philadelphia,  and  from  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania,  amounting  in  all,  to  6,000  or 
more  petitioners;  by  Mr.  Swift  from  inhabitants  of 
Vermont;  by  Mr.  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  from  inhabitants 
of  Lucas  county,  Ohio;  which  petitions  were  not 
received;  the  question  of  reception  being  successive' 
ly  laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard.  Mr, 
McKean  having  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  lay. 
ing  the  motion  to  receive  his  petition  on  the  table, 
they  were  ordered,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table  by 
the  following  vote: 

YEAS — IV^essrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay- 
ton, Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  of 
Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore, 
Norvell,  Parker,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Tall- 
medge,  Walker,  White,  Wright — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hen-1 
dricks,  McKean,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  South- 
ard, Swift,  Tipton,  Wall,  Webster— 12. 

The  committee  on  pensions  and  the  committee  on 
naval  affairs  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  several  petitions,  &c.  referred  to  them. 

Mr.  Davis  presented  the  proceedings  and  resolu- 
tions of  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  urging  on 
congress  the  importance  of  observing  the  faith  of  the 
compromise  tariff  act,  and  of  a steady  and  uniform 
policy  in  relation  to  commerce.  Laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  by  Mr. 
Webster: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  cause 
to  be  prepared  a collection  of  the  instructions  which 
have  been  issued  from  time  to  time,  either  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  or  the  commissioner  of  the 
land  office,  excepting  only  such  at  refer  exclusively, 
both  in  principle  and  application,  to  particular  or 
individual  cases,  together  with  th?  official  opinions 
of  the  attorney  general  on  questions  arising  under 
the  land  laws. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary'  of  the  senate  cause 
the  general  public  acts  of  congress  res|ectin"-  the 
sale  and  disposition  of  the  public  lands,  tojether’ with 
the  instructions  and  opinions  mentioned  :n  the  fore- 
going resolution,  to  be  printed  for  the  us;  of  the  se- 
nate. 

In  offering  these  resolutions,  Mr.  Webster  said  it 
was  his  object  that  the  general  acts,  the  inductions 
given  under  them,  and  the  official  opinims  of  the 
attorney  general  on  questions  arising  in  :he  admi- 
nistration of  these  laws,  should  be  collectel  and  pub- 
lished, and  made  available  to  all.  Tiles  instruc- 
tions and  opinions  are  in  manuscript.  They  are 
only  known  at  the  land  office,  and  may  golern  ques- 
tions arising  there  without  any  means  on  toe  part  of 
those  interested,  to  possess  themselves  fulfy-  of  their 
character  and  contents.  The  iaws,  although  con- 
tained in  the  two  volumes  commonly  caljed  the  vo- 
lumes of  the  land  laws,  were  yet  mixed  up  with  such 


a mass  of  treaties,  ordinances  and  private  acts,  that 
it  is  not  always  easy  to  bring  them  together,  or  to 
get  a connected  view  of  their  provisions. 

The  subject  was  getting  to  he  very  important. — 
Interfering  claims  were  constantly  ar  ising,  especial- 
ly under  pre-emption  acts;  and  it  ivas  understood 
that  an  appeal,  in  these  eases,  lay  to  the  commis- 
sioner, or  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  The  land 
office  was  thus  becoming  an  important  judicature; 
and  it  was  essential  that  its  course  and  its  rules  of' 
proceeding  should  be  known.  Interesting  rights 
were  decided  by  it,  and  it  became  congress  to  look 
into  its  proceedings,  and  to  see  that  the  laws  were 
openly,  fairly  and  ably  executed.  The  first  step  to 
reach  this  end,  was  to  make  public,  in  some  acces- 
sible form,  the  instructions  and  opinions  under  which 
the  land  officers  acted.  Any  further  provisions  to 
insure  a proper  administration,  could  then  be  adopt- 
ed, which  congress  should  judge  necessary,  if,  in- 
deed, any  should  be  thought  necessary. 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a third  time,  pass- 
ed, and  sent  to  the  house  of  representatives  for  con- 
currence: 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  ascertain  and  designate  the  boundiry  be- 
tween Michigan  and  Wisconsin. 

The  bill  to  establish  a port  of  entry  atJersey 
City,  New  Jersey,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  hill  adjusting  the  land  claims  of  harm  Bas- 
trop, the  marquis  de  Maison  Rouge,  and  otters  in 
Louisiana  and  Arkansas. 

The  bill  to  continue  the  office  of  commissioner  of 
pensions;  and 

The  bill  to  ratify  and  confirm  certain  official  acts 
of  John  Pope,  former  governor  of  Arkansas. 

The  hill  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  id- 
posing  duties  on  imports,  (for  reducing  the  duties), 
came  up  on  its  third  reading  and  final  passage. 

Mr.  Southard  having  called  for  the  yeas  and  najs 
on  the  question,  proceeded  at  some  length  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill,  and  especially  to  those  portions  ofit 
which  affected  the  arrangement  of  the  compromise 
act  of  1833,  urging  that  the'duty  on  sugar  ought  as 
much  to  be  repealed  as  the  duty  on  salt;  that  the 
bill  would  favor  the  rich  far  more  than  the  poor; 
•and  that  the  faith  of  the  country,  as  well  as  high  in- 
dividual interests,  required  that  the  provisions  of 
the  compromise  tariff  act,  so  called,  of  1833,  should 
not  be  violated. 

Mr.  Clay  went  into  a history  of  the  inception  andi 
adoption  of  the  compromise  bill,  and  the  general 
understanding  with  which  it  had  been  received 
throughout  the  union,  and  argued  to  show  that  if 
the  present  bill  should  pass,  the  friends  of  the'pro- 
tecting  policy  would  be  free,  hereafter,  to  augment 
protecting  duties,  as  they  might  deem  the  interests 
of  the  country  to  require.  He  concluded  a very 
animated  appeal  by  moving  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  committee  on  finance,  with  instruc- 
tions to  strike  out  all  articles  on  which  the  duty  is 
now  20  per  cent,  or  above,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  compromise  act  of  1833. 

Mr.  Olay’s  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  was  ne- 
gatived by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayari,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davi:,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hen- 
dricks, Kent,  Knight,  MtKean,  Moore,  Morris, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins, Southard,  Spence,  Swifc, 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Vehster — 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Ew- 
ing, of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama, 
King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Ly»n,  Monton,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Robinson,  Rug- 
gles, Sevier,  Strange,  Tallm&dge,  Walker,  White, 
Wright — 25. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Calhoun,  Preston,  Black  and  Tipton. 

Mr.  Knight  moved  to  recommit  the  hill  with  in- 
structions to  strike  out  common  salt,  stone  and  por- 
celain ware,  palm  leaf  brooms,  button  moulds,  tin- 
ned and  japanned  saddlery,  and  spirits  made  from 
vinou3  materials,  which  motion  was  negatived  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — 'Messrs.  Bayard.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hen- 
dricks, Knight,  McKean,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Lob- 
bins,  Southard,  Spence,  Svdft,  Tipton,  Tomlinson, 
V/ebster — 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Sw- 
ing, of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Griindy,  Hubbard,  Kinr,  of 
Alabama,  King,  of  Georga,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles  Sevier,  Strange,  Tall- 
madge, Walker,  White,  Wright — 27. 

The  bill  was  then  passei  by  the  following  vqte: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bentoi,  Black,  Brown,  Cjith- 
bert,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Flilton,  Grundy,  Hubljard, 
King,  of  Ala.  King,  of  Geo  gia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Mijore, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker, 


Rivei,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Wal- 
ker, White,  Wright — 27. 

N^YS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Knight, 
Mclean,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Preston  Robbins,  Robin- 
son, Southard,  Spence,  Tipton,  Tomlinson — 18. 

Gi  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  senate  proceeded  to 
the  fconsideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  a surveyor 
gemral’s  office  for  the  territory  of  Wisconsin. 

Cn  motions  of  Messrs.  Robinson,  Tipton  and  Nor- 
vell, the  bill  was  successively  so  amended  as  to 
provide  for  the  establishment  of  surveyor  general’s 
offices  in  the  states  of  Illinois,  Indiana  and  Michi- 
gan' respectively,  and  having  been  still  further 
amended,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third, 
reading. 

Or  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  hill  to  authorise 
and  sinction  the  sales  of  reserves  provided  for  Creek 
Indians  in  the  treaty  of  March  24,  1832,  in  certain 
cases,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  considered  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  a third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  hill  to  amend  the 
act  for  laying  out  Fort  Madison  and  other  towns 
in  Wisconsin,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  consider- 
ed as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Also,  the  bill  to  establish  two  additional  land  of- 
fices in  Wisconsin,  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  bil'  to  approve 
and  confirm  three  several  acts  of  the  legislative 
council  of  Wisconsin,  establishing  three  banks  in 
that  territory,  was  considered  as  in  committeeof 
Ihe  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

Also,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  bill 
establishing'certain  roads  in  Wisconsin.  (Amend- 
ed with  additions). 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge,  the  joint  resolu- 
tion for  the  relief  of  lieut.  Horatio  N.  Crabbe,  was, 
by  consent,  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  the  bill  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  additional  attorney  for  the  territory  of 
Wisconsin,  was  considered  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  bill  explanatory 
of  the  act  granting  half-pay  to  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  those  who  died  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  was  considered  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  explained  by  Mr.  Tomlinson  and  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  moved  to  strike  out 
the  second  section  of  the  bill,  but  the  amendment 
did  not  prevail,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  its  en- 
grossment. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  (about  5 o’clock)  to 
executive  business. 

February  27.  The  president  pro  tern,  laid  before 
the  senate  a communication  from  the  treasury  de- 
partment, in  compliance  with  a senate  resolution  of 
the  23d  instant,  with  communications  from  the  so- 
licitor of  the  treasury.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  war  department 
in  relation  to  the  harbor  of  Milwaukee,  in  Wiscon- 
sin. Referred. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  the  credentials  of  the  hon. 
John  S.  Spence,  re-elected  a United  States  senator 
by  the  legislature  of  Maryland  for  six  years  from 
and  after  the  3d  of  March  next. 

Mr.  Fulton  presented  the  credentials  of  the  hon. 
Jl.  H.  Sevier,  appointed  a senator  by  five  executive 
of  Arkansas,  to  fill  the  vacancy  which  will  occur 
on  the  4th  of  March  next  by  the  expiration  of  his 
present  term  of  service.  « 

Mr.  Webste.r  objected  to  this  appointment  as  ex- 
traordinary, and,  as  he  believed,  unauthorised,  as 
the  appointment  had  been  made  before  the  occur- 
rence of  the  vacancy;  the  actual  occurrence  of 
which  could  alone  authorise  the  appointment.  [No 
action  was  had  on  the  subject]. 

Mr.  Moms  presented  a memorial  from  the  legis- 
lature of  Ohio  in  relation  to  certain  lands  in  the 
southern  portion  of  that  state,  which  had  been 
forty  years  unsold  in  the  market.  Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  to  he  printed. 

Messrs.  Buchanan  and  Morris  presented  various 
memorials  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Not  re- 
ceived; the  questions  of  reception  being  succes- 
sively laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  White. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  report  of  the  commission- 
er appointed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  as- 
certain the  value  of  the  shares  in  the  United  States 
bank,  and  the  late  memorial  of  the  United  States 
bank,  under  the  charter  of  Pennsylvania,  reported 
a joint  resolution  authorising  and  directing  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  to  accept  the  terms  set  forth 
in  that  memorial,  anil  to  make  a final  adjustment 
and  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  govern- 
ment and  the  United  States  bank.  Read  twice,  by 
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consent,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  correspondence 
on  the  above  subject  between  the  chairman  of  jthe 
committee  on  finance  and  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  a joint  resolution  for  the  distributiori  of 
20,000  copies  of  general  Macomb’s  instructiims 
and  regulations  for  the  militia;  which  resolution 
was  read  twice,  by  consent,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a bill  making  appropriations  for  light 
bouses,  buoys,  &c.  for  1837;  which  was  read, (and 
ordered  to  a second  reading. 

On  motions  of  Messrs.  Wright,  Hubbard,  and 
Niles,  the  committees  over  which  they  preside 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  ol 
several  petitions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  resolutions  offer- 
ed by  him  to  publish  a compilation  of  the  opinions 
of  the  attorney  general  on  the  subject  of  the  public 
lands,  and  of  the  instructions  to  the  general  land 
office,  were,  by  consent,  read  a second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading.  (These 
resolutions  were,  under  the  rules,  improperly  dis- 
posed of  by  their  adoption  on  their  first  reading  on 
Saturday.  They  were  amended,  on  motion  of  Mi. 
Webster,  by  excepting  such  opinions  of  the  attor- 
ney general  as  are  of  a particular  or  individual 
character). 

The  house  bill  making  appropriations  for  fortifi- 
cations for  1837,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  re- 
ceived from  the  house,  read  twice,  by  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  army  for  1837,  as  amended  by  the  house, 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Wright  stated  that  a formal  report  from  the 
committee  would  have  involved  proceedings  which 
would  have  delayed  the  passage  of  the  bill.  They 
had  therefore  informally  agreed  to  recommend  that 
the  senate  concur  in  the  amendments  of  the  house. 

The  senate  concurred  accordingly.  [This  bill 
wants  only  the  signature  of  the  president  to  become 
a law.] 

The  various  bills  which  were  ordered  to  a thirc^ 
reading  on  Saturday,  were  severally  read  a third 
time  and  passed;  the  bill  for  two  additional  land 
offices  in  Wisconsin  being  previously  amended,  by 
consent,  on  motion  of  Mr.  White,  so  as  to  exclude, 
lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  not  been  extin- 
guished. 

The  report  made  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations,  on  the  subject  of 
Mexico,  was  called  up  by  him. 

Mr.  Walker  objected  to  its  consideration  before 
the  resolution  he  had  notified  on  the  subject  of  Tex- 
as was  taken  up.  After  a struggle  on  this  subject; 
the  senate  determined  that  Mr.  Buchanan’s  report 
should  now  be  considered. 

The  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Clay  expressed  his  concurrence  in  the  reso- 
lution with  which  the  report  concluded,  thouah  not 
in  all  the  reasoning  in  the  body  of  the  report  He 
considered  the  correspondence  between  the  two  go- 
vernments as  not  making  out  a case  either  for  im- 
mediate war  or  reprisals;  but  that  it  was  proper  to 
renew  our  demand  for  satisfaction  and  indemnity 
before  the  senate  should  proceed  to  consider  the  ul- 
terior measures  which  the  honor  and  interest  of  the 
country  should  require. 

As  to  Mr.  Ellis’s  departure  from  Mexico,  he 
deemed  it  a movement  harsh,  abrupt  and  unneces- 
sary. The  delay  which  had  occurred  was  no  great- 
er than  frequently  occurred  in  diplomacy;  and  the 
reply  of  the  Mexican  government  to  Mr.  Ellis’s  de- 
mand was  a temperate,  dispassionate  paper,  in 
which  some  of  our  claims  were  admitted,  while 
further  information  was  said  to  be  requisite  in  re- 
gard to  others.  Mr.  C.  thought  it  would  have  been 
better  had  our  charge  remained;  in  which  case,  the 
intelligence  would  have  reached  him,  and  might 
have  been  officially  communicated  to  Mexicorof 
the  disposition  by  our  own  government,  as  to  that 
question  which  had  chiefly  occasioned  the  offence 
taken  by  Mr.  Gorostiza. 

Mr.  C.  condemned  the  publication  of  that  minis- 
ter's pamphlet  in  very  strong  terms;  yet  observed 
that  such  publications  were  not  without  precedent 
in  the  annals  of  our  diplomacy.  He  referred,  as 
one  instance,  to  the  publication,  while  our  negotia- 
tions were  pending  at  Ghent,  and  in  a most  critical 
situation,  of  all  the  correspondence  of  the  Ameri- 
can negotiators  with  their  own  government  and 
with  the  British  commissioners.  This  had  produc- 
ed a great  shock  in  the  minds  and  feelings  of  the 
British  negotiators,  and  it  had  been  with  difficulty 
that  Mr.  C.  could  explain  the  matter  so  as  in  any 
degree  to  remove  the  irritation  which  might  have 


been  fatal  to  the  success  of  that  negotiation.  So 
Mr.  Pageot,  the  late  and  present  French  charge  des 
affaires,  had  published  the  letter  of  the  duke  de 
Broglie,  notwithstanding  which  he  had  been  receiv- 
ed by  this  government,  when  again  sent  by  his  own. 
The  publication,  although  irregular,  had  had  no  in- 
jurious effect,  and  there  was  every  reason  to  believe 
that  it  had  not  teen  until  some  intimation,  official 
or  unofficial,  was  conveyed  to  the  coast  of  France, 
that  Mr.  Pageot’s  return  wmuld  not  be  disagreeable 
to  this  government,  that  the  measure  of  his  re-ap- 
pointment had  been  ventured  upon. 

Mr.  Buchanan  expressed  his  satisfaction  that  the 
senator  from  Kentucky  so  nearly  agreed  with  the 
residue  of  the  committee  in  their  report,  and  en- 
tirely as  to  the  resolution  they  had  recommended. 
The  justice  of  the  remarks  which  he  had  made  in 
relation  to  the  withdrawal  of  Mr  Ellis  would  be 
palpable,  but  for  some  circumstances  in  the  case  to 
which  he  had  not  adverted.  It  must  be  remember- 
ed that  Mr.  Ellis's  demand  on  the  government  of 
Mexico  was  not  then  made  for  the  first  time,  but 
was  only  a consolidation  of  a number  of  preceding 
demands,  intended  to  bring  the  dispute  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico  to  a point.  From  time 
to  time  as  these  injuries  had  been  inflicted,  redress 
had  betn  demanded,  but  these  applications  had  al- 
ways then  evaded  by  the  Mexican  government. — 
The  leter  of  Mr.  Ellis  was  only  a summing  up  of 
these  grievances:  and  that  government  ought  to 
have  bten  prepared  to  yield  us  prompt  redress. — 
He  thought  Mr.  Ellis  had  strictly  obeyed  his  in- 
structions; but  he  would  not  now  enter  into  any  de- 
bate on  that  subject. 

There  was  one  other  point  on  which  he  should 
not  have  said  a word,  but  for  an  article  in  a morn- 
ing paper,  coming  from  a source  which  seemed  to 
render  it  necessary.  The  extreme  delicacy  of  con- 
gress ordering  contingentreprisals  against  a foreign 
power  was  obvious.  He  would  not,  indeed,  say 
flat  cases  might  not  occur  which  would  render  it 
proper;  but  they  must  be  extreme  cases.  Unless 
there  was  an  immediate  and  pressing  necessity  for 
redress,  it  was  always  best  to  have  the  opinion  of 
congress  on  all  the  facts  rather  than  that  of  the 
president  alone. 

The  committee  had  not  deemed  such  a measure 
to  be  politic  at  this  time.  They  knew  that  general' 
Santa  Ana,  whose  life  had  been  justly  forfeited,  but 
had  been  restored  to  him  by  the  magnanimity  of 
the  government  of  Texas,  had  arrived  at  the  capi- 
tal; that  he  had  been  sent  home  in  a government 
vessel  of  the  United  States;  and  that  there  was 
every  reason  to  bcileve  tnat  Sis  arrival  would  be 
hailed  by  the  Mexicans  with  joy,  and  that  he  would 
shortly  bo  restored  to  the  presidency  of  the  repub- 
lic. Under  such  circumstances,  it  was  not  unrea- 
sonable to  hope  that  he  would  be  disposed  to  render 
to  this  country  the  justice  which  was  due;  and 
that,  therefore,  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  autho- 
rise any  decisive  measures  of  a hostile  character. — 
Again:  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  committee 
had  been  that  the  34th  article  of  our  treaty  with 
Mexico  did  require  that  i new  demand  should  be 
made  by  this  government  before  any  hostile  mea- 
sure was  resorted  to.  To  go  through  the  necessary 
forms  under  that  article  Would  take  much  time. — 
Probably  this  business  would  not  be  completed  un- 
til within  two  or  three  months  previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  another  session  of  congress;  they 
therefore  thought  it  best/to  let  the  question  lie  over 
for  this  brief  space. 

[Mr.  B.  here  read  th f article  of  the  treaty.] 

He  thought  the  Unitid  States  could  not  dispense 
with  the  condition  of  j previous  demand  substan- 
tiated by  proof.  And  although  this  did  not  apply 
to  insults  on  the  American  flag,  or  to  the  outrage- 
ous treatment  of  our  consuls  in  Mexican  ports,  yet 
it  did  certainly  embrace  all  cases  of  individual 
claims.  It  was  therefore  better  to  defer  action 
until  time  had  been  allowed  to  collect  the  proof  re- 
quisite, and  to  make  the  demand  in  the  most  so- 
lemn form.  When  this  had  been  done,  if  some 
great  change  of  circumstances  did  not  occur,  Mr. 
B.  should  think  that  the  justice  due  to  our  injured 
citizens  and  the  honor  (f  the  American  flag  would 
require  congress  to  adopt  prompt  and  immediate 
measures  for  redress. 

That  no  demand  had  hitherto  been  made,  in  con- 
formity with  the  treaty  must  be  apparent  to  all 
those  who  had  read  the  correspondence.  Under  it 
there  must  be  a statemeit  of  the  injuries  and  dama- 
ges we  had  sustained;  aid  this  must  be  verified  by 
competent  proof,  before  we  could  resort  to  war  or 
repiisals.  Our  government  must  be  the  judge,  in 
the  first  instance,  of  the  cases  requiring  redress; 
and  they  must  then  be  presented  to  the  Mexican 
government  in  the  required  form. 

This  provision  of  the  reaty  was  a peculiar  one; 
but  ,t  was  not  the  less  (bligatory  upon  us  on  that 
account.  We  had  agree!  that  we  would  neither  re- 


sbrt  to  war  nor  to  reprisals,  until  we  had  previously 
complied  with  it,  so  far  as  it  was  applicable. 

When  Mr.  Buchanan  concluded,  the  question 
was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  reported 
bj  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  and  decided 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert, 
Divis,  Ewing,  of  111.  F ulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hibbard,  Kent,  King,  of  Ala.  King,  of  Ga.  Knight, 
Liin,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Nor- 
val,  Page,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Rob- 
biis,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Spence,  Strange, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Walker, 
Wall,  Webster,  White,  Wright— 46. 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  senate  concur 
in  opinion  with  the  president  of  the  United  States 
ihat  another  demand  ought  to  be  made  for  the  re- 
dress of  our  grievances  from  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment, the  mode  and  manner  of  which,  under  the 
34th  article  of  the  treaty,  so  far  as  it  may  be  appli- 
cable, are  properly  confided  to  his  discretion. — 
They  cannot  doubt,  from  the  justice  of  our  claims, 
that  this  demand  will  result  in  speedy  redress;  but 
should  they  be  disappointed  in  this  reasonable  ex- 
pectation, a state  of  things  will  then  have  occurred 
which  will  make  it  the  imperative  duty  of  congress 
promptly  to  consider  what  further  measures  may 
be  required  by  the  honor  of  the  nation  and  the 
rights  of  our  injured  fellow  citizens. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  the  consideration  of  his  re- 
solution for  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
Texas.  Mr.  Hubbard  moved  to  postpone  its  con- 
sideration to  Friday;  and  a desultory  conversation 
took  place  upon  the  motion,  which  was  finally  mo- 
dified by  inserting  Wednesday  next,  and  carried  by 
yeas  and  nays  as  follows; 

\ YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay- 
ton, Davis,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King,  of  Alab.  King, 
of  Ga.  Knight,  Lyon,  Morris,  Niles,  Page,  Prentiss, 
Kobbins,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tip- 
ton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster,  Wright — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fulta#, 
Hendricks,  Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Par- 
ker, Preston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Spence,  Strange, 
Walker,  White— 21. 

The  chair  presented  communications  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  in  relation  to  the  payment 
of  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  auditor  of  the  post  of- 
fice department,  with  a report  on  the  employment 
of  custom  house  officers.  Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Parker  presented  the  proceedings  and  reso- 
lutions of  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  in  j'avor  of 
granting  the  franking  privilege  to  memberb  of  the 
state  legislatures  and  others  in  state  offices.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

The  following  bills  were  considered  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole:  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons who  received  wounds  in  the  revolutionary 
war.  The  bill  to  purchase  the  use  of  the  medical 
steam  apparatus  of  Boyd  Reilly,  for  the  use  of  the 
army.  See.  The  bill  providing  for  the  erection  and 
repair  of  certain  custom  houses.  The  bill  to  ex- 
tend three  years  longer  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States.  And 
the  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  issuing  script  cer- 
tificates on  United  States  military  land  warrants; 
(explained  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Tomlinson 
and  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  and  amended  so  as  to  confine 
its  operation  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolu- 
tionary army). 

These  bills  wrere  severally  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a third  reading. 

The  bill  to  advance  .$1,000,000  on  the  two  per 
cent,  land  fund,  to  the  states  of  Alabama  and  Mis- 
sissippi respectively,  being  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Moore  said  he  had  presented  a memorial 
from  the  legislature  of  Alabama,  in  relation  to  a 
great  work  now  iii  contemplation,  to  unite  Mobile 
with  the  waters  of  the  Tennessee.  He  regretted 
extremely  flat  the  committee  on  the  public  lands, 
to  whom  this  memorial  was  referred,  had  over- 
looked the  views  of  that  legislature  entirely,  and 
had  report(d  the  bill,  now  before  the  senate,  with- 
out a due  regard  to  their  views.  He  had  no  ob- 
jections tbit  Mississippi  should  dispose  of  her  two 
per  cent,  find  in  any  manner  that  she  and  her  re- 
presentatves  might  think  proper;  but  he  had  ob- 
jections t>  the  refusal  of  the  same  privilege  to  the 
state  of  Alabama.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  th:  table  for  the  present,  preferring  to  run 
the  risk  if  being  misrepresented  as  illeberal,  to 
that  of  bang  unfaithful  to  the  interests  of  his  con- 
stituents. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  Walker  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  were  taken  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Lavis,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Hub- 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER — MARCH  4,  1837— CONGRESS. 


bard,  Knight,  Linn,  Moore,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Page,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Southarl, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster, 
White — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Buchanan,  Crit- 
tenden, Fulton,  Kent,  King,  of  Ala.  Lyon,  Norvell, 
Parker,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Spence,  Strange, 
Walker — 16. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  commodore  Isaac  Hull, 
was  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  by  yeas  26, 
nays  12. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McCartee  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  during  the  remainder 
of  the  session  take  a recess  from  three  o’clock  to 
half  past  four. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  half 
past  four. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  following  bills  were  considered  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  ^hole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading:  The  bill  to  remunerate  the  cap- 
tors  of  the  privateer  Lydia;  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Smith  and  others;  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  captain  Charles  G.  Ridgely,  of 
the  navy. 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry to  invest  the  amount  of  the  two  per  cent,  fund, 
granted  for  the  purpose  of  making  a road  or  roads, 
to  the  state  of  Alabama,  was  considered  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Wal- 
ker and  Black,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  putting  a 
fund  in  bank  stock  which  ought  to  be  used,  and 
which  was  proposed  to  be  used,  for  the  mutual  be- 
nefit of  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  by  the  bill  that 
was  lost  to-day  on  Mr.  Moore's  motion. 

It  W'as  advocated  by  Mr.  Moore,  chiefly  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  making  a fund  productive  which 
was  now  lying  useless,  and  which,  he  maintained, 
was  designed  for  the  benefit  of  Alabama,  and  not 
of  Mississippi,  any  more  than  any  other  state  in 
the  union.  The  bill  was  lost,  by  yeas  12,  nays  18. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  re- 
munerate captain  Francis  Allyn  for  conveying  ge- 
neral Lafayette  to  the  United  States  in  1824.  This 
bill  proposed  to  allow  $4,000  to  the  captain  and 
owners  of  the  ship  Cadmus  for  bringing  over  gene- 
ral Lafayette  to  this  country.  The  captain  relin- 
quished hi=  place  In  the  Havre  line,  ana  procured  a 
ship  on  his  own  responsibility,  and  was  at  expenses 
in  going  to  Paris,  &c.  The  bill  was  warmly  oppos- 
ed as  opprobrious  in  its  character;  it  was  making  a 
commodity  of  the  honor  of  having  tendered  to  the 
general  his  passage.  The  owners  had  had  loud 
praises  at  the  time  for  their  liberality,  yet  now 
came  to  congress  for  pay.  It  was  contended,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  this  captain  had  been  at  large 
private  expenses,  for  which  he  ought  to  be  remu- 
nerated. It  did  not  appear  that  the  owners  had 
ever  requested  any  thing  of  the  kind.  After  a de- 
sultory debate,  Mr.  Buchanan  moved  to  Lay  the  bill 
on  the  table;  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  taken  and  stood — yeas  22,  nays  18. — 
So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  but  afterwards  re- 
considered, amended  and  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  bill  to  remunerate  capt.  Hall  for  improve- 
ments in  fire  arms,  was  taken  up,  briefly  discussed, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Black  laid,  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  col.  Matthew  Arbuckle, 
was  considered,  amended  and  lost  oa  the  question 
of  engrossment — yeas  16,  nays  16. 

The  light  house  bill  was  read  a second  time  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lyon  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  granting  five 
per  cent,  to  Michigan  on  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  within  its  limits.  Negatived.  The  senate 
also  passed  over  the  bill  establishing  a board  of 
commissioners  to  examine  claims  against  the  Unit- 
ed States.  Two  or  three  private  bills  were  also 
passed  over.  The  bill  for  the  relief  6f  Fraicis  Ca- 
zeau  was  discussed  at  great  length  by  Messrs.  King, 
of  Georgia,  White  and  Webster;  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  following  bills  wrere  also  considered,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading:  The  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Walter  Loomis  and  Abel  Gay. — 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Stone.  Thl  joint 
resolution  for  the  purchase  of  500  copies  of  lertain 
maps.  The  joint  resolution  authorising  thd  post- 
master general  to  change  the  time  of  making  con- 
tracts. The  bill  to  provide  for  the  transportation 
of  the  mail  on  rail  roads.  The  bill  confirming  cer- 
tain land  claims  of  the  heirs  of  Michael  Driytori. 
The  bill  for  the  more  equitable  administration  of 
the  navy  pension  fund.  The  bills  to  incorporate 
the  Howard  institution  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
and  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Francis  L.  B.  Gor- 
don, were  passed  over.  Pending  the  discussion  of 


the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Henry  Fisher,  the  senate  adjourned. 

Februanj  28.  The  president  pro.tem.  presented  a 
letter  from  the  president  elect  of  the  United  States, 
informing  the  senate  that  he  would  be  ready  to  take 
the  usual  oath  of  office,  on  Saturday,  March  4,  at  12 
o’clock,  noon,  at  such  place,  and  in  such  manner,  as 
the  senate  might  designate. 

Mr.  Grundy  offered  a resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a committee  of  arrangements,  to  make  the 
requisite  preparations  for  administering  the  oath  to 
the  presidentelect  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  would  like  to  inquire  whether 
precedents  had  been  examined  on  this  subject.  He 
was  aware  that  the  senate  had  always  had  a peculiar 
agency  in  this  business;  but  he  was  not  aware  why 
the  senate  should  act  upon  it  any  more  than  the 
house,  or  why  it  was  not  a joint  concern.  He  re- 
membered that,  on  the  first  election  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
the  committee  of  the  senate  applied  to  him,  as  speak- 
er of  the  house,  for  the  use  of  the  chamber  of  the 
house;  and  he  had  told  them  that  he  would  put  the 
chamber  in  order  for  the  use  ot  the  senate,  but  the 
control  of  it  he  did  not  feel  authorised  to  sur-ender. 
They  wished  also  to  bring  in  the  fine  red  cliairs  of 
the  senate,  but  he  told  them  it  could  not  be  done;  the 
plain  democratic  chairs  of  the  house  were  more  be- 
coming. The  consequence  was,  that  Mr.  Monroe, 
instead  of  taking  the  oath  within  doors,  took  it  out- 
side, in  the  open  air,  in  front  of  the  capitol.  Mr. 
C.  mentioned  this  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  in- 
quiry what  was  the  practice,  and  on  what  it  was 
founded,  and  why  the  senate  had  the  exclusive  care 
of  administering  the  oath? 

Mr.  Grundy  said  the  committee  had  found  no  au- 
thority7, but  several  precedents,  which  were  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  proposition  now'  proposed  to 
be  made.  He  did  not  recollect  any  instance  in 
which  the  house  had  participated  in  it;  and,  in  fact, 
the  house,  as  such,  had  no  existence,  their  term  hav- 
ing expired  on  the  preceding  day.  The  committee 
had  examined  three  cases  of  more  modern  date,  and 
had  found  nothing  in  opposition  to  the  practice  pro- 
posed. If  the  committee  could  not  get  into  the 
house,  they  could  go  out  of  doors. 

The  resolution  w’as  adopted,  and  the  chair  was 
authorised  to  appoint  a committee  of  three  members. 

The  chair  also  presented  a communication  from 
the  secretary  of  the  senate  and  clerk  of  the  house, 
describing  the  manner  in  which  they  had  executed 
the  compilation  or  congressional  documents  autho- 
rised to  be  made  by  the  act  of  1832,  and  the  joint  re- 
solution of  1833.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  the  reports  of  the  survej'or 
generals  of  Illinois  and  Missouri.  Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  a number  of  petitions  from 
citizens  of  Kentucky,  in  behalf  of  the  American 
Colonization  society,  setting  forth  that  they  were 
anxiously  desirous  that  it  should  be  cherished,  and 
that  it  was  regarded  with  great  interest  by  a large 
majority  of  the  people  of  Kentucky.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Also,  a petition  from  a great  number  of  persons  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  who  are  engaged  in  the  ma- 
nufacture or  importation  of  hair  cloth,  expressing 
their  deep  regret  at  the  passage  through  the  senate 
of  the  bill  for  reducing  the  tariff,  and  stating  that  if 
it  should  become  a law  it  would  ruin  thousands  em- 
ployed in  their  branch  of  business.  Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Rives,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  report- 
ed the  bill  referred  to  them  making  appropriations 
for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1837,  with  amend- 
ments; which  were  read. 

Mr.  Wall  from  the  committee  on  the  library,  re- 
ported a resolution  authorising  the  distribution  of 
certain  books  and  documents,  named  therein,  among 
members  of  the  senate.  Read,  and  ordered  to  a se- 
cond reading. 

Mr.  Preston,  from  the  committee  on  the  library, 
presented  a report,  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  re- 
lating, as  was  understood,  to  statuary  for  the  east 
front  of  the  capitol. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  (old) 
harbors,  and  for  removing  obstructions  from  the 
mouths  of  certain  rivers,  was  received  from  the 
house,  read  twice,  by  consent,  and  Mr.  Wright  gave 
notice  that  be  should  call  it  up  at  1 o’clock  this  day. 

Mr.  Wall,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  concerning 
pilots,  which  he  briefly  explained,  and  which  was 
read  twice,  by  consent,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

The  senate,  at  one  o’clock,  j)r°ceetled  1°  the  con-) 
sideration  of  the  fortification  bill;  and  the  question 
being  on  the  amendment  reported  by  the  committee 
on  finance,  viz:  to  strike  out  the  second  section  of 
the  bill,  which  contains  the  provision  for  the  distri- 
bution among  the  states  of  any  surplus  which  may 
remain  in  the  treasury  on  the  ibt  of  January,  1838. 


Mr.  Calhoun  regretted  that  the  committee  had  not 
made  a written  report  on  so  important  a recommen- 
dation. 

Mr.  Wright  explained  that  the  second  section  of 
the  bill  being  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  bill  for- 
merly introduced  by  the  senator  from  South  Carolina 
himself,  the  case  was  fully  understood  by  all  the  se- 
nate, and  needed  no  consumption  of  time  to  explain 
it.  As  to  a written  report,  there  had  been  no  time  to 
prepare  one,  even  had  the  committee  deemed  it  ne- 
cessary. 

Mr.  Calhoun  reminded  the  senate  of  the  trium- 
phant majority  by  w'hich  the  deposite  bill  had  been 
adopted  at  the  last  session;  and  as  there  had  occur- 
red nothing  since  then  to  change  the  principle  of  the 
measure  in  any  respect,  he  was  content  to  rest  Ihe 
present  question  onthe  principles  then  so  unanswer- 
ably established,  and  the  discussion  by  which  they 
had  been  defended  at  the  last  session. 

Mr.  Wright  said  that  the  principles  which  had  go- 
verned his  course  last  year  did  remain  unchanged, 
and  should  govern  it  now.  As  to  others,  he  presum- 
ed their  votes  last  session  had  been  governed  mainly 
by  the  fact  that  a large  surplus  was  actually  in  ex- 
istence, and  must  be  disposed  of  in  some  way. — 
Such  W'as  not  now  the  fact;  and  if  any  gentlemen 
should  change  their  course,  it  was  for  them  and  not 
for  Mr.  W.  to  give  the  reasons  for  such  change. 

Mr.  Clay  inquired  w'hether  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  chairman  of  the  finance  committee  and  those 
with  whom  he  acted,  that  if  a surplus  arose  it  was 
to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  deposite  banks,  where 
it  drew  an  interest  of  two  per  cent,  while  in  the 
hands  of  the  states  it  would  yield  six?  He  was  anx- 
ious to  know  what  w'as  to  be  the  policy  of  the  ad- 
ministration in  regard  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  Wright  interposed  to  say  that  its  policy 
vould  be  to  have  no  surplus. 

Then  (replied  Mr.  C.)  take  the  land  bill,  like  an 
honest  man,  and  there  is  a perfect  remedy  for  the 
difficulty..  Mr.  C.  then  adverted  to  remarks  made 
by  Mr.  Rives,  in  the  discussion  of  the  expunging 
resolution,  as  to  the  democratic  character  of  the  se- 
rate,  and  appealed  to  the  body  now  to  show  whe- 
ther it  would  justify  this  character  by  opposing  a 
neasure  coming  to  it  from  the  confessedly  democra- 
tic branch  of  the  government.  He  called  upon  all 
who  had  voted  for  the  distribution  bill  of  the  last 
session  to  rally  around  their  own  principles  and  op- 
pose the  striking  out.  But,  by  way  of  compromise, 
he  proposed ’the  adoption  of  the  land  bill,  &c.  He 
concluded  by  demanding  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr,  Buchanan  avowed  his  purpose  to  vote  for 
the  amendment,  (to  strike  out),  although  he  bad 
supported  the  distribution  bill  of  the  last  session; 
aid  went  into  a discussion  to  show,  from  the  great 
difference  of  circumstances  at  that  time  and  this, 
that  there  was  no  inconsistency  as  to  principle  in 
such  a course.  It  was  now'  totally  uncertain  whe- 
ther there  W'ould  be  any  surplus  in  January  next; 
his  own  impression  was  that,  after  deducting  five 
millions,  there  would  be  little  if  any  surplus  left. 
But  his  objection  to  the  present  bill  was  this,  that  it 
made  the  extreme  medicine  of  the  commonwealth 
its  daily  food — its  familiar  and  settled  policy.  Such 
a policy  would  produce  in  the  members  of  congress 
a hostility  to  all  expenditures  by  the  general  °-o- 
vernment,  since  thereby  the  dividend  of  their  own 
states  would  be  to  that  extent  diminished.  He  was 
sorry  the  senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  would 
not  consent  to  wait  till  the  next  session,  and  then, 
if  a surplus  should  accrue,  his  land  bill  would  come 
up  under  better  auspices.  Mr.  B.  w'ould  vastly 
prefer  that  bill  to  a system  of  annual  distribution  of 
surplus  in  the  treasury. 

, Mr.  Rives  explained,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay,  that 
his  remarks,  as  to  the  aristocratic  character  of  the 
senate,  had  no  reference  to  the  individual  character 
of.  its  members,  but  to  the  constitution  of  the  entire 
body,  in  its  collective  capacity,  as  farthest  removed 
from  an  expression  of  the  popular  will. 

As  to  the  appeal  of  the  senator  to  the  majority  of 
the  senate  to  exhibit  a deference  to  the  will  of  the 
people,  as  expressed  by  a vote  of  the  other  house, 
it  w'ould  have  had  more  weight  had  it  been  second- 
ed by  the  example  of  the  senator  himself.  Mr.  R. 
then  alluded  to  the  stern  rejection  of  the  three  mil- 
lion appropriation  for  fortifications,  which  had  been 
proposed  by  the  house  of  representatives  on  a for- 
mer memorable  occasion.  The  senate  was  now 
committed  before  the  world  to  a system  of  policy 
which  vvas  opposed  to. the  accumulation  of  surplus 
revenue;  and  there  w'as  not  the  slightest  inconsis- 
tency, if  in  adherence  to  that  policy,  it  rejected'  a 
measure  which  was  founded  on  a policy  directly 
the  reverse  of  this.  Mr.  R.  adverted,  as  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan had  done,  to  the  different  circumstances  in 
which  the  senate  had  been  placed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, as  a sufficient  reason  why  he  had  advocated  a 
similar  measure,  at  that  time,  to  that  which  he  should 
now"  oppose. 
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Mr.  Preston  having  referred  to  some  remarks  of 
Mr.  Rives,  urged  mat  congress  ought  to  regard  it  as 
an  indispensable  duty  to  save  the  money  of,  if  not 
for,  their  constituents . That  the  government  ought 
to  be  not  rigidly  parsimonious,  but  strictly  econo- 
mical; and  that  one  of  the  best  means  of  making 
them  economical  was  to  stimulate  the  people  to 
scrutinize  the  objects  and  the  manner  of  their  ex- 
penditures. The  distribution  of  all  necessary  sur- 
plus revenue,  he  maintained,  would  have  this  ten- 
dency. He  contrasted  a distribution  of  the  surplus, 


(Mr.  Ruggles  stated  that  the  aggregate  amount 
appropriated  bythis  bill  was  something  over  500,000 
dollars.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  bill  establishing  a 
collection  district  in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  (port 
of  entry  at  Vicksburg),  was  considered,  amended 
by  making  Alton,  Illinois,  a port  of  delivery,  and 
New  Castle  and  Wilmington,  Delaware,  one  port  of 
entry,  and  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  bill  in  addition  to 


and  its  wasteful  expenditure,  in  order  to  prevent  its  the  act  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen, 


accumulation;  and,  instead  of  admitting  that  these 
twc  correctives  of  a necessary  evil  were  equally  sa- 
lutiry,  he  maintained  that  a prodigal  expenditure  of 
the  revenue  for  such  a purpose  was  the  worst  pos- 
sible and  most  dangerous  of  all  expedients.  He  in- 
sisted that,  to  reduce  the  action  of  the  government 
within  its  proper  and  legitimate  sphere  was  much 
more  important  than  to  reduce  the  revenue,  or  pre- 
vent or  dispose  of  a surplus.  He  further  maintain- 
ed that,  if  there  should  be  no  surplus,  a contingent 
provision  for  its  distribution  would  at  least  be  total- 
ly harmless,  when,  with  a surplus,  there  would  be 
much  evil  in  the  want  of  such  a provision. 

Mr.  Ctuthbert,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Preston,  argued 
that  a distribution  of  the  surplus  would  lead  to  great 
and  unnecessary  taxation;  and  that  the  states,  as  a 
consequence,  would  either  get  and  exercise  the 
power  to  control  the  government  as  a machine  to 
make  and  dispense  donations  in  the  way  of  distri- 
bution; or  the  states  would  otherwise  verge  to  the 
opposite  extreme,  and  become  miserable  and  beg- 
garly dependents  on  the  general  government.  He 
denounced  distribution  as  new  in  principle,  as  well 
as  dangerous  in  practice,  and  as  going  to  disturb  all 
the  regular  operations  of  the  government;  and  he 
appealed  to  the  senate  to  maintain  unshaken  the 
great  principles  on  which  the''  government  was 
founded. 

Mr.  Niles  and  Mr.  Crittenden  also  addressed  the! 
senate  on  the  subject  of  the  amendment  of  the  house 
to  distribute  the  surplus  revenue;  after  which, 

The  senate  took  a recess  till  half  past  four. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

After  several  resolutions  of  minor  importance  had 
beeii  offered  and  disposed  of,  the  senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  house  making 
appropriations  for  fortifications,  & c.  for  the  year 
1837,  the  question  being  on  a motion  tp  strike  out 


was  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  -for  a 
third  reading.  (Afterwards  read  a third  time,  and 
passed). 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robinson,  the  bill  to  give  secu- 
rity to  correspondence  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  countries,  was  amended  by  a substitute, 
providing  for  an  increase  of  the  number -and  com- 
pensation of  clerks  and  watchmen  in  the  post  office 
department,  and  for  the  erection  of  a new  building 
for  that  department.  Mr.  Robinson  stated  that  the 
postmaster  general  had  recommended  to  the  com- 
mittee a reduction  of  postage,  as  there  was  a large 
surplus  of  money  in  the  department.  A majority 
of  the  committee  were,  however,  of  the  opinion  that 
it  ought  to  be  applied  in  increasing  mail  facilities, 
for  which  purpose  this  substitute  was  now  introduc- 
ed. Mr.  Knight  stated  that  the  minority  of  the 
committee  were  of  the  contrary  opinion. 

The  substitute  for  the  bill  was  adopted  as  the 
bill,  which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading,  and  subsequently  passed. 

The  following  bills  were  also  considered  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  ordered  to  a third  reading, 
and  subsequently  passed,  viz:  The  bill  making 
a final  disposition  of  the  four  sections  of  land  grant- 
ed to  the  Tombigbee  association  for  the  cultivation 
of  the  vine  and  olive.  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  captain  Peter  Craig.  The  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  citizens  of  Alexandria.  The  bill  autho- 
rising the  president  of  the  United  States  to  run  and 
mark  the  line  bounding  the  state  of  Missouri  on  thd 
north,  (which  was  amended).  A bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joshua  Davis  Underwood,  (amended  to  include 
the  case  of  another  individual  similarly  situated).-f 
The  above  bills  were  severally  ordered  to  their 
third  reading,  read  a third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  Wright  moved  the  consideration  of  a bill  an- 
ticipating the  payment  of  indemnities  accruing  to 


the  section  ol  the  bill  which  provided  for  a depo-i  c;tizens  of  the  United  States,  under  the  convention 


site  of  the  surplus  revenue  on  the  1st  of  January 
next  with  the  several  states. 

The  debate  was  continued  to  a late  hour  with 
much  earnestness,  when  the  question  was  taken  oh 
the  motion  above  stated,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Cuth- 
bert,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Rug- 
gles, Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall, 
Wright — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
Knight,  Moore,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  South- 
ard, Spence,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White 
—19. 

So  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  provision  for  the 
distribution  among  the  states  of  the  surplus  revenue 
on  the  1st  of  January  next,  was  decided  . in  the  affir- 
mative. 

And,  thus  amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  various  bills  which  were  yesterday  ordered 
to  a third  reading,  were  severally  read  a third  time 
and  passed. 

The  bill  concerning  pilots  came  up  on  its  thi[d 
reading.  Mr.  Calhoun  objected  to  it,  as  relating  to 
a subject  which  required  considerable  attention,  and 
as  one  which  he  was  rather  disposed  to  think  pro 
perly  belonged  to  the  several  states.  Mr.  Wall  ex 
plained  thfe  objects  of  the  bill  in  detail,  and  urged 
the  importance  of  its  passage.  Mr.  Wright  also 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill;  and  it  was  then  passed. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
light  houses,  light  boats,  buoys,  &c.  for  the  year 
1837.  Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee,  offered  va- 
rious amendments  to  the  bill,  (mostly  inconsidera- 
ble), one  of  which  requires  the  navy  commissioners 
to  examine  the  premises  before  any  appropriations 
shall  be  applied;  which  amendments  were  all  adopt- 
ed. Mr.  Calhoun  expressed  his  high  approbation  of 


this  amendment,  objecting,  however,  to  the  whole 
system,  and  especially  to  the  practice  of  making  ap- 
propriations before  the  examinations  are  actually 
made.  The  bill  was  still  further  amended  on  mo- 
tions of  Messrs.  Ruggles  and  Hendricks,  and  was 
then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading 


with  France  of  the  4th  of  July,  1831,  and  that  with 
the  Two  Sicilies  of  the  14th  October,  1832. 

Much  discussion  was  excited  by  this  motion; 
but  it  was  at  length  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported,  and  ordered  to  its 
third  reading  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clayton, 
Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hubbard,  Kent',  Linn,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Robinson,  Ruggles. 
Sevier,  Southard,  Tipton,  Walker,  Webster,  Wright 
20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Black,  Davis,  Hendricks,  King, 
of  Alabama,  Moore,  Swift,  Wall,  White — 8. 

A bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wetherall;  a bill 
for  the  relief  of  George  C.  Johnson;  a bill  for  the 
relief  of  James  Dutton;  were  severally  read  a third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  light  house  bill  was  read  a third  time,  and 
passed.  The  following  bills  were  read  a third 
time,  and  passed:  A bill  granting  a pension  to  Wil- 
liam Cooley.  A bill  for  the  reliefof  certain  per- 
sons [mail  contractors]  therein  named.  A bill  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Parsons.  A bill  establish- 
ing a collection  district  in  the  state  of  Mississippi. 
A bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  Samuel  Gibbs. 
A bill  granting  a pension  to  David  Gilmore.  A 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Michael  Thornton.  A bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  executor  of  J.  J.  Bulow.  A bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Henry 
Morfit.  A bill  authorising  the  transmission,  free  of 
postage,  of  certain  documents.  A bill  to  explain 
the  act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  United 
States  marine  corps.  A bill  for  the  relief  of  the  .le- 
gal representatives  of  Lucy  Bond  and  Hannah 
Douglas.  A bill  aulhorising  surveys  for  a national 
rendezvous  and  depot  near  the  southern  extremity 
of  Florida.  A bill  for  the  relief  of  Luigi  Persico. 
A bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptiste  Valle.  A bill 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  White.  A bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  H.  Mackintosh,  of  Florida.  The  se- 
nate then,  at  near  12  o’clock,  adjourned. 

[The  bills  passed  :o-day,  almost  without  excep- 
tion, have  yet  to  undergo  the  ordeal  of  the  house  of 
representatives.] 

March  1.  Mr.  Southard  presented  the  memorial 
of  2,500  Cherokee  Indians,  both  east  and  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  in  relation  to  the  treaty  with  their 
tribe,  ratified  at  the  last  session  of  the  senate,  re- 
monstrating against  that  treaty  as  fraudulent  in  its 


origin,  and  oppressive  in  its  effect,  and  praying  an 
investigation  of  the  subject  by  congress. 

Mr.  S.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  laid  on  the 
table  and  printed.  Mr.  Preston  opposed  the  print- 
ing as  a useless  expense,  and  as  tending  only  to 
create  pernicious  agitation. 

Mr.  Southard  disclaimed  all  disposition  to  debate 
the  question;  but  after  stating  the  nature  of  the  pe- 
tition, appealed  to  the  senate  in  behalf  of  what  he 
represented  as  the  wish  of  the  great  body  of  the 
Cherokee  nation  that  the  late  treaty  should  be  ex- 
amined into;  it  was  too  late  in  the  session  to  hope 
for  any  action  in  the  case,  but  he  hoped  the  print- 
ing of  the  memorial  would  not  be  refused.  Mr. 
Tipton,  after  referring  to  the  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion as  not  allowing  of  debate  upon  such  a ques- 
tion, moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  upon  the  ta- 
ble; which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  16th  joint  rule  of 
the  two  houses  was  suspended  so  as  to  allow  the 
transmission  of  bills  between  them,  wdnich  were 
passed  in  either  house  on  or  before  the  28th  ult. 
(so  as  to  allow  the  bills  passed  by  each  house  last 
evening  to  be  sent  to  the  other  house  to-day). — 
And  the  secretary  was  directed  to  inform  the  other 
house  accordingly. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  on  the  act  of  the  legislative 
council  of  Florida  incorporating  a bank  with 
$500,000  capital,  authorised  to  issue  notes  to  three 
times  that  amount,  with  unlimited  power  of  fire 
and  marine  insurance,  and  of  trading  in  real  estate. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance  re- 
ported the  bill  referred  to  them,  appropriating 
$2,000,000  additional,  for  the  suppression  of  Indian 
hostilities  for  1837,  with  an  amendment;  which  was 
adopted,  and  the  hill  was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

Also,  without  amendment,  the  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  West  Point  academy  for  1837;  which  was 
also  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  military  affairs, 
reported  a bill  to  amend  the  act  regulating  the  pay 
of  brevet  officers:  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported the  house  hill,  referred  to  them,  making  ap- 
propriations for  certain  harbors,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, with  an  amendment;  which  was  read. 

The  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Wall,  for  sup- 
plying the  committee  rooms  of  the  senate  with  va- 
rious worlva  putlialiea  l>y  unler  or  under  the  super- 
intendence of  congress,  was  read  a third  time;  and 
the  question  being  on  its  passage,  a brief  debate 
arose;  after  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the 
resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  to  purchase  nineteen  copies  of 
the  American  slate  papers,  published  by  Messrs. 
Gales  & Seaton,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Also,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  fortifica- 
tions for  1837,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Walker  called  up  his  resolution  for  the  re- 
cognition of  the  independence  of  Texas,  on  which 
a debate  of  much  interest  arose.  Mr.  Walker  ad- 
vocated his  resolution  by  a speech  of  much  earnest- 
ness, in  which  he  pressed  the  claims  of  Texas  for 
recognition  with  much  devoted  ardor. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Preston,  on  the  same 
side,  who  went  into  an  extensive  review  of  the  his- 
tory of  Mexico,  from  the  period  of  her  recognition 
by  our  own  government  to  the  present  time,  whence 
he  deduced  the  argument  that  she  never  had,  in 
fact,  exercised  control  over  Texas,  and  was  in  no 
condition  now  to  enforce  her  claims  of  sovereignty. 
He  then  went  into  a similar  review  of  the  history 
of  Texas,  past  and  present,  and  argued  to  show 
that  she  was  fully  capable  of  performing  the  duties, 
and  sustaining  the  responsibilities,  both  domestic 
and  foreign,  which  belong  to  an  independent  go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  Norvell,  after  a few  introductory  remarks,  of- 
fered an  amendment  to  Mr.  Walker’s  resolution, 
making  it  conditional  on  the  president’s  having  sa- 
tisfactoiy  evidence  that  Texas  was  capable  of  sus- 
taining her  independence,  and  assuming  the  re- 
sponsibility of  foreign  relations.  Mr.  Walker  ob- 
jected to  the  amendment,  as  not  advancing  the 
Texian  cause  beyond  the  point  at  which  it  stood 
last  sesion.  Mr.  Calhoun  also  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, and  spoke  for  a short  time  in  support  of  Mr. 
Walker'’ s resolution . 

Mr.  Clay  inquired  whether  the  resolution  was 
intendxl  to  be  followed  up  by  any,  and  what  legis- 
lative action.  He  objected  to  the  resolution  as 
covering  not  only  the  legislative  but  also  the  exe- 
cutive functions  of  the  government.  Though  he 
should  prefer  that  the  question  should  lie  over  a 
little  longer,  yet,  if  the  question  were  put  to  him. 
in  any  shape  in  which,  as  a legislator,  he  was  call- 
ed to  give  an  affirmative  or  negative  vote,  he  should, 
in  conformity  with  the  principles  on  which  he  had 
always  acted  in  reference  to  the  South  American 
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states,  give  an  affirmative  answer.  But  there  would 
then  remain  behind  the  very  grave  and  important 
question  of  annexation;  on  which  he  would  at  pre- 
sent express  no  opinion.  They  were  entirely  dis- 
tinct questions;  and  a vote  on  the  one  would  nd 
commit  any  man  on  the  other.  As  the  questioi 
would  come  up,  however,  on  the  appropriation  bil 
from  the  house,  he  should  prefer,  if  agreeable  t> 
the  mover,  to  move  at  present  that  it  be  laid  upoi 
the  table. 

Mr.  Walker  said  that  there  would  be  no  incor- 
sistency  in  adopting  his  resolution,  and  then  voting 
on  the  item  in  the  appropriation  bill.  The  lattfr 
was  contingent  in  its  character,  but  this  resolutim 
gave  a positive  expression  of  the  opinion  of  tie 
senate.  He  contended  for  the  propriety  of  such  in 
expression  of  opinion,  and  against  casting  the  whde 
burden  of  responsibility  on  the  executive. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  after  expressing  his  best  wishes 
for  the  success  of  Texas,  and  his  confident  hope  of 
it,  contended  that  this  was  not  the  moment  in  which 
it  became  us  to  act.  Every  one  knew  that  the  suc- 
cess of  Texas  thus  far  had  been  acheived  mainly  )y 
men  and  resources  drawn,  in  fact,  by  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  though  without  any  recognitioj 
of  its  government;  and  as  the  people  of  Texas  hal 
adopted  a resolution  that,  so  soon  as  we  should  re- 
cognise their  independence,  they  would  immediate 
ly  apply  for  reception  into  the  United  States  as  i 
state  of  this  union,  we  might  expose  ourselves,  ir, 
the  view  of  the  world,  to  the  strongest  suspicions 
of  a departure  from  that  impartiality  which  we  had 
always  observed  toward  other  nations.  As  Santa 
Ana  had  his  life  given  him  by  the  people  of  Texas, 


Hendricks,  Linn,  Moore,  Mouton,  Niles,  Parker, 
Preston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Spence, 
Strange,  Walker,  White — 23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clayton, 
Davis,  Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Ga. 
Knight,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Page,  Prentiss, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Wright 
—19. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  announcement  of  this  vote  called  forth  some 
applause  from  the  gallery,  which  was  promptly 
checked  by  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1837.  The  amend- 
ments offered  by  the  committee  were  adopted.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Rives,  the  bill  was  further  amended 
by  appropriating  $100,000  to  launch  and  secure  the 
United  States  snip  of  the  line  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
Calhoun  remarked  that  the  balances  on  hand  for  the 
naval  service  amounted  to  about  $4,800,000.  This, 
with  the  appropriations  of  this  bill,  would  make  the 
whole  a very  large  sum,  rather  greater  than  the 
whole  expenditure  of  government  under  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, and  about  equal  to  the  highest  entire  expendi- 
ture under  Mr.  Adams.  Mr.  Rives  replied  that  these 
appropriations  were  in  addition  to  outstanding  ba- 
lances, except  where  the  contrary  was  expnssed  in 
the  bill.  The  objects,  he  said,  were  distinct  For- 
mer outstanding  appropriations  were  for  the  com- 
pletion of  works  begun;  but  the  objects  of  the  ap- 
propriations of  this  bill  were  new  and  distinct. 
Hr.  Calhoun  said  he  would  now  say  to  the  senate 
(hat  this  bill,  in  connexion  with  previous  appro 


day  cecided  that,  in  their  judgment,  Texas  was  in- 
dependent. 

The  amendment  was  negatived,  bj  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Crit- 
teiden,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  Linn,  Moore,  Mouton, 
Parker,  Preston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Walker, 
White — 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clayton, 
Davis,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King,  of 
.Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Nor- 
vell,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster,  Wright — 21. 

Mr.  Preston  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  relates  to  the  salaries  of  librarian,  assist- 
ant librarian  and  messengers,  with  a view  to  in- 
crease them;  but  it  was  rejected.  On  his  motion, 
$400  was  appropriated  for  part  payment  of  the  art- 
ist who  made  a bust  of  the  late  chief  justice  Ells- 
worth. 

Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  moved  an  amendment  for 
extra  compensation  to  the  judge  of  the  district  of 
East  Florida,  who  had  adjudicated  on  certain  pri- 
vate land  claims,  $1,500,  accompanied  with  a clause 
repealing  the  act  for  this  charge  in  future.  It  was 
not  agreed  to.  The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the 
senate.  The  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  ordered  to  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  moved  a resolution  for  the 
monthly  publication  of  the  amount  received  from 
the  customs  and  from  public  lands;  but,  before  any 
decision  was  had,  the  senate  adjourned,  at  half  past 
10  o’clock. 

March  2.  Mr.  Morris  presented  sindry  petitions 


and  was  likely  to  return  with  acclamations  to  the  ^nations,  would  put  under  the  control  of  the  navy  (from  New  York  and  Ohio,  for  the  abolition  of  sla- 


government  of  Mexico,  would  it  not  be  better  to  cepartment  something  like  $12,000,000.  The  bill 
wait  and  see  whether  he  would  not  fulfil  the  pro- , was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading,  and  subsequent- 
mise  he  had  been  understood  to  have  made  of  using , y read  a third  time,  and  passed. 


his  great  influence  in  favor  of  his  liberators.  Mr. 
B.  did  not  believe  he  would  have  the  least  desire- 
to  try  a war  with  Texas  again,  &c.  The  senate 
then  took  the  usual  recess. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
solution on  the  independence  of  Texas,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Norvell, 

Mr.  Preston  addressed  the  senate  at  some  length, 
chiefly  in  reply  to  Mr.  Buchanan,  urging  that  for- 
mer precedents  not  only  warranted  but  required 
the  express  action  of  congress  at  this  time,  the  sub- 
ject having  been  referred  to  them  by  the  president, 
and  the  facts  being  such  as  not  only  to  justify  but 
demand  a recognition.  He  urged  both  the  impro- 
priety of  referring  the  subject  wholly  to  the  presi- 
dent, and  his  unwillingness  to  trust  with  him  the 
whole  responsibility.  He  insisted  that  for  congress 
to  wait  till  Mexico  should  recognize  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas  was  at  variance  with  all  former  pre- 
cedents. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  waiving  reply,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  negativ- 
ed by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clayton, 
Davis,  Hubbard,  King,  of  Ala.  Knight,  Morris, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Page,  Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Wright— 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Cal- 
houn, Cuthbert,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grun- 
dy, Hendricks,  Linn,  Moore,  Mouton,  Niles,  Par- 
ker, Preston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Spence, 
Strange,  Walker,  White — 22. 


The  bill  making  an  additional  appropriation  for 
(lie  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  for  1837,  and 
ihe  hill  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  West  Point 
military  academy,  were  severally  read  a third  time 
ind  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  senate  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain 
cold)  harbors,  and  for  the  removal  of  obstructions 
it  the  mouths  of  certain  rivers.  Several  amend- 
ments from  the  committee  were  adopted;  the  bill 
vas  then  further  amended,  on  motions  of  several 
members,  and  was  finally  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  finance  Committee,  report- 
ed the  appropriation  bill  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  the  government  lbr  the  year  1837,  with 
numerous  amendments,  which  were  agreed  to. — ! 
Mr.  Webster  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting 
$5,000  to  complete  the  law  library  of  congress  ac- 
cording to  a catalogue  to  be  furnished  by  "the  chief 
justice  of  the  United  States.  \t  was  agreed  to. — 
Mr.  Walker  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  increasing 
the  salary  of  the  recorder  of  the  general  land  office 
to  $2,500;  which  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Wright  mov- 
ed to  insert  $2,000  for  the  salary  ot  a secretary  of 
legation  to  Mexico.  Agreed  to.  Mr.  Parker  mov- 
ed to  insert  $30,000  for  the  purchase  of  the  manu- 
scripts of  Mr.  Madison  containing  a recorl  of  the 
debates  of  the  convention. 

Mr.  Hubbard  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  vdiich 
being  taken,  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Buch- 
anan, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Fulton, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Norvell, 


The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Norvell  was  lost  | Parker,  Preston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Southard,  Tall 


lepr 


by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clayton, 
Davis,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Morris,  Norvell,  Page, 
Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson, 
Wall,  Wright— 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Cal- 
houn, Cuthbert,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Moore,  Mou- 
ton, Nicholas,  Niles,  Parker,  Preston,  Rives,  Robin- 
son, Sevier,  Spence,  Strange,  Tipton,  Walker, 
White— 25. 

The  original  resolution,  as  offered  by  Mr.  Wal- 
ker, was  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  state  of  Texas  having  estab- 
lished and  maintained  an  independent  government, 
capable  of  performing  those  duties,  foreign  and  do- 
mestic, which  appertain  to  independent  govern- 
ments, and  it  appearing  that  there  is  no  longer  any 
reasonable  prospect  of  the  successful  ptosecution 
of  the  war  by  Mexico  against  said  state,  it  is  expe- 
dient and  proper,  and  in  conformity  with  the  laws 
of  nations,  and  the  practice  of  this  government  in 
like  cases,  that  the  independent  political  fexistence 
of  said  state  be  acknowledged  by  the  government 
of  the  United  States.” 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  this  resolution  Tvas 
decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  B'ack,  Cal- 
houn, Cuthbert,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fultoa,  Grundy, 


madge.  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  Wright — 
25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Calhour.,  Davis,  Hubbard,  King, 
of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Moore,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Swift,  Tipton — 12. 

Mr.  Buchanan  moved  for  statuary  for  the  eastern 
front  of  the  capitol  $8,000.  He  said  he  had  been 
advised  not  to  insert  the  name  of  any  artist,  al- 
though, from  his  knowledge  of  Mr.  Persico,  (on 
whose  character  and  talents  he  pronounced  a hand- 
some eulogy),  he  was  strongly  inclined  to  insert 
his  name  here,  as  it  had  bten  in  the  bill  from  the 
house.  He,  however, woulq  waive  doing  so,  in  the 
hope  that  Mr.  Persico  might  be  appointed  to  exe- 
cute the  work.  Mr.  Webster  advocated  the  amend- 
ment; but  as  art,  like  science^  belonged  to  the  worid, 
and  not  to  any  particular  nation,  he  was  opposed  to 
designating  any  individual  artist,  whether  an  Ame- 
rican or  a foreigner.  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  • 

Mr.  Fulton  moved  an  amendment  for  the  com- 
pensation of  the  surveyor  general  of  Arkansas 
$2,000.  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  of  the  appropriation  foj  the  contingent  appoint- 
ment of  a diplomatic  agtnt  to  Texas,  the  words 
“may  receive  satisfactory  evidence  that  Texas  is 
an  independent  power.”  Mr.  W.  advocated  the 
amendment  on  the  ground  that  the  sena  te  had  this 


very  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Not  received 
Mr.  Robinson  also  presented  a petition.  Mr.  Ew- 
ng,  of  Ohio,  offered  a resolution,  which  was  by 
tonsent  adopted,  requesting  the  president  to  cause 
nquiry  to  be  made  respecting  the  alleged  raising  of 
:he  southern  waters  of  Lake  Erie  by  the  public 
works  at  Black  Rock. 

Mr.  McKean  offered  a resolution  giving  the  usual 
extra  compensation  to  the  messengers  of  the  senate 
ind  police  of  the  capitol;  which,  by  consent,  was 
lead  three  times  and  passed. 

Mr.  Calhoun  having  alluded  to  a correspondence 
procured  from  the  president  by  a senate  resolution, 
in  relation  to  the  brigs  Emporium  and  Enterprise, 
m which  aggressions  had  been  committed  by  the 
authorities  of  Bermuda,  said  there  was  still  an  addi- 
tional case,  which  was  that  of  the  brig  Comet,  on 
which  similar  aggressions  had  been  made  four  or 
five  years  ago.  Mr.  C.  then  commented  in  strong- 
terms  upon  the  correspondence,  and  the  conduct 
of  the  British  government,  and  avowed  his  deter- 
mination to  press  the  subject  at  every  session,  till 
respect  in  this  case  should  be  rendered  to  our  flag. 
The  resolutions  offered  yesterday  were  adopted. 
The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  government  for  the  year 
1S37,  and  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain 
(old)  harbors,  &c.  for  1837,  were  severally  read 
a third  time  and  passed;  the  latter  by  the  following 
vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clayton, 
Davis,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Linn,  McKean, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Robbins,  Robinson, 
Ruggles,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wall,  Web- 
ster, Wright — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  King,  of  Alaba- 
ma, Moore,  Parker,  Preston,  Rives,  Strange,  Wal- 
ker, White— 10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  house 
for  the  construction  and  repair  of  certain  roads,  (in- 
cluding the  Cumberland);  which,  after  some  de- 
bate, was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  this  bill  was  afterward 
taken  up,  the  portion  relating  to  Alabama  was 
stricken  out,  and  a motion  to  strike  out  the  fourth 
section,  providing  that  the  money  should  be  repaid 
out  of  the  two  per  cent,  state  funds,  was  negatived 
by  yeas  21,  nays  22. 

The  bill  wa3  then  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Ruggles  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the 
resolution  relating  to  the  independence  of  Texas, 
he  having,  as  he  stated,  voted  in  the  affirmative  un- 
der a misapprehension. 

After  a lew  remarks,  Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  lay 
this  motion  on  the  table;  which  was  negatived,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Cal- 
houn,  Clay,  Cuthbert,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Parker,  Preston,  Robinson,  Se- 
vier, Strange,  Walker,  White — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hubbard,  King, 
of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  McKean, 
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Morris,  Norvell,  lage,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Rugdes, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson, 
Wall,  Webster,  Wright — 25. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  then  tried,  and  de- 
cided as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Daf 
vis,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hubbaid,  Kent,  King,  of  Alai 
bama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  McKean,  Morris, 
Norvell,  Page,  Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster, 
Wright— 24. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  Critlenden,  Cuthbert,  Ewing,  of  Illi- 
nois, Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Linn,  Lyon, 
Moore,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Parker,  Preston,  Rives 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange,  Walker,  White — 24. 

The  votes  being  equal,  the  motion  for  reconside- 
ration was  negatived. 

The  senate  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the 
house  to  the  bill  concerning  pilots. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Orange  H.  Dibble  was 
ordered  to  a third  reading;  also,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Peter  Harmony,  of  New  York;  and  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  and  James  Brown,  half-breed 
Cherokees. 

The  resolution  of  the  senate  opening  the  way  for 
the  transmission  of  bills  between  the  two  houses, 
passed  by  either  house  on  the  28th  ultimo,  was  re- 
turned from  the  other  house  with  two  amendments; 
one,  admitting  the  transmission  of  joint  resolutions, 
was  at  once  concurred  in.  The  othef,  allowing 
bills  to  be  sent  to  the  president  on  the  last  day  of 
the  session,  was  also  concurred  in,  (ayes  28),  after 
some  debate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  judiciary 
committee,  the  senate  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  house  to  the  bill  continuing  the  acts 
for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United 
States. 

A large  number  of  private  bills  were  considered 
and  ordered  to  a third  reading — and  several  bills  of 
minor  importance  indefinitely  postponed. 

A message  having  been  received  from  the  house 
of  representatives  disagreeing  to  the  amendment  of 
the  senate  in  striking  out  the  2d  section  of  the  for- 
tification bill,  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the 
surplus  revenue  among  the  states.  Mr.  Wright 
moved  that  the  senate  do  insist  upon  its  amendment. 
Mr.  Calhoun  expressed  his  hope  that  the  senate 
would  recede,  and  not  resist  an  expression  of  the 
will  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  given  by 
so  decided  a majority  as  was  said  to  have  voted  in 
the  other  house.  Mr.  Clay  said  it  was  at  least  in 
order  to  indulge  in  suppositions  as  to  what  had 
passed  elsewhere;  and  supposing  the  land  bill  to 
have  been  rejected  in  the  other  house,  (a  fact  he 
rejoiced  to  hear),  could  any  senator  doubt  that 
there  would  remain  a large  surplus  in  the  treasury, 
especially  if  other  measures  which  had  passed  the 
senate,  and  which  contemplated  large  expendi- 
tures, should  follow  the  fate  of  the  land  bill?  He 
urged  the  propriety  of  submitting  to  an  expression 
of  the  popular  will,  so  distinctly  manifested  as  it 
had  now'  been.  Was  it  not  wisdom  to  look  ahead? 
— to  provide  for  the  future?  If  a surplus  accumu- 
lated, was  it  not  better  to  return  it  to  the  people  of 
the  several  states  than  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  deposite  banks?  As  to  what  had  lately  been 
said  by  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bu- 
chanan) in  regard  to  his  favor  lor  a land  bill  he  had 
formerly  had  the  honor  to  introduce,  and  the  favor- 
able prospects  of  that  bill,  Mr.  C.  had  not  seen  any 
indications  in  the  course  of  the  senate  which  would 
encourage  much  hope  for  that  measure,  (though 
Mr.  C.  did  not  finally  relinquish  hope  in  regard  to 
• it);  but  although  he  should  infinitely  prefer  such  a 
disposition  of  the  surplus  revenue  as  that  bill  pro- 
posed, he  would  accept,  as  an  alternative  measure, 
the  distribution  clause  inserted  by  the  other  house 
in  the  fortification  bill,  rather  than  leave  the  mo- 
ney in  the  deposite  banks.  Mr.  C.  said  that  the 
country  owed  its  thanks  to  the  other  house  for  what 
it  had  done;  he  rejoiced  to  see  light  breaking  out 
in  that  glorious  quarter,  so  immediately  related  to 
the  people:  and  was  it  possible  that  a majority  of 
the  senate  w'ould  oppose  the  ascertained  popular 
will  in  relation  to  the  disposition  of  the  surplus 
revenue?  The  senate  had  tried  the  house  once, 
and  they  insisted  on  the  amendment.  They  knew 
the  ground  on  which  they  stood;  they  wrell  knew 
that  they  were  with  the  people  in  the  stand  they 
had  taken. 

Would  the  senate,  with  all  these  facts  before 
them,  repeat  the  vote  they  had  before  given?  He 
trusted  not.  He  put  it  to  the  majority,  who  held 
the  power  of  this  body,  whether  they  would  not 
yield  to  the  wishes  of  the  people;  wishes  known 
hot  merely  by  the  course  of  their  representatives, 
hut  through  a thousand  other  channels,  so  that  it 
was  impossible  to  mistake  it?  Would  gentlemen 
insist  on  leaving  the  public  money  in  the  hands  of 


the  deposite  banks,  and  under  such  an  agency  as 
now  superintended  them? 

Mr.  Crittenden  made  some  remarks,  which,  ow- 
ing to  his  relative  position,  and  the  noise  in  the 
house,  could  not  be  heard  at  the  reporter’s  seat. 
He  was  understood  to  refer  to  the  reproaches  cast 
on  him,  and  those  who  voted  with  him,  on  a former 
occasion,  for  the  loss  of  the  fortification  bill;  and  to 
ask,  if  the  fortification  bill  should  now  be  lost,  at 
whose  door  the  blame  would  lie? 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  something  still  less  perfectly 
heard.  He  said  the  naked  question  was,  whether 
the  surplus  revenue  should  be  left  in  the  deposite 
banks,  or  should  be  returned  to  the  people  to  whom 
it  belonged? 

The  question  waS  now  taken,  and  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buch- 
anan, Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of 
Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas’  Niles, 
Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright — 28. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hendricks, 
Kent,  Knight,  McKean,  Moore,  Morris,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Robbins,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tom- 
linson, Webster,  White — 22. 

The  bill  to  aid  the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria 
tail  road  tompany  to  construct  their  road  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  having  undergone  much  de- 
late, and  some  amendments,  the  senate  took  a re- 
cess till  half  past  four. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  senate,  informally,  passed  over  the  bill  under 
consideration,  and  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Furley  Kellogg;  which  was  ordered  to  a third  read- 
ing. 

They  then  took  up  the  Indian  appropriation  bill, 
which  had  come  from  the  house  with  amendments, 
havering  the  expenses  of  several  Indian  treaties  on 
pir  north  western  frontier,  and  sundry  minor  items 
fir  examining  the  country  to  the  south  west  of 
[Missouri,  and  into  the  depredations  in  Florida  pre- 
vious to  the  war,  and  for  the  salaries  of  additional 
Indian  agents. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  White,  objections  by 
Mr.  Sevier,  and  replies  by  Mr.  Tipton,  the  amend- 
ments were  concurred  in. 

The  bills  which  had  in  the  morning  received  their 
first  and  second  reading  were  read  a third  time  and 
passed. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  bill  respecting  the 
nil  road  to  Fredericksburg. 

Mr.  Hubbard  strenuously  opposed  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  which,  as  he  stated,  went  to  ap- 
propriate $300,000  to  the  construction  of  the  road. 
He  asked  the  yeas  aid  nays. 

Mr.  Parker  replied,  contending  that  the  money 
was  to  be  spent  exclusively  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  by  which  all  constitutional  objection 
was  removed. 

Mr.  Preston  advocated  the  amendments,  stated 
the  miserable  state  of  the  road  at  present,  and  asked 
why,  when  public  works  were  made  toward  every 
other  poict  of  the  compass,  the  moment  any  thing 
was  proposed  towards  the  south,  it  was  strenuously 
opposed. 

After  a desultory  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Kent, 
Hublard,  Preston,  Walker,  Norvell,  Swift,  Rives, 
Buchanan,  Parker,  Hendricks,  Brown  and  Lyon  took 
part,  and  in  which  the  constitutional  objections  to 
the  measure  were  discussed,  (the  bill  being  zealous- 
ly advocated, 'especially  by  Mr.  Parker),  the  bill  was 
slightly  amended,  and  thenordered  to  its  third  read- 
ing, by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows:  yeas  19,  nays  15. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  business,  and  remained  engaged  in  it 
until  a late  hour,  and  then  adjourned. 

March  3.  After  some  unimportant  business  had 
been  transacted,  and  the  senate  had  spent  some 
time  in  executive  business — 

Mr.  Wright  offered  a resolution,  which,  by  con- 
sent, and  after  some  debate,  was  adopted,  rescind- 
ing the  senate  resolution  which  authorised  the  ap- 
pointment of  two  additional  clerks  in  the  secretary’s 
office,  at  a salary  of  $1,250  each;  and  authorising 
the  sppointment  of  three  such  clerks  at  a salary  of 
$1,1:00  each,  to  continue  in  force  till  the  end  of  the 
ne:c:  session  of  congress. 

Cn  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  concurred 
in  the  amendments  of  the  house  to  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  the  government  for  the  year  1837. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  a resolution  was  adopt- 
ed requesting  the  presid«nt  of  the  U.  States,  when 
he  shall  have  acted  on  the  proceedings  of  the  milita- 
ry court  of  inquiry,  recently  held  at  Frederick,  Md. 
to  communicate  a copy  thereof  to  the  senate,  and 
directing  the  secretary  o:’  the  senate  to  cause  the 
same  to  be  printed,  and  transmitted  to  the  senators. 


A message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, stating  that  the  house  insisted  on  its  dis- 
agreement to  the  amendment  to  the  senate  to  the 
fortification  bill,  (which  amendment  struck  out  the 
cliuse  providing  for  a distribution  of  the  surplus  re- 
venue), whereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  request  a conference, 
anl  appoint  on  their  part  Messrs.  Wright,  Parker 
and  Webster,  as  a committee  to  conduct  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  when  the  annual  statement  of  the 
coqmerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  States  shall 
becompleted,  the  usual  number  be  printed  for  the 
us^of  the  senate. 

"he  senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a printer  on 
ther  part. 

Number  of  votes  cast  ...  50 

Necessary  to  a choice  . . .26 

Messrs.  Blair  & Rives  received  . 2S 

Messrs.  Gales  & Seaton  . . .19 

Mr.  Allen  .....  2 

Blank  ......  1 

Messrs.  Blair  & Rives  were  therefore  declared  by 
the  c/mir  to  be  duly  elected  printers  to  the  senate 
for  the  next  term  of  two  years. 

The  chair  announced  to  the  senate  that  there  was 
n>  business  on  the  table,  or  otherwise  before  the 
srnate. 

The  senate  then  took  a recess  till  half  past  four 
o’clock. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Feb.  23.  Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  reported  the  senate 
bill  entitled  ‘-an  act  designating  and  limiting  the 
funds  receivable  for  the  revenues'  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  following  amendment: 

“Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  part  of  this 
ict  shall  be  construed  as  repealing  any  existing  law 
relative  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue  from  cus- 
toms or  public  lands,  in  the  legal  currency,  or  as 
substituting  bank  notes  of  any  description  as  a law- 
ful currency  of  coin,  as  provided  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States;  nor  to  deprive  the  secre- 
tory of  the  treasury  of  the  power  to  direct  the  col- 
hetors  or  the  receivers  of  the  public  revenue,  whe- 
tner  derived  from  duties,  taxes,  debts  or  sales  of 
jublic  lands,  not  to  receive  in  payment  of  any  sums 
Jue  to  the  United  States  the  notes  of  any  bank  or 
ianks  which  the  said  secretary  may  have  reason 
to  believe  unworthy  of  credit,  or  which  he  appre- 
hends may  be  compelled  to  suspend  specie  pay- 
ments. ” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  bill,  with  the 
amendment,  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  take 
ffieir  place  on  the  speaker’s  table1. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  also  reported,  with  amendments, 
the  bill  to  authorise  the  proper  officers  of  the  trea- 
sury department  to  credit  the  account  of  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States  with  the  amount  of  una- 
vailable funds  standing  to  his  debit  on  the  books  of 
the  treasury,  to  transfer  the  amonnt  to  the  debit  of 
the  banks,  and  individuals  indebted  for  the  same, 
and  to  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
compromise  and  settle  said  claims;  which  said  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a third  time 
to-morrow. 

A number  of  reports  on  private  petitions  were 
received  and  disposed  of. 

A resolution,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Haynes, 
directing  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  cause  ex- 
iminations  to  be  made  of  the  sea-coast  south  of 
the  Chesapeake  bay,  With  regard  to  the  location  of 
light  houses,  beacons,  &c.  and  to  report  the  result 
to  congress  at  its  next  session  was  considered  and 
agreed  to. 

A resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  Cambreleng  and 
adopted  that  from  and  after  this  day  the  daily  hour 
of  meeting  of  the  house  of  representatives  shall  be 
10  o’clock,  and  that  there  shall  be  a daily  recess 
from  3 to  half  past  4 o’clock. 

After  some  other  unimportant  business,  the  house 
proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  resumed 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for 
1837;  when  Mr.  Jarvis  resumed  his  remarks  in  op- 
position to  the  appropriation  ($400,000)  for  fitting 
out  the  ship  Pennsylvania,  and  replied  to  the  argu- 
ments of  Mr.  Sutherland  in  favor  of  it,  &c.  Mr. 
Reed  followed  Mr.  Jarvis,  and  also  opposed  the  ap- 
propriation Mr.  D.  J.  Pearce  replied  on  the  other 
side,  and  repeated  the  arguments  in  favor  of  the  ap- 
propriation. Mr.  Cambreleng  rose  and  protested 
against  any  further  speech-making  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Sutierland  would  only  say  one  word.  The 
ship  Pennsylvania  could  not  be  launched  at  all,  if 
not  launched  shortly;  for  a new  street  was  being 
constructed  in  Philadelphia,  along,  the  wharves,  to 
be  called  Wharf  street,  and  its  course  was  such  as 
to  run  between  the  ship  and  the  navy  yard,  thereby 
causing  great  difficulty  in  the  progress  of  launch- 
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ing,  &c.  and,  furthermore,  owing  to  the  vast  depo- 
sites  formed  in  the  river  by  the  operation  of  the 
breakwater,  the  channel  was  filling  up  so  rapidly 
that  the  difficulty  of  the  ship’s  getting  to  sea,  alter 
being  launched,  was  daily  increasing. 

Mr.  Parker  made  some  remarks  on  the  other 
side. 

The  question  (on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  had 
heretofore  been  ordered)  was  then  taken,  and  decid- 
ed in  the  affirmative — yeas  125,  nays  55. 

So  the  house  concurred  with  the  committee  of 
the  whole  in  the  amendment,  striking  out  the  pro- 
posed appropriation  for  the  equipment  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania. 

A large  number  of  amendments  were  considered 
in  succession,  some  of  which  were  adopted  and 
others  rejected.  Finally,  Mr.  D.  J.  Pearce  called 
for  the  previous  question;  which  the  house  second- 
ed— ayes  69,  noes  56;  so  there  was  a second.  Mr. 
Hannegan  moved  a call  of  the  house,  which  the 
house  refused.  And  the  main  question  was  order- 
ed to  be  now  taken.  Mr.  Hannegan  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  main  question,  which  were 
not  ordered. 

And  the  main  question  being  taken  on  the  en- 
grossment of  the  bill,  and  ordering  the  same  to  a 
third  reading,  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a third  reading  at 
this  time.  The  bill  having  been  read,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  on  its  final  passage,  Mr.  Robertson  mov- 
ed to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  with  instructions  to  reduce  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  the  appropriation  on  such  matters  as 
might  be  susceptible  of  reduction.  After  some  re- 
marks from  Messrs.  Robertson  and  Cambreleng,  Mr. 
Vanderpoel  called  for  the  previous  question,  which 
the  house  seconded— yeas  87,  noes  44;  so  there  was 
a second;  and  the  house  determined  that  the  main 
question  be  now  put.  Mr.  Gholson  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  main  question,  which  were  refused. 
And  the  main^  question  “Shall  the  bill  pass?”  was 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative;  so  the  bill  was 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  Indian  ap- 
propriation bill,  which  had  been  returned  from  the 
senate  with  certain  amendments,  was  committed  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
and  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  army  appropriation 
bill.  The  pending  question  was  on  the  amendment 
providing  for  the  pay  of  the  volunteers  of  Tennes- 
see, Kentucky,  &c.  called  out  under  the  requisition 
of  gen.  Gaines,  &c. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Jarvis,  Bell, 
E.  Whittlesey  and  Lewis — 

Mr.  Graves  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting 
therein  the  provisions  of  the  senate  act  before  re- 
ferred to,  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  said 
volunteers.  [Which  bill  allows  one  month’s  pay  and 
expenses.]  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  offered  an  amend- 
ment making  a similar  provision  for  the  rangers 
who  served  as  volunteers,  commanded  by  major 
Holt.  Mr.  Graves  accepted  this  as  a modification, 
and  the  amendment,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Peyton  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting 
an  appropriation  of  $150,000  for  arrears  of  pay  due 
to  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  raised  on  the  10th 
of  December,  1812,  and  discharged  December  10 
1313. 

[These  volunteers  were  at  home  during  a por- 
tion of  this  term,  but  were  liable  to  be  called  on  for 
service  at  any  time  during  the  said  term.] 

This  amendment  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Peyton, 
D.  J.  Pearce,  Bell  and  Mason,  of  6hio. 

When,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  and 
pending  the  question,  Mr.  Mason  moved  that  the 
bill  should  be  laid  aside  until  there  should  be  a more 
full  attendance  of  members,  and  that  the  committee 
take  up  the  bill  authorising  the  purchase  of  suitable 
sites  for  the  erection  of  marine  hospitals  on  the 
western  rivers  and  lakes  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting 
an  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  the  purchase  of  a 
site  and  the  building  of  an  hospital  at  Wilmington, 
North  Carolina,  and  $10,000  for  a similar  object  at 
Newport,  Rhode  Island.  Mr  Owens,  of  Georgia, 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding  thereto 
an  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  a similar  object  at 
Savannah,  Georgia. 

The  subject  was  debated  at  great  length  by 
Messrs.  McKay,  Wardwell,  Mercer,  D.  J.  Pearce, 
Dunlap,  Bond,  Reynolds , Reed,  Denny,  Granger, 
Graves,  Parker,  Harper  and  Calhoon,  of  Kentucky! 
When  the  question  on  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment was  taken,  and  rejected.  And,  the  question 
being  put  on  the  original  amendment,  the  same 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  Parker  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  after  the  8th  line  a provision  empowerin'’- 
the  president  of  the  United  States  to  select  and 


purchase  on  the  Atlantic  border,  sites  for  the  erec- 
tion of  marine  hospitals  not  to  exceed  six  in  num- 
ber, &c.  Which  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Dunlap  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  two  ad- 
ditional sections;  the  one  appropriating  $10,000  for 
the  erection  ofa  marine  hospital  at  Memphis,  Ten- 
nessee. And  the  other  requiring  the  collectors  of 
the  different  ports  to  enforce  the  act  of  1802,  re- 
quiring captains  of  boals  to  pay  20  cents  on  each 
person  under  his  command,  navigating  the  western 
river.  Both  which  amendments  were  rejected. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
for  the  erection  of  marine  hospitals  on  the  western 
waters  to  the  house,  and  also  reported  progress 
on  the  army  appropriation  bill.  The  former  wa3 
then  taken  up  on  the  question  of  engrossment. 

Mr.  Patton  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing clause  of  the  bill,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays.  After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  P.  in  sup- 
port of  his  motion,  Mr.  Hannegan  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question,  but  withdrew  the  demand  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Mercer,  and  on  his  promise  to  renew 
it.  Mr.  Mercer  then  made  some  remarks  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Patton.  After  which,  Mr.  M.  in  obedience 
to  promise,  renewed  the  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  it  prevailed. 

And  the  main  question  being  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading,  was  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  And,  .on  motion  of 
Mr.  Briggs,  at  half  past  seven  o’clock,  the  house 
adjourned. 

Friday,  Feb.  24.  Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  senate  entitled  “an  act  in  amendment 
of  the  acts  respecting  the  judicial  system  of  the 
U.  States,’’  reported  the  same  witlout  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith , from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  a bill  to  provide  for  certain  har- 
bors and  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  and  at 
the  mouths  of  certain  rivers,  and  for  other  purposes, 


during  the  year  1837;  which  was  twice  ^read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  Sutherland,  from  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, reported  a bill  to  suspend  the  operations  of 
the  2d  proviso  of  the  3d  section  of  Hie  act  entitled 
“an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  government  for  the  year 
1835;”  which  bill  wa3  twice  read  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Howard,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, to  whom  had  been  referred  the  message  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States  of  February  8th 
in  relation  to  Mexico,  made  a repork 

Mr.  Thomson,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  the  report  be 
read;  which  was  read  accordingly. 

The  report  concludes  with  the  following  resolu- 
tions: ° 

“ Resolved , That  the  indignities  offered  to  the 
American  flag,  and  injuries  committed  upon  the 
persons  and  property  of  American  citizens  by  of- 
ficers of  the  Mexican  government,  and  the  refusal 
or  neglect  of  that  government  to  make  suitable 
atonement,  would  justify  the  congress  of  the  U. 
States  in  taking  measures  to  obtain  immediate  re- 
dress by  the  exercise  of  its  own  power. 

“ Resolved , That,  as  an  evidence  of  the  desire  of 
the  American  government  to  preserve  peaceful  re- 
lations with  the  government  of  Mexico,  as  long  as 
the  same  may  be  compatible  with  that  dignity  which 
it  is  due  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  to 
preserve  unimpaired,  the  president  be,  and  is  here- 
by, respectfully  requested  to  make  another  solemn 
demand  in  the  most  impressive  form  upon  the  Go- 
vernment of  Mexico  for  redress  of  the  grievances 
which  have  heretofore  been  ineffectually  presented 
to  its  notice.” 

Mr.  Howard  said  it  was  the  desire  of  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs  that  the  house  should  come 
to  a vote  on  these  two  resolutions,  and,  for  his  own 
part,  he  was  very  willing  to  do  so  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible.  With  the  concurrence  of  the 
house,  he  proposed  that  the  subject  should  be  made 
the  special  order  for  some  day,  giving  time  for 
printing  the  report  and  resolutions.  He  did  not 
believe  that  there  Would  be  much,  if  any,  difference 
of  opinion  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  — 
He  hoped  the  subpet  would  be  made  the  special 
order  of  some  day  dose  at  hand,  but  distant  enough 
to  allow  the  report,  &c.  to  bo  printed;  he  would 
name  Tuesday  morning,  and  move  that  the  report 
and  resolutions  be  printed. 

The  speaker  said  that  a vote  of  two-thirds  would 
be  required  to  make  the  report  the  special  order; 
whereas  if  it  was  simply  postponed  to  a day  cer-' 
tain,  it  would  come  up  first  in  the  order  of  business 
upon  the  speaker’s  table,  unless  debate  on  some 
other  subject  should  be  pending. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  was  understood  to  say,  that  it 
was  evident  to  every  gentleman  that  a debate  on 
the  subject  of  onr  relations,  both  with  Mexico  and 


matic  appropriation  bill  should  be  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration. A proposition  was  pending  to  instruct 
the  committee  ot  ways  and  means  to  insert  in  that 
bill  an  apropriation  for  the  salary  and  outfit  of  a 
minister  to  Texas;  and  as  debate  on  that  proposi- 
tion could  not  be  avoided,  he  hoped  that  some  other 
day  would  be  fixed  upon. 

Mr.  Howard  wished  to  bring  to  the  attention  of 
the  house  the  fact  that  this  report  and  resolutions 
had  no  connexion  whatever  with  the  question  pend- 
ing in  relation  to  Texas,  and  he  hoped  the  two  sub- 
jects would  not  be  taken  in  connexion  together 
Mr.  Cambreleng  reminded  Mr.  Howard  that  onlv 
four  days  remained  for  the  consideration  of  the  ap- 
propriation bills,  and  thought  he  ought  to  select 
some  other  day. 

Mr.  Howard  inquired  whether,  if  the  report  was 
laid  on  the  table,  a majority  of  the  house  could 
bring  up  the  report  in  the  morning  hour. 

The  speaker  said,  if  postponed  to  a day  certain 
it  came  up,  as  a matter  of  course,  in  the  morning 
hour,  unless  some  intervening  report  should  pre- 
vent  it  If  the  report  was  made  the  special  order 
it  would  be  transferred  from  the  morning  hour  and 
a vote  of  two-thirds  was  indispensable. 

Mr.  Robertson  thought  that,  in  reference  to  this 
subject,  it  would  be  of  great  importance  for  con- 
gress to  know  what  had  transpired  between  the 
president  of  the  United  States  and  general  Santa 
Ana.  He  had  himself  submitted  a resolution  on  a 
former  day  calling  for  such  information.  Who  could 
tell  but  that,  possibly,  Santa  Ana,  in  gratitude  for 
the  attentions  which  had  been  paid  to  him  by  the 
president,  would  do  justice  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States;  and  that  if  he  should  succeed  in  again 
placing  himself  at  the  head  of  affairs  in  Mexico  as 
it  appeared  likely  that  he  would,  then  no  doubt  all 
present  differences  with  Mexico  would  be  amica- 
bly terminated.  Mr.  R.  appealed  to  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  (Mr.  Howard)  to  wait  for  the  in- 
formation on  the  subject  to  which  he  had  referred 
as  it  might  have  a very  important  bearing  upon  the 
question  of  resorting  to  hostile  measures  against 
Mexico.  Another  consideration  which  also  appear- 

e V°iii?  0f  SOme  ,lmPortanC(b  was,  that  most,  if 
not  all  the  cases  which  formed  the  ground  of  the 
present  difference  with  Mexico,  had  originated  un- 
der the  government  of  this  very  Santa  Ana;  they 
were  not  of  recent  date,  but  occurred  when  Santa 
Ana  was  at  the  head  of  affairs  in  Mexico-  and 
therefore  it  was  to  be  expected  that  he  would  not 
hesitate  to  do  us  justice  when  he  shall  again  attain 
the  position  from  which  he  had  been  for  a time  dis- 
placed.  Mr.  R.  said  he  did  not  rise,  however  to- 
enter  into  the  merits  of  the  subject,  but  to  express 
he  desire  which  he  felt  to  have  further  information 
than  the  house  now  possessed  on  the  subject 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Howard,  the  further  considera- 
twn  of  the  subject  was  postponed  until  to-morrow- 
and  the  report  and  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be 
printed.  u ue 

Mr.  Vinton  renewed  his  motion  to  offer  rvith  a 
new  fo  have  printed,  an  amendment  to  the  land 
foil-  The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Tn  of:Geor»ia;  b-7  genwal  consent,  of- 
fered the  following  resolution;  which  the  hou=e 
agreed  to  consider  at  this  time: 

I ^solved,  That  the  president  of  the  United' States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  at  the 
next  session  of  congress,  all  papers  and  documents 
iind  all  and  every  matter  connected  with  the  frauds’ 
illeged  to  have  been  committed  upon  the  Creek  In 
bans  in  the  sale  and  purchase  of  their  lands,  and 
more  particularly  the  evidence  on  this  subject  col- 
lected by  the  commissioners  appointed  by  him  to 
examine  and  report  on  the  same;  as,  also  the  cir 
cumstances  and  facts  attending  the  sale  of  lands  by 
the  Cieek  Indians  to  certain  individuals  in  Georgia 
Alabama,  and  elsewhere,  alleged  to  have  been  mfde 
by  and  under  the  authority  or  sanction  of  general 
Jesup,  of  the  United  States  army.  b 


On  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 


co -----  — Chapman,  the  resolu- 

ion  was  so  modified  by  Mr.  Owens,  as  to  add  to 
the  end  thereof,  “and  also  in  relation  to  the  reserva- 
tions allotted  to  Indian  heads  of  families,  who  have 
died  since  the  location.”  e 

And  the  resolution  as  modified  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Boon,  by  general  consent,  offered  certain 
joint  resolutions  from  the  legislature  of  Indiana 
n f ra g c er t ain  a in e n dme n Is  to  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  which  were  laid  on  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.  0 

Mr.  Adams,  by  general  consent,  offered  certain 
jdint  resolutions  from  the  legislature  of  Massacho 

setts^n  relation  to  the  hill  fo  reduce  the  revenue  0f' 
the  United  States  to  the  wants  of  the  government 
Raid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  a number  of  senate 
bills  on  the  speaker’s  table  were  taken  up  on  their 

t and  SPf.nnrl  rpnrlinrr  *• 


rpi  ° , 5 - luuAiu?  aim  unis  on  uie  speaKcr  s tai 

Texas,  must  come  up,  when  the  civil  and  diplo- 1 first  and  second  reading. 
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The  first  in  order  was  the  land  bill,  which  having 
been  read  a first  time  by  its  title,  objection  was 
made  to  its  second  reading. 

Some  conversation  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
Gholson , Hardin,  Bell  and  Sutherland  participated. 
The  speaker  said  that  the  bill  having  been  read  a 
first  time,  and  objection  having  been  made  to  a se- 
cond reading,  the  question  would  be  “Shall  the  bill 
be  rejected?”  This  question  would  open  the  whole 
merits  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Mercer  insisted  that  his 
motion  had  been  misunderstood,  it  having  been  that 
the  bills  be  taken  up  for  the  purpose  of  commit- 
ment. He  moved  to  reconsider  the  said  vote. — 
Which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  senate  bills  re- 
main as  they  were  on  the  speaker’s  table. 

Mr.  Chapin  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  by  the  clerk: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  report  a bill  with  suitable  provi- 
sions to  prohibit  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  all  others  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  said  District,  from  carrying  about  their  persons 
concealed  and  deadly  weapons. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  objected  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution,  because  the  whole  day  would  be 
consumed  in  debate  upon  it,  and  the  house  had  at 
present  no  time  to  spare  for  the  discussion.  Mr. 
Chapin  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules  in  order  to 
consider  the  resolution.  Mr.  Ingham  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  not  ordered.  The  ques- 
tion was  then  taken,  and  the  house  refused  to  sus- 
pend the  rules.  So  the  resolution  was  not  consi- 
dered. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng, 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year  1837,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  amendment  proposed  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Peyton,  appropriating  $150,000  for  arrears 
of  pay  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers  raised  on  the 
10th  of  December,  1812,  and  discharged  December 
10,  1813.  After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs. 
Cambreleng,  E.  Whittlesey,  Bell  and  Mercer,  the 
question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

A number  of  amendments  were  now  offered  in 
succession,  all  of  which  were  rejected,  except  one 
offered  by  Mr.  Cambreleng  making  an  additional 
appropriation  (of  $100,000)  for  arming  and  equip- 
ping the  militia  (to  be  distributed  this  year  among 
the  private  armories  for  the  manufacture  of  mus- 
kets). 

The  amendments  of  the  senate  were  concurred 
in,  and  the  bill  was  laid  aside. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  forti- 
fications of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1837, 
was  next  considered — but  before  coming  to  a deci- 
sion the  committee  rose,  and  the  house,  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  order  of  yesterday,  took  a recess  until 
half-past  four  o’clock. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifications 
for  the  year  1837,  which  was  further  amended, 
when  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  two  bills 
to  the  house;  (viz:  the  army  and  fortification  bills), 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina, 
at  9 o’clock  the  house  adjourned. 

[During  the  discussion  of  the  fortification  bill  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Bell  moved  to  add  an 
additional  section  to  the  bill  providing  that  the  mo- 
ney which  should  be  in  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States  on  the  1st  of  January,  1838,  reserving  five 
millions  of  dollars,  should  be  deposited  with  the 
several  states,  according  to  the  13th,  14th  and  15th 
sections  of  the  bill  to  regulate  the  public  deposites, 
approved  June  23,  1836. 

The  amendment  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Bell, 
Cambreleng,  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  Garland, 
of  Virginia,  and  Underwood. 

Mr.  A.  Mann  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Bell,  by  adding  after  she  word  “states”  “in 
proportion  to  the  ratio  of  representation  of  such 
states  in  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  congress 
of  the  United  States.” 

The  subject  was  further  debated  by  Messrs. 
McKcon,  A.  Mann.  G.  Lee,  W.  Thompson,  Crary, 
Robertson,  Bouldin  and  Lane. 

When,  the  question  being  taken,  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  was  taken  on  the  original  amend- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes'*71,  noes 
75.] 

Saturday,  Feb.  25.  The  unfinished  business  of 
the  morning  hour  was  the  report,  with  the  accom- 
panying resolutions,  reported  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Howard,  from  the  committee  cm  foreign  affairs,  on 
the  subject  of  the  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico.  Mr.  Cambreleng  said  he  did  not  see 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  in 
his  place,  and  he  would  therefore  move  that  the  fur- 


ther consideration  of  the  subject  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow.  Mr.  McKim  said  he  would  state  for  the 
information  of  the  house  that  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Howard ) was  very  unwell,  and  not  able  to  attend  to 
his  duties  here.  Mr.  Adams  hoped  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  (Mr. 
Cambreleng)  would  name  some  other  day  than  Mon- 
day; Tuesday,  if  he  pleased.  He  hoped  that,  as  so 
many  weeks  had  passed  over  without  an  opportuni- 
ty having  been  given  to  present  petitions,  and  as 
Monday  was  the  last  day  on  which  they  could  be 
presented  during  the  present  session,  another  day 
would  be  fixed  on.  Mr.'  Cambreleng  then  moved 
Tuesday;  which  motion  was  agreed  to.  And  so  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  postponed 
until  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
the  government  for  the  year  1837,  with  a view  to  its 
recommitment  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
for  the  purpose  of  adding  thereto  certain  amend- 
ments. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  Mr.  Cambreleng 
thereupon  reported  the  bill  back  again  to  the  house, 
with  certain  amendments.  And  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments were  committed. 

Mr.  Jarvis',  from  the  committee  on  public  build- 
ings, madea  report  on  the  petition  of  John  MoArran 
of  Philadelphia  rehtive  to  a botanic  garden  in  Wash- 
ington— concluding  with  a resolution  requesting  the 
president  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  neces- 
sary surveys  &c.  to  be  made,  the  consideration  of 
which  resolution  was  postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  committee  on  manufactures, 
to  whom  had  been  referred  a resolution  of  the  house, 
instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
promoting  the  culture  and  manufacture  of  silk  in  the 
United  States,  reported  thereon  at  length. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  this  report  had  been  made  at  the 
present  session,  chough  probably  it  was  not  perfect- 
ly in  order.  The  resolution  referring  this  subject  to 
the  committee  on  manufactures  had  been  adopted  at 
the  last  sessioi  of  congress;  and  the  committee,  at 
that  time,  charged  one  of  its  members,  (Mr.  Judson, 
a representative  from  the  state  of  Connecticut),  who 
had  offered  the  resolution,  with  the  duty  of  collect- 
ing the  information  alluded  to.  That  gentle'man'had 
been  subsequently  transferred  to  another  department 
of  the  government,  and  had  resigned  his  seat  in  this 
house.  He  had  not  ceased,  however,  to  prosecute 
his  inquiries;  and,  at  a late  period  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  congress,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
manufactures  ((Mr.  Adams)  had  received  a letter 
from  him  (Mr.  Judson)  containing  the  substance  of 
the  information  which  had  been  collected,  and  which 
was  very  valuable.  Mr.  A.  therefore,  as  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  reported  that  letter  as  part  of 
his  report,  and  asked  that  it  might  be  received  as 
such.  The  letter  was  short,  and  he  asked  that  it 
might  be  read. 

The  same  having  been  read,  Mr.  A.  moved  that 
the  report,  together  with  the  letter,  be  laid  on  the 
table,  and  printed;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. — 
Mr.  A,  moved  that  5,000  extra  copies  be  printed. — 
The  house  consented  to  consider  the  motion  at  this 
time,  and  the  same  was  agreed  to. 

The  house  refused  to  consider  a resolution  offered 
by  Mr.  Hard  to  print  5,000  copies  of  the  senate  do- 
cument, No.  333,  entitled  a “report  of  a geological 
reconnoissance  made  in  1835,  from  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment, by  way  of  Green  hay  and  the  Wisconsin 
territory,  to  the  Coteau  du  Prairie,  by  G.  W.  Fea- 
therstonhaugh,  United  States  geologist,  for  the  use 
of  the  members  of  this  house,”  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh. 

Mr.  Connor,  from  the  committee  on  the  post  of- 
fice and  post  roads,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  house  will  go  into  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  on  Monday, 
immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  journal,  for  the 
space  of  one  hour  and  a half,  forthe  purpose  of  con- 
sidering two  bills  reported  by  the  committee  on  the 
post  office  and  post  roads,  for  theerection  of  a build- 
ing for  the  post  office  department,  and  a bill  to  pro- 
vide for  additional  clerks  in  the  post  office  depart- 
ment and  auditor’s  office,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  speaker  said  the  resolution  would  require  a 
vote  of  two-thirds  for  its  adoption. 

A desultory  discussion  ensued  on  this  resolution, 
during  which  several  amendments  were  offered  and 
rejected.  Finally,  the  question  was  taken  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, yeas  88,  nays  57;  [two-thirds  not  voting  in  the 
affirmative]  so  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Galbraith,  from  the  select  committee  upon 
the  subject  of  the  United  States  bank,  reported  the 
following  joint  resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  Stales  of  America  in  congress  assembled. 


That  until  the  notes  of  the  late  bank  of  the  United 
States,  which  may  have  been  returned  since  the  3d 
day  of  March  last,  redeemed  from  the  funds  of  the 
said  bank,  shall  cease  to  be  reissued  by  its  officers, 
directors,  trustee  or  trustees,  and  until  the  amount 
due  to  the  government  from  said  bank  shall  be  set- 
tled to  the  satisfaction  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, the  notes  of  said  bank,  and  the  notes  of  any 
bank  to  which  its  funds  and  sstate  may  be  transfer- 
red in  trust  for  the  paymentef  its  debts  and  discharge 
of  its  obligations,  shall  not  be  received  in  payment 
of  any  debts  due  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  or  taken  in  exchange  or  deposite  in  any  of 
the  banks  selected  as  depositories  of  the  public  mo- 
ney; and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  ne- 
cessary to  carry  this  provision  into  effect. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  the  first  time,  and 
the  question  being  on  the  second  reading,  Mr.  Lin- 
coln stated,  at  some  length,  that  he  had  no  agency 
in  the  proposition  and  was  not  consulted  about  it, 
&c.  His  remarks  shall  have  a place  in  our  next. 

The  hour  having  elapsed,  Mr.  Cambreleng  called 
for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  rose  and  stated  that  he  learned  from 
the  speaker  that  he  had  in  his  possession  a memo- 
rial from  the  president,  directors  and  company  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  which  might  obviate 
the  necessity  in  the  mind  of  every  gentleman,  of 
further  proceedings  upon  the  resolution  offered  from 
the  select  committee.  He,  therefore,  asked  leave 
of  the  house  for  the  speaker  to  present  the  memori- 
al, and  requested  the  speaker  to  do  so. 

Leave  being  granted,  the  speaker  presented  the 
memorial,  which  was  read,  and  shall  have  a place 
in  the  next  “Register.” 

Mr.  Ingersoll  thenproceeded  to  state  that  the  me- 
morial went  the  whole  length  of  adopting  the  terms 
of  settlement  which  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
Vvas  understood  to  desire.  The  stock  held  by  the 
government  has  been  valued  by  the  commissioners 
appointed  by  "the  department  at  $115  58,  and  they 
propose  that  payment  shall  be  made  by  equal  instal- 
ments in  September  1837,  1838,  1839  and  1840,  with 
six  per  cent,  interest  till  paid.  To  this  the  bank 
distinctly  accedes.  What  more  can  be  desired? — 
He,  therefore,  moved  that  the  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  that  it  be 
printed.  Which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  house  took  up  for  consideration  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army  for 
the  year  1837,  which  had  been  returned  from  the 
senate  with  certain  amendments,  which  amend- 
ments had  again  been  amended  by  the  house  in 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

The  pending  question  was  on  concurring  with 
the  committee  of  the  whole  in  the  amendments  to 
the  amendments  of 'the  senate.  Several  of  which 
were  adopted  and  others  rejected.  The  bill  was 
further  amended— and  the  question  recurring  on 
concurring  with  the  senate,  in  their  several  amend- 
ments, as  amended  by  the  house,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative.  So  the  several  amendments,  as 
amended,  were  agreed  to. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifications 
forthe  U.  States  for  the  year  1837,  which  had  been 
reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union  with  sundry  amendments;  and 
the  pending  question  was  on  concurring  with  the 
committee  of  the  whole  in  their  amendments.  Se- 
veral of  the  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  others 
amended  and  also  agreed  to,  when  Mr.  Bell  renew- 
ed his  motion,  made  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and 
there  rejected,  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding 
thereto  an  additional  section,  providing  that  the 
money  wffiich  may  be  in  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States  on  the  1st  of  January,  1837,  reserving  five 
millions,  shall  be  deposited  with  the  states  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved  23d 
June,  1836. 

Mr.  Bell  did  not  desire  tc  enter  into  further  de 
bate,  but  hoped  the  house  would  take  the  voR  1 
once. 

Some  remarks  were  submitted  by  Messrs.  GlW. 
and  Reynolds,  when,  the  hour  of  three  having  ar- 
rived, the  house  took  a recess  until  half  past f >ur 
o’clock. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  house  met  at  half  past  four  o’clocl  The 

pending  question  was  on  the  amendment  be 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Bell.  Mr 
moved  a call  of  the  house,  wdiich  after  some  con- 
versation between  several  members  as  to  the  order 
of  business,  was  ordered. 

And  the  roll  having  been  called,  one  hundred  and 
one  members  answered  to  their  names! 
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Mr.  Anthony  moved  a suspension  of  the  proceedings 
oil  the  call;  which  motion  was  rejected.  The  clerk 
proceeded  to  call  the  names  of  the  absentees;  when 
Mr.  Grennell  again  moved  a suspension;  which  mo- 
tion was  rejected.  The  roll  of  absentees  were  gone 
over,  and  there  appeared  one  hundred  and  sixty 
two  members  present.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambre 
leng,  all  further  proceedings  on  the  call  were  sus 
pended.  The  amendment  to  the  amendment  hav 
ing,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer , been  read,  Mr.  Har- 
din called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
dered. Mr.  Boon  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  now 
to  olfer  another  amendment.  The  speaker  said  it 
was  not  in  order  to  ofl'enan  ainendmentto  an  amend- 
ment. Mr.  C.  Allan  said  that,  as  the  question  be- 
fore the  house  was  extremely  important,  and  as 
there  was  not  a large  number  of  members  present, 
he  would  move  a call  of  the  house;  and  on  that  mo- 
tion he  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and  being  taken,  were,  yeas  71,  nays  115. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  and,  being  taken, 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  113,  nays  90, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  C.  Allan,  H. 
Allen,  Anthony,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Boon,  Boul- 
din,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  W.  B. 
Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  George  Cham- 
bers, John  Chambers,  Chetwood,  Childs,  N.  H.  Clai- 
borne, Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing,  Darling- 
ton, Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Dunlap,  Everett, 
Forester,  Fowler,  French,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves, 
Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Har- 
din, Harlan,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Heister,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hunt, 
Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  W.  Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer, 
Henry  Johnson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Laporte,  Law- 
rence, Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon, 
J.  Mann,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCarty,  McCo- 
mas,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Montgomery,  Morris,  Par- 
ker, James  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew7,  Phillips, 
Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Ro- 
bertson, Win.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Slade,  Spangler,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer, 
Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Wadly  Thompson,  Under- 
wood, Vinton,  Washington,  White,  E.  Whittlesey, 
Lewis  Williams,  S.  Williams,  Young — 113. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ash,  Baiton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beau- 
mont, Black,  Bockee,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Burns,  Cambreleng,  Chanej,  Chapman,  Chapin,  J. 
F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  Cramer, 
Crary,  Cushman,  Doubleday, Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fry, 
Fuller,  Galbraith,  James  Garland,  Gholson,  Gillett, 
Grantland,  Haley,  Joseph  Rail,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
Haynes,  Holt,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Jarvis,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  B.  Jones, 
Klingensmith,  Lansing,  Lawler,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee’ 
Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  A.  Mann,  Martin’ 
William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  McKay,  McKeon’ 
McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Muhlenberg,  Owens’ 
Parks,  Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  D.  j! 
Pearce,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Jos.  Reynolds,  Rogers' 
Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Thomas, 
J.  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoe),  War- 
ner, Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Thomas  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, Yell — 90. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  adopt- 
ed. Mr.  A.  Mann,  moved  further  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  adding  after  the  word  “states,”  in 
the  sixth  line,  the  words  “in  proportion  to  the  ratio 
of  representation  in  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  congress  of  the  United  States.”  Some  remarks 
were  submitted  by  Mr.  M.  in  favor  of  bis  proposi- 
tion, and  by  Mr.  Yell  in  opposition  to  it.  When 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Ky.  raised  the  question  that  the 
amendment  was  not  in  order.  After  some  conver- 
sation thereon,  Mr.  A.  Minn,  with  a view  to  remove 
all  obstacles  on  the  question  of  order,  modified  his 
amendment  so  as  to  read,  “ Provided  that  the  said 
deposites  shall  be  made,”  &c. 

The  subject  wras  debated  by  Messrs.  Benny 
Mercer,  Hardin,  Boon,  A.  Mann,  Bouldin,  McKeon, 
Wardwell  and  Vanderpoel.  Whereupon  Mr.  Tur- 
nU  demanded  the  previous  question.  The  chair 
( 'r.  Briggs)  stated  that  the  effect  of  the  previous 
-testion,  if  ordered,  would  be  to  cut  off  the  amend- 
rr  qts  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  as  amended 
■e  house.  And,  the  question  being  taken  on 
emand  for  the  previous  question,  there  appear- 
ed yeas  75,  nays  110.  So  there  was  no  second. 

J*  ml,  the  question  recurring  on  the  amendment 
to  . amendment, 

The  house  was  further  addressed  by  Messrs.  Van- 
derpoB  McComas,  Pickens,  B.  J.  Pearce,  Benny, 
pig  and  Hoar. 

Mann  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
jr“'  >'ed;  and,  being  taken,  were  as  follows: 
YEAS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale, 
Beaumont,  Black,  Bockee,  Bovee,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Cambreleng,  Chaney,  Chapin,  Cleveland, 
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Dunlap,  Evans,  Fairfield,  Fry,  Fuller,  J.  Garland, 
Graham,  Graves,  Hamer,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hazel- 
tine,  Hubby,  Huntington;  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson, 
C.  Johnsoi,  John  W.  Jones,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith, 
Lansing,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan, 
Loyall,  A.  Mann,  J.  Majn,  W.  Mason,  McKay, 
McKeon,  McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Muhlenburg,  Patterson,  Patton,  Rogers, 
Seymour,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sickles,  Suther- 
land, Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson, 
Underwood,  Vinton,  Wagoner,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
S.  Williams — 74. 

NAYS — Messrs.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Alford. 
C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Bailey,  Bean,  Bell,  Bond,  Bor- 
den, Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bunch,  Burns,  John  Calhoon, 
Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  George  Chambers,  Join 
Chambers,  Chapman,  Chetwood,  Childs,  N.  H. 
Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Corwir, 
Crane,  Crary,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Deber- 
ry, Denny,  Elmore,  Everett,  French,  Gholson, 
Granger,  Grantland,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin, 
Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hiland  Hall,  Hannegan,  Hard, 
Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Al- 
bert G.  Harrison,  Henderson,  Heister,  Herod,  Hoar, 
Hunt,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  W.  Jackson, 
Janes,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  Kennon,  Lane,  Laporte, 
Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love, 
Lyon,  Martin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  McCarty,  McCo- 
mas, McKennan,  Mercer,  Morris,  Owens,  Parker, 
Franklin  Pierce,  D.  J.  Pearce,  James  A.  Pearce, 
Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pickens, 
Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher  John  Reynolds, 
Robertson,  Wm.  B.  Shepard,  Shinn,  Slade,  Sloane, 
Spangler,  Sprague,  Standefer,  St?ele,  Storer,  Tho- 
mas, W.  Thompson,  Vinton,  Washington,  White, 
E.  Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams, Yell,  Young — 110. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amencment  was  reject- 
ed. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  then  offered,  as  m amendment  to 
the  amendment,  the  provisions  (in  substance)  of  the 
bill  commonly  called  the  “tariff  bill.”  Mr.  Hardin 
thought  it  was  very  late  in  the  evening  to  commence 
regulating  the  whole  tariff  of  the  country.  Mr. 
Bell  rose  to  a point  of  order;  he  contended  that  the 
bill  proposed  as  an  amendment  was  entirely  irrele- 
vant, having  reference  to  a wholly  different  sub- 
ject, The  chair  (Mr.  Briggs)  decided  that,  as  the 
bill  was  not  the  same  as  had  been  committed  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
but  had  been  essentially  modified,  it  was  in  order 
to  offer  it  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment.  Mr. 
Mercer  appealed  from  the  decision.  Mr.  Vander- 
poel demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  appeal, 
which  were  ordered.  The  appeal  was  debated  by 
Messrs.  Bell,  Cambreleng,  Mercer,  Reed,  Patton, 
Johnson,  of  La.  Haynes  and  Ward;  when  the  ques- 
tion being  taken,  “Shall  the  decision  of  the  chair 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  house?”  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas'94,  nays  97.  So  the  house 
reversed  the  decision  of  the  chair;  and  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  amendment  was  declared  to  be 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  Martin  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment the  provisions  (in  substance)  of  the  bill  com- 
monly called  the  “land  bill.”  The  chair  (Mr. 
Briggs)  decided  that  the  same  would  not  be  in  or- 
der, under  the  decision  just  made  by  the  house. 
The  subject-matter  was  totally  different  and  inde- 
pendent. 

Mr.  Martin  appealed  from  the  decision,  and,  after 
a few  remarks  thereon,  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  appeal,  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  “Shall  the  deci- 
sion of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
house?”  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  112, 
nays  70;  so  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  affirmed 
by  the  house;  and  the  proposed  amendment  to  the 
amendment  was  declared  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  concurring 
with  the  committee  of  the  whole  in  the  amendment 
as  amended,  and,  being  taken,  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  112,  nays  84;  so  the  amendment 
as  amended  was  concurred  in. 

The  next  and  last  amendment  made  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  coming  up  on  the  question  of 
concurrence  was,  the  appropriation  of  $40,000  for 
fortifications  at  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river. — 
After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  McKay,  expressing 
his  opposition  to  the  appropriation  at  this  time,  on 
the  ground  that  a survey  had  not  yet  been  made,  the 
question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  was  non- 
concurred  in.  The  question  then  recurring  on  or- 
dering the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading, 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  demahded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and,  after  some  remarks  from 
Mr.  Patton  in  justification  of  his  intended  vote,  the 
question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  111,  nays  70,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Aitams,  Alford,  Chilton  Allan, 


Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon, 
Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  George  Chambers,  John 
Chambers,  Childs,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Connor, 
Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  De- 
berry, Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  Forester, 
French,  James  Garland,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves, 
Grayson,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Har- 
din, Harlan,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hazel- 
tine,  Henderson,  Heister,  Hoar,  Hunt,  Huntsman, 
Ingersoll,  William  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  Kil- 
gore, Lane,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea, 
Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  Job  Mann,  S.  Mason, 
Maury,  McCarty,  McComas,  McKennon,  Mercer, 
Montgomery,  Morris,  Parker,  Patton,  D.  J.  Pearce, 
J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Phillips, 
Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Ro- 
bertson, Wm.  B.  Shepard,  Agustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Slade,  Sloane,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele, 
Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson, 
Underwood,  Yinton,  Washington,  White.  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  Thos.  T.  Whittlesey;  Lewis  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Young — 111. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Ash,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bockee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burns,  Cambreleng, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleve- 
land, Coles,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Doubleday,  Drom- 
goole,  Dunlap,  Fairfield,  Fry,  Fuller,  Gholson,  Gil- 
let,  Grantland,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Al- 
bert G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Hunting- 
ton,  Jarvis,  J.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  Klingensmith, 
Lansing,  Lawler,  G.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall, 
Lucas,  Abijah  Mann,  Martin,  Wm.  Mason,  McKay, 
McKim,  Moore,  Owens,  Parks,  Franklin  Pierce, 
Pinckney,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Sey- 
mour, Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Thomas,  John  Thom- 
son, Toucey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward- 
well,  Yell— 70. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  bill  (hav- 
ing been  previously  engrossed)  was  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bell,  the  title  of  the  bill  was 
so  amended  as  to  add  to  the  end  the  words  “and 
for  other  purposes.” 

A motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  but  was  with- 
drawn to  enable  the  speaker  to  present  to  the  house 
the  following  communications: 

A message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  a letter  from  the  secretary  of 
war  ad  interim,  in  relation  to  the  survey  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  exclusive  of  maps. 

A communication  from  the  secretary  of  state, 
transmitting  a list  of  persons  who  had  invented 
new  or  useful  arts  or  machines,  &c.  Laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A communication  from  the  secretary  of  state, 
transmitting  a list  of  all  patents  for  useful  discove- 
ries, &c.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  at  10 
o’clock,  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Feb.  27.  This  being  petition  day,  Mr. 
Cambreleng  said,  that  as  there  were  only  two  days 
left  on  which  bills  could  be  passed  between  the  two 
houses,  and  as  it  was  usual,  at  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion, for  gentlemen  to  lay  their  petitions  on  the  table 
because  no  action  could  be  had  thereon,  he  would 
move  a suspension  of  the  rule  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
ceeding with  the  consideration  of  the  appropriation 
bills. 


Mr.  A.  Mann  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
motion.  Mr.  Adams  said  he  hoped  the  motion  would 
not  prevail.  This  was  the  last  day  on  which  peti- 
tions could  be  presented,  and  he  had  a number  in  his 
possession  which  he  was  very  desirous  to  present. 
Mr.  Haynes  rose  to  a question  of  order.  He  inquir- 
ed whether  a motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  debata- 
ble. The  chair  said  it  was  not.  Mr.  Auams  then 
moved  a call  of  the  house,  which  was  not  ordered. 
Mr.  Lincoln  hoped  that  the  yeas  and  nays  would  be 
taken  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule,  this  being 
the  last  day  for  the  presentation  of  petitions.  But 
they  were  not  ordered.  And  the  question  on  the 
motion  to  suspend  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative— yeas  112,  nays  21.  So  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union  (Mr.  Pierce,  of  N.  II.  in  the  chair)  on  the  ap- 
propriation bills,  generally,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Sutherland  took  up  the  old  harbor  bill.  The  bill 
having  been  read  through,  Mr.  Sutherland  stated  that 
the  bill  made  no  appropriations  for  new  works,  nor 
was  it  his  intention  to  offer  any.  A large  number 
of  admendments  were  offered,  many  of  which  were 
rejected — and  no  decision  having  been  arrived  at,  at 
3 o’clock  the  committee  rose  and  the  house  took  a 
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EVENING  SESSION. 

The  house  having  reassembled  at  half  past  4 
o’clock,  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
fortification  bill  which  occupied  its  attention  until  a 
late  hour — when,  no  further  proposition  to  amend 
having  been  made,  it  was  laid  aside.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Cambreleng  the  committee  then  took  up  the  bill 
making  appropriations  to  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  the  government.  The  bill  together  with 
several  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  having  been  read  Mr. 
W.  Thompson  moved  to  amer.d  the  bill  by  inserting: 

“For  the  salary  and  outfit  of  a diplomatic  agent, 
to  be  forthwith  sent  to  the  independent  government 
of  Texas, thousand  dollars. 

“For  expenses  of  running  a boundary  line  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  independent  govern- 
ment of  Texas, thousand  dollars;  such  line  to 

be  run  by  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the 
United  States  and  the  republic  of  Texas.  ” 

A debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  W.  Thomp- 
son, Mason,  'of  Ohio,  and  Hoar  earnestly  engaged. 
Mr.  Bynum  moved  that  the  committee  rise.  Mr. 
Cambreleng  reminded  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  (Mr.  Bynum ) that  to-morrow  was  the  last 
day  on  which  bills  could  be  sent  from  this  house  to 
the  other.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not  in- 
sist on  hie  motion.  Mr.  Bynum,  however,  did  not 
withdraw  it;  and,  the  question  being  taken,  the  com- 
mittee, by  a large  majority,  refused  to  rise.  The 
debate  was  continued,  at  great  length,  by  Mr.  By- 
num; and  that  gentleman  had  not  concluded,  when 
Mr.  Thompson  renewed  the  motion  that  the  com- 
mittee rise.  And,  the  question  being  taken,  there 
appeared — ayes  26,  noes  83;  [no  quorum.] 

The  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Thompson, 
rose  and  reported  the  fact  to  the  house.  Mr.  T. 
then  moved  an  adjournment.  On  that  motion  Mr. 
Vanderpoel  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  20,  nays  105 — [there 
being  now  a quorum  voting] . So  the  motion  to 
adjourn  was  rejected;  and  the  chairman  again  took 
his  seat.  Mr.  Bynum  resumed  his  remarks,  and 
addressed  the  committee  at  very  great  length.  The 
subject  was  further  debated  by  Mr.  Huntsman;  and 
the  question  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  being 
then  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative:  ayes  40, 
noes  82.  So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  committee  again  finding  itself  without  a 
quorum,  rose,  and  reported  the  fact  to  the  house. 
A call  of  the  house  was  ordered,  and  the  proceed- 
ings thereon  were  enforced  with  considerable  rigor. 

After  which,  the  house  again  went  into  com- 
mittee on  the  said  bill;  a number  of  amendments 
were  offered;  and  finally  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  to  the  house  the  old  harbor  bill,  and  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  the  government  for  year  1837. 

And  thereupon,  at  a quarter  before  six  o’clock, 
A.  M.  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  28.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  transmitting  abstracts  prepared  by  the 
comptroller,  of  the  official  emoluments  and  expen- 
ditures for  1836,  of  those  officers  of  the  customs  of 
the  United  States,  who  have  rendered  the  state- 
ments required  by  the  act  of  March  2,  1799,  to 
establish  the  compensation  of  the  officers  employed 
in  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  imports. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  giving  the  names  of  tne  clerks  employed 
in  the  auditor’s  office  of  the  post  office  department. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was 
the  report  heretofore  made  by  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs  on  the  subject  of  Mexican  relations. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  this  subject  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  T.  certain  other  unfinished 
business  on  the  speaker’s  table  was  also  postponed. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  on  several  petitions  which  had  been  re- 
ferred to  it. 

Mr.  McKcon  from  the  select  committee  to  which 
was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  23d  June,  1836, 
that  a joint  committee  be  appointed  to  contract 
with  one  or  more  competent  American  artists  for 
the  execution  of  four  historical  pictures,  to  be  plac- 
ed in  the  vacant  panels  of  the  rotundo,  made  a re- 
port thereon,  recommending  that  a certain  sum  of 
money  be  appropriated  to  carry  into  effect  the  ob- 
ject of  that  resolution;  which  report  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dromgoole,  from  the  select  committee  to 
which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  president’s  mes- 
sage as  relates  to  amending  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  all  propositions  and 
resolutions  submitted  at  the  last  and  present  session 
of  congress,  proposing  amendments  to  the  constitu- 
tion, made  a report  thereon,  with  the  following  re- 
solution; which  report  and  resolution  were  ordered 
so  lie  on  the  table: 


Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  propose  any 
of  the  aforesaid  amendments  to  the  legislatures,  or 
to  conventions  of  the  several  states. 

The  following  joint  resolution,  reported  by  Mr. 
Jenifer  some  days  ago  from  a select  committee, 
was  taken  up: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
That  the  president  be  requested  to  instruct  the 
ministers  and  other  representatives  of  this  country 
in  France,  England,  Russia,  Prussia,  Holland  and 
Germany,  to  negotiate  with  the  respective  govern- 
ments to  which  they  are  accredited  for  a modi- 
fication of  the  duties  and  restrictions  upon  tobacco 
imported  from  the  United  States;  and  that  he  be 
also  requested  to  appoint  special  agents  to  negotiate, 
ii  like  manner  with  the  governments  of  those  coun- 
tries into  which  tobacco  is  imported  under  similar 
restrictions,  that  have  no  accredited  representatives 
from  the  United  States. 

And  the  resolution,  as  above,  was  agreed  to,  and 
sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  presented  a communication  from  the 
general  land  office;  which  was  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  renewed  his  effort,  ineffec- 
tually, to  take  up  certain  bills  on  the  speaker’s 
table,  with  a view  to  reference. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  sus- 
pended the  rule,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  with 
the  consideration  of  the  appropriation  bills,  and 
took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain 
harbors  for  the  ye^rl837,  (known  as  the  old  harbor 
bill),  which  had  been  reported  yesterday  from  the 
committee  of  thejwhole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
with  sundry  amendments;  the  question  being  on 
concurring  with  the  committee  in  the  said  amend- 
ments. The  amendments  were  read,  and  severally 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  Crane  both  moved  amend- 
ments to  the  hill,  which  were  severally  rejected. 

Mr.  Sutherluni  demanded  the  previous  question; 
and  the  house  seconded  the  call — ayes  71,  noes  52. 
And  the  house  ordered  that  the  main  question 
should  now  be  taken.  And  the  main  question  on 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading, 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  108,  nays  41. 

And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  at  tfiis  time, 

The  reading  of  the  bill  was  dispensed  with,  and 
the  bill,  having  been  immediately  read  a third  time 
by  its  title,  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence. 

The  house  took  up  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the 
government  for  the  year  1837,  which  had  been  re- 
ported from  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  with  certain  amendments:  and 
the  question  was  on  concurring  with  the  committee 
of  the  whole  in  their  said  amendments. 

The  amendments  having  been  read  through,  the 
question  was  taken  on  all  those  to  which  exception 
had  not  been  taken,  and  the  same  were  concurred  in. 

The  question  came  up  on  concurring  with  the 
amendment  made  in  committee  to  the  following 
item: 

“For  salaries  of  ministers  of  the  United  States 
to  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain  and  Russia,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  balance  remaining  of  the  former  ap- 
propriation for  1836,  twenty-seven  thousand  dol- 
lars;” which  was  amended  in  committee  by  adding 
after  the  word  “Russia”  the  words  “and  outfit  and 
salaries  for  ministers  to  Prussia  and  Austria,”  and 
by  striking  out  “$'27,000,”  and  inserting  “$63,000.” 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Mercer  and 
Howard,  Mr.  W.  Thompson  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  adding  “and  for  the  outfit  and  salary 
of  a diplomatic  agent  to  be  sent  to  the  independent 
republic  ofTexas, thousand  dollars.” 

On  that  amendment,  Mr.  Griffin  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered.  The  question 
was  loudly  called  for,  when  Mr.  Cushing  said  he 
had  but  a single  sentence  to  speak.  This  question 
lay  in  the  compass  of  a nut-shell,  as  a diplomatic 
question.  He  admitted  and  asserted  that  the  Unit- 
ed States  possessed  in  all  cases  the  right  of  recog- 
nising a foreign  state.  He  admitted  and  asserted 
the  right  of  recognition,  but  he  maintained  that 
the  time  of  recognition  was  a question  of  discre- 
tion, and  that  discretion  was  to  be  exercised  ac- 
cording to  our  own  convictions  of  our  own  interests. 
In  his  judgment,  the  timt  lor  recognition  had  not 
arrived.  He  would,  therefore,  vote  against  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Thompson.) 

Mr.  Mams  said  he  would  add  one  word  more. — 
He  objected  to  this  proposition  on  the  ground  that 
the  act  of  recognition  of  a foreign  power  had  hereto- 
fore always  been  an  executive  act  in  this  govern- 
ment. I*t  was  the  business  md  duty  of  the  presi- 


dent of  the  United  States;  and  he  (Mr.  A.)  was  not 
willing  to  set  the  example  of  giving  that  recognition 
on  the  part  of  a legislative  body,  without  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  executive.  Mr.  Jenifer  said  he 
hoped  his  friend  from  South  Carolina  would  with- 
draw his  amendment,  and  move  it  at  some  other  stage 
of  the  bill.  He  felt  desirous  that  each  of  those  ques- 
tions should  stand  upon  their  own  merits.  The  pe- 
riod was  too  late  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  a minister  to  Prussia  and  Austria. — 
But  after  what  had  been  done  by  the  house  in  rela- 
tion to  a great  interest  in  this  country  in  the  adop- 
tion of  the  report  and  resolution  in  favor  of  the  to- 
bacco interest,  the  appointment  of  a minister  to  each 
of  those  courts  would  go  far  to  effect  the  object  con- 
templated by  the  resolution,  and  be  the  means  of 
forwarding  the  interests  of  the  tobacco  planters  in 
those  countries.  He  regretted  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Mercer)  should  object  to  the  re- 
commendation by  this  house  of  a salary  and  outfit 
for  such  a minister.  It  would  not,  in  any  manner 
whatever,  interfere  with  the  powers  of  the  executive, 
but  was  an  expression  of  its  opinion  of  the  necessity 
of  the  measure.  If  any  thing  is  to  be  done,  now  is 
the  time  to  urge  upon  those  governments  as  well  as 
others  the  interest  which  is  felt  on  the  subject  of  du- 
ties and  restrictions  on  this  great  staple.  Nothing 
had  been  done  heretofore  in  its  behalf;  and  when  it 
is  seen  that  so  large  a portion  of  our  citizens,  as  well 
as  the  states  of  the  union,  are  interested  in  placing 
it  upon  a proper  footing,  we  have  a right  to  believe 
that  the  most  favorable  consequences  may  result. — 
Mr.  J.  said  he  trusted  that  the  amendment,  if  adopt- 
ed, would  not  prejudice  the  pending  motion  for  a 
salary  and  outfit  for  ministers  to  Prussia  and  Austria. 

The  subject  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Mercer,  Ha- 
mer, Pickens,  C.  Mian  and  Hoar. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Shepard  asked  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  to  accept  the  following  modification 
of  his  amendment: 

“Whenever  the  president  of  the  United  States 
shall  receive  satisfactory  evidence  that  Texas  is  an 
independent  power,  and  that  it  is  expedient  to  ap- 
point such  a minister.” 

Mr.  Shepard  said  he  moved  the  amendment  be- 
cause he  thought  it  the  most  correct  and  proper  mode 
of  attaining  the  objectwhicb  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  as  well  as  himself  desired.  Mr.  S. 
was  unwilling  to  do  any  thing  which  would  seem 
ungenerous  towards  tie  neighboring  republic  of 
Mexico,  or  which  woild  widen  the  breach  which 
now  exists  between  bis  country  and  Mexico. — 
There  is  not  sufficient  evidence  before  this  house 
to  act  understandingh  on  this  subject,  and  precipi- 
tancy might  be  of  no  aid  to  Texas,  and  finally  in- 
volve us  in  war  with  Mexico.  Mr.  S.  said  he  would 
not  yield  to  the  gentleman  in  kind  feelings  towards 
the  people  of  Texas,  but  he  wished  to  make  his  good 
feelings  efficient  and  productive  of  good. 

[Here  Mr.  Thompson  accepted  the  amendment  as 
part  of  his  proposition:  and  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  sa- 
tisfied.] 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  White,  of  Kentuc- 
ky, in  favor  of  the  amendment  to  the  amendment, 

Mr.  Mercer  suggested  to  Mr.  W.  Thompson  to 
strike  out  the  words  “independent  republic.”  Mr. 
Cambreleng  concurred  in  the  suggestion.  The 
amendment,  as  it  now  stood,  assumed  a position  in 
one  part  which  it  abandoned  in  another.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son declined  accepting  the  whole  of  this  modifica- 
tion, but  modified  his  amendment  so  as  to  strike  out 
the  word  “independent.”  And  the  question  w7as 
then  taken  on  tire  amendrrenttothe  amendment,  as 
modified,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
171,  nays  76.  So  the  modified  amendment  to  the 
amendment  was  agreed  b.  And  the  amendment 
made  in  committee  of  the  whole,  as  amended  by  the 
house,  was  then  concurred  in.  The  question  recur- 
red on  striking  out  $27,000  and  inserting  $'63,000; 
which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Hamer  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  $27,000  and  inserting  $72,000;  which 
was  agreed  to.  And  the  amendment,  as  amended, 
was  concurred  in.  The  next  amendment  reported 
from  the  committee  of  the  whole  was  that  appropri- 
ating $14,500  for  the  expense  of  surveying  the 
south  western  boundary  line  of  the  United  States. 
After  some  remarks,  Mr.  Hardin  moved  to  strike  out 
the  whole  clause.  Mr.  Vanderpoel,  demanded  the 
previous  question,  but  withdrew7  the  demand.  Al- 
ter some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Howard  and  Hardin, 
the  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  w7as 
rejected.  Mr.  McKay  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  a proviso  thatthe  commissioner  and 
surveyor  should  be  appointed  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senate;  which  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  amendment,  as  amended,  was  concurred 
in. 

The  next  amendment  was  that  appropriating 
$8,000  for  payment  for  four  historical  paintings  con- 
tracted for  by  the  joint  committee  on  the  library  in 
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1836',  by  John  Vanderlyn  and  others.  Mr.  Slorer 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding  an  ap- 
propriation of $1,000  for  the  purchase  of  new  dies  of 
a medal  on  the  application  of  Morgan  Neville,  if  the 
original  dies  were  lost  or  destroyed.  Agreed  to. — 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  adding  an  appropriation  of  400,000 
acres  of  land,  to  satisfy  military  bounty  land  warrants 
issued,  or  to  be  issued,  by  the  United  States  or  the 
state  ol  Virginia,  forservices  during  the  revolution- 
ary war. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Cha- 
pin demanded  the  previous  question.  Mr.  Storer 
inquired  of  the  chair  what  the  previous  question,  if 
ordered,  would  cut  off?  The  chair  said  it  would  cut 
off  the  pending  amendment,  as  amended,  and  all 
other  amendments  which  had  not  been  attached  to 
the  bill.  And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question,  there  appeared  ayes 
66,  noes  65.  So  the  motion  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  seconded.  Mr.  Robertson  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  taking  the  main  question;  which 
were  not  ordered.  The  house  determined  that  the 
main  question  be  now  put.  And  the  main  question, 
being  on  engrossing  the  bill  for  a third  reading,  was 
taken  and  carried.  And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  this  day. 

After  a brief  discussion  as  to  the  priority  of  busi- 
ness, the  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  went 
into  committee  of  the  whole  oi  the  state  of  the  union, 
(Mr.  Phillips  in  the  chair),  on  the  remaining  ap- 
propriation bills — and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Corwin  took 
up  the  bill  to  provide  for  continuing  the  construc- 
tion and  repair  of  certain  roads,  (the  Cumberland 
road  &c.)  and  for  other  purposes,  during  the  year 
1S37.  o j 

Several  amendments  were  made  to  the  bill,  which 
was  still  under  consideration,  when  the  hour  of  3 
having  arrived,  the  house  took  a recess. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  engrossed  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  the  government  for  the  year  1837  hav- 
ing been  read  a third  time,  aixl  the  question  bein°- 
on  its  final  passage, 

Mr.  C.  Johnson  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  with  instructions  to  strire  out  the  following: 
‘•Provided,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  lie 
authorised  to  extend  to  collectors  at  such  other 
ports  where  a surplus  of  emoluments  has  been  ac- 
counted for  and  paid  into  the  heasury  in  1832,  the 
privilege  granted  to  the  collector  of  New  York,  to 
take  effect  from  the  same  period  of  distributing 
among  their  clerks  the  surplus  fees.”  After  some 
remarks  from  Messrs.  C.  Johnson,  Cambreleng  and 
Snepperd,  Mr.  Haynes  denanded  the  previous 
question,  which  was  seconded—ayes  82,  noes  49. 

And  the  main  question  was  oidered  to  be  put.— 
And  the  main  question,  being  oa  the  final  passage 
of  the  bill,  was  taken  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  Cushing  submitted  a motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  house  refused  to  excuse  un- 
conditionally the  ten  absentees  of  last  evening  dur- 
ing the  call  of  the  house;  which  motion  was  enter- 
ed on  the  journal. 

The  chairman  resumed  the  chair  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  and  the  committee  resumed  the  conside- 
ration of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  construction  of 
certain  roads,  &e. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Kennon,  to  amend  the  bill  by  an  additional  sec- 
tion, appropriating  $150,000  for  the  erection  of  a 
bridge  over  the  Ohio  river  it  Wheeling,  &c.  pro- 
vided it  should  be  ascertained  that  the  navigation 
of  the  said  river  would  not  be  thereby  obstructed. 
The  bill  was  then  further  amended  and  laid  aside. 
i he  committee  then  took  up  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  support  of  the  military  academy  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  also'  amended  and  laid 
aside. 

The  committee  next  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  making  an  additional  appropriation 
tor  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  for  the  year 
1337.  J 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Bell  and  Cam- 
breleng, the  bill  was  laid  aside  without  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  three  last  mentioned  bills  to 
the  house. 

The  house  concurred  with  the  committee  of  the 
whole  in  their  amendments  to  the  Cumberland  road 
bill. 

Mr  Webster  renewed  a motion,  made  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  in  regard  to  the  direction  of  a 
portion  of  this  road.  Mr.  Hannegan  demanded  the 
pievions  question;  which  was  seconded  by  the 
house,  ayes  74,  noes  5t.  And  the  main  question 
was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 


And  the  paain  question,  being  on  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill,  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative. Lnd  the  bill  having  been  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  at  this  time,pnd  the  question  being 
on  its  final  passage,  Mr.  Bond,  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  vhich  were  ordered,  and  were,  yeas  89, 
nays  59.  go  the  bill  was  pissed. 

The  houie  then  took  up  the  bill  for  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  suppression  of  Seminole  hosti- 
lities; whi(h  was  ordered  to  a third  reading  at  this 
time.  And  the  bill  was  reada  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  house  took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  military  academy  at  West  Point.  The 
amendments  made  in  committee  of  the  whole  were 
concurred  in. 

Mr . Chapin  demanded  the  previous  question; 
which  the  house  seconded.  And  the  main  question 
vyas  ordered  to  be  now  taken.  And  the  main  ques- 
tion, being  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  for  a 
third  reading,  was  taken,  and  carried.  And,  hav- 
ing been  ordered  to  a third  reading  now,  the  bill 
was  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  an  adjournment,  but  withdrew 
the  motion  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Rencher,  who 
moved  that  the  engrossed  bills  on  the  speaker’s  ta- 
ble be  taken  up  and  read  a third  time;  which  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to.  The  first  bill  in  order  was  the 
bill  to  provide  a uniform  rule  for  the  pay  and  mile- 
age of  members  of  congress.  Mr.  Garland,  of  La. 
moved  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table.  Mr.  Rencher 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 
Mr.  Vinton  said  it  was  very  evident  that  the  rule  in 
relation  to  the  transmission  of  bills  from  one  house 
to  the  other  would  have  to  be  suspended,  and  that, 
the  house  must  do  to-morrow  the  business  which  it | 
could  not  get  through  to-night.  Ee  moved  an  ad- 1 
journment,  (it  being  now  ten  o’clcck).  Mr.  Reed 1 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion;  which  | 
were  ordered,  and  were,  yeas  55,  rays  80.  So  the 
house  refused  to  adjourn.  Some  bi.ls  were  receiv- 
ed from  the  senate;  and,  on  motioi  of  Mr.  Slade, 
at  a few  minutes  past  10  o’clock,  P,  M.  the  house 
adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  2.  Mr.  Craig  presented  a re- 
solution of  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  in- 
structing the  senators  and  requesting  the  represen- 
tatives in  congress  from  said  state  to  have  the  frank- 
ing privilege  extended,  by  law,  to  the  members  and 
chief  clerks  of  the  several  legislatures  of  the  United 
States  during  their  respective  sessons,  aqd  to  such 
public  functionaries  thereof  as  maj  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient; which  resolution  was  laid  on  the  fable. 

Mie  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from,  the  secretary  of  the  senate  and  clerk  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  reporting  that  the  com- 
pilation  of  congressional  documents  authorised  by 
the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1832,  and  rosolution  of 
tlie  2d  of  March,  1833,  has  been  completed. 

Also,  a communication  from  Peter  Force,  esq. 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington,  encloshg  a report 
from  the  register,  showing  the  amount  c|  due  bills 
of  the  corporation  of  W ashington  withdrawn  from 
circulation,  and  extinguished,  in  compliance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  30,  1834. 

Mr.  Cashing,  from  the  committee  of  foreign  af- 
fairs, to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
C.  Parke,  reported  a resolution  requesting  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  prosecute  the  claim 
of  the  United  States  against  Denmark  for  the  va- 
lue ot  three  prizes  made  by  John  Paul  Jones;  which 
resolution  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Smith,,  from  the  select  committee  appointed 
upon  the  subject  of  the  West  Point  military  acade- 
my, on  the  12th  day  of  December  last,  made  a re- 
port thereon,  accompanied  by  a bill  for  modifying 
the  system  of  military  instruction  at  West  Point, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  from  the  committee  of  claims, 
reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Robert 
Fulton,  and  against  the  case  of  Philip  F.yker.  Mr. 
Whittlesey,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  president’s  missage  as  re- 
lates to  the  taking  of  property  of  individuals  for 
public  use,  and  the  relief  of  sufferers  ly  Indian  de- 
predations, or  by  the  operation  of  our  awn  troops  in 
Florida,  Alabama  and  Georgia,  reported  thereon  at 
length;  concluding  with  a resolution  that  the  com- 
mittee be  discharged  from  the(furtber  consideration 
of  the  said  message;  and  'that the  said  report  do  lie 
on  the  table,  (the  want  of  tine  preventing  a com- 
plete investigation).  Mr.  nVhitilesey , from  the 
same  committee,  reported  tlri  senate  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  corporate  authorises  of  the  city  of  Mo- 
bile; and  recommended  tha!  the  said  bill  be  re- 
jected. 

The  unfinished  business/was  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  foreign  affair/  on  the  subject  of  the 
relations  between  the  Unit/d  States  and  Mexico. 

_ On  motion  of  Mr.  Oamfreleng,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  same  was  postponed  until  Friday 
next.  ; 


Mr.  Garland,  o;  Virginia,  from  a majority  of  the 
select  committee  ippointed  on  the  4th  day  of  Janu- 
ary last,  to  inquirt  whether  the  several  banks  em- 
ployed for  the  deposite  of  pub  ic  money  have  em- 
ployed an  agent  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  government 
tc  transact  their  business  at  the  treasury  depart- 
ment; also,  the  character  of  suc.i  business;  the  com- 
pensation received  by  said  agerl;  whether  employ- 
td  at  the  request  or  through  the  procurement  of  the 
treasury  department;  whether  he  receives  compen- 
sation from  the  treasury  department,  &c.  reported 
thereon  at  length,  concluding  with  the  following  re- 
solutions: 

1.  Resolved,  (as  theopinion  of  this  committee). 
That  the  several  banks  employed  for  the  deposite 
ot  the  public  money  have  not  all,  or  any  of  them, 
by  joint  or  several  contract,  employed  an  agent  to 
reside  at  the  seat  of  government,  to  transact  their 
business  with  the  treasury  department. 

2.  Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee). 
That  no  agent  lor  the  transaction  of  business  be- 
tween the  deposite  banks  and  the  treasury  depart- 
ment has  been  employed  at  the  request  or  through 
the  procurement  of  said  department. 

3.  Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee). 
That  the  business  of  the  deposite  banks  with  the 
treasury  department  is  not  conducted  through  any 
igemt,  but  is  transacted  directly  with  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  or  some  officer  of  the  department. 

4.  Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee). 
That  no  agent,  in  any  way  connected  with  the  pub- 
lic deposites,  since  the  removal  of  said  deposites 
from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  has  received 
any  compensation  from  the  treasury  department. 

5.  Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee). 
That  several  of  the  deposite  banks  have  employed 
an  agent  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  government,  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  and  transmitting  information 
affecting  the  interests  of  said  banks,  both  from  the 
treasury  department  and  other  sources,  and  trans- 
mitting public  documents;  that  agent  is  Reuben  M. 
Whitney,  who  receives  such  salary  from  said  banks 
as  they  annually  deem  his  services  worth. 

Which  said  resolutions  lie  upon  the  speaker’s  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  Henry  Johnson,  from  the  same  committee, 
believing  that  the  committee  has  drawn  erroneous 
conclusions  from  some  of  the  testimony,  presented 
the  grounds  of  his  difference  in  writing,  and  his 
reasons  for  not  concurring  in  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority, remarking,  that,  agreeing  with  the  views  of 
the  majority  in  the  greater  part  of  their  report,  he 
regrets  the  difference  of  opinion  on  points  to  which 
he  has  alluded. 

Mr.  Peyton,  from  the  same  committee,  submit- 
ted, at  length,  the  views  of  the  minority,  accompa- 
nied by  a resolution,  that  the  same,  with  the  ac- 
companying documents,  be  inserted  in  the  journal 
of  the  house,  as  containing  the  views  of  the  mino- 
rity of  this  committee,  and"  moved  that  the  report  of 
the  minority  of  said  committee  be  committed  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  with  instructions  to  report  a bill  prohibiting 
in  future,  under  sufficient  penalties,  the  eommurii- 
cation  of  secret  intelligence  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  for  the  benefit  of  the  deposite  or  any  other 
banks,  which  concern  all  banks  alike. 

[We  regret  exceedingly  not  having  been  able  to 
obtain  a copy  of  the  resolutions  appended  to  the 
minority  report;  which,  however,  shall  be  publish- 
ed as  early  as  we  can  lay  our  hands  upon  them. 

nr  r,  Nat-  Int-\ 

Mr.  Peyton  addressed  the  house  at  great  length 
on  the  subject  ot  this  report,  and  of  the  character  of 
the  evidence  which  had  been  elicited  before  the 
committee.  Mr.  P.  had  not  concluded  his  remarks, 
when  Mr.  Boon  moved  that  the  house  proceeded  to’ 
the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule 
to  enable  him  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 
.Resolved,  (if  the  senate  concur),  That  the  16th 
joint  resolution  of  this  house,  which  provides  that 
no  bill  which  may  have  passed  one  house  shall  be 
sent  lor  concurrence  to  the  other  on  either  of  the 
three  last  days  of  the  session,  be  suspended  tor  this 
day.  Mr.  D.  H.  Lewis  asked  the  yeas  and  nays- 
which  were  not  ordered.  After  some  desultory 
conversation,  the  question  was  taken  and  decided 
in  the  negative:  ayes  59,  noes  not  counted.  So 
the  rule  was  not  suspended,  two-thirds  of  the  house 
not  having  sustained  the  motion.  The  speaker  an- 
nounced that  there  were  seventy  senate  bills  on  the 
speaker’s  table  on  their  first  reading. 

Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  said  he  would  make  another  ef- 
fort t°  have  these  bills  referred,  and,  if  objection  was 
made,  he  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  asking- 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  in  order  to  see  who  was  de- 
sirous to  stop  the  business  from  the  senate.  He 
would  move  that  the  bills  from  the  senate  have  their 
first  and  second  reading,  lor  the  purpose  of  refer- 
ence, excluding  such  as  would  excite  debate. 
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Mr.  C.  Johnson  objected.  If  the  land  bill  from 
the  senate  was  allowed  now  to  be  passed  by,  it 
would  be  lost  forever. 

Mr.  Patton  moved  a suspensior.  of  the  rules  for 
the  purpose  of  takinr  up  the  senate's  bill  designat- 
ing and  limiting  the  finds  receivable  for  the  revenue 
of  the  United  States;  which  was  agreed  to — ayes 
116,  noes  28.' 

This  bill  had  been  reported  back  to  the  house 
with  the  following  amendment: 

“And,  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  part  of  this 
act  shall  be  construed  as  repealing  any  existing  law 
relative  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue  from  cus- 
toms or  public  lands  in  the  legal  currency,  or  as 
substituting  bank  notes  of  any  description  as  a law- 
ful currency  of  coin,  as  provided  in  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States;  nor  to  deprive  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  of  the  power  to  direct  the  collectors 
or  the  receivers  of  the  public  revenue,  whether  de- 
rived fi'ora  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sales  of  public 
lands,  not  to  receive  in  payment  for  any  sum  due 
to  the  United  States  the  notes  of  any  bank  or  banks 
which  the  said  secretary  may  have  reason  to  believe 
unworthy  of  credit,  or  which  he  apprehends  may  be 
compelled  to  suspend  specie  payments.” 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said,  that  at  any  other  period  of 
the  session  than  the  present,  he  might  have  ad- 
dressed some  remarks  to  the  house  on  this  subject, 
but  he  would  now  forbear.  The  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a miscon- 
struction of  the  act,  and  securing  the  public  rever 
nue  from  serious  frauds,  had  brought  forward  this 
amendment.  It  was,  however,  for  the  house  to 
adopt  or  reject  it,  as  they  thought  proper;  but  he 
hoped  those  gentlemen  who  were  so  solicitous  about 
this  bill  would  grant  him  the  privilege  of  recording 
his  vote  upon  tlie  amendment.  Mr.  C.  then  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Lawrence  said  he  would  not  occupy  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  more  than  a moment.  The 
amendment,  he  apprehended,  was  new  to  most  of 
the  members  upon  this  floor.  He  had  examined  it 
carefully,  and  he  believed  that  the  effect  of  it,  if 
passed,  would  be  to  legalize  powers  that  were 
claimed  and  exercised  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury; which  were  before,  to  say  the  least,  very 
doubtful.  Its  effect  would  be  to  destroy  the  bill, 
to  neutralize  and  to  nullify  every  valuable  provision 
in  it.  He  stated  this  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  west; 
for  if  he  understood  the  amendment,  its  effect,  if 
carried  out,  would  be  the  same  as  the  treasury  or- 
der, viz:  to  bring  the  whole  country  in  the  region 
of  the  land  offices  down  to  a specie  basis;  to  drive 
from  circulation  every  bank  note  which  could  be 
converted  into  specie  issued  by  the  banks  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  land  offices,  and,  in  place  of 
their  own  paper,  have  in  circulation  the  notes  of 
distant  banks — those  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York 
and  New  England. 

He  did  not  give  his  assent  to  alL  the  provisions  of 
this  bill;  it  was  not  one  which  he  would  have  offer- 
ed, nor  was  it  the  best  bill  that  could  have  been  pre- 
sented and  matured. 

He  took  this  occasion  to  say  that  he  deemed  the 
whole  system  of  banking,  the  whole  financial  ope- 
rations of  the  government,  so  far  as  the  currency 
was  concerned,  as  in  a distracted  condition,  and  suet 
as  did  not  meet  his  concurrence.  He  believed  i; 
was  a system  which,  sooner  or  later,  would  inflict, 
must  inflict,  on  the  country  a calamity  which  now 
was  probably  little  anticipated.  He  believed  tha: 
the  currency  of  this  wide  extended  country  nevei 
can  be  properly  regulated,  without  some  great,  cen- 
tral, controlling  power  over  the  state  banks.  But 
he  would  not  now  go  further  into  the  subject,  be- 
cause he  knew  that  the  time  of  this  house  was  too 
valuable  at  this  period  of  the  session  to  be  occupi- 
ed by  him. 

Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York,  said,  gentlemen  looked 
upon  this  bill  as  a repeal  of  the  treasury  order.— 
This  was  not  so;  because  at  last  it  left  the  matter 
with  the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  and  he  ventured 
to  say,  if  the  bill  was  now  passed,  the  special  order 
would  not  be  repealed.  It  did  not  require  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  to  receive  the  notes  of  spe- 
cie paying  banks  for  the  public  revenue,  but  left  it 
discretionary  with  him  to  do  so  or  not.  The  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
merely  declared  the  effect  of  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution,  which  were  paramount  to  all  the  laws 
which  could  be  passed  on  the  subject.  If  the  bill 
went  to  legalize  the  notes  of  any  banks  in  payment 
for  the  public  revenue,  he  ventured  to  assert  that  it 
would  receive  but  few  votes  in  that  house. 

Mr.  Mercer  made  some  remarks  in  reply  to  the 
.gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Mdmn),  and  in 
opposition  to  the  amendment.  Mr.  Bouldin  briefly 
addressed  the  house  in  support  of  the  bill  as  a re- 
medy for,  or  a choice  of,  evils.  Mr.  Patton  support- 
ed the  bill,  and  opposed  the  amendment,  which  he 
insisted  went  to  nullify  the  bill.  Mr.  Sutherland 


said  this  was  no  new  question;  it  was  airly  under- 
stood. Why,  then,  waste  time  in  dscussing  it, 
which  was  wanted  for  many  other  important  bills 
yet  behind.  The  natior  understood  tie  question; 
the  house  understood  it.  He  would,  therefore,  call 
for  the  previous  question.  Mr.  Galbraih  inquired 
if  the  previous  question  would  cut  off  lhe  amend- 
ment of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means?  The 
speaker  said  it  would.  And  the  quesiion  being 
taken  on  the  call  for  the  previous  question,  there 
were,  yeas  82,  noes  67.  So  there  was  a second. 
Mr.  Cambreleng  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ordering  the  main  question;  which  were  ordered. 
Mr.  Patton  inquired  of  the  chair  whether,  if  the 
nain  question  should  not  be  ordered,  the  bill  would 
lot  lie  over  until  to-morrow.  The  chair  said  that 
(ke  effect  of  such  a vote  would  be  to  take  the  bill 
fom  before  the  house  until  to-morrow.  Mr.  Patton 
slid  he  should  then  be  compelled  to  gives  his  vote 
hr  the  previous  question. 

Some  further  conversation  ensued  on  points  of 
erder,  when  the  question  being  taken  on  ordering 
fhe  main  question,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
So  the  house  determined  that  the  main  question 
should  be  now  put. 

Mr.  McCarty  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question;  which  were  ordered.  And  the  main 
question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading,  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  H.  Allen, 
Anthony,  Bailey, Beal,  Bell,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden, 
Bouldin,  Bovee,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  John 
Calhoon,  Willian  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter, 
Casey,  George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Chap- 
man, Chetwood,  Childs,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  John  F. 
H.  Claiborne,  Clerk,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crane, 
Crary,  Cushing,  Dawson,  Denny,  Elmore,  Everett, 
Fowler,  French,  James  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Ghol- 
son,  Graham,  Gianger,  Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  Hilknd  Hall,  Hannegan,  Harlan,  Harper, 
S.  S.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hazeltine,  Hen- 
derson, Hiester,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Ing- 
ham, W.  Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer,  John  W.  Jones, 
Kilgore,  Lane,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Gideon 
Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lews,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lucas,  Lyon, 
Job  Mann,  Martin,  Sampson  Mason,  Maury,  May, 
McCarty,  McConas,  McKennan,  McKim,  Mercer, 
Milligan,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Morris,  Muhlen- 
berg, Owens,  Perker,  Patton,  D.  J.  Pearce,  James 

A.  Pearce,  Peerson,  Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Phillips, 
Pickens,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  John 
Reynolds,  Richardson,  Robertson,  Sehenck,  Wm. 

B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Slade, 
Sloane,  Spangler,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steel,  Storer, 
Sutherland, Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Turner, 
Underwood  Vinton,  Wagener,  Washington  Web- 
ster, White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sherrod  Wiliams,  Yell — 143. 

NAYS— Messre.  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bockee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burns,  Cambreleng, 
Chaney,  Chapin,  Coles,  Cushman,  Doubleday, 
Dromgoole,  Efner,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fry,  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hardin,  A.  G.  Har- 
rison, Hawes,  Holt,  Huntington,  Jarvis,  Cave  John- 
son, Benj.  Jones,  Lansing,  Joshua  Lee,  Leonard, 
Logan, Loyal!,  Abijah  Mann,  Wm.  Mason,  Moses 
Mason,  McKay,  McKeon,  McLene,  Page,  Parks, 
Franklin  Pierce,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Rogers,  Sey- 
mour, Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John 
Thomson,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Ward,  Wardwell— 
59. 

The  bill  wes  accordingly  read  a third  time,  and 
the  question  being  on  its  final  passage,  Mr.  Hardin 
submitted  some  remarks  upon  the  general  merits  of 
the  bill,  and  the  bill  was  passed. 

A joint  resolution  was  received  from  the  senate, 
suspending  the  operation  of  the  16th  joint  rule,  so 
as  to  authorise  bills  which  passed  either  house 
on  the  28th  u t.  to  be  sent  to  either  house.  Mr. 
Cambreleng  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  lhe  resolution  until  after  the  recess. 
After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Garland,  of  La. 
Adams,  C.  Johnson,  Mercer  and  Sutherland,  the  mo- 
tion to  postpone  was  agreed  to. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
senate  bills,  on  the  sjeakejr’s  table,  coming  upon 
fhe  question  of  reference. 

The  first  in  order  was  the  bill  from  the  senate 
entitled  “an  act  to  prthibit  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  except  to  actual  settlers,  in  limited  quanti- 
ties, and  for  other  purpses;”  which  bill  had  here- 
tofore been  read  a first  ime,  and  was  arrested  in  its 
further  progress  by  an  objection  from  Mr.  Hardin 
to  the  second  reading;  vhich  objection  brought  the 
question  directly  beforethe  house,  “Shall  this  bill 
be  rejected?” 

Mr.  Hardin  was  entited  to  the  floor,  and  con- 
cluded his  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  After 
which,  he  withdrew  his  objection  to  the  second 


reading.  Mr.  Underwood  renewed  the  objection. 
And,  pending  the  question,  the  hour  of  three  having 
arrived,  the  house  took  a recess  until  half  past  four 
o’clock. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
from  the  senate,  entitled  an  act  to  prohibit  the  sale 
of  public  lands,  except  to  actual  settlers,  in  limited 
quantities,  and  for  other  purposes.  The  frill  was 
debated  by  Messrs.  Underwood,  Vinton,  Lane, 
McCarty  and  Johnson,  of  La.  who  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  Love  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  Mr. 
Gholson  moved  a call  of  the  house;  which  was  re- 
fused. Mr.  Hannegan  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion"  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table;  which 
were  ordered.  Mr.  McKennon  again  moved  a call 
of  the  house,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  there- 
on; which  were  ordered,  and  were  yeas  61,  nays  124. 
So  the  call  was  refused. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  H.  Allen,  Bai- 
ley, Beale,  Bond,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  John 
Calhoun,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter, 
George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chet- 
wood, Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Connor,  Cor- 
win, Craig,  Crane,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson, 
Deberry,  Denny,  Dromgoole,  Elmore,  Evans,  Eve- 
rett, Fowler,  French,  James  Garland,  Graham, 
Granger,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Htrd,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper, 
S.  S.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Henderson,  Keis- 
ter, Herod,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Ingersoll,  W. 
Jackson,  Janes,  Joseph  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones, 
Kennon,  Kilgore,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lin- 
coln, Love,  Sampson  Mason,  Maury,  McComas, 
McKennan,  McLene,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Morgan, 
Morris,  Parker,  Pitton,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pearson, 
Pettigrew,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Richardson,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Shenck,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Smith, 
Spangler,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Talliaferro, 
Waday  Thompson,  U.iderwood,  Vinton,  Washing- 
ton, E.  Whittlesey,  lewis  Williams,  Wise — 107. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Inthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Bean, 
Beaumont,  Black,  Bickee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bovee, 
Boyd,  Brown,  Burrs,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chap- 
man, Chapin,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Coles,  Cra- 
mer, Crary,  Cushmrn,  Doubleday,  Dunlap,  Fair- 
field,  Farlin,  Fry,  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Garland,  Ghol- 
son, Haley,  Joseph  Hall.  Hamer,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
Haynes,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington, 
Huntsman,  Jarvis,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson, 
Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler,  G.  Lee,  J. 
Lee,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon, 
Abijah  Mann,  Job  Nann,  Martin,  Wm.  Mason,  M. 
Mason,  May,  McCa/ty,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim, 
Miller,  Muhlenbeig,  Parks,  Patterson,  Franklin 
Pierce,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  John  Reynolds,  Seymour, 
Shields,  Shinn, 'Sickles,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Sherrod  Williams,  Yell 
—91. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A number  of  senate  bills  on  the  speaker’s  table 
were  then  read  twice  by  their  titles,  and  appropri- 
ately referred. 

The  se'nate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  executrix  of 
R.  VV.  Meade  coming  up  on  its  second  reading,  it 
was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Mann,  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble-ayes 82,  noes  61. 

The  senate  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  certain  goods 
destroyed  by  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York,  was  taken 
up  and,  committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union. 

The  bill  from  the  senate,  entitled  “an  act  to  or- 
ganize the  several  fire  companies  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,”  was  read  twice  by  its  title;  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  W.  B.  Shepard,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  at  this  time,  and  was  passed. 

The  bill  to  charter  the  Firemen’s  Mutual  Insu- 
rance companies  of  the  District  of  Columbia  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  and,  after  a few  remarks  from 
Messrs.  Wardwell,  W.  B.  Shepard,  L.awrence  and 
Washington.  The  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wardwell 
was  so  amended  as  to  add  a proviso  that  it  should  be 
lawful  for  congress,  at  any  time,  to  alter,  amend  or 
repeal  the  same.  And,  thus  amended,  the  bill,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  W.  B.  Shepard,  was  ordered  to  a third 
reading  to-morrow. 

The  senate  bill,  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  se- 
veral acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  coming  upon 
its  first  and  second  reading.  Mr.  Cambreleng  moved 
its  commitment  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union.  Mr.  Adams  moved  its  com- 
mitment to  the  committee  on  manufactures.  And, 
the  question  being  taken,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng prevailed. 
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The  following  bills  and  resolutions  from  the  se- 
nate, viz. 

1.  The  bill  “to  extend  for  a longer  period  the  se- 
veral acts  now  in  force  for  the  relief  of  certain  in- 
solvent debtors  of  the  United  States;”  2.  The  bill 
“concerning  pilots;”  3.  The  joint  resolution  autho- 
rising the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  receive  from 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  under  the  Pennsylva- 
nia charter,  payment  for  the  stock  of  the  United 
States  in  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States;  4.  The 
resolution  “to  enable  the  postmaster  general  more 
readily  to  change  the  commencement  ol  the  contract 
year  in  the  post  office  department;”  5.  The  bill  “for 
the  reliefof  Catharine  Myott;”  6.  The  bill  from  the 
senate  “to  reorganize  the  several  fire  companies  in 
the  District  of  Columbia;”  7.  The  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Howard  Institution  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton;” 8.  The  bill  “to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of 
title  and  final  disposition  of  the  four  reserved  sec- 
tions in  the  tract  of  country  allotted  to  the  Tom- 
bigbee  association  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
cultivation  of  the  vine  and  the  olive;”  9.  The  bill 
to  amend  the  act  of  July,  1836,  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Smith,  Linn  McGhee  and  Semoice,  Creek 
Indians,  and  also  the  act  of  J uly,  1828,  for  the  relief 
of  Susan  Marlow. 

The  above  nine  bills  were  severally  read  a first 
and  second  time,  and  then  read  a third  time  and 
passed — [and  want  only  the  signature  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  become  a law]. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  senate,  authorising 
the  purchase  and  distribution  of  a number  of  copies 
of  Macomb’s  Tactics,  coming  up  on  the  first  and 
second  reading,  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hawes, 
laid  on  the  table.  Mr.  Howard  moved  to  reconsi- 
der the  vote  by  which  it  was  thus  disposed  of— but 
the  vote  to  reconsider  was  also  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howard,  the  house  took  up, 
considered,  and  concurred  in,  the  amendments  of 
the  senate  to  the  bill  repealing  the  discriminating 
duties  on  Dutch  and  Belgian  vessels  and  their  car- 
goes. Mr.  Cambreleng  made  an  ineffectual  motion 
again  to  go  into  committee  on  certain  bills.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Rencher,  at  nine  o’clock,  the  house 
adjourned. 

Thursday,  March  2.  The  bill  authorising  the  en- 
listment of  boys  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  being  under  consideration,  various  ineffectu- 
al attempts  were  made  to  amend  it — when  the  bill, 
having  been  ordered  to  a third  reading  at  this  time, 
was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  committee  on  ma- 
nufactures were  discharged  from  the  further  consi- 
deration of  all  subjects  not  heretofore  reported  on. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapin  the  committee  on  pen- 
sions were  discharged  from  a number  of  specified 
petitions  referred  to  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garland,  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  select  committee  of  which  he  is  chair- 
man was  ordered  to  be  printed.  Mr.  Garland  mov- 
ed to  print  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  two  reports, 
without  the  evidence. 

The  house  having  agreed  to  consider  the  motion 
at  this  time,  Mr.  Hawes  moved  to  amend  the  mo- 
tion by  adding  5,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  se- 
lect committee  on  the  West  Point  academy. — 
Agreed  to:  ayes  64,  noes  48. 

Mr.  Vandeiyoel  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
adding  5,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee on  amendments  to  the  constitution.  And 
the  original  motion,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Peyton,  by  leave,  presented  certain  addition- 
al views  of  tne  minority  of  the  select  committee  of 
which  Mr.  Garland  is  chairman;  which  was  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  hoioe  pro- 
ceeded to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  took  up  the 
joint  resolution  suspending  the  16th  joint  rule  of 
the  two  houses,  so  as  to  authorise  the  sending  from 
one  house  to  the  other  such  bills  as  passed  either 
house  on  the  28th  ult.  and,  having  been  amended, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  by  adding  “that  the 
17th  joint  rule  which  prohibits  the  sending  of  bills 
to  the  president  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  be 
also  suspended,”  and  further  amended,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wardwell,  by  inserting  the  words  “joint  re- 
solutions” after  the  word  “bills,”  agreed  to — af- 
ter considerable  discussion,  during  which  an  appeal 
was  taken  from  a decision  of  the  chair,  on  a point 
of  order,  which  decision  was  sustained  by  the 
house. 

The  house  next  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifica- 
tions for  the  year  1837,  and  for  other  purposes,  which 
had  been  returned  from  the  senate  with  an  amend- 
ment. striking  out  that  portion  of  the  bill  which 
provides  that  the  money  which  may  remain  in  the 
treasury  of  the  U.  States  on  the  1st  of  January  next, 
reserving  five  millions  of  dollars,  shall  be  deposit- 
ed with  the  several  states,  according  to  certain  pro- 


visions of  the  act  to  regulate  the  public  deposites, 
passed  June  23,  1836. 

The  question  was  on'concurring  with  the  senate 
in  their  amendnent,  when  Mr.  Bell  briefly  oppos- 
ed it  and  moved  that  the  house  disagree  to  it.  The 
speaker  said  that  motion,  if  rejected,  would  be 
equivalent  to  a motion  to  agree  to  the  amendment. 
After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Mercer  in  favor  of 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Bell,  and  some  conversation  be- 
tween the  speaker  and  Mr.  Vanderpoel,  Mr.  V. 
moved  the  previous  question.  Mr.  Childs  moved  a 
call  of  the  house,  which  was  not  sustained.  The 
demand  for  the  previous  question  was  then  second- 
ed. 

Mr.  Howell  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  or- 
dering the  main  question;  which  was  refused.  And 
the  house  determined  that  the  main  question  should 
be  now  taken.  Mr.  Bell  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  main  question;  which  were  ordered. — 
And  the  main  question,  “Will  the  house  disagree 
to  the  amendment  of  the  senate?”  was  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  Heman  Al- 
len, Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Buchanan, 
Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  Casey,  George  Chambers,  John  Cham- 
bers, Chetwood,  Childs,  Nath.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark, 
Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Daw- 
son, Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett, 
French,  Bice  Garland,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves, 
Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Har- 
din, Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hazeltine,  Henderson, 
Heister,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Hunt,  In- 

fersoll,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer,  Henry 
ohnson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyan,  Job  Mann, 
Sampson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCarty,  McCo- 
mas,  McKennon,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Morris,  Parker,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearson, 
Pettrgrew,  Peyton,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed, 
Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Robertson,  Wm.  B.  Shep- 
ard, Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Sickles,  Spangler, 
Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  W.  Thomp- 
son, Turner,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Washington, 
White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod 
Williams — 111. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beaumont,  Black,  Bockee,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Chaney,  Cha- 
pin, J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Coles,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cra- 
ry,  Cushman,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Fair- 
field,  Farlin,  Fry,  Fuller,  James  Garland,  Gholson, 
Glascock,  Grantland,  Haley,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  A. 
G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Ploward, 
Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jarvis, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson, 
John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Lansing,  Lawler, 
Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard, 
Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Wm.  Mason,  Moses  Mason, 
McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Muh- 
lenberg, Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  D.  J. 
Pearce,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Jos.  Reynolds,  Rogers, 
Schenck,  Seymour,  Shields,  Shinn,  Smith,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wa- 
goner, Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  T.  T.  Whittle- 
sey, Wise,  Yell — 94. 

So  the  house  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  went 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  Pierce,  of  New  Hampshire,  in  the 
chair),  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
current  expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  and  for 
fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  certain  Indian 
tribes  for  the  year  1837;  which  said  bill  had  been 
returned  from  the  senate  with  certain  amendments, 
and  the  pending  question  being  on  concurrence 
therein. 

Several  amendments  to  the  amendments  of  the 
senate  were  offered  by  Messrs.  Cambreleng,  Bell 
and  Garland,  and  concurred  in. 

The  amendments  of  the  senate,  as  amended  by 
the  house,  were  then  concurred  in;  and  the  bill, 
thus  amended,  was  laid  aside. 

The  committee  took  up  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1837,  which  had  been  returned  from 
the  senate  with  certain  amendments;  and  the  ques- 
tion was  on  concurring  in  the  amendments.  Seve- 
ral amendments  to  the  amendments  were  proposed 
all  of  which  were  rejected,  with  the  exception  of 
one  proposed  by  Mr.  French  in  relation  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  marine  hospitals  pn  the  western  wa- 
ters. The  amendments  of  the  ienate  as  amended, 
were’then  concurred  in. 

[Among  the  amendments  wliich  were  rejected, 
was  one  offered  by  Mr.  Ingfrsoll,  to  strike  out 
$100,000  inserted  by  the  senate  for  fitting  out  the 
ship  of  the  line  Pennsylvania,  and  insert  $400,000.] 
The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  two 
bills  to  the  house. 


■ The  amendments  of  the  senate,  as  amended  in 
committee  of  the  whole  house,  to  the  Indian  bill, 
were  concurred  in  by  the  house. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate,  stating 
that  that  body  adhered  to  their  amendment  to  the 
fortification  bill.  (See  above.) 

The  house  took  up  the  naval  appropriation  bill, 
the  question  being  on  concurring  with  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  house  on  the  amendments  of  the 
senate,  as  amended  therein.  Pending  this  question, 
the  hour  of  3 o’clock  having  arrived,  the  house 
took  a recess  until  half  past  4 o’clock. 

EVENING-  SESSION. 

The  amendments  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
to  the  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  “bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the 
year  1837,”  being  still  under  consideration,  and 
the  question  pending  being  on  concurring  with  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  amendments  of  the 
senate,  Mr.  Wardwell  moved  the  previous  question, 
but  the  house  refused  to  second  it. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Lou.  moved  further  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  the  senate  by  appropriating  a sum  of 
§70,000  for  the  erection  of  a marine  hospital  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans;  $15,000  for  a similar  work  in 
Portland,  Maine;  $10,000  for  the  same  at  Wilming- 
ton, North  Carolina;  and  $10,000  for  another  in  the 
ci:y  of  Mobile,  Alabama;  which  was  agreed  to: 
ayes  79,  noes  56. 

The  question  recurring  on  concurring  with  the 
committee  of  the  whole  in  their  amendment  on  the 
bill,  as  amended  by  the  house,  Mr.  Rencher  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and, 
after  a few  remarks  from  Messrs.  Bond,  Sutherland 
and  Lane,  Mr.  Jarvis  moved  a proviso  that  no 
more  money  should  be  expended  in  the  objects 
contemplated  in  the  amendment  than  was  appro- 
priated for  them;  which  was  agreed'to.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  as  amended  in 
the  house,  to  the  amendment  of  the  senate  was 
then  disagreed  to — yeas  72,  nays  110. 

The  other  amendments  of  the  senate  were  all 
concurred  in  except  two,  as  follows: 

“For  launching  and  securing  the  ship  of  the  line 
Pennsylvania,  $100,000.” 

Mr.  Jarvis  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  concurring  with  this  amendment;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were  yeas  89,  nays  86.  So  that 
item  of  appropriation  stands.  Mr.  Cambreleng  mov- 
ed that  the  house  resolve  itself  into  a committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union.  Mr.  Wise 
asked  leave  to  present  a report  from  the  select 
investigating  committee  [of  which  he  was  chair- 
man.] Mr.  W.  remarked  that  it  would  not  oc- 
cupy ten  minutes.  Objections  being  made,  Mr. 
W.  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule;  but  the  motion 
was  disagreed  to  without  a division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Pierce,  of 
New  Hampshire,  in  the  chair-.) 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  civil  and  di- 
plomatic expenses  was  then  taken  up  and  consider- 
ed. 

Several  amendments  were  offered  and  concurred 
in:  the  most  debated  of  these  was  an  amendment 
offered  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  to  increase,  by 
a small  amount,  the  salaries  of  all  the  officers  of  go- 
vernment whose  present  salaries  were  under  two 
thousand  dollars.  • 

A debate  of  some  length  ensued  on  this  amend- 
ment, when  Mr.  Vinton  offered  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  providing  that  the  increase  of  sala- 
ry should  only  be  extended  to  those  clerks  whose 
salaries  did  not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars- — but 
afterwards  modified  his  amendment  so  as  to  limit 
the  increase  to  those  officers  whose  salaries  were 
below  $1,200;  and  the  question  was  taken  and  the 
amendment  rejected. 

Mr.  Thompson  moved  an  amendment  to  increase 
the  pay  of  naval  officers,  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Lewis  moved  a reconsideration  of  the  vote 
concurring  with  the  amendment  of  the  senate  to 
raise  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  of  the  senate,  with 
the  view  of  offering  as  an  amendment  to  raise  also 
the  salaries  of  the  clerks  of  the  house,  which  he 
thought  would  be  but  fair,  since  those  of  the  senate 
were  to  be  raised.  The  house  refused,  however,  to 
reconsider. 

Mr.  Peyton  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
thereto  the  following: 

“Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  presi- 
dent, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  sr- 
nate,  shall  appoint  an  officer  to  be  called  the  super- 
intendent of  the  public  deposites,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  manage  and  superintend  all  the  corres- 
pondence, business  and  interest,  connected  with  tie 
deposite  banks  under  the  direction  of  the  secretaiy 
of  the  treasury,  and  whose  correspondence  and  ell 
other  proceedings  shall  be  deemed  official,  and  re- 
gularly filed  and  kept  with  other  papers  of  the  trea- 
sury department. 
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“Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  su- 
perintendent shall  receive  a fixed  annual  compensa- 
tion of;  $3,500. 

“Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  bank 
shall  be  continued  or  hereafter  selected  as  a deposi- 
tory of  the  public  money  unless  such  bank  shall 
expressly  stipulate  that  all  correspondence  or  pro- 
ceedings between  said  banks  and  the  secretary  ol 
the  treasury,  or  between  said  banks  and  the  said  su- 
perintendent, and  any  other  person  or  persons, 
touching  said  deposites  and  disbursements,  shall  be 
open  at  all  times  to  the  inspection  or  examination 
of  either  house  of  congress.” 

Mr  .Peyton  delivered  his  sentiments  and  views! 
in  offering  this  amendment  in  a speech  of  consider- 
able length,  in  which  he  went  in  extenso  into  an 
examination  of  the  report  of  the  select  committee 
of  investigation.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
having  referred  to  the  report  of  the  bank  committee 
of  1832,  Mr.  P.  called  upon  Mr.  Adams  to  corrobo- 
rate his  statements  as  to  the  alleged  perjury  of  R.i 
M.  Whitney.  Mr.  Adams  rose  to  explain,  and  en- 
tered into  a statement  of  the  transactions  referred 
to.  Mr.  Thomas  explained,  and,  as  a member  o' 
that  committee,  stated  several  circumstances  wind 
induced  him  to  believe  that  Mr.  Whitney  was  not 
perjured,  but  had  honestly  stated  what  he  appeared 
to  have  sufficient  grounds  for  believing.  Mr.  Adams 
rose,  and  with  some  warmth  defended  the  charac- 
ter of  Mr.  Biddle,  which  he  considered  to  have 
been  impugned  by  the  statement  of  Mr.  Thomas. 

At  this  period  an  effort  was  made  to  put  an  end 
to  the  debate,  it  being  3 o’clock  in  the  morning, 
and  a point  of  order  was  raised  as  to  the  irrelevan- 
cy of  these  explanations. 

The  chair  (Mr.  Pierce)  decided  that  the  debate 
was  undoubtedly  irregular,  but  that,  having  now 
proceeded  so  far,  he  should  leave  it  for  the  commit- 
tee to  decide  whether  the  honorable  gentleman 
should  proceed. 

After  some  further  discussion,  Mr.  Adams  was 
permitted  to  proceed.  Mr.  Thomas,  in  reply,  re- 
affirmed his  statement,  to  the  effect  that  the  testi- 
mony of  R.  M.  Whitney  on  the  occasion  referred 
to  was  apparently  corroborated  by  the  documents 
and  the  books  of  the  United  States  bank,  and  that 
the  charge  of  perjury  was  not  made  out  against 
him.  Mr.  Peyton  then  resumed,  and  having  spoken 
at  some  length  on  the  same  topic,  Mr.  Hamer  re- 
plied, and  went  at  considerable  length  into  a de- 
fence of  the  committee,  with  respect  to  its-  course 
and  report  relating  to  R.  M.  Whitney.  Mr.  Wise 
replied  in  a speech  of  considerable  length,  which 
continued  until  daylight  pierced  into  the  lighted 
hall,  when,  having  finished,  replies  were  briefly 
made  by  Messrs.  Fairfield,  Hamer  and  Martin;  af- 
ter which,  the  committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  March  3.  After  some  other  morning  bu- 
siness— 

Mr.  Mercer  made  an  ineffectual  motion  to  suspend 
the  rule  to  enable  him  to  offer  a resolution  suspend- 
ing the  16th  joint  rule  to  permit  the  bill  for  the  se- 
lection and  purchase  of  sites  for  hospitals  on  the 
western  waters  to  be  sent  to  the  senate  this  day. 

Mr.  Lawrence  asked  the  consent  of  the  house  to 
offer  a resolution  that  all  petitions  and  memorials 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  members  of  this  house, 
who  d*esire  to  present  them,  he  laid  on  the  table,  and 
entered  on  the  journal  of  the  house;  which  was  ob- 
jected to. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the 
government  for  the  year  1837,  as  amended  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house. 

Several  of  the  amendments  as  amended,  were  con- 
curred in  and  some  further  amendments  adopted — 
when  the  question  recurring  on  concurring  with  the 
senate  in  their  amendments  as  amended, 

Mr.  W.  Thompson,  after  some  remarks  in  opposi- 
tion, asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  concurrence  in 
that  portion  of  the  amendment,  as  amended,  which 
provides  for  the  increase  of  the  compensation  of  the 
clerks  in  the  departments  of  state  and  war,  of  the 
clerks  to  both  houses  of  congress,  and  of  the  libra- 
rians thereto;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Howell  said  he  was  informed  that  it  had  been 
the  practice  with  some  of  the  heads  of  bureaus,  that 
were  allowed  a number  of  extra  clerks  at  a thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum,  to  hire  clerks  at  less  sums, 
and  pocket  the  excess  themselves. 

Now,  if  this -were  so,  it  proved  that  an  inerease  of 
their  salaries  was  unnecessary,  and  that  as  good 
clerks  as  we  now  have  could  be  obtained  at  the  pre- 
sent rates.  I would  inquire  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  if  he  has  any  evi- 
dence ot  the  facts  referred  to. 

Mr.  Wise  replied  that  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  various 
executive  departments,  made  this  morning,  would 


show  a report  of  Amos  Kendall  an!  John  P.  Van 
Ness,  commissioners  appoieted  by  authority  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States  in  the  year  1833,  to 
take  testimony  and  reportthereon  ir  relation  to  cer- 
tain charges — commissioners,  by  the  by,  who  issued 
subpoenas  in  the  form  of  “ requests ” to  witnesses — 
which  report  of  these  commissioners  purported  to 
prove  the  fact  that  it  has  been  the  practice,  in  one 
at  least,  and  he  believed  it  says  in  all  cf  the  depart- 
ments, up  to  a late  period,  to  take  the  sum  of  sala- 
ries for  subordinate  clerks,  to  pay  these  clerks  much 
less  than  was  allowed  by  law,  and  to  divide  the  sur- 
plus among  the  superior  clerks  or  heads  of  offices 
and'bureaus.  For  instance,  three  subordinate  clerks 
had  been  allowed  by  law  $1,000  each — $3,000  in 
the  aggregate;  this  gross  sum  would  be  taken  by  the 
superior,  and,  in  one  instance,  the  inferior  $1,000 
clerk  was  paid  but  $25  per  month,  leaving  700  out 
of  the  1,000  to  be  divided  among  the  chief  clerks; 
portions  of  which  were  actually  so  divided,  adding  to 
their  greater  salaries  and  taking  from  the  lesser. — 
Such  was  said  not  to  be  the  practice  now;  as  to  that 
this  deponent  saith  not.  The  report  will  speak  for 
itself. 

The  subject  was  further  debated  by  Messrs.  Ha- 
mer, C.  Johnson,  Rencher,  Hardin  and  A.  Mann. 

Mr.  Huntsman  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  speaker  said  the  effect  would  be  to  bring  di- 
rectly before  the  house  the  question  on  concurring 
with  the  senate  in  the  amendments  which  had  not 
been  acted  on  by  the  house.  Mr.  Huntsman  with- 
drew the  demand  for  the  previous  question.  Mr. 
Turrill  renewed  it.  And  the  main  question  was 
ordered  now  to  be  taken.  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  asked  for  a division  of  the  question,  so  as 
to  take  the  question  separately  on  the  4th  section 
above  referred  to;  which  was  ordered.  And  the 
question  being  taken  on  concurring  in  the  remain- 
der of  the  amendment  of  the  senate,  as  amended 
by  the  house,  the  same  was  concurred  in.  And 
the  question  on  concurrence  in  the  amendment  of 
the  senate  in  the  4th  section,  as  amended,  was  taken 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  100,  nays  83. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifica- 
tions and  for  other  purposes,  for  the  year  1837; 
which  said  bill  had  been  returned  from  the  senate 
with  a message  that  that  body  insisted  on  its  amend- 
ment, by  which  the  amendment  of  this  house,  pro- 
viding for  the  distribution  of  such  surplus  revenue 
as  might  remain  in  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  reserving  five 
millions  of  dollars  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
act  to  regulate  the  public  deposites,  approved  June 
23, 1836,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Bell,  after  a few  introductory  remarks,  urg- 
ing the  propriety  and  necessity  of  the  motion  he 
was  about  to  make,  moved  that  the  house  insist  on 
its  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  senate, 
and  aslced  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion: 
which  was  ordered 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Haynes,  in  vindi- 
cation of  the  course  of  the  senate  in  relation  to  this 
bill,  Mr.  Huntsman  demanded  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded  by  the  house.  And  the  main 
question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken.  Mr.  Bell, 
by  leave,  explained  to  the  house  that  the  motion 
made  by  him  was  the  mildest  and  most  respectful 
course  that  could  be  taken  to  the  other  body. 

And  the  main  question  was  then  taken,  and  de- 
cided as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H. 
Allen,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs, 
Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell, 
Carter,  Casey,  George  Chambers,  John  Chambers, 
Childs,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin, 
Crane,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Deberry, 
Denny,  Elinore,  Evans,  Everett,  Fowler,  French, 
Graham,  Granger,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Har- 
din, Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hazletine,  Hiester, 
Herod,  Hour,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Hunt,  Ingersoll, 
W.  Jackson,  Janes,  H.  Johnson,  Kennon,  Kilgore, 
Lane,  Lawrence,  Lay,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Lin- 
coln, Love,  Lyon,  J.  Mann,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May, 
McCarty,  McComis,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan, 
Montgomery,  Morris,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pettigrew, 
Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  J;  Rey- 
nolds, Richardson,  Robertson,  Russell,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Sloane, 
Spangler,  Standeler,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro, 
Waddv  Thompson,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Washing- 
ton, White,  E.  Wlittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  S. 
Williams — 106. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale, 
Bean,  Black,  Bovee,  Eoyd,  Burns,  Cambreleng, 
Chapman,  Chapin,  Ciaig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Dou- 
bleday, Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fry, 
Fuller,  Galbraith,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Gholson, 
Glascock,  Haley,  Haner,  Hannegan,  A.  G.  Harri- 


son, Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley, 
Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jarvis,  Jos.  John- 
son, C.  Johnson.  John  W.  Jones,  Klingensmitb, 
Lansing,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Leo- 
nard, Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  A.  Mann,  Martin,  W. 
Mason,  M.  Mason,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKirn, 
McLene,  Miller,  Muhlenberg,  Pa-ye,  Parks,  Patter- 
son, Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  D.  T.  Pearce,  Phelps,. 
Pinckney,  Jos.  Reynolds,  Rogers,  Scheuck,  Sey- 
mour, Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Thos.  T.  Whittlesey,  Yell— 88. 

So  the  house  insisted  on  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendment  of  the  senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sutherland,  the  house  went  in- 
to committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
generally,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  in  the  chair),  and 
took  up  the  bill  to  provide  for  certain  harbors,  and 
for  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  and  at  the  mouths 
of  certain  rivers,  and  for  other  purposes,  for  the 
year  1837.  The  senate’s  amendments  were  con- 
curred in,  and  several  amendments  to  the  amend- 
ments agreed  to,  when  the  bill  was  laid  aside. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  committee  then 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the 
senate,  entitled  “an  act  supplementary  to  an  act  to 
amend  the  judiciary  system  of  the  United  States.” 
Mr.  Robertson  offered,  as  a substitute  for  the  bill, 
the  bill  reported  from  the  senate  at  its  last  session. 
After  some  remarks  were  submitted  by  Mr.  Robert- 
son and  the  speaker,  pending  the  question,  the  hour 
of  3 having  arrived,  the  house  took  a recess  until 
half  past  4 o’clock. 

[For  the  proceedings  of  the  evening  sitting,  see 
the  next  number  of  the  “Register.”] 

POSTSCRIPT. 

The  inauguration  of  the  honorable  Marlin  Van 
Buren  as  president  of  the  United  States,  took 
place  to-day,  at  the  eastern  front  of  the  capitol, 
in  accordance  with  the  forms  prescribed  by  the 
constitution,  and  in  the  presence  of  an  immense 
multitude,  gathered  from  all  quarters  of  the  coun- 
try. 

The  ex-president,-  the  president  elect,  and  the 
chief  justice  of  the  United  States  arrived  at  the 
scene  at  about  12  o’clock — the  two  former  in  a 
beautiful  carriage,  made  from  the  timber  of  the 
frigate  Constitution,  escorted  by  the  Potomac  dra- 
goons and  a volunteer  corps  of  infantry,  and  took 
the  seats  assigned  to  them  by  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangements. 

Previous  to  taking  the  oath  of  office,  the  presi- 
dent elect  delivered  an  inaugural  address;  which 
we  regret  we  cannot  find  room  for  in  the  present 
sheet.  The  oath  prescribed  by  the  constitution  was 
then  administered  to  him  by  the  chief  justice  of  the 
United  States.  On  the  conclusion  of  this  ceremony, 
national  salutes  were  fired  from  the  military  and  na- 
val stations  within  the  city;  after  which  the  presi- 
dent and  ex-president,  attended  by  their  escort,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  executive  mansion,  whither  a vast 
concourse  repaired  to  offer  their  salutations  to  the 
new  president  and  to  take  leave  of  his  predecessor. 

In  the  course  of  the  day  a farewell  address,  from 
the  ex-president  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
was  distributed  in  pamphlet  form — which  with  the 
inaugural  address  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  shall  have  a 
place  in  our  next. 

The  oath  of  office  was  administered  to  the  hon. 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  as  vice  president,  in  the  se- 
nate chamber  of  the  United  States — after  which 
the  new  senators  were  sworn  into  office.  Particu- 
lars in  our  next. 

The  “National  Intelligencer ” thus  speaks  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren’s  inaugural  address: 

We  felt,  of  course,  in  common  with  the,  whole 
community,  no  little  anxiety  to  see  the  inaugural  ad- 
dress of  the  new  president  of  the  U.  States. 
We  have  read  it  with  great  attention.  We  do  not 
mean  to  praise  it.  Much  less  shall  we  undertake  to 
decide  by  its  professions  what  is  to  he  the  character 
of  the  new  administration  of  the  government;  be- 
cause we  know,  by  experience,  of  what  stuff'  pro- 
fessions are  often  made.  But  we  must  in  candor 
say  that  the  address  contains  on  its  face  much  to  ap- 
prove, and  not  much  to  object  to.  The  temper  of  it 
is  particularly  good,  and  its  entire  exemption  from 
invidious  comparisons  and  allusions  is  worthy  of 
all  commendation.  To  us,  occupying  as  it  were 
the  isthmus  between  the  geographical  divisions  of 
this  country,  both  as  to  locality  and  as  to  feeling,  it 
appears  to  us  that,  if  exception  be  taken  to  the  ad- 
dressjt  wjJ.Lmffiiiffy.iiQt  he.from  t^gjiputh,  .ysbose 
good  will  its  language  is  particularly  adapted  to 
cqnciliate.  Whe  trier  beneath  this  smooth  and  glos- 
sy surface  there  be  any  lurking  evils,  time  only  can 
reveal,  as  they  may  in  practice  become  discernible. 
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ffcf-In  the  present  sheet  we  have  concluded  our 
abstracts  of  the  proceedings  of  congress  at  its  recent 
session,  and  published  a list  of  the  acts  passed.  A 
comparison  of  the  latter  with  the  amount  of  business 
which  has  been  before  congress,  will  afford  our  rea- 
ders some  idea  of  the  wreck  which  ensued  at  the  ad- 
journment, and  the  loss  the  public  and  individuals 
have  sustained. 

Much  time  is  wasted  in  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  by  sheer  idleness  and  noisy  declama- 
tion— but  much  more  in  its  progress  by  the  rules  and 
orders  of  the  house,  especially  by  the  “ previous  ques- 
tion.” n as  HisLuuiea  io  save  time,  but  con- 

sumes as  much  in  its  enforcement,  as  the  longest 
winded  orator  would  in  a speech  to  “Buncombe.” 

SCf"The  farewell  address  of  gen.  Jackson  and  the 
inaugural  address  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  are  presented 
to  our  readers.  The  first  will  be  hailed  by  his 
friends  as  another  manifestation  of  his  regard  for  his 
country  and  its  institutions,  and  cherished  as  a le- 
gacy for  their  children;  and  even  received  by  those 
opponents,  who  are  convinced  of  the  honesty  of  his 
purposes,  with  all  possible  toleration.  Time  which 
tests  all  things,  will  try  the  efficacy  and  wisdom  of 
the  measures  which  have  marked  gen.  Jackson’s 
administration,  and  to  that  ordeal  they  are  submitted; 
with  the  sincere  hope  that,  whether  productive  of 
good  or  evil,  the  author  of  them  may  enjoy  that  re- 
pose in  private  life  which  is  due  to  conscious  vir- 
tue and  public  usefulness. 

There  is  something  so  proscriptive  in  party  war- 
fare—that  strife  which,  of  all  others,  engenders  bad 
passions  and  dishonest  arts,  that  we  are  unwilling  to 
acknowledge  the  merits  of  our  political  opponents 
or  confess  their  public  services.  There  is,  however, 
one  character  in  which  all  can  contemplate  the  late 
president  in  his  retirement — that  of  a brave  and  suc- 
cessful warrior,  on  whose  brows  the  laurel  must 
ever  flourish,  even  if  it  is  not  entwined  with  the 
civic  wreath. 

The  inaugural  address  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  dis- 
appointed both  friends  and  foes,  and  induced  the 
hope  that  the  vindictive  strife  which  has  so  long  har- 
rassed  the  country  will  be  followed  by  a more  tole- 
rant policy;  and  that,  while  principles  will  be  ad- 
hered to,  persons  will  be  respected.  It  is  a fair  and 
honest  exposition  of  the  character  and  objects  of  our 
government,  and  if  the  new  administration  is  cha- 
racterised by  the  same  general  policy,  it  will  go  far 
to  disarm  opposition.  But  “the  tree  is  judged  by  its 
fruits,”  and  we  will  be  among  the  first  to  rejoice  if 
they  are  not  apples  of  discord. 

General  Jackson  left  Washington  on  Tuesday  last 
for  the  Hermitage  He  travelled  on  the  Washing- 
ton rail  road  to  ihe  point  where  it  intersects  the  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  rail  road,  and  proceeded  thence  to 
Frederick,  Md.  where  his  own  carriage  was  in  wait- 
ing. In  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  he  is  accompanied  by  surgeon  ge- 
neral Lawson  ot  the  United  States  army,  who  will 
attend  him  as  far  as  Wheeling,  Va.  or  to  his  resi- 
dence in  Tennessee,  if  he  deems  it  advisable  to  do 
so. 

Previous  to  the  ex-president’s  departure  from 
Washington,  he  received  many  private  testimonials 
of  respect  and  esteem — and  the  corporate  authorities 
of  Washington  addressed  him  a letter  expressing 
their  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  kindness  he 
manifested  towards  that  metropolis,  and  their  earnest 
hope  that  he  may  enjoy  many  years  of  happiness  in 
private  life. 

The  Washington  “Globe”  says  the  president’s 
health  “has  visibly  mended  since  relieved  from  the 
cares  of  his  late  station;  and  we  have  now  great 
hope  that  his  recovery  will  be  perfect,  and  that  he 
will  enjoy  many  years  of  health  and  happiness  in 
the  midst  of  the  agricultural  occupations  of  which 
he  is  so  fond.  The  mild  and  genial  climate  of 
I ennessee,  on  every  visit,  has  acted  as  a restora- 
tive to  his  constitution,  worn  down  at  Washington 
by  the  fatigues  of  his  sedentary  and  excessively  la- 
borious occupation. 

The  general  exhibited  an  alacrity  and  gayety  of 
spirit,  on  taking  his  departure,  which  he  has  not 
evinced  before,  since  his  sickness.  Relieved  from 
the  cares  of  state,  with  all  his  preparations  made 
tor  his  return  homeward,  he  could  not  but  fee) 
buoyant  and  happy  in  finding  himself  stout  enough 
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to  undertake  his  journey,  with  the  prospect  of  en- 
joying some  years,  with  his  beloved  little  family 
around  him,  at  the  Hermitage.  During  some  part 
of  the  winter,  he  did  not  expect  ever  to  revisit 
Tennessee  hut  as  a corpse.  He  now  felt  that  Pro- 
vidence had  willed  it  otherwise,  and,  so  cheerful 
was  his  spirit,  that  it  could  not  catch  the  melancho- 
ly contagion  of  his  friends  around,  who  were  op- 
pressed with  the  thought  of  parting  with  him.  He 
told  one  merry  story  after  another,  rallied  his 
friends,  and,  on  proposing  a match  to  a bachelor  ot 
his  cabinet,  whose  eyes  were  filled  with  tears,  told 
him  that  it  was  his  habit  to  take  care  of  his  friends. 

What  he  said  as  a joke,  one  at  least  ot  those 
present  will  ever  remember  with  filial  gratitude  as 
a truth.” 

Mr.  Speaker  Polk  and  major Donelson  (who  came 
to  Washington  to  accompany  his  uncle,  general 
Jackson,  on  his  return),  left  the  city  in  the  yester- 
day’s (Wednesday’s)  cars,  and  will  probably  over- 
take the  late  president  at  Frederick.  They  will  at- 
tend him  to  the  Hermitage. 

General  Jackson  was  conveyed  by  the  president 
in  his  carriage,  to  the  place  where  he  entered  the 
public  conveyance  on  the  rail  road;  on  which,  for 
the  sake  of  ease  and  comfort,  he  will  travel  until  he 
reaches  his  private  carriage,  which  awaits  him 
where  the  rail  road  connects  with  the  Macadamiz- 
ed national  road.  The  president  took  a most  af- 
fectionate leave  of  the  general,  and  gave  him  a 
promise,  we  understand  to  visit  him,  some  time 
during  the  summer  of  the  next  year,  at  the  Her- 
mitage. The  cabinet  also  attended  the  late  pre- 
sident to  the  place  of  embarcation. 

General  Jackson  remained  at  the  presidential 
mansion  until  he  left  this  city.  The  president  oc- 
cupied his  private  residence,  and  discharged  his 
duties  at  that  place.  Gen.  Jackson  dined  with  him 
on  the  day  of  the  inauguration. 

The  members  of  the  house  of  representatives 
have,  for  the  most  part,  left  the  city;  a few  only 
remain,  attending  to  the  business  of  their  constitu- 
ents in  the  departments. 

The  senate  remains  in  session,  passing  upon  the 
new  nominations  submitted  to  it.  Theresults  of  its 
action  will  reach  the  public  through  our  columns.  It 
will  adjourn  probably  to-day.  [Globe  of  Thursday. 

Ocf=The  reasons  of  president  Jackson  for  not  act- 
ing definitively  on  the  bill  entitled  “an  act  designat- 
ing and  limiting  the  funds  receivable  for  the  reve- 
nues of  the  United  States”  (to  repeal  the  treasury 
circular),  with  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general 
thereon,  are  published  in  subsequent  pages.  They 
were  not  addressed  to  the  senate,  in  which  the  bill 
originated,  but  appeared  in  the  official  paper  at 
Washington. 

Some  persons  have  supposed  that  the  new  pre- 
sident has  control  of  the  bill — and  that  if  he  does 
not  return  it  to  the  senate  within  ten  days  from  the 
period  it  was  received  by  his  predecessor,  it  will 
become  a law.  But  the  fallacy  of  this  opinion  will 
be  seen  by  reference  to  the  second  clause  of  the 
7th  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution. 
It  is  under  that  article  entirely  removed  from  all 
legislative  or  executive  control,  and  the  only  way 
in  which  the  object  which  it  was  designed  to  be 
accomplish  can  be  effected,  is  through  an  original 
order  from  the  president  addressed  to  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury. 

Extra  session  of  the  senate.  We  have  in 
another  page,  noticed  the  organization,  &c.  of  the 
new  senate.  It  has  been  chiefly  engaged  in  execu- 
tive business,  and  has  confirmed  the  following  among 
other  nominations  made  to  it. 

Joel  R.  Poinselt,  of  South  Carolina,  to  be  secretary 
of  war.* 

George  M.  Dallas,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the 
court  of  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  all  the  Russias. 

Henry  Wheaton  to  be  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  his  majesty 
the  king  of  Prussia. 

*The  nomination  of  Benj.  F.  Butler,  to  be  secre- 
tary of  war,  until  a successor  duly  appointed  should 
accept  and  enter  on  the  duties  of  vhe  office  was  pre- 
viously made  and  confirmed. 


William  H.  Haywood  of  North  Carolina,  to  be 
charge  d’afl'airs  to  the  king  of  Belgium. 

Alcee  la  Branche,  of  Louisiana,  to  be  charge  d’af- 
fairs  to  the  republic  of  Texas. 

William  W.  Chew,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  secre- 
tary of  the  legation  of  the  United  States  to  the  court 
of  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  all  the  Russias. 

Heman  Lowry  to  be  marshal  for  the  district  of 
Vermont. 

Abraham  Van  Buren  to  be  secretary  under  the  6th 
section  of  the  act  to  reorganize  the  general  land  of- 
fice, approved  the  4th  day  of  July,  1836. 

John  Bell  to  be  surveyor  of  public  lands  acquired 
by  the  treaty  with  the  Chickasaw  Indians. 

Consuls.  David  Rogers  at  St.  Croix;  Payton  Gay 
at  Campeachy. 

The  new  cabinet.  The  “Intelligencer”  pre- 
sumes from  the  fact  of  only  one  new  cabinet  minis- 
ter having  been  nominated  to  the  senate,  that  the 
cabinet  will  remain,  with  that  exception,  as  consti- 
tuted under  the  last  administration,  viz: 

John  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state. 

Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

J.  R.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war. 

M.  Dickerson,  secretary  of  the  navy. 

B.  F.  Butler  attorney  general. 

Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the 
government  stock.  We  publish  in  the  present 
sheet  the  memorial  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
to  congress  on  the  subject  of  the  government  stock, 
and  the  reply  thereto  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, in  a letter  addressed  to  the  honorable  Silas 
Wright,  jr,  of  the  senate,  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  finance.  As  soon  as  space  can  be  found  for  it, 
we  will  publish  the  report  of  the  government  com- 
missioners, Messrs.  H.  D.  Gilpin  and  John  White, 
giving  the  result  of  their  negotiation  with  the  bank. 

The  following  is  the  resolution  passed  at  the  late 
session,  and  approved  by  the  president,  directing 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  accept  the  terms 
proposed  by  the  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  under  their  Pennsylvania  charter,  in  settle- 
ment for  the  stock,  &c. 

“Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury be  directed  to  accept  the  terms  of  settlement 
proposed  by  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
United  States  under  the  Pennsylvania  charter  in 
their  memorial  to  congress,  presented  at  the  present 
session,  for  the  payment  to  the  United  States  of  the 
capital  stock  owned  by  them  in  the  late  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  final  adjustment  and  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  connected  with  or  arising  out  of 
the  same,  and  to  take  such  obligations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  several  instalments  in  said  proposed 
terms  of  settlement  mentioned  as  he  may  think 
proper:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  prejudice  or  affect  in  anyway  the  question  be- 
tween the  general  government  of  the  United  States 
and  the  bank  of  the  United  States  respecting  the 
claim  for  damages  on  account  of  the  protest  of  the 
bill  of  exchange  drawn  on  the  French  government , 

Florida.  In  the  present  sheet  we  have  pub- 
lished several  official  accounts  of  recent  skirmishes 
with  the  Indians;  but  we  regret  to  state  that  the 
hopes  which  they  hold  out  of  a speedy  termination 
of  hostilities  had  not,  at  the  last  dates,  been  realiz- 
ed. By  accounts  from  Jacksonville,  via  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.  general  Jesup  was  still  at  Dade’s  battle 
ground;  the  chiefs  had  not  returned  as  they  agreed 
to  do,  and  the  Indians  had  not  held  a talk.  The 
chiefs  are  said  to  be  willing  to  give  up,  but  the 
young  men,  who  have  plenty  of  ammunition,  are 
unwilling  to  do  so. 

It  is  also  stated,  that  400  Indians  warriors  of  Phi- 
lip’s gang  were  concentrated  nearPilatkakahah,  and 
that  there  was  a large  number  of  Indians  near  Mus- 
quito.  In  consequence  of  these  warlike  movements, 
general  Jesup  had  sent  to  Garey’s  ferry  for  400 
horses,  and  was  about  to  renew  the  campaign. — 
Nearly  one  hundred  Indians  had  been  in  his  camp, 
and  Abraham  and  others  were  allowed  free  egress 
and  ingress. 

A report  prevails  among  the  Indians  that  general 
Jesup  in  holding  out  the  offer  of  a talk,  intends  to 
get  them,  handcuff  them,  and  ship  them  off,  and 
this  has  prevented  their  attending.  Many  of  them 
I are  now  going  south  with  their  families, 
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From,  the  Washington  Globe. 

All  the  encomitants  which  attended  the  inaugu- 
ration were  in  happy  keeping  with  the  principal 
and  attracting  objects.  A lovely  day  of  brightest 
eunshine  gladdened  every  heart — a soft  spring 
enow,  which  had  fallen  two  days  before,  lost,  in  the 
warm  day,  its  touch  of  water,  and,  in  virgin  purity, 
reflected  from  the  surrounding  hills  the  cheering 
light  and  benignity  of  the  heavens — the  paved 
avenue,  of  more  than  a mile  in  extent,  was  throng- 
ed with  citizens  from  every  quarter  of  the  union, 
all  dressed  in  holiday  suits,  and  cheering  each 
other  with  eager  salutations.  At  twelve  o’clock 
the  late  venerable  chief  magistrate,  with  his  suc- 
cessor by  his  side,  took  his  seat  in  the  beautiful 
phaeton  built  of  the  wood  of  the  frigate  Constitu- 
tion, and  lately  presented  to  him  by  the  democracy 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  preceded  by  a splen- 
did escort  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  a fine  band 
of  martial  music,  proceeded  to  the  capitol,  through 
the  Pennsylvania  avenue.  An  immense  crowd  filled 
the  square  on  the  east  front  of  the  capitol. 

An  opening  was  readily  made  for  the  late  and 
present  president,  and  the  family  of  the  former  and 
of  chief  justice  Taney,  (who  are  at  present  inmates 
of  the  president’s  mansion),  and,  under  the  conduct 
of  Messrs.  Grundy,  Parker  and  Tallmadge,  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  senate,  they  proceeded 
to  the  senate  chamber.  On  ascending  the  steps  of 
the  eastern  portico,  cheers  of  unanimous  greeting 
rose  from  the  surrounding  people,  and  were  repeat- 
ed with  an  affecting  emphasis,  when  the  whitened 
head  of  the  toil-worn  general  was  seen,  for  the  first 
time  since  his  sickness,  and  probably  for  the  last 
time,  rising  above  the  rest,  as  he  ascended  the  por- 
tico of  the  capitol.  After  reaching  the  senate,  the 
procession  was  formed  as  set  down  in  the  published 
arrangements;  and  president  Van  Buren,  attended 
by  his  predecessor,  the  members  of  the  senate,  of 
the  cabinet,  and  of  the  diplomatic  corps  of  foreign 
nations,  led  the  way  to  the  rostrum  erected  on  the 
ascent  to  the  eastern  portico.  He  then  delivered 
his  inaugural  address  in  clear  and  impressive  tones, 
and  in  an  easy  and  eloquent  manner.  At  the  close 
of  it,  the  oath  of  office  was  administered  by  chief 
justice  Taney. 

There  never  was  a more  sublime  spectacle  pre- 
sented to  the  reflecting  mind,  than  was  exhibited 
in  the  fixed  attention,  tlie  perfect  order  and  quiet, 
which  held  the  immense  auditory  in  view  of  the 
rostrum  as  still  as  the  sea  in  a perfect  calm.  No- 
thing disturbed  the  profound  interest  which  those 
within  the  reach  of  the  speaker’s  voice  gave  to  the 
address.  Those  beyond  it,  stood  with  a steady 
aze  on  the  objects  elevated  by  the  public  confi- 
ence  to  the  high  station  which  the  one  was  about 
to  abandon,  ana  the  other  to  enter  upon.  So  ab- 
sorbing and  riveting  was  the  sense  of  the  immedi- 
ate transaction,  that  many,  we  are  told,  did  not 
even  hear  the  peals  of  the  cannon  firing  at  the 
time  a federal  salute  at  the  navy  yard,  though  it  re- 
verberated in  the  surrounding  hills  like  sounds  of 
distant  thunder.  How  beautifully  this  fact  illus- 
trates the  feeling  of  our  countrymen.  The  maxim 
that  “inter  arma  leges  silent”  has  its  counterpart 
strikingly  displayed  on  the  late  occasion.  While 
the  organ  of  our  civil  institutions  spoke  in  the  gen- 
tlest tones,  and  was  listened  to  with  rapt  attention, 
the  thunder  of  the  cannon  which  speaks  the  prowess 
of  our  country  abroad,  rolled  over  the  capitol  and 
was  unheard. 

ARRANGEMENT 

Prepared  by  the  committee  of  the  senate. 

The  senate  will  convene  on  the  4th  of  March,  at 
ten  o’clock,  when  the  oath  will  be  administered  to 
the  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
the  new  members  of  the  senate. 

I.  At  a quarter  before  twelve,  the  president  elect 
and  ex-president  will  arrive  at  the  capitol,  and  be 
met  on  the  eastern  portico  by  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangements, and  conducted  into  the  senate  cham- 
ber, attended  by  the  heads  of  departments  and  the 
chief  justice  of  the  United  States,  for  whom  seats 
will  be  provided  in  front  of  the  president’s  chair. 
On  the  entrance  of  the  president  elect  and  ex-presi- 
dent, the  senate  will  rise. 

Seats  will  be  provided  for  the  president  elect  and 
ex-president  in  front  of  the  chair,  and  for  the  chief 
justice  and  heads  of  departments  on  the  right,  and 
for  the  foreign  ministers  and  charges,  and  the 
mayor  and  councils  of  the  city  of  Washington,  on 
the  left  of  the  chair. 

II.  At  twelve  o’clock  the  senate  will  proceed  to 
the  eastern  portico  of  the  capitol  in  the  following 
order: 

1.  Marshal  of  the  District  and  sergeant-at-arms 
of  the  senate,  in  front. 

2.  Committee  of  arrangements. 

8.  President  elect  and  ex-president. 


4.  Chief  justice. 

5.  The  vice  president  and  secretary  of  the  senate. 

6.  The  members  of  the  senate. 

7.  The  heads  of  departments. 

8.  The  ministers  and  charges  of  foreign  nations. 

9.  The  mayor  and  councils  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington. 

III.  On  reaching  the  front  of  the  portico,  the 
president  elect  and  the  ex-president  will  take  the 
seats  provided  for  them. 

IV.  The  committee  of  arrangements  and  chief 
justice  will  occupy  a position  immediately  west  of 
the  president. 

- V.  The  vice  president,  the  secretary,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  senate,  will  occupy  the  front  of  the 
portico  on  the  right;  and  the  late  speaker,  the  clerk, 
and  late  members  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
on  the  left  of  the  president. 

VI.  The  heads  of  departments,  and  ministers 
and  charges  of  foreign  nations,  will  occupy  a posi- 
tion on  the  portico  west  of  the  president  and  next 
to  the  committee. 

VII.  The  ladies,  and  ouch  persons  as,  by  the 
rules  of  the  two  houses,  are  entitled  to  admission 
on  the  floor  of  their  halls,  and  civil,  military  and 
naval  officers,  will  occupy  the  residue  of  the  porti- 
co. 

VIII.  The  steps  in  front  of  the  portico  will,  as 
far  as  required,  be  occupied  by  ladies  and  gentle- 
men accompanying  them;  and  citizens  and  strang- 
ers will  occupy  the  remainder  of  the  steps  and  the 
area  in  front  of  the  portico. 

IX.  The  marshal  of  the  District  and  sergeant-at- 
arms  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  will 
see  that  these  arrangements  be  observed,  and  are 
charged  with  the  preservation  of  order. 

X.  After  the  address  is  delivered,  the  oath  will 
be  administered  to  the  president  by  the.  chief  justice; 
and  the  vice  president,  secretary  and  members  of 
the  senate,  preceded  by  their  sergeant-at-arms, 
will  return  to  the  senate  chamber. 

Accordingly,  before  proceeding  to  take  the  oath 
of  office,  the  president  elect  delivered  to  the  as- 
sembled multitude  the  following 

ADDRESS. 

Fellow  citizens:  The  practice  of  all  my  predeces- 
sors imposes  on  me  an  obligation  I cheerfully  ful- 
fil, to  accompany  the  first  and  solemn  act  of  my  pub- 
lic trust  with  an  avowal  of  the  principles  that  will 
guide  me  in  performing  it,  and  an  expression  of  my 
feelings  on  assuming  a charge  so  responsible  and 
vast.  In  imitating  their  example,  I tread  in  the 
footsteps  of  illustrious  men,  whose  superiors,  it  is 
our  happiness  to  believe,  are  not  found  on  the  ex- 
ecutive calendar  of  any  country.  Among  them, 
we  recognise  the  earliest  and  firmest  pillars  of  the 
republic;  those  by  whom  our  national  indepen- 
dence was  first  declared;  him  who,  above  all  others, 
contributed  to  establish  it  on  the  field  of  battle;  and 
those  whose  expanded  intellect  and  patriotism  con- 
structed, improved  and  perfected  the  inestimable 
institutions  under  which  we  live.  If  such  men,  in 
the  position  I now  occupy,  felt  themselves  over- 
whelmed by  a sense  of  gratitude  for  this,  the  high- 
est of  all  marks  of  their  country’s  confidence,  and 
by  a consciousness  of  their  inability  adequately  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  an  office  so  difficult  and  ex- 
alted, how  much  more  must  these  considerations 
affect  one,  who  can  rely  on  no  such  claims  for  fa- 
vor or  forbearance.  Unlike  all  who  have  preceded 
me,  the  revolution,  that  gave  us  existence  ax  one 
people,  was  achieved  at  the  period  of  my  birth; 
and,  whilst  I contemplate  with  grateful  reverence 
that  memorable  event,  I feel  that  I belong  to  a later 
age,  and  that  I may  not  expect  my  countrymen  to 
weigh  my  actions  with  the  same  kind  and  partial 
hand. 

So  sensibly,  fellow  citizens,  do  these  circum- 
stances press  themselves  upon  me,  that  I should 
not  dare  to  enter  upon  my  path  of  duty,  did  I not 
look  for  the  generous  aid  of  those  who  will  be  as- 
sociated with  me  in  the  various  and  co-ordinate 
branches  of  the  government;  did  I not  repose,  with 
unwavering  reliance,  on  the  patriotism,  the  intelli- 
gence and  the  kindness,  of  a people  who  never  yet 
deserted  a public  servant  honestly  laboring  in  their 
cause;  and,  above  all,  did  I not  permit  myself  hum- 
bly to  hope  for  the  sustaining  support  of  an  ever 
watchful  and  beneficent  Providence. 

To  the  confidence  and  consolation  derived  from 
these  sources,  it  would  be  ungrateful  not  to  add 
those  which  spring  from  our  present  fortunate  con- 
dition. Though  not  altogether  exempt  from  em- 
barrassments that  disturb  our  tranquillity  at  home 
and  threaten  it  abroad,  yet,  in  all  the  attributes  of 
a great,  happy  and  flourishing  people,  we  stand 
without  a parallel  in  the  world.  Abroad,  we  enjoy 
the  respect,  and,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  the 
friendship  of  every  nation;  at  home,  while  our  go- 
vernment quietly,  but  efficiently,  performs  the  sole 


legitimate  end  of  political  institutions,  in  doing  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,  we  present 
an  aggregate  of  human  prosperity  surely  not  else- 
where to  be  found. 

How  imperious,  then,  is  the  obligation  imposed 
upon  every  citizen,  in  his  own  sphere  of  action, 
whether  limited  or  extended,  to  exert  himself  in 
perpetuating  a condition  of  things  so  singularly 
happy.  All  the  lessons  of  history  and  experience 
must  be  lost  upon  us,  if  we  are  content  to  trust 
alone  to  the  peculiar  advantages  we  happen  to  pos- 
sess. Position  and  climate,  and  the  bounteous  re- 
sources that  nature  has  scattered  with  so  liberal  a 
hand — even  the  diffused  intelligence  and  elevated 
character  of  our  people — will  avail  us  nothing,  if 
we  fail  sacredly  to  uphold  those  political  institutions 
that  were  wisely  and  deliberately  formed,  with  re- 
ference to  every  circumstance  that  could  preserve, 
or  might  endanger,  the  blessings  we  enjoy.  The 
thoughtful  framers  of  our  constitution  legislated  for 
our  country  as  they  found  it.  Looking  upon  it 
with  the  eyes  of  statesmen  and  of  patriots,  they  saw 
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but  they  saw  also  that  various  habits,  opinions  and 
institutions,  peculiar  to  the  various  portions  of  so 
vast  a region,  were  deeply  fixed.  Distinct  sove- 
reignties were  in  actual  existence,  whose  cordial 
union  was  essential  to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of 
all.  Between  many  of  them  there  was,  at  least  to 
some  extent,  a real  diversity  of  interests,  liable  to 
be  exaggerated  through  sinister  designs;  they  dif- 
fered in  size,  in  population,  in  wealth,  and  in  ac- 
tual and  prospective  resources  and  power;  they 
varied  in  the  character  of  their  industry  and  staple 
productions;  and  in  some  existed  domestic  institu- 
tions, which,  unwisely  disturbed,  might  endanger 
the  harmony  of  the  whole.  Most  carefully  were 
all  these  circumstances  weighed,  and  the  founda- 
tions of  the  new  government  laid  upon  principles 
of  reciprocal  concession  and  equitable  compromise. 
The  jealousies  which  the  smaller  states  might  en- 
tertain of  the  pow'er  of  the  rest  were  allayed  by  a 
rule  of  representation,  confessedly  unequal  at  the 
time,  and  designed  forever  to  remain  so.  A natural 
fear  that  the  broad  scope  of  general  legislation 
might  bear  upon  and  unwisely  control  particular 
interests,  was  counteracted  by  limits  strictly  drawn 
around  the  action  of  the  federal  authority;  and  to 
the  people  and  the  states  was  left  unimpaired  their 
sovereign  power  over  the  innumerable  subjects 
embraced  in  the  internal  government  of  a just  re- 
public, excepting  such  only  as  necessarily  apper- 
tain to  the  concerns  of  the  whole  confederacy,  or 
its  intercourse,  as  a united  community,  with  the 
other  nations  of  the  world. 

This  provident  forecast  has  been  verified  by 
time.  Half  a century,  teeming  with  extraordinary 
events,  and  elsewhere  producing  astonishing  re- 
sults, has  passed  along;  but  on  our  institutions  it 
has  left  no  injurious  mark.  From  a small  commu- 
nity, we  have  risen  to  a people  powerful  in  num- 
bers and  in  strength;  but  with  our  increase  has 
gone,  hand  in  hand,  the  progress  of  just  principles; 
the  privileges,  civil  and  religious,  of  the  humblest 
individual  are  still  sacredly  protected  at  home;  and, 
while  the  valor  and  fortitude  of  our  people  have  re- 
moved far  from  us  the  slightest  apprehension  of  fo- 
reign power,  they  have  not  yet  induced  us,  in  a 
single  instance,  to  forget  what  is  right.  Our  com- 
merce has  been  extended  to  the  remotest  nations: 
the  value,  and  even  nature,  of  our  productions  has 
been  greatly  changed;  a wide  difference  has  arisen 
in  the  relative  wealth  and  resources  of  every  por- 
tion of  our  country;  yet  the  spirit  of  mutual  regard 
and  of  faithful  adherence  to  existing  compacts,  has 
continued  to  prevail  in  our  councils,  and  never  long 
been  absent  from  our  conduct.  We  have  learned 
by  experience  a fruitful  lesson:  that  an  implicit  and 
undeviating  adherence  to  the  principles  on  which 
we  set  out  can  carry  us  prosperously  onward 
through  all  the  conflicts  of  circumstances,  and  the 
vicissitudes  inseparable  from  the  lapse  of  years. 

The  success  that  has  thus  attended  our  great  ex- 
periment, is,  in  itself,  a sufficient  cause  for  gratitude, 
on  account  of  the  happiness  it  has  actually  confer- 
red, and  the  example  it  has  unanswerably  given. — 
But  to  me,  my  fellow  citizens,  looking  forward  to  the 
far-distant  future,  with  ardent  prayers  and  confiding 
hopes,  this  retrospect  presents  aground  forstilldeep- 
er  delight.  It  impresses  on  my  mind  a firm  belief 
that  the  perpetuity  of  our  institutions  depends  upon 
ourselves;  that,  if  we  maintain  the  principles  on 
which  they  were  established,  they  are  destined  to 
confer  their  benefits  on  countless  generations  yet  to 
come,  and  that  America  will  present  to  every  friend 
of  mankind  the  cheering  proof,  that  a popular  go- 
vernment, wisely  formed,  is  wanting  in  no  element 
of  endurance  or  strength.  Fifty  years  ago,  its  rapid 
failure  was  boldly  predicted.  Latent  and  uncontrol- 
lable causes  of  dissolution  were  supposed  to  exist, 
even  by  the  wise  and  good;  and  not  only  did  un- 
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friendly  or  speculative  theorists  anticipate  for  us  the 
fate  of  past  republics,  but  the  fears  of  many  an  ho- 
nest patriot  overbalanced  his  sanguine  hopes.  Look 
back  on  these  forebodings,  not  hastily,  but  relunc- 
tantly  made,  and  see  how,  in  every  instance,  they 
have  completely  failed. 

An  imperfect  experience,  during  the  struggles  of 
the  revolution,  was  supposed  to  warrant  a belief  that 
the  people  would  not  bear  the  taxation  requisite  to 
discharge  an  immense  public  debt  already  incurred, 
and  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment. The  cost  of  two  wars  has  been  paid,  not  only 
without  a murmur,  but  with  unequalled  alacrity. — 
No  one  is  now  left  to  doubt  that  every  burden  will 
be  cheerfully  borne  that  may  be  necessary  to  sustain 
our  civil  institutions,  or  guard  our  honor  or  our  wel- 
fare. Indeed,  all  experience  has  shown  that  the 
willingness  of  the  people  to  contribute  to  these  ends 
in  cases  of  emergency,  has  uniformly  outrun  the  con- 
fidence of  their  representatives. 

In  the  early  stages  of  the  new  government,  when 
all  felt  the  imposing  influence,  as  they  recognized 
(■|1P  unt^uallea  services  or  tile  first  president,  it  was 
a common  sentiment,  that  the  great  weight  of  his 
character  could  alone  bind  the  discordant  materials 
of  our  government  together,  and  save  us  from  the 
violence  of  contending  factions.  Since  his  death, 
nearly  forty  years  are  gone.  Party  exasperation  has 
been  often  carried  to  its  highest  point;  the  virtue  and 
the  fortitude  of  the  people  have  sometimes  been 
greatly  tried;  yet  our  system,  purified  and  enhanced 
in  value  by  all  it  has  encountered,  still  preserves  its 
spirit  of  free  and  fearless  discussion,  blended  with 
unimpaired  fraternal  feeling. 

The  capacity  of  the  people  for  self-government, 
and  their  willingness,  from  a high  sense  of  duty,  and 
without  those  exhibitions  of  coercive  power  so  ge- 
nerally employed  in  other  countries,  to  submit  to  all 
needful  restraints  and  exactions  of  the  municipal 
law,  have  also  been  favorably  exemplified  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  American  states.  Occasionally,  it  is 
true,  the  ardor  of  public  sentiment,  outrunning  the 
regular  progress  of  the  judicial  tribunals,  or  seeldng 
to  reach  cases  notdenounccd  as  criminal  by  the  ex- 
isting law,  has  displayed  itself  in  a manner  calculat- 
ed to  give  pain  to  the  friends  of  free  government, 
and  to  encourage  the  hopes  of  those  who  wish  for 
its  overthrow.  These  occurrences,  however,  have 
been  far  less  frequent  in  our  country  than  in  any 
other  of  equal  population  on  the  globe;  and  with  the 
dilfusion  of  intelligence,  it  may  well  be  hoped  that 
they  will  constantly  diminish  in  frequency  and  vio- 
lence. The  generous  patriotism  and  sound  common 
sense  of  the  great  mass  of  our  fellow  citizens,  will 
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assumption  of  illegal  power  not  only  wounds  the 
majesty  of  the  law,  but  furnishes  a pretext  for 
abridging  the  liberties  of  the  people,  the  latter  have 
the  mostdirect  and  permanent  interest  inpreserving 
the  great  land  marks  of  social  order,  and  maintain- 
ing, on  all  occasions,  the  inviolability  of  those  con- 
stitutional and  legal  provisions  which  they  them- 
selves have  made. 

In  a supposed  unfitness  of  our  institutions  for  those 
hostile  emergencies,  which  no  country  can  always 
avoid,  their  friends  found  a fruitful  source  of  appre- 
hension, their  enemies  of  hope.  While  they  fore- 
saw less  promptness  of  action  than  in  governments 
differently  formed,  they  overlooked  tile  far  more  im- 
portant consideration  that,  with  us,  war  could  never 
be  the  result  of  individual  or  irresponsible  will,  but 
must  be  a measure  of  redress  for  injuries  sustained, 
voluntarily  resorted  to  by  those  who  were  to  bear  the 
necessary  sacrifice,  who  would  consequently  feel  an 
individual  interest  in  the  contest,  and  whose  energy 
would  be  commensurate  with  the  difficulties  to  be 
encountered.  Actual  events  have  proved  their  error; 
the  last  war,  far  from  impairing,  gave  new  confi- 
dence to  our  government;  and  amid  recent  appre- 
hensions of  a similar  conflict,  we  saw  that  the  ener- 
gies of  our  country  would  not  be  wanting  in  ample 
season  to  vindicate  its  rights.  We  may  not  possess, 
as  we  should  not  desire  to  possess,  the  extended  and 
ever  ready  military  organization  of  other  nations; 
we  may  occasionally  suffer  in  the  outset  for  the  want 
of  it;  but,  among  ourselves,  all  doubt  upon  this  great 
point  has  ceased,  while  a salutary  experience  will 
prevent  a contrary  opinion  from  inviting  aggression 
from  abroad. 

Certain  danger  was  foretold  from  the  extension  of 
our  territory,  the  multiplication  of  states,  and  the  in- 
crease of  population.  Our  system  was  supposed  to 
be  adapted  only  to  boundaries  comparatively  narrow. 
These  have  been  widened  beyond  conjecture;  the 
members  of  our  confederacy  are  already  doubled; 
and  the  members  of  our  people  are  incredibly  aug- 
mented. The  alleged  causes  of  danger  have  long 
surpassed  anticipation,  but  none  of  the  consequences 
have  followed.  The  power  and  influence  of  the  re- 
public have  risen  to  a height  obvious  to  all  mankind; 
respect  for  its  authority  was  not  more  apparent  at 


its  ancient,  than  it  is  at  its  present  limits;  new  and 
inexhaustible  sources  of  general  prosperity  have  been 
opened;  the  effects  of  distance  have  been  averted  by 
the  inventive  genius  of  our  people,  developed  and 
fostered  by  the  spirit  of  our  institutions;  and  the  en- 
larged variety  and  amount  of  interests,  productions, 
and  pursuits,  have  strengthened  the  chain  of  mutual 
dependance,  and  formed  a circle  of  mutual  benefits, 
too  apparent  ever  to  be  overlooked. 

In  justly  balancing  the  powers  of  the  federal  and 
state  authorities,  difficulties  nearly  insurmountable 
arose  at  the  outset,  and  subsequent  collisions  were 
deemed  inevitable.  Amid  these,  it  was  scarcely  be- 
lieved possible  that  a scheme  of  government,  so 
complex  in  construction,  could  remain  uninjured. — 
From  time  to  time  embarrassments  have  certainly 
occurred;  but  how  just  is  the  confidence  of  future 
safety  imparted  by  the  knowledge  that  each  in  suc- 
cession has  been  happily  removed.  Overlooking 
partial  and  temporary  evils  as  inseparable  from  the 
practical  operation  of  all  human  institutions,  and 
looking  only  to  the  general  result,  every  patriot  has 
reason  xo  be  satisfied.  While  the  federal  govern- 
ment has  successfully  performed  its  appropriate 
functions  in  relation  to  foreign  affairs,  and  concerns 
evidently  national,  that  of  every  state  has  remarka- 
bly improved  in  protecting  and  developing  local  in- 
terests and  individual  welfare;  and  if  the  vibrations 
of  authority  have  occasionally  tended  too  much  to- 
wards one  or  the  other,  it  is  unquestionably  certain 
that  the  ultimate  operation  of  the  entire  system  has 
been  to  strengthen  all  the  existing  institutions,  and 
to  elevate  our  whole  country  in  prosperity  and  re- 
nown. 

The  last,  perhaps  the  greatest,  of  the  prominent 
sources  of  discord  and  disaster  supposed  to  lurk  in 
our  political  condition,  was  the  institution  of  domes- 
tic slavery.  Our  forefathers  were  deeply  impressed 
with  the  delicacy  of  this  subject,  and  they  treated  it 
with  a forbearance  so  evidently  wise,  that,  in  spite 
of  every  sinister  foreboding,  it  never,  until  the  pre- 
sent period,  disturbed  the  tranquillity  of  our  common 
country.  Such  a resultis  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
justice  and  the  patriotism  of  their  course;  it  is  evi- 
dence not  to  be  mistaken,  that  an  adherence  to  it 
can  prevent  all  embarrassment  from  this,  as  well  as 
from  every  other  anticipated  cause  of  difficulty  or 
danger.  Have  not  recent  events  made  it  obvious  to 
the  slightest  reflection,  that  the  least  deviation  from 
this  spirit  of  forbearance  is  injurious  to  every  inte- 
rest, that  of  humanity  included?  Amidst  the  vio- 
lence of  excited  passions,  this  generonsand  fraternal 
feeling  has  been  sometimes  disregarded;  and,  stand- 
ing as  I now  do  before  my  countrymen  in  this  high 
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anxiously  invoking  my  fellow  citizens  never  to  be 
deaf  to  its  dictates.  Perceiving,  before  my  election, 
the  deep  interest  this  subject  was  beginning  to  ex- 
cite, I believed  it  a solemn  duty  fully  to  make  known 
my  sentiments  in  regard  to  it;  and  now,  when  every 
motive  for  misrepresentations  has  passed  away,  I 
trust  that  they  will  be  candidly  weighed  and  under- 
stood. At  least,  they  will  be  my  standard  of  con- 
duct in  the  path  before  me.  I then  declared  that,  if 
the  desire  of  those  of  my  countrymen  who  were  fa- 
vorable to  my  election  was  gratified,  “I  must  go  into 
the  presidential  chair  the  inflexible  and  uncompro- 
mising opponent  of  every  attempt,  on  the  part  of 
congress,  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, against  the  wishes  of  the  slaveholding  states; 
and  also  with  a determination  equally  decided  to  re- 
sist the  slightest  interference  with  it  in  the  states 
where  it  exists.”  I submitted  also  to  my  fellow 
citizens,  with  fullness  and  frankness,  the'  reasons 
which  led  me  to  this  determination.  The  result  au- 
thorises me  to  believe  that  they  have  been  approved, 
and  are  confided  in,  by  a majority  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  including  those  whom  they  most 
immediately  affect.  It.  now  only  remains  to  add, 
that  no  bill  conflicting  with  these  views  can  ever  re- 
ceive my  constitutional  sanction.  These  opinions 
have  been  adopted  in  the  firm  belief  that  they  are  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  that  actuated  the  venerat- 
ed fathers  of  the  republic,  and  that  succeeding  ex- 
perience has  proved  them  to  be  humane,  patriotic, 
expedient,  honorable  and  just.  If  the  agitation  of 
this  subject  was  intended  to  reach  the  stability  of 
our  institutions,  enough  has  occurred  to  show  that  it 
has  signally  failed;  and  that  in  this,  as  in  every  other 
instance,  the  apprehensions  of  the  timid  and  the 
hopes  of  the  wicked  for  the  destruction  of  our  go- 
vernment, are  again  destined  to  be  disappointed. — 
Here  and  there,  indeed,  scenes  of  dangerous  excite- 
raeet  have  occurred;  terrifyinginstances  of  local  vio- 
lence have  been  witnessed;  and  a reckless  disregard 
of  the  consequences  of  their  conduct  has  exposed  in- 
dividuals to  popular  indignation;  but  neither  masses 
of  the  people,  nor  sections  of  the  country,  have  been 
swerved  from  their  devotion  to  the  bond  of  union, 
and  the  principles  it  has  made  sacred.  It  will  be 
ever  thus.  Such  attempts  at  dangerous  agitation 


may  periodically  return,  but  with  each  the  object 
will  be  better  understood.  That  predominating  af- 
fection for  our  political  system  which  prevails 
throughout  our  territorial  limits;  that  calm  and  en- 
lightened judgment  which  ultimately  governs  our 
people  as  one  vast  body;  will  always  be  at  hand  to 
resist  and  control  every  ellort,  foreign  or  domestic, 
which  aims,  or  would  lead,  to  overthrow  our  insti- 
tutions. 

What  can  be  more  gratifying  than  such  a retro- 
spect as  this!  We  look  back  on  obstacles  avoided, 
and  dangers  overcome;  on  expectations  more  than 
realized,  and  prosperity  perfectly  secured.  To  the 
hopes  of  the  hostile,  the  fears  of  the  timid,  and  the 
doubts  of  the  anxious,  actual  experience  has  given 
the  conclusive  reply.  We  have  seen  time  gradual- 
ly dispel  every  unfavorable  foreboding,  and  our 
constitution  surmount  every  adverse  circumstance, 
dreaded  at  the  outset  as  beyond  control.  Present 
excitement  will,  at  all  times,  magnify  present  dan- 
gers; but  true  philosophy  must  teach  us  that  none 
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overcome;  and  we  ought,  for  we  have  just  reason, 
to  entertain  an  abiding  confidence  in  the  stability  of 
our  institutions,  and  an  entire  conviction  that,  if  ad- 
ministered in  the  true  form,  character  and  spirit  in 
which  they  were  establised,  they  are  abundantly 
adequate  to  preserve  to  us  and  our  children  the  rich 
blessings  already  derived  from  them;  to  make  our 
beloved  land,  for  a thousand  generations,  that  cho- 
sen spot  where  happiness  springs  from  a perfect 
equality  of  political  rights. 

For  myself,  therefore,  I desire  to  declare,  that  the 
principle  that  will  govern  me  in  the  high  duty  to 
which  my  country  calls  me,  is,  a strict  adherence 
to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  constitution,  as  it  was 
designed  by  those  who  framed  it.  Looking  back  to 
it  as  a sacred  instrument  carefully  and  not  easily 
framed;  remembering  that  it  was  throughout  a work 
of  concession  and  compromise;  viewing  it  as  limit- 
ed to  national  objects;  regarding  it  as  leaving  to  the 
people  and  the  states  all  power  not  explicitly  part- 
ed with;  I shall  endeavor  to  preserve,  protect  and 
defend  it,  by  anxiously  referring  to  its  provision  for 
direction  in  every  action.  To  matters  of  domestic 
concernment  which  it  has  intrusted  to  the  federal 
government,  and  to  such  as  relate  to  our  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations,  I shall  zealously  devote  my- 
self; beyond  those  limits  I shall  never  pass. 

To  enter,  on  this  occasion,  into  a further  or  more 
minute  exposition  of  my  views  on  the  various  ques- 
tions of  domestic  policy,  would  be  as  obtrusive  as 
it  is  probably  unexpected.  Before  the  suffrages  of 
ray  countrymen  were  conferred  upon  me,  I submit- 
ted to  mem,  with  great  precision,  my  opinions  on 
all  the  most  prominent  of  these  subjects.  Those 
opinions  I shall  endeavor  to  carry  out  with  my  ut- 
most ability. 

Our  course  of  foreign  policy  has  been  so  uniform 
and  intelligible,  as  to  constitute  a rule  of  executive 
conduct  which  leaves  little  to  my  discretion,  unless, 
indeed,  I were  willing  to  run  counter  to  the  lio-hts 
of  experience,  and  the  known  opinions  of  my  con- 
stituents. We  sedulously  cultivate  the  friendship 
of  all  nations,  as  the  condition  most  compatible  with 
our  welfare,  and  the  principles  of  our  government. 
We  decline  alliances,  as  adverse  to  our  peace.  We 
desire  commercial  relations  on  equal  terms,  beinc 
ever  willing  to  give  a fair  equivalent  for  advantages 
received.  We  endeavor  to  conduct  our  intercourse 
with  openness  and  sincerity;  promptly  avowing  our 
objects,  and  seeking  to  establish  that  mutual  frank- 
ness which  is  as  beneficial  in  the  dealings  of  nations 
as  of  men.  We  have  no  disposition,  and  we  dis- 
claim all  right,  to  meddle  in  disputes,  whether  in- 
ternal or  foreign,  that  may  molest  other  countries- 
regarding  them,  in  their  actual  state,  as  social  com- 
munities, and  preserving  a strict  neutrality  in  all 
their  controversies.  Well  knowing  the  tried  valor 
of  our  people,  and  our  exhauslless  resources,  we 
neither  anticipate  nor  fear  any  designed  aggression; 
and,  in  the  consciousness  of  our  own  just  conduct, 
we  feel  a security  that  we  shall  never  be  called  up- 
on to  exert  our  determination,  never  to  permit  an 
invasion  of  our  rights,  without  punishment  or  re- 
dress. 

In  approaching,  then,  in  the  presence  of  my  as- 
sembled countrymen,  to  make  the  solemn  promise 
that  yet  remains,  and  to  pledge  myself  that  I will 
faithfully  execute  the  office  I am  about  to  fill,  I 
bring  with  me  a settled  purpose  to  maintain  the  in- 
stitutions of  my  country,  which,  I trust,  will  atone 
for  the  errors  I commit. 

In  receiving  from  the  people  the  sacred  trust 
twice  confided  to  my  illustrious  predecessor,  and 
which  he  has  discharged  so  faithfully  and  so  well,  I 
know  that  I cannot  expect  to  perform  the  arduous 
task  with  equal  ability  and  success.  But,  united  as 
I have  been  in  his  counsels,  a daily  witness  of  his 
exclusive  and  unsurpassed  devotion  to  his  country’s 
welfare,  agreeing  with  him  in  sentiments  which  his 
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countrymen  have  warmly  supported,  and  permitted 
to  partake  largely  of  his  confidence,  I may  hope 
that  somewhat  of  the  same  cheering  approbation 
w'ill  be  found  to  attend  upon  my  path.  For  him,  I 
but  express,  with  my  own,  the  wishes  of  all — that 
he  may  yet  long  live  to  enjoy  the  brilliant  evening 
of  his  well-spent  life;  and,  for  myself,  conscious  of 
hut  one  desire,  faithfully  to  serve  my  country,  I 
throw  myself,  without  fear,  on  its  justice  and  its 
kindness.  Beyond  that,  I only  look  to  the  gracious 
protection  of  the  Divine  Being,  whose  strengthen- 
ing support  I humbly  solicit,  and  whom  I fervently 
pray  to  look  down  upon  us  all.  May  it  be  among 
the  dispensations  of  his  providence  to  bless  our  be- 
loved country  with  honors  and  with  length  of  days; 
may  her  ways  be  ways  of  pleasantness,  and  all  her 
paths  be  peace. 

After  the  ceremonies  of  the  morning  of  the  inau- 
guration were  concluded,  the  diplomatic  body  paid 
their  parting  respects  to  general  Jackson,  and  made 
their  congratulations  to  tne  president,  in  the  ladies’ 
drawing  room  or  the  president's  house.  The  jenor 
don  Angel  Calderon  de  la  Barca,  minister  of  Spain, 
(the  oldest  minister  present),  was  the  organ  by 
which  their  sentiments  were  expressed.  These 
addresses,  and  the  answers  of  the  general  and  the 
president,  we  have  obtained,  and  now  publish  them 
for  the  gratification  of  our  readers. 

Address  to  general  Jackson. 

Monsieur  le  General:  En  prenant  conge  de 
votre  excellence,  les  membres  du  corps  diploma- 
tique croient  devoir  s’acquitter  de  l’agreable  tache 
de  vous  exprimer  leur  gratitude  pour  I’accueil  ami- 
cal  et  bienveillant  qu’ils  ont  constamment  eprouve 
de  votre  part;  ainsi  que  pour  les  efforts  employes 
avec  succes  par  votre  excellence  pour  conserver 
l’harmonie  qui  subsiste  heureusement  entre  cette 
republique  et  les  gouvernemens  representes  a Wash- 
ington. 

Puisse  la  Divine- Providence  vous  accorder,  Mon- 
sieur le  General,  dans  la  condition  privee  ou  vous 
allez  rentrer,  tous  les  bienfaits  de  la  felicite  domes- 
tique  et  d’une  parfaite  sante. 

Tels  sont  les  sentimens  et  tels  sont  les  desirs  de 
chacun  des  membres  du  corps  diplomatique  dont 
j’ai  l’honneur  et  le  bonheur  d’etre  l’interprete  dans 
cette  occasion. 

[ Translation  of  the  above.] 

General:  The  diplomatic  body,  in  taking  leave 
of  your  excellency,  consider  it  their  agreeable  duty 
to  express  to  you  their  gratitude  for  the  friendly 
kindness  with  which  they  have  been  always  receiv- 
ed by  you,  as  well  as  for  your  successful  endeavors 
to  preserve  the  harmony  existing  between  this  re- 
public and  the  governments  they  represent  in  Wash- 
ington. 

May  God  bestow  upon  you,  general,  in  the  pri- 
vate condition  to  which  you  are  now  going  to  re- 
tire, all  the  blessings  of  domestic  felicity  and  per- 
fect health. 

Such  are  the  sentiments,  and  such  the  sincere 
wishes,  of  every  one  of  the  members  of  the  diplo- 
matic body,  whose  interpreter  it  is  my  happy  lot 
and  my  honor  to  be  on  the  present  occasion. 

General  Jackson’s  reply. 

Gentlemen:  I receive  with  great  sensibility 
this  manifestation  of  personal  kindness  from  the  di- 
plomatic body.  It  is  particularly  grateful  to  me  to 
know  that  my  constant  desire  to  observe  towards 
all  of  you  that  courtesy  which  was  due  to  your  re- 
presentative and  personal  characters  has  been  felt 
and  understood.  I thank  God  that  my  country, 
during  my  administration  of  its  affairs,  has  main- 
tained its  peaceful  relations  with  yours,  and  I feel 
assured  that  they  will  long  endure,  under  the  gene- 
ral conviction  that  reciprocal  justice  is  the  duty  of 
nations  in  their  intercourse  with  each  other. 

For  your  prosperity  in  this  world  you  have  my 
best  wishes;  and  for  your  happiness  in  that  to 
which,  in  the  order  of  nature,  I must  expect  to  go 
before  you,  you  shall  have  my  fervent  prayers. 

Address  to  the  president. 

Monsieur  le  President:  Le  corps  diploma- 
tique accredite  pres  de  cette  republique  a l’honneur 
de  feliciter  votre  excellence  pour  la  preuve  flatteuse 
de  confiance  et  d’estime  que  vous  venez  de  recevoir 
de  vos  concitoyens.  II  nourrit  l’agreable  et  solide 
espoir  que  pendant  le  terns  que  vous  occuperez  le 
paste  eleve  de  premier  magistrat  de  l’union  les  re- 
lations d’amitie  qui  subsistent  entre  les  Etats  Unis 
et  les  gouvernemens  representes  a Washington  se- 
ront  non  seulement  conservees  mais  etendues  et 
fortifiees  par  la  sagesse  de  votre  administration. 

M.  le  President,  je  regarde  a la  fois  comme  un 
lionneur  et  comme  un  bonheur  d’etre,  en  cette  oc- 
casion solemnclle,  dont  le  souvenir  ne  s’effacera 
jamais  de  rna  memoire,  l’interprete  des  sentimens 
qui  animent  le  corps  diplomatique  envers  votre  ex- 
cellence, et  d’avoir  a remplir  l’agreable  devoir  de 


vous  exprimer,  au  nom  de  chacum  des  representans 
qui  le  composent,  les  sinceres  veeux  qu’ils  forment 
pour  la  progressif  prosperite  de  cette  republique,  et 
pour  votre  gloire  et  bien-etre  personnel. 

The  president’s  reply. 

Sir:  I am  deeply  affected  by  the  congratulations 
of  the  diplomatic  body  accredited  to  the  United 
States. 

That  the  friendly  relations  so  happily  subsisting 
between  the  governments  you  represent  and  the 
United  States  may  never  be  interrupted,  should  be 
the  wash  of  all.  You  do  me  but  justice  in  suppos- 
ing that  the  promotion  of  this  end  will  constitute  a 
cardinal  feature  of  my  official  action.  In  my  ef- 
forts to  accomplish  it,  I shall  be  encouraged  by  the 
conviction  that  in  no  way  can  I more  effectually 
fulfil  the  desire,  or  promote  the  welfare  of  my  con- 
stituents— the  people  of  the  United  States. 

I take  great  pleasure  in  expressing,  on  this  occa- 
sion, my  earnest  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
nations  you  respectively  represent,  and  for  the  per- 
sonal happiness  and  renown  of  those  who  preside 

ovor  thorn. 

To  yourself,  sir,  and  to  the  other  members  of  the 
diplomatic  body,  I desire  to  offer,  with  my  sincere 
acknowledgements  for  the  kind  feelings  employed 
in  your  address,  the  assurance  of  my  personal  es- 
teem and  cordial  good  wishes. 


FAREWELL  ADDRESS  OF  ANDREW  JACK- 
SON  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  U.  S. 

Fellow  citizens:  Being  about  to  retire  finally 
from  public  life,  I beg  leave  to  offer  you  my  grate- 
ful thanks  for  the  many  proofs  of  kindness  and  con- 
fidence which  I have  received  at  your  hands.  It 
has  been  my  fortune,  in  the  discharge  of  public  du- 
ties, civil  and  military,  frequently  to  have  found  my- 
self in  difficult  and  trying  situations,  where  prompt 
decision  and  energetic  action  were  necessary,  and 
where  the  interest  of  the  country  required  that  high 
responsibilities  should  be  fearlessly  encountered: 
and  it  is  with  the  deepest  emotions  of  gratitude  that 
I acknowledge  the  continued  and  unbroken  confi- 
dence with  which  you  have  sustained  me  in  every 
trial.  My  public  life  has  been  a long  one,  and  I 
cannot  hope  that  it  has,  at  all  times,  been  free  from 
errors.  But  I have  the  consolation  of  knowing  that, 
if  mistakes  have  been  committed,  they  have  not  se- 
riously injured  the  country  I so  anxiously  endea- 
vored to  serve;  and,  at  the  moment  when  I surren- 
der my  last  public  trust,  I leave  this  great  people 
prosperous  and  happy;  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
liberty  and  peace:  and  honored  and  respected  by 
every  nation  of  the  world. 

If  my  humble  efforts  have,  in  any  degree,  contri- 
buted to  preserve  to  you  inese  blessings,  1 nave  been 
more  than  rewarded  by  the  honors  you  have  heaped 
upon  me;  and,  above  all,  by  the  generous  confi- 
dence with  which  you  have  supported  me  in  every 
peril,  and  wdth  which  you  have  continued  to  ani- 
mate and  cheer  my  path  to  the  closing  hour  of  my 
political  life.  The  time  has  now  come,  when  ad- 
vanced age  and  a broken  frame,  warn  me  to  retire 
from  public  concerns;  but  the  recollection  of  the 
many  favors  you  have  bestowed  upon  me  is  engra- 
ven upon  my  heart,  and  I have  felt  that  I could  not 
part  from  your  service  without  making  this  public 
acknowdedgment  of  the  gratitude  I owe  you.  And 
if  I use  the  occasion  to  offer  to  you  the  counsels  of 
age  and  experience,  you  will,  I trust,  receive  them 
with  the  same  indulgent  kindness  which  you  have 
so  often  extended  to  me;  and  will,  at  least,  see  in 
them  an  earnest  desire  to  perpetuate,  in  this  favor- 
ed land,  the  blessings  of  liberty  and  equal  laws. 

"We  have  now  lived  almost  fifty  years  under  the 
constitution  framed  by  the  sages  and  patriots  of  the 
revolution.  The  conflicts  in  w'hich  the  nations  of 
Europe  were  engaged  during  a great  part  of  this 
period;  the  spirit  in  which  they  waged  war  against 
each  other;  and  our  intimate  commercial  connex- 
ions with  every  part  of  the  civilized  w'orld,  render- 
ed it  a time  of  much  difficulty  for  the  government 
of  the  United  States.  We  have  had  our  seasons  of 
peace  and  of  war,  with  all  the  evils  which  precede 
or  follow  a state  of  hostility  with  powerful  nations. 
We  encountered  these  trials  with  our  constitution 
yet  in  its  infancy,  and  under  the  disadvantages 
which  a new  and  untried  government  must  always 
feel  when  it  is  called  upon  to  put  forth  its  whole 
strength,  without  the  lights  of  experience  to  guide 
it,  or  the  weight  of  precedents  to  justify  its  raea-, 
sures.  But  we  have  passed  triumphantly  through 
all  these  difficulties.  Our  constitution  is  no  longer 
a doubtful  experiment;  and,  at  the  end  of  nearly 
half  a century,  wre  find  that  it  has  preserved  unim- 
paired the  liberties  of  the  people,  secured  the  rights 
of  property,  and  that  our  country  has  improved  and 
is  flourishing  beyond  any  former  example  in  the 
history  of  nations. 

In  our  domestic  concerns  there  is  every  thing  to 
encourage  us;  and  if  you  are  true  to  yourselves,  no- 


thing can  impede  your  march  to  the  highest  point 
of  national  prosperity.  The  states  which  had  so 
long  been  retarded  in  their  improvement,  by  the  In- 
dian tribes  residing  in  the  midst  of  them,  are  at 
length  relieved  from  the  evil;  and  this  unhappy  race 
— the  original  dwellers  in  our  land — are  now  placed 
in  a situation  wffiere  we  may  well  hope  that  they 
will  share  in  the  blessings  of  civilization,  and  be 
saved  from  that  degradation  and  destruction  to  which 
they  were  rapidly  hastening  w'hile  they  remained  in 
the  states;  and  while  the  safety  and  comfort  of  our 
own  citizens  have  been  greatly  promoted  by  their 
removal,  the  philanthropist  will  rejoice  that  the 
remnant  of  this  ill-fated  race  has  been  at  length 
placed  beyond  the  reach  of  injury  or  oppression, 
and  that  the  paternal  care  of  the  general  govern- 
ment will  hereafter  watch  over  them  and  protect 
them. 

If  we  turn  to  our  relations  with  foreign  powers, 
we  find  our  condition  equally  gratifying.  Actuated 
by  the  sincere  desire  to  do  justice  to  every  nation, 
and  to  preserve  the  blessings  of  peace,  our  inter- 
course with  them  has  been  conducted  on  the  part 
of  this  government  in  the  spirit  of  frankness,  a.,d  i 
take  pleasure  in  saying,  that  it  has  generally  been 
met  in  a corresponding  temper.  Difficulties  of  old 
standing  have  been  surmounted  by  friendly  discus- 
sion, and  the  mutual  desire  to  be  just;  and  the 
claims  of  our  citizens,  which  had  been  long  with- 
held, have  at  length  been  acknowledged  and  adjust- 
ed, and  satisfactory  arrangements  made  for  their 
final  payment;  and  with  a limited,  and,  I trust,  a 
temporary  exception,  our  relations  with  every  fo- 
reign power  are  now  of  the  most  friendly  character 
— our  commerce  continually  expanding,  and  our 
flag  respected  in  every  quarter  of  the  world. 

These  cheering  and  grateful  prospects,  and  these 
multiplied  favors,  we  owe,  under  Providence,  to  the 
adoption  of  the  federal  constitution.  It  is  no  longer 
a question  whether  this  great  country  can  remain 
happily  united,  and  flourish  under  our  present  form 
of  government,  Experience,  the  unerring  test  of  all 
human  undertakings,  has  shown  the  wisdom  and  fore- 
sight of  those  who  formed  it;  and  has  proved,  that 
in  the  union  of  these  states  there  is  a sure  founda- 
tion for  the  brightest  hopes  of  freedom,  and  for  the 
happiness  of  the  people.  At  every  hazard,  -and  by 
every  sacrifice,  this  union  must  be  preserved. 

The  necessity  of  watching  with  jealous  anxiety 
for  the  preservation  of  the  union,  was  earnestly 
pressed  upon  his  fellow  citizens  by  the  father  of  his 
country,  in  his  farew'ell  address.  He  has  there  told 
us,  that  “while  experience  shall  not  have  demon- 
strated its  impracticability,  there  will  always  be 
reason  to  distrust  the  patriotism  of  those  who,  in 
any  quarter,  may  endeavor  tu  -weaken  us  Donds;” 
and  he  has  cautioned  us,  in  the  strongeat  terms, 
against  the  formation  of  parties,  on  geographical 
discriminations,  as  one  of  the  means  which  might 
disturb  our  union,  and  to  which  designing  men 
would  be  likely  to  resort. 

The  lessons  contained  in  this  invaluable  legacy 
of  Washington  to  his  countrymen  should  be  cherish- 
ed in  the  heart  of  every  citizen  to  the  latest  genera- 
tion; and,  perhaps,  at  no  period  of  time  could  they 
be  more  usefully  remembered  than  at  the  present 
moment.  For  wdien  we  look  upon  the  scenes  that 
are  passing  around  us,  and  dwell  upon  the  pages  of 
his  parting  address,  his  paternal  counsels  would 
seem  to  be  not  merely  the  ofispring  of  wisdom  and 
foresight,  but  the  voice  of  prophecy  foretelling 
events  and  warning  us  of  the  evil  to  come.  Forty 
years  have  passed  since  this  imperishable  docu- 
ment was  given  to  his  countrymen.  The  federal 
constitution  was  then  regarded  by  him  as  an  ex- 
periment, and  he  so  speaks  of  it  in  his  address;  but 
an  experiment  upon  the  success  of  which  the  best 
hopes  of  his  country  depended,  and  we  all  know 
that  he  was  prepared  to  lay  down  his  life,  if  ne- 
cessay,  to  secure  to  it  a full  and  a fair  trial.  The 
trial  has  been  made.  It  has  succeeded  beyond 
the  proudest  hopes  of  those  who  framed  it.  Every 
quarter  of  this  widely  extended  nation  has  felt  its 
blessings,  and  shared  in  the  general  prosperity  pro- 
duced by  its  adoption.  But  amid  this  general  pros- 
perity and  splendid  success,  the  dangers  of  which 
he  warned  us  are  becoming  every  day  more  evi- 
dent, and  the  signs  of  evil  are  sufficiently  apparent 
to  awaken  the  deepest  anxiety  in  the  bosom  of  the 
patriot.  We  behold  systematic  efforts  publicly 
made  to  sow  the  seeds  of  discord  between  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  U.  States,  and  to  place  party  divi- 
sions directly  upon  geographical  distinctions;  to  ex- 
cite the  south  against  the  north,  and  the  north  against 
the  south,  and  to  force  into  the  controversy  the  most 
delicate  and  exciting  topics — topics  upon  which 
it  is  impossible  that  a large  portion  of  the  union 
can  ever  speak  without  strong  emotion.  Appeals, 
too,  are  constantly  made  to  sectional  interests,  in 
order  to  influence  the  election  of  the  chief  magis- 
trate, as  if  it  were  desired  that  he  should  favor  a 
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particular  quarter  of  the  country,  instead  of  fulfil- 
ling the  duties  of  his  station  with  impartial  justice 
to  all;  and  the  possible  dissolution  of  the  union  has 
at  length  become  an  ordinary  and  familiar  subject 
of  discussion.  Has  the  warning  voice  of  Washing- 
ton been  forgotten?  or  have  designs  already  been 
formed  to  sever  the  union?  Let  it  not  be  supposed 
that  I impute  to  all  of  those  who  have  taken  an 
active  part  in  these  unwise  and  unprofitable  discus- 
sions,a wantof  patriotism  orof public  virtue.  The 
honorable  feelings  of  state  pride,  and  local  attach- 
ments, find  a place  in  the  bosoms  of  the  most  en- 
lightened and  pure.  But  while  such  men  are  con- 
scious of  their  own  integrity  and  honesty  of  pur- 
pose, they  ought  never  to  forget  that  the  citizens 
of  other  states  are  their  political  brethren;  and  that, 
however  mistaken  they  may  be  in  their  views,  the 
great  body  of  them  are  equally  honest  and  upright 
with  themselves.  Mutual  suspicions  and  reproaches 
may  in  time  create  mutual  hostility,  and  artful  and 
designing  men  will  always  be  found,  who  are  ready 
to  foment  these  fatal  divisions,  and  to  inflame  the 
natural  jealousies  of  diiferent  sections  of  the  coun- 
try! The  history  of  the  world  is  full  of  such  ex- 
amples, and  especially  the  history  of  republics. 

What  have  you  to  gain  by  division  and  dissension? 
Delude  not  yourselves  with  the  belief  that  a breach 
once  made  may  be  afterwards  repaired.  If  the  union 
is  once  severed  the  line  of  separation  will  grow 
wider  and  wider;  and  the  controversies  which  are 
now  debated  and  settled  in  the  halls  of  legislation, 
will  then  be  tried  in  fields  of  battle,  and  determined 
by  the  sword.  Neither  should  you  deceive  your- 
selves with  the  hope,  that  the  first  line  of  separa- 
tion would  be  the  permanent  one,  and  that  nothing 
but  harmony  and  concord  would  be  found  in  the 
new  associations  formed  upon  the  dissolution  of 
this  union.  Local  interests  would  still  be  found 
there,  and  unchastened  ambition.  And  if  the  re- 
collection of  common  dangers,  in  which  the  people 
of  these  United  States  stood  side  by  side  against 
the  common  foe;  the  memory  of  victories  won  by 
their  united  valor;  the  prosperity  and  happiness 
they  have  enjoyed  under  the  present  constitution; 
the  proud  name  they  bear  as  citizens  of  this  great 
republic:  if'  all  these  recollections  and  proofs  of 
common  interest  are  not  strong  enough  to  bind  us 
together  as  one  people,  what  tie  will  hold  united 
the  new  divisions  of  empire,  when  these  bonds 
have  been  broken  and  this  union  dissevered?  The 
first  line  of  separation  would  not  last  for  a single 
generation;  new  fragments  would  be  torn  off;  new 
ieaders  would  spring  up;  and  this  great  and  glorious 
republic  would  soon  be  broken  into  a multitude 
of  petty  states,  without  commerce,  without  credit; 
jealous  of  one  another;  armed  for  mutual  aggres- 
sion; loaded  with  taxes  to  pay  armies  and  leaders; 
seeking  aid  against  each  other  from  foreign  powers; 
insulted  and  trampled  upon  by  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, until  harrassed  with  conflicts,  and  humbled 
and  debased  in  spirit,  they  would  be  ready  to  sub- 
mit to  the  absolute  dominion  of  any  military  ad- 
venturer, and  to  surrender  their  liberty  for  the 
sake  of  repose.  It  is  impossible  to  look  on  the  con- 
sequences that  would  inevitably  follow  the  destruc- 
tion of  this  government,  and  not  feel  indignant 
when  we  hear  cold  calculations  about  the  value  of 
the  union,  and  have  so  constantly  before  us  a line 
of  conduct  so  well  calculated  to  weaken  its  ties. 

There  is  too  much  at  stake  to  allow  pride  or 
passion  to  influence  your  decision.  Never  for  a 
moment  believe  that  the  great  body  of  the  citizens 
of  any  state  or  states  can  deliberately  intend  to  do 
wrong.  They  may,  under  the  influence  of  tem- 
porary excitement  or  misguided  opinions,  commit 
mistakes;  they  may  be  misled  for  a time  by  the 
suggestions  of  self-interest;  but  in  a community  so 
enlightened  and  patriotic  as  the  people  of  the  U. 
States,  argument  will  soon  make  them  sensible  of 
their  errors;  and,  when  convinced,  they  will  be 
ready  to  repair  them.  If  they  have  no  higher  or 
better  motives  to  govern  them,  they  will  at  least 
perceive  that  their  own  interest  requires  them  to  be 
just  to  others  as  they  hope  to  receive  justice  at  their 
hands. 

But  in  order  to  maintain  the  union  unimpaired, 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  laws  passed  by 
the  constituted  authorities  should  be  faithfully  exe- 
cuted in  every  part  of  the  country,  and  that  every 
good  citizen  should,  at  all  times,  stand  ready  to 
put  down,  with  the  combined  force  of  the  nation, 
every  attempt  at  unlawful  resistance,  under  what- 
ever pretext  it  may  be  made,  or  whatever  shape 
it  may  assume.  Unconstitutional  or  oppressive  laws 
may  no  doubt  be  passed  by  congress,  either  from 
erroneous  views,  or  the  want  of  due  consideration; 
if  they  are  within  the  reach  of  judicial  authority, 
the  remedy  is  easy  and  peaceful;  and  if,  from  the 
character  of  the  law,  it  is  an  abuse  of  power  not 
within  the  control  of  the  judiciary,  then  free  dis- 
cussion and  calm  appeals  to  reason  and  to  the  jus- 


tice of  the  people  will  not  fail  to  redress  the  wrong. 
But  until  the  law  shall  be  declared  void  by  the 
courts,  or  repealed  by  congress,  no  individual,  or 
combination  of  individuals,  can  be  justified  in  forci- 
bly resisting  its  execution.  It  is  impossible  that 
any  government  can  continue  to  exist  upon  any 
other  principles.  It  would  cease  to  be  a govern- 
ment, and  be  unworthy  of  the  name,  if  it  had  not 
the  power  to  enforce  the  execution  of  its  own  laws 
within  its  own  sphere  of  action. 

It  is  true  that  cases  may  be  imagined  disclosing 
such  a settled  purpose  of  usurpation  and  oppression, 
on  the  part  of  the  government,  as  would  justify  an 
appeal  to  arms.  These,  however,  are  extreme  ca- 
ses, which  we  have  no  reason  to  apprehend  in  a go- 
vernment where  the  power  is  in  the  hands  of  a pa- 
triotic people;  and  no  citizen  who  loves  his  country 
would,  in  any  case  whatever,  resort  to  forcible  re- 
sistance, unless  he  clearly  saw  that  the  time  had 
come  when  a freeman  should  prefer  death  to  sub- 
mission; for  if  such  a struggle  is  once  begun,  and 
the  citizens  of  one  section  of  the  country  arrayed  in 
arms  against  those  of  another  in  doubtful  conflict, 
let  the  battle  result  as  it  may,  there  will  be  an  end 
of  the  union,  and,  with  it,  an  end  to  the  hopes  of 
freedom.  The  victory  of  the  injured  would  not  se- 
cure to  them  the  blessings  of  liberty;  it  would  avenge 
their  wrongs,  but  they  would  themselves  share  in 
the  common  ruin. 

But  the  constitution  cannot  be  maintained,  nor 
the  union  preserved,  in  opposition  to  public  feeling, 
by  the  mere  exertion  of  the  coercive  powers  confid- 
ed to  the  general  government.  The  foundations 
must  be  laid  in  the  affections  of  the  people;  in 
the  security  it  gives  to  life,  liberty,  character,  and 
property,  in  every  quarter  of  the  country;  and 
in  the  fraternal  attachment  which  the  citizens  of  the 
several  states  bear  to  one  another  as  members  of  one 
political  family,  mutually  contributing  to  promote 
the  happiness  of  each  other.  Hence  the  citizens  of 
every  state  should  studiously  avoid  every  thing  cal- 
culated to  wound  the  sensibility  or  offend  the  just 
pride  of  the  people  of  other  states;  and  they  should 
frown  upon  any  proceedings  within  their  own  bor- 
ders likely  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  their  politi- 
cal brethren  in  other  portions  of  the  union.  In  a 
country  so  extensive  as  the  United  States,  and  with 
pursuits  so  varied,  the  internal  regulations  of  the  se- 
veral states  must  frequently  differ  from  one  another 
in  important  particulars;  and  this  difference  is  una- 
voidably increased  by  the  varying  principles  upon 
which  the  American  colonies  were  originally  plant- 
ed; principles  which  had  taken  deep  root  in  their  so- 
cial relations  before  the  revolution,  and,  therefore, 
of  necessity  influencing  their  policy  since  they  be- 
came free  and  independent  states.  But  each  state 
has  the  unquestionable  right  to  regulate  its  own  in- 
ternal concerns  according  to  its  own  pleasure;  and 
while  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple of  other  states,  or  the  rights  of  the  union,  every 
state  must  be  the  sole  judge  of  the  measures  proper 
to  secure  the  safety  of  its  citizens  and  promote  their 
happiness;  and  all  efforts  on  the  part  of  people  of 
other  states  to  cast  odium  upon  their  institutions, 
and  all  measures  calculated  to  disturb  their  rights  of 
property,  or  to  put  in  jeopardy  their  peace  and  in- 
ternal tranquillity,  are  in  direct  opposition  to  the  spi- 
rit in  which  the  union  was  formed,  and  must  endan- 
ger its  safety.  Motives  of  philanthropy  may  be  as- 
signed for  this  unwarrantable  interference;  and  weak 
men  may  persuade  themselves  for  a moment  that 
they  are  laboring  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  and  as- 
serting the  rights  of  the  human  race;  but  every  one, 
upon  sober  reflection,  will  see  that  nothing  but  mis- 
chief can  come  from  these  improper  assaults  upon 
the  feelings  and  rights  of  others.  Rest  assured,  that 
the  men  found  busy  in  this  work  of  discord  are  not 
worthy  of  your  confidence,  and  deserve  your  strong- 
est reprobation. 

In  the  legislation  of  congress,  also,  and  in  every 
measure  of  the  general  government,  justice  to  every 
portion  of  the  United  States  should  be  faithfully  ob- 
served. No  free  government  can  stand  without  vir- 
tue in  the  people,  and  a lofty  spirit  of  patriotism; 
and  if  the  sordid  feelings  of  mere  selfishness  shall 
usurp  the  place  which  ought  to  be  filled  by  public 
spirit,  the  legislation  of  congress  will  soon  be  con- 
verted into  a scramble  for  personal  and  sectional  ad- 
vantages. Under  our  free  institutions,  the  citizens 
of  every  quarter  of  our  country  are  capable  of  attain- 
ing a high  degree  of  prosperity  and  happiness,  with- 
out seeking  to  profit  themselves  at  the  expense  of 
others;  and  every  such  attempt  must  in  the  end  fail 
to  succeed,  for  the  people  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States  are  too  enlightened  not  to  understand  their 
own  rights  and  interests,  and  to  detect  and  defeat 
every  effort  to  gain  undue  advantages  over  them;  and 
when  such  designs  are  discovered,  it  naturally  pro- 
vokes resentments  which  cannot  always  be  easily 
allayed.  Justice,  full  and  ample  justice,  to  every 
portion  of  the  United  States,  should  be  the  ruling 


principle  of  every  freeman,  and  should  guide  the  de- 
liberations of  every  public  body,  whether  it  be  state 
or  national. 

It  is  well  known  that  there  have  always  been  those 
amongst  us  who  wish  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the 
general  government;  and  experience  would  seem  to 
indicate  that  there  is  a tendency  on  the  part  of  this 
government  to  overstep  the  boundaries  marked  out 
for  it  by  the  constitution.  Its  legitimate  authority 
is  abundantly  sufficientfor  all  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  created;  and  its  powers  being  expressly  enu- 
merated, there  can  be  no  justification  for  claiming 
any  thing  beyond  them.  Every  attempt  to  exercise 
power  beyond  these  limits  should  be  promptly  and 
firmly  opposed.  For  one  evil  example,  will  lead  to 
other  measures  still  more  mischievous;  and  if  the 
principle  of  constructive  powers,  or  supposed  advan- 
tages, or  temporary  circumstances,  shall  ever  be  per- 
mitted to  justify  the  assumption  of  a power  not  given 
by  the  constitution,  the  general  government  will  be- 
fore long  absorb  all  the  powers  of  legislation,  and 
you  will  have,  in  elfect,  but  one  consolidated  go- 
vernment. From  the  extent  of  our  country,  its  di- 
versified interests,  different  pursuits,  and  different 
habits,  it  is  too  obvious  for  argument  that  a single 
consolidated  government  would  be  wholly  inade- 
quate to  watch  over  and  protect  its  interests;  and 
every  friend  of  our  free  institutions  should  be  al- 
ways prepared  to  maintain  unimpaired  and  in  full 
vigor  the  rights  and  sovereignty  of  the  states,  and  to 
confine  the  action  of  the  general  government  strictly 
to  the  sphere  of  its  appropriate  duties. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  one  of  the  powers  conferred 
on  the  federal  government  so  liable  to  abuse  as  the 
taxing  power.  The  most  productive  and  convenient 
sources  of  revenue  were  necessarily  given  to  it,  that 
it  might  be  able  to  perform  the  important  duties  im- 
posed upon  it;  and  the  taxes  which  it  lays  upon  com- 
merce being  concealed  from  the  real  payer  in  the 
price  of  the  article,  they  do  not  so  readily  attract  the 
attention  of  the  people  as  smaller  sums  demanded 
from  them  directly  by  the  taxgatherer.  But  the  tax 
imposed  on  goods  enhances  by  so  much  the  price  of 
the  commodity  to  the  consumer;  and,  as  many  of 
these  duties  are  imposed  on  articles  of  necessity, 
which  are  daily  used  by  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  money  raised  by  these  imposts  is  draw:n  from 
their  pockets.  Congress  has  no  right,  under  the 
constitution,  to  take  money  from  the  people,  unless 
it  is  required  to  execute  some  one  of  the  specific 
powers  intrusted  to  the  government;  and  if  they  raise 
more  than  is  necessary  for  such  purposes,  it  is  an 
abuse  of  the  power  of  taxation,  and  unjust  and  op- 
pressive. It  may,  indeed,  Happen  that  the  revenue 
will  sometimes  exceed  the  amountanticipated  when 
the  taxes  were  laid.  When,  however,  this  is  ascer- 
tained, it  is  easy  to  reduce  them;  and,  in  such  a case, 
it  is  unquestionably  the  duty  of  the  government  to 
reduce  them,  for  no  circumstances  can  justify  it  in 
assuming  a power  not  given  to  it  by  the  constitution, 
nor  in  taking  away  the  money  of  the  people  when 
it  is  not  needed  for  the  legitimate  wants  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

Plain  as  these  principles  appear  to  be,  you  will  yet 
find  that  there  is  a constant  effort  to  induce  the  ge- 
neral government  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  its  tax- 
ing power,  and  to  impose  unnecessary  burdens  upon 
the  people.  Many  powerful  interests  are  continu- 
ally at  work  to  procure  heavy  duties  on  commerce, 
and  to  swell  the  revenue  beyond  the  real  necessities 
of  the  public  service;  and  the  country  has  already 
felt  the  injurious  effects  of  their  combined  influence. 
They  succeeded  in  obtaining  a tariff  of  duties  bear- 
ing most  oppressively  on  the  agricultural  and  labor- 
ing classes  of  society,  and  producing  a revenue  that 
could  not  be  usefully  employed  within  the  range  of 
the  powers  conferred  upon  congress;  and,  in  order 
to  fasten  upon  the  people  this  unjust  and  unequal 
system  of  taxation,  extravagant  schemes  of  internal 
improvement  were  got  up,  in  various  quarters,  to 
squander  the  money,  and  to  purchase  support. — 
Thus,  one  unconstitutional  measure  was  intended  to 
be  upheld  by  another,  and  the  abuse  of  the  power  of 
taxation  was  to  be  maintained  by  usurping  the  pow- 
er of  expending  the  money  in  internal  improve- 
ments. You  cannot  have  forgotten  the  severe  and 
doubtful  struggle  through  which  we  passed,  when 
the  executive  department  of  the  government,  by  its 
veto,  endeavored  to  arrest  this  prodigal  scheme  of 
injustice,  and  to  bring  back  the  legislation  of  con- 
gress to  the  boundaries  prescribed  by  the  constitu- 
tion. The  good  sense  and  practical  judgment  of  the 
people,  when  the  subject  was  brought  before  them, 
sustained  the  course  of  the  executive;  and  this  plan 
of  unconstitutional  expenditure  for  the  purposes  of 
corrupt  influence  is,  I trust,  finally  overthrown. 

The  result  of  this  decision  has  been  felt  in  the  ra- 
pid extinguishment  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  large 
accumulation  of  a surplus  in  the  treasury,  notwith- 
standing the  tariff  was  reduced,  and  is  now  very  far 
below  the  amount  originally  contemplated  by  its  ad- 
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vocates.  But,  rely  upon  it,  the  design  to  collect  an 
extravagant  revenue,  and  to  burden  you  with  taxes 
beyond  the  economical  wants  of  the  government,  is 
not  yet  abandoned.  The  various  interests  which 
have  combined  together  to  impose  a heavy  tariff,  and 
to  produce  an  overflowing  treasury,  are  too  strong, 
and  have  too  much  at  stake  to  surrender  the  contest. 
The  corporations  and  wealthy  individuals  who  are 
engaged  in  large  manufacturing  establishments,  de- 
sire a high  tariri'to  increase  their  gains.  Designing 
politicians  will  support  it,  to  conciliate  their  favor, 
and  to  obtain  the  means  of  profuse  expenditure,  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  influence  in  other  quar- 
ters; and  since  the  people  have  decided  that  the  fe- 
deral governmentcannot  be  permitted  to  employ  its 
income  in  internal  improvements,  eliorts  will  be 
made  to  seduce  and  mislead  the  citizens  of  the  se- 
veral states,  by  holding  out  to  them  the  deceitful 
prospect  of  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a surplus  re- 
venue collected  by  the  general  government,  and  an- 
nually divided  among  the  States.  Audit',  encourag- 
ed by  these  fallacious  hopes,  the  states  should  disre- 
gard the  principles  of  economy  which  ought  to  cha- 
racterize every  republican  government,  and  should 
indulge  in  lavish  expenditures  exceeding  their  re- 
sources, they  will,  before  long,  find  themselves  op- 
pressed with  debts  which  they  are  unable  to  pay,  and 
the  temptation  will  become  irresistible  to  support  a 
high  tariff,  in  order  to  obtain  a surplus  for  distribu- 
tion. Do  not  allow  yourselves,  my  fellow  citizens, 
to  be  misled  on  this  subject.  The  federal  govern- 
ment cannot  collect  a surplus  for  such  purposes, 
without  violating  the  principles  of  the  constitution, 
and  assuming  powers  which  have  not  been  granted. 
It  is,  moreover,  a system  of  injustice,  and,  if  persist- 
ed in,  will  inevitably  lead  to  corruption,  and  must 
end  in  ruin.  The  surplus  revenue  will  be  drawn 
from  the  pockets  of  the  people,  from  the  farmer,  the 
mechanic,  and  the  laboring  classes  of  society;  but 
who  will  receive  it  when  distributed  among  the 
states,  where  it  is  to  be  disposed  of  by  leading  state 
politicians  who  have  friends  to  favor,  and  political 
partisans  to  gratify?  It  will  certainly  not  be  return- 
ed to  those  who  paid  it,  and  who  have  most  need  of 
it,  and  are  honestly  entitled  to  it.  There  is  but  one 
safe  rule,  and  that  is,  to  confine  the  general  govern- 
ment rigidly  within  the  sphere  of  its  appropriate  du- 
ties. It  has  no  power  to  raise  a revenue,  or  impose 
taxes,  except  for  the  purposes  enumerated  in  the 
constitution;  and  if  its  income  is  found  to  exceed 
these  wants,  it  should  be  forthwith  reduced,  and  the 
burdens  of  the  people  so  far  lightened. 

In  reviewing  the  conflicts  which  have  taken  place 
between  different  interests  in  the  United  States,  ana 
the  policy  pursued  since  the  adoption  of  our  present 
form  of  government,  we  find  nothing  that  has  pro- 
duced such  deep  seated  evil  as  the  course  of  legisla- 
tion in  relation  to  the  currency.  The  constitution 
of  the  United  States  unquestionably  intended  to  se- 
cure to  the  people  a circulating  medium  of  gold  and 
silver.  But  the  establishment  of  a national  bank  by 
congress,  with  the  privilege  of  issuing  paper  money 
receivable  in  the  payment  of  the  public  dues,  and 
the  unfortunate  course  of  legislation  in  the  several 
states  upon  the  same  subject,  drove  from  general 
circulation  the  constitutional  currency,  and  substi- 
tuted one  of  paper  in  its  place. 

It  was  not  easy  for  men  engaged  in  the  ordinary 
pursuits  of  business,  whose  attention  had  not  been 
particularly  drawn  to  the  subject,  to  foresee  all  the 
consequences  of  a currency  exclusively  of  paper; 
and  we  ought  not,  on  that  account,  to  be  surprised 
;at  the  facility  with  which  laws  were  obtained  to 
carry  into  effect  the  paper  system.  Honest,  and 
even  enlightened  men,  are  sometimes  misled  by 
the  specious  and  plausible  statements  of  the  design- 
ing. But  experience  has  now  proved  the  mischiefs 
and  dangers  of  a paper  currency,  and  it  rests  with 
;you  to  determine  whether  the  proper  remedy  shall 
'be  applied. 

The  paper  system  being  founded  on  public  confi- 
dence, and  having  of  itself  no  intrinsic  value,  it  is 
liable  to  great  and  sudden  fluctuations;  thereby  ren- 
dering property  insecure,  and  the  wages  of  labor 
unsteady  and  uncertain.  The  corporations  which 
create  the  paper  money  cannot  be  relied  upon  to 
keep  the  circulating  medium  uniform  in  amount. 
In  times  of  prosperity,  when  confidence  is  high, 
they  are  tempted,  by  the  prospect  of  gain,  or  by  the 
influence  of  those  who  hope  to  profit  by  it,  to  ex- 
tend their  issues  of  paper  beyond  the  bounds  of  dis- 
cretion and  the  reasonable  demands  of  business. — 
And  when  these  issues  have  been  pushed  on,  from 
day  to  day,  until  public  confidence  is  at  length  sha- 
ken, then  a reaction  takes  place,  and  they  immedi- 
ately withdraw  the  credits  they  have  given;  sudden- 
ly curtail  their  issues;  and  produce  an  unexpected 
and  ruinous  contraction  of  the  circulating  medium, 
which  is  felt  by  the  whole  community.  The  banks, 
by  this  means,  save  themselves,  and  the  mischiev- 
ous consequences  of  their  imprudence  or  cupidity 


are  visited  upon  the  public.  Nor  does  the  evil  stop 
here.  These  ebbs  and  flow's  in  the  currency,  and 
these  indiscreet  extensions  of  credit,  naturally  en- 
;ender  a spirit  of  speculation  injurious  to  the  ha- 
lits  and  character  of  the  people.  We  have  already 
seen  its  effects  in  the  wild  spirit  of  speculation  in 
the  public  lands,  and  various  kinds  of  stock,  which, 
within  the  last  year  or  two,  seized  upon  such  a mul- 
titude of  our  citizens,  and  threatened  to  pervade  all 
classes  of  society,  and  to  withdraw  their  attention 
from  the  sober  pursuits  of  honest  industry.  It  is 
not  by  encouraging  this  spirit  that  we  shall  best  pre- 
serve public  virtue  and  promote  the  true  interests 
of  our  country.  But  if  your  currency  continues  as 
exclusively  paper  as  it  now  is,  it  will  foster  this  ea- 
ger desire  to  amass  wealth  w'ithout  labor;  it  will 
multiply  the  number  of  dependants  on  bank  accom- 
modations and  bank  favors:  the  temptation  to  ob- 
tain money  at  any  sacrifice,  will  become  stron- 
ger and  stronger,  and  inevitably  lead  to  corruption, 
which  will  find  its  way  into  your  public  councils, 
and  destroy,  at  no  distant  day,  the  purity  of  your 
government.  Some  of  the  evils  which  arise  from 
this  system  of  paper,  press  with  peculiar  hardship 
upon  the  class  of  society  least  able  to  bear  it.  A 
portion  of  this  currency  frequently  becomes  depre- 
ciated or  worthless,  and  all  of  it  is  easily  counter- 
feited, in  such  a manner  as  to  require  peculiar  skill 
and  much  experience  to  distinguish  the  counterfeit 
from  the  genuine  note.  These  frauds  are  most  ge- 
nerally perpetrated  in  the  smaller  notes,  which  are 
used  in  the  daily  transactions  of  ordinary  business; 
and  the  losses  occasioned  by  them  are  commonly 
thrown  upon  the  laboring  classes  of  society,  whose 
situation  and  pursuits  put  it  out  of  their  power  to 
guard  themselves  from  these  impositions,  and  whose 
daily  wages  are  necessary  for  their  subsistence.  It 
is  tile  duty  of  every  government  so  to  regulate  its 
currency  as  to  protect  this  numerous  class  as  far  as. 
practicable  from  the  impositions  of  avarice  and 
fraud.  It  is  more  especially  the  duty  of  the  United 
States,  where  the  government  is  emphatically  the 
government  of  the  people,  and  w'here  this  respecta- 
>le  portion  of  our  citizens  are  so  proudly  distin- 
guished from  the  laboring  classes  of  all  other  na- 
tions, by  their  independent  spirit,  their  love  of  li- 
berty, their  intelligence,  and  their  high  tone  of  mo- 
ral character.  Their  industry,  in  peace,  is  the 
source  of  our  wealth;  and  their  bravery,  in  war,  has 
covered  us  with  glory;  and  the  government  of  the 
United  States  will  but  ill  discharge  its  duties  if  it 
leaves  them  a prey  to  such  dishonest  impositions. 
Yet  it  is  evident  that  their  interests  cannot  be  effec- 
tually proiectea,  unless  sliver  and  gold  are  restored 
to  circulation. 

These  views  alone,  of  the  paper  currency,  are 
sufficient  to  call  for  immediate  reform;  hut  there  is 
another  consideration  which  should  still  more  strong- 
ly press  it  upon  your  attention. 

Recent  events  have  proved  that  the. paper  money 
system  of  this  country  may  be  used  as  an  engine  to 
undermine  your  free  institutions;  and  that  those 
who  desire  to  engross  ail  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
few,  and  to  govern  by  corruption  or  force,  are 
aware  of  its  power,  and  prepared  to  employ  it. — 
Your  banks  now  furnish  your  only  circulating  me- 
dium, and  money  is  plenty  or  scarce,  according  to 
the  quantity  of  notes  issued  by  them.  While  they 
have  capitals  not  greatly  disproportioned  to  each 
other,  they  are  competitors  in  business,  and  no  one 
of  them  can  exercise  dominion  over  the  rest;  and 
although,  in  the  present  state  of  the  currency,  these 
banks  may  and  do  operate  injuriously  upon  the  ha- 
bits of  business,  the  pecuniary  concerns  and  the 
moral  tone  of  society;  yet,  from  their  number  and 
dispersed  situation,  they  cannot  combine  for  the 
urposes  of  political  influence;  and  whatever  may 
e the  dispositions  of  some  of  them,  their  power  of 
mischief  must  necessarily  be  confined  to  a narrow 
space,  and  felt  only  in  their  immediate  neighbor- 
hoods. 

But  when  the  charter  for  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  was  obtained  from  congress,  it  perfected  the 
schemes  of  the  paper  system,  and  gave  to  its  advo- 
cates the  position  they  have  struggled  to  obtain, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  federal  government 
down  to  the  present  hour.  The  immense  capital, 
and  peculiar  privileges  bestowed  upon  it,  enabled 
it  to  exercise  despotic  sway  over  the  other  banks  in 
every  part  of  the  country.  From  its  superior  strength, 
it  could  seriously  injure,  if  not  destroy,  the  business 
of  any  one  of  them  which  might  incur  its  resent- 
ment; and  it  openly  claimed  for  itself  the  power  of 
regulating  the  currency  throughout  the  United 
States.  In  other  words,  it  asserted  (and  it  undoubt- 
edly possessed)  the  power  to  make  money  plenty 
or  scarce,  at  its  pleasure,  at  any  time,  and  in  any 
quarter  of  the  union,  by  controlling  the  issues  of 
other  banks,  and  permitting  an  expansion,  or  com- 
pelling a general  contraction,  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium, according  to  its  own  will.  The  other  banking 


institutions  were  sensible  of  its  strength,  and  they 
soon  generally  became  its  obedient  instruments, 
ready,  at  all  times,  to  execute  its  mandates;  and 
with  the  banks  necessarily  went,  also,  that  nume- 
rous class  of  persons  in  our  commercial  cities,  who 
depend  altogether  on  bank  credits  for  their  solvency 
and  means  of  business;  and  who  are,  therefore, 
obliged,  for  their  own  safety,  to  propitiate  the  favor 
of  the  money  power  by  distinguished  zeal  and  de- 
votion in  its  service.  The  result  of  the  ill-advised 
legislation  which  established  this  great  monopoly 
was,  to  concentrate  the  whole  moneyed  power  of 
the  union,  with  its  boundless  means  of  corruption, 
and  its  numerous  dependants,  under  the  direction 
and  command  of  one  acknowledged  head;  thus  or- 
ganizing this  particular  interest  as  one  body,  and 
securing  to  it  unity  and  concert  of  action  through- 
out the  United  States,  and  enabling  it  to  bring  ior- 
ward,  upon  any  occasion,  its  entire  and  undivided 
strength  to  support  or  defeat  any  measure  of  the  go- 
vernment. In  the  hands  of  this  formidable  power, 
thus  perfectly  organized,  was  also  placed  unlimited 
dominion  over  the  amount  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium, giving  it  the  power  to  regulate  the  value  of 
property  and  the  fruits  of  labor  in  every  quarter  of 
the  union:  and  to  bestow  prosperitj',  or  bring  ruin, 
upon  any  city  or  section  of  the  country,  as  might 
best  comport  with  its  own  interest  or  policy. 

We  are  not  left  to  conjecture  how  the  moneyed 
power,  thus  organized,  and  with  such  a weapon  in 
its  hands,  would  be  likely  to  use  it.  The  distress 
and  alarm  which  pervaded  and  agitated  the  whole 
country,  when  the  bank  of  the  United  States  wag- 
ed war  upon  the  people,  in  order  to  compel  them  to 
submit  to  its  demands,  cannot  yet  be  forgotten. — 
The  ruthless  and  unsparing  temper  with  which 
whole  cities  and  communities  were  oppressed,  in- 
dividuals impoverished  and  ruined,  and  a scene  of 
cheerful  prosperity  suddenly  changed  into  one  of 
gloom  and  despondency,  ought  to  be  indelibly  im- 
pressed on  the  memory  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  If  such  was  its  power  in  a time  of  peace, 
what  would  it  not  have  been  in  a season  of  war 
with  an  enemy  at  your  doors?  No  nation  but  the 
freemen  of  the  United  States  could  have  come  out 
victorious  from  such  a contest;  yet,  if  you  had  not 
conquered,  the  government  would  have  passed  from 
the  hands  of  the  many  to  the  hands  of  the  few;  and 
this  organized  money  power,  from  its  secret  con- 
clave, would  have  dictated  the  choice  of  your  high- 
est officers,  and  compelled  you  to  make  peace  or 
war,  as  best  suited  their  own  wishes.  The  forms  of 
our  government  might,  for  a time,  have  remained; 
ut  its  living  spirit  would  liarc  departed  from  It. 

The  distress  and  sufferings  inflicted  on  the  peo- 
ple by  the  bank,  are  some  of  the  fruits  of  that  sys- 
tem of  policy  which  is  continually  striving  to  en- 
large the  authority  of  the  federal  government  be- 
yond the  limits  fixed  by  the  constitution.  The 
powers  enumerated  in  that  instrument  do  not  con- 
fer on  congress  the  right  to  establish  such  a corpo- 
ration as  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  and  the  evil 
consequences  which  followed  may  warn  us  of  the 
danger  of  departing  from  the  true  rule  of  construc- 
tion, and  of  permitting  temporary  circumstances, 
or  the  hope  of  better  promoting  the  public  welfare, 
to  influence,  in  any  degree,  our  decisions  upon  the 
extent  of  the  authority  of  the  general  government. 
Let  us  abide  by  the  constitution  as  it  is  written,  or 
amend  it  in  the  constitutional  mode,  if  it  is  found 
to  be  defective. 

The  severe  lessons  of  experience  will,  I doubt 
not,  be  sufficient  to  prevent  congress  from  again 
chartering  such  a monopoly,  even  if  the  constitu- 
tion did  not  present  an  insuperable  objection  to  it. 
But  you  must  remember,  my  fellow  citizens,  that 
eternal  vigilance  by  the  people  is  the  price  of  liber- 
ty; and  that  you  must  pay  the  price  if  you  wish  to 
secure  the  blessing.  It  behoves  you,  therefore,  to 
be  watchful  in  your  states,  as  well  as  in  the  federal 
government.  The  power  which  the  moneyed  in- 
terest can  exercise,  when  concentrated  under  a sin- 
gle head,  and  with  our  present  system  of  currency, 
was  sufficiently  demonstrated  in  the  struggle  made 
by  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  Defeated  in  the 
general  government,  the  same  class  of  intriguers 
and  politicians  will  now  resort  to  the  states,  and  en- 
deavor to  obtain  there  the  same  organization,  which 
they  failed  to  perpetuate  in  the  union;  and  with 
specious  and  deceitful  plans  of  public  advantages, 
and  state  interests  and  state  pride,  they  will  endea- 
vor to  establish  in  the  different  states,  one  money- 
ed institution  with  overgrown  capital,  and  exclu- 
sive privileges  sufficient  to  enable  it  to  control  the 
operations  of  the  other  banks.  Such  an  institution 
will  be  pregnant  with  the  same  evils  produced  by 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  although  its  sphere 
of  action  is  more  confined;  and  in  the  state  in 
which  it  is  chartered,  the  money  power  will  be  able 
to  embody  its  whole  strength,  and  to  move  together 
with  undivided  force,  to  accomplish  any  object  it 
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may  wish  to  attain.  You  have  already  had  abun- 
dant evidence  of  its  power  to  inflict  injury  upon 
the  agricultural,  mechanical  and  laboring  classes  of 
society;  and  over  those  whose  engagements  in  trade 
or  speculation  render  them  dependant  on  bank  fa- 
cilities, the  dominion  of  the  state  monopoly  will 
be  absolute,  and  their  obedience  unlimited.  With 
such  a bank  and  a paper  currency,  the  money  pow- 
er would,  in  a few  years,  govern  the  state  and  con- 
trol its  measures;  and  if  a sufficient  number  of 
states  can  be  induced  to  create  such  establishments, 
the  time  will  soon  come  when  it  will  again  take  the 
field  against  the  United  States,  and  succeed  in  per- 
fecting and  perpetuating  its  organization  by  a char- 
ter from  congress. 

It  is  one  of  the  serious  evils  of  our  present  sys- 
tem of  banking,  that  it  enables  one  class  of  society 
— and  that  by  no  means  a numerous  one — by  its 
control  over  the  currency,  to  act  injuriously  upon 
the  interests  of  all  the  others,  and  to  exercise  more 
than  its  just  proportion  of  influence  in  political  af- 
fairs. The  agricultural,  the  mechanical  and  the 
laboring  classes,  have  little  or  no  share  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  great  moneyed  corporations;  and  from 
their  habits  and  the  nature  of  their  pursuits,  they 
are  incapable  of  forming  extensive  combinations  to 
act  together  with  united  force.  Such  concert  of 
action  may  sometimes  be  produced  in  a single  city, 
or  in  a small  district  of  country,  by  means  of  per- 
sonal communications  with  each  other;  but  they 
have  no  regular  or  active  correspondence  with 
those  who  are  engaged  in  similar  pursuits  in  dis- 
tant places;  they  nave  but  little  patronage  to  give 
to  the  press,  and  exercise  but  a small  share  of  influ- 
ence over  it;  they  have  no  crowd  of  dependants 
about  them,  who  hope  to  grow  rich  without  labor, 
by  their  countenance  and  favor,  and  who  are,  there- 
fore, always  ready  to  execute  their  wishes.  The 
planter,  the  farmer,  the  mechanic  and  the  laborer, 
all  know  that  their  success  depends  upon  their  own 
industry  and  economy,  and  that  they  must  not  ex- 
pect to  become  suddenly  rich  by  the  fruits  of  their 
toil.  Yet  these  classes  of  society  form  the  great 
body  of  the  people  of  the  United  States;  they  are 
the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  country;  men  who  love 
liberty  and  desire  nothing  but  equal  rights  and 
equal  laws,  and  who,  moreover,  hold  the  great  mass 
of  our  national  wealth,  although  it  is  distributed  in 
moderate  amounts  among  the  millions  of  freemen 
who  possess  it.  But,  with  overwhelming  numbers 
and  wealth  on  their  side,  they  are  in  constant  dan- 
ger of  loseing  theirfair  influence  in  the  government, 
and  with  difficulty  maintain  their  just  rights  against 
the  incessant  efforts  daily  made  to  encroach  upon 
them.  The  mischief  springs  from  the  power  which 
the  moneyed  interest  derives  from  a paper  curren- 
cy, which  they  are  able  to  control;  from  the  multi- 
tude of  corporations,  with  exclusive  privileges, 
which  they  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  in  the  dif- 
ferent states,  and  which  are  employed  altogether 
for  their  benefit;  and  unless  you  become  more 
watchful  in  your  states,  and  check  this  spirit  of 
monopoly  and  thirst  for  exclusive  privileges,  you 
will,  in  the  end,  find  that  the  most  important  pow- 
ers of  government  have  been  given  or  bartered 
away,  and  the  control  over  your  dearest  interests 
has  passed  into  the  hands  of  these  corporations. 

The  paper  money  system,  and  its  natural  associ- 
ates, monopoly  and  exclusive  privileges,  have  alrea- 
dy struck  their  roots  deep  in  the  soil;  and  it  will 
require  all  your  efforts  to  check  its  further  growth, 
and  to  eradicate  the  evil.  The  men  who  profit  by 
the  abuses,  and  desire  to  perpetuate  them,  will  con- 
tinue to  besiege  the  halls  of  legislation  in  the  gene- 
ral government  as  well  as  in  the  states,  and  will 
seek,  by  every  artifice,  to  mislead  and  deceive  the 
public  servants.  It  is  to  yourselves  that  you  must 
look  for  safety,  and  the  means  of  guarding  and  per- 
petuating your  free  institutions.  In  your  hands 
is  rightfully  placed  the  sovereignty  of  the  country, 
and  to  you  every  one  placed  in  authority  is  ulti- 
mately responsible.  It  is  always  in  your  power  to 
see  that  the  wishes  of  the  people  are  carried  into 
faithful  execution,  and  their  will,  when  once  made 
known,  must  sooner  or  later  be  obeyed.  And 
while  the  people  remain,  as  I trust  they  ever  will, 
uncorrupted  and  incorruptible,  and  continue  watch- 
ful and  jealous  of  their  rights,  the  government  is 
safe,  and  the  cause  of  freedom  will  continue  to 
triumph  over  all  its  enemies. 

But  it  will  require  steady  and  persevering  exer- 
tions on  your  part  to  rid  yourselves  of  the  iniqui- 
ties and  mischiefs  of  the  paper  system,  and  to  check 
the  spirit  of  monopoly  and  other  abuses  which 
have  sprung  up  with  it,  and  of  which  it  is  the  main 
support.  So  many  interests  are  united  to  resist  all 
reform  on  this  subject,  that  you  must  not  hope  the 
conflict  will  be  a short  one,  nor  success  easy.  My 
humble  efforts  have  not  been  spared,  during  my  ad- 
ministration of  the  government,  to  restore  the  con- 
stitutional currency  of  gold  and  silver;  and  some- 


thing, I trust,  has  been  done  towards  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  most  desirable  object.  But  enough 
yet  remains  to  require  all  your  energy  and  perse- 
verance. The  power,  however,  is  in  your  hands, 
and  the  remedy  must  and  will  be  applied,  if  you 
determine  upon  it. 

While  I am  thus  endeavoring  to  press  upon  your 
attention  the  principles  which  I deem  of  vital  im- 
portance in  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  country, 
I ought  not  to  pass  over,  without  notice,  the  im- 
portant considerations  which  should  govern  your 
policy  towards  foreign  powers.  It  is,  unquestion- 
ably, our  true  interest  to  cultivate  the  most  friendly 
understanding  with  every  nation,  and  to  avoid,  by 
every  honorable  means,  the  calamities  of  war;  and 
we  shall  best  attain  this  object  by  frankness  and 
sincerity  in  our  foreign  intercourse,  by  the  prompt 
and  faithful  execution  of  treaties,  and  by  justice 
and  impartially  in  our  conduct  to  all.  But  no  na- 
tion, however  desirous  of  peace,  can  hope  to  escape 
occasional  collisions  with  other  powers;  and  the 
soundest  dictates  of  policy  require  that  we  should 
place  ourselves  in  a condition  to  assert  our  rights, 
if  a resort  to  force  should  ever  become  necessary. 
Our  local  situation,  our  long  line  of  seacoast,  in- 
dented by  numerous  bays,  with  deep  rivers  opening 
into  the  interior,  as  well  as  our  extended  and  still 
increasing  commerce,  point  to  the  navy  as  our  na- 
tural means  of  defence.  It  will,  in  the  end,  be 
found  to  be  the  cheapest  and  most  effectual;  and 
now  is  the  time,  in  a season  of  peace,  and  with  an 
overflowing  revenue,  that  we  can,  year  after  year, 
add  to  its  strength,  without  increasing  the  burdens 
of  the  people.  It  is  your  true  policy.  For  your 
navy  will  not  only  protect  your  rich  and  flourishing 
commerce  in  distant  seas,  but  will  enable  you  to 
reach  and  annoy  the  enemy,  and  will  give  to  de- 
fence its  greatest  efficiency,  hy  meeting  danger  at 
a distance  from  home.  It  is  impossible,  by  any 
line  of  fortifications,  to  guard  every  point  from  at- 
tack against  a hostile  force  advancing  from  the 
ocean  and  selecting  its  object:  but  they  are  indis- 
pensable to  protect  cities  from  bombardment;  dock 
yards  and  naval  arsenals  from  destruction;  to  give 
shelter  to  merchant  vessels  in  time  of  war,  and  to 
single  ships  or  weaker  squadrons  when  pressed  by 
superior  force.  Fortifications  of  this  description 
cannot  be  too  soon  completed  and  armed,  and  placed 
in  a condition  of  the  most  perfect  preparation. — 
The  abundant  means  we  now  possess  cannot  be  ap- 
plied in  any  manner  more  useful  to  the  country; 
and  when  this  is  done,  and  our  naval  force  suffi- 
ciently strengthened,  and  our  militia  armed,  we 
need  not  fear  that  any  nation  will  wantonly  insult 
us,  or  needlessly  provoke  hostilities,  We  shall 
more  certainly  preserve  peace,  when  it  is  well  un- 
derstood that  we  are  prepared  for  war. 

In  presenting  to  you,  may  fellow  citizens,  these 
parting  counsels,  I have  brought  before  you  the 
leading  principles  upon  which  I endeavored  to  ad- 
minister the  government  in  the  high  office  with 
which  you  twice  honored  me.  Knowing  that  the 
path  of  freedom  is  continually  beset  by  enemies, 
who  often  assume  the  disguise  of  friends,  I have 
devoted  the  last  hours  of  my  public  life  to  warn 
you  of  the  dangers.  The  progress  of  the  United 
States,  under  our  free  and  happy  institutions,  has 
surpassed  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  the  founders 
of  the  republic.  Our  growth  has  been  rapid  be- 
yond all  former  example,  in  numbers,  in  wealth, 
in  knowledge  and  all  the  useful  arts  which  con- 
tribute to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  man; 
and  from  the  earliest  ages  of  history  to  the  pre- 
sent day,  there  never  have  been  thirteen  millions  of 
people  associated  together  in  one  political  body 
who  enjoyed  so  much  freedom  and  happiness  as 
the  people  of  these  United  States.  You  have  no 
longer  any  cause  to  fear  danger  from  abroad;  your 
strength  and  power  are  well  known  throughout 
the  civilized  W'orld,  as  well  as  the  high  and  gallant 
bearing  of  your  sons.  It  is  from  within,  among 
yourselves,  from  cupidity,  from  corruption,  from 
disappointed  ambition,  and  inordinate  thirst  for 
power,  that  factions  will  be  formed  and  liberty 
endangered.  It  is  against  such  designs,  whatever 
disguise  the  actors  may  assume,  that  you  have 
especially  to  guard  yourselves.  You  have  the 
highest  of  human  trusts  committed  to  your  care. 
Providence  has  showered  on  this  favored  land 
blessings  without  number,  and  has  chosen  you  as 
the  guardians  of  freedom  to  preserve  it  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  human  race.  May  He  who  holds  in 
hands  the  destinies  of  nations,  make  you  worthy 
of  the  favors  he  has  bestowed,  and  enable  you, 
with  pure  hearts  and  pure  hands,  and  sleepless 
vigilance,  to  guard  and  defend,  to  the  end  of  time, 
the  great  charge  he  has  committed  to  your  keeping. 

My  own  race  is  nearly  run;  advanced  age  and 
failing  health  warn  me  that  before  long  I must 
pass  beyond  the  reach  of  human  events,  and  cease 
to  feel  the  vicissitudes  of  human  affairs.  I thank 


God  that  my  life  has  been  spent  in  a land  of  liberty, 
and  that  he  has  given  me  a heart  to  love  my  coun- 
try with  the  affection  of  a son.  And,  filled  with  gra- 
titude for  your  constant  and  unwavering  kindness, 
I bid  you  a last  and  affectionate  farewell. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

March  3.  Evening  session.  The  senate  met  af- 
ter recess. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  treasury 
and  post  office  departments;  which  were  laid  upon 
the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wall  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  he 
had  formerly  offered,  and  which  had  been  laid  upon 
the  table,  to  furnish  certain  books  for  the  use  of  each 
committee  room  of  the  senate.  Mr.  Hubbard  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  take  it 
up,  and  it  was  rejected — yeas  18,  nays  24. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  executive  business. 
When  the  doors  were  re-opened,  Mr.  Wright  was 
reporting  to  the  senate  that  the  committees  of  con- 
ference of  the  two  houses  on  the  amendment  to  the 
fortification  bill  had  met  and  conferred,  but  had 
been  able  to  come  to  no  agreement. 

A bill  for  the  more  equitable  administration  of 
the  pension  fund  was  received  from  the  house  with 
amendments.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard,  it  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

The  harbor  bill  was  received,  with  several  amend- 
ments, and  referred  to  the  committee  on  commerce. 
Mr.  Davis,  from  that  committee,  reported  the  bill 
to  the  senate,  recommending  a concurrence  in  the 
amendments.  Mr.  Strange  opposed  the  amend- 
ments on  constitutional  grounds,  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered.  Mr.  Linn  re- 
plied, explained  and  advocated  the  concurrence. 
Mr.  Strange  insisted  on  his  objection,  and  com- 
plained that  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  should  be 
made  by  this  legislation  to  swallow  up  all  the  bounty 
of  the  government.  Mr.  Davis  advocated  the  amend- 
ments, the  details  of  which  he  explained  and  de- 
fended seriatim,  and  pressed  a concurrence.  The 
vote  was  then  taken,  and  resulted  as.  follows:  for 
concurrence  21,  against  it  11.  So  the  amendments 
to  the  harbor  bill  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Rives,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
reported  a recommendation  that  the  senate  disagree 
to  the  amendments  from  the  bouse  of  representa- 
tives to  the  bill  for  the  more  equitable  adminis- 
tration of  the  navy  pension  fund.  Mr.  Rives  ex- 
plained the  ground  of  the  recommendation.  The 
bill  of  the  senate  went  to  raise  the  pension  of  the 
widows  of  officers  before  March,  1835,  to  the  level 
of  those  since  that  date,  while  the  amendment  of  the 
house  proposed  to  cut  down  the  pensions  since 
1835  to  the  level  of  those  before  that  time. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  as- 
sented to,  and  the  senate  disagreed  to  the  amend- 
ment from  the  house. 

Mr.  Linn  moved  that  ladies  be  admitted  to  the 
lobby  of  the  senate  on  the  4th  inst.  Mr.  Grundy 
suggested  that  all  such  ladies  as  took  their  seats  in 
this  chamber  must  relinquish  all  hope  of  reaching 
the  eastern  portico  so  as  to  be  present  at  the  inau- 
guration, since  the  intervening  crowd  would  render 
it  physieally  impossible.  The  resolution  requiring 
unanimous  consent,  and  objection  being  interposed, 
it  was  lost. 

Mr.  Linn  again  offered  his  resolution  for  the  ad- 
mission of  ladies  to  the  lobby  to-morrow,  and  no 
objection  being  now  made,  it  was  agreed  to. 

A message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, informing  the  senate  that  the  house  ad- 
hered to  its  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the 
senate  to  the  fortification  bill.  Mr.  Wright  there- 
upon moved  that  the  senate  adhere  to  its  amend- 
ment. On  this  motion  an  animated  and  highly  in- 
teresting debate  arose,  in  which  Mr.  Calhoun  and 
Mr.  Webster  opposed,  Mr.  Benton  and  Mr.  Walker 
advocated,  Mr.  Ewing  and  Mr.  Davis  further  re- 
sisted, and  Mr.  Wright  briefly  defended  the  motion 
for  adherence.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr. 
Wright  made  some  remarks,  which,  Mr.  Clay  un- 
derstanding to  contain  a reflection  on  the  house  of 
representatives,  called  him  to  order.  Mr.  Wright 
explained,  and  the  chair  pronounced  him  not  to 
have  been  out  of  order.  Mr.  Clay  took  an  appeal, 
which  resulted  in  sustaining  the  decision  of  the' 
chair — ayes  26,  nays  10.  Mr.  Wright  then  resum- 
ed and  concluded  his  remarks.  Mr.  Clay  respond- 
ed with  great  warmth,  commenting  with  severity 
on  the  course  of  the  last  administration,  and  pro- 
nouncing a most  animated  eulogium  on  the  house 
of  representatives  for  their  recent  acts,  defeatin'* 
the  land  bill,  voting  for  a further  distribution  of  the 
surplus  money  in  the  treasury  among  the  states, 
&c.  Mr.  Wright  made  a very  brief  and  cool  reply, 
to  which  Mr.  Clay  rejoined.  Mr.  Cuihbert  then  re- 
plied to  Mr.  Clay,  reminding  him  of  former  charges 
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urged  by  himself  against  the  other  house  for  servili- 
ty in  the  matter  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
&c.  Mr.  Clay  responded,  and  Mr.  Cuthbert  rejoin- 
ed, when  the  question  being  at  length  put,  the  se- 
nate resolved  to  adhere  by  the  vote  below:  [which, 
of  course,  terminated  ail  further  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  houses  on  the  question  between 
them:] 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Page,  Parker,  Hives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright — 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hendricks, 
Kent,  Knight,  McKean,  Moore,  Morris,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Robbins,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tip- 
ton,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White — 23. 

The  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  spent  some 
time  in  executive  business. 

On  re-opening  of  the  doors,  they  were  engaged  in 
passing  on  a resolution  granting  $ 250  to  John  Ja- 
mieson, who  had  this  day  sustained  a severe  bodily 
injury,  (by  a fall  from  his  horse),  in  the  discharge 
of  his  public  duty  as  a messenger  of  the  senate. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  usual  messages  were  interchanged  between 
the  two  houses,  and  between  them  and  the  presi- 
dent; and,  after  the  return  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  president, 

The  senate  adjourned  sine  die. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  March  3.  Evening  session.  The  com- 
mittee resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the 
senate  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  judicial  system 
of  the  United  States. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Robertson,  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  all  af- 
ter the  enacting  clause,  and  substituting  a bill  re- 
ported at  the  last  session  of  congress.  [Which  sub- 
stitute provides  that  there  shall  be  eight  judges  of 
the  supreme  court,  instead  of  nine,  as  proposed  in 
this  bill.] 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Thomas,  Ro- 
bertson, Hoar  and  Bell,  the  question  was  taken,  and 
the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Anthony  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  provi- 
ding for  the  holding  of  a court  at  Williamsport,  on 
the  second  Monday  in  June  and  last  Monday  in  Sep- 
tember, annually.  Rejected.  Mr.  Garland,  of 
Louisiana,  submitted  some  remarks,  as  introductory 
to  an  amendment  which  he  offered,  providing  for  a 
change  in  the  circuit;  which  was  rejected.  Mr. 
Garland  then  offered  another  amendment,  providing 
for  the  appointment  of  a judge  of  the  district  court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  western  district  of  Lou- 
isiana, to  reside  permanently  in  said  district,  at  a 
salary  of  $2,000  a year.  Rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sutherland,,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  to  the  house  the  harbor  bill  and  the  bill 
last  before  the  committee;  and  the  question  first  pend- 
ing was  on  concurring  with  the  committee  of  the 
whole  in  their  amendments  made  to  the  amendments 
of  the  senate  to  the  harbor  bill. 

The  amendments  of  the  senate,  as  amended  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  were  concurred  in. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  bill  in  relation  to  the 
judiciary  system  of  the  United  States,  the  question 
being  on  its  engrossment.  Mr.  Hawes  demanded 
the  previous  question;  which  the  hous«  seconded, 
ayes  111,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  ordering  the  main  question;  which  were  re- 
fused. The  house  determined  that  the  main  Ques- 
tion should  be  now  taken.  It  was  taken  and  carri- 
ed; and  having^  been  ordered  to  a third  reading  at 
this  time,  the  bill  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKennan,  the  amendment  of 
the  senate  to  the  Cumberland  road  bill  was  concur- 
red in.  Mr.  Lane  moved  that  a committee  of  con- 
ference be  appointed  to  meet  the  committee  of  con- 
ference on  the  part  of  this  house  on  the  subject  of 
the  disagreement  to  the  amendment  on  the  fortifica- 
tion bill  Mr.  McKennan  appealed  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  as  a matter  of  courtesy  to  the  gentle- 
man  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell),  to  withdraw  his 
motion.  Mr.  Lane  withdrew  the  motion.  Mr.  Bell 
renewed  it,  and  a committee  of  conference  was  ap- 
pointed. r 

The  committee  consists  of  Messrs.  Bell,  Cambre- 
leng  and  Lawrence. . 

[A  vote  of  thanks  was  here  passed  to  the  speaker 
tor  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  the  duties  of 
the  chair;  to  which,  at  the  moment  of  adjournment, 
he  responded  in  a proper  address,  which  is  inserted 
below.] 

The  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sutherland,  resolv- 
ed itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 


the  union,  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  building  light  houses, 
light  boats,  beacon  lights,  buoys,  and  mailing  sur- 
veys for  the  year  1837. 

The  bill  was  considered  therein,  and  several 
amendments  were  offered  and  rejected.  Mr.  Dun- 
lap moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause.  After 
some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Dunlap,  D.  J.  Pearce 
and  Underwood,  the  question  was  taken,  and  the 
amendment  was  rejected.  The  bill  was  laid  aside. 

The  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  took  up 
the  bill  from  the  senate  entitled  “an  act  to  increase 
the  present  military  establishment  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes.” 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Hawes  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  a 
proviso,  that  no  officer  shall  be  appointed  who  has 
been  a graduate  of  the  West  Point  Academy:  [to 
come  in  at  the  end  of  the  bill.]  After  some  remarks 
from  Mr.  Halves,  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  the 
speaker  resumed  his  seat,  to  receive  a report  from  the 
committee  on  enrolled  bills.  After  which,  by  ge- 
neral consent,  the  house  agreed  to  receive  a report 
from  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  subject  of 
the  fortification  bill. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
part  of  this  house  to  meet  a similar  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  senate  on  their  motion,  on  the  sub- 
lect  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  houses  in 
relation  to  the  amendment  of  the  senate  proposing 
to  strike  from  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  cer- 
tain fortifications  for  the  year  1837,  and  for  other 
purposes,  that  clause  of  the  bill  which  proposed  to 
distribute  the  surplus  revenue  which  might  remain 
in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the  1st  of 
January  next,  reserving  $5,000,000,  reported  that 
the  two  committees  had  met,  but  had  come  to  no 
agreement.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  reported  this  fact  to 
the  house,  in  accordance  with  what  he  felt  to  be  his 
duty,  that  the  house  might  take  such  other  steps  at 
this  stage  of  the  proceedings  as  they  might  think 
proper.  He  moved  thatthe  house  adhere  to  its  dis- 
agreement to  the  amendment  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Halves  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
motion;  which  were  ordered.  Mr.  Cave  Johnson 
moved  that  the  house  recede  from  its  disagreement, 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  order- 
ed. The  chair  said  the  motion  to  recede  wmuld 
take  precedence  over  the  motion  to  adhere. 

And  the  question,  on  the  motion  to  recede,  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale, 
Beaumont,  Bockee,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Cambreleng, 
Chapin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cushman,  Double- 
day, Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Farlin,  Fowler,  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  J.  Garland,  Grantland,  Haley,  Joseph 
Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Flaw- 
kins,  Holt,  Howard,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ing- 
ham, Jarvis,  C.  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin 
Jones,  Lansing,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee, 
Leonard,  Loyall,  Lucas,  A.  Mann,  Wm.  Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim  McLene, 
Miller,  Muhlenburg,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Pat- 
ton, Franklin  Pierce,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  Pinck- 
ney, Jos.  Reynolds,  Rogers,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson, 
Terrill,  Vanderpoel,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Thomas  T. 
Whittlesey,  Wise,  Yell — 78. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen, 
Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon, 
Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  John  Chambers,  Childs, 
N.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crane, 
Cushing,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Eve- 
rett, Forester,  French,  Rice  Garland,  Graham, 
Granger,  Graves,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall, 
Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrison, 
Hawes,  Hazeltine,  Heister,  Herod,  Hopkins,  How- 
ell, Hunt,  Ingersoll,  Janes,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  Kil- 
gore, Lane,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lee,  Lewis,  Lin- 
coln, Love,  Lyon,  J.  Mann,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May, 
McCarty,  McComas,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milli- 
gan, Montgomery,  Parker,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pear- 
son, Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts, 
Reed,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Robert- 
son, Wm.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Stan- 
defer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thompson, 
Turner,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Washington,  White, 
E.  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  S.  Williams — 97. 

So  the  house  refused  to  recede  from  their  disagree- 
ment. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  adhere, 
some  remarks  were  submitted  by  Messrs.  Cambre- 
leng, Granger,  Bell,  Adams,  Peyton,  Vanderpoel 
and  Lane.  When  Mr.  A.  Mann  moved  the  previous 
question;  which  the  house  seconded;  ayes  135.  Mr. 
Hamer  inquired  what  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
motion  to  adhere.  The  chair  said,  if  both  houses 
adhere,  the  bill  was  lost.  And  the  question  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen, 
Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bunch, 


John  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter, 
Casey,  George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Childs, 
N.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crane, 
Cushing,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans, 
Everett,  Forester,  Fowler,  French,  Rice  Garland, 
Graham,  Granger,  Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Grif- 
fin, Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Hawes,  Hazeltine,  Heister,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hopkins, 
Howell,  Hunt,  Ingersoll,  W.  Jackson,  Janes,  Henry 
Johnson,  Kilgore,  Lawrence,  Lay,  T.  Lee,  Luke 
Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  J.  Mann,  S.  Ma- 
son, Maury,  May,  McCarty,  McComas,  McKennan, 
McLene,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Parker, 
J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phillips, 
Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds, 
Richardson,  Robertson,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.H.  Shep- 
perd, Slade,  Standefer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Talia- 
ferro, Waddy  Thompson,  Turner,  Underwood,  Vin- 
ton, Washington,  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Wil- 
liams, S.  Williams — 106. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beau- 
mont, Black,  Bockee,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Burns,  Bynum, 
Cambreleng,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Craig,  Cramer, 
Crary,  Cushman,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap, 
Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fuller,  James  Garland,  Gholson, 
Glascock,  Grantland,  Haley,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  A. 
G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Howard, 
Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jenifer, 
Cave  Johnson,  John  AV.  Jones,  Kennon,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Lawler,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan, 
Loyall,  Lucas,  A.  Mann,  Martin,  Wm.  Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  Miller, 
Muhlenberg,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton,  F. 
Pierce,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Jos.  Rey- 
nolds, Rogers,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel, 
AVagener,  AVard,  AA'ardwell,  Webster,  Thomas  T. 
Whittlesey,  AVise,  Yell — 87. 

So  the  house  adhered  to  its  disagreement. 

The  chairman  having  resumed  his  seat  in  com- 
mittee, the  bill  for  the  increase  of  the  army  again 
coming  up,  Mr.  Hawes  moved  that,  as  the  bill 
would  evidently  create  a long  debate,  it  be  laid 
aside  for  the  present;  which  motion  prevailed:  ayes 
80,  noes  44.  So  the  bill  was  laid  aside. 

After  the  lapse  of  some  time,  Mr.  Smith,  from 
the  joint  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  pre- 
sident and  inform  him  that  unless  he  had  some 
further  communication  to  make,  the  two  houses 
were  ready  to  adjourn,  returned  and  reported  that 
the  committee  had  performed  their  duty,  and  that 
they  had  received  for  answer  that  the  president  had 
no  further  communication  to  make,  except  to  state 
that,  in  closing  his  connexion  with  the  members 
of  this  congress,  he  expresses  his  fervent  wishes 
for  their  prosperity  and  happiness  in  this  life,  and 
for  their  eternal  happiness  in  the  life  to  come. 

Mr.  Patton,  thereupon,  moved  that  the  house  ad- 
journ; which  motion  prevailed. 

Whereupon  the  speaker  arose  and  addressed  the 
house  as  follows: 

Gentlemen:  The  twenty-fourth  congress  has 
now  closed  its  deliberations;  and,  being  about  to  be 
dissolved,  I seize  the  moment  of  our  separation  to 
return  to  this  house  my  profound  acknowledgments 
for  the  many  evidences  I have  had  of  your  indul- 
gent kindness,  and  generous  confidence  and  sup- 
port, during  the  period  I have  presided  over  your 
deliberations;  but  more  especially  do  I return  to 
you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  vote  you  have  been 
pleased  this  day  to  pass,  approving  my  official  con- 
duct in  the  chair.  No  language,  gentlemen,  can 
adequately  convey  the  deep  sense  of  gratitude 
which  this  testimonial  of  your  good  opinion  has  ex- 
cited in  my  breast.  The  gratification  w'hich  it  has 
afforded  is  the  greater,  because  the  resolution  which 
you  have  passed  conveys  the  voluntary  and  delibe- 
rately expressed  opinions  of  gentlemen,  with  many 
of  whom  I have  been  long  associated  here;  all  of 
whom  have  been  the  eye-witnesses  of  my  conduct 
as  the  presiding  officer  of  this  house,  and  whose 
friendship,  esteem  and  confidence,  I shall  cherish  to 
the  latest  hour  of  my  life. 

I entered  upon  the  duties  of  this  high  station 
with  a full  sense  of  the  responsibility  which  must 
often  devolve  upon  me,  and  with  the  fixed  purpose, 
if  I know  my  own  heart,  so  to  discharge  those  du- 
ties as  to  merit  the  respect  and  good  opinion  of  this 
house,  and  the  approbation  of  the  country.  I have 
had  no  other  desire,  than  that  the  rules  and  parlia- 
mentary laws,  by  which  our  proceedings  are  regu- 
lated, should  be  properly  expounded  and  correctly 
administered.  It  is  due  to  candor  to  say,  that  the 
steady  and  unwavering  support  which  you  have 
upon  all  occasions  given  me  has  alone  enabled  me, 
successfully,  to  discharge  the  duties  assigned  me. 
The  anxiety  and  solicitude  which  I have  often  felt, 
and  especially  in  seasons  of  great  political  excite- 
ment, from  which  our  deliberations  have  not  been 
exempt,  to  perform  my  duty,  not  only  with  faithful- 
ness, but  acceptably  to  the  house  and  to  the  coun- 
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try,  can  be  known  and  appreciated  only  by  him 
who  has  filled  this  chair. 

Amidst  the  embarrassments  and  difficulties  which 
have  often  surrounded  me,  it  has  given  me  pleasure, 
upon  all  occasions,  to  court  the  advice  and  correc- 
tion of  the  house  if  I erred;  and  it  is  a source  of 
the  highest  gratification  to  me  to  know  that,  upon 
the  numerous  occasions  when  the  house  has  been 
appealed  to,  to  affirm  or  reverse  the  olficial  decisions 
which  it  was  my  duty  to  make,  you  have  promptly 
given  me  your  support.  I am  not  vain  enough  to 
believe  that  I have  passed  through  the  many  trying 
occasions  which  have  occurred,  in  the  course  of 
our  deliberations,  during  which  many  difficult,  and 
often  novel,  questions  of  parliamentary  law  and 
practice  have  been  suddenly  presented  for  instanta- 
neous decision,  without  having  often  fallen  into  er- 
ror. If,  however,  I have  erred,  I trust  it  has  not 
been  on  points  material;  I know  it  has  not  been  in- 
tentional; and  the  approbation  of  my  official  con- 
duct which  you  have  this  day  expressed,  affords  the 
highest  proof  that  you  have  generously  overlooked 
my  errors,  and  done  more  than  justice  to  the  un- 
wearied efforts  I have  made  to  merit  your  good  opi- 
nion, and,  so  far  as  depended  on  my  official  acts,  to 
promote  the  interests  of  our  constituents. 

If,  gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  our  deliberations, 
as  the  representatives  of  the  nation,  there  has  been 
occasional  excitement  or  feeling,  growing  out  of 
political  collisions,  the  natural  offspring  of  honest 
differences  of  opinion,  now,  that  we  are  about  to 
separate,  many  of  us  never  again  to  meet  in  this  hall, 
or  “this  side  the  grave,”  may  we  not  hope  that  all 
recollection  of  unpleasant  incidents  that  are  passed 
may  be  forgotten,  and  that  each  one  of  us,  what- 
ever may  be  his  future  destiny,  may  devote  himself 
to  the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  our 
country.  In  taking  leave  of  you,  gentlemen,  I 
wish  you  a safe  return  to  your  families  and  friends, 
and  my  prayer  is,  that  the  blessings  of  an  overrul- 
ing Providence  may  rest  upon  all. 

And  now  it  only  remains  for  me  to  perform  the 
the  last  duty  assigned  me,  by  the  adjournment  of 
this  house;  and,  accordingly,  I announce  that  this 
house  stands  adjourned  without  day. 

And  thereupon  the  house,  at  2 o’clock,  A.  M. 
adjourned  sine  die.  ’» 

EXTRA  SESSION  OF  THE  SENATE  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 

“The  president  of  the  United  States, 

“To  senator  for  the  state  of . 

“By  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  me  by  the  con- 
stitution, I hereby  convene  the  senate  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  meet,  in  the  senate  chamber,  on  the 
4th  day  of  March  next,  at  10  o’clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, to  receive  any  communication  the  president 
of  the  United  States  may  think  it  his  duty  to  make. 

“ANDREW  JACKSON. 

“ December  20,  1836.” 

In  conformity  with  the  above  recited  summons 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  the  senate 
assembled  in  their  chamber  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton. 

Present:  Richard  M.  Johnson,  vice  president  of 
the  United  States  and  president  of  the  senate,  and 
every  senator  from  every  state  in  the  union,  except 
one,  (Mr.  McKinley,  of  Alabama),  being  fifty-one 
in  number. 

The  new  members  present  were — From  Indiana, 
Oliver  H.  Smith;  Illinois,  Richard  M.  Young;  Ohio, 
William  Allen;  Maine,  Reuel  Williams;  New  Hamp- 
shire, Franklin  Pierce;  Connecticut,  Perry  Smith. 

Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  vice  president 
elect  of  the  United  States  was  then  conducted  to 
the  secretary’s  table  of  the  senate  by  Mr.  Grundy, 
and  the  oath  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  having  been  administered  to  him,  Mr. 
King  vacated  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Johnson  took  his 
seat  as  vice  president  of  the  United  States  and  pre- 
sident of  the  senate.  The  following  were  his  re- 
marks on  the  occasion: 

Gentlemen  of  the  senate:  In  entering  upon 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  presiding  officer 
of  this  body,  the  necessity  of  addressing  its  mem- 
bers has  been  very  much  lessened,  if  not  supersed- 
ed, by  the  opportunity  afforded  me  of  presenting 
some  of  my  sentiments  when  I accepted  the  situa- 
tion. 

I cannot,  however,  permit  the  present  occasion  to 
pass  without  again  tendering  to  you  my  grateful 
acknowledgments  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me 
by  your  choice. 

There  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  upon  this  globe,  a 
legislature  body  more  respectable  and  more  exalted 
in  character,  than  the  senate  of  the  United  States; 
and  there  is  not,  perhaps,  a deliberative  assembly  ex- 
isting where  the  presiding  officer  has  less  difficulty 
in  preserving  order.  This  facility  is  attributable 
principally  to  two  causes:  the  intelligence  and  pa- 
triotism of  the  members  who  compose  the  body,  and 


that  personal  respect  and  courtesy  which  have  al- 
ways been  extended  from  one  member  to  another 
in  its  deliberations.  These  qualities  have  a tenden- 
cy to  produce  a unity  of  design,  and  a mutual  con- 
fidence, in  the  ultimate  object  of  all,  whatever  dif- 
ference of  opinion  may  exist  in  relation  to  the 
means  of  gaining  the  common  end;  and  inculcate 
that  sentiment  of  equality  among  the  members 
which  constitutes  the  essential  principle  of  our  free 
institutions,  and  which  will  never  cease  to  animate 
a body  so  enlightened  as  this.  These  reflections 
have  mitigated  the  intense  anxiety  of  mind,  and 
well-founded  apprehensions,  arising  from  a con- 
sciousness of  my  own  deficiency  of  qualifications  to 
preside  over  this  elevated  body. 

In  the  exercises  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  me 
by  the  constitution,  it  shall  be  my  effort  to  pursue 
that  course  of  conduct  which  has  recommended  me 
to  the  consideration  of  my  fellow-citizens — a faith- 
ful discharge  of  my  public  duties  to  the  extent  of  my 
abilities,  and  in  a manner  that  shall  seem  best  cal- 
culated to  give  satisfaction  to  all.  Contemplating 
the  duties  and  ceremonies  of  this  day,  It  might  be 
considered  improper  in  me  to  consume  any  more  of 
your  time  by  adverting  to  other  subjects,  however 
relevant  to  the  new  position  which  I now  occupy. 
I shall  therefore  close  my  remarks  by  informing  the 
senate  that  I am  now  ready  to  proceed  with  the 
business  for  which  we  are  assembled. 

The  vice  president  at  the  close  of  his  address  ad- 
ministered tne  usual  oath  to  the  new  senators,  and 
those  old  ones  re-elected,  except  Mr.  Sevier,  of  Ar- 
kansas, the  consideration  of  whose  credentials  of 
appointment  Jby  the  governor,  (to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  his  own  term,)  was 
postponed  to  Monday. 

March  6.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  wait 
on  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  notify 
him  that  the  senate  > is  assembled,'  and  .ready  to  re- 
ceive any  coipwunfeahonsVhe  may- he  pleased  to 
make  to-thcjn.  ,“L  ’•  v*  1 i 3 , 

Mr.  jTPJmti'dge' a.ni  Mr.  Crittenden  were  appoint-, 
ed,  accordingly.  ’ T 

" Jibe'  Credentials  of  Mr.  Sevier,  appointed  as  a se- 
jvai'or  from  Arkansas,!  v’eqp  rdferrpd  to.tbe  committee 
.on  the  judiciary  (renewed  aS  of)  thg  l^t  session). 

Mr.  Tallmadge,  from'1  the’  above  committee  to 
wait  on  the  president  of  the  United  States,  reported 
that  they  had  performed  that  duty,  and  the  president 
had  replied  that  he  would  make  a communication 
to  the  senate  to-morrow.  After  some  time  spent  on 
executive  business,  the  senate  adjourned  till  to- 
morrow. 

March  7.  The  vice  president  of  the  United  States 
having  withdrawn,  according  to  usage,  to  allow  of 
the  choice  of  a president  pro  tern,  before  the  ad- 
journment, the  senate  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a 
president  pro  tempore,  and  the  balloting  resulted  in 
the  election  of  William  R.  King,  of  Alabama,  to 
that  honorable  station. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  judiciary  committee,  re- 
ported that  the  honorable  Ambrose  IJ.  Sevier  is  enti- 
tled to  his  seat  as  a senator  from  Arkansas  under 
the  executive  appointment  of  the  17th  of  January, 
1837,  and  that  he  now  have  the  oath  of  office  ac- 
cordingly administered  to  him. 

The  senate  spent  some  time  in  executive  busi- 
ness, during  which  a number  of  nominations  made 
to  it  were  confirmed. 

March  8.  The  report  of  the  judiciary  committee 
was  delivered,  and  on  the  question  of  agreeing  to 
it,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Connecti- 
cut, Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Wright,  Young 
—26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay,  Critten- 
den, Davis,  Kent,  King,  of  Ala.  King,  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  McKean,  Morris,  Mouton,  Prentiss,  Rob- 
bins, Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  Webster, 
Williams — 19. 

Mr.  Sevier  then  appeared,  and  took  the  oath. 

On  Thursday  the  senate  was  engaged  in  execu- 
tive business  till  past  4 o’clock,  and  then  adjourned 
to  meet  at  10  o’clock  on  yesterday. 

[The  nominations  confirmed  in  the  executive 
sittings  are  inserted  on  the  first  page.] 


LIST  OF  ACTS 

passed  at  the  second  session  of  the  twen- 
ty-fourth congress. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  government  for  the  year 
1837. 

An  act  authorising  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to 
place  the  name  of  Dr.  John  P.  Briggs  on  the  army 
pension  roll. 


An  act  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Emp- 
son  Hamilton. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling 
treaty  stipulations  with  the  various  Indian  tribes, 
for  the  year  1837. 

An  act  to  grant  to  the  Atchafalaya  rail  road  and 
banking  company  the  right  of  way  through  the  pub- 
lic lands  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Potomac  Fire 
Insurance  company  of  Georgetown. 

An  act  to  change  the  title  of  certain  officers  of 
the  navy. 

An  act  further  to  amend  the  act  incorporating  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  ser- 
vice for  the  year  1837. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  horses  arid 
other  property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of 
the  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  for  the  year  1837. 

An  act  to  change  the  name  of  the  collection  dis- 
trict of  Dighton,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  to 
Fall  River,  and  other  purposes. 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  “an  act 
establishing  a mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the 
United  States.” 

An  act  to  authorise  certain  rail  road  companies  to 
construct  rail  roadj  through  the  public  lands  in  the 
territory  of  Florida. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  army  for  the  year  1837. 

An  act  to  regulate,  in  certain  cases,  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  lands  ceded  by  Indian  tribes 
to  the  United  States. 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  Indian  hostilities. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “an  act  to  es- 
tablish branches  of  the  mint  of  the  United  States,” 
passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1835. 

,An  act  to  admit  the  state  of  Michigan  into  the 
(uj'.iop  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states. 
t At}  ryct  to  extend  the  limits  of  the  port  of  New 
Orleans. 

Art  act  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district 
court  of  t'he  United  States  for  the  district  of  Ar- 
kansas. 

An  act  to  suspend  certain  provisoes  of  “an  act  to 
alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties 
on  imports,”  approved  the  fourteenth  day  of  July, 
1832. 

An  act  respecting  discriminating  duties  upon 
Dutch  and  Belgian  vessels  and  their  cargoes. 

An  act  making  an  additional  appropriation  for  the 
suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  lor  the  year  1837. 

’An  act  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  military 
academy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1837. 

An  act  to  provide  for  certain  harbors,  and  for  the 
removal  of  obstructions  in  and  at  the  months  of  cer- 
tain rivers,  and  for  other  purposes,  during  the  year 
1837. 

An  act  to  provide  for  continuing  the  construction 
and  repair  of  certain  roads,  and  for  other  purposes, 
during  the  year  1837. 

An  act  to  authorise  the  New  Orleans  and  Carroll- 
ton rail  road  to  construct  a rail  road  from  Carrollton 
to  the  town  of  Bayou  Sara,  in  the  state  of  Louisia- 
na. 

An  act  granting  a pension  to  Wm.  C.  Beard,  late 
a captain  in  the  United  States  army. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “an  act  for  lay- 
ing off  the  towns  of  Fort  Madison  and  Burlington, 
in  the  county  ofDes  Moines,  and  the  towns  of  Bel- 
leview,  Du  Buque,  and  Mineral  Point,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Iowa,  territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  for  other 
purposes,”  approved  July  2,  1836. 

An  act  to  authorise  and  sanction  the  sales  of  re- 
serves provided  for  Creek  Indians  in  the  treaty  of 
March  24,  1832,  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

An  act  explanatory  of  the  act  entitled  “an  act 
granting  half-pay  to  widows  and  orphans  where 
their  husbands  and  fathers  have  died  of  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes.” 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  building  light 
houses,  light  boats,  beacon  lights,  buoys  and  dolphins 
for  the  year  1837. 

An  act  concerning  pilots. 

An  act  for  the  more  equitable  administration  of 
the  navy  pension  fund. 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  “an  act 
to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States.” 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  enlistment  of  boys  for 
the  naval  service,  and  to  extend  the  term  of  the  en- 
listment of  seamen. 

An  act  to  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  compromise  the  claim  of  the  United  Stales  on  the 
Alleghany  bank  of  Pennsylvania. 
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An  act  to  extend  for  a longer  period  the  several 
acts  now  in  force  for  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent 
debtors  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  approved  the  2d  of  July, 
1836,  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Smith,  Lynn  McGhee 
and  Semoise,  Creek  Indians;  and  also  an  act,  pass- 
ed the  2d  of  July,  1836,  for  the  relief  of  Susan  Mar- 
low. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Howard  institution  of 
the  city  of  Washington. 

An  act  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Mi- 
chael Dragon  to  certain  tracts  of  land  therein  men- 
tioned. 

An  act  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
adjust  the  claims  to  reservations  of  land  under  the 
14th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1830  with  the  Choctaw 
Indians. 

An  act  to  continue  in  force  for  a limited  time  the 
act  entitled  “an  act  to  carry  into  effect  a conven- 
tion between  the  United  States  and  Spain.” 

An  act  to  continue  the  office  of  commissioner  of 
pensions. 

An  act  to  organize  the  several  fire  companies  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  Firemen’s  Insurance  company  of  Washington 
and  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  title  and 
final  disposition  of  the  four  reserved  sections  in  the 
tract  of  country  allotted  to  the  Tombeckbee  associ- 
ation for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of 
the  vine  and  olive. 

An  act  to  give  the  approval  and  confirmation  of 
congress  to  three  several  acts  of  the  legislative  as- 
sembly of  the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  incorporating 
banks. 

BELIEF  ACTS. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip  F.  Voorhees;  of 
Ebenezer  Breed;  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Isaac 
Williams,  deceased;  of  Henry  Lee;  of  H.  and  D. 
Cotheal,  of  New  York;  of  Charles  W.  Pickering;  of 
Jerah  Fenner;  of  David  Kilbourn;  of  James  Keytes; 
of  Norman  Holt;  of  John  E.  Wool;  of  Robert  P'., 
Letcher  and  Thomas  P.  Moore;  of  Andrew  KnoX; 
of  John  P.  Becker;  of  William  Christy;  ofErnd'ley) 
Kellock;  of  Alexander  Gibson;  of  John  Jeffers;, of 
Abigail  Appleton;  of  F.  A.  Parker;  of  Green.  .Pryor 
and  the  heirs  of  Peter  Pryor;  of  James  Brown  and 
John  Brown/half-breeds  of  the  Cherokee  nation  of 
Indians;  of  Peter  Harmony,  of  New  York;  of  Ca- 
tharine Myott;  of  George  Frazer  and  others;  of 
George  F.  Strother. 

JOINT  RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolution  to  authorise  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  Orange  H.  Dibble. 

Granting  a pension  to  Susan  Decatur,  widow  of 
the  late  Stephen  Decatur. 

Authorising  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  cor- 
rect a clerical  error  in  the  award  of  the  compiission- 
ers  under  the  treaty  with  France  of  1831. 

Directing  the  prompt  publication  of  the  annual 
statement  of  commerce  and  navigation. 

To  enable  the  postmaster  general  more  readily  to 
change  the  commencement  of  the  contract  year  in 
the  post  office  department. 

Authorising  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  re- 
ceive from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
Pennsylvania  charter,  payment  for  the  stock  of  the 
United  States  in  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States. 


THE  TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

From  ihe  Globe  of  the  8th  inst. 

Rf.asons  of  presidf.nt  Jackson  fob  not  acting 

DEFINITIVELY  ON  THE  BILL  ENTITLED  “AN  ACT 

DESIGNATING  AND  LIMITING  THE  FUNDS  RE- 
CEIVABLE FOR  THE  REVENUES  OF  THE  UNITED 

States. 

The  bill  from  the  senate,  entitled  “an  act  desig- 
nating and  limiting  the  funds  receivable  for  the  re- 
venues of  the  United  States,”  came  to  my  hands 
yesterday  at  2 o’clock,  P.  M.  On  perusing  it,  I 
found  its  provisions  so  complex  and  uncertain,  that 
I deemed  it  necessary  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the 
attorney  general  of  the  United  States  on  several  im- 
portant questions,  touching  its  construction  and  ef- 
fect, before  I could  decide  on  the  disposition  to  be 
made  of  it.  The  attorney  general  took  up  the  sub- 
ject immediately,  and  his  reply  was  reported  to  me 
this  day  at  5 o’clock,  P.  M.  As  this  officer,  after  a 
careful  and  laborious  examination  of  the  bill,  and  a 
distinct  expression  of  his  opinion  on  the  points  pro- 
posed to  him,  still  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
construction  of  the  bill,  should  it  become  a law, 
would  be  yet  asubject  of  much  perplexity  and  doubt, 
(a  view  of  the  bill  entirely  coincident  with  my  own), 
and  as  I cannot  think  it  proper,  in  a matter  of  such 
vital  interest,  and  of  such  constant  application,  to 
approve  a bill  so  liable  to  diversity  of  interpreta- 
tions, and  more  especially  as  I have  not  had  time, 
amid  the  duties  constantly  pressing  on  me,  to  give 
the  subject  that  deliberate  consideration  which  its 


importance  demands,  I am  constrained  to  retain  the 
bill,  without  acting  definitively  thereon;  and  to  the 
end  that  my  reasons  for  this  step  may  be  fully  un- 
derstood, I shall  cause  this  paper,  with  the  opinion 
of  the  attorney  general,  and  the  bill  in  question,  to 
be  deposited  in  the  department  of  state. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Washington , March  3d,  1837,  } before  12,  P.  M. 

Attorney  general’s  office,  March  3,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  several 
questions  proposed  to  me  by  you,  on  the  bill  which 
has  just  passed  the  two  houses  of  congress,  entitled 
“an  act  designating  and  limiting  the  funds  receivable 
for  the  revenues  of  the  United  States,”  and  which  is 
now  before  you  for  consideration.  These  questions 
may  be  arranged  under  three  general  heads,  and,  in 
that  order,  I shall  proceed  to  reply  to  them. 

“I.  Will  the  proposed  bill,  if  approved,  repeal  or 
alter  the  laws  now  in  force  designating  the  currency 
required  to  be  received  in  payment  of  the  public 
dues,  for  lands  or  otherwise? 

“ VV  ill  it  compel  the  treasury  officers  to  receive  the 
notes  of  specie  paying  banks,  having  the  character- 
istics described  in  Its  first  and  second  sections? 

“In  what  respect  does  it  differ  from,  and  how  far 
will  it  change,  the  joint  resolution  of  April  30, 1836?” 

Answer. — In  order  to  a correct  reply  to  this  ques- 
tion, and  indeed  to  any  other  question  arising  on  this 
obscurely  penned  bill,  we  must  first  obtain  a ge- 
neral view  of  all  its  provisions. 

The  first  section  requires  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury to  take  measures  for  collecting  the  public  reve- 
nue— first,  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States, 
(i.  e.  gold  and  silver),  or,  second,  in  the  notes  of 
such  specie  paying  banks  as  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
conform  to  certain  conditions  in  regard  to  small  bills, 
described  in  the  section.  This  section  does  not  ex- 
pressly give  the  secretary  power  to  direct  that  any 
particular  nefey  shcdl  be  received  for  lands  or  for  du- 
ties, bu't  itjvrbidg  the  receipt  of  ahy*paper  currency 
other  than1  such  bank  notes  as'ake  •described  in  the 
section;-  and  it  requires  the  secretary  to  adopt  mea- 
’strres,  in  his  discretion,  to  effectuate  that  prohibition. 

The  second  section  extendsihe  prohibition, 'still 
further, 'by.Tefbidding  the  receipt  of  any  notes  which* 1 
the  bank?Tn;  which  .they  are  to  be'  deposited  shall  ' 
not,  under  the  'supervision  and  control  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  agree  to  pass  to  the  credit  of 
the  United  States  as  cash;  to  which  is  added  a pro-, 
viso,  authorising  the  secretary  to  withdrawthe  pub- 
lic deposites  from  any  bank  which  shall  refuse  to  re- 
ceive as  cash,  from  the  U.  States,  any  notes  receiv- 
able under  the  law,  which  such  bank  receives,  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  business,  on  general  deposite. 

The  third  and  last  section  allows  the  receipt,  as 
heretofore,  of  land  scrip  and  treasury  certificates  for 
public  lands,  and  forbids  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury to  make  any  discrimination  in  the  funds  re- 
ceivable (other  than  such  as  results  from  the  receipt 
of  land  scrip  or  treasury  certificates)  between  the 
different  branches  of  the  public  revenue. 

From  this  analysis  of  the  bill  it  appears  that,  so 
far  as  regards  bank  notes,  the  bill  designates  and  li- 
mits their  receivableness  for  the  revenues  of  the 
United  States — first,  by  forbidding  the  receipt  of 
any,  except  such  as  have  all  the  characteristics  de- 
scribed in  the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  bill; 
and,  secondly,  by  restraining  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  from  making  any  discrimination,  in  this  re- 
spect, between  the  different  branches  of  the  public 
revenue.  In  this  way  the  bill  performs,  to  a certain 
extent,  the  office  of  “designating  and  limiting  the 
funds  receivable  for  the  revenues  of  the  United 
States,”  as  mentioned  in  its  title;  but  it  would  seem, 
from  what  has  been  stated,  that  it  is  only  in  this  way 
that  any  such  office  is  performed.  This  impression 
will  be  fully  confirmed  as  we  proceed. 

The  bill,  should  it  be  approved,  will  be  supple- 
mentary to  the  laws  now  in  force,  relating  to  the 
same  subject;  but  as  it  contains  no  repealing  clause, 
no  provision  of  those  former  laws,  except  such  as 
may  be  plainly  repugnant  to  the  present  bill,  will 
be  repealed  by  it. 

The  existing  laws  embraced  in  the  above  ques- 
tion, and  applicable  to  the  subject,  are: 

1st.  As  to  duties  on  goods  imported..  The  74th 
section  of  the  collection  law  of  the  2d  of  March, 
1799,  the  first  part  of  which,  re-enacting  in  this  re- 
spect the  act  of  the  31st  of  July,  1789,  provides 
that  all  duties  and  fees  to  be  collected  shall  be  pay- 
able in  money  of  the  United  States,  or  in  foreign  gold 
and.  silver  coins,  at  the  following  rates,”  &c.  The 
residue  of  the  section  as  to  rates  has  been  altered 
by  subsequent  laws,  and  the  clause  quoted  was  va- 
ried during  the  existence  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  notes  of  which  were  expressly  made  re- 
ceivable in  all  payments  to  the  United  States,  and 
during  the  existence  of  the  act  making  treasury 
notes  receivable,  by  such  act,  but  in  no  other  re- 
spect has  it  ever  been  repealed. 


2d.  As  to  public  lands.  The  general  land  law  of 
the  10th  of  May,  1800,  section  5,  provided  that  no 
lands  should  be  sold  “at  either  public  or  private 
sale  for  less  than  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  payment 
may  be  made  for  the  same  by  all  purchasers,  either 
in  specie  or  in  evidences  of  the  public  debt  of  ihe  Unit- 
ed States,  at  the  rates  prescribed”  by  a prior  law. 
This  provision  was  varied  by  the  acts  relative  to 
treasury  notes,  and  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
in  like  manner  as  above  mentioned.  The  second 
section  of  the  general  land  law  of  the  24th  of  April, 
1820,  abrogated  the  allowance  of  credits  on  the  sale 
of  public  lands  after  the  1st  day  of  July  then  next; 
required  every  purchaser  at  public  sale  to  make 
complete  payment  on  the  day  of  purchase;  and  the 
purchaser  at  private  sale  to  produce  to  the  register 
a receipt  from  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  or 
from  the  receiver  of  the  district,  for  the  amount  of 
the  purchase  money.  The  proviso  to  the  4th  sec- 
tion of  the  same  law  enacted  in  respect  to  reverted 
lands,  and  lands  remaining  unsold,  tnat  they  should 
not  be  sold  for  less  price  than  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre,  “nor  on  any  other  terms  than 
that  of  cash  payment.”  This  latter  act  has  been 
further  modified  by  the  act  allowing  Virginia  land 
scrip  to  be  received  in  payment  for  public  lands. 

3d.  As  to  both  duties  and  lands.  The  joint  reso- 
lution of  the  30th  of  April,  1816,  provides  that  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  “be  required  and  directed 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  necessary, 
to  cause,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts, 
or  sums  of  money  accruing,  or  becoming  payable  to 
the  United  States,  to  be  collected  and  paid  in  the 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  treasury 
notes,  or  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  as 
by  lav>  provided  and  declared,  or  in  notes  of  banks 
which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand,  in  the  said 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States;  and  that  from 
and  after  the  twentieth  day  of  February  next,  no 
such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money,  accru- 
ing or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States,  as 
aforesaid,  ought  to  be  collected  or  received  other- 
wise than  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States, 
or  treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable 
"and  paid  on  demand,  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States.”  According  to  the  opinion  given 
by  me,  as  a member  of  your  cabinet,  in  the  month 
of  July  last,  and  to  which  I still  adhere,  this  resolu- 
tion was  mandatory  only  as  it  respected  the  legal 
currency  of  the  United  States,  treasury  notes,  and 
notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  and  in  re- 
spect to  the  notes  of  the  state  banks,  though  pay- 
able and  paid  in  specie,  was  permissive  merely  in 
the  discretion  of  the  secretary;  and  in  accordance 
with  this  opinion  has  been  the  practical  construc- 
tion given  to  the  resolution  by  the  treasury  depart- 
ment. It  is  known  to  you,  however,  that  distin- 
guished names  have  been  vouched  for  the  opinion 
that  the  resolution  was  mandatory  as  to  the  notes 
of  all  specie  paying  banks;  that  the  debtor  had  the 
right,  at  his  option,  to  make  payment  in  such  notes; 
and  that  if  tendered  by  him,  the  treasury  officers 
had  no  discretion  to  refuse  them. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  the  laws  now  in  force,  so  far 
as  they  positively  enjoin  the  receipt  of  any  particular 
currency  in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  are  con- 
fined to  gold  and  silver,  except  that  in  certain  cases 
Virginia  land  scrip  and  treasury  certificates  are 
directed  to  be  received  on  the  sale  of  public  lands. 
In  my  opinion,  there  is  nothing  in  the  bill  before 
me  repugnant  to  those  laws.  The  bill  does  not  ex- 
pressly declare  and  enact  that  any  particular  species 
of  currency  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  of  the 
public  revenue.  On  the  contrary,  as  the  provisions 
of  the  first  and  second  sections  are  chiefly  of  a ne- 
gative character,  I think  they  do  not  take  away  the 
power  of  the  secretary  previously  possessed  under 
the  acts  of  congress,  and  as  the  agent  of  the  presi- 
dent, to  forbid  the  receipt  of  any  bank  notes  which 
are  not,  by  some  act  of  congress,  expressly  made 
absolutely  receivable  in  payment  of  the  public 
dues. 

The  above  view  will,  I think,  be  confirmed  by  a 
closer  examination  of  the  bill.  It  sets  out  with  the 
assumption  that  their  is  a currency  established  by 
law,  (i.  e.  gold  and  silver),  and  it  further  assumes 
that  the  public  revenue  of  all  descriptions  ought  to 
be  collected  exclusively  in  such  legal  currency,  or 
in  bank  notes  of  a certain  character;  and  therefore 
it  provides  th-at  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall 
take  measures  to  effect  a collection  of  the  revenue 
“in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  de- 
mand in  the  said  legal  currency,”  under  certain  re- 
strictions, afterwards  mentioned  in  the  act. 

The  question,  then,  arises,  are  bank  notes  having 
the  requisite  characteristics,  placed  by  the  clause 
just  quoted,  on  the  same  footing  with  the  legal  cur- 
rency, so  as  make  it  the  duty*of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  allow  the  receipt  of  them,  when 
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tendered  by  the  debtor?  In  my  judgment,  such  is 
not  the  effect  of  the  provision. 

If  congress  had  intended  to  make  so  important  an 
alteration  of  the  existing  law  as  to  compel  the  re- 
ceiving officers  to  take  payment  in  the  bank  notes 
described  in  the  bill,  the  natural  phraseology  would 
have  been,  “in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable 
and  paid  in  the  said  legal  currency,”  &c.  And  it 
is  reasonable  to  presume  that  congress  would  have 
used  such  phraseology,  or  would  have  gone  on  to 
make  a distinct  provision,  expressly  declaring  that 
such  bank  notes  should  be  receivable,  as  was  done 
in  the  bank  charters  of  1790  and  1816;  and  as  was 
also  done  by  the  acts  relative  to  evidences  of  debt, 
treasury  notes  and  Virginia  land  scrip.  The  form 
of  one  of  these  provisions  (the  14th  section  of  the 
act  incorporating  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States) 
will  illustrate  the  idea  I desire  to  present.  “Sec. 
14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  bills  or  notes 
of  the  said  corporation,  originally  made  payable,  or 
which  shall  have  become  payable,  on  demand,  shall 
be  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the  United  States, 
unless  otherwise  directed  by  act  of  congress.” — 
The  difference  between  the  language  there  used 
and  that  employed  in  the  present  bill  is  too  obvious 
to  require  comment. 

It  is  true  that  the  word  “or,”  when  it  occurs  in 
wills  and  agreements,  is  sometimes  construed  to 
mean  and,  in  order  to  give  eifect  to  the  plain  intent 
of  the  parties;  and  such  a construction  of  the  word 
may  sometimes  be  given  when  it  occurs  in  statutes, 
where  the  general  intent  of  the  law  makers  evident- 
ly requires  it.  But  this  construction  of  the  word  in 
the  present  case,  is  not  only  unnecessary,  but,  in  my 
opinion,  repugnant  to  the  whole  scope  of  the  bill, 
which  so  far  from  commanding  the  public  officers 
to  receive  bank  notes  in  cases  not  required  h}'  the 
existing  laws,  introduces  several  new  prohibitions 
on  the  receipt  of  such  notes. 

Nor  do  I think  this  one  of  those  cases  in  which  a 
choice  is  given  to  the  debtor,  to  pay  in  one  or  other 
of  two  descriptions  of  currency,  both  of  which  are 
receivable  by  law.  Such  a choice  was  given  by 
the  land  law  of  the  10th  of  May,  1800,  section  5th, 
between  specie  and  the  evidences  of  the  public 
debt  of  the  United  States  then  receivable  by  law; 
and  also  by  the  joint  resolution  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1816,  between  “the  legal  currency  of  the  United 
States,  or  treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  as  by  law  provided  and  declared.” 
The  option  given  by  that  resolution  continued  in 
force  so  long  as  the  laws  providing  and  declaring 
that  treasury  notes  and  notes  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  should  be  receivable  in  payments  to 
the  United  States,  and  ceased  when  those  laws  ex- 
pired. The  distinction  between  that  description  of 
paper  currency  which  is,  by  law,  expressly  made 
receivable  in  payment  of  public  dues,  and  the  notes 
of  the  state  banks  which  were  only  permitted  to  be 
received,  is  plainly  marked  in  the  resolution  of 
1816.  While  the  former  are  placed  on  the  same 
footing  with  the  legal  currency,  because,  by  previ- 
ous laws,  it  had  been  so  “provided  and  declared,”  the 
latter  were  left  to  be  received  or  not  received,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  ex- 
cept that  he  was  restricted  from  allowing  any  to  be 
received  which  were  not  payable  and  paid  on  de- 
mand in  the  legal  currency.  The  bank  notes  spo- 
ken of  in  the  bill  before  me,  having  never  been 
made  receivable  by  law,  must  be  regarded  as  be- 
longing to  the  latter  class,  and  not  to  the  former; 
and  there  can,  therefore,  be  no  greater  obligation 
under  the  present  bill,  should  it  become  a law,  to 
receive  them  in  payment,  than  there  was  to  receive 
the  paper  of  the  state  banks  under  the  resolution 
of  1816. 

As  to  the  difference  between  this  bill  and  the 
joint  resolution  of  1S16.  The  bill  differs  from  that 
resolution  in  the  following  particulars: 

1st.  It  says  nothing  of  treasury  notes  and  the 
notes  of  the  bank  of  tile  United  States,  which,  by 
the  resolution  of  1816,  are  recognized  as  having 
been  made  receivable  by  laws  then  in  force,  in  pay- 
ment of  public  dues  of  all  descriptions. 

2d.  It  abridges  the  discretion  left  with  the  secre 
tary  of  the  treasury  by  that  resolution,  by  positively 
forbidding  the  receipt  of  bank  notes  not  having 
the  characteristics  described  in  ihe  first  and  se- 
cond sections  of  the  bill;  whereas  the  receipt  of 
some  of  the  notes  so  forbidden,  might,  under  the 
resolution  of  1816,  have  been  allowed  by  the  se- 
cretary. 

3d.  It  forbids  the  making  of  any  discrimination, 
in  respect  to  the  receipt  of  bank  notes,  between  the 
different  branches  of  the  public  revenue;  whereas 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  under  the  resolution 
of  1816,  was  subject  to  no  such  restraint,  and  had 
the  power  to  make  the  discrimination  forbidden  by 
this  bill,  except  as  to  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  and  treasury  notes. 
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This  bill,  if  approved,  will  change  the  resolution 
of  1816,  so  far  as  it  now  remains  in  force,  in  the 
second  and  third  particulars  just  mentioned;  but,  in 
my  opinion,  as  already  suggested,  will  change  it  in 
no  other  respect. 

“II.  What  is  the  extent  of  the  supervision  and 
control  allowed  by  this  bill  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  over  the  notes  to  be  received  by  the  depo- 
site  banks? 

“And  does  it  allow  him  to  direct  what  particular 
notes  shall,  or  shall  not,  be  received  for  lands  or  for 
duties?” 

Answer.  After  maturely  considering,  so  far  as 
time  has  been  allowed  me,  the  several  provisions  of 
the  bill,  I think  the  following  conclusions  may  fair- 
ly be  drawn  from  them,  when  taken  in  connection 
with  the  laws  now  in  force,  and  above  referred  to, 
and  that,  should  it  become  a law,  they  will  proper- 
ly express  its  legal  eifect. 

1st.  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  cannot  di- 
rect the  receipt  of  any  notes,  except  such  as  are  is- 
sued by  banks  which  conform  to  the  first  section 
of  the  law,  and  such  as  will  be  passed  by  the  pro- 
per deposite  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States 
as  cash. 

2d.  That  he  may  direct  the  receipt  of  notes  issued 
by  banks  which  conform  to  the  first  section;  provid- 
ed the  deposite  bank  in  which  the  notes  are  to  be 
deposited,  shall  agree  to  credit  them  as  cash. 

3d.  That  if  the  deposite  bank  in  which  the  mo- 
ney is  to  be  deposited,  shall  refuse  to  receive,  as 
cash,  the  notes  designated  by  the  secretary,  and 
which  such  bank  receives  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
business,  on  general  deposite,  he  may  withdraw  the 
public  deposites  and  select  another  depository  which 
will  agree  to  receive  them. 

4th.  That  if  he  cannot  find  a depository,  which 
will  so  agree,  then  that  the  secretary  cannot  direct 
or  authorise  the  receipt  of  any  notes,  except  such 
as  the  deposite  bank,  primarily  entitled  to  the  depo- 
sites, will  agree  to  receive  and  deposite  as  cash. 

5th.  That  although  a deposite  bank  might  be 
willing  to  receive  from  the  collectors  and  receivers, 
and  to  credit  as  cash,  notes  of  certain  banks  which 
conform  to  the  first  section;  yet,  for  the  reasons  be- 
fore stated,  I am  of  opinion  that  the  secretary  is 
not  obliged  to  allow  the  receipt  of  such  notes. 

6th.  The  secretary  is  forbidden  to  make  any  dis- 
crimination in  the  funds  receivable,  “between  the 
different  branches  of  the  public  revenue;”  and 
therefore,  though  he  may  forbid  the  receipt  of  the 
notes  of  any  particular  bank  or  class  of  banks,  not 
excluded  by  the  bill,  and  may  forbid  the  receipt  of 
notes  of  denominations  larger  than  those  named  in 
the  bill,  yet  when  he  issues  any  such  prohibition,  it 
must  apply  to  all  the  branches  of  the  public  reve- 
nue. 

7th.  If  I am  right  in  the  foregoing  propositions, 
the  result  will  be,  that  the  proposed  law  will  leave 
in  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  power  to  prohibit 
the  receipt  of  particular  notes,  provided  his  prohibi- 
tion apply  to  both  lands  and  duties;  and  power  to 
direct  what  particular  notes  allowed  by  the  law, 
shall  be  received,  provided  he  can  find  a deposite  bank 
which  will  agree  to  receive  and  credit  them  as  cash. 

“HI.  Are  the  deposite  banks  the  sole  judges, 
under  this  bill,  of  what  notes  they  will  receive?  Or 
are  they  bound  to  receive  the  notes  of  every  specie 
paying  bank,  chartered  or  unchartered,  wherever 
situated,  in  any  part  of  the  United  States?” 

Answer.  In  my  opinion,  the  deposite  banks,  un- 
der the  bill  in  question,  will  be  the  sole  judges  of 
the  notes  to  be  received  by  them  from  any  collector 
or  receiver  of  public  money;  and  they  will  not  be 
bound  to  receive  the  notes  of  any  other  bank  whose 
notes  they  may  choose  to  reject;  provided  they 
apply  the  same  rule  to  the  United  States,  which 
they  apply  to  their  other  depositors.  In  other 
words,  the  general  rule,  as  to  what  notes  are  to  be 
received  as  cash,  prescribed  by  each  deposite  bank, 
for  the  regulation  of  its  ordinary  business,  must  be 
complied  with  by  the  collectors  and  receivers, 
whose  moneys  are  to  be  deposited  with  that  bank. 
But  it  will  not  therefore  follow,  that  those  officers 
will  be  bound  to  receive  what  the  bank  generally 
receives;  because,  as  already  stated,  they  may  re- 
fuse, of  their  own  accord,  or  under  the  direction  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  any  bank  notes  not 
expressly  directed  by  act  of  congress  to  be  received 
in  payment  of  the  public  dues. 

I have  thus  answered  the  several  questions  pro- 
osed  on  the  bill  before  me;  and  although  I have 
een  necessarily  obliged  to  examine  the  subject 
with  much  haste,  I have  no  other  doubts  as  to  the 
soundness  of  the  construction  above  given,  than 
such  as  belong  to  discussions  of  this  nature,  and  to 
a proper  sense  of  the  fallibility  of  human  judg- 
ment. It  is,  however,  my  duty  to  remind  you,  that 
very  different  opinions  were  expressed  in  the  course 
of  the  debates  on  the  proposed  law,  by  some  of  the 
members  who  took  part  therein.  It  would  seem, 
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from  these  debates,  that  the  bill,  in  some  instances 
at  least,  was  supported  under  the  impression  that 
it  would  compel  the  treasury  officers  to  receive  all 
bank  notes  possessing  all  the  characteristics  de- 
scribed in  the  first  and  second  sections;  and  that 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  would  have  no  power 
to  forbid  their  receipt.  It  must  be  confessed,  that 
the  language  is  sufficiently  ambiguous  to  give  some 
plausibility  to  such  a construction;  and  that  it 
seems  to  derive  some  support  from  the  refusal  of 
the  house  of  representatives  to  consider  an  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
of  that  house,  which  would,  substantially,  have 
given  to  the  bill,  in  explicit  terms,  the  interpreta- 
tion I have  put  on  it,  and  have  removed  the  uncer- 
tainty which  now  pervades  it.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, it  may  reasonably  be  expected  that 
the  true  meaning  of  the  bill,  should  be  passed  into 
a law,  will  become  a subject  of  discussion  and 
controversy,  and  probably  remain  involved  in  much 
perplexity  and  doubt,  until  it  shall  have  been  settled 
by  a judicial  decision.  How  far  these  latter  con- 
siderations are  to  be  regarded  by  you  in  your 
decision  on  the  bill,  is  a question  which  belongs 
to  another  place,  and  on  which,  therefore,  I for- 
bear to  enlarge  in  this  communication. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect, 
your  obedient  servant,  B.  F.  BUTLER. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  designating  and  limiting  the  funds  receiva- 
ble for  the  revenues  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be,  and 
hereby  is,  required  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he 
may  deem  necessary  to  effect  a collection  of  the 
public  revenue  of  the  United  States,  whether  aris- 
ing from  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sales  of  lands,  in 
the  manner  and  on  the  principles  herein  provided; 
that  is,  that  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of 
money  payable  for  lands,  shall  be  collected  or  re- 
ceived otherwise  than  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  pay- 
able and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said  legal  currency 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  following  restric- 
tions and  conditions  in  regard  to  such  notes,  to  wit: 
from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  notes  of 
no  bank  which  shall  issue  or  circulate  bills  or  notes 
of  a less  denomination  than  five  dollars  shall  be  re- 
ceived on  account  of  the  public  dues;  and,  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine,  the  notes  of  no  Bank  which 
shall  issue  or  circulate  bills  or  notes  of  a less  deno- 
mination than  ten  dollars  shall  be  so  receivable; 
and,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  the  like 
prohibition  shall  be  extended  to  the  notes  of  all 
Banks  issuing  Bills  or  notes  of  a less  denomination 
than  twenty  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  notes 
shall  be  received  by  the  collectors  or  receivers  of 
the  public  money  which  the  banks,  in  which  they 
are  to  be  deposited,  shall  not,  under  the  supervi- 
sion and  control  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
agree  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as 
cash:  Provided,  That,  if  any  deposite  bank  shall 
refuse  to  receive  and  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  as  cash,  any  notes  receivable  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  which  said  bank,  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  business,  receives  on  general  depo- 
site, the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  hereby  authoris- 
ed to  withdraw  the  public  deposites  i'rom  said  bank. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  prohibit  receivers  or 
collectors  of  the  dues  of  the  government  from  re- 
ceiving for  the  public  lands  any  kind  of  land  scrip 
or  treasury  certificates  now  authorised  by  law,  but 
the  same  shall  hereafter  be  received  for  the  public 
lands  in  the  same  way  and  manner  as  has  hereto- 
fore been  practised;  and  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  make  any  discrimi- 
nation in  the  funds  receivable  between  the  different 
branches  of  the  public  revenue,  except  as  is  pro- 
vided in  this  section. 

JAMES  K.  POLK, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

W.  R'.  KING, 

President  of  the  senate  pro  tempore. 

I certify  that  this  bill  did  originate  in  the  senate. 

Asbury  Dickens,  secretary. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  THE 
STOCK  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

- In  the  house  of  representatives  on  the  25th  ult.  the 
following  memorial  was  presented  by  the  speaker: 
To  ihe  senate  and  house  of  representatives  in  con- 
gress assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  president,  directors  and 
company  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  respect- 
fully represents:  That,  having  recently  seen  among 
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the  documents  printed  by  congress,  a report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  which  he  laments  that 
he  has  not  been  able  to  settle  with  the  bank,  and 
invokes  the  aid  of  congress,  they  deem  it  proper  to 
state  that  they  are  now,  as  they  always  have  been, 
ready  and  anxious  to  settle;  and  that  not  the  slight- 
est delay,  nor  the  least  obstacle  of  any  kind,  can 
justly  be  ascribed  to  them.  This  they  propose  to 
render  obvious  in  a few  words. 

In  a settlement  between  the  government  and  the 
bank,  one  of  two  courses  was  necessary.  The  first 
was  to  wind  up  the  whole  business  ot  the  institu- 
tion and  divide  the  proceeds;  a mode  inevitable,  had 
the  bank  ceased  its  operations  on  the  4th  ot  March. 
But,  as  the  institution  continued,  with  no  change 
except  the  retirement  of  a single  partner,  it  was 
deemed  a process  equally  harsh  and  useless  to  force 
the  country  to  pay  sixty  millions  of  debts  at  a mo- 
ment of  general  embarrassment,  merely  to  balance 
the  books  of  the  bank;  and  the  second  mode  was 
therefore  preferred — that  of  estimating  the  value  of 
the  stock  on  the  4th  ot  March,  and  paying  the  go- 
vernment its  proportion.  This  was  the  easiest  aud 
simplest,  and  fairest  mode  of  adjustment.  It  was 
obviously  the  mode  contemplated  by  congress,  who, 
on  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  authorised  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  receive  payment  “in  such  instal- 
ments, and  payable  at  such  times,  and  with  such 
rates  of  interest  as  he  shall  see  fit  to  agree  to.”  To 
estimate  the  value  of  the  stock  was,  therefore,  the 
first  step  towards  the  settlement.  Accordingly, 
soon  after  the  secretary  received  his  authority  trom 
congress,  a report  was  made  by  a joint  committee 
of  three  members  of  the  late  bank,  three  of  the  new, 
and  three  impartial  umpires  connected  with  neither, 
stating  the  value  of  the  stock.  This  valuation  on 
the  part  of  the  bank  was  transmitted  to  the  secreta- 
ry, with  an  offer  “that  all  the  materials  upon  which 
it  is  founded  will,  of  course,  be  submitted  to  any 
examination  which  you  may  desire  to  make;”  and 
that  the  bank  “would  be  equally  ready  to  adopt  any 
mode  which  may  be  deemed  expedient  for  making 
such  a division  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  as  may  as- 
sure to  the  government  its  just  and  ample  propor- 
tion.” To  this  communication  the  secretary  an- 
swered on  the  10th  and  20th  September,  as  follows: 
“I  have  cheerfully  accepted  your  offer  to  permit  an 
examination. to  be  made  of  the  materials  upon  which 
that  report  is  founded;”  and  will  appoint  three  gen- 
tlemen “to  investigate  those  materials  and  report  to 
me  their  views  upon  them,  and  also  the  proper  basis  of 
a settlement.”  These  commissioners  accordingly 
visited  the  bank,  and,  after  nearly  four  months,  re- 
ported. It  was  naturally  presumed  that  when  they 
made  their  report,  the  secretary  would  inform  the 
board  of  directors  whether  their  valuation  accorded 
with  that  of  the  bank,  or  in  what  respect  it  differ- 
ed, so  as  to  enable  the  board  to  accept  the  terms  or 
to  offer  others,  or  in  some  mode  advance  the  settle- 
ment. It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  such  a course 
was  not  pursued.  But,  since  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, when  the  secretary  apprized  the  board  of  the 
coming  of  the  commissioners,  who  were  to  report 
their  estimate  to  him,  no  communication  of  any 
kind  whatsoever  was  made  to  them  by  the  secreta- 
ry; but  while  they  were  waiting  to  know  whether 
their  valuation  was  acceptable  to  him,  or  in  what 
it  was  deemed  deficient,  they  were  surprised  by  a 
communication,  not  to  them,  but  to  congress,  stat- 
ing the  failure  of  his  negotiation.  They  regret  this, 
because,  if  the  board  had  been  made  acquainted 
with  the  wishes  of  the  government,  as  explained 
in  the  report  now  made  to  congress,  they  would 
have  instantly  and  cheerfully  acceeded  to  them. — 
That  regret  is  deepened  by  another  measure  of  the 
secretary,  which  seems  alike  unauthorised  and  un- 
fortunate. 

The  act  of  congress  of  the  23d  June,  1836,  di- 
rected the  secretary  to  “receive  the  capital  stock  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  in  the  late  bank  of  the 
United  States,  in  such  instalments,  and  payable  at 
such  times,  and  with  such  rates  of  interest,  as  he 
shall  see  fit  to. agree  to,  and  also  to  settle  and  ad- 
just the  claim  for  surplus  profits,  accruing  on  said 
capital  stock,  on  such  terms  as  he  may  think  pro- 
per.” 

When  this  act  passed  it  was  perfectly  well  known 
to  every  member  of  congress  that,  for  nearly  four 
years  preceding,  there  had  been  a disputed  question 
of  law  between  the  government  and  the  bank,  in 
regard  to  damages  on  a bill  of  exchange,  which  the 
bank  had  in  vain  urged  the  executive  to  pursue  be- 
fore the  judicial  tribunals.  The  subject  had  been 
often  before  congress — before  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  in  1833,  who  proposed  no  measure 
in  regard  to  it — before  the  committee  on  finance  of 
the  senate,  who,  in  their  report  of  the  18th  of  De- 
cember, 1834,  declared  that  the  right  of  the  bank 
was  “founded  in  strict  law;”  that  “the  retainer  was 
avowedly  made  to  procure  a submission  to  the 
courts  and  juries  of  the  country;”  and  that  “if  the 


government  thinks  itself  wronged  by  such  proceed- 
ings, the  law  prescribes  the  manner  in  which  it  shall 
seek  redress.”  With  the  full  knowledge  of  these 
facts,  when  congress  authorised  the  secretary  to  set- 
tle with  the  bank  for  the  capital  stock,  and  the  sur- 
plus profits,  they  certainly  could  not  have  intended 
to  refuse  the  receipt  of  this  capital  stock  and  sur- 
plus profits,  unless  'the  bank  should  surrender,  un- 
conditionally, its  right  to  a judicial  trial  of  the  ques- 
tion which  one  of  their  own  standing  committees 
had  decided  in  favor  of  the  bank.  Yet,  without 
any,  the  slightest  authority  from  congress,  the  se- 
cretary, as  appears  by  the  public  documents,  has 
determined  that  he  will  never  settle  with  the  bank 
without  a previous  surrender  of  its  rights— declar- 
ing that,  “ preliminary  to  a final  adjustment  of  this 
interest,  the  treasury  department  would  require  that 
the  bank  should  pay  that  portion  of  the  dividend  on 
the  stock  of  the  United  States  which  had  been  with- 
held for  damages  on  the  draft  upon  the  French  go- 
vernment.” Now,  it  is  manifest  that  this  is  a pro- 
ceeding which  congress  did  not  authorise,  and  can 
scarcely  sanction.  It  cannot  be  that  the  congress 
of  the  United  States,  after  passing  a law'  declaring 
the  mode  in  which  questions  between  the  govern- 
ment and  the  citizens  are  to  be  adjudicated,  and  af- 
ter seeing  the  bank  pursue  exactly  that  mode,  will 
now  endeavor  to  force  the  institution  out  of  the 
path  of  law,  by  refusing  to  adjudge  other  interests, 
which  have  no  connexion  whatever  with  that  con- 
troversy. 

The  original  claim  of  damages  was  a necessary  act 
of  duty  by  the  bank  in  favor  of  the  government,  who, 
if  there  was  any  right  to  draw  the  bill,  had  an  equal 
right  to  the  damages.  The  pecuniary  interest  in- 
volved was  and  is  a matter  of  indifference.  It  was 
only  the  tone  assumed  in  regard  to  it,  and  the  evi- 
dent design  of  forcing  the  bank  to  abandon  its  rights, 
which  gave  importance  to  the  claim  and  forbade  the 
surrender  of  it.  The  board  of  directors  would  deem 
themselves  faithless,  not  merely  to  the  institution, 
but  to  the  cause  of  constitutional  freedom,  if  they 
could  be  thus  driven  from  the  courts  of  justice  by 
any  menace  from  an  executive  officer.  They  have 
accordingly  decided  the  question  deliberately  and 
irrevocably.  If  the  proffer  of  a judicial  decision  is 
accepted  by  the  government,  the  hank  will  cheer- 
fully abide  the  result.  But  until  then  there  should 
not  be,  and  there  cannot  be,  any  surrender,  or  con- 
cession, or  compromise. 

The  board  of  directors  will  now  make  one  final 
offer  to  settle,  and  they  make  it  directly  to  your  ho- 
norable bodies,  so  as  to  avert  the  hazard  of  any  fur- 
ther mediation.  They  learn  from  the  printed  report 
of  the  secretary,  that  the  commissioners  would  have 
recommended  the  following  terms  of  settlement: 

To  value  each  share  of  the  stock  at  $115  58,  and 
receive  payment  forit  by  equal  instalments,  payable 
in  September  1837,  1838,  1839,  and  1840,  with  six 
per  cent,  interest  until  paid. 

The  board  of  directors  agree,  at  once,  to  those 
terms,  and  are  ready  to  carry  them  into  execution. 

They  do  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  this  be  not 
too  mueh.  They  prefer  1 hat  it  should  be  too  much. 
They  will  never  differ  with  congress  about  mere 
sums  of  money,  and  are  specially  anxious  to  termi- 
nate their  connexion  with  the  government  in  a man- 
ner satisfactory  to  all  parties.  By  order  of  the  board: 
N.  BIDDLE,  president.. 

From  the  Washington  Globe. 

Senate  Chamber,  Washington,  25th  Feb.  1837. 

Dear  sir:  I find  this  moment,  upon  my  table,  a 
printed  copy  of  the  memorial  of  the  bank,  present- 
ed to  the  senate  on  yesterday,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  finance.  As  Monday  is  the  regular 
day  of  meeting  of  the  committee,  and  the  period  of 
the  session  admonishes  us  to  avoid  delay,  I enclose 
to  you  herein  the  copy  of  the  memorial,  and  request 
from  you  any  facts  within  the  possession  of  yourself 
or  of  the  department,  touching  the  complaints  put 
forth  in  the  memorial,  of  want  of  frankness  and 
courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  agents  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  also  your  views  as  to  any  and  what  ac- 
tion the  memorial  may  call  for  from  the  committee 
or  from  congress.  In  great  haste,  I am,  most  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jr. 

The  hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  scccretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  Department,  February  27,  1837. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  the  25th  instant,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  the  memorial  to  the  senate  concerning  the 
claim  of  the  U.  States  against  the  bank,  and  which 
had  been  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance,  has 
been  received,  At  this  late  period  of  the  session  of 
congress,  I refrain  from  delaying  its  action  on  this 
subject,  whichis  so  very  desirable  before  an  ad- 
journment, and  shall,  therefore,  not  consumetime  by 
entering  into  any  very  detailed  views  concerning 
certain  topics  connected  with  the  memorial. 


The  documents  relating  to  this  claim,  and  to  the 
efforts  made  for  its  settlement  by  this  department, 
which  were  annexed  to  the  last  annual  report,  and 
to  the  special  report  made  by  it  to  both  houses,  on 
the  30th  of  January  last,  contain  sufficient  explana- 
tions on  many  of  those  topics.  They  will  fully  show 
whether  most  of  the  complaints  stated  in  the  me- 
morial are  not,  as  is  there  averred  in  respect  to  some 
of  the  measures  of  this  department,  “alike  unautho- 
rised and  unfortunate.” 

The  memorialists  seem  disatisfied  at  the  course  of 
the  department  in  referring  the  whole  subject  to 
congress,  thought  it  was  not  done  till  after  all  the  at- 
tempts for  a settlement  had  failed;  which  are  ex- 
plained in  those  documents.  They  further  assert, 
that  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject, there  has  not  been  “the  slightest  delay,”  or 
“the  least  obstacle  of  any  kind.” 

But  the  facts  enumerated  in  the  reports  and  pa- 
pers before  mentioned,  show  that  during  the  last 
summer  no  reply  whatever  could  be  obtained  from 
the  bank  concerning  a settlement,  till  a second  let- 
ter was  addressed  to  it  by  this  department.  They 
show,  likewise,  that  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  July, 
w hen  a resolution  of  that  date  was  enclosed  to  me 
by  the  bank,  holding  out  the  expectation  of  making 
an  early  communication  as  to  a settlement  inconse- 
quence of  the  expected  report  of  their  committee, 
the  report  was  made  on  the  same  day,  but  was  not 
forwarded  to  this  department  till  the  tenth  of  the  en- 
suing September;  and  that  certain  information  de- 
sired in  my  first  letter  in  June,  to  aid  me  in  making 
an  arrangement,  and  the  request  repeated  again  in 
September,  has  not,  after  the  lapse  of  so  many 
months,  been  yet  communicated.  Without  going 
further  into  the  details  as  to  any  delays  or  obstacles 
on  the  part  of  the  bank  in  the  preliminary  correspon- 
dence, it  appears,  further,  that  the  department  in  its 
letter  of  September  last,  as  well  as  through  its  agents 
or  commissioners  in  their  subsequent  letter,  urged 
the  bank  to  pay  over  as  soon  as  practicable,  any  por- 
tion of  the  sum  to  which  the  United  States  might  in 
the  end  be  found  entitled;  and  that  the  bank  has  not- 
withstanding delayed  to  make  any  such  payment, 
though  the  agents  of  the  department  considered  that 
a large  sum,  amounting  to  some  millions  of  dollars, 
was  both  just  and  proper  to  be  paid  before  the  1st  of 
January  last. 

Another  ground  of  regret  expressed  in  the  memo- 
rial, and  of  apparent  complaint,  is,  that  a cop}'  of 
the  report  of  the  agents  of  this  department  was  not 
furnished  to  the  bank  chartered  by  Pennsylvania  be- 
fore it  w'as  submitted  to  congress,  intimating  that, 
in  such  event,  that  bank  would  have  “instantly  and 
cheerfully  acceded”  to  the  wishes  of  the  government 
as  explained  by  this  department, 

Plow  well  founded  any  complaint  may  be  on  that 
ground,  can  with  ease  be  ascertained,  since  it  ap- 
pears by  the  documents  annexed  to  the  above  named 
report,  that,  on  the  request  of  this  department  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  chartered  by  congress,  to 
appoint  a committee  to  unite  with  ours,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  endeavoring  to  bring  about  an  arrangement 
of  the  claim  in  question,  a committee  was  appointed 
by  that  bank,  in  conjunction  w'itb  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  chartered  by  the  state  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. This  last  committee,  it  seems,  conferred  and 
corresponded  with  ours  freely  and  frequently  during 
the  whole  inquiry.  The  grounds  of  difference  were 
fully  discussed  and  explained;  and,  after  all  reason- 
able efforts  had  failed  to  bring  about  an  agreement 
upon  terms  mutually  acceptable,  then,  and  not  till 
then,  did  our  agents  make  a separate  report.  A full 
statement  of  all  these  proceedings  appears  in  that 
report  and  the  accompanying  correspondence,  (see 
page  20). 

Yet  now  it  would  seem  that  the  president  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  chartered  by  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  regrets  that  a copy  of  the  report  was 
not  transmitted  to  that  bank,  to  show  the  views  of 
the  committee,  before  it  W'as  sent  to  congress — 
though  these  views  had  been  fully  and  explicitly 
developed  while  at  Philadelphia  to  the  joint  com- 
mittee of  that  bank,  and  the  bank  chartered  by_ 
congress.  He  further  asserts  that,  if  the  views  of 
our  committee  had  been  made  known  to  his  bank, 
the  terms  expressed  by  them  to  be  proper  would 
have  been  “instantly  and  cheerfully  acceded  to,” 
though  his  own  committee  distinctly  refused  to  ac- 
cede to  them;  and  his  bank,  to  which  they  proba- 
bly reported  in  full,  has  never  signified,  until  this 
memorial,  any  inclination  to  differ  from  the  grounds 
before  assumed  by  its  committee,  or  to  accede  to 
what  they,  acting  in  its  behalf,  had  deliberately  and 
distinctly  declined. 

But  it  is  a source  of  much  satisfaction  to  this  de- 
partment now  to  learn  that,  after  more  mature  de- 
liberation, one  of  the  banks  in  behalf  of  which  that 
committee  acted,  has  determined  to  accept  the  terms 
recommended  by  our  agents  as  to  the  valuation  of 
the  shares;  and  has  thus  given  a sanction  to  the 
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correctness  of  their  course  in  making  and  insisting 
on  a much  higher  estimate  of  the  value  of  the 
shares  of  the  United  States  than  the  first  or  the 
second  committee  of  the  bank  were  willing  to 
adopt. 

The  other  subject  referred  to  in  the  memorial, 
viz:  the  damages  upon  the  bill  of  exchange  drawn 
on  the  French  government,  and  the  dividends  se- 
questered and  withheld  upon  that  pretension,  has 
been  heretofore  so  fully  discussed,  that  I forbear 
now  to  enter  at  all  into  the  consideration  of  its 
merits.  But  it  is  a matter  of  some  surprise  that 
the  authority  or  course  adopted  by  this  department 
in  attempting  to  make  an  adjustment  on  that  sub- 
ject, under  the  act  of  June  last,  should  appear  to 
‘be  impugned  by  the  memorial  on  the  ground  that 
the  power  conferred  by  the  act  did  not  warrant  its 
proceedings.  The  power  extends  to  the  settle- 
ment and3  adjustment  of  the  “capital  stock”  and 
“surplus  profits- ’’  But  it  is  to  be  observed  that 
the  dividends  withheld  on  account  of  the  damages 
claimed  b>-  the  bank  chartered  by  congress  had 
been  car-ued  to  the  profit  and  loss  account,  as  was 
gt^fccj  ay  the  committee  of  the  hanks,  nr  ir,  offUrt 
Had  been  added  to  the  amount  of  surplus  profits , 
and  now  constitute  a part  of  those  surplus  profits. 
Is  it  not,  therefore,  obvious,  that  before  the  whole 
amount  of  surplus  profits,  realized  by  the  bank 
chartered  by  congress,  can  be  correctly  ascertained, 
and  the  value  of  the  share  of  the  United  States  in 
these  profits  settled,  it  should  first  be  determined, 
if  possible,  whether  the  bank  shall  retain  the  whole 
of  those  dividends  or  not? 

It,  therefore,  became  proper  to  attempt  the  ar- 
rangement of  that  question  in  the  first  instance. 
Hence,  in  the  instructions  to  the  agents  of  this 
department,  they  were  required  to  urge  the  bank 
to  pay  over  the  dividends  withheld,  except  the 
sum  equitably  due  to  the  bank  for  interest  and  any 
aetual  expenses  incurred.  But  they  were  not  di- 
rected, as  represented  in  the  memorial,  to  insist  on 
that  as  a “preliminary,”  indispensable  to  the  re- 
ceipt of  any  portion  of  wdiat  was  due,  or  indispen- 
sable to  an  agreement  as  to  the  value  of  the  shares. 
Had  the  bank  acceeded  to  this  request,  the  profits 
now  forming  a part  of  the  basis  of  a proposed  ar- 
rangement, would  then  have  been  reduced  to  the 
extent  of  the  difference,  or  probably  about  160,000 
dollars,  and  the  share  of  the  United  States  to  about 
one-fifth  of  those  profits,  would  have  been  estimat- 
ed proportionably  less.  But  instead  of  receiving 
only  one-fifth  of  it  as  profits,  they  would  have  ob- 
tained, as  dividends  due,  the  whole  of  the  other 
four-fifths,  being  over  a $130,000  more,  and  which 
have  so  long  been  withheld  from  them  by  the  bank. 

Hence  the  agents  very  properly  deemed  it  a 
“preliminary”  question  to  settle,  if  practicable, 
how  much  of  those  dividends  should  be  included 
among  the  profits,  and  accordingly  used  the  lan- 
guage in  their  report  which  is  incorrectly  attribut- 
ed in  the  memorial  of  this  department.  But  though 
the  committee  of  the  bank  declined  paying  over 
any  of  those  dividends,  and  insisted  on  holding  the 
whole  as  profits,  this  circumstance  did  not,  as  my 
instructions  show,  or  as  the  course  of  the  agents  of 
t ie  treasury  proves,  prevent  the  agents  from  pro- 
ceeding to  make  an  examination,  and  to  attempt 
an  agreement  as  to  what  ought  to  be  considered 
the  true  value  of  the  shares.  Neither  of  the  com- 
mittees regarded  the  failure  to  agree  to  pay  any 
one  of  the  dividends  as  a preventive  to  an  arrange- 
ment of  the  rest  of  the  subject.  They  proceeded, 
therefore,  to  estimate  that  value  on  the  basis  as- 
sumed by  the  bank,  that  the  whole  of  the  dividends 
withheld  were  to  be  regarded  as  among  the  surplus 
profits,  and  the  agents  of  the  department  tried  in 
vain  to  bring  the  committee  of  the  bank  even  on 
their  own  basis,  to  place  an  estimate  on  that  value 
equal  to  what  the  bank  now  offers.  So  far,  there- 
fore, from  any  “menace”  or  any  thing  which  com- 
mon fairness  could  torture  into  an  attack  on  “con- 
stitutional freedom;”  having,  as  the  memorial  in- 
timates, been  used  in  any  of  the  communications 
from  this  department  connected  with  this  attempt 
at  an  adjustment  of  any  part  of  our  claims,  not  the 
oliofhtpct  pretence  exists  for  the  charge  in  the  in- 
structions on  this  point,  the  whole  of  which  were  as 
follows: 

“4.  It  is  further  wished  that  in  forming  an  opinion 
of  the  value  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  on  the  3d  of 
March,  you  should  take  into  consideration  the 
amount  of  dividends  due  to  the  United  States  which 
has  been  withheld  and  applied  by  the  bank  in  pay- 
ment of  a claim  for  damages  on  the  draft  or  order 
drawn  by  the  department  on  the  French  govern- 
ment. Under  all  the  circumstances  of  that  case, 
this  department  cannot  recognize  the  right  of  the 
bank  to  any  thing  except  the  actual  expenses  in- 
curred by  it,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  by  the 
French  government  to  pay  the  dra,ft,  with  the  usual 
interest  thereon,  while  the  bank  had  not  the  use  of 


the  money,  provided  it  did  not  have  the  use  of  it 
during  the  whole  period  till  its  formal  repayment. 
For  further  particulars  on  this  question,  reference 
can  be  had  to  the  printed  opinions  of  the  attorney 
general,  and  the  views  of  this  department  in  the 
annual  report  to  congress,  December,  1834.  It 
would,  therefore,  seem  proper,  and  it  is  submitted 
to  your  consideration,  and  that  of  any  committee 
uniting  with  you  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  whether 
the  claim  for  constructive  damages  had  not  better 
be  relinquished  by  the  bank,  and  only  a full  indem- 
nity for  any  actual  loss  be  received,  and  the  value 
of  the  stock  be  estimated  on  that  basis — the  bank, 
in  the  mean  time,  paying  over  the  dividends  to  the 
United  States,  which  were  withheld  in  1834.” 

But,  though  the  agents  of  the  department  proper- 
ly proceeded  to  effect  a future  amicable  adjustment, 
if  possible,  in  full  or  in  part,  notwithstanding  the 
refusal  to  pay  the  dividends  withheld,  yet  they  did 
this,  not  with  a view  of  abandoning  the  claim  of 
the  government  for  the  whole  of  those  dividends, 
after  deducting  any  interest  or  actual  expenses  due. 
Because  it  was  a claim  always  insisted  on  by  this 
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equitable  and  legal  principles,  and  a claim  which 
had  been  so  ably  supported  by  the  official  opinions 
of  the  highest  law  officers  of  the  government.  Nor 
can  the  department  now  recommend  to  congress 
any  relinquishment  or  compromise  of  it.  In  re- 
spect to  the  right  or  propriety  of  the  bank  charter- 
ed by  Pennsylvania,  to  arraign  the  course  of  this 
department  on  the  present  subject,  even  had  it  been 
so  “unauthorised  and  unfortunate”  as  the  memorial 
supposes,  I shall  not  now  stop  to  inquire;  because 
congress  must  be  well  aware  that  the  signer  of  that 
memorial  is  not,  and  for  near  a year  has  not  been, 
president  of  the  United  States  bank  chartered  by 
the  general  government;  that  thi3  department  has 
opened  no  correspondence  with  him  or  the  state 
bank  in  respect  to  this  claim  and  its  settlement,  but 
merely  replied  with  courtesy  to  any  communica- 
tion he  might  choose  to  volunteer  on  the  subject. — 
The  efforts  of  this  department  have  rather  been  di- 
rected to  induce  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  congress,  and  its  officers,  to  make  a 
seasonable  and  just  arrangement  upon  this  embar- 
rassing affair. 

The  United  States  own  no  stock  in  the  bank  in 
behalf  of  which  this  memorial  has  been  presented  to 
congress;  indeed  they  are  expressly  excluded  by  the 
terms  of  its  charter  from  any  direct  interest  in  it. 
Unless  congress  may  choose  to  release  its  claim 
upon  the  bank  chartered  by  itself,  and  accept  the 
bank  chartered  by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  as  its 
debtor,  either  in  the  capacity  of  trustee  or  substi- 
tute, ttie  United  States  nave  no  Immediate  claim 
whatever  upon  the  latter  institution.  The  bank 
chartered  by  congress  is  still  in  existence  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  its  affairs  and  paying  over  what 
is  due  to  its  stockholders.  It  has  a president  and 
all  other  necessary  officers,  and  it  is  for  congress  to 
decide  whether  a new  debtor — a new  corporation, 
over  which  it  possesses  less  legal  control,  shall  be 
substituted  for  the  bank  originally  chartered  by  its 
own  authority,  and  which  has  not  heretofore  made, 
and  does  not  now  make  directly  any  specific  offer 
of  payment  or  compromise. 

But  the  corporation  created  by  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, is  represented  to  have  become  the  trustee 
of  that  one  chartered  by  congress,  and  may  be  now 
acting  in  its  behalf,  though  it  never  has  become  its 
trustee  by  the  consent  of  the  United  States  or  of  this 
department.  If  regarded  as  amply  able  and  safe  for 
the  fulfilment  of  any  obligation  it  may  enter  into 
with  regard  to  this  claim,  whether  with  or  without 
collateral  security,  it  would  seem  to  be  proper  that 
authority  should  be  given  by  some  law  or  joint  re- 
solution, to  accept  its  obligations,  under  such  limi- 
tations as  sound  prudence  may  dictate,  considering 
the  character  of  the  institution  and  the  great  amount 
of  the  debt. 

Without  such  authority,  the  treasury  department 
would  not  of  course  feel  justified  in  making  any  ar- 
rangement whatever  with  the  state  bank  in  question, 
or  with  its  officers,  in  respect  to  this  important 
claim,  and  by  such  “unauthorised”  course  to  chana-e 
the  debtor  of  the  government,  and  perhaps  lessen 
what  congress  might  consider  its  present  legal 
security  for  eventual  payment. 

Whether  the  bank  will  or  “will  never  differ  with 
congress  about  mere  sums  of  money,”  and  whether 
in  respect  to  the  French  bill  “the  pecuniary  in- 
terest involved  was  and  is  a matter  of  indifference” 
or  not,  after  its  two  committees  differed  so  much 
from  the  views  of  ours,  and  “the  pecuniary  interest 
involved”  has  been  insisted  on  till  now,  and  after  its 
large  contested  claim  to  withhold  the  dividends  was 
and  is  yet  persisted  in  though  so  manifestly  inequi- 
table, might  have  been  deemed  questionable  but  for 
the  declarations  in  the  memorial,  which,  it  is  hoped, 
may  be  happily  successful  in  removing  all  future 


doubt  or  difficulty  on  those  points.  But,  should  any 
misfortune,  so  much  to  be  deprecated,  prevent  that 
desirable  result,  certain  it  is  that  the  bank  cannot 
be  more  anxious  than  this  department  “to  avert  the 
hazard  of  any  further  mediation”  connected  with 
it,  and  to  enable  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
institution  chartered  by  congress,  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment,  “to  terminate  their  connection 
with  the  government.”  Respectfully,  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
Hon.  Silas  Wright,  jr.  chairman  of  committee  on 
finance  of  the  senate. 


RELATIONS  WITH  MEXICO. 

Mr.  Howard  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, to  which  had  been  referred  the  message  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States  of  the  Sth  of  Febru- 
ary, made  the  following  report  thereon. 

The  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  of  the  Sth  of  February,  relative  to  Mexico, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  re- 
spectfully offer  the  following  report: 

Tiie  history  or  me  relations  Detween  the  United 
States  and  Mexico  exhibits  an  unbroken  succession 
of  good  feelings,  and,  as  far  as  the  occasion  permit- 
ted, of  kind  offices,  on  the  part  of  the  American  go- 
vernment, following  out,  in  this  as  in  other  respects, 
the  disposition  and  wishes  of  the  people.  The  first 
to  recognise  Mexico  as  an  independent  power,  the 
government  of  the  United  States  has  been  ainon'r 
the  first  in  the  unceasing  manifestation  of  friendship 
to  this  adjacent  North  American  government.  At 
an  early  period  of  her  struggle  for  independence,  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  were  open  to  her  flav, 
even  at  the  hazard  of  incurring  responsibility  lor 
this  act  of  impartial  neutrality. 

But  the  committee  perceive,  with  profound  re- 
gret, that  on  the  part  of  Mexico  there  has  been  a 
long  train  of  injuries  to  the  properly  of  American 
citizens,  and  insults  to  the  national  flag,  for  which 
redress,  though  often  promised,  has  seldom  been  ob- 
tained. 

This  omission  has  doubtless  proceeded,  in  a great 
measure,  from  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  Mex- 
ican government,  the  numerous  and  radical  changes 
in  which  have  prevented  a fixed  policy  from  beino- 
pursued  in  its  foreign  affairs.  But  the  committee  be- 
lieve that  it  has  also  sprung,  in  part,  from  a know- 
ledge of  the  form  of  our  government,  and  the  limited 
powers  of  its  executive  branch. 

Cases  might  be  mentioned  in  which  a demand  for 
redress,  when  made  by  nations  whose  executive  had 
the  power  of  declaring  war,  and  consequently  the 
subordinate  power  of  giving  larare  discretionary  au- 
thority to  its  naval  officers,  has  been  promptly  met 
when  the  consequences  of  refusal  were  uncertain. 
But  our  constitution  has  wisely  placed  the  war  mak- 
ing power  in  the  legislative  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  no  severe  measures  are  likely  to  be  adopt- 
ed towards  any  foreign  power,  unless  upon  much  de- 
liberation and  repeated  aggression.  It  would  seem 
to  follow  from  this,  however,  that  in  proportion  to 
the  slowness  should  be  the  firmness  of  the  voice  of 
the  nation,  when  expressed  through  all  the  depart- 
ments of  its  government. 

Those  nations  which  permit  themselves  to  disre- 
gard the  remonstrances  of  the  president,  when  con- 
veyed through  agents  appointed  by  him,  and  rely  for 
their  security  upon  the  limited  powers  which  our 
constitution  has  entrusted  to  that  officer,  must  be 
taught  that  his  complaints  against  injury  and  outrage 
do  but  speak,  in  anticipation,  the  voice  of  the  entire 
people  of  the  country. 

It  may  be  that,  without  reference  to  the  limited 
powers  of  the  president,  the  government  of  Mexico 
has  been  encouraged  to  persevere  in  its  course  of 
aggression  by  the  general  absence  from  its  neighbor- 
hood of  vessels  of  war  belonging  to  the  U nited  States, 
the  interposition  of  which  might  have  been  more 
effectual  than  a diplomatic  note. 

To  illustrate  this  position,  the  committee  will  se- 
lect, out  of  the  many  cases  of  serious  and  flagrant 
injury  inflicted  upon  the  commerce  and  rights  of  the 
United  States,  by  officers  of  the  Mexican  republic, 
one  of  the  very  few  in  which  that  government  listen- 
ed to  our  demand  for  satisfaction. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  iha  OLA.o 1 

er  Jefferson  anchored  off  the  port  of  Tampico,  direct 
from  Pensacola,  having  been  sent  out  by  order  of 
commodore  Dallas.  Lieut.  Osborn,  and  his  boat’s 
crew,  who  went  on  shore,  were  seized  and  imprison- 
ed, and  the  vessel  prohibited  from  entering  the  river. 
A demand  for  satisfaction  made  by  the  American 
consul  was  haughtily  refused.  The  Jefferson  left 
the  port,  but  communicated  with  the  sloop  of  war 
Grampus,  of  eighteen  guns,  which  came  to  off  the 
bar;  and  on  the  following  day  there  arrived  another 
American  corvette,  and  both  anchored  there. 

The  commander  of  the  Grampus  directed  a note 
to  the  principal  of  the  port,  informing  him  that  by 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— MARCH  11,  1837— WAR  IN  FLORIDA— OFFICIAL. 


order  of  the  chief  of  the  division  on  the  West  India 
station,  he  had  come  to  enter  into  a correspondence 
with  him  relative  to  the  insult  which  he  had  inflicted 
on  the  American  flag.  A note  followed  from  the 
foreign  department  of  the  Mexican  government  to 
Mr.  Ellis,  requesting  him  to  interpose  his  authority, 
and  order  the  vessels  to  retire.  Mr.  Ellis  very  pro- 
perly declined  to  do  so.  In  a few  days  an  official 
communication  apprised  Mr.  Ellis  that  the  Mexican 
government  had  supplanted  the  officer  in  command 
at  Tampico,  “by  substituting  in  his  stead  a chief 
who,  it  flatters  itself,  will  know  how  to  preserve 
greater  harmony  with  the  agents  and  subjects  of 
foreign  nations;”  and  announced  that  “a  summary 
investigation  had  been  ordered  to  be  instituted, 
which  by  putting  in  its  true  light  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Gomez, 'would  apply  to  him  the  punishment  he  de- 
served, if  he  should  prove  culpable,  as  well  as  to  all 
others  who  may  have  taken  any  part  in  the  affair 
treated  upon,”  renewing  the  request  that  Mr.  Ellis 
would  then  give  his  orders  for  the  withdrawal  of  the 
squadron  from  before  Tampico;  which  was  done,  and 
tho  departed.  The  committee  would  be 

pleased  if  they  could  stop  here  in  the  narrative,  but 
they  are  compelled  to  remark  that,  shortly  after- 
wards, the  individual  whose  punishment  was  thus 
promised,  as  an  atonement  for  the  insult  to  the  Ame- 
rican flag,  was  recalled  into  service,  and  assigned  to 
a command  upon  the  coast,  where  his  hostile  feelings 
might  again  endanger  the  security  of  American  citi- 
zens or  property. 

The  effect  of  this  open  withdrawal  of  the  apolo- 
gy yielded  to  the  American  government  was,  as 
might  have  been  anticipated,  soon  made  to  appear 
in  lresh  outrages  upon  some  American  citizens,  who 
were  entitled  to  have  been  treated  with  peculiar 
forbearance,  not  only  because  they  were  in  the  em- 
ployment of  the  American  government,  but  be- 
cause they  constituted  a part  of  the  crew  of  one  of 
the  national  vessels,  whose  services  on  board  might 
have  been  very  essential.  The  arrest  and  impri- 
sonment of  eight  of  the  seamen  belonging  to  the 
sloop  of  war  Natchez  will  not  now  be  made  the 
subject  of  comment,  further  than  to  remark,  that 
the  prevention  of  the  American  consul  from  visit- 
ing them,  whilst  sick  and  in  prison,  from  the  4th  to 
the  19th  of  November,  was  an  act  of  unpardonable 
inhumanity,  and  appears  to  have  proceeded  from  the 
same  officer  whose  fictitious  punishment,  but  real 
promotion,  had  been  offered  as  an  atonement  for  a 
previous  insult  to  the  American  flag. 

Looking  through  the  catalogue  of  complaints 
which  the  United  States  have  to  make  against  Mex- 
ico, on  their  own  account,  as  the  party  whose  dig- 
nity ami  honor  aro  acaailml,  thn  committee  are  un- 
able to  perceive  any  proof  of  a desire  on  the  part 
of  the  Mexican  government  to  repair  injury  or  sa- 
tisfy honor. 

The  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  have 
been  fired  into,  her  citizens  attacked  and  even  put 
to  death,  and  her  ships  of  war  treated  with  disre- 
spect when  paying  a friendly  visit  to  a port  where 
they  had  a right  to  expect  hospitality.  It  was  the 
inattention  of  the  Mexican  government  to  com- 
plaints of  this  description,  that  appears  chiefly  to 
have  induced  the  return  of  the  late  charge  des  af- 
faires; for  in  his  note  of  December  7th,  he  says: 
“If  those  (the  claims)  that  might  be  presented 
should  be  acknowledged  as  just,  yet  so  long  as  the 
several  cases  of  unprovoked  and  inexcusable  out- 
rages inflicted  on  the  officers  and  flag  of  his  coun- 
try, which  have  been  heretofore  submitted  to  the 
Mexican  executive,  remained  unsatisfactorily  an- 
swered, he  would  have  but  one  course  to  pursue.” 

It  is  possible  that  the  claims  for  private  property, 
which  had  recently  been  presented  anew  to  their 
notice,  may  have  attracted  the  serious  attention  of 
that  government;  but  if  a cordial  disposition  was 
felt  to  adjust  them,  it  is  not  easy  to  imagine  why 
those  cases,  where  a decree  of  the  Mexican  autho- 
rities had  been  for  a long  time  passed  for  their  pay- 
ment, and  a portion  actually  paid,  were  not  fully 
satisfied.  The  committee  are  willing  to  hope,  how- 
ever,  that  the  manifestation  of  serious  discontent  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  by  the  withdrawal  of 
their  official  representative,  will  induce  a.c  Mexi- 
can government  to  engage  in  the  active  investiga- 
uuuui  <iii  uit;  giuunvio  uf  complaint,  pressed  upon 
them  for  many  years  past.  They  fully  concur  with 
the  president,  that  ample  cause  exists  for  taking  re- 
dress into  our  own  hands,  and  believe  that  we 
should  bo  justified,  in  the  opinion  of  other  nations, 
for  taking  such  a step.  But  they  are  willing  to  try 
the  experiment  of  another  demand,  made  in  the 
most  solemn  form, .upon  the  justice  of  the  Mexican 
government,  before  any  further  proceedings  are 
adopted.  It  is  their  opinion  that  a diplomatic  func- 
tionary of  the  highest  grade  should  be  appointed  to 
bear  this  last  appeal,  whose  rank  would  indicate  at 
once  the  importance  of  his  mission,  and  the  respect 
in  which  the  government  to  which  he  is  accredited 


is  held;  for  notwithstanding  the  causeless  ill  feel- 
ing which  appears  to  prevail  in  Mexico  towards  the 
government  and  people  of  the  United  States,  the 
latter  will  continue  as  long  as  possible,  to  treat 
with  respect  their  ancient,  though  now  estranged 
friend.  In  conclusion,  the  committee  respectfully 
submit  to  the  house  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  indignities  offered  to  the 
American  flag  and  injuries  committed  upon  the 
persons  and  property  of  American  citizens,  by  offi- 
cers of  the  Mexican  government,  and  the  refusal 
or  neglect  of  that  government  to  make  suitable 
atonement,  would  justify  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  in  taking  measures  to  obtain  immediate  re- 
dress, by  the  exercise  of  its  own  power. 

Resolved,  That,  as  an  evidence  of  the  desire  of 
the  American  government  to  preserve  peaceful  re- 
lations with  the  government  of  Mexico,  as  long  as 
the  same  may  be  compatible  with  that  dignity 
which  it  is  due  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
to  preserve  unimpaired,  the  president  be,  and  is 
hereby,  respectfully  requested  to  make  another  so- 
lemn demand,  in  the  most  impressive  form,  upon 
tne  government  vC  Mexico,  lor  redress  or  the  grie- 
vances which  have  heretofore  been  ineffectually 
presented  to  its  notice. 

WAR  IN  FLORIDA— OFFICIAL. 

HEAD  QUARTERS,  ARMY  OF  THE  SOUTH, 

Fort  Armstrong,  Feb.  7,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  secretary  of  war,  and  the  general-in- 
chief,  that  the  main  body  of  the  army  under  my 
command  was  put  in  motion  on  the  22d  ultimo,  to 
attack  the  Indians  and  negroes  in  the  strongholds 
which  they  were  said  to  occupy  on  the  head  waters 
of  the  Ochlawaha. 

On  the  23d,  lieutenant  colonel  Cawlfield  was  de- 
tached with  his  battalion  of  mounted  Alabama  vo- 
lunteers, captain  Harris’  company  of  marines,  and 
major  Morris’  Indian  warriors,  accompanied  by  my 
aid,  lieut.  Chambers,  to  attack  Osuchee  (Cooper), 
a chief  of  some  note,  who  was  reported  to  have  a 
large  Indian  force  under  his  command  in  a swamp 
on  the  borders  of  the  Aapopka  lake.  The  chief 
was  surprised,  himself  and  three  warriors  killed, 
and  nine  Indians  (women  and  children)  and  eight 
negroes  captured.  One  of  our  Indian  warriors  was 
mortally  wounded,  and  died  on  the  26th. 

It  was  ascertained  from  the  prisoners  that  the 
principal  Indian  and  negro  force  had  retired  from 
the  Ochlawaha,  in  a southeasterly  direction,  to- 
wards the  head  of  the  Cooloosahatchee.  Pursuit 
was  immediately  commenced,  with  no  other  guide 
than  the  track  of  their  ponies  and  rattle. 

The  Thlau-hatkee,  (White  mountains),  an  ele- 
vated range  of  hills,  not  mentioned  by  any  geogra- 
pher, nor  described  in  any  account  of  Florida  which 
I have  seen  was  passed  on  the  24th.  The  ascent  in 
many  places  was  so  difficult  as  to  render  drag  ropes 
and  heavy  details  of  men  necessaiy  to  take  the  bag- 
gage wagons  over  the  heights. 

On  approaching  the  Tbla-pac-hatchee  on  the 
morning  of  the  27th,  the  herds  of  cattle  feeding  on 
the  prairies,  and  the  numerous  recent  trails  in  vari- 
ous directions,  indicated  the  presence  of  the  enemy. 
The  army  was  halted,  and  scouts  sent  out  on  the 
different  trails  to  obtain  information. 

Colonel  Henderson,  with  lieutenant  colonel  Cawl- 
field’s  battalion,  captain  Harris’  mounted  marines, 
and  major  Morris’  Indian  warriors,  accompanied  by 
my  aid,  lieutenant  Chambers,  was  detached  to  make 
a reconnoissance  of  the  country  in  advance,  with 
orders  to  attack  the  enemy  if  he  should  find  them, 
and  deem  his  command  sufficient,  and  report  by  ex- 
press their  force  and  position. 

The  enemy  was  found  on  the  Hatchee-Lustee,  in 
and  near  the  “Great  Cypress  Swamp,”  and  prompt- 
ly and  gallantly  attacked.  Lieut.  Chambers,  with 
Price’s  company  of  Alabama  volunteers,  by  a rapid 
charge,  succeeded  in  capturing  the  horses  and  bag- 
gage of  the  enemy,  with  twenty-five  Indians  and 
negroes,  principally  women  and  children,  the  men 
having  mostly  fled  into  the  swamp. 

Col.  Henderson,  leaving  one  company  with  the 

pilouneia  and  liuiaca,  entv rod  llic  awailip  WTlll  (.lie 

remainder  of  his  command,  drove  the  enemy  across 
the  Hatchee-Lustee,  passed  that  river  under  their 
fire,  and  drove  them  into  a more  dense  and  difficult 
swamp,  where  they  dispersed. 

The  messenger  first  sent  to  report  to  me  was  kill- 
ed; a second  was  more  fortunate.  The  parties  de- 
tached on  other  trails  were  called  in,  and  lieut.  col 
Freeman,  with  a small  force  of  pioneers  and  artil- 
lery, being  charged  with  the  defence  of  the  camp, 
the  disposable  force  of  brigadier  gen.  Armistead’s 
brigade,  with  major  Graham’s  infantry,  and  Thaste- 
nuggee  Hajo’s  Indian  warriors,  was  moved  forward 
to  support  col.  Henderson.  When  the  troops  reach- 
ed the  point  where  the  colonel  had  entered  the 
I swamp,  it  was  ascertained  that  he  was  in  rapid  pur- 1 


suit  of  the  enemy  and  was  believed  to  be  fully  able 
to  manage  the  force  opposed  to  him. 

The  Indian  scouts,  at  this  moment,  reported  a 
large  hostile  force  about  two  miles  to  our  right.-?- 
Major  Whiting’s  battalion  was  left  as  a reserve,  and 
the  sixth  infantry,  with  major  Graham’s  company 
of  the  fourth,  and  a small  party  of  Indian  warriors, 
was  moved  to  the  point  indicated.  The  swamps 
and  hammocks  were  entered  and  passed  by  the 
troops  in  perfect  order,  and  the  advance  under  maj. 
Graham,  found  a large  Indian  encampment,  with 
fires  burning  and  provisions  cooking,  the  enemy 
having  fled  to  the  surrounding  swamps. 

As  night  was  approaching,  pursuit  was  impossi- 
ble, and  the  troops  returned  to  camp,  where  they 
arrived  about  9 o’clock.  Colonel  Henderson  re- 
turned after  ten. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th.  a prisoner  was  sent 
to  Jumper,  and  the  other  hostile  chiefs,  with  an  of- 
fer of  peace,  on  a strict  fulfilment  by  them,  of  the 
terms  of  the  treaty,  and  the  army  moved  forward 
and  occupied  a strong  position  on  Tolisspi-ka-lrea 
lake,  within  a few'  miles  of  the  point  at  which  the 
Cypress  Swamp  approaches  it,  where  several  hu^. 
dred  head  of  cattle  w'ere  obtained. 

The  prisoner  returned  on  the  night  of  the  29th 
with  pacific  messages  from  Alligator  and  Abraham. 

Abraham  visited  me  on  the  31st.  He  returned, 
and  brought  in  Jumper  and  Alligator,  with  two  sub- 
chiefs, one  a nephew  of  Mieanopy,  on  the  third  in- 
stant. 

These  chiefs  entered  into  an  arrangement  to  meet 
me  at  Fort  Dade,  with  the  other  chiefs  of  the  nation, 
on  the  18th  inst.  and  promised  to  send  out  runners, 
and  cause  hostilities  to  be  suspended  until  the  con- 
ference shall  have  taken  place. 

I shall  employ  the  intermediate  time  in  prepara- 
tions for  the  most  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war; 
and,  from  the  information  I have  from  prisoners,  I 
shall  probably  be  able  to  follow  the  enemy  into  their 
most  hidden  retreats,  should  they  reject  the  terms 
offered  to  them. 

The  army  commenced  its  return  march  on  the 
4th;  I left  it  yesterday  about  thirty  miles  back,  and 
came  in  last  evening;  it  arrived  to-day  in  good 
health  and  tine  spirits.  Colonel  Henderson’s  re- 
port, a copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  will  give  you 
more  detailed  information  of  the  battle  of  the  Hat- 
chee-Lustee than  I have  been  able  to  embody  in 
this  report.  I unite  with  the  colonel  in  the  request 
that  the  officers  whom  he  has  named  may  be  re- 
warded by  the  distinguished  approbation  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  I ask,  as  an  act  of  justice,  that  the 
same  distinguished  approbation  be  extended  to  the 
gallant  colonel  himself. 

Though  but  a small  part  of  the  force  had  the  good 
fortune  to  engage  the  enemy  in  battle,  all,  without 
a single  exception,  have  performed  their  duties  in 
the  most  satisfactory  manner. 

They  have  opened  a road  near  seventy  miles  in- 
to the  interior  of  the  enemy’s  country,  and  to  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  his  strongest  holds,  where  the 
white  man  perhaps  had  never  been  seen  before;  and 
by  their  patient,  cheerful  and  persevering  labors, 
have  contributed  as  much  probably  to  their  discom- 
fiture, as  would  have  been  effected  by  a general 
and  decisive  battle. 

To  brigadier  general  Armistead,  lieutenant  colo- 
nel Cawlfield,  major  Thompson,  major  Whiting, 
and  major  Morris;  and  to  col.  Henderson,  lieut.  col. 
Freeman,  major  Kirby,  and  major  Graham,  as  well 
as  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  their  respective  com- 
mands, I am  under  the  greatest  obligation,  for  the 
prompt  and  efficient  support  which  they  have,  on  all 
occasions,  given  to  me  during  the  expedition. 

Lieutenant  colonels  Stanton  and  Brown  of  the 
adjutant  general’s  department,  captain  Crossman, 
quartermaster,  lieutenant  Searle,  principal  commis- 
sary, Dr.  Kearny,  medical  director,  captain  Tomp- 
kins, ordnance  officer,  and  my  aids  lieutenants 
Chambers  and  Linnard,  merit  my  warmest  com- 
mendation for  the  efficiency,  ability  and  zeal  with 
which  they  have  performed  their  duties. 

Every  department  and  every  individual  has  ful- 
filled my  utmost  expectations,  and  nothing  necessary 
lu  be  d viie  lias  been  left  undone. 

As  an  act  of  justice  to  all  my  predecessors  in 
command,  I consider  it  my  duty  to  say  that  the  dif- 
ficulties attending  military  operations  in  this  coun- 
try, can  be  properly  appreciated  only  by  those  ac- 
quainted with  them.  I have  had  advantages  which 
neither  of  them  possessed,  in  better  preparations 
and  more  abundant  supplies;  and  I found  it  impos- 
sible to  operate  with  any  prospect  of  success,  until 
I had  established  a line  of  depots  across  the  coun- 
try. 

This  is  a service  which  no  man  would  seek  with 
any  other  view  than  the  mere  performance  of  his 
duty;  distinction,  or  increase  of  reputation,  is  out  of 
the  question;  and  the  difficulties  are  such,  that  the 
I best  concerted  plans  may  result  in  absolute  failure. 
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and  the  best  established  reputation  be  lost  without 
a fault. 

If  I have  at  any  time  said  aught  in  disparagement 
of  the  operations  of  others  in  Florida,  either  verbal- 
ly or  in  writing,  officially  or  unofficially,  knowing 
the  country  as  I now  know  it,  I consider,  myseif 
bound  as  a man  of  honor  solemnly  to  retract  it. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
TH.  S.  JESUP , maj. gen.  commanding. 

Brig.  gen.  11.  Jones,  adj.  gen.  Washington  city. 

Head  quarters  of  tiie  army  of  the  south, 
Hatch- ee-lus-kee,  January  28,  1837. 

General:  Under  your  directions,  I left  the 
main  army  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  with  the 
mounted  Alabama  volunteers  under  lieut.  col.  Cawl- 
field  and  the  company  of  mounted  marines  under 
capt.  Harris,  and  proceeded,  accompanied  by  your 
aid,  lieut.  Chambers,  on  a southerly  trail.  Orders 
were  left  &r  major  Morris  with  his  command  to  fol- 
low as-^pidly  as  possible. 

SoJii  after  we  left  your  position,  a large  number 
ofeattle  were  collected,  and  sent  in  under  charge  of 
portions  of  two  companies  of  the  Alabama  volun- 
teers. You  were  present,  however,  when  this  de- 
tachment was  made. 

The  troops  under  my  command  then  pursued  the 
trail  for  about  a mile,  when  we  came  to  two  diverg- 
ing trails,  one  taking  a south  easterly  course,  and  the 
other  more  to  the  eastward.  On  these  two  trails, 
the  signs  were  the  most  recent,  and  lieut.  Cham- 
bers with  a few  men  proceeded  to  trace  out  one  of 
them,  while  the  rest  of  the  troops,  joined  there  by 
major  Morris,  pursued  the  other.  We  had  proceed- 
ed but  a small  distance  when  a volunteer,  sent  by 
lieut.  Chambers,  brought  information  that  fresh 
signs  of  women’s  and  children’s  tracks  were  dis- 
covered, and  requested  a company  to  be  sent  to 
him.  Capt.  Price’s  company  of  volunteers  was 
ordered  accordingly. 

About  a mile  in  advance  a negro  man  was  cap- 
tured at  a lire.  He  informed  us  that  a large  num- 
ber of  negroes  were  in  advance,  and  from  40  to  50 
Indians,  with  Abraham,  were  in  our  rear.  He  stat- 
ed that  he  had  left  the  latter  body  since  sunrise  in 
the  morning. 

The  determination  was  promptly  made  to  retrace 
our  steps,  and  attack  the  Indians.  Just  as  we  were 
about  to  march,  one  of  the  volunteers  came  up,  and 
gave  information  that  lieut.  Chambers  had  over- 
taken a considerable  force  of  Indians  and  negroes. 

An  order  was  given  to  proceed  to  his  support,  and 
a rapid  movement  made  for  that  purpose.  When 
we  came  up  with  him,  he  was  in  possession  of  two 
Indian  women  and  three  children,  besides  a body  ot 
negroes  takeq  by  the  volunteers  in  the  adjoining 
pine  woods.  He  had  also  in  his  possession  over  a 
hundred  ponies,  with  a large  quantity  of  plunder 
packed  on  them,  as  well  as  several  stand  of  arms. 

The  main  body  of  the  enemy  escaped  in  the 
swamp,  and  maj.  Morris  was  ordered  with  his  com- 
mand to  pursue,  and  bring  them  in.  He  entered 
the  swamp  in  accordance  with  the  order. 

The  remaining  troops  were  then  ordered  to  form 
to  pursue  the  Indian  force  in  our  rear,  and  were 
ready  to  march  when  a firing  commenced  in  the 
swamp. 

Lieut.  Searle  reached  us  here  under  your  orders, 
to  obtain  information  of  our  position  and  movements. 
When  the  firing  commenced,  and  the  order  given  to 
move  in  support  of  maj.  Morris,  he  sent  a messen- 
ger to  you,  and  bravely  joined  the  troops  in  entering 
the  swamp. 

About  half  past  eleven,  the  marines,  preceded 
by  the  officers,  entered  the  swamp,  and  were 
immediately  followed  by  the  Alabama  volunteers. 
Four  or  five  hundred  yards  after  entering  the  swamp, 
we  arrived  at  a deep  stream,  from  twenty  to  twen- 
ty-five yards  wide,  and  found  maj.  Morris’  batta- 
lion engaged  will)  the  enemy  across  it.  A tree  had 
been  felled  from  each  side,  and  formed  the  only  way 
of  passing  it. 

The  troops,  as  they  came  up,  were  ordered  to  ex- 
tend to  the  right  and  left,  and  by  a cross  fire  to 

niSlouge  onprr,jr  Tl..;.  a „„„  ,i„i i, i 

an  order  was  given  to  cross  the  stream;  when  capt. 
Morris  (major  of  the  1st  Indian  battalion)  gallantly 
advanced  on  the  log,  followed  by  lieut.  Chambers, 
lieut.  Searle  and  capt.  Harris.  Lieut.  Lee,  (captain  of 
the  Indian  battalion),  swam  the  stream  at  this  time, 
and  joined  the  officers  on  the  other  side.  I attempt- 
ed to  cross  in  this  way,  but  had  to  return  to  the  log, 
and  crossed  there.  At  this  stream,  private  Wright, 
of  the  marines,  was  killed,  and  sergeant  Cunning- 
ham, and  privates  Sullivan  and  Foley  wounded,  but 
not  dangerously. 

Just  as  1 was  crossing,  an  officer  was  sent  from 
lieut.  col.  Cawlfield  on  our  right  for  orders.  He 
was  directed  to  cross  as  rapidly  as  he  could  with  his 
men,  alter  the  regulars  and  Indians  had  passed  over. 


We  were  then  promptly  joined  by  the  marines, 
Morris’  artillery,  and  some  friendly  Indians,  and 
pursued  the  enemy  as  rapidly  as  the  deep  swamp, 
and  their  mode  of  warfare  admitted. 

Another  fire  from  them  was  received  further  in  ad- 
vance, and  their  trail  from  the  swamp  was  followed 
through  an  open  pine  woods,  and  traced  till  it  again 
entered  the  swamp,  three-quarters  of  a mile  from 
the  place  it  came  out.  We  were  joined  by  lieut. 
col.  Cawlfield,  with  his  men,  who  had  been  delayed 
in  crossing  the  stream.  The  swamp  was  again 
entered,  deeper  and  more  difficult  to  pass,  than  it 
had  been.  The  friendly  Indians  were  directed  to 
enter  on  each  flank,  while  the  regulars  and  volun- 
teers advanced  in  the  centre.  The  regulars  were 
ordered  to  lead  the  march. 

After  advancing  about  half  a mile,  the  enemy 
again  fired  on  us  but  retreated  on  the  advance  ofthe 
troops.  At  this  place,  private  Peterson  of  the  ma- 
rines was  killed,  and  corporal  Stevens  severely,  but 
not  dangerously,  wounded.  On  a further  advance 
into  the  swamp  a few  more  guns  were  fired  by  the 
enemy  who  retreated  as  the  troops  followed  them. 

ouun  mis  last  nrc,  a arm  woman 

with  a child,  were  taken,  and  an  order  was  given 
for  the  return  of  the  troops  after  4 o’clock.  " The 
wife  and  child  of  the  negro  man  were  kept,  and  he 
was  sent  to  the  enemy  to  induce  them  to  come  in, 
as  they  had  lost  all  their  clothing,  blankets  and 
other  property. 

The  troops  then  returned  to  the  position  occupi- 
ed by  major  Whiting,  and  remained  there  till  join- 
ed by  lieut.  col.  Cawlfield,  who  had  remained  in 
the  open  woods  for  one  of  his  companies  which  had 
not  come  out  of  the  swamp.  He  joined  some  time 
after  dark  with  another  negro  prisoner  taken  by  his 
company.  The  troops  then  took  up  the  line  of 
march,  and  reached  the  camp  ot  the  main  army  at 
10  o’clock  at  night. 

Capt.  Howie,  acting  assistant  adjutant  general, 
was  reported  by  the  surgeon  too  unwell  to  accom- 
pany the  troops  on  this  expedition,  and  was  not  in- 
formed of  my  intention  to  take  command.  He  and 
capt.  Crossman,  however,  entered  the  swamp  with 
an  expectation  of  taking  part  in  the  operations,  but 
were  not  fortunate  to  join  till  the  attacks  were  over. 
Snch  an  effort  is  a sufficient  evidence  of  what  their 
conduct  would  have  been,  had  they  succeeded  in 
reaching  us  sooner. 

The  loss  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  in  these  seve- 
ral attacks,  could  not  be  ascertained,  as  the  troops 
made  no  halt  in  the  pursuit,  and  returned  after  dark. 
One  Indian,  however,  and  two  negroes  were  seen 
by  the  troops,  dead. 

The  result  of  this  day’s  operations,  was  the  cap- 
ture of  two  Indian  women  and  three  children,  and 
twenty-three  negroes,  young  and  old — over  a hun- 
dred ponies,  with  packs  on  about  fifty  of  them. — 
All  their  clothing,  blankets  and  other  baggage  were 
abandoned  by  the  enemy;  and  either  taken  or  de- 
stroyed by  us. 

In  concluding  this  report,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to 
state  that  lieut.  col.  Cawlfield’s  command  executed 
every  duty  assigned  it  with  great  promptness  and 
firmness. 

A portion  of  the  friendly  Indians  that  came  un- 
der my  eye,  also  conducted  themselves  with  great 
bravery. 

The  regular  troops,  both  artillery  and  marines, 
displayed  great  bravery,  and  the  most  untiring  and 
determined  perseverance.  The  marines,  however, 
I cannot  refrain  from  mentioning  in  a particular 
manner.  The  killed  and  wounded  show  where  they 
were;  and  render  any  further  comment  from  me  un- 
necessary. 

Lieut.  Whitney  of  capt.  Harris’s  company,  and 
lieut.  Brent  of  capt.  Morris’,  were  with  their  com- 
panies, and  shared  in  the  dangers  and  fatigue  of  the 
day  in  such  a manner  as  to  reflect  credit  on  them. 

I would  recommend  to  the  paiticular  notice  of 
yourself  and  the  government,  the  five  officers  who 
first  crossed  the  stream,  and  who,  in  the  pursuit,  con- 
stantly led  the  van.  It  would  be  as  gratifying  to  me 
as  it  would  be  just  to  them,  that  some  marks  of  dis- 
tinction be  bestowed  where  such  gallantry  has  been 

your  obd’t  serv’t,  ARCH.  HENDERSON, 

Col.  com.  second  brigade,  army  ofthe  south. 

Major  gen.  Thos.  S.  Jesup,  com.  army  ofthe  south, 
Head  quarters,  Hatch- ee-lus-kee,  Florida. 

Brevet  col.  Fanning’s  official  report  of  the  action  of 

the  8th  of  February,  with  the  Seminole  Indians 

at  the  head  of  Lake  Monroe,  Florida. 

Camp  Monroe,  on  Lake  Monroe,  Florida, 
February  9,  1837. 

General:  On  yesterday  morning,  a little  before 
daylight,  we  were  aroused  by  the  war  whoop  all 
around  us.  The  enemy’s  right  rested  on  the  lake 
above  us,  and  hi3  line  extended  round  our  front, 
his  left  resting  on  the  lake  below.  Our  men  sprang 


to  their  breastworks.  A sharp  contest  ensued. — 
Second  lieut.  Thomas,  of  the  4th  artillery,  was  di- 
rected to  go  on  board  the  steamboat  Santee,  serve 
the  six  pounder,  and  direct  his  fire  upon  the  right 
ofthe  enemy.  Our  flank  in  that  direction  was  soon 
cleared.  The  enemy  pertinaciously  hung  upon  our 
front  and  right  flank  for  nearly  three  hours,  and  then 
retired,  wearied  of  the  contest.  Our  men,  being  re- 
cruits, at  first  wasted  a great  deal  of  ammunition, 
and  it  was  with  much  difficulty  the  officers  prevented 
them  from  throwing  away  their  shots.  They  soon 
however,  became  collected,  and  in  the  end  behaved 
extremely  well.  In  fact,  the  enemy  was  hand- 
somely repulsed.  The  extensive  fire  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  traces  he  has  left  behind,  show  him  to  have 
been  about  from  three  to  four  hundred  in  torce. 

The  brave  captain  Mellon,  of  the  2d  regiment  of 
artillery,  a few  minutes  after  the  combat  commenced, 
received  a ball  in  his  breast,  and  fell  dead  at  his 
post.  We  last  night  gave  to  his  remains  all  we  could 
give,  our  tears  and  “a  soldier’s  grave.”  Captain 
Mellon  entered  the  service  at  the  commencement 

of  the  last  war  with  T^nn-lowd  nnrt  h"" ... 

mained  in  it.  He  has  left  no  property,  and  I know 
he  has  left  a widow  and  four  children  to  deplore  his 
loss.* 

Passed  midshipman  McLaughlin,  serving  with 
the  army,  ready  by  my  side  to  convey  orders,  re- 
ceived a ball  in  his  breast.  The  surgeon  cannot 
yet  pronounce  his  fate,  but  has  strong  hopes  of  his 
recovery.  This  gentleman  had  charge  of  the  sup- 
plies for  the  detachment,  as  well  as  of  those  for  the 
army  expected  here.  . He  has  performed  his  duties 
with  great  zeal  and  ability.  On  every  occasion  of 
apparent  danger,  I have  found  him  on  the  spot, 
ready  to  perform  any  service  of  hazard.  Let  us 
hope  he  may  yet  live  to  grace  the  profession  he  has 
chosen. 

On  examining  the  ground,  we  found  no  dead 
enemies,  yet  we  found  several  trails  apparently 
made  by  the  dragging  off  of  the  dead  bodies.  We 
also  found  several  belts  and  straps  covered  with 
blood,  a small  pouch  of  bullets  and  some  scalping 
knives.  It  is  most  probable  the  enemy  suffered 
more  than  ourselves.  It  is  true  we  are  without  the 
trophies  of  victory,  but  this  is  no  reason  that  the  of- 
ficers whom  I have  had  the  honor  to  command,  and 
whose  gallant  bearing  I have  witnessed,  should  not 
receive  honorable  mention.  Lieut,  col.  Harney, 
commanding  the  four  companies  of  dragoons,  dis- 
played, during  the  contest,  tne  greatest  boldness  and 
vigor,  and  inspired  his  newly  enlisted  men  with 
great  confidence.  I have  at  all  times  received  from 
him  the  most  energetic  support.  With  the  officers 
of  his  battalion  T havp  pvery  reason  Lc  well  oaUo 
fled.  My  eye  was  upon  every  one,  and  I discover- 
ed nothing  but  firmness  and  confidence  in  all.  In 
justice  to  them  their  names  must  be  mentioned: 
captain  Gordon,  captain  Bean,  1st  lieut.  John  Gra- 
ham, 1st  lieut.  Howe,  1st  lieut.  Hamilton,  1st  lieut. 
Blake,  2d  lieut.  McNeil,  2d  lieut.  Thornton,  2d 
lieut.  Kingsbury,  and  2d  lieut.  May. 

On  the  fall  of  captain  Mellon,  captain  Vinton,  of 
the  3d  artillery,  assumed  the  command  of  the  two 
companies  of  artillery.  I have  long  known  his 
great  military  attainments.  On  this  occasion  I wit- 
nessed his  conduct  and  courage.  1st  lieut.  David- 
son took  the  command  of  Mellon’s  company  during 
the  engagement.  It  could  not  have  fallen  into  bet- 
ter hands.  I have  already  spoken  of  the  service 
rendered  by  2d  lieut.  Thomas,  of  the  4th  artillery. 
He  has  always  volunteered  his  services  on  every 
dangerous  scouting  party.  Lieut.  Piercy  of  the 
navy,  captain  of  the  friendly  Indians,  with  his  In- 
dian force,  fought  among  the  regular  troops;  and  he 
is  always  foremost  in  danger.  He  has,  at  all  times, 
volunteered  his  services  for  any  difficult  or  hazard- 
ous enterprize. 

Assistant  surgeon  Laub  dressed  the  wounded  un- 
der the  fire  of  the  enemy.  In  fact,  I have  never  seen 
the  sick  soldier  more  promptly  or  faithfully  attended 
to,  than  since  this  detachment  left  Volusia.  Lieut. 
Dusenbery,  quartermaster  to  the  expedition,  had 
been  sent  previously  to  the  attack  to  Volusia,  and 
could  not  be  present  at  the  time.  His  duties  have 
Lucn  veiy  arduous,  and  he  has  discharged  them  with 
vigor,  zeal  and  ability.  Paddy  Carr,  the  Creek 
chief,  fought  well.  Ii„  L»,, 

scouting  parties,  and  has  performed  those  laborious 
and  dangerous  duties  with  great  promptitude  and 
cheerfulness. 

I cannot  end  this  letter  without  publicly  express- 
ing my  thanks  to  captains  Brooks  and  Peck  of  the 
steamboats  Santee  and  Essayons.  They  have  un- 
hesitatingly pushed  their  boats  through  difficult 
channels,  and  unknown  waters,  into  the  heart  of  the 


*Their  pension  will  be  but  twenty-five  dollars 
per  month  for  five  years.  Now  I think  too  well  of 
my  countrymen  to  believe  it  is  their  will  that  this 
should  be  the  limit  of  the  nation’s  gratitude. 
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enemy’s  country.  I must  be  pardoned  this  prolixi- 
ty. If  I have  mentioned  all,  it  is  because  all  de- 
serve mention.  Never  have  officers — charged  with 
a delicate  and  hazardous  enterprize — served  with 
more  zeal  and  promptitude. 

You  will  herewith  receive  official  lists  of  the  kill- 
ed and  wounded.  To  the  wounded,  passed  mid- 
shipman McLaughlin  should  be  added.  The  “John 
Stoney”  is  just  arrived.  Lieut.  Dusenbery  hands 
me  a letter  from  lieut.  Chambers,  aid-de-camp. — 
By  this,  I learn  that  hostilities  are  to  cease  for  the 
present,  and  that  this  detachment  is  directed  to  fall 
back  upon  Volusia.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

A.  C.  W.  FANNING, 
Brevet  lieut  col.  com.  detachment. 
Brig.  gen.  R.  Jones,  adj’tgen.  U.  S.  army, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Report  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  the  affair  with 
the  Seminole  Indians,  at  Camp  Monroe,  Florida, 
on  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  Feb.  1836. 

Killed — Captain  Charles  Mellon,  of  the  2d  re- 
giment of  artillery. 

Wounded,  1^/ raaaca  uiiusiJijjiiicxu,  cr.  rv>. 

Laughlin  of  the  navy;  1 corporal  and  2 privates  of 
E,  2 privates  of  G,  and  1 of  H companies;  2d  dra- 
goons 6;  1 sergeant  and  3 privates  of  C company, 
2d  artillery,  and  4 privates  of  B company,  3d  artil- 
lery 8. 


Meeting  in  New  York.  There  was  another  “re- 
gulation meeting”  in  the  Park,  New  York,  on  Mon- 
day afternoon  last,  convened  to  take  into  consider- 
ation the  high  price  of  rents,  provisions,  &c.  The 
assembly  is  said  to  have  been  respectable,  though 
not  so  numerous  as  that  which  preceded  the  flour 
riots.  Several  painted  placards  were  seen  above 
the  heads  of  “the  people,”  bearing  the  following 
mottoes; 

NO  RAG  MONEY. 

GIVE  US  GOLD  AND  SILVER. 

WE  GO  FOR  PRINCIPLES,  AND  AGAINST  MONO- 
POLIES. 

EQUAL  RIGHTS  MUST  AND  SHALL  BE  PRESERVED. 
WE  WILL  ENJOY  OUR  LIBERTY  OR  PERISH  IN 
THE  LAST  DITCH. 

DOWN  WITH  THE  CHARTERED  MONOPOLIES. 

The  meeting  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Ming,  Mr. 
Haskell,  Mr.  Robinson  and  others,  after  which  cer- 
tain resolutions  were  adopted,  copies  of  which  were 
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States  and  other  public  functionaries — when  it  qui- 
etly dispersed. 

The  city  authorities  were  prepared  for  any  con- 
tingency that  might  happen,  and  a large  body  of 
the  military  were  under  arms  ready  to  act  at  a mo- 
ment’s warning. 


Black  Creek,  12th  Dec.  1836. 

Lieut.  Mitchell: 

Sir:  In  a letter  of  the  acting  secretary  of  war,  dat- 
ed the  4th  of  November  last  by  which  I am  super- 
ceded  in  command  of  the  army  of  Florida,  you 
are  mentioned  as  having  “elucidated”  certain  re- 
marks and  communications  said  to  have  been  receiv- 
ed at  Washington,  highly  injurious  to  my  military 
character.  It  is  further  stated  in  the  same  letter, 
that  you  had  been  sent  on  to  Washington  and  Phila- 
delphia by  me  on  business  connected  with  the  re- 
plenishing of  the  supplies  of  the  army  lately  under 
my  command. 

Not  being  able  to  understand  from  the  letter  of 
the  acting  secretary,  how  you  could  with  any  pro- 
priety, or  justice  have  “elucidated”  rumors,  and 
communications  which  cast  reproach  upon  me  for 
any  part  of  my  conduct  while  on  the  march  to  and 
from  the  Wythiacoocbee,  in  my  answer  to  the  secre- 
tary, dated  the  2nd  inst.  I spoke  of  you  in  terms  of 
severity  which  I am  now  satisfied  you  did.  not  merit 
and  I have  therefore  done  you  injustice.  If,  as  I un- 
derstand, you  only  speak  of  the  truth  of  a statement 
made  and  published  by  col.  Downing,  and  attempt- 

tJCl  lllCrCU.y  lU  SUotain  tho  pr-opriotjr  nf  m y orindllPt 

instead  of  deserving  my  censure  you  are  entitled  to 
my  thanks. 

Being  as  anxious  always  to  do  justice  to  others, 
as  to  demand  it  for  myself',  I have  felt  it  my  duty  to 
give  you  this  statement  to  be  used  as  you  may  think 
proper.  Very  respectfully,  your  obt.  serv’t. 

(Signed)  R.  K.  CALL,  goo.  of  Florida. 

Lt.  A.  M.  Mitchell. 
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Distressing  intelligence.  Letters  received  yester- 
day, from  Manilla,  by  the  owners  of  the  ship  Au- 
gustus Lang,  (late  George  W.  Lamson)  of  this  port, 
state  that  the  ship  arrived  at  Manilla,  Oct.  23d,  from 
the  Fejee  islands.  On  her  passage  from  the  Fejees, 
the  Augustus  touched  at  the  Caroline  islands,  to 
trade  with  the  natives  and  remained  two  or  three 
days. 

As  capt.  Lamson,  with  a boat’s  crew,  was  leaving 
the  island  for  the  last  time,  (the  ship  being  under 
weigh,  ready  for  sea)  they  were  attacked  by  a party 
of  natives;  one  of  them  came  behind  capt.  Lamson, 
and  struck  him  with  a club,  killing  him  instantly, 
and  the  others  discharged  a shower  of  arrows  at  the 
men  in  the  boat,  wounding  four  of  them  severely. 

The  schooner  Albion  (tender  to  the  Augustus, 
and  commanded  by  Mr.  Lakeman,  her  chief  offi- 
cer) was  supposed  to  be  totally  lost,  with  her  offi- 
cers and  crew,  among  the  Fejee  islands,  previous 
to  the  sailing  of  the  Augustus.  \_Baiem  zteg. 

Militaru  court  of  inquiry.  The  Frederick  Herald 
oi  Saturday  the  25tn  ult.'says: 

“We  understand  that  it  is  probable  this  court  will 
adjourn  to-day;  and  that  they  will  return  their  opi- 
nion to  the  president,  in  substance,  the  same  as  it 
was  before.  The  opinion  on  major  general  Gaines’ 
case,  we  have  not  yet  heard.  It  is  supposed  that 
the  decision  will  be  laid  before  president  Van  Buren, 
as  general  Jackson’s  term  has  now  so  nearly  expired 
as  scarcely  to  give  him  time  to  act.” 

A large  woollen  factory  in  Spencer,  Massachu- 
setts, belonging  to  the  Messrs.  Browns  & Co.  was 
totally  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  28th  ult.  Insured 
for  $16,000.  " 


Indemnity  from  mobs.  The  millers  of  Rochester, 
New  York,  have  presented  to  the  legislature  of  that 
state  a memorial  asking  for  the  passage  of  a law 
rendering  the  city  of  New  York  responsible  for  all 
damages  that  may  accrue  to  them  from  the  violence 
of  mobs.  The  petitioners  set  forth  their  inability 
to  sustain  losses  or  incur  risks  from  such  causes, 
and  the  consequent  necessity  resting  upon  them  of 
sending  their  flour  to  cities  not  liable  to  such  out- 
breakings,  or  at  least  where  the  corporation  is 
bound  to  pay  for  the  loss  of  that  which  it  was  paid 
for  defending. 

A new  and  valuable  grain.  The  white  quinoa, 
used  in  Mexico,  Peru  and  most  of  the  provinces  of 
South  America,  as  an  excellent  substitute  for 
wheat,  maize,  potato,  &c.  and  the  boiled  leaves  of 
which  make  as  good  a green  as  spinach,  has  at 
length,  after  many  unsuccessful  trials  by  Bombey, 
Humboldt,  Bonpland  and  others,  been  domesticat- 
ed in  France  by  the  distinguished  horticulturist, 
M.  Vilmorin. 

The  pilot  act.  The  following  act  has  passed  both 
houses  of  congress: 


-/In  nci  conoci-nm 


Hut*. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  con- 
gress assembled,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  master  or  commander  of  any  vessel  coming  in 
to,  or  going  out  of,  any  port  situate  upon  waters 
which  are  the  boundary  between  two  states,  to  em- 
ploy any  pilot  duly  licensed  or  authorised  by  the 
laws  of  either  of  the  states  bounded  on  the  said  wa- 
ters, to  pilot  the  said  vessel  to  or  from  said  port;  any 
larv,  usage  or  custom,  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. 

The  carrier  of  the  U.  S.  mail  between  Bowling 
Green  and  Newtown,  who  robbed  it  about  the  15th 
February,  has  been  apprehended,  and  has  confessed 
the  fact.  He  will  be  brought  to  Richmond  in  a few 
days  to  await  his  trial.  It  is  believed  that  nothing 
of  value  was  taken. 

The  U.  S.  frigate  Constitution  has  arrived  at  Lis- 
bon from  a delightful  cruise  up  the  Mediterranean, 
having  visited  the  most  interesting  ports  on  both 
sides.  As  she  came  down  the  Mediterranean  she 
gave  assistance  to  an  English  brig  in  distress  in  a 
gale  of  wind,  and  had  to  bear  aw'ay  for  Cadiz,  in 
order  to  insure  the  stranger  safety.  The  act 
received  the  highest  applause  from  the  British 
residents. 

Baltimore  banks.  A statement  of  the  capital, 
amoirnt  of,  circulation,  discounts,  deDosites.  &r.  of 
all  the  banks  of  Baltimore,  has  lately  been  publish- 
ed in  the  Baltimore  papers.  The  following  tota! 
of  the  statement  may  be  interesting  to  our  reader: 


Total  capital 

circulation 
individual  deposites 

public  5United  States 
1 ( state  of  Maryland 

specie  .... 
notes  and  bills  discounted 


.611,359  5C 
2,089,907  3£ 
2,862,861  9t 
1,483,141  85 
1 OS, 661  7.- 
797,973  71 
12,126,891  6£ 


Banks  in  Vermont.  It  appears  from  the  report  c 
the  bank  Commissioners  of  Vermont,  that  while  th 
circulation  of  the  banks  in  that  state  has  increase! 
nearly  $1,000,000  during  the  past  year,  the  amoun 
of  specie  in  their  vaults  has  diminished.  At  th 


time  the  inspector  visited  the  Orleans  county  bank, 
it  had  less  than  $ 100  of  specie  on  hand.  The  bank 
of  Newbury  he  also  reports  as  deficient  in  this  re- 
spect. The  Essex  bank  went  into  operation  on  a 
capital  in  a great  measure  fictitious.  The  bank  of 
Manchester  refused  to  communicate  to  the  inspec- 
tor the  desired  information  in  regard  to  its  con- 
cerns. [ Journal  of  Commerce. 

Durant,  the  successful  amonaut,  resides  at  Jersey 
City,  and  has  turned  his  attention  to  the  production 
and  manufacture  of  silk.  At  the  late  fair  of  the 
American  Institute  in  New  York,  he  received  a 
gold  medal  for  the  first  specimen  of  silk-worm-gut 
ever  manufactured  in  this  country. 

An  old  and  curious  law.  The  following  is  copied 
from  the  Albany  Transcript  and  will  be  interesting 
to  the  courting  beaux  of  the  present  day: 

“A  law  in  Massachusetts,  adopted-  in  the  year 
1617,  was  such  that  if  any  young  man  attempted 
to  address  a young  woman  without  the  consent  of 
her  parents,  or  in  case  of  their  absence,  he  Should 
pay  the  fine  of  £ 5 for  the  first  offence,  £ 10  for  *he 
second,  and  be  imprisoned  for  the  third.  Thus, 
in  1694,  and  Matthew  Stanley  was  tried  for  engag- 
ing the  affections  of  the  daughter  of  John  Tarbox, 
without  the  consent  of  her  parents,  and  fined  £15; 
fees,  2s.  6 d.  The  same  year,  three  married  women 
were  fined  5s.  for  scolding.  We  apprehend  such 
fines  would  be  of  no  avail  at  the  present  time.  Five 
shillings  would  not  stop  the  tongues  of  some  wo- 
men, or  fifteen  pounds  the  gallantry  of  some  young 
men.” 

The  burnt  district.  That  part  of  the  city  known 
as  the  burnt  district,  now  presents  a beautiful  pic- 
ture of  the  monstrous  energy  and  enterprise  of  the 
metropolis  of  the  union.  The  following  statement 
may  prove  interesting.  [Ar.  Y.  Star. 

Since  the  great  fire,  but  little  more  than  14  months 
ago,  394  houses  and  stores  have  been  rebuilt  and 
occupied;  37  rebuilt  but  not  yet  occupied;  23  stores 
are  rebuilding,  but  not  finished;  42  lots  are  not  yet 
built  upon.  There  have  been  many  lots  compara- 
tively taken  from  the  statement,  which  have  been 
used  for  widening  and  continuing  streets,  and  en- 
larging buildings;  such  as,  for  instance,  the  Mer- 
chants’ Exchange,  Pearl  Street  House,  and  a large 
triangular  hotel  at  the  junction  of  Beaver  and  Mill 
streets,  to  be  occupied  by  Delmonico,  the  famous 
restaurant. 

Wool  growing  in  Beaver  county,  Penn.  A friend 
in  Little  Beaver  has,  after  careful  inquiry,  sent  us 
the  number  of  sbeep  in  that  township,  which  is 
set  down  at  13,530.  The  number  of  inhabitants 
in  the  township,  1,759.  Taking  this  for  data,  the 
number  of  sheep  in  the  county  will  not  fall  much 
short  of  two  hundred  arid  fifty  thousand!  Little 
Beaver  is,  however,  the  greatest  w'ool  growing  sec- 
tion in  the  county.  This  shows  that  this  busi- 
ness is  of  vast  importance  to  Beaver  county. 

[ Western  Argus. 

Commodore  Renshaw.  We  mentioned,  some  days 
ago,  says  the  Commercial  Advertiser,  that  heavy 
charges  had  been  preferred  against  this  officer,  be- 
fore the  bar  of  the  public,  by  an  American  mer- 
chant in  Montevideo,  whose  name  was  not  given. 
The  principal  of  these  related  to  the  loss  of  the  Ame- 
rican brig  Talisman  in  November,  on  the  English 
bank,  near  Montevideo.  The  secretary  of  the  navy 
has  communicated  to  the  Boston  Post,  in  which  the 
charges  were  published,  two  despatches  from  com. 
Renshaw,  giving  the  particulars  of  said  loss,  and  of 
his  proceedings  in  relation  thereto,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  his  conduct  was  prompt,  energetic  and 
in  all  respects  becoming  his  station  as  commander 
of  an  American  squadron,  having  the  means  of  ren- 
dering assistance  to  the  wrecked  vessel  and  crew. 

Insurrection  in  Hayti.  It  appears  by  a proclama- 
tion from  president  Boyer,  dated  at  Port  au  Prince 
on  the  31st  January,  that  an  insurrectionary  move- 
ment had  been  made  in  the  city  of  Cape  Haytien, 
headed  by  col.  Isidor  Gabriel,  and  supported  by  a 

portion  +l-wa  tro^r"  ttv  a y | fl  crp  rl  pGS- 

session  of  the  arsenal,  but  the  troops  of  the  garrison, 
rallying  at  the  call  of  gen.  Leo,  retook  the  arsenal  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  quiet  was  consequent- 
ly restored. 

Queer  business  for  a Christian.  In  chapter  2, 
article  2,  of  the  constitution  of  Massachusetts,  it  is 
provided,  that  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  of- 
fice of  governor,  “unless  he  shall  declare  himself  to 
be  of  the  Christian  religion,”  and  in  the  7th  article, 
he  is  authorised  to  put  the  inhabitants  “in  a war- 
like posture,”  and  “kill,  slay  and  destroy,”  by  “all 
fitting  ways”  all  such  persons  as  may  “attempt  or 
enterprise,  the  destruction,  invasion,  detriment  or 
annoyance  of  this  commonwealth.” 

[ Boston  Post. 
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f)d-The  senate  adjourned  on  Friday  the  10th  inst. 
having  acted  on  all  the  nominations  submitted  to  it. 

gC^The  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee 
under  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
directing  it  to  inquire  whether  the  deposite  banks 
have  employed  an  agent  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment, ike.  is  inserted  in  the  present  sheet — In 
our  next  we  will  commence  the  publication  of  the 
report  of  the  minority,  including  the  appendix. 

OS-Two  articles  of  curious  interest  are  inserted 
in  tilt,  present  sheet,  which  will  be  read  with  much 
zest  by  all  parties — the  first  being  the  proceedings 
of  a convention  of  the  democrats  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  recommending  certain  per- 
sons to  the  president  of  the  United  States  for  ap- 
pointment to  office.  The  other  “cursory  sketches” 
of  a visit  of  our  venerable  cotemporary  of  the  “Rich- 
mond Enquirer”  to  Washington  city;  who  was  re- 
ceived, according  to  the  “Globe,”  with  the  “most 
marked  respect,  kindness  and  confidence,”  and 
speaks  of  every  thing,  says  thatprint,  “on  an  autho- 
rity that  would  not  deceive  him  or  the  public.” — 
The  sketches  may  therefore  be  considered  authentic, 
and  are  placed  on  record,  as  were  certain  memorable 
predictions  of  the  same  authority,  for  future  refer- 
ence. 

In  common  with  our  friends  of  the  “Intelligencer,” 
we  regret  that  the  veteran  politician  was  so  exclu- 
sive in  his  visit — for  though  in  Washington  at  the 
time,  we  did  not  know  of  his  whereabout;  else  we 
would  have  been  encouraged  by  his  confidence  in 
the  pardoning  power,  to  have  sought  forgiveness  for 
any  sins  of  our  sire’s  or  our  own,  against  the  in- 
tegrity of  his — “ principles .” 
p.  S.  Did  Mr.  R.  visit  the  East  Room? 

$3- We  do  not  place  much  confidence  in  Madam 
Rumor,  and  seldom,  if  ever,  communicate  her  re- 
ports to  our  readers.  But  there  is  one  so  notorious, 
and  vouched  for  by  so  many  authorities,  that  we 
may  venture  to  insert  it  without  rendering  our- 
selves liable  to  the  charge  of  credulity — viz:  that 
Mr.  Forsyth,  on  Thursday  the  9th  inst.  sent  in  to 
the  president  a resignation  of  his  post  a3  secretary 
of  state,  and,  at  the  same  time,  sent  to  the  Globe 
newspaper  an  address  to  the  citizens  of  Georgia. 
Mr.  Forsyth,  however,  it  is  added,  was  prevailed 
upon  to  withdraw  his  resignation,  and  the  address 
was  not  published.  * * * * 

Two  reasons  are  assigned  for  this  reported  pro- 
cedure of  Mr.  Forsyth — the  first,  tiiat  Mr.  Van 
Buren  had  declared  that  he  would  not  have  an  in- 
dividual in  his  cabinet  who  aspired  to  the  presiden- 
cy— the  second,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  olFered 
Mr.  F.  the  mission  to  Austria,  which  the  latter 
construed  into  a wish  that  he  should  leave  the 
cabinet. 

On  the  above  the  New  York  Evening  Post,  an 
administration  print,  remarks — 

“We  know  nothing  of  the  affair  which  has  given 
the  Washington  letter  writers  this  opportunity  to  im- 
part a spice  of  variety  to  their  communications,  but 
tuere  are  parts  of  the  story  which  appear  to  us  im- 
probable. We  do  not  believe,  for  example,  that 
Mr  Forsyth,  even  supposing  it  to  be  true  that  he  has 
had  a misunderstanding  with  Mr.  Van  Buren,  was 
imprudent  enough  to  take  such  a step  as  that  of 
publishing  an  exposition  of  his  griefs  and  complaints 
to  flic  world.  Mr.  Forsyth  is  too  shrewd,  too  sen- 
sible a min,  too  well  skilled  in  the  nature  of  public 
feeling  and  opinion  in  this  country,  to  be  guilty 
of  the  folly  of  imitating  the  example  of  Ingham, 
Branch,  Berrien,  Duane,  et  id  genus  omne.  There 
is  nothing  for  which  the  public  have  so  little  sym- 
1 pathy  as  the  case  of  a person  who  is  obliged  to  leave 
the  cabinet  because  he  and  the  president  cannot 
agree.  For  all  other  sorrows  there  is  compassion.” 

| Vj-The  money  pressure  continues  with  unabated 
! force.  In  New  York  and  Philadelphia  on  the  4th 
'j  inst.  it  was  peculiarly  severe,  in  consequence  of 
I vast  sums  falling  due  on  that  day — but  it  was  ho- 
j norably  sustained.  In  N ;w  Orleans,  however,  (he 
{ pressure  has  had  a more  fatal  issue — for  we  see  it 
; stated  that  one  of  the  largest  commercial  houses  in 
that  city  has  failed  for  several  millions,  and  involv- 
ed many  others  in  the  ruin. 

Vol.  LIE— Sig.  3. 


Treaty  with  Morocco.  Com.  Elliott  has 
concluded  a treaty  between  the  government  of  the 
United  States  and  the  bey  of  Morocco.  In  comple- 
ment to  the  negotiation  the  bey  ordered  fifty  guns 
to  be  fired,  and  has  directed  that  the  same  number 
be  fired  on  each  anniversary  of  the  treaty. 

The  hon.  Joel  R.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war, 
took  the  oath  of  office  on  Monday  last,  and  on  the 
following  day  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his  du- 
ties. 

Gen.  Gaines,  is  at  present,  and  has  been  for  se- 
veral days,  in  Washington  city. 

Virginia.  The  legislature  has  passed  an  act 
directing  that  the  election  of  members  of  congress 
and  of  the  state  legislature  shall  hereafter  be  held 
on  the  same  day  throughout  the  commonwealth, 
and  appointing  the  fourth  Thursday  in  April  as  the 
day. 

Philip  Norborne  Nicholas  has  been  elected  judge 
of  the  Richmond  circuit  of  the  (state)  superior 
courts. 

Maryland.  A bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  con- 
stitution of  this  state  has  passed  the  senate  and 
house  of  delegates;  but  it  must  be  confirmed  by  the 
next  legislature  before  it  becomes  a part  of  the 
constitution. 

Mr.  Benton  has  been  nominated  by  the  “De- 
mocratic Herald,”  published  in  the  county  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, as  a candidate  for  the  presidency. 

At  a public  dinner  given  at  Tammany  Hall,  N. 
Y.  on  the  ^Ith  inst.  in  honor  of  the  inauguration,  a 
letter  was  received  from  Mr.  Benton,  containing 
the  following  sentiment: 

“Martin  Van  Buren,  president  elect  of  the  United 
States — May  his  administration  be  auspicious  to  his 
country;  and  may  his  re-election  be  a matter  of 
form,  and  not  of  contest.” 

This  sentiment,  says  the  “Richmond  Enquirer, 
is  emphatic.  It  speaks  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Benton; 
end,  we  know  it  was  intended  to  speak  them,  in 
relation  to  the  next  election.  He  wishes  Mr.  V. 
B’s  election  to  he  auspicious  to  his  country;  and  in 
that  case,  he  wishes  him  to  be  re-elected,  without 
any  contest.  Certainly,  there  will  he  no  contest 
from  himself — and,  therfore,  he  declares  himself  off 
the  field.  Such,  too  is  the  sentiment  of  Mr.  Rives — 
and  of  course  all  fear  of  clashing  and  contention, 
which  the  whigs  have  been  so  solicitous  to  get  up, 
may  seasonably  be  removed.  It  is  their  interest  to 
avoid  divison — we  believe  it  to  he  their  desire — we 
know  it  to  he  their  duty. 

Mr.  Wise.  We  accidentally  omitted  to  insert, 
in  our  last,  the  following  resolution  passed  by  the 
select  committee  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the 
executive  departments: 

Tuesday,  March  2,  1837. 

In  select  committee  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of 
the  various  executive  departments,  &c.  under  the 
resolution  of  the  17th  January — 

Mr.  Pearce  moved  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  notwithstanding  the 
highly  exciting  topics  of  discussion  which  have 
come  before  the  committee,  and  their  frequent  and 
animating  debates,  the  hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  as  their 
chairman,  has  at  all  times  so  conducted  as  to  en- 
title him  to  their  thanks,  which  are  hereby  accorded 
to  him. 

Commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United 
States.  The  statements  of  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  United  States,  annually  prepared 
at  the  treasury  department,  have  just  been  complet- 
ed for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  September,  1836. 
The  following  is  a summary  of  the  whole,  reported 
to  the  secretary  by  the  register  of  the  treasury: 

[ National  Intelligencer. 

The  imports  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th 
September,  1836,  have  amounted  to  $189, 930, 03.5; 
of  which  there  was  imported  in  American  vessels 
.$171,656,442,  and  in  foreign  vessels  $18,323,593. 
The  exports  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  Sept. 

1 1336,  have  amounted  to  $128,663,040;  of  which 
I f 106,010, 630  were  of  domestic,  and  $21,746,360  of 


foreign  articles.  Of  the  domestic  articles,  80,845,443 
dollars  were  exported  in  American  vessels,  and 
$26,071,237  in  foreign  vessels.  Of  the  foreign  ar- 
ticles, $16,282,366  were  exported  in  American 
vessels,  and  $5,463,994  in  foreign  vessels. 

1,255,384  tons  of  American  shipping  entered, 
and  1,315,523  cleared,  from  the  ports  of  the  United 
States.  680,213  tons  of  foreign  shipping  entered, 
and  674,721  cleared,  during  the  same  period. 

I have  also  the  honor  to  state  that  the  registered 
tonnage,  as  corrected  at  this  office,  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  30th  September,  1836, 
amounted  to  897,774 

The  enrolled  and  licensed  tonnage  amount- 
ed to  872,023 

And  the  fishing  vessels  to  111,304 


Tons  1,882,102 
Ot  the  registered  tonnage,  amounting,  as  before 
stated,  to  897,774 

There  were  employed  in  the  whale  fishery  144,680 
The  total  tonnage,  of  shipping  built  in  the 
United  States,  during  the  year  ending 
30th  September,  1836,  amounted  to — 

Registered  vessels  46,645 

Enrolled  do.  66,982 


Tons  113,627 

From  Florida.  A slip  from  the  office  of  the 
Mobile  Register,  dated  March  9,  states  that  an  ex- 
press arrived  at  Pensacola  on  Saturday  evening, 
from  the  agent  of  the  Apalachi  Indians,  stating  that 
several  bodies  of  the  hostile  Creek  Indians,  which 
were  estimated  to  amount  to  from  300  to  400,  were 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Black  Water,  (about  30 
miles  from  Pensacola),  and  had  murdered  several 
families,  and  committed  many  other  depredations. 
A meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Pensacola  was  called, 
and  raised  a volunteer  company  of  mounted  men, 
and  appointed  a committee  to  wait  upon  commo- 
dore Dallas,  who  had  prepared  an  expedition  to  de- 
part to-day  at  12  M. 

The  Tallahassee  Floridian  of  the  25th  ult.  says: 

“Captain  Johpson  has  returned  from  his  expedi- 
tion on  the  coast  below  the  Ocilla.  No  Indians 
were  discovered,  and  no  recent  signs.  The  strict- 
est vigilance  will  be  observed,  as  long  as  there  is 
an  Indian  this  side  of  the  Suwannee.” 

Nothing  was  known  at  Tallahassee  on  that  date, 
of  the  positions  or  operations  of  the  army. 

Judge  Sutherland  and  Mr.  Ash,  late  repre- 
sentatives of  the  first  and  third  congressional  dis- 
tricts of  Pennsylvania,  were  received  on  their  return 
to  Philadelphia  in  a very  handsome  manner  by  the 
workmen  employed  on  the  ship  Pennsylvania;  in 
favor  of  the  appropriation  for  launching  and  fitting 
out  which  these  members  had  greatly  exerted 
themselves.  On  arriving  at  the  wharf,  judge  S.  and 
Mr.  A.  and  a committee  who  met  them  at  New  Cas- 
tle landing,  were  received  by  the  people  under  a sa- 
lute of  ordnance  placed  on  the  wharf.  A barouche 
was  in  readiness  to  receive  the  gentlemen.  The 
procession  was  then  formed.  It  was  very  long,  and 
numerous  banners,  and  flags  were  borne.  At  the 
commissioners’  hall  of  Southwark,  Messrs.  Suther- 
land and  Ash  addressed  the  company.  The  gentle- 
men were  then  conducted  by  the  procession  to  their 
respective  abodes.  Honors  were  given  to  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  second  district,  and  to  col.  Wat- 
mougjh,  who  had  interested  himself  in  the  measures 
whicn  gave  rise  to  the  proceedings. 

Gen.  Jackson’s  farewell  address  was  read 
in  the  house  of  representatives  of  Pennsylvania  on 
the  evening  of  the  6th  inst.  The  resolution  to  that 
effect  was  passed  without  opposition. 

Death  of  the  Swedish  charge  d’affaires. 
We  have  the  painful  duty  of  announcing  the  decease 
of  the  chevalier  Severin  Lorich,  charge  d’affaires  of 
his  majesty  the  king  of  Sweden  and  Norway.  He 
expired  at  his  lodgings  in  this  city  on  Saturday 
morning  last,  after  a few  days’  illness.  He  appear- 
ed at  the  inauguration  of  the  president  with  the  other 
members  of  the  diplomatic  body,  on  the  4th  instant, 
hut  became  so  ill  that  he  was  obliged  to  he  removed 
from  the  capitol  to  his  lodgings  before  the  ceremony 
was  concluded.  [Nat.  Int.  J 
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Mr.  Leigh  and  the  Virginia  legislature. 
The  following  resolutions,  condemnatory  of  the 
doctrines  of  Mr.  Leigh’s  letters  on  the  right  of  in- 
struction, have  passed  the  legislature  of  Virginia. 
They  are  not  the  resolutions  originally  reported  by 
the  select  committee,  to  whom  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred in  December  last,  but  were  moved  as  substi- 
tutes by  Mr.  Garland.  The  report  which  accompa- 
nied the  resolutions  shall  be  inserted  in  our  next. 

Resolved,  That  this  assembly  doth  solemnly  re- 
peat their  unshaken  regard  for  the  right  of  instruc- 
tion, as  resting  on  the  broad  basis  of  the  nature  of 
representation,  and  a vital  principle  of  our  free  in- 
stitutions— that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  representative 
to  obey  the  instructions  of  his  constituents,  or  re- 
sign the  trust  with  which  they  have  clothed  him; 
and  that  henceforth  no  man  ought  to  accept,  or  re- 
tain the  appointment  of  senator  of  the  United 
States,  or  representative  office  in  Virginia,  who  doth 
not  hold  himself  bound  by  these  obligations. 

Resolved,  That  the  resistance  of  the  late  senator, 
B.  W.  Leigh,  to  the  will  of  his  constituents  by  re- 
fusing to  obey  their  instructions,  or  resign  his  office 
of  senator,  that  another  might  be  chosen  who  would 
execute  their  will,  was  a plain  violation  of  his  re- 
presentative obligations,  is  dangerous  as  a prece- 
dent, and  ought  to  be  condemned. 

The  resolutions  reported  by  the  select  committee 
were  as  follows: 

1.  Therefore,  resolved,  That  the  two  several  let- 
ters aforesaid,  of  Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh,  are 
deemed  highly  disrespectful  in  their  tone,  and  un- 
satisfactory in  their  reasoning;  and  that  this  as- 
sembly doth  decidedly  disapprove  of  the  conduct  of 
the  said  Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh,  touching  the  ex- 
punging resolutions  and  the  instructions  concerning 
the  same,  given  him  by  the  general  assembly,  at  the 
late  session  thereof. 

2.  Resolved,  (the  letters  of  the  said  senator  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding),  That  this  assembly  doth 
solemnly  repeat  their  unshaken  regard  for  the  right 
of  instruction,  as  resting  on  the  broad  basis  of  the 
nature  of  representation,  and  as  one  of- the  vital 
principles  of  our  free  institutions;  and  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  representative  to  obey  the  instructions 
of  his  constituents  or  resign  the  trust  with  which 
they  have  clothed  him,  in  order  that  it  may  be  trans- 
ferred into  the  hands  of  those  who  will  carry  into 
execution  the  wishes  and  instructions  of  the  consti- 
tuent body. 

3.  Resolved,  That  after  the  solemn,  and  now  re- 
peated expression  of  the  opinions  of  the  general 
assembly  on  the  right  of  instruction,  and  the  duty  of 
obedience  thereto,  no  man  ought  henceforth  to  ac- 
cept or  retain  the  appointment  of  senator  of  the 
United  States,  from  Virginia,  who  doth  not  hold 
himself  bound  to  obey  such  instructions,  or  to  resign 
the  trust  with  which  he  is  clothed. 

Fugitive  slaves.  A bill  granting  trial  by 
jury  to  fugitive  slaves  apprehended  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, was  recently  reported  to  the  seriate  of  that 
state,  (a  similar  bill  having  been  previously  reject- 
ed in  the  house),  and,  after  considerable  discussion, 
rejected  by  the  followdng  vote: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baker,  Burden,  Carpenter,  Cald- 
well, Ford,  Frailey,  Fullerton,  Irvin,  Kelly,  Leet, 
Miller,  (of  Phila.)  Miller,  (of  Berks),  Myers,  New- 
hard,  Porter,  Read,  Rogers,  Sangston,  Slenker  and 
Toland — 20. 

Nays — Messrs.  Darragh,  Dickey,  Hamper,  James, 
McConkey,  Middlecoff,  Paul,  Penrose,  Strohm  and 
Cunningham,  speaker — 10. 

Absent — Messrs.  Michler,  Peltz  and  Purviance. 
On  this  decision  of  the  senate  the  Harrisburg 
Reporter  says:  “We  are  glad  that  this  question  has 
been  agitated,  and  particularly  glad  that  it  has  been 
so  properly  and  conclusively  settled!  Its  discus- 
sion has  awakened  public  attention  to  the  impro- 
priety of  any  legislation  which  would  have  a ten- 
dency to  impair  the  rights  of  property,  which  eve- 
ry slaveholder  constitutionally  possesses;  and  the 
decision  to  which  the  two  branches  of  our  legisla- 
ture have  come  (the  bill  being  negatived  in  both 
houses  by  overwhelming  majorities)  will  have  the 
effect  of  satisfying  our  southern  brethren,  that 
Pennsylvania  has  no  disposition  whatever  to  inter- 
fere with  a subject  affecting  their  interests,  and 
with  which  she,  as  a state,  can  have  nothing  to  do.” 

Inauguration  day  and  week.  The  con- 
course of  persons  in  this  city  from  every  point  of 
the  compass,  on  the  day  of  the  late  inauguration  of 
president  of  the  United  States,  was  large  beyond 
example.  No  enumeration  could  of  course  be  made 
of  strangers  arriving  here  by  so  many  different 
paths.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  throng  at 
the  hotels  from  the  single  fact,  that  at  one  barber’s 
shop  in  the  city  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars 
was  taken  for  shaving,  Sec.  within  the  inauguration 
week;  to  which  we  may  add  the  fact  that,  more 


than  once  in  the  week,  the  cars,  which  run  twice  a 
day  from  this  place  to  Baltimore,  carried  five  or  six 
hundred  passengers  at  a time.  The  number  of 
visiters  far  exceeded  the  means  of  accommodation 
afforded  by  our  public  houses,  and,  from  want  of 
knowing  where  temporary  lodging  might  be  had, 
we  apprehend  that  many  of  the  strangers  suffered  a 
good  deal  of  inconvenience,  after  arriving  here,  un- 
til they  could  get  aw'ay  again.  We  are  forcibly  re- 
minded of  all  this  by  the  following  lively  descrip- 
tion of  the  scene,  extracted  from  an  account  of  “the 
inauguration,”  which  we  find  in  the  Portsmouth 
(Va.)  Times,  one  of  the  editors  of  which  journal 
was,  it  appears,  among  the  sufferers:  [Nat.  Int. 

“The  concourse  of  strangers  in  the  city  was  im- 
mense. For  many  days  previous  the  hotels  and 
boarding  houses  had  been  excessively  crowded; 
many  were  daily  turned  off,  houseless  and  homeless, 
and  the  number  of  the  rejected  continued  to  in- 
crease until  the  day  itself,  when  it  was  evident  that 
there  were  thousands  of  good  folks  without  any 
fixed  tarrying  place.  It  was  interesting  towards 
nightfall  to  witness  the  gathering  anxiety  in  many 
a decent  man’s  countenance  as  he  hurried  on  with 
the  crowd  gazing  on  the  descending  sun,  and  reflect- 
ing on  the  long,  long,  horrible  night,  to  whose  icy 
embraces  he  was,  in  all  probability,  to  be  consigned 
a helpless  victim.  Money  seemed  to  be  useless 
for  once.  It  could,  indeed,  procure  for  the  posses- 
sor the  finest  and  most  luxurious  dishes,  for,  to  her 
credit  be  it  spoken,  more  attractive  fare  never  was 
set  in  such  abundance  before  a crowd  than  was  ex- 
hibited in  Washington  in  this  instance.  The  pa- 
late could  be  gloriously  gratified — but  there  was  no 
rest  for  the  weary  limbs.  Beds!  beds!  beds!  was 
the  general  cry.  Some  sought  them  in  dinner  halls, 
some  in  baggage  rooms,  others  in  lumber  houses, 
and  a party  we  could  name  that  considered  them- 
selves not  the  least  lucky  of  their  kind,  in  revolu- 
tionizing a barber's  hall,  and  substituting  in  the 
place  of  the  paraphernalia  of  the  establishment  the 
vilest  of  sleeping  apparatus.” 

Last  night  of  the  session.  The  following 
is,  we  believe,  from  what  we  heard  of  it,  a pretty 
fair  description  of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  house 
of  representatives  on  the  last  night  of  the  late  ses- 
sion of  congress.  [Nat.  Int. 

[Correspondence  of  the  Boston  Advocate.'] 

Washington,  March  4,  1837. 

“There  was  a mob  in  the  house  of  representatives 
last  evening,  as  direct  a mob  as  was  ever  got  up,  and 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  congress 
were  literally  driven  out  of  their  seats.  Had  they 
been  pressed  ever  so  hard  by  the  rioters,  they  would 
not  have  offered  the  least  resistance;  and  when  the 
officers  of  the  house  attempted  to  expel  the  mob,  the 
members  not  only  withheld  all  aid  from  them,  but 
actually  refused  to  suffer  the  rioters  to  be  driven  from 
the  seats  they  had  usurped.  It  was  the  most  lovely 
mob  that  fancy  could  sketch,  or  art  and  taste  adorn 
- — a mob  of  brilliant,  beautiful  ladies.  Disregarding 
all  the  rules  of  the  house,  and  not  a few  of  the  rules 
of  propriety,  some  two  hundred  ladies,  compris- 
ing the  beauty  and  fashion  that  is  centred  here 
from  all  the  union,  rushed  into  the  hall,  and  press- 
ed into  the  aisles  and  the  very  seats  of  the  mem- 
bers, until,  instead  of  .representatives,  there  were 
ladies  occupying  half  the  seats,  and  the  mem- 
bers standing  in  the  passage  ways  and  outside  the 
bar.  This,  of  course,  put  an  end  to  all  business; 
and  was  quite  as  bad  in  effect  upon  the  public  inter- 
est as  the  raving  speeches  of  Peyton  and  Wise, 
which  had  consumed  the  night  before.  It  was  a 
gross  impropriety,  and  should  be  prevented  recur- 
ring by  some  decisive  measures.  The  business  of 
the  nation  is  sometimes  paramount  even  to  politeness 
to  the  ladies.  But  who  could  turn  out  the  fair  in- 
truders? The  house  was  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  in  the  chair.  At  every  at- 
tempt of  the  clerk  to  read  a bill,  some  of  the  mem- 
bers would  exclaim  that  they  could  hear  nothing, 
there  was  so  much  confusion.  The  ladies  were 
buzzing  with  nods  and  wreathed  smiles,  as  if  the  hall 
had  been  converted  into  a drawingroom;  and  they 
were  evidently  electioneering  at  a great  rate  with 
every  member  w'ho  had  the  felicity  "to  sun  himself 
in  their  smiles.  In  vain  the  chairman  called  upon 
members  to  resume  their  seats,  and  attend  to  busi- 
ness. The  ladies  only  looked  delightfully  with  all 
their  might,  and  kept  their  seats  unmolested.  Well- 
bred  impudence  is  the  most  imperturbable  thing  on 
earth,  and  what  did  the  members  care  for  the  Choc- 
taw bill,  when  a lovely  woman  was  a much  more 
agreeable  subject  of  discussion?  Nothing  could  be 
done.  _ The  speaker  resumed  his  chair,  and  tried  his 
authority.  The  rules  of  the  house,  he  said,  must  be 
enforced;  the  hall  must  be  cleared,  and  the  members 
must  resume  theirseats.  This  rebuke  prevailed  on 
about  half  the  beautiful  intrudei'g  to  leave  the  desks, 
and  go  inside  the  bar,  but  enough  remained  lo  thrnw 


all  business  into  confusion.  They  sat  it  out,  most 
of  them,  till  near  midnight.  The  confusion  was  like 
that  of  a town  meeting,  and  the  sound  of  voices  like 
that  of  many  waters,  drowning  even  the  powerful 
voice  and  distinct  enunciation  of  the  clerk.” 

Gen.  Jackson’s  savings.  The  “Globe,”  in  re- 
aly  to  a statement  which  appeared  in  one  of  the  pub- 
ic prints,  that  gen.  Jackson  had  saved  $80,000  of 
the  $200,000  he  has  received  during  his  eight  years 
administration,  says — The  facts  are,  that  when  gen. 
Jackson  came  from  the  Hermitage  to  the  presiden- 
cy, he  took  an  outfit  from  his  private  means  of  five 
thousand  dollars.  This  he  expended,  and  lost  a large 
additional  amount  by  his  eight  years’  absence  from 
his  estate  in  Tennessee,  and  the  burning  of  his  house 
and  furniture.  On  squaring  his  accounts  in  this 
city,  he  had  scarcely  as  much  money  left  of  his  eight 
years’  salary  as  would  pay  his  expenses  to  Tennes- 
see. 

Progress  of  gen.  Jackson.  The  “Globe”  of 
Wednesday  last,  says — Our  latest  account  of  the  late 
president’s  journey  is,  that  he  had  reached  Flintville, 
about  70  miles,  we  believe,  beyond  Frederick.  He 
was  a little  fatigued,  and  delayed  by  the  crowds  of 
his  fellow  citizens  that  pressed  in  from  all  sides  to 
see  and  greet  him.  But  he  had  suffered  no  relapse, 
and  had  every  reason  to  expect  an  entire  restoration 
of  his  health,  and  a speedy  and  safe  return  to  the 
Hermitage,  cheered  at  every  step  by  the  grateful  and 
affectionate  salutations  of  his  countrymen. 

P.  S.  The  Frederick  “Examiner”  of  Wednesday 
last  says,  gen.  Jackson  is  detained  at  Frostburg, 
(near  Cumberland,  Md.)  by  increased  indisposition. 

Austrian  mission.  The  “Intelligencer”  says, 
“There  was  some  difficulty  in  making  a selection 
for  that  station  (minister  to  Austria)  from  the  nu- 
merous candidates  for  the  favor  of  the  president,” 
fkc. 

The  truth  is  that  colonel  King,  of  Alabama,  was 
selected,  but  declined  the  nomination,  although, 
having  visited  Vienna,  he  expressed  his  preference 
for  it  over  any  other  mission.  He  doubtless  con- 
siders his  present  position  more  important  at  this 
crisis  than  any  other,  and  has  sacrificed  his  predi- 
lections to  the  interests  of  his  constituents,  and  the 
duty  he  owes  them.  [Globe. 

Wanton  sacrifice  of  human  life.  The 
following  melancholy  event  is  termed  in  the  Vicks- 
burg paper,  from  which  it  is  copipd,  an  “accident.’” 
That  little  word  speaks  the  public  feeling  in  rela- 
tion to  sueli  wanton  sacrifices  of  human  life,  more 
truly  than  the  most  elaborate  discussion  could  do; 
and  must  convince  all  persons  that  public  opinion, 
or  the  voice  of  philanthropy,  cannot  correct  the 
murderous  practices  of  rival  steamboat  commanders 
and  owners,  to  whom  the  lives  of  passengers  are 
nothing,  compared  to  the  mighty  object  of  arriving 
five  minutes  before  an  opposition  boat.  We  are  not 
the  advocates  of  “Lynch  law”  in  any  shape,  but 
think,  if  it  can  be  justified,  it  ought  to  be  executed 
on  such  captain-murderers. 

Vicksburg,  February  21. 

Shocking  accident. — Seven  men  drowned  at  our  i 
landing.  Yesterday,  about  1 1 o’clock,  the  steamer  i 
Ben  Sherrod,  captain  Castleman,  approached  our 
landing  from  New  Orleans,  and  instead  of  coming  I 
to  an  anchor  and  landing  her  passengers,  the  cap- 
tain ordered  the  yawl  to  be  got  ready,  and  the  pas- 
sengers for  this  place  sent  ashore  in  it.  Twelve 
with  the  mate  and  one  hand  got  into  the  boat  be- 
fore it  was  lowered,  when  one  of  the  ropes  either 
gave  ivay,  or  one  end  of  the  boat  was  lowered  with 
great  rapidity,  while  the  other  maintained  its  posi-  i 
tion,  precipitating  the  whole  into  the  river.  Two 
clung  to  the  boat,  and  three  succeeded  in  reaching 
the  shore,  the  rest  found  a watery  grave.  There 
were  hundreds  on  the  landing  at  the  time  the  me- 
lancholy accident  took  place,  and  every  effort  was 
made  to  save  them,  but  in  vain.  Captain  Castle- 
man was  immediately  taken  into  custody,  and 
brought  to  trial  for  criminal  negligence  in  thus  sa- 
crificing the  lives  of  his  passengers.  He  was  ac- 
quitted by  one  of  our  magistrates,  and  to  the  credit 
of  our  city  and  people,  he  was  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed on  his  voyage  without  violence  or  outrage. — 
Though  he  has  passed  the  ordeal  of  the  law,  and  ■> 
was  fairly  acquitted,  yet  many  censure  his  conduct 
in  not  coming  alongside  and  landing' the  passengers. 

It  is  said  that  he  was  running  a race  with  the  Ful- 
ton, which  was  just  head  of  him,  and  hence  he 
would  not  spare  the  time  necessary  to  lash  his  boat. — 
This  calamity  ought  to  be  a warning,  in  future, 
against  boat-racing;  there  is  no  country  where  hu- 
man life  is  held  in  as  little  estimation  as  it  is  here. 
But  as  captain  C.  has  been  fairly  tried  and  acquit- 
ted. he  ought  to  be  held  innocent  of  their  lives. 
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Price  of  flour  in  New  York.  The  Roches- 
ter (N.  Y.)  “Democrat,” in  repelling  the  charge  that 
the  high  price  of  flour  is  the  result  of  combination 
among  the  millers,  gives  the  following  interesting 
facts: 

At  no  period  since  the  first  day  of  August  last, 
(says  the  Democrat)  has  the  price  of  wheat  in  this 
city,  been  less  than  twelve  shillings  per  bushel. — 
Most  of  the  time  it  has  exceeded  fifteen  shillings. 
Large  quantities  have  been  sold  at  sixteen,  sixteen 
and'six  pence,  and  even  seventeen  shillings.  The 
average  price  from  August  to  December,  may  be 
set  down  at  a trifle  over  fifteen  shillings.  If  this  be 
so,  (and  we  are  prepared  to  substantiate  it  by  the 
most  positive  evidence)  we  may  easily  ascertain 
whether  the  high  price  of  flour  has  been  produced 
by  “ combination ,”  or  necessity — by  a desire  on  the 
part  of  the  millers  to  make  exorbitant  profits,  or  to 
save  themselves  from  bankruptcy. 

Five  bushels  of  wheat  is  the  quantity  usually  re- 
quired to  make  one  barrel  of  flour.  If  the  article  is 
good,  four  bushels  and  three  pecks  are  sufficient. — 
If  we  take  the  latter  quantity,  we  find  that  the  ac- 
tual cost  of  every  barrel  of  flour  in  New  York  is — 


Four  and  ^ bushels  of  wheat  at  15s. 

. $8  98 

The  barrel  costs, 

58 

Transportation, 

75 

Commission,  .... 

31 

Interest  on  $10  five  months, 

30 

Storeage,  cooperage,  &c. 

8 

$11  00 

Deduct  coarse  stuffs,  bran,  &c. 

50 

$10  50 

When  the  actual  cost  is  thus  $ 10  50  per  barrel, 
is  it  necessary  that  there  should  be  a “ combination ” 
among  millers  to  induce  them  to  ask  $11  or  $11  50 
for  their  flour? 

But  further.  One-third  of  the  flour  which  has 
cost  the  millers  $10  50,  they  have  been  obliged  to 
sell  at  prices  which  will  not  yield  an  average  of 
more  than  $3  75.  One  other  third  will  not  net 
them  more  than  $9;  and  portions  of  the  remaining 
third  have  been  sold  at  prices  ranging  from  $10  to 
$12 — not  to  exceed  an  average  of  $10  50. 

From  these  facts — and  that  they  are  facts  is  sus- 
ceptible of  the  clearest  proof — it  will  be  seen  that 
tile  millers  have  actually  lost  money  upon  two- 
thirds  of  the  flour  which  they  have  manufactured 
from  wheat  purchased  since  the  first  day  of  August 
last.  Was  there  ever  so  unprofitable  a “ combina- 
tioni”  known  to  exist?  Was  it  ever  before  heard 
that  men  combined  to  exact  prices  which  would 
not  yield  them  a profit  upon  their  investments? 
Such  a “ combination ” would  be  only  equalled  in 
folly  by  the  new  mode  of  reducing  the  price  of  ar- 
ticles by  destroying  them. 

The  foregoing  statements,  we  think,  clearly  es- 
tablish the  fact,  that  the  present  price  of  flour  is 
not  the  consequence  of  “combination;”  for  (unless 
the  present  prices  are  continued)  there  is  not  a sin- 
gle miller  in  the  city  whose  books  will  not  exhibit 
a loss  upon  the  transactions  of  the  last  six  months. 
If,  however,  the  present  prices  are  continued,  the 
accounts  of  profit  and  loss  may  possibly  be  ba- 
lanced, but  that  is  all. 


Wheat  and  rye.  During  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary, 1837,  the  following  quantities  of  wheat  and 
rye  were  imported  into  New  York. 


Vessels.  Where  from  Wheat. 
Galliot  Flora  Bremen  2,823  bgs. 

Ship  Montreal  London  2,366  do. 

Ship  Unicorn  Liverpool  1,765  do. 

Bark  Brazil  London  4,534  do. 

Brig  Corinthian  Amsterdam  j 3>24ob^s  ' 
Brig  Eleanor  So- 


phie 

Bremen 

2,020  bgs. 

Brig  Henry  and 

George 

Rostock 

11,500  bus. 

Ship  Birming- 

ham 

Liverpool 

3,855  bgs. 

Galliot  Union 

Bremen 

1,400  do. 

Ship  Quebec 

London 

130  do. 

Brig  Julie  and 

Marie 

Dantzic 

2,642  do. 

Ship  Gladiator 

London 

600  do. 

Brig  Irene 

Dantzic 

10,200  bus. 

Bark  Talio 

Hamburgh 

15,000  do. 

Brig  Clitus 

Rotterdam 

1,189  bgs. 

Ship  Maria  Chris 

tina 

Nakshea 

3,400  do. 

Schr.  Mercurius  Hamburgh 

1,419  do. 

Brig  Edward 

Copenhagen  257  do. 

Rye. 


3,350  bus. 


1,600  bgs. 


28,640  bgs.  1,600  bgs. 

and  and 

40,000  bus.  3,350  bus. 


The  coal  trade.  The  following  statement 
is  derived  from  a memorial  to  the  senate  and  house 
of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  from  certain 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania  engaged  in  various  depart- 
ments of  the  coal  trade,  against  the  repeal  of  the 
duty  on  that  article.  The  duty  on  coal  was  fixed 
nearly  half  a century  since  at  4J  cents  per  bushel, 
as  a duty  for  revenue.  At  a subsequent  period,  it 
was  increased  to  six  cents  per  bushel;  but  has  now 
fallen,  under  the  compromise  act  of  1833,  to  about 
five  cents,  being  nearly  the  same  as  when  the  tariff 
of  1792,  was  made.  Under  this  act  it  will  continue 
to  fall,  until  the  year  1842,  when  it  will  be  twenty 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  or  probably,  fifty  or  sixty 
cents  per  ton. 

Quantities  of  anthracite  coal  mined  and,  shipped  from 
the  mines. 


Years. 

j Schuylkill. 

! Lehigh. 

I 

a 

G 

a 

1 

U 

j Aggregate  quantity. 

^ — c.  5 

D C < >» 

> r.  ~ .5  . 
= * = !! 

f | lii 

5 

1S20 

_ 

365 

_ 

365 

1821 

- 

1,073 

- 

1,073 

1822 

- 

2,240 

- 

2,240 

1823 

- 

5,823 

5,823 

1S24 

- 

9,541 

- 

9,541 

1825 

5,306 

28,993 

- 

33,699 

1826 

16,835 

31,280 

- 

48,115 

5,000 

1827 

29,493 

32,074 

- 

61,567 

8,000 

1828 

47,181 

30,232 

- 

77,413 

12,000 

1829 

78,274 

25,110 

7,000 

110,403 

18,000 

1830 

89,984 

41,750 

43,000 

174,734 

50,000 

1831 

81,854 

40,966 

54,000 

176,820 

1832 

209,271 

75,000 

84,600 

368,871 

60,000 

1S33 

250,588 

123,000 

111,777 

485,365 

150,000 

1834 

226,692 

106,244 

43,700 

376,636 

75,009 

1S35 

335,685 

131,250 

90,600 

557,535 

30,000 

1836 

443,754 

146,502 

106,270 

696,526 

1,814,936 

830,843 

540,947 

3,186,726 

Spermaceti  fishery.  An  accurate  and  in- 
dustrious contributor  to  the  columns  of  the  Nan- 
tucket Inquirer,  says:  “The  quantity  of  spermace- 
ti oil  imported  into  the  United  States  from  the  Pa- 
cific ocean  alone  during  the  year  ending  Dec.  31, 
1836,  was  106,870  bbls.  This  was  brought  into 
the  ports,  and  by  the  number  of  ships,  below  speci- 
fied— viz: 


Into  New  Bedford 
Nantucket 
Falmouth 
Plymouth 
Salem 
Edgartown 
Dartmouth 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
Bristol,  R.  I. 
Warren,  “ 
Newport,  “ 

New  London,  Ct. 
Hudson,  N.  Y. 


by  23  ships 
18  “ 

4 “ 

1 “ 

1 “ 

1 “ 

1 “ 

2 “ 

3 “ 

2 “ 

1 “ 

1 “ 

2 “ 


39,554  bbls 
35,157 
4,634 
1,000 
1,840 
2,136 

1.900 
2,735 
2,942 

3.900 
1,853 
2,100 
3,216 


During  the  same  period  there  were  also  brought 
into  the  above  ports,  with  the  addition  of  Saghar- 
bor,  Mystic,  Provincetown,  &c.  or  sent  home  by 
vessels  employed  in  the  black  whale  fishery;  and 
others  from  the  South  Atlantic  and  Indian  oceans, 
21,700  barrels  of  spermaceti  oil — making  the  entire 
importations  of  that  commodity,  during  1836,  to 
amount  to  little  more  than  128,500  bbls.  This 
quantity  falls  short,  by  nearly  50,000  barrels,  of  the 
importations  of  1835,  in  which  the  number  of  ar- 
rivals was  82 — in  1836,  only  62. 

The  voyages  of  these  62  ships  have  extended  25 
to  47  months.  The  shortest,  that  of  a New  Bed- 
ford ship,  was  quite  fortunate;  producing  2,000 
barrels;  the  longest,  that  of  a ship  from  Hudson, 
resulted  in  the  procurement  of  only  1,200  barrels. 
The  largest  cargo  was  that  of  the  Montano,  of  Nan- 
tucket, which  turned  out  3,096  bbls. — the  smallest, 
that  of  a Falmouth  ship  which  had  met  with  disas- 
ter, being  but  546  bbls.  The  average  of  the  whole 
is  1,713-J  bbls.  to  each  ship  from  the  Pacific  ocean 
within  the  year  1836;  being  Dearly  200  bbls.  (or 
over  6,000  gallons)  less  than  the  average  of  the 
year  preceding. 


of  eighteen  feet  on  an  average,  and  nearly  thirty 
miles  long” — is  believed  to  be  entirely  practicable. 
The  engineer  in  his  report  estimates  the  entire 
cost  of  the  canal  at  upwards  of  eight  and  a half 
millions  of  dollars,  as  follows: 

Summit  division,  including  Chicago 
river,  34  miles,  37  78-100  chains,  $5,871,324  97 
Middle  division,  37  miles  55  80-100 
chains,  1,510,957  66 

Wetern  division  and  Fox  river  feed- 
er, 33  miles  61  78-100  chains,  1,272,055  08 


$8,654,337  71 

Total  length  of  line  navigable,  including  Fox 
river  feeder  and  Chicago  river,  105  miles  and  72 
78-100  chains.  Total  lockage  on  whole  line  142 
feet. 

The  canal,  as  proposed  to  be  constructed,  is  to  be 
60  feet  wide  at  the  top  water  line,  36  feet  wide  at 
the  bottom,  and  6 feet  deep. 

Statistics  of  Ohio.  From  a tabular  state- 
ment accompanying  the  report  of  the  auditor  of 
state  to  the  legislature,  we  gather  the  following 
facts:  There  are  in  the  state  15,771,060  acres  of 
land,  which  is  valued,  including  town  lots  and 
buildings,  at  $68,821,134:  The  number  of  horses 
in  the  state  is  268,662,  valued  at  $10,746,480:  cat- 
tle, 372,866,  value,  $2,982,928:  merchants’  capital 
and  money  at  interest,  $8,459,902:  number  of  plea- 
sure carriages  2,808,  value  $241,054:  Total  amount 
of  taxable  property  $85,812,382;  from  which  taxes 
have  been  raised,  the  past  year,  for  state,  coun- 
ty and  township  purposes,  & c.  to  the  amount  of 
$965,310,  including  the  physicians’  and  lawyers’ 
tax,  which  amounted  to  $3,078. 


Banks  in  Maine.  From  an  abstract  of  the  li- 
abilities and  resources  of  the  banks  of  this  state, 
which  accompanies  the  bank  commissioners  report, 
we  learn  that  the  whole  number  of  banks  in  the 


state  is  fifty-five: 

Capital  stock 

Bills  in  circulation 

Profits  and  undivided  dividends 

Deposites 

Due  other  banks  and  corporations 
Total  amount  due  from  banks 
Notes  and  bills  discounted 
Real  estate 
Specie 

Bills  and  checks  on  other  banks 
Deposites  in  other  banks 
Expenses 

Total  amount  of  resources  of  the  bai 
Liabilities  of  directors 
Permanent  deposites  in  Boston  z 
elsewhere 


$5,074,740 

00 

2,226,747 

00 

144,999 

40 

1.200,904 

88 

674,272 

51 

9,321,664 

29 

7,733,572 

37 

125,009 

69 

351,751 

54 

309,577 

21 

782,858 

38 

13,928 

09 

:s  9,316,697 

34 

1,118,722 

U 

77 

u 

111,000 

00 

North  eastern  boundary.  The  following 
resolutions  were  appended  to  a report  of  a commit- 
tee of  the  legislature  of  Maine,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred that  portion  of  the  governor’s  message  relat- 
ing to  the  disputed  boundary: 

Resolved,  That  we  view  with  much  solicitude  the 
British  usurpations  and  encroachments  on  the  north 
eastern  part  of  the  territory  of  this  state. 

Resolved,  That  pretensions  so  groundless  and  ex- 
travagant indicate  a spirit  of  hostility  which  we 
had  no  reason  to  expect  from  a nation  with  whom 
we  are  at  peace. 

Resolved,  That  vigilance,  resolution,  firmness  and 
union  on  the  part  of  this  state,  are  necessary  in  this 
state  of  the  controversy. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  authorised  and  re- 
quested to  call  on  the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  the  north  eastern  boundary  of  this  state  to 
be  explored  and  surveyed  and  monuments  erected 
according  to  the  treaty  of  1783. 

Resolved,  That  the  co-operation  of  Massachusetts 
be  requested. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  in- 
structed, and  our  representatives  be  requested  to  en- 
deavor to  obtain  a speedy  adjustment  of  the  contro- 
versy. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  report  and  resolu- 
tions be  transmitted  to  the  governor  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  president  of  the  United  States,  to  each  of 
our  senators  and  representatives  in  congress,  and 
the  governors  of  the  several  states. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  10,000  copies  of  the 
report  and  resolves  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Michigan  and  Illinois  canal.  The  annual 
report  of  the  commissioners  of  this  great  work,  we 
learn  from  the  St.  Louis  Bulletin,  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  legislature.  It  enters  into  detailed 
explanations  of  the  views  of  the  commissioners 
in  regard  to  the  construction  of  the  whole  work; 
which,  although  of  great  difficulty  in  one  particular 
section — requiring  a “thorough  cut,  chiefly  in  stone, 


Pennsylvania  public  works.  By  a report 
from  the  canal  commissioners,  to  the  senate  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of 
that  body,  in  reference  to  the  receipts  for  tolls  and 
motive  power  furnished,  and  disbursements  for  re- 
pairs and  motive  power,  expenses  of  collection,  &c. 
on  the  several  lines  of  public  improvements  in  that 
state,  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  it  appears  that  the 
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whole  length  of  these  state  improvements  now  in 
operation  is  6824  miles— that  the  aggregate,  tolls  re- 
ceived thereon  during  the  year  amount  to  $ 670,760 
79 — and  the  tolls  for  motive  power,  which  is  owned 
and  furnished  by  the  state,  amount  to  $165,517  04. 
The  expenses  for  keeping  the  works  in  repair  have 
amounted  to  $317,988  21.  The  expenses  of  lock 
tending  is  stated  at  $34,228;  and  that  of  collecting 
tolls  at  $25,030.  The  disbursements  for  increasing 
and  keeping  up  the  motive  power,  during  the  year 
ending  on  31st  October,  amount  to  $228,613  41 — 
which,  it  will  be  seen,  is  considerably  more  than  the 
income  derived  to  the  state  from  that  source.  It  is 
probable,  however,  that  in  the  coming  year,  when 
the  outlay  will  be  less,  the  balance  will  be  thrown 
on  the  other  side. 

The  aggregates  here  given  comprise  the  general 
results  upon  eleven  different  divisions  of  the  public 
canals  and  rail  roads  of  that  state.  In  addition  to 
these  we  copy  the  items  pertaining  specially  to  the 
Philadelphia  and  Columbia  rail  road,  as  likely  to  he 
interesting  to  our  readers. 

The  length  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  rail 
road  is  82  miles.  The  cost  of  repairs  thereon  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  is  $65,463  96;  tolls  for  the  use  of 
the  rail  road  $168,933  77;  tolls  for  the  use  of  the 
motive  power  $90,959  12 — total  tolls  $259,892  89 
Expenses  of  collecting  tolls  4,990  dollars;  expen- 
ses of  motive  power  $139,113  59 — total  expenses 
$144,103  59. 

By  another  table  of  particulars,  showing  the 
amounts  and  kinds  of  the  various  articles  shipped 
on  the  canals  during  the  year  past,  it  appears  that 
there  have  been  shipped  eastward  and  southward, 
upon  these  canals  155,342  barrels  of  flour,  and 
1,532,308  bushels  of  wheat. 


statement  of  all  its  affairs  to  the  comptroller,  and  in 
case  of  failure,  such  association  is  to  be  proceeded 
against  and  dissolved  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
existing  banks. 

11.  Half  yearly  dividends  are  to  be  made  in  the 
same  manner,  and  subject  to  the  same  liabilities  as 
are  applicable  to  the  safety  fund  banks. 

12.  No  bank  of  this  state  or  any  other  state  shall 
purchase  or  hold  any  part  of  the  stock  of  such  as- 
sociation, except  by  way  of  hypothecation  for  a 
pre-existing  debt,  and  then  the  association  shall  sell 
such  stock  in  sixty  days. 

13.  Such  associations  shall  be  assessed  and  taxed 
on  their  capital  in  the  same  manner  as  incorporated 
banks. 

14.  The  association  shall  be  confined  in  carrying 
on  their  business  to  the  place  designated  in  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  associates  required  to  be  fded  in  the 
comptroller’s  office,  before  the  association  can  com- 
mence business. 

15.  The  association  cannot  go  into  operation 
without  the  approbation  of  a bank  commissioner 
stating  that  the  association  has  complied  with  all 
the  requisitions  of  the  act. 

16.  The  provisions  of  the  revised  statutes,  in  re- 
lation to  the  banks  incorporated  since  1828,  are 
made  applicable  to  such  associations  as  may  be 
formed  under  this  act,  except  where  any  provisions 
of  the  revised  statutes  may  be  inconsistent  with, 
or  is  modified  by  this  act. 

17.  The  legislature  may  alter,  amend,  modify  or 
repeal  this  act. 


New  York.  On  Friday  last  four  coroner’s  in 
quests  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  on  the  bodies  of  individuals  who  came 
to  sudden  or  violent  deaths.  And  during  the  twen- 
ty-four hours,  ending  at  1 o’clock,  A.  M.  on  the  14th 
three  buildings,  recently  erected,  fell  down,  so  flimsy 
and  insecure  was  their  structure,  though  supported 
by  the  certificates  of  master  builders.  The  last 
house  that  fell  was  Joseph’s  bank,  at  the  corner  of 
Wall  and  Hanover  streets,  which  was  erected  at  the 
cost  of  about  $30,000.  It  was  not  finished  within, 
although  the  walls  were  up  and  the  roof  on.  The 
plan  was  to  make  it  incombustible;  and  accordingly 
the  floors  were  made  of  stone,  resting  on  arches. 
These  arches,  particularly  those  sustaining  the  se- 
cond floor,  appear  to  have  been  too  flat,  so  that  the 
pressure,  instead  of  being  chiefly  perpendicular, 
was  much  of  it  horizontal;  and  the  exterior  wall  be- 
ing insufficient  to  sustain  it,  gradually  pressed  out. 
and  in  spite  of  the  certificate  of  experienced  build- 
ers that  all  was  safe  and  well,  finally  gave  way,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  building  tumbled  into  ruins 
The  “crash”  was  heard  nearly  half  a mile,  but,  for- 
tunately, no  lives  were  lost. 


A general  bank  law,  with  the  following  pro 
visions  has  been  reported  to  the  assembly  of  New 
York  by  the  committee  on  banks.  It  will,  proba- 
bly, with  some  slight  modifications,  become  a law 
of  the  state. 

Provisions  of  the  bill  as  reported. 

1.  The  law  allows  twenty  or  more  persons  to  as 
sociate  for  banking  purposes. 

2.  It  requires  an  amount  not  less  than  $200,000 
to  be  actually  paid,  in  specie  or  current  bank  bills 
issued  by  authority  of  the  laws  of  this  state,  before 
commencing  the  business  of  banking. 

3.  The  associations  are  to  have  the  same  privi 
leges  as  the  existing  banks  except  that  they  are  not 
permitted  to  issue  bills  under  $20. 

4.  All  the  private  property  of  the  associated 
bankers  is  liable  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of 
the  association,  after  its  property  and  effects  shall 
have  been  exhausted. 

5.  Requires  those  who  associate  to  publish  their 
names  and  places  of  residence. 

6.  Allows  a transfer  of  stocks  on  the  books,  and 
during  the  hours  of  business,  requires  the  books  to 
be  kept  open  for  public  inspection. 

7.  Requires  the  name  and  amount  of  stock  of 
each  stockholder  to  be  posted  up  in  a conspicuous 
part  of  the  banking  house,  to  be  corrected  month  - 
ly. 

8.  If  any  association  has  a capital  of  $200,000 
paid  in,  the  association  may  put  in  circulation  its 
evidences  of  debt,  to  the  amount  of  once  and  a half 
of  its  capital,  that  is  to  say,  $300,000  of  its  promis- 
sory notes. 

9.  If  any  such  association  shall  refuse  to  pay  spe- 
cie for  its  bills  for  ten  days,  it  shall  be  discontinued 
until  it  resumes  the  payment  of  specie. 

10.  Every  such  association  shall,  on  the  first  days 
of  January  and  July,  in  each  year,  make  a full 


gentlemen  for  $500,000,  with  which  sum  it  was  his 
intention  to  have  established  a bank. 


A new  magazine.  Messrs.  Langtree  & O’SuU 
livan,  editors  of  the  Georgetown  “Metropolitan,” 
propose  to  publish  on  the  1st  of  July  next  in  the  ci- 
ty of  Washington,  a new  monthly  magazine  to  be 
entitled  the  “United  States  Magazine  and  Democra- 
tic Review,”  to  be  devoted  to  the  principles  of  the 
democratic  party.  Co-ordinate  with  this  main  de- 
sign, the  publishers  state  that  “no  care  nor  cost  will 
be  spared  to  render  it,  in  a literary  point  of  view, 
honorable  to  the  country,  and  fit  to  cope  in  vigor  of 
rivalry  with  its  European  competitors.  "Viewing 
the  English  language  as  the  noble  heritage  and 
common  birthright  of  all  who  speak  the  tongue  of 
Milton  and  Shakespeare,  it  will  be  the  uniform  ob- 
ject of  its  conductors  to  present  only  the  finest  pro- 
ductions in  the  various  branches  of  literature,  that 
can  be  procured:  and  to  diffuse  the  benefit  of  cor- 
rect models  of  taste  and  worthy  execution.” 

The  “Democratic  Review”  will  also  contain  noti- 
ces of  current  events,  and  after  the  close  of  each 
session  of  congress,  a general  review  and  history 
of  its  proceedings,  with  abstracts  of  documents, 
&c.  &cc.  Terms  of  subscription  $5  00  per  annum, 
payable  in  advance. 


The  New  York  restraining  law.  The  bill 
to  repeal  in  part  the  restraining  law,  has  received 
the  signature  of  the  governor,  and  become  a law  of 
the  state.  Annexed  is  an  official  copy  of  it. 

An  act  to  repeal  in  part  the  revised  statutes,  relat- 
ing to  unauthorised  banking,  and  the  circulation 
of  certain  notes  or  evidences  of  debt  issued  by 
banks.  Passed  February  4,  1837. 

The  senate  of  the  state  of  New  York,  represented 
in  senate  and  assembly,  do  enact  as  follows: 

Sec.  1.  So  much  of  title  twenty,  chapter  twenty, 
part  first  of  the  revised  statutes,  relating  to  unau- 
thorised banking,  and  the  circulation  of  certain 
notes,  or  evidences  of  debt,  issued  by  banks,  as 
prohibits  a person  or  association  of  persons  not  in- 
corporated from  keeping  offices  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  deposites,  or  discounting  notes  or  bills,  is 
hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  This  act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to 
authorise  or  permit  any  incorporation  created  by 
the  law's  of  any  other  state  or  country,  to  keep  any 
office  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  deposites,  or  dis- 
counting notes  or  bills,  or  issuing  any  evidence  of 
debt,  to  be  loaned  or  put  in  circulation  as  money 
within  this  state. 

Sec.  3.  No  incorporated  bank  in  this  state,  nor 
any  officer  or  director  thereof,  shall  open  or  keep 
an  office  of  deposite  or  discount  under  this  act,  or 
be  interested  or  concerned,  directly  or  indirectly, 
in  any  such  association.  The  bank  officer  or  direc- 
tor shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  for 
each  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  sec- 
tion. 

Sec.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  its  final  pas- 
sage. 

Stale  of  New  York,  secretary^  office. 
This  bill  having  been  approved  and  signed  by 
the  governor  of  this  state  on  the  4th  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1837, 1 do  hereby  certify  that  the  same  became 
a law  on  that  day. 

John  A.  Dix,  secretary  of  state. 


Naval  court  martial.  A general  naval  court 
martial  convened  at  the  navy  j-ard  at  Philadelphia 
on  Wednesday  the  8th  inst.  We  understand,  it  is 
composed  of  the  follow  ing  officers: 

Com.  James  Biddle,  president;  capts.  G.  C.  Reed 
and  D.  Connor;  commanders  W.  M.  Hunter  and  E. 
A.  F.  Valette;  lieuts.  J.  Shubric,  C.  Gantt,  G.  A. 
Magruder  and  T.D.  Shaw'.  Judge  advocate  H.  D. 
Gilpin. 


Naval.  The  <?.  S.  frigate  Potomac,  capt.  J.  J. 
Nicholson,  arrived  at  Norfolk  on  the  4th  inst.  from 
the  Mediterranean,  via  the  coast  of  Africa  and  Bra- 
zil, last  from  Rio  Janeiro,  whence  she  has  had  a 
passage  of  39  days. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  at  Bassa  Cove,  a boat 
from  the  Potomac  unfortunately  capsized  On  the  bar, 
by  which  accident  midshipman  Ale’x  H.  Wells,  Pe- 
ter Eynaud,  purser’s  steward,  and  seven  men  W’ere 
drowned. 


George  M.  Dallas.  The  friends  of  this  gen- 
tleman are  taking  measures  to  offer  him,  previous 
to  his  departure  for  Russia,  some  suitable  evidence 
of  their  high  respect  for  his  personal  and  political 
character. 


A man  of  business.  Benjamin  Rathbun,  the 
great  Buffalo  defaulter  and  forger,  has  published  an 
address  to  the  public,  occupying  five  and  a half  co- 
lumns in  one  of  the  largest  papers  of  that  city, 
relative  to  his  business  and  its  unfortunate  termina- 
tion. Among  other  matters  he  gives  a statement  of 
his  agents,  overseers,  foremen,  &c.  from  which  it 
appears  he  had  employed  in  his  various  operations 
11  general  agents;  9 superintendents;  46  foremen; 
2 architects;  1 measurer  of  lumber;  1 teller;  2 book 
keepers;  1 paymaster  of  mechanics;  5 head  clerks, 
and  about  40  under  clerks.  Under  these  superin- 
tendents, &c.  be  had  in  his  employ  about  2,000 
operatives;  and  he  states  his  daily  disbursements  to 
have  been  not  less  than  $10,000.  There  is  scarce- 
ly a branch  of  business  of  any  kind,  in  which  he 
was  not  largely  engaged;  besides  which  he  kept 
four  of  the  largest  stores  in  the  western  country 
two  dry  goods,  one  of  carpets,  and  one  of  groceries, 
provisions,  hardware,  &c.  in  each  of  which  he  had 
from  six  to  nine  clerks.  [ Philadelphia  Gaz. 

He  denies  having  had  any  knowledge  of  the 
forgeries  of  his  brother.  Fie  furthermore  declares 
that  when  he  made  his  assignment,  he  thought  he 
was  simply  fumishing  security  to  some  New  York 


Great  Britain  and  New  Grenada.  Mr. 
Russell,  the  British  consul  at  Panama,  who  was 
imprisoned  for  wounding  signor  Paredes  on  the 
night  of  the  20th  November  last,  has  been  released, 
and  his  prosecutors  fined  six  thousand  dollars,  (four 
thousand  less  than  wras  originally  demanded). — 
This  has  satisfied  the  wounded  honor  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  amicable  relations  have  been  restored. 


Texas.  The  Washington  correspondent  of  the 
New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  has  the  following 
passage  in  reference  to  Texian  emigration: 

‘I  learn  from  the  intelligent  southern  men  that  a 
tremendous  rush  is  already  making  from  the  south 
and  south  west  into  Texas.  Vast  numbers  are  gone, 
going,  or  preparing  to  go,  with  their  money  and 
their  domestic  slaves,  into  the  new  El  Dorado. 
Even  from  the  fertile  lands  of  Mississippi  and  Ala- 
bama, there  will  he  a vast  emigration  to  the  more 
fertile  and  pleasant  fields  of  Texas — where  lands  can 
be  bad  for  little  or  nothing,  and  where  three  crops  of 
cotton  can  be  made  from  one  planting  Even  from 
this  city  many  are  going  to  the  land  of  promise. 
Government  land  scrip  has  been  sold  here,  by  col. 
Wharton,  at  fifty  cents  per  acre.  Soldiers’  bounty 
lands  can,  I believe,  be  bought  at  still  less.  None  of 
the  Mexican  grants  will  be  recognized  by  Texas.  So 
Texas  lands  will,  for  some  time,  present  an  abun- 
dant field  for  speculation,  drawing  off  a larger  portion 
of  our  active  capital,  and  depriving  the  southern 
slaveholding  states  of  much  of  their  present  labor, 
capital  and  population.  The  northern  commercial 
and  navigating  states  will  reap  a rich  harvest  from 
the  Texian  trade.  They  could  well  afford  to  bvy  all 
the  public  land  in  the  country,  and  give  it  to  the 
southern  planter — and  also  pay  the  whole  expense 
of  the  war  of  independence,  in  return  for  the  advan- 
tages which  they  must  derive  from  the  products  of 
the  soil  of  Texas.  But  what  portion  of  the  capital 
carried  to  Texas  can  ever  return  to  the  southern 
states?  To  them  every  cent  and  every  laboring 
productive  hand  carried  out  of  their  limits  is  a dead 
loss. 


Gale  at  Malaga.  Extract  of  a letter  from 
Malaga  of  the  8th  of  January.  “On  the  2d  we  had 
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a tremendous  gale  of  wind  from  the  east,  that  did  a 
deal  of  damage  to  the  ships  in  the  harbor.  A Tus- 
can pohcca  brig,  a French  schooner,  and  three 
Spanish  craft,  were  totally  lost  on  the  rocks  at  the 
entrance  of  the  mole.  Our  John  Adams  sloop  of 
war  suffered  no  injury,  but  the  British  sloop  of  war 
Orestes  was  obliged  to  cut  away  her  three  masts  by 
the  board,  to  save  the  hull  and  the  lives  of  the  crew, 
having  drifted  so  far  to  leeward  as  1o  strike  and 
lose  her  rudder  near  the  point  at  the  end  of  the 
western  Alamenda.  The  frigate  Tyne  also  struck 
and  lost  her  rudder,  and  so  did  the  Jason,  but  she 
met  with  but  little  injury,  having  previously  thrown 
her  guns  overboard.  Such  a hurricane  has  not  been 
known  here  since  January,  1824. 

Liberia.  The  editor  of  the  Philadelphia  U.  S. 
Gazette,  has  received  Liberia  papers  to  the  10th  of 
October,  from  which  the  following  items  of  news 
were  gleaned. 

The  colonists  of  Monrovia  were  celebrating  the 
anniversary  of  sundry  charitable  societies,  with  pro- 
cessions, addresses,  prayer  and  singing.  Mr.  J.  B. 
ltusswurin,  a man  of  good,  sound  classical  educa- 
tion, is  appointed  agent  for  the  new  colony  of  Ma- 
ryland. 

The  site  for  the  new  colony  of  Mississippi  has 
been  purchased,  but  the  Herald  complains  that  capt. 
Hanson,  of  the  brig  Ruth,  of  Philadelphia,  charged 
.$30  a day,  besides  board,  for  taking  the  commis- 
sioners from  Monrovia  to  Mississippi. 

A public  meeting  was  held  in  Monrovia  on  the 
29th  September,  J.  C.  Barbour,  esq.  in  the  chair,  in 
which  resolves  of  grateful  thanks  to  the  friends  of 
colonization  were  adopted — many  of  the  most  active 
and  liberal  of  whom  were  mentioned  by  name. 

The  election  had  closed,  and  a proclamation  was 
issued,  announcing  the  names  of  the  successful  can- 
didates. 

A pirate,  under  Spanish  colors,  had  appeared  off 
the  coast,  but  had  yet  done  no  injury. 

The  affairs  of  the  colony  seem  to  be  in  a prosper- 
ous condition. 

Tennessee  volunteers.  The  following  tri- 
bute to  the  brave  and  patriotic  Tennesseeans  was 
recently  voted  by  the  legislative  council  of  Flori- 
da: 

Resolved,  unanimously  by  the  legislative  council  of 
the  territory  of  Florida,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
house  be  presented  to  brigadier  general  Robert 
Armstrong,  and  the  officers  and  men  composing 
his  brigade,  for  their  gallant,  brave  and  patriotic 
service  during  the  late  campaign  in  the  present 
Seminole  war. 

Be  it  further  resolved.  That  a copy  of  this  resolu- 
tion be  signed  by  the  president  and  clerk  of  this 
house,  and  transmitted  to  brigadier  general  Arm- 
strong at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  with  a request  that 
the  same  be  communicated  by  him  to  the  officers 
and  men  that  composed  his  brigade,  and  that  a like 
copy  be  sent  to  the  president  of  the  United  States. 
And  that  these  resolutions  be  published  in  the  Globe 
and  National  Intelligencer,  at  Washington  city. 

Passed,  February"l2,  1S37. 

Jackson  Morton, 
President  of  the  legislative  council. 

Jos.  B.  Lancaster,  cleric  L.  C. 

A western  steamboat.  The  editor  of  the 
Pittsburgh  “Advocate,”  having  visited  the  steam- 
boat St.  Louis,  lying  at  the  wharf  of  that  place,  gives 
the  following  as  her  dimensions,  fcc. — 205  feet 
straight  keel;  23  feet  beam;  9£  feet  hold;  230  feet 
on  the  main  deck;  55  feet  from  out  to  out;  and  will 
carry  about  1,000  tons. 

The  main  cabin  is  about  140  feet  in  length,  ele- 
gantly finished,  with  convenient  berths  on  each 
side,  opening  into  the  cabin,  and  also  to  the  side 
deck.  The  ladies’  cabin  is  spacious,  and  finished 
in  correspondence  to  the  other  parts  of  the  vessel, 
and  to  the  inmates  it  is  destined  to  accommodate. — 
The  forward  cabin  is  near  thirty  feet  in  length,  and 
in  finish  nowise  behind  the  other  apartments.  The 
whole  forming  a floating  palace. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From.  London  dates  to  the  4 th  and  Paris  and  Havre  to 
the  7 th  of  February. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

The  influenza  rages  to  a most  alarming  extent  in 
the  whole  of  the  north  of  Europe,  and  has  been  fa- 
tal to  a lar;p  number  of  distinguished  individuals. 
So  generally  did  it  prevail  in  London  that  no  less 
than  130  clerks  attached  to  the  bank  of  England, 
were  on  one  day  unable  to  attend  to  their  duties. 
All  other  piiblic  establishments  are  suffering  from 
the  same  cause,  and  in  some  quarters  whole  families 
have  been  laid  up,  their  business  suspended  and 


their  shops  shut  up.  The  disease  is  said  to  prevail 
more  on  the  Surry  than  on  the  Middlesex  side  of 
the  river.  The  neighboring  towns  and  the  British 
Isles  are  also  severely  afflicted  with  this  disease. 
At  Edinburgh,  in  twenty-one  days,  971  patients 
were  admitted  into  the  New  Town  dispensary,  just 
established.  The  increase  of  burials,  for  the  week 
ending  the  2 a'i  of  January,  and  the  week  which 
preceded  it,  was  394;  the  number  of  deaths  from  in- 
fluenza alone  was  106. 

A Glasgow  paper  says — The  number  of  deaths 
now  occurring  in  Glasgow  and  neighborhood,  stands 
without  a parallel  in  the  bills  of  mortality.  In  the 
beginning  of  this  week,  in  one  day,  there  were 
twenty-five  interments  in  Calton;  and  on  Thursday 
and  Friday,  so  great  was  the  demand  for  hearses  and 
mourning  coaches,  that  numbers  were  obliged  to  de- 
fer funerals,  and  alter  the  hours  in  the  letters  of  in- 
vitation. In  Bridgton,  calls  are  made  two  or  three 
times  a day  in  some  cases  for  aid  to  bury.  One 
joiner  alone  made  on  Saturday  last,  from  ten  in  the 
morning  till  seven  on  Sunday  evening,  no  fewer  than 
twenty-one  coffins. 

Parliament  was  opened  on  the  31st  of  January,  by 
commission  in  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  the 
epidemic.  The  number  of  persons  collected  around 
the  avenues  of  the  house  of  commons  was  unusually 
scanty.  At  about  2 o’clock,  the  lord  chancellor  and 
the  other  commissioners  took  their  seats  on  the  wool- 
sack. The  commissioners  were  the  lord  chancellor, 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  marquis  of  Lansdowne, 
and  lords  Melbourneand  Duncannon.  The  king’s 
speech  was  read  by  the  lord  chancellor,  as  follows: 
My  lords  and  gentlemen: 

We  are  commanded  by  his  majesty  to  acquaint 
you,  that  his  majesty  continues  to  receive  from  all 
foreign  powers  the  strongest  assurances  of  their 
friendly  disposition,  and  his  majesty  trusts  that  the 
experience  of  the  blessings  which  peace  confers 
upon  nations  will  tend  to  confirm  and  secure  the  pre- 
sent tranquillity. 

His  majesty  laments  that  the  civil  contest  which 
has  agitated  the  Spanish  monarchy  has  not  yet  been 
brought  to  a close:  but  his  majesty  has  continued  to 
afford  to  the  queen  of  Spain  that  aid  which,  by  the 
treaty  of  quadruple  alliance  of  1834,  his  majesty 
engaged  to  give,  if  it  should  become  necessary;  and 
his  majesty  rejoices  that  his  co-operating  force  has 
rendered  useful  assistance  to  the  troops  of  her  Catho- 
lic majesty. 

Events  have  happened  in  Portugal,  which  for  a 
time,  threatened  to  disturb  the  internal  peace  of  that 
countiy.  His  majesty  ordered,  in  consequence,  a 
temporary  augmentation  of  his  naval  force  in  the 
Tagus,  for  the  more  effectual  protection  of  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  his  subjects  resident  in  Lisbon; 
and  the  admiral  commanding  his  majesty’s  squadron 
was  authorised,  in  case  of  need,  to  afford  protection 
to  the  person  of  the  queen  of  Portugal,  without, 
however  interfering  in  those  constitutional  question 
which  divided  the  conflicting  parties. 

His  majesty  has  directed  the  reports  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
province  of  Lower  Canada  to  be  laid  before  you, 
and  has  ordered  us  to  call  your  attention  to  that  im- 
portant subject. 

We  have  also  in  charge  to  recommend  for  your  se- 
rious deliberation  those  provisions  which  will  be 
submitted  to  you  for  the  improvement  of  the  law 
and  of  the  administration  of  justice,  assuring  you 
that  his  majesty’s  anxiety  for  the  accomplishment  of 
these  objects  remain  undirninished. 

We  are  enjoined  to  convey  to  you  his  majesty’s 
desire  that  you  should  consult  upon  such  farther 
measures,  as  may  give  increased  stability  to  the  es- 
tablished church,  and  promote  concord  and  good  will. 
Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commo-ns: 

The  estimates  of  the  year  have  been  prepared, 
with  every  desire  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  pub- 
lic service  in  the  spirit  of  a wise  economy.  His 
majesty  has  directed  them  to  be  laidbefore  you  with- 
out delay.  The  increase  of  the  revenue  has  hitherto 
more  than  justified  the  expectations  created  by  the 
receipts  of  former  years. 

His  majesty  recommends  an  early  renewal  of  your 
inquiries  into  the  operation  of  the  act  permitting  the 
establishment  of  joint-stock  banks.  The  best  secu- 
rity against  the  mismanagement  of  banking  affairs 
must  ever  be  found  in  the  capacity  and  integrity  of 
those  who  are  entrusted  with  the  administration  of 
them,  and  in  the  caution  and  prudence  of  the  public; 
but  no  legislative  regulation  should  be  omitted 
which  can  increase  and  insure  the  stability  of  estab- 
lishments upon  which  commercial  credit  so  much 
depends. 

My  lords  and  gentlemen: 

His  majesty  has  more  especially  commanded  us 
to  bring  under  your  notice  the  state  of  Ireland,  and 
the  wisdom  of  adopting  all  such  measures  as  may 
improve  the  condition  of  that  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  His  majesty  recommends  to  your  early 


consideration  (he  present  constitution  of  the  muni- 
cipal corporations  of  that  country,  the  laws  which 
regulate  the  collection  of  tithes,  and  the  difficult  but 
pressing  question  of  establishing  some  legal  provi- 
sion for  the  poor,  guarded  by  prudent  regulations, 
and  by  such  precautions  against  abuse,  as  your  ex- 
perience and  knowledge  of  the  subject  enable  you 
to  suggest. 

His  majesty  commits  these  great  interests  into 
your  hands,  in  the  confidence  that  you  will  be  able 
to  frame  laws  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  his 
majesty  and  the  expectation  of  his  people.  His  ma- 
jesty is  persuaded  that,  should  this  hope  be  fulfilled, 
you  will  not  only  contribute  to  the  welfare  of  Ire- 
land, but  strengthen  the  law  and  constitution  of  the 
realms,  by  securing  their  benefits  to  all  classes  of 
his  majesty’s  subjects. 

The  address  in  answer  to  the  speech  was  moved 
by  the  earl  of  Fingall,  in  the  house  of  lords,  and  se- 
conded by  lord  Suffield.  It  was,  as  usual,  an  echo  to 
the  speech. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  said  he  had  never  heard 
a speech  from  the  throne,  or  an  address  in  answer 
less  liable  to  objection,  but  felt  himself  compelled  to 
vindicate  the  house  of  lords  from  a charge  of  injus- 
tice to  Ireland,  brought  against  it  by  both  the  mover 
and  seconder  of  the  address,  in  their  speeches. 

Lord  Melbourne  was  gratified  to  hear  that  no 
idea  was  entertained  of  moving  an  amendment,  and 
with  some  few  exceptions,  concurred  in  what  had 
fallen  from  the  duke.  He  regretted  the  existence 
of  the  National  association  in  Ireland,  and  he  could 
not  approve  the  grounds  on  which  it  was  formed, 
and  some  of  its  proceedings.  He  perfectly  coincid- 
ed in  the  impropriety  of  interfering  with  the  inter- 
nal affairs  of  Spain,  and  maintained  that  the  govern- 
ment had  not  interfered.  All  the  changes  and  revo- 
lutions in  that  kingdom  were  owing  to  the  ineffi- 
cient manner  in  which  the  war  had  been  carried  on 
by  the  queen’s  government,  and  had  not  in  any 
manner  been  brought  about  by  the  agency  of  the 
British  government. 

The  address  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  house 
adjourned. 

In  the  commons  the  address  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Sanford,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Withers  Stewart. 

Mr.  Roebuck  declared  that  he  had  lost  all  confi- 
dence in  the  whigs,  but  Mr.  Hume  told  him  that  he 
was  too  sanguine — for  his  own  part  he  had  yet  some 
hopes. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  remarked  that  care  seemed  to 
have  been  taken,  in  framing  the  address,  to  avoid 
stating  any  thing  particular  as  to  the  course  intend- 
ed to  be  pursued  on  various  topics,  contained  in  the 
speech.  Nevertheless  he  rejoiced  in  being  able  so 
far  to  approve  of  it,  as  to  be  relieved  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  moving  any  amendment. 

He  should  claim  the  right,  however,  of  adverting 
to  the  topics  of  the  speech  at  another  time,  he  did 
not  wish  to  provoke  discussion  on  the  first  night  of 
the  session.  An  honorable  member  bail  expressed 
surprise  at  the  reference  in  the  speech  to  joint-stock 
banks;  if  that  member  had  ever  been  a cabinet  mi- 
nister, he  would  know  that  a better  plan  could  not 
be  devised  to  prevent  discussion  on  the  speech  or 
address,  than  that  of  making  them  run  on  joint- 
stock  banks.  For  his  own  part,  he  thought  the  ex- 
pressions in  the  address,  on  this  subject,  perfectly 
innocent  and  undeniable — most  incontestable  tru- 
isms. On  the  subject  of  interference  in  Spain,  sir 
Robert’s  remarks  were  of  the  same  tenor  as  the 
duke  of  Wellington’s. 

The  address  was  agreed  to  unanimously,  and  the 
house  adjourned. 

The  following  were  among  the  numerous  no- 
tices of  motions,  on  the  first  day  of  the  session  of 
parliament,  in  the  house  of  commons: 

By  lord  John  Russell,  for  a bill  for  the  reform  of 
municipal  corporations,  and  another  for  poor  laws 
in  Ireland. 

By  Mr.  Stanley,  for  a committee  of  inquiry  into 
the  operation  of  joint-stock  banks. 

By  the  attorney  general,  for  a bill  to  abolish  im- 
prisonment for  debt. 

By  Mr.  Grote,  for  the  vote  by  ballot. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  for  a repeal  of  the  corn  laws. 

By  Mr.  Ward,  for  a reform  of  the  house  of  lords. 

By  Mr.  Hume,  for  the  extension  of  suffrage  to  all 
householders. 

By  Mr.  Ewart,  to  abolish  the  laws  of  primogeni- 
ture. 

By  Mr.  Hoy,  for  copies  of  correspondence  be- 
tween the  governments  of  Great  Britain,  Mexico 
and  Texas,  and  between  the  governments  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  relating  to  Texas. 

By  Mr.  Lushington,  for  a resolution  against  the 
sitting  of  bishops  in  parliament. 

By  Mr.  Phillips,  for  the  repeal  of  the  duty  oq 
raw  cotton. 

Lord  Brougham  and  Mr.  O’Connell  were  present 
in  their  respective  houses. 
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State  of  parties.  The  whig  and  radical  parties 
in  the  house  of  commons  who  may  or  may  not  act 
together,  are  in  number  from  330  to  340.  The  to- 
ries,  who  will  act  together,  amount  to  from  300  to 
319.  The  ministerial  majority,  therefore,  on  ques- 
tions in  which  the  liberal  partiesagree,  will  range 
from  eleven  to  forty.  In  no  cases  can  ministers  be 
outvoted,  unless  the  tories  act  with  the  radicals,  or 
the  radicals  remain  on  any  question  neuter,  neither 
of  which  cases  is  at  all  probable.  These  supposi- 
tions s*and  on  divisions  of  the  whole  house.  The 
vacancies  are  tory,  and  the  chances  of  absence  are 
more  tory  than  whig;  so  that  the  supposed  majori- 
ties may  be  greatly  increased  on  important  occa- 
sions. 

The  British  merchant  schooner,  the  Vixen,  has 
been  captured  in  the  Black  Sea,  off  the  coast  of 
Circassia,  under  the  pretense  that  she  violated  a 
blockade  established  by  Russia,  by  a Russian  ves- 
sel of  war.  She  had  previously  disposed  of  a cargo 
of  salt,  at  Djoolc. 

This  event  is  magnified  by  the  London  press  into 
a matter  of  great  importance,  but  it  will,  no  doubt, 
pass  oif  without  any  serious  misunderstanding: — 
The  London  Standard  of  the  29th  January  holds  the 
following  strong  language  on  the  subject. 

“The  case  of  the  Vixen  is  likely  to  bring  the 
British  and  Russian  relations  to  an  explanation. 
Russia,  some  years  ago,  proclaimed  a sanitary 
blockade  of  nearly  the  whole  eastern  coast  of  the 
Black  Sea,  which  she  had  no  more  territorial  right 
to  institute  than  it  would  have  to  blockade  the 
Brazils,  or  the  coast  of  Africa — the  purpose  of  this 
blockade  was  to  aid  the  ambitious  aggression  of  the 
Czar  upon  the  independence  of  the  Circassians; 
perhaps  to  assert  a kind  of  sovereignty  in  the  Black 
Sea.  No  British  minister  can  dare  refuse  to  de- 
mand restitution  of  the  vessel,  and  full  satisfaction 
for  the  insult  to  the  British  flag.” 

The  cause  of  these  difficulties  between  the  two 
greatest  powers  of  Europe,  seems  to  grow  out  of  a 
claim  by  Russia  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
Black  Sea — denying  the  right  of  any  other  flag  to 
navigate  its  waters.  Upon  the  shores  of  Circassia, 
Russia  has  erected  her  custom  houses  and  decreed 
quarantine  regulations,  declaring  these  sea  shore 
villages  ports,  invites  the  trade  of  foreign  nations  to 
such  places,  prohibiting  any  commercial  dealings 
with  the  inhabitants  of  the  vast  portion  of  the  in- 
tervening and  adjoining  countries.  Russia  founds 
this  claim  of  right  on  an  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Adrianople,  whereby  Turkey  ceded  to  her  the  do- 
minion of  the  country  on  the  north  eastern  shores 
of  the  Black  Sea.  Turkey  never  having  enjoyed 
the  sovereignty  of  Circassia,  she  can  have  had  no 
right  to  concede  to  Russia  the  country  of  which 
she  has  never  possessed  the  undisputed  empire. — 
Circassia  is  an  unconquered  country — governed  by 
native  princes — disowning  allegiance'  to  any  other 
state — and  resisting  nobly  the  usurped  authority  of 
the  Russian  despot  and  his  invading  hordes.  Eng- 
land denies  the  right  of  Russia  to  prohibit  British 
vessels  from  trading  with  the  people  of  Circassia; 
and  the  Vixen  may  be  said  to  have  been  freighted 
by  lord  Palmerston  with  a cargo  of  British  honor, 
and  to  have  been  wafted  into  the  Black  Sea  by  a 
gale  of  national  defiance.  Russia  has  dared  to  in- 
sult the  British  flag,  and  she  must  choose  between 
humiliation  and  war. 

On  the  other  hand  the  St.  Petersburg  Journal 
justifies  the  seizure  of  the  vessel  for  having  broken 
the  sanitary  regulations. 

The  exportation  of  gold  and  silver  bullion  from 
London  during  the  week  ending  the  31st  ult.  is — 
gold  coin  to  Ceyton  and  Mauritus,  992  oz.  and  do. 
cape  of  Good  Hope,  73,000  oz. 

The  claim  of  the  United  States,  under  the  will  of 
Mr.  Smithson,  came  before  the  rolls  court  in  Lon- 
don about  the  beginning  of  February;  in  conse- 
quence of  some  insufficient  setting  forth,  however, 
in  the  bill  filed  by  Mr.  Rush,  the  matter  was  put 
over  for  amendment. 

France. 

The  epidemic  is  prevalent  on  the  continent.  At 
Paris  it  is  raging  to  a very  great  degree,  and  there 
is  scarcely  a family  of  which  some  branch  is  not 
confined  by  the  effects  of  this  malady.  In  some 
arts  of  the  French  capital  bordering  upon  the 
anks  of  the  river  Seine  the  mortality  has  been  most 
dreadful,  especially  among  the  poorer  classes  in  the 
populous  neighborhood  of  the  Faubourg  St.  An- 
tonie and  the  Quartier  St.  Jaques,  where  they  have 
died  from  80  to  100  a day.  The  hotel  Dieu  and  all  the 
hospitals  are  filled  with  patients;  and  it  has  also  been 
very  prevalent  among  the  troops  of  the  garrison, 
numbers  of  whom  have  fallen  victims  to  it.  The 
faculty  of  medicine  of  Paris  have  given  this  epi- 
demic the  appellation  of  “la  grippe,”  in  consequence 
of  the  violent  spasms  it  causes  inwardly  to  the  pa- 
tient, attended  with  a sore  throat,  great  difficulty  of 


breathing,  and  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  so  as  to 
produce  convulsions  and  suffocation.  At  Calais, 
Dunkirk,  St.  Omer  and  Boulogne,  the  greater  part 
of  the  English  residents  are  laboring  under  this  ma- 
lady. 

The  speech  of  the  king  of  England  has  caused 
considerable  excitement  in  France  in  consequence 
of  containing  no  allusions  to  that  country.  Louis 
Philippe  at  the  opening  of  the  chambers,  had  spo- 
ken of  the  continuation  of  the  intimate  union  be- 
tween France  and  England — and  England  makes  no 
response.  This  is  attributed  to  the  refusal  of  the 
French  king  to  give  more  efficacious  aid  to  the  cause 
of  the  queen  of  Spain. 

A meeting  of  British  and  American  “subjects,” 
has  been  held  at  Paris,  which  adopted  an  address  to 
his  majesty  on  his  last  escape  from  assassination. 

The  papers  were  busily  discussing,  with  consi- 
derable acrimony,  a proposed  law  establishing  the 
appanage  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  the  queen  of 
Belgium.  The  opposition  journals  contend  that 
the  children  of  Louis  Philippe  are  amply  provided 
for  by  the  immense  private  property  of  their  father, 
which  he  made  over  to  them  the  very  day  before  he 
accepted  the  crown. 

The  preparations  for  the  new  expedition  against 
Constantine  were  not  yet  completed  but  going  on 
with  great  activity. 

The  Courrier  Francais  says  that  a courier  was  de- 
spatched to  St.  Petersburg  on  the  28th  of  January, 
with  instructions  to  the  French  minister,  M.  Ba- 
rante,  to  demand  explanations  touching  an  article  in 
the  official  Gazette  of  Warsaw,  on  the  subject  of 
the  debate  in  the  chamber  of  deputies. 

The  following  is  a translation  of  the  offensive  pa- 
ragraph: 

“The  different  paragraphs  of  the  address  do  not 
agree  well  together,  or  with  the  actual  condition  of 
affairs.  Thus  in  the  outset  it  speaks  of  the  general 
tranquillity  of  the  world;  but  a little  further  on,  it 
deplores  the  civil  war  in  Spain,  and  the  defeat  at 
Constantine. 

“It  is  known  that  the  differences  with  the  United 
States  and  Switzerland  have  gained  for  France  nei- 
ther honor  nor  profit.  On  the  contrary  it  seems 
that  frightened  by  the  former,  she  consented  to  pay 
what  was  demanded,  and  as  to  the  latter,  whom  she 
wished  to  frighten  in  her  turn,  she  found  so  many 
difficulties  in  the  fulfilment  of  her  purpose,  that  she 
was  glad  to  accept  in  haste  a quasi  demand  for  par- 
don.” 

The  chief  engineer  of  the  Paris  fire  department 
has  gone  to  London  to  make  himself  acquainted 
with  the  means  employed  there  for  the  extinguish- 
ment of  fires. 

Several  of  the  minor  theatres  in  Paris  were  clos- 
ed, so  many  of  the  actors  and  actresses  being  laid  up 
with  the  epidemic. 

The  death  of  maj.  Henry  Lee,  of  Virginia,  author 
of  the  Life  of  Napoleon,  and  American  editor  of 
the  new  English  paper  established  in  Paris,  is  an- 
nounced in  Galignani’s  Messenger.  It  took  place 
on  Monday,  Jan.  30th. 

A royal  ordinance  authorises  the  payment  of  the 
5th  instalment  of  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States, 
recognized  by  the  treaty  of  the  4th  July,  1831.  The 
amount  of  this  payment,  with  interest,  is  4,229,999 
fr.  90c. 

The  Moniteur  publishes  the  quarterly  account  of 
the  sinking  fund,  from  which  it  appears  that  there 
has  been  purchased  from  the  1st  of  October  to  the 
31st  of  December,  1836,  inclusive;  1st,  17,081  fr. 
of  4 0[0  rentes,  which  cost  422,098  fr.  31c.  ave- 
raging 98  fr.  85c.  and  2dly,  179,463  fr.  of  3 0[0 
rentes,  which  cost  4,720,276  fr.  23c.  averaging  78 
fr.  91c. 

Paris,  Jan.  23.  Government  has  received  the 
following  telegraphic  despatch  from  Perpigan. 

“In  consequence  of  the  publication  of  the  law  of 
December  22,  investing  the  government  with  extra- 
ordinary powers,  a rebellious  movement  was  made 
on  the  13th  at  Barcelona,  by  two  battalions  of  the 
national  guards.  Gen.  Pareno  proclaimed  martial 
law,  and  re-established  the  state  of  seige.  The  re- 
volted battalions  were  disarmed  on  the  14th,  and 
several  arrests  were  effected.” 

SPAIN. 

Letters  from  Madrid  say  that  general  Rodil  is  to 
be  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  army  of  the 
north,  in  the  place  of  Espartero,  who  was  lying  dan- 
gerously ill  at  Bilboa,  and  moreover  somewhat  out 
of  favor  on  account  of  his  inactivity. 

According  to  one  account,  general  Evans  is  about 
to  return  immediately  to  England;  while  another  re- 
port is,  that  large  reinforcements  are  to  be  given  him 
and  that  he  is  to  join  in  a combined  attack  on  the 
Carlists.  The  latter  story  derives  some  confirma- 
tion from  an  uncontradicted  statement  in  the  London 
newspapers,  that  more  artillery  and  men  are  to  be 
immediately  despatched  from  Woolwich  to  St.  Se- 
bastian. 


Both  parties  in  Spain  seem  still  greatly  embarrass- 
ed by  the  want  of  funds.  Don  Carlos  it  appears  is 
organizing  another  expedition  into  the  interior  and 
particularly  into  Catalonia,  where  his  partizans  show 
themselves  in  great  force.  Discontent  however  pre- 
vails among  his  adherents  in  the  Basque  provinces, 
at  the  long  continuance  of  the  sacrifices  they  are 
called  upon  to  make,  without  any  apparent  approach 
to  a termination  of  the  contest. 

TURKEY. 

An  attempt  had  been  made  to  assassinate  the  Tur- 
kish sultan.  As  he  was  riding  out  on  horseback, 
an  individual  in  the  prostrate  crowd  fired  at  him  with 
an  air-gun.  Happily  the  swerving  of  his  horse  saved 
the  sultan’s  life.  The  assassin,  with  nine  suspect- 
ed accomplices,  had  been  sewed  up  in  sacks  and 
tossed  into  the  Bosphorus — a much  more-  sensible 
proceeding  towards  a murderer,  taken  in  the  act,  than 
the  forms,  ceremonies,  delays,  and  eclat  of  a trial  by 
a house  of  Peers. 

SWEDEN. 

In  this  country  the  influenza  prevailed  extensive- 
ly. A letter  from  Stockholm,  dated  4th  Jan.  says — 
“Medical  reports  state  that  between  Christmas  and 
New  Year’s  day,  no  fewer  than  18,000  or  19,000 
persons,  or  about  one-fourth  of  our  whole  popula- 
tion, have  been  simultaneously  attacked  by  the  pre- 
vailing influenza,  or  the  grippe.  The  king  and  all 
the  royal  family,  except  the  queen,  have  been  attect- 
ed  by  the  malady,  but  his  majesty  and  their  royal 
highnesses  are  perfect^  recovered.  The  disease  is 
also  extremely  prevalent  in  Copenhagen.” 

PORTUGAL. 

Prince  Ferdinand,  husband  of  the  queen  of  Por- 
tugal, was  insulted  by  a Frenchman  named  Mercier 
on  the  25th  of  January,  who  threw  a large  stone  at 
him;  it  did  not  strike  the  prince,  who  was  on  horse- 
back. Mercier  was  seized.  He  had  been  an  en- 
sign in  the  queen’s  service,  and  was  supposed  to  be 
insane. 

The  cortes  was  opened  by  the  queen  in  person  on 
the  26'th  of  January.  The  speech  does  not  contain 
any  thing  new  or  very  important. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

This  distinguished  citizen  was  welcomed  to  New 
York  on  Wednesday  last,  with  the  most  honorable 
marks  of  respect  and  esteem.  In  pursuance  of  ar- 
rangements made  at  a meeting  of  his  friends,  a com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  meet  him  at  Amboy  and 
accompany  him  to  the  city,  where  he  was  met  by  a 
vast  cavalcade  and  conducted  to  his  lodgings  at  the 
American  hotel.  In  the  evening  he  was  addressed 
in  a public  meeting  atNiblo’s  saloon— the  proceed- 
ings of  which  shall  have  a place  in  the  next  “Re- 
gister.” 

In  the  original  meeting  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted  and  transmitted  to  Mr.  Webster, 
who  returned  the  answer  inserted  below,  from  which 
it  will  be  seen  that  he  has,  at  the  solicitation  of  his 
friends,  yielded  his  intention  of  resigning  his  seat  in 
the  senate. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  has  heard  with  deep 
concern  of  the  intention  of  the  hon.  Daniel  Web- 
ster to  resign  his  seat  in  the  senate  of  the  United 
States  at  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  con- 
gress, or  early  in  the  next  session. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  regret  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Webster,  it  would  be  most  unreasonable  to 
censure  the  exercise  of  his  right  to  seek  repose,  af- 
ter fourteen  years  of  unremitted,  zealous  and  highly 
distinguished  labors  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States;  but  we  indulge  the  hope  that  the  nation  will, 
at  no  distant  day,  again  profit  by  his  ripe  experi- 
ence as  a statesman,  and  his  extensive  knowledge 
of  public  aflairs;  by  his  wisdom  in  council,  and  his 
eloquence  in  debate. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  meeting, 
there  is  none  among  the  living  or  the  dead,  who  has 
given  to  the  country  more  just  or  able  expositions 
of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States;  none  who 
has  enforced,  with  more  lucid  and  impassioned  elo- 
quence, the  necessity  and  importance  of  the  pre- 
servation of  the  union,  or  exhibited  more  zeal  and 
ability  in  defending  the  constitution  from  foes  with- 
out the  government,  and  foes  within  it,  than  Daniel 
Webster. 

Resolved,  That  there  is  no  part  of  our  widely  ex- 
tended country  more  deeply  interested  in  the  preser- 
vation of  the  union,  than  the  city  of  New  York;  her 
motto  should  be  “union  and  liberty,  now  and  forever, 
one  and  inseparable,”  and  her  gratitude  should  be 
shown  to  the  statesman,  who  first  gave  utterance  to 
this  sentiment. 

Resolved,  That  David  B.  Ogden,  Peter  Stagg,  Jo- 
nathan Thompson,  James  Brown,  Philip  Hone, 
Samuel  Stevens,  Robert  Smith,  Joseph  Tucker,  Pe- 
ter Sharpe,  Egbert  Benson,  Hugh  Maxwell,  Peter 
A.  Jay,  Aaron  Clark,  Ira  B.  Wheeler,  Win.  W. 
I Todd,  Seth  Grosvenor,  Simeon  Draper,  jr.  Wm.  As- 
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pinwall,  Nathaniel  Weed,  Jonathan  Goodhue,  Caleb 
Bartow,  Hiram  Ketchum,  Gabriel  P.  Dissosvvay, 
Henry  K.  Bogert,  James  Kent,  Win.  S.  Johnson 
and  John  W.  Leavitt,  esqs.  be  a committee  autho- 
rised and  empowered  to  receive  the  hon.  Daniel 
Webster,  on  his  return  from  Washington,  and  make 
known  to  him,  in  the  form  of  an  address,  or  other- 
wise, the  sentiments  which  this  meeting,  in  com- 
mon with  the  friends  of  the  union  and  the  constitu- 
tion in  this  city,  entertain  for  the  services  which  he 
has  performed  for  the  country;  that  the  committee 
correspond  with  Mr.  Webster,  and  ascertain  the 
time  when  his  arrival  here  may  be  expected,  and 
give  public  notice  of  the  same,  together  with  the 
order  of  proceedings  which  may  be  adopted  under 
these  resolutions. 

Washington,  March  4th,  1S37. 

My  dear  sir:  I have  the  honorto  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  commu- 
nicating the  resolutions  adopted  at  a meeting  of  a 
number  of  political  friends  in  New  York. 

The  character  of  these  resolutions,  and  the  kind- 
ness of  the  sentiments  expressed  in  your  letter,  have 
filled  me  with  unaffected  gratitude.  I feel,  at  the 
same  time,  how  little  deserving  any  political  ser- 
vices of  mine  are,  of  such  commendation,  from  such 
a source.  To  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  my 
public  situation,  sometimes  both  anxious  and 
difficult,  I have  devoted  time,  and  labor,  without 
reserve;  and  have  made  sacrifices  of  personal  and 
private  convenience,  not  always  unimportant. 
These,  together  with  integrity  of  purpose,  and  fidel- 
ity, constitute,  I am  conscious,  my  only  claim  to 
the  public  regard;  and  for  all  these  1 find  myself 
richly  compensated  by  proofs  of  approbation,  such 
as  your  communication  affords. 

My  desire  to  relinquish  my  seat  in  the  senate, 
for  the  two  years  still  remaining  of  the  term  for 
which  I was  chosen,  would  have  been  carried  into 
execution  at  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  the 
senate,  had  not  circumstances  existed,  which,  in  the 
judgment  of  others,  rendered  it  expedient  to  defer 
the  fulfilment  of  that  purpose  for  the  present. 

It  is  my  expectation  to  be  in  New  York  early  in 
the  week  after  next;  and  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to 
meet  the  political  friends  who  have  tendered  me  this 
kind  and  respectful  attention,  in  any  manner  most 
agreeable  to  them. 

I pray  you  to  accept  for  yourself,  and  the  other 
gentlemen  of  the  committee,  my  highest  regard. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

To  D.  B.  Ogden,  esq.  New  York. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT, 
By  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

OFFICIAL. 

John  Catron,  of  Tennessee,  and  William  Smith, 
of  Alabama,  to  be  associate  justices  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States.* 

Powhatan  Ellis,  of  Mississippi,  to  be  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  ministerplenipotentiary  to  the  Unit- 
ed Mexican  States,  to  be  sent  whenever  circum- 
stances will  permit  a renewal  of  diplomatic  inter- 
course honorably  with  that  power. 

Charles  Ellis,  to  be  secretary  of  the  legation  of 
the  United  States  to  the  United  Mexican  States. 

Charles  A.  Ingersoll,  of  Connecticut,  to  be  secre- 
tary of  the  legation  of  the  United  States  to  the 
court  of  his  majesty  the  king  of  Prussia. 

James  C.  Gallaher,  of  Philadelphia,  to  be  consul 
for  the  port  of  Ponce,  in  the  island  of  Porto  Rico. 

James  L.  Edwards,  to  be  commissioner  of  pen- 
sions. 

Peter  D.  Vroom,  of  New  Jersey,  Thomas  J.  Ran- 
dolph, of  Virginia,  and  Publius  It.  R.  Pray,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, to  be  commissioners  to  adjust  claims  of  re- 
servations of  land  under  the  fourteenth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1S30,  with  the  Choctaw  Indians,  un- 
der the  act  of  congress  of  the  third  of  March,  1837. 

Montfort  Stokes,  of  North  Carolina,  to  be  agent 
for  the  Cherokee  Indians. 

John  W.  Sandford,  of  Georgia,  to  be  agent  for  the 
Creek  Indians. 

Joshua  Pilcher,  of  Missouri,  to  be  Indian  agent 
on  the  Upper  Missouri. 

John  Kennedy,  of  Tennessee,  to  be  commissioner 
under  the  Cherokee  treaty,  in  the  place  of  William 
Carroll,  resigned. 

Officers  of  the  branch  mint  at  New  Orleans.  Da- 
vid Bradford  to  be  superintendent;  William  P.  Hort 
to  be  assayer;  James  B.  Rodgers  to  be  melter  and 
refiner;  Rufus  Tyler  to  be  coiner;  Edmund  Forstall 
to  be  treasurer. 

Of  the  branch  mint  at  Charlotte,  in  the  state  of  N. 
Carolina.  J.  IL  Gibbon  to  be  assayer;  John  R.  Bol- 
ton to  be  coiner. 


‘Nominated  to  the  senate  on  the  night  of  the  3d 
of  March  by  president  Jackson;  but  the  nomina- 
tions were  not  acted  on. 


Of  the  branch  mint  at  Dahlonega,  in  the  state  of 
Georgia.  Joseph  W.  Farnum  to  be  assayer;  David 
H.  Mason  to  be  coiner. 

Appointments  in  the  navy. 

To  be  captains  in  the  navy  from  the  ninth  day  of 
February,  1837,  viz: 

William  M.  Hunter,  John  D.  Sloat,  Matthew  C. 
Perry,  Charles  W.  Skinner,  John  T.  Newton,  Jo- 
seph Smith,  Lawrence  Rousseau,  George  W.  Sto- 
rer,  Beverly  Kennon,  Edward  R.  Shubrick. 

To  be  masters  commandant  in  the  navy  from  the 
9th  February,  1S37,  viz: 

John  Gwinn,  Thomas  W.  Wyman,  Andrew  Fitz- 
hugh,  Abraham  S.  Ten  Eick,  John  White,  Hiram 
Paulding,  Jonathan  D.  Williamson,  Uriah  P.  Levy, 
Charles  Boarman,  French  Forrest,  William  E. 
McKenney,  William  J.  Belt,  William  Jameson, 
William  Boerum,  Charles  L.  Williamson,  Charles 
Ganntt,  William  Ramsay,  Ralph  Voorhees,  Henry 
Henry. 

To  be  lieutenants  in  the  navy  from  the  7th  De- 
cember, 1836,  viz: 

Timothy  A.  Hunt,  Sylvanus  Wm.  Gordon,  James 
S.  Palmer. 

To  be  lieutenants  in  the  navy  from  the  9th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1837,  viz: 

William  Radford,  Samuel  F.  Hazard,  John  M. 
Berrien,  George  A.  Prentiss,  John  C.  Sharpe, 
John  C.  Carter,  George  Hurst,  Allred  Taylor,  Sa- 
muel Phillips  Lee,  John  P.  Gillis,  Joseph  W.  Jarvis, 
Simon  B.  Bissell,  Samuel  Swartwout,  John  J. 
Glasson,  Samuel  T.  Gillet,  Raphael  Semmes,  jr. 
James  F.  Miller,  James  P.  McKinstry,  William  A. 
Wurts. 

To  be  a lieutenant  in  the  navy  from  the  27th  Fe- 
bruary, 1837,  viz:  Henry  Steele. 

To  be  lieutenants  in  the  navy  from  the  8th  March, 
1837,  viz: 

John  M.  Gardner,  Spencer  C.  Gist,  Charles  Hey- 
wood,  Alexander  C.  Maury,  Oliver  S.  Glisson,  John 
A.  Dahlgren,  Stephen  C.  Rowan,  Edward  R.  Thom- 
son, James  T.  MacDonough,  Guert  Gansevoort, 
William  Lambert,  William  Ward,  Robert  Handy, 
Henry  Darcantel,  Burritt  Shepard,  Charles  Green, 
Edward  L.  Handy,  Melancton  Smith,  Francis  Hu- 
ger, William  C.  Chaplin. 

To  be  surgeons  in  the  navy,  from  the  9th  Februa- 
ry, 1837,  viz: 

William  Whelan,  Samuel  Barrington,  Thomas 
L.  Smith,  George  Blacknall,  H.  G.  Glentworth, 
Lewis  B.  Hunter. 

To  be  an  assistant  surgeon  in  the  navy  from  the 
6th  December,  1836,  viz:  J.  Dickenson  Miller. 

To  be  assistant  surgeons  in  the  navy  from  the  9th 
February,  1837,  viz: 

Augustus  J.  Bowie,  Richard  W.  Leecock,  Chas. 
F.  B.  Guillou,  John  L.  Fox,  John  S.  Messersmith, 
John  J.  Abernethy. 

To  be  a second  lieutenant  in  the  Marine  corps 
from  the  28th  December,  1836,  viz:  James  Broom. 

To  be  a second  lieutenant  in  the  marine  corps 
from  the  3d  February,  1837,  viz:  Thomas  A.  Brady. 

To  be  navy  agent  at  Washington,  viz:  Elias 
Kane. 

To  be  navy  agent  at  Philadelphia,  in  place  of 
Henry  Toland,  who  declined  reappointment,  viz: 
Michael  W.  Ash. 

To  be  navy  agent  at  Savannah,  Georgia,  viz:  John 
P.  Henry. 


FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  March  3,  1837. 

Mr.  Howard  said  that  he  was  instructed  by  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs,  to  which  were  refer- 
red numerous  memorials  from  the  claimants  for 
French  spoliations  prior  to  1800,  to  move  that  a list 
of  those  claimants,  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  house.  It  had  been  as- 
serted by  those  opposed  to  the  claims,  that  they 
were  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  speculators,  who  had 
purchased  them  at  a small  price,  and  were  there- 
fore not  entitled  to  as  much  justice  as  the  original 
sufferers  would  have  been.  The  committee  had  en- 
deavored to  classify  the  petitioners,  and  the  result 
would  show  that  there  was  little  or  no  foundation 
for  this  opinion.  When  the  names  should  be  print- 
ed, he  hoped  the  members  of  the  house  would  test 
its  accuracy  by  examining  the  names  of  the  claim- 
ants in  the  several  states. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  would  add  upon  his  individual  re- 
sponsibility, as  a member  of  the  house,  that,  from  a 
laborious  investigation,  he  was  satisfied  of  the  in- 
trinsic justice  of  these  claims,  and  believed  that 
the}’’  must,  and  would,  be  paid  at  some  time  or 
other.  As  far  as  his  voice  could  reach,  he  encou- 
raged the  claimants  to  persevere,  and  not  suffer  their 
energy  to  be  overcome  by  the  long  delay  which  had 
been  heretofore  painfully,  and  he  would  add,  unjust- 
ly experienced, 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  list: 


Abstract  of  petitioners  on  account  of  French  spolia- 
tions prior  to  1800,  and  whose  memorials  are  now 


the  state  of  Maine, 

69 

Do. 

New  Hampshire, 

. 58 

Do. 

Vermont, 

2 

Do. 

Massachusetts, 

. 262 

Do. 

Rhode  Island, 

25 

Do. 

Connecticut,  . 

. 60 

Do. 

New  York, 

. 101 

Do. 

New  Jersey,  . 

. 4 

Do. 

Pennsylvania, 

106 

Do. 

Delaware, 

. 5 

Do. 

Maryland,  . 

. 124 

Do. 

District  of  Columbia, 

. 20 

Do. 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 

49 

Do. 

. 25 

Do. 

South  Carolina,  . 

27 

Do. 

Georgia, 

. 3 

Do. 

Kentucky,  . 

3 

Do. 

Ohio, 

. 6 

Do. 

Alabama, 

2 

Do. 

Mississippi. 

. 1 

Do. 

Louisiana,  . 

2 

Do. 

Missouri, 

. 1 

Do. 

Indiana, 

Total 

1 

. 956 

And  the  following  appears  to  be  a proper  classi- 
fication of  the  above  stated  petitioners,  viz: 
Petitions  of  original  claimants  in  their  own  right,  445 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


of  administrators,  107 

of  executors,  113 

for  heirs,  37 

for  estates,  45 

as  surviving  partners,  79 

as  guardians,  2 

widows  for  estates,  4 

as  assignees  of  bankrupts 
and  as  trustees  of  insol- 
vents, 62 
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of  insurance  companies,  as  assignees 
of  original  claimants,  for  losses  co- 
vered by  insurance,  18 

of  original  claimants,  “for  self  and 
others,”  13 

do.  do.  “by  attorney,”  23 

do.  do.  “by  agent,”  18 


Total  956 

The  motion  of  Mr.  H.  was  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 


DEPARTURE  OF  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

OFFICIAL GENERAL  ORDER,  NO.  6. 

HEAD  QUARTERS  OF  THE  ARMY, 

Adj't  gen's  office,  Washington,  March  7, 1837. 

I.  The  major  general  commanding-in-chief  has  re- 
ceived from  the  war  department  the  following  order: 

“Gen.  Andrew  Jackson,  ex-president  of  the 
United  States,  being  about  to  depart  from  this  city 
for  his  home  in  Tennessee,  and  the  state  of  his 
health  rendering  it  important  that  he  should  be  ac- 
companied by  a medical  attendant,  the  president 
directs  that  the  surgeon  general  of  the  army  accom- 
pany the  ex-president  to  Wheeling,  in  the  state  of 
Virginia,  there  to  be  relieved,  in  case  the  ex-presi- 
dent’s health  shall  be  such  as  to  allow  it,  by  some 
officer  of  the  medical  department,  who  wall  attend 
.the  ex-president  from  that  place  to  his  residence. 

In  giving  this  order,  the  president  feels  assured 
that  this  mark  of  attention  to  the  venerable  soldier, 
patriot  and  statesman,  now  retiring,  in  infirm 
health,  from  the  cares  of  office  to  the  repose  of  pri- 
vate life,  will  be  as  grateful  to  the  feelings  of  the 
American  people,  as  it  appears  to  the  president  to 
be  suitable  in  itself.  M.  VAN  BUREN, 

Washington,  March  6 th,  1837.” 

“The  major  general  comnanding-in-chief  will 
carry  into  effect  the  foregoing  directions  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States.  B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Secretary  of  war  ad  interim." 

II.  Pursuant  to  the  above  order,  surgeon  general 
Lawson  will  immediately  join  the  ex-president, 
and  will  accompany  him,  as  his  medical  attendant, 
to  Wheeling,  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  and,  in  his 
discretion,  to  the  residence  of  the  ex-president,  at 
the  Hermitage,  near  Nashville,  in  the  state  of  Ten- 
nessee, 

III.  Assistant  surgeon  Reynolds  will  join  the  ex- 
president at  Wheeling,  Virginia,  and  from  that 
place,  either  alone,  or  in  conjunction  with  the  sur- 
geon general,  as  the  latter  may  direct,  will  proceed 
with  the  ex-president  to  his  residence  in  Tennessee. 

IV.  The  officers  above  named,  on  the  conclusion 
of  the  duties  above  assigned  to  them,  will  repair  to 
their  respective  stations. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  gene- 
ral commanding-in-chief: 

ROGER  JONES,  adjutant  general, 
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TRIBUTES  OF  RESPECT  TO  THE  PRESI- 
DENT. 

At  a meeting  of  a portion  of  the  people  of  the 
eounty  of  Albemarle,  held  at  the  court  house,  on 
the  6th  day  of  February,  1837,  for  the  purpose  of 
offering  a public  dinner  to  their  distinguished  pre- 
sident and  fellow  citizen,  Andrew  Jackson,  on 
his  return  from  the  city  of  Washington  to  the 
Hermitage,  col.  Thomas  Durrett  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  George  Carr  appointed  secretary. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  Maury,  esq.  it  was 
Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  by  the 
chair,  to  correspond  with  the  president  of  the  U. 
States,  and  invite  him  to  partake  of  a public  dinner, 
in  the  town  of  Charlottesville,  at  such  time  as  might 
suit  his  convenience. 

The  chairman  filled  the  blank  with  the  names 
annexed  to  the  following  letter  of  invitation,  and  on 
motion  he  was  added  thereto. 

THOMAS  DURRETT,  chairman. 
George  Carr,  secretary. 

To  Andrew  Jackson,  president  of  the  U.  States: 

Sir:  We  have  been  appointed  a committee  by 
a portion  of  the  people  of  Albemarle,  to  ask  your 
acceptance  of  a public  dinner  in  the  town  of  Char- 
lottesville, on  your  return  from  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment to  the  Hermitage. 

We  are  authorised  to  state  upon  this  occasion, 
in  behalf  of  those  who  have  deputed  us,  and  for 
ourselves,  that  in  our  opinion,  you  have  served 
your  country  with  a zeal  and  fidelity  unsurpassed, 
and  that  you  have  pursued  proper  measures,  and 
advocated  sound  principles,  with  an  ability  and 
foresight,  and  above  all,  an  unflinching  firmness, 
becoming  the  high  station  to  which  you  have  been 
elevated,  and  worthy  of  the  admiration  and  grati- 
tude of  a free  people,  as  whose  servant  you  have  act- 
ed; that  we  regard  your  important  services  through 
life,  and  especially  in  the  presidential  chair,  with 
the  more  pride  and  gratitude,  when  we  remember 
the  bitter  and  malignant  opposition  with  which  it 
has  ever  been  your  fortune  to  contend,  from  the 
misguided  friends,  and  real  enemies  of  our  country, 
and  the  faction  of  disappointed  rivals  and  defeated 
aspirants  to  the  same  high  office  which  you  have 
held. 

It  was  our  pleasure,  as  it  was  our  duty  to  our 
country  then,  to  sustain  you  and  your  measures 
throughout  those  trying  scenes,  regardless  of  the  idle 
charges  of  “man-worship,  office  seeking,  corrup- 
tion and  subserviency,”  heaped  upon  us,  and  of 
“tyranny,  usurpation  and  despotism,”  so  liberally 
bestowed  upon  you,  by  those  whose  minds  could 
not  conceive  of  power  without  oppression,  or  praise 
without  a price. 

In  a few  days  you  will  have  ended  your  career 
of  active  usefulness,  and  retired  to  your  own  home 
covered  with  years  and  with  honors.  We  now 
desire  to  meet  you  as  you  pass,  as  plain  Andrew 
Jackson,  stripped  of  the  insignia  of  office,  and  di- 
vested of  power,  that  we  may  pay  to  the  man  and 
the  patriot,  without  suspicion,  that  voluntary  ho- 
mage of  respect  and  gratitude,  which  the  heartless 
and  corrupt  have  affected  to  think  a free  people 
paid  to  power  and  patronage. 

It  will  afford  us  the  utmost  gratification  if  you 
will  meet  us  upon  this  occasion,  and  celebrate  with 
the  democracy  of  Albemarle,  the  success  of  our 
struggle,  the  security  of  our  rights  and  the  prospe- 
rity of  our  country.  And  as  it  may  possibly  be 
your  last  visit  to  the  mountains,  we  would  be  glad 
to  hold  you  for  a time  in  social  communion  under 
our  own  vine  and  fig  tree;  and  when  you  leave  us 
for  the  sunny  fields  of  the  south,  to  bid  you  in  per- 
son an  affectionate  farewell,  and  waft  you  towards 
your  peaceful  home  with  the  thanks  and  blessings 
of  a free  and  happy  people. 

If  it  should  be  agreeable  to  you  to  honor  us  with 
your  presence,  we  should  be  pleased  to  know 
about  what  period  it  may  be  probably  convenient 
to  you  to  be  with  us. 

Accept  assurances  of  the  highest  esteem  and  re- 
spect, and  the  most  earnest  wishes  for  your  health 
and  happiness,  from  your  fellow  citizens, 

Thomas  W.  Maury,  Wm.  H.  Brockenbrough,  Geo. 
Carr,  Opie  Norris,  John  H.  Craven,  G.  W.  Kin- 
tolving,  John  P.  Sampson,  Garret  White,  Wm. 
S.  Dabney,  Tucker  Coles,  David  Hays,  George 
Toole,  C.  JI.  Harrison,  Orville  Allen,  Samuel 
Leitch,jr.  Richard  D.  Simms,  Garland  Garth,  jr. 
M.  W.  D.  Jones,  B.  T.  Brown,  Thomas  Miller, 
Samuel  O.  Moon,  Alex.  St.  C.  Heiskell,  Thomas 
Durrett. 

THE  PRESIDENT’S  REPLY. 

Washington,  Feb.  14,  1837. 
Gentlemen:  The  kind  manner  in  which  you 
propose  to  welcome  me  in  Albemarle,  on  my  way 
to  the  Hermitage,  and  the  affectionate  feeling,  the 
generous  enthusiasm,  with  which  you  regard  my 


life  of  public  service,  now  just  closing,  is  that  most 
grateful  reward  to  which  alone  my  ambition  has  as- 
pired. Now  that  I have  reached  the' good  old  age 
of  threescore  and  ten,  and  find  my  fellow  citizens, 
(if  I may  trust  the  indulgent  judgment  conveyed  in 
your  letter)  ready  to  greet  me,  “faithful  servant,” 

I may  well  turn  my  heart  in  deep  and  humble  de- 
votion to  the  Author  of  my  being,  and  pour  out  its 
last  tribute  in  thanks  to  the  beneficence  which  has 
permitted  me  to  fulfil  a destiny,  considered  by  my 
country  to  have  been  both  honorable  and  useful. 

You  recur  to  the  reproaches  of  “tyranny,  usurpa- 
tion, and  despotism,”  with  which  I have  been  pur- 
sued in  the  course  of  my  administration  of  the  pub- 
lic affairs,  and  tell  me,  that  as  “plain  Andrew  Jack- 
son,  stripped  of  the  insignia  of  office,  and  divested 
of  power,  you  may  pay  to  the  man  and  the  patriot, 
without  suspicion,  the  voluntary  homage  of  respect,” 
&c.  Let  me  assure  you  gentlemen,  that  there  are 
no  circumstances  under  which  it  could  be  so  grate- 
ful to  me;  and  I trust  that  many  now,  beside  my  po- 
litical friends,  will  be  found  ready  to  do  justice  to 
the  motives  of  the  man,  who  have  never  approved 
the  acts  of  the  magistrate.  There  are  many  among 
us,  who  look  with  a jealous  and  fearful  eye  on  the 
people — who  feel,  in  the  supremacy  of  their  will, 
the  despotism  of  millions,  and  as  I have,  I trust,  with 
unshrinking  firmness,  given  effect  to  the  wishes  of 
the  great  constituent  body,  which,  when  I entered 
upon  the  duties  as  chief  magistrate,  I promised 
faithfully  to  represent,  I could  not  hope  to  escape 
for  the  time  the  hostility  and  hate  of  those  who  hold 
the  power  of  the  people  the  most  dreadful  of  tyran- 
nies. That  feeling  will  now  abate,  when,  in  the  hum- 
ble walks  of  private  life,  I divide  with  my  republi- 
can friends  the  intense  odium,  which,  as  their  pro- 
minent representative,  I have  for  years  concentrated 
on  myself. 

There  is  no  spot  in  the  world  where  it  would  give 
me  so  much  pleasure  to  rest  me,  after  laying  down 
the  load  of  public  duty,  as  in  the  view  of  Monticello, 
and  no  people  with  whom  it  would  be  more  conge- 
nial and  gratifying  to  my  unfettered  spirit,  to  hold 
“social  communion,”  than  the  democratic  farmers 
of  Albemarle.  It  was  from  the  genius  of  the  place, 
the  apostle  of  human  liberty,  whose  dust  consecrates 
the  mountain’s  top  which  looks  abroad  upon  the  hap- 
piness of  this  continent,  that  I imbibed  the  princi- 
ples which  have  directed  my  public  labors;  and  I 
should  feel  it  my  greatest  triumph  at  the  foot  of  it, 
to  read  in  the  eyes  of  his  nearest  neighbors,  and  fol- 
lowers, that  they  have  not  found  me  altogether  want- 
ing to  the  high  trusts  in  which  it  has  been  my  for- 
tune to  succeed  him.  But  my  bodily  infirmities  for- 
bid the  hope  of  my  enjoying  this  pleasure.  I must 
hasten  home  to  my  Hermitage,  when  I leave  the  city, 
by  the  smoothest  and  quickest  route,  and  there  claim 
the  privilege  of  nursing  a shattered  constitution,  in 
the  hope  that  it  may  last  a few  years  longer,  and 
enable  me  to  give  the  first  lessons  to  the  dear  little 
group  of  tenderly  loved  adopted  children  by  whom 
I am  happily  surrounded. 

With  my  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Albemarle  whom  you  represent,  I tender 
through  you  to  them  my  best  wishes  for  their  wel- 
fare through  this  life,  and  a happy  immortality,  and 
to  each  of  you  gentleman,  my  thanks  for  the  kind 
sentiments  with  which  you  have  addressed  me.  I 
am,  very  respectfully,  your  fellow-citizen, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Messrs.  Thomas  W.  Maury,  William  H.  Brocken- 
brough, George  Carr,  and  others,  committee  of  invi- 
tation, Albemarle,  fyc. 

Address  of  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of 
Washington  to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1837. 

To  general  Andrew  Jackson,  president  of  the  United 
States: 

Mr.  President:  As  a manifestation  of  the  high 
esteem  and  regard  entertained  by  the  corporate  au- 
thorities of  the  city  of  Washington  for  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  they  wait  upon  you  in  a body 
to  express  through  us  their  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  friendship  manifested  by  you  towards 
the  metropolis  of  the  nation. 

We  also  in  their  name,  convey  to  you  their  ear- 
nest hopes  that  in  your  retirement  to  private  life 
you  may  live  to  enjoy  many  years  of  uninterrupted 
happiness,  in  the  repose  so  necessary  and  so  desira- 
ble after  your  long  services  in  the  various,  perilous, 
responsible  and  honorable  employments  which  have 
been  confided  to  you  by  the  American  people. 

Individually,  we  unite  most  cordially  in  these  ac- 
knowledgments and  hopes,  and  bid  you  respect- 
fully farewell. 

PETER  FORCE,  mayor. 

CHAS.  W.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

President  board  of  aldermen. 
JAMES  CARBERY. 

President  board  of  common  council. 


Reply  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  the 
address  of  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1S37. 
Gentlemen:  I have  received  with  peculiar  plea- 
sure, the  grateful  feelings  expressed  by  the  corpo- 
rate authorities  of  the  city  of  Washington,  for  the 
friendship  manifested  by  me  towards  the  metropolis 
of  the  nation. 

Nothing,  I assure  you,  could  be  more  gratifying 
to  me  in  performing  the  duty  imposed  on  me,  as 
chief  magistrate,  than  that  of  advancing  the  wel- 
fare and  giving  permanent  importance  to  this  city 
of  the  union.  I had  hoped  atone  time  that  my  ad- 
ministration would  have  been  signalized  by  linking 
the  northern  shore  of  the  Potomac  at  this  place,  by 
an  imperishable  bridge  of  stone.  In  this  great  de- 
sign (at  once  calculated  to  embellish  the  city  and 
bring  to  its  embrace  the  section  of  the  south  by  this 
great  national  structure,  severed  by  the  Potomac), 
I have  been  disappointed. 

I deserve,  therefore,  the  thanks  of  the  city  au- 
thorities, rather  for  what  I intended,  and  what  I en- 
deavored to  do,  than  what  I have  done.  The  laws, 
however,  which  w-ere  passed  to  relieve  it  from  em- 
barrassment and  improve  its  condition,  met  my  own 
cordial  approbation.  I reciprocate,  gentlemen,  your 
kind  feeling,  and  have  to  present  through  you,  to 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  my  best  regards  and 
prayers  for  their  happiness  here  and  hereafter,  and 
bid  them  all  an  affectionate  liirewell. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


THE  MAILS. 

There  is  no  subject  on  which  there  has  been  and  is 
so  much  complaint  as  the  irregular  reception  of  news- 
papers; and  this  fault  is  almostinvariably  attributed 
to  the  mismanagement  of  the  post  office  department. 
In  an  establishment  requiring  so  many  agents,  it 
wmuld  not  be  surprising  if  there  were  some  destitute 
of  principle,  or  negligent  of  the  duties  they  have  as- 
sumed— but  we  have  no  doubt  that  many  of  the  com- 
plaints urged  against  the  department  may  be  traced 
to  the  manner  in  which  newspapers  are  packed  and 
directed,  and  the  carelessness  of  publishers.  As  an 
admonition  to  them,  we  republish  the  following  ex- 
cellent hints  from  our  old  friend,  Elam  P.  Langdon, 
esq.  the  faithful  and  intelligent  assistant  postmas- 
ter at  Cincinnati,  Ohio:  for,  though  intended  lor 
the  benefit  of  the  publishers  in  that  neighbor- 
hood, they  apply  with  equal  force  to  every  section 
of  the  country.  The  plan  there  recommended,  we 
have  pursued  in  packing  the  “Register”  for  more 
than  twenty-five  years,  and  in  consequence,  a ma- 
jority of  our  subscribers  have  received  almost  every 
paper  addressed  to  them  in  that  period — and  others, 
in  sections  of  the  country  less  favorable  for  mail 
transportation,  do  not  lose  more  than  a single  copy 
in  the  course  of  a year.  [Ed.  Register. 

From  the  Cincinnati  Chronicle. 

The  mails.  We  are  well  pleased  with  the  sug- 
gestion contained  in  the  paragraph  given  below, 
and  hope  they  will  be  observed  by  those  to  whom 
they  apply.  It  is  treating  complaints  of  that  char- 
acter in  the  proper  way.  We  take  pleasure  in 
bearing  testimony  of  similar  beneficial  suggestions 
from  Mr.  Langdon  in  reference  to  complaints  ©f  the 
loss  and  irregular  reception  of  the  “Chronicle,”  on 
the  part  of  our  subscribers  at  a distance.  On  cal- 
ling on  Mr.  L.  for  an  explanation,  we  found  him 
ready  to  give  us  what  information  he  could.  He 
stated  to  us  that  almost  every  thing,  in  reference  to 
the  safe  transmission  of  newspapers  in  the  mails, 
depended  on  their  being  first  well  dried,  well  wrapped 
in  strong  paper,  plainly  directed,  and,  where  there 
were  more  than  two  or  three  papers  in  a package, 
they  should  be  tied  with  a small  but  strong  twine — 
and  in  addition  to  the  subscribers’  names  upon  the 
margin  of  the  papers,  the  name  or  the  post  office,  to 
wffiich  it  is  destined,  should  also  be  written  upon 
one  of  the  papers— that  if  this  process  was  observed 
on  the  part  of  the  publishers  of  newspapers— and 
which  would  only  be  in  strict  compliance  with  the 
instructions  of  the  post  master  general — there  would 
be  less  cause  of  complaint  for  the  loss  of  papers, 
and  that  a postmaster,  who  should  be  negligent  of 
hi3  duty,  might  be  more  readily  detected.  This 
took  place  a month  or  two  ago.  We  have  since  at- 
tended to  these  suggestions. 

From  the  Cincinnati  Gazette. 

«* The  mails.  Some  time  last  month  we  publish- 
ed a letter  from  one  of  our  subscribers  at  Charlottes- 
ville, la.  complaining  of  the  irregular  reception  of 
the  “Gazette”  at  that  place. 

On  the  day  of  publication  Mr.  Langdon,  our  as- 
sisant  postmaster,  called  at  the  Gazette  office  and 
explained  to  us  how  the  mails  were  sent  to  Char- 
lottesville from  the  post  office  here,  but  was  ^ not 
certain  they  were  sent  by  the  most  expeditious 
route.  This  should  have  been  noticed  before,  but 
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the  “p;rand  debate”  and  other  matters  have  pre- 
vented. 

Mr.  L.  further  stated  that  the  towns  and  post  of- 
fices in  the  west,  were  springing  up  with  such  ra- 
pidity, that  it  was  difficult,  in  many  instances,  to  as- 
certain until  some  time  had  elapsed,  their  location, 
or  the  mail  route,  by  which  they  would  be  most 
directly  supplied  with  the  mails. 

That  if  the  persons  complaining,  or  the  post- 
masters, would  give  the  proper  explanations,  as  to 
the  route  and  location  of  the  post  office  at  which 
they  receive  their  papers  and  letters,  no  pains  would 
be  spared  to  afford  them  every  facility,  and,  as  far 
as  possible,  to  meet  their  wishes.  He  also  suggest- 
ed that  it  would  be  a relief  to  the  post  office,  and 
add  to  the  certainty  of  correspondence,  if  merchants 
and  others,  doing  business  with  persons  at  a dis- 
tanc 3,  would  be  particular  to  enter  in  their  books 
with  the  name  of  the  person  dealt  with,  the  name 
of  the  post  office  to  which  their  letters  and  commu- 
nications should  be  addressed. 

Some  are  in  the  habit  of  giving  the  private  name 
of  their  farm,  for  instance.  Grass  Hill,  for  Ghent,  Ky . 
the  name  of  the  post  office,  Zepper  Hill,  for  New- 
nort.  Ivy-  Elm  Grove,  for  Covington,  Ky.  & c. — 
There  are  other  instances  where  the  place  is  known 
by  two  names,  viz:  Madison,  II.  C.  Ohio,  the  post 
office  name  of  which  is  Maclisonville;  Springfield, 
H.  C.  Ohio,  office  name  Springdale;  Newport, 
Wayne  county,  la.  office  name  New  Garden.  Many 
of  these  alterations  have  been  made  by  the  post 
office  department,  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the 
same  name  in  the  same  state,  in  the  list  of  post 
offices. 

These  changes  and  variations  are  almost  innu- 
merable. And  to  insure  direct  and  speedy  corres- 
pondence, under  all  these  liabilities  to  err,  requires 
united  effort  and  attention,  on  the  part  of  writers, 
printers  and  postmasters.  And  this  done,  much 
good  might  be  effected  for  all  the  parties  concerned. 
Indiana,  particularly,  is  approached  by  so  many 
different  routes  that  we  would  be  obliged  to  our 
subscribers  and  postmasters  in  that  state,  if  they 
would  direct  by  which  to  send  their  papers. 


DEMOCRATIC  CITY  AND  COUNTY  CON- 
VENTION. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Sentinel. 

The  committees  appointed  by  the  democratic 
town  meetings  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, held  on  the  2d  inst.  for  the  purpose  of  confer- 
ring and  uniting  in  the  recommendation  of  suitable 
persons  to  the  executive  for  collector  of  the  port 
of  Philadelphia  and  other  offices,  by  public  notice 
met  in  convention  at  the  county  court  house  at  three 
o’clock,  P.  M.  on  Tuesday,  the  7 tin.  inst.  and  were 
organized  bv  appointing  Francis  E.  Brewster,  presi- 
dent, and  John  Foulkrod  and  Wm.  Hall,  vice  presi- 
dents— and  Z.  B.  Ziegler  and  Win.  M.  Marlin,  se- 
cretaries. 

The  convention  sat  four  days  and  rose  upon  Fri- 
day the  17th  inst. 

The  following  resolutions,  recommendations  and 
address,  were  reported  and  separately  discussed,  and 
finally  adopted  by  an  unanimous  vote. 

Resolved  That  we  advert  with  much  pain  at  the 
condition  of  the  democratic  party  in  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia— we  are  persuaded  that  the 
most  active  and  efficient  steps  should  be  taken  to 
avert  the  scenes  of  distraction  and  derangement 
which  have  recently  occurred,  no  question  is  enter- 
tained but  that  a large  majority  can  be  given  in  sup- 
port of  all  our  measures  when  they  are  judiciously 
devised,  and  discreetly  presented  to  the  party.  The 
causes  of  our  repeated  failures  are  to  be  found  in  the 
encouragement  which  has  been  given  to  crafty  and 
interested  demagogues  in  our  own  ranks  and  those 
of  the  same  character  from  the  federal  party,  in  the 
facilities  which  they  find  for  popularity  and  pursuit 
for  office.  This  blind  and  mistaken  policy  of  mak- 
ing nominations  for  office  and  suffering  appoint- 
ment to  be  obtained  by  such  men  to  the  total  exclu- 
sion of  the  consistent  and  long  tried  advocates  of  de- 
mocracy, has  thrown  about  us  an  army  of  place-men 
and  place-seekers  whose  political  history  is  a just 
reproach  to  our  party;  whose  desperate  struggles  for 
power  strike  up  disorders  which  are  destructive  of 
all  harmony,  and  disturb  our  ranks  by  their  loud  and 
hollow  professions  of  honor,  behind  which,  they 
maintain  secret,  desperate  and  violent  cabals — cor- 
rupt and  dishonorable  plots  and  combinations  for  in- 
fluence, place,  patronage  and  power,  a continual 
strife  for  office,  and  an  utter  contempt  lor  the  pub- 
lic voice — a very  few  references  to  recent  events 
will  sustain  these  statements.  But  a short  period 
has  intervened  since  those  now  found  amongst  the 
self-assumed  leaders  of  the  party  in  Philadelphia, 
protested  against  the  continuance  of  any  ollicer  for 
more  than  two  terms.  That  position  was  then  taken 
and  clamorously  maintained  to  the  utter  prostration 


of  the  party  throughout  the  state,  by  the  very  men 
who  are  now’  using  their  utmost  exertions  to  secure 
their  own  continuance  in  office,  some  for  more  than 
eight,  and  many  for  fifteen,  twenty  and  thirty  years. 

To  accomplish  this,  various  schemes  of  intrigue 
have  been  adopted — an  effort  was  privately  made  to 
influence  the  appointing  power  by  the  supposed  rank 
and  political  elevation  of  the  electoral  college. — - 
Another,  has  been  the  employment  of  means  which 
are  intended  to  assail  the  sympathies  of  the  presi- 
dent; and  secret  cabahi  and  caucuses  of  these  select 
and  presu  mptuous  demagogues  have  been  repeatedly 
convoked  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  pressing  upon 
the  executive, 'a  continuance  in  office  of  the  old  in- 
cumbents, or  of  the  appointment  of  individuals  not. 
acceptable  to  the  people. 

So  soon  as  these  latter  steps  had  been  taken,  the 
community  became  agitated,  and  calls  were  made 
for  primary  assemblies  of  the  party — whereupon 
these  adroit  and  wary  experimentalists  convoked  a 
small  portion  of  an  old  committee  of  superinten- 
dance who  axe  functus  officio,  without  public  notice, 
and  with  private  notice  to  none  except  those  in  of- 
fice, or  the  immediate  connexions  and  relations  of 
those  in  office,  and  those  who  are  the  most  eager  for 
place — and  with  a cant- of  hypocrisy,  characteristic 
of  their  career,  disclaim  and  condemn  all  action  upon 
this  subject,  and  proclaim  the  right  of  the  people  to 
assemble  in  town  meeting,  illegal,  irregular,  and  un- 
authorised without  their  permission,  and  brand  the 
just  and  rightful  exercise  of  popular  power  with  the 
odious  and  disgraceful  stigma  of  dictation. 

The  requisition  of  covert  and  secret  measures  to 
obtain  office,  and  the  midnight  deliberations  and  con- 
spiracies of  place-men  and  their  personal  friends;  of 
place-hunters  and  their  adherents  to  influence,  the 
executive  judgment  may  be  well  pronounced  the 
most  obtrusive  and  gross  dictation. 

But  the  original  movements  of  the  people  who  are 
the  source  of  all  legitimate  power,  conducted  with  a 
single  eye  to  the  fitness  of  their  own  servants  and 
the  preservation  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  our 
free  institutions  and  to  avoid  their  abuse  and  inva- 
sion by  trick  and  management,  instead  of  being  dic- 
tation are  amongst  the  proudest  rights  of  freemen; 
and  the  measure  which  ventures  to  call  these  rights 
in  question  or  expose  them  to  detraction  is  a coarse 
and  impudent  affront  to  democracy. 

The  elements  of  our  government  are  strictly  re- 
publican, no  office  can  be  held  in  this  country  ex- 
cept from  the  people — there  is  no  such  doctrine  as 
that  which  gives  any  one  an  inherent  right  to  office; 
all  the  public  functionaries,  are  virtually  or  in  effect 
elected  and  appointed  by  the  people  in  their  own 
personal  capacities.  The  strength  of  this  abstract 
principle  is  not  enfeebled,  nor  is  its  practical  cha- 
racter changed  by  the  delegation  of  patronage  to 
those  elected  by  the  people. 

The  selection  is  presumed  in  all  cases  to  be  of 
such  as  are  in  accordance  with  the  public  will.  The 
officer  elected  to  discharge  a public  trust  which  em- 
braces an  appointing  power,  is  not  less  hound  to  ex- 
ecute his  general  functions  with  fidelity,  than  to 
make  such  appointments  with  a scrupulous  regard 
to  the  ascertained  indications  of  the  public  choice. 
And  the  officer  who  should  embezzle  the  public  funds 
or  betray  his  country,  would  not  be  more  culpable 
than  he  who  should  grant  a commission  repugnant 
to  the  known  wishes  of  his  constituents.  These  are 
axioms  too  pure  and  too  sound  to  admit  of  question 
or  debate. 

Owing  to  the  facilities  to  acquire  control,  from 
the  omission  of  the  people  to  attend  the  ward,  dis- 
trict and  township  meetings,  for  the  choice  of  dele- 
gates, these  assuming  leaders  have  held  the  opera- 
tions of  the  party  for  many  years  past  under  their 
entire  management.  The  results  are  before  us. — 
The  sound  and  honest  republicans  have  been  post- 
poned for  hungry  aspirants,  and  their  compliant 
tools;  for  obtrusive  speculators  and  open,  rank  per- 
secuting federalists.  Tickets  have  been  got  up  and 
candidates  nominated  and  forced  upon  the  people — 
revolting  to  every  consideration  of  propriety,  policy 
and  political  honor;  intrigue,  chicanery,  corruption 
and  ruin  have  followed;  apostates  and  traitors  have 
triumphed.  The  party  has  been  buffeted  and  defied 
by  the  venal  and  corrupt.  Thousands  of  the  quiet, 
unassuming  and  honest  members  of  the  party,  dis- 
gusted with  these  inconsistencies  and  flagrant  abuses, 
withhold  their  suffrages  or  have  left  the  party.  Our 
elections  furnish  a most  miserable  vote,  and  thus  di- 
vided and  scattered  we  have  fallen  a prey  to  the  de- 
vices of  our  enemies  and  pretended  friends.  The 
subject  is  of  great  magnitude;  the  crisis  is  impor- 
tant; attempts  are  being  made  to  subvert  the  power- 
ful and  extensive  patronage  of  the  president  to  the 
mere  purpose  of  self  interest. 

This  evil  should  be  exposed  and  prevented  and 
the  party  rallied  to  the  old  standard  of  Jeffersonian 
democracy.  The  people  have  now  taken  charge  of 


their  own  affairs,  and  propose  to  correct  the  causes 
of  their  distraction,  and  strengthen  the  bonds  of  their 
union;  the  first  step  will  be  to  shake  off' these  obsta- 
cles to  our  concentration — let  them  be  abjured  and 
the  party  may  be  reorganized,  and  again  prevail.— 
There  is  no  intention  to  dictate — the  purpose  is  to  cir- 
cumvent dictation — and  if  movements  are  to  be  made, 
and  elections  and  suggestions  should  be  submitted,  we 
contend,  that  these  should  be  done  by  the  people,  and  not 
by  a few  selfish  and  designing  demagogues;  we  scorn 
the  imputation  of  an  intention  to  control  the  execu- 
tive, and  we  equally  scorn  the  doctrine  which  would 
place  the  president  or  any  public  servant  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  people,  or  which  would  deprive  them 
of  the  right  to  meet  at  all  times  according  to  their 
free  and  unrestrained  inclinations,  to  memorialize 
the  power  and  patronage  of  their  agents.  The  se- 
nate has  been  instructed  and  the  members  of  con- 
gress have  been  addressed  in  advance  upon  matters 
of  public  concern  at  all  times,  and  the  president  is 
not  otherwise  than  the  national  legislature  a-  co-ordi- 
nate branch  of  the  general  government — w’ould  it  be 
pronounced  presumption  and  dictation  for  the  peo- 
ple to  request  the  removal  of  an  incompetent  offi- 
cer, or  one  who  had  held  his  post  clearly  beyond  its 
legitimate  duration.  There  is  but  one  answer  to 
this  question — and  this  is  not  more  free  from  doubt, 
than  the  right  of  the  people  by  respectful  warning  to 
prevent  the  appointment  of  obnoxious  applicants  or 
the  reappointment  of  objectionable  incumbents. 

Resolved  further — That  we  hold  the  question  as  to 
rotation  in  office  and  the  limit  of  their  duration  to 
two  terms,  to  have  been  finally  and  fully  settled  by 
the  example  of  Washington  and  Jefferson;  practiced 
upon  by  the  nation  for  a period  of  time,  which  has 
established  and  sanctified  this  as  a cardinal  law  ol 
democracy,  and  that  this  wholesome  rule  of  action, 
W’ith  equal  justice  and  propriety  applies  to  every  de- 
partment, and  every  station,  which  represents  the 
domestic  policy  and  public  relations  of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  if  it  be  meet  and  expedient  that 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  whose  functions 
are  constantly  exposed  to  public  observation  and 
scrutiny,  should  retire  from  office  at  the  end  of  two 
terms,  to  prevent  the  dangers  of  abuse,  it  is  for  the 
same  reason  imperiously  required  that  the  immense 
swarm  of  subordinate  incumbents,  whose  official 
tenures  are  veiled  from  the  public  eye,  and  whose 
supervision,  and  accountability  are  almost  wholly  no- 
minal— should  in  like  manner  yield  up  their  stew- 
ardships and  vacate  their  places  with  the  chief  ma- 
gistrate of  the  nation. 

Resolved,  That  the  right  of  the  people  to  call  and 
to  hold  public  meetings  unrestrained  by  the  control 
or  “ discipline ” of  committees  of  snperintendance,  is 
unquestionable,  and  that  any  attempt  to  interfere 
with  this  high  prerogative  is  an  insult  to  the  free- 
dom and  honor  of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  of  vital  importance  to  the 
character,  purity  and  success  of  the  democratic  par- 
ty, that  the  calls  for  public  meetings  should  be 
promptly  and  largely  attended,  to  the  end  that  (he 
principles  of  democracy,  which  are  the  only  security 
of  the  people,  be  carried  out,  and  that  cabals,  cor- 
ruption and  intrigue  be  kept  down. 

Resolved,  That  we  hold  it  to  be  impolitic  and  ab- 
surd, and  subversive  of  union  and  safety  to  the  par- 
ty, to  place  on  nomination  or  to  countenance  for  of- 
fice, any  man  who  has  been  an  open  revilerof  repub- 
lican principles — and  that  we  will  use  our  most 
strenuous  and  undivided  efforts  to  prevent  the  no- 
mination for,  or  election,  or  appointment  to  office,  of 
those  who  are  not  consistent,  long  tried  and  unbend- 
ing democrats,  and  who  shall  not  yield,  an  entire 
submission  to  the  rules  for  rotation  in  office  herein 
before  proclaimed. 

Resolved.,  That  we  have  entire  confidence  in  the 
expectation  that  the  president  elect  from  his  long 
and  faithful  adherence  lo  the  principles  of  democra- 
tic faith,  and  his  repeated  recognition  of  this  distin- 
guished expression  of  the  public  voice,  will  at  pro- 
per and  suitable  periods  make  such  discreet  succes- 
sions in  all  the  offices  under  his  patronage  as  shall 
effectually  carry  out  the  system  of  rotation  every 
two  terms. 

Resolved,  That  as  we  are  authorised  and  bound 
so  to  bejieve,  we  have  in  obedience  to  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  democracy  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  most  carefully  and  anxiously  sought 
out  for  the  stations  hereafter  named,  the  persons 
whose  names  are  respectively  placed  opposite 
thereto — and  respectfully  recommend  them  as  citi- 
zens of  integrity,  amply  qualified,  and  abundantly 
holding  (he  respect  and  confidence  of  the  democra- 
tic party,  to  wit: 

For  collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia — Mi- 
chael W.  Ash,  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

For  surveyor  of  port — Wm.  Stewart,  of  the  citv 
of  Philadelphia,  and  Thomas  D.  Grover  and  Daniel 
Smith,  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 
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For  naval  officer  for  port — -Miles  N.  Carpenter 
and  John  J.  Krider,  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

For  two  appraisers  for  port — Edmund  13.  Mixell, 
William  Rutf  and  Andrew  Keyser,  of  the  city,  and 
Robert  R.  Hodges,  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

For  weigher  for  port — John  Thompson  and  Jacob 
Collar,  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

For  two  guagers  for  port — James  McGill,  of  the 
city,  and  Richard  L.  Lloyd,  Jacob  Hentz  and  Mi- 
chael Kerby,  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

For  commissary  general — Aaron  L.  Roumfort,  of 
the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

For  marshal  of  the  E.  D.  of  Pennsylvania — Chris- 
topher Braiser,  of  the  city,  and  John  D.  Goodwin 
and  David  Etter,  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

For  district  attorney  for  the  E.  D.  of  Pennsylva- 
nia— Francis  E.  Brewster,  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

For  director  of  the  mint — Geo.  Wolfe,  of  North- 
ampton, Henry  A.  Muhlenburg,  of  Berks  county, 
and  Francis  R.  Shunlc,  of  Dauphin  county. 

For  treasurer  of  the  mint — Jos.  L.  Thomas  and 
John  Naglee,  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Henry  Scheetz,  of  Montgomery  county,  and  David 
R.  Porter,  of  Clearfield  county. 

For  assayer  of  coins  in  mint- — Levi  D.  Bodder, 
of  the  city,  and  Peter  Rambo  and  Peter  Baker,  of 
the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

For  chief  coiner  of  the  mint — Joel  Bates,  of  the 
city,  and  John  Price,  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
and  Thomas  Jeffries,  of  the  city  of  Lancaster. 

For  melter  and  refiner  of  mint— William  Har- 
wood and  Martin  Sommers,  of  the  city,  and  John 
Rheiner,  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

For  navy  agent  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia — 
Benjamin  E.  Carpenter  and  Michael  Pray,  of  the 
county  of  Philadelphia. 

For  postmaster  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia — - 
William  Stephens  and  Thomas  M.  Pettit,  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  we  entertain  no  doubt  but  that  an 
appointment  of  any  one  of  the  persons  to  the  offices 
opposite  to  which  they  are  here  named  and  for 
which  they  are  recommended,  would  meet  with, 
and  receive  the  entire  concurrence  of  the  democra- 
cy of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and 
largely  contribute  to  the  encouragement  and  strength 
of  the  party. 

Resolved,  That  in  all  this  we  disclaim  the  most 
distant  intention  beyond  that  of  mere  recommenda- 
tion, and  expressly  avow  the  wish  that  our  proceed- 
ings in  this  behalf  shall  receive  no  other  interpre- 
tation, with  this  reservation,  that  we  regard  the  im- 
partial and  open  footsteps  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  as  giving  higher  and  safer  indications  that 
those  applications  which  are  got  up  by  intrigue, 
and  almost  invariably  sustained  and  pressed  by  se- 
cret cabals,  from  their  known  repugnance  to  the 
public  will. 

Resolved,  That  after  a careful  examination  of  the 
roll  of  officers  under  the  general  government  in  this 
district,  we  are  at  an  entire  loss  to  contrive  by 
what  means  many  of  them  obtained  their  appoint- 
ments, and  why,  many  of  them  are  suffered  to  re- 
main in  office;  there  is  amongst  them,  men  who 
were  never  known  to  the  party,  some  who  are  ut- 
terly incompetent,  and  not  a few  who  have  enjoyed 
their  stations  and  emoluments  for  from  10  to  30 
years — in  open  and  bitter  hostility  to  the  democra- 
tic family. 

Resolved,  That  in  behalf  of  the  democratic  party 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  we  do  most 
ardently  trust,  that  the  president  elect,  and  his  cabi- 
net, will  purge  the  country  of  this  reproach,  and 
demonstrate  the  lofty  attributes  of  the  national  ex- 
ecutive, by  a fearless  and  timely  application  of  the 
rotation  and  two  term  system. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  and  re- 
commendations, and  the  following  address,  be  forth- 
with forwarded  to  the  president  elect,  and  publish- 
ed in  the  democratic  papers. 

ADDRESS. 

To  his  excellency  Marlin  Van  Buren,  president  elect 
of  the  United  States  of  .America. 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  convention  be- 
fore named,  respectfully  beg  leave  to  lay  before 
your  excellency,  the  foregoing  resolutions  ' and  re- 
commendations of  persons  for  the  offices  therein 
named,  as  the  result  of  their  proceedings,  and  to 
request  that  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  give 
the  subject,  that  consideration,  which  the  distracted 
state  of  the  democratic  party  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
its  vital  importance  to  the  safety,  and  well  being  of 
the  country  so  imperiously  requires.  They  are 
persuaded  that  an  open  and  public  demonstration 
of  the  party,  upon  all  questions  of  moment,  will  be 
frankly  regarded,  and  respectfully  sustained  by  your 
excellency,  whose  long  and  useful  career  ha3  been 
signalized  for  a veneration  of  the  public  will. 


If  an  explanation,  or  reason,  could  in  any  case 
be  required  for  a respectful  address  by  the  people 
to  their  representatives,  upon  subjects  of  national 
and  political  concern,  the  magnitude  and  truth  ol 
the  disclosures  herein-before  made,  would  abun- 
dantly authorise  this  memorial.  The  measure  has 
been  provoked  and  demanded  from  the  people,  by 
alarming  and  palpable  abuses,  and  by  secret  and 
unwarrantable  efforts  to  deceive  and  mislead  the 
executive  judgment  and  discrimination. 

It  is  a source  of  infinite  regret,  that  the  censura- 
ble and  covert  measures  here  complained  of,  have 
heretofore  found  impunity,  and  are  now  relying  for 
success,  in  the  absence  of  better  sources  of  infor- 
mation to  the  cabinet  of  our  local  grievances,  and 
the  characters  of  their  authors. 

The  undersigned  therefore  beg  leave  before  they 
close  this  appeal  to  your  excellency  with  deference 
and  respect — but  nevertheless  with  security  in  the 
belief,  that  their  views  will  be  liberally  appreciated 
to  draw  your  excellency’s  attention  to  the  impor- 
tant geographical  position,  and  political  relation, 
which  the  great  and  powerful  state  of  Pennsylvania 
bears  to  her  sister  states;  to  her  extensive  agricul- 
ture, commerce,  manufactures,  resources  and  popu- 
lation, and  to  the  firm  and  steady  support  she  has 
uniformly  given  to  the  democratic  administrations 
of  the  nation.  No  state  in  the  union,  it  is  believed 
has  made  larger  contributions  to  the  great  stock  of 
national  patriotism,  upon  the  ocean  and  on  the  field; 
her  sons  have  promptly  and  valiantly  aided  in  the 
defence  of  their  country’s  flag,  and  their  country’s 
honor — and  by  their  industry,  enterprise  and  un- 
wavering allegiance  to  the  union,  Pennsylvania  has 
obtained  the  proud  and  lofty  position  assigned  to 
her  by  the  common  voice,  of  being  the  key-stone 
state.  Her  commercial  and  maritime  relations, 
largely  incorporate  her  policy  and  energies  with  the 
foreign  and  domestic  prosperity  of  the  country. 
Hence  the  great  number,  and  important  duties  of 
the  agents  of  the  general  government,  who  are 
located  within  her  limits,  and  the  fierceness  and 
anxiety  for  the  honors  and  emoluments  these  agen- 
cies dispense — from  this  source  has  sprung  the  bane 
to  our  harmony,  and  the  seduction  to  political  in- 
trigue of  which  we  have  so  much  cause  to  lament. 
If  during  the  course  of  the  last  eight  years  it  had 
been  with  the  good  fortunes  of  Pennsylvania,  to  have 
had  a representative  in  the  cabinet  of  Washington, 
much  of  the  evil  herein  adverted  to,  might  have 
been  avoided.  The  presence  of  this  check  to  poli- 
tical speculation  would  have  prevented  by  discou- 
ragement, the  attempts  which,  without  this  re- 
straint, have  triumphed  with  impunity. 

The  undersigned  confidently  believe,  that  theop- 
ject  of  this  part  of  their  memorial  to  your  excellen- 
cy, would  be  cheerfully  conceded  to  Pennsylvania 
by  all  the  other  states  in  the  union.  They  firmly 
rely  on  the  suffrages  of  the  confederation  to  indulge 
the  honest  ambition  they  encourage,  for  your  ex- 
cellency’s choice  of  a Pennsylvanian  to  fill  one  of  the 
executive  departments.  In  this  just  and  reasonable 
expectation  they  look  with  pride  and  confidence 
to  their  distinguished  fellow  citizen  George  M. 
Dallas,  whose  name  is  here  used  without  his 
knowledge,  but  whose  pure  character,  and  mature 
experience,  whose  profound  learning,  and  elevated 
political  rank  and  public  services,  have  for  years 
past,  combined  to  obtain  for  him  the  entire  confi 
dence,  and  unbounded  respect,  of  the  democracy 
of  Pennsylvania. 

The  undersigned  do  therefore  most  ardently  che- 
rish the  hope  that  the  arrangements  which  shall  be 
made  by  your  excellency  lor  the  organization  of 
your  excellency’s  cabinet,  may  happily  for  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  nation,  result  in  the  transfer  of 
Mr.  Dallas  to  that  sphere  of  usefulness  and  duty 
so  suited  to  his  eminent  talents  and  acknowledged 
worth.  F.  E.  BREWSTER,  president. 

John  Foulkrod,  * 

William  Hall, 

Z.  B.  Zeigler,  ) , ■ 

> secretaries. 


■ vice  presidents. 


W.  M.  Martin,  j 
Philadelphia,  Feb.  17. 
C.  Brazier, 

R.  A.  Williamson, 
Wm.  Gravenstine, 
Thomas  B.  Town, 
Peter  Breen, 
Joseph  Wood, 
George  Wilson, 
Joseph  Caskey, 

J.  L.  Smith, 

Berij.  Erskine, 

L.  D.  Bodder, 
Lewis  Pelouse, 

R.  L.  Lloyd, 

Chas.  Pray, 

M.  N.  Carpenter, 
John  Tierney, 
Joseph  Collins, 
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Wm.  Howard, 

Robert  Lyndall, 
Samuel  C.  Dubois, 

L.  Lewis, 

George  Smith, 

George  Spackman, 
Thomas  Loudenslager, 
Wm.  Rutf, 

L.  J.  Mentzer, 

E.  Ford, 

Henry  Garlinger, 
Mahlon  Dungan, 

J.W.  Eyer, 

Jacob  Collar, 

Michael  Dyott, 

Levi  Lukens, 

Thos.  Halloway. 


CURSORY  SKETCHES, 

OF  A VISIT  OF  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  “RICHMOND 
ENQUIRER”  TO  WASHINGTON  CITY. 

From  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  the  9th  inst. 

We  have  returned  to  our  post,  after  a most  agreea- 
ble trip  to  Washington;  but  we  found  our  table  so 
covered  with  exchange  papers;  our  columns  so  much 
filled  with  the  proceedings  of  congress,  the  impor- 
tant opinion  of  the  attorney  general,  the  journals 
of  our. own  legislature,  and  the  favors  of  our  cor- 
respondents, that  we  can  command  neither  space 
nor  time  for  many  editorial  remarks.  We  will  take 
up  the  pen  for  our  next  number.  In  the  mean  time, 
we  extract  the  following  items  1’rom  the  budget  we 
have  collected. 

The  prospect  is  bright  at  Washington.  The  ca- 
binet of  the  new  administration  will  be  a strong 
one.  All  the  late  members  remain  for  the  present 
— Mr.  Forsyth,  as  secretary  of  state — Woodbury,  of 
the  treasury — Dickinson,  of  the  navy— Poinsett, 
who  arrived  with  bis  family  on  Sunday,  comes  in  as 
secretary  of  war — Kendall,  as  postmaster  general — 
and  we  rejoice,  that  B.  F.  Butler  will  continue  as 
attorney  general. 

The  inaugural  is  a masterly  production.  It  has  • 
given  great  satisfaction,  and  commands  high  confi- 
dence in  the  course  and  principles  of  the  new  ad- 
ministration. One  pledge  in  it  alone  is  calculated 
to  sink  deep  into  the  hearts  of  the  southern  people. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  declares,  that  he  will  veto  any  bill 
which  may  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, against  the  wishes  of  the  slaveholding 
states,  or  which  may  interfere  with  slavery  in  the 
states  where  it  exists.  This  declaration  itself  is  a 
pledge  of  the  firmness  with  which  he  will  adminis- 
ter the  government.  But  it  is  all  excellent.  We 
would  not  spare  a line  or  letter  of  it.  Its  delinea- 
tion of  the  blessings  of  the  union,  and  of  the  causes 
necessary  to  preserve  it,  is  beautiful  and  striking— 
and  in  some  parts  of  it,  original. 

Its  accompaniment,  the  farewell  address  of  the  • 
late  president,  is  admirable.  We  recommend  every 
American  reader  to  peruse  it,  again  and  again.  No 
impartial  man  can  rise  from  it  without  having  his 
mind  enlarged,  bis  principles  improved,  and.his  pa- 
triotism eminently  heightened. 

The  illustrious  man,  who  has  given  it  as  his  last 
political  legacy  to  his  countrymen,  was  to  have  set 
out  for  the  Hermitage  on  Monday  morning.  He 
was  expected  to  reach  Frederick  on  Tuesday  night, 
Hagerstown  on  Wednesday,  and  thence,  by  way  of 
Wheeling,  to  his  home.  He  would  be  attended  by 
his  family,  and  by  Dr.  Lawson  of  the  United  States’ 
army.  No  one  who  was  not  present  at  the  brilliant 
inauguration  of  Saturday,  can  form  an  adequate 
conception  of  the  enthusiasm  with  which  he  was 
greeted,  or  the  respect  which  he  commands.  He  is 
indeed  an  extraordinary  man— “one  man  of  a centu- 
ry,” as  one  of  the  purest  and  ablest  men  of  his  cabi- 
net called  him.  He  was  naturally  gifted  with  high 
powers — sometimes  too  quick  and  rapid  in  coming 
to  his  conclusion,  and  carried  off  by  the  impetuosity 
of  his  feelings:  but  possessed  of  a species  of  in- 
stinctive sagacity,  which  generally  arrives  at  his 
object  in  the  readiest  and  happiest  manner.  Age 
has  not  frozen  up  the  energies  of  his  mind — but,  he 
is  still  enthusiastic,  active,  fearless,  and  frequently 
deserves  the  epithet,  which  Fenelon  assigns  to 
Ulysses,  “the  eloquent  old  man.”  No  one  ever  at- 
tained to  public  honors  with  more  pleasure  than  he 
lays  them  down.  “I  congratulate  you,  sir,”  (said 
a friend  on  Saturday  last,  immediately  after  the  in- 
auguration, while  he  was  surrounded  by  the  bril- 
liant multitude  at  the  white  house),  “I  congratu- 
late you  on  your  retirement.  You  are  this  day 
more  fortunate  than  your  successor.  You  are  lay- 
ing down  your  cares;  while  he  is  taking  them 
up.”  “I  thank  you,”  (replied  the  old  man,  with 
his  cheeks  flushed  and  his  eyes  sparkling  with  plea- 
sure), “you  are  right,  sir,  I am  now  happy.  I lay 
down  my  office  with  delight — I am  now  free  from 
care.”  But  the  day  before,  he  declared,  “that  the 
mines  of  Peru  would  not  induce  him  to  remain  in 
this  house  six  months  longer.  That  the  bitterest 
cup  which  had  ever  been  presented  to  his  lips,  was 
when  the  second  term  of  the  presidency  was  offer- 
ed to  him,  and  he  was  forced  to  swallow  it  for  the 
sake  of  his  country.”  “We  part,  sir,”  (said  the 
old  man  on  Sunday,  to  the  same  friend — but  before 
their  hands  were  unlocked,  he  observed  with  a 
great  deal  of  feeling  and  dignity) — “You  Virgini- 
ans will  not  do  justice  to  my  proclamation.  I have 
read  the  political  writings  of  your  own  Jefferson 
and  Madison,  and  I cannot  perceive,  how  the  prin- 
ciples of  my  proclamation,  as  it  was  intended, 
clashes  in  the  slightest  degree  with  the  principles 
of  those  illustrious  men.”  “Well,  general,  does  the 
authoritative  exposition  published  four  years  since 
in  the  Globe,  express  the  principles  of  your  pro- 
clamation?” “It  does,  sir.”  “May  we  consider  it 
as  subscribed  by  the  name  of  Andrew  Jackson?” 
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“Certainly — certainly.”  Wc  have  no  words  to  ex- 
press the  energy  with  which  the  old  man  spoke. 
On  Friday  he  looked  care-worn  and  oppressed  with 
public  business.  On  Saturday,  when  he  appeared 
at  the  capitol,  and  afterwards,  at  the  white  house, 
his  spirits  were  high,  and  he  looked  better.  On 
Sunday,  his  health  seemed  already  improved. 

He  declared,  that  nothing  should  detain  him  from 
witnessing  the  august  spectacle  at  the  capitol  on 
Saturday;  that  he  wanted  to  see  the  great  moral 
phenomenon  of  one  citizen,  who  had  been  proscrib- 
ed as  a minister  to  London,  elevated  to  the  presi- 
dency, now  sworn  in  by  another  citizen,  who  after 
he  had  been  twice  rejected  by  the  senate,  was  now 
made  the  chief  justice  of  the  United  States — and 
both  changes  eifected  by  the  force  of  public  opinion 
in  a free  country. 

The  very  close  of  his  administration  was  graced 
by  the  recognition  of  the  Independence  of  Texas — 
We  can  never  forget  the  effect  of  the  information 
which  reached  the  house  of  representatives  aboyt 
12  o’clock  on  Friday  night.  When  it  was  announ- 
ced, that  the  president  had  just  sent  into  the  senate 
the  nomination  of  Mr.  Labranche  (speaker  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  Louisiana)  as  charge  to 
Texas,  and  judge  William  Smith  of  Alabama,  and 
judge  Catron  of  Tennessee,  as  the  new  additional 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
the  news  electrified  all  who  heard  it.  It  thrilled 
through  every  friend  of  Texas  and  of  liberty. 

We  regret  the  failure  of  the  currency  bill — We 
regret  that  general  Jackson  was  prevented  by  his 
own  impressions  on  the  sentence  of  the  court,  from 
doing  gen.  Scott  ample  justice — but  justice  will  be 
done  him.  The  papers  which  had  been  presented 
by  the  court  of  enquiry  on  Monday  were  returned 
by  the  president  for  modific  ation — the  court  to  meet 
at  Washington,  instead  of  Frederick — but  the  court, 
though  it  met,  had  no  time  to  act,  and  they  adjourn- 
ed over  to  Tuesday  last — and  we  cannot  doubt,  that 
the  new  president  will  do  gen.  Scott  justice.  This 
thing  will  go  right,  be  assured  of  it.  As  to  the  cur- 
rency bill,  and  the  treasury  circular,  there  is  some 
difference  of  opinion  among  our  friends — but  we 
cannot  entertain  any  serious  apprehensions  of  the 
adjustment  of  this  question.  The  opposition  will, 
of  course,  attempt  to  make  as  much  mischief  out  of 
it,  as  they  can.  But  we  trust  to  the  good  sense  of 
the  president  and  the  discretion  of  his  cabinet,  to 
put  matters  to  rights. 

The  loss  of  the  laud  and  the  tariff  bills  is  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  waste  of  the  precious  time  of  the 
house  by  the  slangwhanging  orators.  Messrs.  Wise 
and  Peyton  and  Adams  are  mainly  responsible  for  the 
delay  of  the  public  business,  the  defeat  of  hundreds 
of  important  bills,  and  the  falling-off  of  the  order 
and  dignity  of  the  house  of  representatives.  Mr. 
Balie  Peyton  has  authorised  the  N.  Intelligencer  to 
state  that  he  “declines  to  be  considered  a candidate 
for  the  next  congress.”  He  is  considered  decidedly 
a superior  man  to  Mr.  Wise,  who  it  is  easy  to  see  is 
one  of  those  ambitious  orators,  whom  much  puffing 
by  his  whig  partisans  has  blown  up  into  no  little 
conceit  of  his  own  powers.  He  was  two  often  on 
the  floor  during  the  two  last  days  of  the  session,  and 
is  rapidly  speaking  himself  out.  And  as  to  Mr. 
Adams,  he  is  a sort  of  knight  errant,  who  gives 
more  trouble  than  he  commands  respect — and  is 
considered  as  a general  nuisance;  whom  the  voice 
of  the  house,  if  not  the  voice  of  the  people,  must 
hereafter  abate.  The  miserable  odour,  in  fact,  to 
which  the  house  of  representatives  has  brought  it- 
self, calls  upon  every  man  in  the  nation  to  exert 
himself,  in  order  to  restore  its  dignity. 

The  new  senate  was  organized  on  Saturday — 
and  they  are  proceeding  during  this  week,  to  pass 
upon  the  cabinet  appointments,  and  various  nomi- 
nations (among  them,  some  40  or  50  in  the  navy) 
which  were  laid  over  for  the  extra  senate — Among 
these  nominations  also,  are  those  of  the  charge  to 
Texas,  and  the  judges  for  the  two  new  circuits  in 
the  west,  which  have  been  created  by  the  present 
congress  The  senate  will  probably  adjourn  to-day 
or  to-morrow. 

The  friends  of  the  administration  have  been  baf- 
fled in  their  attempts  to  reduce  the  tariff  and  the  re- 
venue— but  they  will  not  relax  in  their  efforts.  It 
is  one  of  those  great  principles  which  constitutes 
an  article  in  their  political  creed.  It  forms  a broad 
line  of  distinction  between  them  and  their  oppo- 
nents. Some  now  insist,  that  fewer  public  lands 
should  be  thrown  into  market — and  that  this  consti- 
tutes the  best  remedy  for  the  omissions  of  the  last 
congress — that  this  course,  too,  will  enable  the 
president  to  modify  or  rescind  altogether  the  trea- 
sury circular — -that  it  will  circumscribe  the  rage  for 
speculation,  the  over  issues  of  the  state  banks,  and 
the  accumulation  of  a large  surplus.  The  idea  is 
certainly  entitled  to  serious  consideration. 

The  administration  has  to  do  its  duty — and  its 
friends  keep  united — and  all  will  be  well. 


The  whigs  flatter  themselves,  that  we  are  divided 
by  a struggle  between  Messis.  Benton  and  Rives. 
We  have  looked  into  this  thing,  and  if  we  are  not 
grossly  mistaken,  the  whigs  will  find  themselves 
egregiously  disappointed.  They  also  flatter  them- 
selves with  the  idle  report,  that  the  Globe  is  to  be 
superseded  as  the  official  paper, and  that  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Everett,  (a  gentlemen  of  fine  talents),  is 
either  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Globe,  or  of 
another  official  paper,  which  is  to  take  the  place  of 
the  Globe.  We  can  assure  them,  that  in  this  hope 
they  will  be  disappointed — that  Mr.  Blair  remains 
at  the  head  of  the  Globe — the  Globe  continues  as 
the  official  paper — -and  that  the  spirit  and  talent, 
with  which  it  will  be  conducted,  will  deserve  the 
support  of  the  friends  of  the  administration.  The 
whigs  are  again  counting  without  their  host. 


AGENT— DEPOSITE  BANKS. 

House  of  representatives,  March  1,  1837. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred,  made 
the  following 

report: 

The  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  directing 
them  to  inquire  “whether the  several  banks  employ- 
ed for  the  deposite  of  the  public  money  have  all,  or 
any  of  them,  by  joint  or  several  contract,  employed 
an  agent  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  government,  to  trans- 
act their  business  at  the  treasury  department;  what  is 
the  character  of  the  business  which  he  is  so  employ- 
ed to  transact;  and  what  compensation  he  receives; 
whether  such  agent,  if  there  be  one,  has  been  em- 
ployed at  the  request,  or  through  the  procurement 
of  the  treasury  department;  whether  the  business  of 
the  treasury  department  with  said  banks  is  conduct- 
ed through  said  agent;  and  whether,  in  the  transac- 
tion of  any  business  confided  to  said  agent,  he  re- 
ceives any  compensation  from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment,” has  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
respectfully  report: 

That,  in  making  the  inquiries,  committed  to  its 
charge,  the  committee  has  been  compelled  to  encoun- 
ter many  questions  of  power  and  discretion  of  a most 
delicate  and  embarrassing  nature;  delicate,  as  some- 
times encroaching  upon  the  precincts  of  private  re- 
putation and  private  transactions;  embarrassing  as 
to  the  line  of  privacy  and  confidence  beyond  which 
the  committee  could  not  pass  without  violating  pri- 
vate rights,  and  private  confidence.  The  first  of 
these  grew  out  of  the  protest  of  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney, (a  witness  summoned  before  the  committee  to 
testify,  see  journal,  p.  67),  against  the  requirement 
of  the  committee  in  the  resolution  of  the  7th  of  Ja- 
nuary last,  found  in  the  4th  page  of  the  journal,  and 
the  powers  of  the  house  of  representatives  to  make 
the  examination,  as  directed  in  the  resolution  orga- 
nizing the  committee,  and  directing  its  inquiries. — 
It  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  committee  to  enter  into 
a long  or  detailed  answer  to  said  protest;  they  have 
not  time  if  they  were  disposed,  nor  is  it  necessary 
to  do  so.  As  relates  to  the  resolution  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  whole  argument  of  the  protest  is  based 
upon  the  idea  that  the  committee  has  asserted  a 
claim  of  power,  in  compelling  the  production  of  pri- 
vate papers,  and  in  examining  into  private  transac- 
tions, which  it  has  not  done;  the  resolution  is  ge- 
neral, and  calls  for  no  specific  paper;  it  calls  general- 
ly for  such  papers,  &c.  as  may  refer  to,  and  shed 
light  upon,  the  inquiries  directed  by  the  house. — 
The  committee,  in  adopting  this  resolution,  made  it 
general,  because  they  had  no  knowledge  of  the  par- 
ticular character  of  the  papers  held  by  the  witness, 
whether  they  were  of  a purely  private  or  public  cha- 
racter, and  could  not,  therefore,  designate  any  par- 
ticular paper  for  which  to  make  a call;  and  because 
they  thought  it  due  to  the  witness  himself  that  he 
might  have  the  opportunity  of  producing  such  pa- 
pers of  a private  character,  as  he  might  deem  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  explanation,  if  such  expla- 
nation should  be  deemed  necessary  by  him.  Im- 
mediately following  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
referred  to,  the  committee  made  an  express  reserva- 
tion of  the  question,  what  papers  they  would,  or 
would  not,  compel  the  production  of,  until  the  wit- 
ness bad  determined  for  himself,  which  he  would,  or 
would  not,  produce,  having  reference  to  the  neces- 
sity of  explanation  as  affecting  himself.  The  re- 
servation is  in  these  words:  “To  the  adoption  of 

the  foregoing  resolution,  Mr.  Martin  objected,  upon 
the  ground  that  he  doubted  the  power  of  the  com- 
mittee, upon  the  showing  then  before  them,  to  re- 
quire the  production  of  all  the  papers  therein  re- 
quired; ami  moved  for  a division  of  the  resolution, 
so  as  to  take  the  question  upon  orderingthe  subpmna 
for  Mr.  R.  M.  Whitney,  and  the  subpoena  duces  te- 
cum to  him  separately;  which  motion  was  withdrawn 
upon  the  understanding  with  the  committee  general- 
ly, that  the  question  of  power  to  enforce  the  com- 


mand, if  objected  to  by  Mr.  Whitney,  to  whom  the 
subpoena  duces  is  directed,  is  reserved.”  The  com- 
mittee has  not,  in  a single  instance,  attempted  to  en- 
force the  production  of  any  paper  objected  to  by  the 
witness.  As  to  the  question  whether  the  house  of 
representatives  had  the  power  to  direct  the  inquiries 
contained  in  the  resolution  organizing  the  commit- 
tee, it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  make  any  remark. 
In  adopting  the  resolution,  it  is  to  be  presumed  the 
house  well  understood  its  power  and  its  duty,  and 
did  not  hastily  institute  inquiries  beyond  the  reach 
of  one  or  the  other.  The  committee  does  not  claim 
for  the  house,  or  itself,  the  power  to  compel  the  de- 
posite banks  to  expose  their  private  concerns  or  pri- 
vate transactions  to  the  scrutiny  of  the  committee, 
nor  has  the  committee,  in  any  instance,  demanded 
such  exposure.  Yet,  while  the  committee  does  not 
assert  any  such  claim  of  power,  it  holds  it  decidedly 
within  the  power  of  congress  to  ascertain,  by  other 
competent  and  legal  testimony,  any  of  the  transac- 
tions of  the  deposite  banks  which  are  calculated  to 
affect  the  safety  of  the  public  funds,  and  to  render 
some  action,  on  the  part  of  congress,  necessary  for 
their  security. 

The  second  grew  out  of  the  propriety  and  effect 
of  many  interrogatories  which  the  committee  did  not 
object  to,  or  permitted  to  bo  propounded  to  various 
witnesses,  affecting,  as  they  might  do,  purely  pri- 
vate transactions  and  private  reputation.  In  this 
state  of  difficulty,  it  was  thought  best,  and  most  com- 
porting with  justice  to  the  witnesses  themselves,  to 
permit  the  inquiries  to  be  made,  and  in  every  case 
leave  the  witness  to  determine  for  himself  whether 
he  would  answer  or  not,  as  the  committee  could  not 
upon  all  occasions  determine  how  far  the  witness 
might  desire  to  answer  for  the  purpose  of  explana- 
tion, as  before  remarked.  The  committee  does  not 
deem  it  proper  to  conclude  that,  because  a witness 
might  refuse  to  answer  what  would  in  his  estimation 
be  a breach  of  confidence,  the  refusal  ought  to  in- 
volve even  a suspicion  of  guilt;  if  this  were  the  case, 
the  rule  of  legal  and  social  propriety,  which  protects 
from  scrutiny,  by  any  tribunal,  a man’s  private  and 
confidential  transactions,  would  be  but  a snare  to 
deceive  the  ignorant,  and  entrap  the  unwary.  The 
committee  could  not  upon  all  occasions,  when  ques- 
tions were  proposed  seemingly  irrelevant,  determine 
to  what  relevancy  a train  of  interrogatory  based  upon 
it  might  lead,  and  could  not,  therefore,  with  proprie- 
ty, withhold  many  interrogatories  of  that  character 
which  were  propounded.  The  committee  attempted 
to  shape  its  course,  under  these  delicate  and  embar- 
rassing circumstances,  by  a just  regard  to  the  pub- 
lic interest,  and  the  private  rights  and  reputation  of 
individuals;  if,  in  doing  so,  they  have  erred,  they  did 
so  from  motives  any  other  than  a disposition  to  be- 
come inquisitors  of  piivate  character  or  private  bu- 
siness. 

The  resolution  of  the  house  directs  the  committee 
to  make  several  inquiries,  to  which  they  will  pro- 
ceed to  respond  in  the  order  of  tile  resolution. 

The  first  inquiry  directed  to  be  mads  is,  “ whether 
the  several  banks  employed  for  the  deposite  of  the  pub- 
lic money  have  all,  or  any  of  them,  by  joint  or  several 
contract,  employed  an  agent  to  reside  at  the  seat  of 
government  to  transact  their  business  at  the  treasury 
department.'’'’  The  evidence  before  the  committee, 
of  the  horn  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  many  of  the  officers  of  several  of  the  de- 
posite banks,  proves  that  several  of  the  deposite 
banks  have,  by  separate  contract,  appointed  an  agent 
to  reside,  and  who  does  reside  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, charged  with  the  duties  of  a corresponding- 
agent  of  the  banks  by  which  he  is  employed;  but  it 
does  not  appear  that  he  is  clothed  by  these  banks 
with  any  authority  whatever  to  transact  their  busi- 
ness with,  or  at,  the  treasury  department;  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  proved  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Wood- 
bury, Mr.  Whitney,  several  clerks  of  the  treasury 
department,  and  the  officers  of  the  various  deposite 
banks,  that  the  agent  has  no  such  authority.  For 
the  correctness  of  this  conclusion,  the  committee  re- 
fers to  the  answer  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  of 
the  11th  January  last,  to  their  resolution  of  the  7th 
of  the  same  month,  on  the  4th  page  of  the  journal, 
and  his  parol  examination;  to  the  testimony  of 
McClintoclc  Young,  nage  96,  3d  paragraph  of  his 
answer  to  the  1st  interrogatory;  of  Janies  Hovvard, 
president,  and  James  L.  Hawkins,  cashier  of  the 
Franklin  Bank  of  Baltimore,  page  130,  in  which 
they  say:  “The  entire  business  of  the  bank  with  that 
department  has  uniformly  been  transacted  by  its  presi- 
dent or  cashier,  directly  with  the  secretary  at  the  head, 
of  the  department,  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
or  one  of  the  legally  constituted  officers  of  that  depart- 
ment.The  testimony  of  Hugh  W.  Evans,  presi- 
dent, and  Robert  Mickle,  cashier,  of  the  Union  bank 
of  Maryland;  in  their  1st  and  36th  answers,  page 
132  and  133,  they  say:  “The  Union  bank  of  Mary- 
land has  never  employed  any  agents  to  transact  busi- 
ness with  the  treasury  department,  having  always 
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corresponded  directly  with  it,  touching  its  employ- 
ment as  a deposite  bank.”  The, testimony  ol  J ames 
Schott,  president  of  the  Girard  bank  of  Philadelphia; 
on  journal,  page  150,  he  says:  “He  is  vested  with 
no  authority  whatever  to  act  on  any  subject,  or  on 
any  occasion,  on  behalf  of  the  bank,  in  relation  to 
its  business .”  The  testimony  of  William  D.  Lewis, 
cashier  of  said  bank;  on  journal,  page  152,  he  says: 
“So  far  as  the  Girard  bank  is  concerned,  it  has  no 
agent  at  the  seat  of  government,  with  the  powers 
alluded  to.  The  whole  of  the  business  of  the  bank, 
with  the  treasury  department,  since  it  has  been  a de- 
pository of  the  public  money,  has  been  transacted 
directly  by  the  president  of  the  bank  and  myself.” 
Again,  page  151,  8th  answer,  he  says:  “The  busi- 

ness of  the' treasury  department  with  the  Girard  bank 
is  not  conducted  through  the  agent  at  Washington.” 
The  testimony  of  George  Nevvboid,  president  oi  the 
bank  of  America;  on  journal,  page  160,  he  says: — 
“To  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th  and  5th  requisitions,  he 
says,  that  the  bank  of  America  has  not,  at  any  time, 
employed  an  agent  at  the  seat  of  government  to 
transact  its  business  with  the  treasury  department; 
it  has  been  uniformly  and  wholly  transacted  by  the 
bank  directly  with  the  secretary  ol  the  treasury,  and 
other  proper  and  official  officers  ol  the  treasury  de- 
partment.” The  testimony  of  Thomas  W.  Olcott, 
president  of  the  Albany  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’ 
bank;  journal,  page  242,  he  says:  “All  business 
transactions  between  that  department  and  this  bank 
are  direct;  and  there  is  no  intermediate  organ  or 
agent  of  communication,  other  than  the  duly  ac- 
knowledged and  properly  constituted  officers  of  that 
department.”  Again,  on  page  243,  No.  12:  “Our 

corresponding  agent  may  advise  us  and  suggest  mat- 
ters for  our  consideration,  but  he  has  no  authority  for 
our  instructions;”  and  to  the  concurring  testimony  of 
William  Neil  and  J.  Delafield,  president  and  cashier 
of  file  Clinton  bank  of  Columbus.  The  force  of  this 
positive  testimony  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, and  many  of  the  deposite  banks  who  have  em- 
ployed a resident  agent  at  the  seat  of  government, 
is  not  broken  by  the  adverse  testimony  of  a single 
deposite  bank,  or  a single  witness  speaking  from  his 
own  knowledge.  The  committee,  therefore,  feel 
themselves  fully  warranted  in  the  conclusion,  that 
the  deposite  banks,  or  any  of  them,  have  not,  by 
joint  or  several  contract,  employed  an  agent,  to  re- 
side at  the  seat  of  government,  to  transact  their  busi- 
ness at  the  treasury  department. 

In  coming  to  this  conclusion,  the  committee  are 
well  apprised,  from  the  evidence  before  them,  that 
there  are  some  occasions  upon  which  some  of  the 
deposite  banks,  through  their  agent,  have  presented 
some  suggestions  to  the  treasury  department,  in  re- 
lation to  the  public  deposites,  and  that  these  sugges- 
tions have  received  a respectful  consideration,  and 
perhaps  may  have  induced  some  action  on  the  part 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  reference  to 
them,  such  as  the  business  referred  to'  in  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  to  wit: 

“8.  The  names  of  the  banks  employing  said 
agent  are,  with  the  few  exceptions  before  alluded 
to,  unknown  to  me  except  by  rumor. 

“Besides  the  Planters’  bank  at  Natchez,  and  the 
Commercial  bank  at  Cincinnati,  copies  of  whose 
correspondence  have  already  been  furnished,  I think 
that  in  one  or  two  cases  of  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  claims  made  by  the  banks  through  their  agent, 
and  in  those  alone,  a written  communication  was 
shown  to  me  by  him  concerning  the  authority  con- 
fided by  them.”  [Page  13  of  journal.] 

And  the  evidence  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, contained  in  his  answer  to  the  44th  question: 

“Question  44.  In  the  cases  alluded  to  in  your 
report  of  the  11th  instant,  where  the  Planters’  bank, 
Natchez,  and  the  Commercial  bank,  Cincinnati, 
confided  authority  upon  said  Whitney,  as  shown  to 
you  in  a written  communication,  what  was  that  au- 
thority; what  were  the  claims  or  requests  made  by 
him;  what  was  the  case  of  the  Commercial  bank  at 
New  Orleans?” 

“Answer.  The  cases  referred  to  in  my  report 
of  the  1 1th  instant,  where  differences  of  opinion 
occurred,  and  an  authority  was  produced,  but  not 
found  necessary  to  be  filed,  were  those  of  the  Com- 
mercial bank  at  Cincinnati  and  the  Commercial 
bank  at  New  Orleans.  I mentioned  the  Planters’ 
bank  only  as  one  in  which  a general  notice  had 
been  given,  and  was  on  file,  as  to  his  agency,  and 
a copy  of  which  was  annexed.  The  particular 
case  of  the  Commercial  bank  at  Cincinnati  was,  so 
far  as  I recollect,  a letter  which  he  held  in  his  hand 
and  read,  wishing  him  to  request  the  department  to 
change  the  place  to  which  some  of  the  transfers 
outstanding  against  it  were  to  be  made,  such  as 
from  oilier  parts  of  Ohio  or  Kentucky,  to  New  Or- 
leans or  Philadelphia,  and  stating  the  reasons  for 
the  request  to  be,  that  the  banks  in  Ohio  and  Ken- 
tucky would  probably  demand  specie,  or  be  less 


accommodating  as  to  the  payments  than  those  at  a 
distance.  I think  it  stated  further,  that  an  exten- 
sion of  some  of  the  transfers  was  desirable,  if  the 
department  could  conveniently  grant  it:  and  com- 
plained that  the  time  already  allowed  was  too  short. 
The  agent,  also,  urged  both  these  requests,  as- 
signing similar  reasons;  and  that  the  time  granted, 
in  several  cases,  was  less  than  that  formerly  al- 
lowed, under  like  circumstances,  to  the  United 
States  bank  to  make  transfers.  I declined  to 
change  the  places  from  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  as  re- 
quested, because,  under  the  late  deposite  law,  I felt 
bound  (o  confine  to  the  neighborhood  those  particu- 
lar transfers  till  about  money  enough  was  placed  in 
Ohio  and  Kentucky  to  meet  their  share  of  the  an- 
ticipated division  of  the  surplus  and  the  current 
expenditures,  rather  than  send  it  to  a distance;  but 
the  time  for  some  of  the  transfers,  which  seemed 
too  short,  I proposed  to  extend  as  long  as  seemed 
to  be  proper.  He,  however,  declined  taking  such 
extension  in  behalf  of  the  bank,  unless  I could  make 
it  longer,  thinking  it  would  not  be  useful  so  little 
extended;  and,  therefore,  I wrote  to  the  bank 
itself  what  had  been  proposed  to  him  and  his  de- 
clining it,  and  that  I should,  notwithstanding,  give 
the  extension  which  to  me  seemed  suitable;  and 
the  bank,  if  not  accepting  it,  might  pay  the  money 
over  at  the  time  originally  fixed.  In  respect  to  the 
Commercial  bank  at  New  Orleans,  the  application 
by  the  agent  was,  according-  to  my  recollection, 
with  a letter,  setting  out  that  the  department  had, 
by  transfers  and  warrants,  drawn  out,  or  proposed 
to  draw  out,  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  public  money  in 
its  possession,  and  wishing  him  to  request  it  to  re- 
voke some  of  the  transfers,  and  possibly  to  post- 
pone some  to  a much  later  day,  if  none  could  be 
revoked.  I informed  him  that  the  hank  must  be  in 
error,  as,  before  signing  a transfer  or  sending  one, 
I was  always  careful  to  see  that  it  would  not  re- 
duce a bank  too  low.  1 sent  for  the  clerk  who  had 
charge  of  the  subject,  and  examined  into  it  critical- 
ly; and  declined  to  revoke  any  of  them,  as  I felt 
satisfied  that  the  bank  and  its  agent  considered  the 
money  the  bank  had  been  notified  it  would  proba- 
bly be  called  on  to  pay  the  state  of  Louisiana 
during  1837,  but  for  which  no  transfers  had  then 
been  issued;  and  which,  I told  him,  would  not  be 
issued  when  the  time  of  payment  arrived,  provided 
the  bank  should,  before  that  time,  be  drawn  down 
too  low.  I informed  him,  also,  that  the  bank  had, 
by  mistake,  included  one  transfer,  in  order  to  make 
out  its  case,  which  had  never  been  issued,  accord- 
ing to  our  records;  and,  lienee,  I could  not  revoke 
any  that  had  been  issued.  He  seemed  to  he  satis- 
fied that  the  bank  was  right.  Whether  any  exten- 
sion of  time  were  given  in  this  case,  I do  not  re- 
member, but  know  that  none  were  given  beyond 
the  period  of  the  quarterly  payments  to  the  states, 
for  which  purpose  these  transfers  had  been  season- 
ably ordered.”  [Pages  59  and  60  of  journal.] 

But  these  occasions,  so  far  as  disclosed  by  the 
evidence,  have  been  rare,  and  not  incompatible 
with  the  general  conclusion  to  which  the  commit- 
tee has  arrived. 

In  instituting  this  agency,  the  committee  cannot 
perceive  that  the  banks  have  violated  any  principle, 
either  legal  or  moral,  or  violated  their  compact  is  ith 
the  government  constituting  them  depositories  of 
the  public  money.  The  several  deposite  banks, 
with  the  exception  of  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis,  in 
this  District,  received  their  charters  from  the  seve- 
ral state  governments  in  which  they  are  located, 
and  are  responsible  to  their  several  state  authorities 
only;  they  have  the  undoubted  right  to  institute 
agencies  at  their  own  expense,  at  any  place,  to 
transact  any  lawful  business,  without  restriction  on 
the  part  oi'  this  government.  If  they,  or  any  of 
them,  have  instituted  an  agency  incompatible  with 
the  interests  of  the  government,  or  in  violation  of 
their  compact,  the  only  remedy  in  the  hands  of  this 
government  is,  in  the  first  case,  to  discontinue  the 
offensive  banks  as  public  depositories,  and,  in  the 
second,  to  seek  redress  through  the  proper  judicial 
tribunals  for  any  injury  sustained.  The  committee 
does  not  perceive  that  any  part  of  the  compact,  be- 
tween the  treasury  department  and  the  several  de- 
posite banks,  prohibits  the  institution  of  such  an 
agency,  and  consequently  that  said  agency  is  not  in 
violation  of  it.  If  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
has  the  power  to  restrict  the  institution  of  lawful 
agencies  on  the  part  of  banks  deriving  their  powers 
from  state  authorities,  they  would  have  the  same 
power  to  restrict  individual  agencies,  and  extend 
its  powers  into  all  the  ramifications  of  social  inter- 
course, however  private  and  confidential,  and  mould 
them  to  its  own  views  of  propriety,  or  purposes  of 
power — a claim  so  startling,  from  its  enormity,  as 
to  exclude  even  a moment’s  consideration  as  to  its 
existence. 

It  will  be  here  proper  to  remark  that  Reuben  M. 
Whitney  is  the  agent  of  most  of  the  deposite  hanks 


which  employ  one;  but  that  one  cr  two  ol'  them 
have  other  agents,  whose  names  the  committee 
deems  it  unnecessary  to  mention. 

The  second  subject  of  inquiry  directed  to  the- 
committee  is:  What  is  the  character  of  the  business 
said  agent  is  employed  to  transact?  and  ickat  compen- 
sation he  receive? 

The  committee,  in  responding  to  this  inquiry, 
cannot  do  it  more  intelligibly,  or  more  accurately, 
than  by  employing  the  language  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  and  of  the  various  officers  of  the  depo- 
site banks  employing  said  agent,  who  have  testified 
upon  this  occasion,  and  who  describe  the  character 
of  the  agency  referred  to.  The  secretary  cl’  tl  e 
treasury,  in  his  response  to  the  resolution  of  the 
committee,  before  referred  to,  says: 

“I  know  nothing  with  accuracy,  beyond  what 
has  already  been  stated,  as  to  the  duties  he  is  to 
discharge  for  those  banks  which  employ  him.  But 
1 presume,  as  just  intimated,  it  is  to  communicate 
the  earliest  information  on  all  subjects  he  may  sup- 
pose to  affect  their  interests,  whether  as  public  de- 
positories or  private  banking  institutions;  to  give 
liis  advice  and  aid  when  called  for,  or  deemed  use- 
ful in  the  transaction  of  their  business  of  either 
character;  to  be  the  organ,  at  times,  of  presenting 
their  wishes  to  the  department  in  respect  to  sub- 
jects connected  with  their  public  obligations;  and 
to  procure  here,  and  communicate,  the  best  intelli- 
gence in  his  power  on  the  state  of  the  money  mar- 
ket at  home  or  abroad;  on  the  condition  of  the 
currency,  and  of  the  exchanges;  and  on  the  sup- 
posed legislation  likely  to  happen  in  congress, 
either  ns  to  the  banks  themselves,  or  as  to  heavy 
appropriations  to  be  paid  by  them;  and,  in  fine,  on 
any  other  topic  which  he  may  consider  interesting 
or  beneficial  to  his  employers.” 

In  the  same  report,  and  in  the  testimony  of  the 
secretary,  the  same  description  of  the  business  of 
said  agency  is  substantially  given,  perhaps  in  a 
more  minute  and  expanded  form,  to  which  the 
house  is  respectfully  referred. 

The  testimony  of  James  Schott,  president  of  the 
Girard  bank,  states:  “That  the  Girard  bank  has 
had,  and  still  has,  an  agent,  who  resides  at  Wash- 
ington, whose  duty  it  is  to  communicate  to  his 
principal  whatever  information  he  may  obtain 
touching  the  interest  of  the  bank,  and  having  a 
bearing  upon  its  safe,  useful  and  profitable  manage- 
ment.” The  preamble  -and  resolutions  of  the  hank 
of  America,  on  page  1C1,  are  also  descriptive  of 
said  agency: 

“Whereas  the  opinion  has  been  entertained  and 
expressed  that  the  interest  of  this  hank,  and  the 
other  hanks  in  this  city,  as  well  as  the  interests  of 
the  commercial  community,  may  be  promoted  by 
the  employment  of  a suitable  person,  resident  at 
Washington,  to  act  as  agent  for  the  three  deposite 
banks  in  this  city,  to  obtain  and  communicate  to 
them,  with  the  full  consent  and  approbation  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  seasonable  information, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  following  points,  as  well 
as  other  general  or  particular  information,  which 
may  he  useful  and  proper  to  communicate,  viz: 

“The  amount  of  revenue  receivable  at  New  York 
for  a period  of  two  or  three  months  to  come. 

“The  amount,  or  probable  amount,  of  public  mo- 
ney to  be  disbursed  here,  or  the  amount  that  the 
three  deposite  banks  in  New  York  may  be  called 
upon  to  pay  for  that  purpose,  and  for  a like  period. 

“The  amount  of  public  mqney  that  they  may  pro- 
bably be  required  to  transfer,  and  the  time  when, 
and  the  place  or  places  where,  the  transfers  are  to 
be  made. 

"Therefore,  resolved,  That  the  president  arid  ca- 
shier of  this  bank  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authoris- 
ed, in  co-operation  and  conjunction  with  the  two 
other  deposite  banks  of  tills  city,  or  with  the  presi- 
dents arid  cashiers  thereof,  to  appoint  such  person 
as  they  may  deem  suitable  and  proper  to  act  as 
agent  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  to  agree  to 
make  the  said  agent  suitable  compensation  for  his 
services:  Provided,  That  the  amount  to  be  paid  him 
by  this  bank  shall  not  exceed  tire  sum  of  six  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum.” 

In  the  testimony  of  James  Dodcl  and  William  T. 
Hooker,  president  and  cashier  of  the  Farmers’  and 
Mechanics’  bank  of  Connecticut,  this  agency  is  thus 
described:  “To  the  23d  we  answer,  that  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney, esq.  was  the  agent  of  this  institution  at  Wash- 
ington, as  will  appear  by  the  documents  hereto  an- 
nexed, and  on  the  terms  therein  specified,  from 
whom  we  expected,  and  occasionally  received, 
printed  statements,  showing  the  condition  of  tire 
deposite  hanks,  and  aid  (in  case  we  should  derive 
it  through  him)  in  obtaining  from  the  treasury  de 
partment  further  sums  on  deposite,  with  a view'  to 
a full  remuneration  for  the  business  done  by  this  in- 
stitution for  the  government.”  They  further  state, 
(page  242),  “To  the  30th  interrogatory  we  answer, 
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that  no  particular  powers  or  duties  were,  bp  this  insti- 
tution, confided  to  Mr.  Whitney.  It  was  expected 
that  the  institution  might  be  benefited  by  the  com- 
munication of  such  information  as  he  might  from 
time  to  time  possess.” 

The  testimony  of  Thomas  W.  Olcott,  president 
of  the  Albany  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  bank,  page 
243,  states:  "Our  corresponding  agent  may  advise 
us,  and  suggest  matters  for  our  consideration,  but 
he  has  no  authority  to  issue  instructions  for  our  go- 
vernment.” 

With  the  testimony  referred  to,  the  testimony  of 
the  officers  of  ail  the  deposite  banks  employing  said 
agent,  which  has  been  taken,  accords  in  their  state- 
ments of  the  business  which  said  agent  is  employed 
to  transact.  Taking  the  whole  of  the  testimony  re- 
ferred to  in  reference  to  this  branch  of  the  inquiry, 
in  connexion  with  that  in  reference  to  the  previous, 
it  is  obvious  that  said  agent  is  not  only  not  clothed 
with  authority  to  transact  the  business  of  the  deposite 
banks  with  the  treasury  department,  but  that  he  had 
no  authority  whatever  but  that  of  collecting  and 
communicating  such  information  as  he  may  deem 
important  to  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the 
banks  employing  him.  The  committee  would  in 
vain  look  into  the  testimony  for  any  authority  im- 
parted to  this  agent  by  the  banks  for  which  he  acts 
as  agent,  to  bind  them  in  any  business  transaction 
with  the  treasury  department  whatever,  of  however 
insignificant  a character.  No  such  authority  can 
b;  found  in  the  correspondence  between  the  said 
banks  and  the  department;  nor  can  it  be  found  in 
any  paper  delivered  to  tiie  agent,  so  far  as  has  been 
disclosed  to  the  committee;  nor  can  it  be  found  in 
the  correspondence  between  the  banks  and  the 
agent.  Ali  deny  it.  The  authority  to  make  or  un- 
make contracts  between  the  banks  and  the  treasury 
department,  and  to  regulate  their  fiscal  transactions, 
would  not  be  incautiously  or  inconsiderately  dele- 
gated, because  it  involves  consequences  of  too  great 
importance  to  be  carelessly  made;  and  if  such  im- 
portant authority  had  been  delegated  upon  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  it  seems  to  the  committee  that  some 
authentic  evidence  of  it  could  be  found,  and  that 
such  an  important  matter  would  not  be  left  to  mere 
inference  or  conjecture. 

The  deposite  banks,  having  the  uncontrollable 
right  to  institute  such  an  agency  as  this,  had  an 
equally  uncontrollable  right  to  select  such  agent  as 
they  deemed  proper  and  best  suited  to  promote  the 
objects  they  had  in  view.  The  committee,  there- 
fjre,  deem  it  unnecessary  and  improper,  in  respond- 
i lg  to  this  inquiry,  to  say  any  thing  as  to  the  cha- 
racter or  qualifications  of  the  agent. 

The  great  advantages  which  would  accrue  to  the 
deposite  banks  in  the  existence  of  such  an  agency 
at  the  seat  of  government,  conducted  by  a compe- 
tent agent,  must  be  obvious  to  every  mind.  The 
treasury  department  is  in  the  weekly  receipt  of 
statements  of  the  condition  of  the  deposite  banks,  of 
commercial  information  from  every  quarter,  and  is 
daily  drawing  drafts  on  the  various  deposite  banks 
to  meet  the  obligations  of  the  government.  It  can- 
not be  doubted  that  certain  and  early  information 
upon  these  subjects,  affecting  as  they  do  almost  eve- 
ry branch  of  business  in  the  community,  must  be 
of  very  great  importance  to  these  institutions,  en- 
abling them,  as  it  will  do,  to  make  suitable  prepa- 
rations for  such  demands  as  may  be  made  upon 
them. 

The  committee  has  not  been  able,  from  the  testi- 
mony before  them,  to  detect  a single  instance  in 
which  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  imparted  to 
the  agent  information  incompatible  wuth  the  strict- 
est propriety,  or  the  public  interest;  the  same  means 
of  information  have  been  afforded  him  which  are 
accessible  to  all  agents  of  any  character,  of  whom 
there  are  many,  or  any  citizen  who  may  desire  it. 

The  committee  does  not  doubt  that  the  institu- 
tion of  the  agency  referred  to  was  the  result  of  the 
selection  of  the  deposite  banks  as  the  fiscal  agents 
of  the  government;  nearly,  if  not  all  the  induce- 
ments to  establish  such  an  agency  would  not  have 
existed  had  it  not  been  for  this  fact.  Washington 
city,  in  a mere  commercial  point  of  view,  would, 
perhaps,  have  been  the  very  last  city  in  the  union 
•in  which  such  an  agency  would  have  been  estab- 
lished but  for  the  connexion  which  the  selection  of 
these  banks,  as  public  depositories,  produced  one 
among  another,  and  with  the  treasury  department; 
hence,  the  committee  feel  no  hesitation  in  asserting 
the  opinion  that  this  agency  was  produced  by  the 
fiscal  relations  between  the  deposite  banks  and  the 
government. 

The  compensation  which  the  agent  receives  de- 
pends entirely  upon  the  discretion  of  the  banks 
which  employ  him;  it  has  hitherto  varied  from 
« 1,000  to  $7,000,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  from 
the  evidence  before-  the  committee.  As  no  part  of 
the  compensation  paid  by  the  banks  is  chargeable 
upon,  or  reimbursed  by,  the  government,  the  com- 


mittee has  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  make  a very 
accurate  estimate.  The  banks  having  the  undoubt- 
ed right  to  dispose  of  their  own  money  in  their  own 
way,  and  upon  such  objects  as  they  choose,  the 
committee  deems  any  further  response  to  this  branch 
of  the  inquiry  unnecessary. 

The  third  inquiry  is:  Whether  such  agent  has  been 
employed  at  the  request  or  through  the  procurement  of 
the  treasury  department ? 

In  responding  to  this  inquiry,  it  will  be  proper  to 
remark  that  the  original  scheme,  after  the  removal 
of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  was,  to  create  a bureau  in  the  treasury  de- 
partment, having  special  charge  of  the  correspon- 
dence and  transactions  between  the  deposite  banks 
and  the  treasurj'  department. 

The  character  of  the  proposed  scheme  is  contain- 
ed in  a letter  addressed  by  the  Girard  bank,  the 
Manhattan  company,  the  Mechanics’  bank,  the  bank 
of  America,  the  Commonwealth  and  Merchants’ 
bank,  Boston,  to  Roger  B.  Taney,  the  predecessor 
of  tile  present  incumbent  of  the  treasury  department, 
to  which  reference  may  be  had;  and  it  is  in  these 
words: 

Hon.  R.  B.  Taney , sec.  of  the  treasury , Washington: 

Sir:  The  contract  between  the  state  bank?  and 
the  department  over  which  you  preside,  in  relation 
to  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  re- 
venue, contemplates  the  appointment,  and  stipu- 
lates for  the  payment,  by  the  said  banks,  of  an 
agent  or  agents,  as  well  as  the  payment  of  all  the 
expenses  incurred  by  the  department  arising  out  of 
the  late  transfer  of  the  public  business  to  those  in- 
stitutions. We  deem  it  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  the  permanent  success  of  the  measure,  that  a 
uniform  system  of  operations  should  he  adopted  by 
all  the  banks  which  may  be  selected  by  the  govern- 
ment as  its  fiscal  agents.  In  proportion  as  this  sys- 
tem shall  be  well  digested  and  executed,  will  be 
the  soundness  and  equality  of  value,  throughout  the 
union,  of  the  circulating  medium;  and  upon  it  will 
depend  the  degree  of  convenience  or  inconvenience 
which  may  be  felt  by  the  public  in  consequence  of 
the  recent  change. 

To  secure  these  important  objects  great  vigilance 
will  be  required.  The  operations  of  the  selected 
banks  must  be  specially"  and  carefully  observed, 
particularly  in  reference  (o  their  dealings  in  inland 
bills,  their  local  discounts,  their  issues  of  paper, 
and  their  provisions  lor  redeeming  that  paper  ?.t  the 
remote  points  to  which  it  will  be  carried  by  the  na- 
tural current  of  trade.  We  consider  that  there  is  a 
strong  analogy  between  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  branches,  as  at  present  organized,  and 
the  treasury  and  its  selected  bank  agents,  when  the 
selection  and  appointment  shall  be  finally  complet- 
ed. The  business  of  the  officers  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  is  confided  to  a committee  of  the 
board  of  directors,  called  “the  committee  on  the 
branches;”  and  one  department,  in  the  mother  bank, 
is  exclusively  charged  with  the  business  of  those 
offices.  In  this  department  their  returns  are  re- 
ceived and  examined,  their  operations  inspected, 
and  the  general  correspondence  attended  to.  We 
respectfully  suggest,  that  we  believe  the  success  of 
the  measure  now  in  progress  of  completion  will  be 
much  promoted,  and  all  "the  banks  employed  essen- 
tially benefited,  by  the  creation  of  a bureau  in  the 
treasury  department  for  the  discharge  of  duties  of  a 
similar  character.  The  benefits  which  would  re- 
sult to  the  banks  employed,  we  believe,  would  far 
outweigh  any  consideration  of  the  expense  which 
it  might  occasion.  Practical  talent  would  be  most 
effective,  and,  consequently,  most  serviceable. 

With  these  preliminary  observations,  we  most  re- 
spectfully solicit  that  such  a bureau  may  be  created 
in  your  department,  and,  at  the  same  time,  we  take 
the  liberty  to  recommend  as  a proper  person  to  take 
charge  of  the  same,  Mr.  R.  M.  Whitney,  of  Phila- 
delphia, who,  from  his  great  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  his  practical  knowledge  of  finance  and 
banking,  we  believe  to  be  in  every  way  qualified 
satisfactorily  to  perform,  under  your  supervision, 
the  duties  of  the  station.  Should  you  think  proper 
to  adopt  our  suggestion,  and  appoint  Mr.  Whitney, 
we  will  cheerfull}'-  contribute  our  portion  of  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  as  his  sa- 
lary, and  a full  share  of  all  the  other  expenses 
which,  in  your  opinion,  may  be  necessary  to  give 
effect  to  this  project,  arising  either  from  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  additional  agent  or  agents,  or  from 
any  other  arrangements  which  may  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient by  you. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  most  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servants, 

On  behalf  of  the  Girard  hank,  Philadelphia,  Oc- 
tober 3,  133.3.  By  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 

W.  D.  LEWIS,  cashier. 

On  behalf  of  the  Manhattan  company,  New  York, 
October  7,  133?.  By  order  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors. ROBERT  WHITE,  cashier. 


On  behalf  of  the  Mechanics’  bank,  New  York. — 
By  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 

II.  BALDWIN,  cashier. 

Without  the  expression  of  any  opinion  in  relation 
to  the  “preliminary  observations,”  on  behalf  of  the 
bank  of  America,  New  York,  October  8,  1833.— 
By  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 

J.  TAYLOR,  cashier. 

On  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  bank,  Boston, 
October  10,  1S.33.  By  order  of  the  directors. 

CHARLES  HOOD,  cashier. 

On  behalf  of  the  Merchants’  bank,  Boston,  Oc- 
tober 18,  1833.  By  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 

FRANKLIN  HAVEN,  cashier. 

Mr.  Taney  did  not  feel  himself  authorised  to  es- 
tablish such  a bureau  in  tile  department.  On  the 
4th  of  November,  1834,  Reuben  M.  AVhitney  ad- 
dressed a letter  to  the  present  secretary,  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms: 

I Vashington,  Nov'.  4,  1834. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  letter,  signed  by  the  deposite 
banks  in  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Boston,  ad- 
dressed to  the  bon.  R.  B.  Taney,  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  was  communicated  to  him  in  October  of 
last  year. 

At  that  time  it  was  deemed  best  to  defer  acting 
upon  it  until  after  the  meeting  of  congress.  That 
body  met  and  adjourned,  without  any  definitive  le- 
gislation upon  the  subject  of  the  deposite  banks. — 
The  same,  we  have  good  reasons  to  suppose,  will 
be  the  result  of  the  approaching  session,  if  renew- 
ed legislation  shall  be  proposed.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  many  well-informed  persons,  that  the  public  in- 
terests, as  well  as  those  of  the  deposite  banks,  will 
be  greatly  promoted  at  this  time  by  the  aid  and  ac- 
tion of  a central  agency,  established  upon  some 
principle,  particularly  in  relation  to  organizing  and 
permanently  establishing  a system  of  domestic  ex- 
changes throughout  the  country,  with  which  its  o-c- 
neral  interests  and  that  of  the  currency  are  so  deep- 
ly connected. 

In  many  other  respects,  it  is  believed  that  such 
an  agency  will  be  equally  beneficial. 

I take  the  liberty  of  enclosing,  herewith,  the  let- 
ter containing  the  suggestions  of  the  deposite  banks 
before  alluded  to,  for  your  consideration,  or  adop- 
tion of  any  course  which  you  may  think  proper  in 
relation  to  the  same.  I am,  with  respect,  your 
most  obedient  servant.  R.  M.  AVHITNEY. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  treasury,  Washington. 

Enclosing  the  foregoing  letter  to  him  for  conside- 
ration; to  this  letter  the  secretary  addressed,  on  the 
succeeding  day,  a reply  in  these  words: 

Treasury  department,  Nov.  5,  1834. 

Sir:  Your  communication,  addressed  to  my  pre- 
decessor, has  been  perused  by  me,  and,  in  reply,  I 
would  observe  that  my  own  views  in  relation  to  its 
contents  correspond, 'it  is  believed,  substantially, 
with  those  entertained  by  him.  But,  though  we 
both  have  been  satisfied  that,  under  the  present 
laws  and  appropriations  applicable  to  the  treasury 
department,  no  such  agency  as  that  proposed  can 
be  established  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  yet 
it  must  be  obvious  that  the  selected  banks  them- 
selves might,  in  a fiscal  and  commercial  view,  de- 
rive great  advantage  from  the  services  and  corres- 
pondence of  an  agent  of  their  own,  resident  in  this 
city,  and  devoting  special  attention  to  their  inter- 
ests. I hardly  need  assure  you  that,  in  respect  to 
information  in  the  possession  of  this  department, 
which  might  be  deemed  useful,  and  which  could  be 
furnished  without  detriment  to  the  public  welfare, 
it  would  at  all  times  be  cheerfully  given  to  any 
such  agent  of  any  of  the  selected'  banks.  I am, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEA' I VAOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

R.  M.  Whitney,  esq.  Washington. 

This  is  the  only  act  of  the  present  secretary,  ad- 
duced in  evidence,  which  can  possibly  be  construed 
into  a recommendation  orprocurement  of  said  agen- 
cy in  any  form.  This  letter  is  a reply  to  another 
in  which  the  propriety  of  a bureau,  orsome  agency 
charged  with  such  duties  as  are  described  in  the 
letter  from  the  banks,  is  recommended  for  the  con- 
sideration and  approbation  of  the  secretaiy.  The 
secretary,  in  this  reply,  expresses  the  same  opinion 
which  had  been  expressed  by  Mr.  Taney,  that. the 
department  had  no  authority  to  establish  such  an 
agency;  but  thatthe  selected  banks  themselves  might, 
at  their  own  expense,  establish  such  an  agency,  and 
that,  in  a fiscal  and  commercial  point  of  view,  they 
(not  the  department)  would  evidently  derive  great 
advantages  from  it.  This  subject  of  Ibis  agency 
did  not  originate  with  the"  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
it  was  proposed  by  the  banks  themselves;  the  secre- 
tary merely  expressed  an  opinion  that,  in  a fiscal 
and  commercial  point  of  view,  such  an  agency 
would  he  advantageous  to  the  banks,  without,  in  a 
single  sentence,  recommending  to  the  banks  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  agency,  but  leaving  them  to  de- 
termine upon  its  propriety,  according  to  their  ovDi 
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discretion.  It  is  true,  the  secretary  in  his  reply, 
assures  Mr.  Whitney  that  he  will  cheerfully  atford 
any  information  within  his  power,  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  service,  to  any  agent  who  may  be 
selected  by  the  banks,  if  such  an  agency  be  estab- 
lished; but  does  not,  in  a single  word,  urge  them  to 
adopt  the  measure.  There  was  no  necessity  for 
any  recommendation  or  procurement  of  such  an 
agency,  on  the  part  of  the  secretary;  for  the  most 
important  deposite  banks  were  already  aware  ol  the 
advantages  of  such  an  agency,  and  were  actually 
seeking  its  establishment.  How  far  this  letter  can 
be  construed  into  a recommendation  of  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney, the  committee  will  leave  the  public  to  judge; 
for,  although  the  very  letter  which  was  enclosed  by 
Mr.  Whitney  from  the  banks  contained  a strong  re- 
commendation of  him,  yet  the  secretary  does  not 
employ  a single  word  of  recommendation  in  the  re- 
ply. It  is  true,  Mr.  Whitney  used  this  letter  as  a 
letter  of  recommendation,  and  it  is  true  some  of  the 
deposite  banks  were  induced  by  that  letter  to  ap- 
point Mr.  “Whitney  their  agent,  believing  it  compa- 
tible with  the  views  of  the  department;  hut  the  se- 
cretary is  not  responsible  for  any  misconstruction 
of  this  letter;  his  motive  in  writing  the  letter  is  one 
thing,  and  the  construction  of  it  by  others  another. 
It  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  not  to  the 
hanks.  The  letter  must  speak  for  itself,  and  atford 
its  own  true  construction. 

Apart  from  the  letter  referred  to,  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Woodbury  and  the  deposite  banks,  all  proves 
most  decidedly  that  there  was  neither  recommenda- 
tion nor  procurement  of  the  agency  or  the  agent, 
on  the  part  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  all  con- 
cur in  denying  it  in  the  most  unequivocal  terms.  If 
any  further  proof  of  the  justice  of  this  conclusion 
were  necessary,  it  will  be  found  in  the  fact  that  in 
the  new  contracts  with  the  deposite  banks,  under 
1 he  act  of  the  last  session,  and  all  the  correspon- 
dence upon  the  subject,  not  a single  expression  is 
to  be  found  in  reference  to  this  agency  or  this  agent; 
because,  as  is  slated  by  the  secretary,  it  is  of  no  ad- 
vantage to  the  treasu^r  department,  and  does  not, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  lessen  its  labors  growing 
out  of  the  deposite  system. 

The  fourth  inquiry  is:  Whether  the  business  of  the 
treasury  department,  with  said  banks,  is  conducted 
through  the  said  agent ? The  committee  need  only 
refer  to  the  report  of  the  11th  of  January,  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  the  evidence  already 
adduced,  to  prove  that  "the  business  of  the  treasury 
department  with  the  deposite  banks  is  not  con- 
ducted through  said  agent.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
committee  would  refer  to  the  evidence  of  several  of 
the  clerks  of  the  department  who  have  been  exa- 
mined, and  testify  that  the  business  of  the  treasury 
department  with  the  deposite  banks  is  conducted  di- 
rectly with  the  banks  themselves.  All  the  corres- 
pondence produced  is  directly  between  the  depart- 
ment and  the  banks,  without  the  intervention  of  an 
agent.  The  committee,  therefore,  respond  to  this 
inquiry,  that  the  business  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment with  the  deposite  banks  is  not  conducted 
through  said  agent. 

The  fifth  inquiry  is:  Whether  in  the  transaction 
of  any  business  confided  to  said  agent,  lie  receives  any 
compensation  from  the  treasury  department ? The 
testimony  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  of  the 
agent  himself,  and  of  all  the  banks  employing  the 
agent,  concurs  in  proving  that  the  said  agent  re- 
ceives not  a cent  from  the  treasury  department 
for  any  services  whatever.  In  the  whole  mass  of 
the  immense  volume  of  testimony  which  has  been 
taken,  there  is  not  the  slightest  circumstance  to  cre- 
ate even  a suspicion  that  the  agent  receives  any 
compensation  from  the  treasury  department.  It 
may  be  argued,  but  your  committee  think  without 
reasonable  propriety,  that  but  for  the  fiscal  relations 
of  the  banks  and  the  government,  growing  out  of 
their  selection  as  public  depositories,  the  agent 
would  not  have  been  appointed;  and  although  the 
agent  receives  no  compensation  directly,  yet  the 
salary  which  he  receives  is  indirectly  from  the  trea- 
sury department.  The  committee  regard  this  argu- 
ment as  too  far  fetched.  The  selection  of  the  prin- 
cipal deposite  banks  as  public  depositories  necessari- 
ly increased  their  business  and  enlarged  their  sphere 
of  operations;  one  of  the  increased  expenditures 
which  they  incur,  growing  out  of  their  increased 
business,  and  the  profits  to  be  derived  from  it,  is 
this  agency;  the  expense  is  incurred  from  their  own 
means,  and  cannot  be  charged  even  indirectly  to 
the  department.  They  owed  it  to  themselves  to 
turn  their  fiscal  relations’  with  the  government  to 
the  best  advantage,  and  must  necessarily  incur  the 
increased  expenditure  growing  out  of  it.  The  com- 
mittee, therefore,  confidently  respond  that  the  agent 
receives  no  compensation  whatever,  cither  directly 
or  indirectly,  from  the  treasury  department. 

The  committee  might  here  close  their  report,  and 
confidently  submit  the  truth  of  the  conclusions  to 


which  they  have  arrived,  to  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives and  the  American  people,  but  they  do  not 
feel  themselves  justified  in  concluding  their  report 
without  adverting  to  two  single  subjects  about 
which  the  public  mind  is  misinformed,  and  its  judg- 
ment misled.  It  has  been  frequently  said  that  R. 
M.  Whitney,  the  agent  of  the  deposite  banks,  occu- 
pies a room  in  the  treasury  building.  It  is  true  that 
Mr.  Whitney  occupies  a room  in  the  same  block  of 
buildings  with  the  treasury  department,  and  under 
the  same  roof,  and  from  this  fact,  without  a know- 
ledge of  the  whole  truth,  the  suspicions  of  many 
have  been  excited  that  Mr.  Whitney  was  in  the  em- 
ployment of  the  treasury  department.  The  fact, 
however,  is,  that  the  building  used  by  the  treasury 
department  is  individual  property,  and  hired  by  the 
government.  The  room  occupied  by  Mr.  Whitney 
is  hired  by  him  directly  Horn  the  owner,  without 
any  reference  to  the  treasury  department  whatever. 

This  circumstance,  taken  in  connexion  with  the 
fact,  that  two  or  three  series  of  circulars  of  Mr. 
Whitney  to  each  of  the  deposite  banks,  one  to  each 
of  the  public  receivers,  and  tabular  statements  of 
the  condition  of  the  banks,  which  Mr.  Whitney  had 
occasionally  prepared,  had  been  franked  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  was  calculated,  in  the  views 
of  many,  to  induce  the  suspicion  which  has  been 
alluded  to.  The  committee,  without  any  further 
remark,  annex  the  following  explanation  given  by 
the  secretary  himself  during  his  examination  upon 
this  subject. 

“I  have  never,  knowingly,  franked  any  written 
letter  of  Mr.  Whitney’s,  or  allowed  him  to  use  my 
franking  privilege  for  any  purpose;  but,  as  stated  in 
one  of  my  loriner  replies,  on  one  occasion,  I assent- 
ed to  his  request  to  frank  a printed  communication 
on  public  matters  connected  with  the  arrangements 
of  the  deposite  banks,  as  to  the  kind  of  paper  mo- 
ney they  had  agreed  to  accept  and  credit  as  cash 
from  the  public  receivers  who  deposited  with  them 
respectively,  and  addressed  or  enclosed  only  to  the 
public  officers  and  banks  employed  as  fiscal  and 
public  agents  of  the  department.  It  may  be  also, 
that  in  some  instances  a printed  tabular  statement 
of  the  condition  of  the  public  depositories  extracted 
by  him  from  our  returns,  and  addressed  to  them 
alone,  may  have  been' franked  by  me;  but  I have 
no  particular  recollection  of  any  such  case.  My 
instructions  to  the  chief  clerk  are,  not  to  lay  before 
me,  to  be  franked,  any  thing  but  letters  from  the 
departments,  or  public  documents;  and  in  some 
cases,  where  explained  and  thought  to  be  proper, 
communications  on  public  subjects,  addressed  to 
public  officers  connected  with  the  department. — 
Perhaps  I ought  to  add,  to  prevent  mistakes,  that  I 
sometimes  frank  the  letters  of  the  bureaus,  and  oc- 
casionally of  the  other  departments,  when  the  heads 
of  them  happen  to  be  absent,  and  take  it  for  grant- 
ed that  they  are  proper  communications  to  be  frank- 
ed, without  making  special  inquiry;  as  I also  pre- 
sume to  be  the  case  with  all  communications  laid 
before  me  by  my  own  clerks,  under  the  general  in- 
structions and  usages  of  the  department,  without  al- 
ways opening  them  or  reading  their  address  ” [See 
journal,  p.  60,  61.] 

And  that  of  Mr.  Whitney,  given  on  page  87,  an- 
swer to  35th  interrogatory: 

“The  secretary  of  the  treasury  franked,  or  au- 
thorised to  be  franked,  two  or  three  of  the  circulars 
furnished  to  the  committee,  marked  A,  one  of  each 
of  which  was  forwarded  to  many,  if  not  all,  of  the 
deposite  banks;  and  of  one  of  them  a copy  was 
sent  to  each  of  the  receivers,  also  franked  by  him; 
also,  tables  showing  the  condition  of  the  deposite 
banks,  which  I have  occasionally  prepared,  the 
character  of  which  was,  in  all  cases,  made  known 
to  him,  on  the  papers  themselves  being  first  shown 
to  him.  Beyond  these  I do  not  recollect  that  he 
has  ever  franked,  or  authorised  to  be  franked,  any 
communications  to  the  banks,  or  to  any  person 
whatever,  of  mine.”  [See  journal,  p.  87,  88.] 

The  committee  regards  this  explanation,  the 
truth  of  which  is  sustained  by  other  officers  of  the 
department,  as  entirely  satisfactory. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  operations  of  the  treasu- 
ry department,  in  relation  to  (he  public  deposites, 
have  been  conducted  with  a view  to  political  party 
considerations.  The  evidence  before  the  commit- 
tee is,  that  in  the  propositions  to  select  one  or  two 
banks  as  deposite  banks,  political  considerations 
have  been  urged  upon  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
but  that  the  secretary,  in  all  cases,  either  reproved 
the  attempt,  or  treated  it  with  silence.  There  can- 
not be  found  one  single  instance  in  the  evidence  in 
which  the  secretary  has  attempted. to  exert  such  in- 
fluence. The  operations  of  the  department  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  deposites  are  of  a very  difficult 
and  delicate  character,  arising  from  the  immense 
amount  of  revenues,  the  various  ar.d  distant  points 
at  which  it  is  collected,  the  number  of  banking  in- 
stitutions in  which  it  is  deposited,  and  the  frequent 


transfers  made  necessary  by  the  deposite  act  of  the 
last  session.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  in  these 
operations  entire  satisfaction  will  be  given  to  all; 
and  it  is  quite  probable  that  dissatisfaction,  arising 
from  other  causes,  has  been  ascribed  to  political 
feelings.  The  committee  are  entirely  satisfied  that 
no  just  cause  for  the  imputation  exists.  The  com- 
mittee here  subjoin  the  statement  of  the  secretary 
upon  this  point: 

“In  the  mean  time,  the  inquiries  made  by  me  to 
any  persons  who  were  considered  by  me  capable  of 
giving  correct  information,  were  directed  to  the 
facts  and  considerations  connected  with  the  above 
topics;  and  the  information  communicated  to  me  in 
return,  and  that  communicated  voluntarily,  related 
chiefly  to  the  above  topics.  But  I have  no  doubt 
the  persons  making  those  communications  have,  in 
some  cases,  mentioned  political  circumstances  in 
connexion  with  this  subject,  and  in  general  as  op- 
posed to  the  propriety  of  the  selection.  A majority 
of  the  stockholders  and  officers  have  usually  been 
stated  to  be,  when  any  thing  was  said  in  respect  to 
their  politics,  opposed  to  the  views  of  the  adminis- 
tration. 

“I  have  ho  recollection  of  any  particular  remarks 
of  a political  character  made  by  him  or  others  on 
this  point,  beyond  such  ones  as  are  above  described, 
and  those  in  only  a very  few  cases. 

“But  always  deeming  it  my  duty  to  select  suita- 
ble banks,  and  enough  in  number,  at  the  proper 
points,  for  the  safe-keeping  and  disbursing  of  the 
public  money,  I proceeded,  after  proper  inquiries  as 
to  their  condition  and  character,  to  select  those 
above  named  on  those  accounts,  and  notwithstand- 
ing any  objections  which  may  have  been  urged  by 
any  one  of  apolitical  character  as  to  any  of  them. 

“In  the  cases  of  the  banks  in  North  Carolina  and 
South  Carolina,  as  well  as  Indiana,  Virginia  and 
Kentucky,  and  the  three  banks  in  Pennsylvania, 
the  selections  were  made  because  we  had  no  banks 
whatever  in  those  states;  and  the  others  were  se- 
lected because,  in  two  instances  at  points  where  no 
deposite  banks  existed,  and  in  two  where  additional 
ones  appeared  to  be  required  by  the  importance  and 
extent  of  the  public  business  to  be  transacted  there, 
and  after  full  investigation  of  their  ability  and  fit- 
ness to  transact  the  public  business.”  [See  jour- 
nal, p.  51.] 

In  the  examination  of  the  evidence,  it  will  be 
perceived  that  there  is  a large  amount  of  negative 
evidence  going  to  strengthen  the  positive  evidence 
which  has  induced  the  conclusions  to  which  the 
committee  have  arrived. 

The  committee,  having  thus  briefly  examined  the 
evidence  pertinent  to  the  inquiries  directed  to  it, 
have  adopted  and  report  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That 
the  several  banks  employed  for  the  deposite  of  the 
public  money  have  not  all,  or  any  of  them,  by 
joint  or  several  contract,  employed  an  agent  to  re- 
side at  the  seat  of  government,  to  transact  their  bu- 
siness with  the  treasury  department. 

2.  Resolved.,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That 
no  agent  for  the  transaction  of  business  between  the 
deposite  banks  and  the  treasury  department  has 
been  employed  at  the  request,  or  through  the  pro- 
curement, of  said  department. 

3.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That 
the  business  of  the  deposite  banks  with  the  treasury 
department  is  not  conducted  through  any  agent,  but 
is  transacted  directly  with  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, or  some  officer  of  the  department. 

4.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That 
no  agent,  in  any  way  connected  with  the  public  de- 
posites, since  1 he  removal  of  the  said  deposites  from 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  has  received  any 
compensation  from  the  treasury  department. 

5.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That 
several  of  the  deposite  banks  have  employed  an 
agent  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  government,  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  and  transmitting  information 
affecting  the  interests  of  said  banks,  both  from  the 
treasury  department  and  other  sources,  and  transmit- 
ting public  documents.  That  agent  is  Reuben  M. 
Whitney,  who  receives  such  salary  from  said  banks 
as  they  annually  deem  his  services  wrorth. 

The  undersiged,  one  of  the  members  of  the  select 
committee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  the  several 
banks  employed  for  the  deposite  of  the  public  money 
have  all,  or  any  of  them,  employed  an  agent  to  re- 
side at  the  seat  of  government,  to  transact  their  bu- 
siness with  the  treasury  department,  having  voted 
against  two  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  com- 
mittee, on  which  their  report  is  based,  and  believ- 
ing that  the  committee  have  drawn  erroneous  con- 
clusions from  some  of  the  testimony  presented,  begs 
leave  briefly  to  submit  the  grounds  of  this  difference, 
and  his  reasons  for  not  concurring  in  the  report  of 
the  majority  of  the  committee.  He  would  first  re- 
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mark,  however,  that,  agreeing  with  the  views  of  the 
committee  in  the  greater  part  of  their  report,  he  re- 
grets the  difference  of  opinion  on  the  points  to 
which  he  has  alluded. 

One  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  committee, 
to  which  he  dissented,  is  in  the  following  words,  to 
wit: 

Resolved , as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  no 
agent,  for  the  transaction  of  business  between  the 
deposite  banks  and  the  treasury  department,  has 
been  employed  at  the  request,  or  through  the  pro- 
curement of,  said  department. 

The  undersigned  is  of  opinion  that  the  letter  ad- 
dressed by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  Reuben 
M.  Whitney,  on  the  5th  of  November,  as  follows: 
Treasury  department,  Nov.  5,  1834. 

Sir:  Your  communication,  addressed  to  my  pre- 
decessor, has  been  perused  by  me,  and,  in  reply,  I 
would  observe,  that  my  own  views  in  relation  to  its 
contents  correspond,  it  is  believed,  substantially, 
with  those  entertained  by  him.  But,  though  we 
both  have  been  satisfied  that,  under  the  present 
laws  and  appropriations  applicable  to  the  treasury 
department,  no  such  agency  as  that  proposed  can  be 
established  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  yet  it 
must  be  obvious  that  the  selected  banks  themselves 
might,  in  a fiscal  and  commercial  view,  derive  great 
advantage  from  the  services  and  correspondence  of 
an  agent  of  their  own,  resident  in  this  city,  and 
devoting  special  attention  to  their  interest.  I hardly 
need  assure  you  that,  in  respect  lo  information  in 
the  possession  of  this  department  which  might  be 
deemed  useful,  and  which  could  be  furnished  with- 
out detriment  to  the  public  welfare,  it  would  at  all 
times  be  cheerfully  given  to  any  such  agent  of  any 
of  the  selected  banks. 

J am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec. of  the  treasury. 

R.  M.  Whitney,  esq.  Washington. 
and  which  was  used  by  the  said  Whitney  as  a letter 
of  recommendation,  did  procure  his  appointment  as 
agent  to  some  of  the  deposite  banks;  and  that  the 
said  banks  were  induced  to  believe,  from  information 
derived  from  the  said  Whitney,  that  his  appointment 
as  agent  to  the  said  banks  was  desired  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury.  The  anonymous  letter  addressed  to 
some  of  the  banks,  recommending  said  Whitney  in 
the  following  terms:  “The  president  and  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  I know,  view  the  subject  in  the 
same  light  that  I do,  and  will  be  gratified  if  the 
banks  will  establish  such  an  agency;  and,  from  his 
talents,  experience  and  fidelity,  no  appointment 
would  be  more  acceptable  to  them  than  that  of  Mr. 
Whitney,  who  has  already  been  recommended  to 
the  department;”  which  said  letter  was  enclosed  in 
several  communications  Written  by  Whitney  himself 
to  various  banks,  soliciting  the  appointment  of 
agent,  containing  the  following  paragraph:  “With 
this  I forward  you  the  copy  of  a fetter  written  by  a 
person  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  executive,  to 
some  friends  in  New  York  and  Boston” — was,'  in 
itself,  sufficient  to  create  this  impression.  But  other 
testimony  going  to  establish  the  fact  has  been  ad- 
duced. Indeed,  the  officers  of  some  of  the  banks 
expressly  state  that,  in  appointing  the  said  Whitney, 
they  acted  under  this  impression.  Nor  is  it  to  be 
presumed,  from  the  objections  which  existed  to  the 
appointment  of  It.  M.  Whitney  as  agent,  that  the 
deposite  banks  alluded  to  would  have  selected  him, 
had  they  not  been  induced  to  believe  that  his  ap- 
pointment was  desired  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

The  next  resolution  adopted  by  the  committee, 
for  which  he  did  not  vote,  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That 
the  several  banks  employed  for  the  deposites  of  the 
public  money  have  not  all,  or  any  of  them,  by  joint 
or  several  contract,  employed  an  agent  to  reside  at 
the  seat  of  government  “to  transact  their  business 
with  the  treasury  department.” 

The  undersigned  is  of  opinion  that,  although  the 
great  mas3  of  the  business  of  the  deposite  banks 
with  the  treasury  department  is  transacted  by  the 
banks  with  the  said  department,  it  is  clearly  shown 
by  the  evidence  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
himself,  that  in  particular  instances,  some  of  the 
deposite  banks  have  transacted  business  of  an  im- 
portant character  with  the  treasury  department, 
through  their  agent,  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 

H.  JOHNSON. 


motion  of  the  arrest,  being  satisfied,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, that  Mr.  Whitney  had  committed  no 
contempt.  After  it  had  been  made  by  the  house  a 
subject  of  investigation,  they  were  disposed  to  hear 
all  the  pertinent  testimony  that  could  be  adduced, 
and  the  argument  of  the  defendant’s  counsel,  and 
whatever  would  come  within  the  scope  of  a full 
trial.  This,  we  know,  was  the  feeling  under  which 
Mr.  Harrison  voted.  He  was  opposed  to  the  affair 
coming  before  the  house — he  was  opposed  to  its 
going  off  until  fully  heard.  The  majority,  however, 
was  satisfied,  and  resolved  to  end  it  when  convinc- 
ed that  Mr.  Whitney  ought  not  to  be  held  to  appear 
before  the  committee.” 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beaumont,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bo- 
vee,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  By- 
num, Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Cleve- 
land, Coles,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cushman,  Dou- 
bleday, Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Farlin,  Fowler, 
French,  Fry,  Galbraith,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Henderson,  Holt,  Howard,  Hunting- 
ton,  Ingham,  Wm.  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Joseph  John- 
son, Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin 
Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Iilingensmitb,  Lane,  Lan- 
sing, Laporte,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan, 
Loyal),  Lucas,  A.  Mann,  William  Mason,  May, 
McKay,  McICeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,  Owens,  Page,  Patterson,  Patton, 
D.  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Rey- 
nolds, Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickles, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  John  Thom- 
son, Toucey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Yell — 99. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Bai- 
ley, Bell,  Bond,  Bunch,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell, 
Carter,  Chetwood,  Childs,  N.  II.  Claiborne,  Clark, 
Connor,  Corwin,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  De- 
berry, Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Forester,  Graham, 
Granger,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Harlan,  Har- 
per, Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hazeltine,  Herod,  Hoar, 
Howell,  Hunt,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Janes,  Jenifer, 
Lawler,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Love,  Lyon, 
Maury,  McCarty,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan, 
Parker,  Pearson,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed, 
Rencher,  Russell,  Shields,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer, 
Taliaferro,  Thomas,  Wad'dy  Thompson,  Vinton, 
Washington,  White,  Lewis  Williams,  S.  Williams, 
Young — 72. 

It  is  intimated  in  the  “Globe”  that  Mr.  Whitney 
will  lay  the  views  of  his  case  before  the  country, 
which  his  counsel  were  prepared  to  submit  to  the 
house. 


DISCHARGE  OF  REUBEN  M.  WHITNEY. 

The  following  are  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  dis 
charge  of  Reuben  hi.  Whitney  from  the  custody  of 
the  house.  On  referring  to  their  publication,  the 
“Globe”  said  “we  should  have  observed  that  it  was 
not  a test  vote  on  the  justification  pleaded  by  him. 
Some  members  who  voted  against  taking  him  into 
custody,  voted  against  his  discharge.  They  were 
willing  to  decide  the  question  on  the  preliminary 
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House  of  representatives,  Feb.  15,  1837. 

T.  G.  Fessenden,  esq. 

Dear  sir:  I am  indebted  to  the  hon.  Henry  L. 
Ellsworth,  commissioner  of  patents  in  this  city,  for 
a small  quantity  of  Indian  corn — a description  of 
which  you  have  in  a letter  to  Mr.  Ellsworth  from 
Thomas  N.  Baden,  esq.  of  Maryland — from  Mr. 
Ellsworth,  both  of  which  I now  enclose.  The 
package  of  com  I have  sent  by  John  H.  Dexter, 
esq.  of  Boston,  and  will  thank  you  to  make  such 
disposition  of  it  as  you  may  deem  proper.  I re- 
main, dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ABBOTT  LAWRENCE. 

Patent  office,  Jan.  30,  1837. 

Sir.:  Hearing  of  some  great  improvements  that 
had  been  made  iri  the  common  corn,  I addressed  a 
fetter  to  Mr.  Baden,  a highly  respectable  gentleman 
in  Maryland,  to  ascertain  what  facts  I could  on  the 
subject. 

His  letter  is  very  interesting,  and  I transmit  a 
copy  of  it.  This  experiment  of  Mr.  Baden  shows 
most  clearly  what  can  be  done  to  improve  seeds,  by 
carefully  selecting  each  year  the  best  kind  raised. 
Theoretical  opinions  sustain  Mr.  Baden;  but  few 
experiments  have  been  tried  so  successfully.  What 
might  be  effected  for  agriculture  by  similar  efforts? 

The  like  efforts,  in  improving  the  breed  of  ani- 
mals, have  been  crowned  with  great  success,  espe- 
cially in  Europe.  I avail  myself  of  this  opportuni- 
ty to  send  you  a small  sample  of  the  corn,  mention- 
ed by  Mr.  Baden.  1 will  only  add,  that  I have  con 
versed  with  several  persons  who  have  planted  the 
“Baden”  corn,  and  the  concurrent  opinion  of  all 
sustains  the  statements  made  in  the  letter.  I have 
a few  samples  at  the  patent  office,  of  corn  raised  in 
this  neighborhood,  which  has  four  and  five  ears  on 
a stalk;  and  I expect  soon  some  stalks  containing 
six,  seven  and  eight  ears.  If  this  corn  were  gene- 
rally introduced,  how  greatly  the  amount  of  bread 
stuffs  might  be  increased,  without  any  extra  labor. 
I hope  some  public  spirited  citizens  will  try  to  im- 
prove wheat,  oats,  barley  and  other  grains. 

I avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  mention  the 
introduction  of  Italian  spring  wheat,  with  greatsuc- 


cess.  A friend  of  mine,  in  Connecticut,  raised,  tli 
last  year,  40  bushels  on  an  acre.  This  grain  is 
heavy;  makes  good  Hour;  yields  well  and  tne  crop 
avoids  all  danger  of  winter  freezing.  I have  order- 
ed a quantity  of  this  corn  and  wheat  to  be  shipped  to 
Indiana,  and  intend  to  try  both  on  the  fine  soil  of 
the  Wabash  valley,  the  ensuing  summer.  I am 
yours,  very  respectfully, 

HENRY  L.  ELLSWORTH. 

N.  B.  Be  careful  to  plant  this  corn  in  a place  by 
itself.  When  good  seed  is  planted  in  a field  with 
poor  seed,  the  former  will  degenerate.  II.  L.  S. 

[ Copy  of  Mr.  Baden’s  letter. ] 

Near  Nottingham,  Prince  George's  co.  Jan.  26,  1837. 

Sir:  I received  yours  of  the  14th,  making  inquiry 
respecting  the  ‘Maryland  corn,’  which  you  under- 
stood I had  raised.  I have  the  pleasure  to  say,  that 
I have  brought  this  corn  to  a high  state  of  perfec- 
tion, by  carefully  selecting  the  best  seed  in  the  field 
for  a long  course  of  years,  having  especial  reference 
to  those  stalks  which  produce  the  most  ears.  When 
the  corn  was  husked,  I then  made  a reselection  tak- 
ing only  that  which  appeared  sound  and  fully  ripe, 
having  a regard  to  the  deepest  and  best  color,  as 
well  as  to  the  size  of  the  cob.  In  the  spring,  before 
shelling  the  corn,  I examined  it  again,  and  selecting 
the  best  in  all  respects.  In  shelling  the  corn,  I 
omitted  to  take  the  irregular  kernels  at  both  the  large 
and  small  ends.  I have  carefully  followed  this  mode 
of  selecting  seed  corn  for  twent3’-two  or  twenty- 
three  years,  and  still  continue  to  do  so. 

When  I first  commenced,  it  was  with  a common 
kind  of  corn,  for  there  was  none  other  in  this  part 
of  the  country.  If  any  other  person  undertook  the 
same  experiment,  I did  not  hear  of  it;  I do  not  be- 
lieve others  ever  exercised  the  patience  to  bring 
the  experiment  to  the  present  state  of  perfection. — 
At  first,  I was  troubled  to  find  stalks  with  even 
two  good  ears  on  them,  perhaps  one  good  ear  and 
one  small  one,  or  one  good  ear  and  “a  nubbin.”  It 
was  several  years  before  I could  discover  much 
benefit  resulting  from  my  efforts;  however,  at  length 
the  quality  and  quantity  began  to  improve,  and  the 
improvement  was  then  very  rapid.  At  present  I 
do  not  pretend  to  lay  up  any  seed  without  it  comes 
from  stalks  which  bear  four,  five  or  six  ears.  I 
have  seen  stalks  bearing  eight  ears.  One  of  my 
neighbors  informed  me,  that  he  had  a single  stalk, 
with  ten  perfect  ears  on  it,  and  that  he  intended  to 
send  the  same  to  the  museum  at  Baltimore. 

In  addition  to  the  number  of  ears,  and,  of  course, 
the  great  increase  of  the  quantity  unshelled  it  may 
be  mentioned,  that  it  yields  much  more  than  the 
common  corn  when  shelled.  Some  gentlemen,  in 
whom  I have  full  confidence,  informed  me  they 
shelled  a barrel  (ten  bushels  of  ears)  of  my  kind  of 
corn,  which  measured  a little  more  than  six  bush- 
els. The  common  kind  of  corn  will  measure  about 
five  bushels  only.  I believe  I raised  double,  or 
nearly  so  to  what  I could  with  any  other  corn,  I 
have  ever  seen.  I generally  plant  tne  corn  about 
the  first  of  May,  and  place  the  hills  five  feet  apart 
each  way,  and  have  two  stalks  in  a hill.  I can  sup- 
ply you  with  all  the  seed  you  may  need,  and  I sup- 
pose I have  now  in  my  corn  house,  fifty  and  per- 
haps more,  stalks,  with  the  corn  on  them,  as  it 
grew  in  the  field;  and  none  with  less  than  four  and 
some  with  six  or  seven  ears  on  them.  I will  wTith 
pleasure  send  you  some  of  these  stalks,  and  also 
some  seed  corn,  if  I can  get  an  opportunity. 

Early  last  spring,  I let  George  Law,  esq.  of  Bal- 
timore city,  have  some  of  this  seed  corn;  he  sent  it 
to  his  friend  in  Illinois,  with  instructions  how  to 
manage  it.  A few  weeks  since  he  informed  me 
that  the  increase  was  one  hundred  and  twenty 
bushels  on  an  acre;  that  there  was  no  corn  in  Illi- 
nois like  it,  and  that  it  produced  more  fodder  than 
any  other  kind.  I have  supplied  many  friends  with 
seed  corn,  but  some  have  planted  with  other  corn, 
and  will,  I fear,  find  it  degenerate. 

I have  lately  been  inquired  of,  if  this  corn  was 
no  later  than  other  kinds?  It  is  rather  earlier;  cer- 
tainly not  later.  Corn  planted  in  moist  or  wet 
soils,  will  not  ripen  so  quick  as  that  which  is  plant- 
ed on  a dry  soil.  In  the  former,  there  will  be  found 
more  dampness  in  the  cob,  although  the  kernel  may 
appear  equally  ripe  in  both.  In  the  two  last  years, 
the  wet  seasons  have  injured  much  corn  that  was 
too  early  “lofted”  or  housed. 

I believe  I have  answered  most  of  your  inquirie. 

I hope  I have  not  exaggerated — I have  no  motiv 
for  doing  so.  I raise  but  little  corn  to  sell,  as  to- 
bacco is  my  principal  crop.  Should  I fail  to  send 
you  some  seed  this  spring,  I will,  next  summer, 
gather  some  stalks  with  the  corn,  fodder  and  tas- 
sels, and  all  as  they  grow,  and  send  to  you  that  you 
may  judge  for  yourself  of  the  superiority  of  this 
over  the  common  kind  of  corn.  Yours,  &c. 

THOMAS  N.  BADEN. 

Hon.  Henry  L.  Ellsnvorth,  commissioner  of  patents, 
Washington  city. 
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FOREIGN  CHRONICLE. 

The  last  three  years  expenditure  for  whiskey  in 
Ireland  amounted  to  £ IS, 900, 000  which  sum  would 
afford  nine  guineas  for  each  family  (say  four  per- 
sons in  each  family),  allowing  the  population  to  be 
8,000,000  of  souls. 

Two  giraffes  recently  died  at  the  Surrey  Zoolo- 
gical Gardens.  The  giraffes  at  the  gardens  in  the 
Park  continue  well,  with  the  exception  of  one,  who 
has  suffered  much  from  the.  inclemency  of  the 
season. 

According  to  a census  of  the  population  of  Rome, 
taken  in  October  last,  that  capital  contains  153, 67S 
souls,  without  comprising  the  Jew's.  In  the  above 
number  there  are  41  bishops,  1,468  secular  priests, 
2,023  monks,  and  1,476  nuns. 

A heifer  shown  at  Oakham  agricultural  meeting 
belonging  to  S.  O’Brien,  esq.  and  which  took  a 
prize  there,  and  also  in  London  this  year,  was  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  Morton,  roasted  whole,  and  thus 
shown  to  1,700  persons  at  Gd.  each.  It  weighed 
1,200  pounds,  and  1,400  persons  dined  off  it.  The 
skeleton,  in  a perfect  state,  with  head  and  horns,  is 
now  exhibiting. 

Savings’  banks.  It  is  a gratifying  fact,  that  up 
to  the  20th  of  November  last  the  deposites  in  the 
savings’  banks  amounted  to  nearly  £20,000,000. 
In  the  year  1822  a savings’  bank  was  established  in 
Guernsey,  and  at  this  time  the  depositors  are.  the 
holders  of  nearly  the  whole  of  the  states  (or  national 
debt  of  the  island);  though  this  is  not  a large  sum,  it 
serves  to  show  how  much  money  may  be  effected 
by  small  deposites. 

On  Saturday  the  sexton  of  St.  Mary’s  church, 
Blackburn,  observing  an  elegantly  dressed  female 
walking  mysteriously  up  and  down  the  church-yard, 
watched  her;  when  lie  saw  her  rake  up  the  earth 
with  her  foot,  and  after  depositing  something  in  the 
ground,  carefully  cover  it  up.  Induced  by  curiosi- 
ty, he  opened  the  place,  and  found  a hare’s  heart,  in 
which  365  pins  were  stuck  and  buried  there.  It  is 
an  old  superstition  in  this  county,  that  if  a person 
who  has  been  forsaken  by  one  professinglove  for 
her,  shall  bury  a hare’s  heart  stuck  full  of  pins,  near 
a newly  made  grave  in  a church-yard,  as  the  heart 
decays  in  the  ground,  the  health  of  the  faithless 
swain  will  decline,  and  that  he  will  die  when  it  is 
mouldered  into  dust.  The  fair  deceived  one  had 
been  instigated  by  revenge  to  this  act  of  folly  and 
credulity. 

From  the  official  return  of  the  transactions  in  fo- 
reign sugars  in  France,  it  appears  that  the  imports 
from  the  colonies,  in  1836,  amounted  to  158,990,304 
lbs.  (French);  in  1835,  to  168,499,780  lbs.  The 
quantity  consumed  in  1S36  amounted  to  131,749,356 
lbs.;  in  1835,  to  138,579,096  lbs.  The  duties  re- 
ceived on  these  sugars,  in  1836,  amounted  to 
31,370,592f.  and  the  premium  paid  on  exportation 
in  a refined  state,  to  4,263,076f.  In  1835,  the  du- 
ties received  amounted  to  32,932, 188f.  and  the  pre- 
mium to  826,513f.  The  diminution  in  the  receipts 
of  the  treasury  for  1836,  consequently  amounted  to 
4,998, 159f. 

Lotteries  in  England.  On  the  11th  of  January, 
1569,  the  first  lottery  in  England  was  commenced 
to  be  drawn  at  the  west  door  of  St.  Paul’s  cathedral, 
and  continued  drawing  day  and  night  till  the  6th  of 
May  following.  There  were  40,000  lots,  at  10s. 
each.  The  prizes  consisted  of  the  old  and  disused 
royal  plate  and  trinkets  —there  were  no  blanks. 
The  profits  of  the  scheme  amounted  to  about 
£20,000.  The  last  state  lottery  was  drawn  on  the 
18th  of  October,  1826,  so  that  this  censurable  mode 
of  raising  a revenue  continued  in  use  in  this  coun- 
try for  257  years.  France  has  just  announced  her 
intention  to  follow  the  example  of  England,  and 
abolish  lotteries  there. 

Whales.  A whale  is  supposed  to  live  a thousand 
years,  according  to  the  estimation  of  Buffon  and 
Lacepede’,  and  I have  understood  that  Cuvier  as- 
signed from  nine  hundred  to  a thousand  to  the  one 
in  question.  It  is  calculated  that  a pair  of  whales 
may  live  to  count  no  less  than  72,000,000,000  of 
their  offspring. 

The  queen  of  Belgium.  The  private  fortune  of 
he  illustrious  consort  of  his  majesty  king  Leopold, 
...dependently  of  her  father,  is  upwards  of  £30,000 
per  annum;  and  the  king  of  the  French  having 
given  her  £20,000  per  annum  more,  the  queen’s 
income  is  £50,000  a year  private  fortune. 

A rich  spinster,  Miss  M , lately  deceased 

at  Weymouth,  has  left  her  large  property  to  five 
neices,  in  a manner  that  would  confer  pleasure  on 
the  heart  (if  she  have  one)  of  Harriet  Martineau. 
They  are  to  enjoy  it  equally  as  long  they  remain 
single.  She  who  marries  loses  her  share,  which  is 
to  be  divided  among  the  remaining  virgins;  if  they 


ail  marry,  then  a male  relation  is  to  succeed  to  the 
whole. 

Singular  fact.  In  one  farm  village  in  Gleniyon 
there  live  at  present  five  generations  in  lineal  de- 
scent— viz:  the  mother,  daughter,  grand-daughter, 
great-grand-daughter,  and  great-great-grand-daugh- 
ter. 

A French  paper  of  February  7th,  states  that  the 
coachman  of  Mr.  Vandenaclen,  ot  Brussels,  has 
drawn  a prize  of  5,000,000  of  florins,  (about  two 
millions  of  dollars),  in  a German  lottery. 

The  following  provision  of  the  English  laws 
should  he  engrafted  on  the  post  office  laws  of  this 
country: 

“Newspapers  are  always  to  he  considered  ot 
equal  importance  with  letters,  and  postmasters  are 
forbidden  to  open  them  for  the  purpose  of  reading 
them,  or  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  required 
by  law,  and  are  also  forbidden  to  lend  them  to  any 
person.” 

In  the  case,  the  “King  vs.  Moor,”  in  the  king’s 
bench,  lord  chief  justice  Tenterden  observed  that 
if  a person  did  any  thing  which  attracted  crowds  to 
a particular  spot,  and  they  by  their  conduct  occa- 
sioned annoyance  to  the  neighborhood,  he  who  at- 
tracted the  crowd,  was,  in  point  of  law,  guilty  of  a 
nuisance,  and  liable  to  he  indicted. 

Lockhart’s  life  of  Scott,  in  6 monthly  volumes, 
(half  a guinea  each)  is  in  the  London  press.  The 
first  volume  gives  his  life  from  his  birth  to  1804, 
when  he  wrote  the  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel.  Vo- 
lume 2 takes  the  memoir  down  to  1812,  embracing 
the  whole  period  of  his  life  as  a poet.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  this  biography  will  he  one  of  the  most 
interesting  in  the  English  language. 

A man  belonging  to  the  beet  root  sugar  manufac- 
tory of  Saint  Saulve,  near  Valenciennes,  a few  days 
ago,  in  a moment  of  irritation,  arising  out  of  a dispute, 
threw  one  of  his  companions  into  a vat  full  of  syrup. 
Finding-  this  too  rich  a joke  the  victim  scrambled 
out,  and  hastened  to  the  town,  to  lay  a complaint 
before  a magistrate.  The  frost  was  very  severe, 
and  before  he  reached  his  destination  the  syrup  be- 
came so  completely  candied,  that  he  bore  all  appear- 
ance of  an  enormous  stick  of  barley  sugar,  inso- 
much that  when  he  came  to  the  magistrate’s  door, 
his  arms  were  glued  to  his  sides,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  entreat  a person  passing  by  to  pull  the  bell  for 
him!  [Paris  paper. 

DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

We  are  informed  that  the  hon.  Samuel  L.  South- 
ard, of  the  United  States  senate,  the  pride  and  or- 
nament of  the  New  Jersey  bar,  has  been  selected  to 
deliver  the  annual  address  before  the  literary  society 
of  the  college  of  New  Jersey,  on  Ihe  day  preceding 
commencement,  in  September  next.  That  the  ap- 
pointment is  one  that  will  confer  an  honor  on  all 
concerned,  no  one-acquainted  with  the  brilliant  ta- 
lents of  the  orator  can  doubt. 

Flour  and  grain.  The  New  York  “Express,” 
says — “Since  the  opening  of  the  navigation  of  the 
southern  rivers,  and  the  prospect  of  a speedy  supply 
from  the  north,  the  price  of  flour  and  grain  has  de- 
clined a shade.  Three  hundred  barrels  of  French 
flour  have  been  sold  this  week  at  about  $li,  and 
two  thousand  bushels  of  French  wheat  at  §2.07. — 
The  flour  had  been  inspected  at  this  port.” 

“ Nathan  Dane.”  The  legislature  of  the  new  ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin,  have,  at  its  present  session, 
erected  a new  county,  in  which  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment is  located,  and  called  it  Dane  county  in  honor 
of  the  memory  of  Nathan  Dane,  and  in  grateful  re- 
collection of  the  benefits  conferred  on  the  north  wes- 
tern frontier  by  the  celebrated  ordinance  of  1787,  of 
which  he  was  the  author. 

Wool  in  New  England.  Total  number  of  sheep 
by  estimation  is  6,775,090,  of  which  Vermont  has 
1,009,911,  New  Hampshire  465,179,  Connecticut 
300,000.  The  value  of  the  annual  product  of  their 
wool  is  about  $12,195,162. 

Fair  at  Boston.  The  Massachusetts  Charitable 
Mechanic’s  institution  gives  notice  of  its  intention 
to  hold  a fair  at  Boston  on  the  18th  September  next, 
for  which  purpose  the  association  has  voted  $5,000 
to  enable  the  managers  to  make  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements. Medals  and  diplomas  are  to  he  grant- 
ed, and  the  ingenious  and  successful  in  every  de- 
partment of  industry  are  invited  to  contribute  by 
wrought  fabrics  or  natural  productions. 

Rents,  fyc.  in  Mobile,  Ala.  The  Spring-field  Jour- 
nal gives  the  following  statement  of  the  rents  paid 
in  Mobile: 

“A  block  of  brick  stores  recently  erected  near 
the  wharf,  the  dimensions  of  which  are  about  25 
feet  front  by  about  80  feet  deep,  3 stories  high, 
without  any  cellar,  rent  for  $7,000  a j'ear  each; 


that  is,  the  lower  story  rents  for  $4,000,  and  the 
two  upper  stories  for  $3,000.  The  price  of  them 
is  held  at  about  $30,000  each.  A well  finished 
brick  house,  3 stories  high,  say  25  feet  front  by  40 
feet  deep,  in  the  third  street  back,  rents  for  $2,100, 
the  store  in  the  lower  story  paying  $800  of  this 
sum.  A friend  of  mine,  about  two  years  since 
built  a house  of  one  story,  say  30  feet  by  40,  with  a 
piazza  in  front,  and  a detached  building  in  the  yard, 
for  a kitchen,  and  a small  stable,  the  lot  of  ground 
being  about  50  feet  rear,  and  has  recently  sold  it  for 
$12,500.  He  informed  me  that  it  would  rent  for 
$1,200  a year,  and  I would  be  willing  to  contract 
to  build  as  good  a house  in  Springfield,  and  furnish 
the  materials,  for  the  latter  sum.  I inquired  the 
prices  and  rents  of  various  other  houses  and  stores, 
and  I consider  these  fair  samples  in  favorable  situa- 
tions. 

Mr.  Poindexter.  This  gentlemen  met  with  a se- 
rious accident  at  Natchez,  Miss,  some  four  or  five 
months  since,  and  several  notices  of  his  death,  in 
consequence  thereof,  appeared  in  the  public  prints. 
The  following  extract  of  a letter  from  him  to  the 
editor  of  the  “Richmond  Whig”  explains  the  man- 
ner of  the  accident  and  Mr.  P’s  present  condition — 
“It  may  not  be  amiss  to  explain  to  you  the  manner 
in  which  I was  led  into  the  mistake  of  passing 
through  an  upper  door,  which  opened  on  the  brick 
pavement  below,  without  being  protected  by  a bal- 
cony or  gallery.  This  was  a new  building,  with 
which  I was  entirely  unacquainted,  having  never 
been  in  it  before.  I spent  a snort  time  with  a friend, 
who  occupied  a room  in  this  new  part  of  the  house, 
and  rising  to  retire  without  a guide,  I approached 
the  door  through  which  I fell.  Supposing  it  to  be 
the  entrance  on  a gallery  which  led  to  my  own 
apartment,  I opened  it  with  confidence,  in  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night,  and  was  immediately  precipitated 
a distance  of  about  twenty  feet,  breaking  the  bone  of 
my  right  leg  in  two  places,  straining  my  ankle,  and 
breaking  the  bor,e  of  the  left  leg  just  above  the  knee. 
I am  now  fast  recovering  from  these  wounds,  which 
at  first  were  deemed  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  sur- 
gical aid,  and  my  attending  physicians,  (doctors 
Hogg  and  Grymes)  are  of  opinion  that  in. the  course 
of  a few  months  I shall  he  enabled  to  walk  with  my 
usual  strength.” 

Specie.  The  towns  of  Haverhill  and  Newport  in 
New  Hampshire  have  voted  to  receive  their  propor- 
tion of  the  surplus  revenue,  paid  into  the  treasury  of 
that  state,  in  specie. 

Pennsylvania.  A reform  convention — a conven- 
tion of  the  friends  of  the  integrity  of  the  union — a 
whig  convention  and  an  anti-masonic  convention  are 
to  be  held  in  Harrisburg  in  the  month  of  May  next. 

Paupers  in  Connecticut.  The  Middletown  (Conn.) 
Sentinel,  has  the  following  notice: 

“Notice. — The  poor  of  the  town  of  Chatham  will 
be  sold  on  the  first  Monday  of  March  1837,  at  the 
house  of  Zebulon  Penfield,  esq.  at  nine  o’clock  in 
the  forenoon.” 

Geological  survey  of  Michigan.  The  legislature 
has  appropriated  to  this  object  the  following  sums, 
for  four  years,  viz:  $3,000  are  annrepriated  for  1837, 
$6,000  for  1838,  $9,000  for  1839,  and  $12,000  for 
1840. 

The  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  as  well  as  that 
of  New  York,  has  under  consideration  a bill  for  the 
protection  of  Atheistical  witnesses — allowing  such 
witnesses  to  certify  on  affirmation. 

The  following  is  copied  from  the  obituary  of  the 
society  of  Friends,  for  the  year  ending  1836: — “In  our 
last  number,  we  noticed  as  a remarkable  feature  of 
the  obituary,  that  of  those  whose  deaths  were  re- 
corded in  it,  an  unusual  portion  had  attained  to  ad- 
vanced age;  hut  in  the  present  obituary  that  portion 
of  this  class  is  still  greater.  Out  of  rather  more  than 
200  adults  there  are  90  persons  from  the  age  of  70 
to  98,  presenting  an  average  of  full  80  years:  of  these 
one-fourth  are  from  7S  to  98,  presenting  an  average 
of  full  85  years,  and  10  are  from  90  to  98,  present- 
ing an  average  of  full  94  )fears.” 

The  neworgan  for  Trinity  church,  Boston,  cost  in 
London,  £950,  or  $4,560;  and  the  duties  thereon, 
at  28  per  cent,  some  $1,500  more  with  the  freight 
and  expenses  of  two  men  brought  out  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  putting  up,  swell  the  cost  to  very 
nearly  $10,000. 

Patents.  H.  W.  Ellsworth,  the  commissioner  of 
patents,  ha.s  given  official  notice  that  all  the  patents 
taken  out  in  1822,  being  195,  expired  last  year. 

There  are  now  building  at  different  ports  on  Lake 
Erie,  seventeen  steamboats,  averaging  each  350 
tons.  These  boats  will  all  be  ready  for  business 
at  the  opening  of  navigation  or  soon  after.  This 
will  increase  the  registered  tonnage  of  the  lake  to 
29,995.76  tons. 
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(XJ-In  November  last  a letter  was  published  in 
the  Washington  “Globe,”  fro  n an  American  gen- 
tleman in  London,  commending  the  course  pur- 
sued by  president  Jackson  in  relation  to  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  questioning  the  validity 
of  the  new  charter  granted  by  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  New  York  “Commercial  Adverti- 
ser” attributed  the  letter  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  the  min- 
ister of  the  United  States  in  London — or  at  least 
charged  that. ho  was  privy  to  it,  and  approved  the 
sentiments  it  expressed.  An  American  gentleman 
of  high  character,  but  in  no  official  station,  happen- 
ing to  see  in  London  the  number  of  the  Commer- 
cial Advertiser  which  contained  these  charges, 
thought  tint  Mr.  Stevenson  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  disavowing  them,  if  untrue;  and  according- 
ly addressed  him  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Stevenson 
promptly  replied;  and  the  correspondence  thus 
brought  about  has  been  transmitted  to  the  editor  of 
th”  New  York  American  for  publication,  from 
which  print  we  have  copied  it — (see  page  61). — 
The  publication  of  this  correspondence  lias  called 
forth  some  strictures  from  tile  “Globe,”  which  shall 
he  inserted,  that  the  whole  subject  inay  be  under- 
stood by  our  readers. 

CO*The  “Globe”  of  Thursday  last  contains  the 
opinions  oT  the  court  of  enquiry,  which  was  recently 
held  at  Frederick,  M l. — “in  reference  to  the  fai- 
lure of  the  campaign  in  Florida,  conducted  by  maj. 
general  Scott  in  1333” — “in  reference  to  the  delay 
in  opening  and  prosecuting  the  campaign  in  Geor- 
gia .and  Alabi  na,  against  th  : hostile  Creek  Indians, 
i i 1S>:>” — in  reference  to  the  failure  of  the  cam- 
paign iu  Florida,  conducted  by  maj.  gen.  Gaines, 
in  1533” — and  “in  reference  to  unauthorised  reports 
and  publications  of  olfieers  of  the  army” — which 
proceedings  and  opinions  have  been  submitted  to 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  are  approv- 
ed. We  will  give  them  a place  next  week. 

dfj-It  will  be  seen  by  tiie  following  that  our  vene- 
rable coteinpnrary  of  the  “Richmond  Enquirer”  did 
visit  t’ne  east  room,  “without  one  cloud  on  his  re- 
fl'etions  from  the  past,  the  present  or  the  future.” 
We  expected  that  de  would  have  felt  contrite  for 
tho  pad,  at  least;  we  will  not  say — 

Q '-  ire  vilici  sax  nemo  confiletur ? 

Quia  etiarn  nunc  in  illis  cst. 

“ We  should  have  met  th  i edilors  of  the  National 
Intelligencer  and  of  Niles’  Register,  most  cheerful- 
ly, in  oar  late  visit  to  Washington — without  any 
pretensions  to  a show  of  ‘magnanimity’  towards 
the  first,  or  without  the  necessity  of  extending  ‘for- 
giveness for  any  sins’  of  Mr.  Niles’  sire  or  his  own. 
We  have  forgotten  our  little  quarrels  with  the  sire, 
an  1 have  never  had  a.ay  with  his  son.  Mr.  N.  asks 
us,  ‘Did  (we)  visit  the  East  room?’ — Certainly,  and 
a more  agreeable  visit  we  never  paid — without  one 
cloud  on  our  reflections  from  the  past,  the  present 
or  the  future.” 

&3-On  Thursday  the  15th  instant,  a public  din- 
ner was  given  to  Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Preston  by 
t ie  citizens  of  Chariest)  !,  S.  C.  Both  gentlemen 
addressed  the  company  assembled  in  eloquent 
speeches,  in  reply  to  complimentary  sentiments. — 
And  on  Tuesday  last,  the  honorable  W.  C.  Rives 
was  entertained  in  the  same  manner  by  his  friends 
in  Richmond,  and  also  addressed  the  company. 
We  will  endeavor  to  find  room  for  the  speeches, 
etc.  in  our  next. 

ftJ-The  inauguration  of  the  president  of  the  U. 
States  was  celebrated  at  Washington  city,  and  in 
several  other  sections  of  the  country,  by  a public 
d*nner.  A notice  of  the  celebration  in  Washington 
shall  have  a place  in  tne  next  “Register.” 

KKThe  hon.  F.  J.  Harper,  representative  elect  of 
the  3a  congressional  district  of  Pennsylvania,  died 
on  Friday  the  1 7th  instant,  at  his  residence  in 
T rankfurt.  He  was  elected  last  October  by  a small 
majority  over  Charles  Naylor,  esq.  anti-administra- 
tion He  was  much  esteemed  in  private  life  and 
his  death  is  deeply  regretted -And  on  Sunday  last, 
trie  hon.  Jereziinh  McLene , late  a member  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  from 
Ohio  died  in  Washington  city.  He  was  for  twenty- 
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one  years  secretary  of  state  for  the  state  of  Ohio, 
and  performed  his  duties  with  great  diligence  and 
care. 

OCpMajor  general  Scoll  is  at  present  on  a visit  to 
the  seat  of  government. 

OCJ-The  legislature  of  Maryland  adjourned  on 
Wednesday  last. 

The  Florida  war.  A treaty  of  peace  having 
been  concluded  with  the  Seminoles  and  their  al- 
lies, the  war  against  that  nation  may  be  considered 
over — but  we  are  much  mistaken  in  our  estimate 
of  the  Indian  character,  if  it  will  not  require  the 
most  untiring  perseverance  and  consummate. skill  to 
purge  that  territory  of  the  predatory  bands  which 
will  remain  and  committhe  most  ruthless  barbarities, 
in  a spirit  of  mere  wantonness  and  revenge.  Their 
numbers  being  diminished,  their  means  of  conceal- 
ment will  be  increased,  and,  without  due  vigilance, 
we  must  expect  to  see  a repetition  of  the  horrible 
scenes  of  the  last  summer. 

The  stipulations  of  the  treaty  will  be  found  in  a 
subsequent  page.  A correspondent  of  the  National 
“Intelligencer”  gives  the  following  account  of  the 
“talk”  and  the  principal  actors  in  it. 

On  the  1st  day,  March  5,  at  Fort  Dade,  Holate- 
chee,  the  heir  apparent,  Jumper,  Abraham,  Cloud 
and  other  Seininoles,  with  Jim  Boy,  Tuscauuggee 
and  John  Opaunee  (Creeks)  met  the  general  in 
grand  council. 

Ilolate  opened  the  talk  by  stating  that,  his  uncle, 
Micanopy,  old  and  infirm,  could  not  attend,  but  had 
deputed  Jumper  and  himself  to  make  arrangements, 
which  would  bs  ratified  by  himself.  The  general 
inquired  if  Micanopy  had  been  informed  that  the 
primary  stipulation  must  be  to  leave  the  country, 
and  that  he  should  be  paid  for  his  personal  proper- 
ty? Jumper  replied  in  the  affirmative.  The  gene- 
ral then  inquired  what  time  they  would  require  to 
make  their  preparations?  Jumper  said  that  they 
could  not  be  ready  until  the  fall;  to  which  the  ge- 
neral replied  that,  so  long  a time  was  out  of  the 
question;  that  it  was  trifling  to  speak  in  such  a 
manner;  that  he  wished  to  make  peace,  but  was 
prepared  for  war;  and  explained  to  them  that  the 
fall  was  an  improper  season  to  remove;  that  going 
at  this  season  they  would  be  able  to  prepare  and 
gather  their  crops,  and  build  their  houses  before 
the  cold  weather.  Jumper  seemed  indignant  at  the 
suspicions  implied  in  the  last  remark,  and  replied 
that  their  determination  had  been  taken  to  conclude 
the  war,  but  that  men  who  had  so  long  held  a 
country  necessarily  required  some  time  to  make 
preparation  to  quit. 

They  then  adjourned  to  hold  a talk  with  the 
Creeks,  to  enable  them  to  judge  of  the  time  neces- 
sary to  prepare  and  to  affix  the  period  of  departure. 

On  the  following  day  the  same  chiefs  met,  to- 
gether with  the  representatives  of  Alligator,  his 
nephew,  Philip’s  son,  and  Pease  Creek  John,  and 
concluded  the  treaty  as  published  in  the  next  page. 

The  correspondent  of  the  “Intelligencer”  adds, 
that  Cloud  commanded  the  Indians  at  the  attack  of 
Dade.  He  is  a fine  looking  old  fellow;  soldierly  in 
appearance;  very  robust,  with  a most  benevolent 
countenance.  Holate-chee  is  about  35;  five  feet 
ten  inches  high,  well  made,  with  a thoughtful,  me- 
lancholy appearance.  He,  also,  has  figured  largely 
in  the  war.  Abraham’s  countenance  combines  a 
vast  degree  of  cunning  and  shrewdness,  and  he  is 
altogether  a remarkable  looking  negro.  He  walks 
like  a courtier  of  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV,  and  is 
called  the  Talleyrand  of  the  savage  court.  Jumper 
is  full  six  feet,  very  spare,  and  by  no  means  very  re- 
markable. He  speaks  well,  and,  though  old,  gave 
ample  evidence  in  council  that  all  his  fire  is  not  yet 
extinguished. 

Texas.  The  Richmond  “Enquirer”  has  this  pa- 
ragraph: 

We  understand  that  the  Texian  ministers  would 
have  been  duly  accredited  and  received  by  Mr.  Van 
Bnren,  but  for  some  defect  in  their  credentials.  It 
was  their  intention  to  leave  Washington  on  Wednes- 
day. Mr  Wharton  will  return  to  Texas,  and  gene- 
ral Hunt  will  visit  Vicksburg,  where  he  expects  to 
receive  his  proper  credentials,  and  will  then  return 
to  the  seat  of  government.  The  best  spirit  prevails 
between  the  United  States  and  Texas 


New  Hampshire.  The  general  election  took 
place  in  this  state  on  Tuesday  the  14th  inst.  and  re- 
sulted in  the  choice  of  Mr.  Hill  as  governor  of  the 
state,  by  an  increased  vote  over  that  of  the  last 
year,  the  entire  Van  Buren  congressional  ticket, 
viz:  Messrs.  Cushman,  Farrington,  Atherton,  Weeks 
and  Williams,  and  a Van  Buren  majority  in  both 
branches  of  the  legislature.  Some  of  the  towns 
have  changed  their  political  character  since  last 
year,  but  the  opposition,  generally,  appears  to  have 
been  feeble.  The  returns  before  us  for  governor 
give  9,256  votes  for  Hill,  scattering  1,107. 

Money  market.  In  the  last  “Register”  we 
briefly  alluded  to  a heavy  failure  in  New  Orleans 
which  involved  several  houses  in  that  and  other 
cities.  The  unfortunate  house  is  that  of  Herman, 
Briggs,  & Co.  whose  liabilities  are  estimated  at 
from  four  to  eight  millions  of  dollars!  They  were 
factors  of  the  cotton  planters,  and  interior  dealers, 
arid  had  accepted  drafts  to  a large  amount  in  an- 
ticipation of  Ihe  arrival  of  cotton.  In  ordinary 
times  these  acceptances  would  have  been  easily 
met;  but  the  slight  demand  for  cotton,  and  the  de- 
ranged  condition  of  the  money  market,  prevented 
them  from  doing  so,  and  they  were  compelled  to 
suspend  payment.  At  the  last  advices  it  was  ru- 
mored that  this  house  would  resume  payment — and 
believed  that,  in  the  worst  event,  the  regular  bu- 
siness of  the  city  would  not  be  seriously  aftected. 

Connected  with  the  house  of  Herman,  Briggs  & 
Co.  was  that  of  the  Messrs.  J.  L.  & S.  Joseph  & 
Co.  of  N.  York,  who  were  under  acceptances  from 
the  New  Orleans  house  for  several  millions — they 
too  were  compelled  to  stop  payment,  and  it  was  be- 
lieved they  would  not  he  able  to  resume' business: 
For,  notwithstanding  there  was  a disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  other  in- 
stitutions to  sustain  them,  it  was  found  that  all  their 
securities  of  any  value  had  been  already  disposed 
of,  and  their  funds  in  hand  of  small  amount.  Lia- 
bilities are  not  stated;  but  they  are  large,  and  will 
involve  many  worthy  individuals,  and  produce  much 
distress  in  New  York.  Stocks  generally  had  fallen, 
and  the  prospect  was  gloom}'. 

Mexico.  By  a slip  received  from  the  office  of 
the  New  Orleans  “Bee,”  dated  on  the  12th  instant, 
we  learn  that  Santa  Ana  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  on 
21st  of  February,  where  he  was  coolly  received, 
and  with  no  more  honors  than  were  due  to  a Mexi- 
can general.  On  his  arrival,  he  addressed  the  peo- 
ple and  assured  them  that  his  liberation  was  not 
effected  by  bribery,  or  any  measure  derogatory  to 
the  Mexican  people,  but  solely  by  the  kindness  of 
general  Houston.  He  also  addressed  a letter  con- 
taining similar  sentiments  to  the  Mexican  minister 
of  war,  which  we  have  inserted  below.  The  im- 
pression is  that  he  will  not  arrive  at  supremacy, 
unless  he  obtains  it  by  force.  Fie  was  at  the  last 
accounts  at  his  estate,  Mango  de  Clavo. 

The  election  returns  for  president  were — for  Bus- 
tamente  57  votes,  Pedroza  6,  Bravo  3,  Santa  Ana  2. 

Gen.  Bustamente,  it  is  stated  in  private  letters, 
had  arrived  at  the  Rio  del  Norte,  where  the  army 
is  now  stationed,  and  takes  the  command  in  con- 
junction with  Bravo.  A fleet  with  troops  had  sailed 
for  Metamoras,  intended  for  the  army  against  Texas, 
but  it  is  not  probable  that  they  will  again  enter  into 
that  country. 

Your  excellency:  I addressed  you  in  Texas, 
on  the  22d  November  last,  an  official  communica- 
tion requesting  you  to  make  known  to  his  excellen- 
cy the  president  ad  interim  that  having  obtained  my 
liberty,  I was  about  to  visit  the  United  States,  and 
should  embark  at  Baltimore  after  having  visited  the 
capital,  (Washington). 

I accomplished  this  long  and  painful  voyage,  fol- 
lowing the  steps  of  those  by  whom  I was  accompa- 
nied, and  I have  arrived  at  this  port  to-day,  in  a U. 
States  national  vessel,  which  the  president,  general 
Jackson,  had  the  kindness  to  place  at  my  disposal, 
in  order  that  I might  make  the  passage  safely  and 
commodiously. 

I leave  to-morrow  for  my  country  residence,  at 
Mango  ile  Clavo,  where  I expect  to  be  united  to 
my  family,  of  whose  situation  I have  been  entirely 
ignorant  for  one  year  past.  In  that  peaceful  retreat, 
which  I have  determined  never  again  to  quit,  I ask 
you  to  give  me  a detailed  account  of  the  event  by 
which  I was  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  enemy. 
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and  all  that  hag  transpired  during  my  captivity,  and 
which  has  been  the  means  of  procuring  for  me  so 
much  calumny  and  vengeance.  I shall  send  you 
all  the  documents  upon  that  subject  through  the 
medium  of  colonel  Juan  N.  Almonte,  in  order  that 
the  president  ad  interim,  may  have  a knowledge  of 
them. 

In  the  interval  I shall  devote  my  time  in  compil- 
ing and  publishing  a document  detailing  clearly  the 
circumstances  of  the  unlortunate  campaign  to  Tex- 
as. This  step  is  necessary  to  the  public  man  de- 
sirous of  preserving  his  reputation;  and  he  should 
be  ever  ready  to  give  the  people  an  account  of  his 
conduct,  and  place  it  in  a veritable  point  of  view; 
more  especially  should  he  do  this  when  passion  is 
enlisted  against  him,  I shall  also  lay  before  con- 
gress what  I conceive  to  be  the  most  efficacious 
means  to  terminate  the  war,  leaving  them  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  they  may  judge  necessary. 

The  unfortunate  situation  in  which  the  prisoners 
of  St.  Jacinto  find  themselves,  calls  for  the  compas- 
sion of  the  government,  and  I implore  that  compas- 
sion for  them  in  the  most  ardent  manner.  The  lit- 
tle pecuniary  assistance  which  is  afforded  them  by 
the  way  of  New  Orleans  enables  them  to  subsist, 
and  procure  the  vestments  which  are  indispensable. 
These  unfortunate  men  have  lost  their  liberty,  and 
if  we  do  no  not  come  to  their  aid,  when  they  are  in 
such  great  distress,  it  will  result  in  discouraging 
the  most  ardent  defenders  of  our  country’s  cause. 

On  my  departure  from  Texas  I was  informed  by 
Mr.  Samuel  Houston  (to  whose  kind  proceedings  I 
am  indebted  for  my  life  and  liberty),  that  it  was 
his  intention  to  place  all  the  prisoners  at  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  Mexican  consul  at  New  Orleans,  in 
order  that  he  might  send  them  to  Vera  Cruz.  But, 
as  another  expedition  has  been  spoken  of,  since 
that  time,  under  the  command  of  his  excellency  the 
general  of  division,  Don  Nicholas  Bravo,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  Houston  has  changed  his  mind;  and  that 
I,  myself,  would  not  have  been  placed  at  liberty- 
had  I deferred  six  days  longer  my  departure,  for  the 
lower  classes  in  that  country  are  very  violent. 

The  pleasure  I feel  in  again  treading  upon  my 
native  land,  after  the  many  outrages  and  tribulations 
I have  endured;  that  pleasure  I say,  was  conside- 
rably diminished  when  I was  informed  that  there 
were  some  individuals  believing  my  disgrace  was 
so  much  the  greater,  because  I had  betrayed  my 
country  and  compromised  her  independence.  What! 
betray  an  object  so  dear  to  my  heart;  I who  have  so 
often  fought  to  preserve  her  inviolable!  Would  it 
not  be  better  that  I should  perish  in  the  midst  of 
my  enemies,  than  that  I should  be  the  mark  of  so 
serious  and  unjust  an  accusation,  coming  from 
my  own  fellow  countrymen?  In  this  case,  as  well 
as  in  many  others,  I have  been  the  victim  of  ca- 
lumny; and,  in  order  to  place  myself  beyond  the 
power  of  those  charges,  I should  protest  to  your 
excellency,  and  in  the  face  of  the  entire  world,  that 
I obtained  my  liberty  without  subscribing  to  any 
conditions  whatever;  that  neither  before  or  since 
that  conjuncture,  I have  not  made  with  any  one, 
let  him  be  who  he  may,  any  contract  that  might 
bring  reproach  upon  the  national  independence  or 
honor,  or  place  in  jeopardy  the  integrity  of  the 
territory;  that,  accordingly,  I could  have  given  no 
guaranties  whatever  to  any  individual  or  government 
relative  to  those  pretended  stipulations;  and  before 
consenting,  either  willingly  or  through  force,  to 
any  such  conditions,  I would  have  suffered  a thou- 
sand deaths  before  subscribing  to  such  terms. 

Your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  make  known 
all  these  facts  to  the  president  ad  interim,  and  to  fe- 
licitate him  on  account  of  the  peace  which  reigns 
throughout  the  republic,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
new  fundamental  laws,  which  the  nation  has  enact- 
ed through  the  medium  of  their  representatives. 

I pray  you,  your  excellency,  to  accept  the  assu- 
rance of  my  high  consideration  and  profound  es- 
teem. 

God  and  liberty! — Vera  Cruz,  Feb.  20,  1837. 

Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Ana. 

9(3=  At  the  conclusion  of  this  letter  another  fol- 
lows, addressed  to  the  president  ad  interim  himself, 
Don  Jose  Corro.  It  is  but  a repetition  of  the  fore- 
going. He  reiterates  in  it,  in  the  same  positive 
manner,  that  he  has  not  contracted  any  engagement 
to  further  the  recognition  of  Texian  independence. 

The  cabinet.  The  Georgetown  “Metropolitan” 
of  Wednesday  last,  says  it’  has  reason  to  believe 
that  the  following  is  the  true  version  of  the  transac- 
tion which  gave  rise  to  the  rumor  noticed  in  the 
last  “Register.” 

“The  proposition  to  undertake  the  new  mission 
to  Austria,  originated  with  Mr.  Forsyth  himself, 
and  not  with  the  president.  Austria,' in  national 
rank,  holds,  and  has  held,  for  many  centuries,  the 
precedence  in  diplomatic  etiquette  among  all  the 
countries  df  Europe,  and  the  honor  of  representing 


the  republic  of  the  United  States  at  such  a court, 
as  well  as  of  opening  and  establishing,  in  the  per- 
son of  the  first  minister,  official  and  permanent  na- 
tional relations  with  it,  was  rightly  deemed  by  Mr. 
Forsyth  an  employment  of  the  highest  honor  and 
dignity  for  an  American  statesman;  while  it  would 
have  been  not  less  complimentary  and  gratifying  to 
the  court  of  Austria  to  have  perceived  in  the  new 
ambassador,  a cabinet  minister,  and  a gentleman 
who  was  known  throughout  Europe  as  the  able 
head  of  the  state  department,  during  the  adminis- 
tration of  general  Jackson.  There  was,  therefore, 
a peculiar  fitness  in  Mr.  Forsyth’s  going  to  Austria, 
which  probably  induced  the  president  to  listen  to 
the  proposition  more  readily,  than  from  his  friend- 
ship for  him  and  personal  wishes  for  his  society  and 
assistance,  he  would  have  been  otherwise  inclined 
to  do. 

Reasons,  however,  exclusively  private,  induced 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  alter  his  intention  of  going  to  Aus- 
tria; but  the  intention  having  been  once  entertain- 
ed, and  having  been  communicated  to  the  presi- 
dent, and  sanctioned  by  him,  Mr.  Forsyth  no  doubt 
felt  it  due  to  both  parties  to  place  his  resignation 
in  his  hands,  which  he  accordingly  did,  and  with- 
out waiting  to  know  the  result;  and  prompted  only 
by  his  own  highly  honorable  sense  of  what  was 
due  to  the  president  and  himself,  he  penned  an  ad- 
dress to  the  people  of  Georgia,  which,  as  might 
have  been  expepfed  from  its  author,  was  in  every 
respect  frank,  honorable  and  manly — doing  full 
justice  to  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  the  matter,  and  to  his 
own  motives,  and  calling  upon  the  people  of  Geo- 
gia  to  support  the  present  administration,  as  one 
in  every  respect  worthy  of  their  confidence.  This 
address,  with  the  directness  wdiich  distinguishes 
Mr.  Forsyth’s  character,  was  sent  to  the  printer 
without  consulting  any  of  his  cabinet  friends.  The 
president,  however,  without  knowing  of  the  ad- 
dress, no  sooner  received  the  tendered  resignation, 
and  understood  its  cause,  then  he  felt  the  import- 
ance, on  public  grounds,  of  retaining  Mr.  Forsyth 
in  his  cabinet;  and  his  w'ishes  in  this  respect,  were 
no  sooner  communicated  to  that  gentleman,  than 
he,  foreseeing  the  embarrassment  that  it  might  oc- 
casion, withdrew  his  resignation  in  the  same  frank 
spirit  in  which  it  was  tendered,  and  resumed  the 
administration  of  the  department,  which  both  from 
habit  and  ability,  he  is  so  well  qualified  to  direct.” 

From  Florida.  From  the  Floridian — extra.  Tal- 
lahassee, March  14, 1837.  The  government  express 
has  just  arrived  from  the  late  seat  of  war,  bringing 
the  welcome  intelligence  that  peace  has  again  been 
restored  to  Florida.  We  hasten  to  lay  before  the 
public  the  following  official  copy  of  the  treaty  of 
capitulation. 

We  are  happy  to  learn  that  governor  Call  will 
not,  in  consequence  of  this  cheering  intelligence, 
relax  his  vigilance  in  protecting  the  frontier.  A 
strong  cordon  will  be  maintained  until  the  last  In- 
dian is  beyond  our  limits.  Indeed,  it  is  to  be  ex- 
pected that  a few  desperadoes,  and  especially  the 
Micasuky  band,  will  still  hold  out,  notwithstanding 
the  general  capitulation  of  the  nation.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  counties,  heretofore  so  prompt  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties,  will  forthwith  furnish  their 
quotas,  and  not  leave  a stain  on  their  patriotism  on 
the  eve  of  a glorious  termination  of  our  difficulties. 
Capitulation  of  the  Seminole  nation  of  Indians  and 
their  allies,  by  Jumper,  Holatoochee,  or  Davy, 
and  Yaholoochee,  representing  the  principal  chief, 
Micanopy,  and  fully  empowered  by  him,  entered 
into  with  major  general  Thomas  S.  Jesup,  com- 
manding the  United  States  forces  in  Florida,  this 
sixth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-seven. 

Art.  1.  The  chiefs  above  named,  in  behalf  of 
themselves  and  the  nation,  agree  that  hostilities 
shall  cease  immediately,  and  shall  not  he  resumed. 

Art.  2.  They  agree  and  bind  themselves  that  the 
entire  nation  shall  immediately  emigrate  to  the 
country  assigned  them  by  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Art.  3.  Until  they  emigrate,  they  will  place  in  the 
possession  of  the  general  commanding  the  troops, 
hostages  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  en- 
gagements. 

Art  4.  The  Indians  shall  immediately  withdraw 
to  the  south  of  the  Hillsborough.  Those  found 
north  of  that  river,  and  a line  drawn  from  Fort 
Fester  due  east  from  it  to  the  ocean,  without  per- 
mission of  the  general  commanding,  after  the  1st  of 
April,  will  be  considered  hostile. 

Art.  5.  Major  general  Jesup,  in  behalf  of  the  U. 
States,  agrees  that  the  Seminoles,  and  their  allies 
who  come  in  and  emigrate  to  the  west,  shall  be  se- 
cure in  their  lives  and  property;  that  their  negroes, 
their  bona  fide  property,  shall  accompany  them  to 
the  west,  and  that  their  cattle  and  ponies  shall  be 
paid  for  by  the  United  States  at  a fair  valuation. 


Art.  6.  That  the  expenses  of  the  movement  west 
shall  be  paid  by  the  United  States. 

Art.  7.  That  the  chiefs,  warriors  and  their  fami- 
lies and  negroes,  shall  be  subsisted  from  the  time 
they  assemble  in  camp,  near  Tampa  Bay,  until 
they  arrive  at  their  homes,  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  twelve  months  thereafter,  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States. 

Art.  8.  The  chiefs  and  warriors,  with  their  fami- 
lies, will  assemble  in  the  camp  to  be  designated  by 
the  commanding  general,  as  soon  as  they  can;  and 
at  all  events  by  the  10th  of  April.  Yaholoochee 
will  come  in  at  once  with  his  people,  and  the  other 
towns  will  follow’  as  fast  as  possible. 

Art.  9.  Transports  will  be  ready  to  take  the  In- 
dians with  their  negroes  off  to  their  western  homes. 

Art.  10.  Micanopy  will  be  one  of  the  hostages. 

He  is  to  visit  the  commanding  general,  and  will  re- 
main near  him  until  his  people  are  ready  to  move. 

Art.  11.  All  the  advantages  secured  to  the  Indians 
.by  the  treaty  of  Payne’s  landing,  and  not  enumerat- 
ed in  the  preceding  articles,  are  hereby  recognised 
and  secured  to  them. 

Signed  at  Camp  Dade  on  the  6 th  of  March  by  gen. 
Jesup  and  four  of  the  principal  chiefs. 

Battle  or  the  fur  traders  whth  the  In- 
dians  near  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The  Jones- 
borough  (Tenn.)  Sentinel  of  the  March  8 contains 
an  interesting  narrative  from  Mr.  Stephen  H.  L. 
Meek,  now  in  that  town,  and  who  has  been  for 
the  last  3 or  4 years  a member  of  a fur  company. 
The  company  last  summer  left  Rio  del  Norte  July 
20,  for  Montras,  in  California.  On  September  9, 
they  were  surrounded,  and  shot  at  by  a large  party 
of  the  Banark  and  Snake  Indians,  armed  with  ar- 
row’s. The  return  fire  from  the  deadly  rifles  of  the 
hunters  told  a dismal  tale,  and  the  Indians,  astound- 
ed, fell  back  with  their  rude  bow’s  and  arrows,  which 
were  found  powerless  weapons.  The  mules  W’ere 
then  repacked,  and  the  course  resumed  over  the  in- 
terminable prairies.  Five  of  the  hunters  in  this 
skirmish  were  wounded,  and  one  (Mr.  Win.  Small) 
w’as  shot  dead  by  the  arrow  of  a chief;  who  soon 
after  was  brought  down.  The  Indian  loss  was  27 
found  dead;  the  wounded  probably  twice  the  num-  j 
ber.  On  the  16th,  about  150  of  the  same  tribes 
hung  on  the  company’s  flanks,  and  began  to  seat 
themselves  down  in  rings  and  smoke  their  pikes. 

At  this  moment,  30  of  the  mountaineers  rode  up  to 
within  40  steps  of  the  savages  and  discharged  upon 
them  their  rifles  with  deliberate  aim.  The  Indians 
scattered  like  patridges  from  the  hawk,  leaving  18 
dead  and  5 prisoners,  which  latter,  after  being  se- 
verely whipped,  were  set  at  liberty.  Travelled 
now  4 4ay«  across  thn  Salt  Plains,  when  they  struck 
the  Californian  mountains,  crossing  which  took  is 
days,  and  in  14  days  more  they  reached  the  two 
Laries:  now  scarce  of  food,  and  killed  a horse,  and 
subsisting  on  the  same  11  days,  came  to  the  Spanish 
settlements.  Here  procuring  provisions,  they  pro- 
ceeded  to  Montras,  wdiere  they  spent  the  winter  ; 
agreeably  in  halls  and  parties  given  by  the  Spanish 
ladies.  On  April  1st  left,  and  in  10  days  struck 
the  snow  bank  on  the  south  side  of  the  Salt  or  Ca- 
lifornia mountain.  The  company  now  had  100 
horses,  80  mules  and  25  head  of  cattle.  Before 
reaching  the  plains  on  the  north  side  of  the  moun- 
tain, they  had  to  leave  30  horses,  9 mules  and  all  ]! 
the  cattle  in  the  snow,  which  was  six  feet  deep. 

In  the  fore  part  of  May  reached  St.  Mary’s  river- 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1836,  Quepaw  or  Bear  river, 
and  thence  proceeded  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.  with  their 
furs. 

Appointments  by  the  president — By  and  1 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Collectors  of  the  customs.  John  Anderson,  Port- 
land, Me.  March  11,  1837.  John  F.  Scamman,  ; 
Saco,  Me.  do.  Barnabas  Palmer,  Kennebunk,  Me. 
do.  Mark  Derinet,  York,  Me.  do.  Scuyler  Samp-  | 
son,  Plymouth,  Mass.  do.  Walter  R.  Danforth, 
Providence,  R.  I.  do.  Noah  A.  Phelps,  Middle- 
town,  Ct.  do.  AVilliam  II.  Ellis,  New  Haven,  Ct. 
do.  John  Willis,  Oxford,  Md.  March  9.  Samuel 
Starkweather,  Cuyahoga,  O.  March  1.  P.  R.  R. 
Pray,  Pearl  river,  Miss.  do. 

Surveyors  of  the  customs.  Charles  Durfee,  Tiver- 
ton, R.  I.  March  11.  George  Brown,  Pawcatuclc, 

R.  I.  March  12.  James  Mosher,  Baltimore,  Md. 
March  11.  Joseph  Prentiss,  Suffolk,  Va.  March 
10.  Myles  Elliott,  jr.  Hartford,  N.  C.  March  14. 

Registers  of  the  land  office.  Charles  B.  Flood, 
Marietta,  O.  March  9.  Edward  A.  Hannegan,  La- 
porte,  la.  do.  Joseph  Kitchell,  Palestine,  Illinois, 
March  5.  Stephen  A.  Douglass,  Springfield  111. 
March  9. 

Receivers  of  public  moneys.  Edward  Humphreys, 
Kaskaskia,  111.  March  5.  Guy  W.  Smith,  Palestine, 
Illinois,  do. 
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APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Collectors  of  the  customs.  Denny  McCobb,  Wal- 
doboro,  Me.  March  Jl.  James  N.  Barker,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.  do.  George  W.  Tucker,  Little  Egg 
Harbor,  N.  J.  do. 

French  indemnity.  We  have  great  pleasure 
in  giving  place  to  the  following  letter  from  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  to  a distinguished  citizen  of 
Philadelphia.  [Nut.  Gaz. 

Treasury  department,  March  18,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  16th  instant,  suggesting  the  expediency 
under  existing  circumstances,  of  distributing  among 
the  claimants  of  the  French  indemnity,  the  amount 
of  the  5th  instalment  which  has  been  received. 

In  reply  I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that 
this  department  three  days  ago — immediately  on 
receiving  information  of  the  remittance,  addressed 
the  president  of  the  bank  of  America  with  a re- 
quest that  as  early  steps  a practicable  might  be 
taken  to  pay  over  a part,  if  not  all  the  instalment 
just  received  at  Paris. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obe’t  servant 
Levi  Wood3ury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

United  States  and  Texas.  It  will  be  seen 
by  the  following  from  the  Washington  “Globe,” 
that  John  Woodward,  esq.  has  been  officially  re- 
cognised by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  as 
counsul  general  of  the  republic  of  Texas  for  the 
ports  of  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more. 

OFFICIAL. 

Martin  Van  Buren,  president  of  the  United  Slates 
of  America.  To  all  whom  it  may  concern.  Satis- 
factory evidence  having  been  exhibited  to  me  that 
John  Woodward  has  been  appointed  consul  general 
of  the  republic  of  Texas,  for  the  ports  of  New 
York,  Boston,- Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  I do, 
hereby  recognise  him  as  such,  and  declare  him  free 
to  exercise  and  enjoy  such  functions,  powers  and 
privileges  as  are  allowed  to  the  consuls  general  of 
the  most  favored  nations  in  the  United  States. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I have  caused  these  let- 
ters to  be  made  patent,  and  the  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Washington, 
the  ISth  day  of  Alarch,  A.  D.  18.37,  and  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United  States  of  America  the 
sixty-first. 

[j..  s.]  Martin  Van  Buren. 

By  the  president: 

John  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state. 

Members  of  congress.  A large  number  of  the 
members  of  the  late  congress  have  declined  being 
candidates  for  re-election.  In  Maryland,  the  hon. 
Geo.  C.  Washington  has  declined;  an  event  that  has 
caused  great  regret  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and 
to  his  immediate  constituents.  The  Georgetown 
“Metropolitan,”  which  has  had  ample  opportunities 
of  witnessing  col.  Washington’s  zeal  and  industry, 
has  paid  him  the  following  handsome  parting  compli- 
ment, which  all  who  know  the  man  will  cheerfully 
agree  is  not  undeserved: 

“This  ‘District’  in  particular,  will  have  reason  to 
regret  Mr.  Washington’s  resolution.  By  his  atten- 
tion to  its  interests,  and  the  knowledge  which  he 
possesses  of  its  wants  and  rights,  he  was  looked  to 
more  than  any  other  member  of  congress  as  the 
conservator  of  its  interests,  and  from  his  residence 
among  us,  was  almost  deemed  the  representative, 
par  excellence,  of  the  District.  His  loss,  therefore, 
will  even  be  more  felt  by  this  community  than  by 
his  immediate  constituents.  Mr.  Washington  re- 
tires from  congress  with  the  grateful  respect  of  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  District  for  the  many  and  dis- 
interested services  he  rendered  it,  though  it  were  to 
be  wished,  for  the  sake  of  the  numerous  important 
measures  yet  unacted  on,  that  he  had  been  more  ef- 
ficiently seconded  in  his  endeavours  to  serve  us  by 
his  fellow  representatives.” 

Col.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  the  late  intelligent  and 
zealous  representative  of  the  district,  col.  Anthony 
Kimmel  and  Dr.  Washington  Duvall,  have  been  an- 
nounced as  candidates  to  represent  the  district  in 
congress. 

The  Smithsonian  legacy.  The  London  Her- 
ald furnishes  the  annexed  proceedings  in  the  rolls 
court,  London,  in  case  of  this  legacy: 

United  States  of  America  versus  Drummond — Fe- 
bruary 10, 1837.  The  bill  was  filed  on  behalf  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  claiming  £100,000, 
which  was  bequeathed  to  the  United  States.  It  ap- 
peared that  Mr.  Smithson  made  his  will,  by  which 
he  bequeathed  the  bulk  of  his  fortune  to  his  nephew, 
Henry  James  Hungerford,  for  life,  and  after  his  de- 
cease to  all  and  every  child  and  children  of  the  said 
nephew,  whether  legitimate  or  illegitimate;  and  in 


case  he  should  depart  this  life  without  leaving  any 
poison  who  should  be  entitled  to  the  fund,  he  be- 
queathed the  whole  of  his  fortune  to  the  United 
States,  to  enable  them  to  found  a college  “for  the 
increase  and  dill'usion  of  useful  knowledge  among 
men.” 

It  was  alleged  that  the  said  Hungerford  had  died 
without  leaving  any  person  who  was  entitled  to  the 
property  in  question.  These  circumstances,  it 
seems,  were  communicated  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  who  obtained  an  act  of  congress,  au- 
thorising and  empowering  him  to  sue  for  the  same 
in  England;  and  he  executed  a power  of  attorney 
to  Air.  Rush,  authorising  him  to  adopt  such  pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr.  Pemberton  (with  whom  was  Mr.  Shadwell) 
stated  the  case,  and  claimed  payment  of  the  legacies 

Mr.  Twiss  (with  whom  was  Mr.  Stuart)  submit- 
ted that  there  were  several  questions  to  be  consi- 
dered before  the  fund  could  be  parted  with,  even 
assuming  that  the  bequest  to  the  children,  legitimate 
or  illegitimate,  of  his  nephew,  II.  J.  Hungerford, 
had  failed. 

Mr.  Wray,  who  appeared  for  the  attorney  gene- 
ral, observed  that  the  crown  was  interested  in  the 
event  of  the  bequest  being  declared  void. 

Lord  Langdale  observed  that  he  would  not  allow 
any  matter  of  form  to  prevent  the  progress  of  the 
proceedings,  but  would  allow  the  plaintiff' to  amend 
his  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  record  per- 
fect. He  certainly  considered  the  title  used  by  the 
president,  in  proceedings  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  would  be  the  correct  one  to  be  used  in  all 
proceedings  in  this  country. 

Air.  Rush,  as  we  understood  him,  stated  that  the 
form  used  was,  the  president  on  behalf  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States. 

Lord  Langdale  thought  it  would  be  necessary  to 
amend  the  bill,  so  as  to  state  precisely  who  it  was 
that  claimed  the  funds,  and  show  the  act  of  con- 
gress; and  so  to  enable  him  to  decide  that  he  was 
acting  in  strict  accordance  with  the  intention  of  the 
testator.  After  that  amendment  the  parties  might 
take  a reference  to  the  master,  to  ascertain  whether 
the  children  of  the  testator’s  nephew  had  failed. 

Our  minister  to  Spain.  The  following  ac- 
count of  the  reception  of  the  American  minister, 
Air.  Eaton,  at  the  Spanish  court,  is  translated  from 
the  Aladrid  Gazette  of  the  30th  of  January. 

[Nat.  Gaz. 

Air.  J.  H.  Eaton,  the  new-  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States 
of  America  near  her  majesty,  had  the  honor  of  an 
audience  with  the  august  queen  regent  at  the  royal 
palace  on  Saturday,  the  28th  instant,  at  6 o’clock  in 
the  evening,  and  delivered  his  credentials,  address- 
ing her  majesty  as  follows: 

“Madam:  In  presenting  myself  before  your  ma- 
jesty, I have  much  satisfaction  in  saying,  by  the 
authority  and  instructions  of  the  president  of  the  U. 
States,  that  he  views,  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  the 
amicable  relations  which  subsist  between  the  go- 
vern of  the  United  States  and  that  of  Spain,  and  de- 
sires, with  the  liveliest  interest,  (as  I do  likewise), 
that  the  perfect  harmony  which  happily  exists  be- 
tween the  two  countries  should  not  be  interrupted. 

“The  president  of  the  United  States  sees  with  re- 
gret the  misfortunes  with  which  Spain  is  afflicted, 
but  trusts  that  the  wise,  prudent  and  firm  adminis- 
tration of  your  majesty  and  your  counsellors  will 
tend  to  establish  shortly  the  peace  of  the  nation,  and 
insure  to  your  majesty’s  subjects  happiness  and 
public  order.” 

To  w'hich  the  queen  replied  as  follows: 

“Sir:  1 receive  with  the  highest  satisfaction  the 
kind  assurance  which  the  president  of  the  United 
States  renews  by  means  of  so  worthy  a representa- 
tive, and  am  ever  desirous  to  preserve  and  draw  still 
closer  the  relations  of  amity  which  fortunately  exist 
between  Spain  and  that  country.  It  affords  me 
pleasure  to  extend  to  your  excellency  a favorable 
reception,  and  to  exhibit  to  you  the  esteem  which 
your  countrymen  deserve  at  my  hands.” 

Consulate  general  of  Portugal.  Balti- 
more, March  17 th,  1837.  The  following  royal  order 
and  circular  are  published  for  the  information  of 
the  commercial  community  and  benefit  of  masters 
of  vessels  trading  with  Portugal  and  its  dominions. 

Royal  order  to  the  collectors  of  Portuguese  ports. 

State  treasury  department. 

“The  charge  d’affaires  of  her  majesty  the  queen 
in  the  United  States,  having  represented,  under  date 
of  the  9th  July  last,  that  the  shippers  and  masters 
of  vessels  bound  from  that  country  to  Portuguese 
ports,  especially  of  the  provinces  of  Azores,  Cape 
Verd  and  dominions  in  Africa,  rarely  apply  for  the 
requisite  consular  documents,  with  which  they 
should  come  provided,  and  which  cannot  be  reme- 
died by  the  Portuguese  consular  agents — every  pub- 


lic advertisement  and  other  steps  to  the  effect  being 
useless — if  the  officers  of  the  customs  in  the  re- 
spective ports  do  not  exact  the  said  documents  and 
in  default  thereof  such  as  to  the  invoices  and  mani- 
fests, collect  the  duties,  when  not  fixed  by  the  ta- 
riff, on  the  current  value  of  the  goods  at  the  port  of 
entry:  the  queen,  by  the  state  treasury  department, 
commands  the  director  of  the  principal  custom 
house  in  Lisbon  to  cause  the  rigorous  execution  of 
the  laws,  requiring  vessels,  which  enter  the  ports  of 
his  district,  to  be  provided  with  the  said  documents. 

Palace  das  Nccessidades,  October  14,  1839. 

Sa  da  Bandeira. 

To  the  director  of  the  principal  custom  house  in  Lis- 
bon.” 

The  same,  muiaiis  mutandis,  was  addressed  to 
every  other  custom  house  of  the  kingdom. 

Circular  to  Portuguese  agents  in  foreign  countries, 

dated 

State  department  of  foreign  affairs, 
Lisbon,  Dec.  16 th,  1836. 

“I  am  directed  to  communicate  to  you,  that  on 
the  tow'er  of  S.  Lourenzo  of  JJsbon,  commonly  call- 
ed the  tower  of  Bogio,  south  of  the  fort  of  S.  Julian, 
at  the  entrance  of  this  port,  in  the  lat.  N.  38  deg. 
39  min.  20  sec.  and  long.  9 min.  57  sec.  W.  of  tiie 
observatory  of  the  castle  of  S.  George  in  Lisbon, 
new  light  has  been  established  of  a perennial  move- 
ment and  regular  rotation,  which  presents  eclipses 
every  three  minutes.  The  greatest  brightness  last- 
ing only  three  seconds,  which  you  will  make  known, 
&c.”  Paulo  Midosi. 

Mr.  Clay  and  the  Catholics.  From  the 
Catholic  Herald.  “We  have  great  pleasure  in  in- 
serting the  following  communication  from  a veteran 
and  venerable  missionary  of  this  diocese,  especially 
as  it  throws  light  on  a circumstance  which  has  al- 
ready excited  a good  deal  of  attraction,  and  elieited 
no  very  gentle  feeling. 

Alany  of  our  Catholics  in  reading  the  Herald  of 
February  9th,  have  been  filled  with  indignation 
against  the  hon.  Henry  Clay  for  presenting  a certain 
petition  against  Roman  Catholics;  and  much  more 
so  in  reading  a paragraph  in  a Pittsburgh  paper, 
which  represents  the  said  H.  Clay  as  combining 
with  Maria  Monk  & Co.  for  the  destruction  of 
Catholics. 

The  respect  and  friendship  I felt  for  Mr.  Clay, 
founded  in  part  on  gratitude  for  some  particular  fa- 
vors I received  from  him  w'hen  he  was  secretary  of 
state  prompted  me  to  send  him  the  said  paragraph 
enclosed  in  a letter,  to  which  I received  the  follow- 
ing answer. 

Washington,  Feb.  Sih,  1837. 

My  dear  sir:  I received  your  friendly  letter  and 
thank  yon  for  calling  my  attention  to  the  newspaper 
paragraph  which  it  enclosed.  The  petition  which 
it  refers  to  was  forwarded  by  mail  to  me,  why,  I did 
not  know.  I saw'  that  it  was  from  very  ignorant 
persons.  It  prayed  for  one  object,  an  alteration  in 
the  naturalization  laws,  on  which  congress  bad  pow- 
er to  act.  They  had  a right  to  petition,  and  with- 
out sharing  their  prejudices,  their  very  ignorance 
made  me  more  anxious  to  fulfil  the  duty  of  present- 
ing their  petition.  I neither  wished  nor  expected 
that  they  would  obtain  their  object,  and  accordingly 
the  committee  reported  against  it. 

Such,  my  dear  sir,  is  a true  account  of  this  mat- 
ter. You  do  me  no  more  than  justice  in  supposing 
me  incapable  of  any  feelings  of  prejudice,  or  enter- 
taining any  spirit  of  intolerance  towards  the  Catho- 
lic religion.  I have,  on  the  contrary,  the  highest 
respect  for  it,  and  count  among  its  members  some 
of  my  best  and  truest  friends. 

I am  mortified  and  grieved  that  any  one  should 
have  misconceived  me,  &c.  I remain  with  sincere 
regard,  &c.  your  ob’t  servant,  H.  Clay. 

Rev.  Demetrius  A.  Gallitzin. 

Flour  rioters  in  New  York.  Four  more  of 
the  rioters,  Jas.  Roach,  John  McLaughlin,  Francis 
Rozier  and  Eugene  Argon,  have  been  convicted:  the 
two  latter,  however,  were  recommended  to  mercy 
by  the  jury. 

’ In  the  case  of  eight  others,  Elisha  Olmstead,  H. 
E.  Harrison,  S.  Thorne,  W.  Lyon,  N.  Billot,  M. 
Keyser,  F.  Benton  and  Wm.  Wood,  there  was  an 
acquittal — and  in  the  case  of  W.  Dandridge,  no 
verdict,  the  jury  being  unable  to  agree. 

Chronometers.  The  New  Bedford  Mercury 
states  the  original  cost  of  chronometers  belonging 
to  the  shipping  of  that  port,  at  $72,000;  the  num~- 
ber  is  about  250.  No  whaleman  is  without  one  or 
more  of  them.  Yet  the  smaller  vessels  of  our  na- 
vy are  not  allowed  chronometers! 

Enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal.  The  ca- 
nal board  presented  to  the  senate,  a report,  in  obe- 
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riience  to  a resolution  adopted  by  that  body,  on  the 
21st  ult.  The  report  divides  the  resolution  into  the 
three  following  distinct  branches  of  inquiry: 

“1st.  Whether  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  it  be 
not  for  the  interest  of  the  state  to  proceed  with  the 
enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal,  so  that  the  same  may 
be  completed  sooner  than  is  contemplated  by  the 
act  in  relation  to  the  Erie  canal,  passed  May  11, 
1835. 

“2nd.  Whether  from  the  surveys,  examinations 
and  estimates  now  possessed,  they  believe  said  en- 
largement can  be  completed  at  the  cost  heretofore 
estimated,  and,  if  not,  at  what  additional  cost,  in- 
cluding damages  to  individuals. 

“3rd.  How  long  the  navigation  of  said  canal  will 
be  interrupted  by  said  enlargement,  and  what  amount 
of  tolls  will  be  thereby  lost  to  the  state,  during  the 
time  said  work  is  in  prosecution.” 

The  first  inquiry  is  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
The  board  distinctly  state,  as  their  opinion,  “that 
it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  state  to  proceed  with  the 
enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal,  so  that  it  may  be 
completed  sooner  than  is  contemplated  by  the  act  of 
May  11,  1835.”  And  they  refer  to  their  report  of 
1835,  based  on  the  estimate  that  $1,000,000  would 
be  annually  applicable  to  the  enlargement,  and  that 
that  amount  would  be  gradually  increased.  The 
law  of  11th  May,  1836,  however,  reserved  $400,000 
annually  by  way  of  loan  to  the  general  fund; 
thus  reducing  by  that  amount  the  means  in  the 
hands  of  the  board.  They  believe  the  interest  of 
the  state  requires  that  the  work  should  be  expedi- 
ted, at  least  to  the  extent  of  the  original  plan. 

To  the  second  inquiry,  it  is  answered,  that  “the 
board  do  not  believe  said  enlargement  can  be  com- 
pleted at  the  cost  heretofore  estimated;”  for  the 
reasons  that  changes  have  been  and  will  be  made 
in  the  plans  for  some  of  the  mechanical  work,  and 
in  parts  of  the  line,  and  that  the  price  of  labor  and 
materials  is  higher  than  when  the  estimates  where 
made.  There  has  been  no  estimate  of  damages  to 
individuals,  but  the  board  have  full  confidence  that 
the  appraisements  will  be  made,  under  the  statute, 
with  due  regard  to  the  interest  of  individuals  and 
of  the  state. 

In  reply  to  the  third  inquiry,  the  board  say — 
“It  has  never  been  intended  or  supposed  that  there 
would  be  any  interruption  of  the  navigation  of  the 
canal  during  the  progress  of  the  enlargement.  On 
the  contrary,  the  board  have  uniformly  regarded  it 
as  indispensable,  that  the  navigation  should  be 
maintained,  at  all  hazards;  and  they  have  no  reason 
to  apprehend  that  there  will  be  any  insuperable 
difficulty  in  carrying  this  determination  into  effect. 
No  tolls  will,  therefore,  be  lost  to  the  state  during 
the  enlargement  of  the  canal.”  [Argus. 


Academies  and  colleges  in  New  York. — 
On  the  16th  inst.  the  comptroller  submitted  a state- 
ment, in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  senate, 
showing  the  appropriations  which  have  been  made 
by  the  state  from  time  to  time  in  money,  lottery 
grants,  lands  and  other  property,  to  the  several  col- 
leges and  academies,  not  including  the  annual  dis- 
tributions from  the  literature  fund. 

Columbia  college,  from  1784  to  1817,  $ 

College  of  physicians  and  surgeons  in 
New  York  from  1810  to  1824, 

Union  college  from  1800,  and  d 
lottery  grants, 

Hamilton  college, 

College  of  physicians  and  surgeons  in 
the  western  district,  prior  to  1824. 

Fairfield  academy, 

Johnstown  academy,  in  1826, 

Oxford  academy,  in  1822, 

Onondaga  academy,  in  1825, 

St.  Lawrence  academy,  in  1825, 

Washington  academy,  in  1819, 

Delhi  academy,  in  1820, 

.Montgomery  academy,  in  1821-22, 

Albany  female  academy,  1822  to  ’24 
Middlebury  academy,  1823, 

Lowville  academy,  1824, 

Red  Hook  academy,  1824, 

Mount  Pleasant  academy,  1824, 

Auburn  academy,  1825-6, 

Fredonia  academy,  1825, 

Franklin  academy,  1827, 


$129,023 

75 

69,600 

00 

374,000 

00 

106,800 

00 

15,000 

00 

5,000 

00 

1,600 

00 

2,970 

62 

1,271 

50 

2,500 

00 

3,000 

00 

6,000 

00 

1,418 

82 

1,000 

00 

1,000 

00 

3,000 

00 

1,000 

00 

1,000 

00 

2,000 

00 

1,750 

00 

2,000 

00 

$730,934 

69 

“ ” nave  ueen  granted 

the  Cayuga,  Pompey,  Cortland,  Seneca,  Ononda 
and  Ovid  academies.  [Albany  Argus. 


Western  express  mail.  The  following  letter 
from  the  post  master  general,  was  in  reply  to  one 
addressed  to  him  by  the  lion.  L.  F.  Linn  and  the 
hon.  A.  G.  Harrison  of  Missouri,  inquiring  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  an  express  mail  to  the 
west. 


Post  office  department,  February  16,  1837. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  ISth  ult.  asking 
the  establishment  of  an  express  mail  from  the  eas- 
tern cities  to  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  was  duly  received. 

An  answer  to  your  letter  has  been  purposely  de- 
layed, until  the  results  of  the  experiment  already  in 
progress  should  be  so  far  developed  as  to  enable  me 
to  speak  with  confidence  of  the  practicability  of  an 
extension  of  the  system  without  too  heavy  a charge 
on  the  ordinary  income  of  the  department.  The 
amount  of  postages  on  letters  sent  and  received  by 
the  present  express  mail  at  the  cities  of  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  Washington,  duringthe 
last  month,  were  called  for,  and  the  returns  received 
leave  no  doubt  that  the  southern  express,  during  that 
month  yields  a revenue  exceeding  its  cost.  That  it 
will  largely  add  to  the  general  revenues  of  the  de- 
partment, instead  of  diminishing  them,  there  is  now 
not  a shadow  of  doubt. 

I am,  therefore,  encouraged  to  promise  you,  that 
I will  put  in  operation  an  express  from  this  city 
along  the  route  of  the  national  road  to  St.  Louis, 
passing  through  the  capitals  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  and  connecting  by  a branch  with  Cincinnati 
and  the  south  western  states. 

An  agent  of  the  department  is  now  on  the  great 
mail  line  between  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  St. 
Louis,  with  instructions  to  make  a very  particular 
report  of  the  condition  of  the  road,  and  the  state  of 
the  service.  My  impressions  are,  however,  that  un- 
til better  roads  are  made  through  that  region,  it  is 
impracticable  to  carry  in  winter,  with  any  sort  of 
regularity,  the  immense  mass  of  printed  matter  which 
is  now  sent  by  mail.  An  express,  however,  will 
carry  the  news  to  your  printers  much  sooner,  than 
the  eastern  papers  could,  w7ith  a regular  mail,  reach 
them  or  others  to  whom  they  are  sent,  and  the  con- 
sequence will  be,  that  they  will  enjoy  the  newspa- 
per patronage  of  their  cities  and  the  country  around, 
without  foreign  interference.  The  people  will  get 
the  news  earlier  than  they  do  nowr  and  we  shall  get 
rid  of  the  transportation  of  such  a mass  of  printed 
matter.  Our  ordinary  mail  will  thus  become  light- 
er, and  consequently  more  manageable  and  regular. 

By  these  means,  I hope  by  another  winter  to  se- 
cure a tolerably  regular  transmission  of  intelligence 
to  your  state,  and  remove  those  causes  of  complaint 
which  are  so  annoying  to  you,  and  so  mortifying  to 
me.  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Amos  Kendall. 

Hon.  L.  F.  Linn,  senator,  and 

Hon.  A.  G.  Harrison,  house  of  representatives. 

Interesting  facts  related  by  the  rev.  B.  C. 
Smith,  chaplain  of  the  Auburn  state  prison.  From 
an  examination  of  975  convicts,  it  appears  that  4 
had  been  educated  at  college,  11  had  an  academical 
education,  260  could  read,  write  and  cypher,  21S 
could  read  and  write,  219  could  read,  and  262  could 
not  read. 

Of  975  persons  examined,  736  were  intemperate, 
219  were  temperate  drinkers,  and  20  were  total  ab- 
stinents  from  the  use  of  alcohol.  Five  hundred  and 
eighty-nine,  out  of  975,  committed  the  deeds  that  con- 
signed them  to  the  walls  of  a prison,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  strong  drink. 

Out  of  2,183  persons  discharged  since  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  prison,  but  152  have  been  reconvict- 
ed, or  about  one  of  fourteen.  Since  the  adoption  of 
the  new  system  in  1825,  the  discharges  have  been 
1,735,  the  re-convictions  103,  orone  out  of  seventeen. 

Iron  and  manufactures  thereof.  It  ap- 
pears from  parliamentary  returns  in  England,  that  in 
1835,  twenty-four  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty 
tons  of  foreign  iron  were  imported  while  only  94,383 
tons  of  bar  iron  were  exported.  Of  other  kinds  of 
iron,  the  wreight  exported  in  1835  was  194,590  tons 
in  nails,  machinery,  castings  and  hardware  of  all 
kinds. 

The  return  of  British  hardware  and  cutlery  ex- 
ported in  1835,  amounted  to  20,197  tens,  valued  at 
£ 1,833,049.  Of  this  amount  11,062  tons,  £978,491, 
came  to  the  United  States.  This  was  23  per  cent, 
more  than  in  1834:  and  it  is  probable  that  the  year 
1836  exceeded  1835  by  25  per  cent. 

Military  execution.  A military  execution 
took  place  at  La  Rochelle,  in  France,  on  the  30th 
December,  the  only  event  of  the  kind  at  that  place 
for  six  years;  the  sufferer  was  a soldier  condemned 
to  labor  at  Bellecroix  for  some  breach  of  military 
discipline,  and  disliking  the  restraint  of  the  place, 
he  thought  to  better  his  condition  by  getting  him- 
self transferred  to  the  galleys.  He,  therefore,  kick- 
ed one  of  his  officers,  in  the  hope  of  being  sentenc- 
ed by  a court  martial  to  wear  the  bullet  at  the  bag- 
nio; but,  instead  of  this  punishment,  he  was  sen- 
tenced to  death,  and,  by  way  of  showing  an  exam- 
ple, he  was  shot.  The  person  who  describes  the 


execution,  observes,  that  the  smoke  of  the  volley 
which  ended  the  life  of  this  poor  wretch  had  scarce- 
ly cleared  away,  before  the  laughter  and  light  talk 
of  the  soldiery  present  was  resumed;  and  that  the 
affair  afforded  another  and  a striking  proof  of  the 
futility  of  shedding  human  blood  inThe  vain  hope 
of  extinguishing  crime. 

Short  chimneys  vs.  tall  chimneys.  A dis- 
covery has  been  made  in  chimney  building,  which 
is  likely  to  put  a stop  to  the  building  of  lofty  pillars 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  aw’ay  engine  smoke 
from  manufactories.  The  only  scientific  reason  as- 
signed for  building  these  lofty  stalks  is,  that  the  in- 
creased height  gives  an  amazingly  increased  draught. 
But  it  was  found  that  a chimney  of  the  ordinary 
height,  or  at  most  sixty  or  severity  feet,  which  is  so 
constructed  as  to  have  the  inside  of  the  flue  narrow- 
est at  the  bottom,  and  gradually  widening  as  it  as- 
cends, has  the  effect  of  increasing  the  draught,  and 
burning  the  smoke  in  a much  greater  degree  than  a 
tall  flue  on  the  old  principle.  A chimney  built  on  the 
new  principle  has  the  appearance  outward  of  a tow- 
er, as  it  stands  upon  a large  base,  and  carries  its 
width  on  the  outside  to  the  very  top.  The  cost  is 
not  one-third  of  that  of  one  of  the  tallest  chimneys, 
and  the  danger  from  falling  is  comparatively  small. 
Messrs.  Clarke,  cotton  spinners  in  Glasgow7,  have 
completely  proved  the  superiority  of  the  new  sys- 
tem, having  recently  built  a chimney  on  that  princi- 
ple about  seventy  feet  high.  [Liverpool  Mail. 


RECEPTION  OF  MR.  WEBSTER. 

From  the  New  York  “ Express ” of  the  15 tli  inst. 

In  conformity  with  public  announcement,  yester- 
day at  about  half  past  3 o’clock,  the  honorable  Da- 
niel Webster  arrived  in  this  city  in  the  steam- 
boat Sw7an  from  Philadelphia.  The  intense  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  citizens  to  give  a grateful  recep- 
tion to  this  great  advocate  of  the  constitution,  set 
the  whole  city  in  motion  towards  the  point  of  de- 
barkation, for  nearly  an  hour  before  the  arrival  of 
the  distinguished  visitor.  At  the  moment  when 
the  steamboat  reached  the  pier,  the  assemblage  had 
attained  that  degree  of  density  and  anxiety  to  wit- 
ness the  landing,  that  it  w7as  feared  serious  conse- 
quences would  result. 

At  half  past  3 o’clock  Mr.  Webster  accompanied 
by  Phillip  Hone  and  David  B.  Ogden,  landed  from 
the  boat  amidst  the  deafening  cheers  and  plaudits 
of  the  multitude,  thrice  repeated,  and  took  his  seat 
in  an  open  barouche  provided  for  the  occasion. 

The  procession,  consisting  of  several  hundred 
citizens  upon  horseback,  a large  train  of  carriages 
and  citizens,  formed  upon  State  street,  and  after 
receiving  their  distinguished  guest,  proceeded  with 
great  order  up  Broadway  to  the  apartments  arrang- 
ed for  bis  reception  at  the  American  Hotel. 

The  scene  presented  the  most  gratifying  specta- 
cle. Hundreds  of  citizens  who  had  been  opposed 
to  Mr.  W’ebster  in  politics,  now  that  he  appeared 
as  a private  individual,  came  forth  to  demonstrate 
their  respect  for  his  private  worth  and  to  express 
their  approbation  of  his  personal  character;  and 
thousands  more  who  appreciated  his  principles  and 
political  integrity,  crowded  around  to  convince 
him  of  their  personal  attachment  and  give  evidence 
of  their  approval  of  his  public  acts.  The  wharves, 
the  shipping,  the  housetops  and  windows  and  the 
streets  through  which  the  procession  passed,  were  r 
thronged  with  citizens  of  every  occupation  and  de- 
gree, and  loud  and  continued  cheers  greeted  the 
great  statesman  at  every  point.  There  was  not  a 
greater  number  at  the  reception  of  general  Jackson 
in  this  city,  with  the  exception  of  the  military,  nor 
a greater  degree  of  enthusiasm  manifested  upon  that 
occasion,  than  the  arrival  upon  our  shores  of  Daniel 
Webster. 

At  6 o’clock  in  the  evening,  the  anxious  multi- 
tude began  to  move  towards  Niblo’s  saloon,  where 
Mr.  Webster  was  to  be  addressed  by  the  committee 
of  citizens  delegated  for  that  purpose,  and  to  which 
it  was  expected  he  would  reply.  A large  body  of 
officers  were  upon  the  ground  to  keep  the  assem- 
blage within  bounds,  and  at  a quarter  past  6 the 
doors  w7ere  opened,  when  the  saloon,  garden  and 
avenues  leading  thereto  were  instantly  crowded  to 
overflowing. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Alderman 
Clark,  who  proposed  for  president  David  B.  Ogden, 
which  upon  being  put  to  vote  w7as  unanimously 
adopted. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  elected  vice 
presidents,  viz:  Robert  C.  Cornell,  Jonathan  Good- 
hue,  Joseph  Tucker,  Nathaniel  Weed,  and  Joseph 
Hoxie  and  G.  S.  Robins,  secretaries. 

mr.  Webster’s  speech. 

Mr.  W.  began  his  remarks  at  a quarter  before 
seven  o’clock,  P.  M.  and  concluded  them  at  quar- 
ter past  nine.  When  he  entered  the  saloon,  he  was 
received  with  the  most  deafening  cheers.  The  hall 
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rang  with  the  loud  plaudits  of  the  crowd,  and  every 
hat  was  waving.  So  great  was  the  crowd  in  the 
galleries,  and  such  was  the  apprehension  that  the 
apparently  weak  wooden  columns  which  supported 
would  give  way,  that  Mr.  \V.  was  twice  interrupt- 
ed with  the  appalling  cry  “the  galleries  are  falling,” 
when  only  a window  was  broken,  or  a stove  pipe 
shaken.  The  length  of  the  address  (2j  hours), 
none  too  long,  however,  for  the  audience  would 
with  pleasure  have  tarried  two  hours  longer,  com- 
pels us  to  give  at  present  only  the  heads  of  a speech, 
which  we  would  otherwise  now  report  in  detail. 

After  Mr.  Ogden  had  complimented  Mr.  Webster 
in  a short  address,  as  the  defender  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  as  the  advocate  of  broad  and  liberal,  and 
national  views,  Mr.  W.  returned  his  thanks  to  the 
committee,  and  to  the  auditory  in  general.  If  any 
thing  should  make  a man  feel  proud,  he  said,  it  was 
the  approbation  of  enlightened  men, — it  was  the 
voice  of  a business  community — of  this  great  com- 
mercial metropolis,  the  centre  and  the  heart  of  this 
vast  continent,  which  had  done  so  much  for  the 
commerce  and  honor  of  the  American  name,  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  which  was  doing  so  much 
for  American  industry  in  all  channels  of  this  wide- 
spread republic.  As  a return  for  this  kindness  he 
intended  to  express  himself  freely  and  frankly  upon 
many  of  the  great  questions  of  the  day — “that’s 
right”  (cried  some  one) — with  no  non-committal 
(tremendous  cheering)  without  any  subterfuges,  or 
ifs  or  bats.  “I  will  pour  out  my  sentiments,”  said 
Mr.  W.  and  if  they  be  aught  to  you,  you  shall  have 
them  for  what  they  are  worth. 

Mr.  W.  then  remarked,  that  as  to  that  part  of  the 
address  of  Mr.  Ogden  which  alluded  to  the  broad 
and  national  objects  that  distinguished  his  political 
course,  he  hoped  he  deserved  the  compliment  of  it; 
for  if  there  had  been  any  one  aim  of  his  life,  it  was 
to  be  an  American  statesman,  in  the  amplest  and 
fullest  sense  of  the  word — not  a legislator  for  this 
state,  or  for  that,  but  for  the  whole  union — for  the 
west  as  well  as  the  east.  In  carrying  out  this  ob- 
ject, he  saw  no  reason  why,  when  appropriations 
were  freely  made  for  light  houses,  piers  and  break- 
waters, from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  bay  of  Fun- 
dy,  there  should  be  any  hesitation  as  to  the  appro- 
priations for  like  objects  upon  the  lakes  of  the 
west — for  creating  harbors  there,  where  nature  had 
not  created  them — for  erecting  piers  or  light  houses, 
or  any  other  of  the  aids  of  commerce.  He  saw  no 
reason  for  aiding  commerce  upon  the  Atlantic  which 
did  not  apply  with  as  much  force  to  the  interior. — 
The  very  geography  of  the  country  taught  him  the 
necessity  of  enlarged  and  liberal  views.  If  he 
looked  to  the  west  and  south  west,  he  saw  a river, 
in  one  sense,  an  ocean  there.  If  he  looked  to  the 
lakes,  there  was  another  ocean  there;  and  no  states- 
man, who  laid  claim  to  aught  of  statesmanship, 
could  say  that  there  was  not  as  much  of  propriety, 
and  constitutional  necessity  of  guarding  and  pro- 
tecting the  interests  of  the  people  whose  lot  was 
cast  upon  them,  as  of  doing  the  same  things  upon 
the  Atlantic  coast.  And  yet  in  this  new  era  of 
metaphysical  discussion,  these  objects,  once  ac- 
knowledged to  be  fit  subjects  of  legislative  action, 
were  now  put  out  of  the  pale  of  the  law — and  he 
himself  had  been  called  all  manner  of  a construc- 
tionist, only  for  asking  for  an  appropriation  for  a 
harbor  in  Buffalo! 

Mr.  W.  then  called  the  attention  of  the  people  to 
the  balance  of  power  in  the  departments  of  this  go- 
vernment, and  to  the  manner  in  which  this  balance 
has  been  disordered.  Of  that  remarkable  man 
(gen.  Jackson)  who  had  led  the  armies  of  his  coun- 
try as  a successful  soldier,  he  would  say  nothing  in 
unkindness.  He  wished  him  a happy  and  a safe 
return  to  his  home,  a long  life  there,  and  a content- 
ed one.  He  had  been  on  terms  of  personal  kind- 
ness with  him,  and  he  bore  him  no  ill  will,  and  he 
was  sure  he  (gen.  Jackson)  bore  no  ill  will  to  him. 
The  people  had  sustained  his  administration,  and 
whatever  might  be  his  opinion  of  it,  yet  one  of  the 
just  lessons  he  was  taught,  was  deference  to  that 
will,  if  not  submission  to  it:  and  therefore,  of  the 
motives  of  the  great  head  of  the  government  he 
had  nothing  to  say;  but  his  acts  were  matters  of  re- 
cord— the  common  property  of  the  country — and 
these  he  should  examine  with  that  spirit  and  free- 
dom that  becomes  every  free  citizen  of  a free  land. 
It  was  human  nature,  he  said,  to  exercise  power 
when  it  could  be  got  at,  and  to  believe  it  was  never 
so  well  exercised,  as  when  exercised  by  one’s  self. 
A historian  had  written  of  an  eminent  citizen  of 
Massachusetts,  not  with  justice,  perhaps,  that  he 
had  the  broadest  and  most  patriotic  view  of  human 
liberty.  He  wanted  to  see  the  whole  world  under 
the  government  of  free  principles,  and  a free  con- 
stitution: and  for  that  purpose  he  wished  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  govern  the  world.  But  to  have  the 
United  States  well  governed,  he  thought  it  could 
be  no  where  so  well  governed  as  by  old  Massachu- 


setts, where  he  lived  (a  great  laugh);  but  Massa- 
chusetts, even,  might  stray  from  the  right  path,  and 
to  bring  the  operations  ot  government  within  rea- 
sonable bounds,  he  would  let  Boston  govern  Massa- 
chusetts (great  applause  and  laughter) — “For  my 
own  part,  then,”  said  the  patriotic  man,  “I  should 
be  content  with  a very  little  power — I would  not 
ask  for  much — I would  only  govern  Boston,  the 
city  in  which  I live.”  (Tremendous  cheering.) 
So,  said  Mr.  W.  it  seems  to  be  with  some  of  the 
unambitious  statesmen  of  the  present  day,  who 
seek  liberty  for  all  mankind,  but  who  seek  to  create 
it  after  their  own  way. 

The  balance  of  power  in  this  government,  Mr. 
W.  feared,  was  almost  destroyed  under  the  new 
construction  given  to  the  constitution.  The  great 
tendency  of  things  in  the  whole  world  now  seemed 
to  be  toward  elective  monarchies.  This  tendency 
was  clearly  seen  in  the  old  world,  and  he  could  not 
flatter  himself  that  it  was  not  distinctly  visible  in 
the  new.  The  executive  power  ol'this  country  had 
been  set  down  as  the  representative  of  the  people. 
We  saw  no  such  power  in  the  constitution.  We 
saw  no  such  name  there.  We  read  of  representa- 
tives of  the  people  in  the  house  of  representatives — 
of  senators  representing  the  states  in  the  senate  of 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  executive  power 
called  “the  president” — but  we  no  where  read  of 
this  representative  of  the  people.  Now  if  a man  is  a 
representative  ot  the  people,  he  is  the  people — he  is 
the  sovereign — he  is  the  more  than  monarch,  the 
despot,  for  in  the  people  is  vested  all  power,  and 
when  that  power  is  transferred  to  one  man,  and  he 
is  made  the  representative  of  the  people,  he  is  made 
a despot,  and  thus  we  have  an  elective  monarchy 
in  its  worst  form.  The  claim  and  the  argument  re- 
minded him  of  the  argument  of  a representative 
in  congress,  during  the  last  war,  now  dead.  That 
representative  wanted  to  bring  about  a measure 
which  all  acknowledged  to  be  beneficial,  but  which 
all  acknowledged  at  the  same  time  to  be  very  un- 
constitutional. His  process  of  reasoning  at  last  was 
this:  “Now,  said  he,  one  of  two  things  is  true. 

This  power  is  in  the  constitution,  or  it  is  not. — 
If  it  is  in,  there  is  an  end  of  the  matter,  and  we 
can  do  what  we  want.  If  it  is  not  in,  we  are  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  and  as  all  power  is 
vested  in  the  people,  and  as  we  are  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  why,  we  can  most  certainly  do 
what  we  want!” — (a  loud  laugh). 

The  new  use  that  has  been  made  of  the  appoint- 
ing and  removing  power  has  been  one  of  the  great 
measures  used  for  the  disturbing  of  the  proper  ba- 
lance of  the  constitution.  It  was  a grave  debate, 
soon  after  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  whether 
the  president  could  remove  without  the  consent  of 
the  senate:  and  it  was  decided  that  he  could  only  by 
the  easting  vote  of  the  vice  president — with  what 
seemed  to  Mr.  W.  a great  balance  of  the  argument 
against  the  decision  come  to.  Mr.  W.  then  went 
on  to  argue  that  such  a construction  of  the  constitu- 
tion was  unsound;  and  that  the  exercise  of  it,  par- 
ticularly in  the  creation  of  vacancies,  was  clearly  un- 
constitutional. Mr.  W.  then  commented  upon  the 
dangerous  character  of  this  patronage  when  devot- 
ed for  party  purposes.  It  organized,  he  said,  a paid 
band  of  men  of  leisure,  who  made  politicsm  trade, 
and  who  crushed  the  industrious  citizen  to  whom 
labor  was  made  necessary  as  the  means  of  earning 
a livelihood.  In  1829,  when  gen.  Jackson  was  up- 
on the  eve  of  coming  into  power,  this  question  of 
the  appointing  and  removing  power  had  been  dis- 
cussed for  three  weeks  in  the  secret  session.  These 
three  weeks,  Mr.  W.  said,  displayed  a battle  of  the 
hottest  nght,  and  he  had  seen  some  service,  (great 
cheering)  he  had  ever  seen  in  his  whole  life.  The 
point  was  carried  against  him  and  the  party  with 
which  he  acted.  A whole  row  of  nominations 
made  by  John  Q.  Adams  was  then  left  unacted  up- 
on, on  purpose  to  give  the  new  president  the  power 
of  filling  the  vacancies  with  his  own  partisans.  The 
senate,  in  effect,  gave  the  sanction  of  its  authority 
to  this  new  exercise  of  power.  He  had  then  fore- 
warned the  senate  of  its  consequences.  He  had  told 
senators  at  that  time,  it  would  crush  the  very  men 
who  were  its  advocates;  and  if  the  public  would  re- 
member who  were  some  of  the  prominent  men  of 
the  senate  of  the  administration  party  jn  1829, 
they  would  see  that  it  had  crushed  them.  He 
would  say  nothing  to  add  to  the  deep  chagrin  and 
mortification  he  was  sure  these  gentlemen  must 
now  feel, In  the  creation  of  a power  which,  in 
crushing  them,  was  crushing  the  laws  and  the  con- 
stitution of  the  country  also — but  he  would  say,  if 
the  blow  roust  foil,  it  did  not  fall  amiss. 

Mr.  W.  then  adverting  to  some  other  means  by 
which  the  just  balance  of  government  was  endan- 
gered, called  the  attention  of  the  people  to  the 
public  lands.  This  subject,  he  said,  must  now 
force  itself  upon  the  attention  of  the  northern  peo- 
ple, for  it  was  becoming  one  of  the  greatest  ques- 


tions of  the  present  day.  The  public  lands  he  held 
to  be  the  common  property  of  the  whole  people — 
won  by  the  struggles  of  the  old  thirteen  states,  and 
by  the  common  treasure  of  the  whole  union.  The 
new  idea  that  they  were  the  property  of  the  new 
states,  was  one  of  the  new  notions  of  this  new- 
discovery  age — and  the  new  notion  that  the  new 
states  would  by  and  by,  by  the  strength  of  then- 
representation  in  congress,  be  able  to  seize  them, 
was  yet  the  newest  of  all  the  new  ideas,  for  when 
the  new  states  became  populous  enough  to  have 
great  strength  in  congress,  it  would  require  no  keen 
foresight  to  foresee  that  they  would  not  have  may 
tracts  unsettled  to  seize  upon — their  very  populous- 
ness having  used  up  the  public  lands!  He  was  for 
a liberal  policy  to  the  new  states,  for  donations, 
&c.  for  making  the  public  lands  more  valuable,  by 
the  running  of  rail  roads  over  them,  and  canals 
through  them;  but  he  would  no  more  consent  to 
give  up  the  public  lands  in  the  new  states  to  the 
new  states,  because  they  were  in  the  new  states, 
than  he  would  revenues  collected  in  the  great  city 
of  New  York  do  the  people  of  New  York,  because 
the  custom  house  was  in  New  York — and  yet  he 
had  as  much  right  to  do  one  as  the  other.  (Tre- 
mendous cheers.) 

Mr.  W.  then  adverted  to  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt  and  the  condition  which  it  left  the  re- 
venues of  the  country.  The  remedy  for  the  sur- 
plus, and  justice  to  the  country,  demanded,  as  he 
thought,  the  passing  of  Mr.  Clay’s  land  bill,  which 
of  all  the  lucky  hits  of  the  great  mind  of  that  great 
inan,  he  considered  the  happiest,  (great  cheering). 
The  imports  of  the  country,  apart  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  would  about 
meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  country. 

The  lands  were  extraneous  sources  of  revenue, 
uncommon,  unknown  in  other  legislatures  than  ours, 
and  won  as  they  had  been,  and  purchased  as  they 
had  been,  he  deemed  it  but  fair  that  the  whole  peo- 
ple should  enjoy  the  benefit.  As  for  the  revenue 
from  imports,  he  would  so  manage  it  that  it  should 
be  incidental  to  protection,  so  as  to  guard  the  free 
labor  of  this  country  from  the  pauper  labor  of  Eu- 
rope— the  hard  working  and  independent  artisan 
of  America  from  the  cheap,  starved  and  ragged 
laborer  of  the  old  world.  He  was  but  a moderate 
tariff  man — but  he  would  not  abolish  one  jot  or  one 
tittle  of  that  protection  here  extended  to  honest 
industry,  even  if  it  cost  him  a little,  which  it  did 
not,  and  even  if  it  was  a tax  on  the  community-, 
which  it  was  not — for  he  never  would  be  the  instru  - 
ment  of  reducing  the  now  free,  independent  and 
enterprising  laborers  of  this  country  to  the  condi- 
tion in  which  laborers  were  in  Europe.  Capital 
said  Mr.  W.  needs  no  protection — it  is  lynx-eyed — 
it  can  look  out  for  itself— it  asks  of  government 
only  permanency  and  good  faith  in  its  pleasures, 
and  it  can  shift  itself  at  pleasure,  for  the  capitalist 
always,  has  eyes  wide  open,  as  is  now  seen  in  New 
York — but  labor  asks  and  needs  protection  of  the 
government,  and  it  must  have  it,  or  it  will  pine 
away  and  starve.  Mr.  W,  after  passing  a great 
compliment  to  John  Hancock  and  the  mechanics 
of  Boston,  headed  in  revolutionary  times  by  Paul 
Revere,  passed  on  to  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject of  Texas  and  Texian  independence. 

Mr.  Webster  said  that  it  was  his  wish  now  and 
always  to  be  understood  by  his  friends,  upon  all 
questions  of  a public  character — to  give  his  reasons 
for  what  he  had  done,  and  for  what  he  had  left  un- 
done. During  the  late  congress  the  public  had 
been  much  agitated  in  regard  to  Texas.  We  have 
seen  events  in  connexion  with  this  new  country-, 
almost  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
In  the  brief  period  of  a very  few  years,  Texas  has 
separated  herself  from  her  mother  country,  fought 
her  battles  and  established  her  independence.  So 
far  as  one  might  judge  from  the  signs  of  the  times, 
there  was  no  probability  that  Mexico  would  again 
attempt  to  set  up  her  authority  over  her  revolted 
province.  It  was  well,  perhaps,  that  she  should 
not,  and  well  also,  that  Texas  should  be  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  neither  of  us,  nor  among  us,  but 
our  neighbor  and  our  friend,  living  with  us  upon 
terms  of  fraternal  friendship.  “Such,”  said  Mr. 
Webster,  “have  been  my  opinions  in  congress  and 
out  of  congress.  I do  not  wish  to  add  another  acre 
of  land  to  our  vast  and  overgrown  dominions.  And 
in  the  present  excited  state  of  the  public  mind,” 
said  he,  ‘flt  becomes  a grave  question  whether  it 
is  well  to  increase  our  territory  by  the  annexation 
of  an  additional  slave  state  and  slave  population  to 
the- union.”  He  then  referred  to  the  original  com- 
pact of  the  thirteen  states,  and  declared  that  com- 
pact to  be  an  act  of  compromise  between  the  se- 
veral states  who  then  formed  a national  partnership 
for  mutual  benefits.  At  that  time  no  one  sup- 
posed there  would  be  an  enlargement  of  our  ter- 
ritory— but  in  the  progress  of  events  it  seemed  to 
be  necessary  to  add  Louisiana  to  our  borders,  Since 
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then  we  have  increased  in  territory,  in  the  number 
of  states,  and  in  our  population;  but  new  members 
had  been  added  to  the  original  family  only  by  the 
mutual  good  wishes  and  support  of  all.  But  it  is 
now  time  that  there  should  be  a limitation  to  our 
territory,  at  least,  that  we  should  not  be  in  haste  to 
annex  a new  slave  state  to  the  union.”  He  thought 
in  times  like  these  it  would  be  wrong  to  give  a vote 
that  could  possibly  be  the  means  of  increasing  the 
slavery  of  the  African  race.  “There  is,”  said  he, 
“a  deep  feeling  abroad  against  it — one  that  is  deep-, 
ly  exciting  the  public  mind,  fearful  in  its  conse- 
quences— threatening  us  at  all  times  with  a storm 
that  may  sweep  away  the  firmest  pillars  of  the  re- 
public.” This  feeling,  said  Mr.  Webster,  is  of  a 
religious  character — one  of  all  others,  the  most 
powerful  and  most  important — that  calls  into  action 
every  principle  of  the  heart  and  mind — that  agitates 
the  whole  man,  and  with  a power  almost  omnipo- 
tent in  itself,  that  can  crush  to  atoms  the  works  of 
ages,  and  prostrate  the  toil  and  experience  of  all 
preceding  time.  Let  us,  said  Mr.  Webster,  be- 
ware of  this  agitation  and  excitement. 

Mr.  W.  came  to  the  currency;  (the  audience 
then  gave  the  deepest  attention),  Mr.  W.  review- 
ed the  whole  history  of  the  war  against  the  bank 
of  the  United  States.  It  was  remarkable,  he  said, 
that  during  the  excited  state  of  the  public  mind, 
from  1824  to  1828,  when  general  Jackson  was 
brought  forward  to  oust  Mr.  Adams,  that  not  one 
word,  even  in  one  partisan  print,  so  far  as  he 
knew,  was  ever  said  against  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States,  either  questioning  its  constitutionality,  or 
doubting  its  solvency,  purity  or  great  service  to  the 
country.  The  message  of  1829  was  the  first  onset 
made  upon  it,  but  this  only  clouded  and  ques- 
tioned, and  denied  that  it  answered  the  purpose  of 
its  creation  in  the  regulation  of  the  currency.  “It  is 
within  my  own  knowledge,”  said  Mr.  W.  “.that 
an  attempt  was  made  by  the  party  in  power,  to 
make  the  bank  engage  in  the  contests  of  the  day; 
and,  when  it  refused  to  engage  in  these  contests, 
war  was  made  upon  it.”  Lists  of  directors  were 
sent  from  Washington  to  Philadelphia,  who  would 
loan  money  to  political  friends,  and  when  these 
tests  were  rejected,  the  war  waxed  warmer.  The 
other  messages  of  general  Jackson  in  opposition  to 
the  bank — the  incorporation  of  the  bank  in  1832 — 
the  veto— and  subsequent  financial  difficulties — 
loans  in  the  western  states — foreign  capital,  &c. 
were  alluded  to.  Mr.  Webster  then  came  to  the 
treasury  circular,  and  related  the  history  of  the  late 
legislature  upon  it.  “A  member  of  congress,”  said 
he  “prepared  this  very  treasury  order  in  1836,  but 
the  only  vote  he  got  for  it  was  his  own — he  stood 
“solitary”  and  “alone,”  (a  laugh),  and  yet  eleven 
days  after  congress  had  adjoured — only  six  months 
after  the  president  in  his  annual  message  had  con- 
gratulated the  people  upon  the  prosperous  sales  of 
the  public  lands,  this  order  came  out  in  known  and 
direct  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  nine-tenths  of 
the  members  of  congress!  If  he  himself  had  had 
power  he  would  have  voted  for  Mr.  Ewing’s  pro- 
position to  repeal  the  order,  in  terms  which  Mr. 
Butler  and  the  late  president  could  not  have  mis- 
understood; but  power  was  so  strong,  and  members 
of  congress  had  now  become  so  delicate  about  giving 
offence  to  it,  that  it  would  not  do,  for  the  world,  to 
repeal  the  obnoxious  circular,  plainly  and  forthwith; 
but  the  ingenuity  of  the  friends  of  the  administration 
must  dodge  around  it,  and  over  it — and  now  Mr. 
Butler  had  the  unkindness  to  tell  them  that  their 
views  neither  he,  lawyer  as  he  is,  nor  the  presi- 
dent could  possibly  understand,  (a  laugh),  and 
that  as  it  could  not  be  understood  the  president 
had  pocketed  it — and  left  it  upon  the  archives  of 
state,  no  doubt  to  be  studied  there.  Mr  W.  would 
call  attention  to  the  remarkable  fact,  that  though  the 
senate  acted  upon  this  currency  bill  in  session,  yet 
it  was  put  off,  and  put  off — so  that  by  no  action 
upon  it  before  the  ten  days  allowed  the  president 
by  the  constitution,  the  power  over  it  was  com- 
pletely in  his  will,  even  though  the  whole  nation 
and  every  member  of  congress  wished  for  its  repeal. 
Mr.  W.  however,  believed  that  such  was  the  pres- 
sure of  public  opinion  upon  the  new  president,  that 
it  must  soon  be  repealed.  But  it  was  a melancholy 
fact,  that  we  are  compelled  to  look  to  the  executive, 
so  as  to  know  in  what  money  we  shall  pay  our 
debts,  whether  in  hard  or  in  paper  money — whether 
to-day  in  this  bank  note,  or  to-morrow  in  this  piece 
of  gold,  or  that  piece  of  silver;  for,  since  the  exe- 
cutive has  undertaken  the  regulation  of  the  cur- 
rency, and  has  snatched  that  power  from  congress, 
there  is  no  equality — no  confidence — no  knowledge 
to-day  what  may  be  done  to-morrow. 

Mr.  W.  then  alluded  to  the  great  measures  which 
he  had  supported  in  the  last  congress,  and  which 
had  unhappily  failed.  He  then  concluded  in  one 
of  those  powerful  bursts  of  eloquence  which  he  can 
always  summon  at  his  bidding— alluding  to  his 


own  life,  pledges — the  duty  of  good  citizens  in 
trying  times — the  power  of  minorities,  and  their 
success  in  checking  bad  measures.  This  part  of 
the  speech  was  repeatedly  interrupted  by  the  most 
enthusiastic  cheering  from  all  parts  of  the  house. 
No  pen  but  his  own  can  do  it  justice. 

AGENT— DEPOSITE  BANKS. 

House  of  representatives,  March  1,  1837. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MINORITY. 

Mr.  Peyton,  from  the  select  committee  appointed 
by  the  house  of  representatives  on  the  3d  of  Janua- 
ry, 1837,  to  inquire  whether  the  several  banks  em- 
ployed for  the  deposite  of  the  public  money  have 
all  or  any  of  them  employed  an  agent  to  reside  at 
the  seat  of  government,  to  transact  their  business 
with  the  treasury  department;  what  is  the  charac- 
ter of  the  business  which  he  is  so  employed  to  trans- 
act, and  what  compensation  he  receives;  whether 
such  agent,  if  there  be  one,  has  been  employed  at 
tha  request  or  through  the  procurement  of  the  trea- 
sury department;  whether  the  business  of  the  trea- 
sury department  with  such  banks  is  transacted 
through  the  said  agent;  and  whether,  in  the  trans- 
action of  any  business  confided  to  said  agent,  he 
receives  any  compensation  from  the  treasury  de- 
partment, submitted  the  following  as  the  views  ol 
the  said  minority. 

The  resolution  of  the  house  resolves  itself  into 
six  distinct  heads: 

1st.  Have  all  or  any  of  the  deposite  banks  em- 
ployed an  agent  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  government 
for  the  purpose  of  transacting  their  business  with 
the  treasury  department? 

2d.  What  is  the  character  of  the  business  he  is  so 
employed  to  transact? 

3d.  What  compensation  does  he  receive? 

4th.  Was  such  agent  or  agents  employed  at  the 
request  or  through  the  procurement  of  the  treasury 
department? 

5th.  Is  the  business  of  the  treasury  department 
conducted  through  the  said  agent? 

6th.  Does  he  receive  any  compensation  from  the 
treasury  department? 

First.  Have  all  or  any  of  the  deposite  banks  em- 
ployed such  an  agent  as  is  described  in  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  house?  The  creation  and  object  of  the 
agency,  the  employment  of  the  agent,  and  character 
of  his  business,  are  so  inseparably  connected,  that 
they  will  be  considered  together.  An  agency  of 
some  kind  appears  to  have  been  contemplated  from 
the  earliest  inception  of  the  project  of  substituting 
the  state  banks  as  fiscal  agents  in  the  place  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  instructions  communicated  by  the  presi- 
dent through  the  secretary  to  Amos  Kendall,  spe- 
cial agent  of  the  department,  who  was  appointed 
on  the  23d  day  of  July,  1833,  to  visit  the  state 
banks,  make  certain  propositions  and  inquiries  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  upon  what  terms  and 
conditions  they  would  receive  the  public  deposites 
and  become  fiscal  agents  of  the  government,  it  is 
stated  as  follows,  to  wit: 

“That  the  said  banks  will  render,  or  cause  to  be 
rendered,  every  service  without  charge,  which  can 
now  be  lawfully  required  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States.” 

“That  the  primary  and  secondary  banks  shall 
make  returns  of  their  entire  condition  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  monthly,  or  oftener  if  he  shall 
require  it,  and  report  to  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States  the  state  of  his  deposites  with  them  respec- 
tively, and  that  they  shall  also  subject  themselves 
to  a critical  examination  of  their  books  and  trans- 
actions by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  or  an  au- 
thorised agent,  whenever  the  secretary  may  require 
it.” 

In  the  proposition  submitted  by  Mr.  Kendall  to 
the  banks,  it  is  stated  as  follows: 

“That  your  bank  shall  submit  its  books  and  trans- 
actions to  a critical  examination  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  or  any  agent  authorised  by  him,  when- 
ever he  shall  require  it,  and  shall  pay  a due  propor- 
tion of  the  expenses  attending  the  appointment  of 
an  agent  from  time  to  time,  either  temporary  or  per 
manent,  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  accounts 
of  the  banks  which  may  be  employed  by  the  govern- 
ment.” 

In  the  contracts  made  between  the  treasury  de 
partment  and  the  banks  who  become  depositories  of 
the  public  money  before  the  passage  cff  the  act  of 
congress  regulating  the  deposites,  on  the  23d  day  of 
June,  1836,  will  be  found  the  following  stipulations, 
to  wit: 

“Articles  of  agreement  of  the  bank  of  the  Metro- 
polis with  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  October  9, 
1833.  If  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  think 
proper  to  employ  an  agent  or  agents  to  examine  and 
report  upon  the  accounts  and  condition  of  the  banks 
in  the  service  of  the  government,  or  any  of  them, 
the  said  bank  agrees  to  pay  an  equitable  proportion 


of  his  or  their  expenses  and  compensation,  accord- 
ing to  such  apportionment  as  may  be  made  by  the 
said  secretary.” 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  necessily  for  an  agent 
has  been  admitted,  his_  appointment  contemplated; 
and  his  compensation  provided  for,  to  be  paid  by 
the  deposite  banks,  from  the  first  inception  to  the 
final  consummation  of  the  present  scheme  of  state 
depositories.  Is  there  or  is  there  not  in  substance, 
if  not  in  form,  such  an  agency  as  is  contemplated 
by  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives? 
That  there  is,  the  minority  of  the  committee  think 
is  susceptible  of  the  clearest  demonstration,  from 
the  evidence  which  has  been  taken  by  the  com- 
mittee. It  is  true  that  the  law  contemplates  a 
known  responsible  agent,  to  be  placed  as  a guard 
over  the  public  money  in  the  deposite  banks;  the 
present  is  a secret,  illegitimate,  irresponsible  agent, 
placed  by  the  banks  as  a spy  over  the  treasury  de- 
partment, with  an  interest  adverse  to  that  of  the  pub- 
lic. That  there  is  now,  and  has  been  since  a short 
time  after  the  hon.  R.  B.  Taney  left  the  head  of  the 
treasury  department,  resident  at  this  city  an  agent 
of  many  of  the  deposite  banks,  will  abundantly  ap- 
pear from  the  testimony  taken  by  the  committee. — 
It  is  equally  manifest,  from  the  evidence,  that  no 
such  agency  was  established  while  the  hon.  William 
J.  Duane  or  the  hon.  R.  B.  Taney  was  at  the  head 
of  the  treasury,  notwithstanding  extraordinary  ef- 
forts were  made  to  accomplish  that  object  during 
their  administration  of  the  department. 

The  first  effort  which  appears  to  have  been  made 
by  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  who  is  the  principal  agent 
of  the  deposite  banks  in  this  city,  is  shown  by  a 
letter  from  the  said  Whitney  to  William  J.  Duane, 
then  secretary  of  the  treasury,  bearing  date  Wash- 
ington, June  15,  1833,  a few  months  after  the  said 
Duane  went  into  office,  and  several  months  before 
the  deposites  were  removed  from  the  bank  of  the 
United  States.  This  letter  begins  with  the  follow- 
ing sentence: 

“Having  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  president 
to  a great  degree  upon  the  subject  of  the  bank,  and 
that  which  relates  to  it,  in  which  he  has  taken  an 
interest,  and  knowing  the  views  of  the  president 
upon  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posites, and  that  he  does  not  now  look  upon  that 
as  a mere  isolated  measure,  but  as  a part  of,  and 
connected  with,  the  general  policy  of  his  adminis- 
tration, therefore  I look  upon  that  measure  as  defi- 
nitively resolved  upon  so  far  as  his  views  and  re- 
commendation have  weight  and  influence.”  He 
adds:  “I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  presi- 
dent will  forward  a communication  from  New  York 
to  you,  expressive  of  his  views  and  wishes  upon  the 
subject.” 

He  (Whitney)  suggests  the  importance  of  the 
agency,  and  makes  a tender  of  his  services,  and 
adds: 

“I  have  never  spoken  to  the  president  upon  this 
subject,  but  circumstances  lead  me  to  think  that  I 
should  not  be  otherwise  than  perfectly  accepta- 
ble to  him.  The' only  persons  to  whom  I have  men- 
tioned the  subject,  connected  with  the  government, 
are  Messrs.  Taney  and  Kendall;  to  the  former  gen- 
tleman a week  since,  at  Baltimore,  who  replied  in 
these  words:  ‘I  have  always  understood,  and  taken 
it  for  granted,  that  you  were  to  have  the  situation 
when  it  is  created.’  ” 

It  is  due  to  the  chief  justice  to  state  that  he  gives 
to  the  above  statement,  upon  his  oath,  an  unquali- 
fied contradiction.  But  with  this  imposing  array  of 
high  officers,  including  the  president  himself,  when 
said  Whitney  approached  Mr.  Duane,  then  newly 
installed  secretary  of  the  treasury,  it  was  ol  no  avail; 
he  received  no  encouragement,  as  the  following  ex- 
tract from  Mr.  Duane’s  letter  so  highly  creditable 
to  him  will  show.  He  says,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Whit- 
ney: 

“Whenever  the  president  shall  express  his  wishes 
in  relation  to  any  subject,  or  with  regard  to  your- 
self, I will  so  act,  I trust,  as  to  merit  the  respect  of 
the  president,  and  preserve  my  own.” 

[See  the  letters  at  large  on  the  printed  appendix 
to  the  journal.] 

The  efforts  of  said  W’hitney  to  procure  the  agen- 
cy while  the  hon.  R.  B.  Taney  w7as  at  the  head  of 
the  treasury,  were  no  less  extraordinary,  and  attend- 
ed with  no  better  success.  In  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber, 1833,  the  said  Whitney  draughted  a letter,  and 
procuring  the  co-operation  of  six  ot  the  principal 
banks  in  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Boston, 
caused  himself  to  be  recommended  to  the  hon.  R. 
B.  Taney,  then  secretary,  as  a person  every  way 
qualified  to  take  charge  of  a bureau  to  be  created  in 
the  treasury  department,  at  a salary  of  five  thousand 
dollars  per  annum.  According  to  this  scheme,  the 
treasury  department  was  to  be  assimilated  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  while  the  deposite  banks 
were  to  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  branches  of  the 
mother  bank,  (the  treasury),  and  Mr.  Whitney,  at 
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the  head  of  hid  bureau,  was  to  represent  a committee 
of  the  board  of  directors,  called  “the  committee  on 
the  branches.  In  this  department  their  returns  are 
received  and  examined,  their  operations  inspected, 
and  the  general  correspondence  attended  to.”  The 
original  of  this  letter,  of  which  a copy  is  herewith 
appended,  is  acknowledged  by  said  Whitney,  in  his 
examination  before  the  committee,  to  have  been 
written  by  himself. 

Whether  Mr.  Taney  made  a written  reply  to  this 
letter  does  not  appear.  If  he  did,  however,  it  could 
not  have  been  favorable  to  its  object,  or  that  reply 
would  probably  have  been  used,  as  the  reply  of  Mr. 
Woodbury  to  the  same  communication  has  since 
been  used  by  said  Whitney,  as  a recommendation 
to  the  state  banks  to  employ  him  as  their  agent. 
There  are  two  distinct  propositions  contained  in 
the  letter  now  under  consideration:  1st,  to  create  a 
bureau  in  the  treasury  department;  2d,  that  Mr. 
Whitney  shall  be  placed  at  the  head  of  that  bureau. 
That  Mr.  Taney  was  unequivocally  opposed  to  each 
proposition,  is  manifest  from  his  letters  to  Thomas 
Ellicottand  Reverdy  Johnson,  esqrs.  as  well  as  his 
evidence,  reported  to  the  house.  (For  letters  see 
appendix.) 

After  Messrs.  Duane  and  Taney  had  retired  from 
the  treasury,  and  the  hon.  Levi  Woodbury  was 
laced  over  that  department,  Mr.  Whitney  renewed 
is  efforts  with  better  success,  and  accomplished 
his  object  in  an  indirect  manner,  obtaining  a better 
salary  than  he  would  have  received  at  the  head  of 
the  proposed  bureau,  with  the  power  to  increase  his 
compensation  without  any  other  limit  or  restraint 
than  what  the  banks  themselves  might  be  able  to 
oppose  to  his  demands,  while  his  situation  opened 
a field  of  speculation  difficult  to  resist  by  any  one 
who  is  subject  to  the  influence  of  great  pecuniary 
temptation.  Mr.  Whitney  enclosed  the  said  letter 
from  the  six  deposite  banks  in  Philadelphia,  New 
York  and  Boston  sent  by  them  to  Mr.  Taney,  to 
Mr.  Woodbury,  in  his  letter  of  the  4th  November, 
1S34,  which  letter  is  as  follows: 

Washington,  Nov.  4,  1834. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  letter,  signed  by  the  deposite 
banks  in  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Boston,  ad- 
dressed to  the  hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  was  communicated  to  him  in  October  of 
last  year. 

At  that  time  it  was  deemed  best  to  defer  acting 
upon  it  until  after  the  meeting  of  congress.  That 
body  met  and  adjourned,  without  any  definitive  le- 
gislation upon  the  subject  of  the  deposite  banks. — 
The  same,  we  have  good  reasons  to  suppose,  will 
. be  the  result  of  the  approaching  session,  if  renew- 
ed legislation  shall  be  proposed.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  many  well-informed  persons,  that  the  public  in- 
terests, as  well  as  those  of  the  deposite  banks,  will 
be  greatly  promoted  at  this  time  by  the  aid  and  ac- 
tion of  a central  agency,  established  upon  some 
principle,  particularly  in  relation  to  organizing  and 
permanently  establishing  a system  of  domestic  ex- 
changes throughout  the  country,  with  which  its  ge- 
neral interests  and  that  of  the  currency  are  so  deep- 
ly connected. 

In  many  other  respects,  it  is  believed  that  such 
an  agency  will  be  equally  beneficial. 

I take  the  liberty  of  enclosing,  herewith,  the  let- 
ter containing  the  suggestions  of  the  deposite  banks 
before  alluded  to,  for  your  consideration,  or  adop- 
tion of  any  course  which  you  may  think  proper  in 
relation  to  the  same.  I am,  with  respect,  your 
most  obedient  servant.  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  treasury,  Washington. 
Hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  sec.  of  the  treasury,  Washington: 

Sir:  The  contract  between  the  state  banks  and 
the  department  over  which  you  preside,  in  relation 
to  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  re- 
venue, contemplates  the  appointment,  and  stipu- 
lates for  the  payment,  by  the  said  banks,  of  an 
agent  or  agents,  as  well  as  the  payment  of  all  the 
expenses  incurred  by  the  department  arising  out  of 
the  late  transfer  of  the  public  business  to  those  in- 
stitutions. We  deem  it  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  the  permanent  success  of  the  measure,  that  a 
uniform  system  of  operations  should  be  adopted  by 
all  the  banks  which  may  be  selected  by  the  govern- 
ment as  its  fiscal  agents.  In  proportion  as  this  sys- 
tem shall  be  well  digested  and  executed,  will  be 
the  soundness  and  equality  of  value,  throughout  the 
union,  of  the  circulating  medium.;  and  upon  it  will 
depend  the  degree  of  convenience  or  inconvenience 
which  may  be  felt  by  the  public  in  consequence  of 
the  recent  change. 

To  secure  these  important  objects  great  vigilance 
will  be  required.  The  operations  of  the  selected 
banks  must  be  specially  and  carefully  observed, 
particularly  in  reference  to  their  dealings  in  inland 
bills,  their  local  discounts,  their  issues  of  paper, 
and  their  provisions  for  redeeming  that  paper  at  the 
remote  points  to  which  it  will  be  carried  by  the  na- 
tural current  of  trade.  We  consider  that  there  is  a 


strong  analogy  between  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  branches,  as  at  present  organized,  and 
the  treasury  and  its  selected  bank  agents,  when  the 
selection  and  appointment  shall  be  finally  complet- 
ed. The  business  of  the  officers  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  is  confided  to  a committee  of  the 
board  of  directors,  called  “the  committee  on  the 
branches;”  and  one  department,  in  the  mother  bank, 
is  exclusively  charged  with  the  business  of  those 
offices.  In  this  department  their  returns  are  re- 
ceived and  examined,  their  operations  inspected, 
and  the  general  correspondence  attended  to.  We 
respectfully  suggest,  that  we  believe  the  success  of 
the  measure  now  in  progress  of  completion  will  be 
much  promoted,  and  all  the  banks  employed  essen- 
tially benefited,  by  the  creation  of  a bureau  in  the 
treasury  department  for  the  discharge  of  duties  of  a 
similar  character.  The  benefits  which  would  re- 
sult to  the  banks  employed,  we  believe,  would  far 
outweigh  any  consideration  of  the  expense  which 
it  might  occasion.  Practical  talent  would  be  most 
effective,  and,  consequently,  most  serviceable. 

With  these  preliminary  observations,  we  most  re- 
spectfully solicit  that  such  a bureau  may  be  created 
in  your  department,  and,  at  the  same  time,  we  take 
the  liberty  to  recommend  as  a proper  person  to  take 
charge  of  the  same,  Mr.  R.  M.  Whitney,  of  Phila- 
delphia, who,  from  his  great  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  his  practical  knowledge  of  finance  and 
banking,  we  believe  to  be  in  every  way  qualified 
satisfactorily  to  perform,  under  your  supervision, 
the  duties  of  the  station.  Should  you  tfiink  proper 
to  adopt  our  suggestion,  and  appoint  Mr.  Whitney, 
we  will  cheerfully  contribute  our  portion  of  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  as  his  sa- 
lary, and  a full  share  of  all  the  other  expenses 
which,  in  your  opinion,  may  be  necessary  to  give 
effect  to  this  project,  arising  either  from  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  additional  agent  or  agents,  or  from 
any  other  arrangements  which  may  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient by  you. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  most  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servants, 

On  behalf  of  the  Girard  bank,  Philadelphia,  Oc- 
tober 3,  1833.  By  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 

W.  D.  LEWIS,  cashier. 

On  behalf  of  the  Manhattan  company,  New  York, 
October  7,  1833.  By  order  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors. ROBERT  WHITE,  cashier. 

On  behalf  of  the  Mechanics’  bank,  New  York. — 
By  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 

H.  BALDWIN,  cashier. 

Without  the  expression  of  any  opinion  in  relation 
to  the  “preliminary  observations,”  on  behalf  of  the 
bank  of  America,  New  York,  October  8,  1S33. — 
By  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 

J.  TAYLOR,  cashier. 

On  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  bank,  Boston, 
October  10,  1833.  By  order  of  the  directors. 

CHARLES  HOOD,  cashier. 

On  behalf  of  the  Merchants’  bank,  Boston,  Oc- 
tober 18, 1833.  By  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 

FRANKLIN  HAVEN,  cashier. 

In  this  letter  of  Mr.  Whitney  he  appears  to  have 
abandoned  nothing  of  his  original  purpose  except  in 
the  mode  and  manner  of  accomplishing  the  same. 
He  adheres  to  the  objects  of  the  agency,  but  appears 
to  be  prepared  to  give  up  the  treasury  bureau  for  a 
central  agency  established  upon  “some  principle, 
particularly  in  relation  to  organizing  and  perma- 
nently establishing  a system  of  domestic  exchanges 
throughout  the  country,  with  which  its  general  in- 
terests and  that  of  the  currency  are  so  deeply  con- 
nected. “In  many  other  respects”  (he  continues) 
“it  is  believed  that  such  an  agency  will  be  equally 
beneficial.  I take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  herewith 
the  letter  containing  the  suggestions  of  the  deposite 
banks  before  alluded  to,  for  your  consideration  or 
adoption”  (not  of  the  bureau,  but)  “of  any  course 
you  may  think  proper  in  relation  to  the  same.”  To 
which  Mr.  Woodbury  returned  the  following  an- 
swer: 

Treasury  department,  Nov.  5,  1834. 

Sir:  Your  communication,  addressed  to  my  pr&- 
decessor,  has  been  perused  by  me,  and,  in  reply,  I 
would  observe  that  my  own  views  in  relation  to  its 
contents  correspond,  it  is  believed,  substantially, 
with  those  entertained  by  him.  But,  though  we 
both  have  been  satisfied  that,  under  the  present 
laws  and  appropriations  applicable  to  the  treasury 
department,  no  such  agency  as  that  proposed  can 
be  established  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  yet 
it  must  be  obvious  that  the  selected  banks  them- 
selves might,  in  a fiscal  and  commercial  view,  de- 
rive great  advantage  from  the  services  and  corres- 
pondence of  an  agent  of  their  own,  resident  in  this 
city,  and  devoting  special  attention  to  their  inter- 
ests. I hardly  need  assure  you  that,  in  respect  to 
information  in  the  possession  of  this  department, 
which  might  be  deemed  useful,  and  which  could  be 
furnished  without  detriment  to  the  public  welfare, 


it  would  at  all  times  be  cheerfully  given  to  any 
such  agent  of  any  of  the  selected  banks.  I am, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  tec.  of  the  treasury. 

R.  M.  Whitney,  esq.  Washington. 

If  it  were  possible  to  misunderstand  the  effect 
and  intention  of  Mr.  Woodbury’s  letter,  he  has  ex- 
plained both  in  his  communication  to  the  commit- 
tee. (See  journal  of  committee,  page  12.)  He 
says: 

“To  that  application  I made  answer  the  ensuing 
day,  stating  wnat  was  my  own  opinion  and  what 
was  understood  to  be  the  opinion  of  my  predeces- 
sor, (corresponding  with  my  own),  that  the  treasu- 
ry department,  under  the  existing  laws,  had  no  au- 
thority to  constitute  any  such  office  or  agency,  and, 
if  one  was  appointed,  it  must  be  done  by  the  banks 
themselves.” 

It  is  manifest  that  the  same  object  was  to  be  ac- 
complished, the  same  agency  to  be  constituted,  the 
same  officer  to  be  appointed  by  the  banks  them- 
selves, which  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had 
been  applied  to  constitute,  but  which  he  declined, 
alleging  as  a reason  the  want  of  power  “under  the 
existing  laws.”  About  the  same  time  that  Mr. 
Woodbury  made  those  suggestions,  on  the  5th  No- 
vember, 1834,  Mr.  Whitney  obtained  a letter  dated 
Washington,  8th  November,  1834,  of  which  he 
speaks  as  follows,  in  a letter  addressed  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont: 

“With  this  I forward  you  the  copy  of  a letter 
written  by  a person  high  in  the  confidence  of  the 
executive  to  some  friends  in  New  York  and  Bos- 
ton.” 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  anonymous 
letter  to  which  he  referred  tor  a more  particular  un- 
derstanding of  the  objects  of  the  agency,  and  the 
character  of  the  business  which  was  to  be  commit- 
ted to  his  charge: 

“The  president  and  secretary  of  the  treasury,  I 
know,  view  the  subject  in  the  same  light  that  I do, 
and  will  be  gratified  if  the  banks  will  establish  such 
an  agency;  and  from  his  talents,  experience  and 
fidelity,  no  appointment  would  be  more  acceptable 
to  them  than  that  of  Mr.  Whitney,  who  has  already 
been  recommended  to  the  department.” 

The  chief  clerk  in  the  treasury  department, 
McClintock  Young,  esq.  states  as  follows,  (see  page 
96,  journal  of  the  committee:) 

“Question  1.  State  all  you  know  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  inquiry  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the 
house,  which  is  now  before  you. 

“Answer.  There  is  an  agent  of  some  of  the  de- 
posite banks  residing  in  Washington,  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney. My  information  on  the  subject  is  derived, 
partly  from  letters  from  banks  on  file  in  the  treasu- 
ry department,  and  partly  from  having  heard  Mr. 
Whitney  say  he  was  employed  by  some  of  the 
banks  as  their  agent.  I know  nothing  of  any  agree- 
ment or  contract  he  may  have  with  any  of  those 
banks.  The  character  of  his  business  I believe  to. 
be,  to  attend  to  their  interests  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
their  connexion  with  the  treasury  department;  that 
is,  he  attends  generally  to  all  matters  in  which  their 
operations  are  required,  in  relation  to  the  keeping, 
disbursing  and  transferring  of  the  public  money. — 
Those  operations  sometimes  operate,  as  the  banks 
say,  injuriously  to  their  interests,  and  he  has  fre- 
quently called  on  the  secretary,  and  other  arrange- 
ments have  been  made,  I presume  and  believe,  on 
his  representations,”  &c.  &.c. 

“2d.  To  the  same.  Does  he,  or  does  he  not,  ex- 
amine the  returns,  &c.  of  the  deposite  banks  and 
prepare  the  statement  of  their  condition? 

“Answer.  He  is  allowed  to  have  access  to  the  re- 
turns made  to  the  department  by  the  deposite  banks. 
He  has  prepared  tabular  statements  of  their  condi- 
tion for  the  information  of  the  several  banks. 

“2d.  Are  these  statements  substantially  commu- 
nicated to  congress?  Have  you  any  recollection  of 
such  an  instance? 

“Answer.  I know  of  but  on#  such  statement, 
prepared  by  him,  having  been  communicated  to 
congress,  and  that  was  appended  to  the  secretary’s 
annual  report,  I believe  at  the  session  of  1835— ’6, 
The  document  so  transmitted  was,  I believe,  revis- 
ed by  one  of  the  clerks  regularly  employed  for  the 
purpose.”  (P.  96  and  97  ot  journal.) 

Samuel  McKean,  esq.  a clerk  in  the  department, 
says,  in  answer  to  the  8th  interrogatory: 

“Mr.  Whitney  prepared  a tabular  statement  show- 
in"-  the' condition  of  the  deposite  banks,  near  the  1st 
Jan.  1835,  a copy  of  which  was  appended  to  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  secretary  to  congress,  in  December, 
1835.  I cannot  state  positively  whether  that  table 
was  examined  by  any  person  in  the  office.  There 
was  annexed  to  that  table  a statement  showing  the 
exchange  operations  of  some  of  the  banks,  which 
I understood  was  prepared  by  one  of  the  clerks  in 
the  office  from  information  furnished  by  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, Mr,  Whitney  also  prepared  ft  table  of  the 
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same  description,  showing  the  condition  of  the  de- 
posite  banks,  1st  December,  1835.  This  table  was 
very  carefully  examined  and  compared  by  myself 
with  the  statements  received  from  the  banks,  and 
in  some  minor  points  corrected;  copies  wTere  made 
and  annexed  to  the  same  report,  I think,  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  to  congress.  All  the  other 
tables  of  the  same  description,  up  to  the  time  of 
the  passage  of  the  deposite  act,  were  prepared  by 
clerks  in  the  department,  principally  by  myself.” — 
(See  journal  of  the  committee,  p.  113.) 

Same  witness,  at  page  112,  in  reply  to  the  4th 
interrogatory,  says: 

“I  have  no  doubt  that  the  selection  of  the  depo- 
posite  banks  was  sometimes  a subject  of  conversa- 
tion between  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  Mr. 
Whitney,  and  that  the  secretary  obtained  from  Mr. 
Whitney  all  the  information  he  could,  to  enable  him 
to  decide  as  to  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  se- 
lecting particular  banks;  whilst  the  statements  of 
the  condition  of  the  deposite  banks  were  in  my  pos- 
session, Mr.  Whitney  had  access  to  them  occasion- 
ally, and  I have  sometimes  called  on  Mr.  Whitney, 
as  being  familiar  with  the  subject,  to  explain  cer- 
tain items  which  I did  not  exactly  comprehend. — 
Mr.  Whitney  has  frequently  had  access  to  the  ac- 
counts of  the  treasurer  with  certain  banks.  How 
far  he  may  have  influenced  the  secretary  in  making 
transfers  I cannot  say,  though  I believe  that  in 
some  cases,  at  his  instance,  the  periods  for  transfers 
have  been  extended.” 

Richard  Ela,  esq.  a clerk  in  the  department,  says, 
in  answer  to  the  2d  interrogatory,  at  page  108  of 
the  journal,  among  other  things: 

“On  two  or  three  occasions,  Mr.  Whitney  has  ap- 
plied to  the  secretary,  having  first  explained  his  bu- 
siness to  me,  for  extension  of  transfers,  on  several, 
indeed  I may  say  many  times,  he  has  applied  to  ex- 
amine the  returns  of  the  banks.” 

John  McGinnis,  esq.  a clerk  in  the  department, 
charged  with  the  care  of  business  appertaining  to 
the  public  lands,  states  (see  p.  95.) 

2d  question.  At  what  time  did  R.  M.  Whitney 
come  into  the  department,  and  what  has  been  the 
nature  and  character  of  his  business,  so  far  as  you 
know? 

“Answer.  Mr.  Whitney’s  business  with  the  de- 
partment commenced  soon  after  Mr.  Woodbury 
took  charge  of  it,  as  well  as  the  witness  can  recol- 
lect. The  precise  nature  or  character  of  his  busi- 
ness is  not  known  to  me,  but  it  is  generally  under- 
stood that  he  is  the  agent  of  several  of  the  deposite 
banks. 

“3d  question.  Has  R.  M.  Whitney  had  access 
to  the  files  of  papers  in  your  room?  If  yea,  state 
whether  it  has  been  a common  habit  with  him;  if 
nay,  give  the  particular  instances  of  that  nature. 

“Answer.  Mr.  Whitney  has  on  two  or  three  oc- 
casions referred  to  papers  in  my  charge  relating  to 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  and  on  such  occasions 
witness  believes  it  was  to  procure  information  for 
some  public  use.  In  one  instance,  the  purpose 
was  stated  to  be  for  the  use  of  a senator. 

“4th  question.  Has  he,  or  has  he  not,  taken  the 
files  of  original  papers  containing  returns  from  the 
land  offices,  or  some  other  papers,  to  his  own  room 
to  be  examined? 

“Answer.  Yes,  in  the  instance  referred  to  in 
answer  to  question  third;  Mr.  Whitney  applied  to 
me  to  see  the  returns  of  the  moneys  received  at  the 
land  offices,  in  payment  for  public  lands.  They 
were  shown  to  him;  and,  after  looking  at  them,  he 
desired  me  that  I would  permit  him  to  take  them  to 
his  room,  stating,  at  the  same  time,  the  object  for 
which  he  wanted  them;  and  I did  not  hesitate  to 
let  him  have  them.  They  were  returned  on  the 
following  day. 

“5th  question.  For  what  object  did  he  state  he 
wanted  them,  and  who  was  the  senator  awaiting  in 
his  room,  to  obtain  the  information?  State  also 
when  it  was. 

“Answer.  The  object  was  said  to  be  to  ascer- 
tain the.  particular  kind  of  moneys  in  which  the 
payments  for  public  lands  were  made.  The  infor- 
mation was  stated  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  honorable 
T.  H.  Benton,  and  the  occasion  referred  to  was  soon 
after  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of 
congress.  I am  not  sure  whether  Mr.  Benton  was 
said  to  be  in  Mr.  Whitney’s  room  at  the  time.  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  the  reason  of  his  taking 
the  papers  away  was,  that  they  might  be  examined 
between  the  interval  of  opening  and  closing  the 
office.” 

How  far  those,  papers  were  taken  from  the  office 
to  which  they  belonged,  by  Mr.  Whitney,  will  ap- 
pear by  the  following  question  and  answer,  a part 
ef  which  relates  to  that  subject.  (See  evidence  of 
Samuel  McKean,  p.  113,  9th  question  and  an- 
swer). 

The  evidence  contained  in  the  responses  of  the 
clerks  in  the  treasury  department,  and  the  letters 


before  alluded  to,  as  to  the  existence  of  the  agency, 
and  the  character  of  the  business  which  appertains 
to  it,  is  not  in  any  degree  controverted  or  impugn- 
ed by  the  testimony  of  the  secretary,  (Mr.  Wood- 
bury), as  far  as  the  same  is  understood  by  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee.  It  is  true  that  many  por- 
tions of  his  evidence  are  so  elaborate  and  argumen- 
tative as  not  to  be  intelligible  without  taking  it  all 
together,  and  bestowing  upon  it  some  considerable 
consideration.  In  page  12  of  the  journal,  he  thus 
describes  the  nature  of  the  agency  and  the  charac- 
ter of  its  duties  and  business: 

“Question.  State  how  far  the  room  that  he  [Mr. 
Whitney]  now  occupies  is  situated  from  the  room 
of  Mr.  McGinnis,  jr.  [from  which  the  land  office 
papers  were  taken],  and  whether,  in  passing  from 
one  to  the  other,  it  is  necessary  to  go  out  of  doors, 
or  up  or  down  stairs. 

“Answer.  To  that  part  of  the  question,  the 
room,  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Whitney,  is  in  the 
house  next  but  one  to  that  in  which  is  theroom  oc- 
cupied by  John  McGinnis,  jr.  Mr.  McGinnis’ 
room  is  in  the  third  story  of  the  building,  Mr. 
Whitney’s  on  the  first.  In  passing  from  one  to  the 
other,  it  is  necessary  to  go  out  of  doors,  and  up  or 
down  stairs.  If  there  be  any  communication  be- 
tween the  buildings,  without  going  out  of  doors,  I 
have  never  noticed  it,  or  known  of  its  being  used.” 
He  adds,  in  conclusion,  that  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  disapproved  his  conduct  in  permitting  the 
papers  to  go  out  of  his  room. 

“But  in  several  other  cases  where  the  depart- 
ment has  not  been  consulted  by  the  banks  in  any 
way,  to  my  knowledge,  except  in  the  letter  of  1833, 
before  given,  but  where  the  banks  had  been  select- 
ed, some  before  and  some  since  my  entering  on  the 
duties  of  secretary,  I have  no  doubt  that  they  ap- 
pointed an  agent  here  at  an  early  day  after  their 
selection,  and  that  they  did  it  from  a conviction 
that  he  might  be  useful  to  them  in  both  their  public 
and  private  duties  as  banking  institutions.  Some 
of  the  banks  are  so  situated,  as  to  their  extensive 
capital  and  discounts,  their  heavy  business  in  ex- 
changes, their  large  deposites,  payments  and  trans- 
fers, that  it  is  manifest  to  all  acquainted  with  such 
operations  as  stated  in  the  above  letter,  addressed 
to  my  predecessor,  and  in  my  reply  of  November 
1834,  before  annexed,  that  an  intelligent  agent  or 
correspondent  here  might  often  prove  very  useful 
and  convenient,  both  in  respect  to  their  business  in 
behalf  of  the  treasury,  and  the  business  with  the 
commercial  community  as  well  as  with  each  other, 
while,  in  cases  differently  situated,  an  agent  here 
would  be  of  little  or  no  benefit  whatever. 

“In  answer  to  the  next  question,  I know7  nothing 
with  accuracy  beyond  what  has  already  been  stat- 
ed, as  to  the  duties  he  is  to  discharge  for  those 
banks  which  employ  him.  But  I presume,  as  just 
intimated,  it  is  to  communicate  the  earliest  informa- 
tion on  all  subjects  he  may  suppose  to  affect  their 
interests;  whether  as  public  depositories  or  private 
banking  institutions;  to  give  his  advice  and  aid 
when  called  for  or  deemed  useful  in  the  transaction 
of  their  business,  of  either  character;  to  be  the 
organ  at  times  of  presenting  their  wishes  to  the  de- 
partment in  respect  to  subjects  connected  with 
their  public  obligations;  and  to  procure  here,  and 
communicate  the  best  intelligence  in  his  power,  on 
the  state  of  the  money  market  at  home  or  abroad 
on  the  condition  of  the  currency  and  of  the  ex- 
changes, and  on  the  supposed  legislation  likely  to 
happen  in  congress  either  as  to  the  banks  them- 
selves, or  as  to  heavy  appropriations  to  be  paid  by 
them;  and,  in  fine,  on  any  other  topic  which  he 
may  consider  interesting  or  beneficial  to  his  em 
ployers,” 

In  page  14,  Mr.  Woodbury,  in  answer  to  the 
question,  “what  official  or  unofficial  connexion  ex 
isted  between  said  agent  and  the  treasury  depart 
ment,”  he  replied,  at  great  length,  in  his  eleventh 
answer,  which  extends  through  three  or  four  pages 
of  the  journal,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr. 
Whitney  is  recognised  as  the  agent  of  the  deposite 
banks,  and  business  is  transacted  with  him  in  the 
same  manner  that  it  is  with  agents  and  attorneys  in 
fact,  who  have  full  power  from  their  principals  to 
bind  them  in  the  settlement  of  claims,  the  execu- 
tion of  acquittances,  receipts,  &c.  &c. 

Page  15.  “Of  the  present  resident  agents  who 
occasionally  transact  business  with  the  department, 
I understand  that  two  of  them,  Mr.  Causten  and 
Mr.  Law,  keep  their  offices  in  their  houses,  and 
two  of  them,  Mr.  F.  Dickens  and  Mr.  Whitney, 
keep  their  offices  in  the  same  row  of  buildings  now 
occupied  by  the  treasury.  But  it  is  presumed  that 
the  two  last  persons  hire  their  rooms  of  the  private 
owners  of  the  buildings,  as  the  department  has  done 
since  the  fire  in  1833,  and  as  neither  of  these 
agents  has  hired  them  from  this  department.” 
“With  all  of  those  agents  before  named  [he  hav- 
ing before  given  a list  of  agents]  as  well  as  many 


others,  when  transacting  business  for  their  princi- 
pals, the  official  connexion  of  the  department  has, 
n all  other  respects  as  well  as  these,  been  similar, 
and  the  manner  of  transacting  business  has  been 
similar,  except  as  the  business  may  differ  in  amount, 
extent  or  difficulty,  and  requires  in  some  cases 
much  more  frequent  and  constant  attendance  and 
inquiries  than  in  others. 

‘My  anxiety  has  always  been  in  concerns  so 
very  numerous,  and  involving,  as  many  of  them  do, 
not  only  such  difficult  questions  for  decision,  hut 
such  large  amounts  of  property,  to  furnish  every 
proper  facility  to  each,  every  species  of  public  in- 
formation connected  with  their  respective  business, 
and  every  access  to  papers  pertaining  to  their 
cases,  which  might  be  deemed  useful  to  the  princi- 
pal in  interest,  and  at  the  same  time  not  injurious 
to  the  government. 

But  in  the  case  of  the  agent  of  the  banks  no  in- 
dulgence of  any  kind  is  known  or  believed  to  have 
been  granted,  which,  if  requested,  has  been  with- 
held from  the  agents  on  other  subjects,  and  espe- 
cially the  agents  of  corporations,  or  persons  in  pub- 
lic employment,  nor  any  withheld  which,  in  other 
like  cases,  has  on  request  been  granted. 

“I  can  think  of  no  further  explanation  desirable 
as  to  the  official  connexion  between  the  agent  for 
some  of  the  deposite  banks  and  this  department  un- 
less,” &c.  fee. 

Page  36  and  37  of  journal  of  committee.  “Ques- 
tion 14.  Have  you  ever  consulted  or  advised  with 
said  R.  M.  Whitney  upon  the  propriety  or  expe- 
diency of  measures,  or  informed  him  of  measures 
respecting  the  public  money  and  the  deposite 
banks,  before  or  after  sueh  measures  were  adopted 
or  rejected  by  the  treasury  department;  if  so,  is  the 
practice  of  so  advising  and  consulting  with,  and  of 
so  informing  him,  habitual  With  you,  and  upon 
what  measures  have  you  consulted  and  advised  with 
and  informed  him? 

Answer.  I have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  con- 
sulting Mr.  Whitney  on  the  propriety  or  expedien- 
cy of  measures,  or  informed  him  of  measures  re- 
specting the  public  money  and  the  deposite  banks, 
except  in  cases  where  he  first  applied  to  have  any 
measure  adopted  or  changed,  which  he  represented 
to  have  a material  hearing  on  the  deposite  banks 
he  represented,  and  in  which  cases  I have,  of 
course,  asked  him,  if  he  did  not  voluntarily  state 
them,  his  reasons  in  favor  of  his  request. 

On  the  topics  of  the  public  money  and  the 
banks  generally,  he  has  often,  of  his  own  accord, 
offered  his  views,  as  other  persons  have,  who  have 
taken  a particular  interest  in  those  subjects;  and  I 
have  always, when  they  have  been  so  offered  by 
him  or  others,  endeavored  to  weigh  properly  the 
facts  and  arguments  offered,  and  I have  frequent- 
ly felt  obliged  to  differ  in  opinion  from  him  as  well 
as  others  on  such  topics.  Sometimes,  also,  I have 
inquired  as  to  particular  facts  or  events  connected 
with  the  exchanges  or  banking,  both  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney and  others,  whether  merchants,  bankers,  or 
men  of  practical  intelligence,  on  such  subjects,  but 
have  done  it  with  a view',  in  all  cases,  to  inform 
myself  fully  and  accurately,  before  deciding  on  any 
pending  question  or  measure,  and  in  several  instan- 
ces have  written  to  a distance  for  such  information, 
when  not  able  to  procure  what  was  satisfactory 
here.” 

Page  40  of  journal  of  committee.  “Question  19. 
Have  you  ever  authorised,  or  directed,  or  request- 
ed R.  M.  Whitney,  or  other  agent  of  the  deposite 
banks,  to  issue  or  give  instructions,  directions,  re- 
quests, or  information  of  any  kind,  by  circulars  or 
otherwise,  to  land  or  other  receivers  of  the  public 
money,  or  to  any  other  officer  or  officers,  agent  or 
agents,  of  the  government? 

“Answer.  That  it  [the  treasury  department]  urg- 
ed on  the  banks,  their  officers  and  agents,  when- 
ever seen  or  consulted  in  respect  to  the  topic,  a ge- 
neral correspondence  and  agreement  to  redeem  their 
notes,  when  taken  for  public  lands,  at  the  places 
mo3t  desirable  to  give  them  a uniform  and  high  va- 
lue as  a currency;  and,  at  the  same  time,  promised 
any  aid  or  facility  in  the  power  of  the  department, 
consistent  with  its  duties  in  other  respects  to  the 
government,  to  promote  so  desirable  an  object;  and, 
on  one  occasion,  when  it  was  understood  that  a cir- 
cular was  preparing  and  printing  to  advance  this 
object  by  the  agent,  and  the  department  was  asked 
for  its  approval  of  this  course  in  behalf  of  the  de- 
posite banks,  and  its  willingness  to  frank  that  print- 
ed communication  on  this  public  and  interesting 
subject,  when  addressed  to  the  public  officers  and 
agents,  whose  duty  it  was,  according  to  long  usage 
and  frequent  orders  from  the  department,  to  con- 
form to  the  arrangements  of  the  banks,  as  to  the 
matter,  I have  a strong  impression  that  I assented 
to  both:  certain  it  is,  I should  feel  justified  in  doing 
it,  under  the  practice  and  views  long  existing  in 
the  department. 
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“I  have  never  conferred  any  authority,  in  any 
way,  on  this  subject,  on  any  person  other  than  is 
above  stated;  I have  never  conferred  any  on  Mr. 
Whitney,  except  the  assent  aboveinentioned,  when 
he  proffered  to  act  as  agent  for  some  of  the  deposite 
banks,  and  always  regarded  any  power,  properly 
exercised  by  him  in  respect  to  it,  as  one  derived 
merely  from  the  banks  themselves  in  his  capacity 
as  their  agent.” 

Page  30,  journal  of  committee.  “Question  22. — 
Have  you  ever  consulted  or  advised  with  Reuben 
M.  Whitney  upon  the  selection  of  banks  of  depo- 
site of  the  public  money? 

“Answer.  I remember  he  has  in  some  cases  of- 
fered his  remarks  to  me  on  the  subject,  as  have 
other  persons. 

“Question  23.  What  was  the  character  of  the  re- 
marks, reasons  or  considerations,  submitted  to  you 
by  said  Whitney  for  the  selection  of  banks  of  de- 
posite in  the  instances  he  offered  his  remarks  to 
you?  Were  such  remarks,  reasons  or  considera- 
tions, of  a political  party  character?  and  if  so,  state 
in  what  respect. 

“Answer.  I have  no  doubt  the  persons  making 
those  communications  have,  in  some  cases,  men- 
tioned political  circumstances  in  connexion  with 
this  subject,  and  in  general  as  opposed  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  selection.  A majority  of  the  stock- 
holders and  officers  have  usually  been  stated  to  be, 
when  any  thing  was  said  in  respect  to  their  politics, 
opposed  to  the  views  of  the  administration.  I have 
no  recollection  of  any  particular  remarks  of  a poli- 
tical character  made  by  him  or  others  on  this  point, 
beyond  such  ones  as  are  above  described,  and  those 
in  only  a very  few  cases.” 

Pa.;e  52,  journal  of  committee.  “Question  24. — 
Are  there  any  communications  in  writing  from  any 
agent  or  agents  of  the  deposite  banks,  or  others, 
urging  directly  or  indirectly  upon  the  department 
the  selection  of  particular  banks  of  deposite,  from 
political  considerations;  if  so,  to  whom,  and  by 
what  agent  or  agents  addressed? 

“Answer.  There  are  none  to  my  knowledge 
from  Mr.  Whitney;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  due  to 
Mr.  Whitney  to  state,  as  before  intimated,  that, 
when  speaking  of  the  political  views  of  the  stock- 
holders of  most  of  the  deposite  banks,  he  has,  if 
knowing  their  political  opinions,  and  mentioning 
them,  often  observed,  that  though  they  were  oppos- 
ed in  general  to  the  opinions  of  the  administration, 
he  thought  the  present  system  of  state  depositories 
should  be  administered  on  principles  similar  to 
what  I have  before  described,  as  to  fitness,  locality 
and  security  of  the  banks  selected,  and  the  fiscal 
wants  of  the  department;  and  without  any  reference 
to  the  politics  of  their  officers  and  proprietors/’ 

Mr.  Woodbury  disclaims  all  political  influence  in 
the  selection  of  depositories  of  the  public  money. 
To  place  this  part  of  the  case  in  its  true  light,  and 
show  whether  Mr.  Whitney  is  entitled  to  the  com- 
pliment bestowed  upon  him  by  the  secretary,  the 
minority  beg  leave  to  refer  particularly  to  a letter, 
written  by  said  Whitney,  to  James  C.  Wilkins, 
esq.  of  Natchez,  Mississippi,  president  of  the  Plan- 
ters’ bank,  a depository  of  the  public  money,  for 
which  said  Whitney  is  agent,  commencing  Wash- 
ington, September  .30,  1S35. 

“Dear  sir:  When  I wrote  you  last  I did  not  in- 
form you  that  it  had  been  represented  here  that  you 
were,  or  would  be,  the  candidate  for  the  senate  in 
opposition  to  Walker.  This  I then  considered  was 
a tale  for  the  purpose  of  operating  prejudicially  to 
the  interest  of  the  Planters’  bank,  got  up  by  some 
one  who  was  striving  to  direct  a part  of  its  govern- 
ment agency  to  another  institution.” 

(See  pages  99  and  100.  See,  also,  at  pages  101 
and  102,  the  correspondence  of  said  Whitney  with 
John  D.  Beers,  of  New  York,  and  also  the  corres- 
pondence between  John  Tillson,  one  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  state  banks  of  Illinois,  then  applying  to 
become  a deposite  bank,  and  said  Whitney.) 

Mr.  Tillson  offers  Mr.  Whitney  a salary,  and 
wishes  to  be  informed  what  course  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  has  taken  in  reply  to  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Ridgley,  the  cashier  of  the  Illinois  bank.  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, in  reply,  says  he  will  be  candid — says  strong 
prejudices  exist,  and  serious  charges  are  made 
against  that  bank.  The  first  charge  is  as  to  the  vi- 
olation of  its  charter,  8tc.  and  that  the  ultimate  ob- 
ject of  those  who  control  the  bank  is  to  effect  a po- 
litical change  in  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois and  Missouri,  in  opposition  to  the  principles  of 
the  present  administration.  He  refers  to  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank  to  sustain  the  charge  of  violating  its 
charter.  He  refers  to  the  list  of  stockholders,  shows 
that  some  of  them  reside  in  Cincinnati,  and  that 
they  are  connected  with  the  Life  and  Trust  company, 
8tc.  He  further  adds: 

“And  it  has  been  declared  that,  in  the  late  elec- 
tion in  Illinois,  the  bank  did  employ  its  influence 
in  the  Sangamon  district.  Of  the  result  of  this  elec- 


tion, you  will  probably  have  noticed  an  extract  of 
a letter  from  governor  Duncan,  which  has  gone  the 
rounds  of  the  opposition  press.  With  such  charges 
as  these,  and  such  grounds  for  their  belief,  I must 
say  that  I shall  feel  it  a duty  to  do  all  in  my  power 
to  discourage  the  selection  of  any  institution  as  a 
confidential  agent  of  the  government,  at  any  per- 
sonal pecuniary  sacrifice  whatever. 

“I  hope  the  Illinois  bank  will  be  able  to  show  the 
whole  to  be  founded  in  error,”  See. 

This  appears  to  have  been  the  commencement  of 
the  correspondence  between  that  bank  and  the  trea- 
sury department,  which  resulted  in  the  failure  of 
the  bank  to  obtain  the  deposites.  An  abstract  of 
said  correspondence  is  herewith  submitted,  which 
was  made  out  from  various  letters  obtained  from 
the  department  by  a member  of  a sub-committee, 
Mr.  Wise,  which  was  appointed  at  his  instance  to 
visit  the  department,  examine  the  correspondence 
of  the  same  with  the  deposite  banks,  and  cause  co- 
pies of  any  papers  to  be  sent,  which  any  one  of  them 
considered  important.  The  urgent  and  pressing  bu- 
siness of  two  committees,  of  one  of  which  he  was 
chairman,  prevented  Mr.  Wise;  and  the  constant  at- 
tendance on  this  committee  of  the  other  two  gentle- 
man, Messrs.  Martin  and  Johnson,  prevented  them 
fiom  devoting  more  than  a few  hours’  time  to  the 
examination  which  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  the 
above  correspondence  with  the  Illinois  bank,  of 
which  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had  given  the 
committee  no  particular  information.  Had  suffi- 
cient time  been  allowed,  much  more  important  evi- 
dence might  have  been  obtained  by  a strict  exami- 
nation into  the  treasury  department.  For  a further 
illustration  of  the  political  and  party  considerations 
which  have  been  relied  on  by  the  banks  in  obtain- 
ing the  public  money,  as  well  as  in  using  it  after  it 
has  been  obtained,  the  minority  would  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  the  correspondence  with  the  Burlington 
bank,  state  of  Vermont,  an  abstract  of  which  is  here- 
with submitted. 

From  the  testimony  of  James  Schott,  president.  ! 
and  Win,  D.  Lewis,  cashier,  of  the  Girard  bank,  it 
appears  that  the  said  Whitney  gave  information  in 
advance  of  the  intended  issuance  of  the  treasury  cir- 
cular of  July  11th,  1836,  requiring  specie  in  pay- 
ment for  public  lands,  or  at  least  that  such  a measure 
was  under  consideration  before  the  adjournment  of 
congress.  (See  the  president’s  answer,  at  p.  151, 
to  13th  interrogatory.  See  the  answer  of  the  ca- 
shier at  p.  155,  to  13th  interrogatory.) 

Answer  by  the  cashier.  “I  was  apprised  by  Mr. 
Whitney  of  his  belief  that  such  a measure  was  un- 
der consideration,  but  do  not  know  that  he  derived 
bis  knowledge  thereof  from  the  treasury  department, 
or  any  such  persons  as  are  mentioned  in  this  inter- 
rogatory; and  being  at  Washington  about  the  be- 
ginning of  July,  his  impressions  were  confirmed  by 
my  own  observations.  The  information  was  given 
as  a matter  of  intelligence  coming  within  the  sphere 
of  the  agent’s  duty,  and  for  no  specific  purpose. 
Nor  do  I know  that  any  specific  use  was  made  of 
such  information,  so  far  as  relates  to  any  uriilen 
correspondence  upon  ihe  subject.  I refer  to  my  an- 
swer to  the  third  interrogatory.” 

The  minority  of  this  committee  would  respectful- 
ly call  particular  attention  to  this  fact,  that  during 
the  session  of  congress  a measure  involving  the  ex- 
ercise of  such  doubtful  powers  on  the  part  of  the 
executive;  a measure  which  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  declined  to  adopt,  until,  as  he  informs  the 
committee,  he  was  so  directed  by  the  president;  and 
one  so  materially  affecting  the  currency,  the  ex- 
change, the  whole  moneyed  concerns  ofthe  country, 
and  consequently  the  trade,  commerce  and  value  of 
every  species  of  property  of  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States — that  this  measure,  which  had  been  re- 
jected by  the  senate,  should  be  decided  on  before 
the  adjournment  of  congress,  wh:ch  was  left  in  pro 
found  ignorance  of  its  existence,  while  Mr.  R.  M. 
Whitney  was  not  only  in  possession  of  this  cabinet 
secret,  but  was  actually  communicating  it  to  his 
distant  friends  “as  a matter  of  intelligence  coming 
within  the  sphere  of  the  agent’s  duty,”  cannot  but 
arrest  the  attention  of  the  most  careless  as  well  as 
the  most  prejudiced  mind. 

(to  be  continued.) 

EXPUNGING  RESOLUTION. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  BENTON,  OF  MISSOURI. 

Delivered  in  the  senate,  Jan.  12,  1837. 

The  special  order  ofthe  day  being  called,  the  se- 
cretary read  the  following  preamble  and  resolution: 
Resolution  to  expanse  from  the  journal  ihe  resolution 
ofthe  senate  of  March  23,  1834,  in  relation  to  pre- 
sident Jackson  and  the  removal  ofthe  deposites. 
Whereas,  on  the  26th  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  1833,  the  following  resolve  was  moved  in  the 
senate: 

“Resolved,  That,  by  dismissing  the  late  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  because  he  would  not,  contraiy  to 


his  own  sense  of  duty,  remove  the  money  of  the  U. 
States  in  deposite  with  the  bank  of  the  U.  States 
and  its  branches,  in  conformity  with  the  president’s 
opinion,  and  by  appointing  bis  successor  to  effect 
such  removal,  which  has  been  done,  the  president 
has  assumed  the  exercise  of  a power  over  the  trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  not  granted  him  by  the 
constitution  and  laws,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties 
ofthe  people;” 

Which  proposed  resolve  was  altered  ami  changed 
bv  the  mover  thereof,  on  the  28th  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  1834,  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

“ Resolved , That,  in  taking  upon  himself  the  re- 
sponsibility of  removing  the  deposite  of  the  public 
money  from  the  bank  ofthe  United  States,  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  has  assumed  the  exercise 
of  a power  over  the  treasury  of  the  United  States 
not  granted  to  him  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  and 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  ofthe  people;” 

Which  resolve,  so  changed  and  modified  by  the 
mover  thereof,  on  the  same  day  and  year  last  men- 
tioned, was  further  altered,  so  as  to  read  in  these 
words: 

“ Resolved , That  the  president,  in  the  late  execu- 
tive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  has  as- 
sumed upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  confer- 
red by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation 
of  both;” 

In  which  last-mentioned  form  the  said  resolve,  on 
the  same  day  and  year  last  mentioned,  was  adopted 
by  the  senate,  and  became  the  act  and  judgment  of 
that  body,  and,  as  such,  now  remains  upon  the  jour- 
nal thereof: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  was  not  warranted 
by  the  constitution,  and  was  irregularly  and  illegally 
adopted  by  the  senate,  in  violation  of  the  rights  of 
defence  which  belong  to  every  citizen,  and  in  sub- 
version of  the  fundamental  principles  of  law  and 
justice;  because  president  Jackson  was  thereby  ad- 
judged and  pronounced  to  be  guilty  of  an  impeach- 
able offence,  and  a stigma  placed  upon  him  as  a vio- 
j lator  of  his  oath  of  office,  and  of  the  laws  and  con- 
stitution which  he  was  sworn  to  preserve,  protect 
and  defend,  without  going  through  the  forms  of  an 
impeachment,  and  without  allowing  to  him  the  be- 
nefits of  a trial,  or  the  means  of  defence: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  in  all  its  various 
shapes  and  forms,  was  unfounded  and  erroneous  in 
point  of  fact,  and  therefore  unjust  and  unrighteous, 
as  well  as  irregular  and  unauthorised  by  the  consti- 
tution; because  the  said  president  Jackson,  neither 
in  the  act  of  dismissing  Mr.  Duane,  nor  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Taney,  as  specified  in  the  first  form 
ofthe  resolve;  nor  in  taking  upon  himself  Ihe  respon- 
sibility of  removing  the  deposites,  as  specified  in  the 
second  form  of  the  same  resolve;  nor  in  any  act 
which  was  then,  or  can  now,  be  specified  under  the 
vague  and  ambiguous  terms  of  the  general  denun- 
ciation contained  in  the  third  and  last  form  ofthe  re- 
solve, did  do  or  commit  any  act  in  violation  or  in 
derogation  of  the  laws  and  constitution,  or  danger- 
ous to  the  liberties  ofthe  people: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  as  adopted,  was  un- 
certain and  ambiguous,  containing  nothing  but  a 
loose  and  floating  charge  for  derogating  from  the 
laws  and  constitution,  and  assuming  ungranted  pow- 
er and  authority  in  the  late  executive  proceedings 
in  relation  to  the  public  revenue;  without  specifying 
what  part  ofthe  executive  proceedings,  or  what  part 
of  the  public  revenue  was  intended  to  be  referred  to; 
or  what  parts  of  the  laws  and  constitution  were  sup- 
posed to  have  been  infringed;  or  in  what  part  of  the 
union,  or  at  what  period  of  his  administration,  these 
late  proceedings  were  supposed  to  have  taken  place; 
thereby  putting  each  senator  at  liberty  to  vote  in  fa- 
vor of  the  resolve  upon  a separate  and  secret  reason 
of  his  own,  and  leaving  the  ground  of  the  senate’s 
judgment  to  be  guessed  at  by  the  public,  and  to  be 
differently  and  diversely  interpreted  by  individual 
senators,  according  to  the  private  and  particular  un- 
derstanding of  each:  contrary  to  all  the  ends  of  jus- 
tice, and  to  all  the  forms  of  legal  or  judicial  proceed- 
ing; to  the  great  prejudice  ofthe  accused,  who  could 
not  know  against  what  to  defend  himself:  and  to  the 
loss  of  senatorial  responsibility,  by  shielding  sena- 
tors from  public  accountability  for  making  up  a 
judgment  upon  grounds  which’  the  public  cannot 
know,  and  which,  if  known,  might  prove  to  be  in- 
sufficient in  law,  or  unfounded  in  fact: 

And  whereas  the  specification  contained  in  the 
first  and  second  forms  ofthe  resolve  having  been  ob- 
jected to  in  debate,  and  shown  to  be  insufficient  to 
sustain  the  charges  they  were  adduced  to  support, 
arid  it  being  well  believed  that  no  majority  could  bo 
obtained  to  vote  for  the  said  specifications,  and  the 
same  having  been  actually  withdrawn  by  the  mover 
in  the  face  of  the  whole  senate,  in  consequence  of 
such  objection  and  belief,  and  before  any  vote  taken 
thereupon;  the  said  specifications  could  not  after- 
wards be  admitted  by  any  rule  of  parliamentary 
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practice,  or  by  any  principle  of  legal  implication, 
secret  intendment,  or  mental  reservation,  to  remain 
and  continue  a part  of  the  written  and  public  resolve 
from  which  they  were  thus  withdrawn;  and,  if  they 
could  be  so  admitted,  they  would  not  be  sufficient 
to  sustain  the  charges  therein  contained: 

And  whereas  the  senate  being  the  constitutional 
tribunal  for  the  trial  of  the  president,  when  charged 
by  the  house  of  representatives  with  offences  against 
the  law's  and  the  constitution,  the  adoption  of  the 
said  resolve,  before  any  impeachment  preferred  by 
the  house,  was  a breach  of  the  privileges  oi  the 
house;  not  warranted  by  the  constitution;  a subver- 
sion of  justice;  a prejudication  of  a question  which 
might  legally  come  before  the  senate;  and  a disqua- 
lification of  that  body  to  perform  its  constitutional 
duty  with  fairness  and  impartiality,  il  the  president 
should  thereafter  be  regularly  impeached  by  the 
house  of  representatives  lor  the  same  offence: 

And  whereas  the  temperate,  respectful  and  ar- 
gumentative defence  and  protest  of  the  president 
against  the  aforesaid  proceeding  ol  the  senate  was 
rejected  and  repulsed  by  that  body,  and  was  voted 
to  be  a breach  of  its  privileges,  and  w as  not  permit- 
ted to  be  entered  on  its  journal  or  printed  among  its 
documents;  while  all  memorials,  petitions,  resolves 
and  remonstrances  against  the  president,  however 
violent  or  unfounded,  and  calculated  to  inflame  the 
people  against  him,  were  duly  and  honorably  receiv- 
ed, encomiastically  commented  upon  in  speeches, 
read  at  the  table,  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  long 
list  of  names  attached,  referred  to  the  finance  com- 
mittee for  consideration,  filed  away  among  the  pub- 
lic archives,  and  now  constitute  a part  of  the  public 
documents  of  the  senate,  to  be  handed  down  to  the 
latest  posterity: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  was  introduced, 
debated  and  adopted,  at  a time  and  under  circum- 
stances which  had  the  effect  of  co-operating  with 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  in  the  parricidal  at- 
tempt which  that  institution  was  then  making  to 
produce  a panic  and  pressure  in  the  country;  to  de- 
stroy the  confidence  of  the  people  in  president 
Jackson;  to  paralyze  his  administration;  to  govern 
the  elections;  to  ’bankrupt  the  state  banks;  ruin 
their  currency;  fill  the  whole  union  with  terror  and 
distress;  and  thereby  to  extort  from  the  sufferings 
and  the  alarms  of  the  people,  the  restoration  of  the 
deposites  and  the  renewal  of  its  charter: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  is  of  evil  example 
and  dangerous  precedent,  and  should  never  have 
been  received,  debated  or  adopted  by  the  senate,  or 
admitted  to  entry  upon  its  journal:  Wherefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  resolve  be  expunged 
from  the  journal;  and,  for  that  purpose,  that  the  se- 
cretary of  the  senate,  at  such  time  as  the  senate 
may  appoint,  shall  bring  the  manuscript  journal  of 
the  session  lS33-’34  into  the  senate,  and,  in  the 
presence  of  the  senate,  draw  black  lines  round  the 
said  resolve,  and  write  across  the  face  thereof,  in 
strong  letters,  the  following  words:  “Expunged 

BY  OMEE  or  THE  SENATE,  THIS  DAY  OF  , 

IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD  1837.” 

The  resolution  and  preamble  having  been  read, 
Mr.  Benton  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Pp.esident:  It  is  now  near  three  years 
since  the  resolve  was  adopted  by  the  senate,  which 
it  is  my  present  motion  to  expunge  from  the  jour- 
nal. At  the  moment  that  this  resolve  was  adopted, 
I gave  notice  of  my  intention  to  move  to  expunge 
it;  and  then  expressed  my  confident  belief  that  the 
motion  would  eventually  prevail.  That  expression 
of  confidence  was  not  an  ebullition  of  vanity,  or  a 
presumptuous  calculation,  intended  to  accelerate 
the  event  it  affected  to  foretell.  It  was  not  a vain 
boast,  or  an  idle  assumption,  but  was  the  result  of 
a deep  conviction  of  Lie  injustice  done  president 
Jackson,  and  a thorough  reliance  upon  the  justice 
of  the  American  people.  I felt  that  the  president 
had  been  wronged;  and  my  heart  told  me  that  this 
wrong  would  be  redressed!  The  event  proves  that 
I was  not  mistaken.  The  question  of  expunging 
this  resolution  has  been  carried  to  the  people,  and 
their  decision  has  been  had  upon  it.  They  decide 
in  favor  of  the  expurgation;  and  their  decision  has 
been  both  made  and  manifested,  and  communi- 
cated to  us  in  a great  variety  of  ways.  A great 
number  of  states  have  expressly  instructed  their  se- 
nators to  vote  for  this  expurgation.  A very  great 
majority  of  the  states  have  elected  senators  and  re- 
presentatives to  congress,  upon  the  express  ground 
of  favoring  this  expurgation.  The  bank  of  the 
United  States,  which  took  the  initiative  in  the  ac- 
cusation against  the  president,  and  furnished  the 
material,  and  worked  the  machinery  which  was 
used  against  him,  and  which  wa3  then  so  powerful 
on  this  floor,  has  become  more  and  more  odious  to 
the  public  mind,  and  musters  now  but  a slender 
phalanx  of  friends  in  the  two  houses  of  congress. 
The  late  presidential  election  furnishes  additional 
evidence  of  public  sentiment.  The  candidate  who 


was  the  friend  of  president  Jackson,  the  supporter 
of  his  administration,  and  the  avowed  advocate  for 
the  expurgation,  has  received  a large  majority  of 
the  suffrages  of  the  whole  union,  and  that  after  an 
express  declaration  of  his  sentiments  on  this  pre- 
cise point.  The  evidence  of  the  public  will,  exhi- 
bited in  all  these  forms,  is  too  manifest  to  be  mista- 
ken, too  explicit  to  require  illustration,  and  too  im- 
perative to  be  disregarded.  Omitting  details  and 
specific  enumerations  of  proofs,  I refer  to  our  own 
files  for  the  instructions  to  expunge, — to  the  com- 
plexion of  the  two  houses  for  the  temper  of  the 
people— to  the  denationalized  condition  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  for  the  fate  of  the  imperious 
accuser — and  to  the  issue  of  the  presidential  elec- 
tion for  the  answer  of  the  union.  All  these  are 
pregnant  proofs  of  the  public  will,  and  the  last  pre- 
eminently so;  because,  both  the  question  of  the  ex- 
purgation, and  the  form  of  the  process,  was  direct- 
ly put  in  issue  upon  it.  A representative  of  the 
people  from  the  state  of  Kentucky  formerly  interro- 
gated a prominent  candidate  for  the  presidency  on 
those  points,  and  required  from  him  a public  answer 
for  the  information  of  the  public  mind.  The  answer 
was  given,  and  published,  and  read  by  all  the  voters 
before  the  election;  and  I deem  it  right  to  refer  to 
that  answer  in  this  place,  not  only  as  evidence  of 
the  points  put  in  issue,  but  also  for  the  purpose  of 
doing  more  ample  justice  to  president  Jackson  by 
incorporating  into  the  legislative  history  of  this 
case,  the  high  and  honorable  testimony  in  his  favor 
of  the  eminent  citizen  who  has  just  been  exalted  to 
the  lofty  honors  of  the  American  presidency: 

“Your  last  question  seeks  to  know  ‘my’  opinion 
as  to  the  constitutional  power  of  the  senate  or 
house  of  representatives  to  expunge  or  obliterate 
from  the  journals  the  proceedings  of  a previous  ses- 
sion. 

You  will,  I am  sure,  be  satisfied  upon  further 
consideration,  that  there  are  but  few  questions  of  a 
political  character  less  connected  with  the  duties  of 
the  office  of  president  of  the  United  States,  or  that 
might  not  with  equal  propriety  be  put  by  an  elector 
to  a candidate  for  that  station,  than  this.  With  the 
journals  of  neither  house  of  congress  can  he  proper- 
ly have  any  thing  to  do.  But,  as  your  question  has 
doubtless  been  induced  by  the  pendency  of  col. 
Benton’s  resolutions,  to  expunge  from  the  journals 
of  the  senate  certain  other  resolutions  touching  the 
official  conduct  of  president  Jackson,  I prefer  to 
say,  that  I regard  the  passage  of  col.  Benton’s  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  to  be  an  act  of  justice  to  a 
faithful  and  greatly  injured  public  servant,  not  only 
constitutional  in  itself,  but  imperiously  demanded 
by  a proper  respect  for  the  well  known  will  of  the 
people.” 

1 do  not  propose,  sir,  to  draw  violent,  unwarrant- 
ed or  strained  inferences.  I do  not  assume  to  say 
that  the  question  of  this  expurgation  was  a leading, 
or  a controlling  point  in  the  issue  of  this  election. 
I do  not  assume  to  say,  or  insinuate,  that  every  in- 
dividual, and  every  voter,  delivered  his  suffrage 
with  reference  to  this  question.  Doubtless  there 
were- many  exceptions.  Still,  the  triumphant  elec- 
tion of  the  candidate  who  had  expressed  himself  in 
the  terms  just  quoted,  and  who  was,  besides  the 
personal  and  political  friend  of  president  Jackson, 
and  the  avowed  approver  of  his  administration, 
must  be  admitted  to  a place  among  the  proofs  in 
this  case,  and  ranked  among  the  high  concurring 
evidences  of  the  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  the 
motion  which  I make. 

Assuming  then  that  we  have  ascertained  the  will 
of  the  people  on  this  great  question,  the  inquiry 
presents  itself,  how7  far  the  expression  of  that  will 
ought  to  be  conclusive  of  our  action  here?  I hold 
that  it  ought  to  be  binding  and  obligatory  upon  us! 
and  that,  not  only  upon  the  principles  of  represen- 
tative government,  which  requires  obedience  to  the 
known  will  of  the  people,  but  also  in  conformity  to 
the  principles  upon  which  the  proceeding  against 
president  Jackson  was  conducted  when  the  sen- 
tence against  him  was  adopted.  Then  every  thing 
was  done  with  especial  reference  to  the  will  of  the 
people!  Their  impulsion  was  assumed  to  be  the 
sole  motive  to  action,  and  to  them  the  ultimate  ver- 
dict was  expressly  referred.  The  whole  machinery 
of  alarm  and  pressure — every  engine  of  political 
and  moneyed  power — was  put  in  motion,  and  work- 
ed for  many  months,  to  excite  the  people  against 
the  president,  and  to  stir  up  meetings,  memorials, 
petitions,  travelling  committees  and  distress  depu- 
tations against  him;  and  each  symptom  of  popular 
discontent  was  hailed  as  an  evidence  of  public  will, 
and  quoted  here  as  proof  that  the  people  demanded 
the  condemnation  of  the  president,  Not  only  legis- 
lative assemblies,  and  memorials  from  large  assem- 
blies, were  then  produced  here  as  evidence  of  public 
opinion,  but  the  petitions  of  boys  under  age,  the  re- 
monstrances of  a few  signers,  and  the  results  of  the 
most  inconsiderable  elections,  were  ostentatiously 


paraded  and  magnified  as  the  evidence  of  the  sove- 
reign will  of  our  constituents.  Thus,  sir,  the  pub- 
lic voice  w7as  every  thing  while  that  voice,  partially 
obtained  through  political  and  pecuniary  machina- 
tions, was  adverse  to  the  president.  Then  the  po- 
pular will  was  the  shrine  at  which  all  worshipped. 
Now,  when  that  will  is  regularly,  soberly,  repeated- 
ly, and  almost  universally  expressed  through  the 
ballot  boxes,  at  the  various  elections,  and  turns  out 
to  be  in  favor  of  the  president,  certainly  no  one  can 
disregard  it,  nor  otherwise  look  at  it  than  as  the  so- 
lemn verdict  of  the  competent  and  ultimate  tribu- 
nal upon  an  issue  fairly  made  up,  fully  argued  and 
duly  submitted  for  decision.  As  such  verdict,  I re- 
ceive it.  As  the  deliberate  verdict  of  the  sovereign 
people,  I bow  to  it.  I am  content.  I do  not  mean 
to  reopen  the  case,  nor  to  recommence  the  argu- 
ment. I leave  that  work  to  others,  if  any  others 
choose  to  perform  it.  For  myself,  I am  content; 
and,  dispensing  with  further  argument,  I shall  call 
for  judgment,  and  ask  to  have  execution  done, 
upon  that  unhappy  journal,  which  the  verdict  of 
millions  of  freemen  finds  guilty  of  bearing  on  its 
face  an  untrue,  illegal  and  unconstitutional  sentence 
of  condemnation  against  the  approved  president  of 
the  republic. 

But,  while  declining  to  reopen  the  argument  of 
this  question,  and  refusing  to  tread  over  again  the 
ground  already  traversed,  there  is  another  and  a 
different  task  to  perform;  one  which  the  approach- 
ing termination  of  president  Jackson’s  adminstra- 
tion  makes  peculiarly  proper  at  this  time,  and 
which  it  is  my  privilege,  and  perhaps  my  duty,  to 
execute,  as  being  the  suitable  conclusion  to  the 
arduous  contest  in  which  we  have  been  so  long 
engaged:  I allude  to  the  general  tenor  of  his  ad- 
ministration, and  to  its  eilect,  lor  good  or  for  evil, 
upon  the  condition  of  his  country.  This  is  the 
proper  time  for  such  a view  to  be  taken.  The  po- 
litical existence  of  this  great  man  now  draws  to  a 
close.  In  little  more  than  forty  days  he  ceases  to 
be  a public  character.  In  a few  brief  weeks  he  ’ 
ceases  to  be  an  object  of  political  hope  to  any,  and 
should  cease  to  be  an  object  of  political  hate,  or 
envy,  to  all.  Whatever  of  motive  the  servile  and 
time-serving  might  have  found  in  his  exalted  station 
for  raising  the  altar  of  adulation,  and  burning  the 
incense  of  praise  before  him,  that  motive  can  no 
longer  exist.  The  dispenser  of  the  patronage  of 
an  empire — the  chief  of  this  great  confederacy  of 
states — is  soon  to  be  a private  individual,  stripped 
of  all  power  to  reward,  or  to  punish.  His  own 
thoughts,  as  he  has  shown  us  in  the  concluding 
paragraph  of  that  message  which  is  to  be  the  last 
of  its  kind  that  we  shall  ever  receive  from  him,  are 
directed  to  that  beloved  retirement  from  which  he 
was  drawn  by  the  voice  of  millions  of  freemen,  and 
to  which  he  now  looks  for  that  interval  of  repose 
which  age  and  infirmities  require.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  ceases  to  be  a subject  for  the 
ebullition  of  the  passions,  and  passes  into  a character 
for  the  contemplation  of  history.  Historically  then 
shall  I view  him;  and  limiting  this  view  to  his  civil 
administration,  I demand  where  is  there  a chief 
magistrate  of  whom  so  much  evil  has  been  predict- 
ed, and  from  whom  so  much  good  has  come?  Never 
has  any  man  entered  upon  the  chief  magistracy  of 
a country  under  such  appalling  predictions  of  ruin 
and  wo!  never  has  any  one  been  so  pursued  with 
direful  prognostications!  Never  has  any  one  been 
so  beset  and  impeded  by  a powerful  combination  of 
political  and  moneyed  confederates!  Never  has 
any  one  in  any  country  where  the  administration 
of  justice  has  risen  above  the  knife  or  the  bow- 
string, been  so  lawlessly,  and  shamelessly,  tried 
and  condemned  by  rivals  and  enemies,  without 
hearing,  without  defence,  without  the  forms  of  law 
or  justice!  History  has  been  ransacked  to  find  ex- 
amples of  tyrants  sufficiently  odious  to  illustrate 
him  by  comparison.  Language  has  been  tortured 
to  find  epithets  sufficiently  slrong  to  paint  him  in 
description.  Imagination  has  been  exhausted  in 
her  efforts  to  deck  him  with  revolting  and  inhuman 
attributes.  Tyrant,  despot,  usurper;  destroyer  of 
the  liberties  of  his  country;  rash,  ignorant,  im- 
becile; endangering  the  public  peace  with  all  fo- 
reign nations;  destroying  domestic  prosperity  at 
home;  ruining  all  industry,  all  commerce,  all  ma- 
nufactories; annihilating  confidence  between  man 
and  man;  delivering  up  the  streets  of  populous  cities 
to  grass  and  weeds,  and  the  wharves  of  commercial 
towns  to  the  incumbrance  of  decaying  vessels,  de- 
priving labor  of  all  reward;  depriving  industry  of 
all  employment;  destroying  the  currency;  plunging 
an  innocent  and  happy  people  from  the  summit  of 
felicity  to  the  depths  of  misery,  want  and  despair. 
Such  is  the  faint  outline,  followed  up  by  actual  con- 
demnation, of  the  appalling  denunciations  daily  ut- 
tered against  this  one  MAN,  from  the  moment  he 
became  an  object  of  political  competition,  down  to 
the  concluding  moment  of  his  political  existence, 
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The  sacred  voice  of  inspiration  has  told  us  that 
there  is  a time  for  all  things.  There  certainly  has 
been  a time  for  every  evil  that  human  nature  ad- 
mits of  to  be  vaticinated  of  president  Jackson's 
administration;  equally  certain  the  time  has  now 
come  for  all  rational  and  well  disposed  people  to 
compare  the  predictions  with  the  facts,  and  to  ask 
themselves  if  these  calamitous  prognostications  have 
been  verified  by  events?  Have  we  peace,  or  war 
with  foreign  nations?  Certainly,  we  have  peace! 
peace  with  all  the  world!  peace  with  all  its  benign, 
and  felicitous  and  beneficent  influences!  Are  we 
respected,  or  despised  abroad?  Certainly  the  Ame- 
rican name  never  was  more  honored  throughout  the 
four  quarters  of  the  globe,  than  in  this  very  mo- 
ment. Do  wo  hear  of  indignity,  or  outrage  in  any 
quarter?  of  merchants  robbed  in  foreign  ports?  of 
vessels  searched  on  the  high  seas?  of  American 
citizens  impressed  into  foreign  service?  ol  the  na- 
tional Hag  insulted  any  where?  On  the  contrary, 
we  see  former  wrongs  repaired;  no  new  ones  in- 
flicted. France  pays  twenty-live  millions  of  francs 
for  spoliations  committed  thirty  years  ago;  Naples 
pays  two  millions  one  hundred  thousand  ducats  for 
wrongs  of  the  same  date;  Denmark  pays  six  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  rix  dollars  for  wrongs  done 
a quarter  of  a century  ago;  Spain  engages  to  pay 
twelve  millions  of  reals  vellon  for  injuries  of  fifteen 
years  date;  and  Portugal,  the  last  in  the  list  of 
former  aggressors  admits  her  liability,  and  only 
waits  the  adjustment  of  details  to  close  her  account 
by  adequate  indemnity.  So  far  from  war,  insult, 
contempt  and  spoliation  from  abroad;  this  denounc- 
ed administration  has  been  the  season  of  peace  and 
good  will,  and  the  auspicious  eraof  universal  repara- 
tion, So  far  from  suffering  injury  at  the  hands  of 
foreign  powers,  our  merchants  have  received  in- 
demnities for  all  former  injuries.  It  has  been  the 
day  of  accounting,  of  settlement,  and  of  retribu- 
tion. The  long  list  of  arrearages,  extending  through 
four  successive  previous  administrations,  has  been 
closed  and  settled  up.  The  wrongs  done  to  com- 
merce for  thirty  years  back,  and  under  so  many 
different  presidents,  and  indemnities  withheld  from 
all,  have  been  repaired  and  paid  over  under  the 
beneficent  and  glorious  administration  of  president 
Jackson.  But  one  single  instance  of  outrage  has 
occurred,  and  that  at  the  extremities  of  the  world, 
and  by  a piratical  horde,  amenable  to  no  law  but 
the  law  of  force.  The  Malays  of  Sumatra  com- 
mitted a robbery  and  massacre  upon  an  American 
vessel.  Wretches!  they  did  not  then  know  that 
JACKSON  was  president  of  the  United  States!  and 
that  no  distance,  no  time,  no  idle  ceremonial  of 
treating  with  robbers  and  assassins,  was  to  hold  back 
the  arm  of  justice.  Commodore  Downes  went  out. 
His  cannon  and  his  bayonets  struck  the  outlaws  in 
their  den.  They  paid  in  terror  and  in  blood  for  the 
outrage  which  was  committed;  and  the  great  les- 
son was  taught  to  these  distant  pirates — to  our  an- 
tipodes themselves — that  not  even  the  entire  di- 
ameter of  this  globe  could  protect  them!  and  that 
the  name  of  American  citizen,  like  that  of  Roman 
citizen  in  the  great  days  of  the  republic  and  of  the 
empire,  was  to  be  the  inviolable  passport  of  all  that 
wore  it  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  habitable 
world. 

At  home  the  mo3t  gratifying  picture  presents 
itself  to  the  view:  The  public  clebt  paid  off;  taxes 

reduced  one-half;  the  completion  of  the  public  de- 
fences systematically  commenced;  the  compact  with 
Georgia  uncomplied  with  since  1802,  now  carried 
into  effect,  and  her  soil  ready  to  be  freed,  as  her 
jurisdiction  has  been  delivered,  from  the  presence 
and  incumbrance  of  an  Indian  population.  Mis- 
sissippi and  Alabama,  Georgia,  Tennessee  and  N. 
Carolina,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri  and  Ar- 
kansas, in  a word,  all  the  states  incumbered  with 
an  Indian  population  have  been  relieved  from  that 
incumbrance;  and  the  Indians  themselves  have  been 
transferred  to  new  and  permanent  homes,  every 
way  better  adapted  to  the  enjoyment  of  their  ex- 
istence, the  preservation  of  their  rights,  and  the 
improvement  of  their  condition. 

The  currency  is  not  ruined!  On  the  contrary 
SEVENTY-FIVE  millions  of  specie  in  the  country 
is  a spectacle  never  seen  before,  and  is  the  barrier 
of  the  people  against  the  designs  of  any  banks  which 
may  attempt  to  suspend  payments,  and  to  force  a 
dishonored  paper  currency  upon  the  community. 
The  seventy-five  millions  are  the  security  of  the 
people  against  the  dangers  of  a depreciated  and  in- 
convertible paper  money.  Gold,  after  a disappear- 
ance of  thirty  years  is  restored  to  our  country.  All 
Europe  beholds  with  admiration  the  success  of  our 
efforts  in  three  years,  to  supply  ourselves  with  the 
currency  which  our  constitution  guaranties,  and 
which  the  example  of  France  and  Holland  shows  to 
be  so  easily  attainable,  and  of  such  incalculable  value 
to  industry,  morals,  economy  and  solid  wealth.  The 
success  of  these  efforts  is  styled  in  the  best  London 


papers,  not  merely  a reformation,  but  a revolution 
in  the  currency!  a revolution  by  which  our  Ameri- 
ca is  now  regaining  from  Europe  the  gold  and  sil- 
ver which  she  has  been  sending  to  them  for  thirty 
years  past. 

Domestic  industry  is  not  paralyzed,  confidence  is 
not  destroyed,  factories  are  not  stopped,  workmen 
are  not  mendicants  for  bread  and  employment,  credit 
is  not  extinguished,  prices  have  not  sunk,  grass  is 
not  growing  in  the  streets  of  populous  cities,  the 
wharves  are  not  lumbered  with  decaying  vessels, 
columns  of  curses  rising  from  the  bosoms  of  a ruined 
and  agonized  people,  are  not  ascending  to  heaven 
against  the  destroyer  of  a nation’s  felicity  and  pros- 
perity. On  the  contrary,  the  reverse  of  all  this  is 
true!  and  true  to  a degree  that  astonishes  and  be- 
wilders the  senses.  I know  that  all  is  not  gold 
that  glitters;  that  there  is  a difference  between  a 
specious  and  solid  prosperity.  I know  that  a part 
of  the  present  prosperity  is  apparent  only,  the  effect 
of  an  increase  of  fifty  millions  of  paper  money  forc- 
ed into  circulation  by  one  thousand  banks;  but  af- 
ter making  due  allowance  for  this  fictitious  and  de- 
lusive excess  the  real  prosperity  of  the  country 
is  still  unprecedently  and  transcendantly  great.  I 
know  that  every  flow  must  be  followed"  by  its  ebb, 
that  every  expansion  must  be  followed  by  its  con- 
traction. I know  that  a revulsion  in  the  paper  sys- 
tem is  inevitable;  but  I know,  also,  that  these  SE- 
VENTY-FIVE MILLIONS  OF  GOLD  AND 
SILVER  is  the  bulwark  of  the  country,  and  will 
enable  every  honest  bank  to  meet  its  liabilities,  and 
every  prudent  citizen  to  take  care  of  himself. 

Turning  to  some  points  in  the  civil  administra- 
tion of  president  Jackson,  and  how  much  do  we  not 
find  to  admire?  The  great  cause  of  the  constitution 
has  been  vindicated  from  an  imputation  of  more 
than  forty  years’  duration.  He  has  demonstrated 
by  the  fact  itself,  that  a national  bank  is  not  “ne- 
cessary” to  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment, and  in  that  demonstration  he  has  upset 
the  argument  of  general  Hamilton,  and  the  decision 
of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  and  all 
that  ever  has  been  said  in  favor  of  the  constitutiona- 
lity of  a national  bank.  All  this  argument  and  de- 
cision rested  upon  the  single  assumption  of  the  “ne- 
cessity” of  that.  institution  to  the  federal  government. 
He  has  shown  it  is  not  “necessary that  the  curren- 
cy of  the  constitution,  and  especially  a gold  curren- 
cy, is  all  that  the  federal  government  wants,  and 
that  she  can  get  that  whenever  she  pleases.  In  this 
single  act  he  has  vindicated  the  constitution  from 
an  unjust  imputation,  and  knocked  from  under  the 
decision  of  the  supreme  court  the  assumed  fact  on 
which  it  rested.  He  has  prepared  the  way  for  the 
reversal  of  that  decision;  and  it  is  a question  for 
lawyers  to  answer,  whether  the  case  is  not  ripe  for 
the  application  of  that  writ  of  most  remedial  nature, 
as  the  lord  Coke  calls  it,  and  which  was  invented 
lest  in  any  case  there  should  be  an  oppressive  de- 
fect of  justice?  the  venerable  writ  of  audita  querula 
defendeniis,  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  a fact  happen- 
ing since  the  judgment,  and  upon  the  due  finding  of 
which  the  judgment  will  be  vacated.  Let  the  law- 
yers bring  their  books,  and  answer  us  if  there  is  not 
a case  here  presented  for  the  application  of  that 
ancient  and  most  remedial  writ? 

From  president  Jackson  the  country  has  first 
learned  the  true  theory  and  practical  intent  of  the 
constitution,  in  giving  to  the  executive  a qualified 
negative  on  the  legislative  power  of  congress. — 
Far  from  being  an  odious,  dangerous  or  kingly  pre- 
rogative, this  power,  as  vested  in  the  president,  is 
nothing  but  a qualified  copy  of  the  famous  veto 
power  vested  in  the  tribunes  of  the  people  among 
the  Romans,  and  intended  to  suspend  the  passage 
of  a law  until  the  people  themselves  should  have 
time  to  consider  it.  The  qualified  veto  of  the  pre- 
sident destroys  nothing;  it  only  delays  the  passage 
of  a law,  and  refers  it  to  the  people  for  their  consi- 
deration and  decision.  It  is  the  reference  of  the 
law,  not  to  a committee  of  the  house,  or  of  the 
whole  house,  but  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
union.  It  is  arecommitment  of  the  bill  to  the  peo- 
ple, for  them  to  examine  and  consider:  and  if  upon 
this  examination  they  are  content  to  pass  it,  it  will 
pass  at  the  next  session.  The  delay  of  a few  months 
is  the  only  effect  of  a veto  in  a case  where  the  peo- 
ple shall  ultimately  approve  a law;  where  they  do 
not  approve  it,  the  interposition  of  the  veto  is  the 
barrier  which  saves  them  the  infliction  of  a law, 
the  repeal  of  which  might  afterwards  be  almost  im- 
possible. The  qualified  negative  is,  therefore,  a 
beneficent  power,  intended,  as  gen.  Hamilton  ex- 
pressly declares  in  the  Federalist,  to  protect,  first, 
the  executive  department  from  the  encroachments 
of  the  legislative  department;  and,  secondly,  to  pre- 
serve the  people  from  hasty,  dangerous  or  criminal 
legislation  on  the  part  of  their  representatives. — 
This  is  the  design  and  intention  of  the  veto  power; 


| and  the  fear  expressed  by  gen.  Hamilton  was  that 
presidents,  so  far  from  exercising  it  too  often,  would 
not  exercise  it  as  often  as  the.  safety  of  the  people 
required;  that  they  might  lack  the  moral  courage  to 
stake  themselves  in  opposition  to  a favorite  mea- 
sure of  the  majority  of  the  two  houses  of  congress, 
and  thus  deprive  the  people,  in  many  instances,  of 
their  right  to  pass  upon  a bill  before  it  become  a fi- 
nal law.  The  cases  in  which  president  Jackson 
has  exercised  the  veto  power  has  shown  the  sound- 
ness of  these  observations.  No  ordinary  president 
would  have  staked  himself  against  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  two  houses  of  congress,  in 
1832.  It  required  president  Jackson  to  confront 
that  power — to  stem  that  torrent — to  stay  the  pro- 
gress of  that  charter,  and  to  refer  it  to  the  people 
for  their  decision.  His  moral  courage  was  equal  to 
the  crisis.  He  arrested  the  charter  until  it  could  go 
to  the  people,  and  they  have  arrested  it  forever. — 
Had  he  not  done  so,  the  charter  would  have  become 
a law,  and  its  repeal  almost  impossible.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  whole  union  would  now  have  been  in  the 
condition  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  bestrode 
by  the  monster,  in  daily  conflict  with  him,  and  main- 
taining a doubtful  contest  for  supremacy  between 
the  government  of  a state  and  the  directory  of  a 
moneyed  corporation! 

To  detail  specific  acts  which  adorn  the  adminis- 
tration of  president  Jackson,  and  illustrate  the  in- 
tuitive sagacity  of  his  intellect,  the  firmness  of  his 
mind,  his  disregard  of  personal  popularity  and  his 
entire  devotion  to  the  public  good,  would  be  incon- 
sistent with  this  rapid  sketch,  intended  merely  to 
present  general  views,  and  not  to  detail  single  ac- 
tions, howsoever  worthy  they  way  be  of  a splendid 
page  in  the  volume  of  history.  But  how  can  we 
pass  over  the  great  measure  of  the  removal  of  the 
public  moneys  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
in  the  autumn  of  1833?  that  wise,  heroic  and  mas- 
terly measure  of  prevention,  which  has  rescued  an 
empire  from  the  fangs  of  a merciless,  revengeful, 
greedy,  insatiate,  implacable,  moneyed  power!  It 
is  a remark  for  which  I am  indebted  to  the  philoso- 
phic observation  of  my  most  esteemed  colleague 
and  friend,  (pointing  to  Dr  Linn),  that,  while  it  re- 
quires far  greater  talent  to  foresee  an  evil  before  it 
happens,  and  to  arrest  it  by  precautionary  measures, 
than  it  requires  to  apply  an  adequate  remedy  to  the 
same  evil  after  it  has  happened,  yet  the  applause 
bestowed  by  the  world  is  always  greatest  in  tne  lat- 
ter case.  Of  this  the  removal  of  the  public  moneys 
from  the  bank  of  the  United  States  is  an  eminent 
instance.  The  veto  of  1832,  which  arrested  the 
charter  which  congress  had  granted,  immediately 
received  the  applause  and  approbation  of  a majority 
of  the  union;  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  which 
prevented  the  bank  from  forcing  a recharter,  was 
disapproved  by  a large  majority  of  the  country,  and 
even  of  his  own  friends;  yet  the  veto  would  have 
been  unavailing,  and  the  bank  would  inevitably 
have  been  rechartered,  if  the  deposites  had  not  been 
removed.  The  immense  sums  of  public  money 
since  accumulated,  would  have  enabled  the  bank,  if 
she  had  retained  the  possession  of  it,  to  have  coerc- 
ed a recharter.  Nothing  but  the  removal  could  have 
prevented  her  from  extorting  a recharter  from  the 
sufferings  and  terrors  of  the  people.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  that  measure,  the  previous  veto  would  have 
been  unavailing;  the  bank  would  have  been  again 
installed  in  power,  and  this  entire  federal  govern- 
ment would  have  been  held  as  an  appendage  to  that 
bank,  and  administered  according  to  her  directions, 
and  by  her  nominees.  That  great  measure  of  pre- 
vention, the  removal  of  the  deposites,  though  feebly 
and  faintly  supported  by  friends  at  first,  has  expel- 
led the  bank  from  the  field,  and  driven  her  into 
abeyance  under  a state  charter.  She  is  not  dead, 
but,  holding  her  capital  and  stockholders  together 
under  a state  charter,  she  has  taken  a position  to 
watch  events,  and  to  profit  by  them.  The  royal  ti- 
ger has  gone  into  the  jungle!  and,  crouched  on  his 
belly,  he  awaits  the  favorable  moment  for  emerging 
from  his  cover,  and  springing  on  the  body  of  the 
unsuspicious  traveller! 

The  treasury  order  for  excluding  paper  money 
from  the  land  offices  is  another  wise  measure,  ori- 
ginating in  an  enlightened  forecast,  and  preventing 
great  mischiefs.  The  president  foresaw  the  evils 
of  suffering  a thousand  streams  of  paper  money,  is- 
suing from  a thousand  different  banks,  to  discharge 
themselves  on  the  national  domain.  He  foresaw 
that  if  these  currents  were  allowed  to  run  their 
course,  that  the  public  lands  would  be  swept  away, 
the  treasury  would  be  filled  with  irredeemable  pa- 
per, a vast  number  of  banks  must  be  broken  by 
their  folly,  and  the  erv  set  up  that  nothing  but  a na- 
tional bank  could  regulate  the  currency,  He  stop- 
ped Ihe  course  of  these  streams  of  paper;  and  in  so 
doing,  has  saved  the  country  from  a great  calamity, 
and  excited  anew  the  machinations  of  those  whose 
schemes  of  gain  and  mischief  have  been  disappoint- 
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ed,  and  who  had  counted  on  a new  edition  of  panic 
and  pressure,  and  again  saluting  congress  with  the 
old  story  of  confidence  destroyed,  currency  ruined, 
prosperity  annihilated,  and  distress  produced,  by  the 
tyranny  of  one  man.  They  began  their  lugubrious 
song:  but  ridicule  and  contempt  have  proved  too 
strong  for  money  and  insolence;  and  the  panic  letter 
of  the  ex-president  of  the  denationalized  bank,  af- 
ter limping  about  for  a few  days,  has  shrunk  from 
the  lash  of  public  scorn,  and  disappeared  from  the 
forum  of  public  debate. 

The  difficulty  with  France:  what  an  instance  it 
presents  of  the  superior  sagacity  of  president  Jack- 
son  over  all  the  common-place  politicians  who  be- 
set and  impede  his  administration  at  home!  That 
difficulty,  inflamed  and  aggravated  by  domestic  tac- 
tion, wore,  at  one  time,  a portentous  aspect:  the 
skill,  firmness,  elevation  of  purpose,  and  manly 
frankness  of  the  president,  avoided  the  danger,  ac- 
complished the  object,  commanded  the  admiration 
of  Europe,  and  retained  the  friendship  of  France. 
He  conducted  the  delicate  affair  to  a successful  and 
mutually  honorable  issue.  All  is  amicably  and 
happily  terminated,  leaving  not  a w'ound  nor  even  a 
scar  behind— leaving  the  Frenchman  and  American 
on  the  ground  on  wliich  they  have  stood  for  fifty 
years,  and  should  forever  stand;  the  ground  of 
friendship,  respect,  good  will  and  mutual  wishes 
for  the  honor,  happiness  and  prosperity  of  each 
other. 

But  why  this  specification?  So  beneficent  and 
so  glorious  has  been  the  administration  of  this  pre- 
sident, that  where  to  begin,  and  where  to  end,  in 
the  enumeration  of  great  measures,  would  be  the 
embarrassment  of  him  who  has  his  eulogy  to  make. 
He  came  into  office  the  first  of  generals;  he  goes 
out  the  first  of  statesmen.  His  civil  competitors 
have  shared  the  fate  of  his  military  opponents;  and 
Washington  city  has  been  to  the  American  politi- 
cians who  have  assailed  him,  what  New  Orleans 
was  to  the  British  generals  who  attacked  his  lines. 
Repulsed)  driven  back!  discomfitted!  crushed!  has 
been  the  fate  of  all  assailants,  foreign  and  domestic, 
civil  and  military.  At  home  and  abroad,  the  im- 
press of  his  genius  and  of  his  character  is  felt.  He 
has  impressed  upon  the  age  in  which  he  lives  the 
stamp  of  his  arms,  of  his  dijSomacy  and  of  his  do- 
mestic policy.  In  a word,  so  transcendant  have 
been  the  merits  of  his  adminstration  that  they  have 
operated  a miracle  upon  the  minds  of  his  most  in- 
veterate opponents.  He  has  expunged  their  objec- 
tions to  military  chieftains!  He  has  shown  them 
that  they  were  mistaken;  that  military  men  were 
not  the  dangerous  rulers  they  had  imagined,  but 
safe  and  prosperous  conductors  of  the  vessel  of  state. 
He  has  changed  their  fear  into  love.  With  visible 
signs  they  admit  their  error,  and  instead  of  depre- 
cating they  now  invoke  the  reign  of  chieftains. — 
They  labored  hard  to  procure  a military  successor 
to  the  present  incumbent,  and  it  their  iove  goes  on 
increasing  at  the  same  rate,  the  republic  may  be  put 
to  the  expense  of  periodical  wars,  to  breed  a perpe- 
tual succession  of  these  chieftains  to  rule  over  them 
and  their  posterity  for  ever. 

To  drop  this  irony,  which  the  inconsistency  of 
mad  opponents  has  provoked,  and  to  return  to  the 
plain  delineations  of  historical  painting,  the  mind 
instinctively  dwells  on  the  vast  and  unprecedented 
popularity  of  this  president.  Great  is  the  influence, 
grq#.t  the  power,  greater  than  any  man  ever  before 
possessed  in  our  America,  which  he  has  acquired 
over  the  public  mind.  And  how  has  he  acquired  it? 
Not  by  the  arts  of  intrigue  or  the  juggling  tricks  of 
diplomacy;  not  by  undermining  rivals  or  sacrificing 
public  interests  for  the  gratification  of  classes  or  in- 
dividuals. But  he  has  acquired  it,  first,  by  the  ex- 
ercise of  an  intuitive  sagacity  which,  leaving  all 
book  learning  at  an  immeasurable  distance  behind, 
has  always  enabled  him  to  adopt  the  right  remedy, 
at  the  right  time,  and  to  conquer  soonest  when  the 
men  of  forms  and  office  thought  him  most  near  to 
ruin  and  despair.  Next,  by  a moral  courage  which 
knew  no  fear  when  the  public  good  beckoned  him 
to  go  on.  Last,  and  chiefest,  he  has  acquired  it  by 
an  open  honesty  of  purpose,  which  knew  no  con- 
cealments; by  a straight  forwardness  of  action, 
which  disdained  the  forms  of  office  and  the  arts  of 
intrigue;  by  a disinterestedness  of  motive,  which 
knew  no  selfish  or  sordid  calculation;  a devotedness 
of  patriotism,  which  staked  every  thing  personal 
on  the  issue  of  every  measure  which  the  public 
welfare  required  him  to  adopt.  By  these  qualities, 
and  thesq  means,  he  has  acquired  his  prodigious 
popularity  and  bis  transcendent  influence  over  the 
public  mind;  and  if  there  are  any  who  envy  that  in- 
fluence and  popularity,  let  them  envy,  also,  and 
emulate,  if  they  can,  the  qualities  and  means  by 
which  they  were  acquired. 

Great  has  been  the  opposition  to  president  Jack- 
son’s administration;  greater,  perhaps,  than  ever 
has  been  exhibited  against  any  government,  short 


of  actual  insurrection  and  forcible  resistance.  Re 
volution  has  been  proclaimed!  and  every  thing  has 
been  done  that  could  be  expected,  to  produce  revo- 
lution. The  country  has  been  alarmed,  agitated, 
convulsed.  From  the  senate  chamber  to  the  village 
bar-room,  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other, 
denunciation,  agitation,  excitement,  has  been  the 
order  of  the  day.  For  eight  years  the  president  of 
this  republic  has  stood  upon  a volcano,  vomiting  fire 
and  flames  upon  him,  and  threatening  the  country 
itself  with  ruin  and  desolation,  if  the  people  did  not 
expel  the  usurper,  despot  and  tyrant,  as  he  was 
called,  from  the  high  place  to  which  the  suffrages 
of  millions  of  freemen  had  elevated  him. 

Great  is  the  confidence  which  he  has  always  re- 
posed in  the  discernment  and  equity  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  I have  been  accustomed  to  see  him  for 
many  years,  and  under  many  discouraging  trials; 
but  never  saw  him  doubt,  for  an  instant,  theultimate 
support  of  the  people.  It  was  my  privilege  to  see 
him  often,  and  during  the  most  gloomy  period  of  the 
panic  conspiracy',  when  the  w hole  earth  seemed  to 
be  in  commotion  against  him,  and  when  many 
friends  were  faltering,  and  stout  hearts  wrere  quail- 
ing, before  the  raging  storm  which  bank  machina- 
tion, and  senatorial  denunciation,  had  conjured  up 
to  overwhelm  him.  I saw  him  in  the  darkest  mo- 
ments of  this  gloomy  period;  and  never  did  I see 
his  confidence  in  the  ultimate  support  of  his  fellow 
citizens  forsake  him  for  an  instant.  He  always 
said  the  people  would  stand  by  those  who  stand  by 
them;  and  nobly  have  they  justified  that  confidence. 
That  verdict,  the  voice  of  millions,  which  now  de- 
mands the  expurgation  of  that  sentence  which  the 
senate  and  the  bank  then  pronounced  upon  him,  is 
the  magnificent  response  of  the  people’s  hearts  to  the 
implicit  confidence  which  he  then  reposed  in  them. 
But  it  was  not  in  the  people  only  that  he  had  confi- 
dence; there  was  another,  and  a far  Higher  Power,  to 
which  he  constantly  looked  to  save  the  country, 
and  its  defenders,  from  every  danger;  and  signal 
events  prove  that  he  did  not  look  to  that  High  Powtt 
is  vain. 

Sir,  I think  it  right,  in  approaching  the  termina- 
tion of  this  great  question,  to  present  this  faint  and 
rapid  sketch  of  the  brilliant,  beneficent  and  glori- 
ous administration  of  president  Jackson.  It  is  not 
for  me  to  attempt  to  do  it  justice;  it  is  not  for  ordi- 
nary men  to  attempt  its  history.  His  military  life, 
resplendent  with  dazzling  evenls,  will  demand  the 
pen  of  a nervous  writer;  his  civil  administration,  re- 
plete with  scenes  which  have  called  into  action  so 
many  and  such  various  passions  ofthe  human  heart, 
and  which  has  given  to  native  sagacity  so  many 
victories  over  practised  politicians,  will  require 
the  profound,  luminous  and  philosophical  concep- 
tions of  a Livy,  a Plutarch,  or  a Sallust.  This  his- 
tory is  not  to  be  written  in  our  day.  The  cotem- 
poraries of  such  events  are  not  the  hands  to  describe 
them.  Time  must  first  do  its  office — must  silence 
the  passions,  remove  the  actors,  develope  conse- 
quences, and  canonize  all  that  is  sacred  to  honor, 
patriotism  and  glory.  In  after  ages  the  historic  ge- 
nius of  our  America  shall  produce  the  writers  which 
the  subject  demands — men  far  removed  from  the 
contests  of  this  day,  who  will  knovv  how  to  estimate 
this  great  epoch,  and  how  to  acquire  an  immortality 
for  their  own  names  by  painting,  with  a master’s 
hand,  the  immortal  events  of  the  patriot  president’s 
life. 

And  now',  sir,  I finish  the  task  which,  three  years 
ago,  I imposed  on  myself.  Solitary  and  alone,  and 
amidst  the  jeers  and  taunts  of  my  opponents,  I put 
this  ball  in  motion.  The  people  have  taken  it  up, 
and  rolled  it  forward,  and  I am  no  longer  any  thing 
but  a unit  in  the  vast  mass  which  now  propels  it. 
In  the  name  of  that  mass  I speak.  I demand  the 
execution  of  the  edict  of  the  people:  I demand 
the  expurgation  of  that  sentence  wffiich  the  voice  of 
a few  senators,  and  the  power  of  their  confederate, 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  has  caused  to  be 
placed  on  the  journal  of  the  senate,  and  which  the 
voice  of  millions  of  freemen  has  ordered  to  be  ex- 
punged from  it. 


AMERICAN  STOCKS  IN  ENGLAND. 

From  the  N.  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 

We  publish  below  an  extract  from  the  London 
Bankers’  Circular  of  Jan.  27th,  the  chief  object  of 
which  appears  to  have  been  to  guard  the  minds  of 
of  the  British  public  against  the  influence  of  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  Dallas  and  other  politicans  of 
Pennsylvania  in  reference  to  the  United  States 
bank.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  only  argument 
by  which  they  attempted  to  allay  the  apprehension 
wffiich  existed,  or  was  liable  to  exist,  as  to  the  safe- 
ty of  American  stocks,  was  based  upon  the  pre- 
sumption that  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Dallas  would 
not  be  carried  into  effect.  This  is  a virtual  admis- 
sion that  if  the  charter  of  the  United  States  bank 
should  be  repealed,  in  spite  of  all  the  guaranties 


which  surround  it,  there  would  then  be  reason  for 
looking  with  distrust  upon  American  stocks  gene- 
rally; since,  if  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  has  a 
right  to  annul  the  charter  of  this  bank,  the  legisla- 
tures of  all  other  states  have  a right  to  annul  the  char- 
ters by  them  respectively  granted.  It  is  true  that 
some  of  the  states,  our  own  among  the  rest,  have 
latterly  reserved  the  right  of  repeal,  in  the  case  of 
such  institutions,  by  the  express  terms  of  their 
charters.  Of  course  there  would  be  no  breach  of 
faith  in  repealing  charters  granted  under  such  a con- 
dition. The  only  question,  in  regard  to  them, 
would  be  one  of  expediency.  But  very  different  13 
the  case  with  the  United  States  bank.  The  charter 
of  that  institution  w:as  granted  for  a definite  period, 
and  in  consideration  of  a very  large  bonus.  To  an- 
nul such  a charter  would  be  a breach  of  faith  ofthe 
most  flagrant  character;  and  the  legislature  which 
should  do  it,  or  the  state  which  should  sanction  the 
act,  could  no  longer  be  entitled  to  public  confi- 
dence. Whoever  might  make  a bargain  with  such 
a state  could  only  calculate  on  its  being  fulfilled  in 
case  it  should  prove  a bad  one  for  himself;  or,  at 
least,  a good  one  for  the  state.  The  bargain  of 
Pennsylvania  with  the  U.  States  bank  was  unques- 
tionably of  such  a character.  For,  besides  securing 
to  the  state  an  outright  bonus  of  four  or  five  mil- 
lions, it  gives  to  its  citizens  the  use  of  other  men’s 
capital  to  the  amount  of  perhaps  thirty  millions  of 
dollars.  Both  are  great  acquisitions;  and  Pennsyl- 
vania was  fortunate  in  being  fixed  upon  as  the  party 
with  whom  the  bargain  should  be  made.  If  she 
had  declined  it,  there  were  other  states  which  would 
have  gladly  taken  it  off  her  hands.  We  have  no 
doubt  the  London  bankers  are  right  in  presuming 
that  a proposition  so  outrageous  as  to  annul  the 
charter  of  the  United  States  bank,  granted  under 
such  circumstances,  would  never  be  sanctioned  by 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  or  even  by  her  legisla- 
ture. And  in  so  presuming,  they  did  not  impute  to 
that  state  a greater  share  of  honor  and  integrity 
than  belongs,  or  ought  to  belong,  to  every  other 
civilized  community. 

[the  circular.] 

29,  St.  Sioithin’s  Lane,  London. 

Sirs:  A subject,  in  which  many  of  our  subscri- 
bers are  much  interested,  has  lately  been  discussed 
in  the  U.  States  among  the  higher  circles  of  socie- 
ty, and  in  a manner  which  has  induced  some  per- 
sons in  this  country  to  apprehend  danger  for  their 
property  invested  in  American  securities:  we  have 
therefore  sought  for  an  opportunity  to  make  a few 
brief  remarks  upon  it.  We  believe  that  the  amount 
of  British  capital  invested— not  for  speculation  but 
for  income — in  the  public  works,  banks,  state  cre- 
dits and  institutions  of  the  United  States  now  ex- 
ceeds twenty  millions  sterling;  and  we  observe  a 
growing  disposition  to  increase  it.  The  invest- 
ments of  British  capital  in  such  securities  are  not, 
perhaps,  at  this  instant  in  a state  of  progressive 
augmentation,  because  in  a period  of  disturbance 
and  derangement  every  man  is  engaged  in  fortify- 
ing and  securing  his  particular  local  position,  and 
will  not  part  with  any  of  the  pecuniary  power  un- 
der his  command  in  any  direction  which  would 
place  in  jeopardy  its  prompt  and  immediate  availa- 
bility. But  from  year  to  year  we  observe  a decid- 
ed and  growing  inclination,  in  the  banking  interest 
and  its  connexions  especially,  to  send  money  be- 
yond the  Atlantic  for  a higher  income — the  securi- 
ty in  such  cases  has  been  deemed  equal  to  that 
which  any  country  in  Europe  would  afford.  This 
disposition  will  increase  with  the  multiplying  faci- 
lities of  correspondence  and  intercourse,  and  an 
augmented  traffic  cannot  fail  to  result  from  it, 
which  will  be  much  accelerated  by  the  establish- 
ment of  communication  by  steamboats  between  Li- 
verpool and  New  York,  and  a railway  between 
London  and  Liverpool.  If  peace  between  the  two 
countries  remain  unbroken  for  twenty  years  longer, 
this  matter  alone,  when  combined  with  the  rapidly 
expanding  commercial  sources  ofthe  United  States, 
will  either  break  down  the  existing  systems  of  our 
currency,  or  will  compel  the  bank  of  England  to 
make  efforts  periodically  to  break  down  the  pros- 
perity of  manufactures  and  commerce. 

This  refers  to  the  general  state  of  things  result- 
ing from  American  commerce  and  intercourse;  we 
are  now7  proceeding  to  bring  under  notice  a particu- 
lar section  of  the  subject  only — that  relating  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States.  The  short  description 
of  the  matter  is  this:  A bank  is  an  institution  which 
gives  great  political  pow'er  to  its  possessors  and  mi- 
nisters, and  some  joint  stock  banks  have  been  found- 
ed in  England  as  well  as  Scotland,  with  that  for 
their  basis  and  motive  of  action.  From  its  nature, 
the  influence  of  a bank  must  be  allied  to  the  aristo- 
cracy of  wealth,  and  not  to  the  democracy  of  num- 
bers; and  this  is  more  especially  the  case  with  great 
chartered  banks  having  immense  power.  The  late 
bank  of  the  United  Stales  was  one  of  this  descrip- 
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ton,  and  its  political  influence  was  prodigious.  In 
vhat  manner  that  influence  was  exercised,  is  a 
oint  we  do  not  touch,  further  than  to  say  that  we 
elieve  it  was  used  in  a manner  quite  as  free  from 
corruption  and  partiality,  and  quite  as  judiciously, 
as  other  banks  of  the  same  character  are  wont  to 
exercise  their  power  in  any  part  of  the  world. — 
The  election  of  president  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  depends  upon  the  democracy — upon 
numbers  and  not  upon  wealth;  and  hence  the  bank 
became  obnoxious  to  general  Jackson,  and  civil 
hostilities  between  the  two  parties  arose  from  this 
cause.  The  president  succeeded  in  preventing  the 
bank  obtaining  a renewal  of  its  charter,  which  was 
intended  to  embrace  the  same  privileges,  and  to  in- 
vest the  bank  with  the  same  general  power  through- 
out the  entire  federal  union,  as  the  charter  which 
expired  about  two  years  ago.  After  a protracted 
struggle  to  carry  the  new  bank  charter  bill  into  a 
law,  in  which  a majority  of  the  two  legislative 
chambers  of  the  general  congress  concurred,  the 
attempt  was  finally  abandoned  by  the  bank,  and  its 
officers  were  proceeding  to  wind  up  its  affairs  gra- 
dually and  judiciously.  They  had  disposed  advan- 
tageously of  most  of  their  branches,  and  had  brought 
the  matter  into  that  state  when  a general  distribu- 
tion of  the  assets  of  the  bank  and  a final  settlement 
were  near  at  hand.  In  this  state  of  things,  a char- 
ter was  granted  to  the  proprietors  of  the  bank  by 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  this  act  of  its  legis- 
lature was  sought,  not  by  Mr.  Biddle  or  any  other 
erson  engaged  in  the  administration  of  the  old 
ank,  but  by  influential  inhabitants  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, for  the  benefit  of  that  state. 

These  circumstances  are  very  clearly  set  forth  in 
a letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Biddle,  the  president  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  to  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams, 
D.  C.  dated  the  Ifltli  of  November,  1836.  This 
letter  appears  to  have  been  rendered  necessary  by 
the  publication  of  an  opinion  from  Mr.  Dallas,  an 
advocate,  alleging  that  the  constitution  did  not  give 
the  power  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  or  any  other 
to  grant  such  a charter.  If  this  opinion  were  valid, 
it  would  endanger  the  foundation  of  all  institutions 
lor  which  charters  have  been  obtained  from  any  of 
the  separate  legislatures  of  the  republic.  For, 
though  Mr.  Dallas  refers  to  a particular  act  of  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  called  “the  convention 
act,”  as  a means  of  making  the  new  charter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  null  and  void,  it  is  obvi- 
ous that  any  thing  which  should  disturb  a contract 
made  under  such  circumstances  as  those  which 
characterised  the  contract  between  the  bank  and 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  would  sap  the  founda- 
tion of  all  property  similarly  situated.  Mr.  Biddle, 
therefore,  very  properly  makes  known  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  negotiation  for  the  charter, 
an<l  overturns,  by  cogent  reasons,  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Dallas.  In  this  valuable  communication,  Mr. 
Biddle  says  thatthe  late  “bank  of  the  United  States, 
chartered  by  congress,  but  fixed  in  Pennsylvania, 
was  always  an  object  of  state  pride  and  state  poli- 
ce. It  had  been  proposed  by  a Pennsylvanian,  had 
always  been  governed  by  Pennsylvanians;  and  when 
the  state  lost,  in  the  course  of  nature,  its  commer- 
cial ascendency,  the  bank  still  maintained  its  supe- 
riority as  the  financial  centre  of  the  union.  Ac- 
cordingly, when  the  charter  was  about  to  expire, 
Pennsylvania  made  great  efforts  to  renew  it.”  He 
then  proceeds  to  narrate  the  facts  relating  to  the 
proposition  of  conferring  the  charter,  and  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  appear  to  us  to  have  the  most  im- 
portant boaring  on  the  subject. 

[Here  follow  large  extracts  from  Mr.  Biddle’s 
letter,  which  we  have  already  published  entire.] 

The  only  other  extract  that  we  consider  necessa- 
ry to  be  quoted,  relates  to  the  power  possessed  by 
the  legislature  or  the  convention  to  interfere  with, 
or  cancel,  the  charter.  As  some  persons  in  this 
country  have — it  appears  to  us  most  absurdly — felt 
alarmed  at  the  threatened  exercise  of  their  power, 
we  recommend  them  to  read  attentively  these  para- 
graphs, and  to  reflect  upon  the  principle  which  con- 
stitutes the  foundation  and  security  of  property  in 
all  commercial  countries.  In  England,  we  carried 
this  principle  so  lar  as  to  disdain  to  tax  the  proper- 
ty of  foreigners  invested  in  our  funds,  when  we 
taxed  every  subject  of  the  realm  who  held  posses- 
sion ol  the  same  property.  The  Americans  are 
not  such  fools  as  to  undermine  the  foundations  of 
their  prosperity  pursuant  to  the  special  pleading  of 
a superficial  lawyer. 

It  has  been  seen  that  one-fourth  part  of  the  en- 
tire stock  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  was 
held  by  foreigners;  nearly  the  whole  of  this,  no 
j doubt,  being  the.  property  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain.  Since  the  old  bank  was  converted 
i F1*0  thc  new  bank  of  the  United  States  under  their 
I Pennsylvania  charter,  they  have  borrowed  on  their 
bonds  in  London,  through  the  house  of  Baring  8c 
i Overend,  Gurney  8c  Co.  acting  as  agents  for 


the  latter,  a million  sterling.  Here  is  an  amount  of 
British  capital  exceeding,  we  believe,  three  millions 
and  a half — for  almost  all  the  proprietors  of  the  old 
bank  accepted  the  new  stock — invested  in  one 
American  bank.  A proportion  of  banking  capital, 
probably  nearly  approaching  to  this,  is  held  by  Eng- 
lishmen in  several  other  banks  at  Boston,  New 
York,  New  Orleans  and  other  Atlantic  cities:  and 
then  there  are  the  bonds  of  the  state  governments, 
the  shares  in  railways,  canals,  mines,  conducted  on 
the  public  proprietary  system,  which  have  also 
tempted  the  wealthy  men  and  women  of  the  old 
country  to  improve  their  incomes  by  offering  high- 
er interest  for  investments.  All  these  channels 
have  absorbed  an  amazing  amount  of  British  capi- 
tal, and  the  agencies  for  transmitting  it  and  receiv- 
ing the  accruing  dividends  or  interest,  have  been 
among  the  most  lucrative  sources  of  mercantile  pro- 
fit for  our  merchant  bankers  in  London  and  Liver- 
pool. And  though  the  operation  of  such  agents  has 
been  for  a time  checked  by  the  restrictive  force  ap- 
plied by  the  bank  of  England,  the  groundwork  of 
the  traffic  is  substantially  so  good  that  we  have  no 
doubt  it  will  revive  in  full  force  after  the  lapse  of  a 
short  period,  and  all  the  attempts  of  the  bank  of 
England  to  put  a stop  to  it  will  be  absolutely  vain 
and  futile,  or  extensively  mischievous  and  intolera- 
bly burdensome  to  this  country. 

Those  politicians  who  look  to  the  legislature  of 
America  to  check  the  influx  of  British  capital  for 
such  purposes  as  we  have  indicated,  do  but  deceive 
themselves.  The  bugbear  of  raising  up  the  non-ope- 
rative convention  act  to  remedy  the  alledged  evil, 
was  calculated  to  alarm  for  a moment  some  weak- 
minded  persons;  but  it  has  had  its  day.  In  the  Unit- 
ed States  it  was  understood,  as  Mr.  Biddle  says, 
“the  question  was  agitated  merely  for  the  election, 
and  expired  with  it.”  We  are  much  mistaken  if  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  when  he  directs  the  power  of  the  execu- 
tive, be  not  found  quietly  mitigating  the  policy  of 
his  predecessor  in  the  bank  question,  and  employing 
himself  in  essentially  altering  its  tone  and  character. 
We  are,  sirs,  obediently,  H.  B.  & CO. 


JUSTICE  TO  A REPRESENTATIVE  OF 
THE  NATION  ABROAD. 

From  the  New  York  American,  of  March  16. 

London,  3ist  Dec.  1S36. 

Mv  dear  sir:  I have  felt  it  my  duty  to  send 
you  a New  York  paper,  the  Commercial  Advertiser 
of  the  20 th  November  last,  which  contains,  as  you 
will  see,  a serious  attack  on  your  own  conduct  as 
the  representative  of  our  government  in  this  coun- 
try. The  nature  of  the  attack,  it  seems  to  me,  is 
such,  that  a due  regard  to  the  interests  of  our  own 
common  country,  as  well  as  to  your  own  character 
and  honor,  requires  that  it  should  be  met  by  a 
prompt  and  decisive  refutation;  and  I am  therefore 
desirous  that  you  should  enable  me  to  contradict 
and  repel  the  charges  which  it  involves,  upon  your 
own  authority. 

Since  your  arrival  in  this  country,  I have  had 
the  best  opportunities  to  observe  your  conduct  and 
proceedings,  and  hence  your  personal  assurances 
are  quite  unnecessary  to  satisfy  my  own  mind,  that 
the  accusation  of  the  New  York  editor  is  rash  and 
unfounded,  and  from  its  spirit  and  tendency,  de- 
serves to  be  branded  as  an  odious  calumny.  It  is 
so  far  from  being  true,  that  you  have  been  engaged 
“in  attempts  to  injure  the  credit  of  your  country 
and  its  institutions,”  that  your  efforts  to  sustain 
both — I speak  of  facts  within  my  own  knowledge 
— have  been  unremitting.  I have  the  strongest 
reasons  to  believe  that  your  representations  and 
opinions  have  contributed,  materially,  to  dissipate 
the  fears  that  to  some  extent  have  prevailed,  and 
to  restore  the  confidence  of  the  capitalists  of  Lon- 
don, which  the  unusual  pressure  in  the  money 
market  of  the  United  States  had  somewhat  impair- 
ed, in  the  moneyed  institutions  of  our  country,  and 
more  especially  in  the  institutions  of  the  very  city 
where  your  accuser  resides. 

I am,  therefore,  morally  certain  that  you  were 
not  in  any  sense  the  author  of  the  letter  in  the 
Globe,  to  which  the  editor  of  the  Commercial  refers, 
and  the  contents  of  which  form  the  sole  pretext  for 
the  charges  he  has  preferred.  I am  quite  sure  that 
neither  the  terms,  nor  “the  substance  of  the  letter,” 
came  from  you,  or  from  any  person  connected  with 
your  legation.  I am  equally  persuaded  that  the 
republication  here  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  letter  rela- 
tive to  the  bank  of  the  U.  States,  far  from  being  di- 
rected or  procured  by  you,  was  made  without  your 
advice,  concurrence  or  privity;  and  yet  this  repub- 
lication— which,  with  the  motives  that  led  to  it,  is 
stated  by  the  writer  of  the  letter  in  the  Globe — has 
proved  the  main  cause  of  the  calumnies  that  have 
been  directed  against  you! 

I have  given  you  my  personal  convictions,  but  I 
cannot  expect  that  they  will  be  received  as  an  an- 
swer by  the  editor  w;  o has  assailed  you,  or  that 


they  will  be  alone  sufficient  to  put  an  end  to  those 
suspicions  in  the  minds  of  others,  which  he  has 
labored  with  some  skill  to  create.  I therefore 
hope,  with  confidence,  that  you  will  not  hesitate  to 
furnish  me,  in  your  reply,  with  that  conclusive 
evidence  of  the  falsity  of  the  charges  asserted  or  in- 
sinuated against  you,  which  I am  desirous  to  ob- 
tain, and  that  you  will  leave  it  to  my  discretion  and 
friendship,  to  make  a suitable  use  of  the  informa- 
tion you  may  give.  Believe  me,  with  the  highest 
esteem,  ever  faithfully  yours, . 

His  excellency  Andrew  Stevenson. 

My  dear  sir:  I have  this  moment  received  the 
friendly  letter  which  you  have  been  good  enough  to 
address  to  me,  and  am  very  sensible  of  the  kind 
feelings  which  have  prompted  it.  For  so  conside- 
rate a mark  of  your  kindness  and  regard,  I pray  you 
to  accept  my  grateful  acknowledgments. 

You  are  quite  right  in  the  opinion  you  expressed 
of  the  article  in  the  Commercial;  and  whilst  I might, 
and  probably  ought,  under  other  circumstances,  to 
regard  with  contemptuous  silence,  all  such  attacks, 
there  may  be,  as  you  suppose,  something  in  the  cha- 
racter of  this  article  connected  with  the  interests  of 
our  country  w'hich  merits  notice.  It  is  in  this  view 
alone,  and  through  respect  for  your  opinion,  that  I 
feel  justified  in  making  the  explanation  desired.  I 
have  read,  I confess,  with  surprise  and  indignation, 
the  article  containing  the  attack  on  me  by  the  edi- 
tor of  the  Commercial;  aggravated,  if  possible,  by 
the  fact,  that  it  is  a repetition  of  a former  one,  of 
like  character.  I need  hardly  say,  that  the  whole  af- 
fair, from  beginning  to  end,  is  a sheer  fabrication,  and 
wholly  destitute  of  truth.  Who  the  writer  of  the 
letter  is,  to  which  allusion  is  made,  I certainly  can't 
say;  but  that  it  was  written  by,  or  with  the  know- 
ledge, advice  or  sanction,  of  any  one  in  this  lega- 
tion, or  in  any  manner  connected  with  it,  is  wholly 
untrue.  Of  this,  I presume  the  editors  of  the  Globe 
will,  if  they  have  not  already,  assure  the  public. 

Indeed,  so  far  from  having  had  any  agency  my- 
self in  writing  or  causing  any  such  letter  to  be  writ- 
ten, I knew  nothing  of  it  until  I read  it  in  (he  Glob? 
a few  weeks  since.  You  may,  then,  well  imagine 
my  surprise  at  so  wanton  and  barefaced  a calumny, 
and  that,  too,  (as  appears  by  the  article  itself),  after 
a denial  by  the  editors  of  the  Globe  that  the  letter 
was  written  by  myself.  Nor  is  there  any  better 
foundation  lor  supposing  that  I had  any  agency  or 
direction  in  the  republication  here  of  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren’3  letter  about  the  bank  of  the  United  States. — 
The  first  intimation  I had  of  its  republication,  was 
the  appearance  of  the  pamphlet  itself.  You  are  au- 
thorised then,  my  dear  sir,  in  pronouncing,  on  my 
authority,  here  or  elsewhere,  the  whole  charge  false 
and  calumnious,  without  the  slightest  justification 
for  it,  either  in  misconception  or  misinformation. 

My  course,  as  the  representative  of  my  country, 
since  I have  been  here,  has  been  open  and  straight- 
forward, and  requires,  I flatter  myself,  neither  con- 
cealment or  justification.  On  my  arrival  in  Lon- 
don, I had  the  good  fortune  to  make  your  acquaint- 
ance, and  have  since  enjoyed  much  of  your  society. 
To  no  one,  has  my  course  of  conduct  probably  been 
better  known  than  to  yourself,  and  whilst  you  do 
me  more  than  justice  in  the  estimate  you  so  kindly 
place  on  my  public  labors,  I have  the  consciousness 
to  know  that  this  is  not  the  case,  in  relation  to  the 
zeal  and  fidelity  which  have  animated  me  in  the 
service  of  our  common  country.  Since  I have  been 
here,  I have  had  nothing  to  do  with  on r party  strifes 
and  divisions  at  home.  However  determined  I may 
be  in  my  political  and  party  opinions,  and  devoted 
to  my  political  friends,  (and  few  men  arc  more  so), 

I feel  that  here,  as  the  representative  of  my  coun- 
try, I can  know  no  party.  My  political  friends  nei- 
ther wish  nor  require  it.  I am,  at  this  court,  the 
representative  of  no  political  party;  the  advocate  of 
no  particular  interest,  but  the  minister  of  my  whole 
and  undivided  country;  equally  desirous  to  promote 
the  prosperity  and  happiness,  and  honor,  not  of  a 
part,  but  the  whole.  I came  here  to  fulfil  other  and 
higher  duties  in  relation  to  my  country  and  myself, 
than  such  as  the  editor  of  thc  Commercial  has  been 
pleased  to  ascribe  to  me.  Upon  what  authority,  and 
with  what  motives,  he  has  made  his  charge,  I leave 
the  public  to  judge.  Of  one  thing,  I am  quite  cer- 
tain, that  if  such  conduct  is  not  reprobated  by  the 
liberal  and  enlightened  men  of  all  parties,  it  can 
have  no  other  eifect  than  to  humble  our  country  at 
home  and  disparage  it  abroad.  But  I forbear;  I am 
just  on  the  way  for  a week’s  visit  to  Broadlands, 
and  repeating  my  thanks  for  the  kind  interest  you 
have  taken  in  this  matter,  beg  you  to  accept  assur- 
ances of  the  warm  esteem  and  regard  of,  very  dear 
sir,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

A.  STEVENSON. 

23  Portland  Place,  Dec.  31,  1836. 

On  the  subject  of  Mr.  Stevenson’s  agency  in 
countervailing  the  mischievous  effects  of  the  Globe’s 
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London  correspondent,  to  bring  into  disrepute  in 
tiiat  capital,  the  new  bank  chartered  by  Pennsylva- 
nia, a private  letter  enclosing  the  above  correspon- 
dence, holds  this  language: 

“Mr.  Stevenson’s  course  has  not  only  been  free 
from  reproach,  but  is  entitled  to  very  high  praise, 
and  I refer  especially  to  his  conduct  in  the  matter 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  He  has  not  hesi- 
tated whenever  the  subject  has  been  introduced,  to 
avow  his  belief  that  the  charter  of  the  bank  will  not 
be  repealed,  and  his  conviction  that  it  ought  not  to 
be,  except  upon  the  clearest  evidence  of  corruption 
found — and  so  well-timed  have  been  his  declara- 
tions that  Mr.  Bates  (of  the  house  of  Barings)  has 
assured  him,  that  they  have  fully  counteracted  the 
mischievous  eiforts  that  the  conduct  and  opinions 
of  Mr.  Rush  would  otherwise  have  had,  not  merely 
on  the  credit  of  the  bank,  but  on  the  character  of 
the  country.  Mr.  Rush  is  the  sole  author  of  the 
letter  in  the  Globe,  and  .of  the  republication  here  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren’s  letter,  with  a preface  written,  I 
fully  believe,  by  himself.” 

AMERICAN  COLONIES  IN  AFRICA. 

From  the  Baltimore  American. 

Our  readers  will  peruse  with  much  gratification 
the  annexed  highly  interesting  official  communica- 
tion to  the  secretary  of  the  navy  from  capt.  Joseph 
I.  Nicholson  of  the  navy.  The  author  ol  the  let- 
ter has  evidently  taken  great  pains  to  inform  him- 
self in  reference  to  the  condition,  moral  and  physi- 
cal, of  the  various  American  colonies  in  Africa,  and 
makes  highly  judicious  remarks  upon  the  results  of 
his  investigations.  To  the  people  of  Maryland  the 
very  prosperous  situation  of  the  colony  at  Cape 
Palmas  must  afford  heartfelt  gratification,  presenting 
as  it  does  strong  inducements  for  emigrants  to  be- 
come citizens  of  that  thriving  community.  The 
labors  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Wilson,  who  has  a school  of 
native  children  and  adults,  one  hundred  in  number, 
promise  the  most  beneficial  consequences  to  the 
African  race.  It  appears  that  among  the  pupils  of 
this  gentleman  are  several  children  of  native  kings, 
who  will,  ere  long,  exercise  kingly  authority,  and 
be  thus  enabled  to  extend  among  their  subjects  the 
blessings  of  Christianity.  The  judiciousness  of  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Maryland  colonists  in  devot- 
ing themselves  to  agriculture,  instead  of  entering 
into  traffic  with  the  natives,  has  manifested  itself 
in  the  happy  state  of  the  settlement,  and  the  pro- 
mise of  permanent  prosperity  which  they  enjoy. 

U.  S.  ship  Potomac,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Jan.  8,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  ar- 
rived at  Cape  Mesurado  on  the  20th  November, 
whence  we  sailed  for  Bassa  Cove  on  the  27th,  and 
to  make  the  following  report  of  its  state  as  far  as  I 
could  ascertain  from  my  own  observation,  the  re- 
ports of  the  authorities  at  Monrovia,  and  the  infor- 
mation derived  from  the  officers  of  the  ship. 

Its  elevated  location  was  selected  with  judgment; 
it  may  be  effectually  fortified,  and  its  anchorage  is 
good.  The  population  is  about  one  thousand,  and 
their  exports  amount  to  seventy-five  thousand  dol- 
lars annually,  in  camwood,  ivory,  palm  oil  and  a few 
hides;  but  at  present  their  trade  is  much  depressed 
in  consequence  of  the  wars  among  the  natives. — 
The  forests  abound  with  medicinal  herbs,  gums, 
and  valuable  wood  of  almost  every  description. 
About  seventy-five  vessels  touch  here  annually,  of 
which  one-third  are  Americans.  Their  agriculture 
appears  to  have  been  neglected,  owing  they  say  to 
the  pecuniary  embarrassment  of  the  people  and  the 
want  of  cattle  and  agricultural  implements.  Cot- 
ton, coffee,  and  the  richest  sugar  cane  are  indige- 
nous to  the  soil,  and  with  encouragement  and  indus- 
try, could  be  produced  in  any  quantities.  The  sa- 
lubrity of  the  climate  is  found  to  increase  as  the  fo- 
rests are  cleared  away.  Vegetables  of  many  kinds 
may  be  raised  in  plenty;  and  hogs,  sheep,  goats  and 
cows  appear  to  thrive.  Fish  in  abundance  are  found 
in  the  streams,  and  it  is  generally  admitted  that  a 
very  comfortable  subsistence  can  be  procured  by 
any  man  of  moderately  industrious  habits.  But 
they  complain  that  the  want  of  capital  prevents  the 
farmer  from  raising:  a surplus. 

The  slave  trade  within  the  three  last  years  has 
seriously  injured  the  colony.  Not  only  has  it  di- 
verted the  industry  of  the  natives,  but  it  has  effec- 
tually cut  off  the  communication  with  the  interior. 
The  w ir  parties  being  in  the  habit  of  plundering 
and  kidnapping  for  slaves  all  whom  they  meet,  whe- 
ther parties  to  the  war  or  not,  the  daring  of  the  sla- 
ver increases  with  the  demand  for  slaves,  which 
could  not  of  late  be  supplied  by  the  usual  means. 
The  slavers  have,  therefore,  excited  the  natives  to 
war,  by  the  distribution  of  their  goods,  an  appeal 
to  their  avarice  which  is  but  too  successful,  and 
within  a year  four  slave  factories  have  been  esta- 
blished almost  within  sight  of  the  colony.  But  the 


colonists  say  they  are  deterred  from  marching  to  de- 
stroy them,  by  the  certain  revenge  to  which  their 
helpless  trading  vessels  are  exposed.  If  the  slavers 
W'ere  kept  from  the  coast,  which,  I am  informed, 
could  be  effected,  if  the  colony  possessed  an  armed 
vessel,  to  be  manned  by  their  own  people,  this 
cause  of  four-fifths  of  the  wars  w'ould  be  removed, 
and  the  natives  would  return  to  their  peaceful  pur- 
suits. 

It  is  complained,  that  many  of  the  emigrants  are 
forced  to  expend  what  little  capital  they  may  have 
in  erecting  their  buildings,  &c.  and  to  resort  to  pet- 
ty traffic  lor  immediate  subsistence,  to  the  neglect 
of  slower  returns  of  agriculture;  and  that  the  drain 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Monrovia  to  form  the  other 
settlements,  has  been  a serious  obstacle  to  its  growth. 
Some  of  the  officers  who  have  been  here  before  tell 
me  that  it  evidently  is  not  as  prosperous  as  it  was 
at  their  former  visit,  which  I would  ascribe  to  the 
neglect  of  agriculture  for  the  pursuit  of  trade,  which 
being  now  cut  off  by  the  native  wars,  has  left  them 
without  resources.  The  traders,  too,  who  arrive 
upon  the  coast,  fearing  no  competition,  and  know- 
ing their  necessities,  demand  exorbitant  profits, 
which  are  again  increased  by  the  traders  on  shore 
before  the  articles  reach  the  consumers,  whose  earn- 
ings are  thus  absorbed.  It  appears  to  me  that  it 
would  be  advantageous  to  all  parties,  if  the  society 
should  place  their  public  store  on  such  a footing  as 
would  enable  the  agents  to  issue  at  a moderate  pro- 
fit to  the  colonists  the  groceries  and  clothing  for 
which  thpy  now  pay  so  dearly,  without,  however, 
prejudicing  the  interests  of  the  fair  trader.  The 
monopolist  could  not  then  take  advantage  of  their 
necessities,  and  their  earnings  might  be  saved  to 
them  for  the  improvement  of  their  lands. 

It  is  important  that  a greater  proportion  of  far- 
mers be  sent  among  them,  for  on  the  product  of  the 
soil  by  their  own  labor  must  the  colonists  mainly 
depend. 

Doctor  Dodd,  the  surgeon  of  this  ship  who  as- 
cended (he  river,  informs  me,  that  about  four  miles 
from  Monrovia  on  the  Stockton  river,  is  the  settle- 
ment of  Acre  Georgia;  it  contains  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  inhabitants,  recaptured  Africans,  who 
are  devoted  to  agriculture,  which  amply  repays  the 
laborer.  This  settlement  is  certainly  in  advance  of 
the  others  in  agriculture.  Caldwell,  another  of  the 
settlements,  is  about  three  miles  above  New  Geor- 
gia; it  extends  about  four  miles  along  the  south  bank 
of  the  St.  Paul  river,  and  contains  about  four  hun- 
dred inhabitants.  The  soil  is  good  and  in  a tolera- 
bly good  state  of  cultivation.  Thirteen  miles  above 
Caldwrell  is  Millsburg,  finely  located  on  the  same 
river,  and  flourishing,  the  soil  fertile  and  the  climate 
more  salubrious  than  the  others;  it  contains  about 
three  hundred  inhabitants. 

The  schools  at  the  settlements  are  generally  well 
attended:  the  children  made  very  good  progress. 
The  morals  of  the  upper  settlements  generally  stand 
fair.  We  arrived  at  Bassa  Cove  on  the  29th  of  No- 
vember, and  I have  great  pleasure  in  saying,  that 
those  who  visited  the  shore  were  agreeably  surpris- 
ed at  the  progress  that  had  been  made  in  clearing 
away  the  land,  laying  out  streets,  draining  a fine 
piece  of  low  grounds  and  building  houses,  as  well 
for  the  actual  settlers,  as  for  those  who  are  expect- 
ed. The  present  inhabitants  are  most  of  the  reunit- 
ed remains  of  the  first  settlers,  whose  defenceless 
situation  had  been  taken  advantage  of  by  the  na- 
tives, to  pillage  and  burn  their  houses,  and  murder  a 
number  of  men,  women  and  children.  The  com- 
missioner, Mr.  Buchanan,  deserves  more  praise 
than  my  report  may  confer  upon  him  for  having  re- 
established them.  Eleven  months  have  not  elaps- 
ed since  Bassa  Cove  was  a dense  wilderness,  and 
now  exhibits  the  evidence  of  a thriving  village,  and 
of  an  industrious  people,  obedient  to  the  laws,  and 
understanding  their  interest  in  maintaining  them. 

The  schools  appear  to  be  well  attended  by  the 
adults  and  children,  of  which  the  necessary  good 
effects  will  be  felt  in  their  moral  influence  over  the 
natives.  The  town  is  beautifully  situated  on  the 
southern  side  of  the  St.  John  river,  at  its  mouth, 
about  fifty-five  miles  S.  E.  of  Monrovia,  enjoying 
the  sea  breeze  every  day.  The  Benson  river  is  in 
its  rear  abounding  with  fish  and  oysters,  and  the 
land  in  the  neighborhood  is  favorable  to  agriculture. 
The  population  is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  souls, 
occupying  forty  dwelling  houses,  effectually  de- 
fended by  the  well  placed  pieces  of  artillery.  The 
good  understanding  with  the  natives'had  been  occa- 
sionally interrupted  by  the  influence  of  the  slavers; 
but  on  the  appearance  of  this  ship  all  differences 
were  settled  by  a treaty  between  Mr.  Buchanan 
and  the  neighboring  princes,  or  head  men,  obliging 
themselves  to  renounce  the  slave  trade  forever,  and 
to  be  obedient  to  the  laws  of  the  colony,  as  far  as 
practicable  in  their  condition. 

Edina  is  situated  on  the  other  side  of  the  mouth 
of  the  same  river;  it  contains  about  two  hundred 


inhabitants,  chiefly  from  Monrovia,  and  the  other 
settlements,  and  was  occupied  about  four  years  ago. 

The  inhabitants  are  industriously  disposed,  but 
have  made  very  little  progress  in  developing  the  re- 
sources of  the  soil  from  their  passion  to  traffic  with 
the  natives,  the  prevailing  error  of  most  of  the  set- 
tlers. Their  exports  last  year  amounted  to  nearly 
twelve  thousand  dollars  in  camwood  and  other  arti- 
cles procured  from  the  natives. 

It  appears  that  they  are  awmking  (from  the  ex- 
ample of  Bassa  Cove)  to  a sense  of  their  true  in- 
terests, in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of  their  ultimate  success. 

We  proceeded  to  Cape  Palmas,  a distance  of  220 
miles  from  Cape  Mesurado,  where  we  anchored  on 
the  15th  December  and  found  Harper — the  name 
of  the  town — advantageously  situated  on  the  height 
of  the  cape,  enjoying  daily  a fine  sea  breeze,  to 
which  and  the  cleared  land  in  the  vicinity  I would 
attribute  the  fact  that  the  settlers  have  found  this 
place  lass  unhealthy  than  the  other  settlements. — - 
They  appear  to  have  profited  by  the  errors  of  the 
older  colonists,  in  avoiding  as  yet  all  trade  w;ith  the 
natives  of  the  interior,  and  devoting  their  whole 
energies  to  agriculture.  In  due  time  a large  and 
profitable  trade  in  camwood,  ivory,  rice  and  palm 
oil  will  reward  their  prudent  forbearance.  5,000 
bushels  of  rice  and  150  puncheons  of  palm  oil,  I 
am  informed,  can  now  be  procured  in  the  season. — 
Beasts  of  burthen  are  much  wanted  to  lighten  the 
toil  of  cultivation,  and  experiments  are  making 
with  the  native  oxen,  a small  breed. 

The  population  is  about  one  hundred  and  ninety, 
occupying  fifty-four  houses,  and  arrangements  are 
already  made  for  the  reception  in  good  houses  of 
two  hundred  more  until  they  can  occupy  tht-ir 
farms  which  are  laid  out  for  about  three  miles  from 
the  cape  on  each  side  of  the  Maryland  Avenue. 

They  have  already  in  cultivation  forty-seven 
farms  generally  of  five  acres,  on  most  of  which  (he 
proprietors  reside;  and  a model  farm  of  fifty  acres 
partly  under  cultivation.  The  limits  of  the  .settle- 
ment extend  from  Rocktown  to  the  Cavally  river,  a 
distance  of  twenty-five  miles  on  the  seabord;  up 
that  river  forty  miles  to  Denali,  at  the  head  of  navi- 
gation, where  it  is  intended  to  strike  that  river  by 
the  Maryland  Avenue,  and  from  Rocktown  to  about 
fifteen  miles  in  the  interior.  About  five  miles  of 
the  country  may  be  traversed  in  different  directions 
over  good  roads. 

There  are  two  native  towns  of  two  thousand  in- 
habitants between  Harper  and  the  farms,  under  the 
command  of  king  Freeman,  but  the  colonists  ap- 
pear to  be  on  very  good  terms  w-ith  all  the  kings 
and  people  of  the  neighborhood,  and  I cannot  re- 
frain from  expressing  my  agreeable  surprise,  at  the 
evidence  of  industry  and  foresight  that  were  exhi-  j 
bited  through  the  settlement — so  much  have  they 
advanced  in  solid  prosperity  in  the  short  space  of 
three  years.  Its  location  is  decidedly  superior  to 
either  of  the  other  settlements,  in  climate  and  faci-  jj 
lity  of  landing;  the  soil  is  equally  fertile,  and  the 
surrounding  country  capable  of  cultivation.  Fish 
and  oysters  of  excellent  quality  are  found  in  abun- 
dance, and  vegetables  of  various  kinds  may  be  rais- 
ed in  any  quantities. 

The  ship  was  visited  by  king  Freeman  and  king  j i 
War;  the  latter  is  at  the  head  of  a powerful  tribe,  j 
in  the  interior.  They  were  so  much  astonished  at 
her  size,  that  for  want  of  language  to  convey  their  i 
impressions  to  their  friends,  they  measured  her 
length  and  breadth  with  fishing  lines. 

The  chart  erroneously  surrounds  the  cape  with 
rocks,  but  in  sounding  with  our  boats,  we  found  no 
danger  but  the  rocks  near  the  shore,  which  are  visi- 
ble, and  a rock  bearing  N.  W.  westerly  from  the 
town  about  two  miles  distant,  and  it  may  be  enter-  J 
ed  in  perfect  safety. 

The  only  missionary  establishment  I had  an  op- 
portunity of  visiting  was  that  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Wil- 
son, who  has  about  one  hundred  of  the  native  chil- 
dren of  different  towns  under  his  charge,  and  a few 
adults.  I was  pleased  at  the  correctness  with  which 
many  of  them  read  from  English  books;  and  as  , 
some  of  them  are  the  sons  of  kings,  and  may  be 
kings  themselves  in  time,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee 
the  happy  effect  upon  the  civilization  of  the  Afri- 
cans, that  may  be  produced  by  this  school.  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  this  gentleman  has  not  other  mis-  , 
sionaries  to  assist  him  in  his  useful  labors.  The 
respective  colonies  being  much  in  want  of  arms, 
ammunitions,  &c.  for  their  defence,  received  from 
this  ship,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the 
department,  all  the  aid  that  their  circumstances 
seemed  to  require. 

We  left  Cape  Palmas  on  the  18th  December,  and 
proceeded  on  our  way  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  we 
arrived  yesterday  in  tw'enty  days  passage.  If  I 
may  be  allowed  an  opinion,  founded  on  the  infor- 
mation and  reports  of  others  and  my  own  observa- 
tions, I would  say  that  it  is  of  the  greatest  impor- 
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tance  to  have  white  agents  at  the  respective  settle- 
ments, gentlemen  of  general  information  and  firm- 
ness of  character.  Not  only  do  they  command 
more  respect  from  the  kings  and  natives  of  the 
country,  but  the  colonists  themselves  more  readily 
submit  to  their  government.  I would  further  say 
that  the  colonies  have  now  taken  firm  root  in  the 
soil  of  Africa,  and  though  they  may  be  depressed 
at  times  by  adversity,  yet  by  the  gradual  develope- 
rnent  of  their  resources,  and  the  judicious  assistance 
of  their  friends,  they  must  finally  flourish,  to  be  an 
asylum  to  the  colored  man,  and  an  honor  to  their 
founder.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

J.  I.  NICHOLSON,  captain. 

To  the  honorable.  Mahlon  Dickerson,  secretary  of  the 
navy,  Washington  city. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE 
ON  MR.  LEIGH’S  LETTER. 

The  sebet  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
letter  of  B.  W.  Leigh,  esq.  resigning  his  seat  as  se- 
nator in  congress  of  the  United  States,  have  had 
the  same  under  consideration,  and  adopted  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolutions  thereon: 

Believing  that  the  right  of  instruction  has  been 
endangered  by  the  practice  of  men  in  high  stations, 
and  by  doctrines  recently  promulgated — and  be- 
lieving that  a frequent  recurrence  to  first  princi- 
ples is ‘both  salutary  to  the  representative  and  the 
constituent,  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia  feel 
it  their  duty  to  reaffirm,  in  solemn  form,  those  fun- 
damental truths  which  they  regard  as  essential  to 
the  existence  and  perpetuity  of  our  free  institu- 
tions. 

Tiie  legitimate  end  of  government  is  to  secure  to 
all  men  their  inalienable  right  to  life,  liberty  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness.  The  sovereign  power  to 
ordain  a constitution  of  government  for  these  pur- 
poses resides  in  the  people.  Their  will  must  be  a 
law  unto  themselves,  ami  the  only  law  by  which 
they  can  be  controlled.  The  best  mode  of  giving 
expression  to  that  will,  both  in  the  formation  and 
administration  of  government,  is  through  agents 
chosen  in  their  primary  assemblies.  A convention 
or  assembly  of  representatives  thus  chosen,  consti- 
,tutes  the  moral  being  of  a state,  and  the  organ 
through  which  she  exercises  the  important  func- 
tions of  sovereignty.  The  delegate,  whether  in 
convention  to  embody  or  modify  the  organic  law, 
or  whether  in  a legislative  assembly  acting  under 
that  law,  is  bound,  from  the  nature  of  his  trust,  to 
conform  entirely  and  exactly  with  the  wishes  of 
those  by  whom  he  has  been  delegated.  No  possi- 
ble case  can  arise  of  constitutionality  or  expedien- 
cy, to  justify  a resistance.  Under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, an  honest  regard  to  the  suggestions  of  his 
own  undcistanding  will  be  esteemed  a compliance 
— it  being  presumed  that  he  was  chosen  from  the 
coincidence  of  opinion  between  himself  and  his 
constituents,  and  in  consequence  of  his  reputation 
for  capacity,  honesty  and  fidelity.  But  when  his 
constituents,  in  their  sovereign  pleasure,  resort  to 
instruction,  their  will  becomes  imperative — for 
their  right  to  instruct  arises  from  their  right  to 
choose  an  agent,  and  their  right  to  choose  another 
to  do  for  them  what  they  might  do  of  themselves, 
belongs  to  their  nature  as  moral  beings  and  free 
agents.  The  right  of  instruction,  therefore,  is  in- 
herent in  the  free  citizen,  and  as  inalienable  as  the 
right  to  think  or  to  speak — is  the  essential  proper- 
ty of  the  representative  principle — prior  to  and  pre- 
supposed in  the  constitution  itself,  and  coexists  in 
all  the  legislative  functions  of  government.  It  is  a 
right  on  which  no  restriction  of  time,  or  subject,  or 
manner  can  be  imposed — to  which  no  circumstan- 
tial or  collateral  qualification  can  be  attached  The 
representative  has  one  inquiry  only  to  make — he 
has  but  to  determine  the  fact,  whether  he  has  been 
instructed  or  not— whether  this  or  that  party  of  his 
constituents,  outnumbering  the  other,  have  best  es- 
tablished their  claim  to  his  obedience.  He  darenot 
cavil  at  the  mode.  The  form  of  exercising  the  right 
may  be  changed  or  varied  at  the  pleasure  of  those 
who  possess  it;  and  can  be  subjected,  to  no  modifi- 
cation or  abridgement,  save  that  which  their  own 
discretion  shall  impose.  The  manner,  whatever  it 
inny  be,  is  but  tl.  choice  of  those  who  have  the 
right  to  choose.  He  cannot  inquire  into  their  mo- 
tives, or  criticise  the  arguments  or  the  premises 
upon  which  the  instruction  has  been  founded.  He 
cannot  sit  in  judgment  upon  the  views  or  the  intel- 
ligence of  his  constituents.  His  business  is  not 
with  the  justice  or  with  the  truth  of  their  opinion — 

: nor  is  it  his  province  to  determine  whether  it  be  of 

: more  or  less  weight  when  estimated  by  his  know- 

ledge or  understanding.  Under  whatever  circum- 
; stances  it  may  come,  he  is  bound  to  regard  their 
I mandate  as  the  result  of  dispassionate  reason — as 
I constitutional  and  wise,  and  challenging  implicit 
obedience.  Resistance  would  not  only  be  a breach 


of  faith,  but  rebellion  to  the  supreme  authority  of 
Ins  country.  The  voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice 
of  God,  and  must  and  will  prevail. 

But  while  the  representative  i3  under  these  com- 
manding obligations  to  obey,  he  has  rights  as  sacred 
and  as  inalienable  as  they  have  who  impose  on  him 
the  duty  of  obedience.  Endowed  with  reason,  con- 
science and  a free  will,  he  has  the  perfect  right  to 
determine  for  himself,  whether  in  any  given  case, 
it  be  his  duty  to  execute  the  mandate.  Should  he 
not  be  able  to  retrace  his  previous  course  with  ho- 
nor— should  the  deed  required  in  his  judgment  be 
unconstitutional  and  unwise — should  it  involve  on 
his  part  an  act  of  moral  turpitude,  he  has  the  right 
to  yield  his  commission,  and  give  place  to  one  who 
can  execute  the  will  of  his  constituents  without 
crime.  The  will  of  his  constituents  is  imperative, 
and  ought  not,  and  cannot  be  resisted — but  they 
have  no  power  to  force  him  to  execute  it;  he  may 
exercise  his  privilege  at  all  times  and  retire  from  a 
station  which  he  can  no  longer  occupy  without  dis- 
honor to  himself  or  resistance  to  the  supreme  pow- 
er of  his  country. 

These  principles  apply  to  the  representative 
character  wherever  found.  The  delegate  and  the 
senator  in  the  legislature  of  the  state — the  repre- 
sentative and  the  senator  in  the  congress  of  the  U. 
States,  are  bound  to  obey,  in  the  most  implicit  man- 
ner, the  will  of  those  by  whom  they  have  been  de- 
legated—in  whatever  form,  time  or  circumstances, 
that  will  may  be  expressed.  But  the  senator  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  his  office, 
is  bound  to  the  people  in  their  sovereign  capacity 
as  a state.  In  the  language  of  those  who  aided  in 
the  formation  of  the  constitution — “The  senators 
represent  the  sovereignty  of  the  states;  in  the  other 
house  individuals  are  represented” — “they  are  in 
the  qualify  of  ambassadors  of  the  states” — “they 
constitute  the  chief  federal  feature  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  on  them  devolve  the  duty  of  defending 
the  state  governments  from  the  encroachments  of 
the  federal  government.”  Representing  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  state,  and  acting  as  an  ambassador  to 
protect  her  interests,  he  must,  from  the  nature  of 
his  office,  be  amenable  to,  and  controlled  by  the 
only  organ  through  which  that  sovereignty  is  or 
can  be  exercised  under  the  constitution,  viz:  the 
legislature.  Receiving  his  office  from  the  legisla- 
ture, and  being  known  to  the  people  only  through 
that  body,  he  stands  towards  it  in  the  relation  of  a 
representative  to  his  constiluents,  and  is  bound  by 
all  the  representative  obligations.  A resistance  to 
the  will  of  the  legislature  would  be  a resistance  to 
the  will  of  the  people,  the  sovereignty  he  repre- 
sents. 

Without  this  check  upon  the  senator,  ours  is  not 
a government  of  responsibilty.  The  senator  occu- 
pies a position  from  which  he  can  control  the  whole 
action  of  government,  legislative,  executive  and  ju- 
dicial. He  belongs  to  a body  which  constitutes  a 
branch  of  the  legislature.  No  bill,  no  resolution 
whatever,  can  become  a law  without  his  concur- 
rence. The  senate  constitutes  a part  of  the  execu- 
tive. No  appointment  to  office  can  be  made,  no 
treaty  ratified,  without  his  advice  and  consent. 
Upon  principles  once  claimed  and  still  maintained, 
no  removal  from  office  can  take  place,  no  instruc- 
tions to  foreign  ministers  can  be  given,  without  his 
previous  knowledge  and  approbation.  The  judicial 
functions  of  the  senate  are  important:  it  is  constitu- 
ted a court  of  impeachment  to  try  all  offences,  so 
that  no  fraudulent  practices,  no  malfeasance,  or  bri- 
bery, or  corruption  in  public  officers  can  be  punish- 
ed without  the  condemnation  of  the  senator.  He 
holds  his  seat  for  six  years — is  eliginle  for  life — be- 
longs to  a body  perpetual  in  its  existence — small  in 
its  numbers,  aristocratic  in  its  features,  and  easily 
controlled  by  a common  spirit  of  faction  or  ambi- 
tion. Should  the  senator,  holding  such  a position, 
and  possessing  a w’ider  range  of  duties,  and  a more 
durable  office  than  the  president  himself,  be  above 
responsibility,  then  there  need  be  no  responsibi- 
lity, elsewhere.  Should  he  alone  of  all  the  func- 
tionaries of  government,  be  amenable  to  no  tri- 
bunal, and  stand  beyond  the  reach  of  his  constitu- 
ents, then  the  checks  and  balances  in  the  constitu- 
tion are  of  no  avail — all  power  will  be  concentrated 
in  one  body.  And  the  senator,  like  the  British 
peer,  will  be  left  to  represent  himself  alone — to  con- 
sult his  own  private  interests  or  personal  ambition, 
and  on  the  forms  of  a representative  republic,  build 
up  a senatorial  dynasty,  which  shall  control  every 
department  of  government,  bid  defiance  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  states,  and  claim  universal  homage 
from  the  people.  The  general  assembly  of  Vir- 
ginia, therefore,  do  most  solemnly  declare,  that  they 
hold  the  doctrine  of  senatorial  responsibility  to  the 
state  legislature,  so  far  as  it  regards  the  legislative 
duties  of  the  senator,  as  the  most  vital  principle  of 
our  free  institutions.  And  any  attempt  to  impair 
this  responsibility,  or  to  bring  it  into  disrepute,  by 


impugning  the  motives  of  the  legislature,  or  calling 
in  question  their  intelligence  or  respectability,  ought 
to  be  promptly  resisted,  as  an  attempt  to  degrade 
the  people  themselves  through  their  representatives, 
and  ought  to  be  marked  with  the  most  signal  disap- 
probation, as  a fatal  blow  aimed  at  the  political  in- 
stitutions of  the  country.  When,  therefore,  a sta- 
tor, holding  a high  and  influential  office,  from  which 
he  cannot  be  driven  contrary  to  his  own  consent,  shall 
assume  an  attitude  of  open  defiance  to  his  constitu- 
ents, and  accuse  them  while  in  deliberate  discussion, 
under  solemn  legislative  forms,  with  having  the  sole 
and  petty  design  of  driving  him  from  his  position— 
when  he  can  so  far  forget  himself  as  to  insinuate 
that  the  general  assembly  have  at  heart  an  object 
plainly  unjust  and  unconstitutional,  which  they' are 
attempting  to  obtain  by  indirection — to  declare  in 
plain  words,  “that  instructions  were  given  (him) 
without  any  expectation  or  view,  or  perhaps  even 
wish,  that  (he)  should  yield  obedience  to  them” — 
“that  the  real  and  the  only  purpose  of  the  in- 
struction was  to  compel  (him)  to  resign” — “to 
instruct  (him)  out  of  his  seat — that  the  whole 
proceeding  was  aimed  at  (him) — particularly  at 
(him).”  When  the  senator  can  indulge  in  expres- 
sions such  as  these,  towards  the  legislature,  from 
which  he  holds  his  appointment— to  which  he  is  re- 
sponsible, and  whose  character  he  is  bound,  at  all 
times  to  defend — he  not  only  evinces  a haughtiness 
and  an  arrogance  unbecoming  the  modest  and  digni- 
fied statesman,  but  he  betrays  a hostility  to  the  re- 
presentative principle— a spirit  of  rebellion  to  con- 
stitutional restraints  and  popular  supremacy,  which 
“ought  not,  can  not,  and  will  not”  be  tolerated  by  a 
free  people. 

[For  the  resolutions  reported  and  the  resolutions 
adopted,  see  page  SI.] 


MR.  CLAY’S  LETTER 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  KENTUCKY. 

Washington,  1 6th  January,  1837. 

To  the  general  assembly  of  the  slate  of  Kentucky: 

His  excellency,  the  governor  of  tlie  state,  has 
done  me  the  honor  to  transmit  to  me  the  official 
evidence  of  my  election  to  the  senate  of  the  United 
States  for  the  constitutional  term,  commencing  on 
the  4th  of  March  next.  I have  received  this  dis- 
tinguished proof  of  the  continued  confidence  and 
attachment  of  the  general  assembly’'  with  sentiments 
of  profound  respect. 

A considerable  time  prior  to  its  present  session, 
before  the  event  of  recent  political  elections,  and 
without  regard  to  whatever  might  have  been  the 
issue,  I had  repeatedly  boll)  publicly  announced 
and  privately  expressed  my  sincere  wish  and  inten- 
tion to  retire  from  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 
This  must  have  been  well  known  to  every  member 
of  the  general  assembly.  Nevertheless  it  has  done 
me  the  high  honor  of  re-electing  me  to  the  senate, 
not  only  unsolicited,  but  without  knowing  whether 
I would  accept  the  appointment  or  not.  On  the 
one  hand,  this  spontaneous  and  flattering  expres- 
sion of  the  favorable  opinion  of  me  entertained  by 
the  general  assembly,  has  excited  in  my  breast 
feelings  of  gratitude  which  no  language  can  ade- 
quately portray,  whilst  on,  the  other,  it  has  occa- 
sioned me  distressing  embarrassment  in  determin- 
ing what  ought  to  be  the  line  of  my  duty. 

Much  the  largest  portion  of  a life,  now  not  short, 
has  been  spent  in  the  service  of  the  state  and  the 
union.  It  is  upwards  of  thirty  years  since  I was 
first  honored  by  an  election  to  the  senate  of  the  U. 
States.  During  that  period,  with  short  intervals,  I 
have  been  in  the  councils  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. I have  thought  that  my  long  public  service 
gave  me  some  title  to  repose,  of  which  I feel  most 
sensibly  great  need.  It  also  appeared  to  me  not 
unreasonable  to  dedicate  some  time  to  the  care  of 
my  private  interests  and  duties,  which  heretofore 
have  had  so  little  of  my  attention. 

If,  therefore,  I were  to  consult  exclusively  my 
personal  wishes  and  inclination,  I should  not  hesi- 
tate a moment  in  declining  to  accept  the  appoint- 
ment. Bill  when  I reflect  upon  the  great  and  nu- 
merous obligations  which  I am  under  to  the  people 
ol  Kentucky,  and  upon  the  command,  implied  in 
my  recent  election,  of  the  general  assembly  to  re- 
main at  the  post  assigned  to  me,  I feel  that  there  is 
no  sacrifice  which  I ought  not  to  make.  I should 
have  the  less  reluctance  in  renouncing,  or  at  least 
postponing  the  gratification  of  my  private  wishes, 
if  I did  not  fear  that,  constituted  as  the  senate  now 
is  and  is  likely  to  be,  I can  render  no  public  ser- 
vices corresponding  with  the  expectations  of  the 
general  assembly,  or  with  my  own  anxious  desire. 
All  that  I can  promise,  then,  is,  that  the  same  zeal 
and  fidelity  which  have  heretofore  actuated  me, 
shall  continue  to  be  exerted  in  advancing  the  honor 
and  welfare  of  our  common  country.  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  the  general 
assembly's  obedient  servant,  H.  CLAY. 
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FOREIGN  CHRONICLE. 

American  letters  andparccls.  The  American  mer- 
chants of  Liverpool  have  been  exposed  to  extreme 
inconvenience  of  late,  owing  to  the  manner  in  which 
their  letters  ar*l  parcels  have  been  treated  by  the  of- 
ficers of  revenue;  and  one  house  narrowly  escaped 
a very  serious  loss  from  this  cause;  they  have,  there- 
/Dre  memorialized  the  treasury,  praying  for  a better 
system  of  management — one  which,  whilst  it  se- 
cures the  revenue,  will  also  secure  their  property. 
The  memorial  has  been  laid  before  the  lords  of  the 
treasury  by  Mr.  Ewart,  and  we  hope  that  it  will 
produce  the  desire  effect. 

The  duke  de  Lavauguyon  died  recently  at  Paris. 
He  was  an  old  duke  and  peer,  and  was  the  last  of  his 
name.  The  duke  was  the  son  of  the  duke  de  La- 
vauguyon, ambassador  in  Spain  under  the  mon- 
archy, and  grandson  of  the  duke  de  Lavauguyon 
who  was  governor  of  three  kings — viz:  Louis  XVI, 
Louis  XVIII,  and  Charles  X. 

The  consumption  of  opium,  in  China,  from  April 
1,  to  July  1,  1S36,  ( three  months  only)  amounted  to 
#4,343,316! 

Improvement  in  window  glass.  It  is  said  that  pro- 
fesser  Florio  of  Turin,  has  succeeded  in  giving 
greater  durability  to  window  glass,  by  adding  lime 
water  during  the  manufacture,  by  which  means  a 
silicate  of  lime  is  formed.  The  furnace  in  which  it 
is  melted  requires  a peculiar  graduation,  or  the 
sheets  will  warp. 

The  imports  at  Bermuda  in  the  year  ending  Ja- 
nuary 5th  1837,  were  to  the  value  of  £ 155,586  ster- 
ling; of  which  £69,192  were  from  Great  Baitain, 
and  £37,137  from  the  United  States. 

The  exports  were  only  £27,262  of  which 
£14,561  were  to  Great  Britain,  and  £2,830  to  the 
United  States. 

Calamitous  fire  at  Quebec.  On.  the  night  of  the 
3d  of  March,  the  building  formerly  known  as  the 
emigrant  hospital,  and  latterly  used  as  a house  of 
refuge  for  destitute  individuals,  was  entirely  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  By  this  event,  one  hundred  and 
ninety  men,  women  and  children  have  been  thrown 
on  the  precarious  support  of  private  charity;  seve- 
ral have  been  severely  burnt,  and  two  men  and  a 
child  have  perished  in  the  flames.  The  fire  origi- 
nated from  a woman  incautiously  carrying  a lighted 
candle  into  the  oakum  drying  room. 

Originality  and  simplicity.  An  address  from  the 
commune  in  Ergue  Gaberie,  near  Quimper,  to  the 
king,  composed  in  the  dialect  of  Brittany: 

“To  Mr.  Louis  Philippe,  king  of  the  French — 
the  council  of  the  parish  of  Ergue  Gaberie. 

“Mr.  King:  The  year  1836  has  been  truly  unfor- 
tunate for  us.  1.  It  was  with  the  greatest  grief 
that  we  learned  that  you  had  three  times  escaped 
being  killed.  2.  The  wind  on  the  second  day  of 
the  month  of  February  also  blew  down  the  tower 
of  our  parish  church.  But,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
you  have  escaped  from  all  these  dangers,  and  we 
also  hope,  through  the  charity  of  good  people,  to  be 
able  to  repair  our  church  and  tower.  Let  us  also 
hope,  that  in  times  to  come,  no  person  will  be  found 
sufficiently  wicked  to  make  a mark  of  the  life  of  a 
king,  who  causes  the  happiness  of  France. 

“Your  humble  servants  from  the  middle  of  our 
hearts,  and  your  friends  with  respect. 

“ Ergue  Gaberie,  January  10,  1S37.” 

(Here  follow  the  signatures.) 

A brave  man  gone.  The  earl  of  Dalhousie  who 
was  governor  of  Lower  Canada  for  about  seven 
years,  died  at  Dalhousie  castle,  Scotland,  during  the 
last  week  in  January.  He  was  one  of  the  duke  of 
Wellington's  most  valued  major  generals  in  Spain, 
and  afterwards  commander-in-chief  in  India. 

Diving  to  some  purpose.  Much  interest  was  re- 
cently excited  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  St.  Catha- 
rine docks,  London,  by  the  descent  of  three  persons 
in  a diving  bell  to  the  bed  of  those  docks,  in  order  to 
recover  about  #600  worth  of  quicksilver,  in  bottles, 
which  fell  overboard  about  six  months  since  from 
one  of  our  New  York  packet  ships.  The  men  were 
engaged  several  hours,  and  at  last  succeeded  in  re- 
covering the  property,  which  was  but  slightly  in- 
jured. 

New  instrument  for  amputation.  A new  surgical 
instrument  has  been  invented  by  a physician  of  the 
name  of  Bullor,  residing  at  Hamburg.  A leg  may 
be  amputated  by  it  in  a second,  and  it  has  the  effect 
of  diminishing  the  sensibility  of  the  limb  to  the 
pain  suffered  by  a simultaneous  pressure  which  ac- 
companies the  operation. 

Marriage  brokers.  A late  London  paper  con- 
tains an  advertisement,  in  which  it  is  announced 
that  a married  gentleman  of  the  highest  respecta- 
bility and  connexions,  has  opened  two  establish- 
ments, at  some  distance  from  each  other,  called  the 


Matrimonial  Alliances — one  of  which  is  conducted 
by  himself,  to  give  interviews  to  gentlemen,  and 
the  other  by  his  wife  for  the  same  purpose  exclu- 
sively for  the  ladies. 

Gov.  Cass  in  France.  A letter  from  Paris  says: 
“The  king  gave  last  week  a grand  diplomatic  din- 
ner for  Mr.  Cass.  Four  other  distinguished  Ame- 
ricans were  invited  in  compliment  to  the  minister 
who  was  placed  at  the  table  to  the  right  of  Louis 
Philippe.  His  majesty  conversed  with  him  the 
whole  in  the  English  language,  which  he  speaks 
very  finely,  and  loaded  him  with  all  sorts  of  kind- 
ness.” 


DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

The  Ohio  State  Journal  says  that  arrangements 
are  made  for  publishing,  in  the  city  of  Columbus,  a 
work  prepared  by  the  late  J.  W.  Campbell,  consist- 
ing of  biographical  notices  of  those  of  the  early  pi- 
oneers of  Ohio  who  have  departed  this  life — em- 
bracing such  as  have  been  honored  by  their  fellow 
citizens  with  high  and  responsible  trusts,  as  well  as 
those  in  the  walks  of  private  life,  whose  labors  and 
enterprise  are  known  to  have  contributed  to  the 
original  settlement  of  the  state. 

Official.  The  adjutant  general  has  issued  an  of- 
ficial notice  to  the  board  of  officers  who  assembled 
at  the  arsenal,  in  Washington,  on  the  3d  of  Fe- 
bruary last,  to  examine  certain  improvements  in 
fire  arms,  to  meet  again  at  West  Point,  on  the  loth 
of  June  next,  to  resume  their  duties. 

Bermuda.  Information  has  been  received  at  the 
department  of  state  from  the  commercial  agent 
of  the  United  States  at  Bermuda,  that  the  port  of 
St.  George,  in  the  Bermudas,  has  been  declared  a 
free  warehousing  port. 

Virginia  senator.  William  II.  Roane,  esq.  was 
elected  on  Tuesday  the  1 1th  instant,  a senator  from 
Virginia  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  judge  Parker.  There  were  three 
candidates.  Mr.  Roane,  judge  William  Daniel  and 
John  W.  Jones,  (a  member  of  the'  late  house  of  re- 
presentatives). On  the  second  balloting  Mr.  Roane 
was  elected  by  80  to  62  for  judge  Daniel:  three 
scattering.  Mr.  Roane  was  formerly,  many  years 
ago,  a member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States;  and  recently  declined  the  appoint- 
ment of  postmaster  at  Richmond,  which  was  ten- 
dered to  him  by  the  president. 

The  city  bank  of  Buffalo  has  been  run  upon  by  a 
broker’s  house  for  some  time,  and  on  the  6'th  inst. 
was  obliged  in  consequence  to  stop  its  discounts 
and  call  in  its  funds,  although  perfectly  solvent. — 
In  three  days  its  circulation  was  reduced  from  17S 
to  64,000  dollars. 

The  Bank  of  America  of  New  York  city  has  re- 
ceived by  the  Poland,  from  Havre,  seven  hundred 
and  nine  thousand  francs,  on  account  of  the  5th  in- 
stalment of  the  French  indemnity. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  has  de- 
clined the  office,  to  which  he  was  recently  appoint- 
ed by  the  president,  of  commissioner  to  adjust  the 
claims  to  reservations  of  land  under  the  Choctaw 
treaty. 

Another  mail  robbery.  The  mail  from  Cincinna- 
ti for  Louisville,  on  the  28th  ult.  on  board  the  Ben 

Franklin,  wa9  robbed  by  Craig,  who  was 

mate  of  the  boat.  The  attempt  to  pass  some  can- 
celled checks,  that  were  forwarded  to  a gentleman 
in  Louisville,  led  to  a suspicion  of  the  robber,  who 
had  quit  the  boat  and  gone  home;  he  was  pursued 
and  taken,  and  about  three  thousand  dollars  in  mo- 
ney, a splendid  gold  watch  and  a Bowie  knife,  were 
taken  from  them.  There  were  other  packages  of 
money  in  the  same  mail,  which  he  either  overlook- 
ed or  was  satisfied  with  what  he  had  taken.  He 
was  committed. 

We  have  seen  Mr.  Fetherstonhaugh’s  report  of  a 
geological  examination,  made  in  the  year  1835, 
from  the  seat  of  government,  by  way  of  Green  Bay 
and  Wisconsin  territory,  to  the  Coicaude  Prairie,  an 
elevated  ridge  dividing  the  Missouri  from  the  St. 
Peter's  river.  It  has  been  published  in  a thin  octa 
vo  volume,  by  order  of  the  United  States  senate, 
and  is  illustrated  with  drawings  showing  the  posi- 
tions of  the  different  strata  of  rock  in  the  region 
passed  through.  Two  beautifully  executed  maps 
accompany  the  work;  one,  a map  of  a portion  of 
the  Indian  country  lying  east  and  west  of  the  river 
Mississippi,  to  the  46th  degree  of  north  latitude, and 
the  other,  a map  of  the  St.  Peter’s  river;  both  drawn 
from  personal  observation,  and  therefore  of  much 
value  in  ascertaining  the  geography  of  our  western 
territories.  The  researches  of  an  intelligent  geolo- 
gist in  a region,  the  great  part  of  which  is  now  for 
the  first  time  explored,  cannot  fail  to  be  regarded 
with  interest.  [Y.  Y.  Ev.  Post. 


Economical  invention.  Dr.  Arnott,  who  long 
since,  by  his  scientific  labors  placed  his  name  in  the 
list  of  the  benefactors  of  mankind,  has  added  to  his 
claims  to  the  gratitude  of  his  countrymen  by  contriv- 
ing a stove  which  saves  seven-eighths  of  the  fuel 
heretofore  consumed,  keeps  the  room  always  in  the 
temperature  required  without  risk  of  the  fire  going 
out,  and  only  requires  to  be  attended  to  once  in 
twenty-four  hours.  The  coals  once  placed  in  the 
stove  require  no  more  looking  after  than  does  the 
oil  poured  into  a lamp.  For  comfort,  safety  and 
economy,  this  discovery  must  rank  high  in  public 
estimation. 


The  total  sales  of  cotton  at  Columbia,  South  Ca- 
rolina, during  the  week  ending  the  3d  instant,  was 
1,193  bales.  Quotations  ranged  from  12  to  17  cents. 

The  peach  trees  were  in  full  bloom  in  Georgia 
the  1 1th  instant. 

The  legislature  of  Louisiana  has  loaned  half  a 
million  of  dollars  to  the  New  Orleans  and  Nashville 
rail  road  company. 

Maria  Monk.  It  is  stated  in  the  Montreal  Cou- 
rier of  the  2d  instant,  that  a public  meeting  is  about 
to  be  called  there,  on  the  subject  of  Maria  Monk’s 
real  or  pretended  disclosures.  The  Courier  says — 
“The  subject  is  really  growing  more  important 
than  we  had  conjectured  it  could  ever  have  be- 
come.” 


Growth  of  Boston.  We  have  before  us  a statisti- 
cal table  of  the  towns  of  the  commonwealth,  with 
the  rateable  polls,  valuation  and  population  by  the 
census  of  1830.  This  valuable  table  was  prepared 
in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  legislature,  by 
Messrs.  Carter,  of  Lancaster,  Mansur,  of  Lowell, 
and  Head,  of  Boston.  The  name  of  Mr.  Carter  is 
affixed  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 


From  this  table  we  select  the  following  interest- 


ing  items  in  reference  to  the  growl 

ill  of  Boston: 

In  the  year. 

Ponulation. 

Polls. 

Valuation. 

1799 

18,320 

3,631 

$351,243  22 

1390 

24  937 

4,640 

302,666  76 

1810 

33,250 

9,993 

1,287,417  60 

1S20 

43,29S 

9,480 

3,585,568  00 

1830 

61,392 

14,120 

SO, 900, 000  00 

[Atlas. 


Growth  of  Massachusetts.  From  the  statist ical 
table  reported  by  Mr.  Carter  of  the  legislature,  we 
have  derived  the  following  facts  in  relation  to  the 
progress  of  this  commonwealth,  in  wealth  and  popu- 
lation: 

In  the  year.  Polls.  Population.  Valuation. 


1790  84,333 

1800  93,305 

1810  115,972 

1820  122,715 

1830  , 150,591 


365,734  $2,620,974  85 

422,640  4,218,137  66 

461,462  5,878,590  09 

523,092  a, sis  018  89 

610,014  208,360,407  os 


[Ibid. 


The  sum  of  $1,200,  a surplus  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  managers  of  the  late  inauguration  ball  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  was  voted  by  (hem  unani- 
mously to  the  orphans  asylum  of  that  city. 


Henry  Bartow,  the Absconding  cashier  from  Al- 
bany, has  been  traced  to  Texas,  where  be  died  on 
the  30th  of  June  last,  at  Marianne,  near  Columbia 
of  the  fever  of  the  country,  after  an  illness  of  about 
four  weeks.  His  identity  was  ascertained  by  dis- 
interring the  body,  and  by  various  articles  which 
were  known  to  belong  to  B.  such  as  his  pencil  case, 
silver  snuff  box,  &c.  He  had  purchased  a farm  on 
the  Brassos,  and  in  company  with  a native  of  the 
country,  had  commenced  an  extensive  plantation, 
and  sent  $10,000  to  Cuba  for  the  purchase  of  slaves. 
He  is  supposed  to  have  taken  with  him  into  Texas 
only  $12,000  or  $15,000. 


Captain  Cooper,  whose  industry  and  talents,  as 
judge  advocate,  at  the  late  military  court  of  inquiry 
in  despatching  the  enormous  accumulation  of  bu- 
siness before  the  court,  won  him  such  general  and 
deserved  praise  during  the  whole  time  of  its  ses- 
sion, has  been  appointed,  by  Mr.  Poinsett,  chie 
clerk  of  the  War  department,  and  has  commenced 
the  discharge  of  his  duties.  Captain  Cooper’s  ac- 
tive habits,  and  knowledge  of  the  army,  and  army 
business,  admirably  fit  him  for  the  situation,  and  we 
have  reason  to  believe  that  his  acceptance  of  it  is 
highly  satisfactory  to  the  officers  of  the  different 
bureaus.  [Metropolitan. 


The  legislature  of  Florida,  at  Tallahassee,  before 
adjournment,  passed  a law,  directing  the  necessary 
steps  for  a census,  and  application  for  state  govern- 
ment. 


The  “Pea  Patch”  island,  including  Fort  Dela- 
ware, which  stands  on  it,  is  to  be  sold  by  auction 
this  day,  by  the  sheriff  of  Salem  county,  New 
Jersey,  as  the  property  of  Henry  Goles . 
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3C?*In  the  present  sheet  we  have  concluded  the 
report  ot  the  minority  of  the  committee  of  the  house 
ot  representatives  relative  to  the  agent  of  the  de- 
posite  banks;  and  in  our  next  publish  the  appen- 
dix which  accompanied  it.  After  the  last  is  in- 
serted, we  will,  in  common  justice,  publish  Mr. 
\V  hiney’s  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
which  includes  the  arguments  his  counsel  intended 
to  offer  to  the  house  of  representatives  in  his  de- 
fence. 

&3*The  opinions  of  the  military  court  of  inquiry 
held  at  Frederick,  Md.  are  inserted  in  the  present 
sheet.  It  vfas  our  intention  to  have  accompanied 
their  publication  by  gen.  Gaines’  defence,  but  we 
are  reluctantly  compelled'  to  postpone  it  until  the 
mass  ol  documentary  and  other  articles  upon  our 
table  is  somewhat  reduced. 

£C?*Two  reports  have  been  made  to  the  house  of 
representatives  of  Pennsylvania  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  investigate  the  manner  in  which 
the  bank  ol  the  United  States  obtained  its  charter. 
The  report  of  the  majority,  which  entirely  acquits 
the  bank  and  the  last  legislature  from  all  imputa- 
tions ol  corrupt  or  improper  conduct,  but  declares 
the  opinion  that  the  legislature  has  power  to  annul 
the  charter,  is  published  in  the  present  sheet.  The 
report  of  the  minority,  assenting  to  the  views  of  the 
majority  in  the  honorable  acquittal  of  the  bank  and 
the  legislature,  but  dissenting  from  the  opinion  that 
the  legislature  has  power  to  annul  the  charter,  shall 
be  inserted  in  the  next  “Register.” 

When  the  report  of  the  majority  was  read,  which 
concludes  with  a resolution  that  the  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject,  Mr.  Alricks  moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the 
table,  as  he  would  not  vote  for  any  report  to  white- 
wash the  U.  States  bank,  or  any  other  bank.  Mr. 
Lpsey  moved  to  strike  out  the  resolution,  and  insert, 
“Resolved,  that  the  judiciary  committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  bring  in  a bill  repealing  the  charter  of  the  bank 
ol  the  U.  States.”  The  motion  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Hill,  Johnson  and  English,  and  supported 
by  Mr.  Epsey.  The  vote  being  taken,  Mr.  Epsev’s 
amendment  was  lost,  ayes  31,  noes  6‘J. 

, The  resolution  of  the  committee  then  passed,  and 
three^  thousand  copies  in  English  and  fifteen  hun- 
dred in  German,  of  both  reports,  with  the  testimony, 
ordered  to  be  printed  together  for  distribution. 

Money  market  in  New  York.  We  learn  from 
the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser,  that  a de- 
putation of  merchants  from  that  city  repaired  to 
Philadelphia  last  week,  to  confer  with  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  bank  on  the  subject  ot 
adopting  some  prudential  measures  to  relieve  the 
present  pressure.  In  consequence  of  their  repre- 
sentations Mr.  Biddle,  accompanied  bv  Mr.  Jam- 
don,  the  cashier,  arrived  in  New  York  on  Tuesday 
last;  and,  after  conferring  with  the  banks  and  the 
merchants,  agreed  to  send  one  million  of  dollars  to 
Lon. Ion — the  city  banks  also  to  send  one  million — 
making  two  millions  of  specie  in  all,  on  which 
those  institutions  can  draw  bills.  The  U.  States 
bank  also  to  issue  bonds  payable  in  nine  and  twelve 
months,  and  post  notes  payable  in  Philadelphia. 

It  is  lurther  stated  that  the  bank  of  America,  in 
connexion  with  the  Morris  canal  company,  will  is- 
sue bonds  payable  in  London,  with  interest,  at  a 
luture  day,  say  twelve  months,  to  the  amount  of  five 
millions  ol  dollars.  The  credit  of  both  of  these  great 
institutions  is  well  recognized  in  Europe. 

These  measures,  with  the  proceeding  of  the  bank 
ol  England  noticed  bjlow,  cannot  fail  to  afford,  at 
le  ^t,  temporary  relict  to  the  commercial  commu- 
nity. 

London , Thursday  evening,  March  Id..  In  pursu- 
ance of  the  determination  of  the  directors  of  the 
bank  ol  England  to  support  commercial  credit 
through  the  ditiiculties  of  ttiis  week,  the  following 
notice  was  posted  at  the  bank  at  a late  hour  this  ai- 
ternoon: — 

“ The  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of  Env- 
land  do  hereby  give  notice,  that  on  and  after  the  Id 
instant  [this  day],  they  will  be  ready  to  receive  ap- 
plications ibr  loans  upon  the  deposit  of  approved 
bills  ol  exchange,  not  having  more  than  ninety-five 
days  to  run;  such  loans  to  be  repaid  on  or  before  the 
15th  of  April  next,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  5 per 
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cent,  per  annum,  and  to  be  lor  sums  not  less  than 
£2,000. 

"Bank  of  England,  March  2,  1837.” 

The  direct  and  obvious  intention  of  this  measure 
is  for  the  relief  of  the  American  trade,  and  it  has 
been  adopted  after  the  most  mature  deliberation,  to 
avoid  the  disastrous  consequences  which  would 
have  arisen  if  such  relief  had  not  been  afforded. 

We  have  no  news  of  importance  from  New  Or- 
leans, except  a further  decline  of  cotton  from  h to  1 
cent. 

Foreign  news.  There  have  been  a number  of 
arrivals  from  Liverpool  and  Havre  since  our  last; 
but  the  items  of  news  received  by  them  are  of  little 
interest.  The  influenza  was  still  raging  with  un- 
abated violence  throughout  England  and  France. 
In  Norwhich  one  hundred  persons  died  during  a 
single  week,  and  in  three  weeks  no  less  than  450 
deaths  had  occurred  in  Frome.  In  the  Isle  of  Man 
not  one  family  was  free  from  the  disease,  and  in 
Taunton  and  its  neighborhood  horses,  cows,  sheep, 
&c.  have  died  from  the  effects  of  it. 

The  money  market  was  still  very  unsettled,  but 
there  was  a slight  improvement,  and  better  hopes 
were  cherished.  Cotton  had  advanced  from  a farth- 
ing to  a half  penny,  and  it  was  believed  that  there 
would  be  a farther  advance,  as  extensive  orders  for 
goods  were  understood  to  have  been  forwarded  i'rom 
New  York  to  Manchester,  Glasgow,  &c. 

Another  plot  to  take  the  life  of  Louis  Philippe  has 
been  discovered  in  Paris.  A commissary  of  police 
and  several  assistants  on  Sunday  the  19th,  proceed- 
ed to  the  residence  of  a man  named  Champion,  3S 
Hotelle  de  ViHe,  and  after  a strict  search,  found 
stowed  away  in  a corner  of  the  garret,  another  “in- 
fernal machine,”  half  finished.  It  consisted  of  a 
small  box,  seven  to  eight  inches  long  and  three  or 
four  deep,  with  three  distinct  apartments,  the  first 
of  which  was  prepared  for  seven  small  pistols  di- 
rected horizontally;  the  second  was  arranged  for 
six,  with  an  oblique  direction  to  the  right,  and  the 
last  for  the  same  number  directed  obliquely  to  the 
left.  Champion  was  of  course  immediately  arrest- 
ed, when  he  gave  an  account  of  the  inaner  in  which 
he  intended  to  use  it;  but  the  details  do  not  pos- 
sess sufficient  interest  for  us  to  translate.  Cham- 
pion was  conducted  to  prison,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing, when  his  guard  had  left  him  for  a few  minutes, 
he  hung  himself  with  his  cravat.  Several  persons, 
including  hi3  mistress,  had  been  arrested  as  accom- 
plices. 

Latest  from  Florida.  The  news  from  Flori- 
da is  not  by  any  means  of  as  favorable  a complexion 
as  that  lately  received. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a letter  received  by 
the  editor  of  the  Charleston  Courier,  from  St.  Au- 
gustine, under  date  of  March  17: 

“An  express  arrived  here  from  gen.  Jessup  this 
morning,  bringing  despatches  as  late  as  the  12th  of 
March.  We  understand  he  is  not  so  sanguine  as  to 
the  result  of  the  treaty  lately  entered  into  with  the 
chiefs,  as  would  appear  from  the  letters  published 
in  our  last.  He  expresses  doubts  as  to  the  ability 
of  the  chiefs  to  govern  their  people,  and  particularly 
their  young  men.  And  he  also  doubts  the  faith  of 
Philip,  chief  of  the  Topkoliky  Indians.  Philip  has 
a force  of  400  men.” 

Information  also  reached  Charleston,  on  the  20th, 
by  captain  Southwick,  i’rom  St.  Augustine,  that  a 
few  moments  before  bis  leaving  that  place,  an  ex- 
press arrived  from  Picolata,  dated  the  same  morn- 
ing, (18th  inst.)  which  stated  that  the  Indians  at- 
tacked that  place  the  previous  night,  and  were  beat- 
en off — further,  capt.  S.  could  not  learn,  but  this 
can  be  relied  on.  The  bugle  was  sounding  as  the 
Mills  left  the  harbor;  it  was  said,  for  captain  Han- 
son’s company  to  muster  and  march  forthwith  to 
Picolata,  or  in  that  direction.  Captain  S.  did  not 
understand  what  the  result  was,  only  that  the  In- 
dians were  beaten  off,  they  carrying  with  them  some 
horses. 

From  Volusia  we  learn,  (saj's  the  Charleston 
Courier),  that  orders  had  been  sent  to  col.  Fanning, 
by  gen.  Jesnp,  that  in  case  he  should  receive  no  or- 
ders from  the  latter  to  the  contrary,  by  the  7th,  he 
should  again  take  the  field.  In  consequence  of 
these  instructions,  col.  Famring,  with  his  command 
of  about  500  men,  marched  on  the  Sth  for  Lake 
Monroe. 


Mexico.  Bustamente  has  not  been  elected  pre- 
sident of  Mexico,  as  we  stated  in  the  last  “Regis- 
ter,” on  the  authority  of  a New  York  paper.  The 
ballot  on  the  25th  of  February  by  congress,  was  for 
three  candidates  to  be  voted  for  by  the  assemblies 
of  the  different  departments  at  the  regular  election 
which  took  place  early  last  month.  The  three  per- 
sons nominated  by  congress  were  Bustamente,  Bravo 
and  Alarnan,  on  one  of  whom  the  choice  must  fall. 

The  following  letter  from  col.  Almonte,  copied 
from  the  government  paper  in  the  city  of  Mexico, 
is  not  so  warm  in  expressions  of  gratitude  as  that 
of  his  chief,  published  in  our  last.  Col.  Almonte 
was  treated  with  the  most  marked  courtesy  by  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  ur.d  with  the  greatest 
lenity  by  the  “banditti”  of  Texas. 

Letter  from  col.  Jllmcmte. 

To  his  excellency  gen.  Don  Jose  Maria  Tornel: 

Vera  Cruz,  Feb.  20,  1837.  Much  esteemed 
friend:  I improve  the  few  moments  afforded  me  by 
the  express  which  is  going  to  set  out,  to  inform  you 
that,  through  the  favor  of  Divine  Providence,  we 
have  got  out  of  the  claws  of  the  banditti  of  Texas, 
and  of  their  sympathizing  friends.  We  shall  soon 
see  each  other,  and  you  shall  know  our  long  chain 
of  sufferings. 

I beg  you  to  forward  immediately  the  annexed  to 
my  house,  and  send  me,  if  you  can,  the  answer  to 
Manga  dc  Clavo. 

The  president  [Santa  Anna]  comes  sick,  and  will 
not  be  able,  I think,  lo  recover  for  many  days. 

Your  very  affectionate  friend, 

Juan  N.  Almonte. 

A letter  from  a Mexican  in  Tampico  to  a gentle- 
man in  N.  Orleans,  which  we  find  in  the  New  York 
“Express,”  says — the  Mexicans  and  the  government 
are  resolved  to  make  Texas  enter  into  iis  duty,  and 
they  will  do  so.  Every  thing  is  now  ready  for  the 
march  of  the  troops  which  are  composed  of  6,000 
infantry  and  1,200  cavalry,  with  their  corresponding 
artillery;  and  the  command  confided  to  general  Bus- 
tamente, well  known  for  his  valor  and  patriotism. 
Although  with  a great  trouble,  there  have  been 
equipped  four  brigs,  three  schooners,  and  eleven 
gun-boats;  and  there  are  expected  daily  from  Ja- 
maica two  good  steamboats  and  one  brig,  under  the 
command  of  William  McKenzie,  who  served  with 
commodore  Porter  in  the  war  of  independence.  As 
soon  as  these  vessels  arrive,  about  1,000  men  will 
be  embarked  to  operate  by  sea  against  Galveston  ,and 
the  other  troops  will  goby  land,  to  unite  with  them, 
under  the  command  of  Bustamente.  The  arrival  of 
Santa  Anna  will  not  change,  in  the  least  degree,  the 
aspect  of  things  in  Texas,  because  he  has  agreed 
with  Bustamente  and  onr  government;  and  I repeat 
that  the  expedition  will  start  about  the  middle  of 
March,  if  not  before.” 

Another  dreadful  shipwreck.  The  ship 
Jane  and  Margaret,  which  sailed  from  Liverpool 
lor  New  York  on  the  6th  of  February,  with  nearly 
two  hundred  passengers,  was  wrecked  on  the  Irish 
coast  a few  days  alter  leaving  port,  and  every  soul 
on  board  perished!  The  great  majority  of  the  pas- 
sengers were  Irish  laborers  from  the  agricultural 
districts,  who  were  proceeding  to  the  United  States 
for  the  purpose  of  settling.  The  only  cabin  pas- 
sengers were  the  rev.  Mr.  Clements,  a dissenting 
clergyman,  his  wife,  six  daughters  and  a female 
servant. 

The  hull  of  the  vessel  was  thrown  on  the  coast  of 
the  Isle  of  Man.  Two  bodies  were  found  on  board; 
one  that  of  a young  man  respectably  attired,  about 
five  and  twenty  years  of  age;  the  other  a boy  about 
nine  or  ten.  In  tile  pockets  of  the  former  were 
found  a bible  and  prayer  book,  a watch  and  a quai  - 
tity  of  sovereigns.  It  is  conjectured  that  the  un- 
fortunate vessel  must  have  struck  during  a heavy 
storm  on  the  hanks  of  Arklow,  as  the  wreck  of  an 
American  vessel  was  seen  near  that  vicinity  by  a 
small  schooner.  The  commander  of  the  Jane  and 
Margaret,  captain  Wakes,  was  originally  an  officer 
of  the  British  navy,  and  has  been  employed  during 
the  last  fourteen  years  in  commanding  trading  ves- 
sels between  Liverpool,  London  and  New  York. 

The  ship  Glasgow  of  New  York,  a line  built 
ship,  was  also  wrecked  on  the  Irish  coast,  about  the 
time  the  above  melancholy  event  occurred — she 
went  down  in  about  twenty  five  fathoms  water, 
when  ten  lives  were  lost 
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Money  affairs — in  New  York.  The  If.  York 
Journal  of  Commerce  of  Monday  says — “It  cannot 
be  denied  that  people  were  tremendously  scared 
last  week,  and  it  cannot  be  denied  that  after  all  they 
were  not  much  hurt.  Only  two  or  three  houses  in 
the  city  could  make  notes  or  draw  bills  good  enough 
to  appease  public  anxiety,  yet  almost  every  note 
which  fell  due  proved  good.  Two  or  three  good 
houses  were  stopped  who  exhibit  ample  means  to 
pay.  One  of  these  houses  stopped  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  the  city  blew  up  their  store  for  the 
public  good  during  the  great  lire  and  now  delay  the 
payment  of  a verdict,  for  $150,000  or  more,  which 
has  been  recovered  in  the  courts,  for  the  damage. 
Two  or  three  other  failures,  none  of  them  for  large 
amounts,  will  probably  turn  out  cases  of  actual 
bankruptcy.  Unless  the-screws  can  be  turned  down 
harder,  we  may  as  well  give  over  looking  for  the 
grand  crash  which  has  been  so  long  waited  for,  and 
which  it  was  thought  must  certainly  have  come  last 
week.  The  reason  why  the  merchants  do  not  fail, 
is,  first,  they  do  not  choose  to;  and  second,  they  are 
not  obliged  to.  They  are  rich,  that  is  the  secret  of 
the  wonder,  and  we  cannot  be  mistaken  in  believing 
that  this  fact  having  been  so  abundantly  proved, 
confidence  will  be  resumed.” 

In  Philadelphia— The.  credit  of  Philadelphia  will 
not  suffer  in  the  slightest  degree  by  the  recent  dis- 
asters. There  is  no  city  in  the  union  that  contains 
a larger  body  of  sounder  or  more  upright  com- 
mercial men,  or  a greater  amount  of  intrinsic  wealth. 
Our  banks  are  all  perfectly  safe,  pursuing  the  even 
tenor  of  their  way  within  their  means;  and  the  lit- 
tle storm  that  we  have  alluded  to  will  only  serve  to 
render  the  enterprising  a little  more  cautious,  and, 
in  the  end,  to  purify  the  atmosphere  of  the  money 
market.  Speculation  is  well  enough  in  its  way, 
but  those  who  wade  beyond  their  depth,  and  in- 
dulge in  projects  far,  very  far,  beyond  their  means, 
should  not  be  surprised  at  being  overtaken,  and  sub- 
merged by  an  unexpected  wave  of  adversity. — 
“Make  money,  my  son,  always  honestly , however. 
Be  satisfied  with  small  and  certain  gains,  never  for- 
getting the  story,  so  full  of  moral,  of  the  goose  and 
the  golden  egg.”  [ Bicknell’s  Reporter. 

In  Charleston,  March  22.  As  might  be  expected, 
the  greatest  consternation  prevails  here  this  morn- 
ing, in  consequence  of  the  report  of  failures  in  New 
York  and  New  Orleans,  and  we  are  unable  to  find 
parties  willing  to  check  at  sight  on  New  York  or 
Philadelphia  on  any  terms. 

[Previous  to  that  date,  drafts  on  Baltimore,  Phi- 
ladelphia and  New  York,  were  selling  at  3 per  cent, 
premium  in  Charleston.] 

Banks  in  Ohio.  The  number  is  32;  capital 
paid  in  $9,247,297;  circulation  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, $8,326,974;  deposites  3,463,450  dollars;  specie 
$3,153,335;  discounts  $18,178,700;  due  treasury  of 
the  United  States  $4,126,483.  The  Cincinnati  Ga- 
zette says,  “Exchange  on  the  east  is  rated  at  2£  per 
cent,  and  the  belief  is  that  the  specie  is  drained 
from  our  western  banks  and  transferred  to  the  east- 
ern cities,  to  supply  funds  to  meet  exchanges  sold 
at  these  enormous  rates.” 

These  banks  have  more  than  one-third  of  their 
capital  in  specie.  The  Commercial  bank  of  Cin- 
cinnati, with  a capital  of  $1,000,000,  has  $654,562 
in  specie.  A bill  before  the  legislature  provides  for 
an  addition  to  the  banking  capital  of  $5,000,000. — 
It  contemplates  a state  bank  with  25  branches,  the 
capital  of  each  $100,000  to  $500,000.  The  state 
to  take  half  the  whole  stock;  five  per  cent,  of  the 
income  of  the  state’s  dividends  to  go  to  common 
schools,  the  rest  to  internal  improvements. 

Banking  capital  of  Virginia.  The  bill  in- 
creasing the  banking  capital  of  the  commonwealth 
by  the  addition  of  five  millions  of  dollars  has  be- 
come a law.  The  amendments  of  the  senate,  pro- 
viding for  a branch  bank  at  Falmouth  and  one  at 
Clarksburgh,  were  rejected;  but  the  provision,  au- 
thorising a new  bank  at  Lynchburg,  In  ease  of  the 
failure  of  the  Richmond  banks  to  accept  the  new 
charter,  was  adopted. 

This  bill,  although  encumbered  with  many  use- 
less, and,  as  we  think,  improvident  restrictions,  will 
diffuse  great  pleasure  through  many  portions  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  will  give  a stimulus  to  industry 
and  enterprise  which  may  tend  to  arrest  the  tide  of 
emigration  from  Virginia,  which  foreboded  much 
evil  to  the  commonwealth. 

The  senate  insisted  on  its  amendment  to  the  bill, 
prohibiting  the  issuing  of  five  dollar  notes  after  the 
first  of  October  next,  and  the  house  receded;  but 
we  are  not  aware  of  any  provision  inhibiting  the 
circulation  of  those  already  issued,  and  which  may 
be  issued  by  the  old  banks  prior  to  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber. So  that  no  actual  evil  will  occur  in  this  re* 
•pect  unless  the  next  legislature  should  pass  a pro- 
hibitory law.  We  hope  the  folly  of  such  a measure 


will  ere  that  time  be  generally  acknowledged,  and 
that  we  shall  have  no  more  tinkering  with  the  cur- 
rency. . [ Whig. 

The  following  statement  was  presented  to  the 
house  of  representatives  of  Virginia,  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  banks,  in  pursuance  of  a 
resolution  to  that  effect. 

Statement  shewing  the  amount  of  bills  discount- 
ed, specie,  notes  in  circulation  and  deposites  of  the 
bank  of  Virginia  and  Farmers’  bank  of  Virginia,  at 
the  following  periods: 

" Farmers’  bank  of  Virginia. 

Delus  and  lull.*  disi'Oijme.U.  Specie. 

January  1,  1837,  $5,982,897  62  $588,662  IS 

March  1,  1S37,  6,154,747  04  598,988  72 

Notes  in  circulation.  Deposites. 

January  1,  1837,  $3,181,058  00  $1,387,460  42 

March  1,  1837,  2,987,234  00  1,536,177  46 

Bank  of  Virginia. 

Rills  and  poles  discounted.  Specie. 
January  1.  1837,  $9,220,051  75  $673,030  05 

March  1,  1837,  8,422,381  38  662,498  13 

Notes  in  circulation.  Deposites. 

January  1,  1837,  $3,965,703  27  $4,224,633  38 

March  1,  1837,  4,342,500  54  3,052,582  93 

London  bankers  notice.  Messrs.  Baring, 
Brothers  & Co.  have  notified  their  correspondents 
in  this  country  “that  they  cannot  consider  bills  of 
exchange  of  the  character  described  below  as  a 
proper  remittance  to  them  to  cover  engagements 
entered  into  for  their  account,  viz:” 

“1st.  Bills  drawn  by  agents  on  their  principals 
or  employers  in  Europe,  unless  endorsed  by  sub- 
stantial houses  to  the  remitters. 

“2d.  Bills  drawn  by  firms  in  the  United  States 
who  are  partners  in  the  firms  drawn  on  in  Europe 
or  by  a partner  on  his  house,  unless  endorsed  by 
substantial  houses  to  the  remitters. 

“3d.  Bills  however  otherwise  in  order,  drawn  at 
a longer  sight  than  sixty  days.” 

These  gentlemen  are  very  apt  to  be  correct  in 
their  opinions  and  plans  of  business.  But  it  is  ap- 
parent, that  if  they  adhere  to  these  rules  rigidly  it 
will  be  not  a little  difficult  to  make  them  acceptable 
remittances,  and  that  if  these  rules  were  generally 
adopted  by  London  bankers,  a good  deal  of  diffi- 
culty would  be  thrown  where  it  ought  not  to  be. 
A large  proportion  of  the  very  best  bills  are  of  the 
character  reprobated,  and  the  most  extensive  ship- 
ments from  this  country  are  made  in  a manner  to 
require  such  bills.  It  is  the  common  method  of 
making  shipments  for  the  whole  negotiation  to  be 
made  between  the  shipper  and  the  partner  or  agent 
of  the  consignees.  The  advances  are  made  here 
by  the  agent  or  partner  who  receives  the  invoices 
and  bills  of  lading  and  draws  the  bills,  so  that  the 
shipper  has  no  direct  correspondence  with  the  par- 
ties in  Europe.  This  is  a convenient  and  safe  me- 
thod of  transacting  the  business,  and  one  which 
ought  not  to  be  embarrassed. 

It  strikes  us  too  that  parties  here  have  in  fairness 
a claim  to  prospective  notice  of  changes  which  are 
contemplated.  When  once  a system  of  doing  bu- 
siness is  established  it  should  not  be  changed  sud- 
denly and  without  suitable  warning. 

[IV  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Colonel  Croghan.  The  highly  interesting 
ceremony  of  the  presentation  to  col.  Croghan  of 
the  gold  medal  voted  to  him  by  congress,  in  testi- 
mony of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  that  body  of 
his  gallant  conduct  in  defending  Fort  Steven- 
son, took  place  on  Monday  last  at  the  president’3 
house.  The  following  are  the  remarks  of  the  pre- 
sident on  the  occasion,  and  those  of  col.  Croghan 
in  reply,  which  we  insert  for  the  gratification  of  our 
readers.  [Globe. 

Remarks  of  the  president. 

Sir:  By  a joint  resolution  of  both  houses  of  con- 
gress, approved  on  the  13th  of  February,  1835,  the 
president  was  requested  to  cause  a gold  medal  to  be 
struck,  with  symbolical  emblems  and  devices,  and 
presented  to  you,  “in  testimony  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  congress  of  your  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  in  the  defence  of  Fort  Stevenson.” 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  I have  the  plea- 
sure to  present  you  this  medal,  executed  in  a style 
corresponding,  in  some  measure,  with  the  distin- 
guished event  it  is  intended  to  commemorate.  It 
is  highly  gratifying  to  me  to  place  in  your  hands 
this  just  tribute  of  a grateful  people,  well  assured 
tl\at,  should  circumstances  require  it,  you  will  again 
be  found  ready  to  display  the  same  courage  and 
constancy  in  the  cause  of  your  country  as  distin- 
uished  your  conduct  in  the  gallant  defence  at  Sari- 
usky. 

Reply  of  col.  Croghan. 

Mr.  President:  Nearly  twenty-four  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  occurrence  of  the  event  which 
this  medal  is  intended  to  commemorate;  during  that 
interval,  most  of  the  gallant  individuals  whom  I had 


the  honor  to  command  at  Sandusky  have  quitted 
the  stage  of  life.  For  the  sake  of  those  who  are  no 
more,  1 might  have  wished  that  this  testimonial  had 
been  granted  at  an  earlier  period,  that  they  might 
have  enjoyed  the  same  honest  pleasure  which  1 
now  feel.  As  respects  myself,  however,  I cannot 
but  value  the  distinction  the  more  highly,  as  it  has 
been  bestowed,  not  under  the  influence  of  momen- 
tary excitement,  but  after  time  had  been  allowed 
lor  estimating  the  character,  as  well  as  the  impor- 
tance of  the  service  rendered.  In  addition  to  my 
acknowledgment  of  the  honor  conferred  on  me  by 
the  resolution  of  congress,  I have  only  to  express 
to  you,  sir,  my  obligation  for  the  kind  and  flattering 
manner  in  which  you  have  carried  that  resolution 
into  effect. 

The  late  caft.  Charles  Mellon.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States  army, 
held  at  Yolusia,  on  the  22d  of  February,  a commit- 
tee appointed  lor  that  purpose,  reported  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  in  relation  to  their  late  companion 
in  arms,  capt.  Chas.  Mellon,  who  fell  in  a recent  ac- 
tion against  the  Seminole  Indians,  at  Lake  Monroe, 
which  were  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  published. 

“Resolved,  That  we  deplore  the  decease  of  cap- 
tain Mellon,  as  a loss  to  the  army,  a loss  to  society, 
and  a loss,  severely  felt,  in  our  own  circle  of  com- 
panionship, to  which  he  was  endeared  by  ties  of 
friendly  fellowship,  and  of  cordial  regard.  A sol- 
dier in  ail  his  feelings,  a patriot  in  all  his  aspirations, 
he  has  long  been  indentitied  with  the  military  ser- 
vice of  his  country.  Distinguished  in  the  second 
war  with  Great  Britain — conspicuous  in  the  bloody 
encounter  with  the  savages  on  the  Wythlacoochee 
— and  at  last,  the  free  votary  of  heroism  at  the  bat- 
tle at  Lake  Monroe.  At  the  first  signal  war  whoop 
he  was  promptly  at  his  post,  directing  the  fire  of 
his  men,  or  reassuring  them  in  confidence  and  com- 
posure. He  fell  too  early  in  the  action  to  witness 
its  victorious  issue;  but  he  reposes  in  glory  upon 
the  field  now  associated  with  historic  recollections,  • 
and  consecrated  by  his  blood. 

Resolved,  That  we  sympathise  deeply  with  his 
bereaved  widow  and  fatherless  children,  in  a loss 
that  we  will  not  presume  by  words  to  measure  or 
describe.  As  a tribute,  however,  of  our  sincere 
condolence  with  her,  and  of  our  respect  for  the  de- 
parted, we  would  offer  this  manifestation  of  our 
feeling3.” 

British  outrage  on  American  shipping. 
From  the  Boston  Advocate.  The  following  particu- 
lars of  the  recent  outrage  committed  by  captain 
Hacket  of  the  British  brig  of  war  Jason,  upon  the 
American  ship  Grand  Turk,  of  Boston,  capt.  Eas- 
terbrook,  are  given  on  the  authority  of  a letter  from 
the  supercargo. 

The  Grand  Turk  sailed  from  Marseilles  on  the  8th 
of  January,  for  the  coast  of  Sumatra,  to  touch  at 
Gihralter  for  the  purpose  of  taking  on  board  specie 
and  provisions.  At  the  latter  port  she  arrived  on 
the  20th.  Whilst  the  captain  and  supercargo  were 
engaged  on  shore,  a boat  was  sent  alongside  from 
the  British  brig,  and  the  officer  in  charge  demanded 
of  the  mate  of  the  ship,  that  four  men,  who  he  said 
claimed  the  protection  of  the  British  flag,  should  he 
given  up. 

The  mate  refused  to  deliver  the  seamen,  and  told 
the  officer  that  if  he  took  them,  the  responsibility 
must  rest  on  him;  to  which  the  latter  replied,  that  ! 
he  was  willing  lo  take  the  responsibility;  and  then 
returned  to  his  boat,  taking  with  him  the  four  men. 
When  the  supercargo  was  made  acquainted  with 
this  high-handed  proceeding,  he  immediately  repre-  ; 
sented  the  case  to  the  American  consul,  Horatio 
Sprague,  esq.  who  ever  watchful  of  the  important 
interests  confided  to  him  took  up  the  business  with  1 
his  usual  alacrity  and  zeal. 

He  first  addressed  a letter  to  capt.  Hacket,  de-  1 
inanding  the  restoration  of  the  men,  to  which  he  re- 
ceived no  reply;  he  then  called  on  the  governor, 
who  expressed  his  disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of 
capt.  H.  But  as  it  did  not  appear  likely  that  the  dif- 
ficulty would  be  accommodated  by  measures  of  this 
kind,  a despatch  was  forwarded  by  the  consul  to 
com.  Elliott,  of  the  frigate  Constitution,  lying  at 
Tangier.  This  message  was  promptly  answered  by 
the  commodore,  who  immediately  brought  his  fri- 
gate to  Gibralter.  In  the  mean  time,  two  of  the 
four  men  were  returned  by  captain  Haekett,  of  j 
which  due  acknowledgment  was  made  by  the  j 
consul,  and  the  demand  for  the  others  renewed. 
On  his  arrival,  com.  Elliott  entered  into  a corres- 
pondence with  the  British  captain;  but  finding  these 
means  of  no  avail,  he  collected  together  the  requi- 
site vouchers  and  documents,  and  forwarded  them  to 
the  court  of  St.  James,  where  they  will  no  doubt 
receive  proper  attention,  as  well  as  from  our  own  :■ 
government,  to  which  a representation  of  the  case 
has  doubtless  been  made. 
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It  was  not  until  the  30th  of  January,  that  the  ship 
was  enabled  to  proceed  on  her  voyage,  the  places 
of  the  two  men  of  which  she  had  been  robbed,  hav- 
ing been  supplied  through  com.  Elliott.  This  de- 
tention, it  being  already  late  in  the  season,  may 
prove  seriously  detrimental,  if  not  entirely  ruinous 
to  the  objects  of  the  voyage.  We  doubt  not  that 
our  gorernraent  will  follow  up  the  vigorous  mea- 
sures of  their  consul  and  the  gyllant  commodore,  in 
this  case;  for  it  is  obvious  that  if  we  are  to  submit 
tameiy  to  outrage  and  indignities  of  this  nature,  our 
ships  may  be  left  in  fi^-eign  ports,  without  seamen, 
whenever  it  suits  the  caprice  of  British  naval  offi- 
cers to  take  them  from  their  vessels. 

Raw  cotton  duties.  A numerous  meeting 
of  the  manufacturers  and  inhabitants  of  Glasgow 
was  held  in  the  town  hall,  to  consider  the  propriety 
of  petitioning  government  for  a repeal  of  the  duty 
on  cotton  wool  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom. 
Mr.  Finlay,  who  moved  the  first  resolution,  depre- 
cated the  principle  of  taxing  the  raw  material,  one 
which  every  writer  and  statesman  from  the  dawn  of 
the  science  of  political  economy  down  to  the  pre- 
sent day,  had  condemned.  Nothing,  he  urged,  but 
necessity  could  justify  such  a departure  from  sound 
policy,  and  therefore  every  minister,  in  continuing 
the  obnoxious  duty,  had  confessed  its  impolicy,  and 
defended  it  only  as  a temporarily  necessary  portion 
of  the  revenue.  Mr.  A.  Graham  seconded  the  re- 
solution, and  contended  that  the  importance  of  a 
branch  of  industry  could  not  be  estimated  by  look- 
ing exclusively  to  the  capital  involved,  its  annual 
value,  and  the  hands  it  employed.  It  was  to  be  re- 
garded as  relating  to  other  interests,  and  could  be 
best  measured  by  comparison  with  them.  Now 
what  relations  did  the  cotton  manufacture  bear  to 
the  raw  materials,  comforts  and  luxuries  which  we 
draw  from  foreign  countries?  It  actually  paid  for 
more  than  half  of  them,  besides  giving  more  than 
£22,000,000  of  cheap  and  comfortable  clothing  to 
the  people  at  home.  The  cotton,  when  compared 
with  the  other  manufactures,  rose  above  tlem  all: 
it  was  actually  double  the  woollen  manufacture, 
which  was  estimated  at  £22,000,000;  foir  times 
more  than  the  silk,  and  five  times  that  of  the  linen. 
Mr.  Spiers,  who  moved  the  second  resolution,  said, 
if  the  axioms  of  political  economists  ware  true, 
that  ‘-it  was  always  wrong  to  tax  the  raw  commo- 
dity,” a worse  tax  than  that  on  cotton  wool  could 
not  have  been  devised.  Mr.  Buchanan  seconded 
the  resolution.  Several  other  gentlemen  addressed 
the  meeting,  deprecating  the  continuance  of  the 
grievance  complained  of,  and  all  the  resolutions 
were  carried  unanimously.  Parliament  will  conse- 
quently be  forthwith  petitioned  on  the  subject. 

The  cotton  trade.  An  article  in  the  last 
number  of  the  Scottish  Magazine,  published  at 
Glasgow,  in  reference  to  the  currency  and  bade  be- 
tween this  country  and  England,  says  of  cotton: 

That  demand  will  remain  the  same,  and  supply 
be  increased  only  in  America,  is  a favorable  suppo- 
sition by  no  means  warranted.  It  is  well  known 
that  far  the  last  two  years  our  manufacturers  have 
been  in  active  employment.  It  is  unhappily  equal- 
ly well  known  that  the  active  demand  that  did  ex- 
ist has  received  a check,  and  the  most  sanguine  of 
our  manufacturers  do  not  expect  such  extensive  or- 
ders in  1327  as  they  received  in  1336;  hence  their 
' ability  to  purchase  cotton  will  be  diminished. 

Another  circumstance  which  must  not  be  forgot- 
ten or  disregarded  is,  that  the  same  inducement 
which  has  operated  in  stimulating  the  production  o' 

I cotton  in  America,  has  been  as  actively  at  work  in 
| other  countries,  and  an  increase  may  be  expected 
from  every  country  where  cotton  is  grown.  In  th« 
East  Indies  especially,  we  know  that  the  increas; 

: of  production  has  been  great.  In  1835  the  expoit 
I was  about  80,000  bales,  last  year  it  exceeded 
1 200,000,  and  in  1837  it  is  anticipated  that  thesup- 
■;  ply  will  somewhat  exceed  300,000.  This  must  of 
necessity  have  a very  marked  effect  on  the  demand 
for  American  cotton,  and  will  add  greatly  to  the 
excess  of  supply  over  demand.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, we  cannot  anticipate  that  pricescan 
■ be  maintained,  hence  the  demand  for  British  minu- 
lactures  must  be  interfered  with.”  * * * * 

“But  we  have  already  said  that  the  demand  for 
our  manufactures  lias  received  a check,  and  when 
we  say  that  it  is  only,  in  other  words,  saying  that 
| nothing  disastrous  is  to  be  apprehended  from  over- 
trading in  America.  Over  production  of  cotton 
there  has  been,  and  the  trade  must  and  will  receive 
a very  great  shock.  There  must  be  a period  of  stag- 
' nation — it  is  the  only  natural  means  of  restoring  a 
healthy  tone  to  the  trade.  There  must  be  a decrease 
of  circulation;  there  must  be  commercial  failure! 
beyond  an  average  number;  but  any  thing  like  the 
feartul  commercial  revolution  which  some  person; 

1 have  anticipated,  we  see  no  reason  to  apprehend.” 


The  ruins  k Wisconsin.  From  the  Cincin- 
nati Whig.  Miagre  notices  of  the  ruins  of  some 
supposed  city  ol  ancient  times,  upon  a branch  of 
Rack  river,  have  come  to  us  from  the  east  and 
from  the  west.  That  such  ruins  have  been  dis- 
covered we  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  but  the  ac- 
counts are  so  wanting  in  detail  and  certainty,  that 
speculations  upon  their  age  or  origin,  at  present, 
are  fruitless.  In  a Philadelphia  paper  it  is  stat- 
ed, with  an  absurd  credulity,  that  from  an  inscrip- 
tion upon  a mde  portal  of  the  city,  its  name  was 
ascertained  to  be  Aztalan.  In  what  language  the 
said  inscription  was  made,  or  by  what  Champol- 
lion  it  was  deciphered,  we  are  not  informed.  In 
the  western  papers,  with  more  show  of  reason,  it 
is  stated  that  the  ruins  have  been  named  Aztallan, 
“from  an  idea  which  is  believed  to  be  prevalent  in 
some  part  of  Mexico,  that  there  was  in  ancient 
times  a city  of  that  name  in  the  north  parts  of  N. 
America.” 

The  tradition  supposed  to  be  referred  to  in  the 
latter  conjecture  is  the  one  mentioned  by  Hum- 
boldt of  the  Aztequbs,or  early  inhabitants  of  Mexi- 
co. Their  hieroglyphical  history,  (according  to 
him),  states  that  Aztlan  not  Aztalan  was  their 
original  abode.  Aztlan  signifies  not  a city,  but  the 
country  of  cranes  or  flamingoes.  From  Aztlan, 
by  successive  removals,  constructing  cities  at  dif- 
ferent points  along  the  roile,  they  finally  arrived 
and  settled  Tecuchitlan  or  Mexico.  It  is  not  pro- 
bable that  the  ruins  in  question  are  entitled  to  this 
name,  as  being  the  spot  which  the  Aztsques  start- 
ed on  their  pilgrimage  to  :be  south.  1st.  Because 
the  tradition  makes  Aztlaj  the  old  abode  or  first 
place  of  reunion,  of  the  fithers  of  the  race  after 
some  great  deluge;  and  2dk;  because  the  country 
about  the  ruins  does  not  coirespond  with  the  name 
indicated  by  the  hieroglyplics — to  wit:  a lake  or 
sea,  frequented  by  cranes,  flamingoes  or  water- 
fowl. It  may,  however,  be  possible  that  this  was 
one  of  the  resting  or  aboding  places  of  the  Azte- 
ques — or  at  least  was  constricted  by  a part  of  that 
tribe,  or  some  other  kindred  tribe,  equally  skilled 
in  the  art  of  building.  Similar  ruins  have  been 
heretofore  met  with,  but  none  according  to  Hum- 
boldt, to  the  north  of  the  river  Gila,  which  falls  into 
the  Gulf  of  Calilornia.  “There  are  no  remains  at 
this  day  of  any  ancient  civilization  of  the  human 
species  to  the  north  of  the  river  Gila.” 

Upon  the  banks  of  this  river  sometime  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  last  century,  a missionary  named  fa- 
ther Garces,  discovered  the  ruins  of  a kind  of  strong 
castle,  with  its  side  exactly  arranged  to  the  cardinal 
points.  These  traces  were  supposed  to  correspond 
with  the  tradition  quoted.  If  our  ruins  belonged 
to  the  same  people  they  must  be  of  great  antiquity; 
as  the  Azteques,  according  to  their  chronology,  ar- 
rived in  Mexico  in  1 196— having  left  Aztlan  in 
1065. 

It  is  stated  that  burnt  brick  was  found  among 
these  ruins.  This  is  probably  a mistake — as  the 
Mexicans,  we  believe,  used  either  stone  or  nnbnrnt 
brick  (briques  non  cuits)  in  their  Teocullis  and 
other  erections — and  we  hardly  think  that  at  an  an- 
terior period  they  understood,  or  used  the  process 
of  burning  them. 

The  w hole  subject  is  full  of  interest  to  all,  and 
eminently  recommends  itself  to  the  antiquary  and 
the  historian,  and  we  hope  that  it  will  soon  be  ade- 
quately illustrated,  but  until  we  shall  have  more 
complete  and  authentic  accounts  of  these  ruins, 
their  extent,  plan,  material  of  construction,  &c.  it 
will  be  vain  to  enter  into  speculations  concerning 
them.  An  accurate  detail  of  facts  is  wanted  for 
the  basis  of  reasonable  conjecture.  All  we  can  do 
in  the  meanwhile  is,  to  correct  or  expose  the  unau- 
thorised guesses  of  ignorance  or  presumption. 

L.  A.  C. 

Texas.  In  a volume  recently  published  by  Ed- 
ward C.  Biddle,  of  Philadelphia,  entitled  “select 
speeches  of  {he  right  hon.  William  Wymlbam  and 
the  right  hon.  Win.  Huskissoti,  with  preliminary 
biographical  sketches,  edited  by  Robert  Walsh,”  is 
found  the  annexed  paragraph  in  Mr.  Iluskisson’s 
speech  of  May  20th,  1831),  on  the  political  and  com- 
mercial relations  of  Great  Britain  with  Mexifo: 

“If  the  United  Slates  have  declared  that  they 
cannot  allow'  the  island  of  Cuba  to  belong  to  any 
maritime  power  in  Europe,  Spain  excepted,  neither 
can  England,  as  the  first  of  those  maritime  powers 
— 1 say  it  fearlessly,  because  I feel,  it  strongly,  suf- 
fer the  United  States  to  bring  under  their  dominion 
a greater  portion  of  the  shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
co, than  that  which  they  now  possess.  Within  the 
last  twenty-seven  years  they  have  become  masters 
of  all  the  shores  of  that  gulf  from  the  point  of  Flori- 
da to  the  river  Sabine,  including  the  mouths  of  the 
Mississippi  and  other  great  rivers,  the  port  of  New 
Orleans,  and  the  valuable  and  secure  harbors  of 
Florida;  and,  within  these  few  days,  we  hear  of 


their  intention  of  forming  a naval  station  and  arsenal 
at  tiie  islands  of  the  Dry  Toriugas,  a commanding 
position  in  the  gulf  stream  between  Florida  and 
Cuba.  With  all  this  extent  of  coast  and  islands,  we 
know  further,  that  designs  are  entertained,  and  daily 
acted  upon — I will  not  say  by  the  present  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  but  notoriously ,°by  the 
people,  to  get  possession  of  the  fertile  and  extensive 
Mexican  province  of  Texas.  To  borrow  an  ex- 
pression of  a deceased  statesman  of  that  country, 
“the  whole  people  of  America  have  their  eye”  upon 
that  province.  They  look  to  all  the  country  be- 
tween the  river  Sabine  and  the  river  Bravo  del 
Norte  as  a territory  that  must,  ere  long,  belong  to 
their  union.  They  have,  also,  I believe,  that  same 
eye  upon  some  of  the  western  coast  of  Mexico,  pos- 
sessing valuable  ports  in  the  Gulf  of  California. 
Should  they  obtain  these  districts,  the  independence 
of  Mexico,  I will  venture  to  say,  will  be  no  better, 
or  more  secure,  than  that  of  the  Creek  Indians,  or 
any  other  Indian  tribe  now  living  within  the  circle 
of  the  present  recognized  limits  of "the  United  States; 
and  Ibe  Gulf  of  Mexico  will  become  as  much  a part 
of  their  waters  as  the  Black  Sea  was  once  the  wa- 
ters of  Turkey,  or  as  the  channel  which  separates 
England  from  Ireland  may  be  considered  as  apart 
of  the  waters  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

New  Grenada.  The  Globe  gives  recent  in- 
telligence from  New  Grenada,  from  which  we  learn, 
that  the  arrangement  entered  into  by  president  San- 
tander with  the  government  of  Venezuela,  for  the 
division  of  the  public  debt  of  the  republic  of  Co- 
lombia, may  yet  be  sanctioned  by  the  congress  of 
New  Grenada,  now  about  to  convene. 

The  election  for  president  has  recently  taken 
lace  in  New  Grenada,  but  there  has  been  no  choice 
y the  people,  and  it  now  devolves  upon  the  con- 
gress. There  were  about  sixteen  hundred  votes 
given  in  the  electoral  colleges,  there  being  one  elec- 
tor for  every  thousand  inhabitants.  Of  these  votes, 
general  Obando  and  Dr.  Marques  have  received 
probably  five-sixths,  but  neither  of  them  a majority, 
and  their  number  is  about  equal. 

Gen.  Santander  retires  voluntarily  at  the  end  of 
his  first  term,  though  again  eligible. 

Gen.  Santander’s  administration  has  been  emi- 
nently successful;  and  if  he  has  not  given  entire  sa- 
tisfaction, it  may  be  said  in  his  excuse  that  no  man 
could  have  done  that.  His  policy  has  been  pacific, 
and  though  a military  man  himself,  and  one  of  the 
generals  of.  the  revolution,  he  has  invariably  recog- 
nised and  acted  upon  the  principle  that  the  milita- 
ry authority  in  a state  must  be  subordinate  to  the 
civil;  and  during  his  administration,  the  army  has 
been  the  servant,  not  the  master,  of  the  govern- 
ment, though  it  is  but  too  common  and  almost  uni- 
versal in  South  America  for  it  to  act  in  the  latter 
capacity. 

A decree  of  the  government  of  New  Grenada 
declares  the  river  Magdelena  free  for  steamboat  na- 
vigation, after  beingin  a state  of  occlusion  for  four- 
teen or  fifteen  years,  in  consequence  of  an  exclu- 
sive grant  to  an  individual,  who  did  not  navigate  it 
himself,  and  would  not  permit  others  to  put  boats 
on  it,  without  paying  him  tribute.  The  grant,  how- 
ever, has  been  recently  forfeited,  by  his  failing  to 
comply  with  the  conditions,  and  there  is  no  impedi- 
ment now  in  the  way  to  deter  inen  of  capital  and  of 
enterprise,  from  trying  their  fortunes  on  the  river, 
which  offers  many  facilities  for  steamboat  naviga- 
tion. 

We  publish,  also,  an  extract  from  the  message 
of  the  governor  of  Velez,  a province  of  New  Gre- 
nada, to  the  provincial  legislature.  The  governor 
is  colonel  Murray,  an  Irishman,  who  has  been  ma- 
ny years  in  the  Colombian  and  Grenadian  army. — 
Fie  is  a decided  patriot  and  republican,  and  an  en- 
thusiastic admirer  of  the  institutions  of  this  country. 

Governor  Murray  ascribes  the  liberty  now  enjoy- 
ed by  his  adopted  country  to  general  Washington. 
This  may  not  be  exactly  true  to  the  letter;  yet  with- 
out doubt  his  great  name  and  the  heroic  achieve- 
ments with  which  it  is  associated,  had  much  influ- 
ence over  the  minds  of  the  Colombians  during  the 
progress  of  their  revolution.  Of  this  it  is  sufficient 
proof  that  he  is  called  by  them  "El  Libertaclor  del 
Norte;’’  the  liberator  of  the  north. 

Trade  with  the  Azores.  The  undersigned, 
United  States  consul  for  the  Azores,  takes  this  me- 
thod of  informing  those  whom  it  may  concern,  that 
the  decree  of  her  majesty,  the  queen  of  Portugal, 
issued  on  the  14th  of  November  last,  imposing  a 
tonnage  duty  on  all  vessels  entering  the  ports  of 
that  kingdom,  is  not  to  take  etiect  at  the  Azores, 
with  which  all  vessels  can  communicate  as  before. 

This  information  is  particularly  interesting  to 
those  engaged  in  the  whale  fishery. 

Constitute  of  the  U.  S.  for  the  Azores,  March  9, 1837. 

Charles  W.  Dabney. 
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Naval  civilities.  From  the  Commercial  Ad- 
vertiser. The  following  is  an  extract  from  a letter 
from  an  officer  of  the  U.  S.  ship  John  Adams. — 
The  action  recorded,  and  the  note  from  the  captain 
of  the  English  ship  relieved  in  the  hour  of  peril, 
are  both  creditable  to  the  parties  concerned. 

Extract  from  a letter  of  an  officer  on  board  the  U. 

S.  ship  John  Adams, 

Malaga,  11  th  Jan.  1837. 

On  the  2d  it  commenced  blowing  from  the  east, 
about  one  in  the  morning,  and  continued  until  four 
in  the  afternoon,  when  it  became  a complete  hurri- 
cane. We  had  as  much  as  we  could  do  to  take 
care  of  our  fine  ship.  We  sent  down  every  thing 
to  our  lower  masts,  and  we  received  but  very  tri- 
fling injury.  There  were  three  English  men  of 
war  here — one  arrived  the  night  before  the  gale. — 
She  had  to  cut  away  all  her  masts,  and  is  otherwise 
injured.  One  of  the  others  had  to  heave  over  all 
her  guns,  and  was  about  cutting-  away  her  masts, 
when  the  gale  abated.  The  other,  the  largest  of 
the  three,  lost  her  rudder,  besides  receiving  farther 
damage.  Six  merchantmen  were  wrecked,  but 
none  of  them  Americans.  Our  captain  sent  his 
largest  boat  to  the  assistance  of  the  ship  that  was 
dismasted,  and  succeeded  in  getting  one  of  her  ca- 
bles on  shore,  which  was  of  great  service  to  her. — 
The  following  is  a copy  of  a letter  received  from 
lord  Ingestrie,  who  commanded  the  largest  ship: 

II.  B.  M.  ship  Tyre,  Malaga,  Jan.  5,  1837. 

Sir:  It  is  with  infinite  pleasure  that  I,  in  the 
name  of  the  ships  of  his  Britannic  majesty  in  this 
port,  return  to  you,  your  officers  and  ship’s  com- 
pany, our  best  thanks  for  the  kind  and  cheerful  as- 
sistance you  were  so  good  as  to  give  us  during  our 
critical  position  in  the  late  gale.  I have  to  request 
that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  make  this  com- 
munication to  those  under  your  command.  I have 
the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant,  Ingestrie,  captain. 

To  captain  Silas  II.  Stringham, 

U.  S.  corvette  John  Adams. 

Treaties  with  foreign  powers.  Ridicu- 
lous rumors  are  circulated  in  the  newspapers,  as- 
cribing some  important  arrangements  with  foreign 
powers  to  certain  American  citizens,  wholly  unau- 
thorised and  unaccredited  by  the  government  as  its 
agents  in  the  affairs  referred  to.  For  instance, 
commodore  Elliott  is  reported  to  have  made  a trea- 
ty with  Morocco;  general  Tallmadge  as  having  ob 
tained  some  ameliorations  of  the  quarantine  regula 
tion  at  Copenhagen;  and  some  other  private  person 
(we  forget  who)  is  represented  as  having  made  a 
treaty  for  us  with  the  pacha  of  Egypt.  "The  fol- 
lowing memoranda  will  show  what  reliance  is  to  be 
placed  in  these  newspaper  accounts: 

“ Treaty  with  Morocco. — James  R.Leib,  consul  of 
the  United  States  at  Tangier,  was  alone  authorised 
to  conclude  a new  treaty  with  the  emperor  of  Mo- 
rocco, the  old  one  being  soon  about  to  expire.  His 
power  was  dated  on  the  4th  of  July,  1835.  He  suc- 
ceeded in  concluding  a treaty,  which  was  sealed  by 
the  emperor  on  the  16th  of  September,  1836,  and 
bears  date  on  that  day. 

Egypt. — The  United  States  have  no  treaty  with 
the  pacha  of  Egypt.  There  are  various  American 
consuls  within  the  pachalic,  but  they  have  been 
appointed  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  with 
the  Porte. 

Quarantine  of  vessels  bound  to  Russia. — The  qua- 
rantine required  by  the  Danish  government  in  the 
case  of  American  vessels  from  Cuba  bound  to  Riga 
and  St.  Petersburg,  was  imposed  at  the  instance 
and  for  the  protection,  of  Russia.  Mr.  Wilkins 
complained  of  its  oppressive  character  to  count 
Nesselrode,  the  new  chancellor  of  the  Russian  em 
pire,  as  early  as  January,  1S35,  and  made  great  ex 
ertions  to  procure  an  abatement  of  its  rigor.  The 
result  of  his  efforts  and  correspondence  on  the  sub 
ject  is  stated  in  his  despatch  to  this  department  of 
June  4, 1835,  in  which  he  says:  ‘The  quarantine  re- 
gulations at  Copenhagen  have  been  so  changed  and 
ameliorated,  as  to  be  now  satisfactory  to  the  mer- 
chants and  ship  captains.’  ” [Globe. 

The  late  Edward  Livingston.  From  the 
annexed  proceedings  of  the  congress  of  Guatemala 
it  will  be  seen  that  this  republic  has  paid  a respect 
to  the  memory  of  this  distinguished  jurisconsult 
highly  creditable  to  themselves  and  flattering  to 
the  family  and  numerous  friends  of  the  deceased. 
We  make  the  translation  from  the  Spanish. 

The  chief  of  the  state  has  directed  the  following 
decree:  The  supreme  chief  of  Guatemala.  The 
legislative  assembly  having  decreed,  and  the  house 
of  representative  having  sanctioned  what  follows: 
The  legislative  assembly  of  the  state  of  Guate- 
mala, feeling  deeply  for  the  loss  of  Mr.  Edward 
Livingston,  whose  legislative  works  have  reached 


from  New  Orleans  to  Central  America,  which  is 
benefitted  by  them,  and  whose  codes,  monument^ 
of  liberty  and  philanthropy,  have  generally  beet 
adopted  not  only  to  establish  the  liberties  of  the 
people  of  Guatemala,  but  also  to  tie  by  the  bonds 
of  legislative  brotherhoqd,  two  states  distant,  iq 
is  true,  one  from  the  other,  but  happy  in  the  liberty 
of  his  principles: 

1st.  The  representatives  in  this  asembly  will 
wear  crape  for  three  days,  beginning  on  the  28th 
instant. 

2d.  The  representatives  in  council,  the  magis- 
trates of  the  supreme  court,  and  the  members  of 
government,  will  unite  in  the  testimonies  of  grati- 
tude voted  by  the  assembly  to  the  memory  of  Mr. 
Livingston. 

3d.  His  likeness  will  be  placed  in  the  hall  of 
the  sittings  of  the  assembly,  with  the  following  in- 
scription: 

‘Edward  Livingston  gave  to  Louisiana  laws 
which  have  been  adopted  by  Guatemala.  Through 
him  legislation  made  brothers  of  two  people,  and 
united  their  liberties.” 

4th.  The  government  is  authorised  to  allow  the 
necessary  appropriations  to  carry  the  above  into 
execution. 

5th.  The  government  shall  communicate  to  the 
minister  of  the  United  Forth  American  States  in 
this  republic,  the  deep  regret  with  which  the  unfor- 
tunate news  of  the  demise  of  Mr.  Livingston  was 
received  by  his  note  of  the  28th  ult.  and  that  we 
sincerely  sympathise  in  he  gloom  which  the  death 
of  Mr.  Edward  Livingston  has  spread  over  the  il- 
lustrious country  where  he  was  born. 


Public  schools  if  Massachusetts.  The 
following  abstract  of  tie  school  returns,  compiled 
for  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  by  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  commonwealti,  shows  the  aggregate  num- 
ber of  the  several  classes  of  pupils  and  of  teachers, 
and  the  sums  raised  and  expended  for  education 
throughout  the  state. 

Number  of  school  districts  from  which  returns  have 
been  received  2,517 

Number  of  children  between  4 and  16  years  166,912 
Number  of  male  children  attending  school 
from  4 to  16  years  of  age  75,552 

Number  of  female  children  attending  school 

from  4 to  16  years  of  age  70,9S7 

Number  of  male  instructors  2,154 

Number  of  female  instructors  2,816 

Average  number  of  scholars  attending  aca- 
demies and  private  schools  28,752 

Whole  amount  raised  by  tax  for  support  of 
common  scho'ols,  (including  the  preced- 
ing item)  $391,993 

Amount  raised  by  voluntary  contributions 

to  support  common  schools  _ 47,593 

Estimated  amount  paid  for  tuition  in  pri- 
vate schools  and  academies  _ 326,642 

Whole  amount  raised  during  the  year,  in 
289  towns  and  cities,  for  support  of  com- 
mon schools,  and  tuition  in  private  schools 
and  academies  766,229 

The  Boston  Courier  adds  that,  there  are  sixteen 
towns  from  which  no  returns  have  been  received; 
and  ten  from  which  the  returns  were  not  received 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  law,  and  which  ol 
course  can  receive  no  portion  of  the  income  ot  the 
school  fund. 

In  Boston  the  average  number  of  children  attend- 
ing common  schools  is  8,847;  average  attendance 
on  private  schools,  4,000;  number  ot  instructors  of 
common  schools,  144;  amount  raised  by  tax  for 
support  of  common  schools,  $88,000;  amount  (es- 
timated) paid  for  tuition  in  private  schools,  100,000 
dollars. 

Nantucket  is  in  what  the  New  Englanders  call 
a ‘froze  and  thaw.”  The  whole  concern  has  been 
frozen  as  hard  as  sea  biscuit  during  the  whole  win- 
ter, and  has  but  just  shook  off  her  icicles.  The  In- 
quirer thus  discourses  spring  music: 

“A  scarcity  of  nearly  all  the  necessary  articles  of 
consumption  has  at  length  come  upon  us.  The 
stalls  in  our  markets  have  long  been  swept  clean; 
our  beef  and  pork  barrels  are  utterly  bereft;  the 
woodvrharfingers  have  disposed  of  the  last  catstick; 
there  is  scarcely  any  thing  eatable  or  burnable  to 
be  procured,  even  for  money,  that  all-commanding 
agent;  the  clam  banks  have  suspended  discounts, 
the  wild  fowl  are  exterminated,  the  very*-  eels  have 
wriggled  into  the  value  of  sixpence  a pound,  and 
we  are  still  blocked  by  ice,  in  a manner  so  ambigu- 
ous however,  as  neither  to  suffer  navigation  to 
move,  nor  men  to  travel  on  its  surface.  Here  are 
7,000  mouths  to  be  fed,  and  as  many  bodies  to  be 
warmed.  Vessels  can  come  and  go,  to  and  from 
Brant  Point,  although  our  craft  still  lies  embodied 
in  the  frozen  docks.  Oh!  for  a few  cargoes  of  food 


and  firewood  from  Connecticut,  Cape  Cod,  and  all 
along  shore!” 

The  army.  We  have  before  us  (says  the  Po- 
litical Arena)  the  official  army  register  for  1837. — 

It  presents  a frightful  list  of  casualties  in  the  army 
since  the  publication  of  the  last  register,  viz: 
Resignations.  Colonels  2,  captains  20,  lstlieu- 
lenants  40,  2d  lieutenants  37,  brevet  2d  lieutenants 
13,  staff  3 — Total  resignation^  115. 

Declined.  Lieutenant  colonel  1,  captain  1,  1st 
lieutenants  3,  2d  lieutenant  1,  brevet  2d  lieutenant 
1 — Total  declined,  7. 

Deaths.  Lieutenant  colonels  2,  brevet  lieuten- 
ant colonel  1,  brevet  majors  5,  captains  9,  1st  lieu- 
tenants 7,  2d  lieutenants  5,  brevet  2d  lieutenant  1, 
medical  staff  3— Total  deaths,  33. 

Dismissed.  1st  lieutenant  1. 

Recapitulation.  Resignations  115,  declined  7, 
deaths  33,  dismission  1 — Total  156. 

Consumption  of  food  in  London.  In  a 
very  elaborate  and  interesting  work  just  publish- 
ed entitled  “A  statistical  account  of  the  British 
empire,”  &c.  by  J.  R.  McCulloch,  esq.  which  ap- 
pears to  be  extremely  accurate  in  its  details,  we  find 
the  following  comparative  statement  of  the  benefi- 
cial change  that  has  taken  place  during  the  last  half 
century  in  the  edibles  of  the  community.  Mr. 
McCulloch,  on  the  subject  of  the  consumption  of 
butchers’  meat,  states: 

“The  change  that  has  taken  place  during  the  last 
half  century  in  the  consumption  of  butchers’  meat 
is  still  more  extraordinary  than  that  which  has 
taken  place  in  the  consumption  of  corn.  The  quan- 
tify made  use  of  has  been  wonderfully  increased, 
and  its  quality  signally  improved.  From  1740  to 
about  1750  the  population  of  the  metropolis  fluctu- 
ated very  little,  amounting  during  the  whole  of  that 
period  lo  about  670,000,  or  675,000.  Now,  during 
the  ten  years  ending  with  1750,  there  were,  at  an 
average,  about  74,000  head  of  cattle  and  about 
570,000  head  of  sheep  sold  annually  in  Smithfield 
market.  In  1831,  the  population  had  increased  to 
l,472,00t,  or  in  the  ratio  of  about  218  per  cent.; 
and  at  an  average  of  the  three  years  ending  with 
1831,  156,000  head  of  cattle,  and  1,288,000  head  of 
sheep  weie  annually  sold  in  Smithfield,  being  an  in- 
crease of  212  per  cent,  on  the  cattle,  and  of  217 
per  cent,  on  the  sheep,  as  compared  with  the  num- 
bers sold  in  1740-50.  It  consequently  appears  that 
the  number  of  cattle  and  sheep  consumed  in  London 
has  increased,  since  1740,  about  the  same  proportion 
as  the  population.  The  weight  of  the  animals  has, 
however,  a good  deal  more  than  doubled  in  the  in- 
terval. In  the  earlier  part  of  last  century,  the  gross 
weight  of  the  cattle  sold  at  Smithfield  did  not,  at  an 
average,  exceed  270  lbs.  and  that  of  the  sheep  did 
not  exceed  28  lbs.  whereas,  at  present,  the  average 
weight  of  the  cattle  is  estimated  at  about  800  lbs. 
and  :hat  of  the  sheep  at  about  80  lbs.  Hence,  on 
the  most  moderate  computation,  it  may  be  affirmed, 
that  ihe  consumption  of  butchers’  meat  in  the  me- 
tropolis, as  compared  with  the  population,  is  twice 
as  great  at  this  moment  as  in  1740  or  in  1750. 

“In  most  other  parts  of  the  country  the  increase 
in  the  consumption  of  butchers’  meat  has  been  even 
greater.  In  thinly-peopled  agricultural  districts 
very  little  is  consumed;  but  in  manufacturing  and 
commercial  towns,  it  is  quite  the  reverse;  and  their 
vast  increase  during  the  last  half  century  more  than 
justifies  the  inference  that  there  has  been,  at  least, 
a corresponding  increase  in  the  consumption  of 
butchers’  meat. 


Pome  trade  of  Cincinnati.  Much  has  been 
said  about  the  pork  market  of  Cincinnati,  and  the 
rnide  of  carrying  on  the  business.  Few  however, 
are  aware  of  the  aggregate  value  of  the  pork  ex- 
ported from  this  city.  The  amount  slaughtered 
here,  although  very  great,  is  not  more  than  two- 
tliirds  of  the  total  amount  exported.  Some  view  of 
this  trade  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  facts: 
In  the  winter  of  1S33-4,  123,000  hogs  were 
slaughtered  in  Cincinnati;  in  183-1-5,  about  160,000; 
in  1835-6,  notmore  than  SO  or  90,000.  Comparing 
flie  amount  of  the  last  two  seasons,  it  will  be  pei- 
(jeived,  that  the  high  price  of  pork  in  1836  was  not 
fetitious,  but  arose  out  of  the  actual  diminution  of 
supply. 

In  the  presenfwinter,  the  number  of  hogsslaugh- 
ttred  at  Cincinnati  ’ _ 105,000 

The  number  brought  in  wagons,  estimat- 
ed at  ' 20,000 

From  information,  as  to  various  points  on 
tlie  canal,  it  is  supposed  there  cannot  be 
lets  than  55,000,  put  up  in  other  places, 
which  must  be  exported  from  Cincinnati  55,000 


Total,  (hogs) 


180,000 
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Tiie  average  weight  of  the  hogs  this  season  is 
supposed  to  be  220  lbs.  and  the  average  price  7 
cents  pe’  tb.  making  $15  40  for  each  hog. 

The  trst  cost  of  the  hogs  is  $2,772,000. 

To  tiis  must  he  added,  for  cooperage,  salt  and 
packing,  300,000  dollars  for  barrelled  pork,  and 
100,0)0  for  lard.  The  total  prime  cost  of  pork, 
lard  and  hams  exported  from  Cincinnati  is  about 
3,172,000  dollars.  Thus,  then,  the  export  of  a single 
article  from  Cincinnati  exceeds  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars! 

It  is  worth  while  to  look  for  a moment  at  the 
mode  in  which  the  proceeds  are  distributed  in  the 
community.  In  the  first  instance,  four-fifths  of  the 
prime  cost  of  pork  is  paid  to  the  farmers.  Among 
the  raisers  of  pork,  however,  there  are  generally 
two  classes  of  persons — the  grower  and  the  fatter. 
With  wealthy  farmers  these  classes  are  often  unit- 
ed; but  they  are  also  frequently  separated.  Thus, 
a small  farmer  raises  a few  hogs,  which,  while 
young  and  poor,  are  sold  to  one  who  fats  them  for 
the  market.  Both  processes  are  profitable.  Another 
portion  of  the  proceeds,  near  200,000  dollars,  go  to 
the  coopers;  another  to  the  salt  manufacturer;  and 
another  to  the  packers.  The  merchant’s  profits  are 
the  excess  of  price  paid  in  a foreign  market,  and 
is  made  upon  the  employment  of  his  capital,  united 
to  his  skill  and  enterprise.  [ Cin.  Chon. 

Superior  court.  W.  Phillips  us.  Seneca  Stew- 
art and  Isaac  S.  Hone.  Important  to  special  part- 
ners. This  action  was  brought  against  the  defend- 
ants on  several  promissory  notes  made  by  Seneca 
Stewart,  one  of  the  defendants,  upon  the  purchase 
from  him  of  laces  and  other  goods,  in  March,  1S36. 
The  promissory  notes  were  all  signed  by  Seneca 
Stewart  alone.  To  establish  a claim  against  Mr. 
Hone,  the  other  defendant,  the  plaintiff  produced 
from  the  office  of  the  county  clerk,  the  papeis  filed 
there,  according  to  the  statute  creating  a limited 
partnership,  from  which  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Hone 
had  brought  into  the  concern  $30,000,  and  thus 
constituted  himself  a special  partner,  Seneca  Slewart 
being  the  general  partner. 

On  this  state  of  the  case,  Mr.  Anthon,  of  counsel 
for  the  defendants,  contended  that  the  action  was 
improperly  brought — that  a special  partner  could 
not  be  sued  in  this  way  with  the  general  partner — 
that  the  action  must  be  confined  to  the  general  part- 
ner alone. 

Cowlos  and  “Wight  were  heard  in  reply. 

Oakley,  J.  A special  partner  cannot  be  sued 
upon  any  partnership  debt,  unless  he  has,  by  inter- 
meddling contrary  to  the  statute,  made  himself  a 
general  partner.  This  is  not  pretended  in  this 
case.  This  contract  is  not  the  contract  of  Mr. 
Hone,  as  is  alleged  in  the  pleadings;  he,  as  a spe- 
cial partner,  cannot  make  a contract.  The  entire 
partnership  fund  rests  in  the  general  partner;  he 
alone  must  be  sued,  and  your  execution  can  then  go 
against  the  entire  copartnership  property.  The 
special  partner  risks  his  capital,  which  answers  the 
demands  against  the  firm,  as  far  as  it  goes. 

Mr.  Anthon  then  moved  a nonsuit.  The  opposite 
counsel,  however,  prayed  that  the  points  might  be 
reserved  for  the  consideration  of  the  whole  court. 

Oakley,  J.  I will  reserve  it;  but  I do  not  think 
it  will  do  you  any  good.  The  law  is  clearly 
against  you.  [N.  Y.  Courier  <fj-  Enquire'-. 

Practical  satire.  We  learn  from  a western 
paper  that  during  a warm  debate  in  the  Ohio  house 
of  representatives,  while  the  election  of  U.  S.  sena- 
tor was  pending,  a Mr.  Kelly  made  a warm  attack 
upon  Mr.  Glover,  to  which  that  gentleman  repliel 
that  he  would  adjust  the  affair  properly,  out  of  the 
house.  On  the  Monday  following,  Mr.  Kelly  ap- 
peared in  his  place  armed,  the  glittering  hilt  of  i 
dirk  projecting  ostentatiously  from  the  folds  of  his 
waistcoat.  This  exhibition  attracting  much  notice, 
a Mr.  Yontz,  also  a member  of  the  house,  rigged 
himself  out  with  an  immense  wrooden  dagger,  leav- 
ing the  hilt,  mads  of  corn-cob,  with  a button  stuck 
in  it  by  way  of  ornament,  full  in  the  view  of  he 
spectators.  Mr.  Yontz  placed  himself  by  the  skis 
of  Mr.  Kelly,  and  occasionally  preserving  profound, 
gravity,  lugged  out  the  timber  dagger  and  laid  it  or. 
the  desk  before  him.  Much  laughter  was  of  course 
created,  and  the  individual  who  had  really  armed 
himself,  soon  became  thoroughly  ashamed  of  his 
conduct. 

Presbyterian  church.  There  are  128  church- 
es in  the  connection,  1,792  ordained  ministers,  and 
263  licentiates,  making  of  preachers  in  all,  2,225. 
There  arc  250  candidates  for  the  ministry  under  the 
care  of  the  churches.  There  are  2,807  churches,  to 
which  were  added  of  communicants  the  past  year, 
by  examination,  11,313;  whole  number  of  commu- 
nicants 28,126 — number  of  adults  baptized  during 


the  last  year,  !,739;  number  of  baptized  11,080. 
Rinds  raised  fir  missions  $118,148  97;  education, 
$72,554  62;  fer  theological  seminaries,  $23,390  85 
for  commissioiers,  $4,576  79;  for  contingent  fund 
of  general  assnnbly  $856  OS. 

The  slave  trade.  The  following  is  an  extract 
from  a letter  dated  Sierra  Leone,  Dec.  18,  1836. 

The  most  recent  captures  of  slave  vessels  are  two 
which  have  just  arrived  here,  made  by  the  Kolia 
under  the  new  treaty,  and  two  by  the  Vestal,  from 
the  West  Indies.  The  slave  trade  is  carried  on  to 
a greater  extent  than  ever,  and  all  under  the  Portu- 
guese ftig.  There  have  been  sent  into  this  harbor 
in  the  fear  1836,  54  slavers,  41  of  which  are  actu- 
ally condemned.  The  Columbine  has  captured 
the  Yeloz,  a large  brig,  with  508  slaves;  she  has 
arrived.  The  new  Portuguese  treaty  will  do  little 
toward  extirpating  the  slave  trade;  the  only  effective 
mode  would  be  to  declare  it  piracy.  The  slavers 
now  in  the  rivers,  where  they  embark  their  cargoes, 
have  landed  their  slave  decks,  fittings  and  irons, 
and  will  only  ship  them  again  when  the  slaves  are 
on  the  beach,  and  arrangements  have  been  already 
made  with  American  vessels  to  briim  these  fitments 
of  a slave  vessel  from  Havanni,  or  Rio  de  Janeiro. 


OFFICIAL. 

By  the  president  of  the  Unted  States  of  America. 
a proclamation. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  (ongress  of  the  7th  of 
June,  1S36,  it  was  enacted  that  when  the  Indian  ti- 
tle to  all  the  lands  lying  beiyveen  the  state  of  Mis- 
souri and  the  Missouri  rivershould  be  extinguish- 
ed, the  jurisdiction  oversale  land  should  be  ceded 
by  the  said  act  to  the  state  of  Missouri,  and  the 
western  boundary  of  said  state  should  be  then  ex- 
tended to  the  Missouri  river,  feserving  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  the  original  right  of  soil  in  said  lands,  and 
of  disposing  of  the  same;  arid  whereas,  it  was  in 
and  by  the  said  act  provided  that  the  same  should 
not  take  effect  until  the  presidcntshould  by  procla- 
mation declare  that  the  Indian  title  to  said  iands  had 
been  extinguished,  nor  until  the  state  of  Missouri 
should  have  assented  to  the  provisions  of  the  said 
act: 

And  whereas,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  general 
assembly  of  the  state  of  Missouri  on  the  16th  of 
December,  1836,  expressing  the  assent  of  the  said 
state  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  congress, 
a copy  of  which  act  of  the  general  assembly,  duly 
authenticated,  has  been  officially  communicated  to 
this  government,  and  is  now  on  file  in  the  depart- 
ment of  state: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  MARTIN  VAN  BU- 
REN,  president  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
do,  by  this  my  proclamation,  declare  and  make 
known,  that  the  Indian  title  to  all  the  said  lands  ly- 
ing between  the  state  of  Missouri  and  the  Missou- 
ri river,  has  been  extinguished,  and  that  the  said 
act  of  congress  of  the  7th  of  June,  1836,  takes  ef- 
fect from  the  date  hereof. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, this  28th  day  of  March,  A.  D. 
[l.  s.]  1837,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America  the  sixty-first. 

MARTIN  VAN  BUREN. 

By  the  president: 

John  Forsyth , secretary  of  state. 

OFFICIAL. 

Notice  to  claimants  under  the  convention  with  the  king 
of  the  French  of  the  4th  July,  1831. 

Treasury  department,  March  27,  1837. 

In  consequence  .of  a resolution  of  congress,  ap- 
proved 3d  March,  1837,  and  annexed,  authorising 
this  department  to  correct  a clerical  mistake  which 
occurred  in  an  award  of  the  commissioners  under 
said  convention,  notice  is  hereby  given  to  said 
claimants,  that  the  net  proceeds  of  the  fifth  and 
sixth  instalments,  payable  under  said  convention, 
will  bo  divided  among  the  several  persons  in  whose 
favor  awards  have  been  rendered,  in  the  mode'stat- 
ed  in  the  certificates  issued  by  the  department, 
agreeably  to  the  proportion  which  each  award  will 
bear  to  the  sum  of  nine  millions  three  hundred  and 
sixty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-three 
dollars  and  forty-seven  cents,  ($9,362,193  47),  the 
whole  amount  of  the  awards,  as  now  corrected,  by 
virtue  of  said  resolution  of  congress,  and  not  to  the 
sum  of  $9,352,193  47,  as  stated  in  the  certificates 
heretofore  issued  on  the  awards  rendered  by  said 
commissioners. 

The  net  proceeds  of  the  fifth  instalment  under 
said  convention  will  then  be  ascertained  agreeably 
to  the  terms  of  the  act  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
said  convention,  and  by  deducting  also  from  said  in- 
stalment, sufficient  to  make  good  the  amount  which 
would  have  been  payable  out  of  the  net  proceeds 


of  the  first  four  instalments,  in  case  the  clerical 
mistake  before  mentioned  had  not  occurred. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
Resolution  authorising  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  correct  a clerical  error  in  the  award  of  the 
commissioners  under  the  treaty  with  France  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  congress  assem- 
bled, That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorised  and  directed,  in  making  the 
payment  of  the  two  last  instalments  to  the  claim- 
ants under  the  tieaty  with  France  of  July  4,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-one,  to  correct  a clerical 
mistake  which  occurred  in  the  award  of  the  com- 
missioners in  the  case  of  the  claim  of  the  Union 
bank  of  Maryland;  by  which  mistake  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars,  awarded  to  said  bank,  has  gone  to 
the  use  of  all  the  other  claimants;  and  that  he  correct 
such  mistake  hy  making  the  proper  alteration  in  the 
proportion  to  be  paid  to  the  several  claimants  in  the 
said  two  last  instalments,  so  that  all  the  claimants 
shall  obtain  their  just  proportion  of  the  whole  in- 
demnity, and  no  more. 

Approved,  March  3,  1837. 

OFFICIAL. 

Circular  to  certain  collectors  of  the  customs,  comman- 
ders of  revenue  cutters,  and  other  persons. 

Treasury  department,  March  10,  1837. 
With  the  view'  of  obtaining  information  in  regard 
to  “the  propriety  of  establishing  a system  of  tele- 
graphs for  the  United  States,”  in  compliance  with 
the  request  contained  in  the  annexed  resolution  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  adopted  at  its  last  ses- 
sion, I w'ill  thank  you  to  furnish  the  department 
with  your  opinion  upon  the  subject.  If  leisure  per- 
mits, you  would  oblige  me  by  pointing  out  the  man- 
ner, and  the  various  particulars,  in  which  the  sys- 
tem may  be  rendered  most  useful  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  the  public  general- 
ly. It  would  be  desirable,  if  in  your  pow'er,  to 
present  a detailed  statement  as  to  the  proper  points 
for  the  location  and  distance  of  the  stations  from 
each  other,  with  general  rules  for  the  regulation  of 
the  system,  together  with  your  sentiments  as  to  the 
propriety  of  connecting  it  with  any  existing  de- 
partment of  the  government,  and  some  definite  idea 
of  the  rapidity  with  which  intelligence  could,  ordi- 
narily, and,  also,  in  urgent  cases,  be  communicated 
between  distant  places.  I wish  you  to  estimate 
the  probable  expense  of  establishing  and  support- 
ing telegraphs,  upon  the  most  approved  system,  for 
any  given  distance,  during  any  specified  period. 

It  would  add  to  the  interest  of  the  subject  if  you 
would  offer  views  as  to  the  practicability  of  uniting 
with  a system  of  telegraphs  for  communication  in 
clear  weather  and  in  the  day  time,  another  for  com- 
munication in  logs,  by  cannon  or  otherwise,  and  in 
the  night,  by  the  same  mode,  or  by  rockets,  fires,  &c. 

I should  be  gratified  by  receiving  your  reply  by 
the  1st  of  October  next. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Congress  of  the  United  States, 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  Feb.  3,  1837. 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
requested  to  report  to  the  bouse  of  representatives, 
at  its  next  session,  upon  the  propriety  of  establish- 
ing a system  of  telegraphs  for  the  United  States. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
Report  of  the  committee  of  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania on  the  subject  of  the  United  States  bank. 
The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
mode,  manner  and  means  by  which  the  act  of  the 
18th  of  February,  1836,  rechartering  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  was  passed,  and  also  into  the 
conduct  of  the  stockholders  and  their  agents,  under 
said  law,  since  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  «c.  respect- 
fully report: 

That  under  a deep  sense  of  the  important  nature 
of  the  inquiries  committed  to  their  charge,  they 
have  called  before  them  and  examined  all  the  fit- 
nesses who,  from  their  official  stations,  or  from  any 
other  circumstances,  they  believed  to  be  acquaint- 
ed with  any  material  facts  touching  the  matter  of 
inquiry;  and  the  result  of  that  investigation  they 
now  proceed  to  submit  to  the  house.  It  is  pro- 
per to  remark,  that  among  the  witnesses  called, 
were  five  active  and  leading  members  of  the  last 
legislature,  two  of  whom  took  exceptions  to  cer- 
tain expressions  contained  in  the  preamble  of  the 
resolution  under  which  we  ‘act,  as  impugning  the 
character  of  the  members  of  the  last  legislature, 
and  on  that  ground  protested  against  the  right  of 
the  committee  to  examine  them  as  witnesses. — 
They,  however,  eventually  waived  their  objections, 
and  answered  the  interrogations  of  the  committee! 

On  this  subject,  to  justify  the  proceedings  of 
I the  house  and  the  committee,  it  is  sufficient  to 
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observe,  that  the  protests  of  the  witnesses  are 
founded  on  a misapprehension  of  the  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  words  of  the  preamble,  which, 
properly  understood,  contains  no  reflection  on  the 
character  of  the  last  legislature,  but  simply  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  in  reference  to  the  character 
of  the  present  house  of  representatives.  This  ex- 
planation the  committee  have  deemed  due,  both 
to  the  witnesses  and  to  themselves.  By  referring 
to  the  preamble  and  resolution,  the  committee  w7er'e 
satisfied  that  they  were  appointed  to  make  the  in- 
quiries designated,  independent  of  the  act  of  as- 
sembly incorporating  the  bank;  and  that  conse- 
quently that  institution  was  no  direct  legal  party  to 
its  proceedings,  and  not  entitled  to  notice  of  them, 
or  to  be  present  and  participate  in  them.  Accord- 
ingly, the  committee  gave  no  notice  to  the  officers 
of  the  bank,  but  conducted  the  investigation  as  if 
they  were  not  bound  to  recognise  its  existence,  or 
to  resort  to  its  officers  for  any  information  which 
they  might  be  supposed  officially  to  possess. 

The  evidence  which  the  committee  have  obtain- 
ed and  thought  worthy  to  be  embodied  in  their 
proceedings,  is  plain  and  simple.  In  relation  to 
the  “mode,  manner  and  means,”  by  which  the  act 
incorporating  the  bank  of  the  United  States  of  Penn- 
sylvania was  passed,  it  is  essentially  as  follows: 
For  some  time  prior  to  the  report  of  the  bill  in  the 
house  of  representatives  to  incorporate  the  bank, 
a number  of  the  friends  and  advocates  of  that  in- 
stitution, expressed  great  anxiety  that  it  should  be 
chartered  by  Pennsylvania.  The  agitation  of  this 
subject  commenced  some  time  after  the  election 
of  governor  Ritner,  and  was  urged  or.  towards  ac- 
complishment until  the  5th  or  7th  of  January,  1836; 
when  John  H.  Walker  and  E.  F.  Pennypacker,  the 
one  chairman  of  the  committee  on  banks,  and  the 
other  chairman  of  the  committee  on  ways  and 
means,  addressed  a joint  letter  to  Mr.  Biddle,  pre- 
sident of  the  bank,  inquiring  on  what  terms  the 
bank  would  be  willing  to  accept  of  a charter  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  what  bonus  it  would  be  willing 
to  pay.  To  this  letter  Mr.  Biddle  returned  an  an- 
swer stating  the  terms  on  w’hich  he  thought  the 
stockholders  would  accept  of  a charter,  which  do 
not  much  vary  from  those  contained  in  the  act  of 
assembly;  and  also  the  amount  of  bonus,  which 
was  much  less  than  that  contained  in  the  bill  as 
it  finally  passed.  This  letter  was  not  produced  to 
the  committee;  it  is  said  to  have  passed  into  the 
hands  of  John  H.  Walker,  who,  or  whether  any 
particular  person  originated  the  measure  of  incor 
porating  the  bank,  has  not  been  shewn,  but  this 
letter  is  the  first  step  that  is  proved  to  have  been 
taken  on  the  part,  either  of  any  member  of  the  le- 
gislature or  of  the  bank.  Mr.  Biddle,  in  a letter 
recently  addressed  to  J.  Q.  Adams,  denominates 
this  letter  of  Messrs.  Walker  and  Pennypacker, 
formal  application,”  on  the  part  of  the  legislature, 
to  the  bank,  to  accept  of  a charter.  In  this,  it  ap- 
pears he  entirely  misunderstood  the  nature  of  the 
communication.  This  letter  was  written  by  these 
gentlemen,  not  as  chairmen  of  those  committees, 
but  as  private  members,  on  their  own  responsibi 
lity,  and  without  the  knowledge  either  of  the  house, 
or  of  the  committees  of  which  they  were  chair 
men.  Although  there  was  not  a “formal  applica- 
tion” of  the  legislature,  the  reply  to  it  wTas  the 
first  action  on  the  part  of  the  bank  upon  the  sub- 
ject, so  far  as  the  testimony  taken  by  the  com 
mittee  shews. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Biddle  when  received,  was 
kept  in  the  hands  of  a few;  the  fact  that  it  had  been 
received,  communicated  to  none,  but  the  friends  of 
the  measure.  In  the  mean  time  a bill  to  incorporate 
the  bank  was  maturing. 

Those  opposed  to  it  were  held  in  profound  ig- 
norance of  what  was  going  forward,  and  finally  on 
the  19th  of  January,  1836,  a bill,  No.  112,  was  re 
ported  in  the  house  of  representatives,  by  Mr.  Ste- 
vens, from  the  committee  on  “inland  navigation 
and  internal  improvement,”  entitled  “an  act  to  re 
peal  the  state  tax,  and  to  continue  and  repeal  the 
improvements  of  the  state,  by  rail  road  and  canals 
and  for  other  purposes”— which  bill  under  the  po 
pular  guise  of  repealing  the  state  tax,  and  continu 
ing  and  extending  the  improvements  of  the  state, 
was  in  fact  a bill  to  incorporate  the  stockholders 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  although  the  most 
important  part  of  it  was  not  even  referred  to  in  the 
title. 

This  bill  was  made  the  order  for  the  next  day 
after  it  was  reported,  and  passed  the  third  reading 
on  the  29th  of  January,  1836.  The  following  day 
it  wa3  presented  to  the  senate  for  concurrence,  and 
on  the  15th  of  February,  passed  the  third  reading, 
and  on  the  18th  of  February,  1836,  was  approved 
by  the  governor,  and  in  due  form  became  a law. 

’ Not  a single  petition  had  been  presented  to  either 
house  in  favor  of  incorporating  the  bank.  Strong 
and  repeated  expressions  of  opinion  against  it  had 


whe 


been  made  by  the  people  at  every  election 
this  matter  was  fairly  brought  before  them. 

A proposition  to  take  the  sense  of  the  people 
upon  it  at  the  election  to  be  held  for  the  choice  <jf 
nembers  to  the  convention  to  frame  amendments 
to  the  constitution,  was  rejected. 

Under  this  peculiar  state  of  things,  the  passage  of 
this  bill  was  attended  with  the'  most  vehement 
burst  of  indignation  on  the  part  of  those  who  had 
opposed  the  bank.  Having  been  introduced  and 
passed  in  the  manner  already  described,  it  was  ho- 
nestly believed  by  many  that  unfair  and  corrupt 
means  were  employed  by  the  bank  to  procure  the 
aassage  of  the  bill  granting  it  a charter.  This  be- 
’ief  was  much  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  during 
the  pending  of  the  hill  before  the  legislature,  many 
persons  feeling  deeply  interested  in  the -success  of 
the  measure  were  present  in  Harrisburgh,and  in 
some  instances  urging  the  measure  with  gnat  zeal 
— and  who,  by  the  additional  fact  that  tile  state 
tax  thus  purporting  to  be  repealed,  would  have  ex- 
pired in  a few  days  by  its  own  limitation,  and  that 
the  bonus  was  distributed  among  so  many  different 
objects,  and  in  so  mkiiy  different  parts  of  the  state, 
as  to  carry  the  appearance  of  attempting  to  influ- 
ence the  people  into  asariction  of  the  measure,  by 
a liberal  distribution  of  its  favors. 

The  bank  bill  acco-dingly  met  with  immediate 
and  determined  oppostion.  Large  assemblages  of 
the  people  passed  resolutions  against  it,  called  for 
an  investigation  of  tie  means  used  to  obtain  its 
charter,  denounced  tlose  who  voted  for  it,  and  the 
election  last  fall  manly  turned  on  that  question, 
throughout  the  state.  The  result  was  the  decided 
triumph  of  those  wh<  disapproved  of  the  bank,  and 
called  for  investigate . t 

More  than  two-thrds  of  the  members  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  vere  elected  by  voters  who  de- 
manded the  inquiry,  who  believed  that  it  wrns  due 
to  the  people,  the  last  legislature  and  the  bank,  to 
probe  this  subject  to  the  bottom,  and  if  guilt  and 
corruption  were  discovered,  to  proclaim  it  in  the 
indignant  voice  of  an  outraged  people,  and  if  no 
guilt  or  corruption  were  discovered,  to  proclaim  that 
too,  in  the  bold  spirit  of  candor  and  justice.  The 
people  are  always  just.  They  are  not  more  inflex- 
ible in  punishing  the  guilty,  than  they  are  magnan- 
imous in  acquitting  the  innocent.  Their  suspi- 
cions were  justly  awakened;  and  for  more  than  a 
year  they  have  been  unceasingly  calling  for  an  in- 
quiry into  this  matter.  In  obedience  therefore  to 
the  known  wishes  of  a large  majority  of  the  people 
of  this  commonwealth,  this  committee  was  appoint- 
ed. The  committee  entered  upon  the  duty  with  a 
determination  to  do  justice  to  all  parties  involved 
and  have  given  the  subject  all  that  attention  which 
a due  regard  to  its  importance,  and  the  other  duties 
devolving  upon  them  as  members  of  the  house  of 
representatives  would  permit,  and  they  are  free  in 
saying  that  no  evidence  has  been  given  which 
would  goto  implicate  either  the  officers  of  the  bank, 
or  any  member  of  the  legislature  of  using  any  cor- 
rupt means  to  procure  the  act  of  incorporation. 

Your  committee  did  not  find  it  possible,  in  con- 
sistency with  the  other  duties  devolving  on  them, 
to  visit  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  nor  did  they  as  a 
committee  of  the  house  of  representatives,  conceive 
it  to  be  proper  in  them  to  call  on  the  officers  of  the 
bank,  for  an  exhibition  of  their  books  and  papers. 
They  therefore  called  such  persons  before  them  at 
his  place,  as  they  had  reason  to  believe  would  be 
ble  to  give  evidence,  which  would  be  important  to 
ihe  inquiry. 

In  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  stockholders  and 
t|ie  agents  of  the  bank,  since  the  passage  of  the  act 
of  the  18th  of  February,  1836,  the  evidence  taken 
before  the  committee,  establishes  the  following 
Lets: 

First.  It  has  been  satisfactorily  proved  that  the 
bank  has  established  agencies  in  the  cities  of  New 
York,  New  Orleans  and  elsewhere  out  of  this  state, 
although  it  has  not  appeared  in  evidence  that  any 
portion  of  the  capital  of  the  bank,  heretofore  in  the 
use  of  the  people  of  this  commonwealth,  has  been 
abstracted,  yet  one  of  the  leading  arguments  in  fa- 
vor of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  was  to  increase  the 
amount  of  capital  in  Pennsylvania;  in  this  the  in- 
ducement held  out  has  not  been  realized. 

Second.  It  is  also  established  that  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  chartered  by  the  last  legislature, 
has  been  in  the  habit  of  paying  out  the  live  dollar 
and  other  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
which Was  chartered  by  congress. 

In  the  sixth  article  of  the  4th  section  of  the  act 
of  incorporation  by  the  legislature  of  this  state, 
there  is  the  following  provision:  “And  the  notes 
and  bills  which  shall  be  issued  by  order  of  the  said 
corporation,  or  under  its  authority,  shall  be  binding 
upon  it,  and  those  made  payable  to  order,  shall  be 
assignable  by  endorsement,  but  none  shall  be  issued 
of  a less  denomination  than  ten  dollars.”  f 


If  then  the  bank  issued  these  five  dolar  notes! 
as  their  own  notes,”  it  was  a manifest  vidation  of 
its  charter.  It  is  said,  however,  that  suci  notes 
were  not  issued  as  their  own  notes,  but  paid  out  in! 
the  same  way  they  would  pay  out  the  notes  cf  any 
other  bank.  It  is  for  the  legislature  to  say  whether; 
this  right  exists;  and  if  it  does  not,  what  renedy 
shoukfbe  provided  to  prevent  a recurrence. 

It  could  have  derived  no  such  right  by  virtue  of 
the  transfer  which  took  place,  of  tne  effects  of  th* 
old  bank  to  the  new.  The  bank,  as  chartered  by 
congress,  did  not  possess  the  right  to  issue  notes 
after  the  expiration  of  its  charter;  and  it  is  obvious 
it  could  not  confer  on  others  a right  it  did  not  itself 
possess.  The  act  of  incorporation  of  the  old  bank 
expired  on  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  as  appears  from 
the  7th  section  of  said  act.  By  the  21st  section  of 
the  same  act  it  is  provided  that,  notwithstanding 
the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  the  said  corpo- 
ration was  chartered,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  use  the 
corporate  name,  style  and  capacity  for  ihe  purpose 
of  suits  for  the  final  settlement  and  liquidation  of  ihe 
affairs  and  accounts  of  the  corporation,  and  for  the 
sale  and  disposition  of  their  estate,  real,  personal 
and  mixed,  but  not  for  any  other  purpose,  or  in  any 
other  name  whatsoever,  nor  for  a period  exceeding 
two  years  after  the  said  term  of  incorporation.  All 
the  powers  they  possessed  by  the  old  bank,  after 
the  3d  of  March,  1836,  was  to  settle  and  wind  up 
its  affairs.  It  has  no  authority  to  reissue  its  notes, 
and  possessing  no  such  power  itself,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  transfer  any  such  power  to  its  assignee. 

Third.  It  is  in  proof  that  the  bank  lor  some  time 
after  the  grant  of  its  charter  was  in  the  practice  of 
purchasing,  or  rather  as  the  witness  termed  it,  re- 
ceiving from  their  customers  at  a discount  of  one 
per  cent,  bank  notes  of  our  state  institutions. 

Whether  this  or  any  of  the  other  two  points 
above  noted  relative  to  the  “conduct  of  the  stock- 
holders and  their  agents  since  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  incorporation^”  should  be  considered  as  vio- 
lations of  its  charter,  the  committee  do  not  pretend 
to  determine.  They  will  only  say,  that  in  the  par- 
ticulars mentioned,  the  bank  has  exercised  a doubt- 
ful nower,  to  say  the  least  of  it.  Your  committee 
believe  the  legislature  possess  full  power  to  repeal 
the  charter  of  any  bank,  when  it  appears  to  have 
wilfully  violated  its  charter,  or  that  its  existence  is 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  or  happiness  of  the  people 
of  this  commonwealth. 

It  is  a principle  of  justice  recognized  in  all  ci- 
vilized nations,  that  fraud  vitiates  any  contract  en- 
tered into  between  the  public  and  private  citizens, 
and  between  private  citizens  themselves. 

Or  if  fraud  should  not  exist,  nor  even  be  alleged, 
yet  if  it  is  found  that  the  existence  of  any  corpora- 
tion is  prejudicial  to  the  liberty  or  happiness  of  the 
people,  no  doubt  exists  of  the  power  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  repeal  its  charter.  If  this  be  not  so,  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania  are  in  a condition  no  better 
than  that  of  the  “Medes  and  Persians  where  laws 
altered  not.”  The  people  have  never  delegated  to 
their  representatives  a power  to  bind  them  in  per- 
petual chains,  contrary  to  their  will.  If  this  be  not 
so.  then  the  legislature  have  it  constantly  in  their 
power  to  barter  away,  or  transfer,  all  the  liberties 
ant  privileges  the  people  possess. 

Your  committee  cannot  close  this  report  without 
adverting  to  the  conviction  they  honestly  entertain, 
of  the  evils  which  are  calculated  to  result  to  the 
public,  from  the  principles  upon  which  The  bank- 
ing system  appears  to  be  understood.  Unless  ef- 
fective guards  are  speedily  introduced,  experience 
shows  the  tendency  of  this  system  to  benefit  ex- 
clusively the  rich,  to  the  great  injury  of  all  other 
classes  of  the  community.  By  over  issues  of  paper 
money,  by  exacting  heavy  premiums  on  drafts 
drawn  on  other  places,  by  affording  facilities  of 
'speculation  to  a favored  few,  they  have  it  in  then- 
power,  at  once  to  increase  their  wealth,  and  to 
g-ind  and  oppress  the  enterprising  farmer,  trades- 
man and  mechanic  of  moderate  meaiis. 

In  a country  like  ours  such  a state  ol  things 
ought  not  to  exist.  Exclusive  privileges  should  be 
/granted  to  no  one  class  of  individuals  which  could 
bj  brought  to  bear  upon  or  injuriously  affect  the 
interests  of  any  other  portion  of  the  community; 
and  entertaining  these  views,  although  they  do  not 
strictly  speaking  come  within  the  sphere  of  the  du- 
ties assigned  to  this  committee,  they  have  been  in- 
duced to  express  them,  and  to  indulge  the  hope, 
that  measures  will  ere  long  be  adopted  in  this  com- 
monwealth to  arrest  the  progress  of  this  dangerous 
spirit  of  monopoly,  and  to  establish  efficient  protec- 
tion guards,  and  rear  impenetrable  ramparts  around 
and  about  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people. 

In  view  of  the  early  meeting  of  the  convention, 
deriving  its  functions  from  the  people,  and  clothed 
with  much  more  enlarged  power  than  the  legisla- 
ture, the  grave  and  important  subjects  connected 
with  the  hanking  system,  which  has  now  become 
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so  intimately  interwoven  with  the  concerns  of  the 
commonwealth,  will  doubtless  claim  their  deliberate 
consideration,  and  an  introduction  by  that  body 
into  the  constitution,  of  such  restrictions  and  limi- 
tations both  as  regards  the  amount  of  capital,  lia- 
bilities and  issues  of  paper,  as  in  their  wisdom, 
might  be  deemed  prudent,  would  tend  to  correct 
many  of  the  evils,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  now  exist  in  the  system  of  banking  and 
by  also  limiting  the  denominations  of  notes  to  $10, 
much  good,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  would 
result  therefrom,  in  guarding  the  interests  of  the 
community  against  sudden  fluctuations  in  the  mo- 
ney market,  and  in  making  gold  and  silver  the 
principal  circulating  medium.  As  the  committee 
design  herewith  to  report  all  the  testimony  taken 
during  the  investigation,  they  have  thought  it  ex- 
pedient to  be  as  concise  in  this  report  as  possible, 
and  therefore  in  conclusion  barely  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

THE  MILITARY  COURT  OF  INQUIRY. 

OFFICIAL — GENERAL  ORDER  NO.  13. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army, 
Adft  gen’s  office,  Washington,  March  21,  1837, 
The  following  order  has  been  received  from  the 
war  department,  and  is  published  for  the  informa- 
tion of  all  concerned. 

By  order  of  major  general  Macomb: 

R.  JONES,  adj’t  gen. 

War  department,  March  21,  1837. 

A court  of  inquiry,  of  which  major  general  Ma- 
comb is  president,  commenced  at  the  city  of  Frede- 
rick, Maryland,  on  the  28th  of  November,  1836, 
pursuant  to  general  orders  Nos.  65  and  68  of  that 
year,  lor  the  purpose  of  inquiring  and  examining  in- 
to the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  campaigns  in 
Florida  against  the  Seminole  Indians,  under  the 
command  of  major  general  Gaines  and  of  major 
general  Scott,  in  1836;  and  the  causes  of  delay  in 
opening  and  prosecuting  the  campaign  in  Georgia 
and  Alabama  against  the  hostile  Creek  Indians  in 
1836,  and  into  every  subject  connected  with  the! 
military  operations  of  those  campaigns;  also,  to  in- 
quire and  examine  into  the  unauthorised  reports  and 
publications  of  the  officers  of  the  army. 

The  court,  after  duly  examining  all  the  testimony 
offered  in  the  several  cases,  pronounced  the  follow- 
ing opinions  thereon: 

1st.  Opinion  of  the  court  in  reference  to  the  failure  of 
the  campaign  in  Florida,  conducted  by  major  gene- 
ral Scott,  in  1836, 

“The  court  finds,  from  a review  of  the  testimony 
that  major  general  Scott  was  ordered  on  the  21st  of 
January  to  take  the  direction-.of  the  Florida  war,  with 
full  authority  to  organize  a regular  and  volunteer 
force  sufficient,  in  his  judgment,  with  a view  to 
bring  the  war  to  a speedy  termination.  That,  un- 
der this  order,  he  proceeded  to  Augusta,  Georgia, 
where  he  arrived  near  the  last  of  January,  and  com- 
menced organizing  the  service.  That  he  proceeded 
thence  to  Milledgeville  for  the  purpose  of  consulting 
the  governor  of  Georgia  on  the  subject  of  the  Creek 
difficulties,  and  in  hastening  the  preparations  for 
operations  in  Florida.  That  he  returned  to  Augus- 
ta on  the  6th  of  February,  and  arrived  at  Savannah 
on  the  9 th,  where  he  was  occupied  in  regulating  the 
supplies  and  movements  of  the  troops  for  Florida 
until  the  20th.  That  he  arrived  at  Pieolata  on  the 
22d,  and  was  detained  there  until  the  9th  of  March, 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  troops,  both  regular  and  vo- 
lunteers, also  transportation  and  supplies;  and  in 
forwarding  the  same  to  Fort  Drane  and  Volusia;  his 
plan  of  campaign  being  to  move  in  three  divisions 
simultaneously  from  Fort  Drane,  Volusia,  and  Tam- 
pa, upon  the  Wythlacoochee,  the  stronghold  of  the 
enemy.  That,  on  the  9th  of  March,  general  Scott 
proceeded  to  Fort  Drane,  with  a small  escort,  with 
supplies  for  the  relief  of  general  Gaines’  forces 
on  the  VVythlacoochee,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Drane 
about  the  14th,  where  he  was  detained  until  the 
25th,  to  give  time  for  the  left  wing  and  centre  of  his 
army  to  put  themselves  in  position,  and  also  in 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  supplies,  to  enable  him  to 
commence  operations;  these  supplies  were  delayed 
for  the  want  of  additional  means  of  transportation, 
momentarily  expected  from  Savannah;  the  few  teams 
already  in  use  being  nearly  exhausted  by  the  bad 
state  of  the  roads,  and  the  constant  and  heavy  labor 
imposed  upon  them.  On  the  26th  of  March,  gene- 
ral Scott  commenced  hi3  movement  from  Fori 
Drane  for  the  Wythlacoochee  with  the  right  wing 
of  his  command,  consisting  of  about  1,968  regular 
and  volunteer  troops,  and  with  eighteen  days’  rar 
tions;  that  he  reached  Camp  Izard,  on  the  VVyth- 
lacoochee, on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  where  the 
Indians,  from  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  fired 
into  the  camp.  Preparations  being  made,  the  troops 


commenced  crossing  the  river  the  next  morning  at 
4 o’clock;  during  therrossing,  the  reardivision  was 
attacked,  but  the  eneny  was  driven.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  30th,  the  irmy,  having  crossed,  proceed- 
ed up  the  river  in  sarch  of  the  enemy,  whom  they 
discovered  about  10  o’clock,  in  small  parties,  on  an 
island  in  a chain  of  lakes;  the  troops  advanced  to 
the  attack,  when  the  Indians  retired,  and  were  pur- 
sued about  fonr  miles,  but  not  overtaken.  The 
next  morning  the  Indians  were  again  discovered  on 
another  island,  surrounded  by  broad  and  wet  savan- 
nahs, and  so  boggy  that  it  was  with  difficulty  the 
troops  could  struggle  through  them  The  Indians 
were  attacked;  dislodged,  and  pursued  three  or  four 
miles,  when  ttey  eluded  the  pursuit  by  crossing  the 
river.  In  this  pursuit  the  troops  became  several 
times  engaged,  but  the  enemy  was  always  dislodg- 
ed and  drivonlfrom  the  hammocks.  Finding  it  im- 
possible to  pursue  the  enemy  across  the  river,  and 
being  twenty-four  hours  without  provisions,  the 
troops  returned  to  their  baggage  train  and  encamp- 
ed. On  the  1st  of  April,  the  troops  proceeded  on 
the  march,  and  established  a post  of  observation 
called  Fort  Cooper,  at  the  south  eastern  extremity 
of  a chain  of  lakes,  leaving  there  a part  of  the  force, 
with  seventeen  days’  provisions,  anl  reserving  only 
enough  subsistence  to  carry  the  remainder  to  Tam- 
pa Bay,  where  they  arrived  on  the  5th  of  April,  af- 
ter a fatiguing  and  difficult  marclj,  making  the  road 
the  whole  distance.  The  loss  oi  the  troops  in  the 
several  recontres  was  4 killed  ana9  wounded. 

“The  left  wing,  under  general  Eustis,  after 
scouring  the  country  betvveen  Sp  Augustine  and 
Volusia,  via  Tomoca,  commenced  crossing  the  St. 
John’s  at  Volusia  on  the  22dof  Mircb,  when  it  was 
attacked  by  the  enemy,  who  was  repelled  at  all 
points,  and  retreated  to  his  fastnesses,  after  a loss 
on  the  part  of  the  troops  of  three,  killed  and  nine 
wounded.  One  Indian  was  foumj  dead,  and  evi- 
dences of  four  others  being  throws  into  the  river. 
On  the  24th,  a subaltern's  commando!'  mounted  men 
fell  in  wdth  a party  of  twelve  or  fifteen  Indians,  and 
killed  two.  On  the  25th,  the  left  wing,  consisting 
of  four  companies  of  United  States  artillery,  col. 
Goodwyn’s  mounted  regiment,  col.  Brisbane’s  regi- 
ment of  foot,  and  Elmon’s  volunteers,  concentrated, 
and,  on  the  26th,  commenced  the  march  forPilakli- 
kaha,  by  the  upper  crossing  of  the  Ocklawaha,  with 
1,400  men,  and  thirteen  days’  rations,  leaving  at 
Volusia  two  of  Brisbane’s  companies.  The  route 
being  difficult,  the  troops  made  only  seven  miles  by 
the  evening  of  the  27th  and  were  obliged  to  build 
bridges  over  the  Ocklawaha,  the  Wythlacoochee, 
and  one  intermediate  stream.  On  the  29th,  after 
crossing  the  Ocklawaha,  an  Indian  of  note,  Ayah 
Hajah,  was  killed  by  colonel  Shelton,  who  was 
wounded.  On  the  30th,  the  advance  was  attacked 
at  Oakahumpkey  swamp,  and  three  men  killed;  the 
hammocks  were  scoured,  and  the  Indians  dicover-1 
ed,  and  driven  into  a swamp,  inaccessible  to  the 
troops,  one  of  whom  was  wounded.  The  enemy 
retreated  whenever  the  troops  approached  to  withr 
h 200  yards.  On  reaching  Pilaklikaha,  the  villa- 
ges were  found  to  have  been  abandoned  perhap^ 
for  several  weeks;  cattle  and  ponies  were  abundant 
in  the  neighborhood;  the  houses  and  fences  were 
burnt  by  the  troops.  It  beihg  impossible  to  obtain 
provisions  from  Fort  King,  and  the  horses  being  too 
nuch  exhausted  to  draw  provisions  from  Volusia, 
ind  general  Scott  having  crossed  the  Wythlacoo- 
<hee  south  on  the  28th,  with  the  right  wing,  the  left 
ving  moved  on  the  main  road  from  Fort  King  to 
Tampa,  where  the  horse  of  that  wing  arrived  on  the 
5th  of  April,  leaving  the  foot  at  a position  fifteen 
niles  from  that  place. 

“The  centre,  under  colonel  Lindsay,  consisting 
of  from  1,000  to  1,200  men,  organized  at  Tampa 
iboutthe  13th  of  March.  Large  fires  being  dis- 
covered in  the  direction  of  the  Alafia,  the  battalion 
of  Florida  volunteers  was  sent  in  that  direction, 
where  they  surprized  a party  of  Indians,  killing 
three,  and  capturing  six  ponies.  On  the  15th,  the 
centre  moved  upon  the  Plillsborongh,  on  the  main 
road  to  Fort  King,  and,  on  the  20th,  established  a 
post  called  Fort  Alabama,  with  a view  of  bringing 
supplies  near  to  the  scene  of  hostilities  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Wythlacoochee,  leaving  there  the  Florida 
battalion  under  major  Read,  the  remainder  of  the 
troops  marching  back  to  Fort  Brooke,  (Tampa), 
where  a despatch  was  received  from  gen.  Scott, 
giving  the  plan  of  the  campaign,  and  requiring  the 
centre  to  be  at  Chickuchatty  by  the  25th  to  co-ope- 
rate. On  the  22d,  the  march  was  commenced,  the 
battalion  at  Fort  Alabama  was  taken  up,  leaving  at 
that  post  one  company  and  thirty  sick.  The  route 
lay  through  a hilly  country,  abounding  in  ham- 
nocks.  After  passing  Elochuto,  the  Indians,  tak- 
ing advantage  of  their  coverts,  began  to  annoy  the 
rear  and  flanks  of  the  column;  a flanker  was  killed, 
and  another  wounded,  whilst  passing  a dense  ham- 
nock.  The  hammock  was  scoured,  and  the  Indians 


driven  out.  During  the  night,  at  ihe  encampment, 
parties  of  the  troops  were  fired  on  by  the  Indians 
from  a hammock  contiguous  to  a pond  which 
furnished  water  lor  the  troops;  the  Indians  where 
dispersed  by  a round  of  canister.  On  the  27th,  the 
Indians  still  continuing  their  annoying  attacks,  al- 
ways firing  from  ambush,  one  of  our  men  was  killed, 
and  two  wounded.  The  column  halted  at  noon, 
when  an  attack  w'as  made  upon  the  rear,  but,  upon  a 
brisk  return  of  the  fire,  the  Indians  disappeared 
On  the  28th,  when  encamped  at  Fort  Broadnax, 
near  the  Chickuchatty,  the  Indians  commenced  a 
fire  on  the  horses,  and  the  party  guarding  them.  A 
detachment  was  sent  out,  which  drove  the  enemy 
without  loss  to  the  troops.  On  the  30th,  provisions 
being  scarce,  two  parties  of  mounted  men  were  sent 
in  pursuit  of  cattle,  covered  by  a force  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men;  they  brought  in  a supply  suffi- 
cient for  four  days.  During  that  day,  the  friendly 
Indians  attached  to  the  command  killed  a chief  call- 
ed Charley  Fixico,  a leader  of  about  eighty-five 
men.  That  night  the  sentinels  were  fired  upon 
occasionally,  and  also  on  the  31st,  but  without  in- 
jury. On  the  same  day,  an  attempt  was  made  to 
procure  more  beef.  Being  sixty  miles  from  the  de- 
pot with  barely  enough  provisions  to  reach  it,  with- 
out any  prospect  of  being  able  to  keep  the  field,  for 
the  purpose  of  co-operation,  and  having  obtained  no 
response  to  the  signals  made  for  eight  days  in  suc- 
cession, colonel  Lindsay  deemed  it  "advisable  to  re- 
turn to  Tampa,  where  he  arrived  on  the  night  of  the 
4th  of  April.  In  the  interval  between  the  depar- 
ture from,  and  return  to,  Fort  Alabama,  that  post 
was  attacked  by  a force  of  between  three  and  four 
hundred  Indians,  which  resulted  in  a loss  on  the 
part  of  the  troops,  after  an  action  of  two  hours  and 
twenty  minutes,  of  one  killed  and  two  wounded; 
the  supposed  loss  of  the  enemy  was  fifteen  killed. 
The  enemy  continued  to  lay  around  the  works  in 
considerable  force,  both  day  and  night,  until  the  re- 
turn of  the  centre  column. 

“The  several  columns  which  arrived  at  Tampa 
about  the  5th  of  April,  remained  at  that  place  until 
the  14th,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  the  men  and 
horses,  which  had  become  much  exhausted  from  the 
heat  of  the  weather,  and  the  fatiguing  and  difficult 
marches.  The  army  was  here  divided  into  five  de- 
tachments. Col.  Smith,  with  the  Louisiana  volun- 
teers, was  detached  to  Charlotte  harbor  and  up 
Pease  creek,  accompanied  by  a naval  force,  when, 
after  operating  some  days  up  the  country,  and  disco- 
vering no  Indians,  he  returned  to  Tampa,  and  thence 
to  New  Orleans,  where  the  volunteers  were  dis- 
charged. 

“The  Florida  volunteers,  under  major  Read,  were 
sent  to  the  mouth  of  the  Wythlacoochee,  to  operate 
up  that  river.  The  object  of  this  expedition  was 
not  effected,  and  the  troops  were  conveyed  to  St. 
Mark’s  and  Tallahassee,  where  they  were  dis- 
charged. 

“The  right  wdng,  under  general  Clinch,  consist- 
ing of  278  artillery,  43  dismounted  dragoons,  202 
infantry,  139  Augusta  volunteers,  and  140  mounted 
men,  marched  for  Fort  Drane  via  Fort  Cooper,  on 
the  Wythlacoochee,  making  short  marches  in  con-  • 
sequence  of  the  heat  of  the  weather,  and  the  debili- 
tated condition  of  the  horses.  On  the  18th  (three 
miles  from  Fort  Cooper)  general  Clinch  despatched 
two  companies  with  light  wagons,  with  instructions 
to  major  Cooper  to  join  him.  The  detachment  was 
tired  upon  from  a hammock,  and  one  lieutenant  and 
! private  severely  wounded.  The  enemy  fled. 
Fort  Cooper  had  been  invested  from  the  5th  to  the 
17th  of  April,  with  a loss  of  one  killed  and  five 
ivounded:  the  force  of  the  enemy  estimated  at  250. 
On  the  22d  one  of  the  flankers  was  fired  on  from  a 
hammock,  when  prompt  pursuit  w'as  made  but  with- 
out effect,  the  Indians  retiring  through  a thick  un- 
dergrowth. The  troops  reached  Fort  Drane  on  the 
25th,  the  men  and  horses  much  exhausted  by  sick- 
ness and  the  heat  of  the  weather.  Another  day’s 
march  would  have  occasioned  the  abandoning  the 
train.  Fifteen  horses  and  mules  died  on  the  road, 
and  eight  were  turned  out  that  could  not  be  got 
along  by  leading.  The  term  of  service  of  the  vo- 
lunteers having  expired,  they  returned  to  their 
homes.  On  the  20th  the  enemy  made  an  attack  on 
Fort  Drane,  but  were  repulsed  by  the  garrison — 
they  carried  off  some  negroes  and  horses. 

“The  left  wing,  accompanied  by  general  Scott, 
moved,  via  Pilaklikaha  and  the  upper  crossing  of 
the  Ocklawaha,  for  Volusia.  On  the  night  of  "the 
22d  of  April,  the  camp  was  fired  upon  by  a party  of 
six  or  eight  Indians.  They  were  pursued  at  day- 
light, without  any  result.  On  the  24th  a party  of 
the  enemy  was  met,  but  with  no  other  result  than 
the  capture  of  their  horses  and  packs,  the  enemy 
escaping  into  the  hammocks.  A body  of  the  left 
wing  reached  Volusia  on  the  25th.  All  the  volun- 
teers of  the  left  wing  marched  under  col.  Goodwyn 
for  St.  Augustine  on  the  28tb,  via  Tomoka.  The 
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regulars  were  left  to  garrison  Volusia,  and  superin- 
tend the  evacuation  of  the  post,  which  had  become 
very  sickly. 

“The  centre  column,  under  colonel  Lindsay,  mo- 
ved for  the  forks  of  the  Wythlacooehee.  Passing 
over  the  Hillsborough,  a wagoner  was  killed  by  the 
Indians,  and,  on  that  night,  the  Alabama  regiment 
was  fired  on  and  a sentinel  wounded.  The  remain- 
der of  the  march  was  effected  without  annoyance 
from  the  enemy.  No  signs  of  Indians  were  disco- 
vered on  the  Wythlacooehee.  Being  encumbered 
with  the  sick,  the  troops  returned  to  Fort  Alabama. 
The  wagon  train  was  insufficient  for  the  removal  of 
the  sick  alone  to  Tampa,  and  the  absorption  of  the 
post  of  Fort  Alabama  was  necessarily  deferred  until 
the  army  could  return  with  its  transportation  from 
Tampa,  relieved  from  the  encumbrance  of  the  sick. 
The  inarch  to  Tampa  was  uninterrupted  by  the 
enemy;  and,  after  resting  a day  and  a half,  colonel 
Chisholm,  with  the  Alabama  regiment,  and  four 
companies  of  infantry,  and  twenty  artillery,  return- 
ed to  remove  all  the  public  property  and  stores  from 
Fort  Alabama.  The  troops  reached  Fort  Alabama, 
and  on  their  return  inarch,  were  attacked  about 
three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  27th,  as  the  ad- 
vance guard  was  preparing  to  cross  Tholonotosassa 
creek;  "the  Indians  firing  from  a dense  covert  on  the 
front  and  both  flanks  of  the  column.  The  fire  was 
vigorously  returned  by  the  troops,  and,  after  twelve 
or  thirteen  rounds  from  a field  piece,  colonel  Foster 
at  the  head  of  the  infantry,  charged  into  the  ham- 
mock, attacked,  and  drove  the  Indians,  estimated 
at  three  hundred,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  the  conflict 
which  had  been  kept  up  for  an  hour,  resulting  in  a 
loss,  on  the  part  of  the  troops,  of  five  killed  and 
twenty-four  wounded.  The  troops  reached  Tampa 
the  next  day,  and  the  volunteers  returned  to  their 
homes;  the  rainy  season  having  set  in,  and  the 
weather  so  hot  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  keep  the 
field  without  a great  sacrifice  of  life. 

“The  strength  of  the  enemy  during  the  campaign 
is  estimated  by  general  Scott  not fo  exceed  1,200 
fighting  men;  and  he  is  of  opinion  that  not  more 
than  500  had  at  any  time,  since  the  commencement 
of  hostilities,  been  brought  within  the  same  ten 
miles  square;  and  that,  in  all  his  operations  for  thir- 
ty days;  no  party  larger  than  ISO  had  been  found; 
but  that  parties  fromTo  to  30  had  been  encounter- 
ed almost  every  where. 

“After  the  return  of  the  troops  from  Tampa  to 
their  several  positions,  general  Scott  deemed  it  ne- 
cessary, in  consequence  of  the  extreme  heat  of  the 
weather,  and  the  sickness  of  the  troops,  to  put 
them  into  summer  quarters,  which  was  approved 
by  the  secretary  of  war,  in  a letter  of  the  5th  of 
May  from  the  adjutant  general,  and  thus  closed  the 
campaign. 

“The  court,  after  a full  consideration  of  the  fore- 
going facts,  and  the  testimony  from  which  they  are 
drawn,  comes  to  the  following  opinion: 

“The  court,  after  a careful  review  of  the  great 
mass  of  testimony  taken  in  the  foregoing  investiga- 
tion, finds  that  major  general  Scott  was  amply 
clothed  with  authority  to  create  the  means  of  pro- 
secuting the  Seminole  war  to  a successful  issue; 
but  is  of  opinion  that,  at  the  time  he  was  invested 
with  the  command,  the  season  was  too  far  advanced 
for  him  to  collect,  appoint  and  put  in  motion  his 
forces,  until  a day  too  late  to  compass  the  object. 
It  appears,  that,  after  using  great  diligence  and  en- 
ergy, he  was  not  in  a condition  to  take  the  field 
and  enter  the  enemy’s  strongholds,  before  the  28th  of 
March,  and  then  without  sufficient  means  for  trans- 
porting the  necessary  supplies  to  enable  him  to  re- 
main there  long  enough  to  seek  out  the  scattered 
forces  of  the  enemy. 

“The  court,  therefore  ascribe  the  failure  of  the 
campaign  to  the  want  of  time  to  operate.  The  in- 
salubrity of  the  climate  after  the  middle  of  April. 
The  impervious  swamps  and  hammocks  that  abound 
in  the  country  occupied  by  the  enemy,  affording 
him  cover  and  retreat  at  every  step.  An  absence 
of  all  knowledge  by  the  general,  or  any  part  of  his 
forces,  of  the  topography  of  the  country,  together 
with  the  difficulty  of  obtaining,  in  time,  the  means 
of  transporting  supplies  for  the  army. 

“The  court  is  further  of  opinion,  from  the  testi- 
mony of  many  officers  of  rank  and  intelligence, 
who  served  in  the  campaign,  that  major  general 
Scott  was  zealous  and  indefatigable  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  and  that  his  plan  of  campaign  was  well 
devised,  and  prosecuted  with  energy,  steadiness 
and  ability. 

2d.  Opinion  of  the  court  in  reference  to  the  delay  in 

opening  and  prosecuting  the  campaign  in  Georgia 

and  Alabama,  against  the  hostile  Creek  Indians , in 

1836. 

“The  court  finds,  from  a careful  review  of  the 
testimony,  the  following  facts:  That,  under  instruct 
tions  from  the  war  department  of  the  16th  May, 
general  Scott  arrived  at  Augusta  from  Florida  on 


the  25th  of  May,  on  his  way  tdtake  the  direction 
of  the  Creek  campaign,  having, previously  to  leav- 
ing Florida,  ordered  essential  stipes  from  Picolata, 
St.  Augustine,  Charleston  and  savannah,  to  Haw- 
kinsville,  on  the  Ockmulgee,  vithin  seventy-five 
miles  of  Fort  Mitchell;  and  had  also  ordered 
250,000  complete  rations  from  Ntw  Orleans  to  the 
highest  navigable  point  on  the  Chattahoochee;  that 
he  despatched  ten  wagons  with  subsistence  from 
Augusta  on  the  28th  May  for  Columbus,  and  ap- 
pointed an  agent,  and  sent  him  to  Hawkinsville  to 
hasten  on  supplies  and  purchase  subsistence;  that 
he  proceeded  himself  to  Columbus,  where  he  ar- 
rived on  the  30tt.  May,  and  directed  the  Georgia 
volunteers,  already  assembled  there,  about  1,500, 
to  be  mustered  iito  service,  and  distributed  over  a 
line  of  forty  miles  on  the  river  above  and  below 
Columbus,  to  pevent  the  escape  of  the  Indians 
towards  Florida,  and  also  the  employment  of  two 
armed  steamers,  cruising  up  and  down  the  river  for 
the  same  purpose.  That  on  the  1st  of  June  he  or- 
dered general  Jesup  to  Montgomery,  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  Alabama  troops,  and  to  operate  up  the 
country  from  a point  below  Irwinton.  That  he 
was  engaged  ift  organizing  the  Georgia  militia,  and 
collecting  supplies  and  arms  up  to  the  23d  June. 
That  on  the  12th  of  June  there  had  arrived  at  Co- 
lumbus 3,300  Georgia  volunteers,  but  not  more 
than  one-third  were  armed.  That  general  Moore 
arrived  at  Irwinton  about  the  14th  June,  with  750 
mounted  Alabamiais,  with  a view  of  commencing 
operations  forthwith  but  that  he  was  instructed  by 
general  Scott  to  avait  his  arrival  in  that  quarter. 
That  general  Jesup  unexpectedly  to  general  Scott, 
arrived  about  the  17th  of  June  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Fort  Mitchell,  with  the  Alabama  forces  from 
Tuskegee,  calling  on  general  Scott  for  supplies, 
which  had  not  then  arrived  from  New  Orleans.— 
That  on  the  night  of  the  20th  June  1,000  muskets 
arrived,  and  were  distributed  to  the  Georgia  volun- 
teers on  the  21st of  June,  who  were  immediately 
ordered  to  the  mouth  of  the  Cow-ag-gee  creek,  on 
the  Chattahoochee,  below  the  enemy.  That  com- 
panies of  the  regular  troops  commenced  arriving  on 
the  14th  and  to  the  20th,  when  two  battalions  were 
marched  down  the  river.  The  first  detachment  of 
marines  arrived  on  the  23d,  and  marched  immedi- 
ately below;  the  last  detachment  of  marines  arrived 
some  days  after.  That  general  Scott  left  Colum- 
bus on  the  23d  to  commence  operations  below,  and 
was  actively  engaged  from  that  time  until  the  6th 
July,  when  he  was  recalled  from  his  command  by 
the  instructions  of  the  president  of  the  28th  of  June, 
and  that  he  turned  over  the  command  to  general 
Jesup  on  the  8th  of  July. 

“The  court,  after  a full  consideration  of  the  fore- 
going facts,  and  of  the  testimony  from  which  they 
are  drawn,  comes  to* the  following  opinion: 

“Upon  a careful  examination  of  the  abundant 
testimony  taken  in  the  foregoing  case,  the  courtis 
of  opinion  that  no  delay,  which  it  was  practicable 
to  have  avoided,  was  made  by  major  general  Scott 
ir  opening  the  campaign  against  the  Creek  Indians. 
On  the  contrary,  it  appears  that  he  took  the  earliest 
measures  to  provide  arms,  munitions  and  provi- 
sions for  his  forces,  who  were  found  almost  wholly 
destitute;  and  as  soon  as  arms  could  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  volunteers,  they  were,  in  succession, 
detached  and  placed  in  positions  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  retiring  upon  Florida,  and  whenever 
they  could  moved  against  the  main  body  of  the  ene- 
my as  soon  as  equipped  for  offensive  operations. 

“From  the  testimony  of  the  governor  of  Georgia, 
of  major  general  Sanford,  commander  of  the  Geor- 
gia volunteers,  and  many  other  witnesses  of  high 
rank  and  standing,  who  were  acquainted  with  the 
topography  of  the  country,  and  the  position  and 
strength  of  the  enemy,  the  court  is  of  opinion  that 
the  plan  of  campaign,  adopted  by  major  general 
Scott,  was  well  calculated  to  lead  to  successful  re- 
sults, and  that  it  was  prosecuted  by  him,  as  far  as 
practicable,  with  zeal  and  ability,  until  recalled 
from  the  command.” 

3d.  Opinion  of  the  court  in  reference  to  the  failure  ef 

the  campaign  in  Florida,  conducted  by  major  gen. 

Gaines,  in  1836. 

“The  court  took  up  the  testimony  in  reference 
to  the  campaign  in  Florida  under  major  general 
Gaines,  and,  after  a careful  examination,  find  that 
major  general  Gaines,  on  receiving  at  Mobile, 
about  the  17th  of  January,  1836,  information  of  the 
massacre  of  major  Dade  and  his  command  by  the 
Seminole  Indians  in  Florida,  repaired  with  prompt- 
ness to  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  where  he,  with 
great  zeal,  organized  a force  of  regular  and  volun- 
teer troops,  amounting  to  about  1,100  men,  and 
proceeded  without  delay  to  Tampa  Bay,  where  he 
arrived  about  the  10th  of  February,  and,  after  mak- 
ing preparations  for  the  field,  marched  on  the  Fort 
King  road  on  the  13th,  and  reached  Dade’s  battle 
ground  on  the  20th,  where  he  buried  the  meritori- 


ous dead  with  the  honors  of  war.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded for  Fort  King,  where  he  arrived  on  the  22d. 
After  drawing  nine  or  ten  days’ supply  of  subsist- 
ence from  Fort  Drane,  and  receiving  a small  sup- 
ply of  ammunition,  he  inarched  on  the  Wythla- 
coochee,  where  he  arrived  on  the  27th,  and  encoun- 
tered, the  same  day,  the  enemy  across  the  river,  in  a 
sharp  conflict  of  half  an  hour,  when  the  troops 
withdrew  for  the  night,  after  a loss  of  one  killed 
and  six  wounded.  On  the  morning  of  the  28th  the 
troops  marched  down  the  river  to  a point  two  and 
a half  miles  below,  where  it  was  understood  the 
crossing  was  practicable.  Here  the  advance  of  the 
army  was  fired  upon  from  across  the  river,  and  an 
action  ensued,  which  continued  until  12  or  1 
o’clock,  in  which  lieutenant  Izard  was  mortally 
wounded.  The  army  here  encamped  that  after- 
noon, and  an  express  was  despatched  by  maj.  gen. 
Gaines  to  general  Clinch,  or  the  officer  command- 
ing at  Fort  Drane;  the  troops  in  the  mean  time 
throwing  up  a slight  breastwork  of  logs.  On  the 
morning  of  the  29th,  at  9 or  10  o’clock,  the  enemy, 
in  force  estimated  at  about  1,000  or  1,500  men, 
made  an  attack  on  three  sides  of  the  fortified  camp, 
which  was  continued  for  two  hours,  when  he  with- 
drew, leaving  one  of  his  dead  on  the  field.  On  this 
day  another  despatch  was  sent  by  major  general 
Gaines  to  Fort  Drane.  From  the  2d  ot  March  to 
the  5th,  the  enemy  made  more  or  less  spirited  at- 
tacks upon  the  camp;  in  which  several  conflicts 
the  loss  on  the  part  of  our  troops  amounted  to  some 
three  killed  and  about  forty  wounded. 

“On  the  night  of  the  5th  of  March,  a proposition 
was  made  from  the  woods,  by.  the  enemy  for  peace. 
On  next  day,  a strong  party  of  Indians  appeared 
within  five  hundred  or  six  hundred  yards  of  the 
camp:  a few  of  whom  advanced  with  a flag  to  with- 
in one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  yards,  and 
adjutant  Barron,  of  the  volunteers,  was  sent  out  to 
confer  with  them,  when  they  informed  him  they 
did  not  wish  to  fight  any  more,  but  wanted  general 
Gaines  to  go  away;  upon  which  information,  gene- 
ral Gaines  sent  out  captain  Hitchcock,  who  was  ac- 
companied by  two  or  three  officers,  to  hold  a further 
conference  with  them.  The  Indians  repeated  to 
hun  their  proposition  for  peace,  and  stated  they 
had  lost  a great  many  of  their  men.  Before  the 
conference  was  finally  closed,  the  advance  of  the 
troops  under  general  Clinch  came  up,  and  com- 
menced a fire  upon  the  Indians  standing  in  the  rear, 
when  they  and  the  chiefs  in  council  fled,  and  cover- 
ed themselves  in  the  hammocks,  and  were  no  more 
heard  of  up  to  the  10th  of  March,  when  the  army 
(the  command  of  which  had  been  turned  over  by 
major  general  Gaines  to  general  Clinch  the  day  pre- 
ceding) fell  back  upon  Fort  Drane,  where  it  arrived 
on  the  11th. 

“The  court,  after  carefully  reviewing  and  collat- 
ing the  testimony  of  captains  Hitchcock  and  Mc- 
Call, colonel  Twiggs,  general  Smith  and  others,  in 
reference  to  the  operations  and  peculiar  situation  of 
the  army  at  Camp  Izard,  finds  it  difficult  to  come 
to  a conclusion  as  to  the  real  causes  of  the  failure 
of  the  campaign.  It  appears,  although  the  army 
was  surrounded,  and  repeatedly  assailed  by  the  ene- 
my, in  its  fortified  position,  from  the  29th  February 
to  the  5th  March,  and  straitened  in  the  means  of 
subsistence,  that,  however  important  to  the  chival- 
ry and  reputation  of  the  troops,  no  sally  was  made 
to  test  the  result  of  such  a movement,  which  it  is 
possible  might  have  issued  in  the  defeat  and  subjec- 
tion of  the  enemy,  and  have  brought  the  war  to  a 
close.  But  the  court,  however,  judging  from  sub- 
sequent events  in  prosecuting  the  war  under  other 
commanders,  and  the  indomitable  spirit  of  hostility 
evinced  by  the  enemy,  is  of  opinion  that  had  a sor- 
tie been  made  by  major  general  Gaines,  though  he 
might  have  been  able  to  beat  and  drive  the  enemy 
into  the  surrounding  hammocks  and  swamps,  they 
would  have  eluded  pursuit,  and  retired  to  their 
more  remote  fastnesses.  But,  if  such  had  been  the 
result  of  a sortie,  major  general  Gaines  had  not 
the  means  of  subsistence  to  have  enabled  him  to 
remain  long  enough  in  or  about  the  Cove  of  the 
Wythlacooehee  to  seek  out  the  enemy,  and  press 
the  war  to  a successful  conclusion.  Still  the  court, 
without  impugning  the  motives  that  influenced  ma- 
jor general  Gaines,  is  of  opinion  that  a sortie,  un- 
der all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  should  have 
been  made. 

“The  court,  therefore,  in  taking  a full  and  impar- 
tial view  of  all  the  circumstances  appertaining  to 
the  operations  of  major  general  Gaines  at  Camp 
Izard,  is  of  opinion  that  the  failure  of  the  campaign 
should  rather  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  the-  means 
of  subsistence  to  prosecute  the  war,  than  to  the  con- 
tingent result  of  a sortie. 

“The  attention  of  the  court  was  next  called  to  a 
consideration  of  the  publication  of  major  general 
Gaines’  official  report  of  the  4th  of  July,  1836,  to 
the  adjutant  general,  in  the  public  prints.  The  fact 
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of  its  publication  in  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin  of 
the  27th  of  September  is  admitted  by  major  general 
Gaines  (as  will  appear  on  the  proceedings  of  the 
court)  as  authorised  by  him,  and  without  any  au- 
thority but  his  own  action.  The  court  is  not  aware 
that  its  publication  in  the  public  journals  as  late  as 
the  27th  September  is  in  violation  of  any  rule  or 
regulation  of  the  service;  but  is  of  opinion  that  all 
publications  in  the  public  prints,  tending  to  excite 
public  opinion,  or  to  produce  recriminations  be- 
tween officers,  are  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the 
public  service,  and  injurious  to  the  discipline  of  the 
army.  The  publication  of  the  official  report  of 
major  general  Gaines  after  the  4th  of  July  to  the 
adjutant  general,  is  considered  by  the  court  as  falling 
under  publications  of  this  description  by  its  per- 
sonal allusions. 

‘•The  court  cannot  close  its  proceedings  without 
adverting  to  the  strain  of  invective  and  vitupera- 
tion used  by  major  general  Gaines,  in  the  language, 
generally,  of  his  summary  of  the  evidence  touching 
tile  operations  of  his  Seminole  campaign,  particu- 
larly that  part  of  it  couched  in  the  following  terms: 
— ‘ The  atrocious  machinations  of  the  second  United 
States'  general  officer,  who  lias  ever  dared  to  aid  and 
assist  the  open  enemy  of  the  republic  in  their  opera- 
tions against  the  United  Stales’  forces  employed  in  the 
protection  of  the  frontier  people.  The  first  great  of- 
fender was  major  general  Benedict  Arnold;  the  se- 
cond, as  your  finding  must  shoio,  is  major  general 
Winfield  Scott.’  Assertions,  without  facts  or  cir- 
cumstances to  sustain  them,  and  unbecoming  his 
(major  general  Gaines’)  high  rank  and  station;  re- 
marks and  assertions  which  the  court  condemns  in 
the  most  decided  terms  of  reprehension. 

“The  court,  in  continuation,  feels  itself  compel- 
led to  notice  the  censure  in  the  official  letters  of  ma- 
jor general  Scott  (spread  upon  the  record  of  these 
proceedings)  cast  upon  major  general  Gaines  in  re- 
ference to  his  operations  in  Florida,  and  in  a tone 
of  language  that  could  not  be  otherwise  than  offen- 
sive to  the  latter  general;  and  in  terms,  the  court  is 
of  opinion,  not  called  for  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  and  ought  not  to  have  been  indulged 
• ,,  ° ° 
in. 

4th.  Opinion  of  the  court  in  reference  to  unauthoris- 
ed. reports  and  publications  of  officers  of  the  army. 
“The  court  took  into  consideration  a communi- 
cation from  capt.  Hitchcock,  of  the  11th  of  March, 
18:36,  to  the  hon.  Mr.  Lyon  of  Alabama,  pub- 
lished in  the  Globe  of  the  2d  of  April,  1S36,  detail- 
ing the  operations  of  major  general  Gaines  in  his 
campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians  in  Florida, 
in  1833,  and  finds  that  its 'publicity  was  made  with 
the  approbation  of  major  general  Gaines,  and  does 
not  violate  any  regulation  or  rule  of  service;  that  it 
appears  to  be  a narrative  of  facts  assumed  by  the 
writer,  without  any  comments  or  reflections  injuri- 
ous to  the  public  service;  and  the  court  cannot, 
therefore,  see  that  there  is  any  necessity  for  further 
investigation  into  the  subject. 

“The  judge  advocate  laid  before  the  court  a num- 
ber of  ‘The  Globe’  of  the  8th  of  April,  1836,  con- 
taining a publication  purporting  to  be  from  the  pen 
of  major  general  Jesup,  commenting  on  the  letter 
of  captain  Hitchcock  of  the  11th  of  March;  also  a' 
letter  of  the  2d  of  June,  addressed  by  capt.  Hitch- 
cock to  the  editors  of  ‘The  Globe,’  and  published 
in  that  paper  of  the  4th  of  June,  in  reply  to  the 
publication  having  the  signature  of  major  general 
Jesup.  In  viewing  the  contents  of  the  letter  of  cap- 
tain Hitchcock  of  the  2d  of  June,  it  purports  to  be 
a justification  of  the  premises  assumed  in  his  letter 
to  Mr.  Lyon  of  the  11th  of  March,  and  contains 
nothing  contrary  to  the  regulations  of  the  army. 

“The  court  was  called  to  consider  a publication 
made  by  captain  McCall,  addressed  to  the  editor  of 
the  New  Orleans  ‘Bulletin,’  under  date  of  the  18th 
of  May,  1838,  and  published  in  the  ‘Army  and  Na- 
vy Chronicle’  of  the  11th  of  August,  1836;  also,  a 
postscript  or  notes  to  said  letter,  published  in  the 
‘Army  and  Navy  Chronicle’  of  the  29th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1833.  The  purport  of  the  letter  and  postscript 
is  a detail  or  narrative  of  the  campaign  of  major  ge- 
neral Gaines  against  the  Seminole  Indians,  in  Flo- 
rida, in  1836.  But  as  the  publications  were  made 
more  than  a month  after  the  campaign  was  closed, 
the  army  regulations  were  not  violated  thereby.” 
The  proceedings  and  opinions  in  the  foregoing 
cases  have  been  submitted  to  the  president,  and  are 
approved. 

The  court  of  inquiry  is  dissolved. 

J.  R.  POINSETT,  secretary  of  war. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  MARYLAND. 

A bill  has  passed  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
Maryland,  at  its  session  just  closed,  to  amend  the 
constitution  of  that  state.  If  again  passed,  by  the 
next  legislature,  it  will  become  a part  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  state,  such  being  the  process  of 
amendment  prescribed  by  the  existing  constitution. 


For  the  following  synopsis  of  the  amendatory  act,  | 
in  which  an  important  portion  of  our  readers  are 
seriously  interested,  we  are  indebted  to  the  Balti- 
more Chronicle: 

Sec.  1.  Vacates  the  seats  of  the  presents  senators 
as  soon  as  a new  senate  shall  be  elected,  as  provid- 
ed for  in  this  bill. 

Sec.  2.  The  senate  for  183S  to  bo  composed  of  J 
twenty-one  members. 

Sec.  3.  The  members  of  the  senate  for  1838,  and  i 
forever  thereafter,  to  be  chosen,  one  from  each  j 
county  of  the  state  and  the  city  of  Baltimore. — I 
Their  term  of  service  to  commence  on  the  day  J 
now  fixed  by  law  for  the  meeting  of  the  legislature, 
and  continue  for  two,  four  and  six  years,  according 
to  classification.  Qualifications  of  those  who  vote  ; 
for  senators  the  same  as  those  who  are  entitled  to  I 
vote  for  delegates,  and  the  senators  to  be  chosen  by 
a plurality  of  votes.  New  election  to  be  held  in 
case  of  a tie.  One-third  of  the  senators  to  be  elect- 
ed every  second  year  on  the  first  Wednesday  of 
October. 

Sec.  4.  Elections  for  senators  to  be  conducted  in 
the  same  manner  as  those  for  delegates. 

Sec.  5.  Senators  to  have  all  the  qualifications  of 
delegates,  and  the  additional  ones  of  being  thirty 
years  old,  and  having  resided  three  years  in  the  city 
or  county  from  which  they  are  chosen. 

Sec.  6.  Vacancies  in  the  senate  to  be  filled  by  a 
new  election. 

Sec.  7.  The  thirty-seventh  article  of  the  consti- 
tution repealed  so  far  as  it  makes  senators  ineligible 
to  offices  of  profit. 

Sec.  S.  Senators  and  delegates  incapacitated  from 
receiving  any  office  which  shall  have  been  created, 
or  the  emoluments  increased  during  the  time  for 
which  they  were  elected,  or  of  filling  any  office 
whilst  a senator  or  delegate. 

Sec.  9.  At  the  election  for  delegates  in  1838,  and 
until  after  the  census  of  1840,  the  members  of  the 


house  of  delegates  to  be  elected  as  follows: 

Western  shore. 

Eastern  shore. 

Baltimore  city 

5 

Dorchester 

4 

Baltimore  county 

5 

Somerset 

4 

Annapolis 
Anne  Arundel 

1 

4 

Worcester 

Cecil 

4 

O 

Prince  George’s 

4 

Kent 

3 

Harford 

4 

Queen  Anne’s 

3 

Frederick 

5 

Caroline 

9 

Montgomery 

4 

Talbott 

O 

Carroll 

4 

Washington 

4 

— 

St.  Mary’s 

3 

Eastern  shore 

27 

Charles 

3 

Western  shore 

52 

Calvert 

3 

— 

Allegany 

3 

79 

52 

Sec.  10.  After  the  promulgation  of  the  census  of 
1840,  and  every  second  census  thereafter,  the  re- 
presentation in  the  house  of  delegates  to  be  gradu- 
ated as  follows: 

Every  county  having  less  than  15,000  inhabitants 
to  elect  three  delegates. 

Counties  having  15,000  and  less  than  25,000  in- 
habitants to  elect  four  delegates. 

Counties  having  25,000  and  less  than  35,000  in- 
habitants, to  elec:  five  delegates. 

All  counties  having  over  35,000  inhabitants,  to 
elect  six  delegates. 

The  city  of  Baltimore  to  elect  as  many  delegates 
as  the  largest  county. 

No  county  is  to  have  a less  number  of  delegates 
than  is  allowed  by  the  ninth  section,  but  the  dele- 
gate now  allowed  to  Annapolis  not  to  be  counted 
for  Anne  Arundel  county. 

Sec.  11.  The  city  of  Annapolis,  after  the  election 
of  1837,  to  be  taken  as  a part  of  Anne  Arundel 
county  in  the  election  of  senator. 

Sec.  12.  The  general  assembly  to  regulate  by 
law  the  time,  place  and  manner  of  holding  elec- 
tions, and  to  divide  counties  into  election  districts. 

Sec.  13.  Executive  council  abolished,  office  of 
clerk  abrogated,  and  the  whole  executive  power  of 
the  government  vested  in  the  governor,  subject  to 
the  checks  provided  by  this  bill. 

Sec.  14.  The  governor  to  nominate,  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  senate  to  appoint,  all  officers  whose 
offices  are  created  by  law.  This  section  not  to  in- 
terfere with  the  officers  in  commission  when  this 
law  goes  into  operation,  or  to  alter  the  tennre  of 
their  office. 

Sec.  15.  Governor  to  fill  vacancies  that  may  oc- 
cur during  the  recess  of  the  senate,  by  granting 
commissions  that  shall  expire  when  a successor 
is  appointed,  or  one  month  after  the  next  regular 
session  of  the  senate. 

Sec.  16.  Persons  rejected  by  the  senate  not  to  be 
nominated  to  the  same  office  a second  time  by  the 
governor,  unless  the  senate  request  him  to  do  so. 
The  governor  cannot  appoint  a person,  who  has 


been  nominated  to  the  senate  and  rejected,  to  the 
same  office  during  the  recess  of  the  senate. 

Sec.  17.  A secretary  of  state  to  be  appointed  by 
the  governor  with  the  consent  of  the  senate. 

Sec.  18.  II  a vacancy  occur  in  the  office  of  gover- 
nor, the  general  assembly,  if  in  session,  or,  if  not, 
at  their  next  meeting,  shall  elect  a person  to  fill 
such  vacancy,  and,  until  such  election,  the  secreta- 
ry of  state  to  act  as  governor,  or  if  the  secretary  fail 
to  act,  the  president  of  the  senate,  or  if  there  be  no 
president  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

Sec.  19.  Governor  to  be  elected  in  1837,  to  con- 
tinue in  office  until  a new  election  under  this  act. 

Sec.  20.  Governor  to  be  elected  by  the  people. 
He  shall  continue  in  office  for  three  years,  and  be 
ineligible  for  a second  term.  The  state  to  be  divid- 
ed into  districts  as  follows,  the  governor  to  be  taken 
from  each  of  the  districts  alternately: 

Cecil,  Kent,  Queen  Anne’s,  Caroline,  Talbot, 
Dorchester,  Somerset  and  Worcester,  compose  one 
district. 

Saint  Mary’s,  Charles,  Calvert,  Prince  George’s, 
Anne  Arundel,  (including  Annapolis),  Montgome- 
ry and  Baltimore  city,  compose  another  district. 

Baltimore,  Harford,  Carroll,  Frederick,  Wash- 
ington and  Allegany,  compose  another  district. 

The  district  from  which  the  governor  is  first  to 
be  chosen  to  be  determined  by  lot. 

Sec.  21.  The  general  assembly  to  regulate  the 
time,  place,  manner,  See.  of  holding  elections  for 
governor,  and  the  judges  to  send  the  returns  to  the 
secretary  of  state. 

Sec.  22.  The  legality  of  votes  for  governor  to  be 
decided  by  the  senate,  and  the  person  having  the 
highest  number  of  votes  to  be  declared  governor, 
his  term  of  office  to  commence  on  the  first  Monday 
of  January. 

Sec.  23.  No  person  elected  governor  eligible  for 
a re-election  the  succeeding  term. 

Sec.  24.  The  elections  authorised  by  this  act  to 
be  held  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  October. 

Sec.  25.  In  the  elections  for  governor,  Annapolis 
to  be  taken  as  a part  of  Anne  Arundel  county. 

Sec.  26.  The  relation  of  master  and  slave  not  to 
be  altered  without  the  unanimous  consent  of  two 
consecutive  legislatures,  and  not  then  without  a full 
restitution  to  the  master  for  his  property. 

27.  The  city  of  Annapolis  to  continue  the  seat  of 
government,  and  the  place  of  holding  the  sessions 
of  the  court  of  appeals  for  the  Western  Shore,  and 
the  high  court  of  chancery. 

Sec.  28.  Provides  for  the  confirmation  of  this  act. 

The  following  is  the  report  made  by  its  chairman 
( Charles  Sterett  Ridgely,  esq.)  of  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
reporting  a bill  making  it  a high  crime  and  misde- 
meanor for  citizens  to  conspire  against  the  consti- 
tution of  the  state: 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
order  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a 
bill  making  it  a high  crime  and  misdemeanor  for 
any  citizen  or  citizens  of  this  state  to  plan,  conspire 
or  combine  together,  to  alter,  or  change  the  consti- 
tution or  form  of  government,  otherwise  than  is  es- 
tablished by  that  instrument  and  the  laws  of  the 
land,  and  to  affix  such  penalties  as  may  be  commen- 
surate with  this  offence,  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  the  subject  committed  to  their  care  is  of  the 
gravest  import,  and  should  be  treated  w’ith  great 
moderation  and  prudence.  If,  on  the  one  hand,  we 
disregard  it  entirely,  and  affix  no  penalties  to  the 
offences  alluded  to,  our  government  would  be  liable 
at  every  moment  to  be  assailed  by  those  who,  from 
party  zeal,  personal  ambition,  or  a spirit  of  radical- 
ism, might  seek  to  overthrow  our  institutions.  On 
the  other  hand,  while  we  design  to  fortify  the  state 
against  such  assaults,  there  is  very  great  danger  of 
running  into  the  other  extreme,  and  consolidating, 
in  the  hands  of  the  executive,  powers  dangerous  to 
civil  liberty.  We  have  more  to  fear  from  the  latter 
than  the  former.  Our  institutions  emanate  immedi- 
ately from  the  people,  and  are  sustained  and  con- 
trolled by  public  opinion.  Whenever  the  majority 
desire  an  important  change,  it  will  be  accorded  to 
them  in  a peaceful  and  constitutional  mode.  They 
have  the  right  and  the  power  to  alter  our  forms  of 
government  whenever  the  ends  of  justice  require  it. 
Our  constitution  prescribes  the  mode  by  which  it 
may  be  altered;  and  it  may  very  justly  be  remark- 
ed. that  whenever  a majority  of  the  people  require 
a change,  to  promote  the  common  good,  it  ought  to 
and  will  be  made.  No  danger  is  then  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  great  mass  of  the  people. 

■But  there  is  danger  that  a few  evil  disposed  per- 
sons, actuated  by  motives  of  personal  aggrandize- 
ment, ambition,  or  an  innate  fondness  for  tumult  and 
disorder;  or  a party  infuriated  by  the  doctrines  of 
some  factious  demagogue,  may  assail  our  institu- 
tions. and,  unless  restrained  by  the  arm  of  power, 
might  plunge  the  state  and  themselves  in  one  com- 
mon ruin.  This  is  an  evil  that,  in  most  instances. 
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may  safely  be  left  to  be  corrected  by  public  opinion. 
Recent  events  in  this  state  have  demonstrated  that 
thi*  is  an  elfective  remedy.  A few  months  only 
have  elapsed  since  a handful  of  men  attempted  a 
great  revolution  of  our  government,  usurped  to  them- 
selves th»  sovereignty  of  the  state,  and  endeavored 
to  substitute,  in  the  place  of  the  established  autho- 
rities, a provisional  convention,  called  without  law, 
and  with  power  to  do  any  and  every  thing!  What 
has  been  the  result?  The  people  have  risen  in  their 
majesty,  frowned  indignantly  on  this  unjustifiable 
attempt,  and  consigned  the  actors  to  a merited  ob- 
loquy. 

The  failure  of  this  attempted  revolution  is  most 
gratifying  to  the  patriot,  and  affords  the  most  cer- 
tain evidence  that  the  people  are  capable  of  self- 
government,  and  may  safely  be  trusted  with  the 
preservation  of  their  own  liberties.  It  has  demon- 
strated the  proposition  that  public  opinion  can  con- 
trol and  defeat  the  evil  designs  of  those  who  may 
attempt  to  overthrow  our  institutions,  and  has  done 
more  to  establish  civil  liberty  on  a broad  and  sure 
foundation,  than  any  event  which  has  occurred  since 
the  Declaration  of  Indepence. 

Notwithstanding  public  opinion  may  be  relied  on 
to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  constitution,  and 
finally  to  defeat  any  attempt  to  overthrow  it,  it 
cannot  be  relied  on  to  check  every  petty  outbreak- 
ing or  sudden  attack.  These,  though  they  cannot 
be  ultimately  successful,  may  do  incalculable  in- 
jury; and  it  is  therefore  necessary  that  the  executive 
arm  of  the  government  should  be  strengthened  to 
curb  their  violence.  Occasions  will  rarely,  and  it 
is  to  be  sincerely  hoped,  will  never  occur,  when 
they  will  be  necessary;  but  still  the  executive  should 
have  them  within  their  reach  when  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  resort  to  their  use.  Constant  prepartion  lor 
defence  is  the  surest  safeguard  from  attack.  Those 
who  postpone  the  hour  of  arming  till  the  enemy 
have  charged  will  always  be  sure  of  defeat.  It  is 
the  part  ot  wisdom  to  prepare  for  danger;  hence  the 
necessity  of  investing  the  executive,  if  they  do  not 
already  possess  them,  with  the  proper  means  of 
maintaining  the  supremacy  of  the  laws. 

Happily  for  us,  our  fathers,  with  wisdom  and 
forecast,  provided  the  means  of  averting  the  dan- 
gers apprehended  by  the  order  of  inquiry.  They 
invested  the  government  which  they  established 
with  ample  powers  to  maintain  itself,  and  effec- 
tually check  the  outbreakings  of  licentiousness,  or 
the  bold  and  dangerous  schemes  of  ambition.  A 
hasty  review  of  the  means  in  force  for  the  more 
perfect  administration  of  government  will  serve  to 
show  that  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  order 
are  already  satisfied. 

In  the  constitution  and  laws  which  they  ordained, 
we  find  that  the  governor,  with  the  advice  of  his 
council,  may  embody  the  militia,  and  when  em- 
bodied shall  have  the  direction  thereof;  may  sus- 
pend militia  officers  for  a limited  time;  may  suspend 
or  remove  any  civil  officer  not  appointed  during 
good  behavior;  may  suspend  or  remove  any  re- 
gular officer  of  the  land  or  sea  service;  may  con- 
voke the  general  assembly  when  the  public  service 
requires  it;  and  may  exercise  all  the  executive 
powers  of  government  according  to  the  laws  of  this 
state.  These  powers  are  deemed  sufficiently  ample 
to  protect  from  sudden  aggression  any  portion  of  the 
state.  With  power  to  convoke  the  legislative  de- 
partment of  the  government  whenever,  in  their 
opinion,  the  public  service  requires  it,  no  serious 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  unless  we  suppose 
that  the  executive  will  not  be  vigilant  of  duty. 

Our  bill  of  rights,  too,  adopted  the  common  law', 
or  so  much  of  it  as  may  be  found  applicable  to  our 
condition.  And  a part  of  the  common  law  is  the 
law  of  conspiracy,  which  it  is  believed,  affords  ample 
penalties  for  all  offences  contemplated  by  the  order. 
The  court  of  appeals  of  this  state  have,  in  the  case 
of  the  state  vs.  Buchanan,  decided  “That  every 
conspiracy  to  do  an  unlawful  act,  or  to  do  a lawful 
act,  for  an  illegal,  fradulent,  malicious  or  corrupt 
purpose,  or  for  a purpose  which  has  a tendency 
to  prejudice  the  public  in  general,  is,  at  common 
law,  an  indictable  offence,  though  nothing  be  done 
in  execution  of  it,  and  no  matter  by  what  means 
the  conspiracy  was  intended  to  be  effected.”  To 
combine  to  alter  or  change  the  form  of  government 
in  a mode  unknown  to  the  constitution,  is  an  un- 
lawful act,  and  is  clearly  embraced  as  an  indictable 
offence  in  the  common  law  doctrine  of  conspiracy, 
thus  explicitly  and  comprehensively  laid  down  by 
the  highest  court  of  judicature  in  the  state.  Nor 
need  the  end  of  the  combination  be  accomplished 
before  its  actors  are  liable  to  punishment.  “ The 
act  of  conspiring,”  say  the  court,  “is  made  the  sub- 
stantive offence,  by  the  nature  of  the  object  intend- 
ed to  be  effected.”  Thus  a.  combination  formed, 
having  for  its  object  an  overthrow  of  the  govern- 
ment, without  having  executed  its  designs,  is  an 
indictable  offence  at  common  law. 


But  our  ancestors  were  not  content  to  leave  the 
punishment  of  offences  of  this  grave  character  to 
the  common  law  only,  which,  at  the  date  of  our 
constitution,  was,  in  this  state,  not  strictly  defined; 
but  they,  who  toiled  to  establish  that  instrument, 
and  who  best  knew  its  value — they,  who  were  su- 
dor to  every  improper  motive,  and  animated  alone 
virtue  and  patriotism — they  recorded  upon  our 
statute  book,  immediately  after  founding  the  go- 
vernment, penalties,  which  they  deemed  necessary 
for  attempts  to  overthrow  it. 

The  act  1777,  chap.  20,  sec.  5,  is  in  these  words: 
“That  if  any  subject  or  inhabitant  of  this  state 
shall,  by  any  work,  open  deed,  writing,  printing 
or  other  act,  persuade  or  excite  any  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  state  to  resist  the  present  government 
thereof,  by  force;  or  to  oppose,  or  in  any  manner 
obstruct,  with  force,  the  execution  of  any  of  the 
laws  of  this  state,  such  person,  being  convicted, 
thereof  in  the  general  court,  shall  be  fined  not  ex- 
ceeding two  thousand  pounds  current  money;  and 
be  imprisoned  not  more  than  two  years,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  court.”  This  act  is  still  in  force, 
and  will  be  found  adequate  to  the  punishment  of 
all  offences  which  may  endanger  our  constitution. 

Having  presented  this  hasty  review  of  the  pow- 
ers ofthe  executive,  of  the  common  law  relative  to 
conspiracies,  and  of  our  own  statutes,  which  are 
believed  to  be  sufficient  for  the  suppression  and 
punishment  of  the  offences  apprehended;  and  en- 
tertaining a high  sense  of  the  virtue,  intelligence  and 
patriotism  of  the  people,  and  a firm  and  unshaken 
reliance  on  the  conservative  power  of  public  opinion, 
the  committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  no 
further  legislation  on  the  subject  referred  to  them  is 
at  this  time  necessary.  They  therefore  pray  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
order.  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  S.  RIDGELY,  chairman. 

J.  H.  CULBRETH, 

WM.  H.  tuck; 

J.  W.  CRISFIELD, 

THOS.  H.  HICKS, 

HARRY  D.  GOUGH. 


AGENT— DEPOSITE  BANKS. 

House  of  representatives,  March  1,  1837. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MINORITY. (CONCLUDED.) 

As  to  the  third  subject  of  inquiry:  “What  com- 
pensation does  said  agent  receive?”  the  minority 
cannot  report  the  precise  amount  of  compensation 
which  he  received  directly  from  the  banks  accord- 
ing to  express  stipulation,  much  less  can  they  state 
the  amount  of  his  indirect  emoluments  and  profits 
which  he  receives  in  consequence  of  his  agency. 

The  said  Whitney  stood  mute  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  refused,  to  answer  upon  this  as  well  as 
upon  most  of  the  other  subjects  of  inquiry. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  states  that  be  is 
wholly  ignorant  as  to  the  amount  of  his  compensa- 
tion, and  adds  that  “each  bank  which  employs  him, 
and  pays  him  any  thing,  pays  whatever  it  deems 
reasonable  and  proper.” 

The  witness  (F.  P.  Blair)  says  at  page  119  of 
journal: 

“Witness  states  that  he  once  nquired  of  Mr. 
Whitney  what  compensation  he  received.  He  gave 
him  an  answer  which  satisfied  the  witness  that  he 
did  not  choose  to  let  him  know  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation. He  said  the  banks  made  him  such  re- 
turn as  they  thought  his  services  deserved.  He 
had  no  fixed  salary,  as  the  witness  understood. — 
This  was  some  time  ago,  soon  after  his  agency 
commenced.” 

Thus  it  will  appear  how  profound  is  the  secret 
and  mystery  which  covers  this  transaction,  when 
the  agent,  R.  M.  Whitney,  conceals  the  facts  from 
his  friend,  F.  P.  Blair,  who,  it  appears  from  his 
own  evidence,  is  interested  in  knowing  the  amount 
of  said  Whitney’s  compensation,  as  he  is  the  spe- 
cial bail  as  well  as  the  security  for  the  prison 
bounds  for  said  Whitney  for  a iarge  amount,  he 
(Whitney)  being  notoriously  insolvent.  The 
same  witness,  F.  P.  Blair,  says,  in  same  page  of 
the  journal: 

“He  thinks  he  has  learned  from  some  quarter 
that  Mr.  Whitney  is  agent  for  about  twenty  banks, 
but  is  not  positive  as  to  the  source  of  his  informa- 
tion, nor  does  he  know  their  names.” 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  that  several  banks 
pay  him  one  thousand  dollars  each  per  annum; 
that  several  pay  him  five  hurdred  each  per  annum; 
and  that  several  pay  him  lesser  sums  each  per  an- 
num, besides  several  sums  which  have  been  paid  to 
him  at  different  times  in  the  form  of  a bonus. — 
Some  of  the  deposite  banks,  for  which  he  is  under- 
stood to  be  agent,  have  not  made  their  returns  to 
the  interrogatories  of  the  committee.  Some  have 
taken  the  high  ground  assumed  by  their  agent,  and 
refuse  to  communicate  any  information  whatever 


upon  the  subject.  But  it  appears  from  the  evidence 
thit  he  has  received  from  three  banks  in  New 
York,  viz:  Mechanics’  bank,  Bank  of  America, 
anil  the  Manhattan  Company,  each  one  thousand 
dollars  per  annum;  from  the  Farmers’  and  Mecha- 
nics’ bank,  Albany,  New  York,  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  per  annum;  from  the  Union  bank,  Bal- 
timore, five  hundred  dollars  per  annum;  from  the 
Girard  bank,  Philadelphia,  five  hundred  dollars  per 
annum;  Moyamensing  bank,  Philadelphia,  three 
hundred  dollars  per  annum;  Farmers’  and  Mebha- 
nics’  bank,  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars  per  annum;  Burlington 
bank,  Vermont,  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum; 
Commercial  bank,  at  Cincinnati,  including  its 
branch  or  office  of  discount  at  St.  Louis,  one  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum;  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’ 
bank,  in  Michigan,  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum; 
in  all,  six  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-five 
dollars  per  annum,  besides  a bonus  of  one  thousand 
dollars  from  the  Girard  bank,  and  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  paid  by  the  Franklin  bank 
at  Baltimore,  which  bank  does  not  employ  him  as 
agent.*  To  what  amount  his  direct  compensation 
may  be  increased  by  the  evidence  yet  to  be  receiv- 
ed from  those  deposite  banks  which  employ  him, 
and  which  have  not  yet  forwarded  to  the  committee 
their  testimony,  the  minority  will  not  undertake  to 
conjecture. 

The  minority  of  this  committee,  believing  it  to 
be  their  duty  to  ascertain  whether  such  agent  did 
not  derive  the  large  amount  of  his  profits  or  emolu- 
ments by  and  through  speculations  in  the  public 
lands,  treasury  certificates,  the  stock  of  banks,  &c. 
supported  the  following  interrogatory,  offered  by 
Mr.  Peyton,  as  proper  to  be  propounded  to  all  wit- 
nesses examined  in  behalf  of  the  committee,  viz: 

“7th.  State  whether  said  agent  or  agents  in  con- 
nexion with  any  officer  or  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment, or  any  other  person  or  persons,  company  or 
companies,  have  or  have  not  been  engaged,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  speculations  in  the  public 
lands,  in  treasury  certificates  of  deposite  since  the 
issuance  of  the  treasury  order  of  July  11th,  1836, 
or  in  the  stocks  of  banks,  corporations,  &c.  and 
whether  such  speculations  have  or  have  not  consti- 
tuted a part  of  the  compensation  or  emolument  of 
said  agent  or  agents  ofthe  deposite  banks. 

“Mr.  Hamer  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  ‘any 
officer  or  officers  of  the  government,  or,’  which 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following 
Vote: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Hamer, 
Martin.  • 

“Noes — Messrs.  Garland,  Wise,  Johnson,  Pey- 
ton.” 

The  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  refused  to  answer 
the  following  interrogatories  during  his  examina- 
tion before  the  committee,  (page  88,  question  39). 

“39.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  communicate  intel- 
ligence in  advance  of  the  issuance  of  the  said  order, 
[circular  of  July  11th,  183G,  requiring  specie  in 
payment  for  public  lands],  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons at  a distance,  who  were  engaged  in  specula- 
tion in  the  public  lands,  stocks  or  money  market? 

“Answer.  I decline  .giving  any  answer  to  this 
interrogatory.” 

“41.  Have  you,  or  not,  become  a stockholder  in 
any  of  the  deposite  or  other  banks,  since  you  have 
been  acting  as  agent  for  some  of  said  deposite 
banks;  and  did  you  acquire  or  procure  said  stock 
as  part  of  your  compensation,  or  in  any  other  man- 
ner by  or  through  your  agency  for  said  banks? 

“Answer.  I decline  giving  any  answer  to  the  in- 
terrogatory.” 

“44.  Did,  or  did  not,  one  or  both  of  the  deposite 
banks  in  Michigan  make  a loan  or  loans  to  a very 
large  amount,  say  fifty  or  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  more  or  less,  to  a company  or  companies  of 
land  speculators,  since  you  have  been  an  agent  for 
some  of  the  deposite  banks?  If  yea,  state  whether 
you  used  your  influence  in  that  or  any  similar  in- 
stance, either  for  a land  or  stock  company,  person 
or  corporation,  to  procure  accommodations  at  any 
deposite  bank;  and  state  whether  you  were  to  de- 
rive, or  have  derived,  in  any  such  case,  any  profit, 
benefit  or  emolument  whatever? 

“Answer.  I decline  giving  any  answer  to  the  in- 
terrogatory.” 

“45.  What  compensation  do  you  now,  or  hare 
you  heretofore,  and  are  you  hereafter  to  receive 
from  each  one  of  the  deposite  banks  for  which  you 
are  agent? 

“Answer.  I decline  giving  any  answer  to  the  in- 
terrogatory.” 

“47.  State  whether  you,  in  connexion  with  any 
other  person  or  persons,  company  or  companies, 

*The  annual  compensation  received  by  said 
Whitney  from  all  or  most  of  the  old  deposite  banks 
commenced  on  the  1st  of  January,  1835. 
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have  or  have  not  been  engaged,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  in  speculation  in  the  public  lands,  in 
treasury  certificates  of  deposite,  since  the  issuance 
of  the  treasury  order  of  July  11th,  1836,  or  in  the 
stock  of  banks,  corporations,  &c.  and  whether  such 
speculations  have  or  have  not  constituted  a part  ol 
your  compensation  or  emolument  as  agent  of  the 
deposite  banks? 

“Answer.  I decline  giving  any  answer  to  this 
interrogatory.” 

“48.  Have  you,  in  connexion  with  any  officer  or 
officers  of  the  government,  or  any  other  person, 
since  July  11,  1836,  drawn  specie  from  the  banks 
of  deposite  of  the  public  money,  under  the  pretext 
of  its  being  necessary  for  the  public  use,  upon  trea- 
sury warrants  or  drafts,  which  specie  was  used  for 
your  or  their  profit  as  merchandise,  and  not  applied 
to  the  public  use,  but  the  notes  of  the  banks,  or 
their  equivalent,  used  instead  of  such  specie,  tor 
the  public  use;  or  in  any  manner  have  you  been 
concerned  in  speculations,  on,  by,  or  through  said 
treasury  certificates,  warrants  or  drafts,  in  connex- 
ion with  any  person,  bank  or  corporation? 

“Answer.  1 decline  giving  any  answer  to  this 
interrogatory.” 

“48.  Have  you  been  concerned  in  speculations 
in  the  public  lands,  or  the  stock  of  banks  or  corpo- 
rations in  connexion  with  any  officer  or  officers  of 
the  government,  or  other  person  or  persons,  compa- 
ny or  companies,  bank  or  banks;  or  have  you  used 
your  influence  to  obtain  for  such  officer  or  officers, 
person  or  persons,  company  or  companies,  bank  or 
banks,  facilities,  loans,  accommodations,  &c.  at  any 
of  said  deposite  banks,  for  which  exercise  of  in- 
fluence you  have  been  compensated,  either  by  gift, 
present,  reward  or  participation  in  the  profits,  or 
expected  profits,  of  any  such  speculation? 

“Answer.  I decline  giving  any  answer  to  the  in- 
terrogatory.” 

“51.  Look  upon  the  list  of  deposite  banks,  now 
before  you,  say  whether  it  contains  the  names  of 
the  whole  number,  and  point  out  on  the  list  the 
banks  for  which  you  are  agent? 

“Answer.  I decline  giving  any  answer  to  the  in- 
terrogatory.” 

When  the  said  Whitney  first  appeared  before  the 
committee,  on  the  12th  day  of  January,  1837,  in 
obedience  to  its  summons,  he  requested  a week’s 
delay  to  prepare,  as  it  was  understood,  his  papers, 
&c.  called  for  in  the  subpana  duces  tecum;  the  re- 
quest for  that  purpose  was  considered  reasonable 
by  all  the  committee,  but  as  the  time  allowed  for 
the  correspondence  with  banks  remotely  situated 
from  the  seat  of  government  was  quite  limited,  it 
was  desirable  that  he  should  communicate  to  the 
committee  such  information  as  was  necessary  to 
enable  them,  without  delay,  to  commence  a cor- 
respondence with  the  deposite  banks;  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Peyton,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted: 

“ Resolved , That  the  witness  be  again  called  be- 
fore the  committee,  and  that  the  following  inter- 
rogatories be  propounded  to  him,  to  wit:  the  first, 
second,  third  and  fourth,  before  its  decision  on  the 
application  of  said  witness  for  a week’s  delay. 

“1st.  Have  all  or  any  of  the  deposite  banks,  to 
your  knowledge,  employed  an  agent  or  agents  to 
reside  at  the  seat  of  government  to  transact  their 
business  with  the  treasury  department?  If  so,  who 
is  the  said  agent  or  agents? 

“2d  What  are  the  number,  names,  location,  &c. 
of  the  banks  for  which  he  or  they  is  or  are  agent  or 
agents? 

“3d.  Have  such  agents  in  all  instances  carried 
on  their  correspondence  directly  with  the  officers 
of  said  banks,  as  well  before  as  since  the  commence- 
ment of  their  agency,  so  far  as  you  know? 

“4th.  State  the  names  of  the  officers,  as  wrnll  as 
the  offices  which  they  respectively  hold,  with  whom 
your  correspondence  has  been  carried  on  with  said 
banks  at  all  times. 

“Answer.  I am  not  prepared,  at  this  time,  to 
answer,  any  interrogatory  whatever,  touching  the 
subject  the  committee  is  investigating,  excepting 
such  as  are  clearly  and  positively  of  a public  na- 
ture, and  in  no  way  connected  with  private  affairs. 

“Answer  to  1st  interrogatory.  Considering  this 
interrogatorv  as  concerning  my  private  affairs,  I 
decline  at  this  time  giving  any  further  answer. 

“Answer  to  2d  interrogatory.  Beyond  what  con- 
cerns me  personally,  I have  no  knowledge. 

“Answer  to  3d  interrogatory.  The  same  as  to 
the  second. 

“Answer  to  4th  interrogatory.  The  same  as  to 
the  first.” 

To  enable  the  committee  to  understand  the  facts, 
and  form  a correct  judgment  whether  the  interroga- 
tory which  related  to  the  employment  of  an  agent 
by  the  deposite  banks  “to  transact  their  business 
with  the  treasury  department ” “concerned  the  pri- 


vate affairs”  of  the  witness,  the  following  interro- 
gatory was  propounded  by  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  committee.  (P.22.) 

“5th.  What  is  the  nature  and  character  of  the 
business  which  such  agent  as  has  been  referred  to 
in  the  question  to  witness  is  employed  to  transact 
with  such  banks;  what  relation  has  it  to  the  public 
money  in  the  treasury  or  deposite  banks;  and  was 
he  or  they  employed  at  the  instance,  by  the  request, 
or  with  the  consent  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
or  any  other  officer  of  that  department;  and  is  or  is 
not  the  business  and  correspondence  of  that  depart- 
ment with  the  deposite  banks  tarried  on  through 
said  agent  or  agents;  and  let  witness  further  state 
whether  the  agent  derives  his  pay  or  emoluments 
out  of  the  deposite  banks  or  the  treasury,  or  both? 

“Answer  to  5th  interrogatory.  Considering  all 
that  is  contained  in  this  of  a private  nature,  but  that 
part  as  to  “whether  the  agent  derives  his  pay  or 
emoluments  out  of  the  deposite  banks  or  treasury, 
or  both;”  and  that  I believe  the  whole  will  be  an- 
swered in  the  documents  which  I have  been  called 
upon  to  bring  before  the  committee,  when  they  are 
produced;  with  the  exception  of  that  part,  I decline 
at  this  time  giving  any  further  answer,  and  that  so 
far  as  regards  myself,  and  any  agency  of  mine  for 
any  of  the  deposite  banks,  the  only  compensation 
or  emolument  which  I derive,  or  ever  have  derived, 
has  been  paid  me  by  those  banks;  also,  that  I never 
have  received,  nor  do  I ever  expect  to  receive,  any 
pay,  compensation  or  emolument  whatever,  from 
the  public  treasury  for  such  agency.” 

Page  89  of  journal  of  committee  “Question  43. 
Did  you  or  did  you  not  write  one  or  more  letters  to 
the  deposite  bank  at  Philadelphia,  called  the  Moya- 
mensing  bank,  giving  certain  information  of  a pub- 
lic nature,  and  making  suggestions  of  a general  and 
public  nature,  bearing  upon  the  legislation  of  con- 
gress, among  other  things;  and,  in  conclusion,  did 
you  not  mark  said  letter  as  confidential,  and  inti- 
mate heavy  penalties  in  case  of  a disclosure?  State 
whether  you  have  ever  written  letters  of  that  cha- 
racter to  any  of  the  deposite  banks. 

“Answer.  I decline  giving  an  answer  to  this  in- 
terrogatory.” 

To  W.  D.  Lewis,  cashier  of  the  Girard  bank, 
page  228.  “Question  6.  Does  or  does  not  the  cor- 
respondence, copies  of  which  you  have  heretofore 
in  your  testimony,  and  still  deciine  to  lay  before  the 
committee,  between  yourself  as  cashier  of  the  Gi- 
rard bank  and  It.  M.  Whitney  as  agent  of  that 
bank,  relate  to  the  public  money  in  or  out  of  said 
bank,  its  use,  the  expected  use  of  the  same;  and 
state  further,  whether  the  said  correspondence  upon 
the  side  of  said  Whitney  is  marked  confidential, 
and  further,  whether  you  have  reason  to  apprehend 
injury  to  the  pecuniary  interest  of  said  bank,  if  you 
were  to  make  a disclosure  of  the  same. 

“Mr.  Pierce  objected  to  the  same,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 

“Aye — Mr.  Peyton. 

“Noes— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gil- 
lett,  Martin,  Hamer.” 

Page  238  of  the  journal  of  committee.  “Ques- 
tion 25.  Does  or  does  not  the  correspondence  to 
which  reference  has  been  made  relate  to  the  public 
money?  State  whether  It.  M.  Whitney  does  or 
does  not,  in  that  correspondence,  give  such  infor- 
mation, or  make  such  suggestions,  as  would  be  im- 
portant to  be  communicated  to  a bank,  or  indivi- 
dual, who  wished  to  use  the  public  money  for  pur- 
poposes  of  speculation?  Do  you  know  any  bank, 
person,  or  body  corporate  which  has  engaged  in 
speculation  in  consequence  thereof?  In  answering 
this  question  the  witness  is  required  only  to  de- 
scribe the  correspondence,  without  going  into  its 
contents. 

“Mr.  Gillett  objected  to  this  question;  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative. 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Peyton,  Wise,  Garland. 

“Noes — Messrs.  Gillett,  Hamer. 

“The  question  was  propounded  to  the  witness, 
who  replied  as  follows: 

“Answer.  To  the  latter  part  of  this  interrogato- 
ry, I reply  that  I have  no  knowledge  of  any  bank 
or  person’s  having  engaged  in  speculation  in  conse- 
quence of  information  derived  from  Mr.  Whitney, 
since  he  has  been  agent  for  the  banks.  Having  de- 
clined producing  my  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Whitney,  I decline  stating  any  part  of  its  contents, 
or  the  nature  of  it,  believing  that  no  power  exists, 
or  can  exist,  in  a committee  of  congress  to  require 
it.” 

Page  254,  journal  of  committee.  “Question  31. 
Has  or  has  not  Mr.  Whitney  expressed  to  you,  or 
to  any  other  person,  to  your  knowledge,  either  ver- 
bally orotherwise,  hisviews  or  course,  or  his  wishes, 
on  any  subject  connected  with  this  inquiry,  since  it 
was  agitated,  and  a committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate it  at  the  present  session  of  congress?  If 
yea,  state  the  purport  of  the  same. 


“Mr.  Pierce  objected  to  this  question,  and  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

“Ates — Messrs.  Peyton,  Garland. 

“Noes— Messrs.  Pierce,  Martin,  Gillett,  Fair- 
field.” 

Page  256,  journal  of  committee.  Mr.  Lewis 
speaks  of  the  letter'  and  correspondence  which  has 
passed  between  said  Whitney,  as  agent,  and  him- 
self, as  cashier,  of  the  Girard  bank,  as  follows: 

“They  are  not  my  property  lor  any  such  purpose, 
and  I have  therefore  no  privilege,  even  were  I so 
disposed,  to  permit  them  to  go  out  of  my  posses- 
sion, or  to  be  made  public.  Letters  of  this  charac- 
ter belong  rio  less  to  the  writer  than  to  the  person 
to  whom  they  are  addressed.  I hold  this  position 
to  be  sound,  and  accordant  with  the  dictates  both  of 
justice  and  honor.” 

The  house  will  see  the  insuperable  difficulties 
which  were  thrown  in  the  way  of  a full  investiga- 
tion of  this  subject,  by  the  strict  and  technical  con- 
struction given  to  the  resolution  of  the  house  by 
the  majority  of  the  committee,  by  the  obstinate  and 
pertinacious  refusal,  on  the  part  of  said  Whitney, 
to  respond  before  the  committee,  and  the  like  course 
adopted  by  those  officers  of  the  deposite  banks  who 
were  supposed  to  be  in  possession  of  the  most  im- 
portant information  on  the  subject,  while  acting,  as 
it  may  not  be  unjust  or  unreasonable  to  suppose, 
under  the  apprehension  of  injury  to  the  pecuniary 
interests  of  the  institutions  of  which  they  were  of- 
ficers, if  they  should  make  full  disclosure  of  what 
they  knew. 

Whether  the  inquiries  contained  in  the  above  in- 
terrogatories were  of  that  private  and  personal  cha- 
racter which  was  contended  for  by  the  witness, 
Whitney,  as  well  as  the  officers  of  some  of  the 
principal  banks  for  which  he  is  agent,  will  be  for 
the  house  to  determine. 

The  4th  and  5th  branches  of  the  resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives  will  be  considered  toge- 
ther; this  method  will  avoid  much  repetition  of  the 
evidence,  as  well  as  contribute  to  a more  distinct 
and  perfect  understanding  of  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject of  inquiry  before  the  committee.  They  are  as 
follows: 

“4th.  Was  such  agent,  or  agents,  employed  at 
the  request,  or  through  the  procurement,  of  the 
treasury  department? 

“5th.  Is  the  business  of  the  treasury  department 
with  the  said  banks  conducted  through  the  said 
agent!” 

If  the  treasury  department  did  procure  the  em- 
ployment of  said  agent,  it  would  be  an  encourage- 
ment to  the  banks  to  transact  their  business  with 
the  department  through  him  as  their  organ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  that  business  had  been  con- 
ducted through  said  agent,  and  that  too  under  the 
frank  of  the  department,  there  could  not  be  devised 
a better  method  than  this  to  procure  his  employ- 
ment by  the  banks. 

How  far  the  agent  has  transacted  the  business  of 
the  deposite  banks  with  the  treasury  department, 
and  whether  such  agent  has  been  employed  at  the 
request  or  through  the  procurement  of  the  treasury 
department,  the  minority  will  proceed  to  show  by 
the  evidence,  to  rely  upon  the  testimony  of  any' 
other  witness  chan  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
and  the  clerks  in  the  department;  but  inasmuch  as 
their  testimony  has  been  stated,  it  will  not  be  reca- 
pitulated. 

First.  Mr.  Woodbury  wrote,  and  placed  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Whitney,  the  letter  of  the  5th  No- 
vember, 1834,  which  letter  is  a recommendation  of 
the  most  imposing  character  in  favor  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, and  must  have  been  so  intended  by  the  writer 
of  the  same;  it  was  so  used  by  Mr.  Whitney,  and 
so  viewed  by  the  banks  before  whom  it  was  laid. 
It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  about  the  time  Mr. 
Whitney  obtained  the  letter  in  question  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  he  was  on  the  eve  of  his 
departure  for  the  northern  cities,  to  solicit  the  agen- 
cy which  he  obtained;  that  he  procured  another  re- 
commendation on  the  8th  November,  1834,  three 
days  after  the  date  of  the  secretary’s  letter,  written 
by  one  living  at  this  city,  high  in  the  confidence  of 
the  executive,  as  he,  Whitney,  himself,  says,  which 
letter  is  not  only  a strong  and  decided  recommenda- 
tion of  Whitney,  as  well  as  of  the  agency  to  be 
created,  but  the  writer  speaks  in  the  most  decided 
terms  of  approbation  of  both,  in  the  name  and  on 
behalf  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  and  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury.  These  two  letters,  writ- 
ten'so  near  to  each  other  in  point  of  time,  upon  the 
same  subject,  were  used  by  Whitney  as  letters  of 
recommendation  to  the  banks,  which  viewed  them 
in  the  same  light,  and  appointed  him  their  agent. 

Page  13,  journal  of  committee.  “9th.  In  answer 
to  the  next  inquiry,  whether  said  agent  has  been 
employed  at  the  request  or  by  the  procurement  of 
the  treasury  department,  I would  observe,  that  no 
such  request  has  been  made  since  I entered  on  the 
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duties  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  nor  have  I 
any  reason  to  believe  that  any  such  request  emanat- 
ed from  my  predecessors.  Neither  has  any  thing 
occurred,  to  my  knowledge,  which  could  be  con- 
strued, in  any  degree,  as  contributing  to  procure  his 
employment,  unless,  when  the  appointment  of  an 
agent  was,  in  1833,  voluntarily  proposed  by  several 
of  the  banks,  to  be  made  by  the  department,  it  de- 
clined to  make  one,  though  coinciding  in  the  opi- 
nion which  they  expressed,  that  one  might,  for  some 
of  the  purposes  mentioned  in  their  letter,  be  at  times 
found  very  beneficial  and  convenient  to  them.”  . 

It  will  be  perceived  that  Mr.  Woodbury  does  not 
controvert  the  facts  that  said  letter  did  contribute  to 
procuring  said  employment,  and  that  it  was  so  un- 
derstood and  intended  at  the  time.  As  to  the  effect 
produced  upon  the  officers  of  the  bank  before  whom 
it  was  laid,  see  the  following  answer  from  Mr.  W. 
D.  Lewis,  cashier  of  the  Girard  Bank: 

Page  239  of  journal  of  committee.  “27.  Was,  or 
was  not,  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
(Levi  Woodbury),  bearing  date  5th  Nov.  1834,  to 
R.  M.  Whitney,  laid  before  the  board  of  the  Girard 
hank  as  a recommendation  at  the  time  he  applied 
to  be  appointed  agent  of  said  bank?  Was,  or  was 
not,  that  the  onlyrietter  of  recommendation  which 
he  laid  before  that  bank?  and  state  whether  that  let- 
ter did,  or  did  not,  satisfy  the  board  that  the  said 
Whitney  was  acceptable  to  the  secretaiy  of  the 
treasury. 

“Mr.  Gillett  objected  to  the  question,  which  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Wise,  Peyton,  Garland. 

“Noes — Messrs.  Gillett,  Hamer.” 

The  question  was  answered  as  follows: 

“In  my  replies  to  the  printed  interrogatories,  1 
have  detailed  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  Whitney’s 
appointment,  and  submitted  a copy  of  Mr.  Wood- 
bury’s letter  referred  to.  Whether  that  was  con- 
sidered by  our  board  as  a letter  of  recommendation, 

I do  not  know.  As  to  the  Girard  bank,  no  recom- 
mendation of  Mr.  Whitney  was  necessary,  nor  was 
his  appointment  caused  by  that  letter.  For  myself, 

I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  satisfied  me 
that  Mr.  Whitney  would  be  acceptable  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  or  at  least  not  disagreeable 
to  him.” 

See,  also,  the  resolution  of  the  Moyamensing 
bank,  passed  on  the  1st  September,  1835,  in  which 
this  is  the  only  letter  of  recommendation  before  the 
bank.  The  resolution  speaks  of  Mr.  Whitney  as 
one  who  has  been  highly  recommended,  &c.  In  the 
resolution  of  the  Girard  bank,  passed  10th  Novem- 
ber, 1S34,  it  is  stated  substantially  that  Mr.  Whit- 
ney has  heretofore  communicated  information  which 
could  not  have  been  obtained  from  any  other  source, 
in  consideration  of  which,  it  appears,  he  was  paid 
one  year’s  salary  in  advance  of  his  employment — 
500  dollars. 

Page  111  of  journal  of  committee.  Question  to 
Richard  Ela,  a clerk  in  the  treasury  department: 

“10.  Do  you  know  of  any  application  made  by 
R.  M.  Whitney  to  any  officer  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment, either  for  a recommendation  to  be  em- 
ployed as  agent  for  any  deposite  bank,  or  for  any 
agency  or  office  in  that  department  connected  with 
the  deposite  banks? 

“Answer.  I do  not,  further  than  is  contained  in 
the  letter  of  the  secretary  to  him,  dated  in  Novem- 
ber, 1834,  appended  to  the  secretary’s  answer, 
which  I have  seen.” 

Page  243  of  journal  of  committee.  President  of 
the  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  bank,  Albany,  says: 

“The  services  rendered  by  our  corresponding 
agent  are,  in  giving  attention  to  our  interests  and 
communications,  furnishing  statements  concerning 
the  condition  of  the  deposite  banks,  of  the  currency 
and  exchanges,  with  the  operations  of  the  trea- 
sury, together  with  such  intelligence  as  he  may 
deem  to  be  of  public  importance  or  particular  in- 
terest to  us.” 

Nos/ 18  and  19,  he  says: 

“No  such  letter  or  circular  was  ever  received  by 
us  from  any  of  the  persons  referred  to,  nor  did  said 
persons,  or  any  of  them,  ever  intimate  a wish,  or 
make  a request,  either  by  letter,  circular,  or  other- 
wise, touching  the  appointment  by  us  of  an  agent. 
I beg  leave  to  state  that  I presume  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  has  been  fully  aware  of  the  existence 
and  character  of  the  agency  established  by  the 
banks;  and  that,  appreciating  its  importance,  he  has 
afforded  every  consistent  and  proper  facility  to  en- 
able the  agent  to  serve  the  banks  usefully  and  faith- 
fully.” 

Page  247  of  journal  of  committee.  Witness,  John 
Armstrong,  states: 

“Reuben  M.  Whitney  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty, 
which  he  owed  to  those  banks  that  had. employed 
him  as  their  agent,  to  give  them  the  earliest  notice 
of  the  course  that  would  be  pursued  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury.” 


Page  161  of  journal  of  committee.  The  following 
is  a preamble  and  resolution  adopted  by  the  bank  of 
America,  New  York,  November  21,  1834: 

“Whereas  the  opinion  has  been  entertained  and 
expressed  that  the  interest  of  this  bank,  and  the 
other  banks  in  this  city,  as  well  as  the  interest  of 
the  commercial  community,  may  be  promoted  by 
the  employment  of  a suitable  person,  resident  at 
Washington,  to  act  as  agent  for  the  three  deposite 
banks  in  this  city,  to  obtain  and  communicate  to 
them,  with  the  full  consent  and  approbation  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  seasonable  information,  from 
time  to  time,  on  the  following  points,  as  well  as 
other  general  or  particular  information  which  may 
be  useful  and  proper  to  communicate,  viz: 

“The  amount  of  revenue  receivable  at  N.  York 
for  a period  of  two  or  three  months  to  come. 

“The  amount,  or  probable  amount,  of  public  mo- 
ney to  be  disbursed  here,  or  the  amount  that  the 
three  deposite  banks  in  New  York  may  be  called 
upon  to  pay  for  that  purpose,  and  for  a like  period. 

“The  amount  of  public  money  that  they  may 
probably  be  required  to  transfer,  and  the  time  when, 
and  the  place  or  places  where,  the  transfers  are  to 
be  made. 

“ Therefore,  resolved,  That  the  president  and  ca- 
shier of  this  bank  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ised, in  co-operation  and  conjunction  with  the  two 
other  deposite  banks  of  this  city,  or  with  the  presi- 
dents and  cashiers  thereof,  to  appoint  such  person 
as  they  may  deem  suitable  and  proper  to  act  as 
agent  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  to  agree  to 
make  the  said  agent  suitable  compensation  for  his 
services;  provided  that  the  amount  to  be  paid  him, 
by  this  bank,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  six  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum.” 

The  president  of  the  bank  states: 

“And  the  subscribe]'  further  says,  that,  soon  after 
the  preamble  and  resolution,  as  above  recited,  were 
adopted  by  the  board,  R.  M.  Whitney  was  appoint- 
ed the  agent  in  conformity  therewith,  with  the  ex- 
ception only  that  the  compensation  to  be  allowed 
him,  by  the  bank  of  America,  was  agreed  to  be  one 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  as  was  understood  to 
be  allowed  by  the  two  other  deposite  banks,  in- 
stead of  six  hundred  dollare,  as  stated  in  the  reso- 
lution.” 

By  reference  to  the  correspondence  of  the  banks 
at  Burlington,  Vermont,  and  at  Detroit,  Michigan, 
to  which  the  particular  attention  of  the  house  is  so- 
licited, it  will  appear  that  Mr.  Whitney’s  employ- 
ment was  looked  upon  by  those  banks  as  a measure 
desirable  to  the  government,  and  one  which  was  ne- 
cessary on  their  part,  to  enable  them  to  co-operate 
in  carrying  out  the  great  measures  of  the  adminis- 
tration. It  will  further  appear,  that  the  business  of 
those  banks  with  the  department,  the  correspon- 
dence touching  financial,  fiscal  and  political  affairs, 
was  carried  on  with  Mr.  Whitney;  and  that  he  not 
only  exercised  the  power  of  procuring  for  them  the 
use  of  the  public  money,  but  gives  assurances  to 
the  Burlington  bank,  on  one  occasion,  that  it  shall 
have  as  much  money  as  it  can  hold,  (say  three- 
fourths  of  its  capital  stock),  from  some  time  in  the 
summer  of  1336  until  the  following  January.  It 
will  further  appear  that  the  Burlington  bank  so  used 
the  money  as  to  effect  political  changes,  as  it  is 
stated,  in  favor  of  the  administration,  and  urged  that 
as  a reason  why  that  bank  should  be  liberally  sup- 
plied with  the  public  deposites,  to  continue  like  po- 
litical influence  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1836. 

Page  12  of  journal  of  committee. — Mr.  Woodbu- 
ry’s answer,  part  of  5th.  “In  two  or  three  other 
cases,  and  those  only,  individual  stockholders  of 
banks  have  inquired  of  me,  verbally,  as  to  the  utili- 
ty of  employingsuch  an  agent.  In  those  casesthey 
were  informed  that  the  situation  and  business  of  the 
banks  in  which  they  were  interested  appeared  to  be 
so  small,  and  of  such  a local  character,  that  they 
were  not,  in  my  opinion,  likely  to  derive  any  very 
essential  benefit  from  the  employment  of  an  agent 
resident  here,  and  it  is  believed  that  they  never  have 
employed  one.” 

Page  34  of  journal  of  commiitee:— “Question  8. 
Is  Reuben  M.  Whitney  the  person  through  whom 
all  or  any  of  the  communications,  verbal  or  written, 
which  are  or  have  been  made  by  the  treasury  de- 
partment, or  by  you  personally,  to  the  banks  of  de- 
posite of  the  public  money,  of  which  he  is  agent, 
or  which  are,  or  have  been  made  by  said  banks  to 
said  department,  or  to  you  personally? 

“Answer.  In  reply  to  this  question,  if  properly 
understood  by  me,  I would  state  that  most  of  the 
communications  received  from  the  deposite  banks, 
or  made  to  them,  are  direct  between  them  and  the 
department,  though  occasionally  they  are  made 
through  Mr.  Whitney  in  behalf  of  some  of  them. 
I am  not  aware  of  any  letter  or  record,  from  or  to 
Mr.  Whitney  as  their  agent,  except  as  named  in  my 
report  of  the  11th  instant;  though  in  some  instances 


I think,  when  making  some  request  for  information 
in  their  behalf,  he  has  shown  to  me  letters,  or  held 
them  in  his  hand,  which  he  said  were  from  them. 

“When  the  application  in  their  behalf  has  been 
made  by  him  verbally,  and  no  letter  has  been  writ- 
ten by  them  to  the  department,  it  has  been  custo- 
mary to  make  to  him  a verbal  reply,  if  the  business 
was  of  little  importance.  But  if  it  was  considered 
of  much  magnitude,  a written  communication  has 
generally  been  sent  by  the  department  directly  to  the 
bank  concerned. 

“Other  persons,  as  remarked  in  my  report  to  the 
committee  on  the  11th  instant,  have  been  the  organ 
of  communicating  the  wishes  of  several  of  the  de- 
posite banks,  on  several  occasions,  and  in  a manner 
similar  to  that  above  described  as  to  Mr.  Whitney.” 

Same  page,  in  answer  to  9th  interrogatory,  he 
says: 

“All  the  communications  made  to  or  from  the 
department,  whether  directly  or  through  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, which  have  been  found  on  record,  &e.  are  be- 
lieved to  be  annexed  to  my  report,”  &c.  &c. 

Page  226,  William  D.  Lewis,  cashier  of  the  Gi- 
rard bank: 

“Question  1.  In  your  testimony  which  wa3  for- 
warded to  the  committee  heretofore,  it  is  stated  as 
follows,  to  wit:  ‘I  have  on  some  occasions,  in  my 
personal  correspondence  with  Mr.  Whitney,  availed 
myself  of  his  presence  at  Washington  to  make  in- 
formal inquiries  of  different  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  suggestions  relating  to  the  interest  of  the 
bank;  but  the  business  communications  of  the  bank 
with  the  treasury  department  have  been  direct  in  all 
cases.’  Were  the  inquiries  and  suggestions  above 
referred  to  of  a public  nature,  which  concerned  the 
bank  as  a fiscal  agent?  And  state  what  aid  the  said  . 
Whitney  rendered  in  and  about  the  same,  or  similar 
business,  at  any  time. 

“Answer.  They  related  no  further  to  the  bank 
as  a fiscal  agent  of  the  government  than  that,  if  the 
bank  had  not  been  a fiscal  agent,  the  inquiries  and 
suggestions  would  not  have  been  made,  and  could 
not  have  arisen.  I will  state  a case,”  &c. 

“Since  the  Girard  bank  has  been  a depository  of 
the  public  money,  great  efforts  have  been  made,  at 
different  times,  by  various  banks  in  Philadelphia,  to 
obtain  a portion  of  it.  I have,  on  one  or  more  of 
these  occasions,  informed  Mr.  Whitney,  and  re- 
quested him  to  make  it  known  to  the  treasury  de- 
partment, that  if  other  depositories  were  appointed 
in  Philadelphia,  the  amount  of  the  public  money 
left  with  us  might  not  remunerate  the  bank  for  the 
labor  and  responsibilities  of  the  duties  it  had  en- 
gaged to  perform  for  the  government.  He  made 
the  suggestions;  but  I am  not  aware  that  the  bank 
received  any  aid  from  him,”  &c. 

Page  S7,  journal  of  committee.  “Question  32. 
Have  you  ever  used  the  following  language  iri  any 
of  your  circular  letters  or  instructions  to  any  of  the 
public  officers,  to  wit:  ‘I  have  forwarded  a copy  of 
this  to  each  of  the  public  receivers,  and  have  no 
doubt  that  they  will  act  with  such  fairness  that  no 
injustice  will  be  done  to  any  one  of  the  deposite 
banks.  Should  it  ever  be  otherwise,  and  any  one 
of  the  banks  have  cause  to  feel  aggrieved,  I am  au- 
thorised by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  say  that 
he  will  take  the  most  prompt  measures  to  remove 
any  just  cause  of  complaint?’  If  yea,  state  whe- 
ther you  had  received  any  such  authority  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury. 

“Answer.  I refer  the  committee  to  my  printed 
letter  of  the  29th  of  August,  1835,  (see  appendix 
I 2),  in  which  will  be  found  the  paragraph  quoted 
in  this  interrogatory. 

“In  effecting  the  arrangements  informed  of  in 
that  letter,  a fear  was  expressed  by  some  of  the 
banks  that  the  banks  and  receivers  might  not  act  in 
perfect  fairness  with  each  other,  and  that  some  of 
the  banks  might  be  subject  to  impositions  under  the 
arrangements  they  entered  into.  I communicated 
the  same  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  who, 
viewing,  as  I believed,  the  arrangement  an  impor- 
tant one  for  the  community,  and  for  the  purpose,  as 
I supposed,  of  inspiring  the  banks  with  confidence 
that  they  would  not  be  imposed  upon,  told  me  I 
might  communicate  to  them  the  substance  of  what 
is  contained  in  the  concluding  part  of  the  quotation, 
though  probably  in  other  words.” 

“Question  35.  In  forwarding  to  the  public  offi- 
cers, and  to  the  deposite  banks,  the  before-men- 
tioned circulars,  or  making  any  other  communica- 
tions to  them,  have  you  at  any  time  used  the  frank 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  or  any  other  officer 
of  that  department?  If  yea,  state  if  it  has  been 
your  habit  to  do  so. 

“Answer.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  frank- 
ed, or  authorised  to  be  franked,  two  or  three  of  the 
circulars  furnished  to  the  commiitee,  marked  A, 
one  of  each  of  which  was  forwarded  to  manjr,  if  not 
all,  of  the  deposite  banks,  and  of  one  of  them  a co- 
py was  sent  to  each  of  the  receivers,  also  franked 
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by  him.  Also  tables  showing  the  condition  of  the 
deposite  banks,  which  I have  occasionally  prepared, 
the  character  of  which  was,  in  all  cases,  made 
known  to  him,  or  the  papers  themselves  being  first 
shown  to  him.  Beyond  these  I do  not  recollect 
that  he  has  ever  franked,  or  authorised  to  be  frank- 
ed, any  communications  to  the  banks,  or  to  any 
other  person  whatever,  of  mine.” 

The  minority  would  particularly  refer  to  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  from  the  testimony  of  thehon.  Levi 
Woodbury,  to  prove — 

1st.  That  there  is  an  agent  employed  by  some  of 
the  deposite  banks  to  transact  their  business  with  the 
treasury  department. 

2d.  What  the  description  of  that  business  is. 

3d.  That  correspondence,  containing  claims,  re- 
quests and  complaints,  and  matters  of  strict  busi- 
ness, has  been  conducted  through  this  agent  from 
some  of  the  deposits  banks  with  the  treasury  de- 
partment; that  arguments  are  made  by  him  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  which  caused  the  secreta- 
ry to  examine  important  subjects  critically;  and 
that  this  agent  lias  had  authority  conferred  upon 
him  by  some  of  said  banks,  under  which  he  acted, 
and  declined  to  act,  which  authority  was  known  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  and  that  the  secretary 
communicated  answers  through  this  agent  to  the 
banks. 

“S.  ‘The  names  of  the  banks  employing  said 
agent’  are,  with  the  few  exceptions  before  alluded 
to,  unknown  to  me  except  by  rumor. 

“Besides  the  Planters’  bank  at  Natchez  and  the 
Commercial  bank  at  Cincinnati,  copies  of  whose 
correspondence  have  already  been  furnished,  I think 
that  in  one  or  two  cases  of  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  claims  made  by  the  banks  through  their  agent,  and 
in  those  alone,  a written  communication  was  shown 
to  me  by  him  concerning  the  authority  confided  by 
them. 

“But  the  final  question  in  those  cases  not  having 
been  one  a3  to  competent  authority  on  the  part  of 
the  agent  to  do  any  official  act  in  their  behalf,  but 
as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  reasons  in  favor  of  the 
claims  or  requests  made  by  him,  and  which  are  be- 
lieved not  to  have  been  acceded  to,  it  did  not  be- 
come necessary  to  ask  the  evidence  of  his  authority 
to  be  filed;  and  no  names  are  recollected  beyond 
those  above  stated,  except  the  Commercial  bank  at 
New  Orleans.” 

“44.  In  the  cases  alluded  to  in  your  report  of  the 
11th  instant,  where  the  Planters’  bank,  Natchez, 
and  the  Commercial  bank,  Cincinnati,  confided  au- 
thority upon  said  Whitney,  as  shown  to  you  in  a 
written  communication,  what  was  that  authority, 
what  were  the  claims  or  requests  made  by  him, 
what  was  the  case  of  the  Commercial  bank  at  New 
Orleans? 

“Mr.  Gillett  objected  to  this  question,  which  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Wise,  John- 
son, Hamer,  Martin,  Peyton,  Fairfield. 

“No— Mr.  Gillett. 

“Answer.  The  cases  referred  to  in  my  report  of 
the  11th  instant,  where  differences  of  opinion  oc- 
curred, and  an  authority  was  produced,  but  not  found 
necessary  to  be  filed,  were  those  of  the  Commercial 
bank  at  Cincinnati,  and  the  Commercial  bank  at 
New  Orleans.  I mentioned  the  Planters’  bank  only 
as  one  in  which  a general  notice  had  been  given, 
and  was  on  file,  as  to  his  agency,  and  a copy  of 
which  was  annexed.  The  particular  case  of  the 
Commercial  bank  at  Cincinnati  was,  so  far  as  I re- 
collect, a letter  which  he  held  in  his  hand  and 
read,  wishing  him  to  request  the  department  to  change 
the  place  to  which  some  of  the  transfers  outstanding 
against  it  were  to  be  made,  such  as  from  other  parts 
of  Ohio,  or  Kentucky,  or  New  Orleans,  or  Phila- 
delphia; and  stating  the  reasons  for  the  request  to  be, 
that  the  banks  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky  would  pro- 
bably demand  specie  or  be  less  accommodating  as 
to  the  payments  than  those  at  a distance.  I think 
it  stated  further,  that  an  extension  of  some  of  the 
transfers  was  desirable,  if  the  department  could  con- 
veniently grant  it,  and  complained  that  the  time 
already  allowed  was  too  short.  The  agent  also 
urged  both  these  requests,  assigning  similar  reasons, 
and  that  the  time  granted  in  several  cases  was  less 
than  that  formerly  allowed,  under  like  circum- 
stances, to  the  United  States  bank  to  make  trans- 
fers. I declined  to  change  the  places  from  Ohio 
and  Kentucky,  as  requested,  because,  under  the 
late  deposite  law,  I felt  bound  to  confine  to  the 
neighborhood  those  particular  transfers,  till  about 
money  enough  was  placed  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky 
to  meet  their  share  of  the  anticipated  division  of 
the  surplus  and  the  current  expenditures,  ratherthan 
send  it  to  a distance;  but  the  time  for  some  of  the 
transfers,  which  seemed  too  short,  I proposed  to  ex- 
tend as  long  as  seemed  to  me  proper.  He,  however, 
declined  taking  such  extension  in  behalf  of  the  bank, 
unless  I could  make  it  longer,  thinking  it  would 


not  be  useful  so  little  extended;  and,  therefore,  I 
wrote  to  the  bank  itself  what  bad  been  proposed 
to  him  and  his  declining  it,  and  that  1 should,  not- 
withstanding, give  the  extension  which  to  me  seem- 
ed suitable,  and  the  bank,  if  not  accepting  it,  might 
pay  the  money  over  at  the  time  originally  fixed.  In 
respect  to  the  commercial  bank  at  N.  Orleans,  the  ap- 
plication by  the  agent  was,  according  to  my  recollec- 
tion, with  a letter,  setting  out  that  the  department  had, 
by  transfers  and  warrants,  drawn  out,  or  proposed  to 
draw  out,  all  or  nearly  all  the  public  money  in  its 
possession,  and  wishing  him  to  request  it  to  revoke 
some  of  the  transfers,  and  possibly  to  postpone  some 
to  a much  later  day  if  none  could  be  revoked.  I in- 
formed him  that  the  bank  must  be  in  an  error,  as, 
before  signing  a transfer  or  sending  one,  I was  al- 
ways careful  to  see  that  it  would  not  reduce  a bank 
too  low.  1 sent  for  the  clerk  who  had  charge  of 
the  subject,  and  examined  into  it  critically,  and  de- 
clined to  revoke  any  of  them,  as  I felt  satisfied  that 
the  bank  and  its  agent  considered  the  money  the 
bank  bad  been  notified  it  would  probably  be  called 
on  to  pay  the  state  of  Louisiana  during  1837,  but  for 
which  no  transfers  had  then  been  issued,  and  which 
I told  him  would  not  be  issued  when  the  time  of 
payment  arrived,  provided  the  bank  should,  before 
that  time,  be  drawn  down  too  low.  I informed  him, 
also,  that  the  bank  had,  by  mistake,  included  one 
transfer,  in  order  to  make  out  its  case,  which  had 
never  been  issued,  according  to  our  records;  and 
hence  I could  not  revoke  any  that  had  been  issued. 
He  seemed  to  be  satisfied  that  the  bank  was  right. 
Whether  any  extensions  of  time  were  given  in  this 
case  I do  not  remember,  but  know  that  none  were 
given  beyond  the  period  of  the  quarterly  payments 
to  the  states,  for  which  purpose  these  transfers  had 
been  seasonably  ordered.” 

“8.  Is  Reuben  M.  Whitney  the  person  through 
whom  all  or  any  of  the  communications,  verbal  or 
written,  which  are  or  have  been  made  by  the  trea- 
sury department,  or  by  you  personally,  to  the  banks 
of  deposite  of  the  public  money  of  which  he  is 
agent,  or  which  are  or  have  been  made  by  said 
banks  to  said  department,  or  to  j'ou  personally. 

“Answer.  In  reply  to  this  question,  if  properly 
understood  by  me,  I would  state  that  most  of  the 
communications  received  from  the  deposite  banks, 
or  made  to  them,  are  direct  between  them  and  the 
department,  though  occasionally  they  are  made 
through  Mr.  Whitney  in  behalf  of  some  of  them. 
I am  not  aware  of  any  letter  on  record,  from  or  to 
Mr.  Whitney  as  their  agent,  except  as  named  in 
my  report  of  the  11th  instant;  though  in  some  in- 
stances, I think,  when  making  some  request  for 
information  in  their  behalf,  he  has  shown  to  me 
letters,  or  held  them  in  his  hand,  which  he  said 
were  from  them. 

“When  the  application  in  their  behalf  has  been 
made  by  him  verbally,  and  no  letter  has  been  writ- 
ten by  them  to  the  department,  it  has  been  custo- 
mary to  make  to  him  a verbal  reply,  if  the  business 
was  of  little  importance.  But  if  it  was  considered  of 
much  magnitude,  a written  communication  has  ge- 
nerally been  sent  by  the  department  directly  to  the 
bank  concerned. 

“Other  persons,  as  remarked  in  my  report  to 
the  committee  on  the  11th  instant,  have  been  the 
organ  of  communicating  the  wishes  of  several  of 
the  deposite  banks  on  several  occasions,  and  in  a 
manner  similar  to  that  above  described  as  to  Mr. 
Whitney.” 

“9.  Are  most  or  ill  of  the  communications  re- 
ceived by  you  or  the  department  from  the  deposite 
banks,  or  made  to  them  by  you  or  the  department, 
directly  or  through  Mr.  Whitney,  contained  in  your 
communication  of  the  11th  instant  to  this  com- 
mittee? if  not,  where  and  what  are  they? 

“Mr.  Gillett  objected  1o  its  being  propounded. 
On  the  question,  shall  the  interrogatory  be  pro- 
pounded? it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  as  fol- 
lows: 

“Ayes— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Wise, 
Johnson,  Hamer,  Martin,  Peyton. 

“No— Mr.  Gillett. 

“The  question  being  propounded  to  the  witness, 
he  returned  the  following  answer? 

“All  the  communications  made  to  or  from  the 
department,  whether  directly  or  through  Mx.  Whit- 
ney, which  have  been  found  on  record  or  on  file,  and 
which  relate  to  his  appointment  or  compensation  as 
agent,  are  believed  to  be  annexed  to  my  report  to 
the  committee  on  the  lift  instant. 

“But  there  are  numerous  other  communications 
on  other  subjects  with  the  deposite  banks,  relating 
to  their  duties  and  requests,  k.c.  both  to  and  from 
them,  and  which  probably  fill  several  volumes,  and 
are  now  at  the  department.” 

As  to  the  sixth  and  last  subject  of  inquiry  con- 
tained in  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, viz:  “Does  said  agent  receive  any  compensa- 
tion from  the  treasury  department?”  the  minority 


are  of  opinion,  froiq  the  evidence,  that  although  he 
does  not  receive  directly  any  pay  or  emolument 
from  the  treasury  department,  yet  it  is  manifest 
that  the  banks,  who  are  depositories  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  and  which  have  thereby  become  prac- 
tically the  treasury  of  the  government,  would  not 
have  employed  and  paid  said  agent,  if  they  were 
not  depositories  of  the  public  money. 

Page  238  of  the  journal  of  the  committee — Ques- 
tion to  W.  D.  Lewis,  cashier  of  the  Girard  bank: 

“Question  22.  Would  the  Girard  bank  have  any 
use  for  the  agency  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  such  as 
said  agency  is  now  constituted,  if  said  bank  were 
not  a deposite  bank? 

“Mr.  Gillett  objected  to  this  question,  which  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Peyton,  Wise,  Garland. 

“Noes — Messrs.  Gillett,  Hamer. 

“The  question  was  propounded  to  the  witness 
who  replied  as  follows: 

“Answer.  I think  not.” 

The  minority  of  the  committee  respectfully  sug- 
gest for  the  consideration  of  the  house  in  future, 
if  it  should  think  proper,  to  resume  the  considera- 
tion of  this  subject,  when  more  time  can  be  granted 
for  such  an  investigation,  which  will  require  the 
whole  of  a long  session  of  congress  instead  of  the 
short  and  inadequate  period  which  has  been  allowed 
to  this  committee. 

It  was  not  until  the  20th  day  of  January  that  the 
committee  adopted  a resolution  calling  upon  the 
officers  of  the  deposite  banks,  and  receivers  of  the 
public  money,  to  forward  to  the  committee  such 
evidence  as  might  be  in  their  possesion;  and  it  was 
determined  on  the  18th  day  of  February  that  the 
committee  would  take  no  additional  testimony  after 
that  day,  circumscribing  the  whole  investigation 
within  the  time  of  twenty-nine  days.  And  the  com- 
mittee are  hurried  on  to  make  their  report  before 
any  answer  or  communication  has  been  received 
from  many  sources,  from  which  important  evidence 
was  expected  to  be  received. 

That  there  is  much  important  evidence  which 
the  committee  have  been  unable  to  obtain,  for  want 
oftime,  will  in  some  measure  appear  by  the  follow- 
ing extracts  taken  from  letters  received  by  a mem- 
ber of  the  committee  from  gentlemen  of  the  first 
intelligence  and  standing. . 

First,  from  a gentleman  in  Philadelphia,  stating 
that  Mr.  Van  Wyck,  cashier  of  the  Union  bank, 
which  is  a depository  of  the  public  money  at  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee,  said  in  Philadelphia  that  when  he 
visited  Washington,  on  business  connected  with 
the  deposite  bank  of  which  he  is  an  officer,  he 
called  upon  Mr.  Whitney,  laid  his  business  before 
him,  together  with  a check  or  bill  for  one  thousand 
dollars,  and  on  the  next  day  he  was  informed  by 
Mr.  Whitney  that  the  favors  or  accommodations 
which  he  sought  were  granted. 

About  the  time  this  letter  was  received,  on  the 
morning  of  the  28th  of  January,  the  witness,  R. 
M.  Whitney,  returned  before  the  committee  to  file 
certain  letters  to  which  reference  had  been  made 
by  him  at  a previous  examination,  and  the  follow- 
ing questions  were  propounded  to  him  by  Mr.  Pey- 
ton. (See  page  103  of  the  journal  of  the  com- 
mittee.) 

“Question  2.  Did  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  ■ 
introduce  to  you  John  Tillson,  jr.  when  he  came  to 
Washington  on  the  business  of  obtaining  a deposite 
of  the  public  money  in  the  bank  of  Illinois,  called 
the  state  hank,  of  which  he  was  a director,  and  re- 
fer him  to  you  on  that  subject? 

“Answer.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  did  not 
introduce  Mr.  Tillson  to  me,  nor  to  my  knowledge 
was  he  ever  referred  to  me  by  that  officer.  As 
well  as  I now  recollect,  Mr.  Tillson  was  introduced 
to  me  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Cincinnati,  at  the  time 
he  presented  the  letter  from  J.  D.  Beers. 

“Question  3.  When  Mr.  Van  Wyck,  cashier  of 
one  of  the  deposite  hanks  at  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
came  to  this  city  some  time  since  on  business  con- 
nected with  the  said  deposite  bank,  did  he  lay  his 
business  before  you,  together  with  a bill  or  check 
for  one  thousand  dollars,  or  any  other  sum  of  mo- 
ney? State  fully  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  of 
this  transaction. 

“Answer.  I decline  answering  this  interrogato- 
ry.” 

The  witness  having  declined  answering  the  in- 
terrogatory, Mr.  Peyton,  on  the  evening  of  the 
same  day,  proposed  that  several  interrogatories 
should  be  propounded  to  Mr.  Van  Wick,  and  for- 
warded without  delay  to  the  commissioners  at  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee,  and,  pending  this  motion,  Mr. 
Gillett  moved  that  the  committee  should  adjourn, 
which,  being  negatived,  the  vote  was  taken  on  the 
proposed  interrogatories  to  Mr.  Van  Wyck,  as  fol- 
lows: 

“Ayes— Messrs.  Garland,  Wise,  Johnson,  Ha- 
mer, Martin,  Peyton. 
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“Noes — Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillett.” 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  letter  dated 
Nashville,  February  9,  1837,  to  a member  of  the 
committee,  from  a gentleman  in  that  city: 

“It  is  peculiarly  unfortunate  that  Van  Wyck  left 
this  for  New  Orleans  about  the  15th  of  January. — 

He  stated  the  same  here  to and  others,  that  he 

did  in  Philadelphia,  and  were  it  possible  to  get  his 
testimony,  it  would  be  a clincher,”  &c. 

From  a gentleman  in  Cincinnati: 

“I  am  under  subpoena  to  testify  in  the  Whitney 
inquiries.  My  information  is  hearsay  only.  The 
questions,  as  propounded,  are  not  calculated  to  eli- 
cit facts  and  motives  as  they  exist  in  the  deposite 
banks  here.  Under  the  present  questions,  nothing 
will  be  obtained,”  &c. 

On  the  protest  of  the  said  Whitney,  the  minority 
will  forbear  to  make  any  further  comment  than  to 
remark,  that  the  learned  counsel,  who  drew  up  that 
protest,  in  which  they  portray  and  defend  in  such 
eloquent  terms  the  sanctity  of  private  rights,  appear 
to  have  overlooked  the  point  upon  which  the  whole 
argument  turns,  to  wit:  that  It.  M.  Whitney’s  agen- 
cy, in  transacting  the  business  between  the  depo- 
site banks  and  the  treasury,  and  which  gives  him 
the  control  of  the  public  money,  is  not  a private 
and  individual,  but  a public  and  official  employment. 

The  minority  would  earnestly  call  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  the  position  assumed  in  the  protest 
of  said  Whitney,  as  well  as  by  several  of  the  depo- 
site banks,  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  alone 
has  the  right  of  examining,  either  by  himself,  or  by 
bis  agent,  into  the  condition  of  the  deposite  banks, 
and  safety  of  the  public  money,  but  that  congress 
has  no  right  whatever  to  exercise  a visitorial  or  su- 
pervising power  over  the  banks  which  are  deposito- 
ries of  the  public  money  in  any  case  whatever. 

To  illustrate  the  absurdity  of  this  position,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  suppose  a case  in  which  a secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  either  from  want  of  capacity 
or  integrity,  should  give  up  his  control,  and  permit 
the  treasure  of  the  nation  to  be  squandered  or  di- 
vided out  as  legitimate  spoils  between  the  fiscal 
agents  of  the  go/ernment  and  their  secret  and  con- 
fidential agent.  In  such  a case  as  this,  has  not  con- 
gress the  power  to  interpose  and  rescue  the  trea- 
sure of  the  country? 

In  the  conclusion  of  the  protest  of  the  witness, 
(R.  M.  Whitney),  he  introduces  the  subject  of  his 
character,  his  conduct  during  the  late  war,  and  his 
examination  before  a committee  appointed  to  ex- 
amine into  the  affairs  of  the  United  States  bank  in 
1832.  (See  page  79  of  journal.)  He  says:  . 

“I  went  to  Canada  as  a clerk:  I afterwards  be- 
came engaged  in  business  on  my  own  account. — 
When  the  war  broke  out  I had  a great  deal  of  mo- 
ney scattered  about  in  that  country,  having  sold 
much  on  credit,  all  of  which  I should  have  sacrific- 
ed by  leaving  it,  when  the  war  was  declared.  I re- 
mained, therefore,  having  the  permission  of  the 
British  government  to  do  so.  I took  an  oath  to 
obey  the  laws  of  the  country  while  I remained 
there.” 

The  witness  having  thus  voluntarily  made  an  is- 
sue as  to  his  character  and  conduct,  the  minority 
will  submit  a brief  statement  of  the  facts  without 
comment. 

In  the  minority  report  of  the  bank  committee,  at 
page  307,  it  is  stated: 

“There  was  one  occurrence  during  the  transac- 
tions of  Thomas  Biddle  & Co.  with  the  bank  which 
merits  particular  notice. 

“An  informer  and  witness  by  the  name  of  Whit- 
ney, who  had  formerly  been  a director  of  the  bank, 
was  produced,  who  declared,  upon  oath,  that  in 
May,  1834,  two  of  the  cashiers  of  the  bank  had  in- 
formed him  that  Thomas  Biddle  & Co.  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  drawing  money  out  of  the  bank  on  a 
deposite  of  stock  in  the  teller’s  drawer,  without  pay- 
ing interest , and  that  the  president  of  the  bank  has 
discounted  two  notes,  one  for  Thomas  Biddle  & Co. 
and  one  for  Charles  Biddle,  without  the  authority  of 
the  directors.  This  witness  stated  that  he  went 
with  these  officers  of  the  bank,  and  examined  the 
teller’s  drawer  and  the  discount  book,  and  found 
the  facts  which  had  been  stated  to  him  verified  by 
the  examination.  He  also  stated,  to  give  addition- 
al certainty  to  his  averments,  that  he  made  a memo- 
randum at  the  time,  with  the  dates  of  the  transac- 
actions,  which  memorandum  he  produced  to  the 
committee.  Having  thus  unalterably  fixed  the  date 
of  the  transaction,  as  if  by  some  fatality  he  went 
on  to  say  that  he  immediately  proceeded  into  the 
room  of  Mr.  Biddle,  the  president,  and  remonstrat- 
ed with  him  against  the  irregular  proceedings,  and 
that  Mr.  Biddle  promised  him  that  they  should  not 
occur  again. 

“In  the  interval  between  the  adjournment  of  the 
committee  that  day,  and  its  meeting  the  next,  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  suggested  to  Mr. 
Biddle  that  he  was,  about  the  time  of  this  alleged 


transaction,  in  the  city  of  Washington.  On  exam- 
ining the  journal  of  the  board,  and  the  letter-book, 
it  was  found,  by  entries  and  letters,  that  for  several 
days  previous  to  the  alleged  interview  between  the 
president  and  Whitney,  and  for  several  days  after- 
wards, the  president  was  absent  on  a visit  to  this 
city,  on  business  of  the  bank,  and  general  Cadwa- 
lader  was  acting  as  president,  in  his  place.  Thus 
was  this  artfully  devised  story,  which  was  intended 
to  blast  the  reputation  of  a high-minded  and  honora- 
ble man,  through  one  of  those  extraordinary  inter- 
positions by  which  Providence  sometimes  con- 
founds the  contrivances  of  the  wicked,  made  to  re- 
coil upon  the  head  of  its  inventor,  who  must  for- 
ever stand  forth  as  a blasted  monument  of  the  spee- 
dy and  retributive  justice  of  heaven.” 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopt- 
ed by  the  committee,  a majority  of  whom  were  the 
political  friends  of  said  Whitney,  and  three  of  that 
majority,  to  wit:  Messrs.  F.  Thomas,  of  Maryland, 
C.  C.  Cambreleng,  of  N.  York,  and  -col.  R.  M. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  are  now  members  of  the 
house  of  representatives: 

“ Resolved , That  the  charges  brought  against  the 
president  of  lending  money  to  Mr.  Thomas  Biddle 
& Co.  without  interest,  and  of  discounting  notes 
for  that  house,  and  for  Charles  Biddle,  without  the 
sanction  of  the  directors,  are  without  foundation; 
and  that  there  does  not  exist  any  ground  for  charg- 
ing the  president  with  having  shown,  or  manifested 
any  disposition  to  show,  any  partiality  to  those  in- 
dividuals, in  their  transactions'with  the  bank.” 

The  following  questions  were  propounded  to  said 
Whitney,  when  examined  before  that  committee  in 
1832: 

“Question  by  Mr.  Watmough.  How  long  have 
you  been  a resident  of  this  country? 

“Answer.  I was  born  in  this  country. 

“Question  by  same.  Were  you  not  a resident  of 
Canada  during  the  late  war? 

“Answer.  I resided  there  from  1808  to  the  spring 
of  1816,  when  I removed  to  this  city. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Adams.  In  what  place  in  Ca- 
nada did  you  reside  during  the  late  war? 

“Answer.  In  Montreal.  I went  to  Canada  as  a 
clerk.  I afterwards  became  engaged  in  business 
on  my  own  account.  When  the  war  broke  out,  I 
had  a great  deal  of  money  scattered  about  in  that 
country,  having  sold  much  on  credit,  all  of  which  I 
should  have  sacrificed  by  leaving  it  when  war  was 
declared.  I remained,  therefore,  having  the  per- 
mission of  the  government  to  do  so. 

“Question  by  same.  Did  you  ever  ask  permis- 
sion of  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  re- 
main there? 

“Answer.  I never  did. 

“Question  by  same.  On  what  conditions  did  the 
British  government  permit  you  to  remain  in  Cana- 
da during  the  war? 

“Answer.  I took  an  oath  to  observe  the  law3  of 
the  country  while  I remained  there. 

“Question  by  same.  Did  you  understand  that  to 
be  an  oath  of  allegiance? 

“Answer.  No;  I did  not , permanently. " 

The  committee  adopted  the  following  as  the  29th 
interrogatory: 

“At  the  time  he  [Whitney]  was  so  designated, 
w’ere  you  acquainted  with  him  personally;  and  was 
he  favorably  known  to  you,  either  for  capacity  or 
integrity? 

“To  this  interrogatory,  some  of  the  officers  of  the 
bank  responded  favorably  to  said  Whitney.  And 
one  of  them,  (Philip  Riley),  a director  in  the  Moya- 
mensing  bank  of  Philadelphia,  responded  unfavora- 
bly to  his  character.” 

The  following  interrogatory  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  Peyton  to  be  put  to  chief  justice  Taney,  (page 
146): 

“Question  5.  At  that  time,  was  Mr.  Whitney 
known  to  you?  If  yea,  was  he  favorably  known  to 
you  for  capacity,  us  well  as  integrity? 

Mr.  Gillett  objected  to  this  question;  which  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Garland,  Wise,  Peyton. 

Noes — Messrs.  Fairfield,  Gillett,  Hamer,  Mar- 
tin.” 

And  the  question  was  not  propounded  to  Mr. 
Taney,  notwithstanding  it  had  been  to  other  wit- 
nesses. 

Page  61,  question  48:  To  Mr.  Woodbury: 

“Do  you  know  Reuben  M.  Whitney’s  general 
character  for  truth  and  veracity;  and  would  you  be- 
lieve him  on  oath  when  strongly  tempted  to  swear 
falsely? 

“Mr.  Hamer  objected  to  this  question;  and  it  was 
rejected.” 

Questions  of  a like  nature,  embracing  the  gene- 
ral character  for  honesty  and  veracity,  were  pro- 
pounded to  many  other  witnesses  and  rejected. 

The  following  questions  were  propounded  to 
Win.  D.  Lewis,  cashier  of  the  Girard  bank: 


Page  223,  question  7.  “In  your  last  answer  you 
say  that,  so  far  as  your  personal  knowledge  extends 
of  Mr.  Whitney,  it  is  favorable  to  his  character  for 
capacity  and  integrity.  Will  you  be  good  enough 
to  say  how  far  your- personal  knowledge  does  ex- 
tend? Do  you  know  it.  M.  Whitney’s  general  cha- 
racter as  an  honest,  trustworthy  man?  If  yea,  is  that 
general  character  good  or  bad? 

‘[Mr.  Gillett  objected  to  this  question;  which  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote: 

“Ay — Mr.  Peyton. 

“Noes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Gillett,  Fair- 
field,  Martin. 

“Question  8.  Are  you,  or  are  you  not,  acquaint- 
ed with  the  general  moral  character  of  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney? 

“Mr.  Gillett  objected  to  this  question;  which  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote: 

“Ay — Mr.  Peyton. 

“Noes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gil- 
lett, Martin. 

“Question  9.  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  know,  from 
information  of  a general  nature,  that  said  Whitney 
was  one  of  the  British  commissaries  during  the 
late  war  in  Canada?  Has  he  not  the  reputation  of 
having  been  the  keeper  of  a gambling  house  or  faro 
bank  in  Philadelphia,  since  he  returned  to  the  Unit- 
ed States?  Has  he  not  been  guilty  of  many  disho- 
nest practices  to  defraud  his  creditors;  and  is  he 
not  notoriously  a bankrupt,  and  at  this  time  living 
in  luxury  and  splendor  in  the  prison-bounds  of  this 
city? 

“Mr.  Gillett  objected  to  this  question;  which  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote: 

“Ay — Mr.  Peyton. 

“Noes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gil- 
lett, Martin. 

For  further  evidence  of  the  character  of  said 
Whitney  for  veracity  and  integrity,  reference  is 
made  to  the  evidence  and  letters  of  chief  justice 
Taney  and  other  witnesses,  and  papers  herewith 
reported  to  the  house.  For  the  fact  that  he  is  a 
bankrupt,  now  in  the  prison-bounds  of  this  city, 
with  judgments  against  him  for  damages  to  the 
amount  of  ninety-five  thousand  and  twenty-one 
dollars,  ($95,021),  with  suits  now'  pending  to  the 
amount  of  $5,700  in  the  court  of  this  District  against 
him,  reference  is  made  to  the  extracts  from  the  re- 
cord herewith  filed,  (exhibit  W.)  For  the  fact  that 
he  has  been  guilty  of  dishonest  practices  to  defraud 
his  creditors,  reference  is  made  to  the  examination 
of  R.  S.  Coxe,  esq.  the  attorney  who  has  had  the  ma- 
nagement of  many  claims  against  him. 

The  minority  of  the  committee  cannot  conclude 
their  report  without  calling  particular  attention  to 
the  fact  that  after  said  Whitney  was  discharged  from 
his  examination  before  the  committee,  the  anony- 
mous letter  of  the  8th  November,  1834,  which  was 
enclosed  by  him  as  a recommendation  of  himself  to 
the  bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  of  which  he  says: 
“I  herewith  enclose  you  a letter  written  by  one  liv- 
ing here  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  executive,” 
was  sent  to  the  committee  by  said  bank. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Peyton  that  the  said 
Whitney  be  resummoned  to  appear,  and  state  on 
oath  who  was  the  author  of  that  letter.  The  pro- 
position was  negatived  by  the  committee  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Garland,  Johnson,  Wise,  Pey- 
ton. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gillet,  Fairfield,  Hamer,  Martin, 
Pierce. 

Mr.  Peyton  presented  the  matter  to  the  house, 
and  offered  a resolution  directing  that  the  speaker  is- 
sue a subpoena  for  said  Whitney  to  appear  before 
the  committee  of  which  the  hon.  James  Garland  is 
chairman,  to  testify  in  relation  to  the  authorship  of 
that  letter;  which  resolution  w-as  negatived  in  the 
house  by  the  following  vote:  yeas  86,  nays  97. 

Mr.  Peyton  then  offered  a resolution  that  said 
Whitney  be  summoned  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  (he 
house,  and  testify  as  to  the  authorship  of  said  letter, 
which  was  negatived-  yeas  76,  nays  102. 

Thus  has  been  suppressed  the  author  of  a letter 
which  is  calculated  to  throw  much  light  upon  the 
most  important  inquiry  contained  in  the  resolution 
of  the  house  of  representatives.  But  the  commit- 
tee would  fondly  hope  that  so  far  as  the  character 
of  the  house  is  concerned,  there  was  no  necessity 
that  the  witness  (Whitney)  should  stand  mute,  and 
refuse  to  answer  the  following  interrogatories: 

Page  81,  journal  of  committee.  “Question  4. 
Have  you  held  conversation,  consulted  or  advised 
with  any  member  of  this  committee,  or  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  as  to  the  course  you  should 
or  should  not  pursue? 

“Answer.  This,  like  the  last  interrogatory,  I 
consider  entirely  of  an  inquisitorial  character;  yet 
I will  nevertheless  answer  it  so  far  as  to  say,  that  I 
have  never  held  ‘conversation,  consulted  or  advised 
with  any  member  of  this  committee’ as  to  the  course 
I should  or  should  not  pursue. 
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“Question  5.  In  the  answer  just  given,  you  re- 
fer only  to  members  of  this  committee.  State  if 
you  have  ever  held  sucli  conversation,  consultation 
or  been  advised  by  any  member  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, as  to  the  course  which  you  should  or 
should  not  pursue,  i-i  your  examination  before  this 
committee. 

“Mr.  Gillett objected  to  this  question,  which  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote: 
“Ayes — Messrs.  Garland,  Martin,  Peyton,  John- 
son, Wise. 

“Noes — Messrs.  Fairfield,  Gillett,  Hamer. 

“Phe  question  being  propounded  to  the  witness, 
he  replied  as  follows:  I stated' that  I cons'dered  the 
last  interrogatory  altogether  of  an  inquisitorial  cha- 
racter, though  I subsequently  answered  a part.  I 
consider  tins  interrogatory,  also,  altogether  of  an 
inquisitorial  character,  and  decline  answering  it. 

“Question  G.  Did  any  member  of  this  commit- 
tee or  house,  give  an}'  advice,  assistance  or  opinion 
in  relation  to  the  drawing  up  the  protest  as  filed  by 
you  to-day,  or  to  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of 
your  making  such  protest. 

“Answer.  This  interrogatory  I view  as  altoge- 
ther of  an  inquisitorial  character,  and  decline  giv- 
ing any  answer. 

“Question  7.  Has  any  member  of  this  commit- 
tee, or  of  the  house  of  representatives,  read  or  heard 
read,  or  been  informed  of  the  contents  of  the  pro- 
test which  you  have  this  day  filed,  before  it  was 
filed? 

“Answer.  This,  like  the  last  interrogatory,  I 
consider  inquisitorial,  and  therefore  decline  answer- 
ing it.” 

At  page  90  of  journal  of  committee,  said  witness 
states  in  answer  to  a question  of  Mr.  Hamer, 

“No  member  of  this  committee  has  given  me  any 
advice,  assistance  or  opinion,  in  relation  to  drawing 
up  my  protest  whatever.  Ever  since  the  commit- 
tee was  appointed,  I have,  from  motives  of  delica- 
cy, studiously  avoided  holding  conversation  with 
any  member  of  it.” 

In  accordance  with  the  foregoing  facts  and  views, 
the  minority  submit  to  the  house,  as  they  submitted 
to  the  committee,  the  following  resolutions  as  the 
conclusion  to  which  they  have  been  brought,  by 
the  evidence  before  them.  BALIE  PEYTON, 
HENRY  A.  WISE. 

March  1,  1837. 

Wednesday,  February  22. 

Mr.  Wise  proposed  seven  resolutions,  and  mov- 
ed the  first  as  a substitute  for  Mr.  Pierce’s  first  re- 
solution: 

1st.  Resolved,  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
and  it  finds  the  facts  to  be  so,  from  much  of  the 
testimony  of  several  witnesses,  that  several  of  the 
deposite  banks,  how  many  is  not  ascertained  in  evi- 
dence, and  whether  by  joint  or  several  contract  does 
not  clearly  appear,  have  employed  an  agent  to  re- 
side at  the  seat  of  government  to  transact  certain 
business  for  them  with  or  at  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, as  described  in  the  various  testimony  before 
the  committee;  and  that  in  most  of  the  cases  Reu- 
ben M.  Whitney  is  their  agent,  who  resides  here 
permanently,  and  who  has  his  office  in  the  same 
block  of  buildings  occupied  by  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, and  that  other  agents  have,  in  the  like  man- 
ner, in  some  instances,  been  temporarily,  if  not 
erinanently,  employed  by  some  of  the  deposite 
anks. 

This  was  put  to  the  vote,  and  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative, as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton. 

Noes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gil- 
lett, Hamer,  Martin. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  adoption  of  Mr. 
Pierce’s  first  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gil- 
lett, Hamer,  Martin. 

Noes — Messrs.  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  the  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  Gth  and  7th 
of  his  resolutions  as  substitutes  for  all  the  others  of 
Mr.  Pierce. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions: 

2d.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee, the  character  of  the  business  which  such 
agent  or  agents  are  so  employed  to  transact  is  ge- 
nerally described  in  the  following  letter  from  of- 
ficers o i certain  deposite  banks  to  the  lion.  R.  B. 
Taney,  secretary  of  the  treasury,  (see  exhibit  A, 
page  17  of  the  printed  journal,  as  published  in  the 
forTner  part  of  this  report),  and  in  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Woodbury,  as  contained  in  his  reply  to  this 
committee  of  January  11,  1837,  to  wit: 

“Some  of  the  banks  are  so  situated  as  to  their 
extensive  capital  and  discounts,  their  heavy  business 
in  exchanges,  their  large  deposites,  payments  and 
transfers,  that  it  is  manifest  to  all  acquainted  with 


such  operations  as  stated  in  the  above  letter  ad- 
dressed to  my  predecessor,  and  in  my  reply  of  5th 
November,  1834,  before  annexed,  that  an  intelligent 
agent  or  corespondent  here  might  often  prove  very 
vsejvl  and  convenient,  both  in  respect  to  their  busi- 
ness in  behalf  of  the  treasury,  and  their  business 
with  the  commercial  community,  as  w'ell  as  with 
each  other.” 

In  answer  to  the  next  question,  “I  know  nothing 
with  accuracy  beyond  what  has  alrcadybeen  stated, 
as  to  the  duties  he  is  to  discharge  for  those  banks 
which  employ  him.  But  I presume,  as  just  inti- 
mated, it  is  to  communicate  the  earliest  information 
on  all  subjects  he  may  suppose  to  affect  their  in- 
terest, whether  as  public  depositories  or  private 
banking  institutions;  to  give  his  advice  and  aid 
when  called  for  or  deemed  useful  in  the  transaction 
of  their  business  of  either  character;  to  be  the 
organ,  at  times  of  presenting  their  wishes  to  the  de- 
partment in  respect  to  subjects  connected  with  their 
public  obligations;  and  to  procure  here  and  commu- 
nicate the  best  intelligence  in  his  power  on  the  state 
of  the  money  market  at  home  and  abroad;  on  the 
condition  of  the  currency,  and  of  the  exchanges  and 
on  the  supposed  legislation  likely  to  happen  in  con- 
ress,  either  as  to  the  banks  themselves,  or  as  to 
cavy  appropriations  to  be  paid  by  them;  and,  in 
fine,  on  any  other  topic  which  he  may  consider  in- 
teresting or  beneficial  to  his  employers.”  And 
further,  that  the  character  of  the  business  which 
such  agent  is  employed  to  transact  is  shown  by 
some  of  the  replies  of  the  deposite  banks,  particu- 
larly that  of  the  bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  and 
of  Michigan,  Detroit. 

It  is  further  shown,  by  circulars  franked  by  the 
department  for  Reuben  M.  Whitney  to  the  deposite 
banks,  and  by  those  sent  by  him  to  the  receivers  of 
the  public  money,  which  are  on  the  files  of  this 
committee,  and  by  the  evidence  of  McClintock 
Young,  esq.  chief  clerk  of  the  treasury  department. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  cannot  report 
precisely  the  full  amount  of  compensation  to  such 
agent,  but  it  has  ascertained  that  several  banks  pay 
one  thousand  dollars  each  per  annum,  that  several 
pay  five  hundred  dollars  each  per  annum,  and  that 
several  pay  lesser  sums  each  per  annum,  to  Reuben 
M.  Whitney,  as  their  agent,  besides  several  sums 
which  have  been  paid  by  one  or  more  banks  to  him 
at  different  times  in  the  form  of  a bonus.  And  it 
is  the  opinion  of  this  committee  that  each  bank 
which  employs  said  Whitney  pays  him  whatever  it 
deems  reasonable  and  proper. 

4th.  Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  ofthis  committee), 
That  no  such  agent  was  employed  at  the  request  or 
through  the  procurement  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment whilst  the  hon.  Wm.  J.  Duane  or  the  hon.  R. 
B.  Taney  was  at  the  head  thereof,  as  appears  by 
their  letters  as  given  in  evidence  by  them  and  the 
witness,  Reverdy  Johnson,  esq. 

That,  after  the  hon.  Levi  Woodbury  was  appoint- 
ed secretary  of  the  treasury,  on  the  4th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1834,  Reuben  M.  Whitney  addressed  to 
him  the  following  letter,  enclosing  the  said  letter 
from  the  deposite  banks  in  Philadelphia,  N.  York 
and  Boston,  to  wit: 

(See  exhibit  B,  page  19,  of  the  printed  journal, 
published  in  this  report.) 

That,  in  reply  thereto,  Mr.  Woodbury  addressed 
to  him,  (Whitney),  the  following  letter  to  wit: 

(See  exhibit  C,  page  19,  of  the  printed  journal, 
published  in  this  report.) 

That  Reuben  M.  Whitney  did  use  and  exhibit 
the  said  letter  from  Mr.  Woodbury  as  a letter  of 
recommendation  to  several  of  the  deposite  banks,  as 
shown  by  their  replies  in  answer  to  the  interroga- 
tories of  this  committee;  that  said  banks  themselves 
received  and  acted  upon  that  letter  as  a recommen- 
dation to  appoint  such  an  agent,  and  as  a recom- 
mendation of  said  Whitney;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee  that  some  of  the  deposite  banks 
would  not  have  appointed  said  Whitney  their  agent 
if  said  letter  had  not  been  written  to  him  and  sent 
to  them  as  a letter  of  recommendation  from  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury. 

5th.  Resolved,  That,  as  to  “whether  the  business 
of  the  treasury  department  with  said  banks  is  con- 
ducted through  said  agent,”  this  committee  would 
refer  to  the  entire  testimony  of  Mr.  Woocbury,  the 
correspondence  of  said  Whitney  with  the  treasury 
department,  and  the  banks,  so  far  as  this  investiga- 
tion has  developed  the  same,  to  the  said  circulars 
of  R.  M.  Whitney  to  the  banks  and  the  receivers 
of  public  money,  and  to  the  character  of  his  busi- 
ness generally,  as  described  by  the  testimoney  be- 
fore mentioned.  This  committee  is  clearly  of  opi- 
nion that  much  of  the  information  as  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  deposite  banks  with  the  treasury  is  com- 
municated through  said  Whitney  to  and  from  the 
department,  verbally  and  in  writing. 

6th.  Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee), 
That  the  several  deposite  banks  became,  by  con- 


tract, before  and  since  the  act  of  congress  regulat- 
ing the  deposite  of  the  public  money,  fiscal  agents 
of  the  government;  that  those  of  them  which  have 
employed  an  agent  or  agents  to  transact  their  bu- 
siness with  the  treasury  department  would  not  have 
employed  or  paid  such  agent  or  agents  unless  their 
fiscal  relations  and  public  obligations  to  the  govern- 
ment had  existed;  and  though  said  agent  does  not 
directly  receive  any  compensation  from  the  treasu- 
ry department,  yet  he  would  not  be  employed  and 
paid  by  the  banks  which  do  employ  and  pay  him 
or  them,  if  they  were  not  public  depositories,  and 
which  have  the  keeping  and  the  use  of  the  public 
money  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  imposed  by 
act  of  congress. 

7th.  Resolved,  That  this  committe#  refers  to  the 
entire  testimony  before  it  upon  the  various  points 
of  inquiry  referred  to  it,  and  that  the  same  be  re- 
ported to  the  house. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  above 
resolutions  as  substitutes,  it  was  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative, by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Wise,  Peyton,  Johnson. 

Noes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillett, 
Hamer,  Martin. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  his  fourth  resolution,  with  the 
addition,  to  wit:  “With  the  exception  of  said  letter, 
there  is  no  evidence  of  any  recommendation  of  said 
Woodbury  for  the  appointment  of  said  Whitley,  or 
any  other  agent,”  as  a substitute  for  Mr.  Pierce’s 
second;  which  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  the 
following  vote: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Garland,  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton. 
Noes — Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillett,  Hamer, 
Martin. 

Mr.  Johnson  moved  to  amend  the  second  resolu- 
tion offered  by  Mr.  Pierce,  by  adding  thereto  th* 
following  words:  “Unless  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wood- 
bury to  R.  M.  Whitney,  dated  November  5,  1834, 
in  reply  to  the  letter  of  the  said  Whitney,  dated  No- 
vember 4,  1834,  shall  be  construed  as  a recommen- 
dation of  ‘an  agent  of  the  deposite  banks,  resident 
in  Washington,  from  whose  services  and  corres- 
pondence great  advantage  might,  in  a fiscal  and  com- 
mercial view,  be  derived  to  said  banks.’  ” The 
amendment  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Garland,  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton. 
Noes — Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillett,  Hamer, 
Martin. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  adoption  of  Mr. 
Pierce’s  second  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillett, 
Hamer,  Martin. 

Noes — Messrs.  Wise,  Peyton,  Johnson. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  his  fifth  resolution  as  a substi- 
tute for  Mr.  Pierce’s  third  resolution,  which  was 
decided  in  the  negative  by  the  follow'ing,  vote: 
Ayes — Messrs.  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton. 

Noes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gil- 
lett, Flamer,  Martin. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  adoption  of  Mr. 
Pierce’s  third  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gil- 
lett, Hamer,  Johnson,  Martin. 

Noes — Messrs.  Wise,  Peyton. 

Mr.  Wise  offered  his  sixth  resolution  as  a substi- 
tute to  Mr.  Pierce’s  fourth  resolution,  which  was 
decided  in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 
Ayes — Messrs.  Wise,  Peyton,  Johnson. 

Noes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gil- 
lett, Hamer,  Martin. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  adoption  of  Mr. 
Pierce’s  fourth  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gil- 
lett, Johnson,  Flamer,  Martin, 

Noes — Messrs.  Wise,  Peyton. 

Mr.  Wise  offered  his  second  and  third  resolutions 
as  substitutes  for  Mr.  Pierce’s  fifth,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Garland,  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton. 
Noes — Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillett,  Hamer, 
Martin. 

Mr.  Wise  then  offered  his  first,  second  and  third 
resolutions,  as  substitutes  for  Mr.  Pierce’s  fifth, 
which  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  the  follow'ing 
vote: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton. 

Noes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gil- 
lett, Hamer,  Martin. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  adoption  of  Mr. 
Pierce’s  first  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gil- 
lett, Johnson,  Hamer,  Martin, 

Noes — Messrs.  Wise,  Peyton. 

[The  tabular  statements  and  other  papers  ap- 
pended to  this  report  in  our  next.] 
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Wit  in  the  north.  At  Arbroam,  on  the  16th  ult. 
Mrs.  John  Forrest  was  brought  to  bed  of  a son. — 
The  father,  whose  conservatism  is  well  known,  ap- 

Eointed  the  day  of  the  Glasgow7  Peel  banquet  lor 
is  baptism,  and  named  him  Robert  Peel.  The  mi- 
nister who  performed  the  duty,  concluded  his  bene- 
dictions on  the  child  with  these  words:  “May  he 
possess  all  the  virtues  and  talents  (talons?)  of  the 
illustrious  statesman  whose  name  he  bears.”  The 
father  rejoined:  “He  has  one  more  already;”  the 
boy  having  six  fingers  on  each  hand  and  six  toes  on 
the  left  foot,  all  perfect. 

Economy  in  Parisian  affairs.  As  a proof  of  the 
economy  with  which  the  affairs  of  the  city  of  Paris 
are  managed,  the  following  are  the  balances  left  in 
hand,  after  payment  of,  or  provision  for,  all  charges 
andexpenses,  at  the  end  of  each  of  the  last  five 
years.  In  1S32,  the  balance  amounted  to  994,220f.; 
in  1833,  to  1,816,3-131'.;  in  IS34,  to  2,812,544f.  and 
in  1S35,  to  4,S82,858f.;  making  a total  of  10,500,045 
rancs.  This  accumulation  has  enabled  the  muni- 
cipality to  execute  improvements  and  embellish- 
ments which  are  annually  rendering  Paris  more 
healthy,  more  extensive,  more  wealthy  and  more 
flourishing. 

Pedestrianism — a walk  for  a wager.  A short  time 
since,  Townsend  and  Berry,  the  pedestrians,  started 
in  a race  on  foot  for  Brighton,  from  the  Elephant 
and  Castle.  Townsend,  w7ho  had  20  minutes  law 
given  him,  started  at  5 minutes  past  8,  and  Berry  at 
25  minutes  past.  Townsend  kept  the  lead  till  he 
reached  Crawley,  30  miles  from  town,  where  Berry 
overtook  him,  and  kept  his  advantage  till  within  6 
miles  of  Brighton,  where  Townsend  again  took  the 
lead,  and  entered  Brighton  in  triumph,  the  winner 
performing  the  journey  in  8 hours  and  37  minutes. 
They  were  both  much  distressed,  but  particularly 
Berry,  who  was  obliged  to  ride  the  last  four  miles 
into  Brighton.  The  race  was  for  a bet  of  £100 — 
£50  aside.  There  were  many  bets  depending  on 
the  match.  Betting,  5 to  4 upon  Townsend,  who 
is  several  years  older  than  Berry. 


London  bill  of  mortality.  The  subjoined  state- 
ments are  compiled  from  the  annual  report  of  the 
company  of  parish  clerks,  for  the  year  ending  Dec. 
13,  1836: 


Christened. 


In  97  parishes  within  the  walls 

859 

In  17 

do.  without  the  walls 

4,359 

In  24 

do.  in  Middlesex  and 

Surrey 

18,364 

In  10 

do.  in  Westminster 

2,673 

Buried. 

854 

3,045 

12,159 

2,171 


26,255  18,229 

Christened.  Buried. 

Males  13,024  1 Males  9,202 

Females  13,231  | Females  9,027 


26,255  | 18,229 

The  aurora  borealis  was  exceedingly  brilliant  at 
Paris  the  night  of  February  18th,  and  attracted 
crowds  of  gazers  on  the  Boulevards.  It  was  of  a 
pale  rose  color,  parallel  to  the  horizon  and  of  a di- 
rection from  north  to  west. 

Punishment  for  dangerous  modes  of  quarrying.  It 
was  decided  in  a case  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  which  has 
laws  of  its  own,  that  gunpowder  must  not  be  used 
in  quarrying,  if  dangerous  to  the  vicinity.  A stone 
of  14  pounds,  from  a stone  quarry,  recently  fell  into 
the  roof  of  a foundry,  and  the  defendant  had  to  pay 
costs,  and  was  prohibited  this  method  of  obtaining 
stone  in  future. 

Sublime  hoax.  It  appears  certain  that  the  seed 
of  a pretended  monstrous  cabbage  of  New  Zealand, 
which  an  English  speculator  sold  in  Paris  at  the 
price  of  one  franc  each,  was  that  of  the  common 
cabbage.  The  produce  of  this  deception  is  suppos- 
ed to  ha-ve  amounted  to  300,000  francs. 

Duelling.  A law  is  proposed  in  Belgium,  which, 
if  enacted  and  carried  into  rigid  execution,  will  ren- 
der duelling  a loseing  business  in  that  kingdom. 
The  penalty,  in  case  of  death,  is  to  be  ten  years  im- 
prisonment, and  ten  thousand  dollars  fine,  on  the 
part  of  the  survivor,  and  twenty  years  privation  of 
civil  and  military  rights. 

A blind  fiddler,  named  Savage,  died  in  Yalding, 
some  weeks  ago,  w7ho  had  been  receiving  parochial 
relief  for  years.  After  his  death  it  was  discovered 
that  he  possessed  upwards  of  £900  in  a London 
savings  bank,  where  he  had  deposited  it  in  his 
brother’s  name,  in  order  to  avoid  detection. 

A n account  is  given  in  a Cork  paper  of  a person’s 
getting  admittance  to  the  room  of  an  invalid  named 
Wise,  who  was  confined  to  his  bed  at  the  time,  and 
making  him  sign  a document,  under  pain  of  having 
Ills  brains  blown  out  with  a pistol  which  the  intruder 


held  to  his  head.  The  sick  man  in  signing  wrote 
his  name  so  differently  from  his  ordinary  signature 
that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  indentifying  the  pa- 
per should  it  ever  be  produced,  in  which  event 
should  the  author  be  detected  he  will  take  a sea 
voyage  at  the  king’s  expense. 

The  bay  of  Funday  outdone.  From  observations 
lately  made  by  M.  Penauq,  it  is  found  that  the  tides 
on  the  coast  of  Gnayana,  in  South  America,  some- 
times rise  to  the  astonishing  height  of  75  feet. 
Those  in  the  bay  of  Funday,  which  nave  been  con- 
sidered as  the  highest  in  the  world,  rise  only  to  the 
height  of  60  feet. 

Taxes.  The  aggregate  of  the  poor  taxes  in 
England  and  Wales,  which  in  1832  was  about 
£7,000,000,  or  $33,800,000,  has  been  reduced  to 
the  extent  of  £ 4,000,000,  that  is  nineteen  millions 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum. . 

Sovereigns  of  Europe.  .The  following  are  the 
ages  of  the  respective  sovereigns  of  Europe: 

The  king  of  Sweden,  (Bernadotte)  72  years; 
pope  of  Rome,  71;  king  of  England,  71;  king  of 
Denmark,  66;  king  of  Prussia,  66;  king  of  the  Ne- 
therlands's; king  of  the  French,  64;  kingofWur- 
temburg,  55;  sultan,  51;  king  of  Bavaria,  50;  king 
of  the  Belgians,  46;  emperor  of  Austria,  43;  empe- 
ror of  Russia,  40;  king  of  Sardinia,  38;  king  of  Na- 
ples, 36;  king  of  Greece,  21;  queen  of  Portugal, 
17;  queen  of  Spain,  6. 

The  increase  of  travelling  consequent  on  the  es- 
tablishment of  rail  roads  is  enormous.  An  English 
paper  says  that  before  the  establishment  of  the 
Deed  and  Selby  rail  road,  the  number  of  passengers 
between  the  two  towns  was  15,000  a year;  since 
then  it  has  been  103,300,  being  an  increase  of 
nearly  seven  to  one. 

The  ex-king  Gustavus  IV,  better  known  of  late 
years  as  col.  Gustafson,  died  at  St.  Gall  on  the  7th 
of  February.  He  was  born  in  1778,  and  while  yet 
a minor,  succeeded  his  unhappy  father  Gustavus 
III,  abdicated  in  favor  of  Bernadotte,  the  present 
king,  in  1809,  and  passed  the  ensuing  years  until 
1834  alternately  in  Holland,  Germany  and  Switzer- 
land. Since  1834  he  has  resided  at  St.  Gall,  poor 
and  lonely.  His  disease  was  an  affection  of  the 
lungs. 

A shock  of  earthquake  was  distinctly  felt  in  the 
city  of  Mexico  on  the  18th  ult. 


DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

Cotton  factories  are  springing  up  rapidly  in  North 
Carolina — according  to  the  Salemn  (N.  C.)  Chro- 
nicle one  of  2,000  spindles  has  been  erected,  at 
Greensborough,  one  at  Mocksville,  one  at  Haw 
River,  and  another  at  Cane  Creek. 

The  senior  editor  of  the  Louisville  City  Gazette, 
the  hon.  J.  J.  Marshall  has  retired  from  his  connec- 
tion with  that  paper,  leaving  his  son  James  Birney 
Marshall,  esq.  sole  editor  and  proprietor.  The 
reason  assigned  for  the  retirement  of  judge  Mar- 
shall is,  the  incompatibility  of  editorial  and  judi- 
cial avocations. 

Convention  of  printers.  The  printers  of  New 
Jersey  are  to  hold  a convention  at  Trenton  on  the 
second  Wednesday  in  May,  next,  for  the  purpose  of 
devising  such  alterations  for  regulating  the  price  ol 
subscription,  advertisements,  job  printing,  Sic.  as 
the  present  advanced  rate  of  prices  in  general,  and 
justice  to  themselves  demands. 

If  the  convention  can  fix  upon  a plan  to  make 
delinquent  subscribers  pay  their  respective  dues, 
they  will  perform  a most  acceptable  service  to  their 
brethren  throughout  the  union. 

A convention  of  editors  of  newspapers  in  the 
state  of  Kentucky,  assembled  lately  at  Lexington, 
and  adopted  several  excellent  resolutions;  much 
better,  we  fear,  than  will  be  the  practice  under 
them.  The  following  is  one  of  them: 

1st.  That  in  all  future  discussions,  whether  poli- 
tical or  otherwise,  the  editors  of  the  Kentucky 
press  shall  carefully  abstain  from  all  disrespectful 
personal  allusions  or  epithets  towards  each  other; 
and  shall  conduct  all  controversies  between  them- 
selves with  decency,  decorum  and  moderation;  and 
that  it  be  also  recommended  to  them  to  cultivate 
.each  other’s  good  will,  and  on  all  proper  occasions, 
ho  advance  each  other’s  interests. 

The  agricultural  society  of  Louisiana  offer  a pre- 
mium of  $3,000  to  any  person  who  will  within  one 
year,  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  society  that  the 
bitter  grass  nut  can  be  converted  into  a profitable  ar- 
ticle of  trade. 

Hard  times  for  the  fishes.  The  Rochester  Daily 
Advertiser,  in  given  an  accountoftiie  consequences 
of  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice  in  Genesee  river,  says 
that  “so  great  wa3  the  gorge  of  ice  on  Tuesday, 


when  it  gave  way  at  the  rapids,  that  it  drove  the 
fish  from  their  beds  lr.  the  deep  waler,  and  forced 
them  by  hundreds  on  the  banks  high  above  the  or- 
dinary rise  of  the  water,  where,  after  Ihe  abatement 
of  the  flood,  the  boys  had  rare  spert  in  gathering 
them  up..  All  sorts  and  sizes  were  found  along  the 
shore,  high  and  dry.” 

Minister  to  Russia.  We  understand  that  the  Unit- 
ed States  ship  Indepedence  is  ordered  to -proceed  to 
the  Delaware  to  convey  Mr.  Dallas  to  Russia.  Pie 
will  probably  depart  some  time  this  month. 

Brockport.  Another  destructive  fire  broke  out  in 
this  village  on  the  18th  ult.  near  the  centre  of  the 
square  between  Erie  and  King  streets,  and  destroy- 
ed fifteen  buildings.  The  loss  is  computed  at 
$20,000,  of  which  $17,600  is  insured. 

At  the  Saline  reservation  on  Salt  ilrcr,  now7  own- 
ed by  Dr.  Ely  and  one  or  two  other  gentlemen,  an 
Artesian  well  lor  the  purpose  of  procuring  salt  wa- 
ter has  been  sunk  to  the  depth  of  300  leef.  For 
sixty  feet  of  this  distance  the  aiigcr  passed  through 
solid  rock  salt.  Here  is  a supply  lor  the  immense 
population  destined  at  no  great  distance  of  time  to 
throng  the  valley  of  the  lather  of  rivers. 

\_Cen.  Far. 

Human  pelrifications.  The  Hamilton  (Tenn.) 
Observer  states  that  two  scientific  gentlemen,  viz: 
Mr.  Chester  of  England,  and  Mr.  Davis,  of  Phila- 
delphia, have  recently  discovered  in  a cave,  on  or 
near  the  Great  Laurel  Ridge  of  the  Cumberland 
Mountains,  three  entire  petrified  bodies;  one  of  a 
dog  lying  flat  upon  the  rock,  and  two  of  men;  one 
sitting,  and  the  other  standing  with  a spear  balanced 
in  his  hand.  Part  of  the  clothes  of  the  human 
figures  is  also  petrified.  Preparations  were  making 
to  forward  their  bodies  to  New  York. 

Newspapers.  Many  years  since,  according  to  the 
Boston  Mercantile  Journal,  when  the  brother  of  Dr. 
Franklin  proposed  to  establish  a newspaper  in  Bos- 
ton, his  friends  advised  him  against  the  undertaking, 
alleging  that  there  was  already  one  newspaper  in  the 
town,  and  that  tw,o  could  not  possibly  be  supported. 
In  1790,  there  were  only  5 newspapers  printed  in 
New  Hampshire;  10  in  Massachusetts;  4 in  Rhode 
Island;  8 in  Connecticut:  10  in  New  York:  2 in 
New  Jersey;  1 in  Delaware;  14  in  Pennsylvania; 
4 in  Maryland;  6 in  Virginia;  5 in  South  Carolina; 
3 in  North  Carolina,  and  3 in  Georgia — besides  a ' 
few  in  Kentucky  and  Vermont,  making  in. all, 
which  were  published  in  this  country  at  that  time, 
about  eighty.  The  increase  ot  newspapers  since 
that  period  has  been  much  greater  than  the  increase 
of  population.  And  they  have  not  only  increased 
in  number  but  in  magnitude,  and  we  trust,  in  use- 
fulness. The  number  of  newspapers  now  published 
in  Ihe  United  States  is  believed  lobe  about  1,200. 

Illinois.  The  legislature  of  Illinois  adjourned  on 
Monday  the  6th  uliimo.  A great  many  laws  of 
importance  have  been  passed — whether  lor  good  or 
evil  we  cannot  say.  A bill  increasing  the  capital 
stock  of  the  state  bank  two  millions  of  dollars,  and 
the  bank  of  Shawnetown  one  million  has  become  a 
law.  A branch  of  the  Shawnetown  hank  is  to  be 
located  at  Alton.  The  state  subscribes  for  the 
above  stock.  Four  hundred  thousand  in  addition 
to  the  above,  for  the  bank  at  Shawnetown,  to  be 
subscribed  by  the  public.  The  session  lasted  ninety- 
two  days,  and  four  hundred  laws  were  passed. 

[, Alton  Spectator. 

The  legislature  of  Illinois  also  passed  a law  to 
remove  the  seat  of  government  to  Springfield  in 
1840. 

The  subscription  price  to  the  New7  Orleans  daily 
newspapers  has  been  raised  from  $10  to  $12  per 
annum,  and  the  paper  for  the  country,  three  times  a 
week,  to  $10.  Advertising  b7/  the  square  and  by 
the  year  is  raised  in  like  proportion. 

Maine.  One  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dol- 
lars of  this  state’s  share  of  the  surplus  was  paid  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  state,  at  his  request,  by  the 
Suffolk  hank,  in  gold.  It  is  now  stated  that  he  has 
requested  the  bank  to  exchange  it  tor  bills. 

The  Boston  insurance  companies,  according  to 
the  Newburyport  Herald,  are  believed  to  hav  e suf- 
fered a loss  of  $800,000  during  the  last  four  months. 
The  shipping  of  Newburyport  is  said  to  have  been 
extremely  fortunate  in  escaping  the  calamities 
w'hich  have  overtaken  the  vessels  belonging  to  other 
ports. 

A short  voyage.  The  Silas  Richards  formerly  a 
Liverpool  packet,  arrived  in  New  York  on  Friday 
last,  from  China  with  new  nop  teas,  silks,  &c.  hav- 
ing made  a run  from  Canton  in  ninety-one  days  only. 
She  left  New  York  for  China  on  the  28th  of  June 
last,  and  has  been  about  eight  months  and  seventeen 
days.  The  N.  Y.  Gazette  says  that  this  is  one  of 
the  shortest  voyages  on  record. 
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l)Cf"Since  tlie  destruction  of'Meeteer’s  warehouse 
by  fire,  which  contained  a large  quantity  of  paper 
manulactured  expressly  for  this  work,  we  have  been 
com;  Bled  to  use,  occasibnaliy,  paper  of  an  inferior 
quality — and  we  respectfully  ask  the  indulgence  of 
our  friends  for  a few  weeks  longer,  by  which  time 
we  will  have  received  a large  supply  of  paper  of  a 
superior  quality,  and  have  completed  arrangements 
that  will  prevent  future  embarrassment,  even  in  a 
contingency  similar  to  that  which  has  rendered  this 
apologetic,  note  necessary. 

Ap-f’he  comments  of  the  “Globe"  on  Mr.  Ste- 
venson’s letter,  and  the  reply  thereto  of  the  Rich- 
mond '■‘Jnnquirerf  are  published  in  the  present 
* ‘-ct.  The  ••  Globe"  of  Monday  last,  on  publishing 
s ).ne  remarks  Inna  the  “Enquirer”  stating  Mr. 
Stevenson’s  hostility  10  the  bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  says:  “We  publish  the  following  articles 
from  the  Richmond  ‘Enquirer,’  and  could  add  our 
testimony,  it  it  were  wanting,  to  the  uncompromis- 
ing opposition  made  by  Mr.  Stevenson  at  home  to 
the  bank,  in  every  shape  and  on  every  score.  It 
was  a knowledge  'of  this  fact  that  so  startled  us  at 
the  announcement  in  the  letter  communicating  Mr. 
Stevenson’s  publication  to  the  New  York  Ameri- 
can, in  which  his  attitude  in  relation  to  the  bank  is 
reversed.  We  have  said,  we  will  not  believe  in  this 
change  of  Mr.  Stevenson  unless  he  avows  it.  We  are, 
indeed,  sometimes  tempted  to  suspect  that  the  whole 
aliair  is  a federal  fabrication,  gotten  up  for  the  pre- 
sent crisis,  and  to  co-operate  with  the  Barings, 
whose  partner  (Bates)  is  stated  by  the  correspon- 
dent of  the  Journal  of  Commerce  to  be  the  author 
of  the  letter  to  the  American. 

One  woTd  to  the  opposition  on  this  subject.  They 


much  his  inend  as  before.  They  talk  of  his  recall. 
It  is  not  likely  they  will  be  gratified  in  this.  It 
vexes  us  that  our  article  has  given  them  the  gratifi- 
cation of  the  hope.  It  truly  spoke  our  own  morti- 
fied feelings,  unmitigated  by  the  suggestions  or 
counsel  of  others;  who,  with  greater  reason  to  be 
hurt,  had  more  charity  in  construing  the  corres- 
pondence which  extorted  our  remarks.” 

Massachusetts.  We  have  published  the  re- 
solutions which  passed  the  senate  and  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  Massachusetts  in  reference  to  slave- 
ry in  the  District  of  Columbia,  kc.  (see  page  87). 
They  will  excite  the  deepest  regret  in  the  minds  of 
all  who  regard  the  tranquillity  of  the  country  and 
the  endurance  of  thosejrater.nl  bonds  which  have 
so  long  united  us  as  a people.  Anil  we  will  be 
agreeably  disappointed  if  they  do  not  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  a strife  between  the  north  and  the  south, 
fraught  with  the  most  painful  consequences,  both 
to  individuals  and  the  nation. 

The  following  paragraph  from  a Boston  news- 
paper, shows  the  feelings  which  prevail  there  in 
respect  to  the  resolutions: 

From  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 

-ibolitiin  resolutions.  The  resolutions  which  have 
been  the  subject  of  animated  debate  irr  the  senate 
for  a day  or  two  past,  have  been  adopted  by  that 
bo  ly  by  a large  majority.  We  shall  only  remark 
upon  them  *for  the  present,  that  we  conceive  that 
they  were  entirely  uncalled  for;  that,  to  introduce 
the  subject  at  all  into  the  legislature  for  the  expres- 
sion of  any  opinion  upon  it,  was  extremely  injudi- 
cious; and  that  the  passing  of  these  resolutions  can- 
not fait  to  be  mischievous.  We  are  moreover  per- 
suaded, that  the  legislature,  in  thu3  countenancing 
th  views  of  the  abolitionists,  have  pursued  a course 
entirely  at  variance  with  the  prevailing  sentiment 
of  the  people  of  this  state. 


urge  them  to  increase  their  line  of  discounts  and 
to  afford  sucii  other  relief  as  was  in  their  power. 
The  banks  readily  came  into  that  measure,  and  the 
result  of  all  the  measures  adopted,  is  said  to  be  as 
follows: 

The  New  York  banks  to  increase  their 
line  of  discounts  in  the  aggregate  $1,500,000 
Bank  of  the  U.  States  to  issue  bonds, 

payable  in  London,  for  5,000,000 

And  also  to  remit  specie  to  London,  in 
order  to  prevent  drafts  on  our  mer- 
chants to  the  amount  of  1,000,000 

Manhattan  company  to  issue  bonds, 
one-half  payable  in  London  and  the 
other  half  here,  to  the  amount  of  2,000,000 

Bank  of  America  to  draw  bills  on  the 
Rothschilds  of  Paris  to  the  amount  of  200,000 
Girard  bank,  of  Philadelphia,  to  issue 
bonds  payable  in  London  to  the 
amount  of  500,000 

Morris  canal  company  to  issue  bonds, 
payable  in  London,  at  ten,  twelve 
and  fourteen  months,  and  bearing  in- 
terest at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  to 
the  amount  of  1,000,000 


Money  matters  in  New  York.  We  publish 
below  the  correspondence  of  ths  merchants  of  New 
York  with  Mr.  Biddle,  the  president  of  the  bank 
oi  the  United  States,  that  led  to  the  arrangements 
noticed  in  our  last;  together  with  some  comments 
°l  ^le  New  York  and  Philadelphia  pipers  upon  til! 
state  of  a (fairs  in  their  respective  cities.  The  letter 
ol  Mr.  Bidile  was  reported  to  a meeting  of  mer- 
chants held  at  the  house  of  John  Hagerty,  esq.  on 
the  evening  of  the  21th  ultimo— when  a committee 
was  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  di.fsrent  banks  to 
Vol..  LII— Sic.  6. 


$11,200,000 

The  condition  of  things  on  Monday  last  is  ex- 
plained in  the  following  paragraphs  from  the  Cou- 
rier and  Enquirer  of  that  day. 

“The  English  and  French  packets,  whose  regular 
day  of  sailing  was  the  1st  i'nst.  will,  in  ail  proba- 
bility, sail  this  morning.  The  remittances  carried 
out  by  these  conveyances,  consist  principally  of 
bonds  issued  by  the  United  States  bank  already  de- 
scribed— and  of  which  about  £500,000  sterling 
have  been  sold — and  of  bonds  of  the  Morris  canal 
and  banking  company,  in  favor  of  and  endorsed  by 
the  bank  of  North  America,  at  twelve  months  date 
from  the  1st  of  March,  payable  in  London  at  the 
house  of  Morrison.  Crvder  & Co.  bearing 

interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum. — 
These,  in  the  first  instance,  were  sold  at  1121  per 
cent,  for  paper,  they  were  afterwards  sold  at  109 
per  cent,  for  cash,  as  were  also  the  bonds  of  the  U. 
States  bank  under  the  original  price  at  which  they 
were  purchased,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money 
on  them.  In  bills  of  exchange,  no  great  amount 
was  remitted,  the  exchange  varied  from  ll^to  12, 
the  latter  rate  was  however  only  paid  for  a small 
amount,  the  average  price  being  111 

The  above  amount  of  bonds  sold  by  the  United 
States  bank  is  about  one-half  that  they  purpose  to 
issue.  The  question  of  a shipment  of  specie  by 
them  will  be  submitted  by  the  president  to  the 
board  for  its  decissiou  at  the  next  meeting.  That 
institution  and  Morris  canal  company,  continue  to 
purchase  southern  and  south  west  drafts. 

The  purchases  made  of  the  bonds  above  alluded  to, 
having  taken  a considerable  amount  of  paper  out 
of  market,  there  was  no  great  press  for  money  on 
Saturday,  and  the  rates  of  discount  were  conse- 
quently lower.  The  banks  too  discounted  more 
liberally  than  they  have  done  of  late.  United  States 
batik  shares  sold  at  the  board  at  119  and  we  learn 
were  afterwards  sold  in  the  street  at  120  for  cash.” 
Tiie  aid  afforded  by  the  bank  of  the'  U.  States, 
and  the  institutions  in  New  Yorx,  gave  tempo- 
rary relief;  but  on  the  4th  the  money  market  was 
as  unsettled  as  ever,  and  many  large  houses  failed; 
mechanics  were  discharging  their  hands,  and  all 
were  filled  with  melancholy  forebodings.  This 
change  in  affairs  was  caused  chiefly  by  the  news 
from  Europe  of  a further  decline  in  cotton  and  by 
the  vast  mass  of  drafts  returned  protested  from  the 
south  and  west.  In  Philadelphia  several  large 
houses  also  failed.  The  failures  in  New  Orleans 
seems  to  have  fallen  with  great  severity  upon  Mo- 
bile, and  other  places  engaged  in  the  cotton  busi- 
ness. In  Mobile  a large  meeting  has  been  held 
with  the  view  to  the  adoption  of  measures  for  mu- 
tual assistance  and  encouragement. 

In  New  Orleans  some  additional  failures  had  oc- 
curred, and  business  was  in  a state  of  stagnation— 
the  boatmen  demand  silver  for  their  produce,  and 
country  paper,  which  was  lately  taken  in  trade  at 
par,  was  at  10  per  cent,  discount.  Indeed,  the 
shavings  in  all  the  cities  are  ruinous  to  all  who  are 
compelled  to  submit  to  them.  La  New  York  the 
t rate,  of  discount  has  not  been  a little  incre; 


eased  by 


the  failure' of  the  house  of  E.  AI.  Morgan  & Co 
money  brokers  in  Wall  street,  who  were  agents  for 
more  than  a hundred  country  banks.  In  reference 
to  -this  failure  the  Commercial  Advertiser  says — 

Lest  the  panic  should  be  increased  by  the  sus- 
pension of  the  house  of  Morgan  &.  Co.  in  Wall 
street,  we  are  requested  to  state  that  they  will  re- 
sume payments  in  three  weeks.  The  suspension 
was  occasioned  by  large  demands  to  redeem  paper 
of  eouniry  banks  for  which  they  arc  agents. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

New  York,  23th  March,  1837". 

To  Nicholas  Biddle , esq.  prest.  bank  U.  States: 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  peculiar  position  in 
which  the  commercial  community  in  .placed,  it  was 
resolved  at  a meeling  of  merchants  held  this  day, 
that  the  bank  of  (he  United  States  be  invited  to  in- 
terpose at  this  juncture,  by.  a shipment  of  coin  and 
by  the  use  of  their  credit,  so  ag  to  meet  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  occasion,  and  by  the  sale  of  bills  of  ex- 
change on  Europe,  by  the  issue  of  post  notes  pay- 
able at  Philadelphia,  and  of  bonds  payable  at  some 
distant  day  in  London,  Paris  and  Amsterdam,  to 
facilitate  negotiations  at  home  and  furnish' safe  re- 
mittances abroad,  and  thus  not  only  be  of  service  to 
this  city,  but  to  the  United  States  at  large.  By 
order  of  the  meeting, 

(Signed)  John  A.  Stevens,  chairman. 

Chas.  A.  Heckscher,  secretary. 

[Then  follow  the  signatures  of  about  one  hun- 
dred oi' the  principal  merchants  of  New  York.] 

New  York,  29 ih  March,  1837. 
John  A.  Stevens,  esq.  chairman: 

Sir:  I had  this  day  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
communication  of  the  28th  instant,  accompanied  by 
the  signatures  of  many  highly  respectable  citizens 
of  New  York,  requesting  the  interposition  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  to  assist  in  removing 
the  existing  embarrassments  of  the  commercial 

curnmimlly . Thu  L/uartlr  oT  (T1  rtreio-ro  on  locu>ning 

from  a committee  of  your  fellow  citizens,  the  ex- 
istence of  these  difficulties,  directed  me  to  visit  N. 
York  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  their  nature, 
and  the  most  effectual  mode  by  which  the  bank 
could  be  useful.  All  the  suggestions  for  that  pur- 
pose contained  in  your  letter,  will  accordingly  be 
presented  to  the  board  of  directors,  from  whom  they 
will  receive  the  most  respectful  aiid  early  attention. 

In  the  mean  time  what  my  own  observation  sug- 
gests as  the  cause  of  these  troubles,-  is,  that  recent 
events  in  the  south  and  in  Europe,  have,  in  concur- 
rence with  reasons  of  an  earlier  date,  produced  a 
paralysis  of  private  credit  which  deranges  the 
whole  system  of  our  foreign  and  domestic  ex- 
changes. For  this  the  appropriate  remedy  seems, 
to  be,  to  substitute  for  the  private  credit  of  indivi- 
duals the  more  known  and  established  credit  of  the 
bank,  until  public  confidence  in  private  stability, 
has  time  to  revive.  To  the  foreign  exchanges  I 
would  apply  that  restorative  by  issuing  the  engage- 
ments of  the  bank,  payable  in  London,  Paris  ami 
Amsterdam,  to  be  remitted  in  lieu  of  private  bills. 
These  will  be  ready  for  the  next  packet,  and  they 
will  enable  the  country  to  make  without  injury,  an 
early  provision  for  the  adjustment  of  foreign  ex- 
changes by  the  natural  operation  of  remitting  its 
produce  and  its  coin.  A similar  operation,  I shall 
recommend  to  the  board  in  respect  to  the  domestic 
exchanges,  by  an  enlarged  and  immediate  purchase 
of  bills  of  exchange  on  the,  distant  sections  ol  the 
union. 

These  are  two  measures  which  seem  to  be  the 
best  adapted  for  the  present  emergency.  They  are 
proposed  with  the  eincerest  desire  that  they  may 
be  useful,  and  with  a clear  conviction,  that,  aided 
by  the  spirit- and  intelligence  which  belong  to  this 
community,  they  will  carry  it  triumphantly  through 
its  present  temporary  difficulties.  The  surest  ground 
of  confidence  for  others  is  confidence  in  ourselves, 
and  I have  seen  this  community  bear  up  against 
alamities  which  would  have  broken  the  spirit  of  a 
less  free  and  generous  people.  I have  known  them 
urmount  obstacles  far  more  alarming  than  any  now 
before  us — nor  will  I permit  mysell  to  doubt  that 
this  city  will  preserve  its  high  character,  before  the 
world,  by  any  temporary  sacrifices  which  may  be 
necessary  to  sustain  its  credit  and  its  fame.  With 
o-reat  respect,  yours,  8tc.  N.  Biddle, 

President  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 
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Office  of  the  Star,  N.  York,  April  3,  3 o’clock,  P.  M. 

City  inlelligene— Money  market. 

One  o’clock — The  failures  of  houses  in  N.  Or- 
leans and  Philadelphia  for  large  amounts,  has  had 
a serious  effect  upon  the  money  market  here;  and 
the  bright  prospects  which  were  held  out  on  Satur- 
day have  for  a time  been  dissipated.  The  price  of 
stocks  receded  from  one  to  three  per  cent,  on  the 
first  call  of  the  board  this  morning,  but  on  the  se- 
cond there  was  a little  advance,  but  they  left  off  at 
lower  rates  than  the  closing  quotations  of  our  last. 
Still,  in  spite  of  all  this,  the  general  belief  is  that 
the  money  market  will  become  easier. 

Specie  circular. 

The  following  important  communication  from 
Washington  we  find  in  the  Sunday  Morning  News. 

It  is  represented  to  be  from  an  authentic  source, 
and  we  have  no  reason  to  believe  to  the  contrary. 

It  gives  a synopsis  of  the  reasons  by  the  attorney 
general,  which  is  equivalent  to  the  declaration  of 
the  president,  why  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to 
repeal  the  treasury  circular,  and  we  are  free  to  con- 
fess that  there  is  much  force  in  the  causes  assign- 
ed for  keeping  that  circular  still  pending,  although 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  apprehension  of  of- 
fending gen.  Jackson  and  his  privy  counsellers,  con- 
stitutes a part  of  th.e  secret  objections  to  moving  in 
the  matter. 

It  will  be  observed  that  Mr.  Butler’s  objections 
refer  to  an  immediate  repeal  of  that  circular.  Pros 
pectively  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  being  re 
scinded;  the  objection  seems  more  to  have  reference 
to  a blow  anticipated  from  abroad,  than  to  relieving 
the  pressure  at  home;  and  if  it  is  the  design  of  the 
bank  of  England  to  draw  the  specie  from  this  coun- 
try to  prevent  or  check  embarrassments  abroad,  it  is 
clearly  our  policy  to  avert  that  blow  by  every  pos- 
sible effort  at  some.  Let  us,  liow'ever,  hear  the 
reasoning  of  the  attorney  general. 

“Mr.  Butler  represented,  that,  if  the  order  was 
now  repealed,  the  western  and  south  western  banks 
would  not  be  able  to  keep  their  specie,  and  while 
they  parted  with  that,  they  would  at  the  same  time 
increase  their  issues  and  other  facilities  to  a large 
extent.  The  specie  would  flow  to  New  York,  in 
payments  of  debts  due  to  the  merchants  and  jobbers 
of  that  city,  for  the  last  year’s  importations,  and 
would  be  immediately  shipped  to  England,  to  pay 
the  forty  or  fifty  millions  which  we  owe  her,  on  ac- 
count of  those  importations.  In  a few  months  our 
stock  of  specie,  which  now’  exceeds  seventy  mil- 
lions, would  thus  be  reduced  to  less  than  thirty 
millions,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  bank  issues 
of  paper  would  be  greatly  increased. 

The  consequence,  lie  urged,  would  be  a general 
crash  of  all  the-  banks,  and  the  total  loss  to  the  go- 
vernment of  the  revenues  which  have  accumulated 
in  the  deposite  banks.  He  represented  that  the  de- 
posite  banks  will  not,  even  under  the  most  favor- 
able circumstances,  be  able  to  pay  the  next  quar- 
ter’s instalment  of  the  surplus  ordered  to  be  distri- 
buted amongst  the  states,  without  greatly  distress- 
ing their  debtors;  and  that  if  the  small  specie  basis, 
which  now  barely  sustains  their  circulations  and 
agreements,  should  be  much  diminished,  it  would 
be  idle  to  expect  them  to  pay  one  dollar  of  -what 
they  owe  to  the  government. 

He  also  urged  that,  by  the  revocation  of  the  or- 
der, the  speculations  in  public  lands  would  be  vastly 
increased,  and  the  whole  national  domain,  so  far  as 
it  is  now  subject  to  entry,  would  be  immediately 
bought  up  by  speculators,  with  deposite  bank, 
notes,  not  worth  a tarthing.  The.  people,  he  further 
argued,  who  had  long  been  passive,  under  the  fluc- 
tuations of  the  currency,  were  becoming  uneasy, 
and,  upon  the  first  explosion  of  a government  de- 
posite bank,  would  demand  the  re-establishment  of 
a national  bank.  The  utmost  prudence  and  pre- 
caution would  be  necessary  to  avoid  that  result. 

Letters  were  also  produced  from  our  minister  at 
London,  from  our  consul  at  Liverpool,  and  others, 
suggesting  that  every  practicable  method  should 
be  resorted  to  by  the  government,  to  retain  the 
specie  now  in  the  country.  They  state  that  Eng- 
land is  on  the  brink  of  a great  financial  and  politi- 
cal convulsion,  and  that  the  bank  of  England  will 
be  obliged  to  suspend  specie  payments,  unless  the 
efforts  then  making  for  procuring  a supply  from  the 
United  States,  should  succeed;  and  that  the  ques- 
tion, in  fact,  was  whether  the  banks  on  this  side  of 
the  water,  or  on  that,  should  first  blow  up. 

The  political  disturbances  of  England,  says  Mr. 
Stevenson,  are  greatly  promoted  by  her  financial 
embarrassments;  and  if  the  latter  continue,  the 
storm  must  soon  come  to  a crisis.  If  the  money 
power  is  crippled  and  embarrassed  the  democracy 
of  the  country  will  triumph,  and  Ireland  will  be 
emancipated.  To  send  our  specie  to  England,  at 
this  crisis  would,  therefore,  destroy  ourselves,  and 
aid  the  British  tories  in  their  present  death  strug- 
. gle  with  the  people.” 


Correspondence  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Washington,  April  1. 

The  treasury  order  has  not  been  repealed  nor  re- 
laxed— nor  will  it  be.  It  has  been  decided  in  the 
cabinet  that  the  order  shall  be  adhered  to.  Mr. 
Van  Buren  has  made  it  a part  of  his  permanent 
system.  The  cabinet  was  called  together  a few 
days  ago,  to  deliberate  on  this  subject.  .The  result 
was,  as  heretofore,  that  members  were  opposed  to 
the  views  of  Mr.  Benton,  for  he  sat  in  the  cabinet 
as  one  of  its  members  [?]  Mr.  Butler  and  Mr. 
Kendall,  it  is  believed,  were  most  influential  in  sup- 
port of  Mr.  Benton’s  views.  Mr.  Yan  Buren  broke 
up  the  council,  in  some  confusion,  declaring  to  them 
that  his  mind  was  made  up — that  he  had  determin- 
ed to  adhere  to  adhere  to  the  “order.” 

This  is  true.  Such  is  the  determination  of  the 
president,  for  the  present.  How  soon  he  may  alter 
it  is  another  matter.  But  the  influence  under  which 
he  acts,  is  not  likely  soon  to  be  diminished.  But  I 
shun  this  topic — saying  only  that  the  specie  order 
is  retained  and  adhered  to,  not  on  the  ground  on 
which  it  was  originally  issued,  but  to  impede  and 
prevent  the  exportation  of  specie  from  this  country 
to  England,  where  it  is  now  so  much  wanted. 

Of  the  above  the  “Globe”  says — 

We  cannot  undertake  to  set  right  the  innumera- 
ble misrepresentations  of  those  employed  by  the  op- 
position to  multiply  deceptions  to  effect  their  sinis- 
ter purposes. 

But  this  story  about  Mr.  Benton  is  so  absolutely 
the  reverse  of  the  truth,  that  we  feel  it  incumbent, 
for  his  sake,  to  contradict  it.  We  know  certainly 
that,  although  Mr.  Benton  remained  in  the  city  un 
til  a few  days  since,  so  far  from  being  consulted 
“in  the  cabinet,”  about  the  specie  order,  he  has  not 
even  opened  his  lips  to  the  president  himself  upon 
the  subject;  nor  has  he,  directly  or  indirectly,  sought 
to  impress  his  wishes  or  opinions  upon  him  touch- 
ing this  question. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  April  3. 
The  past  week  will  long  be  remembered  by  our 
merchants  as  a season  of  trial  and  difficulty,  such 
as  has  not  before  been  experienced  for  many  years 
It  will  be  remembered  also,  we  trust,  as  the  crisis 
of  the  great  financial  troubles  which  have  been  ga- 
thering for  more  than  a year  past,  from  the  com- 
bined influence  of  speculation,  the  surplus  revenue 
bad  government,  &c.  The  first  three  days  of  the 
week  were  indeed  gloomy;  a number  of  failures  oc 
curied,  chiefly  however  of  houses  essentially-  srouml 
but  which  were  unable  to  sustain  themselves  under 
the  tremendous  money  pressure  which  existed;'  and 
what  was  worse  than  all,  in  some  of  its  bearings 
conffilence,  that  essential  element  of  credit,  appeared 
to  be  entirely  at  an  end.  It  was  a glorious  time 
for  panic  makers,  croakers  and  assassins  of  credit, 
and  well  did  they  improve  the  opportunity  afforded 
them.  We  could  mention  a dozen  of  our  largest 
and  best  houses  who  were  reported  among  the  fal 
len,  but  who  still  survive  unharmed.  The  tempo 
rary  suspension  of  payments  by  Messrs.  E.  M 
Morgan  & Co.  who  were  agents  for  20  or  30  coun 
try  banks,  gave  opportunity  to  the  enemies  of  such 
institutions  to  propagate  suspicions  concerning- 
them;  and  all  these  troubles  were  aggravated,  w 
will  not  say  wantonly  aggravated,  by  a portion  of 
the  press. 

Thus  things  were  proceeding,  when  by  a con 
certed  movement  between  the  United  States'  bank 
and  our  local  institutions,  measures  were  adopted 
for  the  relief  of  the  community:  and  from  that  n*p 
ment  the  state  of  the  money  market  has  been  est 
dently  improving.  During  the  three  last  days  of 
the  week  we  did  not  hear  of  a single  failure. 
Stocks  which  had  been  rapidly  declining,  began  to 
rally— and  confidence,  though  still  scarce,  was  per- 
ceptibly gaining  ground.  We  feel  assured  that 
these  encouraging  indications  will  continue  and  in 
crease,  until  the  money  market  shall  recover  its 
usual  healthy  condition.  Perfect  restoration  is  not 
however,  to  be  expected  in  a day;  the  disease  was 
too  deeply  seated,  and  some  of  the  exciting  causes 
still  remain.  But  with  prudence  and  moderation 
on  the  part  of  the  patients,  and  careful  management 
by  the  physicians,  a complete  recovery  is  certain 
and  cannot  be  far  remote.  To  drop  the  figure,  no 
thing  could  more  fully  prove  the  substantial  basis 
on  which  our  mercantile  credit  rests — the  resources 
even  in  the  worst  of  times,  which  a vast  propor- 
tion of  our  merchants  are  able  to  command — than 
the  fiery  ordeal  through  which  they  have  passed. 

The  result  of  the  whole  matter,  instead  of  de 
stroying  confidence,  ought  to  increase  it: — confi 
dence,  we  mean,  in  the  general  soundness  of  the 
business  community  of  New  York,  and  their  ability, 
under  any  supposable  circumstances,  to  meet  their 
engagements.  We  can  say  without  fear  of  contra 
diction,  that  there  is  no  other  mercantile  body, 
equally  numerous,  in  the  world,  which  could  bav 


met  such  a storm,  with  so  few  disasters.  And  as 
to  the  banks,  there  has  not  been  a single  failure, 
far  or  near.  This  speaks  well  for  their  condition; 
since  to  them  also,  as  well  as  to  the  merchants,  the 
ordeal  has  been  severe. 

We  think  it  is  now  time  for  people  to  “thank 
God  and  take  courage.”  Down  with  the  panic 
makers,  and  down  with  the  prevalent  distrust.  The 
esources  of  the  country  are  vast,  and  no  financial 
embarrassments,  in  time  of  peace,  can  be  more  than 
temporary.  A bright  sun  will  soon  dispel  the 
remaining  darkness,  and  days  of  prosperity  and 
glory  will  be  ours.  In  the  mean  time  we  shall 
save  learned  lessons  of  wisdom  which  experience 
alone  can  teach,  and  which  will  tend  greatly  to  re- 
strain speculation  in  times  to  come.  What  we 
learn  from  our  fathers  we  soon  forget;  but  what  we 
learn  by  experience,  we  are  apt  to  remember.  No 
body,  says  Dr.  Johnson,  ever  forgot  a man  that 
kicked  his  shins. 

j From  the  Albany  Argus. 

The  following  is  an  extract  Irom  o.  i»tt«  from 
one  of  the  most  intelligent  merchants  and  sound  re- 
publicans in  the  city  of  New  York: 

“Not  a little  feeling  has  been  evinced  in  regard 
to  the  continuance  of  the  ‘specie  circular.’  A strong 
memorial  was  sent  some  days  since,  asking  for  a re- 
peal or  modification  of  the  order  in  some  way,  to  al- 
ow the  southern  and  western  banks  to  recommence 
their  commercial  facilities.  As  yet  no  reply  has 
been  received.  A change  in  that  system,  even  to  a 
moderate  extent,  would  help  us  here  amazingly. — 
It  would  go  very  far  towards  restoring  confidence  in 
domestic  collections,  and  would,  consequently,  ena- 
ble the  merchants  to  effect  negotiations  of  their  ex- 
change paper.  The  impossibility  of  doing  any 
thing  with  their  securities  has  been  the  main  cause 
of  the  prevailing  scarcity  of  funds.” 


MONEY  MATTERS  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 

From  Bicknell’s  Reporter,  April  4. 

Although  several  failures  have  occurred  both  in 
this  city  and  New  York,  since  our  last,  we  believe 
that  the  crisis  has  gone  by,  and  that  the  panic  will 
soon  pass  over.  That  there  has  been  great  distress 
and  suffering  in  a pecuniary  point  of  view — and 
that  money  still  commands  an  exorbitant  rate  ot  in- 
terest, it  would  be  in  vain  to  deny; — but  it  is  proper 
to  add,  that  the  general  credit  of  our  city  remains 
untouched — the  great  mass  of  our  prudent  and  intel- 
ligent merchants  and  exchange  brokers  are  per- 
fectly firm  and  safe — and  real  estate  still  commands 
its  lull  value.  The  pressure  hns  been  experienced 
in  some  degree,  by  all  who  are  extensively  engaged 
in  business,  but  few  have  suffered  to  any  considera- 
ble extent,  who  did  not  speculate  extravagantly 
themselves,  or  were  not  immediately  connected 
with  and  dependent  upon  speculators.  We  repeat, 
therefore,  that  the  general  credit  of  Philadelphia  is 
untouched — that  the  crisis  has  gone  by; — money, 
however,  may  yet  be  said  to  be  worth  two  per  cent, 
per  month. 

Office  of  the  Philadelphia  Enquirer. 

April  3,  10  o’clock,  P.  M. 

.THE  SOUTHWARK  BANK. 

In  consequence  of  a silly  rumour  circulated  by 
some  mischievous  wag!  a great  demand  was  made  at 
the  Southwark  bank  yesterday  for  specie.  It  was 
promptly  met,  and  gold  and  silver  freely  given  for 
the  notes  of  the  institution.  In  order  to  accommo- 
date the  alarmed,  the  bank  kept  open  till  four 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon — an  hour  later  than  usual. 
The  Philadelphia  banks  are  perhaps  in  as  healthy 
antLsound  a condition  as  any  similar  institutions  in 
the  union. 

Florida.  From  the  Globe.  An  official  commu- 
nication has  been  received  from  gen.  Jesup,  dated 
Fort  Dade,  March  18th,  in  which  he  states  that  the 
principal  chief  of  the  Seminoles,  Micanopy,  has 
been  with  them  since  the  evening- of  the  16th,  and 
has  approved  the  convention  entered  into  by  the  se- 
cond, third  and  fourth  chiefs  of  the  nation,  of  the 
6th  of  March.  Micanopy  requests  that  capt  Page 
may  be  allowed  to  accompany  his  people  to  the 
west.  That  several  Micasauky  Indians  had  come 
into  camp  on  the  18th,  and  Micanopy  has  heard 
from  the  chief  of  that  band  Abi-a-ca,  (Sam  Jones), 
also  from  Os-ce-ola.  Those  chiefs  are  both  be- 
tween Apoke  and  the  St.  Johns,  and  Micanopy  and 
Alligator  have  no  doubt  of  bringing  them  in  early 
next  month,  perhaps  sooner. 

Gen.  Jesup  believes  the  war  to  be  at  an  end.  He 
holds  the  troops  in  such  a position,  as  to  produce 
the  best  military  effect,  and  can  operate  in  any  di- 
rection from  Fort  Dade,  and  never  be  more  (hail 
from  thirty  to  fifty  miles  from  a depot.  Should  (he 
Indians  not  act  in  good  faith,  he  shall  be  able  to  at- 
tack them  on  either  side  of  him,  in  from  three  to 
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five  days — with  mounted  men,  in  much  less  time. 
Micanopy  informed  gen.  Jesup  that  he  had  never 
before  consented  to  emigrate,  but  that  he  now  be- 
lieved that  the  Great  Spirit  had  so  ordered  that  he 
should  leave  the  land  of  his  fathers,  and  he  has  sub- 
mitted cheerfully.  Gen.  Jesup  states  that  he  shall 
discharge  in  a few  days  the  battalion  of  Alabama 
drafts.  The  following  is  a copy  of  the  instrument 
signed  by  Micanopy,  confirming  what  had  been 
done  by  the  chiefs  who  represented  him  and  the  na- 
tion: ^ 

“I,  Micanopy,  principal  chief  of  the  Seminole  na- 
tion ol  Indians,  having  had  read  and  fully'-  explained 
to. me  certain  “.articles  of  capitulation,”  entered  in- 
to on  the  6th  day  of  March,  1337,  at  Fort  Dad;, 
Florida,  between  major  general  Jesup,  of  the  United 
States  army,  for  and  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  Hoethle-ma-tie,  (Jumper),  Holatoochee,  Yaho- 
loochee,  (Cloud),  Halpatah,  Hajo,  &c.  my  repre- 
sentatives, do  hereby  fully  acknowledge  and  con- 
firm every  article  of  the  same. 

Given  at  Fort  Dade,  Florida,  this  ISth  day  of 
March,  1837.  (Signed) 

Micanopy  his  X mark. 

It  is  stated  that  Osceola  and  Philip  have  expressed 
a determination  not  to  surrender.  Another  account 
says,  Philip  has  declared  that  he  will  not  remain 
out  if  Micanopy  surrendered.  Of  so  little  import- 
ance, however,  are  the  efforts  of  both  warriors  re- 
garded that  general  Jesup  has  dismissed  his  wagon 
train  between  Fort  Dade  and  Garey ’s  ferry,  and 
considers  the  war  at  an  end.  Tiger  Tail  and  his 
band,  about  112,  have  proceeded  to  Tampa  Bay  with 
a view  to  immediate  emigration. 

General  Jesup  was  making  arrangements  to  es- 
tablish a military  post,  at  Musquito,  and  for  that 
purpose  was  transporting  troops  from  St.  Augus- 
tine. ° 

The  following  is  a verification  of  our  fears  from 
the  predatory  bands  that  will  remain  in  the  country. 

The  Tallahassee  Watchman  of  the  22d  ultimo, 
says — By  a letter  directed  to  the  post  master  at  this 
place,  dated  Mineral  Springs,  March  16th,  we  learn 
that  on  the  11th  inst.  a man  and  boy  were  killed  at 
one  of  the  stands,  between  the  Springs  and  Jack- 
sonville. Also  a family  near  Port  Mills,  have  fallen 
victims  to  savage  cruelty.  We  have  not  heard  the 
names  ol  those  killed.  These  depredations  were 
doubtless  committed  by  some  of  Powell’s  band.” 

File  last  St.  Augustine  Herald  states,  that  “the 
family  of  a Dr.  Hickman  were  murdered  a few 
days  since  at  the  Sulpher  Spring  on  the  Santaffv 
river,  about  seven  miles  from  IVewnansviIle.  Dr. 
H.  and  wife  were  killed,  and  another  woman  re- 
siding with  him  was  wounded  in  two  places  in  the 
thigh. 

From  the  Tallahassee  Floridian  of  March  25. — 
Camp  news.  A rumor  has  reached  town  that  the 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  Seminoles  has  been  broken, 
and  that  general  Jesup  has  again  taken  the  field. — 
This  intelligence  corncs  from  a company  of  dra- 
goons, sent  by  general  Jesup  to  protect  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  Suwannee.  We  place  no  reliance 
on  it  whatever,  W e have  as  late  intelligence  from 
Tampa,  as  could  possibly  have  been  obtained 
through  this  channel.  At  that  time  a large  num: 
her  of  Indians  had  come  in,  and  were  ready  to  emi- 
grate; mutual  confidence  seemed  to  exist  between 
the  contracting  parties.  Runners  had  been  sent  to 
the  Suwannee  and  Philip’s  town  to  bring  in  those 
bands,  and  ;t  was  understood  that  the  Seminoies 
would  employ  force  should  any  of  their  nation  hold 
out  after  the  general  capitulation. 

The  arrival  of  these  dragoons  at  the  Suwannee, 
is  in  accordance  with  an  order  of  general  Jesup, 
which  we  ought  to  have  noticed  last  week,  but  it 
escaped  our  attention.  It  is  a precautionary  mea- 
sure, and  is  a part  of  the  arrangement  made  by  that 
prudent  officer,  by  which  the  Indians,  should  they 
meditate  it,  will  gain  nothing  by  treachery.  No 
despatches  respecting  a renewal  of  hostilities  have 
been  received  by  the  government  officers  hero, 
wine.,  ol  itself  is  proof  that  the  report  is  without 
foundation. 

We  learn  also  that  a trail  indicating  a large  num- 
ber oi  Indians  has  been  seen  within  the  last  few 
‘•ays  leading  eastward  across  the  Suwannee.  This 
tact  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  parties  which 
have  hung  on  our  frontier  for  some  months  past, 
are  returning  to  the  nation,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  ot  the  treaty  of  capitulation. 


a misrepresen- 
great  enthusiasm 


given  to  Santa  Ana  was  altogether 
tation.  He  was  welcomed  with  gu_ 
by  the  great  body  of  his  countrymen.  Lieutenant 
Tatnall  remained  a week  with  Santa  Ana  alter  he 
landed;  during  which  time,  the  news  of  his  return 
had  reached  the  capital,  and  many  other  important 
points,  from  all  of  which,  letters  giving  accounts  of 
demonstrations  of  great  joy  for  the  deliverance  of 
Santa  Ana,  were  received  by  him. 

Lieut.  Tatnall  believes  the  invasion  of  Texas  will 
not  be  repeated.  The  military  preparations  of  Bus- 
tamente  are  considered  by  intelligent  persons  as  in- 
tended to  maintain  his  authority  at  home,  against 
the  popularity  of  Santa  Ana  with  the  people. 

Another  account  from  New  Orleans  says:  Intel- 
ligence has  been  received  from  Metamoras  to  the 
20th  ult.  gen.  Bravo  with  his  army,  consisting  of 
about  3,300  men,  had  commenced  crossing  their 
camp  equipage.  They  would  march  on  the  last  of 
MA.-oh  and  had  abundant  provisions  by  arrivals 
lrom  New  Orleans.  The  Mexican  government  had 
contracted  for  a loan  of  #1,500,000,  to  be  advanced 
in  monthly  payments  of  #150,000.  Thirteen  of  the 
prisoners,  lately  confined  at  Metamoras,  had  arrived 
at  New  Orleans. 

The  French  minister  at  Mexico  had  received  or- 
ders from  his  government,  by  the  last  English 
packet,  to  insist  upon  the  reimbursement  of  alT  the 
forced  loans  imposed  on  the  French  citizens;  and  in 
case  of  refusal,  to  demand  his  passports. 

The  English  vice  consul  at  Tampico,  Mr.  Craw 
ford,  will  shortly  pass  through  New  Orleans,  on  his 
way  to  Texas,  where  he  is  ordered  by  his  govern- 
ment, in  order  to  make  a report  as  to  the  state  of 
the  country. 

The  ^warlike  message  of  president  Jackson  has 
been  received  very  coolly  at  the  capital. 

From  the  N.  O.  Commercial  Herald  of  March  26. 

Mr.  Butler,  United  States  consul  to  Mexico, 
(who  was  superseded  by  Mr.  Ellis),  has  just  arriv- 
ed in  this  city.  Since  bis  recall,  he  has  been  tra- 
velling through  various  parts  of  Mexico,  and  has 
had  excellent  opportunities  of  becoming  conversant 
with  the  general  state  of  affairs  throughout  that  agi- 
tated country.  We  learn  that  he  was  present  at  a 
recent  review  of  the  Mexican  troops  stationed  at 
Metamoras,  where  they  amounted  to  three  thou- 
sand three  hundred,  but  were  not  well  clothed,  nor 
in  a high  state  of  discipline. 

It  appears  that  Bravo  has  become  greatly  dissa- 
tisfied with  Bustamente  for  having  superseded  him, 
and  that  he  has  undoubtedly  come  to  some  secret 

UIK.llSX2> landing  willi  Ou.  nice  Aim,  1/j  vvlii^li  lliey  pj  U- 

pose  and  hope  to  overthrow  their  common  enemy. 
Santa  Ana,  it  seems,  has  changed  his  line  of  tactics, 
and  declared  his  intention  of  supporting  the  federal 
party  and  the  constitution  of  1824.  So  far  from  his 
having  been  coolly  received  at  Vera  Cruz  and  the 
places  on  that  line  of  coast,  he  was  welcomed  with 
much  enthusiasm  and  marked  demonstrations  of 
joy  op  the  part  of  the  populace;  and,  from  all  we 
can  learn  of  “coming  events”  by  their  “casting  sha- 
dows before,”  Bravo  and  Santa  Ana  are  very  likely 
to  wean  the  army  from  its  support  of  the  present 
party  in  power,  and  plunge  Mexico  in  a civil  war, 
if  the  othershould  oppose  force  to  force. 

Maryland  and  the  surplus.  Tire  legisla- 
ture of  this  state,  after  considering  many  projects 
for  the  distribution  of  her  portion  of  the  surplus  re- 
venue, finally  adopted  the  expedient  of  leaving  it 
at  the  discretion  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Western 
Shore  to  deposite  it  in  some  incorporated  bank  or 
ban.ks  in  Baltimore  or  elsewhere,  upon  condition 
that  they  give  five  per  cent,  interest,  and  security 
to  refund  it  at  the  future  control  of  the  next  general 
assembly.  In  pursuance  of  this  authority  the  trea- 
surer has  deposited  it  with  the  Union  and  Franklin 
banks  of  Baltimore. 


ing  discredit  on  the  government,  at  the  risk  of  treat- 
ing with  the  blackest  ingratitude  a friendly  nation 
which  so  generously  aids  us  in  the  present  struggle. 
It  the  journalists  who  repeat  such  absurdities  do 

"tuf”' e credit to  them’  why  do  they  publish  them 

One  of  our  latest  numbers  of  the  London  Morn- 
ing Chronicle,  which,  we  would  remark,  is  the  <re- 
vernment  organ  of  Great  Britain,  contains  an  arti- 
cle from  the  editor  on  the  subject.  It  is  important, 
and  details  disadvantages  which  would  result  to  the 
old  country  from  the  possession  of  Cuba,  that  have 
never,  probably,  occurred  to  our  politicians — at 
least,  they  have  never  been  published  on  this  side 
the  Atlantic.  The  editor  says: 

“The  American  papers  generally  evince  great 
jealousy  of  supposed  British  inteference  in  the  af- 
fairs of  Cuba;  and  the  Madrid  papers  contain  a 
statement,  that  a protest  has  been  presented  to  the 
Spanish  government  by  the  American  minister, 
against  an  imaginary  project  of  transferring  that 
island  to  England  as  a security  for  a loan  proposed 
to  be  contracted  by  Senor  Mendizabal.  Of  the 
value  ot  Cuba  as  a colonial  possession,  and  as  con- 
taining the  largest  quantity  of  fertile  soil,  and  the 
finest  harbor  in  the  West  Indies,  there  can  be  no 
doubt;  but  even  if  ceded  gratuitously  by  Spain  it 
would  be  a costly  acquisition  to  England.  That 
island  contains  upwards  of  400,000  slaves,  who 
could  not  be  retained  in  slavery  under  the  princi- 
ple now  recognised  in  all  British  colonial  posses- 
sions; and  to  compensate  their  owners  for  their 
emancipation,  on  a scale  similar  to  that  already 
established  in  the  adjoining  West  India  islands, 
would  be,  in  other  words,  to  levy  a new  contribution 
of  eight  or  ten  millions  sterling  on  the  people  of  Great 
Britain.” 

Island  of  Cuba.  We  see  it  authoritatively 
stated,  that  our  minister  plenipotentiary  at  Madrid, 
the  hon.  Mr.  Eaton,  has  presented  an  “energetic- 
protest”  to  queen  Isabella’s  government  against  the 
proposal  to  pawn  the  island  of  Cuba  to  Great  Bri- 
tain as  security  lor  a loan— arid  telling  her  Catholic- 
majesty  that  the  United  States  will,  in  no  event, 
permit  the  British  government  to  hold  the  island. — 
We  question,  very  much,  whether  the  Cubans  them- 
selves would  agree  to  such  an  arrangement. 

[Ah  Y.  Courier. 

Texas.  “A  distinguished  citizen  of  Mississippi, 
who  was  yesterday  in  this  city,  states  that  there  is 
u-iuin  eiiiiuu  m rex  as  o'n  tue  nrst  Monday  in 
May.  He  adds  that  tie  himself  is  on  his  way  from 
Washington  city  to  Texas  to  attend  the  delibera- 
tions, and  that  senators  Calhoun  and  Preston,  of  the 
United  States  senate,  will  be  present.  If  such  a 
proceeding  is  really  to  take  place,  why  do  we  see 
no  mention  of  it  in  the  Texian  arid  New  Orleans 
papers?” 

The  above  is  from  the  Louisville  Journal.  “A 
distinguished  citizen  of  Mississippi”  must  be  in 
error.  We  have  heard  nothing  before  of  the  con- 
vention in  Texas;  and,  should  such  convention  take 
place,  we  are  confident  that  neither  Mr.  Calhoun 
nor  Mr.  Preston  has  any  idea  of  attending  it.  The 
ular  annual  session  of  the  Texian  congress  will 


be  held  on  the  first  of  May. 


[ Reformer . 


Mexico.  The  United  States  barque  Pioneer, 
limit,  com.  ratnall,  on  board  of  which  gen.  Santa 
•Ana  was  conveyed  to  Mexico,  arrived  at  Norfolk 
oil  Thursday,  the  30th  ult.  from  Vera  Cruz,  and  ten 
days  from  Havanfta.  Every  thing  was  quiet  at  the 
ahm/e  ports  when  the  Pioneer  sailed. 

. h^  editors  ol  tne  Washington  “Globe”  have  had 
a lew  moments  conversation  with  lieut.  Tatnall, 
and  learn  from  him  that  the  reported  cold  reception 


Great  Britain,  Spain  and  Cuba.  For  some 

limn  pnsf.  (says  the  Pennsylvania  Tnnnirpr),  fliere 
has  been  a rumor  that  the  British  government  was 
about  to  receive  a pffdge  or  mortgage  on  the  island 
of  Cuba,  as  security  for  a loan  to  he  advanced  to 
the  queen  of  Spain.  If  we  may  judge  from  the  fol- 
lowing paragraphs  it  will  be  inferred,  riot’only  that 
the  rumor  is  incorrect,  but  that  such  a measure 
would  be  absolutely  unpopular  in  England.  The 
Madrid  Gazette  remarks: 

“The  Espanol  of  the  8th,  in  referring  to  different 
foreign  journals,  speaks  of  a new  treaty  which  is 
shortly  to  be  concluded  between  England  and  Spain, 
and  by  virtue  of  which  the  former  power  will  take 
possession  of  Cuba.  This  new-s  is  false.  The  go- 
vernment could  never  have  conceived  such  an  ab- 
surd project.  We  are  not  astonished  that  malevo- 
lence or  ignorance  should  propagate  such  rumors  in 
foreign  countries;  but  that  a nation-.!  journal  should 
circulate  them  without  vouching  for  the  truth  of  its 
statement,  sufficiently  proves  its  intention  of  throvv- 


French  indemnity.  In  last  “Register”  we 
published  a notice  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
relation  in  to  the  clerical  error  in  the  award  of  the 
commissioners  under  the  treaty  with  France.  The 
following  has  also  been  published  by  the  secretary 
of  that  department. 

OFFICIAL. 

Notice  to  claimants  under  the  convention  with  France. 

Treasury  department,  March  29,  1837. 

A portion  of  the  fifth  instalment  of  the  indem- 
nity due  from  France,  having  beeirreceived  by  the 
agent  of  this  department,  notice  is  hereby  given  to 
the  holders  of  the  certificates,  that  a partial  pay- 
ment ot  five  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  the  re- 
spective awards  on  which  certificates  have  been 
issued,  will  be  made  on  the  15th  day  of  April  next, 
on  application  at  either  of  the  following  banks: 

Commercial  bank,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Merchants’  hank,  Boston. 

Girard  bank,  Philadelphia. 

Union  bank  of  Maryland,  Baltimore. 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Or  at  the  bank  of  America,  New  Y^rlc,  to  which 
the  other  banks  will  forward  their  accounts  for  the 
payments  made. 

The  residue  of  said  instalment  will  be  paid  when- 
ever 'it  shall  be  received  from  Europe  and  the  net 
proceeds  shall  be  ascertained. 

Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  receipts  and  expenditures. — 
From  the  Globe.  Treasury  department,  April  ], 
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1837.  Notice  is  hereby  given,  in  conformity  to  a 
resolution  of  the  senate,  passed  March  2,  1837, 
that  the  receipts  for  the  month  of  January  last — 
For  customs,  were  $1,113,936  84 

For  lands  1,250,364  70 


$2,363,801  54 

Those  for  the  month  of  February  last,  were — 
For  custom  $1,897,762  49 

For  lands  989,516  91 


$2,887,279  40 

These  statements  are  compiled  from  the  bank  re- 
turns made  to  this  office,  and  will  not  probably  vary 
much  from  the  correct  sums,,  as  ascertained  after 
the  end  of  the  quarter. 

The  receipts  for  March,  after  fully  reported  here, 
will  be  published  on  the  1st  May;  and  those  for  the 
residue  of  the  recess  of  congress  in  a similar  man- 
ner monthiy. 

It  may  be  useful  and  interesting  to  many  to  know 
the  expenditures  during  the  month;  and,  conse- 
quently, they  will  be  added.  Those  in  January 
were  $1,768,412  81,  and  in  Feb.  $2,228,221  22. 

Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Appropriations  by  congress.  From  an  offi- 
cial statement,  made  by  the  clerk  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  it  appears  that  the  appropriations 
made  during  the  late  session  of  congress  were  as 
follows: 

RECAPITULATION. 

Civil  and  diplomatic  expenses,  $8,782,891  43 
Army,  18-37,  5,180,090  05 

Military  academy,  do.  168,526  94 

Navy,  do.  6,844,362  35 

Indian  department  and  treaties,  1837,  2,382,770  00 
Suppression  of  Indian  hostilities,  4,000,000  00 
Revolutionary  and  other  pensioners,  1,593,936  00 
Construction  and  repair  of  certain  roads  462,496  63 
Removal  of  obstructions  in  and  at  the 

mouths  of  certain  rivers,  1837,  1,912,188  00 

Lighthouses,  light  boats,  beacon  lights, 

buoys  and  dolphins,  1837,  921,964  00 

Private  claims  (specific)  11,68-5  00 


$32,260,910  40 

Government  loans.  From  the  N.  York  Jour- 
nal of  Commerce.  In  copying  a paragraph  from 
one  of  the  southern  papers,  stating  that  the  treasury 
department  at  Washington  had  loaned  to  the  Hu'nts- 

vllle-  Tjraildl  vauK  $>oo\7,\r\jv,  lUi  uilny  ytraio  at  flve 

per  cent,  interest  per  annum,  we  inquired  whether 
the  government  had  a right  to  lend  the  people’s  mo- 
ney for  such  a period.  A friend  informs  us  that 
the  money  so  loaned,  does  not  belong  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  but  to  the  Chickasaw  Indians; 
being  the  proceeds  from  the  sales  of  their  lands, 
and  required  by  treaty  to  be  invested  by  the  go- 
vernment in  permanent  securities,  and  the  income 
paid  over  to  the  Indians.  This  explanation  is  per- 
fectly satisfactory.  We  understand  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  Chickasaw  lands  (in  Mississippi)  al- 
ready amount  to  upwards  of  $2,009,000.  The 
$500,000  loaned  to  the  branch  bank  at  Huntsville, 
R invested  in  state  bonds  of  Alabama,  which  have 
thirty  years  to  run  and  pay  an  interest  of  5 per 
cent.  Similar  investments  have  also  been  made  in 
bonds  of  the  state  of  Arkansas,  which  have  been 
issued  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a capital  for  the 
State  bank  of  Arkansas. 

Neapolitan  indemnity.  The  last  New  York 
American  contained  the  following: 

“The  bank  of  America  will  also  draw  their  bills 
on  the  Rothschilds  of  Paris,  for  upwards  of  a mil- 
lion of  francs.” 

The  above  sum,  which  the  bank  of  America  pro- 
poses to  draw  for,  is,  we  presume,  on  account  of  the 
next  instalment  falling  due  under  the  Neapolitan 

treaty. 

That  bank  having,  as  we  learn,  an  open  credit  to 
a.  large  amount  upon  the  Rothschilds,  but  being  un- 
willing to  avail  of  it  under  existing  circumstances, 
suggested  that  the  next  instalment  to  be  paid  in 
May  or  June,  might  be  anticipated  under  that  cre- 
dit. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  we  are  informed, 
finding  that  the  interest  of  the  claimants,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things,  would  be  promoted  by  availing 
of  the  present  high  rate  of  exchange,  over  any  other 
mode  of  bringing  home  the  funds,  and  that  to  the 
extent  of  the  same,  they  might  be  used  to  relieve 
the  community,  unhesitatingly  assented  to  the  sug- 
gestion, and  directed  the  Messrs.  Welles,  the  agents 
for  receiving  the  indemnify,  to  pay  it  over  to  the 
Messrs,  Rothschilds  as  soon  as  received,  to  reim- 
burse them  for  the  bills  drawn  in  anticipation  of  its 
receipt 


It  is  for  this  sum,  and  upon  this  arrangement,  we 
presume,  the  bank  of  America  proposed  to  pass  its 
bills  on  Paris.  [Globe. 

Military  court  martial.  The  court  mar- 
tial ordered  for  the  trial  of  major  William  Gales,  of 
the  second  regiment  of  artillery,  convened  at 
Charleston,  S.  Cl  at  the  new  barracks,  at  10  O’clock, 
A.  M.  on'the  31st  ult.  The  following  officers  were' 
present: 

Brevet  brigadier  general  H.  Brady,  colonel  2d  in- 
fantry, and  president  of  the  court. 

Colonel  W.  Linsay,  2d  artillery. 

Brevet  colonel  J.  B.  Walback,  1st  arlillery. 

Lieutenant  colonel  J.  Bankhead,  3d  artillery. 

Lieutenant  colonel  A.  Cummings,  2d  infantry. 

Brevet  major  M.  P.  Lomax,  3d  artillery. 

Brevet  major  J.  Irving,  4th  artillery. 

Brevet  major  T.  F.  Hunt,  5th  infantry. 

Captain  G.  S.  Brane,  2d  artillery. 

Oaplaiu  2?.  U.  Galt,  -itli  ai  . 

Captain  John  Bradley,  2d  infantry. 

Captain  P.  Morrison,  4th  infantry. 

First  lieutenant  W.  C.  DeHart,  2d  regiment  of 
artillery,  judge  advocate. 

After  the  members  of  the  court  were  duly  sworn 
by  the  judge  advocate,  and  the  president  had  admi- 
nistered the  usual  oath  to  the  judge  advocate,  the 
latter  proceeded  to  read  the  charges  and  specifica- 
tions, to  which  the  accused  plead  not  guilty. 

Arrival  of  the  president.  From  the  Nash- 
ville Republican  of  25thv.lt.  Ex-president  Jackson, 
accompanied  by  hon.  James  K.  Polk,  col.  Earl,  and 
surgeon  general  Lawson,  arrived  at  this  place  yes- 
terday in  the  Emigrant.  He  was  greeted  by  the 
firing  of  cannon  and  the  ringing  of  beils.  On  leav- 
ing the  boat,  a procession  was  formed,  and  he  was 
escorted  up  Broad  street  to  the  Franklin  turnpike, 
thence  to  Spring  street,  from  Spring  street  to  Cher- 
ry street,  thence  to  Cedar  street,  and  from  Cedar 
street  to  the  Square,  where  an  address  was  read  by 
Dr.  James  Overton,  to  which  the  president  said  a 
few  words  in  reply,  in  tones  so  inaudible,  however, 
that  we  were  unable  to  catch  their  import.  He  was 
then  escorted  to  his  lodgings  at  theNashville  Inn, 
and  the  procession  dispersed. 

Lewis  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  The.  French 
frigate  Andromeda,  Henry  de  Villeneuve,  comman- 
der, arrived  in  Hampton  roads  on  the  night  of  Thurs- 
day the  30th  ul'c.  from  Rio  Janeiro  having  on  board 
j_,ew’is  rvapoieun  uoirdpane,  wuo  was  extieu  Dy  ine 
king  of  France  for  his  revolutionary  movements 
against  the  government.  The  young  prince  landed 
at  Norfolk  and  proceeded  to  the  north — and  the  fri- 
gate, as  soon  as  she  is  provisioned,  will  return  to 
Rio  Janeiro. 

The  frigate  Sirene,  com.  Dupoter,  having  on 
board  M.  Pontois,  minister  to  the  United  States 
from  France,  which  sailed  from  Rio  in  company 
with  the  Andromeda,  has  arrived  at  Norfolk. 


Pennsylvania.  The  legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia recently  passed  a bill  appropriating  $3,092,000 
for  works  of  internal  improvement  in  that  stade. 
The  bill  was  in  due  time  sent  to  the  governor  for 
his  signature,  and  on-  Monday  last  he  returned  it  to 
the  house  of  representatives  with  a message  stating 
his  reasons  for  refusing  to  sign  it — the  principal  of 
which  is,  that  it  will  increase  the  state  debt  to 
$ 50,000,000  in  about  four  years.  By  some  mis- 
take in  the  message,  as  we  learn  from  the  corres- 
pondent of  Poulson’s  Advertiser,  the  Freeport  and 
New  Castle  rail  road  is  inserted  among  the  works 
for  which  appropriations  were  made,  when  in  fact 
that  road  was  stricken  out  in  the  house.  The  mis- 
take is  said  to  have  arisen  by  the  items  having  been 
sent  to  the  canal  commissioners  for  a calculation  of 
the.  ultimate  cost  of  the  works,  and  they  calculated 
that  because  $2,000  had  been  appropriated  for  a 
surveyor  tne ’route,  mat  it  would  prooaDly  be  un- 
dertaken by  the  state;  and  thus  that  work  is  laid 
down  by  the  governor  as  one. which  would  cost  the 
state  a million  of  dollars  or  thereabouts.  But  there 
was  only  an  appropriation  for  a survey  in  the  bii! 
and  not  for  a subscription  of  stock. 

When  the  message  .was  read  an  animated  debate 
ensued,  after  which  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  and  it  stood  as  follows:  yeas  4S, 
nays  47 — the  constitution  requiring  a majority  of 
two-thirds,  the  biil  was  lost. 

Several  attempts  have  been  made  to  get  up  a new 
bill,  embracing  the  most  important  works — but  they 
all  failed.  The  friends  of  improvement  in  the  house 
are  determined  that  no  bill  shall  pass. 

P.  S.  The  legislature  adjourned  sine  die  on  Tues- 
day morning  last,  without  having  passed  any  bill  in 
the  nature  of  a substitute  for  the  one  vetoed  by  the 
governor. 


“Integrity  of  the  union.”  A convention 
of  delegates  from  the  different  counties  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, opposed  tp’the  movements  of  the  abolition- 
ists, is  to  be  held  in  Harrisburg  in  May  next.— 
Many  of  the  resolutions  adopted  in  the  primary  as- 
semblies condemn  the  course  of  the  abolitionists  in 
the  strongest  terms:  The  following,  adopted  at  a 

meeting  of  the  “friends  of  the  integrity  of  the 
union”  in  Butler  county,  shows  the  ground  assumed 
by  them  generally  throughout  the  state: 

Resolved,  That  the  doctrine  of  abolition  is  not 
only  unconstitutional,  but  fraught  with  dangerous 
and  alarming  consequences  to  the  integrity  of  the 
union — although  slavery  in  the  abstract,  is  an  evil 
which  cannot  be  abolished,  without  producing  evils 
greater  than  itself — and  the  only  effectual  mode  lo 
check  this  evil  is  to  encourage  colonization. 

A truly  benevolent  act.  From  ihe  National 
Intelligencer.  The  abolitionist  having  complained 
of  the  striciures  ol  a late  writer  in  the  Boston  Cou- 
rier, under  the  signature  of  Algernon  Sydney,  he 
puts  to  them  the  following  hard  case: 

“There  is  a poor  clergyman  living  in  a slave- 
holding community,  who  emancipated  several  years 
since  a woman,  and,  with  her,  four  sons,  under  the 
following  circumstances:  The  mother  and  her  four 

boys  had  been  purchased  by  a southern  slavetrader, 
and  were  to  be  taken  to  New'  Orleans  and  sold  un- 
der the  hammer;  her  husband  and  other  children 
were  to  be  left  behind.  She  came  to  this  clergy- 
man, and  with  a mother’s  agony  entreated  him  to 
purchase  her  and  her  children,  and  save  them  from 
this  heart-rending  separation.  He  was  principled 
against  holding  slaves,  and  had  not  the  means  to 
give  them  their  freedom.  But  her  distress  so 
wrought  upon  him,  that,  on  his  own  private  respon- 
sibility, he  raised  the  money  requisite,  and  set  them 
free.  This  debt  has  hung  like  a mill  stone  around 
bis  neck  ever  since.  To  meet  the  interest  and  in- 
stalments as  they  became  due,  he  hut  been  obliged 
to  sell  his  library,  and  even  his  household  furniture 
and  take  the  most  economical  lodgings  lor  himself 
and  family.  This  clergyman  is  one  of  the  most 
eloquent  writers  in  the  country;  but,  forgetting  his 
own  interest  in  the  moral  welfare  of  others,  conti- 
nues in  a station  where  his  income  is  only  suffi- 
cient to  give  him  his  bread.  By  self-denials  and 
privations,  extending  to  Ihe  necessary  comforts  of 
life,  he  has  managed  to  reduce  this,  slave-debt  from 
its  original  amount  to  six  hundred  dollars,  which 
yet  remains  unpaid. 

“Now',  what  I wish  to  say  to  the  abolitionists,  as 
advocates  of  immediate  emancipation,  is'this:  here 
are  five  persons  freed  at  once  from  slaver}';  here  is 
a remaining  debt  of  six  hundred  dollars,  oppressing 
and  embarrassing  the  individual  who  so  benevo- 
lently assumed  it.  Now,  if  they  will  raise,  among 
all  their  numbers  through  the  land,  three  hundred 
dollars,  to  liquidate  one-half  of  this  debt,  I will  pay 
the  remaining  three  hundred  dollars.  And  I hereby 
authorise  you,  as  soon  as  you  may  have  evidence 
that  they  have  raised  the  three  hundred  dollars,  to 
draw  on  me  lor  the  same  amount;  and  il  your  draft 
is  not  hono’-cd  at  once,  you  may  publish  my  real 
name  , to  the  world,  with  the  severest  censures  in 
your  power. 

“I  suppress  in  this  publication,  from  motives  of 
delicacy,  the  name  of  the  clergyman;  but  I send  it 
to  you, 'with  his  place  of  residence,  so  that  if  any 
one  doubts,  he  can  very  easily  have  his  doubts  re- 
moved.” 

The  above  statement  appeared  in  the  Courier 
about  ten  days  since,  and  we  have  the  pleasure  to 
state,  that  the  following  handsome  letter  from  the 
editor  of  the  Boston  Courier,  addressed  to  the  be- 
nevolent gentleman  alluded  to,  has  just  been  re- 
ceived in  this  city,  in  his  absence,  and  will  doubt- 
less be  duiy  and  properly  answered  as  scon  as  it 
shall  reach  him  on  his  journey: 

. “Poston.  March  27.  1837 

Dear  sir:  It  is  wLh  unfeigned  satisfaction  that  I 
transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  certificate  of  deposite 
in  the  Globe  bank  for  six  hundred  dollars.  This 
sum  was  placed  in  my  hands,  in  equal  portions,  by 
two  gentlemen,  for  "the  purpose  of  relieving  ) ou 
from  an  embarrassment,  in  which,  it  is  undcrstoco, 
you  became  involved  some  years  ago,  by  the  pur- 
chase of  certain  slaves,  in  order  lo  set  them  bee. 
I claim  no  other  ciedit  for  myself  in  regard  to  this 
transaction,  than  that  ot  being  the  confidential 
agent  of  the  two  gentlemen,  who,  in  the  columns 
of  the  Boston  Courier,  have  thus  provoked  each 
ether  to  good  works. 

“With  mv  best  wishes  that  the  enterprise  to 
which  you  have  devoted  your  life  may  be  as  sue- 
cessful'as  its  object  is  glorious,  accept  the  assurances 
of  the  personal  respects  of  your  friend,  e\ei  and 
truly,  Joseph  T.  Buckingham. 
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Interesting  correspondence.  The  following 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  Brixham  shipping;  as- 
sociation, accompanied  by  a copy  of  a letter  from 
com.  Elliott  to  the  British  consul  at  Cadiz,  has  been 
transmitted  to  the  department  of  state  by  A.  Vail, 
esq.  by  whom  it  was  received  at  Paris,  and  to  whom 
it  appears  to  have  been  addressed,  under  an  er- 
roneous impression  that  he  was  still  the  represen- 
tative of  the  United  States  at  London.  These  let- 
ters are  published  in  compliance  with  the  desire 
expressed  in  behalf  of  the  shipping  association  at 
Brixham,  and  as  an  act  of  justice  to  commodore 
Elliott,  by  wdiose  humane  exertions  a vessel  belong- 
ing to  that  port  is  stated  to  have  been  saved  from 
shipwreck.  [Globe. 

U.  S.  frigate  Constitution,  J.  D.  Elliott,  com. 

Sir:  At  sea  on  the  22d  instant,  I fell  in  with  a 
vessel  cripplod,  and  entirely  dismasted.  She  prov- 
ed to  be  the  schooner  Perseverance,  of  Dartmouth, 
capt.  Adams,  who  had  left  Cadiz  on  the  7th,  laden 
with  wine,  and  bound  for  Liverpool.  It  blew  a 
strong  gale,  and  I was  unable  to  communicate  with 
her  by  trumpet  or  by  boarding.  I veered  her  a 
hawser,  the  prompt  acceptance  of  which  on  the  part 
of  the  captain  cannot  but  be  approved  by  all  who 
are  interested.  A strong  east  wind  prevailing,  I 
took  her  in  tow  for  Lisbon.  The  wind  came  out 
adverse,  the  gale  shifting,  ami  the  sea  making  a 
high  breach  over  her.  A flag  of  distress  was  hoist- 
ed; the  wind  proved  more  adverse  within  thirty 


Certificate  to  congress.  I do  hereby  certify  that 
Nathaniel  Fanning,  of  Stonington,  state  of  Connc-c 
ticut,  has  sailed  with  me  in  the  station  of  midship 
man  eighteen  months,  while  I commanded  the' 
Good  Man  Richard,  until  she  was  lost  in  the  action 
with  the  Serapis,  and  in  the  Alliance  and  Ariel 
frigates.  His  bravery  on  board  the  first  mentioned 
ship,  in  the  action  with  the  Serapis,  a king’s  ship 
of  fifty  guns,  off  Flamborough  Head,  while  he  had 
the  command  of  the  maintop,  will,  I hope,  recom- 
mend him  to  the  notice  of  congress  in  the  line  of 
promotion,  with  his  other  merits. 

Jno.  Paul  Jones. 

L’Oricnt,  (in  France),  Dec.  17,  I7S0. 

California.  It  has  already  been  stated  that 
the  province  of  California,  heretofore  under  the 
Mexican  government,  declared  its  independence  in 
the  fall  of  iast  year.  A correspondent,  (who  al- 
ludes to  a letter  containing  the  particulars,  sent 
via  Callao,  which  has  not  come  to  hand),  writes 
under  date  of  San  Diego,  December  27,  that  “the 
first  article  of  the  plan  of  the  revolution  at  Mcntery 
is,  that  they  declare  themselves  independent  of 
Mexico  until  the  re-establishment  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  1S24,  so  that  their  cry  is  feileralismo.  This, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Texas  alfiair,  will  make  th 
Mexicans  very  angry,  and  more  especially  when 
they  hear  that  they  were  assisted  by  foreigners  and 
by  two  or  three  American  vessels  in  the  port.  We 
expect  Mexican  troops  here  in  a few  short  months, 


miles  of  Lisbon.  I bore  up  for  this  port;  and  now 
take  pleasure  in  bringing  the  vessel  here  without  tllat  is  if  they  can  send  them,  and  I expect  nothing 
further  injury,  since  she  was  taken  in  tow.  The  short  of  the  dismissal  of  the  foreign  vessels  and 
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persevering  industry  of  the  captain  entitles  him  to 
the  kind  consideration  of  the  owners.  It  affords 
me  pleasure,  sir,  to  deliver  her  into  your  hands, 


foreigners.  Indeed  we  fear  something  has  already 
happened  to  disturb  our  pacific  relation  with  Mexi 
co,  as  it  is  now  two  or  three  months  since  two  ves- 


and  more  so  in  being  the  providential  instrument  of  sels  have  been  expected  here  from  the  U.  States.” 
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rendering  assistance  to  a vessel  bearing  the  flag  of 
a nation  to  whom  we  are  allied  by  the  ties  of  lan- 
guage, and  the  many  pleasing  recollections  of  mu- 
tual intercourse.  I am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  Elliott,  coni,  the  U.  S.  forces  in 

the  Mediterranean  and  adjacent  islands. 

To  J.  M.  Blackenburg,  his  B.  M's  consul,  Cadiz. 


A letter  of  December  IS,  received  by  a merdan- 
tile  house,  states  that  the  governor  general,  and 
such  as  chose  to  follow  him  had  been  expelled  from 
the  territory,  and  that  Don  Mariano  G.  Ballejo,  a 
native  of  California,  was  at  the  head  of  affairs. 

[Boston  Patriot. 


Brixham,  Torba.y,  January  17,  1337. 
Excellent  sir:  The  humane  conduct  of  J.  D.  El- 
liott, esq.  commander  of  the  United  States  frigate’ 
Constitution,  and  commanding  the  United  States 
forces  in  the  Mediterranean  and  adjacent  islands,  in 
preserving  the  schooner  Perseverance,  of  Brixham, 
Torbay,  from  shipwreck,  has  called  forth  the  thanks 
ot  the  Brixham  society  of  ship  owners,  at  a public 
meeting  of  the  association,  and  they  are  desirous 
that  the  successful  exertions' and  noble  conduct  of 
J.  D.  Elliott,  esq.  should  be  made  public  in  Ame- 
rica; and  to  that  intent  they  have  directed  me  to 
forward  to  you  the  thanks  of  the  Brixham  shippin 
association  to  J.  D.  Elliott,  esq.  and  a. copy  of  his 
lettter  to  J.  M.  Blackenburg,  esq.  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty’s consul  at  Cadiz,  with  a request  that  you  will 
cause  the  praiseworthy  conduct  oGcapt.  Elliott  to 
be  made  known  in  the  proper  quarter,  and  publish- 
ed in  such  a way  as  may  show  the  gratitude  of  the 
Brixham  society  of  ship  owners,  and  the  disin 
terested  conduct  of  J.  D.  Elliott,  esq.  to  his  coun 
trymen.  [ am,  excellent  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant,  William  King, 
Secretary  of  the  Brixham  shipping  association. 

A.  Pail,  esq.  charge  d'affaires  for  U.  S.  A.  London. 

Honorable  testimony.  As  an  evidence  of 
the  braveiy  of  t!ie  officers  in  our  gallant  navy,  we 
give  the  following  extract  from  a letter  to  the  hon. 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  Yyith  the  voucher,  to  con- 
gress, of  commodore  John  Paul  Jones: 

“Midshipman  Fanning,  who  was  serving  on 
board  of  the  Bonhomme  Richard,  and  whose  name 
will  be  found  in  that  ship’s  enrolment,  had  the  fa- 
vor to  be  selected  by  captain  Jones,  and  was  acting 
previous  to,  and  at  the  time  of  the  celebrated  battl~ 
as  his  private  seer; 


New  Grenada.  We  translate  the  following  from 
the  last  Courrier  des  Etats  Unis.  It  gives  a some- 
what different  complexion  to  the  recent  movements 
in  New  Grenada,  from  that  presented  by  all  the 
other  accounts  we  have  seen,  which  have  come,  be 
it  remembered,  from  English  informants. 

From  a letter  dated.  Carthagena,  Feb.  25,  1S37. 
“Our  difficulties  with  Great  Britain  are  arranged, 
but  in  a most  extraordinary  manner.  The  British 
government  may,  indeed,  say  that  it  has.  obtained 
all  it  demanded,  but  not  fiom  our  government,  for 
its  outrageous  demands  have  been  resisted  by  the 
latter  to  the  end. 

The  judgment  of  the  court  at  Panama,  in  the  af- 
fair of  Russell,  was  carried  up  to  the  supreme  court 
of  Magdalena,  and  by  this  court  remitted  to  the 
court  of  Panama,  with  an  order  for  a new  trial. 
The  judge  consulted  his  associate,  (assesseur),  and 
in  accordance  with  his  opinion,  declared  himself  to 
be  without  jurisdiction  of  the  case.  Russell  was 
consequently  set  at  liberty,  and  immediately  took 
refuge  on  board  one  of  the  British  vessels. 

His  release  becoming  known,  the  British  admiral 
required  the  governor  of  Carthagena  to  pay  him 
§■5,000  as  indemnification  for  Russell,  which  the 
governor  refused.  But  the  administrative  counci 
(Junta  da  Hacienda),  being  informed-  of  the  de- 
mand, thought  proper  to  pay  the  money  on  its  own 
anthority,  and  the  blockade  was  immediately  raised. 

Our  government  has  strongly  condemned  the  con- 
duct of  the  judge  in  denying  his  jurisdiction,  and 
has  direSted  proceedings  to  be  instituted  against 
him  for  having,  under  this  pretext,  refused  to  fulfil 
his  duty,  and  Tor  having  released  Russell  without 
security  for  "his  return  to  prison  if  so  required  in 
the  end.  The  members  of  the  administration  coun- 
cil will  be  required  to  pay  the  $ 5,000  out  of  their 
own  pockets.” 


Mary,  During  its  rage,  the  cap 

m me  Richard’s  maintop,  and  mor 

of  the  men  at  the  station,  had  been  slain.  Jones 
eye  quickly  observing  this,  he  promptly  gave  an 
order  to  midshipman  Fanning  to  take  a fresh  gang 
to  the  maintop,  and  see  what  he  could  do  there  in 


. . • t . - . c r . The  richest  man  on  earth.  ThePariseor- 

taiu  oi  the  Bonaomme  Richard’s  maintop,  and  most  respondent  of  the  Albany  Daily  Advertiser  says: 

“Louis  Philippe  is,  without  exception,  the  richest 
man  in  the  world.  He  receives  annually,  in  ready 
money,  a sum' of  twelve  millions  of  francs.  He  de- 
rives a revenue  of  perhaps  twenty  millions  more 

of  the 
/ate  for- 
ild  have 
the  cus- 
tom with  former,  monarchs,  on  their  accession  to 
the  throne,  but  which  he  was  allowed  to  retain  by 
an  act, consented  to  by  Lafayette,  Lafitte,  and  the 
victorious  insurrectionists,  who  little  knew  what 
they  were  about,  on  the  eve  of  his  taking  the  oath 
lo  observe  the  charter  as  king  of  tile  French.  The 
amount  of  his  private  fortune  .cannot  be  less  than 
ten  millions  of  lfancs  per  annum.  He  possesses, 


pissed  on  the  yards  into  the  Serapis’  top,  and,  di- 
recting their  fire,  with  hand  grenades  and  other 
missil?3,  down  on  her  decks,  caused  such  slaugh- 
ter, that  in  spite  of  their  officers,  they  drove  their 
men  from  their  stations,  and  was  one  cause,  ainonv 
the  prominent,  in  obtaining  the  victory:  which  act 
captain  Jones  afterwards,  in  the  presence  of  bis  of- 
ficers, mentioned  as  highly  praiseworthy. 


besides,  an  immense  sum  in  ready  money,  estimat- 
ed by  some  at  between  one  hundred  and  fifty  and 
two  hundred  millions  of  francs.  He  pockets  the 
million  granted  the  duke  of  Orleans  as  presumptive 
heir  to  the  throne,  and  the  private  fortune  he  is  sup- 
posed to  have  given  the  queen  of  the  Belgians,  and 
he  has  none  of  the  obligations  with  which  the  civil 
list  of  Charles  X,  was  burdened.  The  latter  paid 
nearly  six  millions  in  pensions,  which  Louis  Phi- 
lippe has  thought  proper  to  suppress  altogether; 
he  had  besides  a large  military  household,  a chapel, 
hunting  establishment,  kc.  which  cost  him  at  least 
as  much  more,  none  of  which  have  been  retained  by 
the  present  king,  whose  revenues  are  totally  disen- 
cumbered, and  consequently  fully  adequate  to  the 
maintainance  of  his  family,  without  any  provision 
from  the  state.” 

Benjamin  Rathbun  is  now  on  his  trial  at  Ba- 
tavia for  forgery,  on  one  of  the  three  indictments 
found  against  him  in  October  last.  He  arrived  at 
Batavia  in  chains!  The  correspondent  of  the  N. 
York  Courier  and  Enquirer  states,  that,  from  the 
facts  charged  in  the  indictment,  it  appears  that  in 
April,  1830,  Rathbun  w’as  in  New  York,  (as  is 
supposed  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds)-.  In  a 
letter  written  by  him  to  David  E.  Evans,  esq.  of 
this  place,  on  the  13th  of  April,  he  informed  Mr. 
Evans  that  he,  (R.)  could  obtain  $15,000  on  Mr. 
Evans’  note  with  his  (R’s)  endorsement.  He  fhcre- 
lore  enclosed  three  notes,  filled  up  for  5,000  dollars 
each,  for  Mr.  Evans  to  sign  and  return,  payable  at 
the  Manhattan  bank,  in  four  months.  He  also  in- 
closed three  other  notes  of  $5,000  each,  drawn  by 
himself,  and  endorsed  by  eleven  gentlemen  of  Buf- 
falo, which  R.  requested  Mr.  E.  to  retain  in  his 
“private  desk”  as  collateral  secrurity  for  the  notes 
Mr.  Evans  was  to  send  him.  These  endorsements 
were  o\\  forgeries.  Rathbun,  in  his  letter,  also  stat- 
ed to  Mr.  Evans  that  he  wished  his  (Mr.  E’s)  notes 
for  a “special  purpose,”  and  that  he  would  take 
them  up  before  they  became  due,  and  would  send 
them  to  him;  and  that  he  (Mr.  E.)  should  have  no 
cause  of  regret  for  so  doing. 

Mr.  Evans  complied -with  Rathbun’s  wishes,  sign- 
ed and  reinclosed  the  three  notes  for  $5,000  each; 
and  retained  in  his  “private  desk”  the  forged  notes. 
Rathbun  did  not  take  up  the  notes  in  consequence  of 
his  failure,  which  took  place  on  the  2d  of  August 
following-,  (15  days  before  they  became  due).  It 
is  upon  the  three  notes  he  sent  to  Mr.  Evans  that 
“athbun  is  now  to  be  tried. 

Singular  revenge.  From  1814  to  1818,  during 
the  bank  mania  in  the  “great  west,”  when  every 
village  and  hamlet  boasted  its  little  monster,  oneof 
these  public  accommodations  sprung  up  in  Mount 
Vernon,  Ohio,  under  the  cognomen  of  “Owl  Creek 
bank,”  taking  its  name  from  a small  but  beautiful 
stream  passing  through  the  village,  called  “Owl 
creek.” 

The  affairs  of  the  bank  went  on  swimmingly  for 
a short  time  only — like  all  the  neighboring  institu- 
tions of  money  representation,  it  was  declared  in- 
solvent. A morning  or  two  after  this  important 
fact  had  come  to  light,  a mysterious  looking  person, 
wrapped  up  to  the  eyes  in  a cloak,  presented  him- 
self at  the  counter  of  the  bank,  tendering  some  of 
their  bills,  and  demanding,  in  a serious  manner,  its 
redemption  in  gold  or  silver.  He  was  told  that  the 
bank  had  neither.  He  then  demanded  eastern  funds. 
No  eastern  funds  on  hand  was  the  brief  reply.  “Can 
you,”  says  the  mysterious  person,  “give  me  tolera- 
bly well  executed  counterfeit  notes  on  solvent 
banks?  I would  prefer  them  to  this  trash.”  This 
was  a home  thrust,  not  to  be  submitted  to — “Out 
of  the  bank,  you  insulting  puppy.”  “Hold!  I may 
have  made  some  mistake;  am  I right  in  supposing 
myself  in  the  office  of  the  “Owl  Creek  bank?” 
“Yes  sir.”  “I  have  then  my  revenge  for  the  loss 
of  my  money — -I  have  just  shot  your  president” — 
throvving  on  the  counter  from  under  his  cloak  a 
large  hooting  owl.  [IV.  Y.  Express. 


Labor.  What  impressions  of  the  gigantic  labors 
of  those  who  built  the  wall  of  China  and  the  Egyp- 
tian pyramids  (says  the  Eastern  Clarion)  all’  re- 
ceive in  early  life  from  school  books!  And  yet  are 
those  and  similar  works  of  the  ancients  insignificant 
even  in  physical  character,  compared  to  modern 
public  works.  The  following  extract  from  sir 
James  Mackintosh’s  Journal  will  in  a few  years 
apply,  if  it  does  not  at  the  present  moment,  to  our 
country  as  well  as  England: 

‘It  is  probable  that  the  quantity  of  labor  employ- 
ed in  England  on  docks,  canals  and  other  useful 
works  during  the  last  fifty  years,  is  greater  than 
that  employed  on  all  the  boasted  works  of  Asia, 
from  the  wall  of  China  to  the  pyramids.  To  pierce 
a country  in  all  directions  with  canals  is,  in  truth, 
a greater  work  than  any  of  them.  But  our  public 
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works'  being  dispersed,  unornamented,  and  for  pur- 
poses of  obvious  use,  want  the  qualities  that  impose 
on  the  vulgar  imagination.” 

Rail  road  accident.  The  Charleston  Mer- 
cury of  March  20,  gives  the  following  particulars 
of  a distressing  accident  that  occurred  on  the  South 
Carolina  rail  road: 

The  woods  had  been  set  on  fire  by  sparks  from 
the  locomotive  some  days  before;  the  fire  had  com- 
municated to  the  rail  road,  and  burnt  away  the  wood 
work  of  it  for  some  70  feet.  The  engineer,  it  is 
said,  had  been  cautioned  of  the  probability  of  this; 
if  so,  he  did  not  believe  it;  the  train  was  moving- 
on  at  a rapid  rate  when  they  came  upon  the  burned 
spot,  about  8 miles  from  the  city.  The  engine 
crushed  the  unsupported  rails  and  capsized — the 
engineer,  (Cummings),  jumped  from  his  seat,  but 
unfortunately  tho  wrong  way — the  engine  fell  on 

him,  and  literally  crushed  his  head  to  atoms. 

The  level  of  the  track  at  the  scene  of  the  acci- 
dent, is  about  12  feet  from  the  ground.  The  ser- 
vant’s car  plunged  after  the  engine,  and  the  first 
passenger  car,  full  of  ladies,  followed,  and  the  cars 
lay  a heap  of. ruins  together.  Out  of  this  wreck, 
most  strange  to  say,  the  passengers  were  taken  up 
unhurt.  The  second  engineer  was  somewhat  bruis- 
ed, and  a black  man  much  injured.  The  second 
passenger  car  paused  upon  the  brink,  and  its  in- 
mates had  only  a moderate  share  of  fright  for  their 
adventure.  The  northern  or  the  English.reader  may 
not  understand  how  such  an  accident  could  happen 
unless  he  knows  that  the  rails  on  this  road. are  often 
supported  on  poles  or  beams,  the  hollow  not  being 
filled  up,  and  the  cars  thus  at  times  appearing  as  if 
they  went  through  the  air. 

American  manufactures.  A beautiful  col 
lection  of  American  broadcloths  and  cassimeres 
manufactured  since  December  last,  at  the  Middle 
sex  mills  in  Lowell,  were  recently  exhibited  at 
their  warehouse,  No.  71  Milk  street,  Boston.  The 
Boston  Mercantile  pronounces  them  superior  to  any 
heretofore  manufactured.  The  rich  display  of  these 
articles  of  every  hue  hanging  down  in  rich  drapery 
from  the  walls,  suggests  in  the  mind  of  the  editor 
proud  and  patriotic  feelings.  He  says: 

A picture  gallery  is  hardly  more  beautiful.  To 
all,  who  take  an  interest  in  the  progress  of  the  arts 
in  our  country,  and  who  rejoice  (as  what  citizen 
does  not?)  in  the  triumphs  which  they  have  achiev- 
ed among  us,  and  the  true  independence  of  foreign 
countries  which  they  have  secured  to  us,  we  would 
particularly  recommend  this  interesting  exhibition. 
Peace  has  its  victories  as  well  as  war;  and  never 
was  victory  obtained  more  signal  than  this,  the  first 
of  which  we  have  this  day  witnessed.  Long  lines 
of  broadcloths  and  cassimeres  were  its  trophies, 
and  not  the  tattered  flags  and  stacks  of  cannon. 


Cotton  and  tobacco.  The  Liverpool  Ameri- 
can Chamber  of  Commerce  has  determined  to  me- 
morialize the  lords  of  the  treasury  in  favor  of  the 
repeal  of  the  duty  on  raw  cotton  imported  into 
England,  and  in  favor  of  a reduction  in  the  exorbi- 
tant duty  on  tobacco.  The  duty  on  cotton  amounts 
to  2s.  lid.  per  cwt.  and  the  duty  on  tobacco  to  3s. 
6d.  per  pound.  It  is  proposed  that  the  duty  on 
cotton  shall  be  remitted  altogether,  and  the  duty  on 
tobacco  reduced  to  Is.  per  pound. 

Tenacity  of  life  of  ti-ie  apple  tree. — 
A medical  gentleman  who  hasmecently  made  a tour 
through  several  of  the  western  states,  related  to  us 
the  following  singular  instance,  illustrative  of  the 
power  of  the  apple  tree  to  support  life  out  of  the 
ground: 

In  the  month  of  October,  1835,  Mr.  Alexander 
McCoy,  living  near  Columbus,  Ohio,  bought  of  a 
nurseryman  on  Long  Island  100  apple  trees;  they 
were  then  packed  up,  shipped  via  the  great  Erie 
canal  and  the  lakes,  to  Cleveland,  Ohio.  On  ar- 
riving at -that  point,  the  canal  being  frozen  up,  the 
trees  remained  there  until  the  latter  end  of  March, 
1836,  when  they  were  sent  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  by 
the  canal;  they  reached  the  latter  placG  in  the 
month  of  April  following.  As  it  was  presumed 
that  the  trees,  which  had  now  been  out  of  the 
ground  six  months,  were  all  dead,  or  their  vital 
powers  so  far  destroyed  as  to  render  their  vegetat- 
ing not  only  doubtful,  but,  as  was  supposed,  hope- 
less, the  owqier  refused  to  receive  them.  In  this 
situation  they  remained  till  May,  when  the  agent 
of  the  canal  forwarded  them  to  their  proprietor, 
who  planted  them  out  in  his  cornfield,  rich  lime- 
stone land,  and  tended  them  with  his  corn.  At  the 
period  ot  planting,  which  was  seven  months  from 
the  time  ot  their  being  taken  up,  the  trees  were 
partially  in  leaf,  and  notwithstanding  all  of  these 
disadvantageous  circumstances,  98  of  them  lived, 
only  2 of  the  hundred  dying. 


First  appearance  of  Garrick.  From  the' 
National  Gazette.  The  following  is  a copy  of  the 
original  playbill  which  announced  Garrick’s  first 
appearance  in  London.  The  immortal  Garrick 
thrust  in  between  a concert  and  a ballet,  under  the 
modest  appellation  of  “a  gentleman,”  only  shews 
from  what  small  eminences  genius  may  make  a high 
flight.  It  may  be  suggested  that  the  lord  chamber- 
lain’s license  lor  the  enactment  of  plays  did  not  ex- 
tend to  Goodman’s  Fields,  and  that  hence  it  became 
necessary  to  veil  the  glories  of  Richard  by  a some- 
what muffled  announcement. 

October  19th,  1741. 
GOODMAN’S  FIELDS. 


Flint  composed  of  living  aximalcclss— 
[confirmed].  The  dreams  of  Orpheus,  who  mov- 
ed the  flinty  rocks  with  the  divine  rneiody  of  his 
lute,  and  the  line  of  Shakspeare  that  there  are 
“speaking  sermons  in  stones,”  seem  realized  by  the 
marvellous  experiments  of  Mr.  Grosse,  of  Somer- 
setshire, to  which  we  have  alluded.  Chemistry  has 
thus  discovered  processes  full  as  wonderful  as  the 
miracles  of  the  Scriptures.  At  a late  meeting  of 
the  royal  institution,  London,  the  celebrated  che- 
mist, Dr.  Farady,  delivered  a lecture,  in  which  he 
alluded  to  the  recent  discoveries  of  Mr.  Grosse, 
with  respect  to  the  formation  or  revivification  of 
insects  in  flint,  which,  although  doubted  by  many, 


At  the  late  Theatre  in  Goodman’s  Fields,  this  day  he  knew  to  be  true,  inasmuch  as,  by  a continuous 
~ ~n  1 r ’ voltaic  stream  from  silica  of  potass,  he  himself  pro- 

d living  animalculas.  He  also  exhibited  some 
insects  obtained  from  hard  polished  stone,  and  which 
were  now  like  those  of  Mr.  Grosse,  enjoying  life  af- 
ter a transition  of  many  thousand  years. 


will  be  performed, 

A Concert  of  Vocal  and  Instrumental  Music. 
Divideddnto  Two  Parts. 

Ttckets  AT  Three,  Two  AND  One  Shilling. 
Places  for  the  Boxes  to  be  taken  at  the  Fleece 
Tavern,  near  the  Theatre. 

N.  B.  Between  the  Two  Parts  of  the  Concert  will 
be  presented  an  Historical  Play,, 
called  the 

Life  and  Death  of 
KING  RICHARD  THE  THIRD. 
containing  the  distresses  of  king  HENRY  VI. 
The  artful  acquisition  of  the  Crown  by  King 
Richard. 

The  Murder  of  the  young  King  Edward  V.  and  his 
Brother  in  the  Tower. 

The  Landing  of  the  Earl  of  Richmond, 
And  the  death  of  King  Richard  in  the  memorable 
battle  of  Bosworfh  Field,  being  the  last 
that  was  fought  between  the  Houses 
of  York  and  Lancaster;  with 
many  other  true  Histo- 
rical Passages. 

The  part  of  King  Richard  by  A GENTLEMAN, 
( Who  never  appeared  on  any  Stage.) 


King  Henry,  by 
Richmond, 

Prince  Edward, 

Duke  of  York, 

Duke  of  Buckingham, 
Duke  of  Norfolk, 

Lord  Stanley 
Oxford, 

Tressel, 

Catesby, 

Ratcliff, 

Blunt, 

Tyrrell, 

Lord  Mayor, 

The  Queen, 
Dutchess  of  York, 


Mr.  Giffard 
Mr.  Marshall 
Miss  Hippisley 
Miss  Naylor 
Mr.  Paterson 
Mr.  Blakes 
Mr.  Pagett 
Mr.  Vaughan, 
Mr.  W.  Giffard 
Mr.  Marr 
Mr.  Crofts 
Mr.  Naylor 
Mr.  Putteniiam 
Mr.  Dunstall 
Mrs.  Steel 
Mrs.  Yates 


And  the  part  of  Lady  Anne  by  Mrs.  Giffard. 
with 

Entertainments  of  Dancing 
By  Mons.  Froment,  Madame  Du-valt,  and  the  two 
Masters  and  Miss  Granier. 

To  which  will  be  added  a Ballet  Opera,  of  one 
Act,  Called 

THE  VIRGIN  UNMASKED. 

The  part  of  Lucy  by  Miss  Hippisley. 

Both  of  which  will  be  performed  Gratis,  by  Persons 
for  their  diversion. 

The  Concert  will  begin  exactly  at  Six  o'clock. 


Mouth  writing.  The  editor  of  the  Olive 
Branch  has  received  a letter  from  the  reverend  Ro- 
bert White,  which  the  reverend  gentleman  wrote 
with  his  mouth.  Mr.  White  was  an  officer  in  the 
United  States'  army  during  the  last  war,  and  in 
battle  he  had  both  arms  shot  off  by  a cannon  ball. 
Since  then  he  has  learned  to  write  by  holding  his 
pen  with  his  teeth.  By  perseverance,  he  has  suc- 
ceeded in  what  a writing  master  would  call  a bold, 
graceful  hand. 

A more  remarkable  exhibition  of  what  may  he 
done  by  ingenuity  and  perseverance,  was  to  be  seen, 
ten  years  ago,  and  perhaps  is  still,  in  the  streets  of 
Paris.  The  exhibitor  had  also  lost  both  arms;  but, 
provided  with  a small  low  table,  a little  bench,  a 


long  pen  fastened  to  and  projecting  from  his  breast,  presentations  made  me  of  the  character  of  the  king. 


with. a curve  downward,  a number  of  small  squares 
of  paper,  a tidy  little  wife  to  place  them  orderly  be- 
fore him,  he  produced  pretty  specimens  of  penman 
ship,  simply  by  moving  his  body  in  such  a way  as  to 
make  the  pen  bear  upon  and  traverse  the  slips, 
which  it  did  as  rapidly  and  to  as  good  effect,  as 


OFFICIAL. 

Extracts  from  letters  received  from  lieut.  William 
E.  McKenney,  commander  of  U.  S.  brig  Dolphin. 

U.  S.  brig  Dolphin,  Rio  Nunez,  Dec.  27,  1836. 

Sir:  I had  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department 
from  Madeira,  my  arrival  at  that  place  upon  the 
18th  November.  Having  filled  up  with  provisions 
and  water,  I sailed  thence  on  the  25th  for  the  river 
Gambia,  where  I arrived  on  the  9th  instant,  and  an- 
chored off  the  town  of  Bathurst,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river. 

After  the  usual  salute,  I waited  upon  his  excel- 
lency governor  Randall,  whom  I found  not  only  dis- 
posed, but  anxious,  to  give  me  every  information 
respecting  the  American  commerce  at  that  place. 

There  were  no  American  vessels  there  at  the 
time,  hut  he  informed  me  that  fifteen  or  sixteen 
traded  there  yearly,  and  that  they  were  admitted  on 
the  same  footing  as  British  vessels;  namely,  subject 
to  a duty  of  three  per  cent,  upon  all  goods,  indiscri- 
minately. Pie  was  anxious  to  see  them  there,  and 
would  give  them,  as  he  always  had,  every  encou- 
ragement. 

Having  found  our  affairs  in  so  favorable  a state, 

I left  there  on  the  11th  for  Bissao. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Gambia,  boarded  the  A me-, 
rican  brig  Elizabeth,  bound  in. 

I arrived  at  Bissao  on  the  15th,  the  American  ship 
Transit”  of  Bath,  Maine,  in  company,  and  found 
there  the  brig  “May  Dacre,”  of  Salem. 

From  Mr.  Potter,  her  owner,  I learned  that  the 
principal  difficulties  existed  at  the  Rio  Nunez,  and 
that  at  Bissao  our  trade  was  on  the  same  footing  as 
at  Bathurst. 

The  day  previous,  a new  governor  had  arrived 
from  Lisbon,  upon  whom  I waited,  and  was  assured 
by  him  that  our  traders  might  depend  upon  his  pro- 
tection, and  that  the  same  commercial  facilities 
should  be  extended  to  American  vessels  equally  with 
those  of  his  own  nation. 

The  object  of  my  visit  accomplished,  I leit  Bissao 
on  the  18th  lor  the  Rio  Nunez,  the  brig  “May 
Dacre”  in  company. 

The  navigation  from  Bissao  to  this  place  is  very 
intricate,  and  dangerous  in  the  extreme — the  pas- 
sage being  narrow,  filled  with  rocks  and  shoals,  and 
the  current  setting  in  every  direction.  I had  no 
chart  of  the  coast  about  the  mouth  of  this  river,  it 
being  very  imperfectly  known,  and  was  compelled 
to  trust  altogether  to  a native  pilot.  On  entering 
the  river,  he  ran  the  brig  on  shore,  but  I succeeded 
in  getting  her  off  in  a very  short  time,  and,  so  far  a3 
I am  able  to  perceive,  without  any  material  injury. 

On  the  22d,  I anchored  at  the  mouth  of  this  river, 
and  as  the  brig  drew  too  much  water  to  allovv  my 
proceeding  up  to  the  settlements,  I issued  to  lieut. 
Ogden  a letter  of  instructions,  and  he  departed  im- 
mediately in  company  with  the  “May  Dacre.” 

On  the  26th,  lieut.  Ogden  returned,  having  ac- 
complished all  that  could  be  wished  for. 

It  will  be  perceived  (hat  I have  not  been  actuat- 
ed by  any  motives  other  than  the  protection  ol  our 
citizens  in  their  lawful  commerce;  and  from  the  re- 


I deemed  it  necessary  to  take  such  a stand  as  that 
he  would  be  convinced  that  our  government  was 
resolved  to  protect  their  vessels  trading  there,  and 
to  prevent  them  from  impositions  heretofore  prac- 
tised upon  them. 

The  trade  upon  the  coast,  from  the  rivers  Gam- 


though  guided  by  a practised  hand.  By  the  sale  of  1 bia  to  Nunez,  is  very  valuable,  and  there  are  at  least 
these  specimens,  the  couple  gained  a very  comfort-  thirty  vessels  regularly  trading  at  and  between  these 
able  living.  When  it  rained,  or  they  had  earned  places;  yet  such  is  "the  treachery  of  the  native 
enough  for  the  day,  the  wife  used  to  fasten  the  ta-  chiefs,  that  to  the  full  protection  of  our  commerce  it 
ble  on  her  good  man’s  shoulders,  herself  taking  would  he  necessary  that  some  vessel  of  war  should 
charge  of  the  bench,  inkstand  and  papers,  and  then  visit  these  places  during  the  trading  season,  which 
they  would  inarch  off  together,  seemingly  as  con-  is  from  November  to  April. 

tented  and  cheerful  as  if  they  had  their  thousands  I shall  leave  this  place  immediately,  and  shall 
per  annum,  and  a full  allowance  of  arms  besides.  I proceed  to  execute  the  remaining  instructions  of  the 
\_Ncw  York  Com.  Adv,  ) department. 
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Owing  to  the  light  winds  which  prevail  upon  this 
coast  at  this  season  of  the  year,  I shall  not  be  able 
to  leave  for  the  coast  of  Brazil  before  the  middle  of 
February,  and  shall  consequently  be  compelled  to 
put  into  Sierra  Leone  for  provisions — that  being  the 
only  place  where  there  is  any  probability  of  procur- 
ing them. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  state  the  officers 
and  crew  are  in  good  health.  I have  the  honor  to 
be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  E.  McKENNEY,  lieut.  com. 
Hon.  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

U.  S.  brig  Dolphin,  Sierra  Leone,  Jan.  4, 1837. 

Sir:  My  last  letter  to  the  department  was  dated 
“Rio  Nunez,  December  27,  1S36,”  and  contained  a 
report  of  my  proceedings  up  to  that  time. 

I sailed  thence  the  day  following — arrived  here 
~r  +,’e  1st  inst. — filled  up  with  water  and  provi- 
sions, and  shall  leave  tins  place  to-niuuuw  xo.  o„Fc 
Mesurado,  Bassa  Cove  and  Cape  Palmas,  to  execute 
the  further  instructions  of  the  department. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 
WM.  E.  McKENNEY,  lieut.com. 
Hon.  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

LORD  LYNDHURST  AND  MR.  SHIEL. 

During  the  discussion  of  the  Irish  municipal 
corporations  bill — lord  Lyndhurst  being  seated  un- 
der the  galleries— Mr.  Shicl,  in  the  course  of  his 
speech  in  favor  of  the  bill,  made  the  following  elo- 
quent and  scorching  allusion  to  a phrase,  used  some 
time  ago  by  lord  Lyndhurst: 

“All  we  ask  is  simply  justice.  Can  you  recon- 
cile it  with  common  sense  or  justice,  that  I,  who 
stand  in  this  house  as  a member  fur  the  county  of 
Tipperary,  cannot  be  a member  of  the  corporations 
of  Cashel  or  Clonmell?  The  thing  is  monstrous. — 
We  ask  for  justice,  and  we  will  persevere  in  the  as- 
sertion of  our  just  cause.  If  the  tories  come  into 
power,  they  shall  find  us  here;  they  will  find  us 
combined  and  confederated  against  them.  We  beat 
them  before,  and  we  wfill  beat  them  again.  Oh, 
but  there  was  a great  anxiety  to  do  us^justice! — 
This  is  the  language  that  has  been  always  used 
ever  since  Strongbow  first  put  his  foot  on  the  shores 
of  Ireland.  Yes;  every  Englishman  to  whom  the 
government  of  Ireland  has  been  committed,  pro- 
fessed the  utmost  solicitude  to  do  justice.  Even 
Strafford,  the  deserter  of  the  people’s  cause — the 
renegade  Wentworth,  while  setting  his  foot  on  the 
necks  of  Irishmen— declared  his  anxiety  to  do  jus- 
tice. I am  not  surprised  at  this,  for  the  same  in- 
fluence now  exists  by  which  Strafford  W'as  influenc- 
ed. But  while  all  others  professed  to  do  justice, 
there  is  one  amongst  you,  of  the  most  distinguished 
talent  and  the  most  decided  character — he  is  not  a 
member  of  this  house — he  spoke  at  least  with  more 
frankness  than  others  of  his  party.  He  does  not 
profess  to  do  justice  to  Ireland;  he  is  above  impos- 
ture; and  part  of  the  epitaph  on  Charteris  is  appli- 
cable to  him. 

This  distinguished  person  tell  us,  when  making 
an  appeal  to  the  passions  of  the  English  people-L 
he  tells  us,  the  people  of  Ireland— that  in  every 
particular  by  which  strangers  can  be  enumerated 
wre  are  aliens  to  this  country.  ( Tremendous  cheer- 
ing, which  lasted  for  several  minutes,  and  was  renew- 
ed with  bursts  of  enthusiasm;  it  being  discovered  that 
lord  Lyndhurst  was  silting  under  the  gallery ).  The 
phrase  is  certainly  a remarkable  one,  and  one 
which  now  belongs  to  history.  It  is  one  which 
must  necessarily  be  the  subject  of  fair  and  legiti- 
mate quarrel  now,  as  it  must  be  the  subject  of  ob- 
servation hereafter.  I am  not  aware  whether  that 
phrase  has  ever  been  explained.  ( Cries  of  “oh,  oh!” 
and  cheers).  I know  the  phrase  has  never  been 
distinctly  disavowed.  I know  that  the  utterance  of 
that  phrase  has  not  been  denied;  and  with  respect 
to  the  meaning  of  it,  little  doubt  can  be  entertain- 
ed. I know  that,  in  this  house,  upon  one  occasion 
immediately  after  that  remarkable  phrase  had  been 
uttered,  I took  the  liberty— if  it  be  one,  I beg  par- 
don—but  I took  the  liberty  of  asking  every  one 
who  held  a conspicuous  position  on  the  opposite 
benches,  whether  he  adopted  the  phrase  or  not.  I 
remember  more  especially  the  right  honorable  ba- 
ronet the  member  for  Tamworth,  on  that  occasion, 
saying  that  he  was  not  responsible  for  any  language 
but  his  own.  The  right  honorable  baronet  was  in 
the  painful  situation  of  being  in  close  connexion 
and  association  with  a man  in  whose  expressions 
he  did  not  think  it  judicious  to  express  his  concur- 
rence. I am  surprised  that,  at  the  moment  the 
phrase  was  uttered,  the  duke  of  Wellington  did  not 
start  up  and  say  that  those  aliens  had  done  their 
duty.  ( Immense  cheering).  The  duke  of  Welling- 
ton is  not  a man  of  a peculiarly  excitable  tempera- 
ment; his  mind  is  too  martial  for  sudden  emotions; 
but  yet  I cannot  help  feeling  surprised,  that  when 
he  heard  expressions  so  affronting  to  his  country. 


he  did  not  recollect  how  often  in  the  field  and  in 
the  fight  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics  have  been  the 
auxiliaries  of  his  renown.  He  ought  not  to  have 
forgotten  Viineira,  and  Badajoz,  and  Salamanca, 
and  Toulouse,  and  the  last  and  glorious  conflict 
which  crowned  all  former  victories.  I will  appeal 
to  the  gallant  and  honorable  soldier  opposite  (sir 
H.  Hardinge) — I know  he  bears  in  his  breast  a 
brave  and  generous  heart — let  him  tell  how  on  that 
day,  when  the  destinies  of  mankind  were  trembling 
in  the  balance — when  the  batteries,  with  fatal  pre- 
cision, spread  slaughter  over  the  field,  and  men  fell 
in  heaps — when  the  legions  of  France  rushed  to 
the  fight,  and,  inspired  by  the  voice  of  their  mighty 
leader,  rushed  again  and  again  to  the  onset— the 
gallant  soldier  opposite  will  tell  you  that  in  that 
last  hour  of  thousands  the  aliens  did  not  flinch. — 
And  when  at  length  the  moment  for  the  decisive 
British  charge  arrived,  and  the  great  captain  cried 
out  'now,  uoys:  ai  lUenr — he  will  tell  you,  lor  lie 
must  remember,  whether  the  Irishman,  the  Catho- 
lic Irishman,  was  less  forward  in  throwing  himself 
upon  the  foe.  He  will  tell  you,  that  on  that  day 
the  blood  of  the  men  of  England,  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land, was  poured  forth  together;  they  fought  in  the 
same  field — they  died  the  same  death — they  were 
stretched  in  the  same  pit — their  dust  was  comming- 
led— the  same  dew  of  heaven  fell  upon  the  earth 
that  covered  them,  the  same  grass  sprung  from  the 
soil  which  covered  their  graves.  And  i3  it  to  be 
endured  that  we  should  be  called  aliens  and  com- 
plete strangers  to  that  empire  for  whose  salvation 
our  best  blood  was  shed?”  ( Enthusiastic  cheering, 
in  the  midst  of  which  Mr.  Sheil  sat  down ) . 

LEGISLATURE  OF  VIRGINIA. 

In  the  Virginia  house  of  delegates,  on  the  29th 
ultimo,  Mr.  Garland  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions:  ' ‘ 

Whereas,  the  present  disorganized  state  of  the  mo- 
ney market,  and  the  distress  experienced  through- 
out the  commercial  world,  have  been  attributed  by 
many  to  the  efforts  of  government  to  restore  the 
constitutional  currency  of  the  United  States,  and 
a panic  is  now  attempted  to  begotten  up  in  various 
parts  of  the  union,  with  a view  of  inducing  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  repeal  the  treasury 
order,  issued  July  II,  1836: 

And  whereas,  it  behoves  every  citizen,  in  such 
a crisis,  to  make  a full  and  candid  avowal  of  bis 
sentiments  on  the  important  subjects  connected 
with  the  revenue  and  currency  of  the  country:  there- 
fore 

1 . Resolved.,  J hat  the  late  circular  order  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  requiring  the  pay- 
ment for  sales  of  public  lands  to  be  made  in  gold 
and  silver,  in  lieu  of  depreciated  bank  paper,  is 
legal,  constitutional  and  wise,  well  calculated  to 
repress  the  erroneous  speculations  in  public  lands, 
to  curtail  the  excessive  issues  of  bank  paper,  and 
restore  the  constitutional  currency  of  the  country. 

2.  Resolved' . That  a repeal  of  said  treasury  order, 
so  beneficial  in  its  operation,  w:ould  give  additional 
inducements  to  tbe.banks  to  overtrade,  would  enable 
speculators  more  effectually  to  possess  themselves 
of  that  rich  domain  which  was  purchased  by  the 
common  blood  and  common  treasure  of  all,  and 
which  was  intended  as  the  home  and  retreat  of  the 
honest  laborer;  and  that  such  a repeal  would  be  re- 
garded by  this  assembly  as  an  abandonment  of  the 
policy  of  the  late  administration,  which  had  for  its 
object  a restoration  of  the  constitutional  currency — 
would  be  legarded  as  a disposition  to  legalize  the 
issues  and  notes  of  local  state  banks,  and  to  return 
to  that  system  of  paper  money  which  has  been  so 
signally  repudiated  by  the  people  of  the  U.  States. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  banking  institutions  creat- 
ed  by  the  states  have  become  so  interwoven  with 
their  policy,  and  have  taken  such  fast  hold  on  the 
interests  of  the  people,  that  they  cannot  be  easily 
eradicated,  and  the  only  means  by  which  they  can 
be  controlled  and  kept  in  their  reasonable  limits 
is  for  the  federal  government  to  adhere  strictly  to 
the  letter  of  the  constitution,  and  to  receive  in  pay- 
ment for  duties,  taxes,  debts  or  sales  of  public  lands, 
nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  the  constitutional  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States — and  that  any  attempt 
to  restore  and  regulate  the  constitutional  currency 
through  the  agency  of  state  banks  must  be  partial 
in  its  operation,  destructive  of  the  independence  of 
the  states,  and  inefficient  as  a means  to  accomplish 
the  proposed  end. 

Mr.  Garland,  in  presenting  these  resolutions,  stat- 
ed (as  wrn  understand,  not  being  present),  that  he 
desired  to  lay  them  on  the  table,  as  expressive  of 
his  own  opinions  in  his  representative  capacity,  not 
expecting  any  action  upon  them  at  this  time. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  Booker,  Wool- 
folk,  Watkins,  Hunter  and  Witcher,  Mr.  Wilson, 
of  B.  called  for  the  previous  question;  which  was 
sustained,  and  the  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Bolts  said  that  he  was  not  aw’are,  until  this 
evening,  that  if  was  in  order  for  a member  of  the 
house  to  offer  resolutions  expressive  of  his  own 
opinion  on  subjects  which  were  not  intended  for 
the  action  of  the  house;  but,  as  this  indulgence  had 
been  extended  to  the  member  from  Mecklenburg, 
and  as  others  had  been  prevented  by  the  previous 
question  from  expressing  their  opinions  on  the  floor, 
he  would  avail  himself  (as  he  differed  so  widely 
from  the  resolutions  just  disposed  of),  of  the  pri- 
vilege of  oflering  a sleeping  or  travelling  compa- 
nion, as  the  case  might  be,  for  those  resolutions. 
They  were  intended  as  an  expression  of  his  own 
opinion  on  the  subject,  and  he  hoped  they  would  be 
laid  on  the  table,  in  company  with  those  to  which 
they  were  intended  as  a reply.  He  had  no  idea 
that  an  expression  of  opinion  on  so  important  a 
question  should  be  confined  to  a single  member. 
He  thereupon  submitted  the  following: 

Whereas,  Andrew  Jackson,  late  president  of 
the  United  States,  did,  in  defiance  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  of  all  right,  issue  or  cause  to  be  issued, 
a treasury  circular,  the  effects  of  which  are  now 
beginning  to  be  felt  throughout  the  whole  com- 
mercial world;  And  whereas  the  national  legislature, 
being  sensible  of  the  impolicy,  illegality  and  un- 
constitutionality of  the  aforesaid  treasury  circular, 
did,  by  a vote  of  two-thirds  of  both  houses,  repeal 
the  same;  And  ivhereas  the  said  Andrew  Jackson 
did  thereupon  not  only  refuse  to  sign  the1  said  law, 
but  did  pocket  the  same,  in  defiance  of  all  law,  de- 
cency and  common  courtesy,  ana  thereby  prevent 
and  defeat  the  action  of  congress  on  the  subject: 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  conduct  of  the  said 
Andrew  Jackson  deserves  the  censure  of  the  whole 
people  in  the  strongest  form  in  which  it  can  be 
visited  upon  him. 

Mr.  Murdavgh  seconded  Mr.  Bolts’  resolution; 
which  was  also  laid  on  the  table. 


THE  MASSACHUSETTS  RESOLUTIONS. 

The  following  resolutions  were  recently  passed  in 
the  Massachusetts  house  of  representatives,  by  a 
vote  of  378  to  16. 

Whereas,  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  the  month  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven,  did  adopt  a resolution,  whereby  it  was  order- 
ed that  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolutions,  propo- 
sitions or  papers,  relating  in  anyway,  or  to  any  ex- 
tent whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  without 
being  either  printed  or  referred,  should  "be  laid  on 
the  table,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  should 
be  had  thereon;  and  whereas,  by  the  resolution  afore- 
said, which  is  adopted  as  a standing  rule  of  the  pre- 
sent house  of  representatives,  the  petitions  of  a 
large  number  of  the  people  of  this  commonwealth, 
praying  lor  the  removal  of  a great,  social,  moral  and 
political  evil,  have  been  slighted  and  contemned; 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  above  named  is  an 
assumption  of  power  and  authority,  at  variance  with 
the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  injurious  to  the  cause  of  freedom  and 
free  institutions;  that  it  does  violence  to  the  i-nhe^ 
rent  arid  inalienable  rights  of  man;  and  that  it  tends 
essentially  to  impair  those  fundamental  principles  of 
natural  justice,  and  natural  law,  which  are  antece- 
dent to  any  written  constitutions  of  government, 
independent  of  them  all,  and  essential  to  the  secu- 
rity of  freedom  in  a state. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  and  representatives 
in  congress,  in  maintaining  and  advocating  the  full 
right  of  petition,  have  entitled  themselves  to  the 
cordial  approbation  of  the  people  of  this  common- 
wealth. 

Resolved,  That  congress,  having  exclusive  legisla- 
tion in  the  District  of  Columbia,  possesses  the  right 
to  abolish  slavery  in  the  said  District,  and  that  its 
exercise  should  only  be  restrained  by  a regard  to 
the  public  good. 

The  senate  adopted  the  following  resolutions,  af- 
ter a long  debate — the  firstunanimously,and  the  se- 
cond by  only  one  dissenting  vote: 

“ Resolved , That  congress  having  exclusive  legis- 
lation in  the  District  of  Columbia,  possesses  the 
right  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  therein; 
and  that  the  early  exercise  of  such  right  is  demand- 
ed by  the  enlightened  sentiment  of  the  civilized 
world,  by  the  principles  of  the  revolution,  and  by 
humanity. 

Resolved,  That  slavery  being  an  admitted  moral 
and  political  evil,  whose  continuance,  wdierever  it 
exists,  is  vindicated  mainly  on  the  ground  of  neces- 
sity, it  should  be  circumscribed  within  the  limits  of 
the  states  where  it  has  been  already  established; 
and  that  no  new  state  should  hereafter  be  admitted 
into  the  union  whose  constitution  of  government 
shall  sanction  or  permit  the  existence  of  domestic 
slavery.” 
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MR.  STEVENSON,  OUR  MINISTER  TO 
ENGLAND. 

From,  the  Globe  of  March  22. 

A letter  from  this  gentleman  to  some  friend  in 
London,  (who  is  used  as  the  channel  of  communi- 
cating it  for  publication  in  the  New  York  Ameri- 
can), together  with  the  letter  asking  it,  is  inserted 
below. 

The  avowed  motive,  the  manner,  the  time,  the 
.place,  in  which  this  publication  is  brought  forth,  all 
conspire  to  fill  us  with  surprise.  The  avowed  pur- 
pose is  to  deny  the  authorship  of  a letter  from  Lon- 
don, published  in  the  Globe  last  November;  and  yet 
Mr.  Stevenson’s  letter  shows  that  this  was  unne- 
cessary. He  says  to  a busy  London  friend,  (busy, 
it  seems,  in  the  interests  of  Mr.  Biddle’s  bank),  “1 
lenew  not  of  it  (the  letter  published  in  the  Globe) 
until  I read  it  in  the  Globe  a few  weeks  since.  You 
may  well  imagine  my  surprise  at.so  wanton  and  bare- 
faced a calumny , and  that.,  too,  ( as  appears  by  the  ar- 
ticle itself),  after  a denial  by  the  editors  of  the  Globe, 
that  the  letter  ivas  written  by  myself.”  The  fact  here 
announced,  as  known  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  ought,  we 
think,  to  have  relieved  him  from  all  anxiety  as  to 
tile  letter  imputed  to  him.  On  its  face  the  letter  it- 
self contained  the  most  decisive  proof  that  it  could 
not  have  been  written  by  Mr.  Stevenson.  It  spoke 
in  terms  of  highest  eulogy  of  his  conduct  as  the  re- 
presentative of  our  country  in  England.  No  inge- 
nuous, honest  minded  man  in  the  union,  ever  har- 
bored the  thought  that  Mr.  Stevenson  could  have 
written  in  such  a strain-  of  himself  to  his  nearest 
friend,  in  the  closest  confidence,  much  less  to  the 
editor  of  a newspaper  lor  publication.  And  it  was 
simply  because  the  act  involved  sucli  a stretch  of 
impropriety  as  to  make  it  improbable,  that  the  op- 
position editors  were  induced,  in  their  hatred  of  Mr. 
Stevenson,  to  impute  it  to  him.  There  was  not  the 
slightest  circumstance  to  countenance  their  asser- 
tions. Although,  as  is  always  the  case  when  their 
most  impudent  fabrications  are  thrust  upon  the  pub- 
lic, the  press  of  the  brink  party  echoed  and  re-echo- 
ed the  charge,  in  the  most  positive  phrases,  yet  not 
the  least  color  was  given  to  it  by  proof.  It  was 
peremptorily  denied  by  the  Globe,  and  in  such 
terms  as  distinctly  pointed  to  the  author.  The  sto- 
ry, from  -its  origin  in  the  Commercial — its  inherent 
and  apparent  falsehood — and  the  prostituted  cha- 
racter of  the  prints  most  eagerly  and  maliciously 
engaged  in  its  propagation,  was  never  believed.  It 
did  not  create  a suspicion  in  the  minds  of  Mr.  Ste- 
venson’s friends,  and  very  few'  of  his  enemies  could 
even  bring  themselves  to  affect  to  believe  it.  After 
it  was  contradicted  in  the  Globe,  and  in  terms  that 
characterised  Mr.  Rush  as  the  author,  this  gentle- 
man was  honored  with  the  hostility  and  sneers  of 
all  the  stipendiary  presses  of  the  bank. 

Why,  under  these  circumstances,  did  Mr.  Ste- 
venson feel  himself  called  on,  not  only  to  deny  the 
authorship,  but  to  go  further,  and,  to  relieve  him- 
self from  the  supposition  of  having  the  least  com- 
munity of  l'c-eling  with  the  author,  by  implication, 
impeach  the  concluct  of  Mr.  Rush,  as  that  of  a par- 
tisan? He  disclaims  not  what  he  ought  to  have 
considered  the  only  derogatory  passage  in  the  letter, 
as  coming  from  him,  (that  which  speaks  of  his  own 
merits  as  a minister),  but  points  to  that  portion 
which,  with  the  fervor  of  a just  and  laudable  pa- 
triotism, proudly  felt  by  every  true  American  that 
treads  a foreign  soil,  recurs  to  the  glory  acquired  for 
the  country  among  the  “enlightened,” abroad,  by  our 
admirable  institutions,  and  the  able  and  auspicious 
republican  counsels  under  which  they  were  con- 
ducted during  the  administration  of  gen.  Jackson. 
Mr.  Stevenson  seems  only  anxious  to  repudiate  that 
part  of  the  letter  which  touches  on  this  home  topic. 
He  recoils  from  it  as  bringing  forward  “party  strifes 
and  divisions  at  home,,”  with  which  he  “would  have 
nothing  to  do.”  He  specially  denies  that  he  had 
“any  agency  or  direction  in  the  republication  here 
(London)  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  letter  about  the  bank 
of  the  United  States ,”  as  if  it  were  a great  wrong; 
and  takes  his  stand  against  such  a proceeding  as  a 
party  proceeding,  and  says,  “I  feel  that  here,  as  the 
representative  of  my  country,  I can  know  no  party.” 
Had  Mr.  Stevenson,  when  he  wrote  his  letter  on 
the  29th  December,  ascertained  from  the  prints  that 
reached  him  in  London,  that  the  nation  had  passed 
upon  the  principles  declared  in  Mr.  Van  Buren’s 
letter,  and  had  given  them  that  sovereign  sanction 
which  elevated  them  above  the  character  of  being 
mere  “party  opinions,”  and  their  author  above  the 
station  of  “an  advocate”  of  a “particular  interest ?” 
We  presume  not.  If  he  had,  we  cannot  but  believe 
that  he  would  have  felt  himself  bound  to  consult 
the  interests  of  his  “whole  and  undivided  country,” 
“to  promote  the  prosperity  and  happiness  and  honor, 
not  of  a part,  but  the  whole,”  in  some  other  way  than 
that  so  eagerly  extolled  by  his  London  associate, 
whom  he  has  made  the  organ  of  communication, 
with  the  American. 


But  we  will  not  believe  that  Mr.  Stevenson 
would  have  volunteered  his  services  “in  the  mat- 
ters of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,”  which  bears 
the  badge  of  fraud  in  its  very  name.  He  could  not 
have  ventured  “the  opinion  that  the  charter  of  the 
bank  will  not  be  repealed,  and  his  conviction  that  it 
ought  not  to  be,”  because  he  must  have  known  that 
he  expressed  a mere  “party  opinion,”  for  the  bene- 
fit of  a “particular  interest,”  against  the  sense  of 
that  majority,  through  the  power  of  whose  will  he 
became  the  representative  of  the  country.  He  must 
have  known  that  he  would  misrepresent  that  will, 
in  lending  himself  to  the  American  tories  in  Eng- 
land, to  make  “ well-timed ” declarations  to  Mr. 
Bates,  (of  the  house  of  the  Barings),  to  counteract 
the  just,  true,  patriotic  and  national  opinions  of  Mr. 
Rush;  that,  in  doing  this,  he  would  become  the  sup- 
porter of  a legislative  iniquity  more  corrupt,  infa- 
mous and  dangerous  than  that  which  signalized  the 
fraudulent  Yazoo  act.  If  Mr.  Stevenson  performed 
the  part  so  publicly  assigned  to  him  by  the  man 
who,  as  it  would  seem  from  the  publication  in  the 
American,  so  entirely  commands  his  confidence,  we 
must  say  that  his  acts  thus  given  to  the  public  in 
connection  with  his  letter,  disproves  its  assertions, 
and  makes  it  evident  to  all  the  world  that  he  has 
volunteered,  on  the  side  of  the  bank,  against  the 
government  and  administration  which  he  represents 
abroad;  against  the  great  body  of  the  nation,  by 
whom  the  corporation  has  been  condemned;  and 
against  the  republicans  of  Pennsj-rivania,  whose  sa- 
cred rights  have  been  put  under  foot,  by  the  false 
representatives  purchased  by  the  bank  to  betray 
them.  If  Mr.  Stevenson  has  enlisted  himself  in 
the  cause  of  this  institution,  as  stated  by  the  cor- 
respondent of  the  American,  to  whom  he  has  com- 
mitted the  vindication  of  his  character,  then  we  ad- 
mit he  deserves  all  the  commendation  bestowed 
upon  him  by  the  federal  press  in  reward  for  it.  But 
we  will  not  believe  it  unless  he  avows  it  openly  or 
confirms  his  London  associate’s  statement  by  his  si- 
lence. With  his  knowledge  of  Mr.  Biddle’s  con- 
duct, as  developed  in  the  house  of  representatives 
while  he  presided  over  it,  any  countenance  on  his 
part  to  raise  “the  credit  of  the  bank,”  would  be  to 
degrade  “the  character  of  the  country.”  Of  this,  un- 
less confessed  by  himself,  we  will  not  believe  him 
capable.  The  rest  may  be  forgotten. 

MB.  STEVENSON. 

From  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  March  28. 

We  have  read  with  deep  regret,  the  strictures  of 
the  Globe  on  Wednesday  last,  upon  our  minister  to 
England.  We  regret  it,  not  only  on  account  of  Mr. 
Stevenson  himself,  but  because  of  the  source  from 
which  these  strictures  have  proceeded.  These  col- 
lisions are  of  the  most  unpleasant  character  to  us, 
in  the  whole  circle  of  our  social  relations.  We  ex- 
pect them  from  our  polirical  enemies.  We  are  free 
to  say,  we  would  at  all  times  shun  them  with  our 
friends.  But  we  do  not  conceive  ourselves  at  liber- 
ty to  be  silent,  in  the  case  of  a friend,  who  is  ab- 
sent from  his  home,  in  the  service  of  his  country. 

A correspondent,  another  friend  of  Andrew  Ste- 
venson, has  submitted  some  remarks  upon  the  stric- 
tures of  the  Globe.  We  lay  them  before  our  read- 
ers, this  morning. 

It  seems,  that  Mr.  Stevenson  has  given  some  of- 
fence to  the  Globe,  by  hi3  letter  in  London  of  the 
31st  December,  which  we  have  already  published 
- — but  that  this  “may  be  forgotten,”  unless  he  ad- 
mits the  truth  of  a “private  letter  which  encloses” 
this  correspondence  at  London.  The  extract  is  in- 
troduced in  the  following  terms  by  the  New  York 
American: 

“On  the  subject  of  Mr.  Stevenson’s  agency  in’ 
countervailing  the  mischievous  effects  of  the  Globe’s 
London  correspondent,  to  bring  into  disrepute  in 
that  capital,  the  new  bank  chartered  by  Pennsylva- 
nia, a private  letter,  enclosing  the  above  correspon- 
dence, holds  this  language: 

“Mr.  Stevenson’s  course  has  not  only  been  free 
from  reproach,  but  is  entitled  to  very  high  praise, 
and  I refer  especially  to  his  conduct  in  the  matter 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  He  has  not  hesi- 
tated, whenever  the  subject  has  been  introduced,  to 
avow  his  belief  that  the  charter  of  the  bank  will 
not  be  repealed,  and  his  conviction  that  it  ought 
not  to  be,  except  upon  the  clearest  evidence  of  cor- 
ruption found — and  so  well-timed  have  been  his  de- 
clarations, that  Mr.  Bates  (of  the  house  of  Barings) 
assured  him  that  they  have  fully  counteracted  the 
mischievous  efforts  that  the  conduct  and  opinions 
of  Mr.  Rush  would  otherwise  have  had,  not  merely 
on  the  credit  of  the  bank,  but  on  the  character  of 
the  country,  Mr.  Rush  is  the  sole  author  of  the 
letter  .in  the  Globe,  and  of  the  republication  here 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  letter,  with  a preface  written, 

I fully  believe,  by  himself.” 

In  our  humble  opinion,  the  GJobe  attaches  too 
much  importance  to  Mr.  Stevenson’s  own  letter. — 


Rudely  charged,  as  he  had  been  in  the  whig  presses, 
with  writing  a letter  do  the  Globe,  in  which  he  him- 
self is  highly  praised  for  his  merits  as  a minister, 
we  confess  we  are  not  at  all  surprised  at'his  repel- 
ling the  imputation  with  some  degree  of  feeling.— 
And  although  it  had  been  denied,  by  the  Globe, 'yet 
when  his  correspondent  in  London  again  calls  his 
attention  to  the  “wanton  and  barefaced  calumny,” 
we  for  one  are  prepared  to  excuse  him  for  the  sen- 
sibility which  he  exhibits.  He  also  disclaims’  in 
the  strongest  manner,  the  assertion,  that  he  had 
been  concerned  in  “a  republication  in  London,  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren’s  letter  about  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States” — because  the  Commercial  had  charged 
him  with  “attempts  To  injure  the  credit  of  (ins) 
country  and  its  institutions.”  Mr.  S.  disclaims 
only  his  republication  of  the  letter,  because  he  con- 
siders it  as  unsuitable  to  him  as  a minister  abroad 
— but  does  he,  therefore,  reprobate  such  an  act  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Rusjh?  M1.1  eh  1p«o  j-- — 

prove  ol  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  letter,  which  no  man 
more  highly  admired? — Or,  does  he  approve  of  the 
hank  of  the  United  States,  or  its  recharter  by  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  which  no  one  more  indig- 
nantly reprobated  then  himself? 

We  cannot  agree  with  the  Globe,  that  Mr.  S. 
meant  to  “disclaim”  that  portion  of  Mr.  Rush’s 
letter,  which  so  beautifully  descants  upon  “the  glo- 
ry acquired  for  the  country  among  the  ‘ enlightened ’ 
abroad  by  our  admirable  institutions,  and  the  able 
and  auspicious  republican  counsels  under  which 
they  were  conducted  during  the  administration  of 
general  Jackson.”  Mr.  S.  is  one  of  the  last  Ame- 
ricans on  the  globe  to  disclaim  such  sentiments. — 
His  devotion  to  his  country’s  institutions,  and  his 
attachment  to  general  Jackson’s  administration,  are 
as  notorious  as  the  sun  in  the  midday  heavens. — 
They  required  no  new  public  declarations  from  his. 
lips.  If  any  man  doubts  either,  we  could  satisfy 
him  with  the  most  thrilling  evidence,  from  his  pri- 
vate letters.  No  American  is  prouder  of  his  coun- 
try— none  more  attached  to  Andrew  Jackson.  Nor 
can  we  agree  with  the  Globe,  that  Mr.  S.  desired 
“to  relieve  himself  from  the  supposition  of  having 
the  least  community  of  feeling  with  the  author,  by 
implication,  impeach  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Rush,  as 
that  of  a partisan.”  jJIr.  S.  is  the  last  man  in  Lon- 
don to  wound  the  feelings  of  Mr.  Rush,  or  to  im- 
peach his  conduct.  All  his  private  letters  testify 
his  strong  friendship  lor  that  gentleman. 

But  the  Globe  says,  all  these  things  “may  be  for- 
gotten,” if  lie  has  not  “enlisted  himself  in  the  cause 
of  this  institution,  as  stated  by  the  correspondent  of 
the  American,”  &c.  Yet  the  Globe  says  it  “will 
not  believe”  the  revelations  of  this  private  letter. — 
Why,  then,  does  it  attach  so  much  importance  to 
them?  Why  expatiate  so  much  upon  its  expres- 
sions.— and  why  declare,  that  “if  Mr.  S.  performed 
the  part  so  publicly  assigned  to  him  by  the  man, 
who,  as  it  would  seem  from  the  publication  in  the 
Anjeriean,  so  entirely  commands  his  confidence, 
we  must  say  that  bis  acts  thus  given  to  the  public 
in  connection  with  his  letter,  disproves  its  asser- 
tions, and  makes  it  evident  to  all  the  world,  that  he 
has  volunteered,  on  the  side  of  the  bank,  against 
th.e  government  and  administration  which  lie  repre- 
sents abroad;  against  the  great  body  of  the  nation, 
by  whom  the  corporation  has  been  condemned; 
-and  against  the  republicans  of  Pennsylvania,  whose 
sacred  rights  have  been  put  under  foot,  by  the  false 
representatives  purchased  by  the  bank  to  betray 
them?”  The  fact  is,  the  Globe  seems  disposed  to 
admit  what  it  declares  it  “will  not  believe,”  and  to 
condemn  Mr.  Stevenson  by  inuendo. 

But  upon  this  point  we  agree  with  our  corres- 
pondent. Who  vouches  for  the  truth  of  this  pri- 
vate letter?  Who  is  its  author?  He  is  evidently  a 
friend  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  His  bias 
may  have  affected  his  statements.  Has  he  reported 
Mr.  S’s  conversations  correctly?  Has  he  not -mis- 
understood or  perverted  them?  Has  he  stated  all 
the  conditions  which  qualify  the  general  proposi- 
tion? Has  he  not  imparted  an  artificial  coloring  to 
Mr.  S’s  declarations?  No  man  will  desire  to  be 
judged  upon  the  faith  of  the  private  letters' of  others 
— and  Mr.  S.  has  given  one  of  his  friends  this  very 
caution,  in  the  letter  from  which  we  make  the  fol- 
lowing extract.  This  letter  was  addressed  to  our- 
selves. (We  wish  we  felt  ourselves  at  liberty  to 
make  more  copious  extracts  from  it.)  It  breathes  a 
fine  spirit  devoted  to  his  .country,  to  her  administra- 
tion, and  to  his  own  duties.  It  expresses  the  ten- 
derest  affection  for  all  his  friends.  The  first  pas- 
sage in  the  following  extract  is  in  reply  to  his  cor- 
respondent, who  jocularly  expressed  a hope  that  ho 
would  come  hack  to  us,  unaltered  in  his  manners 
and  feelings  for  Iris  friends: 

London,  Nov.  20. 

“You  say,  you  hope  I am  not  changed.  Certain- 
ly not,  I hope  j for  the  worse.  Iam  too  old  now  to  be 
changed,  I fear,  for  the  better;  and,  as  I left  you, 
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so  shall  I remain  until  the  end  of  the  chapter.  The 
oak  cannot  be  transplanted  at  fifty,  and  thrive.  I 
think  I love  my  friends  more  than  ever,  since  I 
have  been  here,  though  I do  not  write  to  them  very 
often.  The  truth  is,  I have  no  time.  Mr.  Vail’s 
retirement  added  heavily  to  mv  labor.  I am,  how- 
ever, getting  well  over  it — and  the  business  of  the 
legation  in  good  order,  as  my  friend  Rush,  who  is 
here,  could  tell  you.”  ‘‘I  dare  say,  do  all  we  can, 
we  shall  be  abused;  but  I cannot  help  :t.  By  the 
by,  you  must  not  credit  half  you  hear,  or  see  in  the 
newspapers,  without  proof.”  “All  that  I have  to 
ask  of  my  friends  is,  to  ascertain  what  is  true,  be- 
fore they  undertake  to  judge  or  condemn.  Do  what 
1 may,  I will  be  condemned,  I know;  but  I shall 
nevertheless  tiy,  and  do  what  is  right.”  “Wo  see 
a great  deal  of  Mr.  Rush.  He  is  with  us  daily. — 
Wo  have  just  heard  that  Pennsylvania  has  gone  for 
the  republicans,  and  the  whigs  are  down.  Will  the 
bank  not  go?” — (Mark  that)! 

The  . Globe  concludes  its  strictures,  by  the  re- 
that  it  “will  not  believe  (that  he  has  enlisted 
lmnsell  in  the  cause  ot  the  bank;,  unless  ne  (Mr. 
S.)  avows  it  openly,  or  confirms  his  London  asso- 
ciate’s statement  by  his ’silence.”  Mr.  S.  will  best 
judge  for  himself,  what  course  it  is  best  for  him  to 
pursue.  But  in  the  mean  time,  we  appeal  to  the 
justice  of  the  Globe — to  the  liberality  of  its  editor 
— and  may  we  not  add,  to  the  kind  feelings,  which 
once  bound  him  to  Andrew  Stevenson,  to  forbear 
his  censures,  and  now  leave  the  case  in  his  own 
hands?  As  for  the  use  which  the  whigs  are  so 
eagerly  endeavoring  to  make  of  the  strictures  of  the 
Globe — as  for  their  speculations  upon  the  course  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States — as  for  their  va- 
ticinations about  the  immediate  recall  of  Mr.  Ste- 
venson, we  pass  them  over  as  the  idle  croakings  of 
the  mischief  making  raven.  We  cannot  regard 
them.  Mr.  Van  Buren  will  not,  upon  such  grounds 
as  these,  disgrace  a distinguished  citizen  and  faith- 
ful servant  of  his  country. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  honorable  Abbot  Lawrence.,  late  representa- 
tive in  congress  from  the  city  of  Boston,  having  re- 
ceived an  invitation  to  a public  dinner  from  a num- 
ber of  his  constituents,  in  testimony  of  respect  lor 
his  character  and  public  services,  has  declined  the 
honor  tendered  to  him  in  the  following  letter: 

Boston,  March  25,  1837. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  I 
received  last  evening,  inviting  me,  in  behalf  of  a 
number  of  my  late  constituents,  to  accept  of  a pub- 
lic dinner,  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  say  is 
tendered  to  me  as  a testimony  of  respect  for  my 
private,  and  an  approval  of  my  public  character. 

This  unexpected  demonstration  of  esteem  and  con- 
fidence, coming  from  those,  with  many  of  whom  I 
have  been  associated  for  years,  even  from  tile  day 
that  I first  entered  this  city,  a poor,  unknown  and 
friendless  boy,  fills  me  with  the  deepest  sensibility, 
and  demands  my  most  grateful  and  profound  ac- 
knowledgments. 

When  I accepted  the  high  and  important  trust  of 
representing  this  district  in  congress,  I well  knew 
the  responsibility  I had  assumed,  and  did  not  take 
it  upon  myself  without  much  solicitude,  distrusting 
my  ability  to  fulfil  the  reasonable  expectations  of 
my  friends. 

I felt  that  great  indulgence  would  be  extended  to 
me,  in  consequence  of  my  entire  want  of  experience, 
never  having  before  been  a member  of  a legisla- 
tive body:  but  I could  not  forget  the  distinguished 
individuals  who  had  preceded  me,  all  of  them  emi- 
nent for  their  talents,  acquirements-  and  practical 
information.  These  considerations  increased  the 
weight  of  responsibility  which  already,  oppressed 
me;  I took  my  scat  in  congress  with  a full  know- 
ledge of  my  deficiencies,  but  with  a feeling  of  pa- 
triotic devotion  to  the  public  interests,  which  I 
fondly  hoped  would  sustain  me,  not  only  in  the 
house,  but  with  my  constituents  and  the  country. 

If  the  trust  confided  to  me  by  the  people  of  this 
district  has  been  discharged  to  their  satisfaction,  it 
is  the  highest  reward  that  can  be  conferred  upon 
me. 

In  the  discharge  of  my  public  duties,  it  has  been 
my  fate  to  entertain  opinions  differing  from  those 
of  the  late  executive  and  a majority  of  congress; 
and  in  speaking  of  some  of  the  measures  of  the 
late  administration,  I beg  to  be  understood  as  mean- 
ing no  persona]  disrespect  to  gen.  Jackson,  or  any 
other  individual;  I shall  briefly  comment  upon  mea- 
sures, and  not  men. 

I have  always  kept  in  view  in  legislation  those 
principles  which  would  carry  home  to  the  many 
the  greatest  amount  of  prosperity  and  happiness, 
believing  that  the  few  can  always  take  care  of 
themselves.  Who  are  the  many?  Are  they  not 
tlie  farmers,  mechanics,  traders  and  laborers?  And 
who  are  the’ few?  Are  they  not  the  money  holders 


and  the  money  lenders  of  the  country?  The  latter 
class  can  transfer  their  persons  and  property  to  any 
given  place  in  or  out  of  the  country,  having  the 
means  always  about  them  to  do  so. 

It  is  not  the  case' with  the  former  class;  a farmer 
cannot  remove  his  farm  nor  the  mechanic  his  shop; 
the  wealth  of  the  country  is  founded  in  its  labor, 
and  in  giving  security  to  the  labor,  we  protect  the 
property  of  the  whole  country. 

A system  of  measures  has  been  recommend  by 
the  late  executive,  and  some  of  them  adopted,  which 
are  now  in  a course  of  development,  that  will  tend 
to  place  an  undue  proportion  of  the  property  of  the 
country  in  the  hands  of  overgrown  capitalists,  at 
the  expense  of  the  other  classes  of  society. 

The  present  state  of  the  currency  is  a perfect 
illustration  of  this  position,  and  the  question  now 
is,  what  have  been  the  cases  of  its  deranged  state 
throughout  the  union?  There  are  different  opinions 
in  regard  to  the  causes,  but  none  as  to  the  effects. 

The  most  reasonable  explanation  may  perhaps 
be  found  in  a series  of  measures,  commencing  with 
°"en.  Jackson’s  vetn  ni'  tho  charter  of  the  bank  of 
file  United  rotates,  in  1332 — -followed  by  a removal 
of  the  public  money  in  IS33. 

The  moment  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  was  vetoed,  an  expectation  prevailed  that 
it  would  be  forced  to  wind  up  its  concerns  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1836;  and  a large  number  of  banks  were 
chartered  in  several  of  the  states.  In  October,  1833, 
the  public  deposites  were  removed,  and  placed,  if 
my  memory  serves  me,  as  soon  as  it  could  con- 
veniently be  done,  in  thirty-six  banks,  over  which 
the  government  had  not  the  least  control,  and  all 
acting  independently  of  each  other. 

While  they  remained  in  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  they  were  employed  throughout  the  country 
for  legitimate  commercial  purposes;  but  when  they 
were1  placed  in  these-thirty-six  independent  insti- 
tutions, a large  amount  ot  the  government  money 
took  a new  direction;  it  was  completely  withdrawn 
from  the  regular  channels  of  trade,  causing  a great 
scarcity,  which  stimulated  the  chartering  by  the 
states  of  more  banks  in  1834.  This,  together  with 
an  intimation  from  the  executive  that  we  must 
have  a metallic  currency,  caused  heavy  loans  to  be 
’negotiated  abroad  by  some  of  the  deposite  banks, 
and  specie  was  brought  into  the  country  from  Eng- 
land and  clseivhere,  when  it  is1  believed  that  we 
were  indebted  largcdy  to  Europe. 

The  new  banks  made  large  issues  of  paper,  (not- 
withstanding the  metallic  currency),  the  prices  of 
every  thing  that  is  bought  and  sold  .continued  to 
rise,  and  in  1835  and  1836  more  banks  were  char- 
tered, and  some  very  large  ones,  by  the  states; 
state  loans  to  a great  amount  were  negotiated  in 
Europe;  private  credit 'pledged  for  money  abroad, 
to  an  unexampled  extent;  bills  drawn  on  one  banker 
to  pay  another,  till  England  has  become  surfeited 
with  American  securities,  both  public  and  private. 
During  the  last  two  or  three  years  the  public  lands 
have  attracted  particular  attention;  between  twenty 
and  thirty  millions  of  dollars  were  realized  from 
this  source  alone  the  last  year;  the  internal  improve- 
ments of  the  country  have  gone  forward  with  as- 
tonishing rapidity;  the  produce  of  the  soil,  lands, 
merchandise,  in  fact,  every  thing,  has  increased  in 
value;  fortune  after  fortune  has  been  made  without 
physical  or  mental  labor;  thousands  of  persons  have 
left  their  regular  occupations  to  trade  in  something, 
and  merchants,  lawyers,  doctors,  judges  and  legis- 
lators, have  joined  in  the  pursuit  of  wealth. 

General  Jackson  promised  us  a better  currency 
when  he  destroyed  the  United  States  bank,  and 
sternly  refused  to  give  us  another.  When  that  in- 
stitution was  in  full  operation,  we  had  a currency 
equal  to  anv  the, .world  ever  witnessed;  its  notes 
were  at  par  in  every  part  of  the  United  States  and 
in  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia.  Money  could  be 
placed  in  New  Orleans  by  persons  residing  in  the 
Atlantic  states  at  less  than  the  cost  of  insurance, 
and  there  was  no  transporting  of  specie  from  one 
end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  in  common  com- 
mercial transactions.  What  do  we  see  now?  The 
public  money  deposited  in  eighty-six  state  banks;  an 
increase  of  bank  capital  since  general  Jackron’s 
veto  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  of  not  less 
than  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  and  an 
increase  of  bank  notes  in  circulation  of  not  less  than 
eighty  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  said  the  business  of 
the  country  has  increased.  We  all  know  there  is  a 
great  increase  of  population,  and,  consequently,  of 
business;  but,  has  the  legitimate  business  increased 
in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  bank  capital  and 
circulation?  Has  not  the  business  been  stimulated 
and  carried  far  beyond  its  natural  growth  by  the 
aliment  received  from  this  eighty  millions  of  paper? 
We  know  what  our  condition  was  four  years  ago; 
perhaps  it  would  be  well  to  inquire  what  it  is  now. 
We  have  near  one  hundred  deposite  banks,  (acting 
without  concert),  in  which  there  must  be  at  this 


time  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  disbursing  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment, about  fifty  millions  of  dollars;  we  have  an 
increase  of  state  bank  paper  of  eighty  millions  of 
dollars — an  expansion  which  is  unnatural,  and  over 
which  (he  general  government  lias  no  control. 

The  inequality  of  the  currency  is  made  manifest 
by  the  demands  of  gold  and  silver  in  some  sections 
of  tlie  country  for  public  dues,  while  in  others  pa- 
per is  received  in  payment. 

We  are  largely  indebted  to  Great  Britain,  the  pro- 
duce of  our  country-  falling  in  price  abroad  and  at 
home,  our  exchanges  all  in.  disorder,  confidence  im- 
paired, and  a probability  of  considerable  shipments 
of  specie  to  pay  the  balances  we  owe  abroad.  The 
day  of  contraction  has  arrived,  and  a revolution  is 
to  take  place  in  the  business  of  the  country. 

Tlie  causes  of  the  great  speculations  in  lands,  and 
the  overtrading  in  other  branches  of  business,  may 
be  attributed  to  the  immoderate  expansion  of  bank 
notes,  and  the  forcing  of  specie  into  the  country 
contrary  to  the  natural  law3  that  govern  trade,  ft 
has  been  shown  that  this  increase  of  bank  capital 
and  bank  paper  was  produced  by  the  action  of  the 
executive  and  by  legislation.  The  promised  cur- 
rency has  never  been  realized,  and  that  class  of 
persons  who  were  assured  by  general  Jackson  that 
they  should  derive  important  advantages  by  bis 
new  system  are  to  be  sufferers. 

There  is  one  class  of  men  who  have  been,  and  are 
gathering  a golden  harvest  from  his  experiments  up- 
on the  currency;  that  is,  tlie  money  lenders — the 
great  capitalists  of  the  country — the-persons  against 
whom  these  measures  were  principally  directed. 
The  equality  which  was  to  be  produced  has  not 
taken  place.  On  the  other  hand,  human  ingenuity 
could  not  have  devised  a scheme  better  calculated 
to  satisfy  the  appetite  of  avarice  than  the  one  now 
in  operation.  Tlie  laborof  the  country  is  eventual- 
ly to  suffer  from  the  determination  of  the  executive 
to  carry  into  effect  this  experiment  upon  the  cur- 
rency. It  is  the  many,  and  not  the  few,  who  are  to 
suffer.  Time  has  revealed  to  us  but  a small  part  of 
the  effects  of  the  quackery  which  has  been  inflicted 
upon  us  by  an  interference  with  one  of  the  most 
difficult  and  delicate  subjects  that  can  be  touched 
by  tlie  executive  hand.  We  have  twenty-six  inde- 
pendent sovereignties,  all  ha\  ing  the  power  to  cre- 
ate banks,  and  those  banks  have  power  to  issue 
notes,  uncontrolled  by  the  genera)  government. 
How  long  such  a system  can  or  will  be  continued 
must  be  left  with  the  people  to  decide. 

I shall  pass  with  reluctance  from  this  fruitful  and 
interesting  topic  to  another  of  general  interest,  viz: 
the  public  lands.  The  land  bill  that  passed  the  se- 
nate, and  was  laid  on  the  table  in  the  house,  was  by- 
no  means  acceptable  to  those  who  are  desirous  of 
having  a distribution  of  the  revenue  arising  from 
that  source  among  its  lawful  proprietors.  The  bill 
was  partial  and  unjust  in  its  operation,  and  amount- 
ed to  a surrender  of  the  public  domain,  with  little 
prospect  of  much  compensation.  The  public  lands 
of  the  United  States  are  of  immense  value,  almost 
beyond  computation,  and  belong  in  common  to  all 
the  states  in  this  confederacy;  they  will  be  a source 
of  great  revenue,  annually,  fora  long  time  to  come, 
and  the  money  derived  from  (hem  should  be  distri- 
buted among  the  states.  A plan,  known  by  the 
name  of  Mr.  Clay’s  land  bill,  is  thought,  by  persons 
in  all  parts  of  the  country  in  favor  of  distributing 
the  proceeds,  to  be  the  most  judicious  that  has  yet 
been  presented  to  congress.  Thi-j  bill  passed  both 
houses  of  congress  once,  but  was  vetoed  by  general 
Jackson.  The  provisions  of  the  bill  are  favorable 
to  the  new  states,  and  such  as  should  he  satisfactory 
to  them,  unless  they  expect  to  obtain  the  whole 
public  domain  within  their  borders  without  com- 
pensation. This  bill  will  probably  come  before 
congress  at  its  next  session,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
may  become  a law;  should  this  be  the  case,  another 
interesting  and  very  important  question  would  be 
put  at  rest  for  the  present.  I refer  to  the  reduction 
of  the  duties  on  imports. 

The  bill  brought  into  the  house  of  representatives 
the  last  winter  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
is  one  which  is  expected  to  be  presented  again  at 
the  next  congress;  it  proposes  a great  and  sudden 
reduction  on  all  imported  articles  now'  paying  a du- 
ty over  twenty  per  cent.  Should  this  bill  become 
a law,  it  would  deeply  affect  all  interests  in  the 
country,  and  especially  those  of  New  England. 
This  is  another  instance  of  an  attempt  at  legislation, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  and  middling. classes  of 
society.  Who  does  riot  know  that  it  is  a direct  blow 
struck  at  the  labor  of  the  country?  Where  are  the 
workers  in  iron,  brass,  steel,  leather,  tin,  &c.  &c. 
the  hatter  and  the  tailor,  with  a great  many  others, 
who  are  now  protected,  as  they  had  supposed, 
under  the  faith  of  this  government?  Will  the  great 
and  intelligent  mechanic  interests  of  this  country 
agree  to  the  surrender  of  the  principle  of  protection 
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which  has  been  recognized  by  the  federal  govern- 
ment from  its  foundation? 

This  is  to  be  a war  ostensibly  waged  against  capi- 
tal and  the  monopolists,  as  they  are  courteously  call- 
ed by  those  who  are  against  the  system  of  protect- 
ing our  own  labor.  Whenever  the  principle  of  pro- 
tection is  surrendered,  it  will  probably  be  found  that 
the  w'ar  will  have  been  in  elfect  against  the  labor 
and  not  the  capital  of  the  country. 

A neighboring  state  legislature  passed  sundry 
resolutions  recommending  to  congress  to  reduce  the 
priee  oi  the  public  lands  and  also  the  tariff  of  duties 
on  imports.  The  justice  or  policy  of  such  a mea- 
sure cannot  be  understood;  if  it  arises  from  a desire 
to  drain  the  state  of  its  population  and  wealth,  no 
measure  that  can  be  thought  of  would  so  effectually 
produce  that  result.  It  is  believed  that  the  policy 
of  this  commonwealth  does  not  lie  so  deep,  or  per- 
haps she  has  less  patriotism  than  her  neighbor;  at 
all  events,  it  is  a policy  full  of  mischief  to  the  in- 
dustrious people  of  Massachusetts,  and  one  that 
should  ne  resisted  by  all  constitutional  means. 

The  opinion  of  general  Jackson  upon  this  impor- 
tant question  may  be  found  in  his  farewell  address 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  fortification  bill  was 
lost  at  the  last  session  of  congress.  The  bill  passed 
the.  house  three  times,  and  the  last  time  by  a larger 
majority  than  the  first.  The  house  thought  proper 
to  pass  another  deposite  act,  with  the  same  provi- 
sions as  that  passed  in  June  last,  to  take  effect  on 
the  first  of  January  next,  which  was  appended  to 
the  fortification  bill.  The  senate  thought  proper  to 
reject  the  bill,  although  the  popular  branch  of  the 
legislature,  by  a large  majority,  decided  that  the 
public  interest  required  that  the  money  in  the  trea- 
sury should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  people  to 
whom  it  belonged.  The  immediate  representatives 
of  the  people  thought  it  was  not  compatible  with 
their  duty  to  their  constituents  to  recede  from  the 
stand  they  had  assumed.  The  senate  adhered,  and 
with  that  body  should  rest  the  responsibility  of  the 
loss  of  the  fortification  bill,  with  the  amendment 
distributing  among  the  states  the  surplus  revenue. 
There  are  good  reasons  to  suppose  that  it  would  have 
passed  the  senate  but  for  a threatened  veto,  which 
was  suspended  over  its  members. 

Upon  the  subject  of  executive  patronage,  a word 
should  be  said  in  connexion  with  the  exercise  of  the 
veto  power.  A pernicious  and  dangerous  practice 
has  obtained,  to  a considerable  extent,  of  late  years, 
in  the  appointment  of  members  of  congress,  by  the 
executive,  to  important  and  lucrative  offices.  Se- 
veral members  of  the  last  congress  have  already 
been  appointed  to  office  since  its  adjournment,  and 
many  more  will  doubtless  be  rewarded  for  their 
party  fidelity.  If  this  practice  prevails,  congress 
will  soon  become  nothing  more  than  a component 
part  of  the  executive  wil  . If  we  intend  to  main- 
tain inviolate  the  independence  of  congress  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  a remedy  must  be  found  for 
this  notorious  evil.  Independence  of  action  cannot 
be  looked  for  in  a house  of  representatives,  a con- 
siderable portion  of  whom  are  suppliants  for  offices 
at  the  disposal  of  the  president.  There  is  no  feel- 
ing of  party  in  this  matter;  it  is  alluded  to  from  no 
other  than  honest  motives,  and  the  spirit  of  the  re- 
mark w'ill  apply  to  all  parties,  whoever  may  be  in 
power,  and  operate  through  all  time. 

There  is  one  other  question  of  so  much  import- 
ance, and  which  is  soon  to  occupy  so  much  of  the 
public  mind,  that  it  should  be  brought  for  a moment 
before  you.  Nothing  has  been  presented  to  the 
consideration  of  the  free  states  since  the  adoption  of 
the  federal  constitution,  that  will  produce  more  ex- 
citement, than  the  proposition  to  annex  the  vast 
territory  of  Texas  to  this  union.  The  independence 
of  this  infant  nation  has  already  been  recognized  by 
our  government.  The  next  movement  of  the  friends 
of  Texas  will  probably  be  its  annexation  to  the 
United  States.  It  is  to  be  a slaveholding  country, 
and  comprises  territory  sufficient  to  create  six  states. 
There  are  good  reasons  to  believe  that  many  distin- 
guished persons,  high  in  power  and  influence,  have 
a settled  and  fixed  purpose  to  carry  this  measure. 
Should  their  object  be  attained,  where  will  be  the 
patronage  and  executive  power  of  the  government? 
Will  it  not  be  gone,  forever  departed  from  the  free 
states?  Let  us  maintain  the  constitution  in  letter  and 
spirit,  as  we  received  it  from  our  fathers,  and  resist 
every  attempt  atthe  acquisition  of  territory  to  be  in- 
habited by  slaves. 

Having  .written  much  more  than  I intended,  per- 
mit me  to  renew  my  thanks  for  the  honor  you  have 
done  me  by  your  invitation,  which  pressing  engage- 
ments, arising  from  long  absence,  compels  me,  most 
respectfully,  to  decline.  I pray  you  to  accept  the 
assurances  with  which  I remain,  gentlemen,  your 
friend  and  grateful  servant, 

ABBOT  LAWRENCE. 

.To  Messrs.  Thomas  B.  Curtis,  and  others. 
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Names  of  Deposite  banks  for  which  Reuben 
M.  Whitney  is  not  agent,  and  not  paid  a 
salary. 


THE  TREASURY  AND  BANKS  INVESTIGATION. 

APPENDIX 

To  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  on  Mr.  Garland’s  'motion  to  inquire  into  the 
fact  and  nature  of  any  agency  between  the  deposite  banks  and  the  treasury  of  the  United  States. 

TABLES  REFERRED  TO  IN  THE  REPORT. 


Maine  bank,  Portland,  Maine 
Bath  bank,  -do. 

Gvimborlftnd  "bank,  0O. 

Granite  bank,  rln 

Commercial  bank,  Portsmouth,  N.  Hamp 
Portsmouth  bank,  do. 

Merrimack  county  bank,  do. 

Mechanics’  bank  do. 

Merchants’  bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts 
Commonwealth  bank,  do.  . ' 

Franklin  bank,  do. 

Fulton  bank,  do.  . 

Hancock  bank,  do. 

Phcenix  bank,  Charlestown,  do.  . 

Merchants’  bank,  Salem,  do. 

Bank  of  Windsor,  Vermont 
Mechanics’  bank,  New  Haven,  Connecticut 
Arcade  bank.  Providence,  Rhode  Island 
Bank  of  Newport,  do. 

Bank  of  Bristol.  do.  . 

Union  hank,  Newport,  do. 

Seventh  Ward  bank,  city  of  N.  York,  N.  Y. 
Lafayette  bank,  do. 

Phcenix  hank,  do. 

Leather  Manufacturers’  bank,  do. 
Tradesmen’s  bank,  do. 

Dry  Dock  company  bank,  do. 
Merchants’  bank,  ’ do. 

Union  bank,  do. 

Merchants’ Exchange  bank,  do. 

Brooklyn  bank,  Brooklyn,  New  York  . 
Troy  bank,  Troy,  do.  . 

Trenton  banking  company.  New  Jersey 
State  bank,  Newark,  do. 

State  bank,  Elizabeth,  do.  . 

Brandywine  bank,  Wilmington,  Delaware 
Bank  of  Delaware,  do. 

Farmers’  bank,  New  Castle,  do. 

Bank  of  Harrisburgh,  Pennsylvania 
Bank  of  Metropolis,  District  of  Columbia 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  do.  . 

Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Virginia 
Branch,  Norfolk,  do. 

Do.  Fredericksburg,  do. 

Do.  Lynchburg,  do.  .. 

Do.  Petersburg,  do. 

Bank  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 
Planters’  and  Mechanics’  bank,  Charleston, 
South  Carolina  .... 

Charleston  bank,  South  Carolina 
Planters’  bank  of  Georgia,  Georgia 
Bank  of  Augusta,  do. 

Branch  bank  of  Alabama,  Mobile,  Alabama 
Agricultural  bank,  Natchez,  Mississippi 
Union  bank,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
Louisville  Savings  bank,  Kentucky 
Northern  bank  of  Kentucky,  Lexington,  Ky 
Branch  at  Louisville,  do. 

Bank  of  Louisville,  do. 

Franklin  bank,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Franklin  bank,  Columbus,  do. 

Branch  of  State  bank,  Indianapolis,  Indiana 
Do.  do.  Lawrenceburg,  do. 

Do.  do.  New  Albany,  do. 

Do.  do.  Madison,  do. 

Do.  do.  Richmond,  do. 

Bank  of  Illinois,  Shawneetown,  Illinois 
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#44,958 

35,769 

#134,578 

35,769 

#243,975 

35,769 

#305,000 

mo  ftOO 

9 esOjOOO 

37,500 

27,106 

148,309 

137,502 

102,000 

105,000 

100,000 

75,030 

100,000 

30,000 

100,000 

584,480 

386,535 

1,212,820 

750,000 

545,207 

558,837 

539,946 

100,000 

150.000 
375,653 

100.000 

500.000 

150.000 

500.000 

500.000 

150.000 

23,946 

60,000 

75,000 

11,049 

13,896 

288,128 

472,970 

11,226 

91,921 

242,071 

200,000 

4,731 

8 

500,000 

6,735 

100,000 

375.000 

300.000 
600,090 

300.000 

200.000 

150.000 

300.000 

350.000 

200.000 

150.000 
15,500 

178.000 

200.000 
106,000 

90.000 

80.000 

500,000 

500.000 

1.500.000 

600.000 

400.000 

200.000 

1.490.000 
1,000,000 

750.000 

200.000 
300,000 

300.000 

400.000 

200.000 
120,000 
110,000 

33 

26 

593,897 

158,460 

150,261 

500,000 

27,500 

27,51S 

27,518 

400,000 

63,591 

62,786 

133,152 

128,546 

326, 94S 
423,883 

3,240,000 

18 

83 

19,564 

11,064 

32,770 

• ' 

29,202 

587,732 

1,114,000 

. 

181,227 

737,147 

1,000,000 

. . . 

200,200 

2,000,000 

10,665 

59,052 

206, 90S 

535,400 

15,000 

'23,299 

278,024 

897,000 

258,101 

942,427 

1,060,246 

2,000,000 

. . . 

385,469 

1,999,750 

313,111 

534,743 

2,518,023 

7,051,000 

22,013 

106,795 

429,993 

293,350 

554,777 

96,512 

1,000,000* 

26.268 

404,073 

136,776 

921,682 

174,363 

1,000,000 

434,425 

261,247 

1,158,685  j 

. . . 

159,251 

38,203 

457,919  }■ 

1,279,857 

71,808  j 

. . . 

71,388 

200,000  J 

• • • 

46,000 

151,700* 

#3,133,68! 

#4,212,952 

#16,899,887 

#37,974,614 

27,106 

3,160,790 

11,226 

3,172,016 

Note. — The  capitals  of  the  banks  marked  * have  been  ascertained  otherwise  than  from  the  letters  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
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Names  of  deposite  banks  for  which  Reuben 
M.  Whitney  i$  agent,  so  far  as  appeared  to 
the  select  committee. 

Amount  of  public  mo-  j 
ney  deposited  in  these.  j 
banks  on  the  1st  e/j 
October,  1834. 

Amount  of  public  mo- 
ney deposited  in  these j 
banks  on  the  1st  o/ 
October,  1835. 

Amount  of  public  mo- 1 
ney  deposited  in  these \ 
banks  on  the  1st  o/j 
October,  1S36. 

CO 

*r> 

io 

O 

If 

Salary  paid  R.M.  Whit-  i 
ney  by  these  banks.  ■. 

Bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont 

$33,385 

$50,755 

$107,437 

$126,352 

$200 

Fanners  & Mech’s  bank,  Hartford,  Conn. 

15,975 

73,188 

225,310 

40S,996 

125 

Bank  of  America,  New  York,  New  York 

1,498,934 

2,001,705 

3,329,851 

2,001,200 

1,000 

Manhattan  company,  do.  do. 

1,618,950 

1,517,865 

3,253,321 

2,050,000 

1,000 

Mechanics’  bank,  do.  do. 

1,453,042 

2,096,953 

3,037,550 

2,000,000 

1,000 

Mechanics  Sc  Farmers’  bank,  Albany,  do. 

25 

101,455 

462,242 

442,000 

750 

*Girard  bank,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

486,094 

1,300,284 

2,347,6G4 

1,500,000 

500 

Moyamensing  bank,  do. 

70,509 

241,381 

237,677 

174,950 

300 

Merchants  and  Manufacturers’  hank,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania 

63,782 

241,366 

600,000 

t FianKlHl  bank,'  DaUimure,  Maryland 

466,801 

508,915 

Union  bank,  do.  •_  do. 

530,849 

797,509 

1,018,518 

1,845,487 

500 

Bank  of  Michigan,  Detroit,  Michigan 

222,053 

798,006 

1,237,974 

444,779 

Fail  to  tell. 

Farmers  and  Mechanics’  bank  of  do.  . 

36,481 

728,730 

1,029,200 

150,000 

200 

Commercial  bank,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

22,923 

1,011,044 

1.631,757 

1,000,000 

500 

Agency  of  this  bank  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri 

674,237 

1,398,078 

500 

Clinton  bank,  Columbus,  Ohio  . 

22S,710 

423,628 

289,225 

Fail  to  tell. 

Union  bank,  Nashville,  Tennessee 

73,080 

85,723 

565,867 

1,811,890 

Planters’  bank,  Natchez,  Mississippi  . 

542,935 

1,320,951 

1,393,930 

4,139,140 

Branch  Planters’  bank,  Columbus,  do.  . 
Commercial  bank.  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

63,084 

327,601 

580,574 

1,817,273 

2,657,255 

6,995,920 

13,672,852 

24,227,444 

22,150,189 

6,575 

*Tliis  bank  has  paid  R.  M.  Whitney  $500  on  each  of  two  occasions,  in  addition  to  his  annual  allowance. 
fThis  bank  has  paid  It.  M.  Whitney  $250  for  circulars,  &c.  but  does  r,ot  pay  an  annua!  salary. 

Note. — In  the  construction  of  these  tables  cents  have  been  omitted. 


Exhibit  W.  Transcript  from  the  records  of  the 
circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the 
county  of  Washington. 

William  Folwell,  jr.  survivor  of  Richard  F.  Allen, 
vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 

Coxe. 

March  term,  1834.  June  27.  Judgment  for 
$10,000.  Damages  and  costs.  Damages  to  be  re- 
leased on  payment  of  $4,997  82,  with  interest, 
from  16tli  June,  1832,  until  paid.  Costs  $9  53. 

Test:  W.  BRENT,  clerk. 

Nathaniel  Jones,  surviving  partner  of  Gates  & Bar- 
croft,  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 

Coxe. 

March  term.,  1S35.  June  6.  Judgment  for 
$30,000.  Damages  and  costs.  Damages  to  be  re- 
leased on  payment  of  $15,007  30,  with  interest 
from  18th  March,  1826,  until  paid.  Costs  $12  11. 

Ca.  sa.  issued  to  November  term,  1830,  and  deli- 
vered to  plaintiff’s  attorney.  Not  returned. 

Test:  W.  BRENT,  clerk. 

Nathaniel  Jones,  surviving  partner  of  Gates  & Bar- 
croft,  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 

Coxe. 

March  term,  1835.  June  6.  Judgment  for 
$30,000.  Damages  and  costs.  Damages  to  be  re- 
leased on  payment  of  $15,000,  with  interest  from 
17th  February,  1826,  until  paid.  Costs  $12  11. 

Ca  sa.  issued  to  November  term,  1836;  delivered 
to  attorney,  and  not  returned. 

Test:  W.  BRENT,  clerk. 

Nathaniel  Jones,  surviving  partner  of  Gates  &c  Bar- 
croft,  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 

Coxe. 

March  term,  1835.  June  6.  Judgment  for 
$12,000.  Damages  and  costs.  Damages  to  be  re- 
leased on  payment  of  $6,159  31,  with  interest  from 
3d  January,  1825,  until  paid.  Costs  $12  01. 

Fi.  fa.  to  November  term,  1836;  delivered  to 
plaintiff’s  attorney,  and  not  returned. 

Test:  ' W.  DRENT,  Clerk. 

Nathaniel  Jones,  surviving,  partner  of  Gates  8c  Bar- 
croft,  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 

Coxe. 

March  term,  1835.  June  6.  Judgment  for 
$12,000.  Damages  and  costs.  Damages  to  be  re- 
leased on  payment  of  $6,159  30,  with  interest  from 
2d  February,  1826,  until  paid.'  "Costs  $12  11. 

Ca.  sa.  issued  to  November  term,  1836,  and  re- 
turned. “Cepi  released  on  prison  bounds  bond.” 
Francis  P.  Blair  and  John  C.  Rives  sureties  in 
bond. 

Test:  W.  BRENT,  clerk. 

Charles  Yezin  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 

Coxe. 

November  term,  1836.  No.  334.  Imparlances’ 
suit  brought  against  Mr.  Whitney,  as  endorser  on 
Andrew  Curcier’s  note  for  $1,021  33,  dated  7th 
July,  1S34.  Azariah  Fuller,  special  bail. 

Test:  W.  BRENT,  cleric. 


The  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Coxe. 

November  term,  1836.  431.  Appearances:  on 
defendant’s  own  note  for  $600,  dated  25th  July, 
1832,  payable  two  days  after  date.  Francis  P. 
Blair,  special  bail. 

Test:  W.  BRENT,  clerk. 

Bank  of  Pennsylvania  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Coxe. 

November  term,  1836.  432.  Appearances:  on 

defendant’s  own  note  for  $1,800,  dated  July  6, 
1232,  payable  in  twenty  days.  Francis  P.  Blair, 
special  bail. 

Test:  W.  BRENT,  clerk. 

Bank  of  Pennsylvania  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Coxe. 

November  term,  1836.  433.  Appearances:  on 

defendant’s  own  note  for  $3,300,  dated  July  18, 
1832,  payable  in  ten  days.  Francis  P.  Blair,  spe- 
cial bail. 

Test:  W.  BRENT,  clerk. 

Andrew’  Curcier,  use  of  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’ 
bank  of  Philadelphia,  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Mason. 

November  term,  1836.  121.  Appearances:  suit 

brought  against  Mr.  Whitney,  as  endorser  on 
Charles  Callaghan’s  note  for  $1,600,  dated  11th 
August,  1832.  Thomas  L.  Smith,  special  bail. 

Test:  W.  BRENT,  clerk. 

Andrew  Curcier,  use  of  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’ 
bank  of  Philadelphia,  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Mason. 

November  term,  1836.  122.  Appearances:  on 

defendant’s  own  note  for  $900,  dated  7th  August, 
1832,  payable  in  twenty  days.  Thomas  L.  Smith, 
special  bail. 

Test:  W.  BRENT,  clerk. 

Andrew  Curcier;  use  of  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’ 
bank  of  Philadelphia,  vs.  Reuben  M.  AVhitney. 
Mason. 

November  term,  1S36.  123.  Appearances:  on 

dufeiultuit’.:  uvvn  nolo  for  $550,  dated  lltll  August, 

1832,  payable  in  twenty  days.  Thomas  L.  Smith, 
special  bail.  Test:  W.  BRENT,  clerk. 

Deposition  of  the  directors  of  the.  bank  of  Burling- 
ton, and  cashier. 

Answer  to  1st  interrogatory:  That  they  pay 

Whitney  at  the  rate  of  $200  per  annum,  commenc- 
ing with  the  1st  January,  1835. 

CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  THE  BANK  OF  BUR- 
LINGTON. 

Nathan  B.  Haswcll,  a director  of  said  bank,  to  JR. 
M.  Whitney,  dated 

Burlington,  July  16,  1835. 
“The  branch  bank  at  this  place  will  soon  cease 
its  operations;  and  to  enable  us  to  meet  the  public 
demand,  I need  not  repeat  that  a deposite  of  a per- 
manent character  will  enable  us  to  continue  to  keep 
our  bills  at  par,  as  above  stated,  (in  New  York  and 
Boston),  and  meet  the  wants  of  the  people  in  this 
section  of  the  country.” 


It.  M.  Whitney  to  N.  B.  Haste  ell. 

Washington,  July  27,  1835. 
“This,  it  was  found,  could  not  be  done  under  the 
existing  laws,  [treasury  appoint  an  agent],  but  it 
was  suggested  that  all  the  advantages  could  he  de- 
rived by  each  bank  appointing  its  own  agent,  pro- 
vided each  selected  the  same  individual,  which  could 
accrue  to  the  banks  themselves,  and  to  the  treasury 
department,  in  case  the  agent  was  appointed  by  that 
department.”  * * * * 

“A  central  agency,  for  the  purpose  of  intercom- 
munication, has  been  found,  thus  far,  productive  of 
great  benefit  to  the  public.” 

Ji.  M.  Whitney  to  N.  B.  Haswell. 

Washington,  Avgust  8,  1835. 

“I  intend  to  see  the  commissioner  of  pensions, 
and  recommend  to  him  to  place  the  money  in  the 
hands  of  the  branch  banks  only  about  as  fast  as 
they  will  w'ant  it  to  pay  out,  so  as  to  give  the  use 
of  it  to  you  as  lone:  as  possible,”  8cc. 

JL  Wdtll  IU  see  me  k/uun.  jlj  X*  0 0 - 

more  extensively  in  the  domestic  exchange  busi- 
ness  ,5  &.c. 

R.  M.  Whitney  to  N.  B.  Haswell. 

Washington,  Jlvgust  21,  1835. 

“In  a few  days,  I shall  prepare  a circular,”  8cc. 

* * “The  same  will  be  forwarded  to  all  the  land 

offices.  This  will  lead  to  the  receipt  of  your  notes 
by  all  the  public  receivers.” 

“I  am  particularly  anxious  that  the  deposite 
banks  should  turn  their  attention  to  that  branch  of 
business,”  [domestic  exchange]. 

R.  M.  Whitney  to  the  president  of  the  bank  of  Bur- 
lington. 

Washington,  January  23,  1835. 
“With  this,  I forward  you  the  copy  of  a letter 
written  by  a person  residing  here,  high  in  the  con- 
fidence of  the  executive,  to  some  friends  in  New 
York  and  Boston.  This  will  explain  to  you  more 
fully  the  object  of  the  agency,  and  the  duties  which 
will  appertain  to  it.” 

Extract  from  the  letter  above  referred  to,  which  is  not 
signed. 

“The  president  and  secretary  of  the  treasury,  I 
know,  view  the  subject  in  the  same  light  that  I do, 
and  will  be  gratified  if  the  bank  will  establish  such 
an  agency;  and  from  his  talents,  experience  and 
fidelity,  no  appointment  would  be  more  acceptable  to 
them  than  that  of  Mr.  Whitney,  who  has  already 
been  recommended  to  the  department.”  [Query. 
Is  not  this  Amos  Kendall?] 

President  of  the  bank  to  R.  M.  Whitney. 

Burlington,  February  12,  1835. 
“Your  letter  dated  the  23d  nit.  is  received,  on 
the  subject  of  an  agency  of  the  deposite  banks.  I 
have  communicated  the  same  to  our  board  of  direc- 
tors, and  am  instructed  to  say,  that  in  all  business 
transactions  with  the  government  they  have  and  wish 
to  meet  their  views,  and  do  the  public  business  in- 
trusted to  them  to  their  satisfaction. 

“So  far  as  this  institution  may  be  profited  by  an 
agency,  as  it  respects  business,  public  or  private, 
they  will  cheerfully  pay  a sum  commensurate  to 
such  advantages.” 

Cashier  of  the  bank  of  Burlington  to  R.  M.  Whitney. 

Burlington,  March  10,  1836. 
“We  are  informed  that  the  Mechanics’  and  Far- 
mers’ bank,  located  in  this  place,  are  making  a 
movement,  through  various  channels,  to  obtain  the 
payment  of  pensions,  and  to  perform  the  duties  of 
a deposite  bank.”  * * * * “It  was  chartered 

to  take  the  place  of  the  branch  here,  and  is  under 
the  direction  of  those  who  were  the  managers  of 
the  branch — the  same  cashier,  and  occupy  the  same 
house.  Those  gentlemen  have  not  yet  forgotten 
their  mortification  in  having  the  business  of  the  go- 
vernment taken  from  them,  and  probably  feel  no 
little  desire  to  retrieve  their  characters,  if  possi- 

J-jJp  5J  * * * * * 

“The  information  which  I received,  in  relation  to 
the  designs  of  the  Mechanics’  and  Farmers’  hank 
came  from  Washington.  Nothing  of  the  kind  is 
intimated  here.  I wish  you  therefore,  to  ascertain 
if  it  is  correct,  and,  if  so,  to  apprise  the  honorable 
secretary  of  the  character  of  the  applicants.” 
Cashier  of  the  bank  of  Burlington  to  R.  M.  Whitney. 

Burlington,  January  25,  1836. 
“Being  located  in  the  samejilace  where  a branch 
of  the  United  States  bank  was  established,  and  as 
we  are  a deposite  bank,  where  the  branch  has  dis- 
continued its  operations,  the  public  seem  to  expect 
that  we  would  at  once  afford  the  same  facilities  and 
accommodations  that  they  enjoyed  when  the  branch 
was  doing  business.  There  has  been,  on  the  part 
Of  our  directors,  a desire  to  meet  this  expectation; 
and  the  consequence  has  been  that  a very  sensible 
change  has  taken  place,  politically,  in  favor  of  the. 
government,  and  as  it  is  our  desire  to  strengthen  these 
sentiments,  we  feel  that  it  is  important  to  afford  to 
our  farmers  and  merchants  the  coming  spring  a 
pretty  extensive  accommodation,  especially  about 
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the  time  of  the  wool  clip.”  * * * “My  wish 

is  that  you  would  have  an  interview  with  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  on  the  subject  of  allowing  the 
present  amount  to  remain,  or,  rather,  that  the  war- 
rants in  favor  of  the  pension  agent  should  not  be 
made  upon  the  deposite  for  the  next  payment.”  &c, 
11.  M.  Whitney  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  of  Burlington. 

Washington,  March,  18,  1836. 

“I  called  upon  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and 
went  to  the  commissioner  of  pensions,  and  can  as- 
sure you  that  you  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  ef- 
forts of  your  neighbors.  No  other  bank  mil  be  em- 
ployed, by  either  department,  unless  compelled  to  do  so 
by  the  legislation  of  congress.  Mr.  Everett,  a mem- 
ber. from  your  state,  has  been  trying  to  have  the 
pensions  paid  in  another  qwarter,  (Windsor,  I sup- 
pose). 

“You  need  not  fear  but  I will  look  after  and  pro- 
tect your  interest.” 

R.  M.  Whitney  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  of  Burlington. 

“As  it  may  be  important  for  you  to  know,  as  a 
guide  in  your  operations,  I can  state  to  you,  that, 
until  January  next,  I feel  confident  you  may  safely 
calculate  upon  the  treasury  deposites  being  kept  up 
to  the  maximum  of  what  your  bank  can  hold;  say 
three-fourths  of  the  amount  of  capital.” 

correspondence  with  the  state  bank  of 

ILLINOIS. 

From  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  Dec.  14,  3835. 

“As  you  request  that  part  qf  it  may  be  consider- 
ed as  confidential,  and  other  parfs  of  it  be  commu- 
nicated to  third  persons  with  whom  this  department 
has  nb  official  connexion,  and  as  much  of  it  relates 
to  subjects  on  which  the  department  has  opened  no 
correspondence,  or  asks  for  any  explanation,”  &c. — 
all  returned. 

“But  as  to  any  other,  whether  of  a political  and 
party  character,  or  otherwise,  as  they  have  had  no 
influence  with  the  department,  and  have  not  been 
inquired  about  by  me,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  of- 
fer to  me  any  remarks.” 

To  Cashier  state  bank  of  Illinois. 

State  bank  of  Illinois,  Springfield,  Jan.  7,  1836. 

“I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communi- 
cation of  the  14th  ult.  I addressed  you  the  letter  to 
which  it  is  a reply,  under  the  impression  that  Mr. 
Whitney  held  an  official  station  in  your  department, 
with  which  was  connected  a supervision,  under 
you,  of  the  interests  of  government,  as  connected 
with  the  deposite  banks.  Under  this  erroneous  im- 
pression, I considered  his  letter  to  Mr.  Tillson,  as 
official  in  its  character;  and  as  it  contained  charges 
against  this  b3nk  of  a political  and  even  party  cha- 
racter, I deemed  that,  the  subject  being  thus  open-. 

ed,  there  could  be  no  impropriety  in  my  referring 
Jo  those  charges  in  a communication  to  yourself.  I 
regret  the  misapprehension,  and  I hope  it  will  be  a 
sufficient  apology  for  a course  which  I certainly 
would  never  have  taken,  had  I known,  as  I now 

do,  that  Mr.  Whitney  is  not  connected  with  the 
treasury  department.” 

N.  H.  RIDGELY,  cashier. 

To  L.  Woodbury,  secretary,  &c. 

From  T.  V/.  Smith  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

EdwardsviUe,  June  22,  1835. 

“Thc-  stock  has  fallen  by  (what  1 do  not  hesitate 
to  say)  means  the  most  disreputable  and  dishonest, 
into  the  hands  of  a combination  of  some  eight  or 
ten  individuals  of  Cincinnati,  St.  Louis  and  this 
state,  composed  of  the  friends  of  the  United  States 
bank,  and  deadly  foes  to  the  present  administration, 
who  will  use  their  influence  and  that  of  the  bank, 
which  has  in  its  direction  but  one  friend  of  the  ad- 
ministration, in  favor  of  the  recharter  of  the  United 
States  bank,  and  adverse  to  every  fair  measure  of 
the  government.” 

A7.  Raney  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Saint  J^ouis,  June  24,  1S35. 

The  bank  of  Illinois,  in  a few  days,  will  go  into 
operation;  and  as  an  agency  from  Cincinnati  has 
been  established  in  St.  Louis,  to  receive  the  public 
funds,  &c.  I deem  it  a duty  to  state  that  the  great 
body  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Illinois  bank  are 
reel-hot  opponents  to  the  administration,  and  have 
elected  lor  the  cashier  of  the  mother  bank  the  chief 
c!e.rk  of  the  United  States  bm!c  of  St.  Louis;  and 
such  being  the  fact,  I think  their  paper  should  not 
be  received  in  the  land  offices,  and,  consequently, 
the  agency  here  being  compelled  to  take  it  at  its 
nominal  value. 

“It  has  been  very  much  the  case,  that  several  in- 
dividuals who  oppose  the  administration  in  this 
country,  have  received  the  public  patronage.” 

Wm.  L.  May,  representative  in  congress,  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury. 

Springfield,  (Illinois),  July  20, 1836. 

“At  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  oi  the  state, 
the  proposition  to  create  the  present  [state]  bank 


was  brought  forward  by  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration with  the  view  to  aid  the  government  of  the 
United  States  in  its  fiscal  operations,  and  to  supply 
the  place  of  the  branch  of  the  United  States  bank. 

“Your  annual  report  to  congress  had  no  small  in- 
fluence, and  to  it  may  be  ascribed,  in  a great  mea- 
sure, the  triumph  ot  carrying  the  bank.”  Adds: 
“It  was  natural  that  the  stocuholders  should  wish 
to  have,  to  some  extent,  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  custody  of  the  public  money. 

. “This  favor,  it  is  thought,  our  state  has  some  rea- 
son to  expect;  she  has  always  been  foremost  in 
sustaining  The  measures  of  the  administration;  but 
this,  it  is  conceded,  would  Dot  constitute  a claim  to 
the  custody  of  the  public  money.  When,  however, 
to  this  is  added  an  ability  on  the  part  of  the  bank  to 
meet  all  its  liabilities,  and  when  the  high  standing, 
talents  and  integrity  of  its  directors  are  considered, 
it  is  thought  that  the  state  bank  of  Illinois  ought  to 
be  entitled  to  the  utmost  confidence.” 

representative  in  congress,  to  the  se- 
creiary  uj‘  sne  u vusuiy  . 

Belleville,  July  24,  1835. 

“The  bank  [Illinois  state]  has  now  commenced 
its  operations  under  favorable  auspices,  and  such 
organization  as  Warrants  the  conclusion  that  the 
confidence  of  the  United  States  will  not  be  abused. 
As  measures,  looking  at  the  promotion  of  golden 
opinions  in  favor  of  the  present  and  future  adminis- 
trations of  the  United  States,  in  this  state,  I should 
say  none  more  happy  in  its  influence  could  be  de- 
vised. The  officers  are,  many  of  them,  believed  to 
be  for  the  success  of  the  distinguished  candidate  for 
the  presidency.  But  the  measures  alluded  to,  of 
themselves,  independent  of  personal  predilections, 
1 should  think,  would  do  much  to  advance  the 
views  of  the  administration.  Should  your  depart- 
ment deem  it  expedient  to  direct  the  reception  of 
the  issues  of  the  bank  at  the  land  offices  merely, 
this  alone  would  be  productive  of  great  advantages 
to  the  friends  of  the  administration  as  a measuie 
unequivocal  to  be  pointed  out,  indicating  the  most 
friendly  relations.  * * * Should  these  or  other 

views  cause  the  adoption  of  these  measures,  no 
doubt  need  be  entertained  of  a most  decided  and  be- 
neficial influence  in  behalf  of  the  administration.” 

William,  Kinney  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Mount  Pleasant,  October  14,  1835. 

“I  have  no  doubt  of  that  institution  [state  bank 
of  Illinois]  having  been  chartered,  by  the  influence 
of  a designing  man^for  the  sole  purpose  of  specu- 
lation, both  in  pecuniary  and  political  matters;  and 
if  the  public  deposites  are  placed  therein  for  any 
length  of  time,  1 should  not  be  surprised  if  the  con- 
duct of  that  institution,  ere  long,  should  be  such  as 
to  throw  sand  into  the  eyes  of  the  present  adminis- 
tration and  its  true  advocates. 

“All  that  I would  wish  to  say  further  is,  to  advise 
great  precaution  in  relation  to  making-  deposites  in 
western  banks,  especially  those  which  have  lately 
sprung  up.  * * * I am  the  friend  of  the  pre- 

sent administration  in  all  its  features.” 

Samuel  Roberts,  receiver  of  public  money,  Danville, 
Illinois,  to  the  secretanj  of  the  treasury. 

Louisville,  November  29,  1835. 

“In  regard  to  the  application  of  the  state  bank,  I 
thought  proper  to  inform  you  that  the  president  and 
nearly  all  of  the  directors  of  the  principal  bank,  all 
the  cashiers  of  the  branches,  and  an  immense  ma- 
jority of  the  branch  directors,  have  been  the  most 
decided  opposition  men  to  general  Jackson,  to  his 
measures,  and  his  friends  and  supporters.  The 
cashier  of  the  principal  bank  was  an  officer  of  the 
United  States  branch  bank  at  St.  Louis;  and  I be- 
lieve that  the  .bank  of  Uiinois  is,  at  this  time,  un- 
der the  dominion  of  federalism. 

‘I  think  it  due  to  you  to  give  you  this  informa- 
tion, because  I have  recently  learned  that  a diffe- 
rent representation  has  been  made  to  the  depart- 
ment, and  no  doubt  with  a view  to  produce  a diffe- 
rent impression.  I know  most  of  the  directors  and 
officers  personally,  and  have  made  inquiry  as  to  the 
politics  of  those  I do  not  know.  While  the  bank 
continues  in  the  hands  and  under  the  control  of  the 
federal  party,  I hope  it  may  not  receive  any  patro- 
nage from  the  government.” 

[No  answer  by  the  records.] 

Secretary  says,  the  principal  charges  are:  1.  That 
the  stock  was  not  properly  distributed.  2.  That 
state  has  no  interest,  and  therefore  charter  not  legal. 
3.  The  bank  has  issued  large  amounts  of  paper,  and 
not  redeemed  as  expected. 

Wm.  L.  May,  representative  in  congress,  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury. 

Washington,  Jan.  29,  1836. 
“The  safety  of  the  bank  is  only  matter  of  opi- 
nion: but  I cannot,  in  justice  to  my  own  feelings, 
omit  the  present  opportunity  of  expressing  my  en- 
tire confidence  in  the  integrity  and  ability  of  it- 
board  of  directors,  as  well  as  the  capacity  of  the 
bank  to  meet  all  its  liabilities.” 


John  Reynolds,  member  of  congress,  to  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury. 

Washington,  Jan.  29,  1836. 

“To  make  the  bank  of  Illinois  a depository  fer 
the  public  funds,  and  the  paper  of  the  bank  land  of- 
fice money,  would  be  very  acceptable  to  the  people; 
and  from  all  the  information  I can  procure  in  rela- 
tion to  its  solvency,  I conclude  it  would  be  a safe 
depository.  Therefore,  1 do  earnestly  recommend 
the  measure  to  make  the  state  bankot  Illinois  a de- 
pository for  the  public  funds,  and  the  paper  thereof 
land  office  money.” 

John  M.  Robinson,  senator,  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury. 

Washington,  Jan.  30,  1836. 

“To  your  communication  of  the  25th  inst.  ask- 
ing my  opinion  whether  the  selection  of  the  Illinois 
bank  would  be  useful  and  acceptable  to  our  commu- 
nity, and  safe  to  the  government,  I have  to  reply,  I 
have  no  doubt  but  it  would  be  both  useful  arid  ac- 
ceptable to  that  community.  As  to  the  safety  of 

tn«  I'unUo,  Illy  infuiiuatioil  Upon  that 

part  of  the  subject  is  very  limited,  the  bank  having 
only  been  in  operation  a short  time,  and  its  location 
being  in  a different  part  of  the  state  from  where  I 
reside.  - With  many  of  the  directors  I am  personal- 
ly acquainted,  and  have  the  highest  opinion  of  their 
integrity  and  financial  ability.” 

W.  L.  D.  Ewing,  senator  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury. 

“In  reply  to  your  inquiries,  1 have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  the  deposite  of  the  public  funds  in 
the  state  bank  of  Illinois  would  not  only  be  useful 
and  acceptable  to  the  people  of  Illinois,  but  is  con- 
fidently expected  by  them.”  * * * “This  ex- 

pectation had  a controllingirifluenee  with  the  legis- 
lature in  the  establishment  of  the  bank. 

“I  believe  the  institution  is  ably  and  prudently 
conducted.  I have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  in- 
tegrity and  honor  of  the  officers  having  the  ma- 
nagement of  it.  I believe  the  public  funds  would 
be  as  safe  as  in  any  bank  west  of  the  mountains. 

I have  no  doubt  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  char- 
ter.” 

correspondence  with  the  seventh  wap.b 

BANK  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Walter  Eowne,  president  of  the  Seventh  Ward  bank, 

Ncio  York,  to  R.  B.  Taney , secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. 

New  York,  October  2,  1SS3. 

The  services  of  the  Seventh  Ward  bank  are  re- 
spectfully offered  to  the  honorable  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury. 

The  directory  feel  much  confidence  in  this  ap- 
plication, being,  (without  exception)  as  well  as  the 
stockholders,  with  few  exceptions,  friends  of  the 
administration. 

It  is  also  respectfully  recommended  to  your  notice 
that,  at  the  time  of  the  distribution  of  the  stock  of 
this  institution,  the  commissioners  awarded  no  por- 
tion to  the  brokers  in  Wall  street.  This  excited 
their  indignation  against  the  hank,  and  engendered 
a resolution  (passed  at  their  board)  that  they  would 
not  deal  in  the  stock,  sillier  directly  or  indirectly; 
and  the  members  of  their  board  bound  themselves 
to  abide  by  such  resolution  on  pain  of  exclusion. 

The  directors  having  the  highest  personal  consi- 
deration for  general  Jackson,  respectfully  request 
the  secretary  to  lay  this  letter  before  the  president. 

WALTER  BOWNE,  president. 

New  York,  December  16,  1833. 

We,  the  subscribers,  officers  and  directors  of  the 
Seventh  Ward  bank,  in  the  city  of -New  York, 
friends  of  the  administration  and  of  the  revered 
chief  at  the  head  of  the  government,  do  solicit  a 
portion  of  the  fiscal  patronage  of  the  United  Slates 
treasury,  for  the  Seventh  Ward  bank;  the  terms  are 
those  most  favorable  to  the  government. 

Walter  Bowne,  pres.  Philip  Harmad, 
William  S.  Coe,  Luther  Halsey, 

Henry  Ogden,  Wm.  O’Conner,  cash. 

Abraham  Daley,  Samuel  N.  Dodge, 

G.  Hopkins,  John  Y.  Greenfield, 

William  Scott,  James  A.  Whiting, 

David  Brown,  H.  Eiber. 

December  31,  1835.  The  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury writes  George  Newbold  to  suggest  some  mode 
of  dividing  the  balances  in  the  deposite  banks  in 
the  city  of  N.  York,  and  requests  him  to  consult 
the  other  deposite  banks  in  the  city  oil  the  subject. 
The  presidents  of  the  deposite  bardisin  the  city  of  New 
York  to  ike  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

“The  measure  suggested  in  your  communication, 
that  the  present  selected  banks  should  make  suita- 
ble arrangements  with  the  ether  local  banks  here, 
to  leave  balances  with  them  for  a limited  period,  or 
until  congress,  by  seme  act,  shall  render  it  necessa- 
ry or  proper  to  call  for  the  whole  or  part  of  these 
balances,  meets  our  entire  ar.d  cordial  approbation, 
&c.  * * * * * 
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“The  arrangements  with  the  other  banks,  that  We 
should  propose  and  desire,  would  be  such  as  are  li- 
beral and  equitable,  having  a due  regard  to  the  en- 
tire safety  of  the  funds,  and  to  a prompt  repayment 
thereof  when  required  or  called  lor;  and  we  should 
accordingly  deem  it  proper  that  security  should  be 
given  by  those  banka  that  would  be  ample  and  sa- 
tisfactory. * * * * 

“In  regard  to  the  question  of  security  to  be  given 
by  those  banks,  we  may  remark  that,  although  we 
are  quite  satisfied  that  most  of  them  are  perfectly 
gqod,  and  their  corporate  responsibility  abundantly 
sufficient,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  believe  but  that 
all  of  them  are  so,  yet  there  are  many  considera- 
tions that  seem  to  render  it  proper  that  they  should 
give  additional  suitable  security;  and  if  you  shall  be 
of  that  opinion,  and  will  so  express  it  in  your  in- 
structions to  us,  it  would  evidently  facilitate  the  ar- 
rangement, and  render  them  the  more  ready  to  give 
the  security,  inasmuch  as  sensibilities  might  other- 
wise be  awakened  by  the  supposition  that  there  is 
a want  of  proper  confidence  and  liberality  on  our 
part.”  GEO.  NEWBOLD, 

r'rcajjcibi  \jJ'  tf te  bunk  uj'  *rfubCi~iC(2-j 

M,  GELSTON, 

President  of  the  Manhattan  company. 

JNO.  FLEMING, 

President  of  the  Mechanics'  bank. 

CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  THE  FARMERS’  AND  ME- 
CHANICS’ BANK  AT  DETROIT,  MICHIGAN. 

Farmers’  § Mechanics'  bank , Detroit , Feb.  23, 1S35. 

Sir:  The  temporary  absence  of  the  president  of 
this  bank  has  prevented  an  earlier  reply  to  your 
communication  of  the  23d  ultimo. 

This  bank  desires  to  co-operate  with  the  treasury 
department  in  its  measures  for  the  general  good; 
and,  with  that  view'  solely,  the  proposition  received 
from  you  will  be  acceded  to  in  due  time,  or  so  soon 
as,  by  the  terms  of  its  charter,  the  proper  step  can 
be  taken.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  hoped  and  ex- 
pected that  you  will  act  as  if  the  arrangement  had 
been  concluded.  I need  not  assure  you  that  the 
board  will  justly  estimate  and  reward  the  attention 
which  the  interests  of  the  public  and  of  the  insti- 
tution may  receive  at  your  hands.  Yours,  &e. 

JOHN  A.  WILLIS,  cashier. 

R.  M.  Whitney,  esq. 

From  R.  M.  Whitney  to  John  A.  Willis — March 
18,  1835. 

Sir:  I had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  letter 
of  the  23d  ultimo  a few  days  since,  i shall  com- 
municate to  you  every  thing  whereby  I think  the 
interests  of  the  bank  will  be  promoted  with  the  same 
readiness  as  if  final  action  had  taken  place  upon  my 
proposition. 

I have  got  the  heads  of  the  various  departments 
to  furnish  an  estimate  of  the  probable  sums  and 
periods  which  they  will  call  for  money  from  the 
treasury,  as  well  as  the  stales  in  which  it  will  be 
required.  This  will  enable  me  to  lay  out  a course 
of  operations  lor  the  next  six  months  of  the  treasury 
with  the  deposite  banks,  whereby  I can  inform 
each  the  sums  they  will  be  called  upon  to  payor 
transfer  during  that  period,  on  account  of  the  go- 
vernment; which  information  will  enable  them  to 
proceed  with  security  in  the  employment  of  the 
money  while  it  remains  in  their  hands. 

R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

John  A.  Willis,  esq.  cashier  Farmers’  und  Mechanics' 

bank,  Detroit. 

From  same  to  same — April  20,  1835. 

Sir:  I understand  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
is  about  to  issue  a circular  to  the  selected  banks, 
making  tiie  following  inquiries,  viz: 

1st.  Whether  the  banks  now  issue  notes  of  a less 
denomination  than  five  dollars? 

2d.  Whether  the  bank,  (in  case  it  now  makes 
such  isSucs),  will  be  willing  to  discontinue  any 
further  issues  of  any  notes  of  a denomination  less 
than  five  dollars,  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  18.%'? 

3d.  Whether  the  bank  will  also  be  willing  to  dis- 
continue tl«  = <.-f  a-.iy  mile  of  a denomination 

less  than  ten  dollars,  at  any  early  future  day? 

4th.  If  so,  the  terms  upon  which  the  bank  is 
willing  to  come  under  such  agreement? 

It  is,  in  my  opinion,  very  desirable  thj.t  the  se- 
lected banks,  generally,  should  express  a willing- 
ness to  enter  into  such  an  arrangement.  Besides 
aiding  the  government  in  restoring  a metallic  cir- 
culating medium,  for  the  purposes  of  all  the  small 
transactions  of  society,  and  thus  producing  great 
good  to  the  community,  1 think  it  williead  to  caus- 
ing all  the  banks  which  unite  in  carrying  out  this 
measure  to  obtain  increased  and  extended  populari- 
ty, &c.  * * * .* 

The  considerations  which  the  selected,  banks 
ought  to  require,  incase  they  consent  to  discon- 
tinue the  issue  of  all  notes  under  five,  and  then  un- 
der ten  dollars,  I think  ought  to  be  someting  like 
the  following: 


1st.  That  the  government  shall  not  receive  in 
payments  notes  of  a denomination  less  than  five 
dollars  after  the  30th  day  of  September,  1835,  nor 
any  note  of  a denomination  less  than  ten  dollars 
after  the  1st  day  of  July,  1S36. 

2d.  That  interest  shall  not  be  required  of  them 
upon  the  public  moneys  while  remaining  on  deposite 
in  their  hands;  the  duties  which  are  now  performed 
under  the  contract  with  the  treasury  department, 
and  the  surrender  of  the  advantages  growing  out  of 
tile  right  to  issue  and  circulate  notes  for  sums  less 
than  ten  dollars,  being  considered  a full  equivalent 
for  the  use  of  the  public  money. 

3d.  Provided  that  congress  shall  not  impose, 
through  legislation,  onerous  conditions,  or  make  of 
the  banks  injurious  exactions. 

In  1810,  both  Messrs.  Webster  and  Sergeant  op- 
posed all  legislation  touching  the  regulation  of  the 
currency.  They  contended,  then,  that  tiie  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury  had  command  of  the  currency 
and  exchanges  of  the  country,  and  could  employ  it 
more  beneficially  than  any  body  or  o«r.r 
else.  My  own  observation  saliufies  me  that  they  . 
were  right.  I think  it  would  be  well  that  the  board 
of  directors  of  each  bank  should  give  an  expres- 
sion of  their  opinions  touching  this  subject. 

I think  it  would  be  agreeable  that  the  banks 
should  fix  the  1st  day  of  October,  1836,  for  the 
period  of  discontinuing  the  issue  of  all  notes  less 
than  ten  dollars.  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

To  the  cashier  of  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank, 
Detroit. 

From  the  same  to  sajne — July  16,  1S36. 

Dear  sir:  Your  favor  of  the  4th  instant  came  to 
hand  this  day,  with  your  draft  on  (lie  City  bank  at 
Albany  tor  one  hundred  dollars,  for  balance  of  my 
salary  on  the  1st  instant. 

I notice  your  remarks  respecting  the  time  re- 
quired to  convert  the  funds  received  for  land  sales 
with  available  funds  at  New  York,  and  have  spoken 
to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  upon  the  subject. 
It  is  his  wish  to  do  nothing  in  the  way  of  transfer 
which  will  cause  you  the  least  inconvenience. 

R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

Jno.  A.  Willis,  esq. 

From  the  same  to  same — July  17,  1835. 

Dear  sir:  I notice  by  your  return  of  the  1st  inst. 
that  your  specie  was  reduced  to  $12,882  01.  This, 
I presume,  was  caused  by  payments  made  to  dis- 
bursing agents  of  the  war  department.  I would  re- 
mark, that  it  is  desirable  to  avoid,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  reduction  of  the  specie  fund  of  the  de- 
poaite  banks  so  low.  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

Jno.  A.  Willis,  esq. 

From,  same  to  same  ( extract ) — May  30,  1836. 

“These  considerations,  collectively,  induce  me 
to  suggest,  and  even  to  recommend,  to  all  the  de- 
posite banks  which  receive  deposites  of  the  public 
money  from  the  land  receivers,  to  forthwith  give 
them  notice  that  they  will  not,  after  the  receipt  of 
that  notice,  receive  from  them,  and  place  at  the 
credit  of  the  treasury,  any  thing  else  than  silver  and 
gold,  and  the  notes  of  such  banks  as'  will  redeem 
such  notes  as  are  received  in  payment  of  public 
lands  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia.” 
* * * * 

“Any  steps  which  von  and  any  of  the  deposite 
banks  mav  take  for  carrying  into  effect  the  sug- 
gestions I have  made,  I fee!  confident  will  be  ap- 
proved by  al!  sound  financiers;  and  1 am  fully  per- 
suaded that  their  adoption  will  not  only  prove  be- 
neficial to  the  deposite  banks,  by  relieving  them  in 
part,  of  an  onerous  duty,  but  will  prove  most  salu- 
tary in  its  consequences  to  the  public  in  general,” 
See.  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

Jno.  A.  Willis,  esq. 

From  same  to  same — July  7,  1836. 

Dear  sir:  I duly  received  your  favor  of  the  22d 
ultimo,  covering  your  check  payable  at  the  Phce- 
nix  bank,  in  New  York,  for  ore  hundred  dollars, 
due  me  the  1st  inst.  for  which  please  accept  my 
f hanks. 

The  Indian  department,  I have  just  learned,  have 
issued  requisitions  for  $65,000,  payable  in  Detroit 
in  specie.  They  will,  between  this  and  1st  of  Sep- 
tember next,  require  from  six  to  seven  hundred 
thousand  more,  of  which  two  hundred  thousand 
must  be  in  specie.  I shall  know. more  about  the 
subject  tomorrow.  Yours,  truly, 

R.‘M.  WHITNEY. 

John  A.  Willis,  esq. 

From  the  same  to  same — July  8,  1S36. 

Dear  sir:  You  will  be  informed  by  the  treasury 
department  that  the  Indian  department  will  have 
occasion,  between  this  and  the  1st  of  October,  for 
from  seven  to  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  at 
Detroit;  and  Mr.  Harris  informed  me  yesterday  that 
he  should  want  from  two  hundred  to  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the  amount  in  specie. 
To  meet  this,  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  you  will 
have  to  send  abroad  for  specie.  I have,  therefore. 


thought  proper  to  inform  you  that  gold  in  almost 
any  quantity  can  be  had  at  the  bank  of  America, 
at  N.  York,  which  has  been  received  from  France, 
and  is  under  the  contiol  of  the  treasury  department; 
and  I would  recommend  that  the  two  deposite 
banks  at  Detroit  unite  together,  and  send  to  New 
York  and  obtain  two  or  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  with  which  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  In- 
dian department.  It  will  he  good  policy  for  the 
banks  to  do  so,  as  it  will  he  aiding  in  carrying  out 
one  of  the  permanent  measures  of  the  administra- 
tion—that  of  circulating  gold.  » 

If  you  should  conclude  to  adopt  these  sugges- 
tions, please  inform  me,  and  I will  obtain  such  in- 
structions as  will  enable  you  to  obtain  the  gold 
without  difficulty.  Yours,  truly, 

R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

John  A.  WiUis,  esq. 

From  same  to  same — Extract  from  a letter  dated 
July  26,  1836. 

“Dear  sir:  ***  There  is  about  four  million  dol- 

loro  arrivsiJj  rviiil  f-o  arrivO)  o/  tho  Pr«m.h  itjvicin  J i i t y 

money,  which  the  government  wish  to  have  dis- 
tributed throughout  me  country;  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  deposite  banks  will  lend  their  aid  in  doing 
it.”  . R.  M.  WHITNEY.  ' 

John  A.  Willis,  esq. 

Farmers'  and  Mechanics,  bank,  Detroit,  July  8,  1835. 

Sir:  Your  circular  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo  came 
duly  to  hand.  As  this  bank  now  furnishes  com- 
plete lists  of  all  banks  whose  notes  it  receives  in 
deposite  for  sale  of  public  lands,  embracing  all  in 
credit  north  of  the  Potomac  and  Ohio  rivers,  and 
all  southern  banks  redeeming  in  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  no  misapprehension  can  possibh' exist 
on  the  subject;  nevertheless,  it  is  the  determination 
of  the  bank  to  lend  its  feeble  aid  to  perfect  the 
great  plan  adopted  by  the  treasury  department,  hav- 
ing lor  its  object  the  equalization  of  the  currency. 
It  has  not,  at  present,  an  emission  of  notes  of  the 
denomination  of  $50,  or  over;  but  having  recently 
ordered  one,  it  will  soon  be  able  to  comply  with 
the  terms  of  3rour  proposition.  Some  little  time 
will  be  necessary  to  make  the  arrangements  in  N. 
York,  until  which,  I cannot  inform  you  at  what 
bank  the  notes  will  be  redeemed.  Permit  me  to 
suggest  that  the  deposite  banks  be  instructed  pe- 
remptorily to  present  at-  the  office  redeeming  in 
New  York  such  notes  only  as  are  actually  receiv- 
ed for  sales  of  land,  as  the  extension  of  the  rule 
to  all  receipts  ?■£  their  respective  counters  would 
be  productive  of  great  embarrassment  to  banks  re- 
mote from  the  point  in  question. 

JOHN’- A.  WILLIS. 

R.  M.  Whitney,  esq. 

From  same  to  same — Extract  from,  a letter  dated 
July  24,  1835. 

“Dear  sir:  I hasten  to  reply,”  &c.  “Our  specie 
shall  be  increased  instantly;  the  diminution  can  be 
accounted  for  in  a manner,  doubtless,  satisfactory,” 
&c. 

“We  intend  to  be  well  protected  bcl-ow,  and  to 
prepare  for  any  emergency  that  can  possibly  arise. 
I enclose  a draft  for  $100  on  Nejv  York,  tor  your 
salary  to  the  1st  instant.” 

J.  A.  WILLIS,  cashier. 

R.  M.  Whitney,  esq. 

Extract  from  a letter  dated  Avgust  19,  1836,  from 
Mr.  Whitney  to  Mr.  Willis. 

“Dear  sir:  I am  this  day  favored  with  yours 
of  the  loth  instant,”  &c.  * * * “jpe  [mean- 

ing the  secretary  of  the  treasury]  has  informed 
you,  in  the  circular  to  which.  I have  referred*  that 
the  payments  may  be  made  at  an  earlier  period 
than  specified  in  the  transfer  warrant.  If  you  should 
at  any  time  wish  them  extended,  for  your  own 
convenience  or  that  of  the  public,  it  can  be  done 
& c.  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

J.  A.  Willis,  cashier. 

Farmers’  and  Mechanics'  bank,  Detroit,  Jan.  4,  1S36. 

Dear  sir:  I annex  my  draft  for  $100,  to  pay 
your  salary  to  1st  of  January.  I believe  this  is 
right.  I hardly  need  say  to  you  that,  of  the  yery 
large  receipts  on  account  of  land  sales,  more  than 
nine-tenths  consist  of  uncurrent  mq-ney,  which  it 
requires  over  sixty  days  to  convert,  and  at  great 
risk  and  expense.  These  considerations  undoubt- 
edly, have  great  weight  with  the  department,  and 
will  cause  the  transfer  drafts  to  be  more  gradually 
than  if  the  deposites  were  available  at  once.  I am, 
dear  sir,  truly,  yours,  JOHN  A.  WILLIS, 

Cashier  Farmers’  mid  Mechanics’  bank. 

R.  M.  Whitney,  esq. 

Copy  of  Mr.  Taney's  letter  to  Mr.  Thomas  Ellicott. 
[private.] 

Washington,  October  22,  1836. 

My  dear  sir:  I have  only  a moment  to  say  to 
you  that  Whitney’s  proposition  is  entirely  unau- 
thorised by  me,  and  that  I have  no  concern  what- 
ever with  it;  and,  moreover,  if  all  the  selected  banks 
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were  to  recommend  it,  I would  not  appoint  such 
an  agent  at  this  time,  nor  until  I have  more  time 
to  examine  into  its  propriety.  Certainly  there  will 
be  none  until  congress  decide  what  measures  are 
to  follow  the  removal  of  the  deposites;  and  if  one 
should  ever  be  selected,  I am  not  committed  to  ap- 
point Mr.  Whitney.  I am  perfectly  at  large  fora 
selection.  Very  truly,  yours,  11.  B.  TANEY. 

Thomas  Ellicott,  esq.  Baltimore. 

Copy  of  Mr.  Taiieifs  letter  to  Reverdy  Johnson. 

[private.] 

Washington,  October  24,  1S33. 

My  dear  sir:  Although  the  time  for  closing  the 
mail  is  almost  at  hand,  I hope  I yet  have  time  to 
thank  you  lor  your  friendly  letter,  and  to  assure 
you  that  I perfectly  agree  with  you  in  the  opinions 
you  express  about  the  reported  appointment.  My 
private  letter  to  Mr.  Ellicott  has,  I hope,  been 
shown  to  you,  arid  will  remove  any  suspicion  that  I 
could  have'counlenanced  the  plan.  In  the  first 
place,  there  is  no  law  authorising  the  establishment 
Or  sacn  3,  DlU’OlUlj  tuid  it  yvaa-W  l?o  the  gnroacot  alltl 
most  indefensible  - usurpation  of  power,  if  I pre- 
sumed to  make  such  an  appointment.  1 never,  for 
a moment,  have  dreamed  of  committing  such  a 
folly;  yet  the  imposing  form  of  the  papers  given  to 
Mr.  Ellicott,  coupled  with  the  publication  in  the 
Standard,  was  well  calculated  to  create  the  ap- 
prehension that  I was  participating  in  -this  wild 
scheme.  But  if  I had  authority,  even  by  act  of 
congress,  (and  nothing  short  of  an  act  of  congress 
would  authorise  it),  to  establish  such  a bureau  in 
iny  department,  rest  assured  it  would  not  be  given 
to  the  person  you  name.  I believe  he  has  been 
much  wronged;  but  it  is  one  of  my  fixed  theories 
in  politics,  that  a man  must  not  only  be  qualified 
for  the  office  he  fills,  but  the  public,  who  must  have 
an  interest  in  it,  must  be  satisfied  of  his  .fitness,  or 
at  least  must  not  have  made  up  their  minds  against 
him.  And  whatever  may  be  the  qualities  of  the 
person  in  question,  his  appointment  to  that  office 
would,  under  existing  circumstances,  be  received, 
I am  sure,  with  one  general,  universal  feeling  of 
disapprobation  by  friends  and  foes;  and  rely  on  it, 
I will  never  mortify  my  friends  by  such  a usurpa- 
tion of  power,  nor  by  such  an  injudicious  appoint- 
ment, where  I have  a lawful  right  to  fill  an  office. 
The  whole  proceeding  has  been  the  indiscreet  act 
of  the  party  himself,  and  wholly  unauthorised  by 
me.  Again  thanking  you  for  your  kind  letter,  I 
am,  very  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

II.  B.  TANEY, 

Copy  of  Mr.  Whitney's  letter,  referred  to  in  page  45. 

1 Washington,  August.  29,  1835. 

Sir:  I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that, 
since  my  circular  to  you,  of  the  25th  June  last,  I 
have  received  communications  from  the  greater 
part  of  the  deposite  banks,  upon  the  subject  of  re- 
deeming such  of  their  notes  in  New  York  and  Phi- 
ladelphia, as  may  be  received  on  deposite  from  re- 
ceivers of  proceeds  of  public  lands,  as  .well  as  re- 
ceiving from  such  receivers  the  notes  of  such  of  the 
deposite  and  other  banks  as  redeem  the  same  either 
in  New  York  or  Philadelphia;  and  I am  now  en- 
abled tt>  communicate  to  you  the  arrangements 
made  with  the  following  banks,  viz: 

Bank  of  Burlington,  Burlington,  Vermont.  This 
bank  redeems  its  notes  of  all  denominations  of  five 
dollars  and  upwards,  unlimitedly,  at  the  Merchants’ 
bank  in  the  city  of  New.  York.  It  also  receives  on 
deposite  the  notes  of  such  banks  as  are  at  par, 
either  in  New  York,  Philadelphia  or  Boston. 

- Mechanics'  and  Farmers’  bank,  Albany.  This' 
bank  redeems  all  its  notes  of  the  denomination  of 
fifty  dollars  and'  upwards,  unlimitedly,  at  the  Mer- 
chants’ bank  in  the- city  of  New  York.  It  also  re- 
ceives the  notes  of  all  banks  which  are  at  par  in 
New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

Bank  of  America,  New  York.  This  hank  will 
receive  the  notes  of-all  the  deposite  banks  situated 
north  and  east  of  that  city,  of  the  denomination  of 
fifty  dollars  and  upwards,  on  deposits,  from  deposite 
hanks,  which  they  may  have  received  from  the  re- 
ceivers of  sales  of  public  lands. 

Mechanics’  bank,  New  York.  This  bank  will  re- 
receive the  notes  of  the  two  deposite  banks  in  Bos- 
ton, (the  Commonwealth  and  Merchants),  they 
having  arranged  with  this  bank  to  redeem  the  same, 
of  all  denominations  of  five  dollars  and  upwards. 

Girard  bank,  Philadelphia.  This  bank  will  re- 
ceive from  all  the  deposite  banks  the  notes  of  any 
and  all  the  deposite  banks  north  and  east  of  Phila- 
delphia, which  they  may  receive  from  the  public 
land  receivers,  of  the  denomination  of  fifty  dollars 
and  upwards. 

Union  bank  of  Maryland,  Baltimore.  This  bank 
redeems  ils  notes  unlimitedly , in  New  York,  at  the 
Merchants’  bank,  and  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  Phila- 
delphia bank;  and  it  receives  on  deposite,  and  in 
payment  of  all  dues,  the  notes  of  all  good  banks 
which  arc  redeemed  in  those  cities. 


Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Washington.  This  bank 
redeems  its  notes  unlimitedly,  in  Philadelphia,  at 
the  Girard  bank,  and  in  New  York,  at  the  bank  of 
America,  Mechanics’  bank,  and  the  Manhattan 
company.  It  receives  on  deposite  the  notes  of  all 
such  banks  as  are  at  par  in  either  of  those  cities. 

Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond.  This  bank  redeems 
its  notes,  unlimitedly,  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  Girard 
bank  and  the  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  bank,  and 
in  New  York,  at  the  Mechanics’  bank  and  Manhat- 
tan company.  It  receives  the  notes  of  all  banks, 
above  the  denomination  of  ten  dollars,  which  re- 
deem their  notes  in  either  of  the  above  cities. 

Bank  of  Augusta,  Augusta.  This  bank  redeems, 
at  the  bank  of  America,  in  New  York,  such  of  its 
notes  as  may  be  received  by  the  receivers  of  pro- 
ceeds of  sales  of  public  lands. 

Union  bank  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans.  This 
bank  will  redeem,  at  the  Merchants’  hank,  in  New 
York,  all  its  notes  which  may  be  received  by  the 
deposite  banks,  in  payments  on  account  of  the  go- 
vernment. It  will  receive  on  deposite,. from  the  re- 
ceivers of  public  lands,  the  notes  of  nil  Wt  depu- 
site  banks  as  cause  them  to  be  redeemed  in  New 
York  or  Philadelphia. 

Commercial  bank  of  New  OrleanslJNew  Orleans. 
This  bank  will  redeem,  at  the  bank  of  America,  in 
New  York,  such  of  its  notes  as  may  be  received  by 
deposite  banks  for  all  payments  made  on  account 
of  the  government.  It  will  receive  on  deposite, 
from  the  receivers  of  public  lands,  the  notes  of  all 
such  deposite  banks  as  redeem  the  same  in  New 
York  or  Philadelphia. 

Planters'  bank,  Natchez.  This  hank  has,  in  no 
instance  since  it  became  a selected  bank,  refused 
to  receive  from  a public  receiver  a note  of  any  one 
of  the  deposite  banks.  It  will  continue  to  receive 
on  deposite,  from  the  public  receivers,  the  notes  of 
each  and  all  deposite  banks,  without  regard  to  their 
location. 

Union  bank,  Nashville.  This  bank  issues  but 
few  notes  which  are  not  made  payable,  upon  their 
face,  either  at  Philadelphia  or  New  Orleans.  It 
will  receive,  in  payment  of  all  dues  to  the  govern- 
ment, the  notes  of  all  deposite  and  other  hanks, 
which  redeem  the  same  either  in  New  York  or 
Philadelphia. 

Commercial  bank,  Cincinnati.  This  bank  will 
redeem  at  the  Girard  bank,  in  Philadelphia,  all  its 
notes  of  the  denominations  of  fifty  dollars  and  up- 
wards, which  may  be  received  by  any  deposite 
bank,  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
States.  It  will  receive  on  deposite,  from  public  re- 
ceivers, the  notes  of  all  such  deposite  and  other 
good  banks,  at  Cincinnati,  and  its  agency  at  St. 
Louis,  as  redeem  the  same  in  New  York  or  Phila- 
delphia. 

Clinton  bank,  Columbus.  This  bank  will  redeem, 
at  the  Phcenix  bank,  in  New  York,  all  its  notes  of 
the  denominations  of  fifty  dollars  and  upwards,  as 
may  be  received  by  any  deposite  bank  from  the 
public  receivers.  It  will  receive  on  deposite,  from 
the  public  receivers,  the  notes  of  all  such  deposite 
and  other  good  banks  as  redeem  the  same  either  in 
New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

Stale  bank  of  Indiana,  Indianapolis.  This  bank 
will  redeem,  at  the  City  bank  in  New  York,  any  of 
its  notes  of  the  denominations  of  fifty  dollars  and 
upwards,  which  may  be  received  by  any  deposite 
bank,  from  the  public  receivers.  It  will  receive  on 
deposite,  from  the  public  receivers,  the  notes  of  all 
such  deposite  and  other  good  banks  which  redeem 
the  same  either  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

State  bank  of  Indiana,  Richmond  branch.  This 
bank  will  redeem,  at  the  bank  of  North  America, 
in  Philadelphia,  and  the  Merchants’  bank,  in  New 
York,  all  such  notes  of  the  denominations  of  fifty 
dollars  and  upwards,  as  may  be  received  by  any  de- 
posite bank  from  the  public  receivers,  it  will  re- 
ceive from  the  public  receivers  the  notes  of  all 
such  deposite  banks  as  redeem  the  same  either  in 
New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

Bank  of  Michigan,  Detroit.  This  hank  will  re- 
deem in  the  city  of  New  York,  through  their  agents, 
Messrs.  John  Ward  & company,  all  such  of  its 
notes  of  the  denominations  of  fifty  dollars  and  up- 
wards, as  may  be  received  by  any  deposite  bank 
from  the  public  receivers.  It  will  receive  from  the 
public  receivers  the  notes  of  all  such  of  the  depo- 
site and  other  good  banks  as  redeem  the  same  either 
in  New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

Farmers'  and  Mechanics’  bank,  Detroit.  This 
bank'will  redeem,  at  the  bank  of  America,  in  New 
York,  all  such  of  its  notes  of  the  denominations  of 
fifty  dollars  and  upwards,  as  may  be  received  by 
any  deposite  bank  from  the  public  receivers.  It 
will  receive  from  the  public  receivers  the  notes  of 
all  good  banks  north  of  the  Potomac  and  Ohio  rivers, 
and  of  such  southern  banks  as  redeem  the  same  in 
New  York  or  Philadelphia,  of  the  denominations  of 
twenty  dollars  and  upwards. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Report  of  the  minority  of  the  investigating  committee 
of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  undersigned  members  of  the  committee,  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  “the  mode,  manner  and 
means,  by  which  the  act  incorporating  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  at  the  last  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture, was  passed,”  dissenting  from  several  of  the 
views  taken  by  the  majority,  avail  themselves  of  the 
mode  allowed  them  by  the  rules  of  the  house,  to  re- 
cord the  following  reasons  of  their  dissent. 

The  undersigned  have  great  pleasure,  in  concur- 
ring in  the  frank  acquittal,  which  the  committee  have 
announced  in  their  report  of  the  bank,  its  officers  and 
agents,  and  of  the  late  legislature,  of  any  thing  like 
corruption,  or  of  having  been  actuated  by  any  other 
than  pure  and  patriotic  motives,  in  the  adoption  of  a 
measure  of  such  importance  and  in  connection  with 
which  prejudice  and  passion  have  been  so  exten- 
sively excited. 

The  public  may  draw  from  this  result,  a salutary 
lesson,  and  the  undersigned  see  in  it  a cheering  de- 
monstration,- that  let  ojioittimont  he  ac  greet  no  it 
may,  there  is  a sure  triumph  for  the  principles  of 
justice  and  truth  and  an  inborn  sense  of  right  and 
wrong,  which  must  ultimately  prevail  over  acciden- 
tal and  temporary  delusion.  Ever  since  the  passage 
of  the  bank  bill,  the  public  mind  has  been  agitat- 
ed; charges  of  corruption  and  official  delinquency, 
have  been  industriously  circulated  and  tpo  often 
credited,  in  relation  to  the  very  subject.  Support 
of  or  opposition  to  the  bank,  has  been  too  often 
made  the  sole  political  test,  and  no  pains  have  been 
spared  to  induce  the  people  to  believe  that  having 
been  betrayed  by  faithless  and  venal  agents,  they 
had  and  ought  to  exercise,  what  the  undersigned 
honestly  believe  to  be  the  extreme  remedy  of  revo- 
lutionary redress.  Happily  for  the  prospects  of  the 
commonwealth,  honorably  lor  the  hitherto  unsullied 
fame  of  republican  Pennsylvania,  whose  reputation 
has  never  yet  been  stained,  either  by  an  act  ot  le- 
gislative corruption,  or  illegal  violence,  this  agita- 
tion, these  fears  and  these  suspicions,  are  now  .put  at 
rest  forever. 

A majority  of  the  present  house  of  representa- 
tives, elected  according  to  the  report,  on  principles' 
of  avowed  hostility  to  the  bank,  and  in  obedience  to 
popular  opinion,  directed  this  investigation  to  be 
made.  It  has  been  made  fully  and  without  respect 
to  persons.  No  inquiry  was  eluded,  every  witness 
that  was  summoned  appeared,  eveiy  witness  that 
appeared  answered  all  the  questions,  which  the  in- 
genuity and  skill  of  the  majority  could  devise.  No 
constitutional  right  to  stand  mute,  real  or  imagina- 
ry, was  set  up  to  impede  or  obstruct  the  course  of 
inquiry.  No  party  to  the  trial  was  present,  to  ar- 
rest the  course  of  testimony  by  cross  examination 
of  witnesses,  or  to  discuss  it  alter  it  was  given. 
And  yet.  under  all  these  circumstances,  the  result 
has  been  what  we  have  just  stated,  and  the  friends 
and  enemies  of  the  bank,  have  with  equal  readiness, 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  institution  and  the 
late  legislature,  were  alike  free  from  any  imputation 
of  having  been  either  the  agents,  or  objects  of  cor- 
ruption, orin  the  language  of  the  majority  that  “no 
evidence  has  been  given,  which  would  go  to  imjdicate 
cither  the  officers  of  the  bank,  or  any  member  of  the 
legislature,  of  using  any  corrupt  means  to  procure  the 
act  of  incorporation."  On  this  result,  so  honorable 
to  the  sense  of  justice  on  the  part  of  the  majority, 
and  to  the  fair  fame  of  our  predecessors,  so  conclu- 
sive in  its  refutation  of  the  numberless  charges 
against  the  individuals  who  have  charge  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  bank,  and  so  pregnant  with  bene- 
fit to  the  community  in  removing  a most  inappropri- 
ate means  of  political  excitement,  the  undersigned 
sincerly  congratulate  the  house  and  our  common 
constituents. 

Had  the  majority  done  no  more  than  announce 
the  result  of  the  investigation,  no  expression  of  in- 
dividual opinion  would  have  been  required  from  the. 
undersigned,  but  their  oollaapioc  hav  [nglliought  it 
right  to  accompany  it  with  the  assertion  oi  certain 
matter  of  doctrine 'as  well  as  policy  in  which  we 
cannot  concur,  self  respect  and  the  desire  we  feel 
to  be  accurately  understood,  by  those  to  whom  we 
are  all  responsible,  forbid  our  silence.  We  propiose 
very  briefly  to  notice  these  points,  and  fust  such  as 
are  immediately  connected  with  the  subject  of  in- 
quiry. 

1.  The  undersigned  differed  from  the  majority  in 
the  view  taken  bv  the  latter  that  the  inquiry  should 
be  prosecuted  without  notice  to  the  party  whose 
rights  were  to  bo  affected — that  is,  the  hank  of  the 
United  States.  If  the  undersigned  distinctly  under- 
stand the  reason  given  for  the  course  adopted  by  the 
majority,  it  is  “that  the  committee  was  appointed  to 
make  the  inquiries  designated  independent  of  the 
act  incorporating  the  bank,  and  that  consequently 
that  institution  was  no  direct  legal  party  to  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  therefore  not  entitled  to  notice.” 
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As  neither  of  the  undersigned  enjoy  the  advantages 
of  a professional  education,  or  of  an  acquaintance 
with  the  subtle  distinctions  which  professional  ha- 
bits enable  others  to  perceive,  they  in  some  measure 
distrust  their  ability  to  refute  the  ingenious  logic  of 
their  colleagues;  all  they  have  to  rely  on  are  certain 
old  fashioned  notions  of  the  rights  of  the  citizen, 
which  may  mislead  their  judgment,  and  from  which 
in  this  case  they  confess  they  have  been  unable  to 
divest  themselves.  If  the  majority,  in  saying  the 
bank  w'as  not  “a  direct  legal  party”  to  the  proceed- 
ings, mean  to  assert  that  an  issue  was  not  formally 
made  out  and  pleadings  regularly  set  forth  between 
the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  the  undersigned  understand  the 
meaning  of  the  language.  But  the  rights  of  the  bank 
W ere  superior  to  technical  objections;  they  rest  on 
immutable  principles  which  regulate  all  proceed- 
ings, whether  for.  lal  or  informal,  when  justice  is 
the  object  or  the  pretext.  No  man  or  body  of  men 
can  be  tried  fairly  without  an  opportunity  of  defence 
or  explanation,  and  innocence  must  be  spotless  in- 
deed that  can  stand  atrial  without  such  opportunity, 
it  does  not  in  the  least  atfect  the  principle,  that  the 
bank,  its  officers  and  agents  have  been  honorably 
acquitted.  The  undersigned  never  for  a moment 
doubted  that  they  would  be;  but  they  felt  at  the 
time,  the  decision  of  the  majority  was  made  not  to 
give  notice  to  the  bank,  and  they  feel  now  when 
that  decision  is  justified  that  an  abstract  wrong  was 
done.  The  undersigned  see  no  dilference,  so  far  as 
right  is  concerned,  between  the  case  of  a bank  of 
thirty-five  millions,  and  the  poorest  cottager  that  la- 
bors in  our  valleys,  between  the  selling  of  an  estate 
or  granting  a divorce,  (where  notice  is  always  re- 
quired), and  the  resumption  of  a charter.  It  will 
not  be  pretended  that  ulterior  measures  affecting 
directly  the  bank,  would  not  have  been  adopted,  had 
fraud  been  found  in  its  inception,  or  a violation  of 
its  charter  since.  The  committee  was  organized  to 
ascertain  if  such  had  been  the  fact;  and  to  that  in- 
quiry it  was  in  the  view  of  the  undersigned  essen- 
tial, that  the  bank  should  be  considered  as  a party 
and  as  such  entitled  to  notice.  Clerks  and  directors 
of  the  bank  were  summoned  and  examined,  touch- 
ing their  official  acts,  and  thus  in  consequence  of 
this  resort  to  subordinate  agents  and  of  the  refusal 
to  notify  the  institution,  and  thus  secure  the  attend- 
ance of  those  who  would  have  instantly  afforded 
full  and  ample  explanation  of  all  matters  in  ques- 
tion, no  inconsiderable  risk  was  run  of  effecting  at 
last  only  a meagre  and  unsatisfactory  investigation. 
If  the  bank  was  not  a party  to  the  proceeding,  and 
the  whole  inquiry  was  to  be  conducted  “indepen- 
dent of  the  act  which  incorporated  it,”  then  it  mat- 
tered not  to  the  committee  whether  the  bank  issued 
five  dollar  bills  and  discounted  uncurrent  paper  or 
not;  if  all  was  to  be  done  “independent  of  the  act 
incorporating  the  bank,”  then  the  committee  had 
nothing-to  do  with  what  was  done  under  or  contrary 
to  the  act.  It  would  be  quite  as  intelligible  were  it 
, to  be  said  that  a committee  of  this  house  could  pro- 
perly recommend  the  disposal  of  an  estate  strictly 
settled,  “independent”  of  the  will  or  deed  which 
settled  it,  as  that  this  inquiry  could  be  instituted 
and  conducted  independently  of  the  act  incorporat- 
ing the  bank.  The  undersigned  did  not  admit  the 
justice  of  the  decision  of  the  committee,  when  it  was 
made,  they  do  not  see  the  force  of  the  reasoning 
which  seeks  to  justify  it  now. 

2.  The  next  point  of  difference  is  the  view  taken 
by  the  undersigned  of  the  propriety  of  the  conduct 
of  the  bank  in  two  particulars,  first,  the  paying  out 
at  the  counter,  to  such  as  may  desire  to  have  them, 
the  five  dollar  bills  of  the  old  bank  of  the  U.  S.  or 
any  other  bank.  The  state  of  the  facts  as  proved 
before  the  committee,  and  admitted,  is  simply  this. 
It  is  in  fact  so  perfectly  plain  that  the  undersigned 
are  at  a loss  to  imagine  how  it  ever  could  be  misun- 
derstood. By  the  second  section  of  the  charter,  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  is  clothed  with  “the  same 
privileges  and  authority  given  by  law  to  any  bank 
within  this  commonwealth,  subject  to  the  rules  and 
restrictions  hereinafter  provided.”  It  is  then  pro- 
vided in  the  sixth  article,  “that  the  notes  and  bills 
which  shall  be  issued  by  order  of  said  corporation 
or  under  its  authority,  shall  be  binding  upon  it,  and 
those  made  payable  to  order  shall  be  assignable  by 
endorsement,  but  none  shall  be  issued  of  a denomi- 
nation less  than  ten  dollars.”  In  point  of  fact,  as 
well  as  of  law,  the  bank  has  never  issued  a note 
under  ten  dollars,  which  was  actually  or  virtually 
its  own,  and  to  its  own  notes — notes  made  and  exe- 
cuted under  its  authority,  only  does  the  prohibition 
apply.  If  the  reasoning  of  the  other  side  of  this 
question  be  correct,  then  if  a customer  wore  to 
come  to  the  counter  of  the  bank  and  ask  in  change 
lor  specie  a five  dollar  bill  of  the  Girard  bank  and 
obtain  it,  it  would  be  the  issuing  of  a note  of  a de- 
nomination less  than  ten  dollars,  and  as  such  a vio- 
lation of  the  charter.  Yet  no  one  can  suppose  that 


such  a case  was  contemplated  by  the  prohibition 
in  the  charter.  Nor  does  the  imaginary  identity  of 
the  notes  of  the  old  and  the  new  bank  affect  the 
question,  they  being  utterly  and  in  all  respects  dis- 
tinct. The  present  bank  receives  in  the  course  of 
its  business  the  notes  of  various  other  banks,  and 
among  them  notes  of  the  late  bank  of  the  United 
States.  When  its  customers  want  these  notes  why 
should  not  the  bank  furnish  them?  There  is  no 
more  reason  why  the  bank  should  not  pay  out  the 
notes  of  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States,  than 
that  they  should  not  pay  out  the  notes  of  the  Gi- 
rard bank,  or  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. Suppose  the  bank  at  Ilarrisburgh  were  to  re- 
ceive the  notes  of  the  late  or  the  present  bank  of 
the  United  states,  and  any  member  of  the  legisla- 
ture wished  to  receive  them,  why  should  not  the 
Harrisburgh  bank  give  them  to  him?  And  if  the 
Harrisburgh  bank  can  do  it,  why  should  not  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  do  it?  So  far  as  the  is- 
suing und  malting  five  dollar  bills  goes,  the  state 
banks  have  the  advantage  of  being  able  to  do  so; 
in  all  other  respects,  they  stand  on  the  same  loot- 
ing. Each  may  pay  out  at  its  counter,  notes  of 
other  banks  under  ten  dollars.  This  being  the 
view  the  undersigned  take  of  this  matter,  they  have 
ho  hesitation  in  saying,  that  in  the  paying  out  the 
bills  of  the  old  bank  when  asked  for  at  their  coun- 
ter, the  bank  has  acted  with  perfect  propriety,  and 
with  a strict  regard  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  its 
charter. 

The  undersigned  are  happy  in  being  able  to  be- 
lieve that  the  majority  are  by  no  means  clear  in  a 
different  opinion  from  the  one  just  expressed,  and 
that  the  argumentative  statement  of  the  question  in 
their  report  by  no  means  implies  its  decision. 

With  regard  to  the  allegation  and  proof  that  the 
bank  has  received  the  notes  of  other  state  institu- 
tions at  a discount  of  from  a quarter  to  one  per  cent, 
the  undersigned  will  observe  that  the  majority 
merely  state  .the  fact  without  adding  any  other  opi- 
nion of  the  right  except  that  it  may  be  considered  a 
doubtful  one.  The  undersigned  cannot  view  it  in 
this  light.  They  regard  it  as  perfectly  consonant 
with  the  charter  to  the  extent  to  wrhich  it  is  proved 
to  have  gone,  and  highly  important  as  an  accommo- 
dation to  the  man  of  business.  The  late  bank  of 
the  United  States  during  'he  tw’enty  years  of  its  ex- 
istence, was  in  the  habit  when  its  customers  came 
to  make  their  deposites,  of  receiving  occasionally  a 
note  uncurrent  in  the  city.  Sometimes  without  any 
charge  at  all — sometimes  with  a small  charge  found- 
ed on  the  probable  time  and  expense  of  sending  it 
to  the  distant  bank  for  payment.  This  was  designed 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  depositor — it  was  a 
great  saving  to  him  because  he  would  otherwise  be 
driven  to  make  a sacrifice  in  the  market  of  his  coun- 
try notes,  and  it  protected  the  country  banks  from 
the  depreciation  of  their  paper.  This  was  done  by 
all  the  banks.  All  the  banks  have  a clear  right  to 
do  it,  and  the  men  of  business  are  deeply  interested 
in  sustaining  that  right.  If  a man  of  business  comes 
to  a bank  in  Philadelphia  with  a note  of  a man  in 
Pittsburgh,  and  wishes  it  collected,  the  bank  agrees 
to  .collect  it  for  him  and  charges  a quarter  per  cent, 
or  two  per  cent,  for  the  collection.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  of  the  power  of  the  bank  to  do  so.  If  the 
same  man  brings  the  note,  not  of  an  individual  in 
Pittsburgh,  but  of  a bank  in  Pittsburgh,  and  wishes 
that  collected,  wdiy  cannot  the  bank  agree  to  collect 
it -for  quarter  or  two  per  cent,  if  the  depositor 
chooses  to  give  it — what  possible  difference  is  there 
In  the  two  cases?  It  may  be  added  on  this  point, 
that  it  was  clearly  in  evidence  before  the  committee, 
that  the  discounting  of  this  uncurrent  paper,  how- 
ever legally  defensible,  was  altogether  the  act  of 
the  tellers  and  clerks  without  the  authority  of  the 
board  of  directors,  and  that  it  was  done  exclusively 
for  the  accommodation  of  depositors  in  the  bank 
who.  so  far  from  considering  it  a grievance,  regarded 
it  as  a matter  of  very  great  convenience. 

3.  The  majority  of  the  committee  have  referred 
to  the  agencies  alledged  to  be  established  by  the 
bank  in  other  states,  and  seem  to  think  that  such  a 
diffusion  of  capital  is  not  conducive  to  the  local  bene- 
fit which  the  authors  of  the  bank  are  admitted  to 
have  contemplated.  The  agencies  of  the  bank  out 
of  Pennsylvania  and  which  are  described  by  the 
majority  as  being  at  New  York,  New  Orleans,  and 
elsewhere;  are  believed  to  be  altogether  three  in 
number.  One  in  each  of  the  Cities  just  named,  and 
one,  being  that  which  is  described  by  the  compre- 
hensive elsewhere  of  the  majority,  in  the  state  of 
Georgia.  In  Pennsylvania  alone,  the  bank  has  as 
many  agencies  as  in  all  the  union  besides.  The 
effect  too  of  the  agencies  in  other  states,  so  far  from 
being  adverse  to  the  interests  of  the  commonwealth, 
is  directly  conducive  to  it.  Their  tendency  being 
to  bring  business  hither,  and  to  facilitate  trade  and 
general  intercourse  between  other  points  and  Penn- 
sylvania. A view  is  taken  by  the  majority,  of  the 


motives  which  induced  the  charter  of  the  bank  by 
the  last  legislature,  to  which  the  undersigned  can- 
not assent.  After  stating  very  frankly  that  it  has 
not  appeared  in  evidence  that  any  portion  of  the  ca- 
pital of  the  bank  heretofore  in  the  use  of  the  people 
of  this  commonwealth,  has  been  abstracted,  they 
say  that  “one  of  the  leading  arguments  in  favor  of 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  was  to  increase  the  amount 
of  capital  in  Pennsylvania.  In  this  the  inducements 
held  out  have  not  been  realized.  Now  the  under- 
signed, two  of  whom  were  members  of  the  last  le- 
gislature, never  understood  the  arguments  in  favor 
of  the  hank,  to  be  that  its  charter  would  increase 
the  banking  capital  of  this  state,  to  the  extent  of  its 
authorised  capital,  as  seems  to  be  the  idea  of  the 
majority.  To  retain  what  was  here  already,  not  in- 
crease it  in  such  a ratio,  was  the  object  and  the  ar- 
gument, and  in  that,  according  to  the  express  ad- 
mission of  the  majority,  they  have  .not  been  disap- 
pointed, no  portion  of  the  capital  previously  employ- 
ed here  having  been  diverted  by  its  agencies  or 
otherwise. 

The  undersigned  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  ex- 
amine the  historical  details  which  the  majority  have 
given'  in  regard  to  the  mode,  manner  and  means  in 
which  the  bill  chartering  the  bank  was  reported 
and  passed.  The  narrative  given  by  the  majority 
the  undersigned  in  the  main  believe  to  be  correct, 
being  a paraphrase-of  twenty  or  thirty  pages  of  the 
journal  without  any  especial  claims  to  novelty  or 
interest. 

The  exceptions  taken  by  the  majority  to  the  mys- 
terious title  of  the  bill  need  not  be  adverted  to. — 
The  act  seems  to  have  been  perfectly  intelligible  to 
all  parties,  and  as  such,  to  have  been  fairly  and  de- 
liberately discussed  and  approved.  That  its  pas- 
sage should  have  produced  temporary  excitement 
was  to  be  expected.  That  the  excitement  has  for 
a long  time  been  passing  by,  and  is  now  definitively 
ended,  we  gratefully  believe. 

The  undersigned  do  not  with  the  majority  be- 
lieve that  the  people  at  every  or  any  election  have 
fairly  pronounced  judgment  against  the  measure 
adopted  by  the  last  legislature.  So  far  from  it  that 
at  the  only  election  where  the  question  was  fairly 
put  to  the  people,  the  election  for  the  delegates  to 
the  convention,  the  decision  was  in  its  favor.  As 
the  majority  has  adverted  to  Ibis  subject,  the  un- 
dersigned have  no  hesitation  in  Saying  that  there 
never  was  so  signal  a rebuke  given  to  all  who  would 
in  obedience  to  rash  impulse  trample  on  the  restraint 
which  a constitutional  form  of  government  creates, 
as  at  the  election  to  which  we  have  referred.  Pub- 
lic septirnent  was  then  uttered  in  tones  too  empha- 
tic to  be  misunderstood  or  forgotten.  It  was  then 
proclaimed  that  there  was  a limit  to  party  violence 
and  excitement — that  the  rights  and  properly  of  the 
people,  whether  individual  or  corporate,  were  guard- 
ed by  a barrier  which  should  not  be  passed  with 
impunity.  The,  violation  of  the  rights  of  property, 
the  forcible  resumption  of  charters  fairly  conferred 
and  honestly  paid  for,  the  cancelling  of  contracts, 
whether  made  between  man  and  man,  or  the  com- 
munity and  individuals,  was  significantly  and  so- 
lemnly denounced  by  the  judgment  of  that  tribunal 
from  which  there  is  no  appeal. 

Without  following  the  majority  through  their  dis- 
cussion of  the  principles  of  banking,  which  are  ad- 
mitted not  to  be  strictly  within  the  scope  of  tlia 
duties  delegated  to  them,  and  from  most  of  which 
as  utterly  irreconcilable  with  sound  policy  and  pub- 
lic economy,  they  entirely  dissent,  the  undersigned 
will,  in  conclusion  and  in  a very  few  words,  state 
their  views  of  the  constitutional  power  of  the  go- 
vernment in  all  or  any  of  its  forms  over  chartered 
rights.  They  do  not  wish  to  argue  it,  but  merely  to 
state  their  honest  and  deliberate  opinions,  leaving 
to  their  constituents  to  pass  judgment  on  the  coni 
trast  of  those  of  their  colleagues.  The  undersigned 
do  not  believe  in  the  power  of  the  legislature  to  re- 
peal a charter  for  fraud  in  its  inception,  or  violation 
afterwards,  making  themselves  the  judges  of  the 
fraud  and  the  forfeiture.  Still  less  do  they  believe 
it  to  be  in  the  power  of  any  legislature,  because  it 
may  think  a charter  onerous  or  injurious  to  the  peo- 
ple to  repeal  it. 

They  do  believe  that  all  charters  are  contracts 
within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution,  and  as  such 
protected.  They  hold  to  the  principle  as  laid  down 
by  Simon  Snyder,  in  1813:  “That  an  act  incorpo- 
rating a company  for  banking  purposes,  partakes  of 
the  nature  of  a contract  against  the  impairing  of 
which,  there  is  a constitutional  prohibition.” 

When  a charter  contains  a provision  for  trying 
the  question  of  forfeiture  judicially  or  otherwise, 
that  mode  must  be  strictly  followed;  and  when  no 
provision  exists,  the  judicial  tribunals  have  a com- 
mon law  authority,  by  which  it  can  be  tried.  In  no 
case,  unless  the  power  is  expressly  reserved,  can  a 
legislature  declare  a charter  forfeited. 
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Tile  general  recognition  of  other  principles  and 
doctrines  than  these,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
undersigned,  be  at  variance  with  the  theory  of  our 
constitutional  system,  and  utterly  subversive  of  all 
that  security  and.  right  of  property,  which  govern- 
ment is  intended  to  afford. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  have  only  to  add 
the  renewed  expression  of  their  belief,  strengthened 
and  confirmed  what  is  passing  hourly  before 
their  eyes,  that  the  recharter  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  by  the  last  legislature,  was  a mea- 
sure of  sound  policy  and  patriotic  forecast.  The 
relief  afforded  to  the  treasury  alone  entitles  us  to 
consider  it  so.  But  for  the  means  there  supplied; 
the  taxes  must  have  been  renewed  and  increased; 
tbe  school  system  have  been  prostrated,  and  the 
public  improvements  arrested.  All  this  has  been 
nappily  arrested,  and  there  is  now  no  reason  to 
doubt  the  train  nil  and  sure  advance  of  our  great 
commonwealth  in  her  magnificent  schemes  of  im- 
provement and  intellectual  culture.  All  of  which 
is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  B.  FLING, 
JOHN  PARKER, 
WALTER  OLIVE  A. 


DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

Skccinng's!  The  New  York  “Star”  states,  that  a 
single  house  in  that  city;  whose  credit  is  still  un- 
impaired, has  paid  away  $ 30,000  for  money  obtain- 
ed by  shaves,  over  and  above  the  legal  races  of  in- 
terest, within  the  past  year1. 

Naval.  Commodore  Lewis  Warrington,  accom- 
panied by  commodore  Thomas  Ap.  C.  Jones,  on 
Wednesday  the  29th  ult.  visited  the  several  vessels' 
of  the  exploring  squadron,  at  Norfolk,  and  was  re- 
ceived on  board  each  with  a salute  of  thirteen  guns, 
with  the  blue  broad  pennant  at  their  main.  On  the 
conclusion  of  this  ceremonial  visit,  com.  Jones  hoist- 
ed the  white  broad  pennant  on  board  the  United 
States  ship  Relief,  lieutenant  commandant  Thos.  A. 
Dormfi,  which,  for  the  present,  remains  the  flagship 
of  the  exploring  squadron. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Constitution,  com.  Elliott,  was 
spoken  7th  Jan.  in  lat.  37,  8.  Ion.  40,  W.  from  a 
cruize,  bound  to  Port  Mahon,  all  well;  informed 
that  tiie  John  Adams  would  return  home  soon. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Boston , corn.  Dallas,  was  at  Vera 
Cruz  5th  ult. 

The  U.  S.  barque  Pioneer,  It.  com.  Tatnall,  from 
Yera  Cruz  and  10  days  1'rom  Havana,  had  arrived 
at  Norfolk.  Every  thing  was  quiet  at  the  above 
ports  when  the  Pioneer  sailed. 

Gold.  Dr.  Jackson,  in  his  geological  lectures 
delivered  at  Augusta,  Maine,  stated  that  gold  had 
been  found  in  Maine,  and  probably  existed  in  con- 
siderable quantities,  as  the  rock  formation  in  which 
it  is  most  generally  found  was  often  met  with  in 
Maine,  viz:  veins  of  quartz  in  talcose  sfate.  Profes- 
sor Cleveland  lately  sent  Dr.  Jackson  a piece  of  iron 
ore  found  in  Albion,  in  which  was  embedded  apiece 
of  gold.  Dr.  Jackson  cautioned  people  not  to  spend 
much  time  in  looking  for  gold.  The  gold  mines  of 
Georgia  and  South  Carolina  are  said  to  be  as, rich  as 
most  of  tbe  South  America  mines,  yet  the  compa- 
nies formed  to  work  them  have  generally  failed,  and 
the  men  employed  only  gat  sixty  cents  a day;  while 
the  iron  companies  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey, 
and  New  York  are  becoming  rich,  and  the  men  em- 
ployed in  laboring  in  the  iron  works  get  $1  50  per 
day.. 

The  steamers  Tiskilwa  and  Wisconsin  came  in 
contact  in  the  Illinois  river,  about  five  miles  from 
the  mouth,  on  the  19th  ult.  about  half  past  4 
o’clock,  and  the  Tiskilwa  sunk  in  a few  minutes. 
Most  of  the  deck  passengers  wer'e  drowned;  and,  as 
the  register  is  missing,  they  are  unable  to  say  how 
many  passengers  are  lost,  but  twelve  they  are  cer- 
tain of.  There  are  two  gold  watches  and  a sum  of 
money  in  the  possession  of  the  clerk,  unclaimed, 
which  may  serve  as  a clue  to  the  friends  of  those 
who  are  missing. 

Liberia.  The  Nev.  York  Commercial  says:  “it 
affords  us  much  pleasure  to  state,  that  the  rev.  John 
Seys  and  the  rev.  S.  Chase,  arrived  safe  at  Monro- 
via, after  a very  boisterous  passage  of  forty-five 
days,  from  this  port.  They  encountered  a gale  otr 
the  coast  of  Africa,  which  lasted  two  weeks.” 

Michigan.  The  legislature  of  this  state  adjourn- 
ed on  the  21st  ult.  after  a long  and  laborious  session, 
having  passed,  a bill  to  loan  live  millions  of  dollars, 
redeemable  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  25 
years,  at  five  per  cent,  to  be  expended  in  works 
of  internal  improvement — a general  banking  law — 
an  act  for  the  organization  and  support  of  primary 
schools — an  act  to  organize  the  university  of  the 
state  of  Michigan — an  act  providing  for  a geologi- 
cal survey — and  various  other  acts  of  importance. 


Mississippi.  We  learn  from  the  Raymond  Times, 
that  the  bon.  Franklin  E.  Plumer  formerly  a mem- 
ber of  congress  from  this  state,  was  recently  drown- 
ed in  attempting  to  cross  a small  stream  in  Rankin 
county,  Miss,  which  was  considerably  swollen  by 
the  late  ruins. 

Arkansas.  Some  of  the  citizens  of  Miller  coun- 
ty, Ark.  have  refused  to  pay  the  taxes  levied  upon 
them  by  the  state,  under  the  plea  that  they  belong 
to  Texas.  The  governor  has  issued  a proclamation 
calling  upon  them  to  pay  up  without  further  delay, 
or  he  shall  forthwith  use  the  military  in  the  capaci- 
ty of  collectors. 

Coal.  The  mines  of  the  Boston  and  New  York 
Coal  eompany  in  Alleghany  county,  Md.  are  said 
to  contain  a great  abundance  of  bituminous  coal,  of 
excellent  quality.  There  are  two  principal  veins, 
one,  ten  and  the  other  five  feet  thick;  the  former 
covering  a space  of  800,  and  the  latter,  of  2,200 
acres. 

The  editor  of  the  Harrisburgh  Intelligencer  in  al- 
lusion to  the  extent  of  the  coal  trade  of. the  Susque- 
hannah  valley  when  the  canal  which  communicates 
with  the  Chesapeake  is  opened,  says — 

Since  vve  stated  in  our  last  paper  that  300,000 
tons  would  be  mined  in  the  Lyken’s  valley  coal  dis- 
trict, we  have  conversed  with  an  intelligent  gentle- 
man of  the  Lykens  valley  coal  company,  now  en- 
gaged in  mining,  and  he  says  that  one  million  of 
ions  can  be  annually  mined  there,  and  for  ages. 
What  a source  of  wealth  to  Pennsylvania!  It  is 
stated  in  the  Commercial  List,  that  313,838  tons 
were  shipped  from  Philadelphia  for  other  ports, 

■ freighting  2,964  vessels!  The  time  will  come  when 
ten  thousand  vessels  will  sail  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Susquehannah,  laden  with  coal. 

“A  tale  of  Mystery.”  The  Boston  Gazette  of 
Tuesday  the  28th  ult.  says  the  press  in  the  money- 
market  continues;  and  yet  there  is  no  “scarcity” 
among  the  patrons  of  the  drama.  The  box  tickets 
of  the  Tremont  theatre  were  sold  at  auction  yester- 
day morning,  it  being  Miss  Tree’s  last  appearance, 
and  brought  an  advance  of  Jive  hundred  dollars  on 
the  customary  prices!  The  Lion,  and  the  National 
were  also  so  crowded.  Some  of  the  box  tickets  at 
the  Tremont  averaged  over  five  dollars  each.  Hard 
times  truly. 

P.  S.  Since  the  above  was  written,  we  have  been 
informed  that  a gentleman  ga  vc  forty  dollars  for  four 
tickets,  in  one  of  the  boxes  near-  the  stage. 

A windfall.  It  is  said  that  a worthy  farmer  in 
Norfolk  county  Va.  a few  days  since,  while  plough- 
ing his  field,  turned  up  a stone,  which  covered  the 
mouth  of  a small  brick  vault,  containing  a box  filled 
with  doubloons.  The  amount  is  said  to  be  fourteen 
thousand  dollars.  As  the  box  was  decayed,  the 
treasure  must  have  remained  hidden  for  many 
years,  and  w'as  probably  deposited  during  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  or  by  some  privateersman  from  the 
river,  on  the  banks  of  which  the  farm  is  situated. 

General  Jesup.  A meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
Tallahassee  was  held  at  the  court  house  on  the  17th 
ult.  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements  for  the 
reception  of  general  Jesup  who  was  shortly  ex- 
pected to  pass  through  Tallahassee  on  his  way  to 
Washington  city. 

A bill  to  admit  persons  to  practice  law  upon  ex- 
amination only,  without  regard  to  the  time  of  their 
study,  has  passed  the  house  of  representatives  of 
Maine — 140  to  9. 

The  anthracite  coal,  supposed  to  have  been  found 
in  exhaustless  bodies  near  the  iron  mountain,  in 
Mi j ouri,  turns  out  to  be  nothing  more,-  according  to 
the  St.  Louis  Bulletin,  than  sulphate  of  stroniion. 
The  editor  ofifiat  paper  has  examined  a specimen 
of  it,  and  doubts  whether  coal  exists  in  that  region. 

Geology.  The  state  geologists  of  New  York,  in 
their  late  report,  complain  of  the  prevailing  ignor- 
ance on  the  subject  of  mining,  minerals  and  chemis- 
try as  one  of  the  greatest  impediments  to  the  pro- 
gress of  geological  researches.  As  an  evidence  of 
the  necessity  of  severe  practical  studies  as  in  France 
and  Germany  at  their  schools  of  mines,  before  un- 
dertaking speculations  in  this  species  of  property, 
they  state  that  a furnace  was  erected  in  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.  in  the  vicinity  of  a vast  deposite  of 
ore,  supposed  to  be  iron,  but  which  the  furnace 
could  not  melt  with  the  greatest  heat!  Subsequent 
chemical  analysis  of  the  ore,  proved  that  it  contain- 
ed so  large  a portion  of  manganese  as  to  render  it 
impossible. 

Western  express  mail.-  The  postmaster  general  has 
issued  his  advertisement  inviting  proposals  for  car- 
rying an  express  mail  between  Baltimore  or  Wash- 
ington and  Cincinnati.  The  route  will  be  through 
Frederick,  Hagerstown,  Cumberland,  Uniontown, 
Brownsville,  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  Wheeling, 


Zanesvillep  Columbus,  Springfield,  Dayton  and  Le- 
banon, to  Cincinnati.  The  rate  of  travel  is  about 
ten  miles  per  hotir.  The  postmaster  general  will 
determine  at  the  letting  of  the  contracts  whether  he 
will  take  the  Washington  or  Baltimore  route  to 
Frederick, 

Marcy’s  farm.  The  ugly  and  dangerous  bar  in 
the  Hudson  river,  below  Albany,  called  the  Over- 
slaugh, and  politically  nick-named  “Marcy’s  farm,” 
has  been  at  length  removed.  The  pier  upon  which 
the  government  officers  have  been  engaged  for  the 
last  two  seasons,  connecting  the  two  islands  situ- 
ated about  three  miles  below  the  city,  is  now  com- 
pleted, and  on  examination,  there  is  found  to  be  an 
average  depth  of  9 feet  water  in  the  channel,  where 
before  it  was  most  shallow,  and  where  the  vessels 
were  generally  aground.  This  fact  creates  consi- 
derable sensation  in  Albany,  and  all  are  now  anti- 
cipating a rapid  increase  of  population,  business, 
&.c.  and  with  it,  a rise  of  property. 

The  last  survivor.  A resolution  has  passed  the 
Massachusetts  legislature,  bv  a unanimous  vote, 
granting  to  Henry  Gates,  the  last  surviving  soldier 
who  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  an 
annuity  of  $200  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  to 
be  continued  to  his  wife,  it  she  survive  him.  He  is 
now  upwards  of  30  years  of  age. 

Laborers.  The  Baltimore  Patriot  says.  “An 
agent  of  the  James  riverand  Kanawha  canal  has  en- 
gaged one  thousand  German  laborers  in  Bremen,  to 
be  empkyed  oil  the  canat  this  season,  and  we  learn 
that  they  are  already  errthe  voyage  to  this  country.” 
The  company  has  also  an  agent  in  Scotland,  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  artisans  and  mechanics.  It  he 
succeed  in  procuring  them,  in  sufficient  numbers, 
we  may  confidently  anticipate  the  opening  of  the 
canal  in  the  spring  of  1S39.  [Alex.  Gaz. 

The  wheat  crop.  A letter  to  the  editors  of  the 
National  Intelligencer,  from  the  mountain  region  of 
Virginia,  dated  the  28th  ultimo,  says — “Our  wheat 
crop  is  miserable,  and  beyond  recover;/'.  In  some 
instances  the  wheat  land  has  been  broken  up,  and 
prepared  for  oats  or  corn.  But  the  i'armers  are 
having  a fine  season  for  sowing  oats  and  planting 
corn,  which  I trust  will  continue  and  compensate 
somewhat  for  the  almost  entire  failure  of  the  wheat 
crop.” 

The  wheat  and  rye  crops  in  Frederick  county, 
Md.  are  said  to  be  very  backward.. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Natchez  Courier,  that  the  large 
number  of  2.50,000  slaves  were  carried  into  Missis- 
sippi, Alabama,  Louisiana  and  Arkansas,  during 
the  last  year. 

Brazil.  George  S.  Wardwell  has  been  recognis- 
ed by  the  president  of  the  United  States  as  vice 
consul  of  Brazil  for  the  port  of  Providence  and  the 
state  of  Rlrode  Island. 

Education  in  Alabama.  The  funds  of  the  univer- 
sity of  that  sfate  amount  to  $344,000,  of  which 
sum  $281,966  are  in  6 per  cent,  stocks.  During 
the  past  year  there  were  158  students  in  the  insti- 
tution. 


A college  is  to  be  established  at  Vicksburg, 
(Miss).  A.  B.  Reading,  esq.  has  presented  a two 
acre  lot  worth  $ 10,000  as  a site  for  the  institution. 


The  annual  exports  of  Cincinnati  are  estimated 
to  amount  as  follows: 

Exports  of  pork,  $3,000,000 


Exports  of  flour, 

Exports  of  whiskey. 

Manufactures  of  iron. 

Manufactures  of  other  articles,  chiefly 
hats,  clothing,  books,  beer,  furniture, 
ship  carpentry,  8tc. 

Miscellaneous  articles. 


COO, 009 
750,000 
2,000,000 


1.350,900 

100,000 


Total,  $8,100,000 

The  hon.  Joseph  C.  Yates,  late  governor  ef  the 
state  of  New  York,  lately  died  at  his  residence  in  the 
city  of  Schenectady,  to  which  he  has  been  confined 
several  months  by  illness.  Governor  Yates. has  been 
for  many  years  associated  with  the  judicial  and  po- 
litical history  of  the  slide  of  N.  York;  although 
since  his  retirement  in  1824,  he  had  not  been  in 
public  life,  excepting  as  a presidential  elector  in 
1828.  Tile  event  of  his  death  was  communicated 
by  message  from  gov.  Marcy  to  both  houses  of  the 
legislature. 

The  C'herokces.  The  Tuscumbia  Alabamian  of 
the  17th  ult.  states  that  a parly  of  460  Cherokee  In- 
dians, among  whom  was  the  celebrated  Chief  Joi  n 
Ridge,  have  passed  through  that  place  on  their  way 
fo  their  future  home  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Their 
deportment  is  spoken  of  as  having  been  perfectly 
correct,  and  their  appearance  as  indicating  the  en- 
joyment of  much  comfort. 
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{tCJ'The  veto  message  of  tile  governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania on  the  improvement  bill,  will  be  found  in 
page  104.  The  legislature  refused  to  print  it. 

£3- We  have  commenced  the  publication  of  Reu- 
ben M.  Whitney’s  address  to  the  public,  and  will 
complete  it  as  soon  as  we  receive  the  concluding 

Sortion,  which  will  appear  in  the  “Globe”  in  a few 

ays. 

Gf..v.  Gaines  arrived  in  Baltimore  on  Wednes- 
day last  trom  wasnmgion,  ana  ien  u mi  mauj 
morning  for  Philadelphia.  Pie  proceeds  as  far  east 
as  New  Haven,  where  he  has  a son  at  college. 

Specie.  A gentleman  from  Indiana  has  inform- 
ed the  editor  of  the  New  York  Mercantile  Adver- 
tiser, that  one  of  the  branches  of  the  state  bank  of 
that  state,  of  only  #200,000  capital,  had,  the  latter 
part  of  March,  rising  of  seven  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars in  specie  in  its  vaults,  mostly  government 
money. 

SI.  Louis,  (Mo.)  April 1.  Several  receivers  of 
the  land  offices  in  Missouri  and  Illinois  have  been 
in  town  within  a tew  days,  to  make  deposites  of  the 
funds  received  in  payment  for  the  public  lands. — 
From  150,000  to  200,000  dollars  have  been  placed 
in  the  vaults  of  the  agency,  the  largest  proportion 
it  not  all  of  which  was  in  gold  and  silver.  Nothing 
more,  it  may  be  safely  said,  will  be  seen  of  these 
funds  until  they  have  performed  a tour  to  the  depo- 
sits banks  in  other  parts  of  the  union. 

Abolition  resolutions.  The  senate  of  Mas- 
sachusetts has,  by  a unanimous  vote,  rescinded  their 
abolition  resolutions.  There  is  a redeeming  feature 
in  this  act  that  cannot  be  too  highly  commended; 
but  it  cannot  entirely  obliterate  file  feelings  of  in- 
dignation created  at  the  confessed  wanton  spirit 
wuich  dictated  and  carried  the  offensive  resolutions. 
Their  advocates  may  contend  that  they  only  assert- 
ed opinions  and  we're,  therefore,  harmless.  Yes — 
about  as  much  so  as  the  declaration  of  a robber  that 
lie  has  botll  the  will  anil  tile  power  to  rirle  you  of 
your  property — but  must  abide  a more  convenient 
season. 

Indemnification  for  slaves.  During  the 
last  session  of  congress,  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  S.  Caro- 
lina, warmly  denounced,  in  the  senate,  the  conduct 
ol  the  authorities  of  Bermuda  and  New  Providence 
in  seizing  certain  slaves  on  board  of  the  American 
schooners  Encomium  and  Enterprise,  engaged  in 
the  coasting  trade,  which  were  forced  bjr  stress  of 
weather  into  the  ports  of  those  islands — and,  we  be- 
lieve, offered  a resolution  calling  for  the  correspond- 
ence of  our  government  with  the  British  govern- 
ment on  the  subject.  The  slaves  were  subsequent- 
ly liberated;  but  the  outrage  was  of  a character 
that  could  not  be  quietly  submitted  to;  and  we  are 
pleased  to  learn  that  the  British  government  has  ad- 
mitted the  justice  of  the  claim  of  the  owners  of  the 
slaves  for  damages,  and  that  the  department  of 
state  has  called  upon  the  owners  to  furnish  on  oath, 
a list  of  said  slaves,  their  ages,  &c.  to  be  transmitted 
to  our  diplomatic  representative  in  London,  to 
serve  as  a basis  upon  which  to  fix  tiie  amount  of 
indemnification  justly  due  to  the  claimants. 

Money  matters.  We  have  published  a num- 
ber of  articles  showing  the  condition  of  the  money 
market  in  most  of  the  principal  cities.  The  notices 
of  the  market  in  New  York  are  brought  down  to 
the  afternoon  of  the  11th  instant.  On  the  12th,  as 
we  learn  from  the  “Express,”  the  market  was  as 
close  as  ever,  stocks  naa  uecunea  uuu  uungs  looked 
no  better.  United  States  bonds  were  selling  for  one 
per  cent,  a month  and  Manhattan  atone  and  a half — 
yet  private  deposites  in  bank  were  never  greater. 
Money  is  abundant  but  confidence  impaired. — 
Several  failures  occurred  on  Tuesday — none  of  the 
banks  discount  southern  and  western  paper,  thus 
the  usual  resources  of  the  merchants  are  cut  off, 
and  they  cannot  meet  their  engagements. 

Tiie  failures  among  the  brokers  has  fallen  heavily 
on  some  of  the  distant  banks,  who  kept  their  funds 
in  New  \rork,  many  of  whom  are  not  to  be  pitied; 
for  it  is  a notorious  fact  that  several  employed  their 
funds  in  shaving  in  Wall  street,  instead  of  loaning 
it  to  their  regular  customers  at  home.  One  of  the 
banks  in  the  interior  of  the  state  bad  over  a hun- 
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dred  thousand  dollars  of  funds  in  the  hands  of  one 
broker,  who  has  been  compelled  to  Suspend. 

A bill  to  prevent  usury  is  notv  before  the  legis- 
lature of  New  York,  and,  it  is  said,  will  pass.  The 
Express  says — A number  of  gentlemen  have  called 
on  us,  from  the  upper  part  of  the  city,  to  say  that 
the  public  feeling  is  so  great  and  so  universal  in  that 
portion  of  the  city,  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the 
law  to  prohibit  usury,  that  if  the  law  should  pass, 
they  are  determined  to  have  a general  illumination 
to  express  their  joy. 

T1,c  loim  .-r-p  ro^hitinn  was  recently  proposed 
by  Mr.  Brown  at  a meeting  of  the  New  York  boai-d 
-of  aldermen,  and  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a joint  committee, 
to  consist  of  the  finance  committee  of  both  boards, 
to  inquire  into,  and  report  without  delay,  on  the 
expediency  of  obtaining  authority  from  the  legisla- 
ture at  its  present  session,  to  loan  the  credit  of  the 
city  to  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars  upon 
bonds  and  mortgages  on  unencumbered  real  estate 
in  the  said  city,  to  be  valued  by  commissioners,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  common  council  at  not  less  than 
fifty  per  cent,  above  tile  amount  to  be  loaned  there- 
on. Said  credit  to  be  issued  in  stock  on  bonds 
of  the  city,  bearing  an  interest  not  exceeding  six 
per  cent,  per  annum,  for  a term  not  exceeding  twen- 
ty-five years. 

The  Philadelphia  Herald  of  the  13th  says— The 
money  atmosphere  was  darkened  here  somewhat, 
yesterday,  by  the  suspension  of  a highly  esteemed 
merchant,  who,  we  confidently  believe,  will  soon 
resume  payment  again — and  by  the  information  re- 
ceived from  New  York  of  several  failures  having 
occurred  there  the  day  before. 

The  merchant  alluded  to  is  S.  Comly,  who  has 
proposed  to  liquidate  the  whole  of  his  present  debts 
by  new  obligations  with  same  securities  at  the  rate 
of  50  per  cent.;  one-fifth  payable  in  cash;  1-5  in  3, 
1-5  in  6,  1-5  in  .9,  1-10  in  12,  1-10  in  IS  months. — 
All  the  notes  to  be  issued  under  this  compromise  to 
bear  date  from  the  1st  May  next,  interest  to  be  de- 
ducted from  such  old  notes  or  acceptances  as  have 
not  matured. 

Tile  meeting  of  the  citizens  or  - Mobile  on  the  1st 
instant  was  well  attended;  a large  committee  was 
appointed  to  report  to  an  adjourned  meeting  on 
the  6th. 

From  Florida.  An  official  report  has  been  re- 
ceived from  general  Jesup,  dated  Fort  Dade,  March 
26th,  in  which  he  states  that  the  Seminole  chief,  Ya- 
holoochie,  (Cloud),  who  commanded  at  Walioo,  is 
at  Tampa  Bay  with  his  family,  and  that  he  has  about 
two  hundred  of  his  people  in  camp  near  that  post. 
That  the  principal  chiefs  on  the  St.  Johns,  Tuskin- 
nia,  and  Emarthla,  (Philip),  have  sent  messages  to 
general  Jesup  that  they  will  obey  the  order  of  Mi- 
canopy  to  emigrate;  and  that  Philip  had  also  sent 
his  son,  who  informed  the  general  that  his  father 
had  required  Abiaca,  (Sam  Jones),  the  chief  of  the 
Micasukees  tojoin  him  and  accompany  him  on  a visit 
to  Micanopy.  The  general  has  no  doubt  that  the 
war  is  ended,  if  a firm  and  prudent  course  is  pur- 
sued. He  states  that  he  shall  send  one  battalion  of 
the  Indian  warriors  serving  in  Florida  to  Mobile,  as 
soon  as  it  can  be  mustered  and  paid,  and  transports 
be  obtained.  That  the  Alabama  drafts  will  be  sent 
off  as  soon  as  they  can  be  paid — transports  have 
been  provided  for  them;  that  the  naval  garrison  fur- 
nished by  commodore  Dallas,  for  Fort  Foster,  has 
been  relieved,  and  ordered  to  join  the  ship  whence 
it  was  detached,  that  he  shall  discharge  the  volun- 
teers and  militia  force  as  rapidly  as  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  service  will  nermit-  amt  will  take  mea- 
sures to  have  the  ordnance  and  other  stores,  not  re- 
quired in  Florida,  taken  to  the  most  convenient 
arsenal  and  storehouses.  [Globe. 

Texas.  We  published  some  days  ago  a sketch 
of  a debate  in  the  British  parliament,  in  reference 
to  the  relations  of  the  United  States  and  Texas. 
The  London  Times  gives  it  at  large;  and  as  it  is 
well  that  we  should  understand  the  views  of  the 
English  government  on  the  subject  we  publish  this 
debate  in  extenso. 

The  speech  of  Mr.  Ward,  referrins  to  the  charge 
of  speculation  preferred  by  him  against  the  Ameri- 
can secretary  of  state,  furnishes  a proper  occasion 
to  allude  to  similar  charges  impudently  asserted  by 
members  of  the  opposition  in  congress  and  else- 


where, involving  the  whole  cabinet,  who,  notwith- 
standing the  most  express  contradiction  of  their 
statements,  neither  pressed  an  inquiry  into  the  im- 
puted offences,  nor  had  the  decency  to  retract  their 
assertions.  As  the  transmission  of  their  scandals 
abroad  has  led  to  an  impeachment  of  the  character 
of  Mr.  Forsyth,  (so  honorably  and  promptly  disa- 
vowed by  Mr.  Ward)  we  deem  it  proper  to  place 
'the  following  facts  before  the  public  eye. 

Mr.  Forsyth  does  not  own  a foot  of  land  in  the 
world  out  of  the  state  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  Forsyth  has  never  purchased  land  from  the 
United  States,  or  elsewhere,  out  of  Georgia,  except 
about  twelve  hundred  acres  in  Alabama  in  the  year 
1S17. 

Mr.  Forsyth  has  never  been  connected,  in  any 
way,  with  purchase  of  Indian  reservations  under  the 
Creek  treaty,  since  he  was  a member  of  gen.  Jack- 
son’s  cabinet.  He  was,  for  a short  time,  interested 
in  the  first  company  formed  at  Columbus,  in  Geor- 
gia, to  purclmjo  rocuruationc;  Tint  he  Darted  with 
bis  interest  before  the  purchases  were  completed. 
The  affairs  of  that  company  have  been  closed,  arid 
no  imputation  rests  upon  its  transactions.  All  the 
contracts  made  by  it  were  undisputed,  and  approved 
by  the  president  long  since.  [Globe, 

Mexico.  The  Mexican  government  has  issued 
arr  order  declaring  a blockade  of  all  the  ports  of 
Texas.  These  ports  are  enumerated  in  their  order; 
they  are — Matagorda,  La  Baca,  San  Louis,  Galves- 
ton, Brasoria,  Harrisburg,  Goliad,  Anahuac,  Co- 
pano  and  “all  other  ports  that  line  the  coast  of 
Texas,  from  longitude  94  50  to  101  10  west  of 
London.”  The  blockade  is  to  take  effect  from  and 
after  the  30th  day  of  publication  in  the  city  of  Mexi- 
co, which  was  on  the  9th  of ‘February.  It  has 
therefore  been  nominally  in  force  about  four  weeks. 

The  naval  squadron  designed  to  maintain  this 
blockade,  consists  of  five  vessels,  four  brigs,  Liber- 
tad,  Alamo,  General  Baraga  and  Fama,  and  the 
schooner  Hidalgo.  They  were  off'  Tampico  at  the 
latest  dates  from  that  place,  and  were  to  sail  for  the 
Texian  coast  on  the  28th  ult. 

It  will  be  seen  by  a notice  of  the  American  con- 
sul, published  in  a subsequent  page,  that  the  go- 
vernment has  also  passed  a decree  closing  a number 
of  ports,  on  both  sides  of  the  continent,  against  fo- 
reign commerce.  ■ 

There  are  extensive  symptoms  of  internal  disorder 
and  pending  revolution  in  Mexico.  The  New  Or- 
leans Bulletin  of  a late  date  contains  several  letters 
from  the  city  of  Mexico,  received  by  the  Ringleader 
via  Tampico.  They  are  of  the  dates  between  the 
8th  and  15th  of  March,  and  they  exhibit  a very- 
troubled  state  of  the  capital. 

The  government  had  by  a decree  depreciated 
their  copper  coin  to  the  amount  of  50  per  cent,  and 
in  consequence  riots  took  place,  which  were  only 
quieted  by  the  military.  The  houses  of  foreigners 
were  attacked,  the  government  being  anxious  to 
turn  excitement  from  themselves  against  strangers, 
The  difficulties  were  not  quieted  on  the  15th. — 
Puebla  was  also  in  a state  of  insurrection. 

On  the  14th,  the  troops  in  the  city  of  Mexico  of- 
fered the  dictatorship  to  Bustamente,  which  he  de- 
clined. They  demanded  the  resignation  of  Carro, 
the  president  pro  tem.  He  sent  it  to  congress  on 
the  14th,  but  they  had  not  yet  accepted  it. 

Foreign  embarrassments  too  thicken  upon  the  go- 
vernment. The  French  ministerhas  received  instruc- 
tions from  his  government,  to  demand  immediate 
restitution  from  Mexico  of  the  amount  taken  from 
the  French  citizens  under  the  decree  of  tho  force 
loan,  and  an  adjustment  of  all  uthci  matters  in  con- 
troversy; he  has  not  yet  received  his  answer. 

The  English  minister,  it  is  said,  received  similar 
instructions.  On  the  night  of  the  4th  ult.  the  mes- 
sage of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  was  re- 
ceived by  express  from  Vera  Cruz,  via  New  Or- 
leans. It  produced  a great  sensation.  Congress 
was  convened  the  next  day  in  secret  session.  As 
far  as  learned,  their  action  was  any  thing  but  favor- 
able to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  difficulties 
between  the  two  countries,  as  the  chambers  were 
discussing  the  propriety  ot  issuing  privateer  li- 
cences, and  sending  them  up  the  Mediterranean, 
by  an  agent,  for  sale. 

Santa  Ana  was  still  at  his  plantation,  waiting 
the  turn  of  affairs.  The  tide  of  public  feeling  is 
said  to  be  turning  in  his  favor. 
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Public  dinners.  On  the  arrival  of  gen.  Jack- 
son  at  Louisville,  on  the  23d  ultimo,  accompanied 
by  the  hon.  J.  K.  Polk,  the  citizens  of  that  place 
tendered  the  latter  a public  dinner,  by  a committee 
of  seven.  This  he  declined,  on  the  ground  of  other 
pressing  engagements. 

Gen.  Scott  has  received  an  invitation  to  a public 
dinner  from  a committee  of  the  citizens  of  New 
York,  which  he  has  accepted;  but  at  his  request,  it 
has  been  postponed,  in  consequence  of  the  pressure, 
till  the  2d  Tuesday  in  May.  The  hon.  Henry  L. 
Pinckney,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  has  also  been  in- 
vited to  a similar  festival,  and  accepted  the  invita- 
tion— and  the  hon . Henry  A.  Wise  was  entertained 
by  a public  dinner  by  the  citizens  of  Norfolk,  Va. 
on  Thursday  the  30th  ultimo.  In  reply  to  a com- 
plementary toast,  he  delivered  a long  and  eloquent 
speech,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  he  offered  the 
following: 

Reform  of  the  general  government — must  be  found- 
ed in  the  union  of  all  true  republicans  on  the  broad 
fundamental  principles  of  the  bill  of  rights:  reform 
in  Virginia — in  the  union  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Trans-Montanc  counties  of  the  commonwealth,  for 
the  internal  improvement  of  the  west  and  of  the 
state’s  sea  port  at  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth. 

Correct  reports  of  the  speeches  delivered  by 
Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Preston  at  Charleston,  and 
by  Mr.  Hives  at  Richmond,  have  not  yet  been  pub- 
lished— when  they  appear,  they  shall  have  a place 
in  the  “Register.” 

Of  the  comments  of  the  “ Globe ” on  Mr.  Steven- 
son’s letter,  published  in  the  last  “Register,”  the 
“Richmond  Enquirer”  of  the  4th  inst.  thus  speaks: 
“Weil,  and  what  will  the  Arena,  and  the  N.  Y. 
Gazette,  and  the  whole  flock  of  ravens  say  now? 
Here  the  Globe  comes  forward  to  declare,  that  its 
strictures  spoke  only  its  own  feelings,  without  the 
suggestions  or  counsel  of  others.  In  fact  we  under- 
stand, that  no  person  connected  with  the  cabinet  had 
any  knowledge  of  it  whatsoever,  until  they  saw  it 
in  the  Globe.  The  editor  of  the  Globe  consoles  the 
whigs  too,  by  assuring  them,  that  ‘it  is  not  likely 
they  will  be  gratified  in  this,’  (Mr.  S’s  recall). — 
What  manna  in  the  desert,  will  next  fall  upon  the 
famished  whigs? 

This  subject  has  given  us  a great  deal  of  pain — 
but  Mr.  S.  is  relieved  from  all  official  censure — and 
it  is  time  to  drop  it.  Harmony  and  union  are  still 
our  watchwords ?” 

Official.  Department  of  slate,  Washington, 
March  31,  1837.  Information  has  been  received  at 
this  department,  from  the  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Bergen,  in  Norway,  that  a law  has  been 
passed  by  the  late  congress,  or  storthing,  of  Nor- 
way, and  approved  by  the  king,  by  which  all  fo- 
reign captains  that  enter  the  ports  of  Norway,  as 
well  as  those  of  that  country,  are  allowed  to  trans- 
act their  custom  house  business,  and  collect  their 
freights  themselves,  without  employing  sbipbro- 
kers,  or  paying  them  any  fees,  when  not  employed. 

Mexico.  Consulate  of  the  U.  S.  Mexico,  March  4 
1837. 

Sir:  Annexed  I have  the  honor  to  hand  you  a list 
of  the  ports  in  the  Mexican  republic  closed  to  fo- 
reign commerce,  to  take  effect  six  months  after  the 
publication  of  the  decree  passed  on  the  2d  instant. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  your 
obedient  servant,  W.  D.  Jones. 

James  W.  Breedlove,  esq.  collector  port  ofN.  Orleans. 

On  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Bacalar,  Goatzucoalco 
Alvarado,  Matagorda,  Galveston. 

On  the  Pacific.  Huatulco,  Manzanillo,  Nativi- 
dad,  Mazatlan,  La  Paz,  Loreto,  San  Diego,  San 
Francisco. 

Gen.  Scott.  The  following  is  a copy  of  the 
letter  of  a committee  of  the  citizens  of  New  York 
to  gen.  Scott,  inviting  him  to  a public  dinner,  and 
his  reply  thereto: 

correspondence. 

New  York,  April  1,  1S37. 

To  major  gen.  Winfield  Scnlt,  IT  ,<J  M. 

Dear  sir:  In  behalf  of  a large  number  of  your 
fellow  citizens,  who  have  watched  with  solicitude 
your  military  career,.especially  in  the  recent  events 
in  Florida  and  Alabama:  who  have  marked  the  for- 
bearance with  which,  while  your  conduct  was  to  be 
made  the  subject  of  official  inquiry,  you  have  ab- 
stained from  all  attempts  to  forestal  public  opinion, 
or  that  of  the  court;  and  who  have  seen,  with  unal- 
loyed gratification,  the  full,  complete  and  honorable 
exculpation  pronounced  by  that  court,  and  approv- 
ed by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  of  your 
Florida  and  Alabama  campaigns;  we  ask  that  you 
will  afford  us  an  opportunity,  at  a public  dinner  on 
such  a day  as  shall  suit  your  convenience,  to  testify 
how  truly  we  rejoice,  that  a name  associated  with 


some  of  the  proudest  achievements  of  our  country 
hat)  suffered  no  eclipse,  and  to  welcome  you  back, 
with  laurels  untarnished,  among  your  friends  and 
associates  in  this  the  head  quarters  of  your  military 
lepartment. 

C.  W.  Lawrence, 

G.  C.  Vcrplanck, 

Samuel  Swarticovt, 

Geo.  F.  Talman, 


James  G.  King, 
Daniel  Jackson, 

W.  B.  Lawrence, 
ft.  Withers, 

John  Steward, 

Jas.  B.  Murray, 
Philip  Hone, 

Chas s Avgs.  Davis, 
Thaddeus  Phelps, 
Wm.  M.  Price, 
Jesse  Hoyt, 

Chas.  G.  Ferris, 
Augustus  Fleming, 
Ogden  Hoffman, 
Russell  H.  Ncvins, 
Archibald  Grade, 
Willis  Hall,' 
Samvel  Glover, 
Jas.  Monroe, 

J.  Watson  Webb, 
Jos.  Hoxie,  N 
Wm.  Douglass, 


William  L.  Stone, 
Hiram  Ketchum, 

John  Lorimer  Graham, 
H.  Maxwell, 

A.  R.  Wyckoff, 

John  A.  Stevens, 

Wm.  H.Aspinwall, 

S.  Draper,  jr. 

George  S.  Doughty, 
Samuel  L.  Gouverneur, 
M.  O.  Patterson, 

Chas.  Graham. , 
Gouverneur  S.  Bibby, 
Daniel  Ullman, 

George  W.  Bruen, 
Charles  King, 

R.  R.  Ward, 
hi  it  cm  its, 

Jacob  P.  Giraud, 

Joseph  Blunt, 

Wm.  W.  T.  Greenway, 
Wm.  Whetten, 

Morgan  L.  Smith, 
Cornelius  Low, 

John  A.  King, 

Jacob  R.  Le  Roy. 


him  they  always  got  out  of  provisio'ns,  and  were 
hungry  in  sight  of  the  enemy. 

"We  came  to  no  understanding.  He  required 
proof  that  Jesup  had  called  for  men,  and  I cut  out  ■ 
of  the  newspaper  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
legislative  council  who  waited  on  the  governor,  and 
enclosed  it  to  the  secretary. 

Among  other  things,  I told  him  that  if  he  would 
mount  his  war-horse,  after  the  4th  of  March,  I 
thought  he  could  soon  put  an  end  to  the  war,  but 
that  it  was  not  every  son  of  Achilles,  who  could 
wear  the  armor  or  wield  thp  sword  of  his  father. 

I am,  &c.  fee.  Jos.  M.  Whit?:. 

Specie  in  N.  Orleans.  From  the  Bee,  March 
31.  Perhaps  no  house  in  the  U.  States  has  contri- 
buted so  much  to  the  soundness  and  safety  of  the 
paper  currency  as  that  of  the  Messrs.  Lizardi. — 
Certainly  no  other  house  has  introduced  so  much 
specie  into  the  country;  and  independently  of  this, 
the  gentleman,  spoken  of  in  another  part  of  this 
paper,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Eoauce, 
wnose  projects  lor  the  safety  of  the  currency  would, 
if  they  had  been  acted  upon  by  the  legislature, 
have  saved  it  from  all  future  fluctuation,  is  the  ac- 
tive partner  of  the  Lizardis  in  this  city. 

To  gratify  our  private  curiosity,  we  have  exa- 
mined the  custom  house  report  of  specie  brought 
into  New  Orleans  from  foreign  ports  since  the  first 
day  of  October,  and  find  the  astonishing  amounts 
which  follow',  imported  by  the  Messrs.  Lizardi. 


Head  quarters,  eastern  department  of  the  army, 
New  York,  April  3,  1837. 

Gentlemen:  After  a long  absence  from  you,  dur- 
ing which  I have  sustained  a rigorous  inquiry  into 
my  recent  operations  in  the  field,  I have  had  the 
high  gratification  of  being  met  by  your  kind  note 
inviting  me  to  accbpt  a public  dinner,  as  a welcome 
back  among  my  friends  and  associates  in  this  great 
community,  which  has  been  my  official  station  for 
more  than  sixteen  years. 

The  result  of  that  inquiry  having  been  approved 
and  published  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 

I am,  gentlemen,  at  liberty  to  accept  the  public  ho- 
nor you  are  pleased  to  tender  me — an  honor  as  flat- 
tering to  my  feelings  by  the  high  character  of  the 
proposers,  as  from  the  other  circumstances  to  which 
I have  alluded. 

Expecting  to  be  absent  from  the  city  the  latter 
part  of  this  week,  I shall  be  happy  to  meet  you  on 
any  day  that  inav  suit  your  convenience  alter  the 
9th  inst. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  gentlemen,  your  friend 
and  servant,  Winfield  Scott. 

To  Messrs.  Vcrplanck,  Lawrence,  King,  Jackson, 
Swartwout  and  others. 

Col.  White  and  the  president.  The  foK 
low'ing  letter  from  col.  White,  the  much  respected 
delegate  from  Florida,  is  published  in  one  of  the 
papers  in  that  territory. 

Washington,  Feb.  15,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  Having  written  three  letters,  to  the 
secretary  of  war  on  the  subject,  I called  to-day  in 
person  to  see  the  president,  to  protest  against  any 
further  draft  on  Middle  Florida,  and  to  suggest  that 
they  would  have  enough  to  do  to  protect  their  own 
frontiers.  He  declared  he  did  not  believe  that  Je- 
sup had  made  any  draft  or  a call  for  one;  wanted 
evidence  of  the  fact;  denied  that  Flordida  had  ever 
had  a brigadier  general’s  command  in  the  field,  and 
then  becoming  excited,  he  said  “Lit  the  damned 
cowards  defend  their  country,”  that  he  could  take 
fifty  women,  and  whip  every  Indian  that  had  ever 
crossed  the  Suvvanee,  and  that  the  people  of  Flori- 
da had  done  less  to  put  down  the  war,  or  to  defend 
Ihemselves,  than  any  other  people  in  the  United 
States.  He  said  they  ought  to  have  crushed  it  at 
once,  if  they  had  been  men  of  spirit  and  character. 
He  said  if  five  thousand  Indians  had  approached  in- 
to the  white  settlements  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky 
not  one  would  have  ever  got  out  alive.  He  said  the 
men  had  better  run  off,  or  let  the  Indians  shoot 
them,  that  the  women  might  get  husbands  of  cou- 
men  who  would  dpfend  the 
country.  He  maintains  that  there  never  was  COO 
Indians. 

When  he  had  finished  his  harangue,  which  of 
course,  was  not  very  agreeable  to  me,  I said  to 
him,  your  army  and  all  your  generals  have  been  in 
the  field,  why  have  they  not  conquered  these  COO 
Indians?  and  w'hy  are  the  people  of  Florida  thus  re- 
proached for  not  doing  what  all  your  regular  troops 
and  Tennesseeans,  have  failed  to  accomplish? 

I told  him,  the  Tennesseeans  at  Wahoo,  as  I W'as 
informed,  had  some  difficulty  to  get  their  wounded 
off  the  field.  Said  he,  “it  is  a lie!”  I answered  I 
was  not  there,  and  did  not  state  it  on  my  personal 
knowledge.  He  then  said  if  they  had  not  got  out 
of  provisions,  what  they  would  have  done.  I told 


Dale 

Vessel’s  names. 

From. 

Amount. 

Oct. 

1 

Halcyon, 

Metamoras 

$893 

17 

Creole, 

Tampico, 

86,228 

20 

Banner, 

Havana, 

50,000 

Nov. 

Carolina, 

do. 

120,000 

Louisiana, 

Mexicana, 

Tampico, 

38,000 

Havana, 

60,000 

12 

Lncy, 

Tampico, 

84,000 

Delaware, 

D.  H.  Miller, 

Havana, 

50,000 

Tampico, 

92,250 

Dec. 

Creole, 

do 

102,598 

Jan. 

Sarah  Ann, 

do 

160,652 

16 

Watchman, 

do 

23,651 

Cumanche, 

Vera  Cruz, 

1,308 

Feb. 

4 

Natchez, 

do 

7,450 

11 

Cora, 

Tampico, 

106,526 

March  11 

Creole, 

do 

188,181 

$1,171,737 

British  exports.  The  following  is  an  abstract 
of  the  official  return  of  the  total  declared  value  of 
the  exports  of  the  British  produce  and  manufac- 
tures tor  the  year  183C — as  furnished  by  the  order 
of  the  house  of  commons: 

1S36.  1835.  1834. 

T otal  amount  of  £ £ £ 

exports,  46,930,000  41,298,000  39,390,000 
Woollen  manu- 

6,840,000 


lactures, 
Yarns,  worsted 
and  woollen, 
Cotton  manu- 
tures, 

Cotton  yarn, 
Brass  and  cop- 
per manufac- 
tures, 

Iron  and  steel 
manufactures 
Manufac’d  silks 
British  linen, 


5,735,000  6,280,000 


310,000  238,500 


16,393,000 

5,706,000 


15,280,000 

5,210,400 


13,755,000 

4,705j000 


1,024,000  960,000  884,000 


1.640.000 
976,000 

2.838.000 


1,404,700 

637,000 

2,365.000 


2,094,000 


Abolitionism  in  New  York.  In  the  New 
York  house  of  assembly,  March  20,  Mr.  Tucker 
said  it  would  he  recollected  that  an  abolition  peti- 
tion was  presented  a short  time  ago,  purporting  to 
be  signed  by  some  student  in  Hamilton  college.  A 
memorial,  he  said,  had  that  morning  been  handed  to 
him  by  the  president  of  that  institution,  who  stated 
that  the  first  intimation  of  the  petition  referred  to, 
came  to  the  faculty  of  the  college  through  their  re- 
presentative in  the  assembly.  He  was  desired  to 
Dresent  the  petition,  and  ask  for  the  readme:  of  it. 

The  memorial  was  read,  and  was  to  the  effect  that 
the  faculty  had  noticed  with  surprise  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  memorial — that  itis  unusual  for  any  trans- 
action of  the  kind  to  take  place,  as  this  actually  did, 
without  the  slightest  knowledge  of  any  member  of 
the  faculty — and  that  it  was  at  first  unaccountable 
that  young  men  habitually  ingenuous  and  orderly, 
should  in  this  case,  with  remarkable  secrecy,  have 
acted  a part  equally  at  variance  with  the  principles 
of  the  college  government,  and  with  the  judgment 
and  feelings  of  every  officer  of  the  institution. 

The  memorial  goes  on  to  state,  that  upon  exami- 
nation it  appears  that  at  an  early  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, a letter  v.'as  received  from  a member  of  the 
house*  (naming  Mr.  C.  O.  Shepard  of  Genesee), 
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by  a student  of  one  of  the  lower  classes  of  the  col- 
lege, requesting  him  to  get  up,  circulate  for  signa- 
ture, and  transmit  to  him  (Mr.  Shepard)  a petition 
similar  to  that  afterwards  (as  appears),  aciually  for- 
warded and  presented — that  the  request  was  not  at 
the  time  complied  with — that  a communication  was 
subsequently  received  by  the  sarnp  student,  from  the 
same  souvee,  obviating  objections,  and  urging  a 
compliance  with  the  original  request — and  that  the 
result  of  these  repeated  solicitations  was  the  petition 
in  question.  The  memorial  further  states  that  a 
number  of  the  signers  (most  of  whom  are  minors, 
rnd  manv  of  them  boys),  disclaimed  all  sympathy 
with  abolition  societies — and  that  most  of  them  say 
they  were  misled  by  the  misrepresentations  from 
Albany;  and  some,  that  they  acted  without  reflec- 
tion at  the  solicitation  of  their  fellows. 

The  memorial  concludes  by  asking- the  protection 
of  the  house  against  the  interference  of  any  of  its 
members  in  the  internal  concerns  of  the  institution, 

parfirMilarJ v that  iho  mav  not  Hp  invitpH 

to  political  action  on  any  subject  whatever,  by  any 
member  of  the  house,  to  the  discredit  and  injury  of 
the  college,  and  in  contravention  of  the  principles  on 
which  its  government  has  ever  been  conducted,  and 
ever  will  be  conducted  by  the  memorialists.  Signed 
by  Joseph  Penny,  president;  John  H.  Lathrop,  pro- 
fessor of.  ethics,  &c.;  Charles  Overy,  professor  of 
chemistry,  &c.;  Simeon  North,  professor  of  langua- 
ges; Marcus  Catlin,  professor  of  mathematics;  and 
Oren  Root,  tutor. 

Mr.  Tucker  moved  that  the  memorial  be  laid  on 
the  table  and  printed — saying  that  it  might  become 
the  subject  of  future  consideration  and  action.  The 
motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Buckingham  presented  the  proceedings'of  a 
public  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Kirkland,  Oneida 
county,  in  reference  to  the  abolition  petition  from 
the  students  of  Hamilton  college — stating  it  to  be 
well  understood  there  that  “these  students  were 
prompted  to  draw  up  and  send  said  petition  by  the 
urgent  solicitation  of  a certain  member  of  the  pre- 
sent legipature” — that  they  wholly  disapprove  of  the 
course  taken  by  them,  and  that  such  is  the  general 
sentiment  of  that  community — and  expressing  tim 
confident  belief  that  the  government  of  Hamilton 
college  “had  nothing  to  do  by  way  of  encouraging 
said  students  to  send”  the  petition,  “but,  on  the  con- 
trary, were  ignorant  that  any  one  had  been  sent  til] 
apprised  of  the  fact  bj'  letters  from  members  of  the 
legislature.”  The  proceedings  also  “disapprove  of 
students  in  our  literary  institutions  organizing  them- 
selves into  societies  with  a view  of  acting  political- 
ly in  the  aiiairs  of  our  stale  or  nation,  or’of  influ- 
encing the  legislature  by  petitions.” 

Mr.C.  O.  Shepard  remarked  that,  so  far  as  he 
had  any  agency  in  the  matter,  he  had  done  nothing 
w hich  he  was  unwilling  should  come  to  the  public 
eye.  He  thought  there  were  some  statements 
there  [alluding,  as  is  supposed,  to  the  first  memo- 
rial], which  would  not  turn' out.  to  be  facts.  He 
could  have  wished  that  the  rev.  president  of  the  col- 
lege had  consulted  with  him  before  causing  these 
papers  to  be  presented.  He  thought  that  a full 
examination,  which  he  courted,  would,  place  the 
matter  at  least  on  the  footing  upon  which  he  was 
willing  to  stand. 

Trade  in  rags.  Though  rags  are  apt  to  be 
despised  and  scoifed  at,  they  are  nevertheless  a most 
important  article  of  commerce,  and  one,  without 
which,  in  this  present  enlightened,  book  making, 
and  newspaperial  age,  it  would  be  exceedingly  dif- 
ficult to  get  along.  In  fact,  were  it  not  for  rags,  we 
should  neither  have  the  wherein  to  write  this  para- 
graph, nor  the  whereon  to  print  it. 

The  English  trade  in  rags  is  very  extensive. — 
Their  importation  from  the  continent,  on  an  ave- 
rage for  the  last  eight  years,  have  been  34,000  bales 
These  are  brought  chiefly  from  Germany,  Hungary, 
Sicily  and  Italy.  The  places  of  export  are  Ham- 
burg, Bremen,  Rostock,  Trieste,  Leghorn,  Paler- 
mo and  Messina. 

Besides  the  imports  of  rags  into  Great  Britain, 
an  amount  twice  as  larae  is  collected  in  the  three 
kingdoms,  where  from  800  to  900  paper  mills  are  in 
operation — manufacturing,  in  all,  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  thousand  pounds  weight  of  rags  per  day. 

America  has,  of  late  years,  entered  into  conside- 
rable competition  with  Great  Britain,  in  the  impor- 
tation of  rags  from  the  continent  of  Europe.  Our 
importation,  for  three  years  preceding  1836,  ave- 
raged nearly  13,000  bales.  For  the  first  half  year 
of  1836,  it  was  9000  bales.  Each  bale  is  estimated 
at  4 cwt. 

Owing  to  this  American  competition  in  the  rag 
trade,  the  British  paper  manufacturers  have  been 
forced  into  the  use  of  substitutes,  such  as  the  re- 
fuse cf  the  flax  and  cotton  mills  and  of  cotton  bag- 
ging to  a considerable  extent;  and  the  price  of  rags 
had  increased  in  England  during  the  last  six  months 


to  the  amount  of  15  per  cent.  If  the  use  of  paper 
goes  on  increasing  for  a few  years  to  come,  as  it  has 
for  a few  years  past,  we  know  not  where  the  mate- 
rials for  its  manufacture  are  to  come  from.  People 
must  wear  out  more  clothes  than  they  have  done,  or 
be  more  careful  in  saving  the  rags  of  such  as  are 
worn  ou(;  especially  since  the  large  sleeves  have 
gone  out  of  fashion,  which,  for  many  years  past 
have  been  of  great  service  in  supplying  the  paper 
makers.  [Ar.  ¥.  Transcript .* 

A working  woman.  There  are  strange  anoma- 
lies in  the  human  family,  and  we  take  the  Ama- 
zonian subject  of  (lie  following  obituary  notice  from 
the  last  Belvidere  (Warren  co.)  Apollo,  to  have 
been  one  of  them — 

Died  at  her  farm  near  Belvidere,  New  Jersey,  on 
the  23d  ult.  Elizabeth  Quick,  widow,  aged  about  60 
years. 

The  deceased  was  a very  remarkable  woman, 
a ivl  well  known  in  all  the  country  round,  by  the 
significant  name  ot  jfarmcr  Quick.  Some  25  or  30 
years  ago,  her  husband  died,  leaving  her  with  three 
young  children,  daughters,  and  the  farm  chiefly  un- 
paid lor. 

According  to  her  own  account  of  the  matter  late- 
ly  given  to  a neighbor-,  she  thus  reasoned  with  her- 
self in  regard  to  her  then  situation  and  prospects. 
Wholly  inexperienced  in  those  calculations  usually 
familiar  to  men,  about  the  expenses  and  proceeds  oi 
land  tillage,  she  determined,  notwithstanding  her 
sex  and  the  disadvantages  of  a constitution  at  that 
lime  feeble,  that  rather  than  venture  hiring  extra 
help,  she  would  work-  the  farm  herself.  She  said 
she  believed,  that  the  differences  in  the  employment 
of  men  _and  women,  rose  rather  from  the  arbitary 
usages  of  society,  than  from  any  physical  differen- 
ces of  constitution.  Subsequent  experience  seem- 
ed to  confirm  her  in  this  opinion;  for,  as  she  pro- 
ceeded in  her  out-door  labors,  her  health  became  bet- 
ter established,  and  was  accompanied  with  strength 
proportioned  to  the  task.  The  result  of  these  labors 
was,  that  she  paid  for  the  homestead,  built  a new 
house,  and  enlarged  her  establishment  every  way; 
and  quite  recently  bought  another  farm,  having 
considerably  more  means  at  disposal  than  were  re- 
quired to  pay  for  it.  About  two  months  since, 
Mrs.  Quick  went  to  the  woods,  and  without  any 
assistance,  felled  the  timber,  and  cut  and  hauled 
home  in  one  day,  five  two  horse  loads  of  wood;  be- 
sides doing  her  usual  night  work,  of  feeding  and 
foddering  the  stock,  &c.  The  alternations  of  heat 
and  chill,  caused  by  the  exercise  of  loading  the 
wood,  and  riding  home  upon  the  same  with  wet  feet, 
caused  the  disease  which  finally  ended  the  labors  of 
Farmer  Quick. 

Molly  Downs  of  Yarmouth.  The  venerable 
Mrs.  Molly  Downs  of  Yarmouth,  (Cape  Cod),  has 
received  under  the  act  of  the  last  congress,  making 
provision  for  the  widows  of  soldiers  killed  in  the  re- 
volutionary war,  a pension  which  will  render  the 
short  remnant  of  her  life  as  comfortable  as  freedom 
from  pecuniary  .necessity  can  render  it.  Mrs. 
Molly,  for  so  we  learn  from  the  Yarmouth  Regis- 
ter, she  wa3  called,  in  old  times,  and  new  times, 
and  finally  for  all  times,  for  she  has  been  no  change- 
ling, was  married  fn  the  year  1777  to  Benjamin 
Downs.  One  month  after  the  marriage  there  was 
a loud  call  for  soldiers  to  defend  the  country.  Ben- 
jamin was  of  proper  age  and  strength  and  .spirit, 
and  the  patriotic  town  of  Yarmouth  during  the 
whole  war  in  no  case  admitted  of  a draft — all  were 
volunteers.  Benjamin’s  patriotism  swallowed  up 
all  other  feelings — and  love  of  self  and  wife  were 
lost  in  love  of  country  and  love  of  duty,  and  lie  en- 
listed for  three  years  and  went  into  the  army,  where 
he  soon  died. 

Mrs.  Molly  has  ever  since,  for  sixty  years,  been 
the  widow  Molly  Downs;  so  long  that  few  of  the 
present  generation  ever  knew  that  her  husband  died 
in  the  service  of  his  country.  She  mourned  at 
others  have  mourned,  and  often  thought  of  Benja- 
min, and  for  a time  spoke  of  him — but  it  were 
worse  than  vain  to  speak  of  one  known  to  no  one 
but  herself.  Thus  she  lived— a wife  of  thirty  days 
and  a widow  of  sixty  years — her  only  treasure  the 
memory  of  her  young  husband,  the  patriot  martyr; 
and  her  country,  then  poor  in  all  but  the  valor  and 
patriotism  of  her  sons,  now  rich  and  able  to  dis- 
charge its  debt  of  gratitude — has  placed  on  its  pen- 
sion list  the  name  of  the  widow — Molly  Downs  of 
Yarmouth.  [ Boston  Transcript. 

Old  times.  A correspondent  of  the  Plymouth 
(Mass)  Memorial,  has  been  for  some  time  instruct- 
ing and  amusing  the  readers  of  that  interesting  pa- 
per, with  anecdotes  and  reminiscences  of  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  part  of  which  appear  for  the  first 
time  in  print.  We  lake  the  following  as  a good 
sample  of  field  addresses: 


“The  revolutionary  war  furnishes  a variety  of  in- 
cidents some  very  amusing  and  some  very  interest- 
ing. The  following  is  a very  singular  one.  Capt. 
Benjamin  Lawrence  who  hacl  the  command  of  a 
company  of  minute  men  in  Freetown,  on  hearing 
of  the  affair  at  Lexington,  ordered  his  sergeants  to 
muster  the  company  and  have  them  meet  him  at  the 
alarm  post  (o  proceed  to  Roxbury.  They  according- 
ly met  him  there,  prepared  for  the  march,  having 
their  distinguishing  liberty  caps  on  with  this  mot- 
to, ‘ liberty  nr  death!’  The  company  was  properly 
paraded,  and  previous  to  their  march  he  made  the 
following  address  to  them. 

“Fellow  soldiers!  We  are  now  going  to  hazard 
our  lives  in  the  high  places  of  the  field  of  battle  in 
defence  of  all  that  is  near  and  dear  to  us.  Tyranny 
has  fixed  his  iron  grasp  on  us,  and  we  must  either 
conquer,  or  live  and  die  slaves!  It  is  true  we  have 
got  to  contend  with  a nation  long  famed  in  arms. 
Their  troops  have  long  reaped  the  laurels  of  the  field; 
and  their  fleets  have  in  triumph  waited  their  thun- 
der to  the  most  remote  margin  of  the  ocean  and  the 
most  potent  nations  have  been  by  them  made  to 
tremble  to  the  centre!  But  no  matter  for  that. 
Heaven  on  our  side;  and  I have  wished,  ever  since 
I have  been  big  enough  to  wish,  that  whenever  I 
died  that  I might  fall  in  the  field  of  battle;  then  I 
know  that  I should  ride  the  clouds  barebacked. 

“A.  H.” 

Just  tribute.  It  gives  us  much  pleasure  to 
state  that  the  gallant  veteran,  Raynor  B.  Smith,  of 
Hempstead,  L.  I.  whose  noble  exertions  were  the 
means  of  saving  eight  persons  from  the  wreck  of 
the  unfortunate  barque  Mexico,  was  presented  on 
the  25th  ult.  with  a silver  cup  by  a committee  from 
the  fifth  ward  of  this  city.  Every  friend  of  hu- 
manity should  have  united  in  this  meritorious  con- 
tribution. 

The  cup  bears  on  one  side  a device  of  the  ship 
Mexico  imbedded  in  the  sand,  with  the  waves 
breaking  over  her.  Her  helpless  crew  is  seen 
stretching  out  their  imploring  bands.  A boat  is 
making  its  way  to  them.  A few  figures  stand 
upon  the  beach,  surrounded  by  masses  of  ice, 
which  show  the  severity  of  the  season  and  the  peril 
of  the  undertaking.  \_Ncw  York  Era. 

The  western  Indians.  The  following,  (says 
the  last  icceived  number  of  the  Arkansas  State  Ga- 
zette), is  as  extract  of  a letter  from  an  intelligent 
military  friend,  who  has  resided  many  years  on  our 
western  frontier,  and  who  lias  had,  at  all  times,  the 
best  opportunities  for  becoming  well  acquainted 
with  the  feelings  and  dispositions  of  the  various  na- 
tions and  tribes  of  Indians  beyond  our  limits.  We 
know  of  none,  whose  opinions,  in  relation  to  In- 
dians, we  would  place  more  confidence. 

“I  regret  to  see  that  frequent  apprehensions  are 
expressed,  in  the  newspapers,  of  a war  with  the 
Indians  on  this  frontier,  without  any  discrimination 
being  made  between  the  wild  Indians,  of  whom  ap- 
prehensions of  danger  may  be  entertained,  and  the 
civilized  tribes,  from  whom  we  have  nothing  to 
fear.  The  latter  dislike  extremely  to  be  charged, 
by  the  whites,  with  a want  of  fidelity  towards  the  ■ 
United  States;  and  such  charges  are  calculated-, 
within  themselves,  to  arouse  in  the  Indians  a war- 
like and  unfriendly  feeling  towards  the  whites, 
however  far  they  may  be  from  wishing  to  entertain 
such  feelings.  * The  Cherokees,  Chactaws,  and 
most  of  the  Creeks,  are  perfectly  quiet,  and  have 
done  nothing  calculated  to  indicate  an  unfriendly 
feeling  towards  the  whites.  Why,  then,  should 
they  be  suspected  of  harboring  such  a disposition? 
If  I thought  the  people  of  Arkansas  were  actually 
in  danger  of  molestation  on  the  part  of  the  above 
mentioned  tribes,  or  any  of  them,  I would  be  very 
far  from  concealing  my  belief. 

“I  think  it,  however,  highly  probable  that  there 
will  be  some  difficulty,  the  ensuing  spring  and  sum- 
mer with  the  Camanches  and  others  of  the  wild 
tribes.  Late  accounts  irom  tne  west  jusriry  that 
belief.  But  I do  not  believe  those  Indians  will  be 
able  to  reach  the  settlements  of  the  whites  in  Ar- 
kansas, for  the  reason  that  they  would  have  first  to 
pass  through  either  the  Chactaw  or  Cherokee  na- 
tion- and  the  moment  the  Camanches  set  a foot  in 
either  of  those  nations — particularly  the  Choctaw' — 
they  will  be  met  by  the  whole  force  of  that  nation, 
for  they  are  on  the  point  of  making  war  upon  them 
- at  any  rate,  on  account  of  horses  that  the  Caman- 
ches have  stolen  irom  them. 

“It  is,  in  my  opinion,  a misfortune,  that  the  con- 
dition and  feelings  of  the  civilized  Indians  on  this 
frontier  are  not  better  known  to  the  American  peo- 
ple than  they  are.  If  the  people  knew  them  better, 
I am  sure  they  would  be  less  apprehensive  of  dan- 
ger from  them.  I would  like  to  see  some  man  of 
suitable  capacity  write  on  this  subject.  The  peo- 
ple want  facts  in  this  case,  not  conjecture,” 
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The  following  paragraphs  will  be  useful  for  future 
reference.  They  exhibit  an  appalling  condition  of 
things,  but  are,  we  fear,  only  indications  of  what 
may  be  expected,  unless  the  destructive  current 
of  disasters  is  checked  or  diverted  by  wise  coun- 
sels and  determined  efforts.  The  causes  of  this  ca- 
lamity are  not  now  subjects  for  discussion:  men’s 
passions  and  interests  are  too  much  concerned  to 
permit  a calm  investigation:  when  the  trial  has 
past  they  may  be  considered.  Now  is  the  time  for 
remedial  measures,  and  every  man  who  is  desirous' 
of  applying  them  may  do  so.  Much  may  be  done 
by  mutual  confidence — more,  by  a resolute  investi- 
gation of  the  extent  of  the  evil  and  an  honest  deter- 
mination to  lessen  it.  Let  the  honest  merchant, 
mechanic  or  manufacturer  be  sustained — and  the 
gambling  speculator,  of  which  there  are  not  a few 
entrapped  in  the  meshes  of  their  own  weaving, 
meet  a deserved  fate.  With  this  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  banks  and  the  community,  much  of  what 
is  threatened  maybe  averted;  but  we  fear  that  there 
are  many  honest  and  worthy  individuals  irretrieva- 
bly ruined. 

IN  NEW  YORK. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Jour,  of  Commerce,  April  6,  2 P.  M. 

The  market.  Stocks  are  down,  down  to-day  and 
the  state  of  feeling  is  bad.  People  see  all  the  evil 
there  is,  and  fancy  a great  deal  more,  when  the  rea- 
lity is  quite  bad  enough. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Transcript,  Thursday,  April  6, 1837. 

Yesterday  was  a day  that  tried  men’s  souls,  the 
money  market  was  tighter  than  ever.  For  the  past 
day  or  two,  it  has  been  more  so  than  any  time  dur- 
ing the  pressure,  and  should  it  continue  to  become 
more  so,  things  will  be  brought  to  a focus  pretty 
quickly,  for  our  merchants  will  become  discouraged 
and  stop,  when  they  are  solvent,  and  could  pay  100 
cents  on  a dollar  in  ordinary  times.  Yesterday 
there  were  several  very  heavy  failures,  principally 
among  our  dry  goods  people,  which  class  of  mer- 
chants were  considered  the  cream  of  New  York, 
and  have  stood  the  high  price  of  money  nobly,  and 
so  long,  that  it  was  thought  they  would  w’eather 
the  point  and  pass  the  gale  unharmed.  The  pay- 
ments of  the  New  York  dry  goods  jobbing  houses 
are  very  heavy  during  the  months  of  April  and 
May,  and  the  small  return  of  money  from  the  south, 
with  the  tremendous  quantity  of  protested  paper, 
has  driven  them  to  despair,  and  eventually  to  fail. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  southern  merchants  do  not 
pay  5 cents  on  the  dollar  of  what  they  owe  in  New 
York;  and  some  of  our  large  southern  houses  have, 
for  the  last  2 or  3 months,  paid  both  sides  of  their 
note  book,  which  speaks  volumes  in  their  favor. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce,  April  7,  2 P.  M. 
says — The  story  published  in  the  Star  last  evening, 
and  several  of  the  morning  papers,  that  the  auc- 
tioneers who  sell  dry  goods  most  largely,  had  deter- 
mined to  sell  no  more,  on  account  of  the  want  of 
credit,  is  altogether  without  foundation.  The  co- 
lumns of  auction  advertisements  prove  the  falsity 
of  the  assertion. 

The  market.  Stocks  are  pretty  much  as  yester- 
day; some  lower  and  some  higher.  People  are 
pretty  thoroughly  alarmed  yet,  but  rather  growing 
more  calm. 

Business  generally  is  very  dull,  and  prices  de- 
clining of  most  kinds  of  merchandise.  Bills  on 
England  are  9all  per  cent,  premium,  with  but 
moderate  demand. 

There  were  two  or  three  failures  yesterday,  the 
principal  of  which  was  the  house  of  J.  R.  St.  John 
& Co.  extensively  engaged  in  negociating  and  col 
lecting  southern  and  western  paper,  and  who  sus 
pended,  as  we  understand,  not  from  any  want  of 
assets,  but  from  the  impossibility  of  realizing  on 
those  modes  of  remittance  from  the  south  and  west 
which  have  generally  been  most  readily  converted 
into  cash,  viz:  bills  of  exchange  on  Europe  and  on 
merchants  in  this  city. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Commercial.  Avril  8 — evening. 
Wall  street— one  o’clock.  There  has  been  an 
improvement  in  some  of  the  stocks  since  yester- 
day— but  it  is  nevertheless  a very  gloomy  day,  and 
when  it  will  be  better  is  more  than  we  can  foretell. 
When  things  are  at  the  worst,  however,  any  change 
must  be  for  the  better.  This  paper  will  go  to  press 
before  the  results  of  the  day  can  be  known.  It  is 
hoped  that  it  will  close  less  disastrously  than  the 
last  three  days  have  done.  The  number  of  failures, 
commencing  with  the  Josephs,  down  to  this  morn- 
ing, wras  eighty-eight.  No  doubt  exists  that  the 
list  will  be  extended. 

The  packet  ship  Independence,  which  was  to 
sail  this  morning,  for  Liverpool,  is  detained  until 
Monday,  at  the  request  of  the  merchants,  to  enable 
them  to  arrange  their  remittances.  The  object,  we 
believe,  is  to  obtain  a farther  supply  of  paper  for 
remittance  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  to 
prevent  the  exportation  of  specie. 


Messrs.  S.  & M.  Allen  have  not  suspended  pay- 
ment in  the  proper  signification  of  the  term. — 
Their  own  paper  will  be  paid,  but  their  stock  en- 
gagements have  necessarily  been  deferred.  Ad- 
vices from  the  south  are  most  discouraging.  The 
calamities  in  that  quarter  have  greatly  aided  the 
measures  of  the  government  in  bringing  destruction 
upon  the  merchants  of  New  York. 

United  States  opened  this  morning  at  115,  and. 
closed  at  116,  which  is  11  above  the  closing  price 
of  yesterday.  The  Phenix  opened  at  105  and 
closed  at  99.  The  only  sale  yesterday  was  at  108. 
Delaware  and  Hudson  opened  at  71  and  closed  at 
74J,  which  is  an  advance  of  51  on  the  closing  price 
of  yesterday.  Bank  of  the  state  of  New  York  96, 
which  is  2 per  cent,  above  yesterday’s  sales,  Bos- 
ton and  Providence  rail  road  closed  to-day  at  94, 
yesterday  at  901. 

From  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  April  s,  2,  P.  M. 

The  feeling  is  decidedly  better  to-day.  Stocks 
advanced  a good  deal.  The  actual  ....  — 

no  doubt  is  past;  we  hope  the  imaginary  crisis  is 
also  past.  Bills  on  England  are  difficult  of  sale, 
and  the  price  drooping.  There  are  plenty  of  south 
ern  bills  at  9 premium,  but  in  general  there  is  not 
as  yet  confidence  enough  to  buy  them.  The  bonds 
of  U.  S.  bank,  payable  in  London  at  12  months  is- 
sued to  considerable  sums  to-day,  and  are  selling  at 
par  at  2 per  cent,  premium.  We  have  had  for  two 
or  three  hours  a violent  thunderstorm. 

Saturday,  April  8. 

Matters  are  not  worse — nor  are  they  better.  Stocks 
continue  to  fall — failures  to  take  place— and  com- 
mercial securities  to  be  less  and  less  negotiable. 
Yesterday  a large  exchange  house  stopped  on  its 
stock  contracts,  but  continued  its  operations  in  its 
exchange  business.  We  allude  to  S.  & M.  Allen, 
largely  engaged  in  moneyed  operations.  On  the  day 
before,  the  house  of  St.  John  &.  Co.  large  dealers  in 
southern  exchange  stopped,  to  which  fact  we  allud- 
ed yesterday.  It  is  stated  that  they  were  only  de- 
ficient on  that  day,  a beggarly  $3,000,  which  any 
friend  could  have  made  up,  but  looking  ahead  they 
saw  insurmountable  difficulties  before  them,  and 
hence  they  thought  it  rvas  the  best  way  to  come 
down  at  once.  At  this  moment  they  have  $150,000 
in  specie,  on  its  way  here  from  the  south,  but  it  was 
not  within  theirreach.  Their  liabilities  are  estima- 
ted at  nearly  the  same  amount  as  those  of  the  Jo- 
sephs— say  five  millions — probably  they  may  be 
three  or  four  millions,  with  assets*-~too,  shewing  a 
surplus  of  more  than  a million."  But  commercial 
securities,  at  this  crisis,  are  of  no  avail. 

There  is  not  near  so  much  sympathy  for  the  house 
of  St.  John,  as  there  was  developed  for  the  house  of 
Josephs.  This  arises  from  the  recollection  that 
Beers  and  St.  John,  during  the  years  1833  and ’34, 
were  counsellors  and  agents  of  the  government,  in 
creating  the  first  disturbances  in  the  money  market 
by  the  abrupt  removal  of  the  deposites.  These,  and 
such  as  these,  are  reaping  the  fruits  of  their  wise 
counsels.  The  failure  of  St.  John  &,  Co.  carried 
with  it  twelve  or  fifteen  houses  in  Pearl  street  and 
the  neighborhood.  We  do  not  publish  the  names 
out  of  delicacy  to  their  lacerated  feelings.  This 
house  was  engaged  in  a similar  business  to  that  of 
the  Josephs.  They  dealt  largely  in  the  southern 
exchanges,  and  once  professed  to  be  able  to  regulate 
them  without  a national  bank.  A great  many  old 
houses  in  Pearl  street,  who  did  not  burn  with  confi- 
dence towards  the  Josephs  made  them  agents  in  the 
collection  of  southern  notes.  This  business  by  this 
and  the  other  failures  is  now  nearly  broken  up. 

The  number  of  failures  that  have  taken  place 
since  the  present  crisis  is  estimated  as  follows: 

5 foreign  and  exchange  brokers,  _ $15,000,000 

30  dry  goods  jobbers,  15,000,000 

16  commission  shoe  and  clothing  houses  7,000,000 

28  real  estate  speculators,  20,000,000 

8 stock  brokers,  1,000,000 

6 miscellaneous,  2,500,000 


98  aggregate  for  New  York,  $60,500,000 

This  estimate  is  taken  from  full  lists  of  every  fai- 
lure by  name  which  are  kept  in  almost  ever)  private 
office  in  Wall  street,  and  almost  by  every  private 
individual. 

Office  of  the  New  York  Daily  Express, 
Monday,  April  10,  6 o'clock,  P.  M. 

City  news.  The  day  has  passed  off  much  better 
than  was  apprehended.  Some  unimportant  houses 
have  been  added  to  the  list  of  unfortunates,  but 
none  of  any  magnitude.  Stocks  improved  a little, 
and  money  in  Wall  street  was  a little  easier.  It  is 
predicted  by  those  most  familiar  with  money  mat- 
ters, that  after  this  week  things  will  put  on  a better 
street  face.  The  sale  of  merchants’  notes  in  Wall 
is  at  an  end.  For  the  last  four  last  days  confidence 
has  been  so  shaken  that  the  notes  which  have  been 
selling  at  two  and  three  per  cent,  a month  will  not 


sell  at  any  price.  But  the  money  lenders  now  turn 
their  attention  to  United  States  and  Manhattan  Bank 
post  notes.  These  have  sold  freely  to-day  at  one, 
and  one  and  a half  per  cent,  a month,  thus  showing 
that  there  is  money  where  there  is  confidence. — 
There  is  a treasury  order  hanging  over  our  banks. 

It  is  from  the  south,  where  they  are  largely  indebted 
to  this  city.  It  is  too  bad  that  the  south,  who  are 
so  largely  in  debt  to  our  banks,  should  come  here  at 
this  time  to  demand  specie,  but  such  is  the  opera- 
tion of  the  treasury  circular. 

New  York,  April  10. 

The  bankers  and  many  of  the  merchants  held  a 
meeting  at  the  City  Hall  on  Saturday  night,  in  or- 
der to  talk  over  the  times.  Mr.  Albert  Gallatin 
madem  little  speech,  but  did  not  hold  forth  any 
promise  of  relief.  Mr.  Alexander  Hamilton,  the  ; 
son  of  the  distinguished  man  of  that  name,  propos- 
ed that  the  legislature  be  requested  to  authorise  the 
banks  to  suspend  specie  payments  in  case  it  be- 

oninp  nAfoccarjr  thniioht  curb  a mpa«"ro,  «*«“  ') 

der  some  circumstances,  might  be  necessary,  and 
that  it  would  save  the  merchants  from  the  general 
and  impending  ruin.  This  proposition  met  with  | 
no  favor.  Mr.  Lawrence,  the  mayor,  who  shares 
the  common  misfortune  of  the  pressure,  (the  Globe 
statement,  notwithstanding,  that  no  honest  man  is  - 
pressed),  spoke  most  decidedly  against  the  proposi- 
tion. _ 

Correspondence  of  the  “National  Intelligencer.” 
New  York,  April  11- — Afternoon. 

The  newspapers  of  this  mor  ning  flatter  us  with  , 
the  hope  that  things  are  better,  and  indeed  they 
are  better,  so  far  as  this,  that  the  first  fr  ight  is  over;  j 
but,  if  by  being  better  they  mean  tha:  they  are  no 
worse,  then  I agree  with  them.  Stocks  are  flutter- 
ing all  the  time,  and  they  generally  are  good  re-  'j- 
presentatives  of  what  there  is  of  hope  and  fear.  1 
Yesterday  some  stocks  went  up  a little,  but  to-day 
they  go  dowm  a little,  which  shows  what  every  j 
body  knows  to  be  the  fact,  that  the  money  market 
is  in  a very  sensitive,  ticklish  condition.  In  the 
mean  time,  more  laborers  are  daily  thrown  out  of 
employ.  Book  printing  is  stopped  to  s.  great  ex- 
tent. The  Harpers  will  do  little  or  nothing.  Fur-  j 
niture  manufacturers  are  discharging  their  hands.  | 
People  are  breaking  up  house  keeping.  All  are 
contracting  their  expenses.  The  Trades’  Unions 
are  nullified  at  a blow.  The  competitors  for  work  ' 
are  now  so  numerous,  that  “strikes”  are  far  from 
being  the  order  of  the  day.  Rents  are  going  down. 
The  prices  of  all  things  are  tending  downwards. — 

What  a tremendous  crash  we  have  had  since  the 
fall  of'  the  Josephs’  bank  building,  and  what  an  omen  j 
a Roman  soothsayer  would  have  made  of  that! 

Office  of  the  Post,  N.  York  April  11,  3 o'clock,  P.  M. 

Sales  of  stock  at  New  York,  April  6. 


88  shares 

United  States  bank  cash 

1141 

50 

do. 

do. 

do.  do. 

1141 

115. 

do. 

-do. 

do.  do., 

1141 

86 

do. 

do. 

do.  do. 

114“ 

60 

do. 

Ame.  Trust  Co.  Balt,  cash 

791  : 

50 

do. 

do. 

do.  this  week 

80 

13 

do. 

Canton  company  Baltimore 

44 

Remarks.  There  was  very  little  done  at  the  board 
of  brokers  this  morning.  United  States  bank  has  i 
advanced  about  one  per  one  per  cent.— others  have 
declined.  The  market  is  quite  languid.  More 
failures  were  announced  yesterday  after  bank  hours  ]i 
— the  number  of  houses  stopped  up  to  this  time  is 
said  to  be  one  hundred  and  twenty. 

Such  a state  of  things  is  unexampled,  and  we  i 
fear  the  worst  is  to  come.  It  is  really  painful  to 
hear  of  the  distress  of  business  men,  who  have  al- 
ways lived  in  affluence.  This  will  be  appreciated 
byJhose  who  know  that  the  furniture  of  the  Josephs 
was  sold  at  auction  yesterday. 

A committee  has  gone  to  Albany  to  propose  some 
plan  of  relief,  to  the  legislature;  but  it  is  not  known  j 
what  measure  is  resolved  upon. 

From  the  New  York  Herald  of  the  11th. 

The  number  of  failures  up  to  yesterday  morning, 
since  the  Messrs.  Josephs,  is  128;  of  which,  15  are 
shop  doalers.  14  importers,  31  jobbers.  17  brokers, 

18  grocers,  4 auctioneers,  6 dry  goods  commission 
merchants,  and  23  miscellaneous. 

Provisions,  wages,  rents  and  in  fact,  every  thing 
is  coming  down- — one  extraordinary  feature  of  the 
present  pressure  is  the  extraordinary  high  prices  of  1 
every  article,  but  they  are  now  en  the  decline. 

Bv  a private  letter  from  Boston,  we  have  an  ac- 
count of  the  failure  of  a publishing  house  there,  , 
which  will  affect  some  houses  here. 

IN  PHILADEtrHIA. 

Office  of  the  Commercial  Herald,  April  12. 

It  gives  us  sincere  pleasure  to  say  that  the  mo- 
ney  market  was  decidedly  easier  yesterday,  and 
countenances  on  change  much  less  lengthened  than 
they  have  been  for  a week  or  two  past — it  is  said — 
though  we  vouch  not  for  the  truth  of  the  report,  that 
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a knot  of  merchants  and  brokers  collected  casually 
together,  did  actually  raise  a laugh  among  them — 
which  excited  great  attention  on  change,  and  had  a 
decidedly  favorable  ctfect. 

From,  Bicknell’s  Reporter  of  April  10. 

The  pressure  in  the  money  market  still  continues. 
Since  our  last,  several  additional  failures  have  oc- 
curred in  New  York,  and  one  or  two  in  this  city. 
The  truth  is,  nearly  every  one  has  become  infected 
in  a degree  with  the  panic;  and  in  some  instances  it 
may  be,  men  have  become  alarmed  and  have  stop- 
ped payment,  who,  with  any  thing  like  an  effort, 
might  have  kept  on  and  weathered  the  storm. 

During  the  early  part  c-f  last  week,  some  wag  in- 
vented and  gave  currency  to  a silly  rumor  with  re- 
gard to  the  Southwark  bank,  and  in  the  course  of 
that  day  and  the  next,  a run  was  made  upon  it,  to 
the  extent  of  $20,000  or  $30,000.  We  need  scarce- 
ly' add  that  the  demand  was  promptly  met,  and  gold 
and  silver  paid  out  at  the  option  of  the  applicants. 
The  resuu  oi  an  mis  is,  a general  warn  or  conn- 
dence,  and  a suspension  of  purchases  on  time. 

Capitalists  who  have  money,  and  perhaps  there 
are  as  many  in  Philadelphia  as  in  any  city  in  the 
union,  cling  to  it  with  the  tenacity  of  a miser  to  his 
gold,  and  keep  it  locked  up  in  the  vaults  of  our 
banks,  apparently  afraid  to  loan  it  out,  even  on  the 
best  security. 

It  is  proper  for  us  to  add,  that  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  the  south  has  tended  very  materially  to 
to  affect  the  credit  of  the  banks  in  Louisiana,  Mis- 
sissippi, Alabama  and  Tennessee;  and  at  this  time, 
the  notes  of  those  institutions  are  not  purchased  by 
the  Philadelphia  brokers,  at  any  price  whatever. 
This  is  perfectly  natural,  as  the  banks  alluded  to 
have,  it  is  said,  suffered  materially  by  the  recent 
failures  of  the  south,  and  our  brokers  therefore  feel 
some  alarm. 

IN  VIRGINIA. 

From,  the  Richmond  Compiler. 

Relative  to  Norfolk,  rumors  are  rife  here  of  the 
failure  of  three  very  important  houses.  The  pa- 
pers of  the  borough  say  nothing  of  them.  In  fact 
they  have  complained  of  no  pressure,  we  believe. 
But  these  things  are  oftener  heard  through  other 
sources  than  the  journals  where  they  occur. 

Petersburg  is  said  to  be  under  a heavy  press  in 
consequence  of  the  very  heavy  failure  of  Brander, 
McKenna  & Wright  in  New  Orleans,  who  had  a 
branch  in  that  town. 

Accounts  are  abroad  of  a great  derangement  in 
our  affairs,  (Richmond).  They  are  greatly  exag- 
gerated. The  derangement  is  not  so  great  as  re- 
presented, and  we  are  sure  a little  while  will  find 
all  calm  here.  The  derangement  felt  has  been  al- 
most solely  occasioned  by  the  failure  of  the  Josephs. 
That'of  Brander,  McKenna  & Wright,  has  had  a 
slight  effect. 

IN  CHARLESTON,  S.  C. 

Offie  of  the  Mercury,  Charleston,  April  8. 

Our  banks  and  the  pressure.  "We  understand  that 
the  banks  have,  with  great  unanimity  and  libera- 
lity, agreed  jointly  on  the  following  terms,  for  the 
relief  of  our  community. 

1st.  For  the  ensuing  60  days,  only  ten  per  cent, 
will  be  requested  on  the  renewals. 

2d.  That  during  the  same  period,  the  banks  will 
not  curtail  their  present  discounts  or  lessen  the  ac- 
commodation heretofore  afforded  the  community, 
but  will  discount  at  cash,  to  the  extent  of  their 
weekly  receipts. 

3d.  That  approved  bills  on  the  north,  be  takemat 
the  followdng  rates: 

30  day  drafts  ....  1 per  cent. 

60  do.  do.  . . . . If  “ 

90  do.  do.  . . . . 2^  “ 

IN  NEW  ORLEANS. 

Office  of  the  True  American,  April  5,  1837. 
Produce  is  retreating  slowly  but  surely.  Three 
hundred  bales  of  good  quality  cotton  were  bought 
for  remittance  to  Liverpool  on  Tuesday  for  7 cents. 
To-day  we  hear  of  several  lots  being  offered  at  6 
cents.  This  same  quality  would  have  readily 
brought  15  cents  a few  weeks  since.  Fortunes  can 
now  be  made  by  those  who  have  capital.  At  pre- 
sent prices  buyers  can  afford  to  store  and  wait  the 
issue  of  the  present  times.  That  the  revulsion  is 
just  begun,  every  indication  proves.  In  Hinds 
county,  Mississippi,  more  than  a thousand  suits 
have  been  brought.  The  citizens  in  self-defence 
petitioned  the  governor  to  convene  the  legislature 
for  the  purpose  of  passing  a relief  or  replevin  law. 
He  not  having  done  so,  they  have  called  upon  the 
sheriff'  to  resign  just  before  the  April  term  com- 
mences, threatening  vengeance  against  any  one 
who  will  accept  the  office  pro  tempore.  When  men 
are  driven  to  desperation,  law  is  but  a weak  barrier. 
The  question  is  now  salvation  or  destruction. — 
There  is  no  medium.  Cotton  lands  will  now  come 
down  to  their  real  value,  and  henceforward  we  shall 


no  more  see  the  pennyless  buying  plantations  and 
negroes,  simply  because  a cotton  broker  will  accept 


for  the  first  payment  predicated  on  the  crop  not  yet 
sown. 

We  are  pleased  to  announce,  however,  that  near- 
ly all  the  banks  have  come  into  the  arrangement  ot 
the  City  bank — to  postpone  the  debts  due  them  till 
the  15th  November  next,  less  10  per  cent,  every  60 
days.  This  will  relieve  the  community,  and  restore 
confidence  in  a great  measure.  Tuesday  was  a 
hard  day  with  us,  but,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  all 
went  off' smoothly. 

Little  doing  in  regular  business.  Sugar  brings 
from  6 to  6£  cents.  Molasses  33  to  21.  Flour  is 
at  $8.  Lard  SJ  cents.  Whiskey  35  a 37.  Coffee 
has  declined;  a sale  of  100-bags  at  12  cents.  Rice 
is  slow  at  4 cents,  and  corn  at  68  cents.  The  sales 
are  all  small. 

The  idea  that  there  is  abundance  of  solid  wealth 
nr  our  difficulties  is  absurd.  There 
are  two  or  three  hundred  millions  of  paper  money 
too  much  in  the  country;  and  on  this  fallacious 
basis  have  men  traded,  and  the  consequence  must 
be,  ruin  to  that  amount. 

IN  MISSISSIPPI. 

The  difficulty  of  raising  money  seems  to  be  more 
pressing  in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  even  than  in 
New  York.  A writer  in  the  Mississippian.  a paper 
published  at  Jackson,  the  seat  of  government,  de- 
clares that  “nearly  three  millions  are  to  be  recover- 
ed in  the  three  counties  of  Hinds,  Madison  and  Ya- 
zoo, and  proportionally  in  the  other  counties  of  the 
state,  by  the  approaching  terms  of  their  respective 
courts.”  The  writer  continues:  “if  the  present  un- 
paralleled dearth  of  money  continue,  whence  and  by 
what  means  is  such  an  amount'fo  bs  drawn?:  <fher£ 
can  be  but  one  answer:  it  bard  be  raised,  :f  raised  hi 
all,  only  by  a sacrifice  of  .property  unread  of  in  the 
annals  of  calamity,”  • , 1 


ROBBERY  AT  FREDERICK., 

The  follpwi'Tig  particulars  of’  a*  daring  jobbery, 
which -has’ excited  much  attention,  (irefr.opi  the  F fe 
derick,  Ht-fald  and  Examiner. 

On  Wednesday  the  22d  ult.  gen.  Edwards,  the  ca 
shier  of  tile  Leesburg  (Ya.)  branch  bank,  arrived 
at  Talbott’s  hotel,  Frederick,  Md.  from  Baltimore 
at  about  dinner  time,  having  with  him  his  saddle- 
bags containing  upwards  ot  $26,000,  which  were 
placed  by  one  of  Mr.  Talbott’s  servants  upon  a 
shelf  within  the  bar,  and  from  thence  removed  at 
general  E’s  request  by  the  bar  keeper,  and  placed 
in  a desk  within  the  bar.  After  he  had  dined  gen. 
E.  ordered  his  horse,  when  Mr.  Talbott,  the  keeper 
of  the  house,  upon  looking  for  the  saddlebags,  could 
not  find  them.  He  went  to  general  Edwards  who 
was  in  another  room,  and  asked  him  if  he  had  got 
his  saddlebags.  The  reply  was  that  he  had  not. — 
He  was  told  that  they  could  not  be  found.  Search 
was  instituted,  but  it  proved  unavailing.  It  was 
suggested  that  the  saddlebags  had  probably  been 
thrown  by  mistake  or  design  on  one  of  the  stage 
coaches  which  started  westward  about  that  time. 
General  Edwards  accordingly  started  in  pursuit, 
but,  although  he  soon  overtook  the  stages,  he  could 
not  obtain  a thorough  examination  of  them  until  he 
arrived  at  Funkstowm.  The  saddlebags  however 
were  not  there.  A special  messenger  reached  him 
at  that  place  who  informed  him  that  they  had  been 
found  in  Frederick  and  with  their  valuable  con- 
tents were  safely  locked  up  at  Mr.  Talbott’s.  This 
intelligence,  as  general  Edwards  remarked,  operated 
like  an  opiate  and  he  slept  soundly  during  the 
night.  The  next  day  he  returned,  and  meeting  an 
acquaintance  in  Middletown,  was  informed  that  the 
saddlebags  had  been  found  but  that  they  were  rifled 
of  their  contents.  They  had  been  found  in  the  cel- 
lar of  the  hotel  cut  open. 

It  was  then  attempted  to  have  an  examination, 
but  it  was  postponed  at  the  desire  of  general  Ed- 
wards’ counsel.  On  Friday  evening  the  24th,  a 
reward  of  $5,000  was  offered  for  the  recovery  of 
the  money.  On  Saturday  morning  $11,475  were 
found  in  the  up  staira  of  the  hotel,  between  the 
head  board  of  a bed  and  the  wall,  in  a room  which 
had  been  searched  the  previous  day,  but  in  which 
no  money  was  then  found.  On  Sunday,  about 
noon,  the  balance  of  the  money  was  found  by  a 
negro  child,  on  a heap  in  the  stable  yard  of  the 
hotel,  slightly  covered  with  straw:  shortly  after, 
Mr.  Talbott  received  a letter  through  the  post  of- 
fice written  on  indifferent  paper,  in  a scrawling 
hand,  informing  where  the  money  was  to  be  found 
and  saying  that  the  writer  was  a better  man  than 
the  person  that  stole  it.  On  Monday,  general  Ed- 
wards returned  again  from  Leesburg,  and  on  Tues- 
day morning  was  summoned  before  a magistrate  on 
an  affidavit  of  a felony  committed,  having  been 
made  by  two  gentlemen,  in  justice  to  their  own 
characters;  one  of  them,  a person  of  the  hotel 


against  whom  a charge  had  in  the  first  instance 
been  insinuated,  and  the  other,  the  young  gentle- 
man in  whose  room  a part  of  the  money  had  been 
found  on  Saturday  morning. 

The  result  of  the  examination  before  the  magis- 
trates, which  was  held  in  secret,  was  that  general 
Edwards  was  recognized  lor  his  appearance  as  a 
witness,  at  the  May  session  of  Frederick  county 
court,  in  the  sum  of  $2,000,  and  that  Edward 
B.  McPherson,  esq.  was  held  to  bail  in  the  sum  of 
$5,000  for  his  appearance  at  the  same  time. 

From,  the  Frederick  (Md.)  Examiner. 

The  investigation  which  was  made  last  week  of 
Ihe  late  robbery  at  the  City  Hotel,  resulted  in  hold- 
ing Edward  B.  McPherson  to  bail  in  the  sum  of 
$5,000  to  appear  at  the  next  session  of  the  criminal 
court  of  this  county  which  takes  place  in  May. — 
Whether  the  party  thus  accused  of  this  infamous 
offence  be  guilty  or  not,  none  but  the  authority  to 
which  he  is  made  responsible  is  competent  to  say. 
The  investigation  was  conducted  secretly,  and  the 
witnesses  examined  out  of  the  bearing  of  each 
other.  This  being  the  case  it  would  not  be  possi- 
ble, if  it  were  proper,  to  detail  the  facts  correctly 
which  were  given  in  evidence  on  that  occasion.  It 
is  due  to  Messrs.  Perry  and  Upperman  who  appear 
before  the  public,  as  below,  to  say  that,  so  far  as 
we  are  informed,  not  an  individual  entertains  the 
slightest  suspicion  of  their  having  been  concerned 
in  the  robbery. 

THE  ROBBERY. 

Mr.  Editor:  At  a time  when  there  was  cause 
to  suspect  that  no  action  would  be  taken  by  the 
constituted  authorities  to  inquire  into  the  felony 
committed  at  Talbott’s  hotel,  and  detect  the  felon, 
we  addressed  the  subjoined  letter  to  general  Ed- 
wards, the  cashier  of  the  Leesburg  bank,  from 
whom  the.  jnoney  was  stolen,  in  order  to  expose  the 
effort  of  ,tl?e  jobber  to  fix  suspicion  upon  others, 
and  to  vindicate  our  innocence.  In  consequence 
qf  the  unsatisfactory  manner  in  which  the  public 
prints  have  sjioken.of  this  transaction,  we  feel  it  a 
right  and  duty  pu-tj/ish  the  annexed  correspondence. 

WILLIAM  H.  PERRY, 
GEORGE  UPPERMAN, 

(A  COPY.) 

Frederick,  Md.  27 th  March,  1837. 
Sir:  A felony  having  been  committed  at  Tal- 
bott’s hotel  in  this  city,  with  which  our  names 
have  been  unhappily  connected:  and  it  being \yn- 
derstood  that  you  are  prepared  when  properly  called 
upon  to  prefer  a charge  against  the  suspected  felon, 
we  feel  it  a solemn  duty  we  owe  to  the  public,  our 
friend's  and  ourselves  to  request  of  you  to  state 
whether  the  efforts  made  by  the  guilty  agent  to  at- 
tach suspicion  to  us  has  succeeded.  We  further 
desire  that  you  will  acquit  us  fully,  if  you  consider 
us  innocent,  or  charge  us  roundly,  if  you  entertain 
a shadow  of  suspicion;  that  we  may  instantly  de- 
mand a legal  investigation. 

The  constituted  authorities  having  failed  to  in- 
stitute the  necessary  inquiries  to  arrest  the  guilty, 
we  feel  impelled  to  call  upon  you  to  acquit  the  in- 
nocent.  Respectfully, 

WM.  H.  PERRY, 

GEORGE  UPPERMAN. 

Gen.  S.  M.  Edwards,  cashier  of  the  Leesburg  bank. 

Frederick,  March  29th,  1837. 

To  Messrs.  Wm.H.  Perry  and  George  Upperman: 
Gentlemen:  In  your  note  of  the  27th  inst.  you 
say  that  you  feel  it  a solemn  duty  you  owe  to  the 
public,  your  friends  and  yourselves,  to  request  of 
me  to  state  whether  the  efforts  tnade  by  the  guilty 
agent  to  attach  suspicion  to  you  in  relation  to  the 
felony  recently  committed  at  Talbott’s  hotel,  with 
which  you  say  your  names  have  been  unhappily 
connected,  have  succeeded — and  you  further  desire 
that  I will  acquit  you  fully  if  I consider  you  inno- 
cent, or  charge  you  roundly  if  I entertain  the  least 
shadow  of  suspicion,  that  you  may  instantly  de 
mand  a legal  investigation.  My  sense  of  justice, 
gentlemen,  impels  me  to  say  in  reply,  that  it  gives 
me  great  pleasure  to  assure  you,  that  no  effort  has 
been  made,  or  has  any  circumstances  transpired, 
and  no  fact  exists,  that  has  come  to  my  knowledge, 
that  leaves  upon  my  mind  the  slightest  “shadow  ol 
suspicion,”  that  you  are  guilty  of  this  feleny — so 
far  from  it  in  my  mind,  you  stand  fully  acquitted,  as 
I believe  you  do  in  the  opinion  of  the  enlightened 
community  of  this  place,  at  least  as  far  as  I have 
been  able  to  learn  it,  and  whose  sympathy,  as  well 
as  mine,  (in  my  opinion),  you  undoubtedly  have. 
Respectfully  yours, 

SAMUEL  M.  EDWARDS. 

Frederick,  March  29,  1837. 

Mr.  Editor:  Mr.  Talbot  has  called  my  atten- 
tion to  an  error  that  I have  no  doubt,  you  have  from 
inadvertancy  or  misapprehension  fallen  into,  in 
noticing  in  your  paper  of  this  morning  the  recent 
robbery  committed  at  his  house,  whieb,  in  justice  to  ■ 
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Mr.  Talbott,  I wish  you  to  correct.  You  state  that 
Mr.  Talbott  placed  my  saddlebags  on  the  shelf  in 
the  bar,  &c.  from  which  the  inference  may  be  na- 
turally drawn,  that  I delivered  them  to  Mr.  T.  when 
in  fact  they  were  placed  there  by  one  of  his  ser- 
vants, and  were  removed  thence  by  his  bar  keeper 
at  my  request  and  placed  in  the  desk.  Mr.  T.  was 
not'in  the  bar  or  bar  room  when  I arrived,  and  had 
no  knowledge  where  they  were  placed,,  I beiieve, 
until  I told  him  after  I had  dined.  1 have  known 
Mr.  Talbott  from  my  boyhood,  and  have  always 
entertained  the  opinion  of  him  that,  he  was  an 
honest  man;  that  opinion  i3  not  changed.  Mr.  T. 
has  suffered  much,  as  well  as  myself,  and  has  my 
most  unaffected  sympathy;  and  it  gives  me  pleasure 
to  say,  that  I have  no  cause  to  beiieve  for  a mo- 
ment that  either  Mr.  Talbott  or  his  bar  keeper  had 
any  thing  to  do  with  the  abstraction  of  the  money 
from  the  saddlebags,  but  that  both  are  entirely  in- 
nocent of  the  robbery  committed.  While  on  the 
subject,  permit  me  to  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  ten- 
der to  the  high  minded  citizens  of  your  city,  whose 
feelings  have  been  on  this  occasion  so  grossly  out- 
raged, my  most  sincere  and  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments, for  that  generous  sympathy  and  friendship, 
so  kindly  and  universally  manifested  to  a stranger, 
while  suffering  under  one  of  the  most  daring  out- 
rages ever  committed  in  a civilized  and  enlightened' 
society — to  their  indignant  feelings,  and  manly  ex- 
citement, and  active  exertions,  I feel  I owe  in  a 
great  measure  the  recovery  of  the  money.  I am, 
with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  M.  EDWARDS. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Examiner. 

The  Frederick  Herald  of  Saturday  last  contains 
the  annexed  address  from  Mr.  Edward  B.  McPher- 
son. 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

It  is  my  misfortune  to  have  been  recognized  to 
appear  and  answer  to  such  charges  as'may  he  legal- 
ly preferred  against  me,  at  the  next  cfcunty  court. 

I know  that  like  other  men,  I havejmy  enemies, 
open  and  secret,  hut  I had  hoped  that  none  were  so 
bitter  as  to  withhold  from  me  the  protection  of  that 
humane  and  just  principle  of  the  law  which  pre- 
sumes every  man  to  be  innocent  until  his  guilt  is 
proved.  And  I had  the  more  confidently  hoped 
this,  in  a case  when  the  imputation  is  of  so  grave  a 
character,  that  it  may  involve  in  its  consequences, 
not  only  my  own  destruction,  but  also  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  little  family 
that  surrounds  me.  I had  hoped  that  no  efforts 
would  be  made  to  prejudice  the  public  mind  against 
me  at  home  and  abroad,  by  false  reports,  by  news- 
paper publications,  and  by  that  most  insidious  of 
all  modes  of  attack,  by  shrugs  and  whispers — and 
thus  to  have  me  condemned  before  I can  be  heard. 

In  these  reasonable  hopes  I fear  that  I have  too 
much  ground  to  find  myself  mistaken.  Certain  in- 
dividuals, and  some  from  whom  I had  expected  bet- 
ter things,  have  made  it,  as  it  would  seem,  their  es- 
pecial business  to  fabricate  and  circulate  all  manner 
of  falsehoods  calculated  to  poison  and  prejudice  the 
public  mind  against  me,  and  thus,  if  presisted  in,  to 
drive  me  from  my  own  county  to  seek  and  secure 
an  impartial  hearing  amongst  strangers.  Such  a 
course  every  candid  man,  every  good  citizen  must 
admit  is  ungenerous,  unjust  and  cruel  in  the  ex- 
treme. And  it  is  this  course  that  has  compelled  me, 
in  justice  to  myself,  my  family  and  my  friends,  to 
make  this  appeal  to  the  public. 

It  is  true  that  I have  been  recognized  to  appear, 
but  it  is  equally  true  that  not  one  word  of  testimony 
was  head  in  my  behalf,  though  ready  to  be  offered, 
because  the  justice  was  of  opinion  that  the  charge 
being  made,  he  was  bound  to  commit  or  recognize. 
That  however  groundless  I might  prove  it,  unless  I 
could  also  prove  that  it  was  maliciously  made,  I 
could  not  be  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  entering 
into  the  recognizance.  And  this  necessity  which, 
under  peculiar  and  purely  accidental  circumstances, 
might  be  imposed  on  the  best  citizens  of  this  or  any 
other  community,  is  now  made  the  prolific  theme 
for  all  manner  of  false  and  uncharitable  surmises 
by  those  who  roll  slander  as  a delicious  morsel  un- 
der their  tongues.  All  that  I now  ask,  and  as  a 
citizen  I feel  that  it  is  my  right  to  ask  it  of  the  public 
here  and  elsewhere,  and  I hope  that  it  will  be 
arwarded  to  me,  is  the  suspension  of  their  opinion 
until  the  matter  has  been  fully  investigated  and  I 
have  been  heard,  when  I feel  confident  that  no  guilt 
will  or  can  be  affixed  to  my  name  in  the  judgment 
of  any  fair  and  impartial  mind.  Extend  to  me  the 
same  just  and  generous  feelings  that  you  would  ex- 
pect from  others,  if  placed  under  like  circumstances. 
What  is  my  case  to-day,  may  be  yours  to-morrow. 
No  man  is  so  perfectly  safe  that  some  shaft  of  ma- 
lice may  not  reach  and  wound  him.  And  remem- 
ber also,  that  however  innocent,  a grevious  and  ir- 
reparable injury  has  already  been  inflicted  on  me. 

edward  b.  McPherson. 


RATHBUN’S  TRIAL. 

From  the  New  York  Express,  April  10. 

Jury  not  agreed!  This  protracted  trial  has  at 
length  reached  a conclusion  for  the  present,  as  the 
jury  could  not  agree  upon  a verdict.  The  summing 
up  was  closed  at  five  o’clock  on  Monday  last,  when, 
alter  the  delivery  of  the  judge’s  charge,  the  case 
was  submitted  to  the  jury,  who  continued  together 
until  9 o’clock  Tuesday  morning,  at  which  hour  they 
came  into  court,  and  declared  their  inability  to 
.agree.  One  of  their  number  remarked  that  they 
could  not  determine  that  there  was  sufficient  evi- 
dence to  convict  the  prisoner.  At  the  request  of 
judge  Gardiner,  they  again  retired  for  the  purpose 
of  endeavoring  to  agree;  but  soon  returned  with  the 
same  report.  They  were  then  discharged. 

It  is  said  that  during  the  night  the  jury  were 
equally  divided.  In  the  morning,  before-their  first 
report,  they  stood  seven  for  acquittal,  and  five 
for  conviction.  On  retiring,  and  before  their  se- 
cond report,  il  was  remarXcU  by  one  oi  me  jury- 
men, that  nine  were  for  acquittal,  and  three  for  con- 
viction. A new  trial  must  of  course  follow.  The 
chai-ge  of  the  judge  was  decidedly  against  the  de- 
fence; and  yet  the  jury,  after  a deliberation  of  fif- 
teen hours,  did  not  agree  upon  a verdict. 

We  have  not  room  to  spread  the  whole  of  this 
report  before,  even  if  all  of  it  would  interest,  our 
readers.  Among  the  points  of  evidence  sustained, 
there  seems  to  be  the  following,  against  Rathbun. 
Thirty-two  letters  were  introduced  against  Rath- 
bun,  nine  of  which,  as  published  in  the  Buffalo  De- 
mocrat, establish  almost  the  certainty  that  he  was 
cognizant  of  the  forgeries.  It  was  proved  that  on 
the  5th  of  .August,  while  returning  from  Niagara 
■Fhlls,  ia  company  with  some  of  his  Buffalo  friends, 
th&  prisoner  confessed  his  Cognizance  of  the  forgeries. 
He,  however,  remarked  asja  palliation,  that  the  for- 
geries had  been  carried  on'fef  auch.alength  of  time, 
and  to  such  an  extent,  before  he  knew  of  their  ex- 
istence; that,  after  the  fact  came  to  his  knowledge, 
it  was  utterly'  impossible  ' for  him  tc  immediately 
call  iff  the  forged  paper.  ’It  was  therefore  Suffered 
to  continue  in  market,  with  the  hope  that  before  its 
character  should  be  discovered,  it  would  "be  all  si- 
lently called  in  and  destroyed.  Apparently  distract- 
ed with  his  multifarious  engagements,  and  frenzied 
with  the  apprehension  of  detection  before  such  a re- 
sult could  be  consummated,  he  was  running  to  eve- 
ry part  of  the  union,  and  Canada,  for  loans.  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island, 
Ohio,  Virginia  and  New  York  had  all  been  scoured 
for  facilities  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  his  business, 
pay  up  bis  debts,  and  relieve  his  conscience  from 
the  weight  of  guilt  which  his  connivance  at,  if  not 
his  participation  in,  these  forgeries,  threw  upon  it. 
Banks  were  purchased  in  Patterson  and  Granville, 
and  established  in  Canada,  to  secure  this  end.— 
Heavy  speculations  were  entered  into,  for  the  same 
purpose.  It  was  no  doubt  the  hope  of  realizing  im- 
mense profits  that  would  enable  him  to  take  up  his 
forged  paper,  that  the  Niagara  Falls  property  was 
purchased  and  sold. 

There  was  another  important  fact  developed.  It 
was  proved  that  Lyman  Rathbun  Howlett — a lad 
only  17,  and  nephew  of  the  brothers  Rathbun — 
could,  and  often  did,  make  perfect  imitations  of  B. 
Rathbun’s  handwriting;  and  also  signatures  of  gen- 
tlemen who  were  in  the  habit  of  endorsing  for  the 
prisoner.  The  object  of  this  testimony  is  very  evi- 
dent, and  it  had  effect  upon  the  minds  of  the  jury. 
Young  Howlett  wms  continually  under  the  eye  of 
L.  Rathbun.  He  kept  him  in  his  private  office — 
entrusted  to  him  the  most  important  business,  and 
made  him  an  inmate  of  his  own  family. 


MAIL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

From  the  Globe. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral, in  his  last  annual  report,  recommended  a re- 
duction of  postages,  equal  to  about  twenty  per  cent, 
on  the  entire  revenues  of  the  department.  Congress 
adjourned  without  taking  any  step  to  effect  a re- 
duction, and  left  the  department  with  an  accumu- 
lating surplus,  which,  at  the  end  of  the  present 
month  will  amount  to  about  $700,000  cash  in  bank. 

Believing  it  to  be  the  will  of  congress,  that  the 
whole  revenues  of  the  department  shall  be  devoted 
to  the  extension  and  improvement  of  the  mail  ser- 
vice, the  postmaster  general  has  applied  himself  to 
ascertain  how  and  where  this  surplus  can  be  most 
advantageously  expended.  The  advertisements,  is- 
sued from  time  to  timg,  have  shown  his  progress  in 
coming  to  conclusions,  and  not  the  least  important 
of  them  will  be  found  in  this  day’s  Globe. 

It  is  expected  that  the  rail  road  between  Balti- 
more and  Philadelphia  will  be  finished  as  far  as 
Wilmington,  Del.  before  the  first  of  July  next;  and 
it  is  desired  to  continue  over  that  road  to  Baltimore, 
connecting  with  Philadelphia  at  present  by  a steam- 


boat, the  two  mail  lines  now  run  daily  by  the  Cam* 
den  and  Amboy  rail  road  from  New  York  to  Phila- 
delphia. 

According  to  the  schedules  proposed,  travellers 
and  the  mails  may  leave  New'  York  at  6 o’clock  in 
the  morning,  and  arrive  in  Baltimore  by  9 o’clock 
in  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  Thence  they  may 
go  out  in  a steamboat  to  Norfolk  at  11  o’clock,  ar- 
riving there  at  5 o’clock  in  the  evening  of  the  same 
da}',  making  about  280  miles  in  35  hours.  Eight 
or  nine  hours  more  will  carry  them  to  Halifax,  N. 

C.  making  350  miles  in  about  48  hours. 

Or,  if  the  traveller  wishes  to  pass  along  the  in- 
land line,  he  may  go  to  Washington  by  the  rail  road  ■ 

from  Baltimore,  where  he  will  arrive  about  1 o’clock  | 

in  the  morning,  and  passing  on  by  the  steamboat  on  I 
the  Potomac,  and  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg 
rail  road,  may  be  in  Richmond,  Va.  by  6 in  the  1} 
evening,  being  about  36  hours  from  New  York. 
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to  leave  Baltimore  at  10  in  the  evening,  and  arrive 
in  Frederick,  Mu.  by  4 the  next  morning,  being  22 
hours  from  New  York.  Thence  he  will  pass  on 
west,  if  he  get  a passage  upon  the  mail  coach,  at 
the  rate  of  six  or  seven  miles  an  hour,  which  will 
take  him  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  a distance  of  about 
714  miles,  in  less  than  five  days  from  New  York. 

It  is  proposed  also  to  throw  the  travel  and  mails 
from  the  south,  south  west  and  west,  info  Baltimore 
early  in  the  morning,  so  that  they  may  be  in  Phila- 
delphia by  1,  afternoon,  and  in  New  York  by  9 or 
10  the  same  evening. 

These  arrangements,  if  effected,  will  so  facilitate 
travel,  and  lessen  the  expense  of  it,  that  the  num- 
ber of  travellers  will  be  greatly  increased,  much  to 
the  advantage  of  the  travelling  lines  and  the  cities 
through  which  they  pass.  They  will  equally  expe- 
dite the  great  mails,  and  will  supersede  the  express 
between  New  York  on  the  one  hand,  and  Halifax, 

N.  C.  Washington,  D.  C.  and  Frederick,  Md.  on 
the  other.  If,  as  some  think,  a speed  of  eight  or 
nine  miles  an  hour  can  be  obtained  on  the  turnpike 
and  national  roads  west,  it  may  supersede  the  ex- 
press as  far  as  Columbus,  Ohio. 

If,  however,  the  morning  and  evening  connection 
cannot  be  made  at  Baltimore  as  proposed,  and  the 
department  shall  be  obliged  to  connect  there  with 
the  second  line  about  midday,  travellers  will  be 
obliged  to  spend  a night  in  Philadelphia,  and  there 
will  be  a day  lost. 

It  has  been  seen  that  the  department  proposes  to  , 
expedite  the  great  mail  from  New  York  through  > 
Baltimore,  Wheeling  and  Columbus,  to  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  There  is  now  a steamboat  mail  daily  from 
Cincinnati  to  Louisville,  Kentucky.  It  is  proposed 
to  have  a daily  steamboat  mail  from  that  place  to 
New  Orleans,  and  a branch  to  St.  Louis  This  will 
complete  a great  daily  line,  through  the  interior  of 
the  country,  from  New'  York  to  New  Orleans. 

Attention  has  also  been  paid  to  the  security  of  the 
mails,  and  oi  their  contents,  while  on  the  way.  On 
all  the  great  mail  lines,  travellers  must  have  observ- 
ed that  the  mails,  and  especially  the  bags  of  news- 
papers, are  treated  with  very  little  ceremony.  On 
the  stage  lines,  they  are  brought  constantly  in  com- 
petition with  passengers,  and  when  the  question 
arises  w'hether  a passenger  or  newspaper  bag  shall  | 
be  left  behind,  the  decision  too  often  gives  a pre- 
ference to  the  passenger.  The  dumb  bag  has  no 
means  of  asserting  its  rights,  not  even  by  an  extra  * 
fee  to  the  carrier  or  agent.  All  experience  tends  to 
prove  that  these  bags  will  never  perform  their  jour- 
ney with  regularity,  until  it  shall  no  longer  be  in  'j 
the  power  of  the  carriers  to  leave  them  behind, 
without  leaving  the  whole  mail.  It  is  proposed, 
therefore,  to  carry  the  great  mails  on  all  the  princi- 
ple lines  in  vehicles  made  for  the  purpose,  into 
w'hich  they  shall  be  put  by  the  postmasters  at  the 
distributing  offices  and  locked  up,  the  carriers  being 
not  even  entrusted  with  a key.  The  small  mails 
for  intermediate  offices  only  will  be  placed  under 
their  control.* 

*The  following  is  the  advertisement  which  we 
publish  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned. 

Four  hundred  dollars  premium.  Premiums  of 
$200  each  will  be  paid  by  the  post  office  depart-  j 
ment  for  the  best  models  of  mail  wagons  or  coaches, 
embracing  the  following,  objects,  viz: 

1.  A vehicle  made  close,  strong  and  water-proof, 
the  inside  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  convey- 
ance of  the  United  States  mail  on  the  great  mail  , 
routes  into  which  the  whole  great  mail  passing  from 
one  distributing  office  to  another  may  be  put  and 
locked  up,  with  a box  readily  accessible  to  the  dri- 
ver, also  close,  strong  and  water-proof,  into  which 
the  w'ay  mails  may  be  put  and  locked  up.  Seats  to 
be  made  on  the  outside  sufficient  to  contain  four 
grown  persons,  and  no  more.  A preference  will  be 
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By  the  advertisement  for  premium  models  ol 
stage  wagons  or  coaches,  it  will  be  perceived  that 
two  descriptions  are  contemplated — one  for  the  pri- 
mary grade  of  routes  on  which  the  mails  are  nearly 
a load  for  an  ordinary  team — the  other  for  the  se- 
condary routes,  where  the  mails  constitute  some- 
thing like  half  a load.  On  the  former,  it  is  propos- 
ed to  admit  but  three  passengers,  and  them  on  the 
outside;  on  the  latter,  six  passengers,  to  be  carried 
in  a separate  apartment;  the  mails  in  both  cases  to 
be  secure  from  the  disposition  of  the  drivers  and 
stage  agents.  By  this  plan,  it  is  expected  not  only 
to  ensure  a more  regular  transmission  of  the  entire 
mails,  but  also  to  give  greater  security  to  corres- 
pondence and  remittances  of  money. 

If  the  plan  shall  meet  expectation  on  the  great 
western  line,  it  is  proposed,  in  convenient  time,  to 
introduce  it  upon  the  great  southern  line,  and  also 
upon  all  the  other  primary  and  secondary  stage 

It  is  the^pVlicy  ol^iie0Separtment  to  give  the  or- 
dinary mails  the  swiftness  of  expresses,  wherever 
and  whenever  it  may  be  practicable.  But  the  post- 
master general  thinks  that  when  he  can  send  the 
news  of  every  description,  and  the  business  letters 
of  the  country,  or  any  others  in  which  the  writers 
may  feel  a sufficient  interest  to  induce  them  to  pay 
the  necessary  expense,  much  faster  than  he  can 
those  mails,  it  is  his  duty  to  do  so.  Congress  sanc- 
tioned his  views  when  they  passed  the  law  autho- 
rising him  to  put  on  expresses  and  charge  treble 
postage  for  their  support. 

In  accordance  with  these  views,  and  the  law 
which  was  intended  to  reduce  them  to  practice,  the 
southern  express  mail  was  started  on  the  15th  Nov. 
last.  For  the  month  of  January  last,  the  post- 
ages on  letters  sent  and  received  by  this  mail  at  the 
post  offices  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore 
and  Washington,  after  making  all  proper  deductions, 
amounted  to  an  average  per  annum  of  $190,000. — 
The  whole  cost  of  the  mail,  after  all  deductions, 
will  not  exceed  $210,000  per  annum;  so  that  when 
it  had  run  hut  sixty  days,  the  revenue  produced  by 
it,  including  all  other  offices  on  the  line,  must  have 
been  nearly  or  quite  equal  to  its  cost. 

Encouraged  by  results,  the  department  has  now 
advertised  for  express  service  from  Washington, 
D.  C.  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.  and  from  Dayton,  Ohio, 
connecting  with  this  line,  through  Cincinnati,  Louis- 
ville, Nashville  and  Huntsville,  to  connect  with  the 
southern  line  at  Mongomery,  Ala.  it  being  expect- 
ed that  the  proposed  steamboat  mcU 
ville  to  New  Orleans  will  operate  as  an  express 
mail  through  the  Mississippi  region.  The  results 
of  the  express  lines  compared  with  the  present 
lines,  so  far  as  speed  is  concerned,  will  be  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 
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given  to  one  so  constructed  that  nothing  else  be- 
yond a few  pounds  of  baggage  can  be  carried  upon 

it. 

2.  A vehicle  embracing — 

An  apartment  sufficient  to  contain  six  passen- 
gers and  no  more. 

A separate  apartment  for  the  United  States  mail, 
made  close,  strong  and  water-proof,  into  which  the 
great  mail  may  be  put  and  locked  up. 

A box  readily  accessible  to  the  driver,  made  close, 
strong  and  water-proof,  into  which  the  way  mail 
may  be  put  and  locked  up. 

The  coach  must  be  so  constructed  as  not  to  admit 
of  carrying  any  thing  on  the  top  or  elsewhere,  other 
than  the  mails  and  six  passengers,  with  their  ordi- 
nary baggage.  _ 

The  models  need  be  of  a sufficient  size  only  to 
exhibit  clearly  the  manner  in  which  they  are  con- 
structed, and  illustrate  the  convenience,  strength 
and  capacity  of  vehicles  constructed  on  the  same 
plan. 

The  models  must  all  be  delivered  at  the  post  office 
department  by  the  20th  day  of  May  next,  and  the 
premium  will  be  awarded  on  the  1st  day  of  June. 

Whoever  presents  the  best  models  will  be  recom- 
mended to  the  patronage  of  the  contractors  whose 
bids  for  carrying  the  mails  in  carriages  of  that  de- 
scription may  be  accepted.  Amos  Ken  data. 

Post  office  department,  .April  10,  1837. 


Places  not  directly  on  the  line  will  avail  them- 
selves of  this  great  increase  of  speed,  by  marking 
their  letters  “express  mail,”  in  which  case  they 
will  be  sent  by  express,  when  they  reach  the  route 
on  which  it  is  carried. 

Experience  will  show  how  far  this  increased  ex- 
pedition will  be  beneficial  to  the  public,  and  to  that 
test  it  may  be  left.  As  to  expense,  it  is  not  doubt- 
ed that  the  whole  system  of  express  mails,  as  now 
advertised,  will,  when  in  full  operation,  support  it- 
self. Those  who  use  them  will  pay  for  them,  and 
the  printers  and  people  will  procure  the  gratuitous 
transportation  of  newspaper  slips  containing  the 
news  into  the  bargain. 

From  New  York  to  Boston,  the  steamboats  and 
rail  roads  alford  more  than  the  speed  of  an  express, 
and  from  Boston  to  Portland,  the  ordinary  mail 
runs  with  almost  as  great  a speed.  From  New 
York  to  Albany,  the  steamboats  give  more  than 
me  ajjccu  ui  ,ui  nnr;  f|1P  same  result  will 

soon  attend  the  rail  roads  between  Albany  and  Buf- 
falo. Many  improvements  are  proposed  in  the 
northern  and  middle  states;  but  the  field  for  such 
improvements  is  by  no  means  so  extensive  in  that 
quarter  as  it  is  in  the  south  and  west. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  various  rail  road  companies 
will  unite  with  the  department  in  forming  such  con- 
nections with  each  other  as  will  expedite  the  travel 
and  the  mails — a policy  which  will  conduce  more 
to  their  interest  than  that  of  the  government — a po- 
licy which  should  not  be  sacrificed  to  the  inconve- 
nience of  night  service,  or  any  merely  local  consi- 
derations. 


EXECUTIVE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SE- 
NATE. 

The  injunction  of  secrecy,  under  which  all  the 
proceedings  of  the  senate,  in  its  executive  capacity, 
are  transacted,  were  removed,  before  the  adjourn- 
ment, upon  the  following  proceedings  only  of  the 
senate,  in  which  some  of  our  readers  may  feel  an 
interest,  and  which  we  therefore  insert: 

[ National  Intelligencer. 

Executive  proceedings  of  the  senate  on  the  nomination 
of  William  Smith. 

In  senate  United  States,  March  -8,  1837. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  message  of  the  3d 
instant,  nominating  William  Smith  to  be  an  asso- 
ciate judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  reported. 

rue  senate  proceeaeu  io  consider  the  said  nomi- 
nation. 

On  the  question  to  advise  and  consent  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  William  Smith, 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  23, 
nays  18. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Black, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of 
the  senators  present,  v 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 

Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn, 
Morris,  Niles,  Parker,  Pierce,  Rives,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Tipton,  Walker, 
Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  Young. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay,  Clayton,  Critten- 
den, Davis,  Kent,  McKean,  Mouton,  „ Nicholas 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Smith,  of  Ind.  South- 
ard, Swift,  Webster,  White. 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  advise  and  consent  to 
the  appointment  of  William  Smith,  agreeably  to 
the  nomination. 

March  9,  1837. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Black, 

Resolved,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be  re- 
moved from  the  proceedings  on  the  nomination  of 
William  Smith. 

Executive  proceedings  of  the  senate  relative  to  the  in- 
vestment of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  Chickasaw 
lands  for  the  benefit  of  the  Chickasaw  Indians. 

In  senate  of  the  United  States,  March  3,  1837, 
Mr.  Walker  submitted  the  following  resolution. 
“Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  invest,  in  behalf 
of  the  Chickasaw  Indians,  the  money  that  may 
hereafter  arise  from  the  sale  of  lands  under  the 
treaty  concluded  at  Pontitoc,  October  20,  1832, 
and  at  Washington  city,  May  24,  1834,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  one  million  and  a half  of 
dollars,  in  the  stock  of  the  Alabama  and  Mississippi 
rail  road  company,  incorporated  February  9,  1836, 
on  the  following  terms  and  conditions: 

“1.  That  an  aggregate  of  two  million  and  a half 
of  the  stock  of  said  company  shall  have  been  first 
subscribed  by  individuals,  companies,  states  or  cor- 
porations. 


“2.  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  first 
be  satisfied  that  said  stock  would  probably  yield 
an  annual  dividend  of  at  least  five  per  cent,  per 
annum. 

“3.  That  a law  be  first  passed  by  the  legislature 
of  the  state  of  Mississippi,  guarantying  an  annual 
profit  from  said  stock  of  at  least  five  per  cent,  and 
the  redemption  of  the  principal. 

“4.  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  ad- 
vise and  consent  to  this  investment.” 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Sevier,  that  it  lie  on  the  table, 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  38, 
nays  3. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Walker, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of 
the  senators  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 

Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King,  of  Ala. 
King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Page,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Southard, 
Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tom- 
linson, Webster,  White,  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Messrs.  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Walker,  Wall. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Walker, 

Resolved,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be  re- 
moved from  the  foregoing  resolution  and  the  pro- 
ceedings thereon. 

ARMY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

GENERAL  ORDER  NO.  18. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army. 
Adjutant  general’s  office,  Washington,  April  1, 1837. 

I — Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  army 
since  the  1st  of  January,  1837. 

i — PROMOTIONS. 

First  regiment  of  dragoons. 

First  lieutenant  Thomas  Swords,  to  be  captain, 
3d  of  March,  1837;  vice  Van  Buren,  resigned. 

Second  lieutenant  Asbury  Uiy,  to  be  first  lieute- 
nant, 3d  of  March,  1837;  vice  Swords,  promoted. 
First  regiment  of  artillery. 

First  lieutenant  George  Nauman,  to  be  captain, 
4th  of  February,  1837;  vice  Mason,  deceased. 

Second  lieutenant  Charles  B.  Chalmers,  to  be 
first  lieutenant,  4th  of  February,  1837;  vice  Nau- 
man, promoted. 

cftscona  regiment,  uj  aruuery. 

First  lieutenant  Samuel  McKenzie,  to  be  captain, 
8th  of  February,  1837;  vice  Mellon,  deceased. 

Second  lieutenant  Horace  Brooks,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  8th  of  February,  1837;  vice  McKenzie, 
promoted. 

Third  regiment  of  artillery. 

Second  lieutenant  William  Wall,  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 16th  of  March,  1837;  vice  Newton,  de- 
ceased. 

Second  regiment  of  infantnj. 

First  lieutenant  Julius  J.  B.  Kingsbury,  to  be 
captain,  13th  of  February,  1837:  vice  Boynton,  de- 
ceased. 

Second  lieutenant  George  W.  Patten,  to  be  fir$t 
lieutenant,  13th  of  February,  1837;  vice  Kingsbury, 
promoted. 

Seventh  regiment  of  infantry. 

Second  lieutenant  Seneca  G.  Simmons,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  19th  of  January,  1837;  vice  Carter,  de- 
ceased. 

Bvt.  second  lieutenant  Robert  F.  Baker,  to  be 
second  lieutenant,  19th  January,  1837;  vice  Sim- 
mons, promoted,  (Bvt.  1st  July,  1836). 

II APPOINTMENTS. 

First  regiment  of  dragoons. 

Philip  Kearney,  of  the  state  of  New  York,  to  be 
second  lieutenant,  8th  March,  1837. 

First  regiment  of  artillery. 

William  E.  Aisquith,  of  Virginia,  late  second 
lieutenant  of  artillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  8th 
March,  1837. 

First  regiment  of  infantry. 

Richard  Bennett,  of  Maryland,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  9th  January,  1837. 

L.  D.  Cabanne,  of  Missouri,  to  be  second  lieute- 
nant, 8th  March,  1837. 

Second  regiment  of  infantry. 

William  Alburtis,  of  Virginia,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 8th  March,  1837. 

Charles  E.  Woodruff,  of  the  state  ot  New  York, 
to  be  second  lieutenant,  8th  March,  1837. 

Third  regiment  of  infantry. 

Wilmot  Martin,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  8th  March,  1837. 

Fifth  regiment  of  infantry. 

William  Root,  of  the  state  of  New  York,  to  be 
second  lieutenant,  8th  March,  1837. 

Daniel  H.  McPhail,  of  Maryland,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  8th  March,  1837. 
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John  Connor,  of  New  Hampshire,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  8th  March,  1837. 

Daniel  B.  Spencer,  of  Virginia,  to  be  military 
storekeeper,  purchasing  department,  8th  March, 
1837. 

Ill CASUALTIES ( .) 

Resignations — (3.) 

Captain— (1.) 

Abram  Van  Buren,  first  dragoons,  3d  March, 
1837. 

Second  lieutenants — (2.) 

Alexander  M.  Mitchell,  fourth  infantry,  25th 
March,  1837. 

Arnold  Harris,  seventh  infantry,  8th  March, 
1837. 

Deaths — (5.) 

Brevet  major  Milo  Mason,  first  artillery,  4th  Fe- 
bruary, 1837. 

* Captain  Charles  Mellon,  second  artillery,  8th 
February,  1S37. 

Brevet  major  Benjamin  A.  Boynton,  second  in- 
fantry, 13th  February,  1837. 

Brevet  captain  William  S.  Newton,  third  artil- 
lery, 16th  March,  1837. 

First  lieutenant  Lawrence  F.  Carter,  seventh  in- 
fantry, 19th  January,  1S37. 

II — The  officers  promoted  and  appointed  will  re- 
port accordingly,  and  join  their  proper  stations  and 
companies  without  delay. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  gene- 
ral commanding -in- chief:  R.  JONES,  adj’t  gen. 


GENERAL  JACKSON. 

From  the  Globe. 

By  private  letters  we  learn  that  the  late  presi- 
dent’s health  gradually  improved  throughout  his 
journey.  His  reception  among  his  neighbors  and 
triends  was  every  way  calculated  to  exhilarate  him, 
and  impart  that  happy  state  of  feeling  calculated  to 
aid  the  genial  climate  in  giving  him  a hearty  old 
age,  which  we  fondly  hope  will  reach  to  a period 
as  protracted  as  that  enjoyed  by  any  of  his  pre- 
decessors, after  laying  down  the  cares  of  the  pre- 
sidency. 

Dr.  Overton  welcomed  the  general,  in  the  midst 
of  his  fellow  citizens  of  Nashville,  in  an  eloquent 
address.  We  have  room  only  for  the  concluding 
paragraphs  and  the  reply. 

EXTRACT  OF  ADDRESS. 

The  full  expression  of  this  well  earned  homage, 
may,  we  are  sensible,  be  repressed  for  a season  of 
flitting  duration,  by  the  bitter  invectives  of  party 
demagogues,  or  me  noiseless,  yet  stilt  less  eiumUe 
champions  of  chartered  interests.  But  it  will  be 
repressed  only.  Time,  and  the  public  scrutiny,  those 
civil  and  faithful  arbiters  of  all  human  controver- 
sies, will  in  this  instance,  as  in  all  others,  not  fail 
in  the  execution  of  their  accustomed  office.  Their 
verdict  may  be  confidently  anticipated.  A sentiment 
of  honest  and  hearty  approbation  has  already  gone 
abroad  among  the  people,  has  stricken  deep  in  the 
bosom  of  the  patriotic  and  enlightened  of  our  coun- 
try, and  will  ultimately  break  forth,  with  fearful 
energy,  to  vindicate  the  rights,  and  assert  the  ma- 
jesty of  the  general  will;  of  which,  you  sir,  in  all 
stations,  have  been  the  faithful,  fearless  and  trium- 
phant advocate. 

In  the  name,  then,  of  that  majesty,  before  which 
you  have  so  often,  and  so  exclusively  bowed  with 
deference  and  respect,  we  greet  you  to  day,  with 
cordial  salutations;  and  commend  you  to  the  repose 
of  the  Hermitage  and  the  society  of  friends,  for 
that  happiness  and  future  exemption  from  the  in- 
fliction of  public  duties,  which  a life  sedulously  de- 
voted to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  your  coun- 
try, gives  you  an  unquestionable  title  to  possess 
and  enjoy, 

general  jackson’s  reply. 

Sir:  I receive  this  cheering  welcome  with  feel- 
ings of  which  it  would  be  vain  for  me  to  attempt 
an  expression.  It  has  been  one  of  my  most  fervent 
prayers  to  a kind  Providence  to  be  allowed  the 
privileges  of  retiring  to  the  walks  of  private  life, 
and  of  mingling  once  more  with  my  old  friends  and 
neighbors,  relieved  from  the  labors  of  the  great 
public  trust,  which  their  partiality  and  kindness 
contributed  in  a considerable  degree  to  impose  upon 
me.  About  to  enter  upon  the  enjoyment  of  these 
pleasures,  if  any  thing  could  impart  to  them  a 
greater  power  to  solace  the  evening  of  my  life,  it 
would  be  the  tribute  of  affection  and  confidence 
offered  on  this  occasion. 

Whilst  I cannot  hope  that  my  administration  of 
the  government  has  been  free  from  error,  I have 
the  consolation  of  knowing  that  no  measure  has 
been  undertaken  by  it,  which  had  its  origin  in  any 
other  than  an  honest  intention  to  subserve  the  pub- 

'Killed  in  the  action  with  the  Indians  on  Lake 
Monroe,  in  Florida. 


lie  interest.  That  many  of  its  measures  encoun- 
tered bitter  opposition  was  to  have  been  expected, 
and  was  scarcely  to  be  avoided,  considering  the 
nature  of'  our  institutions,  and  the  diversity  of  in- 
terests which  are  affected  by  the  operations  of  the 
federal  government.  In  all  the  contests  which  have 
grown  out  of  these  measures  I have  sought  no  sup- 
port beyond  the  unbiased  judgment  of  my  demo- 
cratic fellow  citizens,  and  have  indulged  no  other 
feeling  towards  those  who  have  honestly  differed 
with  me  in  opinion  than  that  of  regret  that  the  oc- 
casions for  doing  so  have  so  frequently  arisen.  The 
most,  if  not  all  of  these  prominent  measures  have 
been  maturely  considered  by  the  people,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  their  judgment,  whilst  it  determines 
the  direction  of  political  affairs,  will  also  allay  the 
excitement  produced  by  their  discussion. 

For  my  own  part,  sir,  though  sensible  in  the  try- 
ing events  to  which  you  have  alluded,  that  no  means 
have  been  spared  which  were  calculated  to  impair 

my  private  as  well  as  public  rho*-"-*- — , * .■ 

me  into  retirement  no  disposition  to  complain.  The 
recollection  of  the  injustice  done  to  me  is  lost  in  (he 
satisfaction  springing  from  the  conscientious  dis- 
charge of  my  duty,  and  from  the  many  evidences 
which  the  people  have  afforded  of  their  determina- 
tion never  to  allow"  personal  invective  or  factious 
abuse  to  lessen  the  weight  w'hich  is  due  to  import- 
ant public  principles  and  measures. 

I embrace  you,  sir,  and  those  in  whose  behalf 
you  have  addressed  me,  with  the  fervor  of  an  old 
friend,  who  is  anxious  to  renew  his  former  relations, 
and  to  manifest  in  the  walks  of  private  life,  how 
dearly  he  values  the  privilege  of  being  numbered 
with  you,  one  of  the  sovereign  people  of  free  and 
happy  America. 

THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  U.  STATES  AND 

THE  REPUBLICANS  OF  ALBANY,  N.  Y. 

Albany,  March  4th,  1837. 

To  Martin  Van  Buren,  president  of  the  U.  States: 

Sir:  Called  by  the  suffrages  of  the  nation  to  pre- 
side over  its  destinies,  and  to  discharge  those  ardu- 
ous and  responsible  duties,  which  have  occupied 
the  minds  and  employed  the  energies  of  your  illus- 
trious predecessors,  we  cannot,  on  so  important  and 
interesting  an  occasion,  refrain  from  expressing  to 
you  our  satisfaction  at  the  auspicious  event;  and 
offering  you  our  sincere  congratulations  on  your 
election  to  the  first  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 
In  the  full  enjoyment  of  your  intellectual  faculties, 
and  in  the  full  vigor  of  your  physical  powers,  we 

behold  you  La  a sfatinn  nrhlV)!  ici  oonoojoj 

to  be  the  highest  reward  which  the  most  eminent 
virtue  can  claim,  and  the  noblest  prize  to  which  the 
loftiest  ambition  can  aspire.  Whilst  you  resided 
amongst  us,  we  witnessed  and  admired  the  stability 
of  your  principles  and  the  suavity  of  your  manners, 
united  with  the  most  decided  courage  and  constancy 
in  our  cause;  w'hich  won  for  j7ou  the  admiration  and 
affection  of  your  friends,  and  the  respect  of  your 
enemies.  During  a long  course  of  public  and  pro- 
fessional services  in  your  native  state,  you  contri- 
buted to  establish  our  institutions  on  sound  and 
safe  principles;  and  your  labors  have  been  rewarded 
with  the  approbation  of  the  present,  and  we  trust, 
will  receive  the  applause  of  future  generations. 
Entering  upon  a new  theatre  of  action,  and  com- 
mencing a new  career  of  usefulness,  possessing 
virtue  to  adorn,  and  talents  to  fill  the  place  you 
occupy,  we^look  forward  with  pleasure  to  the  lustre 
that  will  be  shed,  and  the  blessings  that  will  be 
conferred  on  the  nation,  by  the  prudent  exercise  of 
those  extensive  acquirements  and  shining  abilities 
for  which  you  are  distinguished.  Having  acquir- 
ed, by  a public  life  of  unusual  industry,  activity 
and  study,  a profound  knowledge  of  our  system  of 
government,  and  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
interests  and  wants  of  the  people;  and  having  con- 
stantly manifested  a sacred  regard  for  their  rights 
and  a prompt  and  willing  obedience  to  their  wishes, 
it  is  not  flattery  to  say,  that  you  have  attained  the 
most  eminent  parts  of  wisdom,  and  possess  the 
highest  qualification  for  office.  In  these  elements 
of  a great,  and  in  these  attributes  of  a good  cha- 
racter, we  have  the  surest  pledge,  that  under  your 
administration  the  constitution  will  be  wisely  in- 
terpreted and  faithfully  administered — the  supre- 
macy of  the  laws  maintained — the  rights  of  the 
people  protected,  and  their  moral,  intellectual  and 
physical  condition  improved;  the  peace,  prosperity 
and  harmony  of  the  union  greatly  promoted,  and 
the  glory  of  the  nation  exceedingly  enhanced.  We 
cannot  conclude  without  expressing  to  you,  in- 
dividually, and  on  behalf  of  those  we  represent, 
our  unfeigned  and  fervent  wishes  that  your  life 
and  health  may  long  be  preserved;  your  hopes  rea- 
lized, and  all  the  plans  which  you  may  form  for 
the  public  welfare,  under  the  blessing  of  Provi- 
dence, may  be  successful;  and  that  your  fame  may 
endure  as  long  as  this  nation  and  its  language  shall 


last,  is  the  sincere  desire  of  your  friends,  fellow 
citizens,  and  members  of  the  republican  general 
committee  of  the  city  of  Albany. 

Peter  Wendell,  William  L.  Osborn, 

Anthony  Blanchard,  Peter  C.  Doyle, 

Wm.  Spencer,  James  Gibbons, 

Andrew  J.  Colvin,  IF.  Gillespie, 

George  Warren,  Stephen  V.  R.  Ableman, 

Cornelius  Vanderbelt,  Henry  Duscnbury, 

Benoni  C.  Allen,  IS.  S.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Wm.  I.  Winne,  J.  Lansing, 

William  Hendrickson,  R.  J.  Hilton, 

Henry  Bra'tt,  Asa  Fassett, 

Wm.  Froment,  John  C.  Yates, 

George  Guardinicr,  Frastus  Miller, 

C.  A.  Ten  Eyck,  Peter  Carmichael, 

Lewis  Farnhum,  G.  W.  Ryckman, 

Jas.  A.  Buckbce,  Edward  Livingston, 

George  Vance,  jr.  Thomas  Silsby, 

Calvin  Pepper,  Philo  K.  Cole, 

T„l,m  Porn'  James  A n Pytnnm. 

Harman  V.  Hart,  John  1.  Burton, 

Thomas  Lee,  Hiram  Perry. 

Thomas  Gough, 

Washington,  March  17,  1837. 
Gentlemen:  I have  received  with  great  sensibility 
the  congratulations,  which  for  yourselves,  and  the 
republicans  of  Albany,  you  have  been  pleased  to 
convey  to  me. 

If  I could  require  evidence  of  the  warmth  of  your 
attachment  beyond  the  many'acts  of  political  and 
personal  friendship  by  which  our  intercourse  has 
hitherto  been  distinguished,  I should  find  it  in  the 
ardent  and  eloquent  assurances  of  your  present 
communication. 

The  testimonials  of  regard  and  confidence  which  I 
have  received  from  my  fellow  citizens  in  different 
and  remote  quarters  of  the  union,  have  excited  in 
me  the  liveliest  emotions  of  gratitude;  but  there  can 
be  no  more  pleasing  rdward  for  public  services,  than 
the  approbation  of  those  who  have  been  for  many 
years  the  daily  witnesses  of  ones  actions.  It  is  in 
this  respect,  gentlemen,  that  I prize  so  highly  the 
testimony  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  bear  to 
the  integrity  and  usefulness  of  my  public  life.  I do 
not  conceal  from  myself  the  extent  to  w:bich  indivi- 
dual partiality  and  good  feeling  have  contributed  to 
the  flattering  estimate  which  you  have  formed  of 
the  result  of  my  political  career;  but  I am  persuaded 
that  you  confide  in  the  honesty  of  my  motives,  and 
in  the  sincerity  of  my  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the 
Bo  ctjcuvoU  that"  nothiru£  wbicJl  it  10  with- 
in my  power  to  accomplish,  shall  be  wanting  to  jus- 
tify that  confidence.  Although  I know  that  I can- 
not merit  the  full  measure  of  honor  which  my  coun- 
trymen have  bestowed  upon  me,  I will  so  much  the 
more  earnestly  devote  myself  to  their  service,  and  I 
am  encouraged,  in  no  small  degree,  to  persevere  in 
that  service,  by  the  assurence  that  my  efforts  will 
be  sustained  and  promoted  by  my  democratic  friends 
of  Albany. 

Accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  solicitude 
which  you  express  for  my  individual  happiness,  and 
be  assured  that  it  is  cordially  reciprocated. 

I am,  very  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  ser- 
vant, M.  VANBUREN. 

To  Messrs.  Peter  Wendell,  B.  S.  Van  Rensselaer. 
Anthony  Blanchard,  J Lansing  and  others,  mem- 
bers of  the  republican  general  committee  of  the 
city  of  Albany. 

VETO  MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  OF 
PENNSYLVANIA, 

On  returning  the  hill  making  appropriations  to  the 
improvement  system;  giving  his  reasons  for  re- 
fusing his  signature  thereto. 

To  the  speaker  and  members 

of  the  house  of  representatives: 

Gentlemen:  I return  the  bill  entitled  “an  act 
further  to  continue  and  promote  the  improvements 
of  the  state.” 

I regret  to  be  obliged  to  wilhhold  the  executive 
approbation  from  an  act  which  involves  no  question 
of  constitutional  right.  Nothing  but  a firm  belief 
that  the  best  interests  of  the  whole  state  demand  it, 
could  induce  me  to  do  so.  This  reluctance  is  in- 
creased when  duty  requires  the  disapproval  of  a 
bill  for  continuing  the  internal  improvements  of 
the  state.  Could  I believe  that  the  measure  was 
calculated  to  hasten  the  completion  and  promote 
the  usefulness  of  those  works,  it  would  receive  iny 
sanction  without  reference  to  the  amount  of  money 
appropriated.  True  economy  demands  that  the 
main  lines  of  our  canals  and  railways,  now  under 
contract  or  partially  completed,  shall  he  pushed  on 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  to  the  points  of  their 
original  destination.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
bill  is  calculated  materially  to  retard  their  progress, 
by  dissipating  the  funds  of  the  commonwealth  upon 
a great  variety  of  objects,  which,  however  merito- 
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,ioua  in  themselves,  and  interesting  as  local  im- 
provements, are  not  part  of  the  main  lines,  but  lay 
the  foundation  for  a vast  increase  of  public  debt. — 
The  bill  contains  the  following  items: 

1. — Appropriations  to  stale  works. 

Erie  canal,  $-100,000 

North  Branch  canal,  400,000 

AVest  Branch  canal,  from  Tangascootaclc 
to  Sinnemahoning,  100,000 

Canal  from  Kittanning  to  the  mouth  of 

the  Kiskiminetas,  75,000 

Inclined  plane  at  Columbia,  _ 87,500 

AVest  Branch  canal,  Tangascootack  line,  33,943 

Gettysburg!!  extension  of  the  Columbia 
rail  road,  150,000 

Reservoirs  at  Hollidaysburgh  and  Johns- 
town, 25,000 

Marietta  extension  of  the  Columbia  rail 
road,  40,000 

Survey,  to  avoid  the  portage  inclined 
planes,  5,000 

Shaver's  Creek  feeder,  5,000 

Outlet  lock  at  Duncan’s  island,  10,000 

TT1  • _ l: r 41.  „ AT Al.  T5 ~ Vi 

from  Nanticoke  to  Lackawana,  500 

To  commence  Wiconisco  feeder,  20,000 

Culbusll  feeder,  Dalaware  canal,  30,000 

Outlet  lock  at  New  Hope,  3,000 

Bristol  and  Philadelphia  steam  tow  boat,  7,000 

Survey  to  avoid  Schuylkill  inclined  plane,  5,000 

2. — Subscriptions  of  stock  to  company  ca- 
nals and  rail  roads.  * 

Danville  and  Pottsville  rail  road,  150,000 

Bald  Eagle  and  Spring  Creek  navigation,  70,000 
Cumberland  Valley  rail  road,  140,000 

Monongahela  navigation,  85,000 

Pittsburgh  and  Laughliristown  rail  road 

(when  incorporated),  140,000 

Beaver  and  Conneaut  rail  road,  60,000 

Franklin  rail  road,  40,000 

Lewisburgh,  Penn’s  Valley  and  Holli- 
daysburgh rail  road,  50,000 

Chester  and  Delaware  rail  road,  20,000 

Codorus  navigation,  20,000 

Norristown  and  Valley,  or  AVest  Phila- 
delphia rail  road,  if  either  be  adopted 
by  the  state,  to  avoid  the  inclined  plane 
at  Schuylkill,  120,000 

Union  canal  company,  400,000 

3. — Surveys  for  rail  roads. 

From  Chambersburgh  to  Pittsburgh,  by 
Laughlinstown  and  Ligonier  valley; 
and  from  Harrisburgh,  by  the  valley  of 
the  Juniata,  to  Pittsburgh,  12,000 

From  the  state  line,  in  Susquehannah 
county,  by  the  mouth  of  Tunkhannock 
to  the  Nanticoke  dam,  2,000 

From  the  town  of  Franklin  to  Erie,  2,000 

From  AVest  Chester  towards  Port  Deposit,  1,500 

4.  — Subscriptions  to  turnpike  companies. 

Pittsburgh  and  Butler,  5,000 

Butler  and  Mercer,  5,000 

Butler  and  Freeport,  5,000 

Brovvnington,  Harrisville  and  Franklin, 

(when  incorporated),  5,000 

Perkiomen  and  Reacting,  15,000 

Downingtown,  Ephrata  and  Harrisburgh,  6,000 
Sugar  Grove  and  Union,  3,000 

Washington  and  AVilliarasport,  10,000 

AArarren  and  Franklin,  5,000 

Bedford  and  Hollidaysburgh,  10,000 

Susquehannah  and  Waterford,  1,000 

AVashington  and  Pittsburgh,  25,000 

AVashington  and  AVest  Middleton,  10,000 

Susquehannah  and  Tioga,  8,000 

Mercer  and  Meadville,  5,000 

Ebensburgh  and  Indiana,  5,000 

Birmingham  and  Elizabethtown,  10,000 

Pittsburgh,  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’,  5,000 

York  Haven  and  Harrisburgh  bridge,  6,000 

Armstrong  and  Clearfield,  - 5,000 

Armagh  and  Johnstown,  2,000 

Harrisburgh,  Carlisle  and  Chambersburgh,  20,000 
Willow  Grove  and  Doylestown,  (when  in- 
corporated), 10,000 

Somerset  and  Johnstown,  4,000 

Somerset  and  Cumberland  road,  4,000 

5.  — Subscriptions  to  bridge  companies. 

Monongahela  at  AVilliamsport,  10,000 

Jersey  Shore,  5,000 

Tunkhannock,  8,000 

Saltsburgh,  4,000 

Shanon,  5,000 

Elizabethtown,  10,000 

6. — Appropriations  to  state  roads. 

Saltsburgh  and  CurwensVille,  3,000 

East  and  AVest,  13,000 

Franklin  and  Butler,  10,000 

Pittsburgh  and  Beaver,  10,000 

Pittsburgh  and  Brownington,  5,000 

Butler  and  New  Castle,  5,000 


Waynesburgh  and  Cumberland  road, 
Kiskiminetas  and  Virginia  line, 
Robbstown,  Brownsville  and  Wrginia  line 
Steen’s  tavern  and  Connellsvillc, 
AVaynesburgh  and  Virginia  line, 
Monongahela  bridge  and  Arirginia  line, 
Greensburgh  and  AArest  Alexandria, 
Monongahela  bridge  and  Uniontown, 
A'irginia  line  and  Monroe, 

White  Horse  tavern  and  Virginia  line, 


4,000 

4.000 
300 
500 

2.000 

3.000 

2.000 
3,000 

3.000 

6.000 


Of  which  the  amount  of  appropriations 

to  state  works  is  $1,396,943 

Subscriptions  to  company  canals  and  rail 
roads!  1 ,293,000 

Appropriations  forsurveys  for  new  works,  17,500 
Subscriptions  to  turnpike  companies,  189,000 

Subscriptions  to  bridge  companies,  42,000 

Appropriations  to  state  roads,  81,500 


Total  of  appropriations  and  subscriptions  $3,031,943 

I cannot  sign  this  bill  for  the  following  reasons: 
Because, 

lof  T+o  iTvo!"  lo  U.o  livni  Oi  cv  groat 

portion  of  the  present  resources  of  the  Common- 
wealth, among  works  not  owned  by  the  state,  and 
its  consequent  withdrawal  from  the  future  prosecu- 
tion of  the  public  works,  and  from  the  present  de- 
crease of  the  state  debt. 

2d.  It  bestows  on  capitalists  and  speculators, 
the  money  which  is  the  property  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple, thereby  enriching  individuals  and  sections,  to 
the  injury  of  the  rest  of  the  community. 

3d.  It  not  only  thus  fritters  away  the  means  which 
should  now  be  otherwise  applied,  but,  by  enabling 
the  companies  Who  are  the  recipients  of  its  libera- 
lity, to  commence  and  prosecute  works  which  they 
will  not  be  able  to  complete,  it  embarks  the  state 
so  far  in  those  works,  that  she  will,  at  no  distant 
day,  be  compelled  to  increase  her  present  debt  for 
the  purpose  of  finishing  them,  or  lose  what  is  now 
proposed  to  be  given. 

4th.  It  will  inevitably  increase  the  state  debt  in 
four  years  to  $45,009,000,  as  will  appear  by  the  fol- 
lowing short  statement: 

The  Erie  extension  of  the  main  line  will 

cost  $3,000,000 

The  North  Branch  extension  3,000,000 

The  Gettysburgh  rail  road  1,300,000 

Tangascootack  and  Sinnemahoning  canal  1,000,000 


AVest  Branch  and  Allegheny  canal 
Red  Bank  and  Franklin  canal 
Red  Bank  and  Freeport 
AVisconisco  feeder 

Avoiding  inclined  planes  on  Columbia 
rail  road 


Total  to  complete  state  works  $16,200,000 

The  company  works  commenced  by  this  bill,  will 
cost  as  follows: 

Freeport  and  New  Castle  rail  road,*  $1,600,000 

Pittsburgh  and  Laughlinstown  rail  road,  1,500,000 

Chambersburgh  and  Laughiinstown  rail 
road,  (which  must  be  constructed  to 
complete  the  connexion),  3,000,000 

Lewisburgh,  Penn’s  valley  and  Holli- 
daysburgh rail  road,  2,500,000 

Beaver  and  Conneaut  rail  road,  460,000 


Total  to  complete  company  works, 


Of  this  last  sum,  before  the  different 
works  are  completed,  the  state  will, 
beyond  a doubt,  be  compelled  to  ad- 
vance not  less  than  one-half,  or  else 
lose  the  whole,  say  $4,530,000 

To  which  add  the  above  cost  of  state 
works,  16,200,000 


Making  of  debt  wdiich  this  bill  will  pro- 
duce, $20,730,000 

To  which  add  the  present  state  debt,  24,330,000 


Total  debt  which  will  exist  when  the 
system  contemplated  by  this  bill  is 
completed,  $45,060,000 

It  is  presumed  that  the  above  estimates,  if  they 
should  vary  from  the  actual  cost  of  the  works,  wiil 
be  found  to  fall  below  rather  than  exceed  it.  They 
are  all  derived  from  the  reports  of  engineers,  which 
are  found  in  most  cases  to  be  far  short  of  the  ulti- 

*Note.  Owing  to  the  haste  in  which  the  bill 
was  necessarily  examined,  this  work  was  included 
in  the  list  of  company  works  authorised  to  be  com- 
menced by  the  bill.  It  was  not  contained  in  the 
bill  as  it  passed  the  two  houses,  and  the  appropria- 
tion is  therefore  to  be  deducted  from  the  amount  of 
money  intended  to  be  given  to  companies.  This 
will  reduce  the  estimated  amount  of  debt  in  1841, 
to  $43,520,000. 


mate  expense — or  from  a comparison  with  the 
known  cost  of  similar  works. 

If  it  should  be  objected  to  this  calculation,  that 
part  of  the  above  cost  of  state  works  has  either 
been  already  incurred,  or  is  provided  for  in  this  bill, 
and  therefore  should  not  be  included — the  reply  is, 
that  the  portion  already  laid  out  will  not  in  all  pro- 
bability, be  equal  to  one-fourth  of  the  amount  which 
their  actual  expense  will  exceed  their  estimated 
cost;  and  that  the  proportion  provided  for  by  this 
bill,  is  borroived  money — or  at  least  such  as  the  state 
may,  before  long,  be  called  on  to  repay.  It  may 
therefore  be  fairly  assumed,  as  a calculation  with- 
in bounds,  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  will  cause 
an  addition  of  twenty-one  millions  of  dollars  to 
our  present  debt  of  about  tvventy-lour  millions — 
makin©-  a gross  debt,  at  a date  no  more  remote  than 
1841,  of  FORTY-FIVE  MILLIONS.  I am  not 
prepared  to  sanction  this,  nor  to  become  an  agent 
in  saddling  such  an  incumbrance  upon  the  farms  and 
industry  of  Pennsylvania. 

5th.  If  this  bill  and  the  other  proposed  measures 
of  the  legislature  become  laws,  the  state  will  be 
left  without  a single  dollar  of  unappropriated  mo- 
ney in  her  treasury,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session: — Though  the  last  legislature  reple- 
nished the  public  coders,  with  near  four  millions, 
and  the  present  has  received  a like  sum — your  suc- 
cessors will,  nevertheless,  be  compelled  either  to 
abandon  the  prosecution  of  the  public  works,  or  to 
borrow  money  to  carry  them  on,  and  pay  interest 
on  the  debt.  No  aid  is  to  be  calculated  on  from 
the  national  treasury.  On  the  contrary,  care  should 
be  taken  to  keep  the  state  in  a condition  to  meet 
any  demands  for  repayment,  which  may  be  made 
on  her  from  that  quarter. 

6th.  It  seems  to  be  a total  departure  from  our 
true  policy.  That  policy  is  to  husband  our  means 
forthe  present,  and,  while  we  push  on  our  unpro- 
ductive public  works  with  all  prudent  speed,  to  a 
state  of  profitable  completion,  to  apply  the  balance 
to  the  reduction  of  the  state  debt/  If  this  course 
be  pursued,  only  for  two  years,  the  expenditure  of 
the  commonwealth  will  be  brought  so  far  with- 
in her  income,  that  afterwards,  the  mere  excess  of 
her  receipts  will  enable  her  to  undertake  and  com- 
plete, without  embarrassment,  works  of  any  mag- 
nitude. But  if,  onjdie  other  hand,  the  i'ncoirie, 
however  large,  is  constantly  kept  bc-lovv  the  amount 
of  expenditure — her  apparent  riches  will  only  in- 
crease her  real  difficulties. 

7th.  Its  passage  will  have  a most  disastrous  ef- 
fect on  our  present  undertakings.  Li  consequence 
of  the  rise  in  the  price  of  labor  and  provisions  with- 
in the  last  two  years,  and  of  the  amount  of  work 
commenced  in  other  states,  the  expense  of  con- 
structing public  improvements  has  increased  fully 
50  per  cent.  If  the  present  bill  puss,  the  large 
amount  of  work  authorised  by  it,  will  have  an  ad- 
ditional effect  of  the  same  kind,  and  will  cause 
every  contract  in  the  commonwealth  to  be  thrown 
up,  and  re-let  at  an  advance  of  not  less  than  50  per 
cent,  over  the  prices  of  last  year.  This  is  a grave 
consideration.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  while 
the  amount  of  public  burthen  is  increased  by  this 
kind  of  legislation,  the  amount  of  means  to  sustain 
it  remains  the  same;  and  that  a million  of  delit 
must  be  paid  with,  a million  of  dollars,  whether 
that  debt  is  due  for  the  construction  of  sixty  miles  of 
canal,  or  twenty. 

8th.  Not  only  will  its  consequences  be  injurious 
to  the  finances,  but  to  the  morals  of  the  state.  The 
bare  probability  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  has  already 
unsettled  the  condition  of  whole  sections  cl't  he  state, 
and  has  given  a new  stimulus  to  the  over  excited  spi- 
rit of  speculation.  If  this  state  of  things  be  fomented 
and  continued,  there  is  no  limit  to  the  injury  which 
may  result.  While  the  gambling  spirit  of  specula- 
tion is  confined  to  the  large  towns,  society  may 
bear  it  without  material  detriment;  but  if  it  once 
infect  and  derange  the  productive  industry  of  the 
country,  the  public  prosperity  will  be  shattered  in 
its  very  elements.  If  the  mania  which  now  rages 
among  those  who  speculate  in  the  surplus  properly 
of  the  country,  once  seize  those  who  alone  render 
property  valuable,  there  is  an  end  to  ail  hope  of  con- 
tinued prosperity.  I fear  that  such  will  be  the  ten- 
dency of  the  legislation  proposed  in  the  present  bill. 

A few  persons  fortunately  located  or  circumstanced 
will  be  unduly  and  immensely  benefited.  The 
mass  will  either  become  dissatisfied,  or  embark  in  a 
vain  attempt  to  achieve  like  good  fortune.  AAHiile 
all  are  thus  engaged  murmuring  or  hoping  at  the 
lottery  door  of  fortune,  the  plough  of  industry  will 
stand  idle  in  the  furrow.  - 

9th.  Its  signature  would  be  a violation  of  every 
principle  and  pledge  connected  with  (he  financial 
affairs  of  the  commonwealth,  upon  the  faith  of 
which  the  administration  was  entrusted  to  my  dis- 
cretion by  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania.  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  measures  of  government  should  vary 
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■with  the  necessities  of  the  times,  always  keeping 
the  great  land  marks  of  right  in  view.  But  when, 
as  in  the  present  case,  no  change  of  circumstances 
takes  place  sufficient  to  render  a change  of  practice 
necessary,  the  promises  and  pledges,  both  expressed 
and  implied,  of  a public  agent,  whether  made  by 
himself  or  his  friends,  should  be  kept  with  the  same 
good  faith  as-4hose  of  a private  citizen. 

Two  of  the  objects  contended  for  by  those  who 
selected  me  to  administer  the  executive  functions  of 
the  government,  were,  ihe  decrease  of  the  state  debt, 
and  the  vigorous  prosecution  and  early  completion  of 
ihe  public  works  of  the  commonwealth.  Both  will 
either  be  defeated  or  retarded  by  the  present  bill  if 
it  become  a law. 

When  such  a state  of  things  is  produced,  the 
path  oi  duty  is  plain.  Although  the  veto  power 
should  be  cautiously  used  when  no  constitutional 
scruples  exist,  yet  cases  like  the  present,  of  mere 
pecuniary  expediency,  will  arise,  affecting  so  deep- 
ly the  paramount  interests  of  the  state,  as  impera- 
tively to  demand  its  exercise.  If  my  fears  are  cor- 
rect as  to  the  great  increase  of  the  state  debt,  of 
which  this  bill,  if  passed,  will  be  the  parent,  I 
should  feel  it  to  be  an  abandonment  of  duty  to  the 
people,  were  I to  omit  any  constitutional  means  to 
arrest  it.  Our  enormous  public  debt  must  have  a 
tendency  to  retard  the  increase  of  our  population 
and  productive  industry,  if  not  to  diminish  them. 
Although  such  debt  is  not  in  form  a judgment  upon 
the  property  of  the  people,  yet  in  effect  it  is  an 
absolute  lien.  The  faith  and  the  property  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  of  every  citizen  in  it,  are 
pledged  for  its  redemption.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
lands  of  a community  encumbered  with  a lien  of 
fifty  or  an  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  are  worth 
less  than  the  unencumbered  property  of  other  states. 
Hence,  if  the  amount  of  debt  be  increased  beyond 
the  common  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  un- 
dertakings that  produced  it,  it  is  plain  that  prudent 
men  will  be  unwilling  to  purchase  and  hold  pro- 
perty which  must  remain  subject  to  its  repayment. 
Such  encumbrance  must  finally  and  unavoidably 
rest  upon  the  most  meritorious  class  of  people — the 
farmers  and  mechanics.  Capitalists  and  traders 
may  easily  withdraw  their  transitory  means  from 
our  jurisdiction,  when  the  day  of  taxation  shali  ar- 
rive; hut  the  lands  and  buildings  of  the  mechanic, 
manufacturer  and  farmer,  admit  of  no  removal.— 
They  must  endure  the  whole  burthens  which-hasty 
legislation  may  impose  upon  the  community. 

If  this  bill  is  intended  as  a distribution  of  our 
portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  among  the  people,  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  unequal  and  unjust.  The  sums 
appropriated  to  the  different  parts  of  the  state  bear 
no  proportion  to  their  populations  or  taxable  pro- 
perty. But  if  it  should  become  necessary  to  re- 
turn this  deposite  to  the  general  government,  it 
must  be  raised  by  taxation  upon  all  without  excep- 
tion. And  yet  ail  equitable  application  of  it  may 
he  made  for  the  equal  benefit  of  every  citizen  of 
the  commonwealth,  without  an  actual  distribution 
among  the  taxable  citizens.  If  appropriated  to 
those  works  of  internal  improvement  which  the 
state  has  already  authorised  and  pledged  her  faith 
to  complete;  or  if  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the 
state  debt  already  contracted,  or  set  apart  for  com- 
mon school  purposes,  every  citizen  would  have  a 
direct  interest  in,  and  derive  immediate  advantage 
from  it.  But  no  such  equality  is  contemplated  by 
the  provisions  of  this  bill. 

I regret  exceedingly  that  many  valuable  provi- 
sions are  connected  with  the  objectionable  portions 
of  the  bill,  in  such  a manner  as  to  impose  upon  me 
the  necessity  of  returning  the  whole.  The  ap- 
propriations to  the  commonwealth’s  canals  and  rail 
roads  and  to  some  of  the  turnpikes,  if  they  stood 
alone,  would  be  most  willingly  approved;  but  ac- 
companied as  they  are,  it  is  impossible.  Permit 
' me  once  more  respectfully  to  remark,  that  this  prac- 
tice of  combining  in  the  same  bill  subjects  distinct 
and  dissimilar  in  their  nature  and  merits,  is  ex- 
tremely embarrassing  to  the  executive,  and  highly 
injurious  to  the  public  interests. 

There  is  a glorious  future  of  prosperity  before  us, 
if  we  do  not  prevent  its  arrival  by  embarrassing  the 
present.  The  times  are  unpropitious  for  specula- 
tion, either  by  individuals  or  states.  The  project 
under  consideration  is  a risk  of  this  kind.  It  is  the 
hazarding  of  money  which  should  be  otherwise  ap- 
plied, on  the  mere  contingency  of  the  continuance 
of  the  present  state  of  trade  and  commerce,  at  a 
moment  when  every  mail  brings  fearlul  proof  of 
the  instability  of  both.  It  is  the  adventuring  of  all 
the  means  of  the  commonwealth,  on  the  hare  hope 
that  the  same  fortunate  circumstances  which  so  re- 
cently filled  her  treasury,  will  again  occur.  It 
concerns  us  nearly  to  consider  all  the  chances  of 
such  an  event,  before  we  place  the  state  complete- 
ly at  its  mercy.  To  my  mind  they  appear  very 
slender.  But  even  if  they  were  much  stronger, 


we  should  not  depend  on  extraneous  and  occasional 
aid.  Our  resources  are  at  home — in  our  citi- 
zens— in  our  character — in  our  mountains  and  in 
our  valleys.  Let  us  not  he  .tempted  beyond  our 
steady  pace  to  prosperity  by  accidental  circum- 
stances, nor  retarded  by  their  failure.  While  the 
credit  ol  the  state  is  made  to  depend  solely  on  the 
prudent  and  punctual  management  of  her  affairs, 
and  her  wealth  flows  from  her  own  inexhaustible 
and  unborrowed  resources,  no  outward  changes  can 
materially  affect  her. 

With  these  objections,.!  hasten  to  return  the  hill, 
that  the  legislature  may  have  lime  to  reconsider  it; 
and  it  the  opinions  herein  expressed  should  be  ap- 
proved, may  be  enabled  to  provide  liberally  for  the 
prosecution  of  works  which  all  agree  to  be  proper 
and  necessary.  In  such  a mec-’ure  it  would  aftord 
me  great  pleasure  to  concur.  Should  it,  however, 
pass  by  the  constitutional  power  of  the  legislature 
alone,  I most  sincerely  hope  that  the  evils  that 
have  been  predicted,  may  not  be  realized.  In  that 
event  I shall  participate  in  the  common  joy  at  its 
good  effei’t-a.  ornl  unll  V.«  + that  (he  sunerlnr 

intelligence  of  the  legislature'  foresaw  certain  be- 
nefit where  my  tears  beheld  only  impending  danger. 

JOSEPH  RITNER. 
Executive  department,  Harrisburgh,  Jlpril  3d,  1837. 


ME.  WHITNEY’S  ADDRESS. 

To  my  fellow  citizens  of  the  United  Stales: 

How  long,  and  how  wantonly,  my  name  has  been 
pursued  with  persevering  and  vindictive  obloquy, 
is  matter  of  as  public  notoriety  as  the  debates  and 
proceedings  of  congress.  No  less  notorious  is  it, 
that  my  calumniators  sit  among  the  delegated  legis- 
lators of  the  land,  yet  have  not  scrupled,  whilst 
sheltered  behind  the  impregnable  rampart  of  privi- 
leged impunity  for  words  spoken  in  debate  on  the 
floor  of  congress,  to  assail  me  with  such  gross 
abuse,  and  in  language  so  overlaid  with  the  vilest 
epithets,  as  could,  by  no  possibility,  be  reconciled 
to  any  perception  of  decorum  or  good  taste,  or  to 
any  sound  moral  conscience,  even  if  the  single  and 
only  act  of  my  life  whereon  party  rancor  or  private 
malice  has  ever  ventured  to  found  any  distinct 
charge  against  me,  had  been  manifest  and  clears — 
But  that  it  was  manifest  and  clear,  the  bitterest  and 
the  ablest  among  the  original  promoters  of  the 
charge  would  not  venture  their  reputations  to  as- 
sert. They  did,  indeed,. exert  the  talent,  the  inge- 
nuity and  the  subtlety,  i'or  which  they  had  acquired 
no  small  fame,  to  controvert  my  testimony  to  cer- 
tain facts  which,  unfortunately  for  my  comfort  and 
repose,  the  passions  of  a formidable  combination, 
made  up  of  various  elements,  and  stimulated  by  the 
keenest  sense  of  interests,  both  political  and  com- 
mercial, were  summoned  by  the  potent  voice  of 
party  to  discredit. 

The  collisions  of  party  feelings  and  opinions, 
which  agitated  the  country  some  five  years  ago,  on 
the  question  of  renewing  the  charier  of  the  late 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  on  the  associated 
and  scarce  less  exciting  question  of  the  principles 
and  practices  adopted  in  the  administration  of  that 
bank,  found  me  a private  citizen,  without  either 
the  prospect  or  the  ambition  of  any  public  office  or 
political  distinction.  My  whole  life  had  passed  in 
the  regular  pursuits  of  mercantile  business;  and  to 
such  pursuits  all  my  habits  and  inclinations  led  me 
to  adhere.  In  the  prosecution  of  that  business,  on 
the  largest  scale  of  capital  and  enterprise,  and,  for 
a long  time,  with  the  most  prosperous  results,  I at 
length  experienced  a reverse  of  fortune,  and  lost  all, 
save  my  character,  by  the  casualties  of  trade.  All 
my  worldly  hopes  and  prospects  thten  rested  on  the 
success  of  my  humble  and  persevering  endeavors, 
through  honest  industry  and  renewed  enterprise, 
in  my  line  of  business,  to  retrieve  my  fortune,  or  at 
least  to  re-establish  my  independence,  and  restore 
to  my  family  the  comforts  they  had  enjoyed  in  the 
days  of  my  prosperity.  The  actual  condition  of 
my  affairs  at  that  time,  a?id  all  my  prospects  in  life, 
supplied  the  strongest  motives  of  prudence  for 
avoiding  to  embroil  myself  in  any  matters  not  ne- 
cessarily connected  with  my  own  pursuits.  Least 
of  all,  could  either  inclination  or  interest  have  led 
me  to  mingle  in  any  such  public  collisions  and  dis- 
putes as  might  raise  me  up  powerful  enemies,  and 
combine  against  me  masses  of  influential  men,  ac- 
tuated by  the  concurring  animosities  of  political 
and  commercial  factions.  Of  all  the  numerous 
class  of  persons  who  knew  what  I had  been,  what 
I then  was,  and  what  alone  I could  prospectively 
look  to  be,  there  was  not  one  dispassionate  and  in- 
telligent man  but  must  have  seen  that  the  very  last 
thing  I could  have  desired  or  sought,  from  any  mo- 
tive of  self  interest,  was  to  place  myself  in  any  po- 
sition likely  to  throw  the  weight  of  a powerful  and 
active  political  party,  and  of  a no  less  powerful  and 
energetic  moneyed  institution,  into  the  scale  against 
me. 


It  was  in  consequence  of  my  being  called  before 
the  bank  investigation  committee,  in  1832,  in  the 
capacity  of  a witness  simply,  that  my  name,  for  the 
first  time,  found  a place  in  any -discussion  of  public 
affairs,  and  was  held  up  to  the  eye  of  the  nation  as 
a common  mark  for  the  shafts  of  criticism.  Con- 
sidering the  nature  and  objects  of  the  investigation 
delegated  to  that  committee,  the  important  conse- 
quences of  good  or  ill  which,  in  the  apprehension  of 
numerous  classes,  might  afreet  extensive  and  rami- 
fied interests  of  the  community,  and  the  coloring 
given  to  such  apprehension  by  the  spirit  of  party, 
considering,  too,  the  invariable  tendency  of  every 
sort  of  question  agitated  in  congress  to  branch  out 
in  all  the  latitude  of  political  discussion;  it  was 
scarcely  to  be  expected  that  those  who  thought,  or 
affected  to  think,  my  testimony  really  important  to 
any  of  the  great  public  ends  of  the  investigation,  or 
that  it  bore  hard,  in  any  way,  upon  any  favorite 
conclusions  of  their  own,  should  canvass  its  truth 
and  accuracy  with  the  temper  and  impartiality,  or 
with  a view  to  the  proper  and  legitimate  ends 

alr.no  »f  O ; i. 

the  credit  and  weight  ot  evidence.  In  very  truth, 
however,  not  one  of  the  facts  to  which  I had  borne 
witness,  could  fairly  be  considered  as  of  real  im- 
portance to  any  of  the  main  ends  of  the  investiga- 
tion, or  to  any  of  its  possible  results,  legislative” or 
judicial:  not  one  of  them  could  have  properly  de- 
termined any  legislative  action  on  the  proposed  re- 
newal of  the  charter;  still  less,  if  possible,  could  it 
have  operated  in  any  judicial  procedure  against  the 
bank  for  the  forfeiture  of  its  charter.  The  whole 
of  my  testimony  went  no  further  than  to  impute  to 
a single  officer  of  the  bank,  its  president,  some  par- 
tial and  illegal  stretches  of  authority,  without  the 
participation  or  privity,  either  of  the  aggregate  , 
body,  or  of  any  one  member,  of  tije  board  of  direc- 
tors. The  faults  so  imputed,  whatever  their  nature 
or  degree,  were  imputed  to  the  administration  of 
the  office  of  president  alone:  for  them  be  alone  was 
responsible — and  responsible  to  his  constituents 
only;  or  if  amenable  at  all  to  any  sort  of  .judicial 
procedure  for  any  part  of. the  official  conduct  im- 
puted to  him  in  my  evidence,  (which  is  more  than 
doubtful),  he  was  amenable  in  his  own  person 
alone,  without  the  possibility  of  the  corporation, 
whose  rules  and  ordinances  he  transgressed,  or  any 
other  of  its  officers  or  agents,  being  implicated. — 
Yet  two  members  among  the  minority  of  the.com- 
mitttee,  who  took  the  more  prominent  and  active 
part  to  which  their  superior  inlents  and  standing  as 
public  men  entitled  (hem,  had  before  placed  them- 
selves in  the  front  rank  of  the  pledged  champions 
and  vehement  partisans  of  the  bank,  upholding  it 
as  a public  institution  perfectly  legitimate  in  its 
creation,  and  of  the  utmost  utility  and  importance, 
nay,  of  indispensable  necessity,  to  the  whole  finan- 
cial system  of  the  government;  eulogising  its  en- 
tire administration,  in  the  hands  of  its  then  presi- 
dent and  directors,  as  the  consummation -of  wisdom, 


skill  and  prudence,  rendering  most  important  ser- 
vices to  the  government,  and  dispensing  diffusive 
benefits  to  the  community;  'and  vindicating  the 
president  and  directors,  collectively  against  all  ti  e 
grave  charges  of  malversation,  and  of  abuse  and 
perversion  of  chartered  authority,  whereof  the  com- 
mittee collected  g voluminous  mass  of  evidence, 
upon  which  all  of  them,  but  three  dissentients,  con- 
curred in  a highly  criminatory  report,  sustaining 
many  of  the  gravest  charges  against  the  principles 
and  practices  pursued  in  the  management  of  the 
bank,  and  seriously  implicating  the  motives  of 
those  who  had  adopted  them;  charges,  in  compari- 
son with  .which,  considered  in  reference  either  to 
the  principles  or  the  consequences  of  the  acts 
charged,  the  few  facts  which  were  stated  in  _my 
evidence  |S  having  come  under  my  notice  eight 
years  before,  dwindled  into  insignificance.  Not 
content  with  this  broad  ground  of  collective  justifi- 
cation and  eulogy,  these  dissenting  members  of  the 
committee  also  stood  forth  as  equally  sturdy  cham- 
pions and  vehement  partisans  of  tile  president  of 
the  bank,  individually  and  apart  from  bis  associates. 
His  talents  and  virtues  were  set  forth  in  brightest 
array;  his  knowledge  and  skill  in  the  theory  and. 
practice  of  both  political  and  commercial  finance 
were  assumed  as  little  short  of  infallible;  and  his 
official  conduct,  in  performing  his  part  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  bank,  was  deemed  so  absolutely 
impeccable  and  unerring,  that  no  tolerance  could 
be  extended  for  one  moment  to  v.hat  was  said  in 
my  evidence  relative  to  a breach  of  duty  and  ex- 
cess of  authority,  in  transgressing  the  fundamental 
rules  and  ordinances  enacted  by  the  stockholders 
for  regulating  the  discount  business  of  the  bank; 
but  the  charge  was  pronounced  a monstrous  and 
incredible  fiction  on  its  very  face.  The  most  ela- 
borate and  minute  examinations  of  evidence  were 
instituted  before  the  committee,  whilst  in  session  at 
Philadelphia,  with  a view  to  disprove  my  state- 
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ment;  with  no  better  success,  however,  than  the 
detection  of  a minute  amt  merely  circumstantial  er- 
ror, not  in  the  least  atfecting  the  sincerity  of  my 
statement,  and  wholly  inconsequential  to  its  sub- 
stance and  main  bearing.  The  president  of  the 
bank  himself  repeatedly  appeared  before  the  com- 
mittee, less  to  swear  than  to  argue  against  my 
statement. 

Some  considerable  time  after  the  committee  had 
officially  reported  the  result  of  their  investigation 
to  the  house,  a paper  was  presented  to  the  house  in 
the  joint  names  of  the  three  dissenting  membeis, 
Messrs.  McDuffie,  Adams  and  Watmouaji,  and 
sometime  after  that  another  paper,  in  the  sole  name 
of  Mr.  Adams.  These  papers,  though  by  some  sort 
of  conventional  courtesy  styled  the  “ report  of  tlie 
minority,”  and  the  “ repurl  of  Mr.  Adams,”  are  in 
fact  highly  wrought  controversial  arguments,  gar- 
nished with  a suificiency  both  of  panegyrical  and 
invective  declamation  against  the  official  report  of 
the  committee,  which  they  criticise  not  over-cour- 
^ously,  and  most  elaborately  attempt  to  refute.  In 
both  t'lps.o  oo  styled  (6rp.Dorls  93  n*  in  the  previous! 
examinations  belore  the  committee,  the  attack  upon 
my  testimony  is  made  to  stand  out  among  the  pro- 
minent and  important  points  in  controversy;  and, 
after  an  elaborate  train  of  nice  and  subtle  argumen- 
tation on  the  relative  weight  of  conflicting  evidence, 
they  conclude  against  the  weight  of  an  affirmative 
oath  to  facts  within  the  knowledge  of  the  witness, 
and  make  the  negative  oath  of  another  witness  not 
recollecting  the  same  frets,  after  eight  years  had 
passed  without  having  his  attention  called  to  them, 
preponderate.  They  profess  themselves  mainly  in- 
debted for  this  conclusion,  to  a much  vaunted  dis- 
covery called  Providential,  and  paraded  as  a sort  of 
miracle,  wrought  for  the  justification  of  one  man  for 
the  confusion  of  another;  which  discovery,  after  all 
the  pcems  sung  over  it,  amounts  to  nothing  more  or 
less  than  this:  that,  eight  years  after  the  transac- 
tion, I was  mistaken  in  the.  date,  or  in  the  succes- 
sion of  time,  by  some  six  or  seven  days,  of  a conver- 
sation held  on  the  subject  of  the  main  fact  sworn  to! 
though  the  main  fact  itself,  which  was  the  subject 
of  the  conversation,  was  most  powerfully  corrobo- 
rated by  authentic  documents,  and,  among  others, 
by  the  very  books  of  the  bank.  The  same  over- 
heated zeal,  and  the  same  ostentation  of  minute  re- 
search and  laborious  investigation,  were  displayed 
on  this  subordinate  question  of  evidence  to  a point 
of  very  inferior  consideration,  and  of  little  conse- 
quence to  the  main  issue  between  the  government 
and  the  bank,  as  on  the  questions  of  real  magnitude 
and  momentous  interest,  in  relation  to  which  so 
many  passions  had  combined  to  stir  up  political  and 
commercial  excitement,  to  irritate  the  temper,  and 
to  mislead  the  reason  of  men.  How  much  of  rheto- 
rical art  and  forensic  skill  dictated  the  policy  of 
bringing  out  so  prominently  to  the  foreground  the 
lighter  and  more  venial  charge,  upon  which  there 
was  doubtle.ss  some  conflict  of  evidence,  in  order  to 
soften  and  throw  more  into  the  shade  the  sharper 
outlines  of  the  damnatory  charges  so  forcibly  por- 
trayed in  the  committee’s  report,  and  to  divert  the 
public  eye  from  a fixed  inspection  into  the  conduct 
of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank,  to  another 
object  of  denunciation,  I will  not  say;  but  this  may 
be  safely  said,  that  the  policy  and  even  the  slight 
degree  of  success  of  this  recriminating  line  of  de- 
fence, would  not  hive  disgraced  the  art  and  skill 
that  might  have  dictated  it.  But  these  gentlemen, 
whilst  contesting  the  verity  of  the  facts  to  which  I 
had  borne  witness,  ventured  not  to  sustain  their 
attack  on  my  evidence  by  any  attack  on  my  moral 
character,  or  general  reputation,  in  any  other  re- 
spect: they  limited  their  animadversions  exclusive- 
ly to  circumstances  strictly  connected  with  the  .par- 
ticular facts  immediately  in  question;  and  they  did 
so  under  the  most  stimulating  motives,  and  with  the 
most  abundant  opportunity  and  means  at  hand,  to 
assail  my  general  character,  had  it  been  vulnerable. 
They  had,  nevertheless,  inquired  into  it;  explored 
ovary  arenue  whereby  It  might  be  approached,  and 
industriously  probed  the  general  opinion,  where  I 
had  been  longest  and  best  known,  in  order  to  dis- 
cover if  any  unsound  part  in  my  general  character 
could  be  reached.  Yet,  after  all,  they  left  it  undis- 
turbed, unquestioned:  nay  more:  they  distinctly 
avowed  the  want  of  any  evidence  against  it,  though 
the  spirit  of  party  left  them  not  enough  of  candor  to 
avow,  as  they  might  have  done,  that  all  the  infor- 
mation they  could  obtain  on  the  subject  was  posi- 
tively favorable  to  its  fairness.  They  professed  to 
found  their  conclusions  against  the  verity  of  my 
facts,  upon  the  assumed  results  of  weighing  in  their 
own  scales  the  relative  credit  of  conflicting  evi- 
dence; whilst  the  general  character  of  the  opposed 
witnesses  stood  equally  unimpeached,  and  neither 
could  challenge  any  superiority  of  credit  over  ano- 
ther, but  what  he  derived  from  the  intrinsic  force  of 
tlie  circumstances,  or  from  such  auxiliary  proofs  as 


night-go  to  corroborate  the  testimony  ol  the  one  or 
brother,  upon  the  precise  points  of  diiierence  be- 
ween  them. 

In  justice  to  the  gentlemen  who  then  stood  forth 
he  determined  and  uncompromising  adversaiies  of 
ny  testimony,  and  by  way  of  honorable  contrast  be- 
tween them' and  the  new  men,  whose  clamorous 
abuse,  ceaseless  calumnies  and  unrelenting  perse- 
cutions, of  more  recent  date,  have  imposed  on  me 
the  necessity  of  this  appeal  to  the  public— I must 
say  they  showed  sense  enough  of  personal  dignity, 
and  of  the  respect  due  to  public  decency,  and  to  the 
gravity  of  a deliberative  assembly,  it  deeper  and 
juster  feelings  of  moral  duty  did  not  lead  them,  to 
avoid  the  merely  gratuitous  aspersion  of  opprobri- 
ous epithets  and  coarse  vituperation,  tending  to  no 
end  but  to  wound  for  the  sake  of  wounding,  or  to 
the  malignant  and  wretched  triumph  ot  beholding 
defenceless  victims  writhe  under  a power  which, in 
its  worst  and  most  wanton  abuses,  as  in  its  most 
legitimate  exercise,  may  equally  challenge  exemp- 
tion from  all  question  beyond  the  walls  of  congress, 

nnH  plpnd  primlogo,  ovory  where,  ugainst  all  de- 
mands for  retribution  or  atonement.  I might  com- 
plain, and  not  without  great  and  evident  reason,  of 
the  rigorous  and  hard  constructions,  the  acrimoni- 
ous spirit  of  exaggeration,  and  the  partial  and  one- 
sided views,  with  which  they  directed  their  acknow- 
ledged talents  to  a question  which  ought  to  have 
been  discussed  with  the  temper  and  spirit  of  a judge 
or  a legislator,  intent  only  to  discover  truth  and  pro- 
mote the  ends  of  impartial  justice;  not  in  the  nar- 
row spirit  of  the  professional  pleader,  looking  to  no 
interests  and  to  no  rights  but  his  client’s;  or  of  the 
rhetorician,  contending  for  victory  for  the  sake  only 
of  its  pride  and  its  gauds;  or  of  an  inflamed  partisan 
in  politics,  equally  blind  to  all  merit  but  on  his  own 
side,  and  to  all  faults  but  on  the  opposite  side. — 
Still  I feel  no  disposition  to  retract  or  to  repent  my 
concession  to  them,  of  the  merit  of  having  kept 
within  the  pale  of  the  precise  question  involving  the 
credit  of  my  testimony;  which  they  had  at  least 
some  plausible  ground  for  treating  as  put  in  issue 
by  the  course  of  the  investigation;  of  eschewing  the 
wantonness  of  vague  and  indiscriminate  obloquy, 
and  of  venting  the  bitterness  of  their  minds  in  lan- 
guage not  absolu'ely  disgraceful  to  scholars  and 
gentlemen:  a merit,  certainly,  of  no  great  preten- 
sion in  itself,  but,  negative  as  it  may  appear  at  first 
sight,  made  conspicuous,  and  relatively  praisewor- 
thy, by  the  shameful  abuses  of  the  privileges  of  de- 
bate, which  have  since  disgraced  the  wall  of  con- 
gress, and  which,  if  longer  tolerated,  in  their  recent 
excesses,  by  that  body,  and  encouraged  by  any 
sympathetic  pruriency  in  the  public  taste  and  feel- 
ing, must  ultimately  desecrate  those  walls,  and  re- 
duce the  “register  of  congressional  debates”  to  the 
lc.vel  of  a mere  vehicle  of  lawless  slander  and  libel 
upon  the  persons  and  characters  of  private  citizens, 
in  no  respect  amenable  to  the  censure  of  congress, 
or  to  any  other  sort  of  question  under  the  authority, 
or  in  the  deliberations,  of  that  body. 

With  the  reports  of  the  investigating  committee, 
and  of  its  dissentient  members,  at  the  session  of 
1831-’2,  ceased  every  apology  and  pretext  for  con- 
necting my  name  with  any  question  that  afterwards 
arose,  or  by  possibility  could  have  properly  arisen, 
for  discussion  in  congress;  nor  had  there  ever  been 
any  such  apology  or  pretext  but  the  very  slender 
one  of  my  examination  as  a witness  before  that 
committee  to  certain  facts,  the  truth  or  falsehood  of 
which  could  never,  as  I have  said,  have  been  at  any 
time  a question  for  congress  to  entertain,  with  a 
view  to  any  legislative  decision  or  action  whatever. 
But,  when  the  further  progress  of  the  whole  inves- 
tigation ceased,  and  passed  into  the  repository  of 
the  dead  matter  of  congress,  never  to  be  revived,  as 
it  did  at  the  close  of  that  session;  when  the  ques- 
tion either  of  the  renewal  or  the  forfeiture  of  the 
bank  charter  was  consigned  to  its  last  repose;  when 
the  bank  was  no  longer  the  depository  of  the  public 
treasure,  and  ils  charter  had  expired  by  its  own 
limitations;  it  is  exceedingly  difficult,  if  not  impos- 
sible, to  conceive  how,  in  the  nature  of  things,  the 
conduct,  either  of  tlie  president  and  directors,  col- 
lectively, or  of  the  president  alone,  could  ever  after- 
wards be  presented  as  a fit  subject  for  deliberation 
or  debate;  but  that  the  question  of  the  truth  or  false- 
hood of  my  testimony,  or  the  merits  or  demerits  of 
my  private  character  in  any  other  respect,  could 
ever  afterwards  have  been  presented  for  discussion, 
with  any  show  or  pretext  of  right  or  propriety,  or 
without  the  most  manifest  and  crying  injustice  and 
breach  of  all  order  and  decorum,  is  beyond  any  ima- 
gination to  conceive.  Yet,  four  years  or  more  after 
all  this — after  the  whole  subject  of  the  bank  and  its 
doings,  and  all  the  facts  and  evidence  connected 
with  charges  against  it  or  its  officers;  after  all  pos- 
sible public  interest  in  my  character  and  credit  as 
a witness,  had  become  utterly  and  for  ever  extinct 
to  every  possible  purpose  of  congressional  action 


or  deliberation,  a new  and  unexpected  flood  of  op- 
probrious abuse  and  contumely  suddenly  broke  out 
against  me  on  the  floor  of  congress,  and  has  con- 
tinued in  ceaseless  flow',  through  two  sessions,  and 
down  to  almost  the  last  day  of  the  last  session; 
against  me,  a private  citizen,  standing  in  no  possi- 
ble relation  to  subject  me  to  the  cognizance  of  con- 
gress. My  new  accusers  (if  accusers  they  may  be 
properly  called,  who  deal  merely  in  such  contume- 
lious epithets,  and  in  such  vague,  coarse  and  gratui- 
tous vituperation,  as  go  more  t<»  condemn  them- 
selves than  accuse  another),  have  not  ventured  to 
take  up  the  clue  left  by  the  dissenting  members  of 
the  former  investigation  committee,  and  to  discuss 
argumentatively  the  question  of  evidence  treated  by 
those  gentlemen  in  their  reports;  but,  utterly  sink- 
ing, or  recoiling  from,  all  the  merits  and  all  the  dif- 
ficulties of  that  particular  question,  have,  with  more 
than  tenfold  the  virulence,  and  less  than  a tithe  of 
the  ability  and  eloquence  displayed  by  the  original 
movers  of  the  question,  descended  to  general  and 
vague  abuse  of  my  character,  conceived  and  set 
forth  in  terms  of  such  coarse  revilement  as  must 
have  been  no  less  disgraceful  to  them,  the  utterers, 
than  to  me,  the  object,  even  if  the  gratuitous  scur- 
rilities poured  on  my  unsheltered  head  had  been 
founded  on  any  more  of  evidence  or  probability 
than  has  ever  yet  been  pretended. 

Of  the  motives  and  objects  of  these  defamatory 
attacks,  I have  little  to  say.  One  thing  is  quite 
clear:  the  merits  or  demerits  of  my  private  charac- 
ter were  nowise  in  issue  before  congress  at  any  of 
the  times  when  these  attacks  were  made  or  reite- 
rated: consequently  no  duty,  as  members  of  the  le- 
gislature, no  definite  object,  possibly  attainable 
through  either  the  legislative  or  the  judicative  func- 
tion of  congress,  called  my  assailants  to  the  attack. 
Their  libels,  in  the  form  of  printed  speeches,  deli- 
berately revised  and  edited  bv  themselves,  and  the 
very  topics  of  debate  when  those  speeches  were 
uttered,  all  demonstrate  on  their  face,  that  any  re- 
ference to  me  was  utterly  impertinent  to  the  matter 
in  hand,  and  a flagrant  bread;  of  all  order  and  deco- 
rum of  a legislative  assembly;  and  that  my  assail- 
ants were  mere  volunteeis,  inflicting  wounds  under 
the  shield  of  privileges  most  grossly  abused  when 
perverted,  from  the  great  ends  in  the  view  of  the 
constitution  when  it  conferred  them,  to  the  defama- 
tion of  a private  citizen.  If  defamation  for  mere  de- 
famation’s sake;  if  the  ruin  of  all  my  own  hopes  and 
prospects  in  life,  and  the  exposure  of  my  wife  and 
children  to  penury  and  wretchedness,  by  the  de- 
struction of  all  that  fortune  had  left  lor  their  sup- 
port and  comfort; — my  character,- if  such  were  their 
sole,  end  and  aim,  I need  not  invoke  the  moral  in- 
dignation of  all  who  deserve  the  name  of  man;  it 
must  glow  spontaneous  in  every  honest  bosom,  and 
flush  in  every  honest  face.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  have  seen,  or  supposed  they  saw,  some  party 
interest  in  my  personal  defamation,  as  a means  to 
serve  ulterior  and  merely  political  ends;  and  if  they 
advanced  to  their  end  with  the  callousness  of  poli- 
tical partisans  looking  to  the  end  alone,  reckless  of 
the  justice  of  their  means,  and  regardless  of  the 
victims  they  trampled  in  their  path;  if  such  be  the 
true  solution  of  their  motives  and  objects,  I must 
remit  to  other  casuistry  than  my  own  all  question 
of  what  difference  there  may  be  in  the  principles  or 
obligations  of  political  and  of  social  morality;  and 
how  much  less  reprobation  is  duq  to  the  violation 
of  the  most  sacred  rights  of  humanity  and  justice 
for  a political  than  for  a private  end. 

I now  address  a tribunal,  however,  where  I fear 
no  hard  and  heartless  casuistry  to  dry  up  the  foun- 
tains of  generosity  and  justice.  Here,  at  least,  the 
injured  citizen  may  find,  if  not  redress,  at  least  such 
sympathy  and  support  as  may  lighten  the  burthen 
of  his  wrongs,  and  rebuke  his  oppressors  under  the 
very  shield  of  their  privilege.  With  any  ingenuous 
and  equitable  mind,  that  privilege  is  of  no  avail 
but  to  make  wrong  the  more  detestable  the  less 
amenable. 

Considering  the  station  of  my  assailants — the 
place  where  that  station  gave  them  the  opportunity, 
not  the  right,  to  utter  their  abuse  of  me,  end  the 
imposing  form  and  eflect  of  defamatory  speeches 
embodied  in  debates  on  public  questions,  tending  to 
an  array  of  parties  on  either  side — the  weakest 
strong  enough  to  bear  down  any  private  individual 
to  whose  person  is  attached  no  political  interest  of 
force  sufficient  to  summon  any  antagonist  power  to 
his  rescue:  considering  all  this,  I might  have  been 
excused,  if  I had  made  an  appeal  to  the  public  with 
a view  to  justification  alone.  But  that  is  not  my 
present  purpose:  had  I no  more  imperative  call  to 
refer  my  wrongs  to  the  tribunal  of  public  opinion, 
and  no  wrongs  but  mere  calumny  to  complain  of,  I 
should  have  set  in  silence  under  them,  and  trusted 
to  the  tenor  of  my  life  alone  to  justify  me  in  the 
opinion,  and  to  preserve  me  in  the  hearts  and  es- 
teem of  the  honorable  and  highminded,  enough 
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to  solace  my  remaining  clays.  What  justification 
or  defence,  indeed,  may  there  be  against  the  asper- 
sion of  such  opprobrious  and  scurrilous  epithets  as 
“rogue,  liar,  thief,  villain,  traitor,  public  plunder- 
er,” and  other  like  choice  flowers  of  rhetoric,  unac- 
companied by  any  one  specification  of  fact  or  cir- 
cumstance to  constitute  any  defiuite  and  intelligible 
charge?  What  but  to  pronounce,  as  all  right-mind- 
ed and  dispassionate  men  must  of  their  own  accord 
pronounce,  that  it  is  mere  calumny  and  scurrility, 
calling  for  justification  or  apology  from  the  utterer, 
not  from  the  object,  of  the  abuse?  I now  obey  the 
call  of  no  merely  personal  interest.  I yield  to  the 
importunate  demand  of  numbers,  who  have  seen 
and  felt  that  rights,  common  to  all,  have  been  vio- 
lated in  my  person,  under  circumstances  of  such 
enormity,  and  under  color  of  such  authority,  as 
puts  in  imminent  jeopardy  the  principles  on  which 
the  rights,  the  life  and  the  reputation  of  every  citi- 
zen, without  exception,  essentially  depend. 

Enormous  abuses  of  the  privileges  of  the  house 
of  representatives — not  of  the  privilege  of  debate 
simply,  but  of  its  delegated  authority  to  use  its  co- 
ercive process — have  been  perpetrated  in  order  to 
sustain  and  give  color  to  the  previous  attacks  on 
lay  private  character,  and  to  persecute  rne  even 
unto  death:  perpetrated  by  the  very  assailants  of 
that  character,  in  virtue  of  temporary  authority 
claimed  by  and  delegated  to  themselves,  under  pre- 
text of  public  objects,  and  then  turned  into  an  en- 
gine of  persecution  and  oppression  against  a private 
cilizen.  These  abuses  and  perversions  of  high  and 
awful  powers  may  positively  be,  as  they  certainly 
ought  to  be,  hereafter  inquired  into  and  corrected 
by  the  house,  whose  dignity  has  been  insulted  by 
these  abuses  of  its  authority.  In  the  mean  time, 
I am  impelled,  by  the  concurring  and  earnest  wishes 
of  a numerous  and  respectable  class  of  my  fellow 
citizens,  who  feel  that  it  is  a matter  of  general,  not 
merely  of  individual  concern,  to  lay  before  the  pub- 
lic a somewhat  circumstantial  account  of  these 
enormities.  But,  in  doing  this,  I find  it  necessary 
to  connect  the  more  dangerous  and  odious  of  the 
oppressions  to  which  I have  been  exposed,  and 
from  which  I have  narrowly  esca.ped  with  my  life, 
with  the  previous  slanders  of  my  good  name,  as 
one  continued  system  of  hostility  against  me;  and, 
for  a clearer  elucidation  of  motives  and  objects,  to 
lay  bare  the  only  pretexts  for  the  calumnies  uttered 
against  me  in  congress. 

For  that  purpose  I must  invoke  the  patience  of 
my  fellow  citizens  to  listen  to  a simple  statement  of 
my  condition,  in  point  of  character  and  circum- 
stances, when  summoned  before  the  bank  commit- 
tee in  1S32;  and  also  to  a short  consideration  of  the 
particular  charge  growing-out  of  that  event.  This 
renders  a slight  reference  to  some  previous  passages 
of  my  life  also  necessary. 

A native  citizen  of  Massachusetts,  there  trained 
and  educated  in  all  the  associations  that  go  to  iden- 
tify, our  country  with  ourselves,  I was  induced, 
when  a very  young  man,  in  1808,  to  engage  as  a 
a clerk  in  a counting  house  at  Montreal,  in  Canada, 
leaving  behind  me  many,  and  near  and  dear  con- 
nexions. There  I soon  after  embarked  in  business 
on  my  own  account,  and  became  extensively  con- 
cerned in  commerce.  The  war  of  1812  overtook 
me,  with  my  means  and  resources  so  widely  spread 
in  the  country,  that  I could  not  quit  it  and  abandon 
the  personal  superintendence  of  my  affairs  there, 
without  certain  and  utter  ruin.  By  such  circum- 
stances I was  compelled  to  remain  in  the  country 
and  attend  to  the  care  of  my  resources;  and  was 
permitted  by  the  local  authorities  to  do  so,  upon 
condition  of  taking  an  oath  to  obey  the  laws  of  the 
land  whilst  I remained  there.  This  oath  I scrupled 
not  to  take;  entirely,  conscious,  at  the  time,  of  its 
perfect  innocence,  and  of  its  absolute  consistency 
with  my  general  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  my  own 
country;  nor  have  I had  any  reason  since  to  repent 
or  be  ashamed  of  it. 

Since  the  spread  of  commerce  through  the  civi- 
lized world  so  frequently  exposes  the  merchant- 
subjects  of  one  belligerent  to  be  caught  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  another,  on  the  breaking  out  of  a war,  re- 
ciprocal indulgences  have  been  usually  extended  by 
all  civilized  nations  to  non-combatants  so  situated; 
and  the  belligerent  who  extends  the  indulgence  to 
the  subjects  of  her  enemy,  equally  tolerates  in  her 
own  subjects  the  acceptance  of  the  like  indulgence 
from  the  same  enemy;  indeed,  would  reproach  her 
enemy  with  a transgression  of  the  civilized  usages 
of  modern  warfare,  if  the  indulgence  were  withheld. 
It  would  be  idle,  however,  for  me,  at  this  day,  to 
enter  into  a formal  justification  of  my  compliance 
with  a usage  which  so  many  unexceptionable  per- 
sons before  me  had  found  it  necessary  to  conform 
to,  without  bringing  their  patriotism  into  question, 
or  being  exposed  to  reproach.  The  oath  hound  me 
only  so  long  as  I remained  under  the  protection  of 
the  local  laws,  hut  left  me  perfectly  free  to  cross  the 


line  next  day,  if  so  minded,  and  take  arms  on  the 
side  of  my  own  country,  against  that  whose  tempo- 
rary protection  I abandoned.  The  ruin  of  my  own 
circumstances  could  not  have  served  my  country, 
any  more  than  the  means  I took  to  preserve  them 
could  have  injured  it. 

I removed  to  Philadelphia  in  1816,  and  there  en- 
gaged still  more  extensively  in  business,  which  I 
prosecuted  with  the  highest  credit  and  the  most  un- 
limited confidence  of  the  mercantile  community, 
until  overtaken  by  the  losses  and  misfortunes  that 
produced  my  failure  towards  the  close  of  the  year 
1825.  Of  the  scale  of  my  business,  and  the  extent 
of  my  transactions,  some  estimate  may  he  formed 
from  the  fact,  of  which  extant  records  leave  no 
room  for  doubt,  that  I paid  to  the  government  du- 
ties to  the  amount  of  more  than  a million  and  a 
half  dollars;  of  which,  1 paid  about  one  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  dollars  after  my  failure,  with- 
out the  loss  of  a cent  to  the  government.  This-,  1 
suppose,  is  what  is  meant  by  the  terms  “public 
plunderer,”  and  “smuggler,”  so  liberally  applied  to 
me  in  congress.  That  my  general  credit  and  cha- 
racter, as  a merchant  and  a man,  was,  all  that  time, 
not  only  unimpeached  and  unimpeachable,  hut  that 
it  stood"  on  the  highest  ground,  and  that  my  ultimate 
failure  brought  on  me  no  reproach  or  discredit  in 
any  moral  view,  (as  such  mischances  too  frequent- 
ly do  on  the  unfortunate  and  the  innocent)  was  ful- 
ly proved  and  admitted,  both  by  friend  and  foe,  be- 
fore the  bank  committee  in  1832;  as  appears  clearly 
and  fully  vouched  in  the  reports  of  that  committee, 
and  in  "the  whole  mass  of\evidence  accompanying 
those  reports;  to  all  of  which  I confidently  appeal. 
From  those  documents  it  may  be  seen  I was  elect- 
ed by  the  stockholders,  three  years  in  succession, 
(1822,  1823  and  1824),  a director  of  the  United 
States  bank;  that  I was  one  of  the  most  active,  effi- 
cient and  trusted  members  of  the  board;  that  some 
of  its  most  important  and  delicate  concerns  were 
committed  to  my  management;  that,  first  and  last, 
no  less  than  two  millions  and  a quarter  of  dollars, 
of  the  bank’s  funds,  were  entrusted  to  my  hands 
for  the  purposes  of  its  concerns  and  negotiations  so 
committed  to  my  management;  that,  even  after  I bad 
ceased  to  be  a director,  I was  engaged  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank  in  1825,  to  manage  an  important 
and  confidential  transaction  for  it  at  New  York,  in 
which  a million  and  a quarter  of  its  fund  were  en- 
trusted to  my  hands,  for  which  I neither  received 
nor  claimed  one  cent  of  remuneration  beyond  the 
re-imbursement  of  my  actual  expenses,  amounting 
to  sixty-five  dollars;  and  that  I was  in  habits  of  con- 
fidential intercourse  with  the  president  and  most  of 
the  directors  of  the  bank,  and  treated  by  all  with 
the  highest  consideration  and  respect;  all  this  may 
be  found  spread  out  in  the  archives  of  congress. 

That  my  character  and  respectability  remained 
unimpeached,  and  had  been  forfeited  by  no  dishonor- 
able action  or  disreputable  course  of  life,  in  the  in- 
terval between  my  failure  in  business,  in  1825,  aud 
my  appearance  as  a witness  before  the  hank  inves- 
tigation committee  in  1832,  it  might  suffice  to  say 
that  no  evidence  has  been  adduced,  or  pretended  to 
exist,  to  the  contrary.  But  the  recorded  proceed- 
ings of  that  committee  demonstrate  it  as  clearly  as 
if  it  had  been  distinctly  stated  and  admitted  on  the 
face  of  the  proceedings.  When  my  evidence  was 
given  before  the  committee,  it  was  evident  enough 
what  a host  of  passions  and  prejudices  and  interests 
were  instantly  mustered  against  me,  among  the  nu- 
merous and  influential  friends  and  adherents  of  the 
bank,  and  of  its  president,  individually  and  perso- 
nally. His  own  indignation,  and  the  violent  im- 
pulse he  was  under  to  controvert  my  statement, 
would  have  led  him  at  once  to  attack  my  credit  by 
blackening  my  character;  if  I had  been  the  low  and 
“infamous  wretch,  the  thief,  liar,  swindler,  gam- 
bler, blackleg,”  &c.  &c.  that  I have  been  since  de- 
scribed, it  must,  one  would  think,  have  been  as 
well  known,  or  as  easily  discoverable,  to  him  and 
his  numerous  friends  and  adherents,  at  the  very 
place  where  I am  said  to  have  so  covered  myself 
with  infamy,  as  to  Mr.  Wise  of  Virginia,  or  Mr. 
Peyton  ofTennessee;  and  would  have  been  instantly 
blazoned  before  the  committee  as  sufficiently  effec- 
tual to  destroy  my  testimony,  without  the  necessity 
of  the  miracle,  or  “extraordinary  interposition  of 
Providence ,”  spoken  of  in  Mr.  McDuffie’s  minority 
report.  A faint  effort  was,  in  fact,  made  before  the 
committee  to  weaken  my  testimony  by  some  sort 
of  oblique  disparagement;  and  that  effort  is  as  faint- 
ly pursued  by  Mr.  Adams  in  his  separate  report,  so 
called.  I must  now  he  permitted  to  exhibit,  in  a 
few  words,  the  strength  and  reach  of  that  effort. 

Among  the  witnesses  called  before  the  commit- 
tee, at  the  instance,  as  was  understood,  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  bank,  for  the  purpose  of  diminishing 
the  force  of  my  statement,  was  Mr.  Lippincott,  a 
wealthy,  respectable  and  influential  member  of  the 
board  of  directors;  who,  according  to  his  own  ac- 


count, had  his  seat  next  to  mine  at  the  hoard,  mins 
being  next  the  president;  in  which  position  he  (Mr. 
L.)  and  myself  took  the  active  and  leading  part  in 
the  current  business  of  the  board,  who  looked  up 
to  us,  and  principally  to  me,  as  he  says,  for  the  in- 
formation by  which  their  discounts  were  to  he  regu- 
lated; and  generally  decided  in  such  matters  just  as 
he  or  1 advised.  This  gentleman  is  then  asked  by 
Mr.  Adams,  “has  Mr.  Whitney since  failed?” 

To  this  question  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  ob- 
jected, “because,  if  the  committee  receive  testimony 
showing  the  solvency  or  insolvency7  of  a witness 
as  a rn^de  of  disparaging  or  enhancing  testimony, 
the  committee  will  be  pledged  to  hear  any  testimony 
the  witness  may1'  produce,  to  show  that  his  pecunia- 
ry embarrassments  were  the  result  of  misfortune.” 
1 he  objection  was  overruled  by7  a majority  of  the 
committee,  and  the  witness  answers  the  question 
with  a simple  “yes.” 

There  the  whole  inquiry  on  that  subject  ends. 
No  inquiry  is  made  of  this,  or  any  other  witness, 
into  the  circumstances  or  consequences  of  my 
failure:  whether  it  were  the  result  of  inevitable 
misfortune,  or  of  imprudence,  extravagance  or 
fraud;  whether  1 had  honestly  accounted  with  my 
creditors  for  my  assets,  or  had  been  guilty  of  any 
embezzlement  or  concealment  of  assets.  They  con- 
tent themselves  with  the  naked  fact  of  a failure  in 
business,  without  a single  circumstance  of  aggrava- 
tion. Then  and  there,  surely7,  were  the  chosen 
time  and  place,  and  the  most  unerring  clue,  to 
ferret  out  and  expose  the  “fraudulent  bankrupt,” 
denounced  on  the  floor  of  congress  by  Messrs. 
Wise  and  Peyton. 

Again,  Mr.  Adams  cross-examines  roe  about  my 
residence  in  Canada,  and"  the  oath  I had  taken  to 
the  local  authorities  there,  which  I have  already 
stated;  to  which  I answered  truly  and  simply,  ac- 
cording to  the  fact;  and  there  alt  inquiry  info  this 
second  ground  of  oblique  disparagement  ends,  and 
with,  it  every  kind  of  inquiry  and  evidence  intend- 
ed to  weaken  my  credit,  except  what  they  are 
pleased  to  consider  as  evidence  going  to  contradict 
me  on  the  specific  facts  of  my  testimony7.  In  the 
“minority  report,”  presented  by  Mr.  McDuffie,  no 
allusion  whatever  is  made  to  either  of  these  cir- 
cumstances; in  Mr.  Adams’  separate  report,  they 
are  studiously  recapitulated,  but  without  one  word 
of  comment.  Now,  if  he  mentioned  them  at  all, 
he  was  bound,  in  common  candor,  to  acknowledge 
that  they  weighed  not  a feather  against  my  credit  as 
a witness,  or  rny  character  as  a man;  instead  of  in- 
sidiously leaving  them,  as  he  does,  to  work  their  own 
way,  add  avail,  as  perchance  they  might,  with  some 
who  might  pin  so  much  faith  on  his  sleeve  as  to 
conclude  there  must  be  something  in  circumstances 
which  he  would  gravely  advance  in  so  grave  a case. 
When  lie  says  that  I did  not  consider  the  oath  I 
took  to  the  local  authorities  of  Canada  as  a general 
oath  c.f  allegiance,  he  ought,  as  an  old  and  eminent 
diplomatist  and  jurist,  to  have  explicitly  declared 
whether  it  did  or  no  not,  and  whether  it  were  at  all 
inconsistent  with  my  allegiance  and  fidelity  to -my 
own  country.  His  utter  silence  on  both  the  affir- 
mative and  the  negative  of  the  proposition,  is  cer- 
tainly conclusive  enough  of  his  real  opinion  in  the 
negative,  when  his  known  eagerness  to  discredit 
my  testimony  is  considered:  he  would  not  admi- 
nister the  poison  with  his  own  hand,  hut  was  not 
unwilling  to  drop  it  for  such  as  chose  to  pick  it  up 
and  swallow  it.  It  seems  he  has  found  some,  even 
among  his  associates  in  congress,  greedy  enough  to 
feed  on  the  crumbs  from  a great  maiBs  table;  and  if 
he  has  quietly  set  by,  whilst  Messrs.  Wise  and  Pey- 
ton denounced  me  repeatedly,  as  they  have,  as  a 
“traitor,”  and  if  he  was  conscious  all  the  time  that 
they  were  ignorantly  or  maliciously  misinterpret- 
ing his  own  ambiguous  givings  out  in  his  report, 
without  disavowing  and  correcting  the  mistake, 
his  carelessness  of  their  reputations  for  a know- 
ledge of  such  rudiments  of  public  and  municipal 
law,  as  it  would  disgrace  the  merest  tyro  to  he 
ignorant  of,  will  scarcely  be  redeemed  in  the  eyes 
of  their  friends,  by  the  bastard  prudence  with  which 
he  has  avoided  any  direct  implication  of  his  own. 
Suppose  it  had  been  true,  as  it  was  absolutely  false, 
that  I had  changed  my  allegiance,  and  become  a 
British  subject  after  four  or  five  years’  residence  in 
a British  dominion,  would  this  veteran  diplomatist 
and  jurist  tolerate  for  a moment  an  accusation  of 
treason  founded  on  such  an  act?  If  so,  what  is  to 
be  said  of  the  host  of  naturalized  citizens  who  have 
changed  British  for  American  allegiance,  and  be- 
come incorporated  with  the  hone  and  sinew  of  the 
country?  If  it  be  said  that  I should,  at  all  events, 
have  made  a heroic  sacrifice  of  my  fortune,  and 
returned  to  take  arms  for  my  country:  why,  that 
is  nothing  more  than  saying  I was  no  hero;  and 
as  heroes  are  rather  scarce  in  these  days,  few 
could  escape  the  reproach.  Besides  all  the  heroism 
and  all  the  merit  of  self-sacrifice  consist,  not  in  the 
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sacrifice  itself,  but  in  the  end  for  which  it  is  en- 
dured; and,  as  my  country  could  derive  no  possible 
benefit  from  the  ruin  of  my  circumstances,  there 
would  have  been  neither  hcriosm  nor  merit  in  my 
voluntarily  incurring  such  ruin.  If  my  remaining 
in  Canada,  a noncombatant  in  the  pursuits  ot  civil 
life,  and  not  taking  arms  for  my  country,  is  to  brand 
me  traitor  or  recreant,  then  every  citizen  out  ol  the 
army  was  equally  traitor  or  recreant:  for  it  was  per- 
fectly indilferent  to  the  good  of  my  country  on 
which  side  of  the  frontier  I happened  to  be  such 
non-combatant  engaged  in  civil  pursuits  alone. 

Mr.  Adams  ends  his  recapitulation  of  these  two 
circumstances,  of  my  residence  in  Canada,  and  of 
my  failure  in  business  at  Philadelphia,  with  this 
remark,  “of  his  [Whitney’s]  present  standing  in 
the  community,  no  evidence  was  taken  by  the  com- 
mittee.” Why  was  it  not  taken?  Is  it  insinuated 
that  the  committee  refused,  or  neglected  their  duty, 
to  take  it?  Why  not  take  evidence  of  my  “pre- 
sent standing”  in  1832,  as  of  my  former  standing  in 
Canada,  from  1S08  to  IS  15,  or  of  my  failure  at 
Philadelphia  in  1825?  Surely  my  “present  stand- 
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committee,  was  not  less  pertinent  to  the  matter 
than  my  standing  some  twenty  years  before.  That 
the  majority  of  the  committee  did  not  oppose,  and 
would  not  have  opposed,  the  introduction  of  such 
evidence,  is  demonstrated  by  their  overruling  Mr. 
Thomas’  objection  to  the  question  about  my  failure; 
that  decidou  opened  the  door  wide  to  the  admis- 
sion of  such  evidence;  but  none  such  was  ever  of- 
fered to  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  com- 
mittee. Why?  but  that  none  such  was  in  existence 
to  be  offered?  It  is  otherwise  incredible,  that  the 
president  cf  the  bank,  and  the  numerous  active, 
prying  and  acute  partisans,  who  surrounded  him 
and  the  minority  of  the  committee,  should  not  have 
been  able  to  discover  any,  the  slighest,  Haw  in  the 
character,  far  more  the  infamy,  of  one  so  conspi- 
cuously placed  in  the  eye,  and  so  extensively  con- 
cerned in  the  business,  of  the  community  as  I was: 
still  more  incredible,  that,  being  known  or  prova- 
ble it  should  not  have  been  brought  forward  to  dis- 
credit ray  evidence;  that  they  should  have  been 
content  with  pointing  out  the  little  motes  and  specks 
of  my  residence  in  Canada,  and  of  my  failure  at 
Philadelphia,  and  pass  over  all  the  gross  immorali- 
ties and  glaring  infamy  for  which  I have  been  de- 
nounced by  Messers.  Wise  and  Peyton.  All  the 
circumstances  of  my  abode  in  Canada  were  just  as 
well  known  during  the  whole  of  my  residence  in 
Philadelphia,  as  at  the  time  of  my  examination  be- 
fore the  committee  in  1832;  yet  was  I received  into 
the  foremost  rank  of  her  merchants  and  bank  dira- 
tors,  and  in  as  full  enjoyment  of  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  community,  as  any,  tile  most 
eminent,  of  her  citizens.  My  failure  had  occurred 
more  than  six  years  before  that  examination,  and 
left  me  a most  complicated  and  extensive  concern 
to  wind  up,  and  numerous  creditors  to  satisfy;  yet 
there  was  not  one  human  being  in  all  the  city  to 
come  forward,  under  all  the  overshadowing  in- 
fluence of  the  bank  and  its  satellites,  to  complain 
of  aught  of  wrong  or  fraud  at  my  hands.  No  cha- 
racter could  have  been  put  to  a more  trying  test; 
and  very  few,  I humbly  think,  could  have  abided 
the  test  with  less  diminution  of  substance  or  change 
of  hue.  ” , 

Then  the  result  of  the  investigation  by  the  bank- 
committee  in  1832,  so  far  from  throwing  any  slur 
upon  my  general  character  or  credibility,  exhibits 
the  clearest  demonstration  that  from  the  commence- 
ment of  my  career  in  Philadelphia  down  to  the 
time  of  my  examination  before  the  committee,  my 
moral  character  had  stood  for  sixteen  years  not 
only  unimpeached,  but  upon  the  highest  ground  of 
universal  confidence,  good  report  and  respect;  that 
it  had  passed  through  all  the  most  trying  tests  of 
good  and  evil  fortune,  uncorrupted  by  prosperity, 
unabased  by  adversity;  and  that  the  single  and  only 
point,  and  the  very  first  occasion,  on  which  any 
one  act  of  my  life  had  brought  my  honor  in  ques- 
tion, was  the  evidence  I then  gave  before  the  com- 
mittee. The  grounds  upon  which  it  has  been  as- 
serted that  I then  sudfjenly  plunged  from  the  bright 
moral  eminence  on  which  I had  so  long  stood,  into 
the  dark  abyss  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  and 
steeped  my  soul  in  ail  the  foulness  of  that  crime, 
without  one  imaginable  motive  that  could  have 
weighed  a feather  with  any  but  the  most  hardened 
veteran  in  wickedness,  whose  familiarity  with  guilt 
had  nearly  extinguished  all  sense  of  difference  be- 
tween right  and  wrong;  under  what  show  of  evi- 
dence, or  pretence  of  reason,  all  this  has  been 
imputed,  I will  presently  beg  leave  to  explain. — 
Pursuing,  in  the  mean  time,  the  inquiry,  what  au- 
thority or  apology,  or  color  of  such,  has  ever  exist- 
ed for  making  my  name  the  theme  of  denunciation 
in  congress,  or  introducing  it  into  any  discussion 
there;  I may  next’  ask,  what  had  occurred  in  the 


interval  of  four  years,  from  1832  to  1836,  when 
Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton  opened  the  floodgates  of 
virulent  denunciation  and  foul  abuse?  This  inquiry 
strikes  deep  into  their  own  motives  and  principles, 
and  must,  sooner  or  later,  bring  them  to  the  tribu- 
nal of  public  opinion,  if  not  of  their  own  con- 
sciences, under  ajar  more  awful  issue  than  they 
have  ever  been  able  to  bring  me. 

The  only  pretext  to  be  collected  from  their  own 
speeches,  is  not  any  alleged  act  of  depravity,  public 
or  private,  committed  within  those  four  years,  but 
the  assertion,  confidently  advanced,  and  over  and 
over  again  repeated,  that  I was  an  object  of  secret 
favor  and  patronage  with  the  late  administration. 
This  pretext  assumes  that  the  debates  of  congress 
may  be  defiled  with  every  sort  of  gross  and  licen- 
tious abuse  of  private  citizens,  for  the  mere  purpose 
of  wounding,  through  their  sides,  the  political  ad- 
versaries whom  it  is  desired  to  overthrow.  Upon 
the  morality  and  the  decency  of  such  a course  of 
party  warfare;  upon  its  shocking  tendency  to  con- 
vert political  parties  into  furious,  implacable  and 
remorseless  factions,  losing  sight  of  all  the  great 
public  principles  mat  alone  should  divide  them, 
and  looking  to  no  end  but  mutual  destruction,  I 
need  not  remark.  It  is  sufficient  that  the  utter 
falsehood  of  the  assertion,  in  any  sense  in  which  it 
was  meant  to  be  understood  in  congress  or  by  the 
public,  its  nakedness  of  any  color  of  truth,  is  now 
demonstrated  by  the  result  of  Messrs.  Wise  and 
Peyton’s  own  committees  of  investigation,  in  which 
they  themselves  have  played  the  parts  of  leading 
prosecutors  and  inquisitors.  The  assertion,  al- 
ways rash,  groundless  and  devoid  of  all  probability, 
as  ii  was,  is  now  placed  beyond  the  belief,  or  even 
the  vaguest  suspicion,  of  any  man  at  all  amenable 
to  reason  or  evidence.  That  I have  enjoyed  and 
do  enjoy  the  personal  confidence  and  esteem  of 
some  of  the  eminent  men  who  composed  the  late 
administration,  is  a source  of  happiness  and  honor 
to  me:  that  I derive  any  official  emolument  from 
that  source,  Messrs/ Wise  and  Peyton  have  saved 
me  the  trouble  of  denying,  by  becoming  themselves 
"the  instruments  of  having  the  emphatic  refutation 
of  their  own  charges  recorded  in  the  public  ar- 
chives. 

I think  it-may  be  asserted,  be}:ond  the  possibility 
of  doubt  with  any  fair  minded  man,  that  I came  to 
m v examination  before  the  bank  committee  in  1832, 
with  a general  character  as  irreproachable,  and  as 
positive  in  its  good  repute,  as  any  other  witness  in 
the  case,  without  any  exception;  and  that  if  the 
falsehood  of  my  statement  was  brought  home  to  me, 
with  circumstances  to  exclude  any  possible  pre- 
sumption of  unintentional  mistake,  where  mistake 
appeared,  and  to  brand  me  with  deliberate  and  cor- 
rupt perjury,  it  must  have  been  such  a sudden  and 
violent  transition  from  ail  the  qualities  and  all  the 
principles  imaginable  of  such  a character,  to  the 
outermost  bounds  of  depravity  and  baseness,  as  has 
been  rarely,  if  ever,  witnessed;  and  never  can  be 
witnessed  but  as  a portent  and  a wonder  in  the 
economy  of  human  nature. 

I shall  not,  on  this  occasion,  undertake  an  elabo- 
rate and  minute  examination  of  the  circumstances 
from  which  the  minority  of  the  bank  committee  as- 
sumed their  boasted  refutation  of  my  statement,  and 
seemed  so  triumphantly  to  challenge  the  certainty 
of  demonstration  for  their  conclusions.  It  would 
be  extremely  difficult,  within  any  reasonable  com- 
pass, to  render  a minute  comparison  of  those  cir- 
cumstances, and  a particular  reference  to  the  details 
of  the  evidence,  intelligible  in  this  form  of  address, 
or  compatible  with  its  main  object.  It  is,  indeed, 
the  less  necessary,  a3  I expect  my  suit  against  the 
editors  of  a Baltimore  paper  will  be  speedily 
brought  to  trial,  in  which  all  the  evidence,  in  its 
most,  extensive  and  minute  details,  will  be  laid  be- 
fore an  impartial  jury,  with  (he  best  means  of  sift- 
ing it  to  a just  conclusion:  a sufficient  reason,  in- 
deed, for  me  to  have  forborne  all  public  discussion 
of  the  particular  rlim-gp,  if.  among  other  circum- 
stances of  enormous  wrong,  my  persecutors  had  not 
attempted  to  bear  me  down  with  their  clamor,  and 
send  me  before  my  jury,  the  denounced  of  high- 
placed  men  passing  judgment  on  the  very  point  in 
issue.  But  I deem  it  of  some  importance  to  the 
great  public  objects  for  which  my  fellow  citizens 
have  called  me  to  the  performance  of  my  present 
duty,  that  they  should  be  able  to  survey  and  mea- 
sure at  least  the  more  prominent  features  and  gene- 
ral outlines  of  the  only  charge  that  ever,  at  any 
time,  supplied  the  slightest  pretext  for  connecting 
my  name  with  any  congressional  matter.  Certain, 
though  it  he,  that  (he  late  violent  intrusions  of  my 
name  and  character  among  totally  foreign  topics  of 
congressional  debate,  were  equally  gratuitous  and 
wanton,  equally  naked  of  any  plausible  pretext,  and 
equally  a gross  and  oppressive  abuse  of  congression- 
al privilege,  whether  the  evidence  might  have  prov- 
ed me  guilty  or  innocent  of  the  particular  charge; . 


yet  the  intensity  of  the  persecution,  and  the  aggra- 
vated grievousness  of  the  oppression,  affecting  my 
own  person  and  reputation,  go  more  distinctly  to 
show  the.  extent  to  which  they  imperil  the  person 
and  reputation  of  every  other  citizen, .and  the  cry- 
ing necessity  of  some  remedy  or  corrective,  for 
common  protection  against  a common  danger.  I 
shall  therefore  proceed,  without  further  apolog}-, 
and,  I hope,  without  exhausting  the  patience  of  my 
readers,  to  show  the  principal  ground  on  which  the 
minority  of  the  bank  investigation  committee  had 
presented  to  the  house  their  pretension  to  the  dis 
proof  and  refutation  of  my  statement,  and  to  infer 
depravity  of  intention  in  the  errors  they  imputed  to 
it. 

A distinct  understanding  of  the  terms  of  my  state- 
ment, and  of  the  extent  in  which  it  implicated  the 
president  of  the  bank — both  which  have  been  much 
exaggerated — is,  in  the  first  place,  material. 

My  statement  related  to  certain  transactions  which 
had  been  originally  communicated  to  me  by  the 
cashier  and  assistant  cashier,  Air.  Wilson  and  Mr. 
Andrews.  The  following  extract  from  the  record  of 
my  evidence,  will  lay  the  foundation  simply  for  all 
necessary  explanations  of  the  points  on  which  it 
was  denied  and  attempted  to  be  wholly  discredited: 

“Sometime  in  1824,  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  An- 
drews mentioned  to  me  that  transactions  had  ta- 
ken place  in  the  bank,  in  which  T.  and  J.  G.  Bid- 
dle were  concerned,  which  they  were  not  willing 
should  exist,  without  some  member  of  the  board  ’be- 
ing informed  of  them.  I asked  them  what  they 
were.  They  replied  that  T.  and  J.  G.  Biddle  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  coming  to  bank  and  getting 
monej',  and  leaving  certificates  of  stock  which  re- 
presented it,  in  the  first  teller’s  drawer,  without 
paying  interest.  They  also  stated  that  the  Messrs. 
Biddle  had  notes  discounted  for  them  by  the  presi- 
dent, which  were  entered  on  the  books  of  the  pre- 
ceding discount  day.  I asked  them  what  sums 
there  were  of  the  kind  in  existence  at  that  time. — 
They  went  with  me  to  the  first  teller’s  drawer,  and 
we  found  one  sum  of  $15,000,  dated  25th  May,  and 
one  for  $24,000,  dated  26th  May.  We  then  went 
to  the  discount  clerk’s  desk,  ami  found  one  note  at 
fifteen  days,  dated  13th  May,  for  20,000  dollars  of 
T.  Biddle’s,  and  one  note  of  Charles  Biddle’s  dated 
21st  May,  at  sixteen  days,  for  38,319  dollars.  The 
two  former  sums  represented  cash,  and  the  two  lat- 
ter were  notes  which  they  stated  tome  had  been 
discounted  by  order  of  the  president;  of  all  of  which 
I made  a memorandum  (now  produced)-  at  the 
time,  which  corresponds  with  the  entries  now  on 
the  books,  now  shown  to  me.” 

“Immediately  after  examining  fine  books,  I came 
into  the  president’s  room,  and  communicated  to  him 
what  had  been  communicated  to  me, and  what  I had 
learned  by  examining  the  books.  After  stating 
this,  I desired  that  nothing  of  a similar  nature  should 
occur  while  I was  a director  of  the  bank.  He  told 
me  there  should  not.” 

“I  directed  the  officers  to  enter  on  Ihe  books  the 
money  that  had  been  loaned  from  the  teller’s  drawer, 
and  which  was  represented  by  stock  certificates.  It 
was  done;  I did  not  see  it  done,  I knew  it  was 
done.  Subsequently,  I saw  this  entry  of  ‘bills  re- 
ceivable,’ which  I knew  was  the  entry  made  fc.r 
that  purpose.  In  the  entry  on  the  semi-weeklv 
statement  or  state  of  the  bank  under  date  of  27th 
May,  under  head  of  bills  receivable,  the  sum  of 
$69,000  is  entered,  which  is  the  exact  amount  of 
the  two  sums  of  $45,000  and  24,000,  represented 
by  stock  certificates  in  the  teller’s  drawer.” 

Such  is  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  my  ori- 
ginal statement,  and  of  the  charge  it  imported 
against  the  president  of  the  bank.  But  lo  make  it 
intelligible  to  those  who  can  have  no  opportunity 
to  see  the  hooks  themselves,  and  to  know  the  course 
of  bank  transactions  in  detail,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  explain  the  nature  of  the  transactions  referred  to 
in  mv  statement , as  they  were  developed  to  the 
committee  at  the  time  by  the  books  of  the  bank 
and  by  the  verbal  explanations  of  the  officers. 

First,  as  to  the  two  sums  of  $45,000  arid  $24,000, 
taken  from  the  teller’s  drawer.  (25th  and  26th  May’ 
1824),  upon  deposite  with  that  officer  of  some  sort 
of  stocks.  According  to  the  practice,  as  explained 
to  me  by  the  officers  at  the  time,  and  verified  by  my 
inspection,  indeed  admitted  by  all  of  them  before 
the  committee,  the  practice  was  for  the  borrower 
to  deposite  with  the  teller  certificates  to  a certain 
amount  of  some  kind  of  stocks,  of  the  solidity  and  se- 
curity of  which  he  was  to  judge.  These  stocks  were 
of  quite  a miscellaneous  description,  such  as  Ihe 
stocks  of  roads,  canals,  theatre,  arcade,  museum,  &c. 
These  loans  wore  considered,  as  they  all  sav.  infor- 
mal and  temporary,  merely  for  a few  days’  accommo- 
dation, and  never  passed  through  any ’of  the  forms 
or  into  the  books,  of  ordinary  discounts.  The  stock 
certificate  was  deposited  in  the  teller’s  drawer,  with 
a memorandum  attached  of  the  amount  advanced  on 
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it,  and  there  counted , in  the  daily  settlements,  as 
money,  in  place  of  the  money  advanced  upon  it;  and 
so  continued  till  the  borrower  redeemed  it  by  re- 
paying the  money.  Such  was  the  nature,  and  so 
admitted,  of  the  two  sums  of  $45,000  and  $24,000, 
obtained  by  T.  and  J.  G.  Biddle  from  the  teller’s 
drawer,  on  the  25th  and  26th  May. 

I was  under  the  undoubting  Impression,  at  the 
time  I gave  my  evidence  before  the  committee,  that 
no  interest  or  discount  was  charged  on  these  infor- 
mal and  temporary  advances  of  money  upon  depo- 
sites  of  stocks  with  the  teller,  and  that  the  two 
cashiers  so  informed  me.  The  whole  nature  and 
form  of  the  transaction  seemed  to  warrant  such  a 
conclusion.  They  were  not  passed  into  any  ordi- 
nary account  belonging  properly  to  discount  trans- 
actions; and  I neither  saw  nor  heard  of  any  proper 
head  of  account  in  which  they  could  appear;  nor, 
in  fact,  did  any  such  proper  head  of  account  ever 
exist.  The  loan  or  advance  of  money  on  the  stock 
certificates  was  temporary,  and  for  an  uncertain 
time;  and  above' all,  the  deposited  certificates,  with 
the  memorandum  attached,  (that  memorandum  be- 
ing, as  I supposed,  the  only  memorial  kept  of  the 
transaction),  were  kept  among  the  cash  in  the  tel- 
ler’s drawer,  and  in  his  daily  settlements,  as  admit- 
ted, were  counted  as  so  much  cash.  Thus,  to  all  the 
purposes  of  counting  and  accounting,  in  the  cur- 
rent business  of  the  bank,  they  held  the  place,  and 
answered  all  the  purposes,  of  cash.  In  short,  they 
stood  as  completely  the  representatives  of  the  cash 
advanced  on  them,  as  bank  notes  would  have  done, 
upon  which  specie  had  been  advanced,  with  an  un- 
derstanding that  an  equivalent  in  specie  should  be 
returned,  and  the  bank  notes  withdrawn.  I think 
the  conclusion,  that,  no  interest  was  charged,  when, 
by  .this  conventional  arrangement,  a thing  was  put 
in  the  place  of  the  cash  advanced,  and  was  treated 
in  all  respects  as  the  cash  itself,  must  be  deemed  by 
every  candid  mind  natural  and  reasonable.  But  it 
appeared,  from  the  examination  of  the  bank  officers, 
that  when  the  borrower,  under  these  informal  and 
temporary  arrangements,  came  to  return  the  cash, 
and  redeem  his  certificates,  he  was,  in  fact,  charg- 
ed interest  for  the  time  he  happened  to  have  kept 
the  money;  which  interest  was  entered  by  the  teller 
as  an  item  under  the  head  of  “exchange  account,” 
and  in  one  instance,  under  the  head  of  “interest 
account.”  But  without  any  specification  of  the 
transaction  out  of  which  the  interest  arose  that  was 
so  credited  to  the  exchange  account.  The  identity 
of  the  credit  with  the  real  transaction  was  in  no 
way  to  be  traced  on  the  books. 

When  this  appeared,  it  struck  me  as  possible  that 
I might  have  confounded,  in  my  own  mind,  my 
own  "original  and  very  natural  conclusions,  at  the 
time  I examined  the  transaction,  with  what  the  two 
cashiers  had  told  me;  and  in  that  confusion  of  one 
impression  or  source  of  knowledge  with  another, 
very  common  after  a lapse  of  many  years,  I might 
so  far  have  mistaken  the  terms  of  the  communica- 
tion to  me  from  the  two  cashiers.  The  disclosure, 
made  to  the  committee,  of  the  manner  of  charging 
interest  on  these  transactions  was  just  as  new  to 
me  as  to  the  committee.  I accordingly  sent  in  an 
immediate  explanation  to  the  committee,  acknow- 
ledging the  possibility  of  my  having  mistaken  the 
terms  of  the  communication  to  me  from  the  cashiers 
in  that  particular.  But  nothing  would  satisfy  the 
minority  of  the  committee;  they  persisted  that  the 
denial  of  the  officers  of  having  told  me  the  loans 
were  without  interest,  verified  by  the  proof  that  in- 
terest was  in  fact  charged,  was  an  irreconcilable 
contradiction,  going  to  discredit  and  falsify  my 
whole  evidence.  Now,  more  dispassionate  and  im- 
partial men  would  have  easily  seen  the  source  of 
my  mistake,  if  mistake  there  were,  and  how  ration- 
ally it  was  to  be  accounted  for,  in  perfect  consiste  n- 
cy both  with  general  accuracy  and  with  sincerity. 
That  I could  have  had  no  desi’gn  to  impose  upon 
the  committee  a false  representation,  knowing  it  to 
be  false,  must  be  conceded,  if  an  ordinary  share  of 
capacity  be  conceded  to  me;  if,  in  short,  I were  ca- 
pable of  trumping  up  “an  artfully  devised  story,” 
as  the  minority  report  terms  it.  My  own  know- 
ledge and  experience  of  business  must  have  inform- 
ed me  that  if  interest  were  really  charged  and  paid, 
there  must  be  conclusive  evidence  of  it  in  the  bank, 
and  that  I could  not  hope  to  pass  off  the  fiction 
without  manifest  detection.  When,  therefore,  I re- 
presented that  no  interest  was  charged,  I must  have 
been  sincere  in  thinking  so;  .and  I doubt  if  any  man 
of  business  could  bave'seen  the  transaction  as  I saw 
it  in  May,  1824,  without  drawing  the  same  conclu- 
sion. 

Mr.  Wilson,  the  former  cashier,  though  he  denies 
all  specific  recollection  of  the  conversation  with  me 
on  the  subject,  admits  he  disapproved  of  the  trans- 
actions referred  to,  and  had  mentioned  them  with 
disapprobation  to  some  of  the  directors;  and  one  of 
the  directors  proves  the  same. 


The  minority  of  the  committee  argue  that  my 
statement  of  having  ordered  the  transaction  to  be 
entered  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  and  of  its  having 
been  done  accordingly,  is  falsified  by  the  production 
of  an  account  of  “bills  receivable,”  of  a previous 
date. 

But  that  part  of  roy  statement  is  corroborated 
and  verified  by  the  books  themselves.  The  semi- 
weekly statement,  or  state  of  the  bank,  which  is 
the  book  in  which  I said  the  entry  was  made  pur- 
suant to  my  direction,  was  produced,  and  showed 
the  two  sums  I had  specified  there  actually  entered 
in  pne  aggregate  item  of  $69,000,  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  ot  May.  Now  this  corresponded  in  date 
with  the  time  I gave  the  direction  according  to  rny 
evidence.  It  does  not  correspond  in  date  with  the 
original  advances  of  money  on  the  25th  and  26th 
May;  and,  what  is  more,  it  is  the  Very  first  entry 
found  in  that  book  of  any  such  transaction  after  Mr. 
Biddle’s  presidency;  though  a list  of  twenty-six  si- 
milar and  prior  transactions,  in  A 23  and  A 24,  was 
produced  by  the  teller,  and  never  entered  in  that  or 
any  other  of  the  bank  books,  but  kept  in  the  teller’s 
drawer,  as  representing  so  niuen  casn.  ito  attempt 
is  made  by  the  officers  of  the  bank  to  account  why 
no  entry  of  similar  transactions  appeared  before,  or 
why  they  appeared  then,  unless  in  consequence  of 
some  new  rule  or  direction  from  some  source;  and 
no  direction,  other  than  mine,  for  such  change,  is 
pretended. 

So  far  as  the  facts  stated  by  me  went  to  throw 
any  blame  on  the  administration  of  the  bank,  the 
blame  was  but  very  partially  relieved,  by  proof  that 
interest  was  paid  on  these  extremely  irregular  ad- 
vances of  money  on  deposite  of  stock  certificates. 
The  main  fact  stood  confessed,  that  after  the  psesi- 
dency  of  Mr.  Cheves  terminated,  and  Mr.  Biddle’s 
commenced1,  this  most  irregular  and  dangerous  prac- 
tice prevailed  of  lending  money,  without  any  of 
the  checks  or  guards  provided  by  the  fundamental 
rules  enacted  by  the  stockholders.  It  was  obvious 
enough  how  completely  it  lay. open  the  funds  of 
the  bank  to  be  disposed  of  at  the  discretion  of  its 
executive  officers,  without  any  possible  control  of 
the  board;  under  whose  notice  none  of  these  trans- 
actions were  ever  brought,  either  to  be  sanctioned 
before  hand,  or  approved  after:  in  fact,  under  an 
entire  ignorance  of  the  hoard,  as  to  the  nature  or 
extent  of  such  transactions.  The  board  might  pro- 
ject their  scale  of  discounts  upon  a given  state  of 
the  bank’s  funds,  whilst  the  very  funds  on  which 
they  calculated  might  have  been  all  abstracted  by 
means  of  these  irregular  stock  loans  at  the  discre- 
tion of  one  of  its  officers,  without  the  privity  of 
the  hoard,  or  any  regular  channel  through  which 
any  knowledge  of  them  could  come  to  the  board. 
Under  such  a system  the  hoard  must  have  proceed- 
ed with  their  discounts  in  ignorance  of  the  state  of 
the  funds,  a precise  and  accurate-  knowledge  of 
which  was  indispensable  to  the  discreet  arid  safe 
transaction  of  the  discount  business.  Mr.  Adams 
says  the  omission  to  take  interest  on  these  stock 
luans,  was  the  “ quintessence ” of  the  charge  which 
my  evidence  went  to  support;  all  the  rest  of  it,  I 
suppose,  was  a mere  caput  mortuvm.  But  I doubt 
if  it  require  not  more  potent  chemistry  than  his  to 
bring  off  this  quintessence  without  a very  strong 
taint  indeed  of  the  residuum. 

A further  corroboration  is  found  in  these  addi- 
tional facts: 

1st.  That  eight  years  before  my  evidence  was 
given,  the  very  year  the  transaction  happened,  I 
mentioned  the  circumstance  to  a witness  of  unques- 
tioned credit;  and  showed  him  the  original  memo- 
randum of  it,  which  I produced  to  the  committee. 
2d.  The  memorandum  itself  contains  internal  evi- 
dence that  I must  have  got  ali  the  information  noted 
in  it,  about  the  two  sums  of  45,000  dollars  and 
24,000  dollars  represented  by  stock-certificates,  by 
means  of  voluntary  disclosures  from  the  officers  of 
the  bank,  because  I could  not  otherwise  have  got 
at  the  particulars;  being,  as  an  individual  director, 
excluded  from  all  inspection  of  private  accounts, 
and  having  no  access  to  the  teller’s  drawer.  But 
the  evidence,  even  of  this  witness,  is  laid  hold  ol  to 
discredit  me;  because  he  had  no  recollection  of  my 
mentioning  that  the  cashiers  had  informed  me  no 
interest  was  charged  on  these  sums;  and,  h3  be- 
thought the  transaction  bad  enough  without  that 
aggravation,  he  Ihinks  he  should  have  remembered 
if  I had  mentioned  it.  Willi  what  justice  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee  attach  such  conclusive 
force  to,  and  make  such  parade,  either  of  my  hav- 
ing omitted,  in  fact,  to  mention  that  circumstance 
of  aggravation  to  the  witness,  or  of  his  not  recollect- 
ing it,  I shall  not  stop  to  inquire.  No  impartial 
man  could  have  imagined  I would  perjure  myself, 
to  add  a circumstance  of  mere  aggravation  to  a 
transaction  which  the  cashier  admits  he  disapprov- 
ed of,  and  had  spoken  of  with  disapprobation,  j 
which  every  one,  to  whom  I mentioned  it,  con-  i 


demned;  and  which,  hating  the  circumstance  of 
interest,  stands  at  last  proved  and  admitted  to” the 
very  letter. 

2 dly.  As  to  the  two  other  transactions  mention- 
ed in  my  statement,  of  two  notes  of  $20,000  and 
$3S,319,  discounted  in  May,  1824,  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank,  in  the  recess  of  the  board,  and  of 
course  without  passing  the  boaid.  The  fact  that 
these  notes  were  so  discounted  stands  manifest  and 
demonstrative  on  the  face  of  the  bank  books;  and 
they  moreover  constitute  not  the  only  transactions 
of  the  kind,  which,  after  my  statement  was  given 
in,  and  controverted  and  denied  in  every  shape, 
were  discovered  by  the  committee,  and  confessed 
to  by  the  president  and  other  officers  of  the  bank. 

The  fact  as  to  these  two  notes  is  demonstrated 
by  the  discount  hook,  in  which  is  prepared,  before 
the  meeting  of  the  board  on  each  day  of  its  session, 
an  exact  list  of  all  notes  offered  to  the  board  on  that 
day  lor  discount.  After  the  heard  has  passed  on 
this  list,  and  marked  on  it  the  notes  discounted, 
and  the  notes  rejected,  this  book  is  handed  over  to 
a clerk,  who  extends,  in  separate  columns  left  for 
me  purpose,  me  amounts  or  nines  aciuanj'  discount- 
ed by  the  board  in  one  column,  and  in  the  other 
column  the  discount  on  the  same;  afid  then  adds 
up  the  whole  amount  of  notes  discounted,  and  of 
discount,  at  the  foot  of  each  of  those  columns. — 
This  completc-y  closes  the  transactions  of  the 
board  for  that  day.  Now  there  are  found  added  at 
the  foot  of  this  list,  and  added  to  the  sm  total  of 
the  board’s  transactions,  the  two  identical  notes  de- 
scribed in  my  evidence.  Besides  which,  it  appears 
from  the  number  of  days’  discount  which  was 
charged,  that  the  notes,  though  dated,  before, Were 
not  actually  discounted  till  a day  or  two  after,  the 
adjournment  of'  the  board. 

At  that  time,  be  it  remembered,  there  was  no 
authority  to  make  any  discount,  or  otherwise  lend 
out  the  bank’s  money,  hut  in  the  hoard  itself. — 
The  “ exchange  committee,”  with  authority  to  dis- 
count during  the  recess  of  the  hoard,  was  not  insti- 
tuted till  some  time  after. 

Some  explanation  was  hinted  about  notes  offer- 
ed to  (he  board  at  or  after  their  session  for  the  day 
commenced,  and  so  not  appearing  on  the  original 
list,  w hich  is  prepared  the  clay  before.  But  this 
was  afterwards  so  utterly  exploded  that  not  one  of 
the  minority  of  the  committee  ventured  to  notice  it 
in  their  reports.  It  was  shown  that  when  such 
cases  did  occur,  the  late  offered  notes  (which  are 
only  received  by  indulgence),  are  added  to  the  list 
before  the  offering  book  is  closed  by  the  proper 
clerk;  and  they  go  into  the  aggregate  of  the  notes 
that  make  up  the  sum  total  in  the  looting  up  of  dis- 
counted notes  and  discount  for  the  day;  this  footing 
up  being  always  in  the  evening  or  next  morning  af- 
ter the  board  adjourns.  This  clearly  appears  from 
Mr.  Biddle’s  own  explanation  of  the  appearance  of 
Webb  and  Noah’s  notes  on  the  offering  book  some 
years  subsequent  to  the  transaction  in  question;  in 
which  W’s  and  N’s  notes  in  the  list  appear  in. a dif- 
ferent hand  and  ink,  and  are  explained  as  late  of- 
fered notes,  presented  after  the  board  met,  and  after 
the  regular  list  had  been  prepared.  But  these  sup- 
plements all  appear  consecutively  as  a part  of  the 
original  list,  added  before  the  book  is  closed,  and 
are  embodied  in  the  aggregates  of  notes  discounted 
and  of  discount  footed  up  in  the  proper  columns. 

But  what  renders  all  the  violent  indignation  and 
fuss,  about  this  charge  of  making  discounts  without 
authority,  so  much  the  more  remarkable,  are  two 
admitted  and  unquestioned  facts,  showing  equally 
or  more  exceptionable  discounts. 

1st.  The  loans  from  the  teller’s  drawer  on  depo- 
sites  of  stock  certificates,  as  already  mentioned. 
What  difference  in  principle  between  a loan  on  one 
security  more  than  another;  on  real  estate,  cr  good 
personal  security,  a.nd  those  same  sicclrs  that  have 
been  described?  The  lawfulness  of  a discretion  as- 
sumed by  an  executive  officer,  contrary  to  the  rule 
of  action  prescribed  by  his  superiors,  cannot  surely 
depend  upon  another  act  of  disci etiun — bis  judg- 
ment of  the  relative  solidity  of  different  securities. 
Besides,  these  loans  from  the  teller’s  drawer  are  of 
more  dangerous  precedent  er.d  consequence.  They 
cannot  come  under  the  notice  of  the  directors,  un- 
less "Voluntarily  disclosed  by  the  otficers;  whereas, 
the  notes  discounted  without  authority  are  added  in 
the  discount  hook,  and  might  accidentally  be  seen 
there  by  the  directors. 

2d.  The  investigating  committee,  in  their  re- 
searches under  the  head  of  loans  to  members  of  con- 
gress, somehow’  discovered  (but  how  has  never  been 
discovered  to  me,  or  to  the  public,  so  far  as  I know), 
that,  on  the  very  day  of  their -meeting  at  Philadel- 
phia, two  notes’  had  been  discounted  upon  the  au- 
thority of  the  president  alone,  without  communica- 
tion with  any  member  of  the  board,  for  Mr.  Philan- 
I der  Stevens,’  then  a member  of  congress.  The  pre- 
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sident,  upon  his  examination  before  the  committee 
on  this  particular  fact,  at  last  admits  it;  and  excuses 
it  by  saying  Mr.  Stevens  was  a stranger,  and  about 
to  leave  the  city  before  the  meeting  o't  the  exchange 
committee  in  the  afternoon;  whereas  it  appears,  in 
fact,  there  was  no  meeting  of  the  exchange  com- 
mittee that  day  at  all;  but  there  was  a meeting  of 
the  board  of  directors  the  very  same  day!  ’Tis  in- 
deed curious  to  read  the  president’s  statement  on 
this  subject  in  another  view.  After  all  his  own  de- 
nials, and  the  denials  of  the  cashiers,  in  relation  to 
my  statement,  founded  on  their  utter  want  of  recol- 
lection of  the  facts  after  a lapse  of  eight  years,  it 
will  be  seen  how  uncertain,  and  how  indistinct  and 
hesitating  is  his  recollection  of  this  discount  for  •?. 
Stevens,  which  happened  but  a few  days  before  his 
examination.  If  he  had  reflected  on  the  severe 
task  imposed  on  his  memory,  by  his  multiplied 
commerce  with  so  many  individuals,  and  in  such  a 
diversity  of  transactions,  he  must  have  been  less 
confident  in  the  negative  force  of  his  and  other  per- 
sons’non-recollection  in  my  case.  ’Tis  impossible 
to  read  this  part  of  the  president’s  statement,  with- 
out seeing  that  if  one  year,  or  perhaps  three  months, 
lui  more,  eigne  years,  nad  passed,  without  having 
his  attention  called  to  the  transaction  in  the  mean 
time,  he  could  hardly  have  recollected  one  word  of 
the  transaction  with  Philander  Stevens.  Even  in 
the  very  short  time  that  had  elapsed,  his  recollec- 
tion had  become  not  only  indistinct  and  hesitating, 
but  positively  inaccurate , both  as  to  the  circumstan- 
ces, and  as  to  his  own  motives  and  reasons  for  mak- 
ing the  discounts,  on  his  sole  authority,  to  Mr.  Ste- 
vens. He  is,  at  first,  uncertain  whether  there  wei 
two  notes,  or  only  one,  discounted.  But  he  distinct- 
ly stated,  and  doubtless  30  thought,  his  reason  was 
that  Mr.  Stevens  was  a stranger,  and  was  about  to 
leave  town  before  the  meeting  of  the  exchange  com- 
mittee in  the  afternoon.  Yet  it  appeared,  from  a 
further  examination  of  the  other  officers  of  the 
bank,  beyond  all  contradiction,  that  one  of  the  two 
notes  was  discounted  in  the  forenoon,  whilst  the 
bnrd  itself  was  in  session,  and  without  the  slightest 
intimation  to  it  of  the  transaction;  and  that  the  se- 
cond note  was  discounted  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day;  the  very  afternoon  before  which  Mr.  Ste- 
vens was  obliged  to  leave  town — the  very  afternoon 
when,  as  supposed,  the  exchange  committee  was  to 
meet,  but  when,  in  fact,  it  was  not  to  meet;  the  com- 
mittee, for  very  obvious  reasons,  never  meeting  on 
the  same  day  as  the  board.  All  this  stands  plain 
and  undisputed  on  the  face  of  the  record.  This 
transaction  is  passed  over  in  utter  silence  by  the 
minority  of  the  committee;  nor  is  it  mentioned  in 
the  majority’s  report;  who,  being  intent  on  the  great 
and  far  reaching  objects’of  their  investigation,  pre- 
tennitted  all  reference  to  the  minor  points  that  af- 
fected the  personal  or  official  acts  of  single  officers 
of  the  bank, ‘without  reaching  the'institution  itself. 

Here  again  I repeat  my  question,  what  was  there 
so  monstrous  and  incredible  in  the  charge  of  having 
discounted  notes  for  T.  Biddle  and  C.  Biddle  with- 
out authority,  more  than  of  discounting  the  notes 
for  Philander  Stevens,  upon  the  president’s  own 
discretion,  and  equally  without  authority?  Indeed, 
the  latter  transaction  might  attach  much  greater 
blame  to  him  than  the  former,  for  the  security  of 
the  former  was  well  known  to  him,  as  above  all 
question;  whereas  he  knew  nothing  of  the  security 
of  the  latter;  which,  in  fact,  turned  out  to~be  of  tile 
most.dubious  character;  the  drawers  of  the  notes, 
who  resided  in  Baltimore,  soon  after  failing. 

* But  it  is  wholly  vain  to  consider  the  subject  ac- 
cording to  any  of  the  rules  of  merely  human  reason. 
According  to  the  minority,  a miracle  has  been 
wrought  to  confound  me.  If  so,  there  is  an  end  to 
the  question;  ’tis  vain  for  human  might  to  strive 
against  superhuman  might.  At  any  rate  the  mere 
appeal  to  a miracle  must  decide  the  question  one 
way  or  the  other.  That  appeal  necessarily  admits 
the  necessity  of  a miracle  to  confound  my  evidence, 
and  that  nothing  short  of  the  miracle  could  have 
done  it.  The  alternative  consequence  fnii°vr.->  iu- 
evitablv:  if  the  mi.acie  ne  established  as  genuine, 
my  evidence  must  stand  confounded,  without  the 
possibility  of  human  support  or  help:  if  not  estab- 
lished as  genuine,  then  my  evidence  stands  con- 
fessed above  all  human  force  to  overthrow  it;  so 
much  being  admitted  in  the  very  terms  of  a miracle 
invoked  to  operate  that  effect.  Now  there  are  only 
two  modes  of  establishing  the  genuineness  of  this 
miracle;  first,  a priori,  by  means  of  some  revela- 
tion from  on  high;  secondly,  a posteriori,  from  the 
sensible  effects  operated  by  its  means,  and  incapa- 
ble of  being  operated  by  ordinary  or  human  means. 
Trie  first,  I presume,  is  not  pretended  to;  we  have 
then  only  to  inquire  into  the  second;  and  if  it  be 
found  inoperative  of  its  given  end,  or  of  any  mira- 
culous elf-ct,  its  spuriousness  is  at  once  demon- 
strated; the  absence  ot  the  effect  necessarily  in- 
ferring the  absence  of  the  cause. 


Even  the  heathen  treated  their  false  gods  with 
more  reverence  than  to  call  them  in  without  some 
end  worthy  of  divine  interposition.  One  of  the 
best  of  ancient  pouts  arid  writers,  in  laying  down 
the  canons  of  criticism  on  the  employment  of  su- 
pernatural agency  in  the  machinery  of  epic  and 
tragic  poetry,  gives  this  caution: 

“Nec  Deus  intersit  nisi  dign’us  vindice  modus.” 

Tile  whole  process  and  operation  of  this  miracle 
is  thus  given  to  us  in  the  course  of  Mr.  Biddle’s  ar- 
gumentative counter  statement  and  in  the  minority 
report. 

The  president  of  the  bank,  under  some  extraor- 
dinary impulse  or  presentiment,  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  day  when  my  evidence  was  given,  was  led  to 
discover,  from  an  examination  into  the  minute 
book,  or  journal  of  the  board  of  directors,  that  he 
ivas  absent  from  Philadelphia  many  days  before, 
and  many  days  subsequent  to,  the  time  when  I am 
supposed  to  have  stated  I held  the  conversation 
with  him,  as  in  my  evidence.  lie  shuts  me  in,  or 
encloses  me,  as  he  says,  between  (Wo  days — tire 
2Gth  and  27th  of  May— for  the  date  of  that  con- 
-T-umii  lie  says  could  not  have  been,  ac- 
cording to  my  account,  before  the  first,  nor  after 
the  second,  of  those  days.  His  absence  is  clearly 
enough  established  by  his  documents,  from  the  22d 
of  May,  when  he  left  Philadelphia  for  Washington, 
to  the  30th  of  May,  when  he  returned  to  Philadel- 
phia very  early  in  the  morning.  Then  assuming 
the  27th  for  the  date  supposed  to  have  been  given 
by  me  for  the  conversation  with  him,  his  many 
days'  difference  between  the  given  date  of  the  con- 
versation and  the  day  when  it  was  possible  to  have 
happened,  is  reduced  to  three;  for  I might  have 
conversed  with  him  in  his  room  at  the  bank  on 
the  30th  of  May,  the  very  day  of  his  return,  or 
on  the  31st,  &c.  The  dale,  he  says,  of  this  con- 
versation, is  of  the  very  essence  of  ray  testimony; 
which,  being-contradicted  in  that  particular,  is  con- 
tradicted throughout!  Whether  he  came  at  his 
“essence”  by  any  better  chemistry  than  Mr.  Adams 
his  ‘‘quintessence,"  may  be  presently  seen. 

The  minority  report,  after  parading  this  grand 
discovery,  and  setting  it  forth  in  high  sounding 
phrase,  launches  out  alter  this  fashion: 

“Thus  was  this  artfully  devised  story,  which  wm 
intended  to  blast  the  reputation  af  a high  minded 
and  honorabie  man,  through  one  of  those  extraordi- 
nary interpositions  by  which  Providence  sometimes 
confounds  the  contrivances  of  the  wicked,  made  to 
recoil  upon  the  head  of  its  inventor,  who  must  for- 
ever stand  forth  as  a blasted  monument  of  the  spee- 
dy and  retributive  justice  of  heaven.” 

Now  let  us  try  the  genuineness  of  this  alleged  mi- 
racle by  the  test,  a posteriori,  and  see,  after  all, 
what  it  has  proved,  and  the  necessary  consequences 
from  what  it  proves.  The  thing  to  be  proved  is 
that  no  such  conversation  ever  occurred  as  I had 
-stated.  I had  stated  that  it  happened  “immediate- 
ly” after  what  had  passed  between  me  and  the 
cashiers  on  the  26th  and  27th  of  May.  This  mi- 
raculous discovery  proves  that  the  conversation 
could  not  have  happened  so  early  as  the  27th,  nor 
earlier  than  the  30th  of  May.  But  does  that  prove, 
or  approximate  proof,  that  it  could  not  have  hap- 
pened on  the  30th?  Does  it  prove  that  it  must 
necessarily  be  wholly  false,  if  it  could  not  have 
happened  before  the  30th;  in  other  words,  that  I 
had  assigned  a wrong  date  to  it,  by  three  days?  If. 
so,  it  has  operated  a miraculous  change  in  the  uni- 
versally received  rules  of  evidence;  according  to 
which,  far  wider  mistakes  of  date  are  invariably 
hpUl  of  no  weight  whatever  against  the  credibility 
of  evidence,  unless  under  very  extraordinary  and 
peculiar  circumstances.  Now  what  is  there  so  ex- 
traordinary and  peculiar  in  my  case?  I was  speak- 
ing of  a transaction  and  a conversation,  eight  years 
after  they  occurred.  Suppose  I had  said  the  con- 
versation happened  on  the  27th  May,  specifically; 
would  a variance  of  three  days  in  the  date  weigh  a 
leather  against  my  credit?  ’ Suppose  that,  instead 
of  saying  the  conversation  happened  “immediately” 
after  what  passed  on  the  27lh  May,  I named  that 
day  simply  as  the  date  of  the  conversation,  what,  I 
ask,  may  be  the  difference  of  effect  on  the  credit 
of  evidence  between  a mistake  of  three  days  in  a 
given  date,  and  the  like  mistake  in  comparing  the 
succession  of  time  between  two  events?  Before  it 
can  be  considered  that  the  mistake,  in  either  form, 
is  sufficient  to  destroy  the  credit  of  a witness,- and 
falsify  his  whole  statement,  our  faith  must  indeed 
be  compelled,  not  our  reason  led,  to  the  conclusion. 
A man  is  just  as  liable  to  mistake,  after  the  lapse 
of  so  many  years,  in  computing  the  succession  of 
time  between  two  events,  as  in  naming  a particular 
day  as  the  date  of  one  event.  It  was  probably  im- 
pressed on  my  mind,  that  I mentioned  the  circum- 
stances to  Mr.  Biddle,  the  first  time  I met  him, 
after  learning  the  facts;  and.surely  it  was  a matter 


of  the  most  trivial  concern,  whether  I saw  and  con- 
versed with  him  the  same  day,  or  three  or  four 
days  after.  Again,  suppose  it  proved  that  the  con- 
versation did  not  happen  at  all,  because  it  is  most 
miraculously  discovered  that  it  could  not  have  hap- 
pened on  a particular  day:  does  tiiat  prove  all  the 
facts  said  to  have  formed  the  subject  of  that  con- 
versation, an  “artfully  devised  story,”  notwith- 
standing demonstrative  proof  of  their  substantial 
truth?  If  so,  it  is  a miracle  indeed;  but  one  pro- 
ceeding from  very  doubtful  authority;  more,  it  may 
apprehended,  from  the  powers  of  darkness  than  of 
light. 

Mr.  Biddle  is  said  in  the  minority  report  (though 
no  such  thing  is  recorded  in  his  evidence)  to  have 
declared,  when  he  first  heard  my  evidence,  that  I 
would  have  sunk  into  the  earth  sooner  than  have 
dared  speak  to  him  in  the  manner  I described. — 
This  may  be'all  very  high-stomached  and  sublime 
for  aught  I know;  it  goes  but  little  way,  however, 
to  prove  that  he  did  not  occasionally  usurp  upon 
tlio  authority  of  the  board.  If  the  directors  were 
indeed  held  in  such  abject  submission  that  they 
would  sooner  be  swallowed  in  an  earthquake  than 
dare  his  wrath  by  a decorous  and  amicable  remon- 
strance, such  as  1 represented  myself  to  have  made 
upon  the  occasion  of  his  irregular  discounts  without 
authority,  why  then  we  were  all  under  great  obli- 
gations to  him  that  he  forbore  to  kick  us  out  of 
doors,  and  take  the  whole  management  into  his  own 
hands  as  Oliver  Cromwell  did  with  the  Rump. 

Mr.  Adams  at  last  comes  with  his  mantle  oK  cha- 
rity to  cover  me;  and  the  utmost  limit  of  his  charity 
is  to  suppose,  that  after  being  stimulated,  from  with- 
out, to  bear  testimony,  and  even  urged  in  the  first 
instance  by  base  or  malicious  motives,  I became 
myself  a sort  of  victim  to  self-delusion,  and  verily 
believed  the  facts  at  the  time  I swore  to  them.  Of 
his  philosophy,  in  accounting  lor  involuntary  de- 
partures from  truth  as  the  effect  of  voluntarily  yield- 
ing to  base  motives,  I iiave  nothing  to  say:  his  cha- 
rity in  acquitting  me  of  wilful  perjury,  by  the  hy- 
pothesis of  other  motives,  or  stimuli,  no  less  base,  I 
must  beg  leave  very  humbly  and  respectfully  to  dis- 
claim. In  return,  however,  for  his  protfered  cha- 
rity, scanty  and  penurious  as  it  flows,  I am  ready  to 
extend  far  more  of  mine  to  some  confessed  errors  of 
his  own,  in  his  relation  of  facts,  and  his  citation  of 
dates.  I refer  to  his  statement  on  the  floor  of  con- 
gress, at  the  session  before  the  last,  that  by  direc- 
tion of  president  Monroe,  be  had  waited  on  geneial 
Jackson  at  a certain  named  house  in  Washington, 
and  at  a certain  time,  and  consulted  him  about  the 
treaty  of  the  22d  February,  IS  ID,  with  Spain.  Mr. 
Adams  was  under  the  firmest,  and  no  doubt  most 
honest,  of  mental  convictions,  that  he  t)ad  submit- 
ted the  draught  of  this  treaty,  when  it  was  prepared 
ready  for  signature,  hut  before  the  obligation  to 
sign  was  absolute,  to  gen.  Jackson,  who  kept  it  a 
day  or  two  under  consideration,  and  then  returned 
it  with  his  full  approbation.  Now,  as  gen.  Jackson 
and  Mr.  Adams  unfortunately  came  to  issue  on  this 
assertion,  the  general  denying  it,  and  Mr.  Ajlams 
adhering  to  his  statement,  it  was  at  length  disco- 
vered and  placed  beyond  the  possibility  of  contro- 
versy, that  Mr.  A.  was  utterly  mistaken;  that  it 
was  impossible  his  statement  could  be  true;  for  that 
gen.  Jackson  was  absent  from  the  city  on  a tour  to 
the  north,  at  the  only  possible  time  when  the  trans- 
action could  have  happened  here.  ’Tis  now  a fact 
beyond  all  controversy,  that  gen.  Jackson  left  the 
city  on  his  tour  on  the  Iltli  February,  181.9,  and 
did  not  return  till  the  1st  March.  Whilst  the  re- 
cords show  incontrovertibly,  that  even  Mr.  Adams’ 
counter-project  of  a treaty  was  not  sent  to  Mr. 
Onis  till  the  13th  of  February,  two  days  after  gen. 
Jackson  left  here,  and  that  the  treaty  ilself  was  ac- 
tually signed  by  the  parties  on  the  22d,  seven  days 
before  his  return. 

I shall  leave  it  to  the  minority  of  the  committee 
to  determine  if  this  discovery  of  the  recorded  evi- 
dence, both  of  facts  and  dates,  utterly  irreconcilable 
with  Mr.  A’s  statement,  was  the  effect  of  one  of 
those  “extraordinary  interpositions  of  Providence,” 
which  they  have  cited  to  confound  rne.  Upon  a 
comparison  of  the  inaccuracies  imputed  to  us,  that 
ot  Mr.  Adams  is  as  a mountain  to  a molehill.  The 
whole  of  his  facts  are  cut  up  root  and  branch.  It  is 
utterly  impossible  that  the  inchoate  treaty  could,  at 
any  time  whatever,  have  been  submitted  to  general 
Jackson,  as  lie  states.  In  my  case,  the  utmost  that 
the  “extraordinary  interposition  of  Providence”  per- 
formed, was  to  show  a mistake  of  three  days  in  the 
date  or  time  of  an  event  happening  eight  years  be- 
fore'. Yet  I can  truly  and  honestly  assure  Mr. 
Adams,  that  the  measure  of  my  charity  for  his  mis- 
take as  far  exceeds  his  for  mine,  as  the  magnitude 
of  his  mistake  exceeds  mine.  After  this,  I think 
my  charily  at  least  can  never  be  called  in  question, 
whatever  may  be  said  of  ray  truth. 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED.] 
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Col.  William  Steuart.  On  the  9th  alt.  the  Vigi- 
lant fire  company  of  Baltimore,  of  which  col.  Wm. 
Steuart  lias  been  the  president  for  twenty  years, 
presented  him  with  a valuable  silver  pitcher  and 
stand,  as  a mark  of  respect  for  his  services.  Abet- 
ter citizen  or  a more  honest  man  never  lived  than 
col.  S.  and  the  sentiments  of  the  Vigilant  fire  com- 
pany embody  those  of  the  citizens  generally. 

United  States'  insolvent  debtors.  At  the  last  ses- 
sion of  congress  there  was  an  act  passed  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States. 
It  includes  cases  previous  to  the  1st  day  of  Janua- 
ry, 1837,  and  persons  having  entered  into  engage- 
ments previous  to  that  time,  although  payable  at  a 
future  day,  are  embraced  within  its  provisions. — 
The  application  for  relief  must  be  made -under  oath 
to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Newspapers  in  Mississippi.  There  are  now  pub- 
lished in  Mississippi  thirty  papers:  eleven  are  in  fa- 
vor of  VanBuren,  sixteen  opposed  to  him  and  throo 
neutral.  In  1799  there  was  but  one  paper  publish- 
ed in  the  state:  in  1310,  four;  in  1822,  seven,  and  in 
1828,  eleven. 

Ex-president  Adams  arrived  in  Baltimore  on  Mon- 
day last — having  been  summoned  as  a witness  in  a 
libel  suit  which  is  pending  in  the  United  States  cir- 
cuit court,  brought  by  Reuben  M.  Whitney  against 
Messrs.  Leakin  g Barnes,  the  former  proprietors  of 
the  Baltimore  Chronicle. 

Mr.  Pontois,  the  French  minister,  arrived  at 
Washington  city  from  Norfolk  on  Monday  last. 

Ten  thousand  dollars  were  raised  from  the  sales 
at  a fair  for  the  blind,  held  by  the  ladies  in  Phila- 
delphia, during  the  last  week. 

Rents  in  New  York  have  been  exorbitantly  high, 
hut  the}'  are  coming  down,  as  every  thing  must  be- 
fore long.  A gentleman  from  New  York  informed 
the  editor  of  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  Herald 
that  a house  in  Frankfort  street,  New,  York,  had 
been  rented  within  a few  days  for  $500,  for  which 
$800  was  refused  by  the  owner  six  weeks  ago! 

Gas  meters.  A trial  took  place  yesterday  in  the 
8th  ward-  court,  before  justice  Wiley,  in  which  the 
Manhattan  Gas  company  were  plaintiffs,  and  Alex- 
ander Grey  defendant.  From  the  evidence  of  a 
manufacturer  of  gas  meters,  it  appeared  by  a very 
slight  alteration  in  the  position  of  a gas  meter,  it 
can  be  made  to  indicate  that  a very  small  quantity 
of  gas  has  been  consumed  in  a given  time,  and  that, 
in  short,  the  gas  meter  can  be  made  instrumental  in 
cheating  either  the  manufacturer  or  consumer,  to 
almost  any  extent  that  those  who  have  the  manage- 
ment of  it  choose.  [N.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

New  custom  house.  The  Boston  Post  says:  We 
learn  from  Brigg’s  Bulletin,  in  this  city,  that  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  locate  the  custom  house 
have  decided  to  fill  up  the  dock  between  Long  and 
Central  wharves  and  build  thereon — and  to  pay 
Long  wharf  proprietors  $ 9,000 , and  the  Central 
wharf  proprietors  $30,000. 

Hon.  Mr.  Plummer.  As  was  anticipated,  the  re- 
port of  the  death  of  Mr.  Plummer  by  drowning 
proves  to  be  untrue.  Had  the  account  been  that  lie 
was  half  drowned,  it  would  not  have  been  very  far 
from  the  truth;  for  we  understand  that  he  did  get  a 
severe  ducking  in  some  one  of  our  inland.streams. 

[ Natchez  Courier. 

Impudent  robbery.  The  New  York  Courier  and 
Enquirer  states  that  as  a clerk  of  Arthur  Tappan 
wray  going,  on  Saturday  last,  to  one  of  the  banks,  to 
make  a deposite  to  a large  amount,  he  was  met  by  a 
person  unknown  to  him,  who  managed  to  steal  from 
the  bank  book  bills  to  the  amount  of  $3,500,  with 
w'hich  he.  escaped  unobserved.  The  clerk,  on  as- 
certaining his  loss,  repaired  to  his  employers,  who 
suspecting  his  honesty,  bad  him  taken  to  the  police 
office  for  examination;  where,  as  he  cduld  only  say 
that  the  money  was  stolen  from  him,  he  was  dis- 
charged. A reward  of  $500  is  offered  for  the  de- 
tection of  the  thief  and  the  recovery  of  the  money. 

The  vice  president  of  the  United  States  was  at 
Louisville, -Ky.  on  the  31st  and  was  visited  by  a 
large  number  of  his  friends.  On  the  following  day 
he  departed  in  the  steamboat  gen.  Gaines  for  Ar- 
kansas on  a visit  to  some  relatives. 

There  are  more,  than  2,000  mechanics  out  of  em- 
ployment at  this  time  in  the  city  of  New  York! 

The  Norristown  Herald  has  the  following  de- 
scription of  the  hydro  platina  light  machine,  for  ob- 
taining light  or  fire — 

“The  machine  consists  of  a glass  vase,  in  which 
a smaller  glass  is  suspended  from  a brass  top  cover- 
ing the  former;  inside  the  latter  glass  a cylinder  of 
zinc  is  also  suspended,  and  reaches  down  nearly  to 


its  bottom — in  this  "situation,  the  outer  glass  is  two- 
thirds  filled  with  diluted  sulphuric  acid,  which, 
(afte-r  the  atmospheric  air  is  allowed  to  escape), 
enters  the  inner  glass,  acts  upon  the  zinc,  and  ge- 
nerates a quantity  of  gas  of  the  same  kind  as  that 
used  for  inflating  balloons,  and  called  hydrogen  gas, 
which  is  the  lightest  body  in  nature — this  gas  forces 
itself  into  a slender  tube,  and  by  the  mere  pressure 
of  a small  brass  lever  on  the  top,  a stream  of  it 
flows  out  and  strikes  the  centre  of  a bit  of  spongy 
platina,  which  at  once  absorbs  so  large  a portion  of 
it  as  to  become  immediately  ignited;  the  gas  at  the 
same  moment  takes  fire  and  lights  a little  lamp, 
which  is  carried  round  to  the  focus  of  the  flame  by 
a simple  contrivance  on  the  top.” 

Gold.  The  packet  ship  Sully,  arrived  at  New 
York,  on  the  8th  inst.  from  Havre,  brought  60S, 000 
francs  in  gold  for  the  bank  of  America,  being  part 
of  the  French  indemnity. 

Another  crash  in-  New  York.  On  Tuesday  morn- 
ing Inst  as  the  workmen  were  engaged  in  removing 
materials  from  the  top  of  the  ruins  of  the  building 

recently  erected  by  the  Me  core.  Jaooph,  RP.VPT’aI 
small  arches  in  the  rear  and  near  the  centre,  gave 
way  and  precipitated  half  a dozen  of  the  men  to 
the  ground — a distance  of  about  twenty  feet— par- 
tially hurrying- them  in  the  ruins.  By  the  prompt 
aid  of  the  bystanders,  they  were  speedily  extricat- 
ed, and  we  are  happy  to  add,  without  any  mortal 
wounds. 

Ohio.  The  legislature  of  this  state  adjourned  on 
the  30th  ultimo,  after  four  months’  session.  The 
bill  for  the  creation  of  thirty-five  new  banks  was  in- 
definitely postponed.  The  surplus  revenue  is  to 
be  distributed  among  the  counties  in  the  ratio  of 
their  population.  The  county  commissioners  are 
authorised  to  loan  it  out  in  sums  not  less  than 
$ 100  nor  more  than  $1,000,  the  interest  to  go  to 
the  school  fund.  An  improvement  bill  has  passed, 
which  provides  that  the  state  shall  subscribe  as 
much  to  any  canal,  rail  road  or  turnpike,  as  the 
companies  have  subscribed. 

The  total  amount  of  banking  capital  in  Massa- 
chusetts is  stated  to  be  upwards  of  thirty-six  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  divided  among  one  hundred  and 
thirty  banks.  The  first  of  these  institutions  was 
established  in  1784,  with  an  authorised  capital  of 
$1,600,000. 

Yankee  enterprise.  The  American  missionaries 
are  publishing  in  modern  Greek,  the  Penny  Maga- 
zine at  Smyrna.  The  title  is,  “Apotbki  Ton  Opeli- 
mongnoseon,”  (magazine  of  useful  knowledge.) 

Nota  bene  for  our  navy.  The  British  lords  of  the 
admiralty  have  forbidden  the  practice  of  sending 
midshipmen  and  other  young  officers  to  the  mast 
head  as  a punishment. 

Blight  in  pear  trees.  The  Pennsylvania  Horticul- 
tural society,  anxious  to  promote  the  discovery  of 
a preventive  for  the  disease  usually  termed  blight  in 
pear  trees,  offers  a premium  of  five,  hundred  dollars, 
to  be  paid  the  person  who  shall  discover  and  make 
public  an  effectual  means  of  preventing  its  attacks. 
The  premium  not  to  be  awarded  until  after  the  ex- 
piration of  three  years  from  the  publication  of  the 
preventive,  nor  until  the  society  shall  be  fully  sa- 
tisfied of  its  efficacy.  Communications  on  the  sub- 
ject may  be  addressed  per  mail  to  David  Landreth, 
corresponding  secretary,  Philadelphia. 

Governor  of  Bassa  Cove.  The  rev.  John  J.  Mat- 
thias, pastor  of  Nazareth,  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  the  city  of  New  York,  has  been  appoint- 
ed governor  of  Bassa  Cove  in  Liberia,  and  has  sig- 
nified his  willingness  to  accept  of  the  appointment. 

Detroit.  Of  thirty  steamboats  engaged  in  the 
lake  navigation,  17  belong  to  the  port  of  Detroit, 
forming  an  aggregate  of  2,080  tons,  and  84  other 
vessels  of  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  5,147  tons,  also 
belong  to  the  city; — total  7,227  tons.  The  popu- 
lation is  stated  at  9,763.  About  a year  ago,  it  fell 
short  of  7,000. 

Thirty-six  thousand  dollars  have  been  subscribed 
in  Chicago,  Illinois,  for  building  a steamboat  to  run 
between  that  port  and  St.  Joseph.  Preparations 
are  making  to  build  several  large  boats  to  plv  be- 
tween Chicago  and  Buffalo. 

For  Texas.  A field  battery  of  4 six  pounders 
and  2 twenty-four  pound  howitzers  with  1,000 
balls,  shells  and  canisters,  are  on  their  way  to 
Tc-xas,  as  a present  from  major  general  Chambers. 

Slock  in  Kentucky.  A large  meeting  of  farmers 
was  held  at  Frankfort,  Ky.  March  20,  Jacob  Sargent, 
esq.  in  the  chair,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a stock 
company  for  the  importation  of  the  best  breeds 
from  Europe.  A constitution  was  reported  and 
$8,000  immediately  subscribed.  The  state  has  long 
since  been  engaged  in  this  good  work,  and  none  in 


the  union,  if  we  except  Ohio,  display  at  their  agri- 
cultural fairs  more  valuable  specimens  of  breeds  0*" 
cattle,  while  Kentucky  enjoys  also  a pre-eminent 
monopoly  for  her  admirable  stock  of  horses. 

A petrifaction.  A Jackson,  Miss,  paper  states 
that  a petrified  fish,  about  fourteen  inches  in  length 
and  two  or  three  in  thickness,  was  recently  found 
imbedded  in  a solid  rock,  in  a limestone  quarry 
about  six  miles  from  ttiat  place.  “Its  scales  and 
fins  were  as  natural  as  if  just  taken  from  its  native 
element.” 

Revenue  of  Boston.  The  Boston  Post  says,  that 
the  revenue  that  accrued  in  Boston  from  January  1, 
to  March  1,  1837,  was  $758,010.  From  Jartaury  1, 
to  March  1,  1836,  $1,023,825  84,  showing  a de- 
crease, of  $265,815  from  the  corresponding  time  of 
last  year. 

Jin  important  caution.  The  New  York  Evening; 
Star  of  Saturday  says — '“A  suit  was  about  to  be 
commenced  against  a person  for  reporting  that  a 
house  had  foiled  which  was  known  to  be  solvent, 
but  the  offender  begged  hard  for  forgiveness.  We 
are  assured,  nuwever,  nun. 

commenced  against  every  one  who  reports  the  fai- 
lure of  a solvent  house.” 

The  French  bark  Euphrosine,  arrived  at  Charles- 
ton on  the  1st  inst.  in  62  days  from  Caen,  (France), 
with  a cargo  of  hay. 

Steamboat  burnt  and  lives  lost.  The  steamboat 
lone  was  burnt  to  the  water’s  edge  on  the  evening 
of  the  30th  ult.  while  descending  the  Mississippi, 
about  60  miles  above  New  Orleans.  She  had  on 
.board  several  passenger’s  and  upwards  of  1,200  bales 
of  cotton.  The  cleric,  bar  keeper,  chamber  maid, 
two  negro  hoys,  and  several  passengers  perished. 
Among  the  saved  are  the  captain,  who  swam  ashore 
with  his  wife  and  youngest  child — the  steward  and 
one  passenger,  who  rescued  capt.  Miller’s  two  other 
children. 

Vicksburg,  Miss.  During  the  year  1836,  says  the 
Vicksburg  Sentinel,  the  number  ot  houses  built  was 
about  200,  and  the  number  of  hands  employed  1,200. 
Value  of  the  work  $300,000.  There  are  at  present 
1,000  carpenters  at  work,  and  100  buildings  going 
up.  As  a valuable  stone  quarry  has  we  learn  been 
discovered  in  the  neighborhood,  the  making  of 
bricks,  which  has  been  a great  business  there,  will 
probably  be  in  a measure  suspended. 

Foreign  grain.  It  appears,  from  returns  in  the 
N.  Y.  Express  that  there  were  imported  into  New 
Yoik  during  the  months  of  February  and  March, 
702,700  bushels  of  foreign  wheat,  and  252,500  bush- 
els of  rye. 

Edward  Everett  and  George  Hull,  have  accepted 
the  nominationsfor  lire  offices  of  governor  and  lieu- 
tenant governor  of  Massachusetts. 

Wm.  H.  Haywood,  esq.  of  N.  C.  has  declined  the 
appointment  of  charge  d’affaires  of  the  U.  States 
for  Belgium. 

.Appointment  by  the  president,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  senate: 

-Ambrose  Crane,  to  be  collector  of  the  district  of 
St.  Marks,  Florida,  in  place  of  Jesse  H.  Willis, 
esq.  resigned. 

The  Jews  are  preparing  to  erect  a tabernacle  in 
New  Orleans. 

Collector’s  office,  Philadelphia,  April  8, 1837 . The 
following  shows  the  collections  at  this  office: 

Railway.  M.  Power.  Total. 

Amount  as,  per 

last  report  $32,617  01  15,933  54  48,550  55 

Do.  April  8,  in- 
clusive 3,461  68  1,523  94  4,985  62 


Whole  amt.  since 

Oct.  31, 1836  $36,078  69  17,457  48  53,536  17 

We  learn  from  the  office  of  the  Ame- 
rican Colonization  society  thar  +ko  brisr  Rondou!, 
which  sailed  from  Norfolk  about  the  20th  ol  De- 
cember, and  from  Wilmington,  N.  C.  on  the  31st, 
arrived  in  safety  at  the  port  of  Monrovia  early  in 
February,  where  Dr.  Bacon,  who  went  out  as  phy- 
sician of  the  colony,  and  Dr.  Taylor,  as  his  as- 
sistant, with  the  emigrants  on  board,  landed  in 
good  health.  Captain  Howland,  the  master  ol  the 
Rondout,  who  was  in  bad  health  when  he  sailed 
from  hence,  we  are  concerned  to  state,  found  it  ne- 
cessary, on  his  return,  1o  stop  at  the  West  India 
island  of  St.  Thomas,  where  he  remains  sick. 

[ National  Intelligencer. 

The  “Boston  Piggery,”  so  called,  is  15  acres  in 
extent  and  situated  6 miles  from  the  city.  It  has 
700  hogs  kept  fat  on  the  offals  of  the  dwellings  in 
Boston,  for  which  the  owner  of  the  establishment 
gives  the  public  authorities  $3,500  a year. 


MMi*  WM^SJLY  IlECT^TSSL 


Fifth  series.  No.  S. — Vol.  II.] 


BALTIMORE,  APRIL  22,  1837. 


[Vol.  LIL— Whole  No.  1,334 


THE  PAST THE  PRESENT — FOR  THE  FUTURE. 


EDITED,  PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED,  BY  WILLIAM  OGDEN  NILES,  AT  $5  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 


CCj-The  articles  from  the  “Globe”  on  the  import 
and  export  of  specie  have  excited  considerable  at- 
tention, and  are  of  great  interest  at  this  crisis  to  all 
parties. 

0G»The  address  of  Mr.  Cass,  our  minister  to 
France  and  late  secretary  of  war,  “to  the  public,” 
in  vindication  of  the  charge  of  neglecting  to  make 
adequate  preparations  for  the  defence  <M  Florida, 
is  published  in  the  present  sheet — see  page  120. 

French  minister.  Mr.  Edouard.  Pontois  was, 
on  Friday  the  14th  inst:  presented  to  the  president 
by  me  secretary  of  state,  as  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  majesty  the  king 
of  the  French  near  this  , government. 

New  York.  The  election  for  mayor  of  the  city 
of  New  York  was  held  on  the  11th,  12th  and  13th 
inst.  and,  after  an  animated  contest,  resulted  in  the 
choice  of  Mr.  Clark,  the  whig  candidate,  by  a ma- 
jority of  3,330  votes — for  Clark,  (whig),  17,041,  for 
Morgan,  (Van  Buren),  13,711,  for  Jaques,  (loco 
foco,  as  the  party  is  called),  4,044.  Of  the  thirty- 
four  aldermen  and  assistant  aldermen  elected,  only 
five  of  the  former  and  six  of  the  latter  are  friends  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren — leaving  a majority  of  twenty-four 
whigs  on  joint  ballot. 

Major  Gates.  It  is  with  great  pleasure  we 
learn  that  this  amiable  gentleman  and  excellent  of- 
ficer, who  was  struck  from  the  rolls  of  the  army  for 
alleged  misconduct  in  the  Florida  campaign,  and 
who  was  afterwards  reinstated  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  him  atrial — has  been  most  honorably  acquit- 
ted of  the  charges  preferred  against  him.  It  is 
stated  in  the  Alexandria  Gazette,  that  the  decision 
of  the  court  has  been  sent  to  the  president  for  his 
approval. 

From  Florida.  A letter  from  an  intelligent 
officer  of  the  army  dated  Fort  Dade,  April  3,  says — 

“C..non.i  Jcsup  has  gone  to  Tampa  Bay.  The 
second  brigade  accompany  him  to  a point  on  the 
Little  Hillsborough,  about  seven  miles  from  Tampa. 
The  Indians  are  coming  in  very  slowly,  but  there 
is  no  reason  to  doubt  their  sincerity.  Tiger-tail’s 
party,  consisting  of  about  two  hundred,  have  been  in 
some  days,  and  Abraham  arrived  this  evening  with 
ail  his  live  slock.  Alligator  and  Cloud,  with  their 
people,  have  arrived  at  Tampa  Bay. 

“We  expect  the  Indians  will  all  be  embarked  be- 
fore the  end  of  this  month,  and  by  the  first  of  May 
we  hope  to  have  our  faces  turned  to  our  stations.” 

The  steamboat  “Forester,”  capt.  Dillon,  arrived 
at  Savannah  on  the  9th  inst.  from  Black  Creek — 
The  dates  from  the  army  are  to  the  5th.  and  from 
Fort  Heileman  to  the  7th.  From  a passenger,  and 
the  captain  of  the  F.  the  editors  of  the  “Georgian” 
learn  that  Abraham  and  family,  who  were  at  Fort 
Dade,  state  that  Micanopy,  Jumper,  Philip  and 
Powell  had  started  for  Tampa  Bay  on  the  3d  inst. 

Tiger-tail  and  his  band  have  arrived  at  Fort 
Armstrong,  and  Cloud  and  Alligator  are  at  Tampa 
Bay. 

It  is  now  conceded  that  the  war  is  at  an  end,  and 
that  there  will  be  no  more  fighting. 

Mexico.  The  brig  Cazenove,  at  New  Orleans 
from  Vera  Cruz,  brings  advices  to  the  30th  March, 
and  from  the  city  of  Mexico  to  the  26th.  The  ex- 
pedition against  Texas  is  abandoned.  The  general 
opinion  is  that  Mexico  will  never  attempt  to  recon- 
quer the  republic.  Santa  Ana  is  daily  growing  in 
favor  with  tile  lower  classes  of  the  people,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  he  will  yet  reach  the  presidential 
chair.  Money  is  scarce,  and  the  government  can- 
not procure  funds  to  pay  that  few  soldiers  have 
been  left. 

R.  R.  Waldron,  purser  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Peacock, 
arrived  in  the  Cazenove.  He  bears  despatches  from 
the  Mexican  government  to  our  department  of  state. 
The  C.  is  said  to  have  brought  a large  quantity  of 
specie. 

The  minister  from  France  now  in  Mexico,  has  re- 
ceived orders  to  demand  an  immediate  settlement  of 
all  grievances;  he  has  done  so — been  refused — and 
complying  with  his  instructions,  has  ordered  several 
French  vessels  of  war  from  Martinique.  Four 
French  frigates  were  oft’  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  French 
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frigate  Dido,  was  going  into  that  port  as  the  Caze- 
nove came  out. 

A letter  dated  Vera  Cruz,  March  29th,  says— 
“The  excitement  in  the  city  of  Mexico  against  the 
foreign  merchants  continues,  and  they  were  com- 
pelled to  advance  the  government  $2,000  per  day  to 
pay  the  troops,  as  the  only  means  ot  preventing 
them  from  arming  the  rabble  and  commencing  a 
general  sack  of  the  city. 

“The  revenue  of  the  customs  have  been  mortgaged 
to  merchants.  The  new  tariff  which  goes  into  ope- 
ration in  September,  has  been  published  and  con- 
tains many  regulations  to  prevent  smuggling. 

“Gen.  Bustamente  wlli  probably  be  elected  pre- 
sident. Santa  Ana  is  not  a candidate,  but  is  quiet 
on  his  plantation  near  Vera  Cruz.  The  orders  for 
marching  an  army  into  Texas  have  been  revoked 
for  the  present. 

“The  brig  Independence  has  been  transferred  to 
the  Mexican  government  and  the  Mexican- flag  is  to 
be  hoisted  to-morrow. . She  is  to  be  called  the  “Itur- 
bide,”  is  a fine  vessel,  completely  armed  and  equip- 
ped, and  it  is  said  cost  about  $50,000.  There  is 
however  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  officers  and 
men  for  the  navy  as  they  are  no  better  paid  than 
the  troops. 

“A  French  squadron  is  daily  expected  here  to 
insist  on  reparation  for  insult  and  injuries  offered  to 
French  subjects. 

“Business  of  all  kinds  is  very  dull,  and  entire 
want  of  confidence  prevails  throughout  the  fepub- 
lic!” 

Money  matters.  From  tho  articles  below  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  money  market  is  still  in  a 
most  deplorable  condition,  and  that  there  is  no  pros- 
pect of  immediate  relief. 

The  Boston  Courier  of  Friday  the  14th  instant, 
contains  the  following — “In  this  city  we  have  had 
some  failures,  within  a few  days  1cm  very  large 
amounts,  which  affect  also  the  New  York  houses, 
and  yesterday  me  extensive  house  of  Croker  & 
Richardson,  at  Taunton,  was  reported  to  have  fail- 
ed for  six  hundred  thousand  dollars;  they  have  had 
dealings  to  a very  heavy  amount  in  this  city.  The 
shoe  dealers  in  some  of  the  neighboring  towns  are 
expected  to  be  great  sufferers  by  the  failures  at  the 
south. 

The  Chelsea  bank,  near  Boston,  stopped  payment 
on  the  12th  ins.tant.  Since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session  of  the  legislature,  a committee  of  that 
body  investigated  the  concerns  of  the  hank,  and  pro- 
nounced it  absolvent  institution,  and  expressed  “the 
utmost  confidence  in  the  safety  of  its  operations,  in 
its  ability  to  meet  its  engagements,  in  the  rectitude 
of  its  intentions,  and  in  the  fairness  of  its  manage- 
ment.” The  Boston  Atlas  states  that  “within  sixty 
days  its  circulation  has  been  extended  from  $69,000 
to  $102,000.  The  assets  of  the  hank  are  in  the 
shape  of  $74,000  due  from  John  B.  Glover,  110,000 
dollars  due  from  W.  H.  & G.  L.  Montague,  $7,600 
in  the  bills  of  other  banks,  $1,269  in  specie.” 

In  New  York  the  number  of  houses  that  had  failed 
from  the  1st  of  March  to  the  18th  instant,  is  stated 
at  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  of  which,  it  is  es- 
timated that  less  than  fifty  were  engaged  in  specu- 
lations. 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  says — An 
intelligent  friend  who  has  taken  pains  to  inform 
himself  as  to  the  facts,  is  of  opinion  that  the  ag- 
gregate liabilities  of  the  suspended  houses  is  more 
than  fifty  millions.  It  should  be  observed, 
however,  that  most  of  the  houses  in  question  will 
be  able  ultimately  to  pay  all  their  debts. 

Iri  Philadelphia  the  failures  have  been  compara- 
tively few,  but  the  pressure  is  intense  and  business 
operations  are  greatly  checked  by  the  distrust  which 
so  generally  prevails. 

In  Baltimore  there  have  been  no  failures,  and  a 
hope  is  expressed  that  the  business  men  will  be 
enabled  to  pass  the  fiery  ordeal  without  the  neces- 
sity of  suspending  payment.  The  market  is,  how- 
ever, distressingly  tight,  and  almost  every  class  of 
persons  is  suffering  the  most  painful  embarrass- 
ment. There  is  also  a vast  quantity  of  foreign  pa- 
per in  the  market — hut  it  is  taken  with  great  cau- 
tion and  at  the  highest  rates.  Charleston,  New 
Orleans  and  Mobile  appear  to  be  at  the  lowest 
point  of  depression.  In  N.  Orleans  1st  quality  cotton- 
is  down  to  II  cents,  and  there  were  no  purchasers  at 
that  price.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  se- 


veral additional  failures  in  that  city,  and  that  one 
cotton  house  went  by  the  board  i'or  fifteen  millions! 
Advices  had  been  received  from  Amsterdam,  that 
(he  negotiation  entered  into,  some  time  ago,  by  the 
Citizens’  hank  of  New  Orleans  for  the  sale  of  its 
bonds  in  Holland,  to  the  amount  of  15,000,000  dol- 
lars, had  been  successful,  and  that  the  money  was 
payable  to  the  order  of  the  hank,  in  London  or  Pa- 
ris. This  result  was  announced  with  much  satis- 
faction by  the  newspapers  of  New  Orleans,  hut  it 
cannot  materially  benefit  the  city  in  the  present 
condition  of  things. 

A Mobile  paper  of  the  14th  inst.  says — There  is 
no  business,  which  may  he  called  business,  trans- 
acted in  market.  There  is  a little  trade  to  be  seen 
going  on  here  and  there,  hut  it  is  mournful  even  to 
look  upon  that,  as  it  leads  to  comparisons.  Where 
nine-tenths  of  the  merchants  of  a city,  which  until 
recently,  flourished  and  prospered  beyond  all  others 
of  its  population  have  suspended  payment,  it  is  enough 
to  despond  the  stoutest  hearts.  But  there  is  one 
gleam  of  consolation  after  all.  We  can  , scarcely  • 
see  worse  times  for  money,  and  if  we  are  fairly  at 
the  bottom  of  the  wheel,  it  may  turn,  and  we  may 
go  up.  But  our  friends  abroad  may  rely  upon  it  we 
have  “tight”  times  here. 

Cotton.  The  article  is  almost  too  flat  to  he  writ- 
ten about.  The  extreme  highest  price  no\v  may  be 
set  down  at  13  cents.  We  report  the  sale  of  79 
bales  to-day.  It  was  the  first  quality  cotton  in 
market,  and  brought  llal2£  cents.  Yesterday, 
we  reported  the  sale  of  300  bales. at  5 a 104  cents. 

The  following  additional  particulars  from  New 
York  were  received  since  the  notices  of  the  market 
inserted  in  the  next  page,  were  in  type. 

Office  of  the  Commercial  Advertiser,  N.  Y.- April  19. 

Wall  street  — One  o’clock.  It  is  with  deep  regret 
that  we  have  no  favorable  tidings  to  communicate. 
Indeed  if  the  stocks  can  be  considered  any  test  of 
the  money  market,  this  is  the  most  gloomy  day  we 
have  had  for  a long  period.  The  hopes  that  were 
entertained  at  the  clos,1  of  last  week,  have  all  been 
destroyed  by  the  articles  recently  published  in  the 
Globe.  . «\  _ 

The  sales  this  morning  were  very  light,  and  at  a 
reduction  of  from  14  to  5 per  cent,  on  the  last  trans- 
actions on  Monday.  United  States  bank  closed  to- 
day at  1134,  on  Monday  the  closing  price  was  115; 
bank  of  the  state  of  New  York  closed  to-day  at  90, 
which  is  5 per  cent,  below  Monday’s  prices;  Ohio 
Trust  97f  on  Monday  1014;  Manhattan  gas  is 
down  2 per  cent.;  Harlem  rail  road  4 per  cent.; 
Utica  closed  to-day  at  1074,  the  only  sale  on  Mon- 
day was  at  111,  30  days:  Mohawk  is  down  to  60, 
on  Monday  the  cash  sales  were  644a65;  Canton  is 
down  to  36,  on  Saturday  it  was  at  42. 

There  were  several  heavy  failures  yesterday.  Mo- 
ney cannot  be  obtained  on  any  terms,  or  any  securi- 
ties, We  know  of  a house  which  suspended  pay- 
ment yesterday  on  eight}'  thousand  dollars.  To  ob- 
tain this  amount,  it  had  bonds  of  the  first  character, 
and  of  which,  under  any  circumstances,  there  can 
be  no  question,  to  the  amount  of  more  than  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  And  yet  the  private  de- 
posites  in  the  banks  this  day  amount  to  seventeen 
millions. 

BOSTON. 

Under  the  general  head  of  review  of  the  market, 
&c.  in  the  preceding  page, .will  he  found  th#  parti- 
culars of  the  business  of  the  past  week,  and  the 
state  of  the  money  market.  We  are  satisfied  that 
this  city  is  not  so  badly  off  as  New  York  and  others 
south  of  us,  and  also,  that,  in  general,  our  mer- 
chants and  business  men  are  as  sound  as  any  in  the 
country,  if  not  more  so.  It  is  said  that  a mercan- 
tile house,  which  stopped  payment  a few  weeks 
ago,  will  wind  up  its  affairs  to  advantage,  arid  that 
the  senior  partner  will  retire  with  at  least  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  after  paying  all  the  debts — which 
were  very  large.  Another,  which  stopped  last 
week,  it  is  said,  shows  a surplus  of  nearly  a hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  In  general  the  failures  have 
not  been  bad  ones.  There  were  two  or  three  fai- 
lures on  Saturday,  amounting  to  more  than  a mil- 
lion of  dollars. 

It  is  reported  that  there  were  three  or  four  fai- 
lures in  the  dry  goods  line,  at  Lowell,  on  Saturday. 

[ Courier. 

The  last  number  of  the  Lynn  Record  contains 
fourteen  assignees’  notices.  We  copy  from  it  the 
following  article: 
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Business  of  Lynn.  The  scarcity  of  money  has 
had  its  effect  upon  the  shoe  dealers  and  shoe  busi- 
ness in  this  town,  as  it  has  on  business  in  other 
places.  This,  with  other  occurrences,  not  con- 
nected with  it,  has  caused  a considerable  number 
of  failures,  and  temporary  suspensions  from  busi- 
ness, but  nothing  in  proportion  to  the  rumors  afloat 
in  the  neighboring  towns — nothing  which  will  per- 
manently injure  the  business  of  the  place. 

The  recent  great  failures  in  New  York  embrace 
a number  of  extensive  shoe  dealers,  and  aifects 
more  or  less,  many  of  the  manufacturers  of  this 
town,  who  have  sent  on  a delegation  to  ascertain 
the  state  of  things  there,  with  power  to  make  such 
arrangements  as  may  be  for  the  mutual  benefit  of 
the  parties  in  future. 

Distress  among  manufacturers.  Our  enterprising 
manufacturers,  says  the  Harverhill  Gazette,  are 
compelled  to  curtail  business  and  dismiss  their 
hands  on  account  of  scarcity  of  money  and  high 
interest.  We  hope  they  will  begin  to  see  who  are 
their  friends,  and  whose  party  plans  are  leading 
them  on  to  starvation  and  ruin.  President  Jack- 
son’s  “experiment”  has  stripped  the  business  men 
of  their  means,  till  they  can  no  longer  employ  the 
mechanics,  while  it  has  ensile  the  capitalsts  to 
shave  notes  and  grind  the  poor  at  the  rate  of  24 
per  cent,  per  annum! 

From  the  Salem  (Mass.)  Gazette. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  the  failure  of  several 
houses  in  New  York,  extensively  engaged  in  the 
shoe  business,  has  occasioned  a great  number  of 
failures  in  Lynn,  and  has  affected  the  other  shoe 
manufacturing  towns  in  this  county  to  some  extent. 
In  this  city  we  have  fortunately  passed  thus  far 
through  the  storm  unscathed,  and  we  believe  not  a 
whisper  or  a doubt  has  been  circulated  in  dispa- 
ragement of  the  credit  of  any  mercantile  house. — 
Retrenchment,  both  in  business  and  expenditure, 
has  been  the-orderof  the  day  for  many  months  in 
Salem,  and  we  regret  to  learn  that  one  operation  of 
this  excellent  system  has  been  to  occasion  the  sus- 
pension of  labor  on  several  whale  ships  which  are 
getting  ready  for  sea.  So  far  as  this  suspension 
.extends  to  the  employment  of  laboring  men,  it  is  a 
misfortune;  but  it  is  the  only  effectual  way  to  meet 
the  extraordinary  crisis  produced  by  gen.  Jack- 
son’s mad  experiments  upon  the  business  of  the 
country.  The  cessation  of  new  expenditures  and 
engagements  is  a great  evil,  but  far  less  than  the 
results  of  an  opposite  course. 

From  the  Kennebec  (Maine)  Journal,  April  12. 

The  prospects  for  the  demand  for  lumber  this 
year  look  rather  blue.  We  shall  have  enough  of  it, 
though  but  little  has  been  cut  the  past  winter. — 
There  will  be  but  very  little  building  in  any  of  our 
Atlantic  cities  this  season,  and  therefore  small  de- 
mand for  lumber.  The  price  of  wool  will  keep  up 
as  well  as  any  thing,  for  most  of  the  factories  will 
probably  continue  in  operation.  But  few,  if  any, 
new  ones  will  be  built,  however,  while  the  business 
of  the  country  is  in  its  present  condition,  and  espe- 
cially while'we  are  threatened  with  a repeal  of  the 
protecting  duties.  Hence  it  is  that  the  water  power 
which  will  be  created  this  summer  in  this  town  will 
be  of  little  use  until  a new  order  of  things  is  brought 
about.  Last  year  near  one  hundred  buildings  were 
« erected  in  Augusta;  this^year  all  building  is  nearly 
suspended.  In  Bangor  it  is  much  worse.  We  are 
told  that  there  are  at  least  sixty  stores  to  let,  which 
have  been  occupied.  Of  course  no  new  buildings 
being  erected,  our  mechanics  are  going  away. — 
Such  are  the  fruits  of  the  “ golden  experiment” — 
such  the  consequences  of  placing  political  mounte- 
banks in  power.  And  the  worst  has  not  yet  come. 

NEW  YORK. 

From  the  N.  York  Mercantile  Advertiser,  April  15. 

The  crisis— the  remedy • — suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments. An  inflammatory  hand  bill  under  this  head- 
ing has  been.posted  up  in  all  the  principal  thorough- 
fares, and  extensively  circulated.  The  intention  is 
to  do  mischief,  and  can  only  aggravate  the  evils  of 
which  we  complain.  The  example  cited  of  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  during  the  war  can  have 
no  earthly  application  to  the  present  state  of  things. 
Our  debts  then  to  Great  Britain  were  necessarily 
held  in  abeyance,  for  they  could  not  be  exacted  dur- 
ing a state  of  Warfare,  and  it  was  imperiously  called 
for  by  the  state  of  the  times.  But  the  adoption  of 
such  a measure  can  only  be  justified  by  extreme  ne- 
cessity, which  necessity  does  not  at  present  exist. 
A great  want  of  confidence  has  arisen,  and  for  the 
banks  to  adopt  the  measure  recommended  would 
be,  like  pouring  oil  upon  the  fire,  to  make  it  burn 
the  fiercer. 

Suppose  the  measure  to  be  adopted — what  wmuld 
be  the  result?  Would  the  merchant  or  trader  be 
benefitted?  Not  a jot:  the  banks  would  hold  on 
upon  the  specie;  but  would  they  extend  their  line 
of  discount  beyond  a prudent  circumspection?  Not 


a dollar;  for  if  they  did,  the  moment  the  crisis  was 
past,  and  specie  payments  resumed,  their  vaults 
would  be  swept  clear  of  the  precious  metals. — 
Would  such  a measure  enable  us  to  create  a credit 
in  England,  and  to  make  our  remittances?  Quite 
the  reverse.  It  would  be  disgraceful  to  us  in  a 
national  point  of  view,  and  inexpedient  in  a finan- 
cial. We  may  be  pressed — hardly  and  severely 
pressed,  but  we  can  refrain  from  compromising  our 
integrity.  An  individual  who  cannot  obtain  facili- 
ties equal  to  his  engagements  without  sacrificing 
the  property  of  his  creditors,  and  the  support  of 
his  family,  may  be  justified  in  a temporary  suspen- 
sion; but  nations  and  national  institutions  have  no 
such  plea,  and  all  demands  against  them  should  be 
met  to  the  utmost  farthing.  We  are  under  the 
impression  that  it  is  a weak  invention  of  the  enemy; 
some  Jackson  or  Van  Buren  bantling,  that  should 
be  strangled  in  the  birth. 

Meeting  of  merchants,  at  the  mayor’s  office,  on 
Thursday  the  12 th  inst.  The  mayor  suggested  that 
as  he  had  presided  at  a former  meeting,  it  might  be 
desirable  that  some  gentleman  should  preside  who 
was  unconnected  with  any  bank.  Whereupon  Ste- 
phen Allen  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Thaddeus 
Phelps  and  J.  J.  Roosevelt  appointed  secretaries. 

Albert  Gallatin  rose  and  gave  a history  of  the 
proceedings  of  a former  meeting,  and  stated  that  at 
that  meeting  he  had  been  opposed  to  doing  any 
thing.  He  was,  however,  in  the  minority  on  that 
occasion,  but  nevertheless  he  was  placed  on  a com- 
mittee of  ten,  and  he  should  now  submit  a report 
from  that  committee,  in  which  he  fully  united. — 
Mr.  Gallatin  prefaced  his  report  with  a long  expla- 
nation, detailing  the  probable  value  of  state  stock 
(should  it  be  issued)  in  Europe,  and  the  mode  best 
adapted  to  furnish  the  state  with  adequate  security 
for  the  same.  The  report  was  then  submitted,  and 
is  as  follows: 

The  committee  appointed  at  a meeting  of  the  ci- 
tizens of  New  York,  convened  on  the  7tn  of  April, 
1837,  at  the  mayor’s  office,  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing into  consideration  the  propriety  of  applying  to 
the  legislature  for  such  aid  as  may  under  the  existing 
exigencies  afford  relieLto  the  commercial  interests 
and  productive  interests  of  the  community,  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  report: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the 
issue  of  a six  per  cent,  state  stock  redeemable  in 
ten  years,  to  be  disposed  of  and  applied  in  such 
manner  as  to  secure  the  state  from  all  hazard  or  loss, 
at  the  same  time  It  insures  its  application  to  the 
payment  of  foreign  balances,  or  to  the  immediate 
introduction  of  foreign  capital,  would  afford  essen- 
tial relief  in  their  present  distressed  situation  to  the 
commercial,  and  through  them  to  the  landed  and 
mechanic  interests  and  generally  to  the  productive 
interests  of  the  community. 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  insure  the  object  con- 
templated by  the  preceding  resolution,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  application  of  the  said  loan  to  any  other 
purpose  whatever,  it  is  in  the  opinion  of  this  meet- 
ing necessary  that  the  state  stock  aforesaid,  shall  be 
sold  exclusively  to  those  merchants,  dealers,  mecha- 
nics and  manufacturers,  in  actual  business,  who 
have  remittances  to  make  or  who  are  directly  or 
indirectly  indebted  to  such,  as  have  remittances  to 
make  to  Europe,  and  who  will  give  the  species  of 
security,  which  may  be  required  by  the  slate. — 
That  if  it  shall  be  required  by  the  state — that  the 
stock  shall  be  secured  by  mortgages  on  real  estate, 
these  mortgages,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  be 
exclusively  on  improved  and  productive  real  estate 
worth  at  least  fifty  per  cent,  above  the  amount  to 
be  secured,  and  which  shall  produce  a clear  rent  or 
income  of  at  least  eight  per  cent,  on  the  said 
amount. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  .appointed  to  pre- 
pare a memorial  to  the  legislature,  in  conformity 
with  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and  to  proceed  to 
Albany  in  order  to  confer  with  the  governor  and  to 
ask  his  assistance. 

After  a long  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Geo.  Gris- 
wold, Gallatin,  Beach,  Lawrence,  Hamilton,  Bruen, 
Roosevelt  and  Lee,  took  part,  the  resolutions  were 
adopted,  and  a committee  of  ten  appointed  to  pro- 
ceed to  Albany  to  carry  the  same  into  effect.  The 
following  are  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  com- 
pose the  committee: 

Albert  Gallatin,  Louis  McLane,  John  Delafield, 
George  Newbold,  John  J.  Morgan.  Stephen  Allen. 
J.  J.  Roosevelt,  C.  W.  Lawrence,  H.  Weed,  G.  W. 
Bruen,  John  Haggerty,  Thaddeus  Phelps. 

[ Express , 

Correction.  From  the  New  York  Commercial 
Advertiser.  We  are  informed  by  Mr..  Alexander 
Hamilton,  that  he  did  net  present  a proposition  for 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments  on  the  part  of 
the  banks,  at  the  meeting  of  merchants  and  brokers 
on  Saturday.  In  the  course  of  the  proceedings, 
however,  Mr.  Gallatin  having  declared  that  he  saw 


no  relief  in  the  proposition  to  apply  for  the  credit 
of  the  state  to  the  amont  of  five  or  six  millions,  Mr. 

H.  remarked  that  in  his  opinion  no  substantial  re- 
lief was  to  be  obtained  but  in  the  establishment  of  a 
national  bank;  and  in  the  mean  time  he  suggested 
whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  apply  to  the 
legislature  for  permission,  by  law,  for  the  banks  to 
suspend  specie  payments.  It  was  but  a mere  sug- 
gestion, founded,  indeed,  upon  his  own  opinion, 
that  it  is  a measure  necessary  to  save  the  merchants  ' ii 
and  banks  alike  from  ruin. 

IN  CHARLESTON,  S.  C.  ■ 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Charleston,  S.  C.  April  13, 
received  at  New  York. 

“The  blighting  effects  of  the  present  state  of  af-  Ii 
fairs  in  your  city  have  affected  this  place,  and  bu- 
siness is  completely  at  a stand.  The  money  market, 
like  Wall  street,  is  dreadfully  crippled.  Usurers 
are  reaping  rich  harvests,  guarantied  by  solid  col- 
lateral securities,  in  the  shape  of  jewels,  plate  and 
other  valuables,  for  nothing  else  will  bring  forth  the 
hoarded  treasures  of  the  wealthy.  The  credit  sys- 
tem, the  sure  foundation  of  our  prosperity,  is  aban- 
doned. Four,  five,-  six  and  .even  ten  per  cent,  a 
month  has  been  paid  by  those  requirin'*  funds  to 
sustain  their  credit.  We  see  here  the  same  anxious 
feature,  the  same  daily  inquiries,  the  same  dismay. 
The  first  houses  have  gone  by  the  board,  and  the 
ratio,  according  to  the  number  of  mercantile  con- 
cerns, has  been  equally  great  with  New  York.” 

[IV.  Y.  Star. 

NEW  ORLEANS. 

From  the  New  Orleans  True  American,  April  14. 

Not  a bale  of  cotton,  not  a hogshead  of  tobacco 
was  shipped  yesterday  from  this  port! 

Money  market  and.  city  intelligence.  Thursday , 

April  13,  11  P.  M.  The  failures  still  continue.  On 
Wednesday  the  largest  cotton  house  in  the  southern 
country  went  by  the  board  for  FIFTEEN  MIL- 
LIONS OF  DOLLABS.  It  is  said  that  they  show' 
assets  for  sixteen  and  a half  millions.  The  other 
houses  that  have  suspended  are  estimated  at  about 
twelve  millions.  Among  them  are  ten  of  our  first 
commercial  establishments.  The  opinion  among 
the  knowing  ones  is,  that  every  body  must  yield  to 
the  unparalleled  pressure  and  derangement.  We 
would  fain  hope  for  a better  issue,  but  constituted 
as  our  trade  has  been,  and  conducted  with  the  se- 
rvpr'y  i,«.0  ijHIjci'cu  iucij  Kcd  it,  there  is  no 'telling 
how  the  revolution  will  eventuate.  The  public, 
w'ho  are  interested  most  deeply  in  the  issue,  are  lelt 
in  the  dark.  In  other  countries,  the  press  is  me 
organ  to  which  they  look  for  information  respecting 
the  state  of  commerce.  Unfortunately  ip  New 
Orleans  the  journals  have  hitherto  done  little  more 
than  reflect  very  imperfectly  the  prices  of  the  main 
articles  of  produce.  From  the  facts  in  our  posses- 
sion, we  are  by  no  means  prepared  to  speak  en- 
couragingly. The  storm  will  have  its  way,  and 
as  yet  the  patches  of  blue  sky  that  now  and  then 
break  upon  us  are  but  the  signs  of  increasing  vio- 
lence. 

From  the  New  Orleans  Bee  of  April  12. 

A meeting  of  the  presidents  of  all  the  city  banks 
was  held  at  the  Union  hank  last  evening,  when  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  unani- 
mously adopted,  and  will  be  submitted  at  an  early 
hour  this  morning  for  the  approval  of  the  several 
banks: 

Whereas  the  present  embarrassments  in  the  mo- 
netary and  commercial  matters  of  our  city  require 
immediate  and  effective  measures  of  relief,  and  be- 
lieving that  to  restore  mutual  confidence  among  the 
banks,  and  throughout  our  community,  will  be  found 
the  first  essential  step  towards  the  accomplishment 
of  this  relief,  and  believing,  also,  that  the  actual 
hanking  condition  of  our  institutions  is  wholesome, 
and  that  it  is  not  the  want  of  ability,  but  the  appre- 
hensions and  mistrust  with  regard  to  each  other 
which  unfortunately  derange  their  operations,  and 
which,  at  this  time,  cause  such  general  alarm 
throughout  our  community,  and  in  order  to  correct 
this  state  of  feeling. 

Be  it  resolved,  That  the  hanks  here  represented 
shall,  on  to-morrow,  revive  the  regular  daily  ex- 
change of  bank  notes  with  each  other,  and  in  future 
continue  to  return  and  charge,  in  account,  op  every 
day,  all  notes  held  of  the  respective  banks,  and  in 
no  instance  w-hatever  to  pay  from  the  counter  those 
of  other  banks. 

That  an  immediate  settlement  of  accounts  shall 
be  made  between  all  the  banks,  either by  checks  on 
the  north  or  bills  on  Europe,  or  by  specie  or  bills 
receivable,  having  not  longer  than  forty  days  to  run, 
that  are  held  under  discount  by  the  debtor  hank — 

' no  balance  shall  he  peremptorily  demanded  in  spe- 
cie before  the  1st  of  December  next. 

That  a prompt  settlement  upon  these  terms  shall 
be  made  once  a week;  and  should  any  unwilling- 
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ness  be  shown,  or  difficulty  interfere  in  such,  it  shall 
he  left  to  the  arrangement  of  a majority  of  the  pre- 
sidents of  the  several  banks,  who  agree  to  under- 
tike the  duty. 

That  we  further  agree  to  begin  at  once  the  in- 
crease of  discounts  in  our  several  banks,  on  each 
discount  day,  to  ten  per  cent,  above  the  income  on 
such  day— until  the  increase  shall  amount  to  ten 
per  cent,  of  the  present  line  of  bills  and  notes  dis- 
counted— excepting  where  the  charter  of  any  bank 
will  not  allow  of  the  enlargement  of  the  discounts. 

That,  in  order  to  secure  the  continuance  of  con- 
fidence, eacli  bank  agrees  to  furnish,  through  its 
president,  a weekly  statement  of  its  condition  and 
of  the  operations  during  the  week  in  discounts  and 
exchange — such  statements  to  be  submitted  to  a 
meeting  of  the  presidents,  to  assemble  every  Sun- 
day morning  at  9 o’clock,  at  the  Union  bank,  to  de- 
vise proper  modes  of  action  for  the  banks,  and 
mare  fully  to  know  their  jespcctivo  condition. 

G.  Burke,  chairman. 


MOBILE. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  adopted  by  a 
meeting  of  the  'citizens  of  .Mobile,  »°-Ucd  to  con- 
sider nib  present  state  ot  aliairs  there,  and  such  parts 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  by  them, 
as  are  of  interest  here. 

1.  To  suspend  for  the  space  of  months  the 
daily  settlement  of  balances  with  each  other,  at  the 
enrl  of  which  time,  the  creditor  bank  or  banks, 
shall  receive  if  required,  checks  on  any  of  the 
northern  cities  or  New  Orleans,  at  days  sight, 
with  interest  at  C per  cent,  from  the  debtor  bank  or 
banks  for  balances  that  may  be  due. 

2.  That  if  within  the  said  months  of  suspen- 
sion of  settlement,  demands  of  specie  of  any  mag- 
nitude should  be  made  on  either  of  the  banks,  each 
bank  shall  contribute  to  meet  such  demand  in  pro- 


portion to  the  amount  of  its  capital  actually  paid  in. 

3.  That  the  banks  shall  proceed  gradually  to  in- 
crease their  discounts  on  accommodation  paper  to 
the  amount  of.  per  cent,  on  their  respective  capi- 
tal?, provide  1 that  in  the  opinion  of  their  board  of 
directors  undoubted  paper  shall  be  offered. 

4.  That  the  banks  make  arrangements  as  early  as 
practicable  for  the  redemption  of  their  notes  at  par 
in  the  city’-  of  New  Orleans. 

5.  That  as  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  safe- 
ty of  the  banks  and  their  duty  to  the  community, 
they  adopt  the  course  pointed  out  in  the  resolution 
from  the  city  bank  in  N 

same  course  be  adopted 
change,  the  ability  of  t! 
the  citizens  of  this  city  and  state,  may  be  thereby 


ew  Orleans,  in  reference  to 
Vn  reTefenc?/qfd,DlhS(oiiF  ^ 
le  banks  to  afford  relief  to 


seriously  impaired. 

6.  That  in  the  discounts  of  country  paper  by  the 
branch  of  the  bank  of  the  state  of  Alabama,  it  is 
most  respectfully  but  earnestly  recommended  to  the 
directors,  to  give  a preference  to  the  paper,  (the 
security  being  equal),  the  proceeds  of  which,  as 
fir  a3  it  can  be  ascertained,  are  to  be  applied  to  the 


payment  of  debts  due  to  the  citizens  of  this  state. 

7.  That  the  prosecution  of  suits  be  for  the  pre- 
sent suspended  in  all  cases  in  which  the  parties, 
when  required,  shall  furnish  additional  and  satisfac- 
tory security  for  the  liquidation  of  the  demands 
against  them,  during  the  next  season  ot  business. 

The  following  passages,  from  the  report  of  the 
committee,  contain  all  that  is  interesting  or  import- 


ant to  northern  readers: 

The  fact  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  state  having 
been  adverted  to,  the  question  naturally  suggests 
itself,  how  does  this  arise?  The  answer  is  plain 
and  obvious:  such  has  been  the  productiveness  of 
the  state  for  several  years  past,  and  so  large  the  re- 
turns of  slave  labor,  that  the  purchases  of  that  spe- 
cies of  property  from  other  states  since  1818,  have, 
it  is  believed,  not  fallen  short  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars annually,  while  the  average  value  of  our  ex- 
ports has  probably  not  exceeded  sixteen  millions, 
thus  leaving  an  amount  for  other  expenditures  en- 
tirely inadequate  to  meet  them,  and  this  will  be  the 
more  evident  wt«>n  it  is  considered  how  large  an 
amount  has  been  expended  both  in  the  interior  and 
in  this  city,  in  making  improvements. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  form  any  correct  esti- 
mate of  the  amount  of  indebtedness  ot  the  state,  but 
it  is  confidently  believed,  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
next  crop  of  cotton  will  leave  us  comparatively  free 
of  embarrassments;  for  in  the  present  year,  engage- 
ments of  every  kind  are  upon  a decreasing  scale,  and 
imports,  as  well  as  the  introduction  of  slave  labor, 
b’j  ■purchase,  will  be  greatly  diminished. 

It  is  deemed  proper  to  add.  that  though  embarass- 
ments  exist  in  the  state,  arising  from  the  cause  al- 
ready referred  to  here  productive  capital  is  in  a state 
of  progressive  increase,  in  the  past  four  years  may 
be  safely  estimated  at  one  hundred  millions  ol  dol- 
lars. 


While  then  the  circumstances  in  which  we  are 
placed,  demand  great  circumspection,  and  naturally 
give  rise  to  much  present  anxiety,  it  is  evident  that 
our  resources,  if  called  into  action  and  judiciously 
applied,  are  amply  adequate  to  the  existing,  or  even 
a much  more  fearful  crisis. 

The  committee  beg  leave  to  add,  as  their  delibe- 
rate opinion,  that  there  is  not  the  slightest  necessi- 
ty for  an  extra  or  called  session  of  the  legislature. 

Manchester,  (Eng:.)  March  18,  1S37. 

The  excitement  on  the  subject  of  money  has  not 
abated.  Neither  has  the  bank  of  England,  as  yet, 
increased  her  stock  of  bullion.  No  extension  ol 
paper  issues  can,  therefore,  be  expected.  To  re- 
lieve the  necessities  of  those  greatly  extended,  and 
yet  continue  the  contraction,  is  a most  difficult, 
though  imperious  demand.  To  depart  from  this 
course  might  either  endanger  her  own^afety,  or 
cause,  a frightful  calamity. 

T. his  tevensn  u«a  envious  period  may  continue 
some  time:  for  it  is  to  the  United  States  atone  that 
all  attention  is  still  directed  for  larger  remittances, 
and  that  of  specie.  Bills  of  exchange  already 
abound,  but  they  merely  change  the  course  of  re- 
sponsibilities, and  leave  the  evil  undiminished. — 
The  debt  must  now  be  paid,  either  in  produce  or 
money.  If  in  the  former,  its  value  will  he  reduced. 

Already  the  loss  on  cotton  has  no  paraded,  unless 
in  1825.  The  middle  range  of  Georgia  is  down  to 
7 d.  equal  only  to  lOj-  cents  in  the  s.tates.  The  trade 
in  this  article,  in  all  its  various  branches,  is  daily 
falling  off,  and  the  workmen  are  soon  to  be  reduced 
to  j of  a day  each,  which  (with  the  present  high 
price  of  bread  and  provisions)  offers  to  the  almost 
countless  thousands  dependent  on  it  a lamentable 
prospect. 

A few  unimportant  failures  have  occurred  during 
the  week.  \_N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Official— department  of  state.  Official 
information  has  been  received  from  the  consul  of 
the  United  States  at  La  Guayra,  that  in-  conse- 
quence of  the  scarcity  prevailing  in  Venezuela,  a 
’decree  has  been  issued  by  the  government  of  that 
republic,  authorising  the  importation  of  Indian 
corn,  rice  and  pulse  of  all  kinds,  free  of  duty,  into 
the  ports  of  La  Guayra  and  Porto  Cabello,  during 
the  six  months  succeeding  the  11th  of  March  last. 

[ Globe. 

The  northern  boundary.  In  the  British 
s to rf,~iii ’reply  To" a“q uesfioh  cIroliiu ’MP.  ted'AlnsorqTn 
reference  to  the  United  States’  boundary  line,  stated 
that  it  was  still  the  subject  of  communication  be- 
tween the  governments  of  the  two  countries.  He 
believed  that  both  governments  were  actuated  by  an 
earnest  desire  to  bring  the  matter  to  an  amicable 
conclusion,  but  difficulties  had  arisen,  in  part,  out 
of  the  different  forms  of  the  two  governments,  which 
had  delayed  the  settlement  till  now. 

Henry  Clay.  We  find  the  following  extract 
of  a private  letter  from  Mr.  Clay,  to  a friend  in 
Mobile,  in  the  Mercantile  Advertiser  of  that  city. 

“Washington,  27th  Feb.  1837. 

* * “I  think  with  you  thaWt  is  highly  pro- 

bable that,  but  for  the  prejudices  excited  at  the 
south  against  me  * * * * , after 

the  passage  of  the  compromise  act,  my  name  would 
have  been  more  acceptable  in  that  quarter,  and  it 
is  possible  that  it  might  have  been  successfully 
presented  to  the  American  people  as  a candidate 
for  the  presidency.  But  I do  not  complain.  That 
high  office  never  possessed  any  charms  in  my  sight 
which  could  induce  me  to  seek  it  by  unworthy 
means,  or  to  desire  it  but  as  the  spontaneous  grant 
of  those  who  alone,  had  the  right  to  bestow  it.  I 
shall  be  happy  if  the  government  cf  m}'  country, 
by  whomsoever  administered,  shall  wisely  and 
justly  employ  its  powers  to  promote  the  interest 
and  happiness  of  the  people.  As  to  myself,  per- 
sonally, I only  regret  that  I am  restrained  by  cir- 
cumstances from  seeking  in  retirement  that  repose 
of  which  I feel  so  much  need. 

“Reciprocating  cordially  your  kind  wishes,  I am, 
faithfully,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

“H.  Clay.” 

L.  W.  Tazewell  in  reply  to  an  invitation  to 
attend  the  dinner  given  by  the  citizens  of  Norfolk,. 
Va.  to  Mr.  Wise,  sent  the  following  note: 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  letter  asking 
me  to  partake  of  a public  dinner  on  the  30th  inst. 

■ to  which  my  fellow  citizens  of  this  borough  have 
invited  the  lion.  Henry  A.  Wise,  in  testimony  of  his 
patriotic  public  services. 

J If  an  acceptance  of  your  invitation  was  neces- 
i sary  to  furnish  any  proof  of  the  estimation  in  which 


I too  hold  the  patriotic  services  of  Mr.  Wise,  there 
is  none  who  would  more  willingly  give  such  or 
any  other  evidence  of  this  fact  than  myself;  for  no 
man  entertains  a higher  opinion  of  his  merits  than 
I do.  But  as  no  testimony  of  the  very  high  con- 
sideration in  which  Mr.  AVise  is  held  by  me,  is  ne- 
cessary, at  this  time,  I hope  I shall  be  excused  for 
saying,  that  I am  yet  too  feeble,  and  my  health  still 
too  infirm  to  permit  myself  to  partake  of  any  public 
dinner,  especially  of  one  given  by  those  whom  I 
personally  know  and  esteem,  to  one  whom  I so 
highly  respect. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  L.  W.  Tazewell. 

Mr.  Benton.  From  the  Missouri  Argus  of  the 
24th  of  March: 

“Colonel  Thomas  H.  Benton  is  expected  to  ar- 
rive at  his  residence  in  this  city  [St.  Louis]  in  eight 
or  ten  days.  A warm  greeting  does  he  deserve 
from  his  well  and  faithfully  served  fellow  citizens, 
and  a warm,  most  enthusiastic  greeting  will  he,  the 
next  president,  receive.  No  man  in  these  United 
States  fills  so  large  a space  in  the  public  eye,  enjoys 
so  much  of  the  public  confidence  and  public  grati- 
tude for  eminent  and  most  valued  services,  as 
Thomas  Hart  Benton;  and  no  man  will  be  sup- 
ported for  the  presidency  with  more  right  hearty 
good-will,  by  the  great  body  of  the  working  people, 
tiian  colonel  D_tNxo:r.” 

Rejected  claims  under  the  French  treaty. 
The  report  of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  in 
congress  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ro- 
bert Gilmor  and  others,  is  before  us,  and  as  the,  do- 
cument embraces  a large  number  of  cases  similarly 
situated  with  the  one  in  question,  we  proceed  to 
give  a synopsis  of  the  grounds  of  rejection,  as  stat- 
ed in  the  report.  This  case  had  been  presented  to 
the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  convention 
between  France  and  the  United  States,  of  July  4th, 
1831,  by  whom  it  was  rejected.  The  petitioners 
allege  that  the  grounds  of  the  rejection  were  errone- 
ous, and  apply  for  redress  to  congress,  as  the  su- 
preme or  appellate  tribunal  of  the  country.  The 
opinion  of  the  committee  is  that  the  commission  by 
which  this  and  other  cases  similarly  situated  were 
decided,  being  duly  constituted  by  the  convention 
and  subsequent  action  of  congress,  its  decision  in 
the  premises  should  be  considered  as  final  in  all 
matters  coming  within  its  powers  for  reasons  set 
forth.  The  committee  comes  to  this  conclusion, 
In  the  premises,  and  the  commissrair 
traordinary  one,  acting  under  the  law  of  nations,  is 
independent  of  so  much  of  the  constitution  as  re- 
lates to  courts  of  justice.  Further  the  rights  of  ap- 
peal being  apart  from  its  constitutional  charter  a 
thing  of  expediency,  in  a case  such  as  the  present, 
where  there  is  a specific  fund  to  be  divided,  if  ap- 
peals were  allowed  after  a portion  of  the  money 
awarded  had  been  paid  over,  the  treasury  would  be 
subjected  to  novel  claims,  amounting  to  unnumber- 
ed millions,  and  congress  wouli  be  converted  into 
a mere  court  of  law.  The  government  has,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  discharged  its  duty  to  its 
citizens  by  procuring  the  indemnity,  constituting  a 
tribunal  for  its  appropriation  after  due  examination, 
arid  proceeding  to  pay  over  the  amount  due  from 
France  to  the  parties  injured  by  her  acts.  The 
committee  believe  that  there  was  no  guarantee  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  any  more  than  there 
is  a guarantee  of  success  by  the  ordinary  process 
at  law,  after  having  duly  constituted  the  tribunals 
by  which  such  process  may  be  tried.  The  com- 
mittee decline  rejudging  any  question  of  law  in- 
volved in  the  particular  claim  as  presented  to  the 
commissioners,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  peti- 
tioners are  not  entitled  to  any  relief  on  the  part  of 
congress.  [ Baltimore  American. 


Internal  improvements  in  Virginia.  We 
learn  from  the  Richmond  “Whig”  that  the  Virginia 
legislature,  at  its  recent  session,  appropriated  about 
four  and.  a half  millions  of  dollars  for  various  im- 
provements in  that  state.  ‘ The  following  are  some 
of  the  works  thus  aided: 

Richmond  and  Petersburg  rail  road  co.  $ 200,000 

Louisa  rail  road  company,  120,000 

Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail  road  company,  50,000 
North  Western  turnpike,  65,000 

Roanoke,  Danville  and  Junction  rail  road,  320,000 
Dismal  Swamp  canal,  126,000 

Falmouth  and  Alexandria  rail  road,  400,000 

Lynchburg  and  Tennessee  rail  road,  200,000 

City  Point  rail  road,  60,000 

Ncw  Shenandoah  company,  46,666 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road,  302,100 

James  River  and  Kanawha  company,  1,990,800 

Besides  smaller  sums  for  various  turnpike  roads. 
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Common  schools,  academies  and  colleges 
in  Pennsylvania.  The  secretary  of  this  com- 
monwealth is  ex  officio  the  superintendent  of  public 
education.  From  his  last  report  to  the  legislature, 
and  the  documents  appended  to  it,  we  derive  the 
following-  information. 

By  the  new  school  laws  of  the  state,  each  coun- 
ty is  left  to  determine  by  its  votes  whether  it  will 
entitle  itself  to  the  aid  of  the  public  fund  by  assum- 
ing a certain  proportion  of  the  expense.  The  re- 
sult is  stated  by  the  secretary  that  the  counties 
supposed  to  contain  the  most  intelligent  inhabitants 
are  the  most  opposed  to  the  system,  whilst  the  re- 
cent and  less  populous  districts  cordially  accept  it. 

The  whole  number  of  districts  is  987  • 

The  number  which  have  accepted  745 

The  number  of  common  schools  3,349 

Male  teachers  2,428 

Female  teachers  966 

3,394 

Male  scholars  74,253 

Female  scholars  65,351 

Philadelphia  schools  11,234 

s — 150,838 

The  average  time  during  which  schools  were 
kept  open  during  the  year  was  four  months  and 
three  days.  Average  cost  of  teaching  each  pupil, 
one  dollar  per  quarter.  Average  number  in  each 
school  forty-one. 

The  whole  number  of  children  in  Hie  state  be- 
tween the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  is  about  320,000. 

Of  the  sum  of  $200,000  appropriated  to  the 
schools  for  the  year,  nearly  $132,000  have  been 
paid.  The  remainder  will  be  due  to  certain  dis- 
tricts that  have  not  yet  complied  with  the  condi- 
tions of  the  law. 

Fifty-two  counties  having  voted  to  raise  by  taxes 
the  aggregate  sum  of  $340,000. 

Twenty-two  of  the  academies  that  have  received 
aid  from  the  state,  report  1,111  students.  These 
academies  possess  land  estimated  at  $68,000,  in- 
vestments at  $29,000,  and  buildings  at  $57,000. — 
But  one  reports  a library. 

Eight  of  the  colleges  that  have  received  aid  from 
the  state  report  841  students;  116  graduates  in  1836. 
Average  expense  to  each  pupil  $135.  Funds  esti- 
mated at  $333,000,  of  which  sum,  the  property 
of  the  university  of  Pennsylvania  alone  makes 
$186,000.  Volumes  in  three  libaries  11,200. 

Pennsylvania  has  made  grants  of  money  and  land 
at  different  times  to  colleges  and  academies,  the 
gross  amount  of  which  is  estimated  to  be  $485,000. 

Public  schoffis^fi^hilaMvMe  a sTMorifKum! 
under  special  regulations,  and  are  not  included  in 
the  above  statements.  From  the  nineteenth  annual 
report  of  the  board  of  comptrollers,  it  appears  that 
the  monitorial  and  infant  schools  have  been  attend- 
ed by  7,127  pupils;  the  primary  schools  by  2,500; 
other  schools  by  1,500,  making  a total  of  11,127 
children  taught  at  the  expense  of  the  county.  The 
expenses  of  the  year  were  $75,000,  which  includes 
$ 23,000  for  building  school  houses. 

Deaths  in  Philadelphia  in  the  year  1836. 
From  a document  presented  to  the  city  councils,  we 
learn  that  the  number  of  deaths  in  this  city  and  the 
liberties  during  the  past  year  were  5,357.  At  the 
head,  of  the  list  of  causes  stands  consumption  of  the 
lungs,  its  victims  were  755.  The  scarlet  fever  de 
stroyed  240,  and  the  typhus  211.  Still  born  335. — 
Cholera  infantum  212.  Five  persons  starved  to 
death.  We  remark  as  rather  a singular  circum- 
stance that  there  was  but  one  death  from  “old  age,” 
and  that  was  of  a female,  between  50  and  60  years, 
while  there  were  four  deaths  of  persons  between  10 
and  110  from  common  diseases.  We  notice  also 
that  one  person  between  50  and  60  years  of  age  died 
of  teething. 

The  ages  of  the  deceased  are  thus  classed:  Under 
one  year  1,496;  between  1 and  2 years,  412;  between 
2 and  5 years,  508;  between  5 aiid  10,200;  between 
10  and  15,  73;  between  15  and  20,  124;  20  to  30, 
575;  SO  to  40,  638;  40  to  50,  477;  50  to  60,  295;  60 
to  70.  242;  70  to  80.  182;  80  to  90,  90;  90  to  100, 
20;  10.0  to  110,  4. 

The  following  table  contains  some  additional  par- 
ticulars: 

Deducting  the  still  born,  there  were  males  of  20 
years  and  upwards  of  1,407;  under  20  yeares  1,304. 
Females  of  20  years  and  upwards  1,144;  under  20 
years  1,328. 

There  were  445  returns  received  at  the  health 
office  of  persons  who  died  in  the  alms  house  of  the 
city  and  districts  during  the  year,  and  741  people  of 
color  are  included  in  the  total  number  of  deaths. 

Agreeably  to  returns  made  at  the  health  office  by 
149  practitioners  of  midwifery,  there  were  born  in 
the  city  and  liberties  during  ‘the  year  1836,  3,864 
male  and  3,544  female  children,  making  the  total 


number  of  births  7,408;  showing  a difference  be- 
tween the  births  and  deaths  of  2,051.  [ U . S.  Gaz. 


Mults. 

Children. 

Total. 

January, 

182 

275 

457 

February, 

165 

222 

387 

March, 

177 

196 

373 

April, 

254 

225 

479 

May, 

231 

149 

381 

June, 

204 

182 

386 

J uly, 

260 

311 

571 

August, 

216 

309 

515 

September, 

229 

301 

530 

October, 

189 

194 

382 

November, 

200 

187 

397 

December, 

235 

265 

500 

Total 

2,551 

2,806 

5,357 

Valuable  statistics  of  the  whale  fishe- 
ry FROM  DIFFERENT  Pr"3"- ’ OF  THE  UNITED 
States  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  The  Boston 
Atlas  of  the  10  th  of  April,  furnishes  a comprehensive 
tabular  view  of  this  important  branch  of  American 
enterprize,  from  which  we  learn  that  (exclusive  of 
all  ships  engaged  in  the  common  or  right  whale 
fishery)  on  the  1st  of  January  last,  Nantucket  had 
67  ships;  New  Bedford,  92;  Fairhaven,  19;  Bristol, 
R.  T.  10;  Hudson,  N.  Y.  8;  Newport,  R.  I.  7;  War- 
ren, R.  I.  7;  Edgartown,  Mass.  7;  Salem,  6;  New 
London,  Conn.  5;  Falmouth,  Mass.  5;  Sagharbor, 
L.  I.  4;  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  4;  Newburg,  N.  Y. 
3;  Wilmington,  Del.  3;  Newburyport,  Mass.  3; 
Boston,  2;  Fall  River,  2;  Newark,  N.  J.  2;  Port- 
land, Maine,  1;  Wiscasset,  1;  Wareham,  1;  Provi- 
dence, 1;  Dartmouth,  1;  Stonington,  1;  New  York,  1. 

At  sea,  total,  266  ships — 

Of  which  34  sailed  in  . . . 1833 

66  “ “ . . 1834 

75  “ “ . . . 1835 

81  “ “ • . 1836 

Total,  266.  The  number  of  men  employed 
at  present  in  this  branch  of  the  whale  fishery  is 
nearly  ten  thousand,  and  the  immense  capital  ne 
cessary  to  its  successful  prosecution  is  about  seven 
millions  of  dollars!  Those  ships  which  have  been 
fitted  out  during  the  last  two  years,  have  sailed  at 
an  expense  far  exceeding  any  previous  outfits,  but 
few  being  now  sent  to  sea  at  a less  cost  than  forty, 
thousand  dollars;  many,  in  fact,  reached  $50,000 
and  some  even-upwards  of  $60,000.  Since  the 
year  1814,  the  total  import  of  spermaceti  oil  j|t 
reached  the  immense  quantity  of  one  million  four 
hundred  and  thirty-three  thousand  and  ninety-two 
barrels!!!  ' 

The  import  of  1835  alone  was  178,000  barrels. 

“ “ 1836  “ “ 128,441  “ 

The  common  or  right  whale  fishery  employs 
more  ships,  but  the  voyages  are  fitted  out  at  a much 
less  cost,  being  performed  in  shorter  time,  usually 
in  less  than  a year. 

Newspapers  in  Wisconsin  territory.  Fifty 
years  in  last  July,  (says  the  Pittsburgh  Advocate), 
Messrs.  Scull  and  Boyd  commenced,  in  the  then 
village  of  Pittsburgh,  the  first  newspaper  ever  print 
ed  and  published  west  of  the  mountains  in  the  now 
domain  of  the  United  States.  The  paper  establish- 
ed by  Scull  and  Boyd  has  been  perpetuated,  and  is 
now  the  Pittsburgh  Gazette,  and  long  may  its  leaves 
unfold,  as  the  first  planted  tree  of  intelligence  in 
the  central  valley. 

We  have  been  more  than  once  recalled  to  the 
Gazette,  by  regularly  receiving  “The  Belmont  Ga- 
zette, Iowa  county,  Wisconsin  territory.”  The  con 
trast  of  the  times  we  could  not  resist.  In  1786  the 
ground  on  which  stands  Belmont,  in  Iowa,  was  in 
a Terra  Incognita,  a land  over  which  the  darkness 
and  dread  of  savage  ferocity  hung  deep  and  fearful. 
Those  clouds  are  dispelled;  religion,  sciehce  and 
civilization  are  now  spreading  over  these  so  re- 
cent wilds.  The  Belmont  Gazette  is  a very  credi- 
table paper  in  a literary  point  of  view,  and,  coming 
from  the  outer  verge  of  civilized  life,  comes  as  a 
promise  of  a still  rapid  extension  of  that  verge.  We 
do  not  despair  of  living  to  read  “ The  Mandan  Ga- 
zette,” and  would  not  be  surprised  to  see  “The 
Chippewayan  Intelligencer.” 

It  seems  that  those  who  are  fond  of  sleighing 
need  not  fear  of  losing  that  pleasure  by  removing 
to  Wisconsin.  We  cut  the  extract  below  from  the 
Belmont  Gazette,  of  the  8th  ultimo. 

“The  season.  For  the  information  of  persons  un- 
acquainted with  the  climate  of  Wisconsin,  and  es- 
pecially our  eastern  brethren,  who  seem  to  be  highly 
elated  at  the  little  fulls  of  snow  which  occasionally 
fell,  affording  them  the  pleasure  of  sleigh  riding  for 
a few  days,  we  state  that  for  eighty-five  days  we 
have  had  sleighing,  and  the  snow  is  still  in  fine 


order,  and  that  on  but  two  days  this  winter  has  the 
thermoter  stood  as  low  as  20  degress  bdlow  zero. 
The  climate  of  our  territory  is  as  mild  and  pleasant 
as  many  portions  of  the  country  farther  south,  in 
consequence  of  the  weather  being  sufficiently  cold 
to  prevent  frequent  changes,  and  continues  much 
at  the  same  stage.” 

From  the  interior  of  Arkansas.  Fort 
Gibson,  March  12,  1837.  I have  read  in  the  New 
York  papers  notices  of  a remarkable  aurora,  about 
the  25th  of  January:  it  may  be  worthy  of  record, 
as  contributing  to  scientific  data,  for  this  phenome- 
non never  yet  explained  that  at  this  low  latitude 
and  distant  point,  the  same  appearances  were  visi- 
ble; but  it  was  the  accuracy  with  which  the  de- 
scriptions-answer  for  them  here,  struck  me,  namely, 
a bank  of  smoke  colored  nebulae,  of  about  fifteen 
degrees  latitude,  extending  from  N.  E.  to  N.  W. 

,„hicii  me  illuminations  played  towards  the 
zenith.  I at  first  supposed  it  to  be  the  smoke  and 
light  of  distant  prairies  on  fire. 

There  are  no\y  here  not  three  hundred  and  fifty 
effective  men.  A fragment  of  the  Creek  nation, 
about  three  thousana,  <nc  a,  i.-ir  „„  — u — 

that  they  will  not  exchange  with  a white  the  cour- 
tesy of  “how  d’ye  do.”  I forgot  a battalion  of 
mounted  militia  encamped  in  the  vicinity.  They 
lately  well  nigh  defeated  the  very  object  to  which 
their  presence  was,  I suppose,  intended  to  contri- 
bute, by  exciting  some  hundreds  of  tile  Cherokees 
to  arms,  by  their  irregularities  or  aggressions. 

The  troops  made  a remarkable  inarch,  from  their 
wild  goose  chase  to  Nacogdoches,  in  December  and 
January:  the  dragoons  in  seventeen  days;  the  dis- 
tance about  four  hundred  miles.  One  day’s  halt 
was  made  at  Towson;  it  took  another  to  raft  and 
swim  the  Sabine,  (which  was  not  quite  frozen,) 
several  swimming  branches  of  Red  river  and  the 
Arkansas  were  to  be  passed,  depending  mostly  on 
old  cane  for  forage,  and  not  a horse  was  lost.  The 
men  had  no  tents,  and  there  must  have  been  much 
suffering.  To  this  the  higher  powers  were  proba- 
bly exceedingly  indifferent.  Winter and  mid-sum- 
mer marches  for  the  dragoons  have  been  in  high 
favor. 

There  are  no  two  points  of  our  territory  so  diffi- 
cult of  communication,  so  effectually  severed  by 
natural  barriers  as  forts  Jesup  and  Gibson.  Of 
course  they  should  not  be  considered,  in  a military 
sense,  on  the  same  frontier.  [Nat.  Intel. 

represents  the  busi- 
ness of  this  place  to  be  brisk,  and  the  city  taking 
rapid  strides  to  prosperity.  Thirty  to  forty  steam- 
boats of  the  largest  class  are  often  seen  in  the  har- 
bor. Great  advantages  are  anticipated  from  the 
completion  of  the  Bellevue  rail  road,  which  will 
open  an  avenue  to  the  exhaustless  mines  of  the 
Iron  mountain.  Iron,  which  can  then  be  afforded 
twenty-five  per  cent,  cheaper  at  St.  I.ouis  than  in 
the  eastern  markets,  is  expected  to  become,  as  it 
doubtless  will,  a staple  article  of  trade,  and  greatly 
add  to  the  capital,  and  extend  the  commercial  in- 
terests of  St.  Louis. 

Sault  de  St.  Marie.  Among  the  most  im- 
portant acts  of  the  legislature  of  Michigan,  is  one 
authorising  a ship  canal,  around  the  falls  of  St.  Ma- 
rie, and  making  a liberal  appropriation  for  its  imme- 
diate commencement.  This  canal  requires  only  to 
be  three-quarters  of  a mile  in  length,  and  having  two 
lift  locks,  of  twelve  feet  each;  and  it  will  open  to 
the  enterprise  of  the  West,  the  whole  of  that  im- 
mense country  bordering  on  Lake  Superior,  with 
many  adjacent  lakes  and  rivers,  whose  wealth  in 
minerals,  furs  and  lumber,  almost  exceeds  calcula- 
tion. 

If  Michigan  advances  with  that  spirited  step 
with  which  she  has  began  to  move,  the  day  is  not 
far  distant  when  her  prosperity  and  wealth  will  ex. 
ceed  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  her  friends 

The  Canadas.  As  every  thing  relating  to  Ca- 
nada is  interesting-  at  this  moment,  we  copy  the 
following  from  the  London  Times  of  the  10th  of 
March. 

It  would  be  too  much  to  say  that  the  Canada 
bubble  has  already  burst,  or  that  we  shall  hear  no 
more  big  talk  about  the  resentment  and  “hostility” 
— hostility,  forsooth!  of  a perverse  faction  of  ill- 
intentioned  foreigners,  who  are  proved  to  have 
broken  faith  in  the  most  insulting  manner  with  the 
British  parliament.  It  would  be  too  much  to  say 
that  we  shall  have  no  more  trouble  with  these  Ca- 1 
nadians,  because  they  still  are  left  the  privilege  of! 
making  seditious  speeches,  and  of  inflicting  starva- ; 
tion  on  judges  and  other  public  functionaries,  the 
ministers  themselves,  as  it  were,  inviting  them,  by 
the  miserable  weakness  and  cowardice  of  the  patch- 
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work  “resolution”  now  laid  before  parliament,  to 
persevere  in  their  course  of  vexatious  resistance  to 
every,  the  most  necessary  measure  of  civil  govern- 
ment. 

Lord  Stanley,  however,  in  his  admirable  speech, 
crushing  to  the  whigs  and  the  would-be  Canadian 
rebels,  has  re-established,  . with  regard  to  Canada( 
and  in  spite  of  the  man-milliner  servility  of  such 
personages  as  lord  Hovvick,  the  spirit  by  which 
England  ought  to  be  animated,  and  the  principles 
on  which  her  statesmen  ought  to  act.  He  has  de- 
clared that  the  demands  of  the  disaffected  faction 
are  such  as  are  altogether  incompatible  with,  and 
subversive  of,  the  relations  between  colony  and 
mother  country.  He  has  reprobated  ministers  for 
their  short-sighted  weakness  in  recommending  mea- 
sures, with  regard  to  Canada,  which  leave  all  dis- 
puted questions  open,  and  must  lead  lo  a repetition 
of  the  same  disorder  and  anarchy  before  the  end  of 
another  year. 

He  has  avowed  that  we  have  gone  on  conceding 
until  concession  becomes  no  more  than  a provoca- 
tion to  fresh  demands.  He  says  (and  says  truly) 

that  to  yield  to  the  French  faction  is  1o  sacrifice  the 
interests,  the  affections,  and  the  safety  of  our  own 
countrymen,  who  look  to  us  for  support;  and  that 
Upper  Canada,  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick, 
must  not  be  alienated  forever  for  the  sake  of  buying 
a three  months’  truce  with  M.  Papineau. 

As  for  Lower  Canada,  we  care  little  about  it  but 
as  a channel  for  the  course  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
the  Nile  of  British  North  America,  and  the  only 
medium  of  communication  between  England  and 
the  far  more  valuable  region  and  more  kindred  peo- 
ple of  the  Upper  Province.  The  French  Canadians 
mean  separation,  and  nothing  else,  by  their  turbu- 
lence. For  themselves  alone,  they  are  not  w’orth 
the  keeping;  but  as  the  key  to  Upper  Canada,  and 
the  medium  of  intercourse  with  600,000  of  our  own 
brave  emigrated  countrymen  in  that  fine  country, 
we  must  prevent  this  perverse  breed  from  torment- 
ing us  longer  by  their  audacity  and  extravagance. 
One  line  of  an  act  of  parliament  will  do  it,  without 
the  aid  of  a single  man  or  gun  from  Great  Britain. 

Lord  John  Russel  has  introduced  a series  of  re- 
solutions upon  Canadian  affairs,  setting  forth  the 
“culpabilities”  of  Canadians,  and  proposing  forci- 
ble measures  to  bring  them  to  terms.  Mr.  Hume 
denounces  the  propositions  as  unwarrantable  as  the 
coercion  bill  against  Ireland.  For  the  motion  of 

IUIU  «J  I'll  i I UUOOVU  1 A I 

against  it,  16. 

Slave  case.  We  find  in  the  Cincinnati  Gazette 
of  the  5th  inst.  the  following  report  of  a case  tried 
in  that  city,  on  an  indictment  against  James  G. 
Birney: 

The  defendant  was  indicted  by  the  grand  jury  of 
Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  for  that,  for  the  space  of 
six  months,  within  a specified  period,  he  harbored 
and  secreted,  in  Cincinnati,  a mulatto  girl  by  the 
name  of  Matilda,  then  being  a slave  and  the  pro- 
perty of  Larkin  Lawrence. 

At  the  trial  before  the  petit  jury,  it  was  proved 
that  the  girl  Matilda  was  the  reputed  slave  or  L.  L. 
and  had  been  held  as  such,  in  the  state  of  Maryland. 
That  on  his  way,  removing  from  Maryland  to  Mis- 
souri, on  board  a steamer,  in  company  with  Matil- 
da, and  other  members  of  his  family,  the  boat  an- 
chored at  the  Cincinnati  wharf,  and  remained  there 
some  twenty-four  hours.  Whilst  the  boat  was  at 
the  wharf  Matilda  secretly  escaped,  and  was  con- 
sequently employed  and  kept  out  of  sight  by  the 
defendant  for  several  months. 

Upon  this  state  of  facts,  several  legal  points  were 
raised  for  the  defendant. 

First — That,  in  Ohio,  no  proof  could  be  received 
in  a court  of  justice,  that  an  individual  within  its 
territorial  limits  was  a slave. 

Second— -That,  if  a slave  in  Maryland,  the  master 
by  accompanying  her  to  Ohio,  and  remaining  with 
her  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  state,  for- 
feited his  title  of  ownership,  and  Matilda  became 
free. 

Third — That,  to  sustain  the  indictment,  by  proof, 
the  prosecution  should  be  held  to  prove  that  by  the 
laws  of  Maryland,  the  condition  of  slavery  was  es- 
tablished and  maintained  in  that  state. 

The  court,  judge  Esta  presiding,  overruled  all 
these  positions.  In  his  charge  to  the  jury,  judge 
Este  stated  that  if  they  were  satisfied  from  the 
proofs  that  the  girl  Matilda  was  a mulatto,  and  that 
she  was  the  property  of  Larkin  Lawrence,  and  that 
the  defendant  harbored  and  secreted  her,  that  then 
the  prosecutor  had  made  out  his  case.  That  if  a 
right  of  property  was  in  L.  Lawrence  when  the 
steamboat  landed  at  our  shore,  on  board  of  which 
he  was  with  the  girl  Matilda  on  his  way  from  Ma- 
ryland to  Missouri,  that  right  of  property  was  not 
invalidated  by  the  fact  of  the  parties  being  as  tra- 
vellers, within  the  jurisdiction  of  our  laws,  but  re- 


mained in  full  force.  The  position  was  distinctly 
taken,  that  neither  our  constitution  or  laws  con- 
templated touching  the  master’s  right  ot  property, 
when  in  transitu,  with  his  slave  he  came  into  our 
state.  This  was  laid  down  as  understood  to  be  the 
settled  construction  of  our  laws,  which  are,  as  near- 
ly as  can  be,  contemporaneous  with  our  state.  The 
law  under  which  the  defendant  stood  indicted  was 
enacted  in  January  1804,  and  by  its  provisions  a pe- 
nalty is  inflicted  upon  such  as  ‘■‘harbor  or  secrete  a 
black  or  mulatto  person,  the  property  of  any  person 
whatever.”  This  law  they  considered  as  strictly  in 
accordance  with  the  ordinance  and  with  the  consti- 
tution, and  in  its  terms  fairly  covers  the  case  of  tra- 
vellers passing  through  or  tarrying  for  temporary 
purposes  in  company  with  their  slaves  in  our  state. 
This  is  a comity,  recognized  by  the  law  of  nations, 
nd  the  decision  is  in  accordance  with  the  law  as 
eid  in  Kentucky.  lianlci, imvs.  Lydia.  2 Marsh  US. 
The  jury  found  the  defendant  guilty,  and  he  was 
sentencedto  pay  a fine  of  fifty  dollars  and  costs. 

Another  slave  case.  The  public  attention 
has  been  lor  some  days  past  directed  to  an  interest- 
ing slave  case,  which  has  occupied  the  attention  of 
our  courts,  thus  far,  without  having  yet  been  final- 
ly disposed  of.  It  appears  that  in  the  year  1833  a 
felony  was  committed  in  Virginia,  by  fifteen  ne- 
groes, who  made  their  escape  to  the  north,  and  con- 
cealed themselves  as  was  supposed,  somewhere  in 
this  state.  A requisition  was  thereupon  made  (by 
the  state  in  which  the  felony  had  been  committed), 
upon  governor  Marc)7,  for  the  apprehension  and  de- 
livery of  the  fugitive  felons  to  the  authority  of  that 
state.  Upon  that  requisition,  gov.  Marcy  granted 
the  necessary  warrant,  upon  the  authority  of  which 
the  fugitive  in  question  was  arrested  hy  officers 
Nash  and  Boudinot,  handed  over  to  Mr.  Waddy, 
marshal  of  Northampton,  Virginia,  and  by  him  com- 
mitted to  prison.  He  was  subsequently  placed  Be- 
fore the  recorder,  upon  a writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
sued  out  by  his  friends;  but  as  it  could  not  be  pro- 
ven that  the  individual  to  whom  the  governor’s  war- 
rant had  reference  was  the  one  now  in  custody,  his 
liberation  was  demanded  by  his  council,  Messrs. 
Dresser  and  Sedgwick.  The  recorder,  doubtful  of 
the  identity  of  the  black,  refused  to  have  any  thing 
to  do  with  him — neither  liberating  nor  holding  him 
in  custody.  In  this  state  of  things,  Boudinot,  the 
officer,  again  arrested  the  felon,  upon  the  governor’s 

warrant,  and  ao'ain  threw  himTJntp  nri«nn. 

things  stood  in  this  position  on  Inday  last,  when 
the  prisoner  was  brought  before  judge  Irving,  who 
decided  that  he  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Waddy,  the  marshal,  and  by  him  delivered  into  the 
keeping  of  the  authorities  of  Virginia. 

[N„  Y.  Transcript. 

Yet  another  slave  case — riot.  The  case 
of  the  colored  man  arrested  the  11th  inst.  on  the 
charge  of  having  run  away  from  his  master  in  Vir- 
ginia, came  up  before  the  recorder  on  Tuesday,  and 
after  some  preliminary  steps  it  was  adjourned  to 
yesterday  at  11  o’clock.  Owing  to  the  immense 
crowd  present,  the  recorder  adjourned  to  the  ses- 
sion room,  alms  house.  The  examination  of  wit- 
nesses in  behalf  of  the  claimed,  continued  till  3 
o’clock,  when  the  proceedings  W’ere  adjourned. 
Nearly  all  the  audience  were  blacks  and  most  of 
them  retired.  A few,  however,  lingered  behind, 
and  when  the  prisoner  was  brought  out  of  the  alms 
house  door,  under  Messrs.  Lownds  and  Fountain, 
deputy  sheriffs,  they  were  assaulted  by  about  500 
colored  persons  in  the  Park.  From  the  Gazette  we 
learn  that  at  this  time  “justice  Bloodgood,  broke 
through  the  crowd  and  when  wdthin  arms  length  of 
the  prisoner,  a strapping  wench  jumped  on  his 
back  and  threw  her  arms  round  his  neck;  while  in 
this  situation,  two  negroes  came  to  her  assistance 
and  succeeded  in  bringing  him  to  the  ground,  when 
one  of  them  commenced  beating  him  on  the  back 
of  the  head  and  neck.  He  however  soon  succeeded 
in  securing  him  as  he  was  about  crawling  under  the 
chains  of  the  parterre.  Some  officers"  were  also 
fortunate  enough  to  capture  the  other  negro  and 
the  wench,  and  all  three  were  committed.” 

Gilbert  Hays,  one  of  the  officers,  was  also  knock- 
ed down  and  much  bruised;  David  Waldron.,  ano- 
ther officer,  had  his  coat  torn  ofF  by  Russel  C. 
Wheeler,  a lawyer,  who  was  arrested  and  bound 
over  in  the  sum  of  $10,000  to  answer  for  the  as- 
sault. 

During  the  confusion  the  prisoner  was  carried  off 
by  the  mob,  which  proceded  up  Broadway  to  Reed 
street,  w'here  they  turned  down  towards  the  North 
river.  Just  after  passing  Church  street  the  rescued 
man  was  stealthily  pushed  into  an  alley,  and  the 
mob  continued  down  the  street,  as  if  they  still  had 
their  prize  in  company.  Their  movements  were 
however  watched  by  deputy  sheriff  Fountain,  who 
remained  in  front  of  the  alley,  and  sent  to  the  po- 


lice office  for  assistance.  He  was  speedily  sup- 
plied with  the  requisite  aid,  and  after  a diligent 
search  of  the  premises,  the  negro  was  found  in  a 
coal  hole,  and  reconveyed  to  prison.  On  searching 
him,  a dagger  was  found  in  his  pocket,  with  both 
edges  sharpened,  secured  round  his  body.  The 
persons  arrested  are  named  Henry  Pierce,  Jesse 
Harrod  and  Keziah  Manning. 

A small  party  of  blacks  now  proceeded  to  the  re- 
sidence of  a colored  man  in  Walker  street,  suspect- 
ed of  having  given  information  respecting  the  re- 
puted slave.  They  caused  the  workmen  in  a car- 
penter shop  opposite  to  affix  poles  to  the  sign  and 
were  about  to  carry  off  the  same,  when  Job  Mun- 
day  and  Aaron  Watson,  the  principals,  were  com- 
mitted by  alderman  Erben.  [iV.  Y.  paper. 

The  case  of  Dixon  was  continued  before  the  re- 
corder on  the  18th.  Nothing  definite  was  done, 
and  further  proceedings  were  postponed  until  Thurs- 
day at  12  o’clock. 

The  “Express”  says — Although  great  excitement 
pervaded  the  assemblage,  which  was  Very  large,  no 
act  of  violence  was  attempted  and  every  thing  went 
off  peaceably. 

New  discoveries  in  Pompeii.  From  a letter 
from  professor  Wilhelm  Zahn,  dated  Naples,  Oct. 
29th,  1830. 

“On  the  13th  of  this  month,  a valuable  treasure 
of  sixty-four  silver  vessels  was  dug  up  in  a house 
in  the  Stradi  di  Mercurio,  opposite  to  the  house  of 
Castor  and  Pollux,  in  the  presence  of  his  majesty, 
the  king  of  Naples,  and  of  his  two  brothers,  prince 
Leopold  and  prince  Anthony.  They  were  discover- 
ed in  a wooden  box,  in  a mean  apartment  to  the 
right  of  the  atrium  of  this  house.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  this  apartment  is  separated  only  by  a wall 
from  that  in  which  the  fourteen  fine  silver  vases 
were  found  on  the  23d  of  March,  1835.  This  latter 
discovery  is  a table  service  for  four  persons,  and  con- 
sists of  sixty-four  pieces;  namely  one  dish,  with 
two  handsomely  ornamented  handles,  one  palm  and 
one  inch  in  diameter.  One  vase  (in  the  shape  of  a 
mortar),  ornamented,  in  alto-relievo,  with  grapes 
and  vine  leaves,  very  highly  wrought;  it  is  five 
inches  in  height,  and  six  in  diameter  at  the  top. — 
Two  vases  (goblet  form),  half  a palm  high,  and  the 
same  in  diameter,  ornamented  with  animated  Bac- 
chanalian representations,  in  the  finest  basso  and 
alto-relievo:  on  one  of  the  vases  is  a young  Bacchus 
ri8 incr  ~ x— ■»**«!  nn  thp  nthpr  he, is  renre- 
sented  sitting  on  an  ox;  there  are,  besides,  many 
other  figures  and  attributes.  These  two  vases  are 
quite  equal  to  the  finest  of  the  fourteen  discovered 
last  year.  There  are  also  twelve  plates,  each  with 
two  beautifully  executed  handles.  The  four  largest 
plates  are  eight  inches,  the  next  four  seven  and  a 
half,  and  the  four  smallest  seven  inches,  in  diame- 
ter. Sixteen  cups,  or  small  soup  tureens,  of  which 
each  four  are  similar.  These,  also,  are  furnished 
with  handles.  The  larger  ones  measure  five  and  a 
half,  and  the  smaller  cups,  four  inches,  in  diameter. 
Four  small  moulds  for  pastry,  each  two  and  a half 
inches  in  diameter;  four  small  vessels,  each  having 
three  feet,  somewhat  resembling  our  salt-cellars, 
and  three  inches  in  diameter;" eight  grooved  dishes, 
four  of  which  measure  five  inches  at  the  upper 
ridge,  and  the  others,  three  and  a half,  in  diameter; 
one  fine  vase,  with  a handle,  in  the  form  of  an  am- 
phora, ten  and  a half  inches  high,  and  four  inches 
in  diameter  at  the  mouth;  two  small  very  fine 
stew-pans,  with  tastefully  ornamented  handles,  five 
inches  in  diameter,  and  two  and  a half  high;  one 
spoon,  with  a highly  wrought  handle,  three  inches 
in  diameter;  one  mirror,  in  the  form  of  a patera, 
with  a perpendicular  handle,  eight  inches  in  diame- 
ter; two  spoons  and  five  ligutce  (spoons  and  forks 
in  one  piece).  This  discovery  is  the  richest  trea- 
sure of  the  kind  that  has  yet  been  met  with  in 
Pompeii,  and  all  the  vessels  are  in  excellent  preser- 
vation. A table-napkin  was  found  between  two  of 
the  plates.  The  apartment  in  which  these  vessels 
were  found,  as  also  the  one  adjoining,  above  allud- 
ed to,  were  excavated  by  the  ancients,  as  appears 
from  a hole  in  the  wall,  and  the  ashes  being  much 
turned  up;  but  the  persons  who  made  this  search 
cannot  have  been  the  owners,  as  they  never  would 
have  left  treasures  of  such  value.  The  sixty-four 
silver  vessels  were  taken  on  the  14th  of  October  to 
the  royal  museum,  where  they  have  been  subse- 
quently exposed  to  public  view.” 

[ London  Lit.  Gaz. 

Russia.  In  the  London  United  Service  Journal. 
It  is  stated  in  the  Journal  of  the  ministry  of  the 
home  department  that  Russia  in  Europe,  on  a sur- 
face of  87,247  square  miles,  * contains  a population 
of  47,592,427  souls;  and  that  Russia  in  Asia,  which 
is  more  than  treble  its  extent  (for  according  to 

*1,835,987  English  square  miles. 
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Hassel  and  Schnitzler  its  area  is  not  less  than 
275,767  square  miles*),  does  not  contain  above 
1,827,935  souls.  The  entire  population  of  Russia, 
as  appears  from  the  official  reports,  is  therefore 
49, 420,362  souls,  a much  weaker  population  than 
has  been  generally  assigned  to  it.  And  these  forty- 
nine  millions  of  people  are  scattered  over  a surface 
of  7,627,074  English  square  miles  an  average  of  lit- 
tle more  than  sixty-four  individuals  to  every  ten 
square  ihiles;  whilst  Great  Britarn  and  Ireland, 
whose  surface  does  not  exceed  116,000  square 
miles,  possess  at  least  25,000,000  of  inhabitants,  an 
average  of  upwards  of  2,150  individuals  to  every  ten 
square  miles! 

According  to  lieutenant  general  count  Yon  Bis- 
mark’s  recent  estimates,  the  military  establishment 
of  all  the  Russias,  on  a peace  footing,  and  exclusive 
of  the  irregular  cavalry,  cannot  fall  short  of 
590,000  men;  so.  that  in  order  to  keep  her  unwieldy 
possessions  together,  her  subjects  are  subjected  to  a 
constant  drain  of  at  least  twelve  males  in  every 
thousand  individuals,  whilst  a draft  of  less  than  four 
males  out  of  every  thousand  individuals  is  adequate 
to  all  the  military  exigencies  of  the  united,  empire 
even  including  its  colonial  possessions. 

Surely  the  worst  enemy  of  Russia  can  desire 
nothing  better  than  to  see  her  aggravating . her 
weakness,  and  adding  to  her  military  incapabilities, 
by  heaping  together  new  elements  of  combustion  to 
the  volcanic  mass  on  which  her  ephemeral  prepon- 
derance is  based.  The  Journal  already  quoted 
shows  that  Kursk  is  the  most  populous  province  in 
Russia  in  Europe,  as  it  contains  2,892  inhabitants  to 
every  geographical  square  mile,  and  that  the  pro- 
vince of  Archangel  is  the  least  populous,  as  it  has 
not  more  than  15  souls  to  each  such  mile.  The 
province  of  St.  Petersburg  has  716,  and  Moscow 
2,255  inhabitants  per  mile.  Mark  the  contrast: 
Cornwall  alone  has  nearly  5000;  and  even  Radnor- 
shire about  1,200.  With  regard  to  Russia  and  Asia, 
the  least  populous  province  is  that  of  Yenissei, 
which  has  but  193, 436  inhabitants  on  a surface  of 
58,371  geographical  square  miles,  an  average  of 
about  three  human  souls  to  each  mile.  S***. 


The  poisoned  valley  of  Java.  The  usual 
meeting  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  society,  took  place  on 
Saturday,  the  right  hon.  W.  W.  Wynn  in  the  chair. 
A paper  was  read  by  col.  Sykes  on  the  poisoned 
Upas  valley  at  Betur,  in  Java,  extracted  from  a let- 
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visit  to  the  place  in  July,  1830.  According  to  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Loudon,  this  valley  is  twenty 
miles  in  extent,  and  of  a considerable  width;  it  pre- 
sents a mosRdesolate  appearance,  the  surface  being 
steril  and  without  any  vegetation.  The  valley  con- 
tains numerous  skeletons  of  mammiliaand  birds.  In 
one  case  the  skeleton  of  a human  being  was  seen 
with  the  head  resting  upon  the  right  hand:  accord- 
ing to  tradition  it  is  said  that  the  neighboring  tribes 
were  in  the  habit  of  driving  their  criminals  into 
the  valley  to  expiate  their  crimes.  • Mr.  Loudon 
tried  the  experiment  of  lowering  some  dogs  and 
fowls  into  the  valley,  and  in  every  case  animation 
became  quickly  suspended,  although  life  was  pro- 
longed in  some  instances  for  ten  minutes.  The 
valley  proved  to  be  the  crater  of  an  extinguished 
volcano,  in  which  carbonic  acid  gas  is  generated, 
like  the  Grotto  del  Cane,  at  Naples.  The  fabulous 
influence  imputed  to  the  Upas  tree  is,  therefore, 
without  foundation,  the  mortality  being  caused  sole- 
ly by  the  deleterious  agency  of  the  gas. 

[ London  paper. 


Telegraphs.  The  Washington  correspondent 
of  the  Baltimore  Patriot  has,  in  the  following  ex- 
tract from  one  of  his  letters,  saved  us  the  trouble  of 
inditing  a paragraph  on  the  subject  of  a project 
which  is  well  calculated  to  attract  favorably  the 
public  attention:  [Nat.  Int. 

“I  have  had  great  pleasure  in  meeting  with  Mr. 
Robert  E.  Hudson,  of  the  Merchants’  News  Room, 
New  York,  and  Mr.  Gonon,  formerly  of  France, 
but  more  , recently  from  Russia,  who  are  now  in 
this  city  making  arrangements  for  the  establishment 
of  a line  of  telegraphs  from  New  York  to  New  Or- 
leans. Mr.  Gonon  and  his  associate,  M.  Served, 
have,  after  many  years’  application  to  the  subject, 
invented  an  important  system  of  telegraphs,  which 
casts  into  the  shade  every  thing  of  the  same  kind 
that  has  yet  been  attempted.  By  their  admirable 
plan  they  can  communicate  every  kind  of  informa- 
tion, word  by  word,  and  punctuate  the  same,  with- 
out using  more  signals  than  words,  and  with  as 
much  rapidity  as  a person  can  write,  or  even  speak! 
They  have  received  the  most  flattering  encourage- 
ment from  those  literary  and  scientific  gentlemen  to 
whom  they  have  explained  the  system;  and  not  a 
doubt  is  entertained  that  it  will  accomplish  the  pur- 


poses of  the  inventors,  and  realize  all  that  has  been 
anticipated  from  it.  M.  Gonon  assures  me  that  he 
will  be  able  to  communicate  a despatch,  of  one  hun- 
dred words,  from  New  York  to  New  Orleans,  in 
half  an  hour!  And  those  who  are  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  system  confirm  his  promises.- — - 
How  elementary  does  every  other  system  appear  in 
comparison  with  that  which  can  accomplish  such  an 
object!  The  imagination  is  overpowered  in  con- 
templating the  consequences  of  such  an  achieve- 
ment of  human  ingenuity.  Distance  is  annihilated. 
Thousands  of  miles  no  longer  divide  us.  We  know 
on  the  instant,  as  it  were,  the  actions,  the  wishes, 
the  determinations  of  our  fellow  beings  of  other 
states.  Fortunate  it  is  that  we  live  in  an  age  for 
whose  intellectual  progress  nothing  is  too  ripe!” 


Fi)Misfar.a  in  :Pa.kis.  A late  number  of  the 
London  Metropolitan  contains  a long,  graphic  and 
amusing  article,  entitled  “Paris'  in  light  and  shade,” 
some  of  the  statements  of  which  will  make  even 
our  extravagant  money  spenders  open  their  eyes 
with  amazement. 

The  writer  avers,  and  his  article  is  designed  part- 
ly to  show,  that  the  prevailing  spirit  of  the  Parisiane 
at  present,  is  economy;  and  that  the  pomp,  splen- 
dor, luxury  and  ostentation  of  the  capital,  are  ex- 
hibited almost  exclusively  by  foreigners,  such  as 
“the  American  purser,  col.  Thorn,  and  the  Spanish 
stock-broker,  Aguado;  by  the  Delmares,  Hopes 
Tufiakins,  DemiclofFs,  Rothschilds  and  Wellesses.’ 
And  that  the  gaieties  of  Paris  are  “the  brilliant  ban 
quets  of  the  Thorns,  the  splendid  concerts  of  the 
Ferraras,  and  the  witty  coteries  of  Lady  Keith." 
The  autocrats  of  Parisian  society,  he  affirms,  are 
the  foreigners,  who  rule  it  with  a sceptre  of  gold 
and,  truly,  if  his  descriptions  are  correct,  not  the 
ceptre  only  is  of  gold,  but  the  very  box  in  which  it 
is  put  away  when  not  in  use.  The  magnificent 
hotel  (not  house  of  accommodation  for  travellers 
accordiug  to  the  use  of  the  word  with  us,  but  pri- 
vate residence)  of  Baron  Rothschild  is  called  Solo- 
mon’s temple,  in  reference  to  its  gorgeousness;  and 
it  is  declared  to  be  covered  with  gold  leaf,  from  the 
basement  to  the  attic  story.  The  gilding  of  each 
door  cost  a hundred  guineas,  and  of  every  arm-chair 
fifty.  And  the  very  hearth-rugs  of  the  Yankee  bour- 
geois gentil  homme,  as  col.  Thorn  is  irreverently  en- 
titled, are  said  to  be  decorated  with  fringes  of  gold 


four  sturdy  horses,  and  built  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses like  a New  York  wood- chopper’s  slab  shanty t 
The  cavity  which  served  as  a window,  was  filled 
with  tow-headed  urchins  of  ten  years  old  and 
younger,  looking  with  all  their  eyes  (seemingly 
assisted  b}'  their  mouths)  at  ‘the  wonders  of  the 
west.’  Instead  of  the  common  necessary  of  a firej 
place  and  chimney,  there  was  a stove  and  pipe.  I 
saw  no  barns  and  out  houses;  supposing  that  these 
were  to  ‘fetch  up  the  rear,’  I did  not  wonder  muehi 
It  excited  no  small  degree  of  surprise  with  me,  but 
the  people  say  that  it  is  a common  scene  here.” 
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Fraud  without  fraudulent  intention.  A 
correspondent  of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Com 
merce,  writing  from  Manchester,  (England)  says: 
“An  American  house  in  London  recently  pledged 
quantity  of  tobacco  for  the  sum  of  £30,000. 
The  article  had  been  consigned  to  them,  and  no- 
thing drawn  against  it.  A legal  process  was  institut- 
ed against  them,  which  resulted  on  Saturday.  They 
are  liable  to  transportation  for  fourteen  years, 
though  in  this  case  no  fraud  was  probably  intended 
The  parties  however  absconded. 


The  southern  mail — Creek  Indians-.  In  the 
transportation  of  the  great  southern  mail,  a day  has 
been  lost  for  sometime  past,  in  consequence  of  new 
depredations  committed  by  the  Indians  near  the 
mail  road  in  Alabama,  making  it  so  hazardous  to 
travel  in  the  night  with  stages,  that  drivers  could 
not  be  found  who  v’ould  incur  the  risk.  The  ex- 
press mail,  however,  has  come  regularly  through; 
and  by  the  following  letter  from  the  postmaster  at 
Columbus,  Georgia,  dated  8th  instant,  it  will  be 
perceived  that  no  further  interruption  of  the  great 
mail  is  anticipated: 

“The  apprehensions  of  farther  difficulties  with 
the  Indians  in  Alabama  seem  to  be  removed.  The 
energy  and  perseverance  of  gen.  Wellborn,  in  col- 
lecting men,  and  in  continuing  in  pursuit  of  the 
Indians,  and  the  havoc  he  has  made  among  them 
in  his  recent  engagements  with  them  in  Pea  river 
swamp,  have,  it  is  thought,  brought  the  difficulties 
to  a close.  Every  thing  is  quiet  on  the  mail  route 
from  this  to  Tuskeegee;  and  the  contractors  for  the 
conveyance  of  the  ordinary  mail  on  this  route  will, 
I suppose,  immediately  resume  their  regular  trips. 
The  express  mail  contractor  has  been  enabled,  by 
diligence  and  perseverance,  to  keep  his  mail  run- 
ning agreeably  to  the  schedule,  as  the  postmaster 
general  has  been  apprised  in  my  former  letters.” 

[ Globe. 


*5,791,107  English  square  miles. 


Travelling  at  the  west.  A letter  from 
Cleveland,  (Ohio),  says — “Of  all  the  modes  of  tra- 
velling westward,  the  ‘take-up-your-house-and- 
w'alk’  system  has  become  the  most  rife.  One  day 
last  week  I was  amused  on  seeing  a herd  of  boys, 
following  one  of  those  newly  invented  plans  of  mi- 
gration through  our  streets.  The  whole  was  sup- 
ported upon  four  large  wagon  wheels,  propelled  by 


IMPORT  AND  EXPORT  OF  SPECIE. 

From  the  Globe  of  the  11  ih  of  Jpril. 

The  British  bank  party  in  this  country  say,  send 
back  to  England  the  specie  we  have  taken  from 
them,  that  the  great  hank  there  may  extend  to  us 
paper  facilities. 

The  bank  of  England  says,  (if  the  London  prints 
are  to  be  relied  on),  that  they  must  and  will  have 
back  from  us  the  gold  we  have  purchased  from 
them. 

It  will  be  well,  perhaps,  for  these  people,  on  both 
sides  of  the  water,  to  stop  and  see  how  the  specie 
account  current  between  the  two  nations  stands. 

The  following  table,  made  up  from  official  docu- 
ments, shows  it: 

Statement  of  the  gold  and_  silver  coin  imported  from , 
and  exported  to,  England,  annually,  from  1st  Octo- 
ber, 1820,  to  30 th  September,  1836. 

imported. 


Year. 

Gold. 

Silver. 

Total. 

1821 

~ 

$645,529 

1822 

- 

- 

99,811 

1823 

- 

- 

282,822 

1824 

- 

- / 

140,164 

1825 

$384 

$81,816 

82,200 

1826 

4,360 

116,438 

129,798 

1827 

- 

33,573 

33,573 

1828 

2,705 

18,267 

20,972 

1829 

8,200 

31,626 

39,826 

1830 

53,123 

91,108 

144,231 

1831 

46,990 

83,840 

130,830 

1832 

21,110 

23,824 

44,934 

1833 

18,908 

12,995 

31,903 

1834 

1,922,960 

3,793,293 

5,716,253 

1835 

70S, 106 

206,852 

914,958 

1836 

2,316,645 

6,275 

2,322,920 

»-,T  , m 

EXPORTED. 

Year. 

Gold. 

Silver. 

Total. 

1821 

- 

- 

$1,933,665 

1822 

- 

- .. 

767,970 

1823 

_ 

- 

365,632 

1824 

_ 

- 

312,112 

1825 

_ 

$297,762 

297,762 

1826 

$17,271 

555,262 

572,533 

1827 

10,444 

178,211 

188,655 

1828 

12,000 

2. 180,775 

2,292,775 

1829 

153,411 

389,035 

442,440 

1830 

27,216 

63,291 

90,507 

1831 

27,237 

2,062,523 

2,039,766 

1832 

18,779 

1,711,792 

1,730,571 

1833 

244 

- 

244 

1834 

270 

270 

1835 

_ 

39,037 

39,037 

1836 

- 

12,500 

12,500 

$266,872 

$7,590,188 

$11,236,439 

It  will  be  seen,  by  the  foregoing  table,  that  Eng- 

land  has  taken  from  us,  since  1821,  half  a million  of 
dollars  more  than  we  have  taken  from  her.  Of  the 
shipments  made  in  the  years  1821  and  1822,  one 
million  and  three-quarters  were  ih  gold,  and  made 
by  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  as  is  shown  by  its 
own  statement.  No  returns  of  the  export  of  undu- 
tiable  articles  were  made  prior  to  1821.  Could  we 
have  embraced  in  the  table  the  operations  of  1819 
and  1820,  we  do  not  doubt  we  should  have  added  to 
the  half  million  many  additional  millions  of  specie 
taken  from  us  by  England,  beyond  what  we  have 
taken  from  them. 

So  that,  in  place  of  England  taking  specie  from 
us,  they  must  send  it  to  us,  to  balance  the  account. 

From  the  Globe  of  the  15 th. 

The  following  table  of  the  import  and  export  of 
specie,  for  the  last  sixteen  years,  will  suggest  the 
most  important  reflections  to  all  persons  capable  of 
combining  causes  and  effects.  It  will  be  seen  that 
in  the  years  1821,  2,  3,  there  was  a great  export 
of  specie,  and  every  person  will  recollect  that  that 
w-as  a period  of  bank  stoppages,  depreciated  paper 
money,  stop  law's,  property  laws,  relief,  law's,  de- 
struction of  debtors,  and  harvest  of  usurers.  The 
table  below  shows  the  reason:  it  was  the  excessive 
exportation  of  specie,  arising  from  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  draining  the  west  and  south  of  all 
their  specie,  and  then  shipping  it  to  Philadelphia. 
The  last  period,  that  of  1833,  4,  5,  6,  shows  the 
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greatest  importation  of  specie  ever  known  in  the 
United  States,  and  accordingly  it  is  the  period  of 
greatest  prosperity  ever  known  to  the  country. 

We  gave  a table  a few  days  since,  showing  that 
England  had  the  advantage  of  us  at  least  a half  a 
million,  in  specie  transfers.  This  table  shows  the 
relative  state  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  bullion 
for  about  the  same  period,  as  it  regards  the  rest  of 
the  world. 

Table  of  import  and  export  of  gold  and  silver  coin 
and  bullion,  from  1821  to  1836. 


£ -3 


cars. 

Imported. 

Exported. 

A 1821 

$3, 064,890 

$10,478,059 

1 1S22 

3,369,846 

10,810,180 

f 1823 

5,097,S96 

6,372,987 

J 1824 

8,379,S35 

7,014,552 

j 1825 

6,150,765 

8,797,055 

1 1826 

6,880,960 

4,704,533 

(1827 

8,151,130 

8,014,880 

J 1S2S 

7,489,741 

8,243,476 

1 1S29 

7,403,612 

4,924,020 

1 1S30 

8,155,961 

2,178,773 

( 1831 

7,305.945 

9,014,931 

J 1832 

5,907,504 

5,656,340 

1 1833 

7,070,363 

2,614,952 

1 1834 

17,911,632 

1,676,258 

f 1835 

13,131,447 

5,748,174 

J 1836 

12,166,372 

4, 435, S 15 

The  indissoluble  connection  between  the  state  of 
the  specie  and  the  state  of  the  country  being  thus 
clearly  established,  the  wisdom  of  the  treasury  order 
becomes  more  striking,  when  we  see  measures 
taken  to  diffuse  the  specie  through  the  country,  and 
prevent  its  re-exportation,  which  would  now  take 
place,  if  the  specie  was  piled  up  in  the  Atlantic 
cities,  where  the  managers  of  the  British  foreign 
bank,  (the  Barings  and  Biddle  bank),  wish  it  to  be. 

The  complaint  which  the  agent  of  the  foreign 
bank,  (Mr.  Biddle),  is  now  making  about  the 
transfer  of  specie  to  the  west,  is  a fine  commentary 
upon  his  own  conduct  formerly,  in  stripping  the 
country  and  shipping  it  to  Europe.  At  the  veto 
session  in  1832,  there  were  but  TWENTY  millions 
of  specie  in  the  country;  and  of  that  sum,  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  had  the  one-third.  Consequent- 
ly, the  whole  country  was  then  at  the  mercy  of  that 
merciless  institution.  Now  we  have  EIGHTY  mil- 
lions, and  of  that  the-bank  of  the  United  States  has 
the  one-thirty-third  part;  that  is  to  say,  about  two 
and  a half  millions,  and  the  country  is  nearly  in- 
dependent of  the  alien  institution.  This  mass  of 
specie  is  the  torment  of  the  British  United  States 
bank;  and  to  get  rid  of  it  occupies  all  her  policy. 
Hence  the  hatred  to  the  treasury  order;  hence  the 
restrictions  prescribed  by  the  Barings  on  bills  of 
exchange;  hence  the  'efforts  of  the  British  Baring 
bank  to  revoke  that  order,  collect  specie  from  the 
interior,  and  ship  it  abroad. 

During  the  whole  time  of  the  power  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  it  was  the  policy  of  that  in- 
stitution to  collect  specie  from  the  interior,  and  sell 
it,  when  exchange  on  Europe  rose  above  par.  Thus 
the  country  was  left  with  only  twenty  millions  at 
the  time  of  the  veto  session.  If  we  had  no  more 
than  that  sum  now,  the  British  foreign  bank  in 
Philadelphia  could  quickly  consummate  her  designs 
of  breaking  the  locrj  banks,  and  making  a general 
suspension  of  specie  payments;  but  the  eighty  mil- 
lions of  gold  and  silver  are  a stumbling-block  in 
her  path,  and  that  stumbling-block  will  become 
larger  and  larger.  President  Jackson  is  gone,  but 
the  author  of  the  letter  to  Sherrod  Williams  is  in 
the  presidential  seat;  and  the  specie  policy  is  still 
the  order  of  the  day.  The  public  will  recollect 
that  letter,  and  vvith  how  much  emphasis  it  rested 
upon  the  increase  of  the  gold  and  silver  circulation, 
the  suppression  of  notes  under  twenty  dollars,  and 
the  coinage  at  the  three  branch  mints.  We  venture 
to  predict  that  specie  will  go  on  increasing  at  the 
rate  of  several  millions  per  annum  during  the  whole 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  administration,  and  that  GOLD 
will  be  a common  currency  before  his  time  is  out. 
The  three  branch  mints  will  go  to  work  this  sum- 
mer, and  congress  has  put  it  fully  in  the  power  of 
the  administration  to  keep  them  at  work.  By  an 
act  of  the  last  session  of  congress,  the  sum  of  one 
million  of  dollars  may  be  kept  at  the  mint  to  supply 
it  with  metal;  and  by  an  act  of  the  previous  ses- 
sion, an  unlimited  amount  maybe  transferred  to  the 
mint  and  its  branches  for  the  same  purpose.  Thus, 
the  supplies  of  metal  will  be  ample,  for  it  will  be 
unlimited;  and  the  public  may  rest  assured,  that  the 
successor  to  president  Jackson,  the  author  of  the 
letter  to  Sherrod  AYilliams,  will  not  suffer  the  mint 
and  its  branches  to  stand  idle  for  want  of  material 
to  work  up. 


thereto,  when  they  voted  in  the  negative,  on  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Espy  to  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  bank  investigating  committee: 

The  undersigned  members  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, who  voted  against  that  branch  of  the  re- 
solution moved  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution 
attached  to  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  into  the  mode,  man- 
ner and  means  by  which  the  United  States  bank 
obtained  its  charter,  which  read  as  follows,  to  wit: 
“and  that  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  system  be  in- 
structed to  report  a bill  repealing  the  charter  of  the 
bank,”  respectfully  ask  leave,  in  order  that  their 
views  may  be  fairly  understood,  to  record  upon  the 
journal  of  the  house  the  reasons  which  prompted 
the  votes  by  them  given.  The  undersigned  are 
aware  that,  as  a general  principle,  no  explanation  is 
necessary  to  undeceive  constituents  in  relation  to 
the  votes  given  by  their  representatives.  But  upon 
questions  of  magnitude,  involving  results  as  impor- 
tant as  does  the  one  under  consideration,  they  can- 
not be  insensible  to  the  fact  that  misrepresentation 
is  too  often  the  effect  of  an  imperfect  knowledge 
of  any  circumstance,  however  trivial. 

With  this  outline  of  their  motives,  desiring  to 
avoid  misrepresentation,  the  undersigned  will  brief- 
ly add  that  they  voted  against  the  amendment  re- 
ferred to,  because  in  their  opinion,  formed  at  the 
time,  it  was  introduced  in  such  a form  as  to  appear 
as  part  and  parcel  of  the  resolution  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  was  calculated  to  embarrass  the  question 
then  before  the  house,  while  it  seemed  to  be  the  de- 
sire of  the  committee  to  have  the  question  of  re- 
peal tested  upon  its  own  merits.  Had  the  amend- 
ment been  ottered  as  a distinct  resolution  instruct- 
ing the  judiciary  committee  to  report  a bill  to  re- 
peal the  charter  of  the  United  States  bank,  the  un- 
dersigned would  have  felt  no  hesitation  in  record 
ing  their  votes  in  the  affirmative;  and  they  would 
just  as  freely  have  voted  for  the  bill  thus  reported; 
believing,  as  they  do,  in  truth  and  sincerity,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  bank  may  have  obtained  its 
charter  by  means  the  most  fair  and  honorable;  that 
its  existence  is  inimical  to  the  well  being  of  socie- 
ty, if  not  to  social  and  political  liberty;  and  that 
the  charter  of  that  nor  no  other  bank  is  above  the 
reach  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  nor  the 
repeal  of  such  charter,  when  found  conducive  to 
public  good,  inconsistent  with  the  fundamental 
principles  of  republican  government,  or  with  the 
genius  of  the  free  institutions  of  our  state  and  coun- 
ty- 

Actuated  by  these  motives,  and  entertaining: these 
views,  the  undersigned  ask  that  the  above  may  be 
recorded  on  the  journal  of  the  house  as  their  rea- 
sons for  the  votes  they  gave  on  the  question  allud- 
ed to. 


made  to  our  country,  and  by  your  public  services, 
experience  and  ability,  you  have,  we  also  believe, 
become  in  some  measure,  the  property  of  your 
country,  and  you  must  not  leave  us,  near  as  the 
country  may  be  to  the  dreadful  vortex  of  corruption 
which  has  hitherto  swallowed  up  republics,  and 
threatens  the  existence  of  this.  You  must  be 
aware,  that  the  people  of  this  region,  look  upon 
your  public  course  with  gratitude.  Your  leading 
measures  have  always  had  their  hearty  concurrence; 
and  although,  through  party  animosity  and  political 
envy,  your  most  beneficent  projects  have  been 
warped  or  defeated,  we  are  no  less  of  the  opinion 
that  the  influence  of  your  eloquence  may  still  have 
its  weight  in  the  assembled  senate  of  this  great 
union.  This  people  and  the  people  of  the  confede- 
racy will  sustain  you,  and  we  conjure  you  not  to 
leave  the  senate  to  the  “tender  mercies”  of  the  fac- 
tion which  seeks  to  prostrate  the  “ark  of  the  coun- 
try’s safety,”  to  the  pitiful  uses  and  abuses  of  party. 
We  are,  sir,  yours,  with  great  respect, 


O.  T.  Reeves, 
Wm.  S.  Murphy, 
J.  L.  IJcarne, 

D.  McArthur, 

A.  C.  McArthur, 
John  Crouse,  jr. 
Robert  Bethel, 
John  Carlisle, 


Felix  Renick, 
Wm.  Renick, 
Thomas  James, 
J.  Woodbridge, 
N.  W.  Thatcher, 
John  W.  Taylor, 
A.  Waddle, 
Committee. 


Signed, 


Wm.  English, 
Thos.  Lewellen, 
O.  S.  Dimmick, 
Hugh  Brawley, 
Geo.  Frederick, 
Simon  Sallade, 
W.  Sturgeon, 
Asa  Dimock, 
Solomon  Fries, 
Wm.  McCurdy, 


'William  Rheiner, 

David  Etter, 

Michael  Reed, 

J.  Taylor,  of  Lycoming, 
Abraham  Shortz, 
Martin  Shearer, 

Enoch  Beale, 

Hamilton  Alricks, 
Christian  Snider, 

James  Hughes. 

[Harrisburg  Reporter. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

MR.  ESPY’s  AMENDMENT. 

The  following  paper  exhibits  the  reasons  which 
governed  the  gentlemen  whose  names  are  attached 


HENRY  CLAY. 

. From  the  Cincinnati  Gazette. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  annexed  letters  have  been  handed  us  for 
publication,  with  the  expectation  that  they  would 
be  interesting  to  our  fellow  citizens  of  Ross.  In 
the  sentiments  of  the  one  dated  “ Washington ,”  they 
will  recognize  the  thoughts  of  an  old  friend,  whom 
they  once  delighted,  and  have  not  yet  forgotten  to 
honor: 

Chillicothe,  Ohio,  Dec.  24,  1834. 

Hon.  H.  Clay, 

Dear  sir:  The  undersigned,  on  behalf  of  their 
fellow  citizens,  in  view  of  your  recent  election  to 
the  senate  of  the  United  States,  beg  leave  to  ex- 
press their  gratification  at  that  additional  testimo- 
nial of  confidence  in  your  character  and  abilities, 
expressed  by  the  legislature  of  Kentucky,  in  a man- 
ner which  is  alike  honorable  to  that  body  and  to 
yourself,  while  we  believe  it  to  be  grateful  to  every 
real  patriot  and  friend  of  civil  liberty.  We  would 
most  respectfully  urge  upon  your  consideration  the 
absolute  advisability  of  your  continuance  in  the  se- 
nate of  the  United  States.  We  can  in  some  mea- 
sure appreciate  the  sacrifices  you  must  make  to 
comply  with  this  request.  The  peaceful,  sylvan 
scenes  of  your  home  undoubtedly  otter  greater  at- 
tractions, than  do  the  wordy  contests  and  conflict- 
ing debates  of  the  senate  chamber.  Yet  we  know 
how  many  and  great  have  been  the  sacrifices  of 
personal  convenience  and  comfort  you  have  already 


Washington,  6th  March,  1837. 

Gentlemen:  Although  I have  delayed  acknow- 
ledging the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  24tli  De- 
cember, the  respect  and  gratitude  which  I feel  for 
you,  and  for  the  friendly  feelings  and  sentiments 
towards  me  which  it  expresses,  will  not  allow  me 
to  leave  this  city  without  tendering  to  you  my  cor- 
dial acknowledgments. 

You  will  have  seen  that  I have  accepted  the  ap- 
pointment of  senator,  with  which  I have  been  ho- 
nored by  the  general  assembly  of  Kentucky. — 
Anxious  as  I was  to  retire  from  the  senate,  the  ob- 
ligations which  I feel  to  the  people  of  Kentucky 
for  their  numerous  manifestations  of  confidence  and 
attachment,  seemed  to  me  to  impose  on  me  the  du- 
ty of  conforming  to  what  I believed  to  be  their 
wishes. 

It  affords  me  much  satisfaction  to  learn  from  you 
that  the  people  in  your  neighborhood  regard  with 
approbation  my  public  services  generally;  and  I 
shall  be  happy  if,  during  the  time  I may  continue 
to  remain  in  the  public  councils,  I shall  be  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  deserve  tne  bam©  fcVN'OT-cvLl/A  J T 1 d LT  OY  P nt . 

If  I can  entitle  myself  to  it  by  zeal,  by  fidelity,  and 
by  the  exertion  of  the  utmost  of  my  humble  abili- 
ty, to  expose  abuses,  to  produce  an  upright  admi- 
nistration of  the  government,  and  to  preserve  the 
purity  of  our  free  institutions,  I may,  I think,  ven- 
ture to  hope  for  it. 

I request,  gentlemen,  your  acceptance  of  assu- 
rances of  the  personal  respect  and  esteem  of  your 
friend  and  obedient  servant,  H.  CLAY. 

Messrs.  O.  T.  Reeves,  Felix  Renick,  W.  S.  Murphy, 
Win.  Renick,  J.  L.  Hearne,  Thomas  James,  D. 
McArthur,  J.  Woodbridge,  A.  C.  McArthur,  N. 
W.  Thatcher,  John  Crouse,  jr.  John  W.  Taylor, 
Robert  Bethel,  A.  Waddle  and  John  Carlisle. 

DINNER  TO  GEO.  M.  DALLAS. 

Mr.  Dallas,  the  newly  appointed  minister  to  Rus- 
sia, left  Philadelphia  for  Boston  on  Saturday  last, 
from  whence  he  will  sail  in  the  U.  S.  ship  Indepen- 
dence. On  Thursday,  the  13th  inst.  he  was  pub- 
licly entertained  by  his  political  friends — and  in 
reply  to  the  following  toast,  addressed  the  company 
in  the  brief  speeh  subjoined. 

George  M.  Dallas — A native  of  Pennsylvania 
and  a scion  of  a nofyle  tree  now  planted  in  his  coun- 
try’s service — “there  if  he  grow  the  fruit  will  be 
our  own.”-' 

Mr.  President:  “Of  the  abundance  of  the 
heart,”  it  has  been  said,  “the  mouth  speaketb.”  It 
is  not  so  in  my  case.  Words  which  ought  to  spring 
promptly  from  my  lips,  I find  are  absent  when  most 
wanted.  I cannot  express  to  you  the  feeling  of 
grateful  thanks  with  which  the  generous  kindness 
of  my  political  friends  fills  me.  And  this,  sir,  is 
the  more  overpowering  as  it  is  accompanied  with  a 
consciousness  how  little  I have  done  to  deserve  such 
.nvaluable  confidence  and  regard.  While  I have 
life,  however,  such  a testimonial  of  democratic  ap- 
probation cannot  be  forgotten;  it  will  cheer  me 
when  absent  from  my  country  and  my  kindred:  and 
every  toil  through  which  it  may  be  my  destiny  to 
pass  in  the  public  service,  will  be  sweetened  by  the 
recollection  that  it  is  but  a faint  return  for  the  ho- 
nors and  applause  your  warm-hearted  enthusiasm 
has  heaped  on  me  to-day. 

How,  fellow  citizens,  shall  I best  prove  in  future 
the  deep  sense  of  gratitude  with  which  you  have 
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inspired  me?  I will  tell  you  the  course  my  own 
bosom  impels  me  to  adopt.  It  is  a plain  one.  At 
any  distance,  under  any  sky,  in  every  situation,  and 
at  all  times,  devoted,  heart  and  soul,  to  the  honor 
and  interests  of  the  American  people,  I propose  to 
remain  what  I have  always  felt  most  pride  in  beitw, 
the  honest  citizen  of  a virtuous  republic,  the  un- 
changed representative  of  a hardy  and  resolute  de- 
mocracy.  I do  not  refer  to  the  lines  of  distinction 
which  mark,  however  broadly,  the  political  parties 
of  the  times,  but  to  the  fundamental,  pervadiiw  and 

essential  spirit  of  our  nation  and  its  government 

to  the  home-bred  genius  of  its  freedom,  to  the  im- 
press indelibly  given  to  it  by  its  pure,  stern  and 
manly  founders.  It  is  this  that  I shall  anxiously 
aim  to  preserve  as  the  excelling  characteristic  of  a 
country  which  correctly  to  know  is  deeply  to  love: 
it  is  this  which  alone  exalts  beyond  all  rivalry  the 
American  name:  and  it  is  this  which  every  one  of 
you  cannot  but  feel  the  liveliest  solicitude  to  have 
justly  sustained  by  your  agents  abroad,  in  presence 
of  all  the  world.  I will  repay  you  thus— for  I know 
no  truer  way  of  doing  it. 

What  is  there,  indeed,  to  which  a patriot  clin>r 
most  as  he  is  about  quitting  this  western  world?  Is 
it  not  the  proud  consciousness  that  this  is  emphati- 
cally and  confessedly  the  land  of  liberty:  the  land 
where  humanity  stands  erect  and  unfettered— where 
to  be  free,  broadly,  boldly  free,  is  the  asserted  and 
admitted  and  inalienable  right  of  every  man?  And 

can  I,  who  have  been  born  and  bred  among  you 

who  from  my  youth  upwards  have  felt  and  known 
this  sacred  truth,  ever  forget  it,  or  swerve  from  it, 
or  cease  to  feel  it  in  any  country  or  in  any  clime? 
You  who  know  me,  know  that  I cannot. 

.Excuse  me,  however,  my  kind  and  generous 
friends.  I did  not  rise  to  make  a speech,  for  I feel 
that,  although  for  so  many  years  accustomed  to  ad- 
dress you,  it  is  not  now,  or  under  these  circum- 
stances that  I can  bring  myself  to  do  so.  I have 
come  to  bid  you  farewell — to  ask  you  to  keep  me 
m your  remembrance  when  absent,  with  the  same 
warm  kindness  that  you  have  shown  me  during  a 
life  passed  among  you — and  to  assure  you  that  no 
distance  or  time  can  efface  the  impressions  of  this 

On  Friday  the  14th  he  was  complimented  with  a 
dinner  by  the  members  of  the  Philadelphia  bar, 
without  distinction  of  party.  Mr.  Chief  Justice 
Gibson  presided.  On  behalf  of  his  professional 
brethren,  he  presented  him  with  a gold  snuff  box 
as  a testimonial  of  their  friendship.  The  inscrip- 
tion on  the  lid  is  as  follows:  “The  bench  and  the 

bar  of  Philadelphia,  to  th©  ivi 

j>a.iicis5  1837.  ” •® 


in- 


MEXICO. 

The  Diaro  del  Gobierno  inserts  the  followin 
telligence  from  Vera  Cruz,  of  the  9th  March: 

Manga  de  Clavo,  March  1st,  1837. 

To  Don  Antonio  Castro,  general  commander  of  the 
department  of  Vera  Cruz: 

General:  I have  learnt  that  some  doubts  are 
entertained  whether  I am  or  not  the  president  of 
the  republic,  after  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
country  have  been  published,  and  whether  bein- 
still  such  a president,  I am  in  possession  of  the 
prerogatives  attending  that  station,  since  I obtained 
permission  to  command  in  person  the  army. 

Although  I am  not  indifferent  to  the  honor  re- 
sulting from  that  station  to  which  I was  raised  by 
the  choice  of  the  nation,  yet  being  convinced  as  1 
am,  that  the  explanation  of  those  doubts  may  brin°- 
into  coalition  various  affections,  without  producing 
any  good  to.  the  people  or  to  myself,  who  am  deter! 
mined  to  live  retired  in  the  bosom  of  my  family,  I 
think  it  wise  to  give  up  every  discussion  on  the 
matter.  Neither  did  I contemplate  it  necessary,  in 
order  to  satisfy  my  wishes,  to  take  the  oath  of  re- 
maining faithful  to  the  new  fundamental  laws  of 
the  republic,  thus-showing  by  a spontaneous  and 
public  act,  how  much  I love  and  respect  them 
Fortunately,  I hope  that  no  one  will  refuse  me 
the  title  of  general  of  the  army  of  the  republic- 

nif h\wC1!Cllmsta"ce  enables  me  thus  to  accom- 
plish that  wish  and  that  duty. , Consequently  i an- 
ply  to  you  to  receive  the  oath  from  me,  in  the  capa- 
city of  general  of  the  army,  and  aceordin°-  to  the 
forms  prescribed  by  law,  appointing  to  this  effect 
f°r  h®  ceremony>  without  prejudice  to 
what  the  congress  or  supreme  government  may 

s irp(i£„5r  " ,he  1 — " 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANA 
Governor  Castro  appointed  the  9th  of  March  for 
the  ceremony,  and  gave  at  the  same  time  informa- 
tion to  the  government  of  Santa  Ana’s  letter,  and 
his  own  proceedings. 

Santa  Ana  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  from  his  farm 
on  the  9th,  at  9 o’clock  in  the  morning  atom™! 
rued  by  his  numerous  friends,  and  was  enthusiasti- 


cally received.  The  above  ceremony  took  place 
one  hour  after  his  arrival,  in  the  town  hall,  which 
was  crowded  to  excess  with  people  of  all  classes 
and  ranks.  After  taking  the  oath  to  the  constitu- 
tion, Santa  Ana  addressed  the  spectators  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms: 

“On  returning  to  my  country,  which  I found  go- 
verned by  a new  constitution,  I feel  bound  to  re- 
spect its  will,  and  this  I have  just  sworn  to  do. — 
Let  God  be  a witness  of  the  pledge  I have  °-iven  to 
fulfil  my  duty,  and  may  my  oath  serve  as  fhe  best 
pledge  to  the  Mexicans,  and  may  the  constitutional 
code  secure  for  ever,  peace  and  happiness  to  the 
nation.” 

Governor  Castro  replied — “I  congratulate  myself, 
your  excellency,  the  supreme  government,  and  the 
nation  at  large,  on  this  happy  moment,  because  the 
sacred  oath  which  your  ey.cellency  has  just  made, 
will  at  once  destroy  the  vain  hopes  and  intrigues  of 
those  enemies  of  good  order  who  thought  to  find  in 
your  return,  an  opportunity  to  involve  the  country 
in  anarchy  and  ruin.” 

Santa  Ana  partook  of  a splendid  dinner  prepared 
for  the  occasion— received  the  compliments  of  thou- 
sands of  Vera  Cruzans,  and  departed  in  the  even- 
ing  for  Magna  de  Clavo,  the  whole  town  resound- 
ing with  the  acclamations  of  viva  Santa  Ana!  Santa 
Ana  for  ever!! 

1 may  be  mistaken,  hut  I think  that  Vera  Cruz, 
with  its  governor  and  castle,  are  already  in  the 
hands  of  the  prisoner  of  San  Jacinto. 

The  Diaro  del  Gobierno  publishes  the  message  of 
president  Jackson  to  congress  of  the  6th  of  Februa- 
ry, accompanied  by  the  following  comment: 

“The  supreme  government  has  referred  this  do- 
cument to  its  council,  in  order  that  they  may  indi- 
cate the  measure  to  be  taken  in  the  event  of  the  se- 
nate of  the  United  States  granting  to  the  president 
the  authorization  he  has  demanded.  Information 
of  this  incident  was  also  sent  to  congress.  We  do 
not  entertain  the  least  doubt  that  the  national  go- 
vernment will  watch  and  preserve  Mexican  honor 
without  suffering  it  to  be  in  the  least  stained,  or 
that  the  claims  of  friendly  nations  will  not  be  lis- 
tened to  according  to  justice  and  the  principles  of 
international  law,  without,  however,  being  intimi 
dated  by  threats,  or  hostile  demonstrations'!” 

Then  comes  the  following  ridiculous  circular  let- 
ter, addressed  by  the  secretary  of  state  to  the  fo- 
reign ministers  and  consuls  residing  in  the  republic: 
Palace  of  the  government,  March  7,  1837. 

I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I have  re- 
ceived from  the  war  department  a notice  dated  3d 
lust,  lnl'orining  me  that  tlie  nation  havin°-  a naval 
force  sufficient  to  blockade  the  Texian  ports,  go- 
vernment will  put  in  force  the  decree  on  that  sub- 
ject, which  has  been  communicated  to  the  Ameri- 
can charge  d’affaires  on  the  1st  of  February,  1836 
a copy  of  which  you  will  find  herewith.  Respect 

'JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  CALHOUN,  (OF  S.  C.) 

ON  THE  EXPUNGING  RESOLUTION. 

Friday,  January  13,  1837. 

Messrs.  Preston,  Rives,  Moore  and  Niles,  haviiw 
respectively  delivered  their  opinions  at  length,  anc 
it  being  now  late  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Southard 
expressed  an  intention  to  speak,  and  thereupon 
moved  an  adjournment,  that  he  might  have  an  op- 
portunity of  addressing  the  senate  on  the  following 
day,  but  the  motion  was  lost — ayes  20,  noes  21. 

Mr.  Southard  then  declined  speaking. 

Mr.  Moore  then  renewed  the  motion  for  an  ad- 
o0oUlncSunt’  ™ut  it;  was  aSain  rejected— ayes  20  noes 
When  Mr.  Calhoun  addressed  the  senate  nearly 
as  follows:  ~ J 

,,  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rives),  says 
that  the  argument  in  favor  of  this  expunging  reso- 
lution has  not  been  answered.  Sir,  there  are  some 
questions  so  plain  that  they  cannot  be  argued.  No- 
thing can  make  them  more  plain;  and  this  is  one.  No 
one,  not  blind  by  party  zeal,  can  possibly  be  in 
sensible  that  the  measure  proposed  is  a violation 
of  the  constitution.  The  constitution  requires  the 
senate  to  keep  a journal;  this  resolution  goes  to  ex- 
punge the  journal.  If  you  may  expunge  a part 
you  may  expunge  the  whole;  and  if  it  is  expuiw- 

i huW,.iS,lt  The  constitution  says  the  jour- 

nal shall  be  kept;  this  resolution  says  it  shall  be 
destroyed.  It  does  the  very  thing  which  the  con- 
stitution declares  shall  not  be  done.  That  is  the  ar- 
gument, the  whole  argument.  There  is  none  other, 
iallc  of  precedence?  and  precedence  drawn  from  a 
foreign  country?  They  don’t  apply.  No,  sir.  This 
is  to  be  done,  not  in  consequence  of  argument,  but 
in  spite  of  argument.  I understand  the  case.  I 
vnow  perfectly  well  the  gentlemen  have  no  liberty 
to^vote  otherwise.  They  are  coerced  by  an  ex- 
tenor.  power.  They  try,  indeed,  to  comfort  their 
conscience  by  saying  that  it  is  the  wilf  of  the  peo- 


ple, and  the  voice  of  the  people.  It  is  no  such 
thing.  We  all  know  how'  these  legislative  returns 
have  been  obtained.  It  is  by  dictation  from  the 
white  house.  The  president  himself,  with  that 
vast  mass  of  patronage  which  he  w'ields,  and  the 
thousand  expectations  he  is  able  to  hold  up,  has  ob- 
tained these  votes  of  the  state  legislatures,  and  this 
forsooth  is  said  to  be  the  voice  of  the  people.  The 
voice  of  the  people!  Sir,  can  we  forget  the  scene 
winch  was  exhibited  in  this  chamber  when  that 
expunging  resolution  W'as  first  introduced  here? 
Have  we  forgotten  the  universal  giving  way  of  con- 
science,  so  that  the  senator  from  Missouri  was  left 
alone?  I see  before  me  senators  who  could  not 
swallow  that  resolution;  and  has  its  nature  changed 
since  then?  Is  it  any  more  constitutional  now  than 
it  was  then?  Not  at  all.  But  executive  power  has 
interposed.  Talk  to  me  of  the  voice  of  the  people? 
No,  sir.  It  is  the  combination  of  patronage  and 
power  to  coerce  this  body  into  a gross  and  palpable 
violation  of  the  constitution.  Some  individuals,  I per- 
ceive, think  to  escape  through  the  particular  form  in 
which  this  act  is  to  be  perpetrated.  They  tell  us  that 
the  resolution  on  yourrecords  isnotto  be  expunged, 
but  is  only  to  be  endorsed  “expunged.”  Really  ^sir, 
I do  not  know  how  to  argue  against  such  contemp- 
tible sophistry.  The  occasion  is  too  solemn  for  an 
argument  of  this  sort.  You  are  going  to  violate  the 
constitution,  and  you  get  rid  of  the  infamy  by  a 
falsehood.  You  yourselves  say  that  the  resolution 
is  expunged  by  your  order.  Yet  you  say  it  is  not 
expunged.  You  put  your  act  in  express  words. 
You  record  it,  and  then  turn  round  and  deny  it. 

But  what  is  the  motive?  What  is  the  pretext  for 
this  enormity?  Why,  gentlemen  tell  us  the  senate  has 
two  distinct  consciences — a legislative  conscience, 
and  a judicial  conscience.  As  a legislative  body, 
we  have  decided  that  the  president  has  violated  the 
constitution.  But  gentlemen  tell  us  that  this  is  an 
impeachable  offence,  and,  as  we  may  be  called  to 
try  it  in  our  judicial  capacity,  we  have  no  right  to 
express  the  opinion.  I need  not  show  how  in- 
consistent such  a position  is,  with  the  eternal  im- 
prescriptible right  of  freedom  of  speech,  and  how 
utterly  inconsistent  it  is  with  precedence  drawn 
from  the  history  of  our  British  ancestors,  where 
the  same  liberty  of  speech  has  for  centuries  been 
enjoyed.  There  is  a shorter  and  more  direct  argu- 
ment in  reply.  Gentlemen  who  take  that  position 
cannot,  according  to  their  own  showing,  vote  for 
this  resolution;  for,  if  it  is  unconstitutional  for  us  to 
record  a resolution  of  condemnation,  because  we 
may  afterwards  be  called  to  try  the  case  in  a judi- 
cial capacity,  then  it  is  equally  unconstitutional  for 
us  to  recprd  a resolution  of  acquittal.  If  it  is  un- 
constitutional for  the  senate  to  declare  before  a trial 
that  the  president  has  violated  the  constitution,  it  is 
equally  unconstitutional  to  declare  before  a trial 
that  he  has  not  violated  the  constitution.  The 
same  principle  is  involved  in  both.  Yet,  in  the 
veiy  face  of  this  principle,  gentlemen  are  here  go- 
ing to  condemn  their  own  act. 

But  why  do  I waste  my  breath?  I know  it  is  all 
utterly  vain.  The  day  is  gone;  night  anproaches, 
and  night  is  suitable  to  the  dark  deed  we  meditate 
I here  is  a sort  of  destiny  in  this  thing.  The  act 
must  be  performed;  and  it  is  an  act  which  will  tell 
on  the  political  history  of  this  country  forever. — 
Other  preceding  violations  of  the  constitution,  (and 
they  have  been  many  and  great),  filled  my  bosom 
with  indignation,  but  this  fills  it  only  with  grief 
Others  were  done  in  the  heat  of  party.’  Power  wa« 
as  it  were,  compelled  to  support  itself  by  seizing 
upon  new  instruments  of  influence  and  patronage* 
and  there  were  ambitious  and  able  men  to  direct 
the  process.  Such  was  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites,  which  the  president  seized  upon  by  a new 
and  unprecedented  act  of  arbitrary  power;  an  act 
which  gave  him  ample  means  of  rewarding  friends 
and  punishing  enemies.  Something  may,  perhaps, 
be  pardoned  to  him  in  this  matter,  on  the  old  apoh> 
gy  of  tyrants — the  plea  of  necessity.  But  here 
there  can  be  no  such  apology.  Here  no  necessity 
can  so  much  as  be  pretended.  This  act  originates 
in  pure,  unmixed,  personal  idolatry.  It  is  the  me- 
lamcholy  evidence  of  a broken  spirit  ready  to  bow 
at  the  feet  of  power.  The  former  act  was  such  an 
one  as  might  have  been  perpetrated  in  the  days  of 
Pompey  or  Caisar;  but  an  act  like  this  could  never 
have  been  consummated  by  a Roman  senate  until 
the  times  of  Caligula  and  Nero. 

THE  FLORIDA  WAR- 


-AND  MR.  CASS. 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

A friend  has  sent  me  a short  -extract  from  the 
evidence,  recently  given  before  the  military  court 
at  Frederick,  by  gen.  Clinch,  together  with  copies 
of  some  letters  presented  by  him.  In  his  testimony, 
gen.  Clinch  charges  me  with  neglecting  to  make 
adequate  preparations  for  the  defence  of  Florida, 
upon  his  representations,  during  the  progress  of 
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the  difficulties  with  the  Seminole  Indians,  and  for 
some  time  sfter  the  commencement  of  hostilities. 

The  failure  of  a campaign  is  an  old  subject  for 
crimination  and  recrimination.  In  all  ages  and 
nations  it  has  been  fertile  in  disputes,  sometimes 
confined  to  the  officers  themselves,  and  sometimes 
extending  to  the  administration  of  the  government. 
Knowing  that  while  in  the  department  of  war,  I 
anxiously  endeavored  to  fulfil  the  duty  which  the 
troubles  with  the  Seminoles  imposed  upon  the  go- 
vernment, and  satisfied,  on  as  dispassionate  a re- 
view as  a person  can  be  expected  to  take  in  a mat- 
ter which  so  nearly  concerns  him,  that  that  duty 
was  faithfully  performed,  l am  not  willing  to  be 
subject  to  the  imputation  which  gen.  Clinch  lias  so 
cavalierly  cast  upon  me.  If  the  course  of  events 
in  Florida,  whether  attributable  to  imbecility,  to 
misfortune,  or  to  circumstances  beyond  control,  may 
seem  to  the  military  commanders  to  require  a pro- 
pitiatory sacrifice,  I shall  most  assuredly  not  sub- 
mit to  receive  upon  my  head  their  maledictions 
without  an  appeal  to  the  justice  of  my  countrymen. 
That  appeal  I am  now  led  to  make;  but,  in  the  per- 
formance of  this  task,  it  is  not  my  object  to  as- 
sail any  one.  I carry  on  no  Carthagenian  warfare, 
and  shall  confine  myself  to  repelling  a serious  im- 
putation laid  upon  me.  I beg  that  it  may  be  recol- 
lected that  I am  far  from  home,  and  that  I am  des- 
titute of  many  documents  essential  to  a full  investi- 
gation of  the  statement  of  gen.  Clinch.  I have  no 
papers  upon  the  subject  excepting  those  already 
alluded  to — the  two  pamphlets  of  documents  pub- 
lished by  order  of  congress  in  the  session  of  1835 
and  1836  , and  for  which  I am  indebted  to  the  same 
friend,  and  the  defence  of  gen.  Scott,  published  in 
the  National  Intelligencer.  For  all  else,  I must  rely 
upon  my  memory;  but  I trust  I shall  commit  no  im- 
portant error.  I am  sure  I shall  commit  no  inten- 
tional one. 

An  examination  of  the  general  course  of  opera- 
tions in  Florida  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of 
inquiry  which  I propose  to  myself.  It  is  enough, 
upon  this  point,  to  say  that  each  of  the  command- 
ing generals  serving  in  that  country  after  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities,  had  carte  blanche  as  to 
men,  and  means,  and  plans.  Their  measures  were 
left  to  their  own  discretion;  and  they  were  authoris- 
ed to  call  from  the  neighboring  states  such  force 
as  they  might  judge  adequate  to  the  attainment  of 
the  objects  committed  to  them;  and  the  various 
military  departments  were  directed  to  provide  and 
furnish  all  the  supplies  demanded.  It  follows,  of 
course,  that  the  government  was  not  responsible 
for  results.  They  did  what  every  wise  govern- 
ment should  do  in  such  a juncture.  They  sanction- 
ed the  full  employment  of  all  the  means  judged  ne- 
cessary, by  those  upon  whom  was  to  devolve  the 
conduct  of  the  war.  The  main  reliance  was  neces- 
sarily upon  the  militia.  The  small  amount  of  our 
regular  army,  its  dispersed  condition,  and  the  nu- 
merous points  it  is  called  upon  to  maintain,  render- 
ed it  impracticable  to  carry  on  operations  by  its 
means  alone;  and,  added  to  these  considerations, 
there  were,  during  apart  of  the  Seminole  campaign, 
strong  reasons,  which  all  will  appreciate,  having 
reference  to  our  foreign  relations,  which  rendered 
it  inexpedient  to  withdraw  all  the  troops  from  the 
Atlantic  and  the  south  western  frontiers. 

After  the  incipient  measures,  the  actual  and  only 
responsibility  of  the  government  was  in  the  selec- 
tion of  the  officers  to  command.  Upon  this  point 
I have  nothing  to  say.  I would  not  utter  a word 
of  reproach  against  any  of  the  gallant  men  who  have 
served  in  Florida.  I would  not,  if  I could,  tarnish 
a single  laurel  gathered  in  other  and  happier  fields. 
The  difficulties  they  had  to  encounter  were  great, 
and  in  some  points  unexpected.  And  I believe 
that  the  general  conduct  of  our  officers  and  soldiers 
during  this  trying  warfare,  was  worthy  of  the  best 
period  in  our  military  annals.  Of  the  military 
service  and  claims  of  gen.  Scott  few  have  a higher 
estimate  than  1 have,  and  no  person  has  heard  me 
utter  a sentiment  of  disrespect  towards  him.  Nor 
shall  I reproach  myself  for  any  part  which  I took 
in  his  selection  for  the  command.  Success  is  not 
always  a true  test  of  merit,  nor  the  want  of  it  of 
incapacity.  When  general  Scolt  took  the  command 
the  season  of  operations  was  short.  Every  thing 
was  to  collect,  to  combine,  to  organize.  I saw  his 
difficulties  then,  and  I can  still  better  appreciate 
them  now. 

I may  be  permitted  to  say,  however,  that  his  plan 
of  operations  did  not  seem  to  me  well  adapted  to 
the  nature  of  the  country  and  the  habits  of  the  ene- 
my; and  this  fact  is  known  to  some  of  the  persons 
officially  connected  with  me  in  the  war  department. 
The  opinion  of  the  president  upon  this  subject  was 
still  stronger,  and  is  of  course  entitled  to  much 
more  weight  than  mine.  I recollect  perfectly  his 
views,  when  the  letter  of  general  Scott,  disclosing 
his  plan,  was  read  to  him.  But  any  change  by  the 


authority  of  the  government,  would  have  been  a 
hazardous  experiment.  General  Scott  was  upon 
the  spot,  with  the  best  means  of  information,  and 
with  all  the  intelligence  and  experience  necessary 
to  devise  and  to  execute.  To  have  overruled  him 
would  have  been  to  assume  a most  fearful  responsi- 
bility, and  to  direct  the  details  of  a campaign  in  an 
Indian  country  at  the  distance  of  a thousand  miles. 

I observe  in  general  Scott’s  defence  is  a quota- 
tion from  the  testimony  of  captain  Thruston,  a 
most  intelligent  officer,  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  first  impression  upon  his  mind  was  unfavorable 
to  the  contemplated  plan,  but  that  subsequent  expe- 
rience had  corrected  this  opinion.  Not  having  had 
the  advantage  enjoyed  by  captain  Thruston,  of  a 
personal  knowledge  of  the  course  of  operations  in 
Florida,  i-t  will  not,  I trust,  be  imputed  to  any  un- 
just prejudice,  that  I participated  in  the  opinion  of 
an  officer  who  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  general 
Scott,  and  that  I retained  that  opinion,  not  having 
seen  any  sufficient  reason  for  changing  it.  I did 
not  see  how  a combined  operation  against  such  an 
enemy  as  the  Indians,  here  to-day  and  gone  to-mor- 
row, and  whose  presence  is  seldom  known  but  by 
their  assaults,  could  be  carried  on  simultaneously 
from  three  points  so  distant  as  Volusia,  Fort  Drane 
and  Tampa  Bay,  with  any  reasonable  hope  of  a co- 
operation, which  would  bring  the  enemy  to  action, 
and  at  the  same  time  prevent  his  escape.  I did  not 
think  that  when  these  masses  were  brought  to  a 
point — when  the  net  was  drawn — that  the  game 
would  be  caught.  I am  free,  however,  to  confess 
that  I have  now  doubts  whether  any  other  plan 
would  have  succeeded  better  at  that  time,  and  with- 
in the  short  space  remaining  for  the  service  of  the 
militia,  and  for  the  season  of  operations;  and  as 
neither  of  the  columns  was  attacked,  no  positive 
injury  resulted  from  the  division.  The  enemy  was 
sought  and  could  not  be  found. 

But  to  the  main  point  of  this  appeal.  General 
Clinch  was  asked  by  the  court,  “What  in  your 
opinion  prevented  the  subjection  of  the  Seminole 
Indians  in  the  campaign  conducted  by  general  Scott, 
in  Florida,  in  1836?” 

To  this  general  Clinch  answers  in  substance, 
that  it  was  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  head  of  the 
war  department  in  not  having  made  more  adequate 
preparations  in  1835,  and  early  in  18.36.  In  other 
words,  because  there  were  not  troops  enough  in 
Florida  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  commencing 
hostilities,  therefore  the  campaign  to  reduce  them 
was  unsuccessful.  I leave  to  the  court  itself  and 
to  general  Clinch  the  task  of  reconciling  this  an- 
swer with  the  question  itself,  and  the  objects  of  the 
inquiry.  The  causes  of  the  Indian  hostilities,  or 
the  measures  taken  by  the  government  to  prevent 
them  previously  to  the  assumption  of  the  command 
by  general  Scott,  were  not  subjects  before  the 
court.  They  were  questions  of  public  policy,  pro- 
perly cognizable  by  congress  alone,  and  which  had 
more  than  once  engaged  the  attention  of  that  body. 
But  between  them  and  the  nature  of  the  military 
operations  there  was  no  just  connection;  and  whe- 
ther there  were  in  the  country,  before  the  war,  ten 
men  or  ten  thousand,  was  a question  having  no  re- 
lation to  the  duties  of  the  court  or  the  conduct  of 
general  Scott. 

But  general  Clinch  goes  still  further;  quite  far 
enough  indeed  to  disclose  that  his  feelings  w'ere  so 
much  excited,  as  to  weaken  very  much  his  per- 
ceptions of  what  he  owed  to  the  court,  to  himself 
and  to  me.  He  says,  “when  at  last  the  honorable 
secretary  awoke  from  his  dreams  of  political  pre- 
ferment, arid  turned  his  attention,”  &c.  And  this 
general  Clinch  says,  as  a wutness,  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  an  oath.  He  undertakes  to  dive  into  the 
recesses  of  the  human  heart,  not  as  a matter  of  spe- 
culation, but  of  assertion;  and  to  pronounce  on  the 
witness’  stand,  not  only  that  I neglected  my  duty, 
but  upon  the  motives  which  influenced  me.  Whe- 
ther in  the  alleged  neglect,  or  in  the  motives  as- 
signed, he  is  right,  I shall  leave  to  our  common 
country  to  decide.  I may  be  allowed,  however,  to 
say,  that  I trust  this  paper  will  be  read  by  some,  and 
by  some  who  enjoy  the  confidence  of  their  country, 
who  will  exonerate  me  from  the  charge  of  over- 
weening ambition.  I am  sure  general  Clinch,  in 
his  cooler  moments,  will  be  satisfied  that  he  has 
done  me  wrong.  I do  not  know  him  personally, 
but  those  who  do,  speak  of  him  as  a man  of  high 
honor.  I saw  in  a newspaper,  a short  time  since, 
an  account  of  a dinner  given,  I think,  to  gen.  Clinch 
in  Florida.  An  address  made  by  him  upon  that  oc- 
casion, discloses  undoubtedly  the  wrongs  which  he 
supposes  he  has  received  at  my  hands,  and  the  feel- 
ings which  this  sentiment  has  inspired,  fie  attri- 
buted to  me  his  being  superseded  in  command,  and 
to  the  president  the  return  of  his  commission,  which 
he  had  tendered,  accompanied  with  the  hope  he 
would  continue  in  service.  He  evidently  supposed 
I that  I had  purposely  injured  him,  and  that  the  mark 


of  favor  he  received  was  without  my  participation’ 
or  against  my  consent.  I owe  to  general  Clinch  no 
explanation.  A morbid  sensibility,  or  some  other 
motive  not  more  worthy  of  tolerance,  has  led  him 
to  mistake  his  own  claims  and  situation,  and  to  be- 
come the  vehicle  of  unjust  imputations.  But  as 
this  subject  has  excited  much  discussion,  and  con- 
nects itself  with  the  purpose  of  this  statement,  I 
think  it  right  to  allude  briefly  to  the  causes  which 
led  to  the  change  of  command. 

Two  reasons  produced  this  measure.  The  occur- 
rences in  Florida  in  the  month  of  December,  1S35, 
information  of  which  reached  Washington  in  Janu- 
ary, 1836,  led  to  the  conviction,  that  measures  upon 
a more  enlarged  scale  had  become  necessary,  and 
at  the  same  time  reports  were  received,  indicating 
that  the  Creeks  had  manifested  a determination  to 
join  the  Seminoles  in  hostilities.  As  two  series  of 
operations,  under  different  officers,  against  enemies 
near  enough  to  co-operate,  and  with  the  same  ha- 
bits, feelings  and  objects,  were  to  be  avoided,  if 
practicable,  and  as  the  amount  of  force  to  be  called 
into  service  might  be  such  as  to  justify  the  states 
furnishing  troops,  in  sending  into  the  field  major 
generals  with  their  requisitions,  it  was  obviously 
necessary  to  vest  the  principal  command  in  an  offi- 
cer of  the  highest  rank  in  our  service.  It  was  very 
desirable  to  have  an  officer  of  established  character 
and  experience,  particularly  in  a duly  involving 
such  a heavy  responsibility  in  its  expenditures;  and 
not  to  leave  the  command  to  fluctuate,  as  general 
officers  of  the  militia  might  be  called  into  or  retire 
from  service.  General  Clinch  was  a brevet  briga- 
dier general,  and  therefore  liable  to  be  superseded 
by  a major  general  of  the  militia. 

But  there  was  a still  stronger  reason  for  this  mea- 
sure. It  will  he  recollected  that  the  disaster  which 
befel  major  Dade,  and  the  exposed  condition  of  Flo- 
rida, painfully  excited  the  public  mind,  particular- 
ly in  the  southern  states.  Spontaneous  movements 
were  made  in  that  quarter  for  raising  troops,  and 
the  patriotism  of  the  country  called  into  service 
many’corps,  before  the  state-  of  affairs  could  be 
known  at  Washington.  The  government  was  re- 
quired by  public  opinion,  as  well  as  by  the  higher 
obligation  of  duty,  to  take  the  most  immediateAnd 
efficient  measures  for  the  suppression  of  hostilities. 
Gen.  Clinch  w'as  isolated  in  the  heart  of  Florida. — 
In  fact,  his  true  position  was  necessarily  unknown, 
for  events  were  every  moment  changing,  and  the 
aspect  of  affairs  becoming  worse.  His  communica- 
tions might  at  any  moment  have  been  intercepted, 
himself  remain  ignorant  of  the  measures  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  they  of  his  situation  and  designs. 
Gen.  Scott  was  in  Washington.  No  time  would  be 
lost  in  giving  him  the  necessary  instructions,  and 
his  route  would  lead  him  through  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  whence  most  of  the  force  had  to  be 
drawn.  While  a despatch  was  travelling  to  gen. 
Clinch,  gen.  Scott  could  he  in  the  southern  coun- 
try, organizing  his  force  and  plans.  And  besides, 
such  a despatch  might  have  failed  or  been  inter- 
cepted, and  then  in  what  condition  would  the  coun- 
try have  been?  and  to  what  just  Censure  would  the 
government  have  been  exposed?  And  even  should 
the  necessary  authority  reach  gen.  Clinch,  much 
time  must  be  lost  in  returning  upon  the  route  with 
his  communications.  He  could  not  leave  his  com- 
mand: affairs  were  too  critical.  And  it  must  be  ob- 
vious, that  the  arrangements  for  such  a campaign  as 
was  contemplated,  could  not  be  made  without  the 
presence  and  personal  co-operation  of  the  officer 
destined  to  command.  The  remedy  for  all  this  was 
obvious.  And  was  the  government  to  be  deterred 
from  adopting  it,  because’ gen.  Clinch  might  choose 
to  consider  it  a reflection  upon  him?  There  were 
much  higher  considerations  involved  in  this  affair 
than  general  Clinch  seerns  to  appreciate.  He  never 
had  the  slightest  reason  to  consider  himself  injured. 
A just  sensitiveness  is  an  honorable  feeling  in  a mi- 
litary man;  but  if  carried  too  far  it  degenerates  into 
mortified  vanity.  All  governments  have  at  all  times 
assumed  and  exercised  the  right  of  changing  their 
commanding  officers  at  pleasure;  and  especially  so 
when  the  sphere  of  operations  is  enlarged. 

I trust  I have  said  enough  to  show  that  this  mea- 
sure was  not  intended  to  cast,  nor  did  it  cast,  the 
slightest  reflection  upon  gen.  Clinch.  As  to  the 
selection  of  a successor,  with  every  just  allowance 
for  gen.  Clinch,  it  may  be  safely  said  that  he  had 
won  his  way  to  this  command  by  high  and  honora- 
ble services. 

With  respect  to  the  return  of  gen.  Clinch’s  com- 
mission, I have  only  to  say,  that  I proposed  the  mea- 
sure to  the  president,  by  whom  it  was  cordially  ap- 
proved; as  was  also  the  assignment  of  gen.  Scott  to 
the  command. 

I see  that  gen.  Scott,  in  his  defence,  appreciates 
the  excited  feelings  of  gen.  Clinch,  and  finds  it  ne- 
cessary to  discredit  one  of  the  answers  of  the  latter, 
and  to  trace  his  erroneous  judgment  to  the  species 


122 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— APRIL  22,  1837— THE  FLORIDA  WAR— AND  MR.  CASS. 


of  hallucination  under  which  he  appears  to  labor. 
It  seems 'that  gen.  Clinch  has  been  asked  whether 
the  operations  of  gen.  Gaines  had  interfered  with 
the  projects  and  arrangements  of  gen.  Scbtt.  The 
answer  of  gen.  Clinch  was  in  the  negative,  and  the 
solution  of  this  answer  by  gen.  Scott  is  given  in  the 
following  remark,  in  the  defence  of  the  latter: 
“Under  this  ruling  idea,  the  witness,  gen.  Clinch, 
could  see  nothing  but  the  imputed  errors  of  the  war 
department.”  Indeed!  and  is  this  the  judgment  of 
gen.  Scott,  upon  the  state  of  mind  of  the  principal 
witness  who  appears  to  arraign  the  proceedings  of 
the  executive?  I need  not  add  to  this  rebuke:  far 
more  sbvere  than  any  thing  I have  said,  or  desire  to 
■ say. 

Gen.  Scott  likewise  adds  his  conviction  that  “the 
repeated  calls  and  wise  admonitions”  of  gen.  Clinch 
were  neglected.  This  point  I shall  examine  by  and 
by;  and  if  it  is  not  shown  that  the  precautions  taken 
to  prevent  the  commission  of  hostilities  by  the  Se- 
ininoles  were  greater  than  have  ever  been  adopted 
when  the  strength  of  the  enemy  is  taken  into  view, 
since  the  discovery  of  the  continent,  I will  confess 
that  I have  read  our  history  to  little  purpose. 

One  act  of  voluntary  justice  gen.  Scott  has  done 
to  the  war  department;  and  I appreciate  it  the  more 
as  it  stands  out  in  solitary  relief.  He  says,  “I  do 
not  mean  to  intimate,  Mr.  President,  that  any  time 
was  lost  by  the  war  department  in  putting  me  in 
motion,  after  the  news  of  Clinch’s  affair  of  Decern 
her  31,  which  preceded  at  Washington  the  account 
of  major  Dade’s  melancholy  fate  on  the  28th.” — 
And  yet  the  concession  is  not  much  to  make.  The 
slightest  attention  to  the  dates,  as  recorded  in  the 
adjutant  general’s  report  of  February  9,  1836,  pub- 
lished by  order  of  congress,  will  show  that  the  ac- 
tion of  the  department  was  not  less  prompt  upon 
that  occasion  than  upon  all  others. 

Unofficial  information  of  general  Clinch’s  action 
reached  Washington  on  the  17th  of  January;  and 
on  the  same  day  a plan  of  operations  was  devised, 
and  the  necessary  instructions  given  to  gen.  Eustis 
for  its  execution,  to  provide,  as  far  as  seemed  ne- 
cessary, for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war. — 
The  measures  will  be  stated  in  the  sequel.  But 
three  days  later,  to  wit:  on  the  20th,  reports  were 
received  that  the  Creeks  meditated  hostilities;  and 
I it  was  therefore  deemed  necessary,  as  already  stat- 
ed, to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  operations,  and  to  call 
1 gen.  Scott  to  the  command;  and  this  was  done,  and 
1 detailed  instructions  prepared  and  delivered  to  gen 
Scott  on  the  next  day.  So  much  for  the  general’s 
willingness  to  spare  any  intimation  of  an  unneces 
sary  delay  upon  this  occasion.  If  it  were  necessary 
to  allude  to  the  matter  at  all,  would  it  not  have  been 
more  just,  more  noble,  more  in  consonance,  I may 
add,  with  the  character  of  gen.  Scott,  for  him  to 
have  said,  plainly  and  explicitly,  that  never  were 
more  prompt  or  decisive  measures  taken  than  upon 
that  occasion — measures,  whose  discussion  and  con- 
sideration, as  gen.  Scott  must  well  remember,  ex 
tended  far  into  the  night,  and  broke  upon  his  rest, 
as  well  as  upon  mine? 

Rumors  of  Indian  disturbances  are  matters  of  fre- 
quent occurrence.  Sometimes  these  have  been  fol 
lowed  by  hostilities,  but  more  frequently  they  have 
proved  unfounded.  It  is  obviously  impracticable  to 
keep  a superior  force  to  the  Indians  upon  every 
point  of  our  extended  and  exposed  frontier;  and 
were  troops  collected  upon  every  rumor,  the  coun- 
try would  be  subjected  to  enormous  expense,  and 
the  army  and  militia  to  perpetual  fatigue.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  government,  then  to  act  prudently,  as 
well  as  promptly,  upon  these  occasions;  and  while 
efficient  measures  are  adopted  where  they  appear 
necessary,  to  withhold  them  where  they  do  not,  and 
to  preserve  in  these  measures  a just  proportion  to 
the  strength  of  the  Indians,  and  the  proljability  of 
their  hostile  designs. 

What  was  the  amount  of  the  white  population  of 
Florida  in  1835, 1 have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining. 

I suppose,  however,  that  it  exceeded  30,000.  It  is 
necessary  to  keep  this  fact  in  view  while  looking  at 
the  course  of  events;  because  each  part  of  our  fron- 
tier must  be  expected  to  supply  a considerable  pro- 
portion of  the  force  at  any  time  required  to  repel 
sudden  aggression  of  the  Indians.  If  I have  made 
a reasonable  approximation  towards  the  population 
of  Florida,  it  will  be  found  that  no  one  has  ever  es- 
timated the  whole  number  of  the  Seminoles  at  more 
than  one-sixth  of  this  population,  and  that  the  offi- 
cial reports  in  the  archives  of  the  department  re- 
duced them  to  one-tenth.  There  was  then  near  the 
theatre  of  difficulties  a permanent  force,  ready  to 
aid  the  efforts  of  the  army,  and  amply  sufficient, 
agreeably  to  all  preceding  experience,  to  restrain  or 
subdue  the  Indians.  Let  me  ask  the  frontier  inha- 
bitants of  the  west,  from  one  end  of  the  great  val- 
ley of  the  Mississippi  to  the  other — those  who  are 
now  in  contact  with  the  Indians,  and  those  who 


have  purchased  security,  by  years  of  wars  and  suf- 
ferings— whether  they  do  not  think  the  government 
would  at  all  times  have  discharged  its  duties  to- 
wards them,  by  making  arrangements  for  more 
than  one  regular  soldier  for  each  warrior  within 
striking  distance,  and  among  a white  population 
outnumbering  the  Indians  at  least  six  to  one,  and 
probably  ten  to  one?  and  yet  this  was  done  in  Flo- 
rida. Our  settlements  would  never  have  crossed 
the  Alleghany,  if  our  forefathers  had  found  it  ne 
cessary  to  prosecute  Indian  wars  upon  a «ilarger 
scale  than  this1. 

A treaty  had  been. formed  with  the  Seminole  In- 
dians, providing  for  their  removal  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi; and  from  the  time  which  had  elapsed,  and 
the  reluctance  manifested  by  the  Indians  to  remove 
it  had  become  necessary  to  take  measures  for  carry- 
ing the  treaty  into  effect.  But  all  the  difficulties 
anticipated  with  this  tribe,  were  expected  to  result 
from  the  contemplated  movement;  and  no  one  look- 
ed to  hostile  demonstrations  on  the  part  of  the  In- 
dians, until  and  unless  they  were  required  to  emi- 
grate. I doubt  whether  there  was  scarcely  a per- 
son in  Florida  who  was  prepared  to  hear  of  any 
hostile  movement  by  these  Indians,  before  the  arri 
val  of  the  period  fixed  for  their  departure.  Gov. 
Caton  distinctly  stated  in  a letter  to  me,  that  theii 
hostilities  were  entirely  unexpected  at  that  time  by 
the  people  of  Florida;  and  he  informed  me  that  the 
same  sentiment  had  been  communicated  to  the  de- 
partment by  the  secretary  of  the  territory.  The 
whole  correspondence  of  gen.  Clinch,  until  a very 
short  period  preceding  the  commencement  of  actu- 
al hostilities,  indicates  the  same  opinion.  I men- 
tion the  circumstance  to  show  that  the  government 
had  a right  to  suppose  that  general  Clinch  had  am- 
ple time  to  collect  all  his  force,  and  to  anticipate 
the  Indians,  should  he  become  satisfied  of  their  hos- 
tile designs. 

An  important  element  in  this  inquiry  is  the 
amount  of  the  Seminole  population.  Capt.  Thrus- 
ton,  1 observe,  estimates  them  in  his  testimony  at 
5,000,  and  I have  never  heard  a higher  estimate  put 
upon  their  numbers.  Lieutenant  Harris,  a very  in- 
telligent officer,  charged  with  the  duty  of  providing 
and  distributing  the  articles  stipulated  by  the  treaty 
to  be  given  to  the  Indians,  and  well  acquainted  with 
them,  estimated  them  in  a report  to  the  war  de- 
partment as  not  exceeding  3,000,  including  negroes, 
of  which  1,600  were  females.  _This  was  the  latest 
report  upon  the  subject,  and  derived  value  from  the 
fact,  that  as  certain  articles  were  to  be  distributed 
to  each  Seminole,  and  as  Iieut.  Harris  had  this  duty 
to  perform,  it  was  obviously  proper  for  him  to  use 
his  best  exertions  to  ascertain  the  full  number,  in 
order  to  avoid  all  complaints  at  the  distribution,  as 
it  was  as  obviously  the  policy  of  these  Indians  not 
to  diminish  in  their  report  their  actual  number. 

Gen.  Thompson,  the  Indian  agent,  a most  respec- 
table citizen  and  valuable  officer,  known  to  many 
as  a representative  in  congress  from  Georgia,  in  a 
letter  to  the  commissary  general  of  subsistence,  of 
August  29,  1835,  says:  “I  have  resorted  to  all  prac- 
ticable means  of  information  to  ascertain,  with  a 
probable  approach  to  precision,  the  actual  number 
of  the  .Seminole  people,  and  I am  induced  to  believe 
it  very  little  exceeds  3,900.” 

General  Scott,  in  one  of  his  reports,  after  his 
campaign,  stated  that  there  had  never  been  500 
Indian  warriors  collected  together  at  one  time,  in 
Florida.  I quote  from  memory,  but  I cannot  be 
deceived  in  the  fact.  The  president  supposed  their 
whole  force- did  not  exceed  500.  Previous  circum- 
stances had  given  to  him  very  favorable  opportuni- 
ties of  forming  a correct  opinion  on  this  subject. 

It  will  also  be  recollected,  that  no  one  expected  the 
whole  of  the  Indian  force  would  be  opposed  to  us. 

A considerable  party  was  desirous  of  emigrating; 
and  it  has  often,  perhaps  f may  say  almost  always, 
happened,  in  our  later  Indian  wars,  that,  on  the  oc- 
currence of  hostilities  witlj  any  of  the  tribes  within 
our  borders,  a division  of  the  tribe  has  taken  place, 
and  the  seceding  party  has  either  remained  neu- 
tral or  joined  us;  and  in  the  case  of  the  Seminoles, 
a band,  I think,  of  about  500,  left  their  people  at 
the  commencement  of  hostilities,  and  placed  them- 
selves within  our  lines. 

In  the  report,  already  alluded  to,  of  the  adjutant 
general,  is  embodied  areport  from  the  commissioner 
of  Indian  affairs  upon  this  subject;  in  which  he 
states,  that  assuming  the  estimate  of  lieut.  Harris 
as  correct,  and  supposing  the  Seminoles  equally  di- 
vided on  the  question  of  emigration,  there  wouid  be 
700  Seminole  males,  children  and  adults,  forming 
the  hostile  party.  He  supposes  that  not  more  than 
one-half  of  this,  to  wit,  350  persons,  were  fit  to 
bear  arms;  but  he  adds,  that  this  hostile  party  may 
have  received  accessions  from  the  other  party,  and 
also  from  the  Creeks'.  I believe  it  has  been  found 
that  few,  if  any,  of  the  Creeks  joined  the  Seminoles. 


Under  all  these  circumstances,  I thought  then, 
and  I yet  think,  that  the  estimate  of  500  hostile 
warriors  was  sufficiently  high.  I do  not  answer 
for  the  accuracy  of-  this  information.  I am  only 
answerable  for  the  use  which  was  made  of  it.  It 
formed  the  only  basis  upon  which  the  government 
could  act.  I may  add,  what  is  known  to  all,  any 
way  conversant  with  the  Indians,  that  thpir  num- 
bers are  generally  overrated  rather  than  underrat- 
ed; and  that  in  almost  all  the  actions  we  hJfVe  fought 
with  them,  subsequent  information  has  reduced  the 
estimate  of  the  numbers  original^  given  upon  vague 
calculation. 

It  will  be  observed  that  there' were  two  periods 
in  the  progress  of  the  Seminole  difficulties  anterior 
to  the  commencement  of  actual  hostilities:  one  be- 
tween the  origin  of  these  difficulties,  and  the  pacifi- 
cation, if  I may  so  term  it,  made  by  gen.  Clinch, 
gen.  Thompson  and  lieut.  Harris  with  these  In- 
dians, in  April,  1835,  when  a mutual  and  apparent- 
ly satisfactory  arrangement  was  made  with  them, 
by  which  they  agreee  to  remove  during  the  succeed- 
ing winter,  and  the  government  agreed  that  they 
might  remain  till  then.  The  second  period  inter- 
vened between  this  time  and  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war. 

It  is  necessary  to  keep  in  view  the  change  of 
circumstances  induced  by  this  arrangement,  though 
general  Clinch  has  overlooked  it  in  his  evidence,' 
as  he  refers,  in  proof  of  the  charge  he  makes  of  the 
negligence  of  the  government,  to  his  letter  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1835,  in  which  he  asked  for  six  additional 
companies.  Now,  the  state  of  things  existing  when 
this  application  was  made,  and  subsequent’ to  the 
above  mentioned  arrangement,  was  totally  different; 
and  general  Clinch  is  wrong  to  refer  to  it  as  any 
tep  in  the  series  of  measures  having  relation  to 
actual  hostilities.  The  force  in  Florida  in  the  spring 
of  1835  was  found,  by  experience,  to  be  enough. 
It  accomplished  its  object,  and  led  to  a mutual  ar- 
rangement. A person  looking  at  the  presentation 
of  this  letter,  with  the  others  by  general  Clinch, 
would  suppose  that  it  constituted  one  of  a series 
of  demands  made  by  him,  and  rejected  by  the  go- 
vernment. He  would  never  dream  that  it  had  a 
relation  to  a state  of  things  which  was  terminated 
peacefully  and  successfully;  and  after  which  the 
force  under  general  Clinch  was,  for  some  months, 
judged  sufficient  by  him  for  the  protection  of  the 
country.  While  gen.  Clinch  supposed  the  Indians 
altogether  unfavorable  to  a removal,  he  estimated 
the  necessary  force  to  control  them  at  twelve  com- 
panies; but  when  they  had  consented  to  go  volun- 
tarily, he  considered  a less  force  necessarjq  as  I 
shall  show  conclusively  by  his  letters  and  proceed- 
ings. 

In  November,  1834,  on  the  receipt  of  the  first 
authentic  intelligence  that  difficulties  might  pos- 
sibly occur  with  the  Seminoles,  gen.  Clinch,  an 
officer  of  experience  and  of  much  reputation,  was 
directed  to  assume  the  command  in  Florida,  and  the 
necessary  instructions  were  given  him  for  his  go- 
vernment. 

In  January,  1835,  general  Clinch  asked  for  six 
additional  companies  to  strengthen  his  command, 
with  a view  to  the  removal  of  the  Seminole  Indians 
‘in  the  spring,”  say  in  April  or  May  of  that  year. 
His  demand  was  submitted  to  the  president,  who 
decided  that  four  companies  should  be  sent  to  Flo- 
rida from  Fort  Monroe,  and  that  general  Clinch 
should  be  authorised  to  order  the  company  at  Key 
West  to  join  him  whenever  he  might  think  proper. 
Orders  for  these  purposes  were  given  on  the  14th 
of  February,  1835.  I will  not  enter  into  a consi- 
deration of  the  views  which  operated  to  place  five, 
"nstead  of  six,  companies  at  the  disposal  of  general 
Clinch.  It  may  have  been  error  of  judgment;  but 
most  assuredly  neglect,  as  intimated  by  himself, 
and  repeated  by  general  Scott,  had  no  part  in  the 
matter.  When  the  estimated  force  of  the  Indians 
is  taken  into  view,  the  just  desire  of  circumscribing 
the  expense  as  far  as  prudent,  and  the  material  fact 
that,  by  the  treaty,  only  about  one-third  of  the  Se- 
minoles could  be  required  to  remove  that  “spring,” 
(say  short  of  two  hundred  disaffected  warriors), 
the  decision  of  the  president  will  be  thought  a dis- 
creet one.  But  there  is  a still  better  authority,  if 
possible,  upon  this  occasion,  in  justification  of  the 
measures  adopted  by  the  government.  It  is  the 
authority  of  general  Clinch  himself.  He  asked,  as 
the  maximum  of  force  which  could  be  wanted, 
eleven  companies,  or  five  hundred  and  fifty  men. 
He  received  nine  companies,  or  four  hundred  and 
fifty  men;  and  he  received,  also,  power  to  order  the 
company  from  Key  West  to  join  him,  which  would 
make  ten  companies,  or  five  hundred  men.  I state 
what  I suppose  to  be  about  the  average  of  the  com- 
panies. Whether  more  or  less  is  not  important  for 
my  present  purpose,  which  is  to  repel  the  accusa- 
tion of  having  neglected  general  Clinch’s  requisi- 
tions. These  requisitions  were  for  companies. 
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Well,  then,  the  force  sent  to  general  Clinch  car- 
ried him  through  the  spring.  He  made  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  Indians,  which  appeared  to  be  satis- 
factory to  them,  and  was  so  to  the  government,  and 
which  quieted  the  frontier,  and  induced  the  general 
belief  that  this  troublesome  matter  was  over.  His 
force  w'as  found  sullieient,  because  his  purpose  was 
elfected. 

But  general  Clinch  himself  considered  a less 
force  than  that  he  named,  and  even  a less  force 
than  that  placed  at  his  disposal  by  the  government, 
adequate  to  the  objects  he  had  to  attain.  He  did 
not  call  to  his  aid  the  company  from  Key  West;  and 
it  is  very  important  in  this  inquiry  to  remark,  that 
while  general  Clinch  now  accuses  the  government 
of  neglecting  his  application  for  a proper  force, 
during  that  whole  season  the  company  at  Key  West, 
placed  under  his  command  the  preceding  February, 
almost  in  sight  of  Florida,  and  not  more  than  one 
day’s  sail  from  its  shore,  was  left  by  him  upon  that 
island,  and  never  reached  the  sphere  of  his  com- 
mand till  the  21st  of  December.  The  order  autho- 
rising general  Clinch  to  call  it  to  his  aid,  must  have 
reached  him  the  beginning  of  March.  During  nine 
months,  then,  deducting  the  few  days  necessary  to 
communicate  his  orders  to  major  Dade,  and  for  that 
officer  to  cross  over  to  the  main  land  of  Florida, 
general  Clinch  considered  his  force  sufficient,  or  he 
was  guilty  of  that  neglect  which  he  now  charges, 
and,  as  I trust  I have  shown,  vainly  charges,  to  the 
government. 

And  what  stronger  proof  can  be  given  of  the  as- 
sertion already  made,  that  the  hostile  movement  of 
the  Indians  was  unexpected  by  him,  who,  of  all 
others,  was  charged  with  watching  and  restraining 
them,  than  this  failure  to  employ,  lor  that  purpose, 
ail  the  force  placed  at  his  disposal? 

But  still  farther:  general  Clinch,  in  his  letter  to 
the  war  department,  of  April  1,  1835,  after  stating 
his  belief  that  an  arrangement  would  be  made 
which  would  quiet  the  Indians,  and  be  satisfactory 
to  the  government,  says  that,  “should  the  chiefs 
come  to  the  conclusion  to  remove  quietly,  it  would 
be  still  necessary  to  keep  the  present  force  in  Flo- 
rida.” The  chiefs  did  consent  to  remove  quietly, 
as  has  been  already  shown,  and  the  then  “present 
force”  was  kept  in  Florida;  and  nothing  more  did 
general  Clinch  then  demand.  In  all  this,  is  there 
any  evidence  of  neglect?  I leave  the  question  to 
the  great  tribunal  of  public  opinion. 

So  passed  me  flrsi  period  of  me  Seminole  difficul- 
ties. I will  merely  add,  upon  thid®  branch  of  the 
subject,  that  general  Thompson,  in  a letter  of  June 
3,  1335,  some  time  after  the  conclusion  of  the  ar- 
rangement, reported  that  Powell  had  assented  to  it, 
and  that  he  had  “no  doubt  of  his  sincerity,,  and  as 
little  that  the  principal  difficulty  is  surmounted.” 
Thus  matters  remained  till  the  fall,  without  any 
intimation  from  general  Clinch  that  an  additional 
force  would  be  necessary.  The  first  suggestion  of 
this  nature  was  made  on  the  12th  of  October,  by 
lieutenant  Harris,  I think,  in  a personal  interview 
at  the  war  department.  But  as  general  Clinch  had 
not  asked  for  the  increase,  it  was  not  judged  proper 
positively  to  direct  it.  But  he  was  authorised  to 
call  for  Iwo  more  companies;  one  from  Pensacola 
and  one  from  Mobile,  if  he  thought  them  necessary; 
and  orders  were  issued  to  the  commanding  officers 
of  those  companies  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness 
for  an  immediate  movement. 

On  the  21st  of  October,  a letter  was  received 
from  gen.  Clinch,  dated  on  the  9th  of  that  month, 
“in  which  he  suggested  the  propriety  of  being  au- 
thorised to  call  into  service  150  mounted  volun- 
teers, to  aid  in  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  and  to 
suppress  any  difficulties  which  might  occur.”  (See 
the  report  of  the  adjutant  general  of  February  9, 
1836).  This  report  thus  states  the  result: 

“But  as  this  force  was  required  to  aid  in  the  re- 
moval, and  to  prevent  difficulties  which  were  anti- 
cipated, and  not  to  repel  hostilities  which  had 
commenced,  or  which  were  then  impending,  gene- 
ral Clinch  was  informed  in  answer,  on  the  22d  of 
October,  that  there  was  no  appropriation  authoris- 
ing the  measure,  and  that  the  president,  under  ex- 
isting circumstances,  did  not  consider  that  the  case 
came  under  the  constitutional  power  to  call  into 
service  additional  force  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try.” 

This  was  the  view  of  the  president  respecting 
his  own  powers.  I am  neither  responsible  for  it, 
nor  called  upon  to  defend  it.  I imagine,  however, 
that  every  dispassionate  man  who  looks  at  the  facts 
as  they  were  then  known  at  the  seat  of  government, 
and  at  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  president, 
will  fully  approve  his  decision. 

The  report  of  the  adjutant  general  continues: 

“But  he  (gen.  Clinch),  was  authorised  to  order 
two  more  companies,  viz:  those  at  forts  Wood  and 


Pike  to  join,  which,  with  the  two  companies  placed 
at  his  disposal  on  the  15th  of  October,  made  four 
companies  of  regular  troops,  in  lieu  of  the  mount- 
ed men.  On  the  30th  of  the  same  month,  orders 
were  given  by  the  navy  department  to  commodore 
Dallas,  to  direct  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  squadron 
to  co-operate  with  gen.  Clinch  in  his  endeavors  to 
elFect  tiie  removal  of  the  Seminolcs. 

“In  a letter  received  on  the  31st  of  October,  gen. 
Clinch  requested  that  three  companies  of  regular, 
troops  might  be  added  to  his  command.  He  was 
apprised,  however,  by  previous  orders,  that  four 
had  already  been  placed  at  his  disposal.” 

Gen.  Clinch  has  complained  that  these  troops 
ought  to  have  been  sent  from  the  north,  rather  than 
from  the  points  whence  they  were  ordered.  This 
was  a question  for  the  proper  military  officers  of 
the  department  at  Washington  to  decide,  having  re- 
ference to  the  wants  of  the  service  and  the  position 
of  the  troops.  The  subject  was  referred  to  them, 
and  the  selection  was  made  of  the  companies  enu- 
merated. One  leading  reason  is  obvious.  There 
was  still  ground  to  hope  that  coercive  measures 
might  not  be  necessary.  It  was,  therefore,  thought 
better  to  place  these  additional  troops  under  the  or- 
ders of  gen.  Clinch,  at  the  nearest  points  to  Flori- 
da, where  they  could  remain,  if  not  wanted,  or 
whence  he  could  speedily  draw  them,  when  neces- 
sary, than  to  order  them  positively  into  the  country 
from  a great  distance.  As  to  the  delay  in  their  ar- 
rival, I neither  know  any  thing  of  the  cause  nor 
feel  the  slightest  responsibility.  There  was  a fault 
or  a misfortune  somewhere,  not  in  giving  the  ne- 
cessary directions,  but  in  their  subsequent  execu- 
tion. It  is  not  necessary,  for  my  purpose,  to  in- 
quire where  it  was.  Most  assuredly,  had  proper 
diligence  been  used,  the  companies  from  Pensaco- 
la, Mobile,  Lake  Ponchartrain,  and  they  best,  cpuld 
have  reached  Tampa  Bay,  before  the  periods  of 
their  actual  arrival,  as  shown  in  the  report  of  the 
adjutant  general,  to  wit:  the  27th  of  November, 
and  the  12th,  25th,  23th  and  31st  of  December. — 
And  it  appears  conclusively  that  this  delay  did  not 
originate  in  the  want  of  time;  for  the  Key  West 
company,  which  might  havt  been  called  into  Flori- 
da nine  months  before,  did  not  reach  there  till  the 
21st  of  December,  nearly  a month  after  the  Pensa- 
cola company,  which  was  only  placed  at  general 
Clinch’s  disposal  on  the  15th  of  October. 

The  last  measures  directed  by  the  government, 
before  the  commencement  of  actual  hostilities,  are 
slated  in  the  same  report. 

“In  his  communication  from  St.  Augustine,  dated 
the  29th  of  November,  received  on  the  9th  of  De- 
cember, gen.  Clinch  reported  that,  should  he  find  it 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  settle- 
ments, he  would  assume  the  responsibility  of  call- 
ing out  at  least  100  mounted  men,  believing  .that 
the  measure  would  be  sanctioned  by  the  president 
and  the  secretary  of  war.  This  approbation  was 
communicated  to  him  on  the  same  day;  and,  in  ad- 
dition to  it,  a letter  was  addressed  to  the  governor  of 
Florida,  requesting  him  to  place  at  th'e  disposal  of 
gen.  Clinch  any  militia  force  which  that  officer 
might  require.  Of  this,  gen.  Clinch  was  informed. 
He  was  also  informed  that,  at  the  request  of  general 
Hernandez,  orders  would  be  given,  through  the 
ordnance  department,  to  issue  500  muskets,  and 
the  necessary  accoutrements,  to  the  militia.” 

Here  terminated  all  the  demands  of  gen.  Clinch 
for  troops,  prior  to  the  commencement  of  hostili- 
ties; with  this  exception,  however,  that,  on  the  9th 
of  December,  he  suggested  the  expediency  of  sub- 
stituting four  companies  from  the  north  instead  of 
the  four  ordered  from  the  south,  as  the  latter  might 
not  reach  the  country.  But,  at  the  moment  when 
the  letter  was  written,  one  of  these  companies  had 
already  been  two  weeks  at  Tampa  Bay,  and  all  of 
them  were  there  before  the  letter  reached  the  war 
department.  So  that  the  suggestion  was  evidently 
impracticable. 

Nowr  let  us  slightly  review  this  matter.  I pass 
over  the  first  period  in  order  not  to  encumber  the 
subject,  and  because  an  arrangement  Wao  mane 
which  for  some  time  seemed  to  promise  permanent 
tranquillity.  ‘ 

General  Clinch  had  eight  companies  with  him, 
and  one  more  within  his  reach;  and  these,  as  has 
been  shown,  he  deemed  sufficient.  His  next  de- 
mand was  for  three  more  companies,  and  this  was 
succeeded  and  met  by  giving  him  four.  He  asked 
for  159  mounted  men,  but  the  president  did  not 
feel  authorised,  in  the  then  state  of  affairs,  to  call 
for  them.  He  then  subsequently  stated  he  should 
ask  the  governor  of  Florida  for  100  men,  if  he 
should  find  it  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers.  The  president,  believing  that  circum- 
stances were  then  sufficiently  menacing  to  justify 
this  measure,  gave  his  sanction  to  it;  and  in  addi- 
tion, without  any  demand  from  general  Clinch,  he 


placed  the  whole  militia  of  the  territory,  through 
the  governor,  at  his  disposal. 

Now,  as  a matter  of  fact,  general  Clinch  had  a far 
greater  force  under  his  command  than  he  ever  re- 
quired. I do  not  mean  that  he  had  collected  them 
together;  with  that  I have  no  concern.  I have  only 
to  show  that  proper  measures  for  that  purpose  were 
taken  by  the  war  department.  And  1 have  shown 
that,  these  measures  ought  to  have  given  to  general 
Clinch  the  full  complement  of  regular  troops  he 
asked  for.  In  addition  to  which  he  embodied  500 
militia;  and  that  force  was  with  him,  as  stated  by 
the  adjutant  general,  at  the  battle  of  the  Wythla- 
coochee,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1S35.  Why  it 
wa3  not  in  the  engagement  has  never  been  satisfac- 
torily explained.  I believe  gen.  Clinch’s  personal 
conduct  on  that  day  was  beyond  all  reproach,  and 
never  was  the  honor  of  the  American  arms  more 
nobly  supported,  than  by  the  regular  troops.  But 
this  most  favorable  opportunity  of  terminating  the 
war,  by  striking  a decisive  stroke,  was  lost.  The 
combat  was  sustained  by  about  200  regular  troops, 
aided,  it  iq  said,  by  twenty-five  or  thirty  militia. 
And  why  was  not  the  whole  force  in  action?  A 
narrow'  stream  like  the  Wythlacoochee  ought  not 
to  have  prevented  American  riflemen  from  ciossing 
upon  logs — -upon  rafts — by  swimming  their  horses— 
to  take  part  in  the  struggle,  unequally  but  gallantly 
maintained  by  their  countrymen  within  full  sight. 
More  especially  as  there  could  be  no  danger  from 
the  enemy  in  crossing,  the  regular  troops  covering 
the  banks  of  the  river.  If  I recollect  correctly,  the 
regulars  crossed  early,  and  it  was  some  time  after 
they  had  effected  their  passage  before  the  action 
commenced;  the  duration  of  the  action  I have  not 
the  means  of  ascertaining.  The  enemy  was  repul- 
sed by  200  men.  Who  can  doubt  but  that  there 
was  force  enough,  had  it  been  properly  directed  and 
employed,  to  terminate  the  war  at  once?  If  these 
500  spectators  had  been  brought  into  action,  and  the 
enemy  broken  and  pursued  by  the  horsemen,  the 
victory  might  have  been  as  decisive  as  anyoftho.se  * 
gained  under  happier  auspices  in  the  same  section 
of  the  union.  If  these  troops  were  prevented  by  in- 
surmountable obstacles  from  participating  in  the 
contest,  gen.  Clinch  owed  to  them  a full  develop- 
ment of  the  circumstances.  If  they  w'ere  prevented 
by  any  less  justifiable  cause,  gen.  Clinch  owed  to 
himself,  to  the  regular  troops,  to*justice,  and  to  his 
country,  a plain  and  unequivocal  disclosure  of  the 
truth,  bear  where  it  might. 

So  much  for  the  year  1835.  But  gen.  Clinch  ex- 
tends his  charge  against  the  war  department  to  the 
year  1836,  and  continues  his  accusation  of  neglect, 
asserting  that  a competent  force  and  competent 
supplies  were  not  provided  “early”  in  that  year. 

I suppose  it  will  be  conceded  that  the  8th  of  Ja- 
nuary may  be  fairly  said  to  be  “early”  in  1836. 
Well,  then,  on  the  8th  of  January,  authority  was 
given  to  gen.  Clinch  to  call  for  any  amount  of  force 
he  might  require,  from  the  stales  of  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  and  Alabama;  and  this  measure  was  taken 
upon  the  responsibility  of  the  department,  and 
without  any  application  from  that  officer,  and  the 
necessary  requests  were  transmitted  to  the  execu- 
tives of  these  states.  And  on  the  10th  and  13th  of 
the  same  month,  upon  the  suggestion  of  the  war 
department,  orders  wrere  given  for  the  employment 
of  three  revenue  cutters,  and  for  the  co-operation  of 
commodore  Dallas’s  squadron. 

I suppose  the  17th  of  January  was  “early”  in  the 
year  1836.  Well,  then,  upon  the  17th  of  January, 
fearing,  from  the  intelligence,  which  every  day  be- 
came worse,  that  the  communication  with  gen. 
Clinch  might  be  intercepted,  and  he  thus  prevented 
from  executing  the  orders  of  the  government,  gen. 
Eustis,  then  at  Charleston,  was  directed  to  proceed 
to  Florida,  and  to  take  all  necessary  measures  to 
keep  open  the  communication  -with  gen.  Clinch, 
and  to  report  to  him  for  further  instructions.  Gen. 
Eustis  was  directed  to  take  with  him  the  garrisons 
at  Charleston  and  Savannah,  and  such  a portion  of 
the  South  Carolina  militia  as  he  might  deem  neces- 
sary. And  the  governor  of  that  state  was  requested 
to  o„rr.iy  him  with  the  force. 

I suppose  again,  that  the  21st  of  issg, 

was  “early”  in  that  year.  Well,  then,  on  the  pre- 
vious day,  the  first  intimation  reached  the  depart- 
ment of  the  unquiet  disposition  of  the  Creeks,  and 
of  the  probability,  of  their  joining  the  Seminoles. 

It  instantly  became  apparent  that  much  more  ex- 
tensive operations  might  become  necessary  than 
had  been  contemplated.  It  was  immediately  deter- 
mined to  adapt  the  measures  to  be  taken  to  this 
new  state  of  things,  and  gen.  Scott,  with  ample 
powers,  was,  on  the  21st,  ordered  to  take  the  com- 
mand in  that  quarter.  It  is  e ho  ugh  to  repeat,  that 
he  had  unlimited  means  placed  at  his  disposal. 

I confine  myself  to  the  measures  taken  for  the 
employment  of  the  proper  force.  This  is  all  for 
which  I feel  the  slightest  responsibility.  When  a 
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force  is  directed  to  any  point,  the  proper  military 
bureaus  of  the  war  department  make  arrangements 
with  or  without  the  conjunction  of  the  officer  com- 
manding, for  all  the  materiel  which  can  be  required. 
And  that  officer  has,  besides,  the  right  to  make  his 
requisitions,  and,  if  necessary,  to  make  purchases 
for  every  thing  he  needs.  These  are  details  into 
which  no  head  of  the  war  department  can  have  time 
to  enter,  and  it  is  precisely  for  their  execution  that 
the  military  bureaus  are  instituted.  The  adjutant 
general  states  in  the  report  before  mentioned:  “I 
have  not  considered  it  necessary  to  detail  in  this  re- 
port the  orders  given  by  the  various  military  bureaus 
of  the  war  department,  to  provide  the  necessary 
means,  such  as  transportation,  ordnance  and  ord- 
nance stores,  and  provisions  for  the  operations  in 
Florida.  Ail  the  measures  in  relation  to  these  sub- 
jects, which  appeared  to  be  necessary,  were  duly 
taken.” 

I do  not  recollect  ever  to  have  heard  it  intimated 
that  gen.  Clinch’s  operations  were  crippled  for  the 
want  of  any  supplies  for  the  force  placed  at  his  dis- 
posal by  the  government.  Certainly,  if  such  had 
been  the  case,  he  ought  to  have  represented  it,  that 
the  proper  inquiries  might  have  been  instituted,  and 
an  adequateremedy  applied.  Without  the  adjutant 
general’s  report,  it  might  have  been  taken  for  grant- 
ed, from  the  absence  of  all  complaint  by  gen.  Clinch 
that  there  was  no  failure  in  the  measures  of  the  mi- 
litary bureaus  at  Washington  to  proportion  his  sup- 
plies to  his  force;  but  the  report  of  that  faithful  and 
accurate  officer  sets  the  subject  at  rest. 

I feel  I violate  no  confidence  in  saying,  that  there 
was  not  a report  received  of  the  operations  in  Flori- 
da, from  the  first  apprehension  of  difficulties,  which 
was  not  submitted  tp  the  president;  nor  a measure  of 
any  importance  taken,  which  was  not  approved  by 
him.  It  is  well  known,  that  from  the  practice  and 
organization  of  our  government,  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments are  in  daily  communication  wdtli  the  presi- 
dent, and  that  all  questions  of  much  interest  are  dis- 
cussed with  him;  and  to  those  who  know  the  habits 
of  rigid  scrutiny  which  gen.  Jackson  carried  with 
him  into  public  life,  I need  not  say,  that  no  question 
could  be  presented  to  him  which  he  did  not  careful- 
ly and  fully  consider.  In  the  examination  of  pa 
pers,  he  was  remarkable  for  the  most  patient  atten- 
tion; and  I will  say  of  him  now,  in  his  day  of  re- 
tirement, what  I would  not  have  thus  publicly  said 
of  him  in  the  day  of  his  power,  that  never  have  I 
known  a man  who  brought  to  every  subject  quicker 
power  of  perception,  nor  a more  intuitive  sagacity. 

Ido  not  resort  to  this  authority  to  shield  myself 
from  responsibility  under  the  constitutional  prerog- 
ative of  the  president.  I feel  and  acknowledge 
my  own  responsibility  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  am 
prepared  to  meet  it.  The  measures  directed  by  me 
became  my  measures,  whether  approved  or  not  by 
the  president;  but  I confess,  that  the  opinion  of 
Andrew  Jackson  upon  these  subjects  is  interesting 
to  me.  I need  not  advert  to  the, reasons  which  give 
peculiar  value  to  his  views  concerning  the  opera- 
tions in  Florida;  to  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
country  and  of  the  Indians,  acquired  during  years 
of  service  there,  in  a military  and  civil  capacity; 
and  to  those  personal  claims  to  consideration,  which 
will  be  as  undying  as  the  history  of  our  country. 

With  these  reflections  and  statements,  I leave  the 
charge  of  gen.  Clinch  to  the  judgment  of  the  Ame- 
rican people.  If  they  think  that  the  incapacity,  or 
misfortunes,  or  dissensions  of  military  commanders 
are  to  be  visited  upon  my  head,  I have  only  to  sub- 
mit, with  as  much  resignation  as  may  be.  But  I 
hope  better  things  from  the  impartiality  of  my  coun- 
trymen. I have  received,  during  a public  life  of 
more  than  thirty  years,  many  favors  I neither  ex- 
pected nor  merited.  I am  encouraged  to  hope  that 
when  I ask  only  rigid  justice,  I shall  not  be  found 
a vain  suppliant.  LEW.  CASS. 

Paris,  March  6,  1837. 


REFORM  CONVENTION  OF  MARYLAND. 

TO  TI-IE  CITIZENS  OF  FREDERICK  COUNTY. 

Fellow  citizens:  As  one  of  the  delegates  chosen 

to  represent  you  in  the  union  reform  cnnvpntinn, 
which  m-oi  in.  Baltimore  in  June  last,  I attended 
that  convention,  and  executed  the  trust  to  the  best 
of  my  judgment  and  ability,  and  was  garatified  to 
witness  the  moderation  and  unanimity  with  which 
that  body  came  to  the  result  expressed  in  their  reso- 
lutions. 

The  .honor  of  presiding,  during  the  deliberations 
of  the  convention  was  unexpectedly  conferred  upon 
me,  and  by  reason  thereof,  a responsible  duty  im- 
posed, in  the  event  of  a certain  contingency,  which 
required  me  to  reassemble  the  convention.  The 
contingency  happened,  and  for  disobeying  the  in- 
junction, I owe  you  and  the  members  of  the  con- 
vention, an  apology. 

Upon  the  question  of  revising  the  constitution  of 
the  state,  the  two  great  political  parties  were  divid- 


ed among  themselves,  and  the  friends  of  reform  be- 
came convinced,  that  a union,  as  to  this  particular 
measure,  was  indispensably  necessary  to  its  ulti- 
mate success. 

This  much  desired  union,  not  however,  without 
some  difficulty,  was  in  time  happily  effected,  and 
the  convention  of  June  last,  consisting  of  delegates 
selected  indiscriminately  from  both  parties,  met  in 
Baltimore,  and  after  a session  of  some  days,  in  the 
true  spirit  of  union  and  compromise,  closed  their 
deliberations,  by  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lutions. 

1st.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  by  this 
convention,  to  the  people  of- the  counties  and  cities 
.friendly  to  a reform  of  the  constitution  of  the  state, 
to  elect,  at  the  next  October  election,  delegates 
faithfully  pledged  to  the  people  to  introduce  and 
support  a bill  to  provide  for  taking  the  sense  of  the 
people  on  the  question  of  reforming  the  constitution 
of  the  state,  on  the  first  Monday  of  May,  1837,  and 
in  the  event  of  a majority  of  the  people  declaring 
themselves  in  favor  of  such  reform,  providing  in 
the  same  bill  for  the  calling  of  a convention  for  that 
object. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  in  the  bill  providing  for  the 
call  of  a convention,  the  members  of  the  convention 
ought  to  be  distributed  equally  among  the  several 
congressional  districts  of  this  state,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  fourth,  w’hich  being  a double  congres- 
sional district,  ought  to  have  twice  the  number  of 
representatives  of  any  other  district — that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  should  be  elected  on  the  first 
Monday  in  June,  1837,  to  assemble  in  the  city  of 
Annapolis,  on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  thereafter,  to 
prepare  and  present  a constitution  for  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  people  of  Maryland,  at  the  following 
October  election. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  if  within  forty  days  after  the 
commencement  of  its  session,  the  legislature  shall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  provide  for  ascertaining  the 
sense  of  the  people  of  the  state  upon  this  important 
question,  and  for  calling  a convention  as  prescribed 
in  the  previous  resolutions,  the  president  of  this 
convention  is  hereby  required  forthwith  to  convene 
this  convention  for  the  adoption  of  such  ulterior 
measures,  as  may  there  be  deemed  expedient,  just 
and  proper,  and  may  be  best  calculated,  without  the 
aid  of  the  legislature,  to  ensure  the  accomplishment 
of  the  desired  results. 

4th.  Resolved,  That  this  convention  respectfully 
recommend  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  the  con- 
vention from  such  portions  of  the  state  as  may  not 
heretofore  have  made  such  appointments. 

These  resolutions  clearly  pointing  out  the  course 
of  action,  determined  upon,  by  the  united  friends 
of  constitutional  reform,  were  adopted  with  great 
unanimity. 

To  the  consummation  of  the  scheme  of  accom- 
plishing reform  recommended  by  these  resolutions, 
both  parties  I hold  were  bound,  and  solemnly  pledg- 
ed to  each  other,  at  least  so  far  as  the  counties  re- 
presented were  concerned.  But  the  obligation  has 
not  been  regarded.  The  pledge  has  not  been  re- 
deemed. 

The  resolutions,  though  the  result  of  compromise, 
have  been  abandoned,  and  the  faithful  friends  of 
constitutional  reform,  who  steadfastly  adhered  to  the 
convention,  have  been  deserted,  and  left  to  sustain 
themselves,  if  they  can.  This  faithless  and  most 
unexpected  conduct,  at  once  deprived  the  conven- 
tion of  its  strength,  by  destroying  its  union,  and 
with  it,  at  least,  lor  the  present  I fear,  every  ray  of 
hope  for  reform,  through  the  medium  of  a conven- 
tion chosen  by  the  people.  This  union,  which  was 
the  life  and  soul  and  arm  of  the  convention,  being 
thus  treacherously  disposed,  I waited  with  anxiety 
the  deliberations  of  the  legislature  on  this  deeply 
interesting  subject,  and  am  happy  to  learn  that  al- 
though they  have  not  provided  for  calling  a conven- 
tion, they  have  submitted  to  you,  sundry  valuable 
modifications  of  the  constitution,  and  being  con- 
vinced, as  I am,  that  any  further  agitation  of  the 
question  of  constitutional  reform,  in  the  present  state 
p"ty  excitement,  and  unhappy  dissention  among 
the  friends  ol  reform,  could  not  eventuate  in  good, 
but  might  by  possibility  disturb,  if  not  endanger  the 
peace,  good  order  and  happiness  of  the  state,  I have 
determined  to  resign  my  seat  in  the  convention,  and 
accordingly  do  hereby  resign  the  same,  praying.you, 
my  fellow'  citizens,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my 
grateful  consideration  for  this  proof  of  your  confi- 
dence. O.  HORSEY. 

Needwood,  March  27ih,  1836. 


FROM  THE  WEST  OF  ARKANSAS. 
Correspondence  of  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Fort  Smith,  (Ark.)  March  7,  1837. 
The  enclosed  was  handed  to  me  by  a friend,  with 
a request  that  1 would  forward  it  to  you  for  publi- 
cation. I ivas  at  Fort  Gibson  when  the  circum- 


stances to  which  he  alluded  occurred,  and  believe 
they  are  by  no  means  highly  colored. 

I Would  remark,  that  with  regard  to  the  removal 
of  the  garrison  from  Fort  Gibson,  I believe  there  is 
but  one  prevailing  sentiment,  not  only  with  the  go- 
vernment and  the  officers,  but  with  the  people. — 
With  respect  to  its  future  location,  there  is  much 
difference  of  opinion.  The  citizens  of  this  frontier, 
for  whose  protection  it  would  seem  the  troops  are 
destined,  claim  that  the  main  garrison  should  be 
stationed  on  the  line,  and  within  the  limits  of  the 
state.  It  seems,  however,  that  the  commissioners 
charged  with  the  duty  of  designating  a proper  place 
for  the  garrison  have  selected  Fort  Corlee,  entirely 
without  the  limits  of  the  state,  and,  too,  in  a terri- 
tory owned  and  occupied  by  Indians  between  us  and 
that  place.  It  would  seem,  according  to  all  milita- 
ry rule,  and  to  reason  and  common  sense,  that  the 
proper  place  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  should 
be  accessible  from  our  own  limits,  where  the  un- 
protected could  seek  refuge,  without  the  necessity 
of  travelling  through  the  swamps  of  an  enemy. — 
The  distance  of  Fort  Coffee  from  the  line  is  not  the 
only  objection.  This  place  is  situated  in  the  fork 
of  two  rivers,  one  of  which  must  be  crossed,  and 
that,  too,  on  Indian  ground. 

Fort  Smith  is  a beautiful  high  commanding  point, 
situated  at  the  junction  of  the  Poteau  with  the  Ar- 
kansas river,  and  immediately  on  the  state  line. — 
This  place  is,  in  my  opinion,  far  more  preferable 
than  Fort  Coffee;  and,  indeed,  I do  not  know  of  a 
more  suitable  place  than  this  for  the  contemplated 
garrison.  Steamboats  can  get  as  far  up  as  this 
place,  w'hen  they  cannot  get  any  further.  It  is  the 
only  suitable  place,  in  my  opinion,  where  the  gar- 
rison should  be  established. 

But  there  is  an  objection,  by  many  gentlemen  of 
the  army,  to  the  establishment  of  the  garrison  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  state,  because  the  army  would 
be  within  its  civil  jurisdiction.  Perhaps  the  com- 
missioners were  not  without  this  influence  when 
they  made  the  selection.  This  objection,  however, 
should  not  be  entertained  by  them.  They  contend 
that  a portion  of  the  people  of  the  state  always  in- 
fest such\places  by  vending  ardent  spirits  to  the 
troops.  This  should  not  be  any  objection,  because, 
if  any,  it  can  be  easily  surmounted  by  a proper  dis- 
cipline of  the  troops,  without  which,  it  seems,  they 
are  not  free  from  difficulties,  even  if  they  are  with- 
in the  Indian  country;  and  I will  remark  that  the 
soldiers  can,  arid  do  get  as  much  liquor  in  the  In- 
dian country  as  Uiejcout.  I am,  very  respectfully, 
yours. 

\_The  enclosed  letter,  referred  to  above. ] 

Fort  Gibson,  (Ark.)  February  14,  1837. 
Messrs.  Gales  &.  Seaton:  There  has  been  at 
this  place  for  the  last  few  days  considerable  excite- 
ment, showing  the  strongest  evidence,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  many  very  intelligent  persons,  that  a garri- 
son should  not  be  stationed  in  an  Indian  country. 

The  regiment  of  volunteers  furnished  by  Arkan- 
sas was  ordered  by  the  commanding  general  of  this 
place  to  rendezvous  at  this  garrison.  After  remain- 
ing for  some  time,  the  principal  part  of  them  were 
discharged;  the  remainder,  some  three  companies, 
were  retained  in  the  service,  and  were  quartered 
about  four  miles  from  this  place  in  the  Cherokee 
country.  A “frolic”  of  the  Indian  kind  was  made, 
and,  during  their  amusements,  as  is  always  the  case 
where  spirituous  liquors  are  freely  used,  a fight  took 
place,  in  which  two  or  three  of  the  volunteers  were 
handled  “with  gloves  oft”  by  the  red  gentlemen, 
which  rendered  them  unable  for  duty  the  next  day. 

This  excited  the  remainder  of  the  companies, 
and  induced  them  to  take  vengeance  on  all  the 
Cherokees  found  in  the  neighborhood  where  the 
“frolic”  was  held,  by  inflicting  on  them  the  most 
brutal  punishment! 

The  moment  this  was  ascertained  by  the  Chero- 
kees, the  captains  of  several  of  their  companies 
called  out  their  men,  and  marched  to  the  place 
where  the  scene  of  punishment  was  inflicted.  But, 
fortunately,  the  general  had  been  informed  by  the 
principal  chief,  major  Jolly,  that  his  young  men 
were  beyond  his  control,  and  determined  to  have  re- 
venge. This  intelligence  induced  the  general  to 
order  the  volunteers  within  the  reserve,  and  near 
the  garrison,  where  they  now  remain. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Cherokee  companies  at  the 
place  where  the  act  was  committed,  they  found  that 
the  volunteers  had  withdrawn.  This  prevented  a 
second  scene  of  collision,  which  would  have  , been 
of  the  most  serious  nature.  One  of  the  captains 
commanding  the  Cherokees,  finding  the  party  which 
had  committed  the  punishment  on  his  countrymen 
had  left  here,  adopted  the  usual  custom  among  In- 
dians, when  the  Indian  ladies  had  been  overkind  to 
the  white  man,  and  punished  them  by  whipping  un- 
til the  blood  was  seen  trickling  on  their  heels!  and 
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not  satisfied  with  this,  cut  oft'  their  hair,  and  left 
them  to  reflect  on  their  folly. 

Gentlemen,  you  must  suppose,  when  you  are  in- 
formed that  there  are  not  more  tfcj^u  two  hundred 
and  fifty  regulars  fit  for  duty  at  this  place,  what  a 
contempt  the  Indians  must*tiave  for  the  military 
strength  of  the  United  States,  especially  when  ten 
times  this  number  of  Cherokee  warriors  are  be- 
tween this  garrison  and  the  white  population. 

It  is  time  for  our  government  to  act,  and  act  wise- 
ly, or  there  will  be  another  Seminole  business  of 
the  most  destructive  kind.  This  shows  conclusive- 
ly that  the  line  of  posts  should  be  located  within 
the  borders  of  the  state,  where  the  white  as  well  as 
the  “red  men”  could  be  protected. 

The  government  under  treaty  stipulation  is  bound 
to  protect  the  Indians  located  here  against  the  wild 
Indians,  and  the  cavalry  are  the  proper  troops  to 
give  this  protection.  Let  them  be  stationed  in  the 
Indian  country,  and  at  all  times  they  will  be  ready 
to  move  with  rapiditv  tn  ru‘lll>  snoulct 

any  difficulty  occur.  Yours,  with  respect. 

MARIA  MONK’S  AWFUL  DISCLOSURES. 

The  following  handbill  was  posted  in  different 
parts  of  Montreal,  April  3. 

“The  voice  of  the  assembled  citizens  of  Montreal 
will  this  day  proclaim  to  the  deluded  and  fantastic 
believers  in  the  disclosures  of  Maria  Monk,  that 
they  are  the  fabrications  of  a notorious  harlot,  the 
inventions  of  combined  lunacy' and  profligacy;  and 
if  they  should  still  persist  in  believing,  it  will  be 
evident  that  more  than  mortal  means  can  alone  re- 
store them  to  their  senses. 

“However,  the  citizens  of  Montreal  owe  them- 
selves in  this  matter  a triple  duty,  as  men,  as  Bri- 
tons and  as  Christians.  As  men,  that  they  inter- 
pose the  shield  of  public  opinion  between  a highly 
esteemed  body  of  individuals  and  a host  of  malig- 
nant traducers;  as  Britons,  that  they  may  tell  the 
people  of  the  United  States  that  It  is  disgraceful  in 
them  to  attribute  to  the  British  official  authorities 
and  that  portion  of  the  British  people  inhabiting 
the  Canadas,  connivance  at  such  monstrous  iniqui- 
ty, (it  would  be  a stain  upon  them  to  suppose  that 
they  could  have  a suspicion  of  such  iniquity,  and 
remain  quiet,  far  less  connive  at  it);  and  as  Chris- 
tians, that  they  may  read  a lesson  of  charity  and 
forbearance  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who 
seem,  in  their  persecution  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
so  shocking  to  every  benevolent  mind,  to  have  en- 
tirely lost  sight  of  those  divine  words— 

The  hon.  Peter  McGill  will  take  the  chair  precisely 
at  one  o’clock. 

The  Montreal  Courier  gives  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  meeting: 

The  meeting  of  the  Protestant  inhabitants  of  Mon- 
treal, which  took  place  yesterday,  on  the  subject  of 
the  slanders  of  Maiua  Monk  and  her  abettors,  was 
decisive  of  public  sentiment  and  feeling,  both  with 
regard  to  those  slanders  themselves,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  an  expression  of  general  opinion  upon  them 
here.  The  assembly  embraced  a large  portion  of 
the  most  wealthy  and  respectable  persons  of  our 
city.  The  spacious  gallery  of  Mr.  John  O.  Browm, 
auctioneer,  was  crowded;  and  such  was  the  interest 
excited  that  many  persons  attending  could  not  ob- 
tain admission  into  the  room.  The  honorable  Peter 
McGill  took  the  chair,  and  opened  the  meeting  by 
a very  appropriate  address.  The  hon.  George  Mof- 
fatt,  the  rev.  Mr.  Perkins,  D.  Fisher,  William  Wal- 
ker, James  Holmes,  R.  Corse,  William  Lyman, 
esqrs.  and  Dr.  Barber,  addressed  the  meeting.  Se- 
veral extracts  from  the  “Awful  Disclosures,”  and 
“Further  Disclosures,  by  Maria  Monk,”  were  read, 
and  together  with  the  various  addresses  made  to  the 
meeting,  elicited  strong  expressions  of  indignation 
and  contempt.  The  following  resolutions  were 
passed. 

Whereas,  two  works  have  issued  from  me  press 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  containing  pretended 
“Disclosures  by  Maria  Monk,”  of  murder  and  crime 
said  to  be' perpetrated  in  the  Hotel  Dieu  nunneiy 
of  Montreal,  and  charging  the  higher  civil  authori- 
ties of  the  province  with  conniving  at  these  crimes; 
anfl 

Whereas,  the  abettors  and  defenders  of  this  im- 
postor, have  repeatedly  and  publicly  declared,  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  currency  to  her  fictions  among 
those  residing  at  a distance,  that  the  Protestant  in- 
habitants of  Montreal  firmly  believe  these  disclo- 
sures; therefore, 

] . Resolved,  That  on  the  appearance  of  these 
works,  they  were  regarded  by  the  Catholic  and 
Protestant  inhabitants  of  the  city,  universally,  as 
most  gross  and  absurd  fabrications,  unworthy  of 
notice  or  refutation,  either  by  the  nuns  or  others, 
and  incapable  of  gaining  the  belief  of  any  rational 
mind. 


2.  Resolved,  That  we  have  learned  with  astonish- 
ment the  circulation  and  credit  which  these  impos- 
tures have  gained  among  the  people  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  United  States,  and  consider  such  belief 
as  the  only  reason  why  we  should  honor  the  stories 
of  an  abandoned  prostitute,  even  with  a denial. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  do,  solely  in  consequence 
of  the  respectability  of  some  distant  individuals  who 
have  been  deluded  by  these  fabrications,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  oft  repeated  declarations  that  our  si- 
lence is  equivalent  to  a tacit  assertion  of  our  firm 
belief  of  Maria  Monk,  most  explicitly  declare  to  the 
British  and  American  Christians,  that  the  “disclo- 
sures” alluded  to  in  the  preamble  to  these  resolu- 
tions, are  not,  and  never  have  been  credited  in  this 
community;  but  are  universally  regarded  as  utter 
and  malignant  fictions. 

4.  Resolved,  From  the  nature  of  the  case  such 
crimes  as  arc  described  in  these  works  could  not 
have  been  perpetrated  in  the  midst  of  a large  popu- 
lation vviihoui  detection,  and  it  is  equally  impossi- 
ble, that  immense  alterations  in  a large  building 
standing  in  a most  conspicuous  situation,  and  open 
to  public  view,  could  hu-ve  been  made  with''”* 
knowledge  of  every  citizen. 

5.  Resolved,  That  we  fsel  emotions  of  indigna- 
tion and  astonishment,  that  the  character  of  a whole 
population  should  be  widely  and  perseveringly  as- 
sailed, and  their  connivance  at  the  basest  crimes 
fully  credited,  solely  upon  the  testimony  of  a harlot 
— notoriously  such  in  this  city. 

6.  Resolved,  That  a committee  be  nominated  to 
secure  every  facility  to  a deputation  from  N.  York, 
together  with  Maria  Monk,  to  examine  the  liunne- 
ry,  should  such  deputation  be  appointed,  and  that 
tire  said  committee  attend  the  deputation  to  the 
nunnery,  and  that  such  committee  consist  of  the 
following  gentlemen:  Timothy  Follet,  William  Ly- 
man, esqrs.  Dr.  Barber  and  Benjamin  Brewster,  esq. 

7.  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  regard  with  ab- 
horrence and  contempt  the  individuals  in  this  city, 
who,  for  sinister  ends,  by  their  letters  and  commu- 
nications to  New  York,  have  contributed  to  pur- 
suade  the  public  in  the  United  States  to  believe  a 
fiction  which  they  themselves  do  not  credit. 

The  following  amendment  to  the  first  resolution 
was  offered;  in  favor  of  which  a minority  of  four 
only  appeared: 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  deprecates  with  un- 
qualified regret  the  present  attempt  to  disturb  the 
peace  of  the  Protestant  inhabitants  of  Montreal  on 
the  subject  of  Maria  Monk’s  disclosures,  believing 
the  circumstance  on  which  the  inquiry  has  been 
pending  to  be  such  as  to  preciuae  me  possibility  of 
deciding  correctly  either  in  the  support  or  disproof 
of  her  accusations. 

We  never  saw  a more  hearty  and  earnest  expres- 
sion of  public  feeling  than  was  manifested  in  sup- 
port of  the  objects  of  the  meeting,  and  we  can  only 
regret  that  the  opposing  party  was  not  present  to 
participate  in  the  indignant  expression  of  justice,  as 
respects  the  accused,  and  those  gentlemen,  brother 
editors,  who,  at  New  York,  have  been  vilified  and 
slandered  for  the  utterance  of  opinions  similar  to 
those  entertained  by  the  meeting. 


PRESENTATION  AT  THE  COURT  OF 
FRANCE. 

Extract  of  a letter,  dated  Paris,  February  3,  1837. 

Every  body  in  Paris  is  suffering  from  an  epide- 
mic they  call  “la  grippe,”  a very  unpleasant,  but 

seldom  fatal  disorder.  and  I have  both  had  it; 

I felt  the  first  symptom,  a pain  in  the  legs,  on  the 
night  of  the  presentation,  of  which,  by  the  bye,  I 
must  give  you  an  account. 

There  had  been  reason  to  think  that,  on  account 
of  the  attempt  on  the  king’s  life,  there  would  be 
nothing  at  court  in  the  way  of  gaiety.  For  several 
W'eeks,  no  notice  had  been  taken  of  the  presenta- 
tion list  that  had  been  sent  in;  but  last  week  we 
received  a message  from  general  Cass,  requesting 
us  to  meet  at  hi3  hotel  at  a given  hour,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Dresentation.  Some  five  and  twenty  of 
ns  accordingly  made  our  appearance,  and  W'ere 
made  acquainted  with  the  communication  received 
from  the  palace,  naming  Monday  evening,  23d  urc. 
for  the  presentation. 

On  the  evening  mentioned,  we  assembled,  each 
in  court  dress — embroidered  coat,  chapeau  and 
sword,  at  the  general’s  maguificent  rooms,  and  at 
eight  precisely  drove  off  in  a body  to  the  Tuilleries. 
As  there  w'ere  thirty  or  forty  of  us,  it  took  some 

fifteen  minutes  to  set  down,  so  that  when and 

I entered  the  perystyle  of  the  palace  among  the  last, 
we  found  the  whole  body  waiting  on  one  side,  the 
servants  having  ranged  off’  opposite  with  the  cloaks. 

In  a few  moments,  the  glass  doors  at  the  foot  of 
the  grand  staircase  were  thrown  open,  and,  preced- 
ed by  three  ushers  in  black,  we  moved  slowly  up 
the  stairs.  The  profusion  of  lights,  the  polish  of 


the  columns,  statues  and  sculptured  walls,  all  of 
white  marble,  the  elevation  of  the  ceiling,  the 
width  and  great  length  of  the  staircase,  whose  con- 
struction was  a little  like  that  to  the  private  boxes 
of  the  New  York  opera  house,  to  say  nothing  of 
our  own  rather  handsome  uniforms,  had  not  a bad 
effect  as  we  entered.  At  the  top  of  the  staircase 
we  turned  to  the  right,  and  stopped  in  an  ante- 
chamber decorated  “a  la  Louis  XIV,”  to  give  our 
cards  to  three  officials  who  were  seated  at  a table, 
and  who  posted  the  names  in  their  ledgers.  This 
done,  we  entered  the  first  room,  called,  since  the 
last  revolution,  the  gallerie  Louis  Philippe. 

The  intervals  between  the  windows  were  filled 
with  Bas  reliefs,  representing  events  of  the  life  of 
Louis  Philippe.  Without  stopping,  we  passed  into 
the  Salle  dcs  Marechuux,  a vast  square  saloon,  oc- 
cupying the  centre  of  the  palace,  having  a vaulted 
ceiling  of  great  height,  (which  occasions  the  great 
cupola  that  looks  so  hideous  from  the  outside),  and 
a railed  gallery  for  spectators,  extending  quite 
around  the  room,  at  a considerable  height  from  the 
floor.  This  room  contains  full  length  portraits  of 

removed  at  the  death  of  its  original.  The  grieS 
veil  hung  in  the  place  of  De  Rigny,  who  died  last 
winter,  and  of  poor  Mortier,  who  was  killed  by  the 
Fieschi  machine.  After  travelling  through  another 
saloon,  the  name  of  which  I forget,  we  came  to  the 
Salle  du  Trone,  where  the  king  was  expected  to 
make  his  appearance.  The  walls  were  hung  with 
crimson  velvet  and  gold.  The  canopy  that  over- 
hung the  throne  (which  was  only  a large  gilt  arm- 
chair) was  of  the  same  materials."  The  only  things 
to  sit  upon  were,  tabourets,  chairs  not  being  permit- 
ted, I believe,  in  the  rooms  inhabited  by  royalty. 
We  found  here  a mob,  whose  prevailing  scarlet 
uniform  showed  at  once  what  country  they  belong- 
ed to.  The  dresses  of  some  of  them,  the  hussars, 
for  example,  seemed  covered  with  gold.  We  next 
made  out  the  Russians,  in  handsome  uniforms,  with 
count  Pahlen  at  their  head,  a grim,  moustachoed 
soldier  of  fifty,  wearing  a perpetual  frown  on  his 
brow,  and  the  uniform  of  Boney’s  time,  with  white 
tights  and  Suvaroes. 

There  was  count  d’Apporny,  the  Austrian  am- 
bassador, in  a beautiful  Hungarian  costume,  Iriin- 
med  with  furs  and  gold,  a sort  of  frock  coat  attach- 
ed to  the  shoulders,  with  the  empty  sleeves  hano-inn- 
down  the  back,  tight  purple  pantaloons,  and  yeliow 
morocco  boots  over  them. 

The  due  de  Frias  was  there  with  some  Spaniards. 
He  is  an  elderly  man,  with  gray  whiskers,  and  a 
very  pleasing  expression  of  countenance.  He  was 

the  most  prepossessing  of  all  the  ambassadors 

Every  body  present  was  in  some  uniform  or  other 
The  king’s  aid,  and  the  introducer  of  ambassadors' 
presently  made  their  appearance,  and  invited  us  to 
form  around  the  sides  of  the  apartments;  when  this 
was  done,  the  line  occupied  the  two  rooms  the 
number  to  be  presented,  of  various  nations  being 
together  something  like  two  hundred.  ’ 5 

After  standing  about  twenty  minutes  in  momen- 
tary expectation  of  the  king’s  entrance,  the  fatigue 
became  insupportable  to  us  Americans,  and  we  be- 
gan  to  seat  ourselves  upon  the  tabourets  behind  us 
Some  of  the  English  did  the  same;  but  I remarked 
that  among  the  Russians,  Austrians  and  Spaniard^ 

not  a man  ventured  to  humor  his  legs.  As  L! 

and  I were  in  that  portion  of  the  line  that  occupied 
the.  second  saloon,  we  could  not  see  the  door  by 
which  the  king  was  to  enter,  but  we  presently  per 
ceived  by  a general  movement  along  the  opposite 
line,  that  he  had  made  Ins  appearance,  and  wrn  in- 
stantly, with  the  help  of  a sign  from  general  Cass 
who  was  promenading  in  front  of  our  line,  resumed 
the  perpendicular. 

In  about  five  minutes,  the  king  had  progressed 
far  enough  down  the  opposite  side  to  become  visi- 
ble to  us.  He  seemed  to  make  two  or  three  bow  s 
to  each  individual,  and,  after  few  words,  to  pass  on 
to  the  next.  His  back  being  turned  towards"  us 
we  could  not  see  his  face.  He  was  preceded  by 
the  ambassador  of  the  nation  whose  subjects  he 
was  receiving,  (the  ambassador  naming  each  indi- 
whose  follow.ed  ^^^eeajds, 

should  there  happen  to  be  a Fieschi.  an  Alib"eau  or 
a Mennier,  among  the  presented.  The  king  of  the 
French  was  short,  thick  and  ill-dressed,  in  Fhe  uni- 
form of  a colonel  of  infantry;  that  is,  a blue  coat 
with  red  facings,  and  shapeless  red  trowsers,  with- 
out boot  straps.  There  w-as  no  embroidery  about 
him,  and,  indeed,  no  ornament  but  the  blue  scarf 
across  the  breast,  and  the  star  of  the  legion  of  ho- 
nor. He  carried  on  his  left  arm  his  eternal  white 
fringed  chapeau,  in  a manner  peculiar  to  himself. 
You  may  imagine  that,  among  so  many  gay  uni- 
forms, lie  cut  no  very  brilliant  figure. 

As  the  Americans  were  last  in  the  line,  which, 
of  course,  returned  to  the  point  where  it  commenced 
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in  the  “Salle  du  Trone,”  he  was  some  fifteen  or 
twenty-five  minutes  fighting  his  way  towards  us. 
I had  made  up  my  mind  to  return  each  salutation 
of  the  king,  by  a profound  inclination,  by  way  of 
showing  him  that  we  Americans  possess  by  nature 
the  manners  of  the  court,  and  I had  accordingly  re- 
served a space  behind  my  heels  for  my  evolutions; 
but  by  the  time  the  royal  panache  had  reached  my 
left-hand  neighbor,  the  line  had  gradually  backed 
up  so  far  that  my  legs  touched  the  dais  behind  me, 
on  which  is  placed  the  throne.  His  majesty,  with 
a countenance  full  of  smiles,  and  as  red  as  his  own 
coat  collar,  bowed  to  your  humble  servant  in  turn, 
and  said,  “I  am  extremely  happy  to  see  you.”  If 
I had  made  my  salutation  as  profoundly  as  I had 
intended,  I should  have  placed  my  crown  in  the 
royal  stomach,  so  close  he  stood  to  me. 

Accordingly  I made  but  a moderate  inclination. 
He  then  said,  “It  gives  me  pleaure  to  see  so  many 
Americans  here  this  evening,”  making  another 
bow.  As  etiquette  does  not  permit  one  to  speak  to 
the  king,  unless  in  reply,  and  as  I could  not  think 

tSA r<t o * vm aj e.s ty , I replied  by  a second  incli- 
nation. He  then  bowed  once  more,  by  way  of 
finishing  with  me,  and  your  humble  servant  made 
as  profound  a reverence  as  he  could,  without  bring- 
ing his  forehead  in  contact  with  the  royal  nose. — 
The  king  spoke  English. 

Next  came  the  queen,  a delicate,  nervous  looking 
woman,  of  some  forty-five  years  of  age,  with  very 
light  hair;  her  youngest  daughter,  Marie,  hung  on 
her  right  arm;  she  was  a pretty  girl  enough,  of 
perhaps  fifteen  or  sixteen.  The  queen  asked  in 
Trench,  “Have  you  been  long  in  the  country?” 
I answered,  “About  two  months,  madame.” 

Following  her  a short  distance,  came  madame 
Adelaide,  the  king’s  sister,  an  old  maiden  of  fifty; 
with  her  was  the  elder  princess,  Clementine,  who 
must  be  nearly  out  of  her  teens.  This  pair  bowed 
without  speaking. 

The.  duke  of  Orleans  brought  up  the  rear.  He 
is  a remarkably  handsome  young  man,  not  more 
than  twenty-five  years  old,  with  well  cut  whiskers 
and  moustache,  which,  however,  like  his  hair,  are 
rather  too  light.  He  wore  the  handsome  uniform 
of  a lieutenant  general,  which  fitted  him  well.  He 
addressed  us  in  English,  which,  like  his  father,  he 
speaks  remarkably  well.  He  asked  me  if  this  was 
my  first  visit  to  Europe.  I answered  him  that  it 
was  my  third.  He  said  “then  you  must  be  familiar 
with  Paris  and  with  France.” 


ful,  good-humored  bon  vivant:  yet  his  keen  expres- 
sive eye  denoted  the  energetic  mind  which  animat- 
ed his  vulgar,  I may  almost  say,  mean  looking, .ex- 
terior. He  was  surrounded  by  officers  and  slaves, 
who,  standing,  awaited  his  commands.  They  all 
had  stockings,  for  oriental  etiquette  forbids  the 
wearing  of  shoes  in  the  presence  of  princes.  With- 
in this  circle  we,  accompanied  by  our  interpreter, 
unceremoniously  advanced.  We  were  desired  by 
the  pacha  to  sit  down,  and,  as  a foreigner,  I had  the 
place  of  honor  next  to  his  highness  assigned  to  me. 
The  attendants  retired,  leaving  only  the  interpreter 
and  some  black  slaves,  who  were  incessantly  en- 
gaged in  fanning  off  the  flies. 

• The  pacha  opened  the  conversation  by  a wel- 
come, accompanied  by  a motion  of  his  hand.  The 
interpreter  stood  with  his  arms  across,  and  trans- 
lated the  Turkish  spoken  by  the  pacha  into  French, 
and  vice  versa.  The  constant  practice  and  readi- 
ness of  the  interpreter  courpl<rWty  the  dif- 

ficulties of  this  mode  of  conversation,  and  the  dia- 
logue was  scarcely  at  all  interrupted.  As  to  set 
■phrases  of  etiquette,  titles,  &c.  they  were  of  course 
dispensed  W*  aware  that  Meliorrmt  Ati 

loved  the  incense  of  flattery,  I gave  him  a plenti- 
ful sprinkling  of  it.  The  pacha  is  very  partial  to 
the  French,  and  he  feels  the  greatest  pleasure  in 
conversing  with  them.  But  in  his  conversation 
with  foreigners  he  does  not  confine  himself  to  in- 
quiries; he  readily  enters  into  explanations,  which 
at  once  indicate  the  correctness  of  his  judgment  and 
the  soundness  of  his  view's,  and  prove  him  to  be  a 
man  of  extraordinary  intelligence  and  information. 
His  favorite  topics  of  conversation  are  his  own  army 
and  navy;  the  satisfaction  he  derives  from  answer- 
ing questions  on  these  subjects  is  evinced  by  the 
expression  which  lights  up  his  countenance. 

Trusting  to  a tolerably  good  memory,  I will  en- 
deavor to  repeat,  as  far  at  least  as  regards  the  prin- 
cipal features,  the  conversation  I had  with  Mehe- 
met  Ali.  As  soon  as  we  were  seated,  the  pacha 
began  the  discourse,  as  I have  already  stated,  with 
a greeting,  or  welcome,  which  was  followed  by  the 
question  “how'  do  you  do?” 

I answ'ered,  “quite  well;”  adding,  that  I found 
the  Egyptian  climate  agreed  very'  well  with  my 
health. 

“But  it  is  very  cold  in  your  country,”  observed 
the  pacha. 

“In  summer,”  I replied,  “we  have  sometimes 
Egyptian  heat;  in  winter,  on  the  contrary,  we  have 
so  much  snow,  that  whole  houses  are  imbedded  in 
it.” 


After  the  hour  had  been  completed,  the  royal 
family,  with  their  retinue,  remained  conversing 
near  the  door  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  after  which 
they  disappeared  into  their  private  apartments. — 
The  crowd  dispersed  through  the  rooms  in  the  op- 
posite direction,  down  the  great  staircase,  and  con- 
veyed themselves  off  as  fast  as  the  carriages  could 
come  up. 

I must  take  breath  after  my  story,  particularly 
as  ! must  give  an  account  of  the  court  ball  which 
took  place  two  days  after.  \_Pennsijlvanian. 

VISIT  OF  BARON  GEORGE  VON  MALTITZ 
TO  MEHEMIT  ALI. 

At  six  o’clock  on  the  morning  appointed  for  my 
presentation  to  the  pacha,  I mounted  my  horse,  and 
rode  to  the  seraglio,  accompanied  by  the  Prussian 
consul.  After  we  had  ascended  the  marble  stair- 
case of  the  palace,  (upon  which  I may  mention,  by 
the  way,  fruits  and  other  refreshments  are  offered 
for  sale),  we  entered  a spacious  saloon,  lighted  by 
several  window's,  and  containing  a number  of  di- 
vans. In  this  apartment  there  were  several  officers 
of  the  palace,  some  sitting  cross-legged,  some  on  the 
floor,  others  on  the  cushions,  some  smoking,  others 
sleeping;  they  wore  different  kinds  of  dresses,  and 
W'ere  afmost  all  (probably  on  account  of  the  great 
heat)  without  stockings.  We  passed  through  this 
saloon,  not  one  of  the  persons  in  it  taking  the  slight- 
est notice  of  us,  and  we  entered  a second  chamber. 
Here  a similar  scene  presented  itself,  with  the  ex- 
ception that  there  w'ere  posted  here  and  there  a few 
sentinels,  who  ushered  us  to  the'entrance  of  the 

The  apartment  was  of  imposing  size,  and  well 
proportioned.  The  decorations,  painting  and  gild- 
ing where  unique,  and  quite  in  the  oriental  taste. 
The  windows,  which  were  numerous,  commanded 
a view  of  the  fleet  in  the  harbor;  they  admitted  the 
cool  sea  breeze,  and  afforded  an  almost  dazzling 
light.  In  the  middle  of  the  audience  chamber  was 
suspended  a spleqdid  chandelier,  a present  to  the 
pacha  from"  the  king  of  the  French.  Along  one 
side  of  the  chamber  was  placed  a green  silk  divan, 
on  which  was  seated  a little  stout  and  elderly  man, 
attired  in  a black  Turkish  dress.  This  was  the 
pacha,  Mehemet  Ali-  His  while  beard  hung  down 
to  his  girdle,  and  his  countenance  was  of  a cheer- 
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not  to  do  so;  the  heat  and  the  Chamzin  are  so  op- 
pressive. You  had  better  stay  in  Cairo.  There 
you  will  become  better  acquainted  with  Egypt  than 
here.” 

. “I  have  already,  during  my  short  stay  in  Alexan- 
dria, seen  many  wonders;  and  since  I enjoy  the 
honor  of  seeing  and  personally  admiring  the  creator 
of  all  those  wonders,  1 think  I should  prefer  staying 
here.” 

“No!  for  that  very  reason  you  must  go  to  Cairo. 
You  must  judge  me  by  my  works,  and  chiefly,  by 
my  works  of  peace.  All  that  you  see  here  has  cost 
me  a large  outlaw  of  money.  What  you  will  see  at 
Cairo,  on  the  contrary,  yields  me  a large  revenue. 
I enjoy  but  little  rest.  A pacha  must  not  devote 
much  time  to  sleep.”  Here  he  smiled  with  an  air 
of  self-satisfaction. 

“A  pacha,  like  your  highness,  who  has  such 
guards  as  those,  may  rest  securely.”  . As  I said 
this  1 pointed  to  the  fleet  which  lay  beneath  the 
window  at  which  we  were  seated. 

The  pacha  smiled  again.  A beautiful  pipe,  set 
with  diamonds,  was  now  brought  and  presented  to 
the  pacha;  coffee  merely  was  handed  to  me  and  the 
others  present. 

“Your  highness,”  resumed  I,  “has  the  largest 
men-of-war  in  the  world.” 

“Yes,  but  the  worst  sailors.  France  and  England 
possess  an  extensive  mercantile  navy,  which  serves 
as  a school  for  their  fleets.  Bgo-yC  has  nut  one 
merchant  ship,  because  the  Arabs  only  cruise  along 
*I1P  „,.a  j0  not  venture  on  the  high  seas. — 

The  Arabs  are  poltroons.  (The  pacha,  in  token  of 
contempt,  shut  his  eyes  and  breathed  forcibly,  in  a 
manner  somewhat  approximating  to  a whistle).  I 
owe  every  thing  to  the  Franks.” 

When  the  dragoman  had  finished  his  translation 
of  these  last  words,  Mehemet  Ali,  as  if  he  wished 
to  speak  directly  with  me,  repeated  very  emphati- 
cally “Oui,  oui,  les  Francs!  les  Francs!” 

“The  arsenal,”  observed  I,  “and  the  fleet,  which 
I have  inspected  in  detail,  interested  me  in  the 
highest  degree.” 

“Bravol  bravo!  But  I have  been  unable,  as  yet, 
to  cast  naval  guns;  though  I have  in  Cairo  three 
manufactories  of  arms,  which  supply  me  200  mus- 
kets daily.  They  are  not  bad;  but  certainly  not  so 


good  as  yours.  You  are  in  the  military  service  of 
the  king  of  Prussia.  In  what  corps?” 

“The  Uhlans.” 

“Masallah!  (a  favorite  exclamation  of  the  pacha), 
I always  have  a corps  of  Uhlans.” 

(The  pacha  here  entered  into  some  particulars 
concerning  his  army;  and  it  appeared  to  me  that 
there  was  some  degree  of  boasting  in  what  he  had 
said  on  the  subject,  as  well  as  his  manufactories  of 
muskets.  He  had  the  highest  opinion  of  the  Prus- 
sian army,  about  which  he  made  very  minute  in- 
quiries; but  his  know'ledge  of  it  was  very  imperfect. 
He  informed  me,  with  much  self-satisfaction,  'hat 
he  had  raised  a regiment  at  Balbac,  near  Damas- 
cus.) 

“As  you  wish  to  go  to  Syria,”  continued  he,  “I 
will  give  you  a firman.  Some  disturbances  have 
broken  out  there;  but  I have  sent  2,000  men  thi- 
ther, and  Ibrahim  pacha  will  soon  quell  them.” 

(He  smiled  complacently,  and  turned  to  a be}’, 

wno  at  iliut  ± The  bey  returned 

his  smile.  A letter  wras  brought  in — the'  pacha  or- 
dered it  to  be  read  to  him,  and  he  listened  to  its 
contents  with  intense  interest.  His  eyes  sparkled, 
and  he  moved  his  lips  like  one  speaking  to  himself. 
The  movement  of  his  head  seemed  to  indicate  that 
he  did  not  hear  distinctly,  though  his  sense  of  hear- 
ing is  peculiarly  acute).  He  afterwards  turned  to 
me,  and  said  “I  am  writing  the  history  of  my  life, 
but  it  will  not  contain  much  about  military  affairs. 
I intend  to  describe,  minutely,  all  the  plans  1 have 
put  into  practice  for  the  promotion  of  trade  and  ma- 
nufactures. I shall  finish  it  in  about  two  months.” 
“Your  highness’s  life  certainly  affords  the  most 
interesting  materials  for  writing  about.” 

“My  materials  are  here,”  (pointing  to  his  fore- 
head). 

“Your  highness  is  a living  book.” 

“Yes,”  said  the  pacha,  smiling,  “but  I wish  it 
irere  less  bulky.” 

Here  there  was  a short  pause;  and  thy  H n 

consul,  who  sat  upon  the  divan  with  us,  took  the 
opportunity  to  mention  that  he  had  recently  been 
appointed  consul  general.  Mehemet  Ali  made  no 
reply  to  this  observation,  and  continuing  to  address 
me,  said — 

“I  was  lately  nominated  a member  of  a learned 
society  in  Europe.” 

The  II n consul,  “of  Frankfort-on-the-'Maine. 

Your  highness,  I,  too,  have  the  honor  to  be  a mem- 
£>er  of  that  society.  His  majesty  the  king  appoint- 
ed me.” 

The  pacha,  (again  addressing  me).  “Has  the 
niofis?” 

I replied,  (as  a counterpoise  to  the  story  of  the 
rtvo  hundred  muskets),  “There  are  about  two  hun- 
dred cannon  cast  annually  in  the  country  itself, 
but  Prussia  has  one  million  besides.” 

The  pacha.  “Masallah!  Guns  are  the  most  im- 
portant objects  in  a state,  if  they  be  employed  only 
for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  peace,  and  shooting 
rebels.  A country  without  cannon  is  worse  than  a 
country  without  ploughs.  The  trade  of  Egypt  is 
at  present  very  flourishing.” 

“That  makes  the  people  happy,”  replied  I.  (I 
was,  nevertheless,  fully  convinced  of  the  untruth  of 
these  two  last  remarks  of  his  highness). 

The  H n consul.  “The  trade  of  Egypt  has 

flourished,  particularly  since  the  glorious  conquest 

of  Syria.  His  majesty  has  been  pleased  to” 

The  pacha,  (turning  to  me),  “When  you  travel 
in  Syria^you  must  always  wear  a sword,  for  the 
people  are  very  disorderly;  but  Ibrahim  pacha  will 
soon  put  all  things  to  rights.” 

The  H n consul,  (smiling,  by  way  of  com- 

plaisance). “Your  highness  has  shown  that  you 
knew  how  to  act  with  energy.  His  majesty  the 

king  has  been  pleased”^ 

The  pacha,  (to  me).  “I  am  glad  to  have  made 
your  acquaintance,  and,  if  you  remain  longer  in 
Alexandria,  I hope  I shall  see  you  again.” 

Having  said  this,  be  took  up  a letter  which  was 
lying  near  him,  and  began  to  read,  and  we  with- 
drew, making  a profound  obeisance.  In  the  ante- 
chamber the  H n consul  at  length  divested  him- 

self of  his  weighty  diplomatic  burden,  and,  after 
we  had  strode  over  a number  of  slippers,  many  of 
them  none  of  the  cleanest,  w ith  which  the  fiemr  was 
covered,  we  reached,  not  without  difficulty,  the 
great  marble  staircase,  at  the  toot  of  which  we 
found  our  horses.  I say,  not  without  difficulty,  for 
an  army  of  idle  attendants  and  palace  officers  per- 
formed the  part  of  mendicants  with  such  a furious 
earnestness  for  the  usual  oriental  bakshish,  or 
drink  money,  that  we  had  no  slight  labor  in  forcing 
our  way  through  the  compact  multitude.  We  had 
scarcely  satisfied  their  rapacity  by  a considerable 
present,  when  the  external  palace  guard  surround- 
ed us,  and  made  a similar  demand.  We  now  lost 
all  patience,  and,  amidst  cries  of  “hemshi  kelb!” 
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(come  back,  you  dog),  we  set  oil' at  full  gallop,  and 
escaped  these  mendicant  warriors. 

The  impression  which  Melieinit  Ali  produces  on 
foreigners  had  by  no  means  any  thing  in  common 
with  that  feeling  which  Ihe  presence  of  a European 
monarch  excites.  We  expect  a proud  and  imperi- 
ous oriental,  and  find,  at  least  in  appearance,  a 
kind,  friendly,  old  gentleman,  of  mild  and  cordial 
aspect.  But  the  expression  of  his  eye  betrays 
what  JYIehemet  Ali,  perhaps,  would  very  willingly 
conceal — an  impenetrable  character,  an  enigmatic 
depth  of  soul,  in  which  time,  which  could  not  de- 
stroy the  passions,  has  petrified  them. 

THE  INDEMNITY  LAW. 

Report  of  the  select  committee  of  the  Maryland  legis- 
lature appointed  to  examine  the  awards  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  under  the  indemnity  law. 

The  select  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
papers  transmitted  to  the  houic  muter  the  law  ol 
the  last  session,  to  provide  indemnity  lor  the  suf- 
ferers by  certain  riots  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  beg 
leave  to  make  the  following  report: 

That  they  hare  examined  those  papers,  and  find 
them  to  be  a copy  of  the  minutes  of  proceedings, 
and  the  original  vouchers  and  proofs  on  which  their 
award  was  founded.  From  a careful  examination 
of  them,  the  committee  have  compiled  the  state- 
ments appended  to  this  report,  to  which  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house  is  respectfully  invited.  Schedule 
A shows  the  aggregate  amount  allowed  to  each  in- 
dividual, and  the  total  sum  awarded  under  the  law. 
Schedules  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I and  K,  show  the 
items  for  which  indemnity  was  allowed,  the  proofs 
by  which  they  were  sustained,  and  the  whole  amount 
of  award  to  each  person.  The  original  papers  from 
which  these  statements  have  been  prepared,  furnish 
detailed  lists  of  the  various  articles  included  in  each 
item,  and  the  price  set  on  each.  In  no  instance 
was  any  allowance  made  where  the  article  was  not 
specifically  set  forth,  and  the  destruction  and  value 
established  on  the  proof  of  one  or  more,  persons. 

To  have  given  a list  of  all  the  articles  for  which 
indemnity  was  allowed,  would  have  extended  this 
report  to  a very  great  length,  without  any  adequate 
advantage,  and  therefore,  the  committee  have  deem- 
ed it  unnecessary  to  do  so.  All  the  information  es- 
sential to  a correct  understanding  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  commissioners,  it  is  believed,  is  furnished  in 
the  statements  annexed.  To  have  gone  more  into 
detail,  would  have  incurred  a heavy  charge  of  the 
state,  from  which  no  benefit  could  result. 

By  comparing  the  duties  anu  powers  or  tne  com- 
missioners under  the  law,  and  the  statements  annex- 
ed, it  will  readily  appear  that  they  have  acted  with 
perfect  fidelity,  and  were  fully  justified  in  making 
the  award  they  have  done,  by  the  evidence  before 
them. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  papers  be 
forthwith  returned  to  the  commissioners,  and  for 
that  purpose  herewith  report  an  order  directing  the 
clerk  to  transmit  them  immediately,  and  hope  it 
will  be  adopted  by  the  house. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  CRISFIELD, 

I.  D.  MAULSBY, 

WM.  H.  TUCK, 

HENRY  HARDING,  I g 

J.  R.  HOPEWELL,  J O 
By  order,  Benj.  Seegar,  clerk. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house,  be  and 

hereby  is  directed  to  return  to  the  commissioners 
under  the  indemnity  law  of  the  last  session,  the  pa- 
pers which  they  transmitted  to  the  house  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  order  of  the  31st  of  December  last. 

Schedules  accompanying  the  report  of  the  committee. 
schedule  a. 

Shewing  the  aggregate  amount  allowed  to  each  in- 
dividual and  the  total  sum  awarded  under  the 
law. 

To  Reverdy  Johnson,  $40,632  50 

John  Glenn,  37,270  65 

Jolin  B.  Mnrrii  and  Lydia  Hollingsworth,  16,825  92 

Evan  T.  Ellicott,  4,747  55 

Eleanor  Bond,  1,643  44 

Ebenezer  L.  Finley,  912  76 

Elizabeth  Patterson,  400  00 

J.  J.  Audubon,  120  00 

Charles  B.  Brown,  113  30 

Charles  Richardson,  16  42 


Total  amount  of  commissioners  awards  $102,682  54 

SCHEDULE  13. 

Shewing  the  amount  of  indemnity  awarded  to  Re- 
verdy Johnson  by  the  commissioners  under  the 
law  of  the  last  session — the  items  of  which  it  was 
made,  and  the  proof  before  the  commissioners. 

For  damages  done  to  dwelling  house  as 
per  estimate  proved  by  Jas.  W.  Col- 
lins and  Jehu  Gorsucb,  $15,969  50 


For  furniture  as  per  inventory  proved 
by  Reverdy  Johnson,  as  follows: 

In  drawing,  dining  room  and 

passage  6,047  05 

In  second  and  third  stories,  3,394  50 

In  nursery,  906  00 

In  study,  464  50 

In  kitchen,  268  25 

In  servants’  chamber,  134  00 

Glass  and  China,  518  12$ 

Wearing  apparel  of  family,  497  00 

House  linen,  1,392  50 

Miscellaneous  items  including 

plate,  823  00 

Groceries,  including  wine,  322  95 


Deduct  for  estimate  of  paper- 
ing included  in  damageo 
for  dwelling  house. 


14,767  87$ 


304  SO 


For  library  valued  and  proved  by  Loui3 
Eichelberger,  esq.  and  Mr.  Joseph 
Neal,  bookseller,  as  follows: 

Law,  7,090  00 

Miscellaneous,  1,200  00 


14,463  07$ 


8,200  00 

2,000  00 


1,632  57$ 


For  rent  of  dwelling  and  office, 

Whole  amount  allowed, 

SCHEDULE  C. 

Shewing  the  amount  of  indemnity  awarded  to  John 
B.  Morris  and  Lydia  Hollingsworth,  by  the  com- 
missioners under  the  law  of  last  session — the 
items  for  which  it  was  made,  and  the  proof  be- 
fore the  commissioners. 

For  damages  to  dwelling  house  made 
and  proved  by  Messrs.  Collins  and 
Gorsuch,  $3,461  51 

For  library,  as  per  catalogue,  valued  and 
proved  by  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Lucas, 
bookseller,  1,331  80 

For  rent  of  house,  900  00 

For  personal  clothing  of  Mr.  Morris,  as 

per  his  own  affidavit,  100  00 

For  furniture,  as  per  inventory,  proved 
by  Mr.  Morris  and  Miss  Hollings- 
worth, as  follows: 

In  drawing  room,  1,335  00 

In  dining  room,  1,056  00 

In  hall,  319  75 

In  Dassage.  second  story.  106  00 

In  front  chamber,  second  story,  517  00 

In  back  ditto  ditto  411  00 

In  small  front  ditto  46  00 

In  front  chamber,  third  story,  158  J) 0 
In  back  ditto  ditto  371  00 

In  chamber  in  back  building,  43  00 
In  breakfast  room,  234  50 

For  bed  linen,  including  cur- 
tains, quilts,  blankets,  case,  &C.631  80 
For  contents  of  garret,  227  00 

For  glass,  China  and  various  other 

articles,  including  groceries,  90.0  67 
For  table  linen  and  plate,  545  50 

For  wearing  apparel  of  Miss 
Hollingsworth,  Mrs.  Morris 
and  children,  1,221  37 

For  wine  and  spirits  of  Miss 
Hollingsworth,  282  00 

8,406  09 

For  171  doz.  bottles  of  wine,  as  per  in- 
ventory made  and  proved  by  Mr.  Mor- 
ris and  Mr.  J.  L.  M.  Smith,  who  im- 
ported and  sold  a larger  portion  of  it,  2,446  12 
For  other  spirits,  whiskey,  &c.  proved 

by  Mr.  Morris,  180  40 


In  back  ditto, 

In  front  nursery, 

In  back  ditto, 

In  front  basement, 

In  back  ditto, 

In  servant’s  room, 

In  closet  number  1,  containing 
glass,  China,  &c.  1 

In  closet  number  2, 

In  closets  in  breakfast  room. 

For  groceries  exclusive  of  wine,  260  00 
For  table  and  bed  linen, 

For  wearing  apparel  of  family,  830  00 
For  contents  of  smoke  house 
$60,  cellar  $71, 

For  miscellaneous  articles, 


150 

00 

135 

00 

98 

00 

148 

00 

157 

50 

62 

00 

,045 

00 

218 

00 

51 

25 

260 

00 

800 

00 

830 

00 

131 

00 

109 

00 

-$10,979  23 


For  library  as  per  estimate  proved  by 
Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Eichelberger,  Mr. 

Grafton  L.  Dulany,  as  follows: 

Law,  10,000  00 

Miscellaneous,  2,000  00 

$12,000  oo 

For  rent  of  house  and  office  1 year,  1,200  00 

For  from  3,500  to  4,000  bottles  of  wine, 
and  1 pipe  of  Madeira  wine,  and 
other  liquors  as  per  estimate  made 
and  proved  by  Mr.  Glenn  and  Win. 

H.  Gatcheil,  esq.  3,500  00 


$37,270  65 


Whole  amount  allowed, 

SCHEDULE  E. 

Shewing  the  amount  of  indemnity  awarded  to  Evan 
T.  Ellicott,  by  the  commissioners  under  the  law 
of  last  session,  the  items  for  which  it  was  made, 
and  the  proofs  before  the  commissioners. 

For  furniture  as  per  inventory  made  and 
proved  by  Evan  T.  Ellicott,  $3,547  65 

For  library  as  per  estimate  proved  by 
do.  and  known  to  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners, 1,200  00 


Whole  amount  allowed,  $16,825  92 

SCHEDULE  D. 

Showing  the  atnount  of  indemnify  awarded  to  John 
Glenn,  by  the  commissioners  under  the  law  of 
last  session,  the  items  of  which  were  made,  and 
the  proof  before  the  commissioners. 

For  damages  to  dwelling  house,  as  per 
estimate  made  and  proved  by  James 
W.  Collins,  • $9,591  40 


For  furniture  as  per  inventory  made  and 

proved  by  Mrs-  Glenn  and  Mrs.  Ach- 
sah  Wilkins,  as  follows: 

In  front  parlour, 

$1,947 

00 

In  back  ditto, 

1,312 

00 

In  breakfast  room, 

406 

50 

Tn  kitchen. 

106 

00 

In  hall. 

370 

00 

In  front  room,  second  story, 

995 

00 

In  back  ditto, 

564 

00 

In  dressing  room, 

210 

00 

In  passage,  second  story, 

600 

00 

In  front  room,  second  story, 

200 

00 

$4,747  55 

SCHEDULE  O. 

Shewing  the  amount  of  indemnity  awarded  to  Elea- 
nor Bond,  by  the  commissioners  under  the  lspw  of 
last  session,  the  items  for  which  it  was  made,  and 
the  proofs  before  the  commissioners. 

For  damages  to  dwelling  as  per  estimate 

made  and  proved  by  Mrs.  Bond,  $940  44 

For  furniture  as  per  ditto,  453  00 

For  rent  of  house  while  being  repaired,  250  00 

Whole  amount  allowed,  $1,643  44 

SCHEDULE  F. 

Shewing  the  amount  of  indemnity  awarded  to  Eli- 
zabeth Patterson  by  the  commissioners  under  the 
law  of  the  last  session— the  items  for  which  it 
was  made,  and  the  proof  before  the  commission- 
ers. 

For  1 silver  waiter  destroyed  in  Mr.  Morris’ 
house,  as  proved  by  her  and  Mr.  Morris,  and  worth 
as  per  proof  of  Mr.  Kirk,  silver  smitfy  $400  00. 

SCHEDULE  G. 

Shewing  the  amount  of  indemnity  awarded  to  J.  J. 
Audubon  by  the  commissioners,  under  the  law  of 
the  last  session — the  items  for  which  it  was  made 
and  the  proof  before  the  commissioners. 

For  1 box  containing  6 sets  of  Nos.  48  and  49  of 
“Audubon’s  birds  of  America,”  being  60  sheets,  at 
$20  each,  the  subscription  price,  and  proved  by 
Mr.  Morris,  $120. 

SCHEDULE  H. 

Shewing  th?  amount  of  indemnify  awarded  to  Ebe- 
nezer L.  Finley  by  the  commissioners,  under  the 
law  of  the  last  session — the  items  for  which  it 
was  made,  and  the  proof  before  the  commission- 
ers. 

For  damages  to  house  and  furniture, 
proved  by  E.  L.  Finley,  $565  55 

For  damage  to  orchard  and  garden  as 

per  do.  187  50 

For  rent  of  dwelling  while  being  re- 
paired, 159  71 


$912  76 


Wholo  eimonisl  ol1nu'«J, 

SCHEDULE  I. 

Shewing  the  amount  of  indemnify  awarded  to  Chas. 
R.  Brown,  by  the  commissioners,  under  the  law 
of  the  last  session — the  items  for  which  it  was 
made,  and  the  proof  before  the  commissioners. 
For  damages  done  to  dwelling  house  occupied  by 
Jesse  Hunt,  as  per  bills  proved  and  paid,  $113  30. 

SCHEDULE  JC. 

Shewing  the  amount  of  indemnify  awarded  to  Chas. 
Richardson,  by  the  commissioners  under  the  law 
of  the  last  session — the  items  for  which  it  was 
made,  and  the  proof  before  the  commissioners. 
■For  damages  to  dwelling  house,  as  per  estimate 
made  by  the  personal  inspection  of  the  commission- 
ers, $16  42. 
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A land  pirate.  At  the  circuit-court  of  the  United 
States,  in  session  at  Trenton,  N.  J.  judge  Baldwin 
presiding,  William  Platt,  the  land  pirate  and  justice 
of  the  peace,  who  was  indicted  sometime  ago  for 
plundering  goods  from  a wrecked  vessel,  was  ar- 
raigned and  pleaded  guilty  to  two  indictments.  He 
was  then  sentenced  by  judge  Balwin,  to  9 months 
imprisonment  at  hard  labor,  and  $750  fine  and 
costs,  on  the  indictments  against  him  for  robbing 
wrecked  vessels  atBarnegat.  The  sentence  was  thus 
lenient,  says  the  '‘Emporium,”  out  of  respect  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  grand  and  petit  jurors — and 
the  fact,  that  the  offences  which  originated  these 
prosecutions,  had  been  entirely  suppressed. 

Case  of  R.  H.  While.  We  learn  from  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  of  yesterday,  that  on  Thursday 
last,  in  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia,’now  holding  its  term  in  that  city,  came  on  for 
trial  (for  the  third  time,  the  two  previous  juries 
havin'1'  failed  to  agree  upon  a verdict)  the  indict- 
ment against  R.  PI.  White,  for  burning  the  treasury 
building,  in  that  city,  in  March,  1833.  Several 
witnesses  were  examined  for  the  prosecution,  and 
some  depositions  read.  The  evidence  for  the  pro- 
secution having  been  ’gone  through,  (much  the 
same  as  on  former  trials),  the  court  adjourned  at  a 
little  before  5 o’clock,  until  the  next  day. 

Furniture  sales  are  now  all  the  go.  Every  day 
families  and  fashionable  people  are  breaking  up 
house  keeping,  reducing  their  establishments,  and 
preparing  to  emigrate  to  the  west.  Some  of  the 
most  splendid  furniture  has  been  sold  recently. 
Yesterday  three  or  four  such  sales  took  place  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  city.  During  the  recent  ex- 
pansions and  speculations,  men  and  pretty  new  mar- 
ried women  expended  as  much  in  the  way  of  fur- 
nishinn-  houses  and  fitting  up  establishments  as 
would°pay  a national  debt.  Many  of  these  must 
now  come  under  the  hammer.  [IV.  Y.  Herald. 

Issue  of  bills.  A bill  to  restrain  banks  from  issp- 
inc  their  notes  otherwise  than  for  immediate  circu- 
lation was  read  in  the  house  a third  time  yesterday, 
and  passed  to  be  engrossed  for  concurrence. 

{Boston  Allas. 

Mr.  Madison’s  works.  It  is  stated  in  the  Rich- 
mond Enquirer,  that  the  correspondence  and  other 
writings  of  Mr.  Madison  which  have  been  selected 
for  tbs’ press  (exclusive  of  debates,  &c.)  will  con- 
tain matter  sufficient  to  form  six  volumes,  at  least, 
of  equal  size  with  Tucker’s  Life  of  Jefferson.  Three 
volumes  (among  them  the  constitutional  one),  are 
ready  for  publication,  and  parts  of  others,  equal  to 
one  entire  volume,  have  been  transcribed.  Three 
will  be  of  an  historical  nature  legislative  and  admi- 
nistrative; and  including  of  the  former,  proceedings  of 

the  Virginia  legislature  before,  and  of  the  congress 
from  the  commencement  of  the  new  government,  till 
the  close  of  his  service  in  those  bodies;  tracing  re- 
publican views  of  the  events  of  the  latter  period,  and 
running  through  subsequent  administrations.  The 
subjects  of  the  residue  of  his  writings  are  political, 
political  economy,  law  of  nations,  judicial,  &c.  and 
miscellaneous. 

Silk.  Such  is  the  improvement  and  progress  in 
silk  manufacture  in  Hartford  and  other  places  in 
New  England,  that  the  New  Haven  Herald  thinks 
America3  will  in  a few  years  export  silks  of  plain 
manufacture,  as  she  has  for  some  time  those  of 
plain  cotton  stuffs.  The  Hartford  establishment 
already  furnishes  fifty  pounds  of  sewing  silk  per 
week.  This  article  is  taking  the  precedence  in  the 
market  over  the  foreign. 

A silk  factory  has  been  established  recently  at 
Nantucket,  which  is  said  to  be  in  a flourishing  con- 
dition, and  which  has  turned  out  a lot  of  silk  goods, 
consistin'1-  of  vestings,  aprons,  handkerchiefs,  scarfs, 
&c.  pronounced  by  the  Providence  Journal  to  be 
superior  in  fabric  and  finish  to  any  thing  heretofore 
produced  in  this  country. 

Dr.  Wm.  D.  Jenks,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and 
intelligent  citizens  of  Frederick,  Md.  has  made  a 
snirite3!  effort  to  introduce  the  culture  of  the  mul- 

tfoi u-y  into  -wooten  I acvliuu  the  oicitsr.  HUlTing 

the  present  spring  he  has  planted  20,000  white  mul- 
berry trees  of  one  year’s  growth,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Frederick,  and  intends  planting  the  same  num- 
ber during  the  next  year.  The  enterprise  and  in- 
telligence of  this  gentleman  deserve  success,  and 
he  will  achieve  it. 

Panther  fight.  The  Yazoo,  Miss.  Register  of  the 
18th  ult.  says — “A’keel  boat  in  ascending  the  Ya- 
zoo river  last  week,  lay  by  for  the  night;  and  about 
9 o’clock,  while  the  crew  were  seated  in  the  cabin, 
a large  panther  sprang  in  at  the  door  and  seized  one 
of  the  men  by  the  shoulder.  The  other  three  men 
rushed  to  his  assistance,  and  endeavored,  in  vain,  to 
extricate  him  from  the  terrible  jaws  of  the  monster; 


I one  of  them  took  up  a rifle  and  levelled  it  at  the 
panther,  but  it  missed  fire;  he  then  obtained  a 
Bowie  knife  and  plunged  it  into  the  heart  of  the 
beast.  The  poor  boatman  wras  most  horribly  man- 
gled, having  had  his  shoulder  nearly  torn  off  and 
his  body  lacerated  by  the  claws  of  the  infuriated 
monster.” 

A catfish!  An  Alabama  paper  says  that  a gen- 
tleman by  the  name  of  Richardson,  lately  caugilt  in 
the  Tennessee  river,  a cat  fish  that  weighed  one 
hundred  and  eighteen  pounds — and  measured  five 
feet  two  inches  in  length,  four  feet  round  the  mid- 
dle of  its  body,  and  12  inches  between  the  eyes. 

Virginia.  The  board  of  public  works  of  this 
state?  have  invited  proposals  for  a loan  to  the  state 
of  Virginia  of  one  million  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  to  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, payable  half  yearly.  The  proceeds  are  to  be 
applied  to  the  construction  of  the  James  river  and 
Kanawha  canal,  and  other  works  in  which  the  state 
is  a stockholder. 

Appointment  by  the  president.  James  Maxwell,  of 
Philadelphia,  to  be  melter  and  refiner  of  the  branch 
mint  at  New  Orleans. 

The  officers  of  the  second  municipality  police 
made  a fine  haul  of  blacklegs,  thieves,  gamblers  and 
ruffians  on  Tuesday  evening.  Among  the  distin- 
gues,  are  the  honorable  Reuben  Rynds,  Henry  Clark- 
son and  Wm.  Glenn,  alias  Boston  Bill.  They  were 
brought  up  before  the  court,  and  after  examination 
sentenced  to  prison  as  vagrants,  loafers,  or  suspi- 
cious persons; — one  for  90  days,  and  the  other  two 
for  30  days  each.  Let  the  officers  do  their  duty  and 
the  second  municipality  will  cease  to  be  the  place 
of  refuge  for  the  offcasts  of  the  earth. 

{New  Orleans  American  April  12. 

Death  of  a revolutionary  soldier.  Died  at  Mason, 
New  Hampshire,  March  5,  Mr.  Oliver  Elliot,  aged 
102  years  6 months  and  12  days,  a soldier  in  the 
French  war  of  1756,  and  in  the  revolution.  To  the 
power  of  attorney  for  drawing  his  pension  this  vete- 
ran subscribed  his  name  with  his  own  hand  on  the 
4th  of  September  last. 

Wool.  The  Northampton  Courier  remarks  that 
the  stock  of  wool  on  hand  is  unusually  large.  The 
new  clip  will  come  in  in  a few  weeks,  and  as  the 
times  are  hard,  there  is  prospects  that  prices  must 
fall.  A letter  from  a wool  grower  in  Vermont,  in  our 
possession,  says  the  prices  in  that  vicinity  were 
held  so  high  last  fall,  that  manufacturers  would  not 
purchase  and  at  the  present  time,  ine  larger  pan  oi 
the  old  clip  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  growers,  but 
offered  now  at  prices  below  those  of  last  autumn. 

Wheat,  rye,  fyc.  The  holders  of  grain  in  the  in- 
terior continue  to  send  it  to  this  city,  as  they  have 
been  accustomed  to  do  heretofore  not  being  aware 
that  it  bears  a better  price  at  almost  any  given  place 
this  side  the  Alleghany  than  it  does  here.  It  is  well 
for  them  to  learn  that  we  are  not  only  amply  sup- 
plied with  grain  from  Europe,  but  that  we  are  actu- 
ally sending  it  into  the  interior  at  a profit.  A note 
from  one  of  the  largest-  wheat  and  flour  factors  in 
this  city  to  us,  states  that  “most  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia wheat  sold  lately,  is  sold  to  go  up  the  Schuyl- 
kill in  boats,  or  is  hauled  some  distance  into  the  in- 
terior by  wagons.  This  causes  no  inconsiderable 
loss  and  waste  which  fall  upon  the  owners.”  The 
same  remark,  the  writers  think,  will  apply  to  New 
York  and  Baltimore — wheat  having  been  shipped 
from  New  York  to  Troy  and  Albany,  which  on  its 
way  met  cargoes  coining  from  those  places  to  New 
York. 

We  are  informed  b}'  the  house  alluded  to  that  the 
late  importations  of  wheat  from  Europe,  have  been 
of  the  new  crop  which  is  of  the  best  quality — en- 
tirely different  from  the  first  cargoes  received. 

[ Philadelphia  Com. 

Green  peas  made  their  first  appearance  in  the  Sa- 
vannah market,  nn  the  11th  instant. 

The  French  frigates  Sirene  and  Androipede  went 
to  sea  from  Hampton  Roads  on  Sunday  last. 

The  Creek  Indians.  A letter  from  Fort  Gibson 
dated  April  1st,  states  that  the  Creek  Indians  have 
been  to  and  examined  their  new  country,  and  are 
not  satisfied  with  it— as  a proof  of  which,  they  are 
returning  in  small  parties  of  from  twenty  to  thirty, 
on  their  way  back  to  Florida,  as  they  say.  Apoth- 
le-ho-la,  their  chief,  has  resolved  so  soon  as  he  is 
prepared,  to  go  and  lake  a more  congenial  country 
in  Texas.  He  says  he  wishes  to  have  a part  of  the 
Choctaw’s  nation;  he  has  also  sent  an  agent  to  the 
chief  of  the  Comanches  to  know  if  he  will  give  him 
a fine  country. 

Naval.  A slip  from  the  Norfolk  Herald,  dated 
the  16th  inst.  says:  The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Fair- 
field,  commander  Mayo,  dropped  down  from  the  na- 


vy yard  on  Thursday  to  the  anchorage  off  the  navy 
hospital,  preparatory  to  her  departure  for  the  Bra- 
zil station.. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Erie,  com.  Renshaw,  was 
at  St.  Catharine’s,  Brazil,  1st  Feb.  All  well. 

The  U.  S.  ship  St.  Louis,  capt.  Paine,  and  schr. 
Grampus,  lieutenant  commandant  McIntosh,  sailed 
from  Port  an  Prince  29th  ult.  on  a cruise;  officers 
and  crew  all  well. 

Admiral  Duportet,  of  the  frigate  Sirene,  and  cap- 
tain Villeneuve,  of  the  Andromede,  visited  the  na- 
vy yard  at  Norfolk  on  Monday  the  10th  instant,  on 
which  occasion,  a salute  was  fired  from  the  frigate 
Java,  flag  ship. 

Coal  trade  of  the  Monongahela  river.  The  Pitts- 
burgh Times  states  that  the  hills  on  both  sides  of 
this  river,  for  nearly  or  quite  its  whole  distance,  are 
full  of  the  best  kind  of  bituminous  coal.  The  sup- 
ply is  inoxhaustihle;  and  the  demand,  already  con- 
siderable, is  likely  to  become  almost  incalculable. 
For  man}1  years  past,  immense  quantities  have  been 
shipped  from  that  city  and  neighborhood  to  western 
and  south  western  towns,  from  the  head  of  the  Ohio 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  Recently,  Phila- 
delphia has  become  a customer;. and  the  demand  at 
the  eastward  for  Monongahela  eoal,  may  one  day 
perhaps  equal  that  at  the  south  west.  As  all  that 
goes  eastward  must  be  transhipped  at  that  city, 
Pittsburgh  must  of  course  largely  participate  in  the 
benefits  of  the  new  trade,  no  matter  at  what  par- 
ticular point  on  the  river  the  article  may  be  obtain- 
ed. The  Monongahela  coal  beside  being  the  best 
in  the  world  for  gas  light,  has  also  been  proved  the 
cheapest  and  best  for  a variety  of  manufacturing 
piurposcs. 

Quick  travelling.  The  New  Haven  Herald  of  Sa- 
turday, mentions  the  arrival  in  that  city  of  a gen- 
tleman and  two  ladies,  at  1 o’clock  on  that  after- 
noon, from  New1  York,  who  had  left  Boston  for  that 
city  by  way  of  Providence,  at  1 o’clock  on  the  pre- 
ceding afternoon.  They  had  made  the  journey  to 
New  York,  accomplished  their  visit  in  that  city, 
which  must  have  been  of  short  duration,  on  Satur- 
day morning,  and  had  arrived  thus  far  on  their  re- 
turn to  Boston,  all  in  the  space  of  24  hours. 

Mr.  Webster.  The  New  York  Commercial  Ad- 
vertiser says — We  understand  his  intention  to  be, 
to  leave  Boston  about  the  first  of  May,  with  his 
family,  for  the  west,  with  a view  of  informing  him- 
self, by  personal  observation,  of  the  wealth  and  re- 
ego ia.ro o c ©f~  tho  -v-evot  tranomo-ntant;  region  belonging 
to  this  republic.  He  will  proceed  from  New  York 
to  Philadelphia — thence  to  Harrisburgh — and  thence 
to  Pittsburgh.  Descending  the  Ohio  to  Kentucky, 
lie  will  visit  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Crittenden.  From 
thence  he  will  probably  drop  further  down  the  great 
water  courses  to  St.  Louis.  Returning  to  Cincin- 
nati, he  wdll  strike  off  thence  through  the  states 
of  Indiana  and  Illinois — thence  to  Wisconsin,  and 
thence  home  by  the  way  of  the  great  lakes.  It  is  a 
splendid  tour  which  he  proposes;  and  our  friends  at 
the  west  may  rely  upon  it,  that  nothing  worthy  of 
the  observation  of  a statesman,  will  escape  his  at- 
tention. Cherishing  the  union,  as  Daniel  Webster 
does,  with  his  whole  heart  and  soul,  and  capable, 
as  his  great  mind  is,  of  grasping  all  the  multifa- 
rious interests  of  every  section  at  once,  it  is  well 
that  such  a man — from  whose  past  services  so  much 
of  advantage  to  the  cduntry  may  be  argued  for  the 
future — should  become  thoroughly  acquainted,  not 
only  with  the  resources  and  the  wants,  but  with  the 
people  and  geography  of  the  whole  union. 

Mail  burnt.  P.  O.  New  Orleans,  April  1837. 
Sir:  I have  just  learned  that  the  mail  made  up  at 
this  office  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of  March,  and 
despatched  on  board  the  steamer  Fancy,  w7as  burnt 
on  the  night  of  the  25th,  about  ten  miles  below  St. 
Francisville,  La.  Enclosed  you  have  a list  of  the 
mails  lost.  I have  the  honor’  to  be,  with  much  re- 
spect, your  obedient  servant,  Wm.  H.  Keh. 

Hon.  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster  general. 

Mails  made  up  at  the  post  offioo,  Now  Orleans, 
on  the  night  of  the  23d  March,  and  burnt  on  board 
the  steamboat  Fancy,  on  the  night  of  the  25th 
March,  1S37:  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Louisville,  Ky. 
Louisville,  Ky.  for  distribution;  Vicksburg,  Miss. 
Grand  Gulf,  Miss.  Natchez,  Miss.  Port  Gibson, 
Miss.  Natchez,  Miss,  for  distribution. 

A Georgia  paper  mentions  that  upwards  of  100,000 
dollars  have  been  subscribed  by  the  citizens  of 
Wilkes  county  for  the  erection  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  college  at  Washington,  in  that  state. 

Perkins,  wdio  was  arrested  some  time  ago  near 
Richmond,  on  a charge  of  being  concerned  in  the 
robbery  of  bank  notes’in  a trunk  cut  off  from  the 
Lynchburg  stage,  was  tried  last  week,  found  guilty, 
and  sentenced  to  three  and  a half  years  imprison- 
ment in  the  penitentiary. 
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PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 

{Yj-Tfie  reports  of  the  committee,  (the  majority’s 
and  minority’s),  appointed  to  investigate  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  executive  departments  have  been 
administered,  are  published  in  the  present  sheet. — 
We  will  follow  them  up  with  the  testimony  taken 
before  the  committee,  additional  interest  to  which  is 
imparted  by  gen.  Jackson’s  comments  upon  the 
statement  of  judge  White.  Seepage  131. 

The  money  market.  By  the  arrival  of  the 
ship  George.  Washington  at  New  York  from  Liver- 
pool, with  London  advices  to  the  23d  and  Liver- 
pool to  the  21th  ult.  it  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to 
p*  page  132,  (fiat  a a arrangement  has  been  made,  or  at 
least  is  in  contemplation,  by  the  bank  of  England 
to  sustain  the  houses  engaged*  in  the  American 
trade  to  the  amount  of  v£5!)0,000,  which  sum,  it 
was  supposed,  would  be  sufficient  to  enable  them  to 
meet  present  engagements.  Private  advices,  it  h 
stated,  were  also  received  by  the  same  arrival,  autho- 
rising the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  draw  on  the 
bank  of  England  for  £2,000,000  sterling,  about 
yl0,000,000.  This  timely  aid  with  the  arrange- 
ments made  by  the  banks  for  taking  the  New  York 
state  loan  of  three  and  a half  millions,  had  produced 
a rather  better  state- of  feeling,  but  is  not  regarded 
as  a remedy  for  the  general  derangement  and  dis- 
tress which  prevails;  and  it  will  be  seen  by  the  ac- 
count of  the  meeting  of  merchants  held  on  Tues- 
day evening  last,  that  a direct  appeal  is  to  be  made 
to  the  president  to  repeal  the  treasury  circular,  to 
suspend  all  suits  upon  bonds  until  January  next, 

• and  to  convoke  congress  at  an  early  period,  that 
measures  may  be  adapted  to  check  the  embarrass- 
ments of  the  country.  The  co-operation  of  the  other 
commercial  cities  of  the  union  13  solicited  to  effect 
t '■  -e  objects,  and  it  is  believed  it  will  be  zealously 
afforded. 

The  three  houses  in  England  so  largely  connect- 
ed with  the  American  trade,  to  which  the  bank  of 
England  has  extended  its  aid,  are  stated  to  be 
Messrs.  Tl ns.  Willson  §•  Son,  Taos.  Wildes  4-  Co. 
and  Timothy  Wiggins.  The  New  York  American 
says:  “There  seems  to  exist  no  doubt  in  the  best 
informed  quarters  here,  that  this  arrangement  may 
be  considered  as  having  been  consummated,  and 
we  look  upon  this  result  together  with  that  of  the 
credit  for  about  ten  millions  of  dollars  opened  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  by  the  bank  of  England, 
as  saving  this  city  and  the  country  at  large,  from  a 
vast  increase  of  suffering. ” 

The  distress  among  the  laboring  classes  in  N.  York 
is  excessive,  and  the  “Herald”  states  that  there  are 
probably'at  this  moment,  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand 
persons  out  of  employment.  On  the  24th  inst.  a 
petition  was  presented  to  the  common  council  from 
a large  number  of  operatives,  asking  employment 
and  declaring  that  they  are  without  the  common  ne- 
cessaries of  life! 

Among  other  incidents  of  the  money  market  in 
New  York,  it  is  stated  that  a draft  of  gen.  Jackson’s 
for  $3,000  had  been  returned  protested.  The  draft 
was  based  upon  the  supposition  that  cotton  was 
worth  15  cents  per  pound,  whereas  its  price  is  only 
8 cents. 

In  Boston  the  state  of  affairs  is  said  to  be  bad. 
During  the  previous  week  several  large  houses  had 
failed,  and  the  Courier  of  Monday  says — “All  sorts 
of  business  seems  to  be  at  a stop,  and  each  one 
seems  to  be  afraid  of  his  neighbor.  The  failure  of 
three  very  large  houses  on  Saturday  caused  a great 
deal  of  excitement,  and  it  is  feared  that  they  will 
oblige  others  (who  have  heretofore  depended’upon 
the  credit  of  at  least  one  of  them)  to  suspend  pay- 
ments to-day. 

The  firm  of  Cragin,  Cleveland  & Co.  which  sus- 
pended payment  some  days  ago,  did  not  cause  tile 
stoppage  of  the  Chelsea  bank.  The  demands  against 
them  are  not  yet  due,  and  when  due  will  undoubt- 
edly be  paid. 

A vessel  arrived  at  Boston  on  Saturday  from 
G layaquil,  with  nearly  $50,000  in  specie. 

In  New  Orleans  no  improvement  had  taken  place 
and  produce  was  very  low. — Cotton  was  a drug; 
sales  had  been  male  at  8 to  9]  cents.  Flour  was 
selling  at  $6  25. 

_ Upwards  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  spe- 
cie arrived  at  New  Orleans  on  the  19th,  from  Tam- 
pico and  Metamoras. 

Onr  dates  fro  n Mobile  are  to  the  22d.  The 
“Register”  of  that  date  says  — 
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“The  difficulties  and  distress  attending  every 
tiling  relating  to  money  continue  their  pressure  in 
this  community  with  unabated  severity.”  The  sales 
of  cotton  during  the  week  ending  on  the  21st,  are 
estimated  at  1,500  bales,  at  7 a 13  cents,  principally 
at  S a 10  cents;  Jlmir  $3  a 8 75;  corn  85  cents;  lard 
9 a 10  cents,  dull;  sugar  6 cents;  whiskey,  common, 
33  cents. 

BOSTON. 

Business  in  Boston.  The  Atlas  of  the  19th  inst. 
says:  There  have  been  during  the  last  ten  days 
five  or  six  large  failures  in  this  city— all  of  them  of 
houses  esteemed  two  months  since  not  only  per- 
fectly solvent,  and  abundantly  able  to  meet,  all  their 
engagements,  but  removed  from  all  apprehension 
of  disaster,  of  credit  undoubted  and  resources  un- 
limited. 

The  failure  of  these  houses  created  much  sur- 
prise— but  we  understand  that  most  of  them  show 
a large  amount  of  property,  which,  in  ordinary 
times,  would  be  amply  competent  to  the  payment 
of  their  debts,  and  leave  them  with  a considerable 
surplus. 

NEW  YORK. 

From  the  Courier  and  Enquirer  of  April  25. 

We  are  happy  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  an- 
nounce, that  tne  canal  commissioners,  who  are  now 
in  this  city,  have  sold  to  our  principal  city  banks 
the  bonds  of  the  state  for  the  loans  authorised  to  be 
raised  for  the  completion  of  the  Chenango,  and  the 
construction  of  the  Black  River  and  Genesee  Val- 
vey  canals — amounting  i.u  all,  to  three  millions  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  state  bonds  will  immediately  be  sent  to 
England  and  sold,  and  of  course  our  banks  will  at 
once  draw  against  them.  As  no  part  of  the  money 
is  immediately  required  by  the  state,  and  most  of 
it  will  not  be  required  lor  some  years,  it  follows,  of 
course,  that  this  arrangement  is  equivalent  to  a loan 
to  our  banks  of  the  credit  of  the  state  for  $3,30:), 000. 

The  aspect  of  affairs  is  decidedly  brighter  in  Wail 
street  to-day,  and  if  the  executive  would  now  repeal 
the  specie  circular,  all  would  be  well. 

From  the  New  York  American,  April  25. 

One  o'clock.  Every  tiling  looks  brighter  to-day. 
The  stocks  though  they  have  risen  a little,  fail  to 
indicate  how  much  confidence  is  reviving. 

We  have  reason  to  think  the  banks  will  consent 
to  the  proposition  detailed  in  another  column,  re- 
specting state  stock,  which  is  very  important;  and 
what  is  scarcely  less  so,  the  first  wave  of  the  re- 
turning flow  of  specie  from  the  west  reached  us 
yesterday  in  the  shape  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  from 
Michigan. 

The  tide  once  set  this  way,  will  flow  till  the  equi- 
librium is  restored. 

Courage  then,  and  mutual  aid,  and  generous  con- 
fidence, and  what  may  yet  be  saved,  will  be. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Jour.  Commerce,  April  25,  2 P.M. 

Country  money.  We  are  glad  to  learn  that  ar- 
rangements have  been  made  by  the  proper  officers; 
so  that  ample  funds  are  provided  for  the  redemption 
of  country  bank  bills,  at  least  all  safety  fund  notes. 

The  arrangement  mentioned  in  our  morning  edi- 
tion respecting  the  state  loan  of  three  and  a half 
millions,  has  been  made  with  the  banks. 

From  the  New  York  Post,  April  25. 

Money  market. 

Remarks.  The  stocks  sold  at  the  board  this  morn- 
ing at  much  improved  rates,  and  every  thing  has 
an  upward  tendency.  The  news  from  England 
yesterday  had  an  auspicious  effect  in  the  money 
market.  People  wear  smiling  countenances,  and 
confidence  seems  about  to  be  restored.  No  failures 
reported  yesterday,  a circumstance  worthy  of  note, 
as  scarcely  a day  for  the  last  month  lias  gone  by 
without  some  occurrence  of  the  kind.  In  fine,  we 
doubt  much  whether  these  stoppages  will  be  so 
frequent  as  heretofore,  because  if  confidence  is  re- 
stored, men  will  be  able  to  realize  their  securities. 

From,  the  N.  Y.  Commercial,  April  25. 

Wall  street — one  o’clock.  It  is  with  no  ordinary 
degree  of  pleasure  that  we  have  to  record  a consi- 
derable improvement  in  the  stock  market — the  re- 
sult of  yesterday’s  intelligence  by  the  George  Wash- 
ington. 

Stocks  have  advanced  this  morning  from  one  to 
four  and  a half  per  cent.  United  States  opened  at 
113,  and  left  off  at  117,  which  is  an  advance  of  4^ 

I on  the  cash  sale3  of  yesterday.  Delaware  and  Hud- 


son advanced  34  per  cent.  Farmers’  Trust,  2£. — 
The  rail  road  stocks  are  up  from  1 to  2 \ above  the 
prices  of  yesterday.  The  western  stocks  are  more 
firm. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Express,  April  25. 

“ Tuesday, P.  M.  We  are  rejoiced  to  witness  a lit- 
tle brighter  feeling  in  the  money  market.  Stocks 
went  up  from  one  to  four  per  cent,  and  there  was 
quite  a disposition  to  invest.  The  spirit  of  specu- 
lation is  not  extinct — the  moment  there  is  a chance 
to  make  a dollar,  both  capital  and  money  appear  to 
embrace  it.  The  comptroller  of  the  state  is  here, 
and  has  made  an  arrangement  to  sell  to  our  banks 
about  three  millions  of  state  stock  on  time; — this 
arrangement  will  help  our  banks  and  the  public 
much,  and  has  contributed  to  make  things  belter. 

Stocks  are  all  better  to-day,  from  one  to  three 
per  cent.  United  States  bank  sold  for  cash  at  117, 
while  on  time  there  were  no  buyers  at  113.  This 
is  owing  to  the  fact  that  purchasers  had  to  fulfil 
contracts.  Bank  stocks  are  heavy.  Moneyed  men 
are  fearful  of  the  bad  debts  they  may  make,  and 
which  may  affect  dividends.  Rail  roads  now  en- 
joy greater  confidence  from  the  fact  that  they  can- 
not discount  bad  paper.  Delaware  and  Hudson, 
the  foot  ball  stock,  which  is  quickest  affected,  went 
up  lour  per  cent,  advance.  It  is  surprising  to  see, 
that  whenever  there  is  the  slightest  chance  for  spe- 
culation, there  is  both  dormant  capital  and  disposi- 
tion to  embrace  it.” 

The  New  York  safety  fund  hanks  are  selling  at 
two  per  cent,  discount  in  New  York  city;  and  it 
appears  that  the  notes  of  some  of  those  banks  have 
been  discredited  by  the  safety  fund  banks  in  Albany. 
The  following  explanation  of  that  fact  is  published 
in  the  Argus  at  the  request  of  the  comptroller. 

“The  canal  tolls  are  deposited  in  certain  banks, 
under  an  agreement  to  receive  from  the  collectors 
daily  the  tolls  received  by  them,  and  to  pay  the 
amount  thus  collected  in  funds  current  at  Albany 
on  the  16th  day  of  the  month  subsequent  to  that  in 
which  the  tolls  are  received.  AVhen  the  banks  in 
Albany  protest  the  drafts  of  their  corresponding 
banks  in  the  country,  and  the  drafts  which  were 
given  for  the  redemption  of  their  bills  are  permitted 
to  lie  over,  (and  this  has  been  the  case  in  three  or 
four  instances),  the  bills  of  such  banks  m not  con- 
sidered ‘current  and  in  good  credit’  by  the  comp- 
troller, and  he  cannot  interfere  and  say  that  the  de- 
posite  bank  shall  receive  such  bills  under  the  ex- 
isting agreement.” 

A bill  has  passed  the  N.  York  house  of  assembly, 
to  a third  reading,  by  a vote  of  66  to  24,  providing 
that  any  safety  fund  bank,  which  shall  refuse  to 
receive  at  par  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  it  and 
payable  at  its  counter,  the  bills  of  any  other  safety 
fund  bank  not  insolvent,  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
violated  its  charter. 

The  proposition  stated  below  has  been  agreed  1o 
by  the  New  York  banks,  and  with  the  news  from 
England  has  had  a favorable  effect  upon  the  money 
market  in  New  York. 

From  the  N,  Y.  American  of  the  2 5th  inst. 

An  important  proposition,  the  result  of  a confer- 
ence between  the  officers  of  the  state  government, 
and  the  committee  of  merchants  appointed  at  the 
meeting  in  the  mayor’s  office,  is  now  under  consi- 
deration with  our  city  banks. 

It  is  that  they  should  take  at  par  the  three  million 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  five  per  cent,  stock 
which  the  state  is  authorised  to  issue  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Genesee  Valley  and  the  Black  Ri- 
ver canals,  and  the  completion  of  the  Chenango  ca- 
nal— and  pay  for  it  in  instalments,  as  may  be  re- 
quired for  the  works  in  question. 

The  banks  might  then  soil  this  stock  for  money 
or  notes,  and  it  would  form  a safe  and  sure  remit- 
tance to  Europe.  In  this  way,  the  capital  of  the 
banks  would  be  augmented  to  the  amount  of  the 
stock  taken,  less  some  eleven  or  twelve  hundred 
thousand  dollars  of  canal  stocks,  redeemable  in  Ju- 
ly next,  which  these  banks  would  pay — their  abili- 
ty to  discount  would  be  proportionally  increased, 
and  their  specie  would  be  guarded  by  this  additional 
resource  for  foreign  remittances. 

MEETING  IN  NEW  YORK. 

From  the  Mercantile  Advertiser  of  Wednesday. 

Last  evening  the  call  for  a meeting  to  take  into 
consideration  the  present  commercial  distress,  and 
to  devise  measures  for  relief  was  responded  to  by 
one  of  the  largest,  the  most  respectable,  and  the 
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most  orderly  we  have  ever  witnessed.  No  excite- 
ment or  tumult  was  visible,  in  the  large  assembly 
which  filled  the  hall  completely,  and  a great  num- 
ber were  unable  to  procure  entrance — a few  mi- 
nutes before  8 o’clock,  the  meeting  was  called  to 
order  by  Mr.  Charles  Kelsey,  who  nominated  as 
president,  Philip  Hone,  esq.;  and  Jas.  W.  Otis 
nominated  the  following  gentlemen  as  vice  presi- 
dents and  secretaries,  viz: 

Vice  presidents 

Nathaniel  Weed,  Meigs  D.  Benjamin, 

Sheppard  Knapp,  George  S.  Robbins, 

Thomas  Tilesicm,  Charles  Kelsey, 

Benjamin  Loder,  John  Stevens. 

ggZASf  } 

After  the  meeting  was  declared  organized,  the 
president  made  a short  and  extremely  pertinent 
address,  which  was  listened  to  with  great  attention. 
He  dwelt  on  the  present  distressed  state  of  the 
times,  and  the  necessity  for  action  on  the  part  of 
the  merchants  of  New  York,  so  deeply  implicated 
by  the  ill  advised  measures  of  the  administration. 
On  the  right  of  petition  and  remonstrance,  inherit- 
ed from  our  fathers,  and  on  the  duty  of  the  execu- 
tive to  listen  to  it  with  respect  and  attention.  He 
deprecated  all  excitement — all  popular  feeling — all 
connexion  with  party,  and  expressed  his  firm  opi 
nion,  from  the  respectability  and  intelligence  of  the 
assembly,  that  nothing  of  the  kind  would  be  at- 
tempted, and  was  louldly  cheered  throughout. 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  inserted  below 
were  then  moved  by  Simeon  Draper,  esq.  in  an 
appropriate  speech.  They  were  seconded  by  Mr. 
jBryan  of  the  firm  of  Boyd,  Hurd  and  Bryan,  who 
review'ed  the  causes  of  the  present  embarrassments 
in  the  commercial  world,  and  earnestly  deprecated 
all  violent  movements;  they  were  then  adopted. 

Whereas  the  great  commercial  interests  of  our 
city  have  nearly  reached  a point  of  general  ruin — 
our  merchants  driven  from  a state  of  prosperity  to 
that  of  unprecedented  difficulty  and  bankruptcy— 
the  business,  activity  and  energy,  which  have  here 
tofore  made  us  the  polar  star  of  the  new  world,  is 
daily  sinking  and  taking  from  us  the  fruits  of  years 
of  industry — reducing  the  aged  among  us  who  but 
yesterday  were  sufficiently  in  affluence,  to  a state  of 
comparative  want;  and  blighting  the  prospects,  and 
blasting  the  hopes  of  the  young  throughout  our  once 
prosperous  land;  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  express  to 
the  country  our  situation  and  desires,  while  yet 
there  is  time  to  retrace  error,  and  secure  those  rights 
and  perpetuate  those  principles  which  were  be 
queathed  us  by  our  fathers,  and  which  we  are  bound 
to  make  every  honorable  effort  to  maintain.  There 
fore. 

Resolved,  That  the  wide  spread  disaster  which 
has  overtaken  the  commercial  interests  of  the  coun 
try,  and  which  threatens  to  produce  general  bank 
ruptcy,  may  be  in  a great  measure  ascribed  to  the 
interference  of  the  general  government  with  the 
commercial  and  business  operations  of  the  country; 
its  intermeddling  with  the  currency;  its  destruction 
of  the  national  bank;  its  attempt  to  substitute  a 
metalic  for  a credit  currency;  and  finally,  to  the 
issuing  by  the  president  of  the  United  States  of  the 
treasury  order,  known  as  the  “specie  circular.” 
Resolved,  That  while  we  would  do  nothing  which 
might  for  a moment  compromit  our  respect  for  the 
laws,  W’e  feel  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  remind  the 
executive  of  the  nation,  that  the  government  of 
the  country  as  of  late  administered,  has  become  the 
oppressor  of  the  people,  instead  of  affording  them 
protection — that  bis  perseverance  in  the  experiment 
of  his  predecessor,  (after  the  public  voice,  in  every- 
way in  which  that  voice  could  be  expressed,  has 
clearly  denounced  it  as  ruinous  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  country),  has  already  caused  the  ruin  of 
thousands  of  merchants,  thrown  tens  of  thousands 
of  mechanics  and  laborers  out  of  employment,  de- 
preciated the  value  of  our  great  staple  millions  of 
dollars,  destroyed  the  interna)  exchanges,  and  pros 
trated  the  energies  and  blighted  the  prospects  of 
the  industrious  and  enterprising  portion  of  our  peo- 
ple; and  must,  if  persevered  in,  not  only  produce 
starvation  among  the  laboring  classes,  but  inevita- 
bly lead  to  disturbances  which  may  endanger  the 
stability  of  our  institutions  themselves. 

Reserved,  That  a committee  of  not  less  than  fifty, 
be  appointed  to  repair  to  Washington,  and  remon- 
strate with  the  executive  against  the  continuance  of 
“the  specie  circular;”  and  in  behalf  of  this  meeting 
and  in  the  name  of  the  merchants  of  New  York  and 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  urge  its  immediate 
repeal. 

Resolved , That  the  same  committee  be  and  are 
hereby  instructed  also  to  ask  that  instructions  be 
given  to  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  in  all  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  not  to  commence  suit 
upon  any  bonds  which  may  lie  over  for  non-pay- 
ment, until  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  'in 


order  that  congress  may  adopt  such  measures  of  re' 
lief  as  they  in  their  wisdom  may  deem  necessary 
and  proper. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  also  instructed  to  urge 
upon  the  executive,  the  propriety  of  calling  an  ex- 
tra session  of  congress,  at  as  early  a day  as  possi- 
ble, in  order  that  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
coming  directly  from  their  constituents,  may  de- 
vise suitable  remedies  for  the  unprecedented  and 
alarming  embarrassments  of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  Bos- 
ton, Baltimore,  and  the  commeicial  cities  of  the 
union,  be  respectfully  requested  to  unite  with  us  in 
our  remonstrance  and  petition,  and  to  use  their  ex- 
ertions, in  connexion  with  us,  to  induce  the  execu- 
tive of  the  nation  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  recede  from  a measure  under  the  evils  of 
which  we  are  now  laboring,  and  which  threatens  to 
involve  the  whole  country  in  ruin. 

Resolved,  That  on  the  return  of  our  committee 
from  Washington,  it  shall  be  their  duty  immediate- 
ly to  call  a general  meeting  of  the  citizens,  and  re- 
port to  them  the  result  of  their  mission. 

The  following  gentlemen,  with  the  president, 
vice  president  and  secretaries,  constitute  the  com 
mittee  under  the  third  resolution,  which  committee 
was  to  meet  at  Delmonicho’s  coffee  house  on  Wed- 
nesday evening,  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrange- 
ments more  effectually  to  accomplish  the  objects  of 
their  appointment. 

Nathaniel  Weed,  David  N.  Lord,  Chandler  Starr, 
O.  T.  Hewlet,  Thomas  C.  Doremus,  Thos.  Denny, 
Isaac  S.  Hone,  Geo.  S.  Robbins,  Edward  S.  Gould, 
A.  B.  McAlpin,  Elisha  Lewis,  R.  C.  Wetmore, 
Wm.  A.  Lawrence,  Charles  A.  Russell,  Seth  Gros- 
venor,  Wm.  Aaee,  J.  W.  Otis,  Wm.  Herring,  S.  B. 
Hamilton,  Geo.  Satterlee,  J.  D.  Steele,  John  Purdy, 
John  D.  Phenix,  Edward  G.  Faile,  J.  Penfold,  Alfred 
Mount,  Robert  Hyslop,  Caleb  Barstow,  J.  W.  Lea- 
vitt Jas.  J.  Van  Allen,  Frederick  Sheldon,  Simeon 
Draper  Courtlandt  Palmer,  Jas.  Hall,  Wm.  F.  Lee, 
Shepard  Knapp,  Stewart  C.  Marsh,  Henry  II.  El- 
liott, Henry  Laverty,  Elisha  Riggs  , Henry  Parish, 
G.  P.  Disosway,  Samuel  H.  Foster,  Richard  T. 
Haines,  D.  A.  Comstock,  Abijah  Fisher,  Daniel  S. 
Miller,  Russel  Dart,  Ralph  Mead,  Simeon  Baldwin, 
R.  R.  Lansing,  George  S.  Doughty,  William  Bar- 
ton, Edward  Field,  Ezra  C.  Reed. 

The  New  York  Amercan  says  the  meeting  was 
a remarkable  one  for  the  vast  numbers  assembled — 
the  entire  decorum  of  the  proceedings — and  espe- 
cially for  the  deep  tho’  subdued  and  restrained  ex- 
citement which  evidently  pervaded  the  mighty 
mass.  It  was  a spectacle  that  could  not  be  looked 
upon  without  emotion,  that  of  many  thousand  men 
trembling  as  it  were  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  owing  to 
the  measures,  as  they  verily  believe,  of  their  own 
government,  w'hich  should  be  their  friend  instead 
of  their  oppressor — and  yet  meeting  with  delibera 
tion  and  calmness,  listening  to  a narrative  of  their 
wrongs,  and  the  causes  thereof,  adopting  such  reso 
lutions  as  w’ere  deemed  judicious,  and  then  quietly 
separating  to  abide  the  result  of  their  firm  but  re 
spectful  remonstrances. 

But  it  is  proper  and  fit  to  say  that  this  modera 
tion  must  not  be  mistaken  for  pusillanimity,  nor  be 
trifled  with,  as  tho’  it  could  not  by  any  aggravation 
of  wrong,  be  moved  from  its  propriety.  No  man 
accustomed,  from  the  expression  of  the  counte 
nance,  to  translate  the  emotions  of  the  heart,  could 
have  looked  upon  the  faces  and  the  bearing  of  the 
multitude  assembled  last  evening,  and  not  have 
felt,  that  there  were  fires  smouldering  there,  which 
a single  spark  might  cause  to  burst  into  flame. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

From  the  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette,  April  26. 

Good  news.  The  news  which  we  publish  from 
England  this  morning,  is  of  the  highest  importance; 
and  its  effects  were  manifest  in  the  countenances  of 
our  merchants,  before  nine  o’clock  yesterday,  and 
in  the  transaction  of  their  business  before  noon 
An  eye  of  anxious  watchfulness  has  been  kept  open 
for  the  packets  from  Liverpool — to  catch  the  first 
intimations  of  the  result  of  negotiations,  known  to 
have  been  commenced,  between  the  merchants  and 
the  bank  of  England.  On  that  negotiation,  seemed 
to  hang  the  fate  of  many  of  those  connected  with 
the  American  trade — and  of  consequence  the  mer 
chants  of  this  country,  having  business  connection 
in  England,  were  scarcely  less  interested  in  the 
result  of  the  treaty.  The  arrangements  now  an 
nounced,  seem  to  be  such  as  warrant  a confidence 
in  the  promises  of  improvement.  The  evils  appre 
hended  are  not  to  arrive — and  consequently  more 
attention  and  greater  means  can  be  afforded  to  the 
attempt  to  lessen  existing  troubles.  The  present 
sufferings  of  business  men  have  owed  part  of  their 
extent,  of  course,  to  the  apprehension  of  futur 
events — and  if  the,  unpleasant  news  from  New  Or 
leans,  does  not  create  another  panic  in  England 
we  may  hope  that  the  worst  has  passed — and  we  do 


not  see  that  serious  events  can  result  Irom  that  quar- 
ter, as  the  acceptance  in  England  have  been  made 
upon  actual  shipments  of  cotton — which  must  sell 
for  nearly,  if  not  quite,  the  amount  drawn  against 
it. 

So  far  then  as  these  English  accommodations  go, 
the  news  is  of  the  most  cheering  kind — and  We 
may  congratulate  the  mercantile  community,  upon 
a bright  opening  of  the  horizon,  which  has  hitherto 
lowered  with  heavy  clouds. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Herald,  April  26. 

An  agreeable  change.  Monday  was  a blue  day 
with  us.  The  news  from  New'  York  and  New  Or- 
leans had  been  for  some  days  previous,  of  a most 
disheartening  character,  and  the  monetary  hori- 
zon wore  a dark  gloomy  and  cheerless  aspect:  turn 
to  what  quarter  we  might,  nothing  bright  could  be 
seen,  and  accordingly  every  face  on  ’change  or 
elsewhere  was  most  dolefully  elongated.  Yester- 
day morning  however,  there  came  a bright  beam,  a 
favorable  breeze,  from  the  east,  which  produced  a 
most  surprising  and  animating  change;  the  news 
from  Europe,  which  we  circulated  extensively 
through  the  city  by  an  extra,  had  a most  exhilira- 
ting  effect,  the  order  which  was  passed  some  days 
since,  forbidding  any  one  to  laugh  while  on  change, 
was  immediately  rescinded,  men  shook  hands  with 
their  wonted  good  will,  fists  that  had  been  closed 
with  a convulsive  grip  for  weeks,  were  opened, 
and  several  inquiries  were  actually  made  if  there 
were  any  notes  to  be  had  in  the  market,  at  one  and 
a half  per  cent,  a month. 

NEW  ORLEANS. 

Correspondence  of  the  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

New  Orleans,  April  16,  1837. 

It  can  no  longer  be  concealed  that  the  commer- 
cial community  at  New  Orleans  is  altogether  in  a 
complete  state  of  bankruptcy  or  suspension.  Ten  or 
twelve  first  rate  houses,  and  forty  or  fifty  more  es- 
tablishments of  the  second  order,  have  stopped  pay- 
ment since  the  failure  of  the  Hermanns— the  lia- 
bilities of  all  of  them  amounting  to  millions  and 
millions.  One-fourth  of  our  bank  directors  have 
become  insolvent  or  suspended  payment — there  be- 
ing now  but  four  or  five  large  commission  estab- 
lishments left,  as  the  pillars  of  the  once  prosperous 
commerce  of  this  city.  Merchants  have  r.o  con- 
fidence in  each  other,  and  banks  distrust  their  ri- 
vals. 

The  fire — if  I may  call  it  so — which  is  now  rag- 
ing in  our  mercantile  community  will  not  slacken 
so  long  as  there  is  fuel  to  feed  it.  That  this  will 
soon  become  exhausted  there  is  no  question;  for 
the  largest  houses  remaining  are  now  threatened 
with  destruction  None  need  look  for  relief.  The 
daily  meetings  of  the  banks  in  secret  have  no  re- 
ference to  the  wants  of  the  community,  as  some 
suppose  but  are  consultations  where  measures  are 
devised  for  their  own  personal  safety.  Indeed,  but 
little  dependence  or  confidence  is  now  placed  in 
them  by  those  in  the  least  acquainted  with  their 
movements.  From  five  to  six  per  cent,  a month 
is  required  to  negotiate  the  best  paper,  domestic  or 
foreign,  and  a substantial  guaranty  is  demanded  for 
the  ultimate  payment  for  the  sum;  because  protest- 
ed bills  to  a large  amount  are  received  from  various 
quarters  by  every  mail.  In  one  word,  excitement, 
anxiety,  terror,  panic,  pervades  all  classes  and 
ranks,  and  sauce  qvi  pevt!  seems  now  to  be  the  or- 
der of  the  day.  The  liabilities  of  the  cotton  factors 
and  buyers  are  commensurate  with  the  exports  of 
the  city — say  seventy-five  millions;  including  the 
responsibilities  of  the  cotton  planters,  the  amount 
may  be  one  hundred  millions.  But,  taking  into 
consideration  the  amount  due  on  land  or  real  estate 
speculations,  the  actual  indebtedness  of  N.  Orleans 
may  be  estimated  at  one  hundred  and  eighty  mil- 
lions? From  what  sources  can  this  amount  be 
presently  produced?  It  is  not  for  me  to  say.  I 
beg  you  to  believe  that  the  above  sketch  of  the  state 
of  affairs  at  New  Orleans  is  not  exaggerated,  and 
that  really  all  is  darkness,  doubt,  and  despair. 

Yesterday  (Saturday)  fresh  failures  and  suspen- 
sions were  reported  in  the  commercial  circles, 
though  none  of  the  same  class  as  the  Lick  or  St. 
John,  whose  stoppage  I announced  to  you  in  my 
last. 

Business  has  enlirely  ceased,  if  we  except  the 
grocers,  tavern  keepers  and  market  people — for  our 
citizens  must  eat  and  drink  even  in  these  distress- 
ing times,  which  begin  to  affect  the  theatres  and 
other  places  of  amusement,  usually  so  well  attend- 
ed. 

The  last  accounts  received  from  Upper  Louisi- 
ana and  Mississippi  are  equally  distressing;  the 
agricultural  and  commercial  classes  there  seem  to 
be  in  a kind  of  anarchic  financicre,  terror,  panic, 
and  anxiety  being  also  the  order  of  the  day  among 
all  classes  of  people.  I close  my  letter,  expressing 
my  deep  regret  on.  the  little  hope  left  ot  a better 
state  of  things  at  New  Orleans  this  year. 
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The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  at  the 
late  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Louisiana  State 
Bank: 

Louisiana  Slate  bank,  i\r.  Orleans,  .dpril  13,  1837. 

At  a meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  held  this 
day,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  discounts  of  this  bank  shall 
be  increased  on  each  discount  day  10  per  cent,  over 
and  above  its  income  or  the  amount  falling  due, 
provided  that  the  whole  amount  under  discount 
shall  never  exceed  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  act 
of  incorporation;  and  that  this  increase  of  discount 
be  assigned  to  the  customers  of  the  bank. 

Resolved,  That  persons  dealing  with  this  bank 
shall  be  entitled  to  renew  their  respective  notes 
with  the  same  names,  or  others  equivalent  thereto, 
on  the  following  terms: 

For  60  days  on  the  payment  of  one-tenth,  4 
months  on  the  payment  of  one-fifth,  the* board  re- 
serving the  right  to  require  additional  security 
whenever  they  may  deem  proper. 

Resolved,  That  nothing  contained  in  the  preced- 
ing resolutions  shall  be  construed  as  in  any  man- 
ner changing  the  course  heretofore  pursued  by  the 
bank  in  its  operations. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  shall 
remain  in  force  until  the  first  of  December  next, 
any  rule  to  the  contrary  notwitstanding. 

Richard  Relf,  cashier. 

We  have  on  file,  and  will  publish  in  the  next  “Re- 
gister,’’  a large  number  of  articles,  from  adminis- 
tration and  anti-administration  prints,  on  the  causes 
and.  effects  of  the  present  pressure  in  the  money 
market.  In  the  meantime,  however,  we  give  place 
to  the  following  articles — the  first  showing  the  de- 
gree of  excitement  which  prevailed  in  New  York, 
and  the  retaliatory  measures  proposed,  which,  for- 
tunately, were  not  adopted  by  the  commercial  com- 
munity— The  last,  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
conduct  of  the  administration  is  defended,  and  the 
alleged  causes  of  the  present  condition  of  things. 

From  the  2V.  Y.  Courier  § Enquirer. 

We  would  put  it  directly  to  each  and  all  of  our 
readers,  whether  it  becomes  this  great  people,  qui- 
etly and  tamely  to  submit  to  any  and  every  degree 
of  lawless  oppression  which  their  rulers  may  inflict, 
merely  because  resistance  may  involve  us  in  trou- 
ble and  expose  those  who  resist,  to  censure?  We 
are  very  certain  their  reply  will  be,  “ No , but  at 
what  point  is  ‘resistance  to  commence?’ — is  not  me 
evil  ol  resistance  greater  ‘than  the  evil  of  submis- 
sion?’” We  answer  promptly,  that  resistance  on 
the  part  of  a free  people,  if  they  would  preserve 
their  freedom,  should  always  commence  whenever 
it  is  made  plain  and  palpable  that  there  has  been  a 
deliberate  violation  of  their  rights;  and  whatever 
temporary  evils  may  result  from  such  resistance,  it 
can  never  be  so  great  or  so  dangerous  to  our  insti- 
tutions, as  a blind  submission  to  a most  manifest  act 
of  oppression  and  tyranny. 

. And  now,  we  would  ask  of  all — what  shadow  of 
rights,  what  plea  of  expediency,  what  constitution- 
al or  legal  justification  can  Martin  Van  Boren 
offer  to  the  people  of  the  Dnited  States,  for  having 
brought  upon  them  all  their  present  difficulties  by  a 
continuance  of  the  specie  circular,  after  two-thirds  of 
their  representatives  had  declared  their  solemn  con- 
victions that  it  was  injurious  to  the  country  and 
should  he  repealed?  Most  assuredly,  none,  and  we 
unhesitatingly  say,  that  it  is  a more  high  handed 
measure  of  tyranny  than  that  which  cost  Charles 
the  1st  his  crown  and  his  head — more  illegal  and 
unconstitutional  than  the  act  of  the  British  minis- 
try which  caused  the  patriots  of  the  revolution  to 
destroy  the  tea  in  the  harbor  of  Boston — and  one 
which  calls  more  loudly  for  resistance  than  any  act 
of  Great  Britain  which  led  to  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. 

We  are  fully  aware  of  the  censure  which  some 
will  bestow  upon  this  language;  we  are  conscious  of 
the  odium  which  it  will  excite  in  the  breasts  of 
brawling  demagogues  and  the  miserable  depen- 
dents upon  the  smiles  and  sunshine  of  the  execu- 
tive favor.  But  what  if  they  do  censure?  What  if 
they  do  denounce  and  stigmatize  all  who  dare  bold- 
ly speak  their  honestly  entertained  sentiments? — 
Did  not  the  tortes  of  1776,  censure  and  contemn 
those  who  cared  more  for  the  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence of  the  country,  than  they  feared  either  the 
censures  or  the  favors  of  the  slaves  of  power? — 
And  shall  we  be  frightened  by  the  frowns  of  the 
tories  ol  1337,  from  attempting  humbly  to  follow  in 
the  footsteps  ot  those  whose  patriotic  acts  should 
forever  be  beacon  stars  by  which  their  descendants 
should  regulate  their  conduct?  Let  those  who  en- 
tertain such  opinions  beware — the  people  of  this 
day  have  borne,  and  will  bear  much  more  than 


their  fathers  did,  because  they  feel  that  they  have 
the  power  to  right  themselves,  whenever  they 
choose  to  exercise  it;  but  there  is  a point  beyond 
which  submission  becomes  degradation;  and  we 
openly,  fearlessly  proclaim  it — to  that  point  have  ice 
at  this  time  arrived! 

Yes,  fellow  citizens,  the  executive  of  this  nation  is 
waging  a war  upon  your  interests  and  against  the 
happiness,  the  prosperity,  and  the  honor  of  the 
American  people,  which  calls  upon  you  to  resist. 
And  how?  By  a resort  to  arms?  xYo.  But  let  every 
importing  merchant  in  this  great  city  and  in  all 
the  other  seaports  of  the  union,  unitedly,  firmly  and 
solemnly  resolve,  that,  they  will  not  hereafter  pay 
any  bonds,  until  the  president  ceases  his  oppres- 
sion, and  then  let  them  throw  themselves  upon 
public  opinion  to  justify  and  sustain  them.  It  will 
do  so  triumphantly;  each  and  every  citizen,  who 
has  any  thing  at  stake  in  the  country,  will  feel  that 
those  who  adopt  this  course  are  fighting  their  bat- 
tles; and  surely  we  need  not  say,  that  they  will  be 
true  to  themselves  and  to  those  who  thus  throw 
themselves  in  the  breach. 

It  may  be  said  that  this  would  be  a bold  measure. 
We  admit  it.  We  admit  that  under  a different 
form  of  government  it  would  be  revolutionary.  But 
what  other  remedy  have  we?  May  an  executive 
do  what  he  pleases,  and  must  we  always  submit 
because  the  only  remedy  savors  of  boldness  or  of 
revolution?  Such  was  not  the  doctrine  of  ’76 — such 
is  not  the  theory  of  our  government — such  is  not 
our  understanding  of  the  nature  of  our  allegiance  to 
that  government. 

We  call  then  upon  our  merchants  seriously  to 
entertain  this  suggestion;  and  if  they  have  any 
doubt  of  its  propriety,  let  them  call  a public  meet- 
ing in  relation  to  it,  and  ask  the  people  of  this  city 
whether  they  will  sustain  them,  and  whether  they 
will  permit  summary  process  against  them  for  thus 
resisting  tyranny  and  oppression.  Let  the  mer- 
chants of  Philadelphia,  Boston  and  Baltimore,  at 
the  same  time  pursue  a similar  course,  and  we  ven- 
ture to  predict  that  not  only  will  they  be  sustained 
by  the  people  at  large,  but  receive  the  grateful 
thanks  of  every  honest  man  in  the  United  States. 

From  the  Richmond  Enquirer. 

The  distress.  We  are  now  in  the  midst  of  one  of 
those  spasms  to  which  the  United  States  seem  to 
be  periodically  exposed.  Mr.  Gouge  has  noted 
these  various  eras  in  his  admirable  book  on  the 
banking  system.  The  convulsion  was  tremendous 
in  1S19.  and  nothing  so  essentially  contributed  to 
its  production,  as  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  by 
its  sudden  contraction  succeeding  to  its  enormous 
expansions.  The  year  1825  witnessed  another  of 
these  phenomena  in  the  commercial  world.  The 
present  crisis  was  foretold  last  year.  Intelligent 
merchants  and  others  who  could  read  the  signs  in 
the  heavens,  saw'  then  the  lowering  cloud,  and  pre- 
dicted the  tempest  which  has  burst  upon  us.  A 
wild  range  lor  speculation  seems  to  have  affected 
almost  every  portion  of  the  country,  and  almost 
every  species  of  property.  There  lias  been  a gene- 
ral over-dealing  and  over-banking.  The  states 
would  not  take  warning  by  the  events  which  had 
succeeded  the  dissolution  of  the  old  bank  of  the 
United  States;  but,  they  have  gone  on  establishing 
various  hank  institutions,  and  among  them  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  itself,  with  its  enormous  capi- 
tal of  thirty-five  millions.  The  whole  banking 
capital,  its  circulation,  discounts  and  debts,  have 
swelled  to  an  alarming  amount.  The  importations 
of  foreign  goods  have  been  immense,  so  our  own 
merchants  have  fallen  considerably  in  debt  lo  fo- 
reign merchants,  while  the  very  productions  with 
which  these  debts  were  to  he  discharged  have  asto- 
nishingly depreciated  in  their  value.  Our  great 
staples  have  felt  tile  shock.  Tobacco  has  fallen  be- 
yond all  calculation.  Cotton  is  down  from  seventeen 
to  ten  cents  per  pound.  Instead  of  exporting  any 
breadstuff's,  we  have  been  compelled  by  the  scanti- 
ness of  our  harvests  to  draw  upon  the  granaries  of 
Europe.  "Where  one  link  in  the  chain  of  connexion 
suffers,  the  others  are  also  affected.  The  northern 
merchant  who  imports  the  goods;  the  western  mer- 
chant is  to  pay  him;  the  planters  of  Louisiana, 
Mississippi  and  Alabama,  Sec.  who  pay  the  mer- 
chants of  the  interior,  all  suffer  from  the  fall  of  the 
staple  articles  of  the  west. 

Then,  again,  the  factors  of  New  Orleans,  Mo- 
bile, &c.  who  make  advances  to  the  planters  of 
funds  to  purchase  sometimes  their  land,  and  some- 
times their  laborers,  and  sometimes  advance  on  the 
very  cotton  which  is  not  planted,  cannot  obtain  re- 
imbursement from  the  cotton  which  is  shipped. — 
The  single  article  of  labor  has  involved  some  of  the 
planters  in  heavy  debts.  In  Alabama,  for  instance, 
the  amount  is  stated  to  be  immense;  as  we  may 
judge  from  the  report  which  was  presented  to  an 
adjourned  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Mobile,  on 


the  5th  instant,  by  Mr.  Gwatlimey,  from  their  com- 
mittee. 

***** 

The  unprecedented  sums,  too,  which  have  been 
invested  in  the  purchase  of  the  public  lands  during 
the  last  year — the  24,000,000  which  were  paid 
down  to  the  government,  much  of  which  was  bor- 
rowed by  the  speculators,  and  almost  all  of  it  now 
locked  up  in  lands  which  are  not  cultivated,  and  can- 
not be  sold  without  a sacrifice,  account  in  a great 
degree  for  the  pressure  which  prevails  in  the  west. 

It  is  in  vain  to  attempt  to  shift  the  burden  of 
blame  from  others  to  the  administration  of  the 
United  States.  Was  it  gen.  Jackson  who  establish- 
ed all  these  banks  in  the  states?  Did  he  not  warn 
us  against  their  multiplication?  Did  he  not  enforce, 
in  prophetic  terms,  the  necessity  of  gradually  re- 
ducing the  operations  of  the  state  banks,  of  abolish- 
ing the  small  notes,  and  of  mixing  in  the  general 
circulation  of  the  country  a large  and  larger  portion 
of  gold  and  silver,  “the  constitutional  currency  of 
the  country?”  Was  it  he  who  established  at  one 
coup  de  main  the  thirty-five  million  bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania? Besides,  the  distresses  of  the  times  are 
not  confined  to  the  United  States.  They  prevail 
in  as  alarming  a degree,  almost,  in  England,  as 
they  do  in  the  United  States.  They  have  extended 
also  to  France.  Is  general  Jackson,  or  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  to  be  held  responsible  for  this  general  pres- 
sure? 

Again:  the  wliigs  are  clamoring  heavily  against 
the  treasury  circular,  as  the  cause  of  our  present 
distresses.  We  appeal  to  every  candid  mail  now 
to  say  whether  he  does  not  believe,  now  that  he  has 
seen  the  enormous  speculations  that  have  been 
made  in  the  public  lands — now  that  he  sees  in  what 
species  of  circulating  medium  the  public  lands 
were  paid  for  in  April  and  July  last — that  the  spirit 
of  speculation  would  have  taken  a wider  sweep, 
and  the  people  plunged  into  heavier  debts,  but  for 
the  treasury  circular,  which  was  issued  on  the  11th 
of  July  last.  Let  us  be  as  anxious  as  we  may  lor 
substituting  the  treasury  circular  by  Mr.  Rives’ 
currency  bill,  it  seems  impossible,  with  the  lights 
now  before  us,  with  the  present  distresses  glaring 
in  our  view,  to  resist  the  conviction  that  the  trea- 
sury circular  has  contributed  to  circumscribe  the 
evil.  It  is  idle  to  conjure  up  this  circular  as  the 
cause  of  our  distresses.  For  much  good,  or  much 
ill,  it  seems  now  to  be  comparatively  indifferent. 
The  speculation  in  public  lands  has  considerably 
abated,  from  the  necessities  of  the  people.  Fev.  e"r 
purchases  would  be  made — and  indeed  we  do  not 
see  wny  any  new  lands  should  be  thrown  imo  mar- 
ket—and  we  venture  to  say  that,  if  the  circular 
were  now  altogether  rescinded,  and  the  whigs  were 
stripped  of  all  the  political  clamor  which  it  fur- 
nishes them  with  the  pretext  for  producing,  they 
would  soon  see  how  much  they  have  complained  in 
vain.  The  rescission  might  arrest  their  clamor,  but 
certainly  not  the  serious  embarrassments  of  the 
country.  We  have  our  doubts  about  the  policy  of 
retaining  the  circular.  We  honestly  doubt  whether 
it  is  now  calculated  to  arrest  our  distresses,  or  to 
expedite  their  cure.  We  are  not  disposed  to  dog- 
matize upon  this  point.  We  know  that  men  of 
the  best  heads  and  purest  hearts  conscientiously 
differ  about  it.  It  seems  to  us  that  it  is  now  com- 
paratively of  little  c-fficacy,  either  for  good  or  for 
evil,  in  a commercial  or  financial  point  of  view; 
while  in  its  political  operations  it  is  injurious.  It 
seems  also  to  have  been  condemned  by  nearly  nine- 
tenths  of  one  branch  of  congress,  and  near  three- 
fourths  of  the  other.  We  arefllisposed  to  think  that 
some  of  the  papers  magnify  the  effect  it  may  now 
have  in  retaining  the  specie  in  the  country,  and 
that  it  may  he  best  upon  the  whole  to  modify  it  in 
such  a way  as  lo  protect  the  treasury  against  the 
receipt  of  the  notes  of  doubtful  banks,  both  for 
lands  and  customs.  The  very  change  might  seem 
to  abate  the  overweening  panic,  and  point  the  peo- 
ple to  the  true  causes  of  the  pressure.  When  they 
see  that  it  is  not  the  treasury  circular  which  causes 
all  these  embarrassments,  they  will  the  sooner  make 
up  their  minds  about  the  causes,  and  more  readily 
look  out  for  the  true  remedies.  But  we  cannot 
now  entertain  any  doubt  about  the  signal  benefits 
which  it  has  produced  during  the  last  year. 

Letter  from  general  Jackson.  We  find 
the  following  letter  from  general  Jackson  in  a late 
number  of  the  Nashville  Union. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Union: 

Sir:  You  will  oblige  me  by  giving  the  enclosed  a 
place  in  the  next  number  of  your  paper.  Your 
obedient  servant,  Andrew  Jackson 

Jlpril  4,  1837. 

To  the  public. 

My  attention  having  been  drawn  by  a friend  to 
certain  comments  in  the  Nashville  Republican  and 
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in  the  Whig  and  Banner,  upon  what  purports  to  be 
“extracts  from  the  journal  of  the  select  committee  of 
the  house  of  representatives  to  investigate  the  exe- 
cutive departments,”  &c.  &c.  among  which  is  the 
testimony  in  part  of  judge  White — I beg  leave  to 
state  to  the  public,  that  in  due  time,  when  I receive 
the  journal  of  these  proceedings,  and  as  soon  as  the 
state  of  my  health  permits,  I shall  expose  the  injus- 
tice done  me  by  judge  White,  and  those  he  has  used 
to  excuse  his  attempt  to  connect  my  name  with  dis- 
honorable overtures,  in  the  political  contest  which 
has  resulted  in  the  election  of  Mr.  Van  Burentothe 
presidency. 

It  is  due  to  myself  now  to  state  that  I never  had 
or  held  but  one  conversation  with  Mr.  Orville  Brad- 
ley on  the  subject  of  the  late  election,  and  this  was 
in  my  own  carriage,  on  my  way  from  the  Hermitage 
to  Washington,  in  the  fall  of  1834,  in  company  with 
major  A.  J.  Donelson  and  Mr.  Lewis  Randolph. — 
He  fell  in  with  us  on  the  way,  on  horseback.  We 
were  going  to  halt  for  the  night  at  his  father’s.  It 
was  a hot  day,  and  I invited  him  to  take  a seat  in 
my  carriage.  He  ac.cepted  the  invitation  about 
seven  miles  from  his  father’s,  and  rode  with  us,  my 
boy  riding  his  horse.  The  conversation  originated 
in  a statement  made  by  me,  coming  from  that  good 
old  staunch  republican,  governor  Blount,  of  a cau- 
cus of  the  members  of  the  convention  then  sitting 
at  Nashville,  attempted  to  be  gotten  up  by  John 
Bell  and  others,  with  the  view  of  nominating  judge 
White  for  the  presidency,  in  opposition  to  any 
nomination  which  the  great  body  of  the  republican 
party  might  make  at  the  convention,  proposed  to 
be  held  at  Baltimore.  This  project  gov.  Blount 
informed  me,  he  opposed  as  the  friend  of  judge 
White,  believing  that  is  was  designed  to  promote 
the  views  of  the  whigs  and  nullifiers.  No  comment 
of  mine  upon  this  statement,  disclosed  or  conveyed 
any  other  sentiment  than  that  of  concurrence  in  the 
wisdom  of  the  counsel  which  gov.  Blount  had 
given. 

As  I shall,  however,  notice  this  conversation  more 
particularly  hereafter,  it  is  only  necessary  for  me 
to  add  here,  that  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Brad- 
ley, as  appended  to  the  testimony  of  judge  White, 
before  the  committee,  of  a proposition  of  mine,  to 
run  Mr.  Van  Buren  for  the  presidency  and  judge 
White  for  the  vice  presidency,  is  utterly  false.  No 
such  proposition  was  ever  made  by  me  to  him,  or 
to  any  one  else;  nor  was  there  any  pretext  furnish- 
ed in  any  part  of  that  conversation,  for  the  tissue  of 
misrepresentation  and  false  coloring  which  charac- 
terises the  whole  of  Mr.  Bradley’s  narrative  on  this 
subject.  Andrew  Jackson. 

Straits  of  Moen.  The  following  notice  has 
just  been  received  at  the  department  of  state,  from 
the  Russian  legation  at  Washington: 

[ Translation.'] 

The  hydrographic  bureau  of  the  imperial  depart- 
ment of  the  marine  hereby  announces,  that  in  order 
to  point  out  to  navigators  the  bar  at  the  entrance  of 
the  straits  of  Moen,  (or  Moensund),  near  the  gulf 
of  Riga,  a tower  of  stone,  with  a globe  fixed  on  the 
summit,  has  been  erected  on  the  north  east  point  of 
Paternoster  island.  This  tower  is  forty-two  feet  in 
height,  above  the  ground,  and  fifty-three  feet  above 
thelevel  of  the  sea;  it  is  painted  bright  red,  and  is 
situated  in  50°  53'  north  latitude,  and  20°  31  longi- 
tude cast  of  Greenwich. 

Laboring  crass  in  Europe.  The  following 
interesting  article  from  the  North  American  Re- 
view for°October,  gives  agiowing  description  of 
the  condition  of  the  laboring  classes  in  Europe  in 
regard  to  the  rate  of  wages,  the  burden  of  taxation, 
the  means  of  subsistence,  the  facilities  of  education, 
and  the  share,  if  any,  which  these  classes  have  in 
the  government.  It  ought  to  inspire  every  citizen 
of  this  free  and  happy  republic  to  guard  with  con- 
stant vigilance  against  any  encroachments  on  the 
institutions  which  guarantee  to  us  the  blessings 
which  our  brethren  beyond  the  seas  are  destitute 
of.  [IV.  Y.  Express. 

In  Norway  the  ordinary  food  of  the  peasantry  is 
bread  and  gruel,  both  prepared  of  oatmeal,  with  an 
occasional  mixture  of  dried  fish.  Meat  is  a luxury 
which  they  rarely  enjoy. 

In  Sweden  the  dress  of  the  peasantry  is  prescrib- 
ed by  law.  Their  food  consists  of  hard  bread,  dried 
fish,  and  gruel  without  meat. 

In  Denmark  the  peasantry  are  still  held  in  bon- 
dage, and  are  bought  and  sold  together  with  the 
land  on  which  they  labor. 

In  Russia  the  bondage  of  the  peasantry  is  even 
more  complete  than  it  is  in  Denmark.  The  nobles 
own  all  the  land  in  the  empire,  and  the  peasantry 
who  reside  upon  it  are  transferred  with  the  estate. 

A great  majority  have  only  cottages,  one  portion 
of  which  is  occupied  by  the  family,  while  the  other 


is  appropriated  to  domestic  animals.  Few,  if  any, 
have  beds — but  sleep  upon  bare  boards,  or  upon 
parts  of  the  immense  stoves  by  which  their  houses 
are  warmed.  Their  food  consists  of  black  bread, 
cabbage  and  other  vegetables,  without  the  addition 
of  any  butter. 

In  Poland  the  nobles  are  the  proprietors  of  the 
land,  and  the  peasants  are  slaves.  A recent  travel- 
ler says,  “I  have  travelled  in  every  direction  and 
never  saw  a wheaten  loaf  to  the  eastward  of  the 
Rhine,  in  any  part  of  northern  Germany,  Poland  or 
Denmark.”  The  common  food  of  the  peasantry  of 
Poland,  “the  working  men,”  is  cabbage  and  pota- 
toes, sometimes,  but  not  generally,  peak  black 
bread  and  soup,  or  rather  gruel,  without  the  addi- 
tion of  butter  or  meat. 

In  Austria  the  nobles  are  the  proprietors  of  the 
land,  and  the  peasants  are  compelled  to  work  for 
their  masters  every  day  except  Sunday.  The 
cultivators  of  the  soil  are  in  a state  of  bondage. 

In  Hungary  their  state  is  if  possible  still  worse. 
The  nobles  own  the  land,  do  not  work,  and  pay  no 
taxes.  The  laboring  classes  are  obliged  to  repair 
all  highways  and  bridges,  are  liable  at  all  times  to 
have  soldiers  quartered  upon  them,  and  are  compel- 
led to  pay  one-tenth  of  all  the  produce  of  their  labor 
to  the  church,  and  one-ninth  to  the  lord  whose  land 
they  occupy. 

Of  the  people  of  France,  seven  and  a half  mil- 
lions do  not  eat  wheat  or  wheaten  bread.  They 
live  upon  barley,  rye,  buckwheat,  chesnuts  and  a 
few  potatoes. 

The  common  wages  of  a hired  laborer  in  France, 
is  $37  40  for  a man,  and  $18  75  for  a woman  annu- 
ally. The  taxes  upon  them  are  equal  to  one-fifth 
of  its  net  product. 

In  1771,  there  were  700,000  houses  in  Ireland. 
Of  these  113,000  were  occupied  by  paupers — -and 
more  than  500,000  had  no  hearth.  The  average 
wages  of  a laborer  is  from  nine  and  a half  to  eleven 
cents  a day. 

Among  the  laboring  classes  of  the  industrious 
Scotch,  meat,  except  on  Sunday,  is  rarely  used. 

In  England  the  price  of  labor  varies;  the  Notting- 
ham stocking  weavers,  as  stated  by  them  in  a pub- 
lic address,  after  working  from  fourteen  to  sixteen 
hours  a day,  only  earn  from  four  to  five  shillings  a 
week,  and  were  obliged  to  subsist  on  bread  and 
water,  or  potatoes  and  salt. 

THE  BANK  OF  ENGLAND  AND  THE  AME- 
RICAN MERCHANTS. 

From  the  London  Courier. 

After  a period  of  great  difficulty  and  anxiety,  the 
important  negotiation  on  foot  between  certain 
houses  engaged  in  the  American  trade  and  the  bank 
of  England  have  been  brought,  for  the  present  at 
least,  to  what  may  be  considered  a satisfactory  ter- 
mination. The  bank  was  naturally  and  on  princi- 
ple most  reluctant  to  interfere;  and  nothing  but  a 
deep  conviction  of  the  extensively  ruinous  conse- 
quences that  would  have  resulted  to  the  public  in- 
terests, hid  she  left  the  establishments  in  question  to 
extricate  themselves  as  they  best  might  from  their 
embarrassments,  could  have  induced  her  to  admit 
them  under  her  segis.  But  under  the  actual  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  the  bank  has  acted  wisely,  as 
well  as  boldly,  in  throwing  herself  into  the  breach. 

Our  readers,  unless  they  be  pretty  familiar  with 
the  subject,  or  have  very  excited  imaginations,  will 
not  easily  form  any  just  idea  of  the  vast  magnitude 
of  the  engagements  of  the  houses  in  question,  and  of 
their  ramifications.  Their  stoppage  would  have 
given  a shock  to  the  commercial  and  manufacturing 
interests  of  the  country  that  would  have  convulsed 
them  to  their  very  centre,  and  from  which  they 
would  have  been  a long  while  recovering.  The 
bank,  however,  by  taking  the  paper  of  the  houses 
in  question,  and  providing  for  the  gradual  and  effec- 
tual diminution  of  their  engagements,  will  restore 
that  confidence  which  had  almost  entirely  disap- 
peared; while  the  guaranty  which  she  has  obtained 
from  those  directly  and  indirectly  interested  will, 
there  is  every  reason  to  think,  secure  her  against  ul- 
timate loss. 

It  was  strongly  objected  to  any  interference  on 
the  part  of  the  bank,  that  the  increased  issue  it  would 
most  likely  occasion  might  depress  the  exchange, 
or  would,  at  all  events,  hinder  its  rise  and  the  conse- 
quent influx  of  bullion  to  the  bank.  In  an  ordinary 
case,  this  objection  would  have  been  conclusive. 
But  at  present  it  is  pretty  certain  that  no  inciease  of 
issue  that  can  be  required  will  have  any  sensible  in- 
fluence in  the  way  supposed.  The  discredit  in  the 
manufacturing  and  other  districts  has  recently  been 
so  extreme,  that  a vacuum  has  been  created,  more 
than  sufficient  to  absorb  a large  increase  of  notes, 
without  allowing  it  to  influence  the  exchange. 

Nothing,  however,  it  must  be  conceded,  but  the 
urgency  of  the  case,  would  have  excused  the  pre- 
sent action  on  the  part  of  the  bank.  The  directors 


were  aware  of  this,  and  they  have  proceeded  entire- 
ly on  public  grounds.  The  bank  was  no  party  to, 
and  was  unacquainted  with,  the  circumstances 
through  which  the  parties  referred  to  have  been  in- 
volved in  difficulties.  They  only  applied  to  her  at 
the  eleventh  hour;  and  if  she  has  stepped  beyond 
the  strict  line  of  duly  to  bolster  them  up,  the  conse- 
quence to  the  public  of  a refusal  on  her  part  must 
be  her  excuse.  Messrs.  A,  B,  and  C had  no  claim 
on  the  bank.  No  doubt  they  were  entitled  to  her 
considerate  regard,  but  in  her  present  situation  no- 
thing would  have  justified  her  in  undertaking  con- 
siderable additional  responsibilities,  short  of  the 
averting  of  an  impending  public  calamity.  This 
the  bank  has  done,  and,  much  as  we  deprecate  all 
departures  on  her  part  from  the  line  pointed  out  by 
an  adherence  to  principle,  we  believe  that,  in  this 
instance,  she  was  fully  justified  in  swerving  from  it, 
and  that  her  conduct  has  entitled  her  to  the  public 
thanks. 

It  is  due  to  the  houses  engaged  in  the  American 
trade,  whose  difficulties  have  brought  on  the  pre- 
sent crisis,  to  state  that,  in  so  far  as  our  information 
extends,  nothing  can  be.  alleged  against  them  ex- 
cept the  improvident  extension  of  their  engage- 
ments beyond  all  reasonable  proportion  as  compar- 
ed with  their  capitals.  The  latter,  too,  for  the 
most  part  sufficiently  ample  to  have  enabled  them 
to  carry  on  large  and  secure  business.  But  in 
their  headlong  career  they  overshot  the  mark  so 
much  as  to  come  latterly  to  depend  wholly  on  dis- 
counts, and  to  be  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  mo- 
ney-dealers. 

The  latter,  in  fact,  are  the  principal  culprits  in 
this  affair.  The  little  wisdom  required  to  conduct 
political  matters  has  become  proverbial;  but  truly, 
if  we  look  at  the  recent  proceedings  of  our  money 
dealers,  we  shall  have  the  greatest  difficulty  in  dis- 
covering any  trace  whatever  of  any  thing  save  the 
merest  folly  and  infatuation.  They  may  be  expert 
calculators  of  interest  and  commission,  but  one 
should  think  that  that  is  about  all  that  can  be  said 
of  them  in  the  way  of  eulogy. 

From  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  March  22. 

Every  measure  adopted  by  the  bank  of  England, 
in  regard  to  commercial  matters,  is  naturally  watch- 
ed with  the  greatest  anxiety  at  this  critical  period; 
but  as  every  thing  connected  with  that  establish- 
ment is  involved  in  so  much  mystery,  it  is  at  all 
times  extremely  difficult  to  arrive  at  the  truth. 
Respecting  the  recent  applications  for  assistance 
by  certain  parties  connected  with  the  trade,  it  is 
stated  by  those  who  have  the  best  means  of  obtain- 
ing correct  information,  that  the  bank  has  engaged 
to  advance  the  sum  required,  about  £500,000,  on 
the  same  conditions  as  were  imposed  on  those 
houses  in  the  same  business,  who  obtained  loans  at 
the  beginning  of  the  month,  namely,  that  persons 
in  the  city  of  undoubted  means  should  become  col- 
lateral security;  but  whether  this  has  been  com- 
plied with,  does  not  appear.  Nothing  but  the  most 
pressing  embarrassments  could  induce  any  firm 
to  accede  to  such  terms;  but  no  blame  can  attach 
to  the  bank  for  securing  themselves  against  loss; 
for,  however  well  acquainted  the  directors  may  be 
with  the  immediate  stability  of  any  house,  and 
however  high  they  may  esteem  them,  they  cannot 
possibly  know  whether  their  employers  in  the  dif- 
ferent states  of  America  are  justified  in  entering 
into  large  speculations;  and  the  state  of  things  re- 
quires that  every  caution  should  be  taken.  More 
than  one  of  the  leading  houses  in  this  trade  has  now 
upwards  of  £3,000,000  acceptances  in  circulation, 
and  this  even  is  a contraction  of  their  liabilities. 
In  November  last,  the  acceptances  of  the  firms  in 
the  American  trade  at  Liverpool  and  in  London 
amounted  to  about  £20,000,000,  but  they  are  now 
reduced  to  about  £ 12,000,000,  and  this  has  to  be 
borne  by  about  six  or  seven  houses;  for  although 
there  are,  of  course,  many  more  engaged  in  com- 
merce with  America,  the  others  are  comparatively 
of  unimportance. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  Paris  and  Havre  papers  of  the  17  th  and  from, 
London  to  the  2 3d  and  Liverpool  to  2 4th  vlt. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

The  advices  from  England  chiefly  relate  to  the 
condition  of  the  money  market,  and  will  be  found 
above. 

FRANCE. 

Paris  continues  rife  with  plots  and  rumors  of 
plots,  and  fresh  arrests  are  made  almost  daily.  The 
persecution  of  the  press  continues.  The  editor  of 
the  Charivari  was  prosecuted  for  a caricature  of  the 
king,  representing  his  majesty  as  a beggar  man 
soliciting  a donation  of  a million  of  francs,  as  a 
portion  for  his  daughter,  the  queen  of  the  Belgians. 
The  jury  looked  at  the  caricature,  laughed,  and 
acquitted  the  defendant.  The  count  de  Lastranges, 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— APRIL  29,  1837— FROM  FLORIDA. 


133 


editor  of  the  Quotidenne,  has  been  sentenced  to  two 
month’s  imprisonment,  and  a fine  of  two  thousand 
iranc3,  for  advocating  the  justice  of  the  protest  of 
the  officers  of  the  62d  regiment.  A morning  con- 
temporary, commenting  upon  this  prosecution, 
states  the  following  important  fact:  “Between  the 
2d  of  August,  1S30,  and  the  1st  of  October,  1834, 
the  Paris  press  was  subjected  to  not  fewer  than  five 
hundred  and  twenty  prosecutions,  one  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  of  which  proved  successful.  The  to- 
tal amount  of  penalties  awarded  to  political  writers 
of  the  French  capital  was  106  years  and  a half  of 
incarceration!  and  four  hundred  and  eleven  thou- 
sand and  five  francs  in  the  shape  of  fines!— not  to 
mention  the  preliminary  seizure  of  all  the  copies  of 
the  five  hundred  and  twenty  guilty  or  not  guilty 
publications.”  We  defy  Europe  to  furnish  in  the 
same  period,  proofs  of  domestic  tyranny  which  will 
equal  this. 

On  Saturday  a trial  of  strength  took  place  be- 
tween ministers  and  the  opposition.  Although  of 
not  much  importance,  it  was  still  a trial  of  strength. 
A member  was  to  be  chosen  in  place  of  M.  Martin 
for  the  tobacco  commission.  The  ministerialists 
proposed  Laplagne,  the  opposition  Gouin;  the  for- 
mer had  106  votes,  the  latter  145. 

The  marriage  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  with  the 
princess  of  Mecklenburg-Schwerin  is  said  to  be 
definitely  arranged.  The  princess  is  24  years  of 
age,  and  niece  of  the  emperor  of  Russia.  The 
marriage  has  been  brought  about  by  Prussia,  and 
has  received  the  sanction  of  the  holy  alliance. 

Reports  were  in  circulation  in  Paris  unfavorable 
to  the  duration  of  the  ministry — but  it  is  said  the 
ministers  were  reconciled. 

The  Courier  Francais  presents  some  considera- 
tions on  the  present  commercial  crisis.  The  num- 
ber of  failures  in  Paris  since  the  commencement 
of  1337  has  been  four  times  as  great  as  during  the 
corresponding  period  of  last  year.  The  markets 
for  the  sale  of  provisions  are  glutted — purchasers 
are  scarce  in  the  great  provision  marts  of  Sceaux 
and  Poissy.  Yet  the  mania  for  speculation,  which 
has  proved  so  injurious  in  England  and  America, 
had  not  made  its  appearance  among  us.  The  har- 
vest has  been  abundant-  The  real  cause  of  this 
distress  must  be  sought  for  in  the  moral  position  of 
the  country  and  in  the  want  of  confidence  and  pub- 
lic security.  The  same  torpor  which  government 
had  sought  to  instil  into  the  minds  of  men  has  com- 
municated itself  to  their  physical  energies;  and  the 
material  world  has  re-echoed  and  produced  the 
sentiment  which  pervades  the  political  system. — 

GlOOm  ami  <lc  ! I L.y  have  hclicc  insinuated 

themselves  throughout  the  whole  frame  work  of 
society. 

Money  was  scarce,  and  the  bank  of  France  had 
loaned  to  the  merchants  and  traders,  6,000,000  francs 
on  business  notes. 

Great  distrust  prevails  among  the  depositors  in 
the  savings  institutions  in  all  the  departments  of 
France,  and  vast  sums  have  been  withdrawn  from 
their  custody.  In  Paris  the  savings  banks  in  one  day 
had  1,475,000  francs  withdrawn  and  only  337,517 
placed  on  deposite. 

The  silk  trade  is  in  a state  of  great  stagnation  at 
Lyons,  and  thousands  of  persons  were  without  em- 
ployment. The  mayor  of  that  city  had  visited  Paris 
and  urged  the  goverment  to  employ  the  sufferers  on 
the  public  works. 

According  to  the  Journal  de  Paris,  the  dukes  of 
Orleans  and  Nemours  are  on  the  point  of  proceed- 
ing to  London,  on  the  invitation  of  the  king  of  Eng- 
land and  will  visit  the  principal  towns  of  the  king- 
dom. They  are  to  be  accompanied  by  the  young 
princes,  their  brothers.  Before  they  cross  the  chan- 
nel, their  royal  highness  will  make  a short  stay  at 
Brussels  with  their  sister,  the  queen  of  the  Belgians, 
who  is  in  an  advanced  state  of  pregnancy.  They 
wifi  afterwards  embark  at  Ostend. 

The  Journal  de  Paris  states  that  the  bill  for 
granting  an  appanage  to  the  duke  de  Nemours  has 
undergone  some  modifications,  in  concert  with  the 
resident  of  the  council,  that  the  domain  of  Ram- 
ouillet  is  to  remain  included  in  the  grant,  and  that 
the  rest  of  the  500,000  per  annum  is  to  be  supplied 
by  an  annuity  from  the  state. 

SPAIN. 

The  English  journals  contains  an  official  despatch 
from  gen.  Evan3  to  count  Luchana,  dated  St.  Se- 
bastian, March  16th.  At  a little  before  day-light 
on  that  day,  the  English  and  Christanos  were  pre- 
paring for  a general  attack  on  the  enemy,  when  it 
was  perceived  that  considerable  reinforcements  had 
arrived  from  Toloso  to  the  Carlist3,  who  imme- 
diately commenced  an  attack  on  both  flanks  of  the 
queen’s  troops. 

The  result  was  that  Evans  lost  from  800  to  900 
killed  and  wounded,  and  a company  of  Oviedo  re- 
giment made  prisoners.  He  was  obliged  to  dis- 
mantle the  defences  of  Oriamendi,  spike  the  guns 


and  withdraw  from  the  points  which  he  held  in  its 
neighborhood. 

Havana  papers  received  at  New  Orleans  contain 
in  full  the  decree  of  the  queen  regent  opening  the 
ports  of  Spain  to  Mexican  vessels.  The  decree 
has  abolished  the  scruples  of  the  captain  general, 
and  he  has  accordingly  permitted  the  flag  of  Mexi- 
co to  enter  his  ports.  The  arrival  of  the  Mexican 
schooner  Iris,  from  Tampico,  with  a cargo  of  dried 
beef,  is  notified  on  the  3d  inst. 

PRUSSIA. 

According  to  a letter  of  the  10th  inst.  from  Ber- 
lin, we  learn  that  the  health  of  the  king  of  Prussia 
declines  so  fast,  that  but  little  hope  remains,  that  his 
life  can  be  preserved  1'or  any  length  of  time.  His 
majesty’s  strength  fails  daily,  and  the  chronic  dis- 
ease of  his  liver  has  for  some  time  past  assumed  an 
alarming  character. 

POLAND. 

A letter  of  the  20th  Feb.  from  Warsaw  states 
that  a ukase  had  been  published  in  the  month  of 
January  last,  by  the  terms  of  which  no  subject  of 
ancient  Poland  could  enter  the  ministry,  or  occupy 
any  high  employment  in  the  empire,  unless  he  had 
previously  served  five  years  in  Russia.  Those 
Poles  alone  who  are  of  the  Russian  Greek  religion 
enjoy  the  advantages  granted  to  Russian  subjects. 

CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

Letters  from  Guatemala  to  the  22d  of  February, 
states  that  a revolution  had  broken  out  in  the  city 
of  Leon,  province  of  Nicaragua,  and  that  the  chief, 
all  the  ministers  and  half  of  the  members  of  the 
assembly  had  been  shot  by  the  revolutionists.  Af- 
fairs wore  a most  discouraging  aspect  and  fears 
were  entertained  that  the  revolutionary  movement 
might  reach  the  other  provinces. 

MEXICO. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  schooner  Camanche  at  New 
Orleans,  on  the  19th  instant,  from  Metamoras,  pri- 
vate letters  and  verbal  reports  of  passengers  an- 
nounce that  the  army  at  Metamoras  was  in  the 
most  deplorable  condition,  without  provisions  and 
clothing,  and  in  the  most  complete  destitution. 
Gen.  Bravo,  fatigued  by  the  eternal  complaints  and 
murmurs  of  the  soldiery,  has  been  obliged  to  resign 
and  abandon  the  army. 

We  learn,  also,  (says  the  New  Orleans  Bee), 
that  all  idea  of  the  expedition  against  Texas  is 
abandoned,  and  that  the  troops  were  on  the  point 
of  being  disbanded.  In  every  other  respect  Meta- 
moras was  perfectly  tranquil. 


FROM  FLORIDA. 

Hy  tho  ctoam  paolcot  Ocorgo  Waol»in-ton,  oo.p 

tain  Nock,  arrived  at  Savannah,  April  13,  from 
Garey’s  Ferry,  via  Jacksonville,  the  editors  of  the 
Georgian  have  received  the  Jacksonville  Courier 
of  Thursday  previous.  Extracts  from  it  will  be 
found  subjoined. 

In  addition,  we  learn  from  passengers  in  the  Geo. 
Washington,  that  an  express  from  gen.  Jesup,  ar- 
rived at  Jacksonville  on  Thursday  last,  with  dates 
of  the  7th,  but  nothing  definite  was  gleaned  from 
him.  One  of  the  indefinite  reports  was  that  neither 
Philip  nor  Oseola  had  come  in,  nor  was  Abraham 
in  camp  when  the  express  left. 

Gen.  Jesup,  it  is  said,  advices  the  citizens  not  to 
return  to  their  homes  until  he  announces  that  it 
would  be  safe,  and  to  prevent  collisions  in  regard 
to  property  of  the  whites  in  the  hands  of  the  In- 
dians which  would  probably  lead  to  renewed  hos- 
tilities, general  J.  it  is  reported,  will  not  permit 
any  citizen  to  approach  within  15  miles  of  his  en- 
campment. 

The  intelligence  from  Tomoka  is  far  from  en- 
couraging, and  we  are,  we  confess,  at  some  los3 
to  divine  the  cause  of  gen.  Hernandez’s  movement, 
unless  it  is  in  pursuance  of  orders  received  from 
gen.  Jesup,  based  on  information  which  has  not 
been  divulged  to  the  public.  Perhaps  the  dilatory 
course  of  many,  with  their  failure  to  comply  with 
the  articles  of  the  capitulation,  or  their  appearance, 
in  some  force,  at  Tomoka,  has  caused  the  move- 
ment. 

Time  will  inform  us.  Until  then  we  must  be 
content  to  hope  that  Florida  will  soon  be  delivered 
of  a race,  who  have  hitherto  retarded  her  prosperity, 
and  destroyed  the  cherished  happiness  of  her  en- 
terprising population. 

Head  quarters,  army  of  the  south, 

Fort  Dade,  March  29th,  1S37. 

Colonel'.  I enclose  you  a copy  of  the  capitulation 
entered  into  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Seminole  nation  in 
behalf  of  themselves  and  the  nation,  which  it  would 
perhaps  be  well  to  have  published  in  the  papers  of 
the  territory  for  the  information  of  the  people. 

By  one  of  the  articles  you  will  observe  that  the 
Indians  are  to  remove  to  the  south  of  the  Hillisbo- 
rough  river,  by  the  1st  April — The  chiefs,  I am 
sure  are  anxious  to  fulfil  their  engagements,  but 


there  are  no  doubt  many  parties  of  Indians  strolling 
over  the  country,  regardless  of  the  authority  of  the 
chiefs.  They  should  be  driven  out,  and  I have  to 
request  that  you  keep  your  territorial  troops  as  ac- 
tively employed  as  possible  in  scouring  the  country, 
within  the  settlements  confined  to  your  protection. 
I will  give  similar  instructions  to  lieut.  col.  Crane. 

Thery  is  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  great 
body  of  the  Indians  to  renew  hostilities;  and  they 
will  I am  sure,  faithfully  fulfil  their  engagement  if 
the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  be  prudent;  but  any 
attempt  to  seize  their  negroes  or  other  property, 
would  be  followed  by  an  instant  resort  to  arms.  I 
have  some  hopes  of  inducing  the  Indians  and  the 
Indians  negroes  to  unite  in  bringing  in  the  negroes 
taken  from  the  citizens  during  the  war. 

I am,  colonel,  most  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t. 

THOS.  S.  JESUP,  may.  gen.  cpm. 

Col.  J.  Warren,  commanding  Florida  militia  and 
volunteers,  Jacksonville,  Florida 

The  following  is  the  order  alluded  to  above, 
which  is  said  to  have  caused  great  excitement  at 
Musquito,  and  a remonstrance  against  it  has  been 
adopted  at  a public  meeting. 

HEAD  QUARTERS,  ARMY  OF  THE  SOUTH, 

Tampa  Bay,  5 ih  April,  1837. 

ORDER,  no.  79. 

1st.  The  commanding  general  has  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  interference  of  unprincipled  white 
men  with  the  negro  property  of  the  Seminole  In- 
dians if  not  immediately  checked,  will  prevent  their 
emigration  and  lead  to  a renewal  of  the  war.  Re- 
sponsible as  he  is  for  the  peace  and  security  of  the 
country,  he  will  not  permit  such  interference  under 
any  pretence  whatsoever;  and  he  therefore  orders, 
that  no  white  man,  not  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  be  allowed  to  enter  any  part  of  the  territory, 
between  the  St.  Johns  river  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
co. 

2d.  The  inspector  general  will  cause  all  mer- 
chant or  transport  vessels  arriving  in  this  harbor  to 
be  immediately  examined,  and  the  names  of  all  on 
board  to  be  registered.  No  one  will  be  allowed  to 
come  on  shore,  except  for  the  transaction  of  public 
business.  Vessels  from  whence  any  individual 
shall  be  landed  contrary  to  this  order,  or  on  board  of 
which  spirituous  liquors  may  be  found,  will  be  im- 
mediately sent  off,  and  shall  not  be  employed  in 
the  public  service. 

3d.  All  negroes  nowin  this  place,  the  property  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  will  be  sent  to  St. 
Marks.  The  inspector  general  will  furnish  lieut. 

Vi nlon  cv  Hot  of  thorn  \iritH  iHoir  ovvnora’  Bumf'S. 

Lieut.  Vinton  will  give  notice  to  their  owners,  to 
take  charge  of  them  immediately. 

By  order  of  major  gen.  Jesup. 

(Signed)  J . A.  CHAMBERS, 

Lieut.  A.  D.  C.  8,-  A.  A.  gen. 

J.  E.  Johnston,  lieut.  4'  A.  A.  S. 

A letter  from  the  postmaster  at  Jacksonville  men- 
tions that  the  family  of  a Mr.  Clements,  six  in  num- 
ber, were  murdered  near  the  Mineral  Springs  by  a 
party  of  Indians. 

Later  news. — From  the  Washington  Globe. 

A report  has  been  received  from  gen.  Jesup  dated 
Tampa  Bay,  9th  April,  in  which  he  states  that  the 
war  is  over,  he  hopes,  at  all  events,  there  is  but  lit- 
tle danger  of  a renewal  of  hostilities,  if  the  troops 
be  held  in  readiness  for  immediate  action,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  Florida  act  with  prudence.  Should, 
however,  any  attempt  be  made  to  seize  the  Indian 
negroes,  or  to  arrest  any  of  the  chiefs  or  warriors, 
either  as  criminals  or  debtors,  an  immediate  resort 
to  arms  will  be  the  consequence. 

Several  of  the  principal  chiefs  are  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Tampa  Bay,  with  detachments  of  their 
people.  Micanopy,  Holatoochee,  Yaholoochee, 
(Cloud),  Co-a-co-chee,  (Wild  Cat),  John  Ca-wi-ga 
and  several  sub-chiefs  and  warriors,  left  gen.  Jesup 
on  the  8th  for  the  emigrating  camp.  Co-a-co-chee 
is  a son  of  Philip,  the  principal  chief  on  the  St. 
Johns  river.  His  influence  is  greater  than  that  of 
his  father.  Gen.  Jesup  states  that  he  is  the  most 
talented  man  he  has  seen  among  the  Seminoles,  and 
will  no  doubt  be  the  principal  chief  of  the  nation. 
He  promises  that  Abiaca,  the  chief  of  the  Micau- 
saukies,  with  his  people,  shall  come  in.  He  returns 
to  St.  Johns  to  collect  hi’s  cattle,  and  will  start  his 
father  and  all  his  people  to  the  emigrating  camp. 

The  chiefs  entered  into  an  engagement  on  the  8th, 
to  surrender  the  negroes  taken  during  the  war.  They 
will  deliver  them  to  the  commanding  officers  at  the 
posts  on  the  St.  Johns. 

The  Indians  generally  will  emigrate,  but  the  mea- 
sure will  be  tedious,  and  in  all  its  preliminary  steps 
expensive. 

When  the  emigration  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
nation  shall  have  been  effected,  strolling  vagabonds 
will  remain,  probably,  among  the  frontier  inhabi- 
tants, To  restrain  them,  gen.  Jesup  proposes  to  re. 
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establish  Fort  King,  aijd  establish  a post  between 
Fort  Drane  and  the  Suwanee.  Fort  Drane  being  in 
a very  unhealthy  section  ot  the  country,  its  garrison 
must  be  withdrawn  early  in  June.  One  or  two  posts 
with  small  garrisons,  may  probably  be  required  on 
the  Atlantic  coast,  south  of  St.  Augustine.  The 
garrisons  of  forts  Mellon  and  Call  must  be  with- 
drawn by  the  1st  of  June,  in  consequence  of  the  un- 
healthiness of  the  sites  of  these  forts. 


JOSEPH  M.  WHITE’S  LETTER. 

From  thP  Globe. 

Since  Mr.  White,  the  late  delegate  from  Florida, 
has  left  the  United  States,  a letter,  over  his  signa- 
ture; has  been  published,  in  which  the  late  presi- 
dent is  made  to  say  of  the  Floridians: 

“‘  Let  the  damned  cowards  defend  their  country;’ 
that  he  could  take  fifty  women,  and  whip  every  In- 
dian that  had  ever  crossed  the  Suwanee;  and  that 
the  people  of  Florida  had  done  less  to  put  down  the 
war,  or  to  defend  themselves,  than  any  other  peo- 

Ele  in  the  United  States.  He  said  they  ought  lo 
ave  crushed  it  at  once,  if  they  had  been  men  of 
spirit  and  character.  He  said  if  five  Indians  had 
approached  into  the  white  settlements  of  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky,  not  one  would  have  ever  got  out 
alive.  He  said  the  men  had  better  run  off,  or  let 
the  Indians  shoot  them,  that  the  women  might  get 
husbands  of  courage,  and  breed  up  men  who  would 
defend  the  country.  He  maintained  that  there  ne- 
ver were  600  Indians.” 

We  should  not  have  deemed  this  worthy  of  no- 
tice, but  for  the  call  made  upon  us  in  the  annexed 
note  from  a distant  friend: 

St.  Joseph,  ( Florida,)  March  25,  1837. 
-'‘Dear  sir:  Enclosed  I send  you  the  copy  of  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  editor  of  the  Florida  Watch- 
man, published  in  Tallahassee  by  Jos.  M.  White, 
with  the  comments  of  the  editor  of  that  paper;  also 
those  of  the  St.  Joseph  Times.  This  letter  is  ex- 
tensively republished  in  the  south,  and  ought  to  be 
noticed  by  you  in  the  Globe.  I cannot  believe  the 
ex-president  ever  made  use  of  the  language  as- 
cribed to  him  by  col.  White,  and  am  satisfied  the 
hostility  of  the  colonel  to  the  president  has  led  him 
so  to  express  himself.  Such  is  my  veneration  and 
respect  for  the  fame  and  character  of  gen.  Jackson, 
that  I cannot  suffer  such  calumnies  to  pass  uncon- 
tradicted. You  will  oblige  me  by  exchanging  with 
the  editor  of  the  St.  Joseph  Times.” 

The  late  delegate  from  Florida  has  always  been 
known  to  be  an  enemy  to  general  Jackson,  and  was 
so  looked  upon  by  him.  This  circumstance,  taken 
in  connection  with  the  utter  improbability  that  the 
jjicsiiient  couia  nave  given  vcm  io  such 
gance,  prevented  us  from  noticing  the  story  when 
first  put  into  circulation.  We  now  do  it  only  in 
compliance  with  the  wishes  of  our  correspondent. 

Before  the  president  left  the  city,  he  heard  that 
Mr.  White  (who  has  a fine  talent  for  telling  and 
garnishing  an  anecdote)  was  repeating  some  such 
tale  as  this,  and  filling  it  up  with  oaths  and  blas- 
phemy, as  uttered  by  him.  He  said  then  that  the 
conversation,  as  reported  by  Mr.  White,  had  never 
occurred.  On  some  previous  occasion,  when  the 
same  gentleman  called  on  him  as  the  delegate  of 
Florida,  to  hold  a conversation  in  relation  to  some 
matter  in  regard  to  which  he  feared  his  views  might 
be  misrepresented,  the  president  took  the  precau- 
tion to  have  a third  person  present.  We  mention 
this  merely  to  show  that,  in  a private  conversation 
in  his  sick  room  with  the  delegate  of  Florida,  he 
could  scarcely  have  expressed  such  sentiments  of 
the  people  of  that  territory  as  are  ascribed  to  him, 
unless  he  had  wished  to  have  them  promulgated. — 
And  does  any  one  believe  that  if  general  Jackson 
were  inclined  to  mark  with  such  harsh  censure  the 
territory  to  which  he  gave  birth  as  an  American  go- 
vernment and  community,  that  be  would  have  made 
Mr.  White  the  channel  of  communication,  or  ever 
given  it  the  form  in  which  it  is  presented  by  him? 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE 
DEPARTMENTS. 

VIEWS  OF  THE  MAJORITY. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  March  3,  1837. 
Mr.  Wise,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
17th  of  January  last,  to  inquire  into  the  condi- 
tion of  the  executive  departments,  &c.  made  the 
following 

report: 

The  select  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
to  which,  on  the  \7th  January, was  referred  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  viz: 

“ Resolved , That  so  much  of  the  president’s  mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  ‘condition  of  the  various  ex- 
ecutive departments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with 
which  they  have  been  conducted,  the  vigilant  and 
faithful  discharge  of  the  public  business  in  all  of 
them,  and  the  causes  of  complaint,  from  any  quar- 
ter, at  the  manner  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  the 


objects  of  their  creation,’  be  referred  to  a select 
committee  of  nine  members,  with  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  with  instructions  to  in- 
quire into  the  condition  of  the  various  executive 
departments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which 
they  have  been  conducted,  into  the  manner  in 
which  the  public  business  in  all  of  them,  and  into 
all  causes  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the 
manner  in  which  said  departments,  or  their  bureaus 
or  offices,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents  of  every 
description  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  con- 
nected with  them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unof- 
ficially, in  duties  pertaining  to  the  public  interest, 
have  fulfilled  or  failed  to  accomplish  the  objects  of 
their  creation,  or  have  violated  their  duties,  or  have 
injured  and  impaired  the  public  service  and  inter- 
est; and  that  said  committee,  in  its  inquiries,  may 
refer  to  such  periods  of  time  as  to  them  may  seem 
expedient  and  proper,”  report: 

That  the  sessions  of  the  committee,  in  pursuance 
of  this  resolution,  commenced  on  the  21st  day  of 
January,  and  were  subsequently  continued,  with 
leave  to  sit  during  the  sessions  of  the  house,  until 
the  close  of  the  examinations  of  witnesses,  on  the 
25th  of  February,  there  having  been  but  three  days, 
viz:  the  26th  of  January,  and  8th  and  11th  of  Fe- 
bruary, on  which  the  committee  did  not  meet,  in 
consequence  of  imperative  business  requiring  their 
attendance  in  the  house.  The  sittings  of  the  com- 
mittee commenced  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.  of  each 
day,  and  were  generally  continued  until  four,  five 
and  six  o’clock,  in  the  evening.  Twenty-eight 
witnesses  were  personally  examined. 

The  committee  state  these  facts  in  proof  of  the 
assiduity  with  which  they  have  devoted  themselves 
to  the  duty  assigned  to  them  by  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, to  the  exclusion  and  almost  entire  sa- 
crifice of  their  duties  in  the  house;  and,  also,  to 
show  that  from  the  time  occupied  in  this  inquiry, 
ample  opportunity  has  been  furnished  for  the  full 
development  of  decisive  and  unequivocal  acts  of 
corruption,  abuse,  violation  or  neglect  of  public 
duty  in  the  various  executive  departments,  if,  in 
truth,  any  such  acts  had  been  committed,  or  could 
be  pointed  out,  through  any  responsible  or  specific 
source  of  “complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the 
manner  in  which  said  departments,  or  their  bureaus 
or  offices,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents  of  every 
description  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  connect- 
ed with  them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unoffi- 
cially, in  duties  pertaining  to  the  public  interest, 
have  fulfilled  or  failed  to  accomplish  the  objects  of 
their  creation,  or  have  violated  their  duties,  or  have 
injured  and  impaired  the  public  service.” 

Tlit:  cum ijjI Lice,  in  (.lie  uuloct,  confidently  sulnnlt 
it  to  the  judgment  of  the  house  and  the  country, 
that  if,  in  the  details  of  a laborious  investigation  of 
thirty  days,  given  minutely  in  the  journal  of  their 
proceedings,  with  no  restriction  whatever  to  any 
inquiry  proposed  by  any  member  of  the  committee, 
into  any  specific  act  of  abuse,  corruption,  violation 
or  evasion  of  law',  or  neglect  of  duty,  no  such  act 
is  proved,  implicating  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments, the  only  possible  inference  can  be,  that  it  is 
not  proved,  solely  because  it  does  not  exist. 

To  assume  as  the  basis  of  grave  charges,  which, 
if  true,  ought  to  lead  to  the  impeachment  of  the 
president  and  the  heads  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments, that  acts  of  corruption,  abuse  and  violation 
of  law  exist,  but  cannot  be  proved;  and  thence  to 
argue  that  the  administration  of  the  government 
must  be  corrupt,  from  the  very  failure  to  prove 
vaguely  alleged  abuses,  by  any  species  of  evidence 
known  to  the  laws;  is  so  utterly  at  war  with  the 
rights  of  the  citizen,  the  genius  of  our  institutions 
— and  the  safeguards  of’ the  constitution,  that  it 
would  seem  to  the  committee  that  no  justly  balanc- 
ed mind  can  for  a moment  draw  such  an  inference 
from  the  results  of  this  investigation.  The  repre- 
sentations made  in  the  house,  when  this  investiga- 
tion w7as  called  for,  at  so  much  cost  of  time,  labor 
and  expenditure,  diverted  from  the  public  business, 
and  the  allegations  of  corrupt  violations  of  official 
duty,  before  the  committee,  must  be  regarded  in  the 
nature  of  an  impeachment  of  the  president  and  the 
heads  of  the  various  executive  departments. 

The  committee  can  view  this  form  of  inquiry, 
instituted  by  the  resolution  referred  to  them,  in  no 
other  light  than  a preliminary  measure  to  ascertain 
whether  there  were  sufficient  grounds  to  justify  a 
process  of  impeachment. 

The  pow'er  of  the  house  to  institute  an  inquiry 
of  this  kind  into  the  conduct  of  the  executive,  di- 
rectly personal  in  its  application,  can  nowhere 
exist,  unless  it  be  an  incident  of  “the  sole  power  of 
impeachment”  which  is  given  to  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives by  the  constitution.  This  power  ex- 
tends to  the  president,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  (J. 
States,  on  charges  of  treason,  bribery  or  other  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors.  Such  in  effect,  were 
the  representations  upon  which  the  resolution  cre- 


ating this  committee  was  founded,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  its  adoption  urged  before  the  house.  Such  is 
the  nature  of  the  allegations  formally  put  upon  the 
journal  of  the  committee  by  the  movtr  of  the  resolu- 
tion in  the  bouse,  the  chairman,  viz:  “charges  of  vio- 
lation of  duty;  of  corrupt  violation  of  duty;  of  abus- 
ing legal  authority;  in  corrupting  and  subsidizing 
the  public  press;  in  retaining  corrupt  and  fraudu- 
lent officers  in  place,  knowing  of  their  malfeasance 
and  malversation  in  office;  in  appointing  and  pay- 
ing agents  of  various  descriptions;  in  making  un- 
just and  exorbitant  allowance  for  services  to  politi- 
cal favorites;  in  paying  a treasury  w arrant  which 
W'as  gambled  away  by  a disbursing  officer;  in  al- 
lowing an  account  which  had  virtually  been  disal- 
lowed, and  then  paying  it  after  its  allowance  had 
been  forged,  without  causing  the  offender  to  be 
prosecuted;  in  speculations  on  the  officers  of  the 
government,  and  on  the  public  property;  in  inter- 
fering with  the  proceedings  of  congress  in  an  im- 
proper manner;  turning  a deaf  ear  to  complaints 
against  dishonest  and  corrupt  subordinates,  and 
permitting  inferior  officers  to  hold  their  offices 
under  the  president,  after  they  had  been  proved  to 
be  guilty  of  dishonest  and  corrupt  practices.”  [See 
pages  14,  15  and  42,  of  the  journal  of  the  commit- 
tee]. 

These  are  the  general  allegations  constituting,  if 
proved,  matter  of  impeachment  for  “high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors;”  and  that  the  committee  do  not 
misapprehend  the  import  of  these  allegations,  is 
inferred  from  the  statement  of  the  chairman,  when 
under  oath  as  a witness  before  the  committee, 
[page  15  of  journal],  viz:  “I  have  been  informed 
of,  and  believe,  much  more  matter  of  accusation 
and  complaint  against  most  of  the  heads  of  the  ex- 
ecutive departments;  but  they  have  never  confided 
to  me  any  of  their  secrets,  and  therefore,  the  most 
I know  is  not  of  my  own  knowledge.  If  half  of 
what  I have  been  informed  was  or  had  been  known  to 
me  personally,  some  of  the  heads  of  departments 
would  have  been  impeached  before  this  moment. — 
If  I did  not  apprehend  the  strength  of  the  executive 
departments  to  be  too  overpowering  for  inquiry 
itself,  much  more  for  trial,  they  would  be  impeached 
at  all  events.'"  This  appears  to  the  committee  to 
be  a direct  affirmation  that  the  object  of  the  “in- 
quiry" contemplated  in  the  resolution  mov.ed  by  the 
author  of  that  affirmation,  and  referred  to  this  com- 
mittee, was  to  investigate  matters  of  impeachment. 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  only'  constitutional 
power  under  which  the  house  of  representatives,  as 
a co-ordinate  branch  of  the  government,  could  con- 
stitute a committee  to  inquire  into  alleged  “corrupt 
violations  or  duly  " by  anotner  co-orcinate  branch  of 
the  government,  (the  executive),  is  the  “pow'er  of 
impeachment.” 

By  the  terms  of  the  resolution  referred  to  the 
committee,  and  by  the  express  declaration  of  the 
mover  of  that  resolution,  as  well  as  by  the  legal 
construction  of  the  constitutional  powers  of  the 
house,  this  inquiry'  cannot  be  brought  within  the 
only  other  clause  of  the  constitution  which,  by  any 
possible  implication,  can  be  made  applicable  to  it, 
viz:  that  “(he  congress  shall  have  power  to  make 
all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and 
all  other  powers  vested  by  this  constitution  in  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  depart- 
ment or  officer  thereof.” 

The  allegation  is  no  where  made  that  the  laws 
are  defective  in  relation  to  the  “powers  vested  in 
any  department  or  officer”  of  the  government,  and 
that  this  inquiry  is  made  to  enable  congress  to 
“make  laws;”  but  the  charges  are  against  the  in- 
dividual officers  for  “corrupt  violation”  of  existing 
law's;  and  the  ground  is  expressly  taken  by  the 
chairman,  in  his  declaration  under  oath  (page  15  of 
journal)  “that  the  whole  government  needs  reform, 
and  more  patriotic  and  honest  men  to  administer  it.” 

The  committee,  therefore,  conceive  that  they  were 
fully  warranted,  and  imperatively  required,  to  re- 
gard this  investigation  in  the  light  of  a preliminary 
inquiry  into  facts  and  evidence,  to  show7  whether  a 
process  of  impeachment  ought  not  to  be  instituted 
by  the  house  of  representatives  against  the  execu- 
tive and  the  heads  of  departments. 

Any  other  construction  of  the  resolution,  it  seems 
to  the  committee,  would  be  unjust  to  themselves, 
and  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  house,  as  a le- 
gislative body,  by  assuming- that  they  had  required 
nine  of  its  members,  acting  on  this  committee,  to 
detach  themselves  from  the  proper  business  of  legis- 
lation, with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
at  great  inconvenience  to  citizens  summoned  before 
them,  and  at  a great  waste  of  the  public,  time  and 
money,  with  no  legal  object  whatever  in  view  W'ith- 
in  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  house. 

This  view  of  the  duties  of  the  committee,  and  the 
nature  of  the  inquiry  instituted  through  them,  will 
explain  the  grounds  of  their  general  course,  as  de- 
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tailed  in  their  journal,  in  relation  to  the  class  of 
questions  to  witnesses,  and  the  calls  upon  public 
officers,  which  they  felt  bound  to  admit  or  reject  in 
the  progress  of  the  investigation. 

If,  then,  the  committee  are  well  founded  in  their 
view  of  the  constitutional  power  of  the  house  to 
create  a committee  in  matters  not  appertaining  to 
the  law-making  power  of  congress,  to  inquire  into 
alleged  corrupt  violations  of  duty  by  a co-ordinate 
and  independent  branch  of  the  government,  it  fol- 
lows that  they  were  bound  to  give  a strict  construc- 
tion to  the  resolution  empowering  them  to  act,  and 
to  regard  it  not  as  a piece  of  party  machinery  to 
run  down  this  administration,  or  embarrass  and  dis- 
credit the  next,  but  as  a direct  instruction  to  inquire 
whether  proofs  of  corrupt  violations  of  duty,  amount- 
ing to  matter  of  impeachment,  could  be  produced 
against  the  heads  of  the  executive  departments. 

The  bearing  of  the  resolution,  from  its  reference 
to  a particular  passage  in  the  annual  message  of  the 
president,  might  seem  to  have  been  to  get  up  an  is- 
sue of  fact  between  the  house  of  representatives  and 
the  executive,  as  to  the  truth  of  a paragraph  in  that 
message.  Such  an  inquiry  might  with  propriety, 
within  the  meaning  and  spirit  of  the  constitution, 
be  had,  in  relation  to  such  portions  of  a message 
from  the  president,  as  recommended  or  contemplat- 
ed the  legislative  action  of  congress  thereon.  But 
can  it  be  entertained  as  a position  consistent  with 
the  respect  and  decorum  due  from  one  branch  of 
the  government  to  another,  that  in  matters  of  al- 
leged fact  in  a message  of  the  executive,  having  no 
reference  to  any  act  of  legislation,  or  in  the  mere 
expression  of  an  intention  or  belief,  a formal  investi- 
gation, through  the  intervention  of  sworn  witnesses, 
with  tull  powers  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
may  be  instituted  by  one  branch  of  the  government 
to  test  the  veracity  or  sincerity  of  another  branch 
of  the  government? 

Such  would  be  the  extraordinary  character  of  this 
investigation,  if  the  question  of  veracity  and  since- 
rity were  to  be  put  at  issue  between  the  house  of 
representatives  and  the  president,  upon  a passage 
in  the  annual  message— a passage  merely  compli- 
.mentary,  on  the  retirement  of  the  president  from 
office,  to  the  heads  of  the  departments;  and  declara- 
tory of  the  intention  of  the  president,  during  his  ad- 
ministration, to  have  the  departments  conducted 
with  ability  and  integrity,  and  of  his  belief  that  they 
have  been  so  conducted.  Here,  then,  are  a compli- 
ment, an  intention,  and  belief,  having  no  reference 
whatever  to  the  legislation  of  congress,  which  (un- 
der any  other  construction  than  that  which  the  com- 
mittee have  given  to  the  resolution)  would  have 
been  made  the  subject  of  grave  investigation  by 
witnesses  under  oath,  and  by  calls  upon  the  execu- 
tive departments,  in  order  to  decide  and  report  to 
the  house  whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
the  president  had  improperly  flattered  his  cabinet 
officers,  or  had  insincerely  and  falsely  stated  his  own 
intention  and  belief  in  regard  to  them! 

The  committee  do  believe  that,  to  have  gone  into 
such  an  investigation  upon  such  a construction  of 
the  resolution  referred  to  them,  and  of  the  constitu- 
tional powers  of  the  house,  would  have  been  to  trifle 
with  the  house,  with  a co-ordinate  branch  of  the 
government,  and  with  the  country.  • 

That  there  may  be  no  doubt  that  the  passage  in 
the  president’s  message,  which  is  recited  as  the 
basis  of  the  resolution  proposing  investigation,  will 
bear  no  other  construction  than  the  one  here  put 
upon  it,  as  a mere  expression  of  belief  and  inten- 
tion, and  not  a recommendation  of  a public  measure 
to  congress,  let  that  passage  be  examined  in  this 
connection,  viz: 

“Before  concluding  this  paper,  I think  it  due  to 
the  various  executive  departments  to  bear  testimony 
of  their  prosperous  condition,  and  to  the  ability  and 
integrity  with  which  they  have  b“en  conducted.  It 
has  been  my  aim.  to  enforce,  in  all  of  them,  a vigi- 
lant and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public  business; 
arid  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  believe  that  there  is  no 
just  cause  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of 
their  creation.” 

This  investigation,  as  the  committee  think  they 
have\rdearly  shown,  could  be  instituted  only  for 
one  ol  two  purposes — impeachment  or  legislation; 
they  have  shown  it  was  not  for  legislation,  because 
no  defect  in  the  laws  has  been  any  where  alleged, 
only  in  their  execution.  The  very  charge,  “corrupt 
violation  of  duty,”  implies  that  the  laws  are  well 
enough,  but  are  corruptly  administered.  It  was  not 
the  laws,  therefore,  that  the  resolution  proposed  to 
reform,  but  the  administration  of  those  laws;  conse- 
quently, so  long  as  neither  “treason,  bribery,  or 
other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,”  were  prov- 
ed, or  even  indicated  in  any  alleged  act  of  “corrupt 
violation  of  duty,”  notwithstanding  the  earnest  call 
of  the  president  and  heads  of  departments  upon  the 
committee  “to  point  to  any  case  were  there  is  the 


slightest  reason  to  suspect  corruption  or  abuse  of 
trust;”  by  what  authority,  or  for  what  purpose, 
within  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  house,  could 
this  committee  go  into  an  inquiry  in  the  nature  of 
an  impeachment,  upon  any  other  than  specific  alle- 
gations, to  be  proved  by  extraneous  evidence,  and 
not  by  calling  for  confessions  from  the  parties  ac- 
cused; and  which  allegations,  if  proved,  would 
amount  to  matter  of  impeachment? 

Is  it’not  apparent,  therefore,  that  the  only  consti- 
tutional and  legal  object  of  instituting  an  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  the  heads  of  the  executive  de- 
partments, and  the  complaints  of  neglect  or  viola- 
tion of  their  “duties  pertaining  to  the  public  inter- 
est,” must  be  to  ascertain  whether,  instead  of  de- 
serving the  compliment  in  the  president’s  message, 
they  have  not  violated  the  laws  so  as  to  deserve  im- 
peachment? 

What,  then,  was  the  duty  of  the  committee  un- 
der the  resolution?  Surely  not  to  make  an  issue 
with  the  president  on  a matter  of  compliment,  in- 
tention, and  belief;  surely  not  to  embody,  in  the 
form  of  evidence,  the  assertions  of  every  vindic- 
tive, disaffected  or  disappointed  man,  who  should 
hint  suspicion,  with  or  without  the  concealment  of 
his  name,  or  with  a pledge  of  secrecy  from  those  of 
the  committee  to  whom  he  might  communicate  his 
vague  aspersions;  surely  not  to  give  the  impress  of 
solemn  inquiry,  under  oath,  to  the  anonymous  ran- 
cor and  malevolence  of  the  party  press  in  its  as- 
saults upon  the  characters  of  men  in  or  out  of  of- 
fice; but,  in  the  language  of  their  instructions,  “to 
inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  various  executive 
departments,”  and  “into  the  manner  in  which  the 
public  business  has  been  discharged  in  all  of  them;” 
a “condition”  and  “manner”  solely  relating  to  the 
discharge  of  “duties  pertaining  to  the  public  inte- 
rest,” and  growing  out  of  the  direct  personal  acts 
of  the  heads  of  the  departments-  and  their  agents: 
not  in  their  private  relations;  not  in  their  individual 
transactions;  not  in  any  matter  whatever  that  does 
not  appertain,  by  law,  to  the  discharge  of  their 
public  duties;  but  such  a “condition”  of  the  de- 
partments, and  such  a “manner  of  discharging  the 
public  business  in  them,”  as,  if  proved,  would 
amount  to  “corrupt  violation  of  duty,”  and  justify 
a process  of  impeachment  against  the  authors  of, 
and  the  connivers  at,  such  corruption. 

And  further,  by  the  instructions  to  the  commit- 
tee, this  “corrupt  violation  of  duty,”  this  “condi- 
tion” of  the  departments,  and  the  “manner”  of  con- 
ducting the  public  business  in  them,  are  to  be  prov- 
ed by  an  examination  “into  all  causes  of  complaint 
from  any  quarter.”  Complaint  of  what?  Of  pri- 
vate acts  of  officers  or  agents  of  the  government, 
not  pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  and  not  de- 
clared unlawful?  Surely  not;  but,  in  the  language 
of  the  resolution,  complaint  at  the  manner  in  which 
said  departments,  or  their  officers  or  agents,  “in  du- 
ties pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled  or 
failed  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  their  creation, 
or  have  violated  their  duties,  or  have  injured  and 
impaired  the  public  service  and  interest;”  clearly 
meaning  such  corrupt  neglect  and  violation  of  duty 
as  would  come  within  the  “misdemeanors”  for 
which  the  constitution  provides  the  process  of  im- 
peachment. 

One  of  the  powers  conferred  on  the  committee 
by  the  resolution  of  the  house  was,  the  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers;  another  proof  that  the 
investigation  was  to  be  regarded  in  the  nature  of 
an  inquiry  preliminary  to  impeachment.  At  best, 
this  is  a vague,  and  not  well-defined  power;  inci- 
dental, and  not  derived  from  any  express  provision 
in  the  constitution.  In  its  exercise,  therefore,  there 
should  be  some  limitation;  and  it  should  be  careful- 
ly used,  only  in  cases  where  the  direct  legislation 
of  congress,  the  protection  and  enforcement  of  the 
privileges  and  rules  of  either  house,  or  manifest 
public  interest,  imperatively  demand  it.  It  is  a ju- 
dicial power,  which  congress  can  exercise  merely 
as  a power  incidental  to  the  power  “to  make  all 
law3  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper.” 

To  construe  it  into  an  unlimited  power  for  a 
committee  of  this  house  to  bring  before  them  the 
persons  of  citizens  from  any  part  of  the  union,  at 
their  own  arbitrary  will,  without  just  cause,  or  to 
compel  the  surrender  of  all  papers  which  a com- 
mittee might  see  fit  to  send  for,  would  be  to  set  up 
an  incidental  power  of  the  house,  nowhere  express- 
ly recognized  in  the  constitution,  which  would  to- 
tally annul  one  of  the  express  provisions  of  the 
constitution,  to  secure  the  citizen  against  these  very 
outrages,  viz: 

“The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their 
persons,  houses,  papers  and  effects,  against  unrea- 
sonable searches  and  seizures.” 

In  applying  this  principle  to  the  calls  which  were 
proposed,  in  this  investigation,  upon  the  president 
and  heads  of  departments,  for  statements  and  pa- 
pers, the  committee  have  considered  that  a public 


officer  is  not  put  without  the  pale  of  the  protection 
afforded  to  other  citizens,  against  being  required  to 
furnish  statements  or  evidence  to  accuse  himself; 
and  against  unreasonable  demands  for  papers  not 
constituting  a part  of  the  public  documents;  and  in 
their  opinion  the  call  lor  papers  ought  to  be  limited 
to  such  as  are  already  made  and  on  file  in  the  de- 
partments. 

To  every  call  for  statements  going  to  show  any 
act  of  a public  officer  without  authority  of  law,  and 
for  papers  coming  within  the  above  description,  the 
committee  have  uniformly  responded  in  the  affirma- 
tive; while  as  a general  rule  they  have  felt  bound 
to  reject  all  calls  for  statements  touching  motives 
and  acts  not  shown  to  be  unlawful,  if  proved;  and 
for  all  real  or  supposed  papers,  private  in  their  cha- 
racter, and  not  coming  within  the  denomination  of 
public  papers  on  file. 

If  it  be  contended  that  this  distinction  enables  a 
public  officer  to  exclude  from  the  files  of  his  de- 
partment whatever  he  chooses  to  consider  private, 
and  which  ought  to  be  placed  there,  the  answer  is, 
that  this  cannot  alter  the  powers  of  a committee  of 
the  house  to  send  for  papers,  nor  change  the  nature 
of  the  call;  and  that  if  any  paper  shown  to  be  of  a 
public  character,  and  such  as  ought  to  be  placed  on 
file  or  record,  is  excluded,  there  is  just  ground  for 
accusation  against  the  officer  for  violation  of  duty. 
But  the  bare  suspicion  that  papers  which  ought  to 
be  on  file  are  not  there,  cannot  warrant  a call  for  all 
the  personal  and  private  papers  of  such  officer,  in 
order  that  the  committee  may  decide,  by  inspection, 
whether  there  are  any  which  ought  to  go  into  the 
public  files. 

Besides,  in  calls  made  by  congress  upon  the  pre- 
sident or  heads  of  departments,  the  reservation  is 
impliedly  established,  by  usage,  of  such  papers  as, 
in  their  opinion,  cannot  be  communicated  without 
injury  to  the  public  service.  Consequently,  all 
calls  for  papers  must  be  subject  to  t'.is  discretion 
of  the  public  officer  of  whom  they  are  required; 
and,  if  he  abuses  that  discretion,  he  must  be  held 
responsible  for  it  in  some  other  form  of  investiga- 
tion into  his  official  conduct. 

The  committee  can  find  no  power  in  their  in- 
structions to  inquire  into  motives;  illegal  acts,  or 
omission  of  legal  acts,  are  the  subjects  of  their  in- 
vestigation. With  this  view',  too  plain  to  require 
illustration,  the  committee  refused  to  go  into  any 
investigation  touching  the  motives  with  which  the 
president  and  the  heads  of  departments,  or  other 
officers  under  them,  had  exercised  the  appointing 
and  removing  power,  or  their  lawtui  omciai  patro” 
nage;  and  in  this  course  they  are  sustained  by  the 
uniform  refusal  of  congress  to  inquire  into  such 
motives. 

Whenever  there  was  pointed  out  “any  case  where 
there  was  the  slightest  reason  to  suspect”  that  the 
appointing  or  removing  power,  or  the  employment 
of  any  individual,  had  been  exercised  “without  au- 
thority of  law,”  or  where,  within  legal  authority,  a 
fraudulent  officer  had  been  retained  in  office,  and  his 
malversations  connived  at,  in  all  such  matters  of  al- 
legation or  suspicion,  the  committee  have  given 
the  broadest  latitude  for  inquiry. 

But  in  cases  where  an  act  had  been  done  by  due 
authority  of  law,  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  of 
nomination  conferred  on  the  president  by  the  con- 
stitution, or  of  the  power  of  appointment  of  inferior 
officers  vested  by  law,  under  the  constitution,  “in 
the  president  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  in  the 
heads  of  departments,”  or  in  other  officers,  the 
committee  considered  that  they  had  no  authority  to 
inquire  into  mere  motives,  or  matters  of  opinion, 
touching  either  the  power  appointing  or  the  per- 
sons appointed;  the  act  itself  being  a lawful  exer- 
cise of  a discretionary  power. 

Whatever  might  be  the  result  of  such  an  inquiry 
into  motives,  had  it  been  gone  into,  it  would  not 
have  been  within  the  province  of  the  committee  to 
recommend,  nor  of  the  legislation  of  congress  to 
enact,  a law  requiring  that  the  president  and  other 
officers,  having  the  power  of  nomination  or  of  ap- 
pointment, should  select  their  political  opponents 
and  neglect  their  friends,  or  prescribing  what  sort 
of  qualifications  and  what  sort  of  political  opinions 
the  persons  they  appoint  to  office  should  possess. 

As  well  might  a committee  of  the  house,  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  “condition”  and  the 
“manner”  of  conducting  the  public  business  in  the 
judiciary  department,  on  accusations  in  the  nature 
of  an  impeachment  of  the  judges,  undertake  to  call 
in  question  the  motives  of  the  supreme  or  any  in- 
ferior court  of  law,  in  appointing  its  officers  and 
clerks.  As  well  might  a committee  of  one  house 
inquire  into  the  motives  of  the  other  house,  in  se- 
lecting its  presiding  and  other  officers,  as  for  this 
committee  to  investigate  the  motives  of  the  presi- 
dent, the  heads  of  departments,  or  inferior  officers, 
in  the  lawful  exercise  of  the  appointing  and  remov- 
ing power.  The  people  must  judge  for  themselves 
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of  the  motives,  intentions  and  opinions,  of  their 
public  servants,  in  the  exercise  of  their  official 
functions;  and  with  the  people,  in  all  cases  where 
they  elect,  and  with  those  who  appoint  or  remove, 
in  all  cases  of  subordinate  or  inferior  officers  not 
elected  by  the  people,  rests  the  right  of  condemn- 
ing or  approving  any  act  of  a public  officer  in  the 
exercise  of  his  constitutional  and  lawful  power  of 
appointment  or  removal. 

If  the  will  and  the  wishes  of  the  people  are  to  be 
regarded  as  the  only  legitimate  censors  of  the  mo- 
tives and  opinions  of  an  administration,  in  general- 
ly preferring  competent  political  friends  to  political 
foes  in  appointments  to  office,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
course  of  the  administration  for  the  last  eight  years 
in  this  respect,  as  far  as  it  has  gone,  has  been  most 
signally  and  triumphantly  sustained.  In  fact,  is  not 
the  assumption  set  up  by  the  opponents  of  the  ad- 
ministration, that  it  ought  to  place  the  official  pow- 
er in  the  hands  of  the  opposers  of  the  principles  and 
measures  which  that  administration  was  chosen  by 
the  people  to  maintain  and  enforce,  nothing  less 
than  a declaration  tkat  the  majority  ought  to  let  the 
minority  govern? 

The  committee  will  now  proceed  to  an  examina- 
tion of  the  calls  on  the  executive  departments,  and 
the  testimony  offered  and  given  in  this  investiga- 
tion, applying  to  both  the  analysis  they  have  endea- 
vored to  present  of  the  grounds  of  their  proceed- 
ings. 

The  committee,  in  commencing  their  labors,  had 
no  accusations  to  make,  either  of  their  own  know- 
ledge or  derived  from  any  private  disclosures  to 
them,  of  corrupt  violations  of  law,  or  neglect  or 
abuse  of  official  duty.  But  they  were  instructed  to 
“inquire,”  and  they  were  ready  to  receive  any  in- 
formation, authorise  any  call,  or  admit  any  testi- 
mony, coming  within  the  construction  which  they 
put  upon  the  resolution  defining  their  duty  and  ju- 
risdiction. 

They  inferred  that  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, who  had  moved  the  resolution  that  induced  the 
house,  almost  unanimously,  to  institute  inquiry, 
would  be  ready  to  formally  present  and  distinctly 
point  out  such  specifications  and  evidence  as  would 
come  within  the  constitutional  and  legal  rights  of 
the  parties  implicated,  and  the  powers  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  form  chosen  by  him,  in  the  inquiry,  was  a 
series  of  resolutions,  offered  by  the  chairman,  [page 
4 of  journal],  calling  upon  the  president  and  heads 
of  departments  for  certain  information. 

Tk<>  vAA-crlvAtiuii,  In  LlJcii  call,  required  Of  all 

the  departments  a minute  exhibit  of  every  item 
in  the  accounts  of  every  printer  or  editor  of  a news- 
paper, who  had  been  paid  a dollar  within  the  last 
year;  with  the  residence,  name,  service,  considera- 
tion, &c. 

This  was  a call  devolving  immense  and,  in  fact, 
wholly  impracticable  labor  upon  the  departments. 
It  had  no  connection  with  the  “condition  of  the 
various  executive  departments.”  It  had  nothing  to 
do  with  complaints  at  the  “manner”  in  which  the 
public  officers  had  fulfilled  or  failed  to  accomplish 
. the  objects  of  the  creation  of  the  executive  de- 
partments; nor  did  it  involve  any  violation  of  du- 
ty, or  any  act  injuring  and  impairing  the  public 
service  and  interest.  It  was  a call  for  information 
of  legal  acts;  the  mover  of  the  call  admitting  that 
“the  illegal  patronage  of  the  government  to  the 
press  would  not  subsidize  a two-penny  country 
newspaper.” 

At  the  same  time  the  charge  made  was,  abuse  of 
the  patronage  of  the  departments  to  subsidize  the 
public  press,  and  a “corrupt  violation  of  duty,  in 
abusing  legal  authority,  in  corrupting  and  subsidiz- 
ing the  public  press.” 

Now,  if  the  law  required  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments to  employ  newspapers  for  certain  specific 
acts,  at  stipulated  or  reasonable  prices,  (and  it  is 
not  alleged  that  they  have  employed  any  more 
newspapers,  or  paid  any  more  compensation,  than 
the  law  allows),  where  is  the  violation  of  duty? — 
where  is  the  subsidizing  and  corrupting  the  pub- 
lic press? 

If  the  officers  of  the  government,  in  compliance 
with  acts  of  congress  enjoining  this  duty,  employ 
an  editor  or  printer  of  a newspaper  to  publish  an 
advertisement,  and  pay  him  a fair  compensation  as 
others  do  in  like  cases,  in  matters  of  private  busi- 
ness, is  it  a fair  or  just  imputation  upon  the  whole 
community  of  editors  and  printers  throughout  the 
United  States,  to  represent  them  as  being  a class 
of  citizens  so  mercenary  and  unprincipled,  as  to  be 
susceptible  of  being  subsidized  and  bought  up  to 
sustain  men  and  measures  they  in  reality  condemn 
— bought,  too,  not  by  any  gratuity  or  bounty,  but  by 
the  mere  payment  of  a lair  price  for  the  same  servi- 
ces which  they  are  constantly  receiving  pay  for  from 
private  individuals?  Is  the  doctrine  to  be  maintain- 
ed, that  the  people  of  this  country  are  so  degraded 


and  corrupt,  that  every  citizen  who  sells  an  article 
in  his  trade  or  business  to  the  government,  or  per- 
forms a service  for  it,  and  is  paid,  becomes  thereby 
subsidized  and  profligate,  and  sells  his  conscience 
along  with  his  commodities  and  labor? 

Can  the  head  of  a department,  by  a government 
advertisement,  corrupt  or  subsidize  the  press,  any 
more  than  a bank,  a corporation,  or  a merchant 
could,  by  giving  their  advertisements  to  a newspa- 
per; especially  where  the  employment  from  the  lat- 
ter sources  is  so  much  more  profitable,  so  much 
larger  in  amount,  and  so  much  more  widely  distri- 
buted, and  generally  upon  grounds  of  strict  party 
preference? 

The  committee  do  not  believe  that  the  employ- 
ment of  a newspaper  to  publish  what  the  law  re- 
quires to  be  published,  for  a fair  equivalent  is  to  be 
regarded  in  the  light  of  favor  or  patronage,  any  more 
than  the  employment  of  any  other  mechanical  la- 
bor by  the  government  or  by  private  citizens. 

Besides,  would  it  not  be  well  for  those  who  make 
this  charge  of  mercenary  corruption  against  editors 
and  printers  of  newspapers,  to  reflect  that  it  is  their 
own  party  press  they  censure;  for  the  plain  reason, 
that  the  administration  need  not  buy  up  the  news- 
papers that  already  support  its  measures,  and  that, 
if  there  is  any  buying  or  corrupting,  the  traffic  must 
be  carried  on  with  those  editors  and  printers  who 
oppose  the  administration? 

If,  then,  the  allegation  is  merely  that  the  officers 
of  the  government,  who  are  required  by  law  to  em- 
ploy newspapers,  exercise  their  own  discretion, 
strictly  within  the  law,  in  employing  such  as  they 
think  proper;  does  it  not  resolve  the  whole  question 
into  an  inquiry  into  motives,  (not  an  iuquiry  into 
violation  of  law),  an  inquiry  which  the  committee 
have  shown  is  not  within  their  jurisdiction  under 
the  resolution  referred  to  them? 

And,  if  this  call  upon  the  departments  had  been 
adopted,  and  could  have  been  carried  into  effect,  of 
what  avail  would  have  been  a detail  of  all  the  items 
of  newspaper  advertising,  embracing  every  letter 
remaining  in  the  post  offices,  every  proposal  for 
mail  contracts,  for  work,  for  supplies,  and  the  like, 
within  the  provisions  of  law,  to  detect  abuses,  or 
to  discover  whether  the  press  of  the  country  was 
“subsidized”  and  “corrupted”  by  being  paid  "for  its 
mechanical  labor?  Had  such  returns  been  made  in 
answer  to  the  proposed  call,  this  committee,  instead 
of  inquiring  into  the  condition  of  the  executive  de- 
partments, "must  have  resolved  itself  into  mere  audi- 
tors of  newspaper  accounts. 

Again:  it  tne  aclmmisiranon,  in  tne  use  of  ils  le- 
gal employment  of  the  newspaper  press,  corrupts 
and  subsidizes  that  press;  and  if  the  press  of  the 
country  is  susceptible  of  such  corruption;  how  hap- 
pens it  that  the  opponents  of  the  administration, 
though  in  a minority,  sustain  so  many  more  news- 
papers than  are  sustained  by  the  party  in  power? — 
Of  the  daily  press,  for  instance,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  there  are  nine  opposition  to  two  administra- 
tion papers;  in  Philadelphia,  six  to  two ; in  Balti- 
more, four  to  one;  in  Boston  seven  to  two;  in  New 
Orleans,  six  to  two;  in  Albany  two  to  one;  and  even 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  two  to  one;  making,  in 
seven  of  the  principal  cities,  thirty-six  opposition 
to  eleven  daily  administration  papers.  A like  com- 
parison extended  throughout  the  union  would  show 
nearly  the  same  result. 

The  committee  have  dwelt  longer  on  this  topic 
than  its  real  importance  might  seem  to  demand. — 
They  have  done  so,  because  it  appeared  to  be  one 
of  the  most  vehemently  urged  grounds  of  accusa- 
tion against  the  executive  officers,  and  was  brought 
before  the  committee  for  a decision  seven  distinct 
times  by  the  mover  of  the  call,  in  the  form  of  re- 
solves, amendments,  and  questions  to  witnesses, 
and  was  each  time  rejected  by  the  committee  for 
the  reasons  here  stated. 

Their  object  was  to  get  at  practical  results,  and 
not,  by  a mass  of  papers,  encumber  all  inquiry  or 
examination  into  the  condition  of  the  executive 
departments,  and  the  discharge  of  the  public  duties 
by  their  officers  and  agents.  In  this,  as  in  all  other 
cases,  the  rule  the  committee  uniformly  adhered  to 
was,  that  they  were  ready  to  inquire  into  any  act 
of  abuse  or  violation  of  law,  or  neglect  of  duty, 
complained  of  from  any  quarter,  and  presented  in 
any  specific  form  of  allegation  susceptible  of  inves- 
tigation by  any  known  principles  of  evidence. — 
They  believed  it  to  be  neither  practicable,  nor 
within  their  powers,  to  call  upon  the  executive  de- 
partments for  a history  of  every  act  of  those  de- 
partments during  the  last  eight  years,  and  then  go 
into  an  examination  of  this  history,  to  detect,  if 
possible,  some  act  that  might  be  construed  into  a 
violation  of  law.  As  well  might  a citizen  be  arraign- 
ed by  a public  prosecutor,  and  called  upon  to  relate 
every  transaction  of  his  life,  in  order  to  discover 
whether  there  was  not  some  act  for  which  an  in- 
dictment would  lie  against  him. 


On  the  grounds  heretofore  explained,  the  com- 
mittee rejected  questions  to  witnesses  as  to  any 
supposed  possible  connection  of  officers  of  the  go- 
vernment with  the  newspaper  press,  except  in  cases 
w'here  it  appeared  that  such  connection,  if  proved, 
was  a violation  of  law,  or  of  some  rule  or  requisi- 
tion of  the  department  with  which  such  officers 
were  connected. 

A question  proposed  to  the  postmaster  general, 
(page  121  of  the  journal),  as  to  the  political  combi- 
nations of  officers  of  the  executive  departments  to 
influence  the  public  press,  was  permitted  to  be  put, 
on  the  ground  that  the  combination  charged  might 
be  in  the  nature  of  a conspiracy,  and  therefore  a 
violation  of  law.  The  answer  of  Mr.  Kendall  en- 
tirely negatived  the  existence  of  any  such  combina- 
tion" within  his  knowledge.  Another  question  to 
the  same  witness,  as  to  the  supposed  existence  of  a 
club  or  association,  and  whether  its  members  were 
officers  and  agents  of  the  executive  departments, 
and  what  its  designs  and  means  were,  and  a similar 
question  to  Mr.  Secretary  Woodbury,  (page  81  of 
the  journal),  w'ere  rejected,  because  the  questions 
involved  no  violation  of  law,  and  had  no  relation  to 
the  manner  of  discharging  the  public  duties  in  those 
departments.  The  committee  could  not  prescribe 
what  political,  or  literary,  or  social  associations  the 
public  officers  should  or  should  not  belong  to,  any 
more  than  they  could  the  religious  denomination  to 
which  they  should  or  should  not  be  attached.  A 
question  also  put  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
(page  80  of  the  journal,  question  13),  was  rejected, 
because  it  went  into  the  motives  of  the  executive  - 
departments  in  employing  editors  and  printers,  in 
the  exercise  of  a discretion  authorised  by  law. 

This  review  embraces  all  the  material  matters  in 
the  course  of  the  investigation,  relating  to  the 
newspaper  press;  and  the  committee,  in  disposing 
of  this  branch  of  the  grounds  of  complaint  against 
the  executive  departments  feel  bound  to  say,  that 
no  evidence  whatever  was  produced,  or  offered  to 
be  produced,  by  any  specific  allegation,  of  the  acts 
of  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  various  executive  de- 
partments, which  goes,  in  the  least  degree,  to  sus- 
tain the  grave  charge  of  a violation  of  public  duty 
in  subsidizing  and  corrupting  the  public  press. 

The  second  resolution  offered  by  the  chairman, 
(page  4 of  journal),  proposed  a call  on  the  presi- 
dent and  heads  of  departments  for  a list  of  all  of- 
ficers, &c.  appointed  and  paid,  wdthout  having  been 
nominated  to,  or  confirmed  by,  the  senate. 

If  this  meant  inferior  officers,  the  appointment  of 
whom  is  vested  in  the  president  and  heads  of  de- 
partments by  congress,  it  was  a useless  call,  and 
implied  no  violation  of  duty. 

If  it  meant  the  appointment,  and  not  merely  the 
nomination,  of  officers  required  by  law  to  be  con- 
firmed by  the  senate,  it  could  only  apply  to  the 
president;  and  no  such  supposed  case  was  suggest- 
ed as  the  ground  of  the  call. 

The  third  resolution  proposed  calling  for  the 
amounts  of  moneys  paid  for  contingencies  by  the 
departments,  (page  5 of  the  journal),  for  changes 
in  specific  appropriations,  and  for  irregular  expen- 
ditures. 

The  fourth  resolution  called  for  a list  of  officers 
and  agents  who  had  received  salaries  or  pay  with- 
out rendering  service  or  being  in  office,  whose  com- 
missions had  been  antedated,  and  who  were  engaged 
in  other  employment,  or  held  other  offices,  whilst 
receiving  pay  and  rendering  no  service. 

The  inquiry  proposed  by  the  third  and  fourth 
resolutions,  above  described,  in  fact,  come  within 
the  provisions  of  the  77th  and  78th  rules  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  to  which  the  president,  in 
his  reply  to  the  call  on  him,  very  properly  refer 
the  committee,  and  the  extent  of  which  did  not  oc- 
cur to  them  when  the  resolutions  were  under  con- 
sideration. Those  rules  establish  a standing  com- 
mittee for  each  of  the  depart  ments,  whose  duty  it  is 
“to  examine  the  state  of  the  accounts  and  ex- 
penditures,” and  to  inquire  and  report  particularly 
whether  the  expenditures  of  the  respective  depart- 
ments are  justified  by  law;  whether  the  claims  dis- 
charged are  supported  by  sufficient  vouchers  estab- 
lishing their  justness  as  to  their  character  and 
amount,  and  having  been  discharged  out  of  funds 
appropriated  therefor;  whether  all  moneys  have 
been  disbursed  in  conformity  with  appropriation 
laws;  whether  any  retrenchment  can  be  made  in 
the  expenditures  of  the  several  departments;  and 
to  report  such  provisions  a3  may  be  necessary  to 
add  to  the  economy  of  the  several  departments  and 
the  accountability  of  their  officers. 

These  powers  and  duties  embrace  every  matter 
of  inquiry  proposed  in  the  call  upon  the  heads  of 
the  executive  departments,  by  the  third  and  fourth 
resolutions.  It  therefore  was  not  the  province  of  a 
select  committee  to  interfere  with  the  prescribed 
duties  of  a standing  committee. 
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The  committee  were  satisfied  of  the  impropriety 
and  inconsistency  of  all  the  calls  upon  the  pre- 
sident and  heads  of  departments  embraced  in  the 
resolution  offered  by  the  chairman;  but  to  reject 
them  entirely  in  the  beginning,  although  in  effect 
they  called  upon  the  accused  to  furnish  evidence 
against'  themselves,  might  have  subjected  the  com- 
mittee to  the  charge  of  suppressing  inquiry  from 
apprehension  of  disclosures  injurious  to  the  depart- 
ments. They  preferred,  therefore,  to  assume  the 
responsibility  of  giving  too  great  latitude  to  in- 
quiry, rather  than  to  seem  to  check  it  in  the  begin- 
ning; but  they  were  bound  by  the  construction  of 
their  powers  to  limit  the  inquiry  to  violations  of 
public  duty.  With  this  view  the  resolutions  were 
amended,  by  being  confined  to  acts  “without  au- 
thority of  law;”  there  being  otherwise,  no  definite 
limits,  scope  or  perceptible  object  in  the  proposed 
calls.  With  this  limitation,  they  permitted  the  calls 
to  be  made;  and  the  replies  to  them  by  the  presi- 
dent and  heads  of  departments  entirely  negative  any 
presumption,  arising  from  this  source,  of  neglect  or 
violation  of  official  duty. 

The  committee,  therefore,  could  see  no  ground 
for  adopting  the  resolution,  proposed  on  receipt  of 
the  president’s  letter,  to  dissolve  the  committee,  on 
the  ground  that  that  letter  and  the  president’s  in- 
structions to  the  heads  of  the  departments,  would 
bar  all  investigation.  (See  page  19  of  journal). 
Instead  of  barring,  the  letter  of  the  president  in- 
vited investigation. 

It  says,  “if  you  are  able  to  point  to  any  case, 
where  there  is  the  slightest  reason  to  suspect  corrup- 
tion or  abuse  of  trust,  no  obstacle  which  I can  re- 
move shall  be  interposed  to  prevent  the  fullest 
scrutiny  by  all  legal  means.  The  offices  of  all  the 
departments  will  be  opened  to  you,  and  every  pro- 
per facility  furnished  for  this  purpose.” 

The  replies  from  all  the  heads  of  departments 
have  been  to  the  same  effect,  pledging  the  whole 
disposable  force  of  their  officers  to  ferret  out  any 
the  slightest  specified  act  of  neglect  or  violation  of 
public  duty  complained  of  from  any  quarter;  and 
not  only  so,  but  affirming  that  they  knew  of  no  em- 
ployment or  payment  of  printers,  officers  or  agents 
in  their  departments,  without  authority  of  law. 

Neither  did  the  committee  discover  in  the  letter 
of  the  president  any  attack  upon  the  proceedings 
of  the  house  or  the  privileges  of  its  members;  for 
the  plain  reason,  that  neither  the  house  nor  its 
members  have  any  privilege  to  call  upon  parties 
accused  to  criminate  themselves.  Consequently, 
they  could  not  sanction  the  resolution,  offered  by 
the  chairman,  (page  29  of  journal),  to  censure  the 
president  for  his  emphatic  repulsion  of  what  he 
construed  to  mean  charges  of  personal  accusation, 
and  calls  for  self-crimination;  nor  could  they  con- 
sent to  put  a stop  to  the  public  business  by  getting 
up  a debate  in  the  house,  to  enforce  any  pretended 
“privilege”  of  the  house  or  its  committees,  to  com- 
pel public  officers  to  furnish  evidence  against  them- 
selves. 

The  committee  would  suggest  one  other  reason 
for  permitting  these  calls  to  be’ made  on  the  parties 
implicated  therebj’,  for  act3  done  without  authority 
of  iaw.  This  might  be  construed  to  mean  palpable 
violations  of  law’,  or  it  might  mean  a mere  prescrip- 
tive irregularity  in  the  business  of  a department, 
not  provided  for  by  law,  but  supposed  fo  be  inci- 
dental to  some  general  provision,  or  sanctioned  by 
long  usage. 

With  this  view,  the  committee  appended  to  the 
calls  the  fifth  resolution,  requesting  explanations  as 
to  any  innovations  not  authorised  by  law,  if  such 
existed*  and  they  also  considered  that  there  was  a 
distinction,  as  to  the  strict  rules  of  evidence,  be- 
tween a letter  of  inquiry,  and  a question  put  to  a 
witness  under  oath.  In  cases  where  witnesses  were 
called  before  them,  the  committee  felt  bound  to  ad- 
here to  the  rule  by  which  self-accusing  questions 
W’ere  excluded;  and  this  will  explain  the  reason  of 
the  rejection  of  a large  class  of  the  very  numerous 
questions  put  by  the  chairman. 

That  too  much  latitude  has  sometimes  been  gi- 
ven in  admitting  self-accusing  questions  to  be  put 
to  witnesses,  is  quite  probable.  The  committee 
notice  one,  and  there  may  be  others,  in  the  journal, 
viz:  the  question  put  to  Mr.  Secretary  Woodbury, 
(page  80),  as  to  his  being  engaged  in  purchases 
of  public  lands,  which,  in  his  case,  would  be  a vio- 
lation of  law.  The  witness,  however,  waived  his 
obvious  right  not  to  reply,  and  fully  answered  in 
the  negative.  If  there  has  been  error  or  inconsis- 
tency, therefore,  in  not  conducting  the  examination 
of  witnesses  invariably  on  the  known  rules  of  evi- 
dence, it  has  been  on  the  side,  not  of  exclusion,  but 
of  admission  of  questions.  It  has  also  shown,  that 
the  several  members  of  the  committee  decided  on 
each  matter  as  it  came  up,  without  previous  con- 
cert, the  adoption  or  rejection  of  a question  fre- 


quently being  determined  by  a single  vote,  or  by 
the  equal  division  of  the  committee. 

During  the  thirty  days  of  the  actual  sittings  of 
the  committee,  the  following  named  witnesses  were 
examined,  viz: 

Hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  lion.  Abijah  Mann,  jr. 
lion.  James  Parker,  hon.  John  Bell,  hon.  Hugh  L. 
White,  honorable  Balie  Peyton,  hon  F.  W.  Pick- 
ens, hon.  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  lion.  A.  H.  Sevier,  and 
hon.  Garret  D.  Wall,  all  members  of  congress; 
S.  R.  Hobbie,  of  the  post  olfice  department;  Wil- 
liam Van  Hook,  of  New  York;  Win.  D.  Lewis, 
Philadelphia;  Levi  Woodbuiy,  secretary  of  the 
treasury;  John  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state;  Amos 
.Kendall,  postmaster  general;  William  Littlefield, 
Newport,  Rhode  Island;  James  L.  Anthony,  trea- 
sury department;  James  L.  Edwards  and  George 
W.  Crump,  pension  olfice;  D.  A.  A.  Buck,  war  de- 
partment; George  W.  B.  Towns,  Georgia;  Charles 
Morris  and  Charles  W.  Goldsborough,  navy  com- 
missioners’ office;  N.  Towson  paymaster  general; 
Samuel  D.  Langtree,  war  department;  David  Hen- 
shaw,  Massachusetts;  and  John  Ross,  a Cherokee 
chief- — 28. 

Hon.  Aaron  Vanderpoel,  hon.  James  Standefer, 
members  of  congress,  and  William  J.  Duane,  late 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  attended  as  witnesses,  but 
the  questions  propounded  to  them  were  rejected  on 
grounds  fully  explained  in  this  report,  and  obvious 
from  the  nature  of  the  inquiries  proposed.  (See 
pages  of  journal  60,  77  and  81.) 

Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  of  the  senate,  was  sum- 
moned as  a witness,  but  neither  attended  nor  repli- 
ed to  the  call. 

Hon.  Felix  Grundy,  of  the  senate,  wras  requested 
to  attend  as  a witness,  on  motion  of  the  chairman; 
and  though  not  acceding  to  the  right  of  the  commit- 
tee to  require  his  attendance,  he  communicated  his 
readiness,  w’hen  not  engaged  in  public  business,  vo- 
luntarily to  wait  upon  the  committee  and  give  tes- 
timony, if  notified.  No  such  notice  was  given  to 
Mr.  Grundy. 

Honorables  Cave  Johnson  and  James  J.  McKay, 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  were  also  summon- 
ed at  the  request  of  the  chairman,  but  not  examined. 

The  witnesses  who  were  summoned  and  appear- 
ed, but  were  not  examined,  were  Jonathan  Seaver, 
(office  of  the  second  comptroller);  John  N.  Moul- 
der, Thomas  B.  Reilly,  F-obert  S.  Wharton,  David 
Saunders  and  John  J.  Abert,  of  Washington;  Sa- 
muel Kendall  and  Charles  Gooch,  (post  office  de- 
partment); Henry  L.  Ellsworth,  (patent  office); 
John  M.  Walker,  Richard  Harrison,  (first  auditor’s 
office);  John  Green,  (war  department). 

The  witnesses  summoned,  and  who  did  not  ap- 
pear, were  J.  L.  Joseph,  New  York;  R.  J.  Philips, 
James  Schott,  Henry  Fry  and  James  Reeside,  Phi- 
ladelphia; N.  S.  Rnggles,  Newport,  R.  I.;  Duncan 
Clinch  and  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  Washington;  Da- 
vid Williamson  and  John  S.  Shriver,  of  Baltimore. 
Interrogatories  sent  to  James  Jackson,  of  Alabama, 
were  not  returned.  Thirty  witnesses  summoned 
and  not  examined. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-two  questions  were  pro- 
posed to  witnesses  under  examination.  Of  these, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-one  were  proposed  by  the 
chairman,  (Mr.  Wise),  except  five  or  six  put  by 
the  member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Lincoln).— 
The  remaining  twenty-one  were  all  that  were  sug- 
gested by  other  members  of  the  committee.  Eigh- 
ty-nine of  the  questions  were  adopted,  and  rixty- 
three  rejected. 

The  proposition  is  therefore  presented  from  these 
facts,  as  a conclusive  answer  to  all  pretence,  if  set 
up,  that  no  abuses  have  been  detected  because  the 
committee  suppressed  investigation — viz:  that  if 
eighty-nine  questions  were  put  to  some  thirty  wit- 
nesses, without,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
drawing  out  a single  material  fact  calling  in  ques- 
tion the  ability,  integrity  and  fdelity  with  which 
the  executive  departments  have  been  conducted; 
does  it  not  follow,  either  that  the  interrogatories 
were  unskilfully  framed,  or  that  the  fifty-eight  re- 
jected questions  were  the  only  ones  that  specified 
any  act  of  abuse,  neglect  or  violation  of  duty?  An 
examination  of  the  questions  rejected  and  admitted 
will  demonstrate  that  no  such  distinction  exists  be- 
tween them. 

To  enable  them  to  get  at  all  the  means  of  detect- 
ing abuses,  the  committee  called  upon  the  chair- 
man, who  was  the  mover  of  the  resolution  in  the 
house,  to  state  under  oath  whether  he,  of  his  own 
knowledge,  knew  of  any  act  of  the  heads  of  the  ex- 
ecutive departments  that  was  either  corrupt  or  a 
violation  of  official’  duty.  Failing  in  this,  and  re- 
ceiving no  answer,  except  a declaration  of  the  poli- 
tical creed  of  the  witness,  he  was  then  called  upon 
lor  the  names  of  those  from  whom  he  had  received 
the  information  on  which  he  founded  his  belief  that 
the  executive  departments  have  corruptly  violated 
their  duties.  His  answer  was:  (page  16  journal). 


“I  do  positively  refuse  to  give  up  the  names  of 
those  who  have  informed  me  as  to  the  conduct  or 
misconduct  of  executive  officers.” 

How,  then,  could  the  investigation  be  prosecuted 
farther  than  it  has  been,  if  the  mover  of  the  resolu- 
tion, who  affirms  he  has  information  from  certain 
persons,  on  which  he  founds  a belief  of  the  exist- 
ence of  corrupt  violations  of  law,  and  of  which  the 
rest  of  the  committee  are  entirely  ignorant,  posi- 
tively refuses  to  give  up  the  names  of  his  informeis, 
that  they  may  be  called  upon  to  disclose  these  al- 
leged acts  of  corruption  and  violation  of  duty? 

Under  such  circumstances,  can  there  be  just 
cause  for  complaint  of  the  committee,  of  the  execu- 
tive, or  of  the  heads  of  departments,  that  they  have 
restricted  or  w’ithheld  proofs  of  violation  of  duty, 
when  he  himself,  by  his  own  admission,  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  is  in  possession  of  the  names 
of  witnesses  who  can  prove  the  charges,  and  yet  re- 
fuses to  name  or  to  call  those  witnesses?  Who -is 
responsible  for  restricting  inquiry,  if  he  is  not,  who, 
having  the  names  of  witnesses  within  his  knowledge, 
refuses  to  give  up  their  names,  or  call  upon  them  to 
testify?  If  the  reason  assigned  for  withholding  the 
names  of’the  alleged  witnesses,  viz:  that  they  are 
“dependant  upon  the  will  of  arbitrary  power  for  the 
stations  they  hold,”  is  a justification  of  this  refusal, 
does  it  not  amount  to  a useless  waste  of  the  time  of 
the  house  and  the  labor  of  the  committee,  to  demand 
an  investigation  in  order  to  prove  corrupt  violations 
of  public  duty  by  the  executive  officers,  when  it 
was  known  that  neither  to  the  house  nor  to  the  com- 
mittee could  or  would  be  disclosed  the  names  of  the 
witnesses  who,  it  was  assumed,  could  prove  this 
corrupt  violation  of  official  duty? 

The  committee  do  not  impugn  the  motives  or  call 
in  question  the  course  of  proceeding  adopted  by  any 
member  of  the  committee,  but  they  are  bound  to 
state  all  the  alleged  sources  of  information  which 
have  been  withheld  in  the  investigation. 

Here  the  committee  might  justly  have  declined  all 
further  proceeding,  but  they  deemed  it  more  satis- 
factory to  use  all  the  means  in  their  power  of  arriv- 
ing at  the  foundation  of  the  charges  that  had  been 
made  of  misconduct  and  corruption  in  the  heads  of 
the  executive  departments.  With  this  view  they 
called  upon  those  w'ho,  they  had  reason  to  believe, 
were  best  acquainted  with  the  facts  and  the  wit- 
nesses in  the  case,  and  requested  the  attendance  be- 
fore them  of  Messrs.  Bell,  Peyton  and  Pickens,  of 
the  house,  and  Messrs.  White  and  Calhoun  of  the  se- 
riate. The  first  three  of  those  gentlemen,  complain- 
ed of  this  proceeding  as  an  act  of  personal  injustice, 
and  an  infringement  of  the  freedom  of  debate;  but 
on  no  grounds  which  the  committee  can  consider 
just  or  reasonable.  They  were  called  upon  as  the 
best  sources  to  furnish  the  committee  with  proofs  or 
with  the  names  of  witnesses;  and,  instead  of  doing 
so,  they  make  complaints  against  the  committee  and 
the  president,  as  if  they  were  the  authors  of  the 
charges,  the  movers  of  the  resolution  of  inquiry,  and 
the  promoters  of  this  whole  investigation!  They  tes- 
tify to  no  corrupt  act  that  they  know,  but  to  much 
that  they  “have  been  informed  of  and  verily  believe,” 
but  give  no  names  of  informers  or  witnesses  who 
know  the  alleged  acts  of  corruption  in  official  duty. 

The  voluminous  statements  and  arguments  of 
these  gentlemen,  including  that  of  judge  White, 
occupy  seventy-one  pages  of  the  printed  journal, 
setting  forth  their  political  creeds  and  belief,  in  the 
form  of  testimony  under  oath.  They  communicate 
no  facts,  nor  allegations  of  facts,  that  have  not  been 
fully  discussed,  in  almost  every  particular,  in  the 
public  press;  been  tested  by  the  votes  of  the  people 
in  the  elections,  or  passed  upon  in  some  forn/or 
other  by  one  or  both  houses  of  congress.  The 
committee  permitted  them  to  form  a part  of  their 
journal,  though  they  are  argumentative,  and  entire- 
ly devoid  of  every  legal  characteristic  of  testimony; 
but  as  they  prove  nothing,  the  committee  do  not  re- 
gard them  as  having  any  bearing  whatever  upon 
the  inquiry  they  were  instructed  to  make  into  the 
condition  of  the  executive  departments,  and  the  al- 
legations of  corrupt  violation  of  duty.  The  state- 
ments of  those  gentlemen,  and  particularly  that  of 
judge  White,  who  was  released  from  every  obliga- 
tion of  private  confidence  by  the  president,  are  re- 
markable proofs  of  the  purity  and  honesty  with 

which  the  administration  has  been  conducted. 

These  gentlemen  were  for  years  the  political  friends 
of  the  president,  and  in  his  confidence.  They  are 
now  his  opponents,  and  have  been  called  on  to 
state  every  transaction  they  knew  implying  a viola- 
tion of  public  duty;  and  they  have  not  disclosed  a 
single  fact  within  their  own  knowledge,  that  affects 
the  character  or  conduct  of  the  president  or  heads 
of  departments  in  the  discharge  of  their  public  du- 
ties. Even  the  statements  they  adopt  from  others, 
whether  true  or  false,  relate  to  private  opinions  and 
acts,  having  no  connection  with  the  discharge  or 
neglect  of  puhlic  duty.  One  of  their  opinions  is, 
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that  there  was  favoritism  and  extravagance  in  the 
appointment  of,  and  allowance  to,  the  three  com- 
missioners on  Indian  treaties,  under  the  act  of  July 
14,  1832.  “The  commission,” says  Mr.  Bell,  (page 
263  of  journal),  “turned  out  to  be  almost  an  entire 
failure.”  This  opinion,  unsupported  by  any  evi- 
dence, is  singularly  at  variance  with  the  report 
made  by  a member  of  the  opposition,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  Indian  affairs  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, May  20, 1834.  That  committee,  in  reference 
to  this  same  commission,  say,  (page  23  of  their  re- 
port), “The  labors  of  the  committee  have  been 
much  assisted  by  the  very  able  and  interesting  re- 
port of  the  commissioners,  which  is  annexed  to 
this  report.  It  contains  much  valuable  information, 
and  will  enable  the  public  to  appreciate  the  zeal, 
industry  and  ability  with  which  they  have  executed 
the  duties  of  their  commission.” 

The  opinion  of  Mr.  Bell  in  this  matter  would 
also  seem  to  be  at  variance  with  the  fact,  that  the 
senate  have  approved  and  ratified  important  treaties 
made  by  these  same  commissioners  with  the  Chero- 
kee, Creek,  Seneca,  Seneca  and  Shawnee,  Quapaw, 
Otto,  Missouri,  and  Pawnee  tribes  of  Indians. 

The  compensation  allowed  the  commissioners 
appears  to  have  been  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
usages  of  the  government  under  previous  adminis- 
trations, viz:  the  per  diem  and  mileage  of  members 
of  congress. 

That  there  have  been  abuses  and  gross  injustice 
towards  the  Indians,  practised  by  speculators  and 
unprincipled  men,  is  undoubtedly  true;  but  none 
of  these  abuses  are  traced  to  any  act,  authority, 
neglect,  or  connivance  of  the  president  and  heads 
of  departments;  and  in  every  instance,  where  fraud 
or  injustice  is  shown  to  have  been  alleged  against 
any  public  agent,  the  executive  officers  have  been 
prompt  in  investigating  and  correcting  the  evil. 
This  fact  fully  appears  from  the  “documents  relat- 
ing to  the  letter  of  R.  T.  Archer  to  the  chairman,” 
(pages  125  and  274  of  journal).  In  that  matter, 
(which  is  made  aground  of  complaint),  after  a lapse 
of  more  than  three  years,  coming  from  the  distance 
of  Columbus,  Mississippi,  it  appears  that  the  com- 
plainant is  totally  mistaken  in  his  facts — the  presi- 
dent and  the  department  having  caused  a full  in- 
vestigation of  the  charges,  and  “the  strictest  inqui- 
ry into  this  matter,”  and  the  commissioner  of  the 
land  office-  having  ordered  the  decision  of  the  re- 
gister at  Chocchuma  to  be  corrected,  so  far  as  it 
was  erroneous. 

The  impropriety  of  witnesses  substituting  party 
opinions  for  testimony,  under  oath,  is  show'u  in  the 
statement  of  the  honorable  F.  W.  Pickens,  (page 
46  of  journal) . He  appeared  as  a witness  to  testily 
whether  he  knew,  of  his  own  knowledge,  of  any 
act  by  either  of  the  heads  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments, which  was  corrupt,  or  a violation  of  their 
official  duties.  His  answer  is,  that  he  knows  of 
many  acts  in  violation  of  official  duty,  but  will 
name  only  those  that  are  most  prominent;  and  then 
he  places" at  the  head  of  violations  of  official  duty 
the  proclamation  of  the  president,  in  1832,  against 
the  nullification  doctrines  of  South  Carolina!  The 
removal  of  the  deposites,  the  employment  of  state 
banks,  proscription  and  the  specie  treasury  order, 
make  up  the  catalogue  of  “gross  and  palpable  vio- 
lations of  official  duty,”  affirmed  by  the  witness. 
Had  the  testimony  of  numerous  honorable  senators 
and  representatives  of  the  opposition  party  to  which 
the  witness  belongs,  comprising  a majority,  been 
taken  in  this  matter,  they  would  doubtless  have 
pronounced  the  proclamation  against  nullification 
the  purest  act  of  the  whole  administration;  and  had 
a vast  majority  of  the  people  testified  before  the 
committee,  as  they  have  done  through  the  ballot- 
box,  they  would  have  pronounced  all  the  other  acts 
of  the  administration,  referred  to  by  Mr.  Pickens, 
the  highest  and  most  faithful  discharge  of  official 
duties. 

What,  then,  are  the  facts  touching  the  “condi- 
tion” of  the  executive  departments,  the  “manner” 
in  which  the  public  business  has  been  discharged 
in  them,  and  “the  causes  of  complaints  against 
them,”  which  are  proved  in  this  investigation? 

The  charges  attempted  to  be  proved  are, 

First.  Speculations  in  the  public  lands.  The 
committee  permitted  this  inquiry  to  be  made, 
touching  all  officers  who  were  by  law  prohibited 
from  purchasing  or  speculating  in  the  public  lands. 
The  acts  of  September  2,  1789,  and  March  3,  1791, 
prohibit  such  purchase  to  persons  appointed  to  any 
office  instituted  bv  the  act  to  establish  the  treasury 
department,  and  to  all  the  clerks  employed  therein. 
There  w'as  no  proof  before  the  committee  that  any 
officer  or  clerk,  prohibited  by  law'  from  dealing  in 
the  public  lands,  had  violated  the  law. 

The  committee  did  not  feel  authorised  to  extend 
this  inqury  to  public  officers  who  were  riot  prohibit- 
ed from  making  such  purchases,  such  act  not  being 
a violation  of  official  duty  any  more  than  the  pur- 


chase of  any  article  of  trade  or  commerce.  If  it 
leads  to  abuses,  congress  should  apply  the  remedy. 

Second.  Disbursing  officers  drawing  specie,  and 
selling  the  same  as  merchandise  to  purchasers  of 
public  lands,  or  others.  The  evidence  (pages  80, 
32,  33,  37),  negatives  this  charge. 

Third.  “Paying  a treasury  warrant  which  was 
gambled  away  by  a disbursing  officer.”  This  charge 
was  first  suggested  as  an  allegation  that  dralts  to 
the  amount  of  $ 20,000  had  been  paid  by  the  late 
secretary  of  war,  governor  Cass,  to  the  assignee  of 
a disbursing  officer,  named  Johnston,  with  the 
knowledge  that  they  had  been  gambled  away,  and 
after  they  had  been  protested  by  a deposite  bank, 
and  countermanded  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry. The  facts  in  this  case  are  highly  creditable" 
to  the  vigilance  of  the  executive  departments.  In- 
stead of  $20,000,  the  amount  was  $2,500,  which 
was  not  paid  to  the  holder  until  it  was  proved  that 
the  drafts  came  into  his  possession  with  no  know- 
ledge of  the  original  gambling  transfer;  nor  then, 
until  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general  had  been 
taken,  and  ample  indemnity  secured  to  the  govern- 
ment, should  it  be  made  to  appear  that  the  holder 
was  cognizant  of  the  fraudulent  transfer.  This 
case  is  fully  explained  in  the  testimony  of  bon. 
Ambrose  H.  Sevier,  (page  49  of  journal),  by  docu- 
ments, (pages  62  to  71),  and  the  opinion  of  the  at- 
torney general,  (page  68  of  journal).  It  does  not 
appear  that  Johnston,  the  disbursing  officer,  who 
died  soon  after  this  transaction,  was  employed  after 
the  fiaud  by  the  department. 

Fourth.  The  case  of  T.  B.  Waterman,  viz:  the 
allowance  of  an  exorbitant  account  by  Mr.  Secreta- 
ry Cass,  after  it  had  been  virtually  disallowed;  and 
then  paying  it,  after  its  allowance  had  been  forged, 
without  causing  the  offender  to  be  prosecuted. 
The  facts  in  evidence  are,  that  AVaterman  was 
temporarily  employed  to  copy  papers  in  the  pen- 
sion office,  for  which  he  presented  a bill  of  $188. 
It  was  not  allowed.  Subsequently,  an  assignee  of 
the  bill,  Mr.  Causten,  of  Washington,  who  had  ad- 
vanced the  amount  to  Waterman,  presented  it  en- 
dorsed with  the  approval  of  Mr.  Secretary  Cass, 
which  proved  to  be  a forgery,  and  it  W'as  not  paid. 
Some  months  after,  the  claim  wTas  again  presented 
by  the  assignee,  and,  being  reduced  to  $144,  which 
was  a fair  compensation  for  the  work,  it  was  allow- 
ed and  paid.  (See  pages  51  and  57  of  journal). 
This  transaction  was  entirely  proper  on  the  part  of 
the  department.  The  forgery  on  the  first  account 
did  not  discharge  the  actual  debt  due;  nor  was  the 
secretary  of  war,  or  his  agents,  bound  to  prosecute 
Waterman:  and  neither  were  they  in  possession  of 
proof  that  he  committed  the  forgery,  except  from 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Causten  to  Mr.  Crump  that 
he  had  confessed  it  to  the  former. 

Fifth.  The  case  of  David  Melville,  a weigher 
and  guager  in  the  customs  at  Newport.  The 
charge  is,  that  Melville  was  removed  from  office 
for  opinion’s  sake.  The  facts  are,  that  when  Mr. 
FJlery,  the  collector  who  appointed  Melville,  re- 
signed, and  Mr.  Littlefield  was  appointed  collector, 
the  latter,  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  the  law' 
gave  him  in  such  cases,  did  not  reappoint  Mel- 
ville, whose  office  w7as  at  an  end  by  the  resignation 
of  his  principal.  The  public  service  W'as  not  im- 
paired, but,  it  w'ould  seem,  promoted,  by  this  act; 
and  as  it  comes  under  the  class  of  inquiries  into 
motives,  it  was  not,  for  reasons  before  given,  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  committee.  In  fact,  at  the 
very  time  it  was  pressed  upon  this  committee,  a 
standing  committee  of  the  house  (on  commerce) 
had  the  whole  matter  in  charge,  on  a petition  from 
David  Melville,  and  made  their  report  February 
23d,  adverse  to  the  petitioner.  The  same  subject 
was  before  the  senate  the  last  session,  and  all  the 
documents  connected  with  it  published  at  that 
time.  A full  explanation  of  the  case  is  given  in 
the  testimony  of  Mr.  Littlefield  and  Mr.  Secretary 
Woodbury,  (pages  189,  75,  and  80,  of  journal). 

Sixth.  The  case  of  J.  W.  Reckless,  collector  at 
Perth  Amboy,  New  Jersey.  This  appears  to  be  a 
charge  under  the  head  of  “retaining  corrupt  and 
fraudulent  officers  in  place,  knowing  of  their  mal- 
feasance in  office.”  The  specification  is  w'holly 
unsupported  by  the  evidence  in  the  case,  which 
has  encumbered  the  journal  with  a mass  of  docu- 
ments occupying  fifty-eight  printed  pages.  The 
president,  in  the  exercise  of  his  discretion,  and  with 
all  the  original  papers  before  him,  decided  that 
irregular  incidental  expenses  had  been  charged,  but 
that  there  was  no  proof  of  corruption  or  fraud,  and 
the  collector  was  required  to  refund  the  irregular 
charges.  This  case  is  fully  and  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained in  the  answers  of  honorable  Garret  D.  Wall, 
of  the  senate,  to  questions  put  to  him,  (page  309 
of  journal).  This  is  the  only  specific  allegation 
made  of  corrupt  retaining  in  office;  and  the  facts 
disclosed  w'arrant  no  suspicion  of  improper  acts  or 
motives  in  the  executive  officer. 


Seventh.  The  late  secretary  of  w'ar,  governor 
Cass,  paying  for  services  never  performed.  The 
evidence  on  this  point,  (page  51  and  54),  is,  that 
D.  A.  A.  Buck,  a citizen  of  Vermont,  received  the 
appointment  of  a clerk  in  the  pension  office,  July 
8,  1835;  that  on  the  27th  of  that  month,  he  com- 
menced his  journey  to  Washington,  which  journey 
was  suspended  and  interrupted  in  consequence  of 
severe  indisposition;  that  during  the  delay  of  his 
journey,  thus  caused,  he  was  elected  a member  of 
the  A'ermont  legislature  the  first  Tuesday  of  Sep- 
tember following,  and  took  his  seat  the  second 
Thursday  in  October,  and  continued  a member  of 
the  legislature  five  weeks,  till  its  adjournment;  that 
on  the  20th  of  November  he  proceeded  to  Washing- 
ton, and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  De- 
cember 4th;  that  he  presented  his  account  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Cass,  who  knew  the  facts  in  the  case, 
for  salary  at  the  rate  of  $1,200  per  annum,  from 
the  27th  of  July  to  the  4th  of  December,  deducting 
theffive  w'eeks’he  was  a member  of  the  legislature, 
and  was  allowed  pay  for  four  months  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States.  This  was  a matter  for  the 
discretion  of  the  secretary  of  W'ar.  The  usage  is 
stated  to  be,  that  the  pay  commences  from  the  time 
of  starting  for  the  ‘seat  of  government.  The  ac- 
count, and  all  the  circumstances,  were  fairly  and 
fully  stated  by  Mr.  Buck,  with  no  attempt  at  con- 
cealment, and,  as  he  believed,  in  strict  conformity 
with  usage.  The  committee,  in  so  inconsiderable 
a matter,  cannot  call  in  question  the  upright  inten- 
tion of  the  late  head  of  the  war  department,  upon 
this  statement  of  facts. 

Eighth.  The  apparent  attempt  to  connect  the 
secretary  of  state,  in  his  official  capacity,  with  his 
private  interest  as  counsel  in  the  Golphin  claim, 
introduced  into  the  last  treaty  with  the  Cherokee 
Indians,  in  1835-36,  but  excluded  from  the  treaty 
by  the  senate.  The  answers  of  hon.  G.  \\r.  B. 
Towns,  (page  88),  and  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  (page  105 
of  journal),  need  only  be  examined  to  show' the 
high  sense  of  honor  and  official  responsibility  with 
which  the  secretary  conducted  in  relation  to  that 
transaction.  Even  John  Ross,  the  Cherokee  chief, 
who  w'as  questioned  by  the  chairman  on  this  point, 
disclaims  all  knowledge  of  any  means  employed,  or 
influence  exerted,  by  any  officers  or  agents  of  the 
executive  departments,  to  have  the  stipulation  re- 
specting the  Golphin  claim  inserted  in  the  Cherokee 
treaty,  (page  291  of  journal).  It  is  proper  to  state, 
that  the  answers  of  this  witness  were  handed  in  the 
last  day  of  receiving  testimony;  and,  from  the  ab- 
sence of  members  of  the  committee,  w ho  were  oc- 
cupied by  the  business  of  the  house,  no  opportunity 
was  had  for  a cross-examination,  touching  implied 
charges  against  individuals,  having,  however,  no 
connection  whatever  .with  the  executive  depart- 
ments. 

There  only  remains  unnoticed,  in  all  the  mass  of 
testimony,  five  or  six  minor  charges,  which  are  dis- 
tinctly disproved  by  the  evidence,  viz:  The  anony- 
mous charge  from  some  reckless  newspaper  against 
Mr.  S.  R.  Bobbie,  assistant  postmaster  general,  of 
holding  stock  in  a N.  York  bank,  which  was  given 
as  a gratuity  by  mail  contractors.  The  affidavits 
produced  by  Mr.  Hobbie  leave  not  a vestige  of  this 
calumny,  (page  101  of  journal.) 

The  charges  by  AVm.  Hobby  against  paymaster 
general  Towson,  (page  107),  which  are  shown  by 
col.  T.  to  be  entire  fabrications. 

It  is  proper  to  state,  that  the  appendix  attached 
to  the  journal  of  the  committee  has  no  relation  to 
any  of  the  acts  of  the  executive  departments.  It 
has  been  printed  at  the  request  of  the  chairman; 
and  the  explanations  of  commodore  Morris  and 
Mr.  Goldsborough,  secretary  to  the  navy  commis- 
sioners, the  latter  in  the  form  of  an  argument,  ap- 
pended. 

Much  space  in  the  journal  is  occupied  with  the 
statement  of  hon.  Balie  Peyton,  relating  to  the 
non-removal  of  John  Spencer,  receiver  of  the  land 
office  at  Fort  Wavne,  Indiana.  This  case  was 
fully  explained  by  the  reply  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  a call  made  by  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, the  30th  of  January,  the  present  session. 
That  document  is  appended  to  Mr.  Peyton’s  state- 
ment, (page  234  of  journal).  It  shows  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  calling 
upon  the  receiver,  before  any  complaint  had  been 
made,  and  in  causing  a thorough  investigation  into 
the  matter  by  a special  agent.  So  satisfactory  was 
the  result  of  the  whole  matter,  that  the  committee 
apprehended,  that  if  the  secretary  had  ureed  the 
removal  of  Mr.  Spencer,  and  the  president  had 
caused  it  to  be  made,  there  would  have  been,  from 
the  same  source,  a stronger  complaint  for  “pro- 
scription” than  there  now  is  for  retaining  in  office. 

The  matter  of  the  Decatur  bank,  in  Alabama, 
was  introduced  on  the  last  day  of  receiving  testi- 
mony before  the  committee,  (page  289  of  journal). 
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The  (acts  in  the  case  are,  that' last  March,  before 
the  specie  circular  was  thought  of,  a contract  was 
made  by  the  treasury  department  with  the  branch 
of  the  Alabama  state  bank,  at  Decatur,  which  never 
was  a deposit?  bank,  for  about  half  a million  of 
state  bonus  purchased  in  behalf  of  the  Chickasaw 
Indians.  A part  of  the  agreement  was,  that  the 
branch  bank  should  take  such  money  as  was  paid 
in  at  Pontitoc,  from  time  to  time,  for  Indian  lands 
sold  there  on  account  of  the  Chickasaws,  and  send 
to  Washington  bonds  for  the  amount.  Enough  was 
not  received  to  discharge  the  whole  contract  in  Sep- 
tember last,  when  the  bank  wrote  that  it  was  wil- 
ling to  take  its  own  bills  in  payment,  instead  of 
specie,  if  the  treasury  department  would  assent  to 
it.  The  bank  was  accordingly  advised  by  the  de- 
partment, that,  to  the  extent  of  the  contract,  and  no 
farther,  there  was  no  objection  to  receiving  the 
bills  of  the  bank  instead  of  specie,  if  the  bank,  to 
which  the  money  was  to  be  paid,  preferred  them. 
The  department,  it  appears,  saw  no  reason  why 
the  payee  might  not  be  permitted  to  waive  specie 
payment,  if  he  pleased. 

In  this  transaction  the  committee  can  perceive  no 
relation  to  a total  or  partial  repeal  of  the  treasury 
order,  as  to  public  lands  generally,  or  any  favor 
conferred  on  the  bank  or  the  state  of  Alabama.  It 
was  merely  carrying  into  effect  a contract  as  to  pro- 
ceeds of  Indian  lands,  which  was  made  long  be- 
fore the  treasury  order  issued,  and  merely  assent- 
ing, under  that  contract,  that  the  money  to  be  paid 
to  the  contracting  party,  and  not  into  the  treasury, 
might,  to  the  extent  of  the  contract,  and  no  farther, 
be  paid  in  bills  instead  of  specie,  if  that  party  pre- 
ferred it. 

The  committee  have  now  disposed  of  all  the  ma- 
terial points  involved  in  this  long  and  laborious  in- 
vestigation. They  regret  that  the  brief  space  al- 
lowed for  preparing  their  report  did  not  admit  of 
more  condensation  of  the  mass  of  matter  before 
them;  but  as  the  attention  of  the  whole  country 
has  been  called  to  this  investigation,  the  committee 
have  deemed  it  an  indispensable  duty  to  present, 
in  a full  and  distinct  form,  a view  of  the  principles 
on  which  they  have  conducted  this  examination, 
with  a summary  from  the  voluminous  and  discon- 
nected testimony  of  all  the  allegations  and  specifi- 
cations of  violation  of  duty,  and  the  evidence  pro- 
duced to  sustain  them.  ' 

The  result  of  the  whole  is  a firm  conviction  that, 
to  an  extent  which  the  warmest  friends  of  this  or 
any  other  administration  could  not  have  anticipated 
in  passing  through  such  an  ordeal,  to  which  no 
other  administration  was  ever  subjected,  is  demon- 
strated, Deyond  question  or  doubt,  the  truth  of  the 
testimony  borne  by  the  president,  in  his  annual 
message,  to  the  “prosperous  condition  of  the  vari- 
ous executive  departments,  and  to  the  ability  and 
integrity  with  which  they  have  been  conducted.” 

Equally  well  established  by  undeniable  facts,  is 
the  sincerity  and  uprightness  of  the  untiring  “aim” 
of  the  chief  magistrate  “to  enforce  in  all  of  them 
a vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public  bu- 
siness;” and  it  seems  to  the  committee,  that,  after 
this  long  and  laborious  investigation  into  the  offi- 
cial conduct  of  the  president  and  the  heads  of  the 
departments,  with  the  fearless  invitation  of  the  for- 
mer to  his  once  bosom  frie'nds  to  disclose  every 
matter  of  confidence  that  ever  existed  between 
them,  no  fair  mind  can  resist  the  conviction  that 
there  in  reality  exists  “no  just  cause  of  complaint 
from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which  the  exe- 
cutive departments  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their 
creation.” 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That,  so  far  as  has  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  committee,  from  the  results  of  this  in- 
vestigation, the  condition  of  the  various  executive 
departments  is  prosperous,  and  that  they  have  been 
conducted  with  ability  and  integrity;  that  the  pre- 
sident has  aimed  to  enforce,  in  all  of  them,  a vigi- 
lant and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public  business; 
and  that  there  is  no  just  cause  of  complaint,  from 
any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which  they  have  ful- 
filled the  objects  of  their  creation. 

VIEWS  OF  THE  MINORITY. 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  select  commit- 
tee appointed  under  a resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  17th  of  January  last,  disa- 
greeing to,  and  dissenting  from,  the  report  adopted 
by  a majority  of  said  committee,  beg  leave  to  offer 
the  following  reasons  for  said  disagreement  and  dis- 
sent, and  request  that  the  same  may  be  entered  on 
the  journal. 

1.  Because  the  construction  put  by  a majority  of 
the  committee  upon  the  resolution  of  the  house, 
has  so  narrowed  and  restrained  the  scope  of  inqui- 
ry, as,  by  necessary  consequence,  to  preclude  and 
suppress  the  investigation  which,  in  the  opinion  of 


the  undersigned,  was  most  manifestly  the  object  of 
the  mover  and  advocates  of  the  resolution,  and 
must  have  been  the  intention  of  the  house  in  its 
adoption. 

2.  Because  the  committee  having,  by  various  re- 
solutions, sought  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  heads  of  departments,  information 
which  was  deemed  material  to  the  investigalion  of 
the  condition  and  management  of  those  depart- 
ments, and  into  the  manner  in  which  the  executive 
government  has  been  administered  in  those  depart- 
ments, respectively,  which  resolutions  were  an- 
swered by  a most  extraordinary  communication  ad- 
dressed by  the  president  to  the  chairman,  now  en- 
tered upon  the  journal  declining  to  furnish  the  in- 
formation asked  for  by  the  committee,  and  deemed 
indispensable  to  the  faithful  execution  of  the  duties 
devolved  upon  them  by  the  resolution  of  the  house, 
the  undersigned  are  without  the  means  of  justifying 
to  their  own  minds  the  reasonings  and  conclusions 
which  the  majority  of  the  committee  have  adopted 
in  their  report. 

3.  Because  many  documents  and  papers,  and 
much  evidence  sought  by  the  committee  in  the  re- 
solutions, addressed  to  the  heads  of  departments, 
have  not  been  obtained  by  the  committee  lor  rea- 
sons assigned  in  the  answers  given  to  those  resolu- 
tions, or  otherwise  apparent  on  the  journal;  and, 
in  the  absence  of  such  documents,  papers  and  evi- 
dence, truth  or  falsehood  of  the  allegations  of  nu- 
merous abuses  or  neglects  of  duty  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  said  departments  cannot,  at  this  time,  be 
arrived  at. 

4.  Because,  by  the  decision  of  the  majority  of 
the  committee  expressed  in  numerous  votes,  in  re- 
ference to  various  subjects,  testimony  deemed  by 
the  undersigned  altogether  material  to  the  investi- 

ation  of  the  “condition  of  the  various  executive 
apartments;  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which 
they  have  been  conducted;  the  manner  in  which 
the  public  business  has  been  discharged  in  all  of 
them;  and  into  all  the  causes  of  complaint,  from 
any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which  said  depart- 
ments, or  their  bureaus  or  offices,  or  any  of  their 
officers  or  agents,  of  every  description  whatever,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  connected  with  them  in  any 
manner,  officially  or  unofficially,  in  duties  pertain- 
ing to  the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled,  or  failed  to 
accomplish  the  objects  of  their  creation,  or  have 
violated  their  duties,  or  have  injured  and  impaired 
the  public  service  and  interest;”  has  been  deter- 
mined to  be  inadmissible,  and  has  not  been  permit- 
ted to  be  produced  before  said  committee,  so  as  to 
enable  the  committee  to  pronounce,  either  affirma- 
tively ui  negatively,  upon  tho  truth  of  the  various 

matters  referred  to  their  consideration  by  the  reso- 
lution under  which  they  are  constituted. 

5.  Because  on  many,  if  not  most,  of  the  subjects 
which  were  referred  to  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee, as  well  from  the  want  of  time  as  from  the 
absence  of  alleged  existing  testimony,  the  investi- 
gation has  been  manifestly  and  necessarily  incom- 
plete and  imperfect,  and  no  just,  impartial  and  sa- 
tisfactory judgment  can  be  pronounced  thereon. 

6.  Because  the  report  of  the  majority  does  ex- 
press opinions  and  conclusions  upon  partial  and  im- 
perfect investigation,  which  should  be  the  result  on- 
ly of  the  most  satisfactory  examination  of  the  va- 
rious and  complicated  subjects  to  which  such  con- 
clusions and  opinions  relate. 

7.  Because  the  report  of  the  majority,  under  the 
limited  and  imperfect  examinations  which  have 
been  given  of  the  matters  referred  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  committee  under  the  broad  scope  of  the 
resolution  of  the  house,  do  express  judgments  and 
opinions,  as  the  result  of  conviction  upon  full  inves- 
tigation, instead  of  submitting  only  the  journal  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  committee  for  the  action 
and  judgment  of  the  house  thereon. 

Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  the  undersigned  cannot, 
consistently  with  their  own  convictions  of  duty  to 
themselves,  and  their  sense  of  obligation  to  the 
house  and  to  the  country,  unite  in  the  reasoning 
and  conclusions  of  opinion  adopted  by  the  majority, 
and  have  no  opportunity  otherwise  to  express  their 
disagreement  with,  and  dissent  thereto,  they  re- 
spectfully resort  to  this  only  mode,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment of  adopting  their  report,  to  declare  their  opi- 
nion that  the  committee  are  only  warranted  by  the 
progress  and  present  state  of  the  investigation  with 
which  they  are  charged,  in  reporting  the  journal, 
unaccompanied  by  any  expression  of  opinions  or 
judgment  of  the  matters  referred  to  them. 

LEVI  LINCOLN, 

ROBERT  B.  CAMPBELL. 

I concur  fully  in  the  foregoing,  except  in  the 
opinion  that  the  committee  should  have  reported 
only  its  journal  of  proceedings. 

HENRY  A.  WISE. 

[The  testimony  delivered  before  the  committee 
will  be  published  hereafter.] 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  POINDEXTER. 

From ■ ilie  Richmond  Whig,  February  23. 

Gov.  Poindexter.  We  publish  a letter  from 
this  gentleman,  to  ourselves,  of  painful  interest,  be- 
cause certain  observations  we  made,  when  we  sup- 
posed him  no  longer  of  this  world,  appear  to  have 
been  the  source  of  pain  and  mortification  to  him. — 
It  will  be  remembered  that  our  object  in  making 
those  observations  was  to  protect  his  reputation,  and, 
supposing  him  dead,  to  rally  lor  his  memory  that 
sympathy  which  the  popularity  of  his  arch  enemy 
and  persecutor,  general  Jackson,  had  effectually 
denied  him  when  alive,  although  unquestionably  the 
most  injured  of  the  many  martyrs  to  general  Jack- 
son’s vindictive  passions,  and  the  numerous  host 
who  were  at  his  command  to  gratify  (hem.  We 
can  now  say  no  less  than  that  vve  believe  most  sin- 
cerely that,  in  the  statement  we  made  as  to  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  governor  Poindexter  emi- 
grated from  Virginia,  we  did  him  gross,  although 
undesigned,  injury.  We  rejoice  that  he  has  lived 
to  put  us  right,  and  we  hope  he  will  live  to  see 
those  estimated  at  their  true  worth,  who  have  pur- 
sued him  with  such  unexampled  malignity. 

Naicliez,  January,  1837. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Whig: 

Gentlemen:  I make  no  doubt  that,  before  this 
communication  reaches  you,  the  error  which  seems 
to  have  prevailed  pretty  generally  in  the  northern 
and  middle  states,  that  the  wounds  which  I receiv- 
ed by  an  accidental  fall  from  the  second  story  of  a 
hotel  in  this  city  had  proved  fatal,  will  have  been 
corrected. 

You  will  therefore  not  be  surprised,  although  you 
may  be  somewhat  amused,  at  the  anomaly  of  a cor- 
respondent who  corrects  his  own  obituary.  A friend 
of  mine  has  this  morning  directed  my  attention  to 
an  editorial  article  in  your  paper  of  tM*  20th  ultimo, 
in  which  my  demise  is  taken  for  granted,  on  the 
authority  of  a Washington  correspondent  of  the  Phi- 
ladelphia Inquirer. 

It  has  not  been  my  practice  heretofore  to  contra- 
dict or  pay  the  slightest  attention  to  the  numerous 
calumnies  wdiich  have  been  cast  on  me  by  the  pur- 
chased presses  of  this  administration  of  the  federal 
government,  now  drawing  to  a close;  and  which  I 
have  felt  it  my  duty  as  a senator  ir.  congress  to  re- 
sist, in  all  its  leading  measures,  while  I continued  a 
member  of  that  body. 

Those  w'ho  know  me  do  not  require  a contradic- 
tion of  such  vile  fabrications  as  were  to  be  found  in 
the  columns  of  the  Globe  and  other  newspapers  of 
a kindred  character;  and  those  to  whom  I am  per- 
sonally unknown  might  find  a sufficient  answer  to 
these  slanders  in  the  uniform  good  opinion  which  I 
have  enjoyed  of  all  intelligent,  unprejudiced  indivi- 
duals belonging  to  the  community  in  which  I have 
resided  more  than  thirty  years,  and  among  whom  I 
have  filled  every  high  and  distinguished  office  in  the 
gift  of  the  state  or  the  people.  I now  depart  from 
the  line  of  conduct  which  I had  marked  out  for  my- 
self, in  this  respect,  during  the  whole  of  my  politi- 
cal life,  solely  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  you  to 
correct  some  of  the  remarks  which  have  accompa- 
nied jmur  annunciation  of  the  supposed  fatal  termi- 
nation of  the  accident  which  betel  me. 

I owe  the  statement  of  facts  which  I shall  make 
alike  to  myself  and  to  the  respect  which  I entertain 
for  your  candor.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  explain  to 
you  the  manner  in  which  I was  led  into  the  mistake 
of  passing  through  an  upper  door,  which  opened  on 
the  brick  pavement  below,  without  being  protected 
by  a balcony  or  gallery.  This  was  a new  building, 
with  which  I was  entirely  unacquainted,  having 
never  been  in  it  before.  I spent  a short  time  with 
a friend,  who  occupied  a room  in  this  new  part  of 
the  house,  and  rising  to  retire  without  any  guide,  I 
approached  the  door  through  which  I fell;  suppos- 
ing it  to  be  the  entrance  on  a gallery,  which  led  to 
my  own  apartment,  I opened  it  with  confidence,  in 
the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  was  immediately  pre- 
cipitated a distance  of  about  twenty  feet,  breaking 
the  bone  of  my  right  leg  in  two  places,  straining  my 
ankle,  and  breaking  the  bone  of  the  left  leg° just 
above  the  knee. 

1 am  now  fast  recovering  from  these  wounds, 
which  at  first  were  deemed  to  be  beyond  the  reach 
of  surgical  aid,  and  my  attending  physicians  (doc- 
tors Hogg  and  Grymes)  are  of  opinion  that,  in  the 
course  of  a few  months,  I shall  be  enabled  to  walk 
with  my  usual  strength. 

I have  thought  it  best  to  give  you  the  preceding 
detail,  as  I discover  many  misrepresentations  of  this 
casualty  going  the  rounds  of  the  newspapers.  It 
would  be  needless  to  attempt  a correction  of  the 
numerous  errors  in  the  letter  which  you  have  copied 
into  your  paper  from  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer,  be- 
cause these  errors  are  unimportant,  and  most  of 
them  matters  of  opinion  evidently  formed  without 
a proper  knowledge  of  facts;  Cot  instance,  the  wri- 
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ter  says  my  education  '‘was  finished  and  classical.” 
Now,  the  fact  is,  that  1 am  entirely  a self-taught 
man,  having  expended  the  small  patrimony  left  me 
by  my  father  in  acquiring  such  an  education  as  en- 
abled me  to  qualify  myself  for  the  profession  of  the 
law,  which  I did  through  the  kindness  and  benevo- 
lence of  a gentleman  who  then  belonged  to  the  bar 
in  Richmond. 

Neither  have  I any  claim  to  that  “ varied ” read- 
ing which  the  writer  has  accorded  to  me.  My 
knowledge  of  books  may  be  chiefly  limited  to  legal 
science  and  the  principles  of  civil  government,  as 
they  have  been  developed  in  ditferent  ages  of  the 
world. 

For  thirty  years  past,  I have  been,  from  time  to 
time,  a member  of  the  national  legislature,  which 
has  afl'orded  to  my  countrymen  a fair  opportunity  to 
estimate  my  humble  capacity  as  a politician,  and 
the  principles  which  have  ever  governed  me  in  the 
discharge  of  my  public  duties. 

You  are  right  in  saying  “few  men  have  sustain- 
ed so  bitter  and  vindictive  a persecution”  as  my- 
self. 

The  whole  power  and  patronage  of  the  federal 
government  has  been  unsparingly  and  corruptly 
employed  for  the  last  five  years,  to  destroy  my  cha- 
recter,  public  and  private. 

The  most  powerful  weapon  which  can  be  wield- 
ed for  these  purposes  against  any  man  is  calumny, 
because  its  influence  is  spread  over  the  whole  com- 
munity, through  the  medium  of  a prostituted  press, 
while  its  refutation  rarely,  if  ever,  overtakes  and 
corrects  the  evil  consequences  resulting  from  the 
promulgation  of  such  libels.  No  proofs  are  asked 
or  expe'eted  of  the  libeller. 

Bold  and  high-sounding  declarations  are  substi- 
tuted for  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  allegations  un- 
blushingly  put  forth;  but  the  accused,  if  he  shall 
deem  the  accusation  worthy  of  notice,  is  invariably 
required  to  exhibit  clear  proof  of  his  innocence. — 
This  inequality  renders  it  next  to  impossible  for  the 
most  upright  man  on  earth  to  shield  himself  against 
the  deleterious  effects  resulting  from  such  insidious 
attacks  on  his  reputation. 

This  species  of  warfare  has  been  pushed  to  its 
utmost  limits  against  me  by  the  irresponsible  in- 
struments of  the  dominant  party,  backed  by  all  the 
power  and  influence  of  their  chieftain. 

The  attempt  to  implicate  me  as  the  accomplice 
of  the  maniac  assassin,  Lawrence,  seems  to  be  as- 
cribed to  the  machinations  of  the  corrupt  cabal 
around  the  person  of  president  Jackson,  while  he 
remained  ignorant  of  their  proceedings.  I take 
this  occasion  to  enter  my  protest  against  a conclu- 
sion so  erroneous.  I beg  any  gentleman  who  doubts 
on  this  subject,  to  look  at  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  the  senate,  which  was  unanimously  adopted 
by  that  body,  and  especially  at  that  part  of  it  which 
rives  the  president's  explanations  of  the  part  he 
took  in  the  transaction,  (made  to  the  hon.  Silas 
Wrio-ht,  of  New  York,  and  John  Tyler,  of  Virgi- 
nia)°  and  I venture  to  affirm  that  no  candid  man, 
whose  mind  is  in  search  of  truth,  can  acquit  the 
president  of  a participation  in  the  conspiracy.  * * 

The  corrupt  influences  which  govern  public  opi- 
nion in  this  country  can  alone  account  for  the  apa- 
thy with  which  the  body  of  the  people  have  looked 
on  this  deep  stain,  affixed  by  their  chief  magistrate, 
on  the  moral  character  of  the  nation. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  impartial  history  will  do 
ample  justice  to  those  wdio  are  now  condemned  by 
the  prejudices  of  a party  who,  loving  Caesar  bet- 
ter than  Rome,  prostrate  themselves  at^  the  i'oot- 
stool  of  power,  without  regard  to  the  dictates  of 
justice  or  patriotism. 

I feel  well  assured  that  you  would  not  intention- 
ally do  me  an  act  of  injustice,  and,  therefore,  I the 
more  revret  that  you  have  permitted  the  panders  of 
calumny  and  detraction  so  far  to  influence  your 
opinion  of  me,  as  to  state,  in  your  editorial  article 
ai  the  supposed  close  of  my  mortal  career,  “this 
gentleman  was  charged,  and  lay  under  the  suspicion 
of  a defect  of  moral  rectitude,  with  what  justice 
we  have  no  means  of  knowing.”  Allow  me  to 
say,  which  I do  without  the  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  no  such  charge  of  a “defect  of  moral  rectitude” 
has  ever  been  made,  or  ever  could  be  made,  with 
justice,  at  any  period  of  my  life,  by  an  honorable 
man,  worthy  of  my  notice,  under  his  own  proper 
sio-nature;  and  further,  that  no  such  imputation, 
whether  made  in  the  public  prints  or  in  private 
conversation,  could  have  had  any  foundation  in 
truth,  during  the  whole  course  of  my  life.  I speak 
not  of  the  corrupt  presses  who  cater  for  the  palate 
of  their  employer,  and  who  have  said  ofpne  every 
thing  which  their  imaginations  could  invent.  I 
shall  never  stoop  to  defend  myself  against  such  a 
class  of  hireling  calumniators — neither  will  I speak 
of  the  slanderous  expressions  which  have  dropped 


from  the  lips  of  president  Jackson,  the  falsehood  of 
which  has  been  proved  before  the  whole  nation, 
and  which,  at  any  and  at  all  times,  I stand  pledged 
to  prove  false  in  a court  of  justice,  if  required  to 
do  so.  All  these  aberrations  from  truth  have  been 
the  result  of  party  hatred  and  malice,  which  I have 
incurred  by  exposing  the  frauds  and  corruptions 
which  existed  in  the  laud  department  and  other  de- 
partments of  the  government.  But  if  any  man  who 
holds  the  rank  of  a man  of  honor  shall  presume  to 
charge  me  with  a “defect  of  moral  rectitude,”  un- 
der his  own  sign-manual,  I will  either  fix  on  him 
the  indelible  mark  of  liar,  or  surrender  my  charac- 
ter fArever. 

I beg  it  to  be  understood  that  I do  not  include 
the  understrappers  who  daily  qualify  themselves 
for  the  “Magdalen  hospital,”  and  receive  their  re- 
ward in  parchments,  under  the  broad  seal;  nor 
should  I condescend  to  animadvert  on  mere  surmise 
and  general  abuse,  to  which  the  most  abandoned 
may  resort;  but  I ask  simply  for  facts  which  are 
susceptible  of  demonstration  by  proof  coming  from 
a source  worthy  to  be  met  in  a suitable  manner  by 
a man  occupying  my  rank  in  society. 

I venture  to  say  that  you  may  live  many  years 
before  you  find  an  individual  of  this  description 
who  will  take  the  responsibility  of  charging  me 
with  any  act  which  amounts  to  a “defect  of  moral 
rectitude.” 

In  the  article  on  which  I am  commenting  you 
have,  (doubtless  with  the  best  intentions),  when 
speaking  of  my  early  life,  stated,  “He  left  Virginia 
originally  under  a cloud,  caused  by  the  suspicion 
that  he  meant  to  evade  and  bilk  his  creditors;  but 
the  truth  is,  we  have  heard,  that,  being  bankrupt, 
his  object  was  nothing  more  than  to  go  where  he 
could  most  speedily  acquire  the  means  of  paying 
his  debts,  which  he  afterwards  honorably  did.” — 
These  unfounded  rumors  appear  to  have  made 
some  impression  on  your  mind,  and  to  require  of 
you,  as  my  friends,  the  explanation  which  you  have 
giveii. 

Now,  permit  me,  in  consideration  of  the  high  re- 
spect which  I entertain  for  you,  to  bestow  on  these 
miserable  calumnies  a passing  notice,  which  I would 
have  scorned  to  do  had  they  been  confined  to  the 
columns  of  those  papers  in  which  I have  been  ac- 
customed to  find  myself  abused. 

I solemnly  asseverate,  then,  in  responding  to 
these  aspersions  on  my  moral  character — 

1st.  That  I left  Virginia  at  the  age  of  23,  under 
no  cloud  of  any  description  whatever. 

2d.  That  “the  truth  is,”  I was  no  bankrupt  at 
that  time,  or  at  any  other  period  of  my  life. 

3d.  That  the  unworthy  motive  imputed  to  me. 
an  intention  to  “evade  or  bilk  my  creditors,”  never 
entered  into  my  imagination  in  leaving  my  native 
state  to  seek  a new'  residence  in  the  south  west. 

4th.  That  there  existed  no  necessity  for  evading 
my  creditors,  if  I had  been  capable  of  perpetrating 
a deed  so  dishonorable  and  so  inconsistent  with  the 
tenor  of  my  whole  life,  and  the  principles  by  which 
I have  uniformly  been  governed  in  all  my  transac- 
tions with  my  fellow  men. 

5th.  That  the  unliquidated  demands  against  me 
at  the  time  I left  Virginia  amounted  to  a sum  too 
contemptible  to  require  evasion,  even  had  I actual- 
ly been  a bankrupt. 

6th.  That  I left  in  the  hands  of  my  agent  real  es- 
tate in  the  then  flourishing  commercial  town  of 
Milton,  in  the  county  of  Albemarle,  with  instruc- 
tions to  dispose  of  it,  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the 
payment  of  my  debts. 

This  property  was  estimated,  at  the  time,  to  be 
worth  one  thousand  dollars;  besides  which,  I depo- 
sited with  a friend  notes  and  open  accounts,  for 
collection,  more  than  equal  in  amount  to  any  de- 
mands against  me.  The  only  debt  worth  mention- 
ing,, which  I left  unpaid,  was  a note  of  mine  to  the 
late  William  Galt,  of  Richmond,  which  was  in  the 
hands  of  his  agent  at  Milton,  David  Anderson,  esq.; 
the  amount  of  this  note  was  something  over  four 
hundred  dollars.  I called  on  . Mr.  Galt,  in  Rich- 
mond, on  my  way  to  New  York,  (from  which  port 
I sailed  for  New  Orleans),  and  inquired  of  him  if 
he  would  delay  payment  of  this  sum  until  I could 
remit  it  to  him  from  Natchez;  to  which  he  readily 
consented,  and  I afterwards  paid  the  note,  with  in- 
terest, to  the  agent  of  William  King  & Co.  of  Ab- 
ingdon, Virginia,  to  whom  Mr.  Galt  had  sent  it  for 
collection.  The  residue  of  my  debts  did  not  amount 
to  three  hundred  dollars.  The  Milton  property, 
which  I had  supposed  would  increase  in  value,  be- 
gan to  decline,  and  was  never  sold;  the  debts  due 
me  were  never  collected,  and  my  debts,  which 
these  were  intended  to  secure,  have  many  years 
ago  been  paid  by  me;  almost  a sufficient  length  of 
time  for  a generation  to  have  passed  away.  Thus, 
you  will  perceive  that  I was  not  bankrupt,  but  left 


abundant  means  to  satisfy  my  creditors;  that  these 
means  had  unexpectedly  failed  to  answer  the  pur- 
pose, in  consequence  of  events  which  could  not  be 
foreseen;  that  I satisfied  these  demands  myself 
without  injury  to  any  one;  and  that  the  whole,  ta- 
ken together,  would  not  have  amounted  to  one 
thousand  dollars. 

It  would,  indeed,  be  truly  ridiculous  in  me  to 
refer  to  those  transactions,  trifling  and  contemptible 
as  they  in  reality  are,  if  it  were  not  for  the  equivocal 
manner  in  which  you  have  mentioned  them,  leaving 
the  reader,  who  is,  unacquainted  with  the  facts,  to 
inferthat  I was  overwhelmed  with  debts,  amounting 
to  thousands,  or  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars;  to  avoid 
the  payment  of  which,  or  to  save  myself  from  the 
confines  of  a jail,  I had  clandestinely,  and  without 
the  consent  of  my  creditors,  left  the  state  and  taken 
up  my  residence  at  the  extreme  southern  portion  of 
the  United  States.  I cannot  consent  to  be  subject- 
ed to  such  inferences,  nor  do  I believe  that  any 
man  of  respectability  among  my  earliest  associates 
and  acquaintances  has  ever  authorised  the  rumors 
on  which  your  remarks  are  founded.  My  intended 
removal  to  Mississippi  territory,  in  1802,  was  pub- 
licly announced  by  me  in  advertisements  at  the  dif- 
ferent courts  in  which  I practised,  declaring  my  in- 
ter-'ion  to  take  no  more  new  causes,  and  referring 
my  former  clients  to  Hugh  Nelson,  esq.  of  Albe- 
marle, who  undertook  to  finish  my  business  in  that 
county;  to  David  Watson,  esq.  of  Louisa,  who  at- 
tended to  such  causes  as  remained  on  the  docket  of 
that  county,  in  which  I had  been  employed;  and  to 
Walter  Leake,  late  governor  of  Mississippi,  who 
attended  to  my  unfinished  business  in  the  counties 
of  Fluvanna  and  Amherst.  These  intentions  of 
mine  to  decline  practice  in  those  courts,  and  re- 
move from  Virginia,  were  made  known  in  my  dis- 
trict six  months  before  I took  my  departure,  and 
yet,  strange  to  tell,  not  one  of  my  restless  creditors, 
w'bom  it  seems  to  have  been  my  purpose  “to  evade 
and  bilk,”  took  the  precaution,  (which  would  have 
suggested  itself  to  any  prudent  man  under  such 
circumstances)  to  demand  bail  of  me  to  secure  the 
payment  of  his  debt. 

I can  only  say  that,  if  any  man  who  is  not  no- 
toriously depraved  has  originated  the  rumors  of 
which  you  have  spoken  relative  to  my  removal  from 
Virginia,  he  deserves  my  pity  and  the  contempt  of 
all  mankind;  but  if  any  political  partisan,  who  struts 
a “saint  in  crape,  and  twice  a saint  in  lawn,”  bask- 
ing in  the  sunshine  of  a corrupt  administration, 
with  the  design  to  lessen  my  standing  in  society, 
shall  have  ventured  to  give  currency  to  these  in- 
farnmiB  arid  ridiculous  rumors,  lie  ■will  deserve  still 
more  the  merited  punishment  of  a scoundrel.  I 
repeat  what  I have  often  said  on  former  occasions 
when  assailed  by  party  malice  for  political  effect, 
that  there  does  not  live  a man  on  earth,  or  the  re- 
presentative of  one  who  is  dead,  who  can  allege 
with  the  coloring  of  truth  that  I ever  did,  to  him  or 
his  ancestors,  an  intentional  wrong;  and,  if  without 
intention,  I may  have  done  an  injury  to  any  human 
being,  I pledge  myself,  without  regard  to  the  lapse 
of  time,  to  make  amends  by  restoring  to  the  injur- 
ed person  four  fold.  No  attempt  to  establish  any 
such  fact  has  ever  been  made,  ever  will  be  made, 
or  ever  can  be  made’;  because  no  such  case  has 
ever  arisen  in  the  progress  of  my  active  intercourse 
with  society. 

I beg  pardon  for  the  prolixity  of  this  address, 
which  has  grown  out  of  what  I deemed  a proper 
sensibility  on  the  subjects  which  it  embraces. 

I have  lived,  thank  God,  once  more  to  'give  the 
lie  to  calumniators;  and  I leave  it  to  your  judgment 
and  discretion  to  make  such  use  of  this  communica- 
tion as  a proper  respect  for  truth  and  the  vindica- 
tion of  my  character,  which  has  been  so  cruelly 
and  unjustly  assailed,  may,  in  your  opinion,  de- 
mand. I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,  GEO.  POINDEXTER. 


ABOLISHMENT  OF  THE  SLAVE  TRADE 

IN  THE  PORTUGUESE  DOMINIONS. 

From  the  Washington  “Globe.” 

The  following  decree  of  the  queen  of  Portugal, 
abolishing  the  slave  trade  within  her  dominions, 
together  with  the  report  upon  which  it  was  founded, 
has  been  communicated  to  the  department  of  state 
by  the  charge  d’affaires  of  that  country. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARIES  OF  STATE  TO  THE 
QUEEN. 

Madam:  The  civilization  of  Africa  has  been,  in 
these  latter  times,  the  anxious  wish  of  the  wise  and 
of  the  philanthropist;  nor  has  it  less  occupied  the 
diligent  care  of  the  principal  governments  which, 
in  the  old  and  new  continents,  are  foremost  in  im- 
provements, and  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the 
human  race;  while  Portugal,  which  had  for  ages 
labored  in  this  great  work,  instead  of  forwarding, 
obstructs  it. 
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The  first  title  which  our  great' kings,  the  august 
ancestors  of  your  majesty,  added  to  that  of  king  of 
Portugal,  was  that  Of- Beyond  the  sea  in  Africa, 
and  of  lords  of  Guinea.  The  Portuguese  arms, 
borne  by  our  navigators,  and  directed  liy  the  bold 
science  of  our  astronomers,  sallied  forth  from  this 
extremity  of  Europe  to  conquer  and  to  civilize. 
They  first  appeared  in  the  waters  of  Ceuta;  then, 
passing  the  dreaded  cape  Bojador,  they  did  not 
delay  gaining  the  fertile  regions  watered  by  the 
Senegal,  the  Cambia  and  the  Zaire;  whence  de- 
scending to,  and  doubling  the  Stormy  Cape,  dis- 
covered the  eastern  shores  of  the  immense  African 
peninsula;  along  the  coast  of  which  they  established 
factories,  constructed  forts,  and  conquered  nations. 

In  relation  to  deeds  in  Africa,  as  upon  many 
others,  the  Portuguese  have  been  calumniated  by 
modern  historians,  who  have  represented  our  war- 
riors and  navigators  traflicing,  sword  in  hand,  with 
the  property  and  the  lives  of  discovered  people. 
And  yet  there  is  not  a single  document,  in  all  the 
course  of  our  first  discoveries,  which  does  not  prove 
that  the  principal,  and  nearly  the  only  immediate 
view  of  the  Portuguese  government  was  the  civili- 
zation of  the  inhabitants,  by  means  of  the  gospel. 
Commerce  was  a secondary  object,  though  also  a 
civilizing  medium,  and  domination  a consecutive 
necessity,  not  a design. 

The  errors  of  religious  doctrine,  and  the  vice  of 
political  measures,  belonged  to  the  age,  not  to  the 
men. 

India  first,  then  Brazil,  caused  us  to  forsake 
Africa,  our  more  natural  field  of  action.  But  the 
colonization  of  Brazil  and  the  exploration  of  its 
mines,  and  soon  the  interest  of  all  the  other  powers 
which  had  obtained  their  share  of  America,  became 
the  greatest  enemies  of  the  civilization  of  Africa, 
which  vva  alone,  with  great  sacrifice  of  life  and 
treasure,  had  commenced. 

The  slave  trade  is  certainly  an  indelible  stain  in 
the  history  of  modern  nations;  but  we  were  not  the 
chief,  nor  the  only,  nor  even  the  most  guilty.  Ac- 
complices, who  afterwards  so  highly  reproved  us, 
offended  in  a greater  degree,  and  more  shamefully. 
To  correct  the  evil  done;  to  prevent  its  repetition, 
is,  then,  required  of  Portuguese  honor;  and  it  also 
is  advantageous  to  your  majesty’s  crown,  because 
the  dominions  we  slili  possess  in  that  part  of  the 
world  are  more  extensive,  important  and  valuable, 
than  of  any  European  nations  in  Austral  Africa. 

Their  value  should  not  be  rated  by  their  present 
condition,  but  by  that  of  which  they  are  suscepti- 
ble. Their  present  state  is  owing,  not  only  to  the 
mismanagement  which  then  prevailed  at  home,  in 
the  mother  country,  but  also  to  the  almost  exclusive 
attention  directed  in  favor  ot  Brazil. 

The  natives  of  Africa  were  seized  and  trans- 
ported beyond  the  Atlantic,  to  enrich  an  extensive 
country  whose  inhabitants  rejected  civilization.  It 
is  upon  record,  that  there  once  existed  in  the  island 
of  St.  Thomas  seventeen  sugar  plantations  which 
the  government  of  Portugal  had  destroyed,  that 
they  might  not  prejudice  the  culture  of  the  cane, 
which  it  then  promoted  in  Brazil. 

There  are  rich  mines  of  gold,  copper,  iron  and 
of  precious  stones,  in  our  African  provinces.  We 
can  there  cultivate  whatever  America  produces. 
We  possess  lands  of  the  greatest  fertility  in  the 
Capa  Verd  islands,  in  Guinea,  Angola  and  in  Mo- 
zambique. Large  navigable  rivers  fertilize  some 
of  these  provinces,  and  facilitate  commercial  in- 
tercourse. In  those  vast  territories  we  can  raise, 
upon  a large  scale,  the  sugar  cane,  rice,  indigo, 
cotton,  coffee,  cocoa,  in  short,  all  the  articles  known 
as  colonial;  and  all  the  plants  of  the  Moluccas 
and  of  Ceylon,  which  produce  spices  in  such  abun- 
dance as  not  only  to  suffice  for  the  consumption  of 
Portugal,  but  also  for  exportation  to  other  markets 
of  Europe,  in  large  quantities,  and  cheaper  than 
America  can  afford;  for  the  African  cultivator  will 
not  be  compelled  to  seek  for  and  purchase  laborers 
brought  over  from  beyond  the  Atlantic,  as  the  Bra- 
zilian is,  who  pays  high  prices — still  enhanced  by 
the  risks  of  contraband — for  the  slaves  whom  he 
employs. 

Let  us  encourage  the  colonization  of  Europeans 
in  Africa;  the  development  of  their  industry,  the 
employment  of  their  capital,  and  in  a few  short 
years  we  may  expect  to  reap  the  same  advantages 
which  formerly  were  obtained  from  our  colonies. 
But  this  requires  a thorough  reformation  of  our 
colonial  laws. 

If  we  are  to  judge  of  a system  of  legislation  by 
its  results,  none  other  is  more  defective  than  that 
of  our  possessions.  For  ages  have  they  been  under 
the  dominion  of  Portugal,  and  yet  little  have  they 
advanced  in  civilization  from  fhe  time  of  the  con- 
quest; while,  as  a contrast,  the  neighboring  colony 
of  th»  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  a much  shorter 
period,  has  increased  in  wffiite  population,  and  in 
wealth. 


The  glory  of  proceeding  with  the  great  undertak- 
ing commenced  by  SenhorD.  John  II,  was  reserv- 
ed for  your  majesty.  The  civilization  of  Africa, 
that  which  so  many  powerful  nations  have  despair- 
ed of,  is"  less  difficult  to  the  queen  of  Portugal,  who 
holds  in  her  hands  the  keys  of  the  principal  doors 
by  which  it  can  enter,  and  whose  authority  is  obey- 
ed in  a large  portion  of  that  extensive  continent,  in 
many  parts  of  its  interior,  even  situated  at  more 
than  two  hundred  leagues  distant  from  the  sea- 
bord.  With  the  same  facility  that  the  sovereigns 
of  Portugal  opened  the  road  for  civilization,  which 
no  other  potentate  ventured  to  undertake,  so  can 
the}'-  inure  to  that  climate,  and  foster  in  those  re- 
gions, this  beneficent  plant. 

As  an  indispensable  preliminary  to  all  these  mea- 
sures which,  in  unison  with  the  general  cortes  of 
the  nation,  your  majesty’s  wisdom,  religion  and 
humanity  will  adopt  for  this  great  object,  your 
majesties  secretaries  of  state  have  this  day  the 
honor  to  propose  to  your  majesty,  in  the  following 
project  of  a decree,  the  full  and  complete  abolition 
of  the  traffic  in  slaves  in  the  Portuguese  dominions. 

Department  of  state  for  foreign  aifairs,  December 
lath,  1836.  (Signed), 

Viscount  Sa  Da  Bandeira, 

Antonia  Manoel  Lopes  Vieira  De  Castro, 

Manoel  Da  Silvn  Passos. 

DECREE. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  se- 
cretaries of  state  of  all  the  departments,  I am  pleas- 
ed to  decree  as  follows: 

Art.  i.  The  exportation  of  slaves  is  prohibited, 
either  by  sea  or  by  land,  in  all  the  Portuguese  do- 
minions without  exception,  whether  lying  to  the 
south  or  north  of  the  equator,  from  the  day  of  the 
publication  of  the  present  decree  in  the  capital  of 
eacii  of  the  said  dominions. 

Art.  ii.  The  importation  of  slaves  by  sea  is 
likewise  prohibited,  under  whatever  pretext  it  may 
be  undertaken. 

§ Every  slave  imported  by  land  shall  be  duly 
manifested  on  his  arrival  in  the  Portuguese  terri- 
tory. 

Art.  hi.  The  exportation  or  importation  of 
slaves  made  by  a colonist,  either  a Portuguese  or  a 
foreigner,  who  from  one  country  in  Africa  subject 
to  my  crown,  establishes  himself  in  another  of  its 
dominions,  either  on  the  continent  or  African  is- 
lands, shall  form  an  exception  to  the  provisions  of 
articles  one  and  two. 

§ The  importation  of  slaves  by  sea,  made  by  a 

oolvmlisl,  either  u.  Portuguese  or  a foreigner,  who 

from  a country  not  subject  to  my  crown,  shall 
come  to  reside  in  any  of  its  dominions  in  Africa, 
shall  also  be  an  exception  to  the  rule  established  by 
article  two. 

Art.  iv.  The  privilege  granted  by  article  three, 
in  principio , of  this  decree,  shall  be  regulated  in  the 
following  manner: 

§1.  The  number  of  slaves  exported  or  imported, 
shall  never  exceed  ten. 

§2.  Prior  to  the  exportation,  the  owner  of  the 
slaves  shall  declare,  before  the  collector  of  the  port 
of  embarcation,  the  number  of  slaves  he  proposes 
taking  with  him,  giving  bonds  with  sureties  to  the 
amount  of  double  the  value  of  the  said  slaves,  tru- 
ly to  land  them  at  the  place  of  destination,  which 
shall  previously  be  designated  by  the  said  owner. 

§3.  As  evidence  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  above, 
there  shall  be  a book  in  the  custom  house  lor  the 
special  purpose  of  entering  the  declaration  of  the 
proprietor  of  the  slaves,  and  lor  the  bond  signed  by 
him  and  his  sureties. 

§4.  The  collector  of  the  port,  where  the  forego- 
ing entry  shall  have  been  made,  shall  transmit  an 
authentic  copy  of  the  same,  and  officially  sealed,  to 
the  collector  of  the  port  of  destination,  as  declared 
by  said  owner. 

§5.  On  producing  the  certificate  of  the  collector 
of  the  port  of  destination,  attesting  the  landing  and 
presentment  of  the  said  slaves,  the  owner  thereof 
may  require  the  bond  given  at  the  custom  house  of 
the  port  from  whence  he  sailed  to  be  cancelled: 
which  shall  be  immediately  granted. 

§6.  In  the  event  of  the  owner  and  the  slaves  not 
making  their  appearance,  within  six  months  after 
the  date  of  the  entry  referred  to  in  §3,  before  the 
collector  of  the  customs  of  the  port  the  said  owner 
declared  to  be  his  destination,  the  said  collector 
shall  officially  communicate  the  same  to  the  collec- 
tor of  the  customs  of  the  port  where  the  said  entry 
was  made,  for  the  purpose  of  enacting,  by  legal 
means,  the  amount  of  the  bond. 

§7.  The  surety,  on  proving  the  shipwreck  or 
death  of  the  principal  to  the  bond,  shall  not  be  held 
liable  for  the  amount  of  the  same. 

Proof  being  adduced  of  the  death  of  all  the  slaves 
manifested,  or  of  part  thereof,  the  surety  shall  also 


be  exempt  from  all  responsibility,  or  from  the  cor- 
responding part  of  his  security. 

Art.  v.  For  every  slave  exported  in  the  manner 
prescribed  in  article  3,  in  principio,  the  same  duties 
shall  be  levied  and  paid  as  when  the  exportation  of 
slaves  was  permitted. 

§1.  The  same  duties  shall  be  levied  and  paid  for 
every  slave  imported  as  prescribed  in  the  § of  said 
article  3. 

§2.  The  same  duties  shall  be  levied  and  paid  for 
every  slave  imported  by  land. 

Art.  vi.  Passports  shall  not  be  delivered  to  mer- 
chant vessels  bound  to  African  territories  south  of 
the  twentieth  degree  of  north  latitude,  unless  the 
owners  and  masters  shall  have  entered  into  bonds 
not  to  receive  slaves  on  board  said  vessels,  except 
such  as  are  permitted  to  be  transported  by  arti- 
cle 3. 

Art.  vii.  Portuguese  and  foreign  vessels  which, 
in  the  ports  of  these  kingdoms,  adjacent  islands, 
and  other  parts  of  the  monarchy,  are  fitting  out 
for  Africa  south  of  the  twentieth  degree  of  north 
latitude,  shall  be  visited  on  the  day  of  their  de- 
parture by  the  civil  authority  of  the  port,  accom- 
panied by  one  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  cus- 
tom house,  or,  in  their  absence,  by  an  officer  of 
trust,  who,  on  their  responsibility,  shall  scrupu- 
lously and  vigilantly  examine  the  vessel;  on  find- 
ing no  cause  for  suspicion,  the  vessel  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  depart. 

§1.  In  the  event,  however,  of  finding  articles 
which  indicate  that  the  vessel  is  to  be  engaged  in 
the  slave  trade;  the  article  shall  be  seized  as  contra- 
band, and  the  parties  concerned  in  the  vessel,  the 
master,  mate,  and  shippers  thereof,  shall  incur  the 
penalties  hereinafter  mentioned  (art.  17). 

§2.  After  the  visit  shall  have  taken  place,  no- 
thing can  be  received  on  board  the  vessel. 

§3.  In  the  event  of  condemnation  not  following, 
and  yet  suspicions  remain  of  the  vessel  being  des- 
tined for  the  slave  trade,  the  competent  authority 
may  require  the  parties  concerned  in  the  same  to 
enter  into  sufficient  bond  not  to  engage  in  the  said 
trade. 

§4.  If  within  eighteen  months  there  be  no  infor- 
mation given,  or  accusation  framed  against  the 
principal  to  the  bond,  it  shall  be  cancelled;  and  it 
shall  likewise  be  cancelled,  even  if  the  party  shall 
have  been  indicted  within  that  period,  but  after- 
wards absolved. 

Art.  viii.  The  articles  which  are  considered 
indicative  of  the  vessel  being  designed  for  the  slave 
trade,  are  mentioned  in  the  list  annexed  to  this  de- 
cree, forming  part  thereof,  and  signed  this  day  by 
the  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  president 
of  the  council  of  ministers. 

Art.  ix.  The  passports  of  merchant  vessels 
bound  to  the  said  territories  in  Africa,  shall  contain 
an  express  clause,  that  in  the  event  of  being  found 
infringing  this  decree,  by  the  armed  vessels  of  Por- 
tugal, they  shall  be  liable  to  capture. 

Art.  x.  On  arriving  in  any  port  of  the  said«ter- 
ritories,  and  immediately  after  coming  to  an  anchor, 
the  masters  of  merchant  vessels  shall"  send  the  ves- 
sel’s passport  to  collector,  who  shall  keep  it  until 
the  vessel  shall  depart. 

§1.  On  the  day  the  vessel  is  to  depart,  the  col- 
lector shall  confide  the  said  passport  to  a custom 

house  officer — for  whom  he  shall  be  responsible 

who,  on  going  on  board  and  finding,  after  exami- 
nation, that  the  vessel  carries  no  slaves  except  such 
as  mentioned  in  article  3,  nor  articles  enumerated 
in  the  list  annexed  to  this  decree,  shall  deliver  the 
said  passport  to  the  master  when  in  the  act  of  get- 
ting under  way,  and  after  weighing  anchor.  And 
the  said  officer  shall,  in  writing,  communicate  the 
execution  of  his  commission  to  the  collector,  who 
shall  have  this  document  kept  among  the  records  of 
the  custom  house. 

§2.  But  should  the  said  officer  find  slaves  on 
board,  whose  exportation  is  prohibited  by  this  de- 
cree, or  any  of  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  afore- 
said list,  he  shall  cause  the  vessel  to  be  detained 
and  shall  communicate  the  same  in  writing  to  the 
collector,  that  proceedings  may  be  instituted  ac- 
cording to  the  same  decree. 

Art.  xr.  In  all  cases  of  transgression  against 
the  provisions  of  this  decree,  the  loss  of  the  slaves 
who  were  the  object  of  the  transgression  shall  be 
incurred. 

§1.  All  slaves  thus  forfeited  shall  immediately 
be  free,  and  the  competent  authority  shall  grant  to 
them,  ex  officio,  certificates  of  freedom,  under  the 
penalties  of  privation  from  office  in  case  of  non- 
compliance. 

§2.  The  law  is  the  guardian  of  the  liberated 
slaves,  and  the  proper  authority  shall,  by  public 
auction,  hire  them  out  to  masters  mechanics  who 
shall  undertake  to  learn  them  their  respective 
trades. 
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Art.  xii.  In  all  caffes  where,  in  accordance  with 
the  preceding  article,  forfeiture  of  the  slaves  is  in- 
curred; if  in  the  act  of  apprehension,  they  be  not 
all  taken,  or  part  of  them,  sequestration  shall  fol- 
low upon  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  owners, 
purchasers,  venders,  or  conductors  of  the  same  who 
shall  answer,  in  solidum,  for  the  value  of  the  miss- 
ing slaves. 

§1.  The  value  of  the  missing  slaves  shall  be  re- 
gulated by  the  market  price  for  the  best  slaves  at 
the  time  of  sequestration. 

§2.  The  sequestration  shall  be  so  executed  as 
to  insure  the  whole  extent  of  the  responsibility,  ac- 
cording to  the  multiplied  value  of  the  missing 
slaves,  in  conformity  with  the  penalties  imposed 
upon  smugglers. 

Art.  xiii.  Non-compliance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  § of  article  2,  besides  the  forfeiture  of  the 
slaves,  shall  be  punished  with  the  other  penalties 
imposed  upon  smugglers,  which  shall  be  applied  in 
their  different  degrees,  according  to  the,  aggrava- 
tion of  the  circumstances. 

Art.  xiv.  In  all  cases  of  omission,  or  want  of 
exactness  in  complying  with  the  provisions  of  arti- 
cle 4,  the  collector  shall  incur  the  penalty  which 
shall  be  adjudged  to  him,  according  to  the  degree  of 
his  guilt. 

§1.  The  minimum  of  the  penalty  shall  be  a fine 
of  four  hundred  milreis. 

<52.  The  maximum,  a fine  of  twelve  hundred  mil- 
reis, deprivation  of  office,  with  inability  to  hold  any 
other. 

Art.  xv.  Every  master  or  captain  of  a vessel 
found  south  of  the  twentieth  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude, and  at  a shorter  distance  than  two  hundred 
miles  from  the  continent  of  Africa,  without  the 
passport  prescribed  in  article  6,  or  against  whom 
proof  shall  be  adduced  of  having  taken  that  course 
without  the  said  passport,  shall  be  condemned  to 
the  galleys  for  three  years;  and  the  owners,  captain 
or  master,  of  the  said  vessel,  shall  be  compelled  to 
pay,  in  solidum,  a fine  equal  to  one-half  the  value  of 
the  said  vessel. 

Art.  xvi.  The  omission  or  neglect  of  the  civil 
authority,  custom  house  officer,  or  other  officer 
mentioned  in  article  7,  shall  be  punished  with  a 
fine  of  six  hundred  milreis,  to  be  paid  by  each  and 
every  one. 

§ Should  there  be  evidence  of  connivance,  the 
fine  shall  be  threefold,  with  deprivations  of  places 
and  offices,  and  inability  to  hold  any  other. 

Art.  xvii.  The  punishment  imposed  on  smug- 
glers shall  be  inflicted  on  the  transgressors  of  the 
provisions  contained  in  §1  and  2 of  urticlc  7. 

§ In  the  cases  provided  for  in  this  article,  an 
embargo  shall  immediately  be  laid  on  the  vessel 
and  cargo,  as  security  for  the  payment  of  the  fines 
which  the  captain  or  master,  mates,  owners  and 
shippers,  of  the  same,  may  have  incurred,  and  for 
which  they  shall  all  be  liable,  in  solidum. 

Art.  xviii.  The  custom  house  officer,  in  the 
case«of  §1  of  article  10,  wffio  shall  give  a false  re- 
port, shall  lose  his  place,  remain  unfit  for  any  other, 
and  pay  a fine  of  four  hundred  miireis. 

§ The  collector  w'ho  shall  have  employed  the 
officer  who  gave  the  false  report,  should  it  have 
proceeded  from  his  neglect,  shall  also  pay  a fine  of 
six  hundred  milreis;  and  should  connivance  be 
proved,  the  fine  shall  be  threefold,  with  depriva- 
tion of  office,  and  inability  to  hold  any  other. 

Art.  xix.  In  the  event  of  evidence  being  ad- 
duced that,  on  account  of  the  omission  or  neglect  of 
the  governors,  or  principal  authorities,  acting  for 
the  same,  in  any  territory  of  the  Portuguese  domi- 
nions, the  exportation  or  importation  of  slaves  has 
taken  place,  provided  it  be  not  in  accordance  with 
article  3,  the  same  shall  incur  the  loss  of  their 
respective  places,  with  inability,  fdt  the  space  of 
five  years,  to  bold  any  other;  and,  when  connivance 
shall  have  been  proved,  besides  the  payment  of  a 
fine  not  less  than  two  thousand,  nor  over  five  thou- 
sand milreis,  the  same  shall  be  transported  for  the 
term  of  five  years,  to  a fortress  in  the  interior  of 
Africa. 

§1.  The  captains,  or  masters,  and  mates  of  ves- 
sels engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  and  all  other  indi- 
viduals employed  in  the  purchase  or  sale  of  the 
slaves  for  such  vessels,  and  in  the  shipment  of  the 
same,  shall  be  condemned  to  the  galleys  lor  not  less 
than  two  nor  more  than  five  years,  and  to  a fine  not 
less  than  five  hundred,  nor  over  two  thousand  mil- 
reis, severally,  and  in  solidum.. 

§2.  All  other  persons  found  on  board  of  vessels 
engaged  in  the  above  trade,  and  not  included  in  the 
preceding  5,  shall,  he  condemned  to  serve  not  less 
than  two  nor  over  four  years,  on  hoard  the  armed 
vessels  of  the  state,  without  pay,  and  in  the  grade 
which  shall  have  been  adjuged  to  them,  according 
to  their  respective  guilt. 

Art.  xx.  Any  infringement  of  the  provisions  of 
this  decree  is  declared  to  be  a public  crime,  and  its 


prosecution  a special  duty  of  the  royal  attorneys 
and  their  delegates,  under  the  penalty  of  suspen- 
sion from  office;  and,  it  shall  also  be  competent  for 
any  and  every  individual  to  prosecute,  or  give  in- 
formation of  said  infringements. 

Art.  xxi.  In  reference  to  violations  of  this  decree 
there  is  no  prescription  for  the  special  cognizance 
of  the  same,  or  for  imposing  the  penalties. 

Art.  xxii.  The  judges  of  criminal  courts  of  the 
respective  districts  shalf  be  the  competent  authorities 
to  take  cognizance  of  transgressions  against  this 
decree;  but  from  their  decision,  the  public  prosecu- 
tor can  always  appeal  to  the  supreme  tribunal  of 
commerce  of  the  kingdom. 

§.  The  judges  of  criminal  courts,  as  well  as  the 
tribunal,  shall  proportion,  with  due  regard  to  jus- 
tice, the  penalties  within  the  limits  prescribed  in 
this  decree. 

Art.  xxiii.  The  consuls  and  vice  consuls  of 
Portugal  in  foreign  ports,  where  Portuguese  vessels 
may  arrive,  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  the 
present  decree;  and,  on  finding  any  infringement  of 
the  same,  may  request  from  the  competent  authori- 
ty of  the  country  an  embargo  upon  the  vessel  and 
the  arrest  of  the  guilty,  causing  afterwards  the 
vessel,  the  arrested  and  the  cargo  to  be  sent  to 
Lisbon,  at  the  disposal  of  the  state  department  of 
the  navy,  l'or  the  matter  to  be  investigated  by  the 
competent  authority. 

§1.  The  consul  or  vice  consul  against  whom 
proof  shall  have  been  given,  of  omission  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  present  article,  shall  be  punished  with 
the  loss  of  office,  and  be  incapable  of  serving  in  any 
other. 

§2.  In  the  event  of  connivance,  besides  incurring 
the  penalties  of  the  preceding  §,  he  shall  pay  a fine 
not  less  than  two  thousand  nor  over  five  thousand 
milreis. 

Art  xxiv.  The  sums  arising  from  all  fines  and 
forfeited  bonds,  shall  go  one-half  to  the  treasury, 
and  one-half  deposited  in  a coffer,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  liberated  slaves,  who  in  virtue  of  this  decree 
shall  have  obtained  their  certificate  of  freedom. 

§1.  The  municipal  chambers  of  the  respective 
districts  shall  he  the  administrators  of  this  coffer, 
and  shall  report  the  management  thereof  to  the 
proper  authority. 

§2.  In  cases  of  private  information,  the  amount 
shall  be  divided  in  three  parts,  one-third  for  the 
treasury,  one-third  for  the  coii'er  of  the  liberated 
slaves,  and  the  other  for  the  informer. 

§3.  In  cases  of  seizure  on  land  or  in  port,  prior 

to  thp  ilivicion  ■proeoribotl  in  tho  preceding  thorp 

shall  be  deducted  the  amount  which  the  law  awards 
to  those  who  made  the  seizure. 

§4.  In  cases  of  capture  at  sea,  the  division  of  the 
prize  shall  be  made  according  to  existing  laws  and 
regulations. 

Art.  xxv.  The  present  decree  shall  he  published 
in  the  usual  form,  by  the  governors  of  the  ultra- 
marine provinces,  so  soon  as  it  shall  have  been 
received  by  them;  forwarding  besides,  one  copy  of 
the  same  to  each  of  the  municipal  chambers,  the  re- 
spective custom  houses,  and  to  the  judges  of  crimi- 
nal causes. 

§.  The  department  of  state  for  foreign  affairs 
shall  transmit  copies  of  the  present  decree  to  the 
legations,  and  to  the  consular  agencies  of  Portugal 
in  foreign  countries. 

The  secretaries  of  state  of  all  the  departments 
shall  so  understand  it,  and  cause  it  to  be  executed. 

Palace  das  Necessidades,  December  the  10th, 
1836.  THE  QUEEN. 

¥1300X7X1  DE  SA  DA  BANDEIRA. 

Antonio  Manuel  Lopes  Vieira  de  Castro. 

Manuel  de  Silva  Passos. 

List  of  the  articles,  which,  when  found  on 
hoard  any  vessel,  are  to  be  deemed  indications  that 
it  is  to  he  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  and  shall  sub- 
ject it  to  the  provisions  of  the  decree,  dated  Decem- 
ber 10,  1836,  of  which  this  list  forms  a part: 

1st.  Hatches,  with  opened  gratings,  instead  of 
being  closed  as  is  customary  on  board  of  merchant 
vessels. 

2d.  A flushed  deck,  compartments,  or  more  nu- 
merous divisions  than  are  customary,  or  necessary 
on  board  of  vessels  engaged  in  lawful  trade. 

3d.  Cut  and  prepared  lumber  for  a temporary 
flooring  between  decks,  as  is  the  practice  on  hoard’ 
of  slavers. 

4th.  Neck-rings,  hand-cuffs,  tliumh-screws,  or 
chains. 

5th.  A greater  quantity  for  water  in  casks  or 
tanks,  than  is  needed  lor  the  use  of  the  crew  of  a 
merchantman 

6th.  An  extraordinary  quantity  of  pipes  or  bar- 
rels to  contain  liquids,  provided  the  captain  do  not 
exhibit  a certificate  from  the  cuslom  house  where 
he  cleared,  showing  that  the  owners  of  the  veSsfel 


gave  bonds,  and  that  said  pipes  or  barrels  are  in- 
tended for  palm  or  fish  oil,  or  lor  any  other  lawful 
trade. 

7th.  A greater  number  of  mess  tubs,  platters,  or 
trays,  than  is  required  for  the  use  of  the  crew  of  a 
merchantman. 

8th.  A boiler  of  larger  dimensions  than  usual, 
and  larger  than  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  crew, 
or  sundry  boilers  in  a greater  number  than  needed 
for  the  same  object. 

9th.  An  extraordinary  quantity  of  rice,  beans, 
beef,  salt  fish,  corn  meal,  flour  of  mandioca,  or  of 
any  kind,  besides  what  is  necessary  for  the  suste- 
nance of  the  crew;  provided  these  articles  are  not  a 
part  of  the  cargo;  and,  as  such,  included  in  the 
manifest. 

Department  of  state  of  foreign  affairs,  December 
10,  .1836. 

(Signed) 

VISCOUNT  DE  SA  DA  BANDEIRA. 


LOGGING  IN  MAINE. 

From  the  North  American  Review. 

When  a lumberer  has  concluded  to  log  on  a par- 
ticular tract,  the  first  step  is  to  go  with  a part  of 
his  hands,  and  select  suitable  situations  for  building 
his  camps.  In  making  this  selection,  his  object  is 
to  be  as  near  as  possible  to  the  best  clumps  of  tim- 
ber he  intends  to  haul,  and  to  the  streams  into 
which  he  intends  to  haul  it.  He  then  proceeds  to 
build  his  camps,  and  to  cut  out  and  clear  out  his 
principal  roads.  The  camps  are  built  of  logs,  be- 
ing a kind  of  log  houses.  They  are  made  about 
three  feet  high  on  one  side  and  eight  or  nine  on  the 
other,  with  a roof  slanting  one  way.  The  roof  is 
made  of  shingles,  split  out  of  green  wood,  and  laid 
upon  rafters.  The  door  is  made  of  such  boards  as 
can  be  manufactured  out  of  a log  with  an  axe. — 
Against  the  tallest  side  of  the  camp  is  built  the 
chimney;  the  back  being  formed  by  the  wall  of  the 
camp,  and  the  sides  made  by  green  logs,  piled  up 
for  jams,  about  eight  feet  apart.  The  chimney  sel- 
dom rises  above  the  roof  of  the  camp;  though 
some,  who  are  nice  in  their  architectural  notions, 
sometimes  carry  it  up  two  or  three  feet  higher.  It 
is  obvious,  from  the  construction,  that  nothing  but 
the  greenness  of  the  timber  prevents  the  camp  from 
being  burnt  up  immediately.  Yet  the  great  fires 
that  are  kept  up,  make  hut  little  impression,  in  the 
course  of  the  winter,  upon  the  back  or  sides  of  the 
chimney.  A case,  however,  happened  within  a 
year  or  two,  where  a camp  took  fire  in  the  night, 
and  was  consumed,  and  the  lumberers  in  it  were 
liuinx  xo  aeatli.  Hrouatuy  the  shingle  roof  had  be- 
come dry,  in  which  case  a spark  would  kindle  it, 
and  the  flames  would  spread  over  it  in  a moment. 

Parallel  to  the  lower  side  of  the  building,  and 
about  six  feet  from  it,  a stick  of  timber  runs  on  the 
ground  across  the  camp.  The  space  between  this 
and  the  lower  wall  is  appropriated  to  the  bedding; 
the  stick  of  timber  serving  to  confine  it  in  its  place. 
The  bedding  consists  of  a layer  of  hemlock  houghs 
spread  upon  the  ground,  and  covered  with  such  old 
quilts  and  blankets,  as  the  tenants  can  bring  away 
irom  their  homes.  The  men  camp  down  together, 
with  their  heads  towards  the  lower  wall  and  their 
feet  towards  the  fire.  Before  going  to  bed  they  re- 
plenish their  fire;  some  two  or  more  of  them  being 
employed  in  putting  on  such  logs,  as  with  their 
handspikes  they  can  manage  to  pile  into  the  chim- 
ney. As  the  walls  of  the  building  are  not  very  tight, 
the  cool  air  plays  freely  round  the  head  of  the 
sleeper,  making  a difference  of  temperature  be- 
tween the  head  and  the  feet  not  altogether  agreea- 
ble to  one  unused  to  sleep  in  camps.  A rough 
bench  and  table  complete  the  furniture  of  the  estab- 
lishment. A camp  very  similar,  though  not  so 
large  in  its  dimensions,  is  built  near  for  the  oxen. 
On  the  top  of  this  the  hay  is  piled  up,  giving  it 
some  warmth,  while  it  is  convenient  for  feeding. 

A large  logging  concern  will  require  a number 
of  camps,  which  will  be  distributed  over  the  tract, 
so  as  best  to  accommodate  the  timber.  One  camp 
serves  generally  for  one  or  two  teams.  A team,  in 
ordinary  logging  parlance,  expresses,  not  only  the 
set  of  four  or  six  oxen  that  draw  the  logs,  hut  like- 
wise a gang  of  men  employed  to  tend  them.  It 
takes  from  three  or  four  to  seven  or  eight  men,  to 
keep  one  team  employed;  one  man  being  employed 
in  driving  the  cattle,  and  the  others  in  cutting  down 
the  trees,  cutting  them  into  logs,  harking  them, 
and  cutting  and  clearing  the  way  to  each  tree. — 
The  number  of  hands  required,  depends  upon  the 
distance  to  he  hauled  inversely.  That  is,  most 
hands  are  required  when  the  distance  is  shortest; 
because  the  oxen,  returning  more  frequently,  re- 
quire their  loads  to  be  prepared  more  expeditiously. 

Having  built  their  camps,  or  while  building  them, 
the  main  roads  are  to  be  cut  out.  These  run  Irony 
the  camps  to  the  landing  places,  or  some  stream  of 
sufficient  size  to  float  down  the  logs  on  the  spring 
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freshet.  Other  roads  are  cut  to  other  clumps  of 
timber.  They  are  made  by  cutting  and  clearing 
away  the  underbrush,  and  such  trees  and  old  logs 
as  may  be  in  the  way,  to  a sufficient  width  for  the 
team  of  oxen,  with  the  bob-sled  and  timber  on  it, 
to  pass  conveniently.  The  bob-sled  is  made  to 
carry  one  end  of  the  timber  only;  the  other  drags 
upon  the  ground.  And  the  bark  is  chipped  off, 
that  the  log  may  slip  along  more  easily. 

The  teams  proceed  to  the  woods  when  the  first 
snows  coine,  with  the  hands  who  are  not  already 
there,  and  the  supplies.  The  supplies  consist  prin- 
cipally of  pork  and  flour  for  the  men,  and  Indian' 
meal  lor  the  oxen.  Some  beans,  tea  and  molasses, 
are  added,  formerly  hogsheads  of  rum  were  con- 
sidered indispensable,  ancl  I have  before  me  a bill 
of  supplies  fora  logging  concern  of  three  teams  in 
1327-23,  in  which  I find  one  hundred  and  eighty 
gallons  of  rum  charged.  But  of  late,  very  few  re- 
spectable lumberers  take  any  spirits  with  them. — 
And  the  logging  business  is  consequently  carried 
on  with  much  more  method,  economy  and  profit. — 
The  pork  and  flour  must  be  of  the  best  quality. — 
Lumberers  are  seldon  content  to  take  any  of  an  in- 
ferior sort;  and  even  now,  when  flour  is  twelve  dol- 
lars a barrel,  they  are  not  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
coarser  bread  stuffs. 

Hay  is  procured  as  near  to  the  camps  as  possible. 
But  as  most  of  the  timber  lands  are  remote  from 
settlements,  it  is  generally  necessary  to  haul  it  a 
considerable  distance.  And,  as  it  must  be  pur- 
chased of  the  nearest  settlers,  they  are  enabled  to 
obtain  very  high  prices.  From  twelve  to  twenty 
dollars  per  ton  is  usually  paid.  When  the  expen- 
ses of  hauling  it  to  the  camp  is  added,  the  whole 
cost  is  frequently  as  high  as  thirty  dollars  a ton, 
and  sometimes  much  higher.  Owners  of  timber 
lands  at  a distance  from  settlements,  may  make  a 
great  saving,  by  clearing  up  a piece  of  their  land, 
and  raising  their  own  hay. 

Some  one  of  the  hands,  who  has  not  so  much  effi- 
ciency in  getting  timber,  as  skill  in  kneading  bread 
and  frying  pork,  is  appointed  to  the  office  of  cook. 
Sait  pork,  flour,  bread  and  tea,  constitute  the  regu- 
lar routine  of  the  meals  varied  sometimes  with  salt 
fish  or  salt  beef.  Potatoes  are  used  when  they  can 
be  had.  Now  and  then,  perhaps,  when  the  snow 
is  deep,  they  catch  a deer  and  live  on  venison. 

The  men  are  employed  through  the  day  in  cut- 
ting the  timber  and  driving  the  teams.  In  the 
evening  some  take  care  of  the  oxen;  some  cut 
wood  for  the  fire;  then  they  amuse  themselves 
with  stories  and  singing,  or  in  other  ways,  until 
they  feel  inclined  to  turn  in  upon  the  universal 
bed.  On  Sundays  the  employer  claims  no  control 
over  their  time,  beyond  the  taking  care  of  the  cat- 
tle, the  fire  and  the  cooking.  On  this  day,  they  do 
their  washing  and  mending;  some  employ  them- 
selves besides,  in  seeking  timber,  and  some  in  hunt- 
ing partridges;  whilst  some  remain  in  the  camp  and 
read  the  Bible. 

They  remain  in  the  woods  from  the  commence- 
ment of  sledding,  some  time  in  December,  until 
some  time  in  March;  in  the  course  of  which  month, 
their  labors  are  usually  brought  to  a close,  either  by 
the  snow’s  getting  too  shallow  or  too  deep.  If 
there  are  heavy  thaws,  the  snow  runs  off,  not  leav- 
ing enough  to  make  good  hauling.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  gets  to  be  four  or  five  feet  deep,  the  oxen 
cannot  break  through  it,  to  make  the  path  which  it  is 
necessary  to  form,  in  order  to  get  at  each  individual 
tree.  The  men  and  teams  then  leave  the  woods. — 
Sometimes  one  or  two  remain,  to  be  at.  hand,  when 
the  streams  open.  1 know  one,  who  last  winter 
stayed  by  himself  in  the  woods,  fifteen  or  twenty 
miles  from  the  nearest  habitation,  for  the  space  of 
twenty-eight  days;  during  which  time  he  earned 
$203  by  getting  in  timber  with  his  axe  alone,  being 
allowed  for  it  at  the  same  rate  per  thousand  that 
the  lumberers  were,  in  getting  it  in  with  their 
teams.  He  found  some  berths  in  the  banks  of  the 
stream,  where  all  that  wa3  necessary  was  to  fell  the 
tree  so  that  it  should  fall  directly  upon  the  water, 
and  there  cut  it  into  logs  to  be  ready  for  running. 

When  the  streams  are  opened,  and  there  is  a suf- 
ficient freshet  to  float  the  timber,  another  gang, 
called  “river  drivers,”  take  charge  of  it.  It  is  their 
business  to  start  it  from  the  banks,  and  follow  it 
down  the  river,  clearing  off  what  lodges  against 
rocks,  pursuing  and  bringing  back  the  sticks  that 
run  wild  among  the  bushes  and  trees,  that  cover  the 
lew  lands  adjoining  the  river,  and  breaking  up  jams 
that  form  in  narrow  and  shallow’  places.  A jam  is 
caused  by  obstacles  in  the  river  catching  some  of 
the  sticks,  which  in  their  turn  catch  others  coming 
down,  and  so  the  mass  increases  until  a solid  dam  is 
farmed,  which  entirely  stops  up  the  river,  and  pre- 
vents the  further  passage  of  any  logs.  These  dams 
are  most  frequently  formed  at  the  top  of  some  fall. 
And  it  is  often  a service  that  requires  much  skill 
and  boldness,  and  is  attended  with  much  danger  to 


break  them  up.  The  persons  who  undertake  it 
must  go  on  to  the  mass  of  logs,  work  some  out  with 
their  pick  poles,  cut  some  to  pieces,  attach  ropes  to 
others  to  be  hauled  out  by  the  hands  on  shore,  and 
they  must  be  on  tile  alert  to  watch  the  movement 
of  the  starling  of  the  timber,  and  exercise  all  their 
activity  to  get  clear  of  it,  before  they  are  carried  oil 
in  its  tumultuous  rush. 

Some  weeks,  more  or  less,  according  to  the  dis- 
tance, spent  in  this  way,  brings  the  timber  to  the 
neighborhood  of  the  saw  mills.  A short  distance 
above  Oldtown,  on  the  Penobscot,  there  is  a boom 
established,  extending  across  the  river,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  stopping  all  the  logs  that  come  down.  It 
is  made  by  a floating  chain  of  logs  connected  by 
iron  links,  and  supported  at  suitable  distances,  by 
solid  piers  built  in  the  river;  without  this  it  would 
be  impossible  to  stop  a large  part  of  the  logs,  and 
they  would  be  carried  on  the  freshet  down  the  river, 
and  out  to  sea.  The  boom  is  owned  by  an  indivi- 
dual, who  derives  a large  profit  from  the  boomage, 
which  is  thirty-five  cents  per  thousand  on  all  logs 
coming  into  it.  The  boom  cost  the  present  owner 
about  $40,000.  He  has  ottered  it  for  sale  for  45,000. 
It  is  said  the  net  income  from  it  last  year,  was 
$15,000. 

Here  all  the  logs  that  come  down  the  Penobscot, 
are  collected  in  one  immense  mass,  covering  many 
acres,  where  is  intermingled  the  property  of  all  the 
owners  of  timber  lands,  in  all  the  broad  region  that 
is  watered  by  the  Penobscot  and  its  branches,  from 
the  east  line  of  Canada,  above  Moosehead  lake,  on 
the  one  side,  to  the  west  line  of  New  Brunswick  on 
the  other.  Here  the  timber  remains,  till  the  logs 
can  be  sorted  out  for  each  owner,  and  rafted  together 
to  be  floated  to  the  mills,  or  other  places  below. 
RaJ'ling  is  the  connecting  the  logs  together,  by 
cordage,  which  is  secured  by  pins  driven  into  each 
log,  forming  them  into  bands,  like  the  ranks  of  a 
regiment.  This  operation  i3  performed  by  the  owner 
of  the  boom.  The  ownership  of  the  limber  is  as- 
certained by  the  marks  which  have  been  chopped 
into  each  log  before  it  left  the  woods;  each  owner 
having  a mark,  or  combination  of  marks,  of  his 
own.  When  the  boom  is  full,  only  the  logs  lowest 
down  can  be  got  at,  and  the  proprietors  of  others 
logs  must  wait  weeks,  sometimes  months,  before 
they  can  get  them  out,  to  their  great  inconvenience 
and  damage. 

After  the  logs  are  rafted,  and  out  of  the  boorn, 
a great  part  of  them  are  lodged  for  convenience,  in 
a place  called  Pen  Cove,  which  is  a large  and  secure 
basin  in  the  river,  about  two  miles  below  the  boom. 
From  this  cove  they  can  be  taken  out  as  they  are 
wanted,  for  the  mills  below.  While  in  the  boom, 
and  at  other  places  on  the  river,  they  are  liable  to 
great  loss  from  plunderers.  The  owners  or  drivers 
of  logs  w’ill  frequently  smuggle  all  that  come  in 
their  way,  without  regard  to  marks.  The  owners  or 
eoiiuucrors  of  some  of  the  mills  on  the  river,  are 
said  to  be  not  above  encouraging  and  practising  this 
species  of  piracy.  Indeed  timber,  in  all  its  stages, 
seems  to  be  considered  a fair  object  for  plunderers, 
from  the  petty  pilferer  who  steals  into  the  woods, 
fells  a iree,  cuts  it  into  shingles  and  carries  it  out  on 
his  back,  to  the  comparatively  rich  owner  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars. 

When  the  logs  have  been  sawn  at  the  mills,  there 
is  another  rafting  of  the  boards,  which  are  floated 
down  the  river  to  Bangor,  to  be  embarked  on  board 
the  coasters  for  Boston.  In  this  process  they  are 
subject  to  much  injury,  first  by  the  mode  of  catch- 
ing them  as  they  come  from  the  mill  sluices,  the 
rafters  making  use  of  a picaroon,  or  pole  with  a 
.spike  in  the  end  of  it,  which  is  repeatedly  and  un- 
mercifully driven  into  the  boards,  taking  out  per- 
haps, a piece  at  each  time;  secondly,  by  the  holes 
made  by  the  pins  driven  into  the  boards  in  rafting; 
and  thirdly,  by  the  rocks  and  rapids  and  shallows  in 
the  river,  breaking  the  rafts  to  pieces,  and  splitting 
up  the  boards  as  they  descend.  These  inconve- 
niences will  be  partly  remedied  by  the  railroad  now 
in  operation,  unless  other  inconveniences  in  the  use 
of  it  should  be  found  to  overbalance  them. 

The  kinds  of  timber  brought  down  our  rivers  are 
pine,  spruce,  hemlock,  ash,  birch,  maple,  cedar,  and 
hackmatack.  Far  the  greater  part  of  it  is  pine. — 
The  lumberers  make  about  six  kinds  of  pine; 
though  they  do  not  agree  exactly  in  the  classifica- 
tion, or  in  the  use  of  some  of  the  names.  The 
most  common  division  is  into  pumpkin  pine,  tim- 
ber pine,  sapling,  bull  sapling,  ^Norway,  and 
yellow  or  pitch  pine.  The  pumpkin  pine  stands 
pre-eminent  in  the  affections  of  the  lumberers,  be- 
cause it  is  the  largest  tree,  and  makes  fine  large 
clear  hoards.  They  are  soft  and  of  yellow’ish  cast. 
The  timber  pine  and  saplings  are  the  most  common. 
The  former  is  generally  preferred  as  being  larger 

*A11  the  kinds  here  named,  with  the  exception  of 
the  two  last,  are  varieties  of  white  pine. 


and  more  likely  to  be  sound.  Yet  the  saplings  are 
said  to  make  the  harder  and  more  durable  boards. 
The  common  sapling  grows  in  low  lands,  generally 
very  thick,  but  is  apt  to  be  much  of  it  rotten.  The 
bull  sapling  is  larger  and  sounder,  grows  on  higher 
land,  and  mixed  with  hard  wood.  The  Norway 
pine*  is  a much  harder  kind  of  timber  than  the 
others.  It  is  seldom  sawed  into  boards,  though  it 
makes  excellent  floor  boards.  But  it  is  generally 
hewed  into  square  timber.  In  the  provinces  it  bears 
a higher  price  than  the  others.  There  is  not  much 
ol  it  brought  to  market,  and  it  is  not  very  abundant 
in  the  woods.  The  yellow  pine  is  very  scarce,  if 
to  be  found  at  all  in  that  region. 

I will  conclude  with  some  remarks  upon  the 
different  modes  of  operating,  made  use  of  by  own- 
ers of  timber.  There  are  three.  One  is,  for  the 
owner  to  hire  his  men  by  the  month,  procure  teams, 
and  furnish  them  with  equipments  and  supplies. 
A second  is,' to  agree  with  some  one  or  rpore  indi- 
viduals to  cut  and  haul  the  timber,  or  cut,  haul, 
and  run  it,  at  a certain  price  per  thousand  feet. 
The  third  way  is  to  sell  the  stumpage  outright;  that 
is,  to  sell  the  timber  standing. 

The  first  mode  is  seldom  adopted,  unless  the 
owner  of  the  timber  is  likewise  a lumberer,  and 
intends  to  superintend  the  business  himself.  The 
second  mode  is  very  common.  It  is  considered  the 
most  saving  to  the  owners,  because  the  lumberer 
has  no  inducement  to  select  the  best  limber,  and 
leave  all  that  is  not  of  the  first  quality;  to  cut  down 
trees  and  take  a log,  and  leave  others  to  rot  that 
are  not  quite  so  good,  but  which  may  be  well 
worth  hauling.  Its  inconveniences  are,  that  as  the 
object  of  the  lumberer  is  to  get  as  large  a quantity 
as  possible,  he  will  take  trees  that  are  not  worth  as 
much  as  the  cost  of  getting  them  to  market,  and 
which,  besides  being  of  little  value  themselves, 
render  the  whole  lot  less  saleable  by  the  bad  ap- 
pearance they  give  it.  The  owner  too  is  subject  to 
all  the  losses  that  may  happen,  in  running  the  logs 
down  the  river.  Very  frequently  he  is  obliged  to 
make  one  contract  to  have  the  timber  cut  and 
hauled  to  the  landing  places,  and  another  to  have 
it  run  down;  for  the  river  drivers  are  a distinct  elas3 
from  the  lumberers.  Most  of  them  are  indeed  lum- 
berers. But  it  is  but  a small  part  of  the  lumberers, 
that  are  river  drivers.  A great  part  of  the  lumber- 
ers are  farmers  who  must  be  on  their  farms  at  the 
season  of  driving,  and  therefore  cannot  undertake 
any  thing  but  the  cutting  and  hauling.  They  are 
paid  for  the  number  of  thousand  feet  they  deposite 
at  the  landing  places;  and  the  logs  being  surveyed, 
or  sealed,  as  they  are  hauled,  their  object  is  to  get 
as  many  thousand  as  possible  on  the  landing  places; 
while  the  river  drivers  may  be  very  careless  about 
getting  them  all  down,  and  the  owner  may  never 
receive  nearly  the  quantity  he  has  paid  for  tutting 
and  hauling.  In  operating  jn  this  mode,  the  owner 
usually  furnishes  the  supplies,  provisions,  &c.;  and 
the  lumberer  procures  the  team?  and  hires  the  men. 
The  owner  commonly  does  not  bind  himself  to  pay 
before  the  logs  get  to  market;  and  he  frequently 
makes  a contract  for  his  supplies  on  the  same  con- 
dition, in  which  case  he  has  to  pay  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty-three  per  cent,  more  for  his  gopds, 
than  he  would  dealing  on  cash  or  common  credit. 
Sometimes,  when  there  is  no  freshet,  the  logs  do 
not  get  down  until  the  second  year;  and  then  the 
trader  and  lumberer  both  suffer  for  want  of  their 

pay. 

The  third  mode  is  the  simplest  and  easiest  for  the 
owner.  He  avoids  all  trouble  of  furnishing  supplies 
of  watching  the  timber  on  the  river,  and  of  looking 
out  for  a market.  But  he  must  have  a man  of  some 
capital  to  deal  with,  as  he  furnishes  his  own  teams 
and  supplies,  and  pays  his  men,  receiving  very 
heavy  advances.  . The  purchaser  of  it  has  no  inter- 
est to  cut  the  timber  savingly,  and  he  sometimes 
makes  dreadful  havoc  among  the  trees,  leaving  a 
great  deal  of  valuable  stuff  on  the  ground  to  rot. 
And  if  he  selects  only  the  best  trees  in  a berth, 
much  of  the  timber  left  standing  may  be  lost,  be- 
cause no  one  will  afterwards  want  to  go  into  that 
berth,  from  which  all  the  best  trees  have  been  cul- 
led. It  is  common  now,  in  all  large  concerns,  for 
the  owner  to  employ  a man  to  pass  the  winter  in 
the  camps,  living  alternately  at  one  or  another,  for 
the  purpose  of  sealing  the  logs,  keeping  a correct 
account  of  them,  and  seeing  that  the  timber  is  cut 
according  to  the  contract.  But,  after  all,  there  is 
always  found  to  be  a considerable  difference  be- 
tween timber  cut  by  the  thousand,  and  that  which 
is  cut  on  stumpage.” 

Each  mode  has  its  troubles.  But  I think  that 
owners  at  a distance  will  manage  their  concerns 
with  least  vexation  by  selling  the  stumpage  pro- 
vided that  they  have  honest  men  to  deal  with. 


*Th.is  pine  is  called  also  red  pine,  from  the  color 
of  its  bark. 
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Naval.  Arrival  of  the  Brandywine . The  United 
States  frigate  Brandywine,  capt.  Deacon,  bearing 
the  broad  pendant  of  commodore  Wadsworth,  03 
days  from  Callao,  anchored  in  Hampton  Roads  on 
Saturday  afternoon  last— officers  and  crew  general- 
ly well.  Passed  midshipman  Augustus  W.  Pre- 
vost,  (late  of  the  U.  S.  schooner  Boxer),  died  of 
consumption  on  board  of  the  Brandywine,  on  his 
return  to  the  United  States. 

The  Brandywine  has  been  absent  from  the  Unit- 
ed States  thirty-five  months,  having  sailed  from 
Hampton  Roads  on  the  20th  of  June,  1834. 

By  the  Brandywine  the  editors  of  the  Norfolk 
Beacon  learn  that  the  Chilian  blockading  squadron 
under  the  command  of  admiral  Blanco  was  lying  in 
the  harbor  of  Callao;  the  admiral  waiting  instruc- 
tions from  his  government.  Every  thing  was  tran- 
quil in  the  interior  when  the  Brandywine  sailed. 

Santa  Cruz  continued  at  the  head  of  affairs  there, 
and  would  probably  remain  so. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Fairfield,  commander  Mayo, 
bound  to  the  coast  of  Brazil,  went  to  sea  from 
Hampton  Roads  on  Tuesday  morning  with  a crack- 
ing breeze  from  N.  W.  . 

The  United  States  ship  Independence,  was  haul- 
ed off  into  the  stream  yesterday  forenoon.  She 
was  originally  a seventy-four  gun  ship,  and  built 
in  this  port;  but  she  has  recently  been  razeed,  and 
now  mounts  64  guns.  She  is  of  admirable  model, 
mounts  64  guns,  will  be  able  to  carry  the  canvass 
of  a 74,  and  is  probably  one  of  the  very  finest  ships 
afloat  of  her  class.  She  has  also  a set  of  officers  in 
all  respects  equal  to  her  own  character.  Commo- 
dore John  B.  Nicholson,  her  commander,  has  long 
been  distinguished  for  his  meritorious  services,  and 
lieutenant  Alexander  Slidell,  her  first  lieutenant,  is 
universally  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  most 
talented  and  accomplished  officers  in  the  navy. 
His  professional  skill  has  been  highly  appreciated 
by  the  navy  department  and  by  his  brother  officers, 
while  his  various  literary  publications  have  been 
extensively  admired,  both  in  this  country  and  in 
England.  The  Independence  will  first  proceed  to 
the°north  of  Europe,  as  bearer  of  Mr.  Dallas,  envoy 
to  the  court  of  Russia,  after  which  she  will  repair 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  as  the  flag  ship  on  the  Bra- 
zilian station.  She  will  carry  with  her  the  best 
wishes  of  every  true  citizen  of  the  United  States. 
She  is  expected  to  sail  in  about  a week. 

[Boston  Gazette. 

We  learn  from  the  Military  and  Naval  Magazine, 
that  a naval  court  martial,  recently  held  in  Phila- 
delphia, passed  midshipman  William  C.  Spencer 
was  tried,  and  sentenced  to  be  cashiered.  Sentence 
approved  IGth  April,  1837. 

The  United.  States  ship  Concord,  capt.  Mix,  was 
at  Matanze.s  on  the  10th — officers  all  well.  No  pi- 
rates had  been  seen. 

Capt.  Soule  of  the  brig  Ceylon  from  Cape  Hay- 
tien,  ashore  at  Nantucket,  reports  the  names  of  the 
prisoners  arrested  at  that  place  by  the  U.  S.  com- 
mercial agent,  for  the  robbery  of  an  American  ves- 
sel at  Turks  Island  in  October  or  November  last,  to 
be  James  Hamilton,  a white,  and  Thomas  Brown, 
a black.  They  arrived  at  Cape  Haytien  in  a boat 
and  reported  themselves  destitute  American  sea- 
men, who  had  been  wrecked.  The  circumstances 
have  been  published  before,  but  the  names  were 
not  given. 

Mortality  of  convicts  at  Sing  Sing.  Of  seven  con- 
victs sent  to  this  prison  from  the  sessions  court  last 
March,  four  have  died  of  prison  fever— contracted 
at  Bellevue  before  they  left.  The  names  of  the 
deceased  are  Nathaniel  Williams,  John  Peterson, 
Ryan  O’Brian  alias  Grant  Brian,  and  Alexander 
Bowman. 

David  F.  Bates,  of  Albany,  lately  liberated  from 
Bellevue,  is  also  dead,  it  is  said,  of  the  same  fever. 

[ New  York  Star. 

Gov.  Runnels  of  Miss,  has  been  appointed  by 
president  Van  Buren,  a commissioner  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  to  run  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween this  country  and  Texas. 

The  London  Morning  Advertiser  is  now  printed 
by  a steam  engine  which  enables  the  proprietors  to 
throw  off  8,000  copies  per  hour. 

Daring  robbery.  The  following  particulars  of  a 
most  daring  robbery  are  copied  from  a postscript  of 
the  Juniata  (Pa.)  Free  Press  of  the  19th  inst. 

“Part  of  our  edition  of  yesterday  is  not  yet  work- 
ed off,  and  we  stop  onr  press  to  announce  a most 
daring  robbery  committed  in  our  town  this  morn- 
ing. Mr.  Thomas  Morrow,  merchant  of  Water- 
ford, in  this  county,  on  his  way  to  Philadelphia  for 
goods,  stopped  at  one  of  our  hotels,  waiting  the  ar- 
rival of  one  of  the  packets  this  morning,  and  was 


robbed  of  seventeen  hundred  dollars  and  his  panta- 
loons, by  a traveller  who  slept  in  the  same  room. 
A reward  of  fifty  dollars  is  offered  for  the  appre- 
hension of  the  thief  and  the  recovery  of  the  mo- 
ney. It  is  supposed  the  fellow  left  here  for  the  east 
about  daylight.  He  is  described  in  a handbill  as 
‘about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  five  feet  eight  or 
ten  inches  in  height,  sandy  complexion,  slender 
frame,  quite  freckled,  and  has  lost  one  of  his  fore 
fingers.’  ” 

Dreadful  slaughter  and  Cannibalism  in  New  Zea- 
land. Late  accounts  state  that  the  flax  establishment 
of  Mr.  Jones  at  Sydney,  was  attacked  by  800  of  the 
natives  of  Waikattoo,  Matamata  and  TouTanga.  Of 
120  in  the  establishment,  every  man  was  killed,  and 
the  women  and  children  made  prisoners,  which  latter 
were  savagely  butchered  with  tomahawks;  their 
heads  and  limbs  scattered  about  in  every  direction. 
On  their  return,  they  fell  in  with  13  of  a hostile 
tribe  whom  they  murdered  and  then  feasted  on  their 
flesh  which  they  baked  in  ovens. 

The  way  they  work  in  Illinois.  . The  Illinois  Pa- 
triot gives  an  account  of  a citizen  who  received  his 
timber  from  the  mill,  made  a frame  there  from  15  by 
24  feet,  raised  it,  shingled  and  weatherboarded  it,  put 
in  windows  and  door  frames,  and  partly  painted  the 
house — all  in  one  day.. 

Two  lads  fought  at  Louisville,  a few  days  since 
with  Bowie  knives.  One  of  them  died  in  a few 
hours  after  being  stabbed. 

A county  without  a lawyer.  Warren  county,  Illi- 
nois, containing  a population  of  7,000,  with  three  or 
four  thriving  towns,  and  twelve  or  fifteen  more 
staked  out  and  in  market,  has  not  a lawyer  in  it. 
It  is  not  because  the  profession  are  ignorant  of  the 
fact,  for  attorneys  are  always  among  the  first  dis- 
coverers of  western  towns,  and  especially  county 
seats,  but  from  the  almost  total  absence  of  litiga- 
tion. “Two  or  three  lawyers  have  tried  to  live 
here,”  said  our  informant,  “but  they  had  to  clear 
out.”  \Peoria  Register. 

The  packet  ship  Burgundy,  which  arrived  at  N. 
York  last  week,  brought  out  five  hundred  thou- 
sand francs  in  gold,  part  of  the  French  indemnity, 
to  the  bank  of  America. 

A liberal  donation.  Tosiah  Homey,  of  Putnam 
county.  Georgia,  has  presented  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  that  section,  as  a donation, 
the  handsome  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars, 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  another  manual  la- 
bor school,  to  be  located  in  some  of  the  south  or 
south  west  counties  of  that  state. 

Business  for  the  lawyers.  In  Hinds  county,  Miss, 
there  are  230  causes  on  the  trial  docket,  and  500  on 
the  appearance  docket  of  the  circuit  court  of  that 
county! 

Wood.  The  following  table,  showing  the  weight 
of  the  different  kinds  of  wood,  therein  named,  per 
cord,  and  their  proportionate  value  for  fuel,  con- 
tains the  results  of  Bull’s  experiments  made  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  may  prove  interesting  to  those  who 
are  curious  in  such  matters.  The  trials  were  made 
in  a small  close  room,  and  proved  by  thermome- 
trical  observations: 


Pounds  per  cord. 

Per  cent,  of  com- 
parative value. 

Hickory, 

4,469 

100 

Pignut, 

4,241 

95 

Chesnut  oak, 

3,955 

86 

White  oak. 

3,821 

81 

Red  oak. 

3,254 

69 

Yellow  oak, 

2,919  J 

60 

White  ash. 

3,540 

77 

Black  birch, 

3,115 

63 

White  birch, 

2,369 

48 

Rock  maple, 

2,878 

60 

White  maple, 

2,668 

54 

Yellow  pine 

2,463 

54 

Pitch  pine, 

1,904 

43 

White  pine, 

1,868 

42 

A market  for  bachelors.  The  Southern  Literary 
Journal  states  that  there  are  nowr  in  Charleston,  S. 
C.  four  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty  unmar- 
ried ladies,  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  fifty, 
nine  hundred  and  seventy-one  between  fifteen  and 
twenty,  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  from  twenty  to  thirty,  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  from  thirty  to  forty,  and  six  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven  from  forty  to  fifty. 

Baltimore.  The  “Chronicle”  of  Thursday  last 
says — We  understand  that,  on  his  recent  visit  to 
this  city,  Mr.  N.  Biddle  expressed  the  opinion,  that, 
if  Baltimore  could  weather  the  present  storm,  it 
would  put  her  twenty  years  ahead  of  her  sister 
cities.  She  can  weather  it!  If  her  merchants  and 
her  banks  are  true  to  each  other  and  true  to  them- 


selves, she  can  weather  it — and  win  for  herself  the 
bright  distinction  of  being  the  only  city  on  the  sea- 
bord,  which  rode  out,  in  safety,  the  rudest  gale 
that  ever  shipwrecked  the  commercial  hope  of  a 
nation.  We  have  high,  animating,  encouraging 
prospects  before  us.  Let  no  man  falter — let  no 
man  despair — let  the  strong  support  the  weak,  and 
ws  will  all  V'eather  the  storm,  and  reach,  in  safety, 
in  honor  and  in  the  consciousness  of  a victorious 
issue  of  a deadly  struggle,  the  haven  of  ease,  securi- 
ty and  plenty. 

The  U.  S.  circuit  court,  for  the  Maryland  district, 
adjourned  on  Thursday  last.  The  case  of  R.  M. 
Whitney  vs.  Leaken  and  Barnes  did  not  come  be- 
fore it,  and  is  deferred  until  the  next  term. 

Hon.  Chilton  Allan,  member  of  the  late  congress 
from  Kentucky,  has  been  appointed  by  the  governor 
of  that  state,  president  of  the  board  of  internal  im- 
provement, to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  judge  Owsley. 

John  Randolph's  will.  It  is  stated  in  the  Alex- 
andria Gazette,  that  Mr.  John  Randolph’s  will  of 
1822,  by  which  his  slaves  were  liberated,  has  been 
established  by  the  court  of  appeals  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Cambreleng.  The  rumored  appointment  of 
Mr.  Cambreleng  to  a foreign  embassy  is  incorrect. 
We  make  this  statement  on  account"  of  constantly 
meeting  with  the  report  in  our  exchange  papers. 

[A.  Y.  Evening  Post. 

attempt  at  murder.  The  express  mail  rider  from 
the  north  was  waylaid  by  a ruffian  on  the  night  of 
the  22d  inst.  in  an  unfrequented  spot,  about  thirty- 
five  miles  above  Augusta,  Georgia,  and  shot  at  as 
he  passed.  The  ball  penetrated  his  thigh;  but  re- 
taining his  presence  of  mind,  he  kept  his  saddle, 
and  quickening  his  speed  was  soon  beyond  the  mis- 
creant’s reach.  *■ 

In  consequence  of  this  disgraceful  outrage,  the 
mail  did  not  arrive  at  Augusta  until  about  four 
hours  after  the  time. 

Trade  of  ihe  western  waters.  By  way  of  enab- 
ling the  reader  to  form  some  idea  of  the  trade 
of  Pittsburgh,  the  Daily  Advocate  of  that  city, 
presents  the  subjoined  list  of  steamboat  arrivals 
and  departures,  since  the  opening  of  the  navigation, 
about  the  middle  of  February: 

Arrivals.  Departures. 


Louisville  and  Cincinnati,  89  89 

New  Orleans,  11  8 

Wabash  river,  5 6 

Nashville,  7 10 

St.  Louis,  IS  34 

Kanawha,  1 

Illinois,  3 1 

Independence,  Mo.  1 3 

Florence,  1 

Galena,  2 

Peoria,  Illinois  river,  1 

Fort  Smith  or  Coffee,  1 

Marion  city,  1 

Total,  135  157 


Among  the  departures,  were  fourteen  new  boats, 
averaging  upwards  of  500  tons  burthen,  which  are 
said  to  have  been  laden  principally  with  articles 
manufactured  in  the  city  and  neighborhood  of  Pitts- 
burgh— the  American  Birmingham. 

Bank  notes.  The  impression  seems  to  gain 
ground  that  the  interdiction  of  the  circulation  of 
bank  notes  of  small  denominations  is  a general 
grievance,  instead  of  being  a convenience  to  any 
but  the  officers  of  the  banks.  The  following,  from 
a New  York  Journal,  shows  in  what  manner  it  very 
seriously  affects  the  circulation  of  newspapers  and 
other  periodicals: 

From  the  Rochester  Democrat. 

“We  on  Saturday  received  a Spanish  dollar  to  ap- 
ply on  a subscription,  the  postage  on  which  was 
only  fifty  cents.  This  is  a fair  specimen  of  the 
beauties  of  specie  currency,  and  the  folly'-  of  the  law 
prohibiting  the  circulation  of  small  bills.” 

Honneur  aux  dames.  The  Niles  (Michigan)  Ga- 
zette is  singing  pEeans  to  the  beauty  of  the  ladies  of 
that  “city.  In  this  eulogy,  he  says:  “The  eye  of 
the  eagle  would  falter  at  a glance  of  their  eyes:  the 
unsunned  snows  assume  a dusky  hue  compared 
with  the  spotless  whiteness  of  their  skin,  and  the 
rose  ‘ can’t  begin’  to  compare  with  the  hue  of  Ver- 
million that  irradiates  their  cheeks.” 

The  St.  Joseph’s  Herald  more  than  insinuates 
that  the  hue  which  irradiates  the  cheeks  of  the 
Niles  ladies  is  nothing  more  than  veritable  Vermil- 
lion, and  says:  “the  ladies  of  St.  Joseph  do  not 
resort  to  art  to  make  them  appear  lovely  and  fasci- 
nating. No  other  color  suffuses  their  cheeks  than 
that  which  nature,  with  an  inimitable  hand,  has  be- 
stowed upon  them.” 
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New  York  merchants.  We  learn  from  the 
“National  Intelligencer”  of  Thursday,  that  the  sub- 
committee of  the  New  York  merchants,  fifteen  in 
number,  arrived  in  Washington  on  Tuesday  evening 
last,  and  on  the  following  day,  with  Mr.  Hone  at 
thtir  head,  proceeded  to  the  president’s  mansion  and 
communicated  with  him,  and  that  they  also  had  an 
interview  with  that  functionary  on  the  following  day. 
What  transpired  is  not  authoritatively  announced, 
but  the  “Globe”  says,  the  committee  explained  in 
writing  the  object  of  their  mission,  and  that  the  pre- 
sident replied  in  the  same  manner.  “The  reply,” 
adds  that  paper,  “was  brief  and  explicit.”  The 
Baltimore  ‘-Patriot”  states,  it  was  in  substance,  that 
the  treasury  circular  would  neither  be  repealed  or 
modified,  and  that,  in  respect  to  suits  on  custom 
ho  is?  bonds,  ail  the  indulgence  would  be  extended 
consistent  with  the  laws  of  congress.  As  to  an  ex 
tra  session  of  congress,  to  consider  the  condition  of 
the  country,  Mr.  Van  Buren  does  not  think  the 
emergency  would  justify  it. 

The  committee  arrived  in  Baltimore  on  Thurs 
day  evening,  and  yesterday  departed  by  the  steam- 
boat for  New  York. 

Virginia  election.  The  following  is  the  re- 
sult of  the  congressional  election  in  Virginia,  as  far 
as  ascertained.  Three  districts  are  yet  to  be  heard 

from 


Whigs. 

Henry  A.  Wise, 
Charles  F.  Mercer, 
John  Robertson, 
Francis  Mallory, 
John  Taliaferro, 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Andrew  Donally, 


Adm  inistralion. 
Francis  E.  Rives, 
James  Garland, 

Geo.  C.  Dromgoole, 
Walter  Coles, 

John  M.  Patton, 
John  M.  Mason, 
James  W.  Bouldin, 
Wm.  S.  Morgan, 

J.  S.  Pennybacker, 
Robert  Craig, 

John  W.  Jones. 


Pennsylvania.  The  committee  to  amend  the 
constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  assembled  at  Harris- 
burgon  Tuesday  the  2d  inst.  and  was  temporarily  or- 
ganized by  appointing'!’.  S.  Cunningham,  esq.  chair- 
man (for  Cunningham  66  votes — for  Henry  Sheetz 
61,  Clark  1 — Mr.  Cunningham  was  excused  from 
voting),  and  Wm.  Clark  and  James  C.  Biddle,  secre- 
taries. The  convention  then,  after  some  unimport- 
ant business,  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a presi- 
dent; Mr.  McSherry  nominated  John  Sergeant  of 
Philadelphia;  and  the  question  being  taken  viva 

voce,  the  result  was,  for  John  Sergeant  66  votes 

Porter  of  Northampton,  63;  James  Clark  1;  A.  H. 
Read  1.  Mr.  Sergeant  was  declared  duly  elected, 
and  was  then  conducted  to  the  chair  by  Mr.  Porter, 
when  he  delivered  the  following  brief address: 
“Gentlemen,  members  of  this  convention: — The 
.station  you  have  called  me  to  by  your  election,  is 
one  which  in  this  commonwealth,  and  elsewhere  in 
our  country, has  beenoccupied  bythe  most  eminent 
citizens.  However  unworthy  I must  feel  myself  to  be 
associated  with  the  illustrious -names  which  form  the 
roll  of  presidents  of  conventions,  it  cannot  but  be 
felt  as  a high  honor  to  have  a place  in  the  same  list 
with  them.  It  is  deeply  felt  to  be  so,  and  I beg 
you  to  accept  for  it  my  most  sincere  acknowledge” 
inents.  ° 

“The  subjects  we  are  to  deliberate  upon  are  of  no 
ordinary  character.  It  i.s  not  an  exaggeration  to  say 
that  they  are  of  transcendent  importance.  The  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  was  one  of  the  first,  if 
nit  the  very  first,  to  imtitate  the  example  of  the 
whole  people  of  the  United  States,  in  taking  down 
the  fabric  of  government  which  had  been  provided 
amidst  the  exigences  of  a new  and  undisturbed  state 
ol  existence,  and  in  replacing  it  bv  a solid  struc- 
ture, deliberately  formed,  and  intended  to  give  per- 
manent security  to  all  the  rights  of  every  member 
of  the  community.  At  the  end  of  fifty  years,  the 
system  of  social  order  which  was  then  framed,  is 
committed  to  our  hands,  that  we  may  examine  it, 
and  if  need  b’,  propose  to  our  fellow  citizens  such 
improvements  as  this  great  fundamental  law  may 
seem  to  require.  Such  a -work  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged, demands  the  utmost  exertion  of  wisdom,  and 
exemption,  as  far  as  possible,  from  the  influence  of  j 
prejudice  and  passion,  and  every  disturbing  motive 
and  withal,  a spirit  ot  pure  and  generous  patriot-  ' 
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ism,  which  seeks  no  other  gratification  than  to  pro- 
mote the  lasting  happiness  of  those  who  are,  and 
those  who  are  to  be,  the  inhabitants  of  this  great 
and  favored  commonwealth. 

constant  sense  of  the  magnitude  of  duty  we 
are  called  upon  to  perform,  and  of  the  grave  ac- 
countability we  are  under  lor  its  faithful  perform- 
ance, cannot  fail  to  produce  calmness  and  order  in 
our  deliberations;  while  at  the  sametime  abecoming 
seriousness,  with  mutual  kindness  and  respect,  will 
bean  earnest  to  our  fellow  citizens  of  the  singleness  of 
purpose  with  which  we  follow  Hie  path  of  that  great 
duty,  and  with  the  blessing  of  a gracious  Providence 
upon  our  counsels,  the  best  means  of  accomplishing 
good  results. 

“To  the  utmost  of  my  humble  powers,  I promise 
to  co-operate  with  you  in  whatever  will  tend  to  give 
character  and  efficacy  to  our  proceedings.  With 
but  little  aid  from  experience,  1 am  very  sensible  of 
my  deficiencies,  and  how  much  I shall  stand  in 
need  of  your  continual  indulgence  and  support. 
My  hope,  and  my  belief  is,  that  they  will  be  liber- 
ally extended  to  unintentional  error,  and  furnish 
than  this  you  may  be  assured  there  .will  be  no 
claim. 

Pardon  me  for  detaining  you  a moment  longer, 
to  express  to  you  my  heartfelt  wish  that  all  who  are 
here  assembled,  may,  to  the  last  day  of  their  lives, 
have  cause  to  rejoice  in  the  acts  of  this  convention, 
with  a firm  conviction  that  they  have  done  nothing 
to  weaken  the  foundations  of  human  freedom  and 
happiness. 

French  indemnity.  Notice  to  claimants  under 
the  French  indemnity.  Treasury  department,  May  1, 
1837.  Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  6th  instalment  of  the  indemnity  having  been 
received  by  the  agent  of  the  department,  will  be 
paid  to  the  holders  of  the  certificates  on  the  10th  inst. 
on  application  at  either  of  the  following  banks,  and 
will  amount  in  addition  to  the  5 per  cent,  paid  on 
the  15th  ultimo,  to  3,9572-10000  per  cent,  on  the 
respective  awards  as  corrected  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution  of  congress  of  3d  of  March  last,  viz: 
agreeable  to  the  proportion  each  award  shall  bear 
to  the  sum  of  $9,362,193  47,  as  stated  on  the  face 
of  the  certificate. 

Banks.  Commercial  bank,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.; 
Merchants,  bank,  Boston;  Girard  bank,  Philadel- 
phia; Union  bank  of  Maryland,  at  Baltimore;  bank 
of  the  Metropolis,  Washington,  D.  C.  orat  the  bank 
of  America,  New  York,  to  which  the  other  banks 
will  forward  their  accounts  for  payments  made. 

Levi  Woodbury,  sec’y  of  ike  treasury. 


The  money  market.  Since  our  last,  there  has 
been  another  arrival  from  England;  the  advices 
brought  by  it  are  inserted  in  another  page.  The 
arrangement  of  the  bank  of  England  to  sustain  cer- 
tain American  houses,  appears  to  have  been  com- 
pleted, and  the  statement  that  the  same  institution 
had  proposed  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States  to 
draw  upon  it  for  two  millions  sterling  is  confirmed. 
But  these  measures  appear  to  have  had  no  good 
effect  upon  the  condition  of  things  in  New  York;  for 
the  first  is  believed  to  have  been  made  in  ignorance 
of  the  extent  of  the  derangement  among  the  Ameri- 
can merchants  there,  and  the  last,  is  said  to  be 
coupled  with  a condition  that  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States  must  remit  to  England,  in  specie,  one-half 
of  the  amount  drawn  for,  at  the  maturity  of  the  bills. 
Rumor  adds,  also,  that  the  president  of  the  United 
States’  bank  had  declined  to  accept  this  proposi- 
tion, nnlessthe  president  of  the  United  States  would 
repeal  or  modify  the  treasury  order,  so  as  to  enable 
t’ne  bank  to  obtain  the  requisite  amount  of  gold  and 
silver.  By  this  arrival  many  bills  were  returned 
protested,  as  was  expected:  but  the  information  re- 
ceived is  said  to  have  had  a negative  influence, 
neither  hastening  or  retarding  the  crisis,  which  is 
gradually  but  surely  approaching.  Suspensions  con- 
tinue to  take  place,  and  among. other  prominent 
houses  which  have  been  reduced  to  this  extremity, 
are  R.  L.  Nevins,  broker,  doing  an  extensive  busi- 
ness, Arthur  Tappan  and  the  Crary’s,  two  of  the 
oldest,  largest  and  best  houses  of  New  York,  which, 
it  i.s  said,  will  bring  down  others  in  that  city  and  in 
Boston. 

Stocks  were  also  still  on  the  decline,  and  the  Com- 
mercial Advertiser  says  that  nearly  all  were  down 


from  one  to  three  per  cent,  below  the  prices  of  the 
previous  day. 

The  Courier  of  Wednesday  says  that  uncurrent 
money  is  hard  to  dispose  of  even  at  high  rates. 

Later.  The  run  upon  the  Mechanics’  bank,  no- 
ticed below,  and  the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Flem- 
ing, its  late  president,  the  result,  as  the  coroner’s 
inquest  held  on  the  body  decided,  of  “mental  ex- 
citement, ’’created  a great  sensation  throughout  the 
the  city  on  Thursday.  The  Journal  of  Commerce 
says,  the  president  and  cashier  of  that  bank  had  been 
quite  indiscreet  in  their  loans  to  a great  house  of 
brokers  which  failed  some  days  ago.  These  trans- 
actions were  without  the  particular  knowledge  of 
the  directors,  and  when  things  came  to  be  known, 
it  was  thought  expedient  that  the  two  managing  of- 
ficers should  resign.  Their  resignation  was  an- 
nounced that  morning  in  the  papers,  together  with 
the  names  of  highly  respectable  gentlemen  to  suc- 
ceed them. 

On  Thursday  the  failures  were  still  going  on,  and 
it  is  estimated  that  upwards  of  twenty  or  thirty 
large  houses  had  gone  by  the  board  the  present 
week,  and  for  an  amount  stated  at  fifteen  millions. 
Shocks  had  experienced  another  heavy  depression, 
and  country  money  was  more  unsaleable. 

Boston  and  Philadelphia  were  also  embarrass- 
ed, though  no  additional  failures  of  importance 
have  been  announced  in  either  city  since  our  last. 
The  failures  in  New  York  have  cast  great  gloom 
over  botli,  which  it  is  feared  may  paralyze  their  ef- 
fort* to  escape  the  same  calamity. 

In  Baltimore  the  ordeal,  through  which  it  must 
pass,  is  looked  for  with  much  anxiety,  and  various 
conjectures  are  formed  as  to  the  result.  It  will  ar- 
rive ia  the  present  month,  in  which  large  sums  are 
to  be  paid  on  New  York  account;  and  our  own 
opinion  is,  that  it  will  pass  it  in  comparative  safety. 
Speculation  had  not  been  indulged  in  here,  to  any 
extent,  and  the  community  i.s  as  sound  as  any  in  the 
union.  There  are,  however,  some  fungi  upon  the 
body  politic,  which  would  not  be  missed  if  swept 
away  by  the  tornado  which  is  passing  over  the  land. 

At  New  Orleans  there  has  been  another  great 
failure — the  house  of  Burke,  Watt  & Co.  The 
amount  of  the  failure  is  not  stated,  but  it  is  said  it 
will  effect  several  houses  in  N.  Orleans  and  Natchez. 
Tile  accounts  of  Mississippi  are,  indeed,  melan- 
choly, and  if  the  rumors  from  Yazoo  county  are 
correct,  and  we  pray  they  are  not,  the  country  is 
rapidly  becoming  as  morally  debased  as  it  is  finan- 
cially deranged. 

The  manufacturers  in  the  north,  are  especially  af- 
fected by  the  present  pressure,  and  we  see  some 
grievous  statements  of  the  evils  suffered  by  the 
working  pi  ople  who  have  been  discharged. 

From  the  New  York  Commercial  of  Thursday  last. 

Wall  street — one  o'clock.  This  has  been  a dark 
day  in  the  street,  stocks  have  again  come  down,  a • 
natural  consequence  of  the  panic  created  by  the  run 
upon  tiie  Mechanics’  bank,  and  the  heavy  failures 
of  yesterday. 

Uncurrenl  money  is  purchased  but  sparingly  in 
the  street.  One  house  that  formerly  dealt  largely  in 
1 h is  way,  would  this  morning  buy  the  notes  of  but 
four  of  the  country  institutions  of  this  state. 

Tiie  news  by  the  express  mail  yesterday,  brought 
no  tidings  that  would  justify  a belief  that  things  are 
any  better  in  the  southern  cities. 

In  consequence  ofthe  idle  rumors  afloat  as  to  tiie 
condition  of  the  Mechanics’  bank,  there  has  been 
something  of  a run  upon  that  institution  this  morn- 
ing. This,  h iwever,  has  not  proceeded  from  the 
depositors,  bur  merely  from  the  bill  holders  of  tiie 
lower  classes,  and  of  course  for  small  amounts. 

Tiie  bank,  we  are  assured,  is  abundantly,  and  be- 
yond all  doubt,  able  to  meet  the  engagements  to  the 
people.  Believing  that  there  was  a needless  panic 
in  regard  to  the  bank,  however,  general  Davis,  one 
of  the  bank  commissioners,  happening  to  be  in  the 
bank  at  about  half  past  twelve  o’clock,  took  occa- 
sion to  address  the  crowd  in  the  street  upon  the 
subject.  He  made  a brief  exhibit  of  its  condition, 
giving  the  strongest  assurances  of  its  perfect  and 
entire  safety.  Still  the  run  for  small  sums  was  con- 
tinued-  at  the  time  of  putting  this  paper  to  press. 

Since  the  foregoing  was  written,  we  have  been 
furnished  with  the  subjoined  statement  from  Mr, 
Davis  himself; 
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To  the  public.  Having  recently  examined  the 
affairs  of  the  Mechanics’  bank — I state  from  that 
examination,  which  was  full,  that  the  depositors 
and  bili  holders  have  nothing  to  apprehend,  that  the 
bank  is  safe  and  sound — and  that  the  present  alarm 
is  without  foundation. 

I make  this  statement  to  allay  public  excitement, 
and  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  bank. 

(Signed)  George  R.  Davis,  bank  com. 

New  York,  4th  May,  1837. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  were  personally  as- 
sured by  Mr.  Lorillard,  the  actual  president  of  the 
bank,  that  no  demands  can  be  made  on  the  bank 
that  would  do  it  harm. 

We  learn  that  gen.  Davis,  one  of  the  bank  com- 
missioners, has  just  returned  from  Washington, 
whither  he  has  been,  accompanied  by  the  cashier 
of  one  of  the  country  banks,  to  advise  with  the 
president  and  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  existing  pecuniary  embarrassments  of 
this  state.  To  what  purpose  we  are  not  advised. 

Two  o'clock.  We  learn  that  the  whole  amount 
of  specie  drawn  by  the  run  to-day,  is  not  moi-e  than 
six  thousand  dollars. 

The  cashier  of  one  of  the  banks  having  personally 
called  at  the  Mechanics’  to  offer  to  redeem  its 
notes  at  his  own  counter,  Mr.  Lorillard  thanked 
him  for  his  kindness,  but  answered  that  they  pre- 
ferred redeeming  their  notes  at  their  own  counter. 

IN  CHARLESTON,  S.  C. 

Office  of  the  Patriot — Charleston,  April  22. 

Cotton.  A limited  business  only  has  been  done 
in  the  prime  and  choice  qualities  of  upland  cottons 
this  week,  and  for  the  inferior  to  middling  descrip- 
tions there  has  also  been  little  inquiry;  our  market 
continues  unsettled,  and  the  article  can  be  bought 
at  almost  any  price.  There  are  several  orders  to 
purchase,  but  buyers  are  holding  off,  believing  that 
m a week  or  two  a still  farther  reduction  will  take 
place. — The  operations  of  the  week  comprise  about 
1,500  bales  at  the  following  prices;  160  bales  7 cents; 
60  at  7 § ; 72  at  8;  150  at  8|;  215  at  9;  444  at  10;  8 
at  16^;  243  at  11;  23  at  lli;  251  at  12;  83  at  12j; 
and  73  at  13  cents.  In  Sea  Island,  3 bales,  brought 
50  cents,  40  bales  35;  23  at  40;  and  7 at  46;  these 
sales  shore  a decline  of  fully  ten  cents  for  the  same 
quality  sold  several  weeks  since.  In  the  finer  de- 
scriptions there  have  been  no  transactions,  conse- 
quently our  quotations  are  nominal. 

IN  MISSISSIPPI. 

The  legislature  of  Mississippi  assembled  at  Jack- 
son,  the  seat  of  government,  on  Monday,  the  17th 
instant,  pursuant  to  the  proclamation  of  the  gover- 
nor. We  are  happy  to  learn  that  there  is  no  proba- 
bility that  the  legislature  will  pass  a law  to  authorise 
a delay  in  the  payment  of  debts  due  by  the  people  of 
the  state.  A letter  from  Jackson,  dated  18th  April, 
is  published  in  the  Natchez  Free  Trader,  of  which 
the  following  is  an  extract:  “Depend  upon  it,  no  stop 
law3  will  be  enacted,  neither  will  private  contracts 
be  violated,  by  this  legislature.  There  are  too  many 
intelligent  Kentuckians  now  residing  in  Mississippi, 
who  remember  the  unwise  legislation  which  well 
nigh  prostrated  theirstate,  to  suffer  the  same  scenes 
to  be  acted  here,  without  raising  their  warning  voice 
against  the  ill-timed  measure.  [ N . Orleans  Bee. 

From  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin,  April  23. 

It  was  rumored  in  the  city  yesterday  that  the 
citizens  of  Yazoo  county,  Mi.  had  torn  down  their 
court  house,  and  compelled  the  sheriff  to  resign; 
and,  also,  that  several  of  the  adjoining  counties,  fol- 
lowing the  example,  had  held  meetings,  and  insist- 
ed upon  a like  resignation  of  their  sheriffs.  II  this 
rumor  be  true,  what  a horrible  state  of  things  does 
it  unfold!  Law  set  at  defiance,  and  the  obligation 
of  contracts  invalidated,  by  trampling  underfoot  all 
the  provisions  of  government.  We  hope,  however, 
it  may  not  be  so.  Certainly,  the  inhabitants  of  our 
sister  state  would  never  proceed  to  such  rash,  dis- 
graceful, and  anarchical  measures  to  screen  them- 
selves from  the  just  operation  of  equal  laws.  \\  e 
will  not  believe  until  we  here  further. 

IN  LOUISIANA. 

From,  the  Washington  Globe,  of  April  27. 

We  have  before  us  a letter  of  the  18th  inst.  of 
the  most,  gratifying  character  from  New  Orleans. 
Notwithstanding  the  failures  whichhave  taken  place 
in  New  Orleans  to  the  extent  of  nearly  a hundred 
millions,  in  reference  to  the  strong  banks  there,  the 
letter  says — “We  are  determined  to  sustain  ourselves, 
come  what  may.”  This  is  manly  and  patriotic,  as  it 
should  be. 

Correspondence  of  the  Mobile  Mercantile  Advertiser. 

New  Orleans,  April  18.  Our  troubles  still  con- 
tinue. The  failures  that  have  clouded  our  com- 
mercial horizon  since  the  4th  of  March,  are  now 
working  their  way  among  the  middle  and  poorer 
classes,  cutting  off  their  usual  sources  of  supply, 
and  compelling  them  in  turn  to  suffer  all  the  evils 
of  deranged  credit.  The  storm  is  just  beginning  to 


reach  the  west.  The  heads  of  several  Louisville 
houses  are  now  here,  in  the  utmost  alarm. 

Office  of  the  New  Orleans  True  American,  April  19. 

The  money  market.  Things  are  in  a moody  still- 
ness. The  disease  is  working  its  way  into  the  vitals 
of  the  body  politic  with  an  awful  rapidity.  Its  pro- 
gress is  silent,  but  certain.  Nothing  under  heaven 
can  avert  the  calamity  from  breaking  up  the  foun- 
tains of  credit  in  toto. 

The  failure  of  Yeatman,  Woods  & Co.  will  car- 
ry more  immediate  distress  into  the  west,  than  any 
one  of  the  supensions  that  has  yet  taken  place. — 
Their  house  occupied  a very  high  ground  in  the 
confidence  of  millions  of  people.  The  result  will  be 
ruinous  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  to  the  poor. 
Their  notes  make  up  almost  one-third  of  the  cir- 
culation in  Tennessee. 

A constant  drain  of  specie  is  going-  on  in  Missis- 
sippi. Negroes  have  fallen  to  $150  to  $300,  that 
formerly  cost  $1,200.  Every  species  of  produce  is 
a mere  drug  among  the  people  of  that  state. 

The  levee  presents  a deserted  appearance.  But 
few  steamboats  are  lying  at  our  wharves,  and  every 
thing  wears  more  the  appearance  of  midsummer 
than  the  activity  of  April. 

New  Orleans,  April  26. 

Money  market.  The  failures  go  on.  When  will 
they  stop?  When  the  present  system  is  broken  up, 
root  and  branch;  not  before.  Will  it  ever  be  broken 
up?  Just  so  sure  as  effect  follows  cause,  will  it  be 
broken  up,  and  scattered  to  the  winds.  Suffer  we 
must,  suffer  we  will,  in  the  convulsion  incident  to 
the  operation.  All  England  has  yet  to  feel  the 
consequences  of  our  disasters.  The  passage  of  the 
gold  bill  in  this  country  was  one  of  the  most  un- 
wise measures  that  ever  emanated  from  the  councils 
of  any  nation.  Previously,  gold  was  the  basis  of 
the  English  monetary  system,  and  silver  of  ours. 
With  diffeient  metals,  or  their  specie  basis,  the  two 
countries  could  not  be  brought  into  direct  collision. 
How  is  it  now?  It  is  as  Mr.  Gorham  said  when  he 
opposed  the  gold  bill:  “The  barometer  of  the  Ame- 
rican money  market  hangs  up  at  the  stock  exchange 
in  London.” 

Produce  still  looking  downward.  Freights  on  up 
country  produce  are  beginning  to  be  refused.  This 
should  operate  as  a hint  to  up  country  shippers  not 
to  send  their  productions  here.  [1'rue  American. 

IN  ALABAMA. 

Office  of  the  Merc.  Advertiser,  Mobile,  April  21. 

No  sales  of  cotton  yesterday  that  we  could  hear 
of. 

Business  is  in  the  same  flat  condition  that  it  lias 
been  for  weeks  past.  Every  thing  is  dull  enough 
in  the  way  of  tiade.  The  lawyers  and  sheriffs  are 
the  only  busy  men  in  town.  Money  continues  to 
withdraw  itself  from  the  merchants  and  traders  and 
all  other  men’s  hands,  except  those  in  the  banks, 
and  a few  misers  besides.  Two  or  three  more  of 
the  very  few  then  remaining  important  houses  in 
our  city,  have  gone  since  our  last.  There  are  but 
few  more  to  go. 

A public  meeting,  of  the  citizens  of  Mobile, 
friendly  to  the  call  of  the  legislature  forthw  ith  by 
the  governor,  was  held  on  the  22d  of  April,  at 
which  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  meeting 
that  an  immediate  convention  of  the  legislature 
would  have  the  happiest  etf'ects  upon  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  people  of  this  state. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  decided  and  solemn  opi- 
nion of  this  meeting,  that  any  attempt,  on  the  part  of 
the  legislature,  or  any  member  thereof,  to  bring 
forward  or  sustain  any  project  or  law,  tending  in 
any  manner  to  impair  the  obligation  of  contracts, 
would  destroy  the  character,  dignity  and  high 
standing  of  the  state  of  Alabama,  and  prove  de 
structive  to  the  best  interests  of  every  portion  of 
the  state,  and  should  meet  the  determined  opposi- 
tion of  every  lover  of  his  country,  as  it  does  of  this 
meeting. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
earnestly  requested  to  step  forward,  in  behalf  of  the 
people,  and  issue  his  proclamation,  convening  the 
legislature  at  as  early  a day  as  the  constitution  will 
admit  and  submit  for  their  consideration  and  adop- 
tion, the  project  of  a law  for  the  relief  of  the  people 
under  the  present  commercial  embarrassments,  bas- 
ed on  the  issue  of  state  bonds,  bearing  an  interest 
of  six  per  cent,  semi  annually,  and  redeemable  in 
twenty  years — or  by  authorising  the  several  banks 
to  issue  post  notes,  at  twelve  months,  receivable  in 
payment  of  debts,  or  of  the  suspended  debts,  under 
protest. 

Latest  from  Florida.  Correspondence  of  the 
National  Intelligencer.  Tampa  Bay,  Florida,  April 
15.  The  Seminoles  are  coming  in  slowly,  but,  I 
think  surely;  and  if  the  suffering  inhabitants  at  the 
other  end  of  the  territory  do  not  provoke  them  to 
renewed  aggressions,  it  will  end  peaceably. 


It  seems  to  me  impossible  for  the  general  to  move 
them  all  before  July,  and  perhaps  some  will  remain 
behind  until  the  fall. 

They  are  bringing  in  their  cattle  and  ponies  to  be 
appraised.  The  general  allows  them  very  high  pri- 
ces and  they  seem  well  pleased.  Between  260 
and  300  draw  rations  in  the  neighborhood  of  this 
post  at  present,  and  runners  are  continually  coming 
from  the  different  towns  to  explain  the  delay  and  give 
assurances  of  a peaceable  disposition  on  the  part  of 
their  people.  The  migration  of  these  people  affords 
gen.  Jesup  a better  opportunity  of  doing  himself 
credit  than  the  war  itself  did;  for  it  is  no  great  feat 
for  a major-general  to  put  down  700  or  800  Indians, 
even  in  this  territory,  whereas  the  honest  removal 
of  a tribe  of  Indians  would  be  something  almost  un- 
precedented. 

We  have  not  found  out  what  supply  ofammunition 
they  possess,  but  they  seem  to  have  enough  to  hunt 
with.  As  yet,  we  have  more  men  than  women  and 
children,  which  is  not  very  satisfactory.  Cloud 
(Aholochee)  says  that  all  his  people  are  in — (in  all 
62  only). 

In  two  or  three  weeks,  vve  can  form  a better  judg- 
ment; meantime,  I trust  that  one  party,  though  small, 
may  be  shipped  before  that  time.  It  is  very  desira- 
ble to  break  the  ice  in  this  business. 

Micanopy  attends  to  his  councils  always  at  the 
appointed  time.  He  is  now  here. 

Imports  and  exports  of  specie.  Imports  into 
New  York  from  the  17th  to  the  22d  April,  viz: 


By  individuals, 

By  bank  of  America,  being  part  ofFrench 
indemnity, 

$142,710 

97,864 

Exports  at  the  same  port  during  the  same 
week 

240,574 

124,787 

Excess  of  imports 

$115,787 

Imports  into  New  Orleans: 

On  the  4th  April, 

Ditto,  at  the  same  port  1 9th  April, 

197,920 

251,820 

$449,740 

Imports  into  Boston  during  the  week 
ending  22d  April, 

Exports  at  same  port  same  week 

38,330 
3,000  , 

Excess  of  imports 

$35,330  : 

[Globe. 

Mr.  Biddle’s  visit  to  Washington.  Much  ! 
has  been  said  in  the  papers  of  a recent  visit  to  1 
Washington  by  the  president  of  the  bank  of  the  | 
United  States;  and  it  has  been  suggested  that  this  I 
visit  might  possibly  have  had  for  its  object,  some 
consultation  with  the  treasury  and  with  the  execu- 
tive, upon  the  present  distressed  state  of  the  com- 
mercial community. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  felt  it  to  be  a duty 
to  ascertain,  in  an  authentic  way,  the  facts  of  the  1 
case,  and  the  result  of  our  inquiries  has  certainly  l 
afforded  us  very  little  satisfaction,  as  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  government  to  aid  the  community  in 
these  moments  of  extreme  difficulty. 

We  understand  that,  being  on  other  business  at 
Washington,  Mr.  Biddle  took  occasion  to  call  on 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  to  pay  bis  re- 
spects to  him  in  that  character,  and  especially,  to 
afford  the  president  an  opportunity,  if  he  chose  to 
embrace  it,  to  speak  of  the  present  state  of  things, 
and  to  confer,  if  he  saw  fit,  with  the  head  of  the 
largest  banking  institution  in  the  country — and  that 
the  institution  to  which  such  general  application 
has  been  made  for  relief. 

During  the  interview,  however,  the  president  re- 
mained profoundly  silent  upon  the  great  and  inter- 
esting- topics  of  the  day,  and  as  Mr.  Biddle  did  not 
think  it  his  business  to  introduce  them,  not  a word 
in  relation  to  them  was  said. 

How  little  does  this  conduct  resemble  that  which,  : 
under  like  circumstances,  the  English  government, 
or  indeed  any  government,  having  sympathy  with 
the  sufferings  oi'the  people,  would  pursue! 

We  entertain  not  a doubt,  that  if  there  were  now 
at  the  head  of  this  government,  a president  who  en- 
tered into  the  feelings  and  wants  of  the  community, 
and  who  was  willing  to  consult  those  whose  ability 
and  experience  entitle  them  to  be  consulted;  who 
would  show  a frank  and  honest  disposition  to  exert 
his  constitutional  and  legal  powers  in  countenancing 
measures  for  public  relief,  a cheerful  aspect  would 
be  thrown  over  the  present  gloom  in  eight  and  forty 
hours.  But  the  melancholy,  the  awful  truth  is,  we 
have  an  administration  which  does  nothing  to  re- 
lieve, but  every  thing  to  distress  the  commercial 
community.  [A.  Y.  American. 
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Coloniz ation.  The  philanthropic  scheme  of 
African  colonization  continues  tov  be  viewed  with 
warm  favor  in  the  south.  At  a public  meeting  re- 
I cently  held  at  the  seat  of  government  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  una- 
nimously: 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  meeting, 
the  American  Colonization  society  is  worthy  of  the 
iir.n  and  liberal  support  of  the  citizens  of  this  state, 
and  of  the  United  States,  inasmuch  as  the  plan  it 
has  adopted  is  entirely  unexceptionable,  friendly  to 
the  peace  and  constitution  of  the  union,  and  fraught 
with  the  largest  and  richest  blessings  to  those  whom 
it  may  colonize,  and  to  the  people  of  Africa. 

On  motion  of  T.  Coring,  esq. 

Resolved,  That,  as  many  of  the  present  inhabi- 
tants of  Liberia  have  emigrated  from  this  state,  and 
as  a most  interesting  company  of  the  same  class  in 
this  state,  as  well  as  many  from  other  places,  de- 
sire to  remove  to  that  country,  it  be  recommended 
to  the  friends  of  the  society  in  North  Carolina  to 
increase  their  contributions,  so  as  to  enable  the 
parent  society,  as  early  as  convenient,  to  fit  out  an 
expedition  with  emigrants,  and  the  necessary  stores 
for  the  colony. 

On  motion  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Lacy. 

Resolved,  That,  as  the  colonies  of  free  colored 
persons  from  tile  United  States,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  have  already  done  much  for  the  benefit  of 
the  native  tribes,  and  especially  as  these  colonies 
open  a wide  and  effectual  door  for  the  promulgation 
of  Christianity  in  that  dark  and  suffering  land,  it 
be  earnestly  recommended  to  all  Christian  denomi- 
nations throughout  the  state  to  take  up  collections 
for  the  cause  on  some  Sabbath  near  the  fourth  of 
July. 

Survey  of  the  coast. — We  understand  that 
the  sounding  parties  are  about  to  recommence  their 
operations  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city,  and  that  the 
detail  surveys  of  the  whole  harbor  will  probably 
ba  completed  during  the  present  season.  Our  citi- 
zens are  aware,  that  the  work  of  which  this  is  a 

(part,  is  under  the  superintendence  of  professor 
Hassler,  the  primary  operations  being  executed  by 
him.  The  secondary  triangulation  in  our  harbor, 
which  gives  the  bases  for  the  more  detailed  opera- 
tions, has  been  conducted  by  James  Ferguson,  as- 
sisted by  lieut.  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  and  Edmund  Blunt, 
assisted  by  passed  midshipman  T.  J.  Page.  The 
topographical  part  has  been  in  charge  of  Mr.  C. 
Renard,  assisted  by  passed  midshipman  T.  A.  Jen- 
kins; and  the  soundings  have  been  performed  under 
the  superintendence  of  lieut.  T.  R.  Gedney.  The 
previous  operations  in  this  section  have  been  com- 
pleted during  the  past  season;  and  the  soundings  of 
the  outer  bay,  of  the  Newark  bay,  and  the  channel 
as  far  up  as  Fort  Tompkins,  are  also  finished.  The 
work  of  the  present  ypar,  under  the  direction  of 
lieut.  Gedney,  will  conclude  the  survey  in  our  im- 
mediate neighborhood.  Lieut.  Blake,  with  several 
co-operating  parties,  is  at  present  engaged  in  finish- 
ing the  hydrographic  part  of  the  survey,  from  New 
Haven  to  Throggs  neck,  where  he  w ill  be  met  by 
lieut.  Gedney.  In  the  course  of  the  season,  it  is 
expected  that  the  main  operations  will  be  extended 
southward  to  the  Delaware;  and  in  the  year  follow- 
ing, it  is  intended  to  commence  southward  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  operate  northward.  The  w'hole 
coast  will,  therefore,  soon  be  covered,  and  a deside- 
ratum in  geographical  knowledge,  long  a public 
grievance,  to  atjength  supplied. 

[Ah  Y.  Evening  Post. 

TjEtter  from  gem.  Jacksoh.  The  following 
letter  from  the  ex-president  is  in  answer  to  one  ad- 
dressed him  by  a committee  of  democratic  citizens 
of  the  1st,  2d  and  3d  congressional  districts  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  were  in  Washington  to  witness  the 
inauguration  of  Mr.  Van  Boren. 

Hermitage,  .April  13,  1837. 
Gentlemen:  I am  sure  no  apology  can  be  neces- 
sary for  my  omission  thus  long  to  answer  the  ad- 
i dress  you  were  pleased  to  deliver  to  me  on  the  day 
before  I left  Washington. 

At  that  time  the  state  of  my  health  was  such  as 
to  leave  me  with  strength  scarcely  sufficient  to  close 
iny  business;  and  although  it  has  greatly  improved 
since  my  arrival  at  home,  1 have  thought  it  prudent 
not  to  resume  immediately  the  duties  of  correspon- 
dence. 

Suffer  me  now  to  assure  you,  that  the  sentiments 
you  expressed  on  my  retirement  from  office,  were 
justly  appreciated,  and  will  be  remembered  as  one 
of  the  most  flattering  testimonials  I have  received 
of  the  public  favor  and  indulgence.  , 

I cannot  hope,  gentlemen,  in  all  the  trying  and 
difficult  scenes  in  which  it  has  been  my  lot  to  take 
part  as  a public  servant,  that  my  conduct  has  been 
entirely  free  from  error.  It  is  consoling,  however, 


to  know,  that  my  errors,  whatever  they  were,  have 
not  been  such  as  to  lessen  the  respect  which  was 
due  to  my  good  intentions,  or  to  expose  me  to  the 
censure  they  would  have  merited,  had  their  conse- 
quences been  of  the  injurious  character  sometimes 
ascribed  to  them. 

That  I have,  under  all  circumstances,  neither  dis- 
appointed your  expectations,  nor  forfeited  your  ap- 
probation, is  a sufficient  reward  for  any  privation 
which  the  performance  of  my  duty  required  me  to 
meet;  and  I carry  with  me  into  private  life  a heart 
full  of  gratitude  for  the  support  you  have  yielded 
me,  and  for  the  feeling  manner  in  which  you  have 
manifested  an  interest  in  my  future  happiness. 

I pray  you  to  accept,  for  yourselves  and  for  the 
districts  in  which  you  reside,  my  ardent  wishes 
that  you  may  ever  enjoy  the  smiles  of  a kind  Pro- 
vidence, and  that  the  cup  of  your  prosperity  may 
always  be  full.  Your  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 
Andrew  Jackson. 

Messrs.  Benj.  G.  Carpenter , and  others,  of  the  first, 
second  and  third  congressional  districts,  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 


Importation  of  wheat.  The  following: state- 
ment of  the  quantity  of  wheat  imported  into  New 
York,  from  October  1835,  up  to  19th  inst.  is  copied 
from  the  N.  Y.  Courier: 

1835. 

October  from  England,  17,000  bushels. 

Holland,  1,200— total,  18,200 

183G. 

February  from  England, 

Holland, 


March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 


December 


1837. 

January 


February 


34,100  bushels. 
2,000—  36,100 
England,  42,800 

ditto  33,200 
Germany,  3,000 
Austria,  3,000 — 39,200 

England,  17,600 
France,  9,000 
Holland,  4,500—  31,100 
England,  8,800 
Holland,  7,800—  16,600 
ditto  8,000 

ditto  3,600 

England,  15,600 
Germany,  1,600—  17,200 
England,  44,700 
Germany,  23.700 — 68,400 
England,  46,300 
Russia,  3,600 

Germany,  53,400 
Holland,  6,500—109,800 
England,  62,500 
Germany,  51,600 
Austria,  2,000 
Italy,  1,500 

Holland,  2,500—120,100 
Total  import  for  1836,  493,100 


March 


Up  to  13th  Ap* 


England,  49,000 
Germany,  75,100 
Holland,  7,500 
Denmark,  1,000 — 132,600 
Germany,  76,000 
France,  25,200 
8,000 
22,000 
5,100 
7,600 

32,900—176,800 


Holland, 

Russia, 

Austria, 

Italy, 

England, 
Germany,  S5,200 
England,  146,000 


Holland,  90,600 
France,  1,300 
Italy,  84,800 
Sicily,  5,400—413,300 
Russia,  14,000 
England,  2,500 
Italy,  59,400 
Prussia,  8,000 
Germany,  23,000 
Holland,  28,400—135,300 
Total  import  to  19th  April,  1837,  857,000 

1,369,300 


A GROSS  VIOLATION  OF  THE  RIGHT  OF  PRO- 
PERTY. Prom  the  Wilmington  ( N.  C.)  Advertiser. 
The  attention  of  our  citizens  is  respectfully  called 
to  one  of  the  grossest  violations  of  the  right  of  pro- 
perty, and  unjustifiable  interference  with  individual 
feelings,  we  have  ever  known.  In  the  extract  we 
have  been  permitted  to  make,  from  aletter  received 
by  a distinguished  gentleman  of  this  town,  from  one 
of  our  citizens  now  in  Boston,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  the  slave  in  question  was  not  merely  taken  away 
from  his  owner,  but  violently  detained  against  bis 
consent  and  expressed  inclination. 

“This  day  week,  I arrived  at  Providence,  where 
the  abolitionists  hold  regular  weekly  meetings. — 


On  Monday,  I reached  Boston,  and  on  Tuesday  two 
special  messengers  of  the  society  at  Providence, 
came  over  to  Boston,  and  informed  the  society  there, 
that  I had  a slave  with  me,  and  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, it  was  kidnapped.  You  observe  I say  it.  In 
speaking  of  property,  we  do  not  say  he  or  she.  I 
immediately  applied  to  the  authorities  of  the  city, 
and  took  the  best  legal  advice.  But  under  the  laws 
of  this  state,  the  property  of  southern  gentlemen 
finds  no  protection;  and  although  the  slave  was  wil- 
ling and  anxious  to  return  to  me,  it  was  not  permit- 
ted to  do  so,  being  forcibly  detained  by  the  aboli- 
tionists.” 

Internal  improvement  convention.  The 
people  of  Tennessee  are  awake  upon  the  subject  of 
internal  improvement.  A great  convention  to  dis- 
cuss the  subject,  will  be  held  at  Nashville  on  the  2d 
Monday  in  May  inst,;. and  the  different  counties  are 
represented  to  be  appointing  their  delegates  with 
great  spirit.  Should  they  carry  forward  the  im- 
provements with  an  energy  equal  to  that  which 
they  display  in  getting  up  the  convention,  Tennes- 
see will  soon  be  able  to  compete  with  her  sister 
states  in  internal  improvements  and  those  advanta- 
ges which  spring  from  a liberal  and  enlightened  po- 
licy in  regard  to  them. 

Severe  storm.  On  the  night  of  the  7th  inst.  a 
most  terrific  storm  occurred  near  Jamestown,  GuiJ- 
fore  county,  North  Carolina.  The  track  of  the 
wind  was  riot  more  than  two  hundred  yards  wide, 
but  extended  several  miles  north  and  south.  It  was 
very  destructive  to  fences  and  chimneys,  but  the 
most  disastrous  effects  were  experienced  in  the 
overthrow  of  houses.  The  following  extract  of  a 
letter  gives  an  astonishing  evidence  of  Providential 
interference  in  the  preservation  of  a family  of  chil- 
dren:— 

“It  is  supposed  to  have  been  a kind  of  whirlwind, 
but  unlike  the  wind  the  prophet  Elijah  speaks  of. 
God  was  in  this  storm.  Not  a life  or  limb  was  in- 
jured. Burke’s  house  was  levelled  to  the  earth. 
Mrs.  Burke  was  holding  the  window,  and  felt  the 
house  going;  she  let  go  the  windew  shutter,  and 
leaped  through  on  the  outside,  and  thus  her  life  was 
saved— all  the  children  within,  the  youngest  in  the 
cradle,  and  the  whole  house  in  a mass  of  ruins. — 
She  commenced  with  the  the  aid  of  the  neighbors, 
to  search  for  her  unweaned  child;  it  could  not  be 
found.  Alter  some  length  of  time,  she  heard  a 
faint  smothered  cry,  and  rushing  toward,  it,  found 
in  the  middle  of  the  street  her  babe,  with  the  cradle 
turned  bottom  upward  over  it,  which  had  completely 
saved  it  from  the  falling  mass  of  timbers,  brick  and 
stone.  I called  next  morning  to  see  this  little  Mo- 
ses, and  I felt  as  Moses  did  before  the  burning  bush 
— I felt  as  if  I ought  to  slip  off  my  shoes,  for  I was 
standing  on  holy  ground — God  was  in  this  storm.” 

Southern  bank  paper.  The  heavy  discount 
on  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  notes,  seems  to  re- 
quire a caution  to  business  men,  and  particularly 
such  as  are  engaged  in  retail  business,  to  be  careful 
in  their  reception  of  them.  We  are  informed  by  a 
broker  of  this  city,  that  all  southern  money,  is  at  a 
discount  of  5 to  25  per  cent,  and  most  of  it  from  10 
to  20,  with  a prospect  of  its  being  at  a still  greater 
depreciation.  [ Cincinnati  Whig. 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  At  a recent 
meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal  company,  the  president  and  directors' 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into,  and  make  report 
upon,  the  practicability,  expediency,  and  eost  of 
adopting  the  plan  of  slackwater  navigation  upon 
the  river  Potomac,  between  the  Cacapon  and  Cum- 
berland, instead  of  a continuous  independent  canal; 
the  distance  between  the  two  points  being  little 
more  than  fifty  miles.  The  object  avowed  by  those 
who  asked  the  inquiry  was,  a saving  of  time  in 
reaching  the  coal  district,  and  a saving  of  cost  in 
the  construction  of  the  works  necessary  for  that 
kind  of  navigation. 

A report  was  yesterday  made  to  the  stockholders 
by  the  president  and  directors  expressing  their  con- 
viction that  it  is  inexpedient  to  change'the  plan  of 
a continuous  canal;  accompanied  by  a report  from 
the  engineer,  showing  very  conclusively  the  disad- 
vantages which  would  result  from  any  change  in 
the  original  plan,  upon  which  one  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  miles  of  this  noble  work  have  already 
been  constructed. 

The  report  of  the  engineer  is  too  long  for  inser- 
tion in  a newspaper,  but  we  give  in  another  column 
the  report  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
esmpany,  the  final  action  upon  which  has  been 
postponed  until  Monday  next,  to  which  day  the 
meeting  stands  adjourned. 

This  report  of  the  president  and  directors  also 
exhibits  the  gratifying  fact,  that  a resolution  is  now 


148 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— MAY  6,  1837— FOREIGN  NEWS. 


under  consideration  by  that  body,  proposing  imme- 
diately to  place  under  contract  the  entire  line  of 
canal  from  Cacapon  to  Cumberland,  the  adoption  of 
which,  it  is  understood,  was  only  delayed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  inquiry  instituted  by  the  stockholders. 
Should  the  stockholders  adopt  the  recommendation 
of  the  board,  and  adhere  to  the  plan  of  a continuous 
canal,  we  have  the  assurance  that,  in  reliance  upon 
the  means  provided  by  the  state  of  Maryland,  the 
whole  works  upon  the  entire  line  will  shortly  be 
placed  under  contract.  The  great  benefits  so  long 
anticipated  upon  the  completion  of  the  canal  will 
thus  be  realized,  as  soon  as,  by  the  most  vigorous 
exertions  of  the  board,  the  work  can  be  done. 

We  can  now  understand  the  value  of  that  fore- 
thought which  placed  the  tunnel  and  “deep  cut” 
under  contract  last  year,  and  upon  which  half  a 
year’s  work  has  been  done;  because  the  time  ne- 
cessary for  the  completion  of  these  will  determine 
the  period  at  which  the  whole  canal  to  Cumberland 
can  be  finished.  t]g“At  a subsequent  meeting  the 
stockholders  decided  against  the  plan  of  slackwater 
navigation.  [ National  Intelligencer. 

Caution  to  stage  drivers.  In  the  Boston 
court  of  common  pleas,  last  week,  a verdict  of  sixty 
dollars  damages  was  rendered  against  a stage  driver 
under  the  f'ollowipg  circumstances: 

Wrightington  drives  a stage  between  Boston  and 
Providence.  The  plaintiff  took  an  inside  seat  at 
the  latter  place  and  had  proceeded  a few  miles, 
when  he  was  requested  by  defendant  to  get  on  top 
of  the  stage,  to  accommodate  some  ladies  who 
wished  for  a passage.  This  he  was  unw'illing  to 
do,  but  at  last  got  out,  on  being  told  that  the  ladies 
must  take  the  outside  seat  if  he  refused.  After 

fetting  out  of  the  stage,  plaintiff  took  his  valise  and 
eclared  he  would  go  no  farther.  The  driver  then 
demanded  twenty-five  cents  fare,  and  on  plaintiff’s 
refusing  to  pay  any  thing,  he  seized  him  by  the 
collar  and  took  the  valise  from  him.  Plaintiff  then 
got  on  top  of  the  stage  and  came  into  the  city. 

And  now  he  brought  this  action  for  damages  for 
the  assault. 

The  court  instructed  the  jury,  that  the  measure  of 
damages  was  not  the  actual  injury  suffered.  The 
feelings  of  the  plaintiff  were  to  be  considered.  Ifti 
man  spits  in  his  neighbor’s  face,  the  actual  injury 
is  trifling,  but  no  jury  would  hesitate  to  look  be- 
yond it.  In  this  case  the  jury  should  look  to  the 
whole  circumstances  of  the  case — the  situation  and 
character  of  the  twro  parties  and  the  provocation 
which  was  given. 

The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff  and  assessed  da- 
mages in  the  sum  of  $60. 

Western-  anti^uitt jpc:  From  the  St.  Louis 

Commercial  Bulletin.  Every  day  we  see  some  ac- 
count of  discoveries  made  in  different  parts  of  the 
United  States.  Splendid  caverns  in  Arkansas,  ri- 
valling the  famed  grotto  of  Antiparos — petrified 
warriors  and  dogs  amongst  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tains— ruins  of  a magnificent  city  on  the  shores  of 
the  lakes — and  many  other  wonderful  things,  have 
been- brought  to  light  by  men  who  seem  to  have 
devoted  their  time  and  means  to  such  researches. 

We  heartily  wish  that  some  such  antiquarian 
spirit  W'ould  arise  amongst  us.  It  would  find  ample 
materials  wherewith  to  gratify  its  own  curiosity 
and  that  of  the  public.  Even  in  the  county  of  St. 
Louis  there  are  many  spots  which  are  worthy  of 
this  kind  of  research.  We  know  the  fact  that,  on 
the  Riviere  des  Peres,  at  the  distance  of  about 
seven  miles  from  the  city,  there  are  a number  of 
graves,  which,  from  all  appearances,  seem  to  have 
existed  there  for  centuries.  They  are  on  a high 
bluff,  near  whose  base  the  stream  passes,  and  from 
their  length  they  would  seem  to  be  the  tenements 
of  men  who  were  far  superior  in  size  to  those  of 
the  present  day. 

On  the  the  shores  of  Maramec  river,  near  the 
town  of  Fenton,  there  was  an  immense  cemetery, 
containing  several  thousand  graves,  all  of  them  re- 
markably small,  the  largest  not  exceeding  four  feet 
in  length.-  The  cemetry  is  now  enclosed  and  cul- 
tivated, so  that  the  graves  are  no  longer  visible. 
We  have  seen  several  articles  which  were  found 
in  the  field,  having  been  overturned  by  the  plough- 
share. Amongst  the  articles  were  several  pieces  of 
earthenware  well  glazed,  a small  bowl  of  earthen- 
ware, remarkably  well  executed;  and,  particularly, 
a lower  jawbone,  in  size  that  of  a child  two  years 
old,  but  containing  the  teeth  of  a man  of  forty.  We 
were  informed  that,  before  the  cemetery  was  en- 
closed and  cultivated,  there  could  be  seen  at  many 
of  the  graves  head  and  foot  stones,  with  inscrip- 
tions on  them  which  none  could  understand. 

We  recollect  to  have  seen  a statement  of  these 
facts  in  some  paper  a few  years  ago,  but  nothing 
was  elicited  beyond  mere  wonder. 


Might  not  a little  research  at  the  places  we  have 
named  be  productive  of  something  new  in  natural 
history,  or  throw  some  light  upon  the  history  of  the 
country? 

Beet  sugar  in  France. — A report  has  been 
made  by  desire  of  the  minister  of  finance,  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  the  extent  of  the  manu- 
facture of  sugar  from  beet  root  in  France.  From 
this  report  it  appears  that  this  sugar  is  made  in 
751  communes;  that  542  manufactories  are  at 
work  and  29  building;  making  a total  of  531.  In 
1S35  the  quantity  of  beet  manufactured  into  sugar 
was  663,986,762  kilogrammes,  and  in  1836  it  was 
1,012,770,589  kilogrammes.  The  value  of  the  su- 
gar produced  from  this  article  in  1835  was  30,349,340 
francs,  and  in  1S36  it  was  48,963,875  francs  being  a 
dilference  in  favor  of  the  produce  of  1836,  as  com- 
pered with  the  preceding  year,  of  18,619,654  francs. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

The  packet  ship  Hibernia,  at  New  York,  brings 
Liverpool  and  London  papers  to  the  1st  of  April. 
The  following  extracts  are  copied  from  the  New 
York  journals. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

None  of  the  packets  which  left  New  York  on  the 
first  of  March  had  arrived  in  England,  nor  in  any 
way  had  they  received  later  news  from  us  than  they 
possessed  when  our  previous  advices  to  the  24th 
came  away. 

On  the  all  absorbing  question  of  the  money  mar- 
ket and  the  great  houses  connected  with  the  Ame- 
rican trade,  the  news  is  favorable  and  decisive. — 
There  is  no  longer  any  doubt  we  think  that  those 
houses  will  be  sustained  at  all  events. 

It  also  appears  that  the  credit  opened  by  the  bank 
of  England  to  the  United  States  bank,  would  not  re- 
quire, as  has  been  said  and  repeated  here,  any  pre- 
sent or  immediate  export  of  specie  from  this  side. 

We  do  not  hear  of  any  considerable  amount  of  re- 
turned  bills  by  this  packet,  but  many  bills,  it  is  said, 
had  been  noted  for  non-acceptance.  Of  these,  a 
large  portion  may  possibly  be  paid  at  maturity. 

There  was  little  or  nothing  doing  in  American 
stocks.  United  States  bank  shares  are  quoted  at 
the  latest  dates  at  £24;  there  had  been  sales  at 
£23  15s. 

The  cotton  market,  after  a slight  improvement, 
had  fallen  back. 

Correspondence  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

London , March  22.  We  are  now  able  to  hold 
out  the  prospect  of  a satisfactory  arrangement  of 
the  difficulties  of  some  of  our  American  neighbors 
by  means  of  an  effectual  assistance  from  the  bank 
of  England,  and  the  leading  houses  of  this  country. 

March  27.  The  uneasiness  which  prevailed  dur- 
ing a great  portion  of  this  week  with  respect  to  the 
arrangements  that  have  been  in  progress  for  the  ob- 
ject of  assisting  the  merchants  here  and  at  Liver- 
pool, who  are  engaged  in  the  American  trade,  has 
been  dissipated  to  a very  great  degree,  in  conse- 
quence of  those  negotiations  having  been  satisfac- 
torily arranged;  and  the  negociant  parties  from 
Liverpool  have,  we  understand,  left  London  with 
an  impression  very  favorable  towards  the  bank 
direction,  wrho  have  met  their  views  to  a greater 
extent  than  even  the  most  sanguine  of  the  parlies 
anticipated.-  We  (rust  that  this  calm  in  the  money 
market  has  been  founded  upon  a solid  basis,  In 
fact,  the  occurrences  of  the  past  two  or  three  weeks 
have  afforded  a lesson  to  the  bullionists,  which  vve 
trust  will  induce  them  to  give  up  their  bigotted 
opinions,  and  promote  to  the  utmost  a searching 
reform  in  our  unstable  monetary  system. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  packet  from  New  York  we 
have  commercial  accounts  to  the  25th  of  February, 
which  have  materially  relieved  the  anxiety  which 
has  prevailed  in  our  commercial  circles,  particularly 
those  more  immediately  connected  with  the  United 
States. 

Money  continued  still  to  be  scarce  for  commer- 
cial purposes,  but  the  rate  of  interest  has  been  re- 
duced from  2}  per  cent,  to  Ij  a 2 per  cent,  per 
month. — Trade  had  become  very  brisk,  and  alto- 
gether the  feaures  of  commercial  affaire  in  the  U. 
States  have  considerably  improved.  There  was  a 
greater  demand  also  for  British  fabrics.  An  opi- 
nion prevailed  among  the  merchants  of  New  York, 
that  the  difficully  of  discounting  American  paper 
here  would  compel  them  to  send  specie  to  this 
country,  even  at  a sacrifice  on  the  amount,  of  the 
premium  upon  gold  over  the  discount  rates  here. 
The  exchange  on  London  ruled  at  9}  a },  and  the 
United  States  bank  shares  had  advanced  to  120}. 

The  city  article  of  the  Times,  April  1,  says  that 
the  arrangement  for  establishing  a large  credit  on 
the  bank  of  England,  in  favor  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  is  understpod  to  be  on  the  point  of 


being  carried  into  effect.  The  arrangement  is  spoken 
of,  as  affording  American  merchants  a medium  of 
payment,  to  fulfil  their  engagements  in  England, 
to  which  no  exception  can  be  taken  on  either  side 
of  the  water;  and  as  tending  rather  to  prevent  than 
to  facilitate  the  transmission  of  bullion — it  being  “a 
most  important  matter,  not  to  force  the  Americans 
to  send  gold  at  present.” 

The  failure  of  Fry  & Lightfoot,  bullion  brokers, 
is  announced,  and  with  surprise,  as  they  were  be- 
lieved not  to  have  been  engaged  in  any  of  the  dan- 
gerous speculations  of  the  day.  The  Liverpool  fai- 
lure is  the  house  of  Bently  & Co.  Besides  these, 
a failure  in  Glasgow  is  spoken  of. 

London , March  28.  More  confidence  has  been 
exhibited  in  the  commercial  money  market  to-day, 
and  the  advices  from  Liverpool  are  also  much  more 
satisfactory.  Commerce  there  had  shown  a dispo- 
sition to  revive,  and  the  sales  of  cotton  were  ex- 
pected to  be  greater  to-day  than  they  have  been  for 
some  time. 

March  30.  We  are  happy  to  say  that  the  arrange- 
ment alluded  to  in  ours  of  22d,  has  been  carried  into 
e fleet,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties  concerned, 
and  this  settlement  of  the  question  at  issue  has 
been  followed  by  a decided  improvement  in  our 
money  market.  As  far  as  we  can.  judge,  affairs  will 
now  go  on  smoothly  here,  but  the  houses  which 
have  been  in  jeopardy  must  of  course  relinquish  a 
a large  part  of  their  American  business,  and  their 
proceedings  in  withdrawing  credits  and  withhold- 
ing their  acceptances,  from  many  unprotected  drafts 
must  have  a veiy  injurious  effect  on  the  parties 
on  your  side,  which  will  no  doubt  increase  the 
pressure  materially,  and  may  lead  to  serious  conse- 
quences. As  soon  as  a more  accurate  judgment 
can  be  formed  in  regard  to  this  point,  confidence 
will  be  much  strengthened,  and  then  only  shall  we 
consider  the  crisis  as  gone  through. 

The  London  Times  in  remarking  upon  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  bank  of  England  to  sustain  the 
American  houses  says: 

“The  result  so  far  as  it  has  been  allowed  to  trans- 
pire is,  that  all  the  assistance  desired  by  the  Ameri-  1 
can  houses  has  been  given  on  the  condition  that  all 
the  parties  directly  or  indirectly''  interested  would 
join  in  giving  security  to  the  bank  against  loss, 
which,  under  all  circumstances,  there  cannot,  we 
should  imagine,  be  much  danger  of.  This  will 
of  course,  depend  in  a material  degree  on  the  man- 
ner in  which  ttie  engagements  entered  into  by  the 
merchants  of  the  United  States  with  the  houses  in 
question  are  fulfilled;  but  so  much  solidity  has  been 
found  to  exist  among  them  in  all  cases  of  difficulty 
which  have  occurred  heretofore,  that  there  is  little 
fear  of  their  sustaining  their  character  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion. 

American  stocks,  March  30.  New  York  fives, 
1837,  93;  Mississippi  sixes,  1861,  71,  104};  Penn- 
sylvania fives,  1865,  96};  U.  S.  bank  shares  £24; 

N.  Y.  Life  & Trust  Co.  97;  Alabama  fives,  1863,80 
a 91;  Indiana  fives,  1852;  90;  Maryland  sixes,  1870, 

105;  Louisana  fives,  1844,  52,  96?;  do.  do.  1S40,  49, 

95;  bank  af  Louisana  £24}  a 24};  Florida  sixes, 
1858,  64,  94;  do.  do.  1880,  94;  Canada  bonds  1855, 

100  a 101. 

The  Morning  Chronicle  has  a very  strong,  and  ap- 
parently semi-official  article,  advocating  the  repeal 
of  the  duty  on  cotton.  The  following  is  the  con- 
clusion of  the  article,  which  we  consider  highly  im- 
portant. 

“We  cannot  enter  upon  the  peculiar  aggravations 
which  arise  from  the  rapid  growth  and  formidable 
character  of  rival  manufactures  of  the  continent 
and  America,  and  the  acceleration  which  these  have 
been  receiving  and  still  continue  to  receive  from 
this  tax,  which,  besides  being  altogether  anomalous 
and  singular  in  the  history  of  British  taxation,  stands 
out  shamefully  contrasted  with  the  wiser  policy  of 
other  and  rival  governments,  with  less  pretension  to 
sagacity,  who  cither  admit  the  importation  of  cot- 
ton wool  free  of  duty,  or  protect  their  manufactur- 
ers in  foreign  competition  by  drawbacks. 

We  trust  that  the  expected  surplus  revenue  in  the 
hands  of  his  majesty’s  government  will  enable  them 
to  accomplish — what  vve  are  sure  they  are  most 
anxious  to  do — the  repeal  of  this  already  too  long 
continued  impost.  This  will  be  only  realizing  the 
hopes  which  successive  administrations  have  held 
out  on  this  subject.  We  would  avoid  comparisons 
of  the  claim  of  the  cotton  manufacture  for  relief, 
with  other  interests  making  similar  claims.  Each 
of  these  could  be  shown  in  detail  to  be  incapable  of 
standing  such  a comparison;  but  we  content  our- 
selves vvith  tile  two  broad  facts;  which  are  palpable 
to  every  eye,  viz:  that  the  cotton  manufacture  is 
paramount  to  all  others  in  importance,  ar.d  that 
while  the  other  claims  seek  for  relief  from  taxation 
affecting  them  in  a home  competition,  in  which  all 
competitors  are  on  the  same  footing,  the  claim  of  the 
cotton  manufacturer  is  for  relief  in  competition  with 
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the  untaxed  and  otherwise  favored  industry  of  fo- 
reign countries.” 

Extract  of  a letter  to  the  editor  of  the  N.  York  Ame- 
rican, from  London , March  30. 

Since  ours  of  the  22d  inst.  we  are  happy  to  say 
the  arrangement  alluded  to  therein  has  been  carried 
into  effect  to  the  sa'isfaction  of  all  parties  concern- 
ed; and  this  settlement  of  the  question  at  issue,  has 
been  followed  by  a decided  improvement  in  our 
money  market.  As  far  as  we  can  judge,  we  shall 
now  go  on  smoothly  here,  but  the  houses  which  had 
been  in  jeopardy  must  of  course  relinquish  a large 
part  of  their  American  business. 

Paris , March  23.  Our  letters  from  London  to- 
day confirm  the  news  of  yesterday,  that  an  arrange- 
ment was  made  with  the  bank.  We  have  not  all 
the  particulars  yet,  but  it  appears  probable  some 
arrangement  will  be  made  with-  the  bank  of  the  U. 
Stales,  either  to  collect  the  debts,  or  to  draw  on  the 
bank  of  England  to  enable  the  correspondents  of 
these  houses  to  remit.  Tn  consequence  of  this  news 
there  is  less  alarm  here  to-day. 

Correspondence  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Manchester,  ( Eng.)  March  31,  1837. 

From  the  tone  of  the  public  prints,  I feel  nervous, 
lest  their  lively  anticipations  about  the  present  dis- 
tress for  monpy  on  this  side,  and  the  means  taken 
to  compel  immediate  payment  of  all  debts  from  the 
states  may  produce  a backward  motion  in  the  great 
republic. 

Many  and  important  obstacles  have  at  last,  been 
overcome,  and  for  the  present,  the  great  houses  will 
go  on  smoothly. 

It  is  understood  now,  that  the  sum  of  £2,000,000 
will  be  drawn  from  the  states  on  London,  by  au- 
thority of  the  bank  of  England,  repayable  in  spe- 
cie. Without  some  such  measure,  the  most  dis- 
astrous consequences  are  apprehended  to  those  par- 
ties on  this  side  who  manufacture  articles  particu- 
ularly  adapted  to  the  demand  from  the  states,  and 
which  may  not  readily  find  any  other  market.  But 
the  present  low  prices  of  American  produce,  and 
the  value  of  money,  will  induce,  no  doubt,  great 
caution  in  their  importations,  otherwise  large  ship- 
ments of  specie  must  be  made  to  pay  the  balance 
against  us.  Nothing  but  econonvj  will  ensure  us  con- 
tinued prosperity  and  those  who  are  patriots  and 
really  desirous  of  procuring  to  our  country  its  envi- 
able name  of  integrity  in  fulfilling  all  its  engage- 
ments, individual  as  well  as  national,  will  not  be 
tardy  in  evincing  their  unqualified  example. 

Doubtless  too  much  has  been  expended  in  new 
lands  and  internal  improvements  within  the  last 
three  years,  and  a pause  to  recover  from  the  conse- 
quent exhaustion,  is  highly  necessary. 

Besides,  every  day  establishes  the  fact  that  we 
have  not  arrived  at  perfection  in  the  various  springs 
of  human  industry,  “par  example,”  the  great  wes- 
tern rail  road  company  are  laying  their  rails  seven 
feet  asunder.  This  allows  of  a great  diameter  of 
the  wheels,  and  consequently  the  movements  of  the 
machinery  may  be  comparative  slow,  while  each 
revolution  moves  the  train  a greater  distance. 

There  will  therefore  be  less  violent  action,  less 
friction,  more  durability  and  security  to  this  mode 
of  travelling. 

Business  is  very  dull  in  this  town.  Printing 
cloth  has  fallen  25  per  cent,  say  to  7s.  per  piece. 

It  has  never  been  lower  since  our  father  Adam  was 
a boy. 

P.  S.  The  workmen  at  Oldham,  have  all  at  last 
agreed  to  commence  work  on  Monday,  and  abandon 
society  of  Trades’  Unions.  They  have  suffered  the 
greatest  privations  for  several  months.  Two  failures 
have  occurred  in  Liverpool,  one  American  and  the 
other  a large  India  house. 

March  31.  There  is  no  new  feature  in  the  com- 
mercial money  market.  Much  distrust  still  prevails, 
and  to  appearance  will  continue  to  do  so  until  it  is 
seen  to  what  extent,  and  in  what  manner,  the  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States  are  prepared  to  meet 
their  obligations  to  the  merchants  of  this  country. 

It  will  take  some  weeks,  and  perhaps  months,  before 
this  can  be  fully  ascertained.  In  the  mean  time  the 
accounts  from  thence  will  be  looked  for  with  very 
great  anxiety.  Some  apprehensions  appear  to  be 
entertained  with  respect  to  the  great  amount  of  bills 
due  on  the  4th  of  April,  but  they  are  not  on  the 
whole  so  great  as  they  have  been,  and  the  impres- 
sion is  that  the  great  weight  of  the  engagements  has 
been  carried  over  to  a more  distant  period,  and  this, 
though  only  a postponement  of  the  evil  is  felt  as 
some  relief.  Tiler:  is  a general  contraction  of  bu- 
siness at  present  among  the  leading  houses,  and  it 
is  said  that  one  or  two  of  them  are  about  to  wind 
up  their  affairs  and  withdraw  from  business  en- 
tirely. 

The  commercial  intelligence  is  of  a gratifying  na- 
ture. The  arrangements  for  the  assistance  of  the 
houses  connected  with  the  American  trade,  had 
b.een  satisfactorily  completed,  and  confidence  was 


much  restored.  We  annex  the  city  article  of  the 
Morning  Herald  of  March  31,  and  some  of  earlier 
dates. 

City — Thursday  evening. — There  cannot  now  be 
any  doubt  that  confidence  has  been  materially  re- 
stored, as  we  learn  by  our  advices,  at  the  outports 
and  in  the  manufacturing  districts.  Discounts  of 
commercial  paper  have  been  greatly  checked,  as 
well  as  orders  for  manufactured  goods,  for  all  parts 
of  the  world.  It  requires  therefore  no  great  degree 
of  foresight  to  predict,  that  those  manufacturers  who 
have  been  in  the  custom  of  drawing  against  orders 
and  relying  upon  such  a resource,  must  feel  the 
effect  of  the  slightest  depression  of  commercial 
transactions.  In  fact  trade  has  too  long  been  car- 
ried on  artificially  upon  an  unstable  monetary  sys- 
tem. 

Some  anxiety  prevailed  this  afternoon  in  conse- 
quence of  a rumor  that  a firm  of  much  respectability 
and  some  standing,  had  been  placed  in  difficulties — 
but  it  is  not  apprehended  that  this  circumstance 
will  particularly  affect  commercial  credit. 

The  business  in  the  British  funds  has  been  very 
limited  to  day;  but  the  rumor  of  commercial  diffi- 
culties, to  which  we  have  alluded,  has  created  a 
good  deal  of  heaviness  in  the  consul  market  this 
afternoon.  Consols  for  money,  during  the  early  part 
of  the  day,  ruled  at  9(>4  a |;  and  for  account,  at  90f. 
At  the  close,  the  current  price  for  time  was  904- 
buyers.  The  new  three  and  a half  per  cents,  are 
93.1-  a {j,  bank  stock  is  2094  for  the  opening. 

The  premium  upon  exchequer  bills  continues 
firm  at  33;  but  India  bonds  have  gone  back  to  30. 

It  appears  that  during  the  last  week  in  March, 
American  merchantable  cotton  was  sold  at  auction 
in  Liverpool  at  a lower  rate  than  it  was  ever  s»ld 
there  before.  A Liverpool  circular  which  has  been 
politely  handed  to  us,  thus  alludes  to  the  fact. 

Liverpool,  March  31.  The  inferior  qualities  of 
cotton  are  decidedly  lower  again  this  week;  and  if 
the  public  sale  of  this  day  is  to  be  taken  as  a cri- 
terion,  we  should  say  nearly  or.e  penny  per  lb.,  as 
the  inferior  quality  previously  estimated  at  5 d.  was 
sold  by  auction  at  4 d.  It  is  true  nothing  can  be 
done  at  present  on  the  same  scale  by  private,  nor 
would  this  low  sale  have  taken  place  had  the  public 
generally  been  aware  that  the  sellers  were  deter- 
mined to  dispose  of  the  article  at  all  hazards.  Many 
buyers,  concluding  that  in  this  dull  state  the  cotton 
would  have  been  withdrawn,  did  not  attend.  This 
is  the  lowest  rate  at  which  merchantable  American 
cotton  was  ever  sold  in  Liverpool. 

With  regard  to  the  good  fair  and  good,  there  is 
little  or  no  alterration.  The  latter  are  by  no  means 
ctbunda.nl,  nor  at  all  preSsed  lor  aalo.  Wc  adjust, 
as  accurately  as  we  can,  our  quotations  to  these 
changes.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  us  to  add, 
that  we  have  had  throughout  the  week  as  gloomy 
and  dull  a time  as  possible,  with  the  exception  of 
Monday,  on  which  day  about  5,000  bags  were  sold. 

1,200  American  have  been  taken  on  speculation, 
and  700  American  and  300  Brazil  for  export. 

“ Liverpool , Saturday  morning,  April  1. 

“In  the  early  part  of  this  week  we  had  the  pro- 
mise of  some  improvement  in  the  cotton  market. 
On  Monday  sales  were  made  at  j to  $ advance  on 
previous  rates — but,  we  regret  to  say,  even  that 
small  amendment  has  not  been  supported,  and  yes- 
terday morning,  our  prices  were  just  about  the  same 
as  those  of  that  day  week. 

The  chief  sales  in  Uplands  this  week  have  been 
from  6J  to  74.  In  Orleans,  from  64  to  7J.  In  Mo- 
bile, from  6j  to  7 h.  It  will  be  seen  that  Upland 
has  been  sold  at  84.  But  this  should  be  no  guide  to 
shippers.  There  is  but  very  little  at  market  to 
command  8 d.  and  not  much  over  74  to  74. 

The  corn  market  continues  to  decline — some  pur- 
chases of  foreign  wheat  in  bond  have  been  made 
this  week  at  5s.  6d.  a 6s.  per  70  lbs.  good  quality. 
Turpentine  is  rather  higher;  the  last  sale  was  at 
11s.  Gd.  a 11s.  7d.  per  cwt.  No  particular  change 
in  other  articles. 

Tobocco.  Sales,  last  month,  about  960  hhds — 
generally  at  a reduction  of  j-  to  4.  James  river 
leaf,  ordinary  to  fine,  2 a 44  and  5.  Kentucky  leaf, 
3f  a 44.  Stem.med,  54  a 7. 

Mrs.  Fitzherbert,  the  much  esteemed  and  highly 
respected  widow  of  George  IV,  died  at  Brighton  on 
the  2Sth  of  March.  She  has  always  received  great 
attention  from  the  royal  family,  and  no  dispute  is 
made  of  the  fact  that  she  was  married  to  the  late 
king  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Catholic  church, 
of  which  she  was  a member. 

The  Morning  Chronicle  (ministerial)  declares, 
as  if  by  authority,  that  nothing  short  of  a minority 
in  the  house  of  commons  will  drive  ministers  to  a 
resignation. 

The  commotion  excited  by  the  affair  of  the  Vix- 
en, appears  to  have  died  away.  Russia  is  under- 
stood to  have  given  up  her  exclusive  commercial 
advantages,  under  the  existing  tariff' treaty  with  the 


porte,  for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  other  powers 
in  a general  tariff;  and  this  concession  is  said  to 
have  been  purchased  by  lord  Durham,  at  the  price 
of  stipulation  that  nothing  more  shall  be  said  or 
done  by  England  about  the  Vixen  business. 

The  new,  spacious  and  elegant  building  erected 
for  the  Mechanics’  institute,  in  Liverpool,  was 
nearly  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  29th  of  March.  It 
was  but  just  completed,  and  was  to  be  opened  on 
the  next  day.  Damage  estimated  at  15,000  dol- 
lars. The  building  cost  about  40,000.  Insured  for 
30,000. 

FRANCE. 

Ministerial  changes  were  spoken  of  at  the  latest 
date,  March  29th,  and  had  been  a leading  topic  of 
rumour  and  conjecture  for  some  time;  but  nothing 
definite  seems  to  have  taken  place.  The  marriage 
of  the  duke  of  Orleans  with  the  princess  Helena  of 
Mecklenburgh,  is  all  but  officially  announced. 

The  condition  of  the  silk  workmen  at  Lyons  was 
still  very  distressing,  and  caused  much  anxiety  to 
the  government.  A subscription  for  their  relief 
had  been  opened  in  Paris,  which  in  two  days 
amounted  to  12,700  francs. 

Marshal  Clause!  is  reported  to  have  declared,  in 
his  place  in  the  chamber  of  deputies,  that  an  offer 
had  been  made  him,  to  negociate  the  abandonment 
of  Algiers  by  the  French,  for  the  sum  of  100  mil- 
lions of  francs,  and  5 millions  for  himself;  and  the 
Cazette  de  France  very  sagely  asks  whether  this  of- 
fer was  not  made  by  the  American  republic,  “which 
has  so  long  been  coveting  a little  corner  of  territory 
in  Africa.” 

The  trial  of  Meunier  was  to  commence  in  the 
second  week  of  April.  The  commission  appointed 
to  prepare  the  report,  had  fixed  upon  three  other 
individuals  as  accomplices. 

SPAIN. 

The  defeat  of  the  British  auxiliaries  under  general 
Evans,  has  been  followed  by  a similar  disaster  to  Es- 
partero,  who  having  advanced  some  leagues  beyond 
Bilboa,  was  met,  on  the  21st  of  March,  by  the  main 
body  of  the  Carlists,  commanded  by  the  Infante 
Don  Sebastian,  and  compelled  to  retrograde  with 
some  loss — which,  of  course,  is  magnified  by  the 
Carlist  letter  writers.  Saarsfield  had  also  met  with 
a check,  near  the  frontier  of  Guipuzcoa;  and  to  com- 
plete the  tale  of  disaster,  Irrbarren  had  also  been 
forced  to  retreat  on  Pampeluna.  Thus  the  combin- 
ed movement  seems  to  have  been  completly  frus- 
trated, at  every  point.  The  government  appears, 
however,  to  have  been  successful  in  raising  money, 
for  a remittance  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
francs  reached  Bayonne,  on  the  25th  March,  for  the 
use  of  the  army,  being  the  third  within  a month, 
and  the  three  amounting  to  two  millions  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  francs. 

A powder  magazinr  had  blown  up  at  Santander, 
destroying  a whole  street  of  houses,  and  very  many 
lives. 

Three  of  the  British  officers,  colonel  De  Lancy 
and  captains  Fielding  and  Multon,  had  died  of  their 
wounds,  received  in  the  engagement  of  the  16th. 

General  Evans  was  making  great  efforts  for  ano- 
ther dash  at  the  Carlists,  who  on  their  part  were 
quite  inactive,  having  sustained  very  heavy  losses 
in  the  several  engagements. 

ONE  DAY  LATER  FROM  ENGLAND. 

Late  last  night  we  received  intelligence  of  the  ar- 
rival of  the  London  packet  ship  Quebec,  capt.  He- 
bard,  which  sailed  from  Portsmouth  on  the  3d  ult. 
VVe  lhave  received  by  her  London  papers  to  the 
evening  of  the  1st,  from  which  we  make  the  fol- 
lowing extracts: 

London,  April  1.  “Letters  from  Glasgow  state, 
that  a house  in  the  Bombay  trade,  and  a house  in 
the  American  trade,  and  extensively  concerned  in 
cotton,  have  stopped.  It  is  thought  the  engage- 
ments amount  to  one  million  sterling.” 

We  regret  to  hear  that  the  hosiers  of  Leicester 
were  obliged  last  Saturday  to  discharge  nearly  all 
their  hands,  (amounting  to  some  thousands  in  town 
and  county)  fora  fortnight,  owing  to  the  badness 
of  the  trade.  \_S!amford  Mercury. 

London,  April  1 — - Friday  evening.  The  commer- 
cial money  market  presents  no  new  feature  of  im- 
port to-day;  but  there  is.  nevertheless,  some  con- 
siderable apprehension  that  commercial  and  mone- 
tary dealings  have  been  unnaturally  forced  on  to  an 
artificial  system. 

The  accounts  from  Liverpool  are  not  quite  so  fa- 
vorable, and  the  understanding  that  the  failure  of  a 
mercantile  firm  dealinsr  in  bullion  and  foreign  bills 
yesterday,  is  to  a much  larger  amount  than  was  an- 
icin  ted,  has  had  the  effect  of  damping  commercial 
credit. 

The  foreign  exchanges  continue  dull,  transactions 
in  .them  have  been  very  limited,  and  the  quotations 
have  not  improved  since  the  last  post  day.  The 
quotations  upon  Paris  rule  at  95f.  85c.;  on  Amster-. 
darn  13  a 12  5;  upon  Hamburg  13  12^  a 13  13, 
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In  the  British  funds,  there  has  not  been  any  busi- 
ness of  moment;  and  there  has  not  been  any  varia- 
tion of  consequence  in  the  consul  market  to-day. — 
Consols  opened  at  90J  and  closed  at  90J  sellers  for 
money;  for  the  account  they  began  at  901  a f > and 
left  olf  at  90J  sellers,  showing  rather  more  heavi- 
ness than  that  which  prevailed  yesterday.  The 
three  and  a half  per  cent.  ' reduced  annuties  are  99 
for  the  opening,  and  the  new  three  and  a half  per 
cents  98£;  exchequer  bills  are  31  a 33  premium 
and  India., bonds  30  a 32  premium. 


OFFICIAL. 

Department  of  state,  April  28,  1S37. 

In  the  Globe  of  the  3d  August  last,  official  pub- 
lication was  made  of  certain  regulations,  communi- 
cated to  this  department  by  the  Russian  minister, 
respecting  the  admission  of  merchant  vessels,  laden 
with  cotton,  into  the  Russian  ports  on  the  Baltic 
sea.  Information  has  recently  been  received  from 
the  Russian  charge  d’affaires  near  this  government, 
that  when  the  Danish  custom  houses  shall  be  una- 
ble, upon  the  proofs  exhibited  to  them,  to  make  the 
attestation  mentioned  in  the  4th  article  of  the  first 
regulation,  in  regard  to  vessels,  which  coming  from 
places  not  suspected  of  being  unhealthy  are  unpro- 
vided with  quarantine  certificates,  showing  the  pu- 
rification of  the  cotton  on  board,  they  will  give  no- 
tice to  such  vessels  bound  to  Russian  ports  that  they 
must  provide  themselves  with  certificates  of  qua- 
rantine from  the  Danish  establishments  in  due  form. 
The  regulations  alluded  to  are  republished  below: 

TRANSLATION. 

Regulation  for  the  admission  of  merchant  ships  laden 
with  cotton  into  the  ports  of  the  Baltic  sea. 

I.  Respecting  the  passage  of  vessels  through  the  Da- 
nish seas. 

1.  Vessels  laden  with  cotton,  bound  for  the  Rus- 
sian ports  in  the  Baltic,  passing  through  the  Sound, 
the  Great  or  Little  Belt,  or  the  Holstein  canal,  and 
coming  from  a place  not  known  to  be  entirely  heal- 
thy, are  required  by  the  ukase  of  May  22,  1828,  to 
present,  before  entering  into  the  Baltic,  a certifi- 
cate, in  due  form,  delivered  by  the  Danish  quaran- 
tine establishments,  declaring  them  to  have  been 
purified,  or  to  be  in  a satisfactory  state  of  health,  in 
virtue  of  the  regulation  of  May  25,  1816. 

2.  Every  vessel  arriving  laden  with  cotton,  at  a 
Russiafi  port  in  the  Baltic,  from  a place  known  to 
be  entirely  healthy,  by  the  ukase  of  May  22,  1828, 
must  exhibit,  on  its  passage  through  the  Danish 
seas,  specific  proofs  of  the  satisfactory  condition  of 
the  cotton. 

3.  Satisfactory  proofs  of  the  condition  of  the  cot- 
ton are — 

a.  The  passports  delivered  bv  the  custom  house 
in  poita  which  are  not  suspected,  indicating  also 
the  quantity  and  the  origin  of  the  cotton  laden  at 
such  ports. 

b.  Certificates  to  the  same  effect  delivered  by  our 
consuls,  or  by  the  consuls  of  the  powers  to  which 
these  vessels  belong,  if  such  documents  have  been 
delivered  in  the  ports  where  the  cotton  was  laden. 

4.  On  exhibition  of  these  certificates  by  the  ves- 
sel, the  Danish  custom  house  will  attest  upon  the 
receipt  which  it  gives  for  the  payment  of  the  Sound 
duties,  that  the  proofs  required  with  regard  to  the 
satisfactory  condition  of  the  cotton  have  been  fur- 
nished. 

5.  When  the  vessels  are  provided  with  neither  a 
custom  house  passport,  nor  a consular  certificate 
stating  the  quantity  of  the  cotton,  and  that  it  comes 
from  a place  not  suspected,  or  that  it  has  been  pu- 
rified by  a quarantine,  and  when  these  vessels  have 
not  even  a quarantine  certificate,  they  shall  be 
obliged  (if  they  come  with  cotton  from  a place  en- 
tirely healthy,  and  are  bound  for  a Russian  port), 
to  perform  a quarantine  in  Denmark,  and  to  provide 
themselves  there  with  requisite  certificates  in  due 
form,  without  which  they  will  not  be  allowed  to 
continue  their  voyage,  as  they  will  not  be  received 
in  Russian  ports 

II.  Respecting  the  admission  of  vessels  into  Russian 
ports. 

6.  In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  rules,  no  ves- 
sels laden  with  cotton  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
Russian  ports,  except  those  which  exhibit  a certi- 
ficate from  one  of  the  Danish  quarantine  establish- 
ments, or  a receipt  from  the  Danish  custom  house 
as  mentioned  in  the  fourth  article,  with  the  endorse 
ment  of  the  custom  house  declaring  that  the  satis- 
factory proofs  as  to  the  condition  of  the  cotton  have 
been  furnished. 

7.  Simple  receipts  for  the  payment  of  the  Sound 
duties  without  the  above  mentioned  endorsement, 
will  not  be  considered  sufficient,  when  exhibited 
by  vessels  laden  with  cotton;  and  these  vessels  shall 
be  treated  like  all  those  which  are  not  provided 
with  sufficient  certificates  as  to  their  healthy  con- 
dition lhat  is  to  say,  they  shall  be  sent  back  to 
Elsinore. 


REVENUES  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

Treasury  department,  May  1,  1837. 

In  conformity  to  a resolution  of  the  senate,  pass- 
ed March  2,  1837,  notice  is  hereby  given  that  the 
receipts  for  the  month  of  March  last  were,  as  near 
as  can  be  now  ascertained. 

From  customs  ....  $1,997,303 

From  lands  , 1,228,063 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec’ry  of  the  treasury. 

P.  S.  The  above  exhibit  for  each  month  during 
the  present  recess  of  congress,  is  the  only  one  re- 
quired to  be  made  by  any  existing  law  in  respect  to 
the  receipts  and  expenditures,  or  the  deposite  banks. 
But  as  it  may  be  interesting  to  the  community,  the 
following  statements  are  subjoined: 

During  the  quarter  ending  the  31st  of  March,  the 
whole  receipts  from  customs  have  been  about 

$5,015,826 

Those  from  lands  about  3,472,499 

Those  from  miscellaneous  sources  chief- 
ly interest  from  deposite  banks  280,000 


Total  $8,768,325 

The  whole  expenditures  during  that 

quarter  have  been  about  7,409,731 


Leaving  an  excess  of  receipts  amounting 

to  about  $1,358,594 

But  during  the  month  of  April,  the  receipts  are 
believed  to  have  been  considerably  less  than  the 
expenditures,  though  an'  accurate  exhibit  of  them 
cannot  be  given  till  the  first  of  next  month. 

It  is,  however,  ascertained  from  the  treasurer’s 
running  account,  that  the  whole  amount  of  money 
applicable  to  appropritions,  and  which  is  now  in 
the  treasury  and  on  deposite  in  the  banks  and  the 
mint,  is,  after  deducting  what  has  been  and  is  to 
be  paid  to  the  states,  only  about  $6,087,612. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  25. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army, 
Adft  general's  office,  Washington,  April  27,  1837. 
All  orders,  notifications  and  statements,  publish- 
ed in  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle,  under  the 
head  of  “official,”  will  be  considered  by  the 
army,  and  others  concerned,  as  official,  and  respect- 
ed accordingly. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  gene- 
ral commanding-in-chief. 

R.  JONES,  adft.  gen. 


When  these  resolutions  came  up  lor  concurrence 
in  the  senate,  the  third  of  them  was  amended  so  as 
to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  congress,  having  exclusive  legis- 
lation in  the  District  of  Columbia,  possesses  the 
right  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  therein; 
and  that  the  early  exercise  of  such  right  is  demand- 
ed by  the  enlightened  sentiment  of  the  civilized 
world,  by  the  principles  of  the  revolution,  and  by 
humanity. 

Thus  amended,  this  resolution  was,  to  the  sur- 
prise of  every  body,  adopted  by  a unanimous  vote. 
The  following  additional  resolution  wms  then  mov- 
ed and  adopted,  with  only  a single  dissenting  voice: 

Resolved,  That  slavery  being  an  admitted  moral 
and  political  evil,  whose  continuance,  wherever  it 
exists,  is  vindicated  mainly  on  the  ground  of  neces- 
sity, it  should  be  circumscribed  within  the  limits  of 
the  states  where  it  has  been  already  established;  and 
that  no  new  state  should  hereafter  be  admitted  into 
the  union  whose  constitution  of  government  shall 
sanction  or  permit  the  existence  of  domestic  slavery. 

Thus  amended,  the  resolutions  came  back  to  the 
house  of  representatives  for  concurrence  in  the 
amendments.  The  house  did  not  concur  in  them, 
but  rejected  them  by  a large  majority.  The  senate, 
on  their  return  with  this  decision  of  the  other  house, 
by  a unanimous  vote  receded  from  its  amendments. 

The  original  resolutions,  as  first  above  stated, 
stand  as  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 


THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LEGISLATURE. 
.We  are  not  sure  that  n'f  understand  rightly  the 
history  of  the  late  proceedings  in  the  legislature  of 
Massachusetts  on  the  subject  of  the  right  of  petition 
and  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. Some  of  our  contemporaries,  we  are  satis- 
fied, are  under  a wrong  impression  as  to  the  facts  of 
the  case.  As  we  understand  them — and,  if  wre  are 
wrong,  we  should  be  glad  to  be  corrected — the  facts 
are  these:  [Nat.  Int. 

In  the  first  place,  the  following  resolutions  were 
recently  passed  in  the  Massachusetts  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, by  a vote  of  378  to  16: 

Whereas,  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  in  the  month  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven,  did  adopt  a resolution,  whereby  it  was  order- 
ed that  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolutions,  propo- 
sitions, or  papers,  relating  in  any  way,  or  to  any  ex- 
tent whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery,  without  being  either  printed  or  re- 
ferred, should  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  that  no  fur- 
ther action  whatever  should  be  had  thereon;  where- 
as, by  the  resolution  aforesaid,  which  is  adopted  as 
a standing  rule  of  the  present  house  of  representa- 
tives, the  petitions  of  a large  number  of  people  of 
this  commonwealth,  praying  for  the  removal  of  a 
great  moral  and  political  evil,  have  been  slighted 
and  contemned:  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  above  named  is  an 
assumption  of  power  and  authority  at  variance  with 
the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  injurieus  to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  free 
institutions;  that  it  does  violence  to  the  inherent 
and  inalienable  rights  of  man;  and  that  it  tends  es- 
sentially to  impair  thos.e  fundamental  principles  of 
natural  justice  and  natural  law  which  are  antece- 
dent to  any  written  constitutions  of  government,  in- 
dependent of  them  ail  and  essential  to  (be  security 
of  freedom  in  a state. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  and  representatives 
in  congress,  in  maintaining  and  advocating  the  full 
right  of  petition,  have  entitled  themselves  to  the 
cordial  approbation  of  the  people  of  this  common- 
wealth. 

Resolved,  That  congress,  having  exclusive  legis- 
lation in  the  District  of  Columbia,  possesses  the 
right  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  said  District,  and  that 
its  exercise  should  only  be  restrained  by  a regard  to 
the  public  good. 


SPEECH  OF  DANIEL  WEBSTER, 

DELIVERED  AT  NIBLO’S  SALOON  IN  NEW  YORK, 

On  the  \bih  March,  1837. 

“ONE  COUNTRY ONE  CONSTITUTION — ONE  DES- 

TINY.” 

Mr.  Chairman,  and  fellow  citizens: 

It  would  be  idle  in  me  to  affect  to  be  indifferent 
to  the  circumstances  under  which  I have  now  the 
honor  of  addressing  you. 

I find  myself  in  the  commercial  metropolis  of  the 
continent,  in  the  midst  of  a vast  assembly  of  intel- 
ligent men,  drawn  from  all  the  classes,  professions, 
and  pursuits  of  life. 

And  you  have  been  pleased,  gentlemen  to  meet 
me,  in  this  imposing  manner,  and  to  offer  me  a 
warm  and  cordial  welcome  to  your  city,  1 thank 
you.  I feel  the  full  force  and  importance  of  this 
manifestation  of  your  regard.  In  the  highly  flatter- 
ing resolutions  which  invited  me  here,  in  the  re- 
spectability of  this  vast  multitude  of  my  fellow  citi- 
zens, and  in  the  approbation  and  hearty  good  will, 
which  you  have  here  manifested,  I feel  cause  for 
profound  and'  grateful  acknowledgment. 

To  every  individual  of  this  iheeting,  therefore,  I 
would  now,  most  respectfully,  make  that  acknow- 
ledgment; and  with  every  one,  as  if  with  hands 
joined  in  mutual  greeting,  I reciprocate  friendly 
salutation,  respect  and  good  wishes. 

But,  gentlemen,  although  I am  well  assured  of 
your  personal  regard,  I cannot  fail  to  know,  that  the 
times,  the  political  and  commercial  condition  of 
things  which  exists  amongst  us,  and  an  intelligent 
spirit,  awakened  to  new  activity  and  a new  degree 
of  anxiely,  have  mainly  contributed  to  fill  these 
avenues  and  crowd  these  halls.  At  a moment  of 
difficulty,  and  of  much  alarm,  you  come  here,  as 
whigs  of  New  York,  to  meet  one  whom  you  sup- 
pose to  be  bound  to  you  by  common  principles,  and 
common  sentimenls,  and  pursuing,  with  you,  a 
common  object.  Gentlemen,  I am  proud  to  admit 
this  community  of  our  principles,  and  this  identity 
of  our  object.  ' You  are  lor  the  constitution  of  the 
country;  so  am  I.  You  are  for  the  union  of  the 
states;  so  am  I.  You  are  for  equal  laws,  for  the 
equal  rights  of  all  men,  for  constitutional  and  just 
restraints  on  power,  for  the  substance  and  not  the 
shadowy  image  only  of  popular  institutions,  for  a 
government  which  has  liberty  for  its  spirit  and  soul, 
as  well  as  in  its  forms;  and  so  am  I.  You  feel,  that 
if  in  warm  party  times,  the  executive  power  is  in 
hands  distinguished  for  boldness,  for  great  success, 
for  perseverance,  and  other  qualities  which  strike 
men’s  minds  strongly,  there  is  danger  of  derange- 
ment of  the  powers  of  government,  danger  of  a new 
division  of  those  powers,  in  which  the  executive  is 
likely  to  obtain  the  lion’s  part;  and  danger  of  a slate 
of  things  in  which  the  more  popular  branches  of  the 
government,  instead  of  being  guards  and  sentinels, 
against  any  encroachments  from  the  executive, 
seek,  rather,  support  from  its  patronage,  safety 
against  the  complaints  of  the  people  in  its  ample 
and  all  protecting  favor,  and  refuge,  in  its  power; 
and  so  I feel,  and  so  I have  felt,  for  eight  long  and 
anxious  years. 

You  believe  that  a very  efficient  and  powerful 
cause,  in  the  production  of  the  evils,  which  now  fall 
on  the  industrious  and  commercial  classes  of  the 
community,  is  the  derangement  of  the  currency,  the 
destruction  of  exchanges,  and  the  unnatural  and 
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unnecessary  misplacement  of  the  specie  of  the  coun- 
try, by  unauthorised  and  illegal  treasury  orders.  So 
do  I believe.  I predicted  all  this  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  from  before  the  beginning.  I predicted 
it  all,  last  spring,  when  that  was  attempted  to  be 
done  by  law,  which  was  afterwards  done  by  execu- 
tive authority;  and  from  the  moment  of  the  exercise 
of  that  executive  authority,  to  the  present  time,  I 
have  both  foreseen,  and  seen,  the  regular  progress 
of  things  under  it,  from  inconvenience  and  embar- 
rassment, to  pressure,  loss  of  confidence,  disorder 
and  bankruptcies. 

Gentlemen,  I mean,  on  this  occasion,  to  speak  my 
sentiments  freely,  on  the  great  topics  of  the  day. — 
I have  nothing  to  conceal,  and  shall  therefore  con- 
ceal nothing.  In  regard  to  political  sentiments, 
purposes  or  objects,  there  is  nothing  in  my  heart, 
which  I am  ashamed  of;  I shall  throw  it  all  open, 
therefore,  to  you,  and  to  all  men.  [That  is  right 
said  some  one,  in  the  crowd — let  us  have  it — with 
no  non-committal.]  ,Ycs,  my  friend  (continued 
Mr.  \V.)  without  non-committal  or  evasion,  with- 
out barren  generalities  or  empty  phrase,  without  if, 
or  but,  without  a single  touch,  in  all  I say,  bearing 
the  oracular  character  of  an  inaugural,  I shall,  on 
this  occasion,  speak  my  mind  plainly,  freely  and  in- 
dependently, to  men  who  are  just  as  free  to  concur, 
or  not  to  concur,  in  my  sentiments,  as  I am  to  utter 
them.  I think  you  are  entitled  to  hear  my  opinions 
freely  and  frankly  spoken;  but  I freely  acknowledge 
that  you  are  still  more  clearly  entitled  to  retain,  and 
maintain,  your  own  opinions,  however  they  may 
differ,  or  agree,  with  mine. 

It  is  true,  gentlemen,  that  I have  contemplated 
the  relinquishment  of  my  seat  in  the  senate  for  the 
residue  of  the  term,  now  two  years,  for  which  I was 
chosen.  This  resolution  was  not  taken  from  dis- 
gust, or  discouragement,  although  some  things  have 
certainly  happened  which  might  excite  both  those 
feelings.  But  in  popular  governments,  men  must 
not  suffer  themselves  to  be  permanently  disgusted, 
by  occasional  exhibitions  of  political  harlequinism, 
or  deeply  discouraged,  although  their  efforts  to 
awaken  the  people  to  what  they  deem  the  danger- 
ous tendency  of  public  measures,  be  not  crowned 
with  immediate  success.  It  was  altogether  from 
other  causes,  and  other  considerations,  that  after  an 
uninterrupted  service  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  years,  I 
naturally  desired  a respite.  But  those,  whose  opi- 
nions I am  bound  to  respect,  saw  objections  to  a 
present  withdrawal  from  congress;  and  I have  yield- 
ed my  own  strong  desire,  to  their  convictions  of 
what  the  public  good  requires. 

Gentlemen,  in  speaking  here  on  the  subjects 
•which  now  so  much  interest  the  community,  I 
wish,  in  the  outset,  to  disclaim  all  personal  disre- 
spect to  individuals.  He  whose  character  and  for- 
tune have  exercised  such  a decisive  influence  on 
our  politics  for  eight  years,  has  now  retired  from 
public  station.  I pursue  him  with  no  personal  re- 
flections, no  reproaches.  Between  him  and  my- 
self, there  has  always  existed  a respectful  personal 
intercourse.  Moments  have  existed,  indeed,  criti- 
cal, and  decisive  upon  the  general  success  of  his  ad- 
ministration, in  which  he  has  been  pleased  to  re- 
gard my  aid,  as  not  altogether  unimportant.  I now 
speak  of  him,  respectfully,  as  a distinguished  sol- 
dier, as  one,  who,  in  that  character,  has  done  the 
state  much  service;  as  a man,  too,  of  strong  and 
decided  character,  of  unsubdued  resolution  and  per- 
severance, in  whatever  he  undertakes.  In  speak- 
ing of  his  civil  administration,  I speak  without  cen- 
soriousness,  or  harsh  imputation  of  motives;  I wish 
him  health  and  happiness  in  his  retirement;  but  I 
must. still  speak  as  I think,  of  his  public  measures, 
and  of  their  general  bearing  and  tendency,  not  only 
on  the  present  interests  of  the  country,  but  also  on 
the  well  being  and  security  of  the  government  it- 
self. ° 

There  are,  however,  some  topics  of  a less  urgent 
present  application  and  importance,  upon  which  I 
wish  to  say  a few  words,  before  I advert  to  those 
which  are  more  immediately  connected  with  the 
present  distressed  state  of  things. 

My  learned  and  highly  valued  friend,  (Mr.  Og- 
den), who  has  addressed  me  in  your  behalf,  has 
been  kindly  pleased  to  speak  of  my  political  career, 
as  being  marked  by  a freedom  from  local  interests 
and  prejudices,  and  a devotion  to  liberal  and  com- 
prehensive views  of  public  policy. 

I will  not  say  that  this  compliment  is  deserved. 

I will  only  say,  that  I have  earnestly  endeavored  to 
deserve  it.  Gentlemen,  this  government,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  its  power,  is  national.’  It  is  not  consolidat- 
ed, it  does  not  embrace  all  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment. On  the  contrary,  it  is  delegated,  restrained, 
strictly  limited. 

But  what  powers  it  does  possess,  it  possesses  for 
the  general,  not  for  any  partial  or  local  good.  It 
extends  over  a vast  territory,  embracing  now  six 
and  twenty  states,  with  interests  various,  but  not 


irreconcilable,  infinitely  diversified,  hut  capable  of 
being  blended  into  political  harmony. 

He,  however,  who  would  produce  this  harmony 
must  survey  the  whole  field,  as  if  all  parts  were  as 
interesting  to  himself  as  they  are  to  others,  and 
with  that  generous  patriotic  feeling,  prompter  and 
better  than  the  mere  dictates  of  cool  reason,  which 
leads  him  to  embrace  the  whole,  with  affectionate 
regard,  as  constituting,  altogether,  that  object  which 
he  is  so  much  bound  to  respect,  to  defend,  and  to 
love — his  country.  We  have  around  us,  and  more 
or  less  within  the  influence  and  protection  of  the 
general  government,  all  the  great  interests  of  agri- 
culture, navigation,  commerce,  manufactures,  the 
fisheries  and  t he  mechanic  arts.  The  duties  of  the 
government,  then,  certainly  extend  over  all  this  ter- 
ritory, and  embrace  all  these  vast  interests.  We 
have  a maritime  frontier,  a sea  coast,  of  many  thou- 
sand miles;  and  while  no  one  doubts  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  government  to  defend  this  coast,  by  suita- 
ble military  preparations,  there  are  those  who  yet 
suppose  that  the  powers  of  government  stop  at  this 
point;  and  that  as  to  works  of  peace,  and  works  of 
improvement,  they  are  beyond  your  constitutional 
limits.  I have  ever  thought  otherwise.  Congress 
has  a right,  no  doubt,  to  declare  war,  and  to  raise 
armies  and  navies;  and  it  has  necessarily  the  right  to 
build  fortifications  and  batteries,  to  protect  the  coast 
from  the  effects  of  war.  But  congress  has  authori- 
ty, also,  and  it  is  its  duty,  to  regulate  commerce, 
and  it  has  the  whole  power  of  collecting  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage.  It  must  have  ports  and  har- 
bors, and  dock  yards,  also,  for  its  navies.  Very 
early  in  the  history  of  the  government,  it  was  de- 
cided by  congress,  on  the  report  of  a highly  respect- 
able committee,  that  the  transfer  by  the  states  to 
congress  of  the  power  of  collecting  tonnage  and 
other  duties,  and  the  grant  of  the  authority  to  regu- 
late commerce,  charged  congress,  necessarily,  with 
the  duty  of  maintaining  such  piers,  and  wharves, 
and  light  houses,  and  of  making  such  improvements, 
as  might  have  been  expected  to  be  done  by  the 
states,  if  they  had  retained  the  usual  mehns,  by  re- 
taining the  power  of  collecting  duties  on  imports. — 
The  states,  it  was  admitted,  had  parted  with  this 
power;  and  they  duty  of  protecting  and  facili- 
tating commerce  by  these  means,  had  passed,  along 
with  this  power,  into  other  hands.  I have  never 
hesitated,  therefore,  when  the  state  of  the  treasury 
would  admit,  to  vote  for  reasonable  appropriations, 
for  breakwaters,  light  houses,  piers,  harbors  and 
similar  improvements  on  any  part  of  the  whole  At- 
lantic coast,  or  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  from  Maine  to 
Louisiana. 

But  how  stands  the  inland  frontier?  How  is  it, 
along  the  vast,  lakes,  and  the  mighty  rivers  of  the 
north  and  west?  Do  our  constitutional  rights  and 
duties  terminate,  when  the  waters  cease  to  be  salt? 
or  do  they  exist,  in  full  vigor,  on  the  shores  of  these 
inland  seas?  I never  could  doubt  about  this;  and  yet, 
gentlemen,  I remember  even  to  have  participated  in 
a warm  debate,  in  the  senate,  some  years  ago,  upon 
the  constitutional  right  of  congress  to  make  an  ap- 
propriation for  a pier,  in  the  harbor  at  Buffalo. — 
What!  make  a harbor  at  Buffalo,  where  nature  ne- 
ver made  any,  and  where  therefore  it  was  never  in- 
tended any  ever  should  be  made?  Take  money 
from  the  people,  to  run  out  piers  from  the  sandy 
shores  of  Lake  Erie,  or  deepen  the  channels  of  her 
shallow  river?  Where  was  the  constitutional  au- 
thority for  this?  Where  would  such  strides  of  pow- 
er stop?  How  long  would  the  states  have  any  pow- 
er at  all  left,  if  their  territory  might  be  ruthlessly 
invaded  for  such  unhallowed  purposes,  or  how  long 
would  the  people  have  any  money  in  their  pockets, 
if  the  government  of  the  United  States  might  tax 
them,  at  pleasure,  for  such  extravagant  projects  as 
these?  Piers,  wharves,  harbors  and  breakwaters  in 
the  lakes!  These  arguments,  gentlemen,  however 
earnestly  put  forth,  heretofore,  do  not  strike  us  with 
great  power,  at  the  present  day,  if  we  stand  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Erie,  and  see  hundreds  of  vessels, 
with  valuable  cargoes,  and  thousands  of  valuable 
lives,  moving  on  its  waters,  with  few  shelters  from 
the  storm,  but  havens  created,  or  made  useful,  by 
the  aid  of  government.  These  great  lakes,  stretch- 
ing away  many  thousands  of  miles,  not  in  a straight 
one,  but  with  turns  and  deflexions,  as  if  designed 
to  reach,  by  water  communication,  the  greatest  pos- 
sible number  of  important  points,  through  a region 
of  vast  extent,  cannot  but  arrest  the  attention  of  any 
one  who  looks  upon  the  map.  They  lie  connected 
but  variously  placed;  and  interspersed,  as  if  with 
studied  variety  of  form  and  direction,  over  that  part 
of  the  country.  They  were  made  for  man  and  ad- 
mirably adapted  for  his  use  and  convenience. 

Looking,  gentlemen,  over  our  whole  country, 
comprehending  in  our  survey  the  x\tlnntic  coast, 
with  its  thick  population,  advanced  agriculture,  its 
extended  commerce,  its  manufactures  and  mecha- 
nic arts,  its  varieties  of  communication,  its  wealth, 


and  its  general  improvements;  and  looking,  then, 
to  the  interior,  to  the  immense  tracts  of  fresh,  fertile 
and  cheap  lands,  bounded  by  so  many  lakes,  and 
watered  by  so  many  magnificent  rivers,  let  me  ask 
if  such  a map  was  ever  before  presented  to  the  eye 
of  any  statesman,  as  the  theatre  for  the  exercise  of 
his  wisdom?  And  let  me  ask,  too,  if  any  man  is  fit 
to  act  a part  on  such  a theatre,  who  does  not  com- 
prehend the  whole  of  it,  within  the  scope  of  his  po- 
licy, and  embrace  it  all  as  his  country? 

Again,  gentlemen,  we  are  one  in  respect  to  the 
glorious  constitution  under  which  we  live.  We 
are  all  united  in  the  great  brotherhood  of  American 
liberty.  Descending  from  the  same  ancestors,  bred 
in  the  same  school,  taught,  in  infancy,  to  imbibe 
the  same  political  sentiments,  Americans  all,  by 
birth,  education  and  principle,  what  but  a narrow 
mind,  or  woeful  ignorance,  or  besotted  selfishness, 
or  prejudice,  ten  times  ten  times  blinded,  can  lead 
any  of  us  to  regard  the  citizens  of  any  part  of  the 
country  as  strangers  and  aliens? 

The  solemn  truth,  moreover,  is  before  us,  that  a 
common  political  fate  attends  us  all. 

Under  the  present  constitution,  wisely  and  con- 
scientiously administered,  all  are  safe,  happy  and 
renouued.  The  measure  of  our  country’s  fame  may 
fill  all  our  breasts.  It  is  fame  enough  for  us  all  to 
partake  in  her  glory,  if  we  will  carry  her  character 
onward  to  its  true  destiny.  But  if  the  system  is 
broken,  its  fragments  must  fall  alike  on  all.  Hot 
only  the  cause  of  American  liberty,  but  the  grand 
cause  of  liberty,  throughout  the  whole  earth,  de- 
pends, in  a great  measure,  on  upholding  the  consti- 
tution and  union  of  these  states.  If  shattered  and 
destroyed,  no  matter  by  what  cause,  the  peculiar 
and  cherished  idea  of  united  American  liberty,  will 
be  no  more  forever.  There  may  be  free  states,  it 
is  possible,  when  there  shall  be  separate  states. — 
There  may  be  many  loose,  and  feeble,  and  hostile 
confederacies,  where  there  is  one  great  and  united 
confederacy.  But  the  noble  idea  of  united  Ameri- 
can liberty,  of  our  liberty,  such  as  our  fathers  es- 
tablished it,  will  be  extinguished  forever.  Frag- 
ments and  severed  columns  of  the  edifice  may  be 
found  remaining;  and  melancholy  and  mournful 
ruins  will  they  be;  the  august  temple  itself  will 
be  prostrate  in  the  dust.  Gentlemen,  the  citizens 
of  thi3  republic  cannot  sever  their  fortunes.  A 
common  fate  awaits  us.  In  the  honor  of  upholding, 
or  in  the  disgrace  of  undermining,  the  constitution, 
we  shall  all  necessarily  partake.  Let  us  then  stand 
by  the  constitution  as  it  is,  and  by  our  country,  as 
it  is,  one,  united  and  entire;  let  it  be  a truth  engra- 
ven on  our  hearts,  let  it  be  borne  on  the  flag  under 
which  we  rally  in  every  exigency,  that  we  have 
ONE  COUNTRY,  ONE  CONSTITUTION,  ONE  DESTINY. 

Gentlemen,  of  our  interior  administration,  the 
public  lands  constitute  a highly  important  part. 
This  is  a subject  of  great  interest,  and  it  ought  to 
attract  much  more  attention  than  it  has  hitherto 
received,  especially  from  the  people  of  the  Atlantic 

states.  The  pu  It  lie  lands  are  public  property. 

They  belong  to  the  people  of  all  the  states.  A 
vast  portion  of  them  is  composed  of  territories, 
which  were  ceded  by  individual  states,  to  the  Unit- 
ed States,  after  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
and  before  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution. 
The  history  of  these  cessions,  and  the  reasons  for 
making  them,  are  familiar.  Some  of  the  old  thirteen 
possessed  large  tracts  of  unsettled  lands  within 
their  chartered  limits.  The  revolution  had  estab- 
lished their  title  to  these  lands,  and  as  the  revolu- 
tion had  been  brought  about  by  the  common  trea- 
sure and  common  blood  of  all  the  colonies,  it  was 
thought  not  unreasonable  that  these  unsettled  lands 
should  be  transferred  to  the  United  States,  to  pay  the 
debt  created  by  the  war,  and  afterwards  to  remain 
as  a fund  for  the  use  of  all  the  states.  This  is  the 
well  known  origin  of  the  title  possessed  by  (he 
United  States  to  lands  north  west  of  the  river  Ohio. 

By  the  treaties  with  France  and  Spain,  Louisiana 
and  Florida,  with  many  millions  of  acres  of  public 
unsold  land,  have  been  since  acquired.  The  cost 
of  these  acquisitions  was  paid  of  course,  by  the  ge- 
neral government,  and  was  thus  a charge  on  the 
whole  people.  The  public  lands,  therefore,  all  and 
singular,  are  national  property;  granted  to  the  U. 
States,  purchased  by  the  United  States,  paid  for 
by  all  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  idea,  that  when  a new  state  is  created,  the 
public  lands  lying  within  her  territory,  become  the 
property  of  such  new  states  in  consequence  of  her 
sovereignty,  is  too  preposterous  for  serious  refuta- 
tion. Such  notions  have  heretofore  been  advanced 
in  congress,  but  no  body  has  sustained  them.  They 
were  rejected  and  abandoned,  although  one  cannot 
say  whether  they  may  not  be  revived,  in  conse- 
quence of  recent  propositions  which  have  been 
made  in  the  senate.  The  new  states  are  admitted 
on  express  conditions,  recognizing,  to  the  fullest 
extent,  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  public 
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lands  within  their  borders;  and  it  is  no  more  rea- 
sonable to  contend  that  some  indefinite  idea  of  state 
sovereignty  over-rides  all  these  stipulations,  and 
makes  the  lands  the  property  of  the  states,  against 
the  conditions  and  provisions  of  their  own  constitu- 
tion and  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  than 
it  w ould  be  that  a similar  doctrine  entitled  the  state 
of  New  York  to  the  moneys  collected  at  the  custom 
house  in  this  city:  since  it  is  no  more  inconsistent 
with  sovereignty  that  one  government  should  hold 
lands  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  within  the  territory  of 
another,  than  it  is  that  it  should  lay  and  collect 
taxes  and  duties  within  such  territory.  Whatever 
extravagant  pretensions  may  have  been  set  up, 
heretofore,  there  was  not,  I suppose,  an  enlighten- 
ed man  in  the  whole  west,  who  insisted  on  any 
such  right  in  the  states,  when  the  proposition  to 
cede  the  lands  to  the  states  was  made,  in  the  late 
session  of  congress.  The  public  lands  being  there- 
fore, the  common  property  of  all  the  people,  of  ail 
the  states,  I shall  never  consent  to  give  them  away 
to  particular  states,  or  to  dispose  of  them  other- 
wise than  for  the  general  good,  and  the  general  use 
of  the  whole  country. 

I felt  bound,  therefore,  on  the  occasion  just  al- 
luded to,  to  resist,  at  the  threshold,  a proposition  to 
cede  the  public  lands  to  the  states  in  which  they 
lie,  on  certain  conditions. 

I very  much  regretted  the  introduction  of  such  a 
measure,  as  its  effects  must  be,  I fear,  only  to  agi- 
tate, what  was  well  settled,  and  to  disturb  that 
course  of  proceeding  in  regard  to  the  public  lands, 
which  forty  years  of  experience  have  shown  to  be 
so  wise,  and  so  satisfactory  in  its  operation,  both 
to  the  people  of  the  old  states,  and  those  of  the  new. 

But,  gentlemen,  although  the  public  lands  are 
not  to  be  given  away,  or  ceded  to  particular  states, 
a very  liberal  policy  in  regard  to  them  ought  un- 
doubtedly to  prevail.  Such  a policy  has  prevailed, 
and  I have  steadily  supported  it,  and  shall  continue 
to  support  it  so  long  as  I may  remain  in  public  life. 
The  main  object,  in  regard  to  these  lands,  is  un- 
doubtedly to  settle  them,  so  fast  as  the  growth  of 
our  population,  and  its  augmentation  by  emigration 
may  enable  us  to  settle  them. 

The  lands,  therefore,  should  be  sold,  at  a low 
price,  and,  for  one,  I have  never  doubted  the  right 
or  expediency  of  granting  portions  of  the  lands 
themselves,  or  of  making  grants  of  money  for  ob- 
jects of  internal  improvements,  connected  with 
them. 

I have  always  supported  liberal  appropriations 
for  the  purpose  of  opening  communications,  to  and 
through  these  lands,  by  common  roads,  canals  and 
rail  roads;  and  where  lands  of  little  .value  have  been 
long  in  market,  and  on  account  of  their  indifferent 
quality,  are  not  likely  to  command  the  common 
price,  I know  no  objection  to  a reduction  of  price, 
as  to  such  lands,  so  that  they  may  pass  into  private 
ownership.  Nor  do  I fee]  any  objections,  to  re- 
move those  restraints  which  prevent  the  states 
from  taxing  the  lands,  for  five  years  after  they  are 
sold.  But  while  in  these  and  all  other  respects,  I 
am  not  only  reconciled  to  a liberal  policy,  but  es- 
pouse it  and  support  it,  and  have  constantly  done 
so,  I hold,  still,  the  national  domain  to  be  the  ge- 
neral property  of  the  country,  confided  to  the- care 
of  congress,  and  which  congress  is  solemnly  bound 
to  protect  and  preserve,  for  the  common  good. 

The  benefit  derived  from  the  public  lands,  after 
all,  is  and  must  be,  in  the  greatest  degree,  enjoyed 
bv  those  who  buy  them,  and  settle  upon  them. 
The  original  price  paid  to  government  constitutes 
but  a small  part  of  their  actual  value.  Their  im- 
mediate rise  in  value,  in  the  hands  of  the  settler, 
gives  him  competence.  He  exercises  a power  of 
selection  over  a vast  region  of  fertile  territory,  all 
on  sale  at  the  same  price,  and  that  price  an  exceed- 
ingly low  one. 

Selection  is  no  sooner  made,  cultivation  is  no 
sooner  begun,  and  the  first  furrow  turned,  than  he 
already  finds  himself  a man  of  property.  These  are 
the  advantages  of  western  emigrants,  and  western 
settlers;  and  they  are  such,  certainty,  as  no  country 
on  earth  ever  before  afforded  to  her  citizens.  This 
opportunity  of  purchase  and  settlement,  this  cer- 
tainty of  enhanced  value,  these  sure  means  of  im- 
mediate competence  and  ultimate  wealth,  all  these 
are  the  rights,  and  the  blessings  of  the  people  of 
the  west,  and  they  have  my  hearty  wishes  for  their 
full  and  perfect  enjoyment. 

I desire  to  see  the  public  lands  cultivated  and  oc- 
cupied. I desire  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
west,  and  the  fullest  development  of  its  vast  and 
extraordinary  resources.  I wish  to  bring  it  near  to 
us,  by  every  species  of  useful  communication.  I 
see,  not  without  admiration  and  amazement,  but 
yet  without  envy  or  jealousy,  states  of  recent  ori- 
gin already  containing  more  people  than  Massa- 
chusetts. These  people  I know  to  be  part  of  our- 
selves; they  have  proceeded  from  the  midst  of  us. 


and  we  may  trust  that  they  are  not  likely  to  separate 
themselves,  in  interest  or  in  feeling,  from  their 
• kindred,  v\hom  they  have  left  on  the  farms  and 
around  the  hearths  of  their  common  fathers. 

A liberal  policy,  a sympathy  with  its  interests, 
an  enlightened  and  generous  feeling  of  participa- 
tion in  its  prosperity,  are  due  to  the  west,  and  will 
be  met,  I doubt  not,  by  a return  of  sentiments  equal- 
ly cordial  and  equally  patriotic. 

Gentlemen,  the  general  question  of  revenue  is 
very  much  connected  with  this  subject  of  the  public 
lands,  and  I will  therefore  in  a very  few  words,  ex- 
press my  opinions  on  that  point. 

The  revenue  involves,  not  only  the  supply  of  the 
treasury  with  money,  but  the  question  of  protection 
to  manufactures.  On  these  connected  subjects, 
therefore,  gentlemen,  as  I have  promised  to  keep 
nothing  back,  I will  state  my  opinions  plainly,  but 
very  shortly. 

I am  in  favor  of  such  a revenue  as  shall  be  equal 
lo  all  the  just  and  reasonable  wants  of  the  govern- 
ment; and  I am  decidedly  opposed  to  all  collection, 
or  accumulation  of  revenue,  beyond  this  point.  An 
extravagant  gevernment  expenditure  and  unneces- 
sary accumulation  in  the  treasury,  are  both,  of  all 
things  else,  to  be  most  studiously  avoided. 

I am  in  favor  of  protecting  American  industry 
and  labor,  not  only  as  employed  in  large  manufac- 
tories, but  also,  and  more  especially,  as  employed 
in  the  various  mechanic  arts,  carried  on  by  persons 
acting  on  small  capitals,  and  living  by  the  earnings 
of  their  own  personal  industry.  Every  city  in  the 
union,  and  none  more  than  this,  would  feel  severely 
the  consequences  of  departing  from  the  ancient  and 
continued  policy  of  the  government,  respecting  this 
last  branch  of  protection.  If  duties  were  to  be 
abolished  on  hats,  boots,  shoes  and  other  articles  of 
leather,  and  on  the  articles  fabricated  of  brass,  tin 
and  iron,  and  on  ready  made  clothes,  carriages,  fur- 
niture and  many  similar  articles,  thousands  of  per- 
sons would  be  immediately  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment in  this  city  and  to  other  parts  of  the  union. 
Protection  in  this  respect,  of  our  own  labor,  against 
the  cheaper,  ill  paid,  half  fed  and  pauper  labor  of 
Europe,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a duty,  which  the  coun- 
try owes  to  its  own  citizens.  I am,  therefore,  de- 
cidedly, for  protecting  our  own  industry  and  our 
own  labor. 

In  the  next  place,  gentlemen,  I am  of  opinion  that 
with  no  more  than  usual  skill,  in  the  application  of 
the  well  tried  principles  of  discriminating  and  spe- 
cific duties,  all  the  branches  of  national  industry 
may  be  protected,  without  imposing  such  duties  on 
imposts,  as  shall  overcharge  the  treasury. 

And  as  to  the  revenues  arising  from  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands,  I am  of  opinion  that  they  ought 
to  be  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the  states.  The  states 
need  the  money.  The  government  of  the  United 
States  does  not  need  it.  Many  of  the  states  have 
contracted  large  debts,  for  objects  of  internal  im- 
provements; and  others  of  them  have  important 
objects,  which  they  would  wish  to  accomplish.  The 
lands  were  originally  granted  for  the  use  of  the 
several  states;  and  now  that  their  proceeds  are  not 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, I am  of  opinion  that  they  should  go  to  the 
states,  and  to  the  people  of  the  states,  upon  an 
equal  principle.  Set  apart,  then,  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands,  for  the  use  of  the  states;  supply 
the  treasury  from  duties  on  imports;  apply  to  these 
duties  a just  and  careful  discrimination,  in  favor  of 
articles  produced  at  home,  by  our  own  labor,  and 
thus  support,  to  a fair  extent,  our  own  manufac- 
tures. These,  gentlemen,  appear  to  me  to  be  the 
general  outlines  of  that  policy,  which  the  present 
condition  of  the  country  requires  us  to  adopt. 

Gentlemen,  proposing  to  express  opinions  on  the 
principal  subjects  of  interest,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, it  is  impossible  to  overlook  the  delicate  ques- 
tion which  has  arisen,  from  events  which  have 
happened  in  the  late  Mexican  province  of  Texas 
The  independence  of  that  province  has  now  been 
recognized  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
The  congress  gave  the  president  the  means,  to  be 
used  when  he  saw  fit,  of  opening  a diplomatic  in- 
tercourse with  its  government,  and  the  late  presi- 
dent immediately  made  use  of  those  means. 

I saw  no  objection,  under  the  circumstances,  to 
voting  an  appropriation  to  be  used  when  the  presi- 
dent should  think  the  proper  time  had  come;  and 
he  deemed,  certainly  very  promptly,  that  the  time 
had  alreadv  arrived.  Certainly,  gentlemen,  the 
history  of  Texas  is  not  a little  wonderful.  A very 
few  people  in  a very  a short  time,  have  established 
a government  for  themselves,  against  the  authority 
of  the  parent  state,  and  which  government,  it  is 
generally  supposed,  there  is  little  probability  at  the 
present  moment  of  the  parent  state  being  able  to 
overturn. 

This  government  is,  in  form,  a copy  of  our  own. 
It  is  an  American  constitution,  substantially  after 


the  great  American  model.  We  all,  therefore,  must 
wish  it  success;  and  fhere  is  no  one  who  will  more 
heartily  rejoice  than  I shall,  to  see  an  independent 
community,  intelligent,  industrious,  and  friendly 
towards  us,  springing  up,  and  rising  into  happiness, 
distinction  and  power,  upon  our  own  principles  of 
liberty  and  government. 

But  it  cannot  be  disguised  gentlemen,  that  a de- 
sire, or  an  intention,  is  alredy  manifested  to  annex 
Texas  to  the  United  States.  On  a subject  of  such 
mighty  magnitude  as  this,  and  at  a moment  when 
the  public  attention  is  drawn  to  it,  T should  feel 
myself  wanting  in  candor,  if  I did  not  express  my 
opinion;  since  all  must  suppose,  that  on  such  a 
question,  it  is  impossible  I should  be  without  some 
opinion. 

1 say  then,  gentlemen,  in  all  frankness,  that  I 
see  objections,  I think  insurmountable  objections, 
to  the  annexation  of  Texas  lo  the  United  States 
When  the  constitution  was  formed,  it  is  not  proba 
ble  that  either  its  framers,  or  the  people,  ever  look 
ed  to  the  admission  of  any  states  into  the  union, 
except  such  as  then  already  existed,  and  such  as 
should  be  fromed  out  of  territories  then  already 
belonging  to  the  United  States.  Fifteen  years  after 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  however,  the  case 
of  Louisiana  arose.  Louisiana  was  obtained  by 
treaty  with  France,  who  had  recently  obtained  it 
from  Spain:  but  the  object  of  this  acquisition,  cer- 
tainly, was  not  mere  extension  of  territory.  Other 
great  political  interests  were  connected  with  it. 
Spain,  while  she  possessed  Louisiana,  had  held  the 
mouths  of  the  great  rivers  which  rise  in  the  west- 
ern states,  and  flow  into  the  Gulph  of  Mexico. 
She  had  disputed  our  use  of  these  rivers,  already, 
and  with  a powerful  nation  in  possession  of  these 
outlets  to  the  sea,  it  is  obvious  that  the  commerce 
of  all  the  west  was  in  danger  of  perpetual  vexation. 
The  command  of  these  rivers  to  the  sea,  wras,  there- 
fore, the  great  object  aimed  at  in  the  acquisition  of 
Louisiana.  But  the  acquisition  necessarily  brought 
territory  along  with  it,  and  three  states  now  exist, 
formed  out  of  that  ancient  province. 

A similar  policy,  and  a similar  necessity,  though 
perhaps  not  entirely  so  urgent,  led  to  the  acquisi- 
tion of  Florida. 

Now,  no  such  necessity,  no  such  policy,  requires 
the  annexation  of  Texas.  The  accession  of  Texas 
to  our  territory,  is  not  necessary  to  the  full  and 
complete  enjoyment  of  all  which  we  already  pos- 
sess. Her  case  therefore  stands  entirely  different 
from  that  of  Louisiana  and  Florida.  There  being 
then  no  necessity  for  extending  the  limits  of  the 
union,  in  that  direction;  we  ought,  I think,  for 
numerous  and  powerful  reasons,  to  be  content  with 
our  present  boundaries. 

Gentlemen,  we  all  see,  that  by  whomsoever  pos- 
sessed, Texas  is  likely  to  be  a slaveholding  coun- 
try; and  I frankly  avow  my  entire  unwillingness  to 
do  any  thing  which  shall  extend  the  slavery  ot  the 
African  race,  on  this  continent,  or  add  other  slave- 
holding states  to  the  union.  When  I say  that  I 
regard  slavery  in  itself  as  a great  moral,  social  and 
political  evil,  I only  use  language  which  has  been 
adopted  by  distinguished  men,  themselves  citizens 
of  slaveholding  states.  I shall  do  nothing,  there- 
fore, to  favor  or  encourage  its  further  extension. 
We  have  slavery,  already,  amongst  ns.  The  con- 
stitution found  it  among  us;  it  recognized  it,  and 
gave  it  solemn  guaranties.  To  the  full  extent  of 
these  guaranties  we  are  all  bound,  in  honor,  in  jus- 
tice, and  by  the  constitution.  All  the  stipulations, 
contained  in  the  constitution,  in  favor  of  the  slave- 
holding states  which  are  already  in  the  union, 
ought  to  be  fulfilled,  and  so  far  as  depends  on  me, 
shall  be  fulfilled,  in  the  fullness  of  their  spirit,  and 
to  the  exactness  of  their  letter.  Slavery  as  it  exists 
in  the  states,  is  beyond  the  reach  ol  congress.  It 
is  a concern  of  the  states  themselves;  they  have 
never  submitted  it  to  congress,  and  congress  has  no 
rightful  power  over  it.  I shall  concur  therefore  in 
no  act,  no  measure,  no  menace,  no  indication  ot 
purpose,  which  shall  interfere,  or  threaten  to  inter- 
fere with  the  exclusive  authority  of  the  several 
states,  over  the  subject  ol  slavery,  as  it  exists  with- 
in their  respective  limits.  All  this  appears  to  me 
to  be  matter  of  plain  and  imperative  duty. 

But  when  we  come  to  speak  of  admitting  new 
states,  the  subject  assumes  an  entirely  different  as- 
pect. Our  rights  and  our  duties  are  then  both 
different. 

The  free  states,  and  all  the  states,  are  then  at 
liberty  to  except,  or  to  reject.  When  it  is  proposed 
to  bring  new  members,  into  this  political  partner- 
ship, the  old  members  have  a right  to  say  on  what 
terms  such  new  partners  are  to  come  in,  and  what 
they  are  to  brim;  along  with  them.  In  my  opinion 
the' people  of  the  United  States  will  not  consent  to 
bring  a new,  vastly  extensive  and  slaveholding  coun- 
try, Targe  enough  for  half  dozen  or  a dozen  states. 
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to  the  union.  In  my  opinion,  they  ought  not  to  con- 
sent to  it.  Indeed,  I am  altogether  at  a loss  to  con- 
ceive what  possible  benefit  any  part  of  this  country 
can  expect  to  derive  from  such  annexation.  All  be- 
nefit, to  any  part,  is  at  least  doubtful  and  uncertain; 
the  objections  obvious,  plain  and  strong.  On  the 
general  question  of  slavery,  a great  portion  of  the 
community  is  already  strongly  excited.  The  sub- 
ject has  not  only  attracted  attention  as  a question  of 
politics,  but  it  has  struck  a far  deeper  toned  chord. 
It  has  arrested  the  religious  feeling  of  the  country; 
it  has  taken  strong  hold  on  the  consciences  of  men. 
He  is  a rash  man,  indeed,  and  little  conversant  with 
human  nature,  and  especially  has  he  a very  erro- 
neous estimate  of  the  character  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  who  supposes  that  a feeling  of  this  kind  is 
to  be  trifled  with,  or  despised.  It  will  assuredly 
cause  itself  to' be  respected.  It  may  be  reasoned 
with,  it  may  be  made  willing,  I believe  it  is  entire- 
ly willing,  to  fulfil  all  existing  engagements,  and  all 
existing  duties,  to  uphold  and  defend  the  constitu- 
tion, as  it  is  established,  with  whatever  regrets, 
about  some  provisions,  which  it  does  actually  con- 
tain. But  to  coerce  it  into  silence, — to  endeavor  to 
restrain  its  free  expression,  to  seek  to  compress 
and  confine  it,  warm  as  it  is,  and  more  heated 
as  such  endeavors  would  inevitably  render  it,  should 
all  this  be  attempted,  I know  nothing,  even  in  the 
constitution,  or  in  the  union  itself,  which  would  not 
be  endangered  by  the  explosion  which  might  fol- 
low. 

I see,  therefore,  no  political  necessity  for  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas  to  the  union;  no  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  it;  and  objections  to  it,  of  a strong, 
and  in  my  judgment,  decisive  character. 

I believe  it  to  be  for  the  interest  and  happiness  of 
the  whole  union  to  remain  as  it  is,  without  diminu- 
tion and  without  addition. 

Gentlemen,  I pass  to  other  subjects.  The  rapid 
advancement  of  the  executive  authority  is  a topic 
which  has  already  been  alluded  to. 

1 believe  there  is  serious  cause  of  danger,  from 
this  source.  I believe  the  power  of  the  executive 
has  increased,  is  increasing,  and  ought  now  to  be 
brought  back  within  its  ancient  constitutional 
limits.  I have  nothing  to  do  with  the  motives, 
which  have  led  to  those  acts,  which  I believe  to 
have  transcended  the  boundaries  of  the  constitution. 
Good  motives  may  always  be  assumed,  as  bad  mo- 
tives may  always  be  imputed.  Good  intentions 
will  always  be  pleaded,  for  every  assumption  of 
power;  but  they  cannot  justify  it,  even  if  we  were 
sure  that  they  existed.  It  is  hardly  too  strong  to 
say,  that  the  constitution  was  made  to  guard  the 
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or  pretended.  When  bad  intentions  are  boldly 
avowed,  the  people  will  promptly  take  care  of 
themselves.  On  the  other  hand,  they  will  always 
be  asked,  why  they  should  resist,  or  question,  that 
exercis?  of  power,  which  is  so  lair  in  its  object,  so 
plausible  and  patriotic  in  appearance,  and  which 
has  the  public  good  alone  confessedly  in  view? 
Human  beings,  we  may  be  assured,  will  generally 
exercise  power,  when  they  can  get  it;  and  they  will 
exercise  it  most  undoubtedly,  in  popular  govern- 
ments, under  pretences  of  public  safety,  or  high 
public  interest.  It  may  be  very  possible,  that  good 
intentions  do  really  sometimes  exist,  when  consti- 
tutional restraints  are  disregarded.  There  are  men, 
in  all  ages,  who  mean  to  exercise  power  usefully; 
but  who  mean  to  exercise  it.  They  mean  to  go- 
vern well;  but  they  mean  to  govern.  They  pro- 
mise to  be  kind  masters;  but  they  mean  to  be 
masters.  They  think  that  there  need  be  but  little 
restraint  upon  themselves.  Their  notion  of  the 
public  interest,  is  apt  to  be  quite  closely  con- 
nected with  their  own  exercise  of  authority.  They 
may  not  indeed  always  understand  their  own  mo- 
tives. The  love  of  power  may  sink  too  deep  in 
their  hearts,  even  lor  their  own  scrutiny,  and  may 
pass  with  themselves,  for  mere  patriotism  and  be- 
nevolence. 

A character  has  been  drawn  of  a very  eminent 
citizen  of  Massachusetts,  of  the  last  age,  which, 
though  I think  it  does  not  entirely  belong  to  him, 
yet  very  well  describes  a certain  class  of  public 
men.  It  was  said  of  this  distinguished  son  oi  Mas- 
sachusetts, that  in  matters  of  politics  and  govern- 
ment, he  cherished  the  most  kind  and  benevolent 
feelings  towards  the  whole  earth.  He  earnestly 
desired  to  see  ail  nations  well  governed;  and  to 
bring  about  this  happy  result,  he  wished  that  the 
United  States  might  govern  the  rest  of  the  world; 
that  Massachusetts  might  govern  the  United  States; 
that  Boston  might  govern  Massachusetts;  and  as  for 
bimsi  lf,  his  own  bmnble  ambition  would  be  satis- 
fied. by  governing  the  little  town  ot  Boston. 

I do  not  intend,  gentlemen,  to  commit  so  unrea- 
sonable a trespass  on  vour  patience,  as  to  discuss 
all  those  cases  in  which  1 think  executive  power 
has  been  unreasonably  extended.  I shall  only  allude 


to  some  of  them,  and  as  being  earliest  in  the  order 
of  time,  and  hardly  second  to  any  other  in  import- 
ance, 1 mention  tile  practice  of  removal  from  all 
offices,  high  and  low,  for  opinion’s  sake,  and  on  the 
avowed  ground  of  giving  patronage  to  the  presi- 
dent; that  is  to  say,  of  giving  him  the  power  of  in- 
llueneing  men’s  poliiical  opinions,  and  political 
conduct,  by  hopes,  and  by  fears,  addressed  directly 
to  their  pecuniary  interests.  The  great  battle  on 
this  point,  was  fought,  and  was  lost,  in  the  senate 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  last  session  of  congress, 
under  Mr.  Adams’  administration.  Alter  general 
Jackson  was  known  to  be  elected,  and  before  bis 
term  of  office  began,  many  important  offices  became 
vacant,  by  the  usual  causes  of  death  and  resigna- 
tion. Mr.  Adams,  of  course,  nominated  persons  to 
fill  these  vacant  offices.  But  a majority  of  the 
senate  was  composed  of  the  friends  of  general  Jack- 
son;  and  instead  of  acting  on  these  nominations, 
and  filling  the  vacant  offices,  with  ordinary  prompti- 
tude, the  nominations  were  postponed,  to  a day  be- 
yond the  fourth  of  March,  for  the  purpose,  openly 
avowed,  of  giving  the  patronage  of  the  appoint- 
ments to  the  president  who  was  then  coming  into 
office.  And  when  the  new  president  entered  on 
his  office,  he  withdrew  these  nominations,  and  sent 
in  nominations  of  his  own  friends  in  their  places.  I 
was  of  opinion  then,  and  atn  of  opinion  now,  that 
that  decision  of  tlie  senate  went  far  to  unfix  the 
proper  balance  of  the  government.  It  conferred 
on  the  president  the  power  of  rewards  for  party 
purposes  6r  personal  purposes,  without  limit  or 
control.  It  sanctioned,  manifestly,  and  plainly, 
that  exercise  of  power,  which  Mr.  Madison  had 
said  would  deserve  impeachment;  and  it  completely 
defeated  one  great  object,  which  we  are  told  the 
framers  of  the  constitution  contemplated,  in  the 
manner  of  forming  the  senate;  that  is,  that  the  se- 
riate might  be  a body,  not  changing  with  the  election 
of  a president,  arid  therefore  likely  to  be  able  to 
hold,  over  him,  some  check  or  restraint,  in  regard 
to  bringing  his  own  friends  and  partisans  into  power 
with  him,  and  thus  rewarding  their  services  to  him, 
at  the  public  expense. 

The  debates  in  the  senate,  on  these  questions, 
were  long  continued  and  earnest.  They  were  of 
course  in  secret  session,  but  the  opinions  of  those 
members,  who  opposed  this  course,  have  all  been 
proved  true  by  the  result.  The  content  was  severe 
and  ardent,  as  much  so  as  any  that  I have  ever 
partaken  in;  and  I have  seen  some  service,  in  that 
sort  of  warfare. 

Gentlemen,  when  I look  back  to  that  awful  mo- 
ment, when  I remember^  who  those  were,  who  up- 
zeal  and  devotion,  as  well  as  with  such  great  anh 
splendid  abilities,  and  when  I look  round,  now,  and 
inquire  what  has  become  ofthese  gentlemen,  where 
they  have  found  themselves,  at  last,  under  the  pow- 
er which  they  thus  helped  to  establish,  what  has 
become,  now,  of  all  their  respect,  trust,  confidence 
and  at*achment,  how  many  of  them,  indeed,  have 
not  escaped  from  being  broken  and  crushed,  under 
the  weight  of  tile  wheels  of  that  engine  which  they 
themselves  set  in  motion,  I feel  that  an  edifying 
lesson  may  be  read,  by  those,  who,  in  tne  freshness 
and  fullness  of  party  zeal,  are  ready  to  confer  the 
most  dangerous  powers  in  the  hope  that  they,  and 
their  friends,  may  bask  in  its  sunshine,  while  ene- 
mies only  shall  be  withered  by  its  frown. 

I will  not  go  into  the  mention  of  names.  I will 
give  no  enumeration  of  persons;  but  I ask  you  to 
turn  your  minds  bacx,  and  recollect  who  the  distin- 
guished men  were,  who  supported,  in  the  senate, 
general  Jackson’s  administration  for  the  two  first 
years:  and  I will  ask  you  what  you  suppose  they 
think,  now,  of  that  power,  and  that  discretion, 
which  they  so  freely  confided  to  execulive  hands? 
What  do  they  think  of  the  whole  career  of  that  ad- 
ministration, the  commencement  ol  which,  and  in- 
deed the  existence  of  which,  owed  so  much  to  their 
own  great  exertions. 

In  addition  to  the  establishment  of  this  power  of 
unlimited  and  causeless  removal,  another  doctrine 
has  been  put  foril),  more  vague,  it  is  true,  but  alto- 
gether unconstitutional,  and  tending  to  like  dan- 
gerous results.  In  some  loose,  indefinite,  and  un- 
known sense,  the  president  has  been  called  the  re- 
presentative of  the  whole  American  people.  He  has 
called  himself  so  repeatedly;  and  been  so  denomi- 
nated by  bis  friends,  a thousand  times.  Acts,  for 
which  no  specific  authority  has  been  found,  either 
in  the  constitution  or  Ihe  laws,  have  been  justified 
on  the  ground  that  the  president  is  the  representa- 
tive of  "the  whole  American  people.  Certainly, 
this  is  not  constitutional  language.  Certainly,  the 
constitution  no  where  calls  the  president  the  uni- 
versal representative  ot  the  people.  The  constitu- 
tional representatives  of  the  people  are  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  exercising  powers  of  legislation. 
The  president  is  an  executive  officer,  appointed  in 


a particular  manner,  and  clothed  wilh  prescribed 
and  limited  powers.  It  may  be  thought  to  be  of  no 
great  consequence,  that  the  president  should  call 
himself,  or  that  others  should  call  him,  the  sole 
representative  of  all  the  people,  although  he  has  no 
such  appellation,  or  chaiacter  in  the  constitution. 
But  in  these  matters,  words  are  tilings.  If  he  is 
the  people’s  representative,  and  as  such  may  exer- 
cise power,  witnout  any  other  grant,  what  is  the 
limit  to  that  power?  And  what  may  not  an  unli- 
mited representative  of  the  people  do? 

When  the  constitution  expressly  creates  repre- 
sentatives, as  members  of  congress,  it  regulates, 
defines,  and  limits  their  authority. 

But  if  the  executive  chief  magistrate,  merely  be- 
cause he  is  the  executive  chief  magistrate,  may  as- 
sume to  himself  another  character,  and  call  himself 
the  representative  ol' the  whole  people,  w hat  is  to 
limit,  or  restrain  this  representative  power  in  his 
hands? 

I fear,  gentlemen,  that  if  these  pretensions  should 
be  continued,  and  justified,  we  might  have  many 
instances  of  summary  political  logic,  such  as  1 once 
heard  in  the  house  of  representatives.  A gentle- 
man not  now  living,  wished  very  much  to  vote  for 
the  establishment  of  a bank  of  the  United  States. 
But  he  had  always  stoutly  denied  the  constitutional 
power  of  congress  to  create  such  a bank.  The 
country,  however,  was  in  a state  of  great  financial 
distress,  from  which  such  an  institution,  it  wa3 
hoped,  might  help  to  extricate  it;  and  this  conside- 
ration led  the  worthy  member  to  review  his  opi- 
nions with  care  and  deliberation.  Happily,  on  such 
careful  and  deliberate  review',  he  altered  his  former 
judgment.  He  came,  satisfactorily,  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  congress  might  incorporate  a bank.  The 
argument  which  brought  his  mind  to  this  result 
was,  short,  and  so  plain  and  obvious,  that  he  won- 
dered how  he  should  so  long  have  overlooked  it. 
The  power,  he  said,  to  create  a bank,  was  either 
given  to  congress,  or  it  was  not  ghen.  Very  well. 
If  it  was  given,  congress,  of  course,  could  exercise 
it;  if  it  was  not  given,  the  people  still  retained  it, 
and,  in  that  case,  congress,  as  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  might,  upon  an  emergency,  make 
free  to  use  it. 

Arguments,  and  conclusions  in  substance  like 
these,  gentlemen,  will  not  be  wanting,  if  men  of 
great  popularity,  commanding  characters,  sustained 
by  poweiful  parties,  and  full  of  good  intentions  to- 
wards the  public , may  be  permitted  to  call  them- 
selves the  universal  representatives  of  the  people. 

But,  gentlemen,  it  is  the  currency,  the  currency  of 
the  country, — it  is  this  great  subject,  so  interesting, 
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and  upon  us.  Not  unforeseen,  not  unforetold,  here 
they  come,  bringing  distress  for  the  present,  and 
fear  and  alarm  for  the  future.  If  it  be  denied  that 
the  present  condition  of  tilings  has  arisen  from  the 
president’s  interference  with  the  reveune,  the  first 
answer  is  that  when  he  did  interfere,  just  such  con- 
sequences were  predicted.  It  was  then  said,  and 
repeated  and  pressed  upon  the  public  attention,  that 
that  interference  must  necessarily  produce  derange- 
ment, embarrassment,  loss  of  confidence  and  com- 
mercial distress.  I pray  you,  gentlemen,  to  recur 
to  the  debates  of  1832,  1833  and  1834,  and  then  to 
decide  whose  opinions  have  proved  to  be  correct. 
When  the  treasury  experiment  w as  first  announced, 
who  supported  and  who  opposed  it?  ho  warned 
the  country  against  it?  Who  were  they  who  en- 
deavored to  stay  the  violence  of  party,  fo  arrest  (he 
hand  of  executive  authority,  and  to  convince  the  peo- 
ple, that  this  experiment  was  delusive;  that  its  ob- 
ject was  merely  to  increase  executive  power,  and 
that  its  effect,  sooner  or  later,  must  be  injurious  and 
ruinous. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  fair  to  bring  the  opiniqns  of  po- 
litical men  to  the  test  of  experience.  It  is  just  to 
judge  of  them  by  their  measures,  and  their  opposi- 
tion to  measures,  and  for  myself  and  ihose  political 
friends  with  whom  I have  acted,  on  this  subject  of 
the  currency,  I am  ready  to  abide  the  test. 

But  before  the  subject  of  the  currency,  and  its 
present  most  embarrassing  state  is  discussed,  I in- 
vite your  attention,  gentlemen,  to  the  hiolory  ot 
executive  proceedings  connected  with  it.  I pro- 
pose to  state  to  you  a series  of  facts;  not  to  argue 
upon  them,  not  to  mystify  them;  not  to  draw  any 
unjust  inference  from  them;  but  merely  to  state  the 
case  in  the  plainest  manner,  as  I understand  it. — 
And  I wish,  gentlemen,  that  in  order  to  be  able  to 
do  this,  in  the  best  and  most  convincimr  manner,  I 
had  the  ability  of  my  learned  friend,  (Mr.  Ogden), 
whom  you  have  all  so  often  heard,  and  w ho  states 
his  case,  usually,  in  such  a manner,  that  w hen  slat- 
ed, it  is  already  very  well  argued. 

Let  us  see,  gentlemen,  what  the  train  of  occur- 
rences has  been,  in  regard  to  our  revenue  and 
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finances;  and  when  these  occurrences  are  stated  I 
leave  to  every  man  the  right  to  decide  for  himself, 
whether  our  present  difficulties  have,  or  have  not, 
arisen  from  attempts  to  extend  the  executive  autho- 
rity. In  giving  this  detail  I shall  be  compelled  to 
speak  of  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States;  but  I 
shall  speak  of  it  historically  only.  My  opinion  of 
its  utility  and  of  the  extraordinary  ability  and  suc- 
cess with  which  its  affairs  were  conducted  for  many 
years  before  the  termination  of  its  charter,  is  well 
known.  I have  often  expressed  it,  and  I have  not 
altered  it.  But  at  present  I speak  of  the  bank  only 
as  it  makes  a necessary  part  in  the  history  of  events 
which  I wish  now  to  recapitulate. 

Mr.  Adams  commenced  his  administration  in 
March,  1825.  He  had  been  elected  by  the  house  of 
representatives,  and  began  his  career  as  president, 
under  a strong  and  powerful  opposition.  From  the 
very  first  day,  he  was  warmly,  even  violently,  op- 
posed in  all  his  measures,  and  this  opposition,  as  we 
all  know,  continued  without  abatement,  either  in 
force  or  asperity,  through  his  whole  term  of  four 
years.  Gentlemen,  I am  not  about  to  say  whether 
this  opposition  was  well  or  ill-founded,  just  or  un- 
just. I only  state  the  fact,  as  connected  with  other 
facts.  The  bank  of  the  United  States,  during  these 
four  years  of  Mr.  Adams’  administration,  was  in  full 
operation.  It  was  performing  the  fiscal  duties  en- 
joined on  it  by  its  charter;  it  had  established  nu- 
merous offices — was  maintaining  a large  circula- 
tion, and  transacting  a vast  business  in  exchange. 
Its  character,  conduct,  and  manner  of  administra- 
tion, were  all  well  known  to  the  whole  country. 

Now  there  are  two  or  three  things  worthy  of  es- 
pecial notice.  One  is,  that  during  the  whole  of  this 
heated  political  controversy,  from  1825  to  1829, 
the  party  which  wms  endeavoring  to  produce  a 
change  of  administration,  brought  no  charge  of  po- 
litical interference  against  the  bank  of  the  United 
States.  If  any  thing,  it  was  rather  a favorite  with 
the  party  generally.  Certainly,  the  party,  as  a par- 
ty, did  not  ascribe  to  it  undue  attachment  to  other 
parties,  or  to  the  existing  administration. 

Another  important  fact  is,  that  during  the  whole 
of  the  same  period,  those  who  had  espoused  the 
cause  of  general  Jackson,  and  who  sought  to  bring 
about  a revolution  under  his  name,  did  not  propose 
the  destruction  of  the  bank,  or  its  discontinuance, 
as  one  of  the  objects  which  were  to  be  accomplish- 
ed by  the  proposed  revolution.  They  did  not  tell 
the  country  that  the  bank  was  unconstitutional; 
they  did  not  declare  it  unnecessary;  they  did  not 
propose  to  get  along  without  it,  when  they  should 
tai’ned  a’ny”sWir  ,V.\TpK*7niey  kepf  them  much  to 
tnemselves.  The  party,  as  a party,  avowed  none 
such.  A third  fact,  worthy  of  all  notice,  is,  that 
during  this  period,  there  was  no  complaint  about 
the  state  of  the  currency,  either  by  the  country,  ge- 
nerally, or  by  the  party  then  in  opposition. 

In  March,  1829,  gen.  Jackson  was  inaugurated. 
He  came  in  on  professions  of  reform.  He  announc- 
ed reform  of  all  abuses  to  be  the  great  and  leading 
object  of  his  future  administration;  and  in  his  inau- 
gural address  he  pointed  out  the  main  subjects  of 
this  reform.  But  the  bank  was  riot  one  of  them. — 
It  was  not  said  the  bank  was  unconstitutional.  It 
was  not  said  it  was  unnecessary,  or  useless.  It 
was  not  said  that  it  had  failed  to  do  all  that  had 
been  hoped  or  expected  from  it,  in  regard  to  the 
currency. 

In  March,  1829,  then,  the  bank  stood  well,  very 
well,  with  the  new  administration.  It  was  regard- 
ed, so  far  as  appears,  as  entirely  constitutional,  free 
from  political  or  party  taint,  and  highly  useful.  It 
had,  as  yet,  found  no.  place  in  the  catalogue  of 
abuses  to  be  reformed. 

But,  gentlemen,  nine  months  wrought  a wonder- 
ful change.  New  lights  broke  forth,  before  these 
months  had  rolled  away;  and  the  president  in  his 
message  to  congress,  in  December,  1829,  held  very 
dilferent  language,  and  manifested  very  different 
purposes. 

Although  the  bank  had  then  five  or  six  years  of 
its  charter  unexpired,  he  yet  called  the  attention  of 
congress,  very  pointedly,  to  the  subject,  and  de- 
clared:— 

1 . That  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank  was  well 
doubted  by  many; 

2.  That  its  utility  or  expediency  was  also  well 
doubted; 

3.  That  all  must  admit  that  it  had  failed  in  un- 
dertaking to  establish  or  maintain  a sound  and  uni- 
form currency;  and 

4.  That  the  (rue.  bank  for  the  use  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  would  ha  a bank  whjch 
should  be  founded  on  the  revenues  and  credit  of  the 
government  itself. 

These  propositions  appeared  to  me,  at  the  time, 
as  very  extraordinary,  and  the  last  one  as  starling. 
A bank,  founded  on  the  revenue  and  credit  of  the 


government,  and  managed  and  administered  by  the 
executive,  was  a conception,  which  I had  supposed 
no  man  holding  the  chief  executive  power  in  his 
own  hands  would  venture  to  put  forth. 

But  the  question  now  is,  what  had  wrought  this 
great  change  of  feeling  and  of  purpose  in  regard  to 
the  bank?  What  events  had  occurred  between 
March  and  December,  that  should  have  caused  the 
bank,  so  constitutional,  so  useful,  so  peaceable,  and 
so  safe  an  institution,  in  the  first  of  these  months 
to  start  up  into  the  character  of  a monster,  and  be- 
come so  horrid  and  dangerous,  in  the  last? 

Gentlemen,  let  us  see  what  the  events  were 
which  had  intervened. 

Gen.  Jackson  was  elected  in  December,  1S28. — 
His  term  was  to  begin  in  March,  1829.  A session 
of  congress  took  place,  therefore,  between  his  elec- 
tion and  the  commencement  of  his  administration. 

Now,  gentlemen,  the  truth  is,  that  during  this 
session,  and  a little  before  the  commencement  of 
the  new  administration,  a disposition  was  manifest- 
ed by  political  men  to  interfere  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  bank.  Members  of  congress  undertook 
to  nominate  or  recommend  individuals  as  directors 
the  branches,  or  offices,  of  the  bank.  They 
were  kind  enough,  sometimes,  to  make  out  whole 
lists,  or  tickets,  and  to  send  them  to  Philadelphia, 
containing  the  names  of  those  whose  appointments 
would  be  satisfactory  to  gen.  Jackson’s  friends. 
Portions  of  the  correspondence  on  these  subjects, 
have  been  published  in  some  of  the  voluminous  re- 
ports, and  other  documents,  connected  with  the 
bank,  but  perhaps  have  not  been  generally  heeded 
or  noticed.  At  first,  the  bank  merely  declined,  as 
gently  as  possible,  complying  with  these  and  simi- 
lar requests.  But  like  applications  began  to  show 
themselves  from  many  quarters,  and  a very  marked 
case  arose  as  early  as  June,  1829.  Certain  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  of  New  Hampshire  applied 
for  a change  in  the  presidency  of  the  branch,  which 
was  established  in  that  state.  A member  of  the 
senate  of  the  United  States  wrote,  both  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  bank  and  to  the  secretary  ofthe  treasury, 
strongly  recommending  a change,  and,  in  his  letter 
to  the  secretary,  hinting  very  distinctly  at  political 
considerations  as  the  ground  of  the  movement. 
Other  officers  in  the  service  of  the  government  took 
an  interest  in  the  matter,  and  urged  a change;  and 
the  secretary  himself  wrote  to  the  bank,  suggesting 
and  recommending  it.  The  time  had  come,  then, 
for  the  bank  to  take  its  position.  It  did  take  it, 
and  in  my  judgment,  if  it  had  not  acted  as  it  did 
act,  not  o n 1 v., . w.ft'jl ‘ V, ^ ll a ffi e1  f diiY1  a%aF&re„ofuit 
have  been  yielded  to,  entirely  inconsistent  with  a 
government  of  laws  and  subversive  of  the  very 
foundations  ofrepublicanism. 

A long  correspondence  between  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  and  the  president  of  the  bank  ensued. 
The  directors  determined  that  they  would  not  sur- 
render either  their  rights  or  their  duties  to  the  con- 
trol or  supervision  of  the  executive  government. 
They  said  they  had  never  appointed  directors  of 
their  branches  on  political  grounds,  and  they  would 
not  remove  them  on  such  grounds.  They  had  avoid 
ed  politics.  They  had  sought  for  men  of  business, 
capacity,  fidelity,  and  experience  in  the  manage- 
ment of  pecuniary  concerns.  They  owed  duties, 
they  said,  to  the  government,  which  they  meant  to 
perform,  faithfully  and  impartially,  under  all  admi- 
nistrations; and  they  owed  duties  to  the  stockhold- 
ers of  the  bank,  which  required  them  to  disregard 
political  considerations  in  their  appointments.  This 
correspondence  ran  along  into  the  fall  of  the  year, 
and  finally  terminated  in  a stern  and  unanimous 
declaration,  made  by  the  directors,  and  transmitted 
to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  that  the  bank  would 
continue  to  be  independently  administered,  and  that 
the  directors  once  for  all,  refused  to  submit  to  the 
supervision  of  the  executive  authority,  in  any  of 
its  branches,  in  the  appointment  of  local  directors 
and  agents.  This  resolution  decided  the  character 
of  the  future.  Hostility  towards  the  bank,  thence- 
forward became  the  settled  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment and  the  message  of  December,  1829.  was  the 
clear  announcement  of  that  policy.  If  the  bank 
had  appointed  those  directors,  thus  recommended 
by  members  of  congress;  if  it  had  submitted  all  its 
appointments  to  the  supervision  of  the  treasury;  if 
it  had  removed  the  president  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire branch;  if  it  had  in  all  things  showed  itself  a 
complying,  political,  party  machine,  instead  of  an 
independent  institution;— if  it  had  done  this,  I leave 
all  men  to  judge  whether  such  an  entire  change  of 
opinion,  as  to  its  constitutionality,  its  utility,  and 
its  good  effects  on  the  currency,  would  have  hap- 
pened between  March  and  December. 

From  the  moment  in  which  the  bank  asserted  its 
independence  of  treasury  control,  and  its  elevation 
above  mere  party  purposes,  down  to  the  end  of  its 
charter,  and  down  even  to  the  present  day,  it  has 


been  the  subject  to  which  the  selectest  phrases  of 
party  denunciation  have  been  plentifully  applied. 

But  congress  manifested  no  disposition  to  estab- 
lish a treasury  bank.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  satis- 
fied, and  so  was  the  country  most  unquestionably 
with  the  bank  then  existing.  In  the  summer  of 
1832,  congress  passed  an  act  for  continuing  the 
charter  of  the  bank  by  strong  majorities  in  both 
houses.  In  the  house  of  representatives,  I think, 
two-thirds  of  the  members  voted  for  the  bill.  The 
president  gave  it  his  negative;  and  as  there  were 
not  two-thirds  of  the  senate,  though  a large  majori- 
ty were  for  it,  the  bill  failed  to  become  a law. 

But  it  was  not  enough  that  a continuance  of  the 
charter  of  the  bank  was  thus  refused.  It  had  the 
deposite  of  the  public  money,  and  this  it  was  enti- 
tled to  by  law,  for  the  few  years  which  yet  remain- 
ed of  its  chartered  term.  But  this  it  was  deter- 
mined it  should  not  enjoy.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  session  of  1632-3,  a grave  and  sober  doubt 
was  expressed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in 
his  official  communication,  whether  the  public  mo- 
neys were  safe  in  the  custody  of  the  bank!  I con- 
fess, gentlemen,  when  I look  back  to  this  suggestion 
thus  officially  made,  so  serious  in  its  import,  so 
unjust,  if  not  well  founded,  and  so  greatly  in- 
jurious to  the  credit  of  the  bank,  and  injurious,  in- 
deed, to  the  credit  of  the  whole  country,  I can- 
not but  wonder  that  any  man  of  intelligence  and 
character  should  have  been  willing  to  make  it.  I 
read  in  it,  however,  the  first  lines  of  another  chap- 
ter. I saw  an  attempt  was  now  to  be  made  to 
remove  the  deposites,  and  such  an  attempt  was 
made  that  very  session.  But  congress  was  not 
to  be  prevailed  upon  to  accomplish  the  end  by  its 
own  authority.  It  was  well  ascertained  that  neither 
house  would  consent  to  it.  The  house  of  represen- 
tatives, indeed,  at  the  heel  of  the  session,  decided 
against  the  proposition  by  a very  large  majority. 

The  legislative  authority  having  been  thus  invok- 
ed, and  invoked  in  vain,  it  w7as  resolved  to  stretch 
farther  the  long  arm  of  executive  power,  and  by 
that  arm  to  reach  and  strike  the  victim.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  I was  in  this  city  in  May,  1833,  and 
here  learned  from  a very  authentic  source,  that  the 
deposites  would  be  removed  by  the  president’s  order; 
and  in  June,  as  afterwards  appeared,  that  order  was 
given. 

Now  it  is  obvious,  gentlemen,  that  thus  far  the 
changes  in  our  financial  system  were  effected,  not 
by  congress,  but  by  the  executive.  Not  by  law, 
but  by  the  will  and  power  of  the  president.  Con- 
gress would  have  continued  the  charter  nt  tt>e>  bank. 
Dm.  me  (irep.ucm  ncgauvecl  tile  bill.  Congress  was 
of  opinion  that  the  deposites  ought  not  to  be  removed, 
but  the  president  removed  them.  Nor  was  this  all. 
The  public  moneys  being  withdrawn  from  (he  cus- 
tody which  the  law  had  provided,  by  the  executive 
power  alone,  that  same  power  selected  the  place  for 
their  future  keeping.  Particular  banks  existing 
under  state  charters,  were  chosen.  With  these, 
especial  and  particular  arrangements  were  made, 
and  the  public  moneys  were  deposited  in  their  vaults. 
Henceforward  these  selected  banks  were  to  operate 
on  the  revenue  and  credit  of  the  government;  and 
thus  the  original  scheme,  promulgated  in  the  annu- 
al message  of  December,  1S29,  was  substantially 
carried  into  effect.  Here  were  banks  chosen  by 
the  treasury;  all  the  arrangements  made  with 
them,  made  by  the  treasury;  a set  of  duties  prescrib- 
ed to  be  performed  by  them  to  the  treasury,  and 
these  banks  were  to  hold  the  whole  proceeds  ofthe 
public  revenue.  In  all  this  congress  had  neither 
part  nor  lot.  No  law  had  caused  the  removal  of 
the  deposites;  no  law  had  authorised  the  selection 
of  deposite  state  banks;  no  law  had  prescribed  the 
terms  on  which  the  revenue  should  be  placed  in 
such  banks.  From  the  beginning  of  the  chapter 
to  the  end,  it  was  all  executive  edict.  And,  now 
gentlemen,  I ask,  if  it  be  not  most  remarkable,  that 
in  a country  professing  to  be  under  a government 
of  laws,  such  great  and  important  changes  in  one 
of  its  most  essential  and  vital  interests,  should  be 
brought  about  without  any  change  of  law,  without 
any  enactment  ofthe  legislature  whatever.  Is  such 
a power  trusted  to  the  executive  of  any  government, 
in  which  the  executive  is  separated  by  clear  and 
well  defined  lines,  from  the  legislative  department? 
The  currency  of  the  country  stands  on  the  same 
general  ground  as  the  commerce  of  the  country. 
Doth  are  intimately  connected,  and  both  are  sub- 
jects of  legal,  not  of  executive  regulation. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  the  writers  of  the  Fe- 
deralist, in  discussing  the  powers  which  the  con- 
stitution conferred  on  the  president,  made  it  matter 
of  commendation,  that  it  withdraws  this  subject  al- 
together from  his  grasp.  “Pie  can  prescribe  no 
rules,”  say  they,  “concerning  the  commerce  or 
currency  of  the  country.”  And  so  we  have  been 
all  taught  to  think,  under  all  former  administrations. 
But  we  have  now  seen,  that  the  president,  and  the 
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president  alon*,  dues  prescribe  the  rule  concern- 
ing the  currency.  He  makes  it  and  alters  it.  He 
m ikes  one  rule  for  one  branch  of  the  revenue,  and 
another  rule  for  another.  He  makes  one  rule  for 
the  citizen  of  one  state,  and  another  for  the  citizen 
of  another  state.  This,  it  is  certain,  is  one  part 
of  the  treasury  order  of  July  last. 

But  at  last  congress  interfered,  and  undertook  to 
regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  moneys.  It 
passed  the  law  of  July,  1836,  placing  the  subject 
under  legal  control,  restraining  the  power  of  the  exe- 
. cutive,  subjecting  the  banks  to  liabilities  and  duties 
on  th.:  one  hand,  and  securing  them  against  executive 
favoritism  on  the  other.  But  this  law  contained 
another  important  provision;  which  was,  that  all  the 
money  in  the  treasury  beyond  what  was  necessa- 
ry for  the  currant  expenditures  of  the  government 
should  be  deposited  with  the  states.  This  measure 
passed  both  houses  by  very  unusual  majorities,  yet 
it  hardly  escaped  a veto.  It  obtained  only  a cold 
assent,  a slow,  reluctant  and  hesitating  approval; 
and  an  early  moment  was  seized  to  array  against  it 
a long  list  of  objections.  But  the  law  passed.  The 
money  in  the  treasury,  beyond  the  sum  of  five  mil- 
lions, was  to  go  the  states;  it  has  so  gone,  and  the 
treasury  for  the  present  is  relieved  from  the  burden 
of  a surplus.  But  now  observe  other  coincidences. 
In  the  annual  message  of  December,  1835,  the  pre- 
sident quoted  the  fact  of  the  rapidly  increasing  sale 
of  the  public  lands  as  proof  of  high  national  pros- 
perity. H:  alluded  to  that  subject,  certainly  with 
much  satisfaction,  and  apparently  in  something  of 
the  tone  of  exultation.  There  was  nothing  said 
about  monopoly,  not  a word  about  speculation, 
not  a word  about  over  issues  of  paper,  to  pay  for 
the  lands.  All  was  prosperous,  all  was  full  of 
evidence  of  a wise  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment, all  was  joy  and  triumph. 

But  the  idea  of  a deposite  or  distribution  of  the 
surplus  money  with  the  people  suddenly  damped 
this  effervescing  happiness.  The  color  of  the  rose 
was  gone,  and  every  thing  now  looked  gloomy  and 
black.  Now  no  more  felicitation  or  congratulation 
on  account  ofthe  rapid  sales  of  the  public  lands;  no 
more  of  this  most  decisive  proof  of  national  pros- 
perity and  happiness.  The  executive  muse  takes 
up  a melancholy  strain.  She  sings  of  monopolies, 
of  speculation,  of  worthless  paper,  of  loss  both  of 
land  and  money,  ofthe  multiplication  of  banks,  and 
tbs  danger  of  paper  issues,  and  the  end  ofthe  canto, 
the  catastrophe,  is  that  lands  shall  no  longer  be 
sold  but  for  gold  and  silver  alone.  The  object  of 
all  thi3  is  clear  enough.  It  was  to  diminish  the 
income  from  the  public  lands.  Rut  no  desire  for 
such  a diminution  had  been  manifested,  so  long  .as 
the  money  was  likely  to  be  suffered  to  remain  in 
the  treasury.  But  a growing  conviction  that  some 
other  disposition  must  be  made  of  the  surplus, 
awakened  attention  to  the  means  of  preventing  that 
surplus. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  last  session,  gentlemen, 
a proposition  was  brought  forward  in  congress  for 
such  an  alteration  of  the  law,  as  should  admit  pay- 
ment for  public  lands  to  be  made  in  nothing  but 
gold  and  silver.  The  mover  voted  for  his  own 
proposition;  but  I do  not  recollect  that  any  other 
member  concurred  in  the  vote.  The  proposition 
was  rejected  at  once;  but,  as  in  other  cases,  that 
which  congress  refused  to  do,  the  executive  power 
did.  Ten  days  after  congress  adjourned,  having  had 
this  matter  before  it,  and  having  refused  to  act 
upon  it,  by  making  any  alteration  in  the  existing 
laws,  a treasury  order  was  issued,  commanding  that 
very  thing  to  be  dona  which  congress  had  been  re- 
quested to  do  and  had  refused  to  do.  Just  as  in  the 
case  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  the  executive 
power  acted,  in  this  case  also,  against  the  known, 
well  understood,  and  recently  expressed  will  ofthe 
representatives  of  th?  people.  There  never  has 
been  a moment  when  the  legislative  will  would 
have  sanctioned  the  object  of  that  order.  Probably 
never  a moment  in  which  any  twenty  individual 
members  of  congress  would  have  concurred  in  it. 
The  act  was  done  without  the  assent  of  congress, 
and  against  the  well  known  opinion  of  congress. 
T i 1 at  act  altered  the  law  of  the  land,  or  purports  to 
alter  it,  against  the  well  known  will  of  the  law  mak- 
ing power. 

For  one,  I conf ’ss  I see  no  authority  whatever  in 
the  constitution,  or  in  any  law,  for  this  treasury 
order.  Those  who  have  undertaken  to  maintain  it, 
have  placed  it  on  grounds  not  only  different  but  in- 
consistent and  contradictory.  The  reason  which 
one  gives,  another  rejects;  one  confutes  what  another 
argues.  With  one  it  is  the  joint  resolution  of  1816 
which  gave  the  authority;  with  another  it  is  the  law 
of  1320;  with  a third  it  is  the  general  superintend- 
ing power  of  the  president;  and  this  last  argument, 
since  it  resolves  itself  into  mere  power  without 
sfopping  to  point  out  the  sources  of  that  power,  is 
not  only  the  shortest,  but  in  truth  the  most  just. 


He  is  the  most  sensible  as  well  as  the  most  candid 
reasoncr,  in  my  opinion,  who  places  this  treasury 
order  on  the  ground  of  the  pleasure  of  the  executive, 
and  stops  there.  I regard  the  joint  resolution  of 
1816  as  mandatory;  as  prescribing  a legal  rule;  as 
putting  this  subject,  in  which  all  have  so  deep  an 
interest,  beyond  the  caprice,  or  the  arbitrary  plea- 
sure, or  the  discretion,  ofthe  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. I believe  there  is  not  the  slightest  legal  au- 
thority, either  in  that  officer  or  in  the  president,  to 
make  a distinction,  and  to  say  that  paper  may  be 
received  for  debts  at  the  custom  house,  but  that 
gold  and  silver  only  shall  be  received  at  the  land 
offices.  And  now  for  the  sequel. 

At  the  commencement  ofthe  last  session,  as  you 
know,  gentlemen,  a resolution  was  brought  forward 
in  the  senate  for  annulling  and  abrogating  this  or- 
der, by  Mr.  Ewing,  a gentleman  of  much  intelli- 
gence, of  sound  principles,  of  vigorous  and  energe- 
tic character,  whose  loss  from  the  service  of  the 
country,  I regard  as  a public  misfortune.  The 
whig  members  all  supported  this  resolution,  and  all 
the  members,  I believe,  with  the  exception  of  some 
five  or  six,  were  very  anxious,  in  some  way,  to  get 
rid  ofthe  treasury  order.  But  Mr.  Ewing’s  resolu- 
tion was  too  direct.  It  was  deemed  a pointed  and 
ungracious  attack  on  executive  policy.  Therefore 
it  must  be  softened,  modified,  qualified,  made  to 
sound  less  harsh  to  the  ears  of  men  in  power,  and 
to  assume  a plausible,  polished,  inoffensive  charac- 
ter. It  was  accordingly  put  into  the  plastic  hands 
of  the  friends  of  the  executive  to  be  moulded  and 
fashioned,  so  that  it  might  have  the  effect  of  ridding 
the  country  of  the  obnoxious  order,  and  yet  not  ap- 
pear to  question  executive  infallibility.  All  this  did 
not  answer.  The  late  president  is  not  a man  to  be 
satisfied  with  soft  words;  and  he  saw  in  the  mea- 
sure, even  as  it  passed  the  two  houses,  a substantial 
repeal  of  the  order.  He  is  a man  of  boldness,  and 
decision;  and  he  respects  boldness  and  decision,  in 
others.  If  you  are  his  friend,  he  expects  no  flinch- 
ing; and  if  you  are  his  adversary,  he  repects  you 
none  the  less,  for  carrying  your  opposition  to  the 
full  limits  of  honorable  warfare. 

Gentlemen,  I most  sincerely  regret  the  course  of 
the  president,  in  regard  to  this  bill,  and  certainly 
most  highly  disapprove  it.  But  I do  not  suffer  the 
mortification  of  having  attempted  to  disguise  and 
garnish  it,  in  order  to  make  it  acceptable,  and  of 
still  finding  it  thrown  back  in  my  face.  All  that 
was  obtained  by  this  ingenious,  diplomatic  and  over- 
courteous  mode  of  enacting  a law,  was  a response 
from  the  president  and  the  attorney  general,  that 
the  bill  in  question  was  obscure,  ill-penned,  and  not 
easy  to  be  understood.  The  bill  therefore  was  nei- 
ther approved,  nor  negatived.  If  it  had  been  ap- 
proved, the  treasury  order  would  have  been  annul- 
led, though  in  a clumsy  and  objectionable  manner. 
If  it  had  been  negatived,  and  returned  to  congress, 
no  doubt  it  would  have  been  passed  by  two-thirds 
of  both  houses,  and  in  that  way  become  a law,  and 
abrogated  the  order.  But  it  was  not  approved,  it 
was  not  returned;  it  was  retained.  It  had  passed 
the  senate  in  season;  it  had  been  sent  to  the  house 
in  season;  but  there  it  was  suffered  to  lie  so  long' 
without  being  called  up,  that  it  was  completely  in 
the  power  of  the  president,  when  it  finally  passed 
that  body;  since  he  is  not  obliged  to  return  bills, 
which  he  does  not  approve,  if  not  presented  to  him 
ten  days  before  the  end  of  the  session.  The  bill 
was  lost,  therefore,  and  the  treasury  order  remains 
in  force.  Here  again  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, in  both  houses  of  congress,  by  majorities  al- 
most unprecedented,  endeavored  to  abolish  this  ob- 
noxious order.  On  hardly  any  subject  indeed,  has 
opinion  been  so  unanimous,  either  in,  or  out  of  con- 
gress. Yet  the  order  remains. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  I ask  you,  and  I ask  all 
men  who  have  not  voluntarily  surrendered  all  pow- 
er and  all  right  of  thinking  for  themselves,  whether, 
from  1S32  to  the  present  moment,  the  executive 
authority  has  not  effectualy  superseded  the  power 
of  congress,  thwarted  the  will  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  and  even  of  the  people  themselves, 
and  taken  the  whole  subject  of  the  currency  into 
its  own  grasp?  In  1332,  congress  desired  to  conti- 
nue the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  a majority 
of  the  people  desired  it  also;  but  the  president  op- 
posed it,  and  his  will  prevailed.  In  1833,  congress 
refused  to  remove  the  deposites;  the  president  re- 
solved upon  it,  however,  and  his  will  prevailed. — 
Congress  has  never  been  willing  to  make  a bank, 
founded  on  the  money  and  credit  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  administered,  of  course,  by  executive 
hands;  but  this  was  the  president’s  object,  and  he 
attained  it,  in  a great  measure,  by  the  treasury  se- 
lection of  deposite  banks.  In  this  particular,  there- 
fore, to  a great  extent,  his  will  prevailed.  In  1836, 
congress  refused  to  confine  the  receipts  for  public 
lands  to  gold  and  silver;  but  the  president  willed  it, 
and  his  will  prevailed.  In  1837,  both  houses  of 


congress,  by  more  than  two-thirds,  passed  a bill  for 
restoring  the  former  state  of  things  by  annulling  the 
treasury  order;  but  the  president  willed,  notwith- 
standing, that  the  order  should  remain  in  force,  and 
his  wili  again  prevailed.  I repeat  the  question, 
therefore,  and  I would  put  it  earnestly  to  every  in- 
telligent man,  to  every  lover  of  our  constitutional 
liberty- — are  we  under  the  dominion  of  the  law?  or 
has  the  effectual  government  of  the  country,  at  least 
in  all  that  regards  the  greatest  interest  of  the  cur- 
rency, been  in  a single  hand? 

Gentlemen,  I have  done  with  the  narrative  of 
events  and  measures.  I have  done  with  the  history 
of  these  successive  steps  in  the  progress  of  execu- 
tive power,  towards  a complete  control  over  the 
revenue  and  the  curreney. 

The  result  is  now  all  before  us.  These  pretend- 
ed reforms,  these  extraordinary  exercises  of  power 
from  an  extraordinary  zeal  for  the  good  of  the  peo- 
ple— what  have  they  brought  us  to. 

In  1829,  the  currency  was  declared  to  be  neither 
sound  nor  uniform;  a proposition  in  my  judgment, 
altogether  at  variance  with  the  fact,  because  I do 
believe  there  never  was  a country,  of  equal  extent, 
in  which  paper  formed  any  part  ofthe  circulation, 
that  possesed  a currency  so  sound,  so  uniform,  so 
convenient,  and  so  perfect  in  all  respects,  as  the  cur- 
rency of  this  country,  at  the  moment  of  the  delivery 
of  that  message  in  1829. 

But  how  is  it  now?  AVhere  has  the  improvement 
brought  it?  What  has  reform  done?  What  has  the 
great  cry  for  hard  money  accomplished?  Is  the 
currency  uniform  now?  Is  money  in  New  Orleans 
now  as  good,  or  nearly  so,  as  money  in  New  York? 
Are  exchanges  at  par,  or  only  at  the  same  low  rates, 
as  in  1829,  and  other  years?  Every  one  here  knows 
that  all  the  benefits  of  this  experiment  are  but  in- 
jury and  oppression;  all  this  reform  but  aggravated 
distress. 

And  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  currency,  how  does 
that  stand?  Are  the  causes  of  alarm  less  now  than 
in  1829?  Is  there  less  bank  paper  in  circulation?  Is 
there  less  fear  of  a general  catastrophe?  Is  property 
more  secure,  or  industry  more  certain  of  its  reward? 
We  all  know,  gentlemen,  that  during  all  this  pre- 
tended warfare  against  all  banks,  banks  have  vastly 
increased.  Millions  upon  millions  of  bank  paper 
have  been  added  to  the  circulation.  Every  where, 
and  no  where  so  much  as  where  the  present  admi- 
nistration, and  its  measures,  have  been  most  zealous- 
ly supported,  banks  have  multiplied  under  state  au- 
thority, since  the  decree  was  made  that  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  should  be  suffered  to  expire. 
Look  at  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Louisiana,  Virginia, 
and  other  states.  Do  we  not  see  that  banking  ca- 
pital and  bank  paper  are  enormously  increasing? 
The  opposition  to  banks,  therefore,  so  much  pro- 
fessed, whether  it  be  real,  or  whether  it  be  but  pre- 
tended, has  not  restrained  either  their  number  or 
the  issues  of  paper.  Both  have  vastly  increased. 

And  now  a word  or  two,  gentlemen,  upon  this  hard 
money  scheme,  and  the  fancies,  and  the  delusions, 
to  which  it  has  given  birth.  Gentlemen  this  is  a 
subject  of  delicacy,  and  one  which  it  is  difficult  to 
treat  with  sufficient  caution,  in  a popular  and  occa- 
sional address  like  this.  I profess  to  be  a bullionist, 
in  the  usual  and  accepted  sense  of  that  wrord.  1 
am  for  a specie  basis  for  our  circulation,  and  for 
specie  as  a part  ofthe  circulation,  s'o  far  as  it  may 
be  practicable  and  convenient.  I am  for  giving  no 
value  to  paper,  merely  as  paper.  I abhor  paper; 
that  is  to  say  irredeemable  paper,  paper  that  may 
not  be  converted  into  gold  or  silver  at  the  will  of 
the  holder.  But  while  I hold  to  all  this,  I believe, 
also,  that  an  exclusive  gold  and  silver  circulation  is 
an  utter  impossibility  in  the  present  state  of  this 
country  and  of  the  world.  We  shall  none  of  us 
ever  see  it:  and  it  is  credulity  and  folly,  in  my  opi- 
nion, to  act  under  any  such  hope  or  expectation. 
The  states  will  make  banks,  and  these  will  issue 
paper;  and  the  longer  the  government  of  the  United 
States  neglects  its  duty  in  regard  to  measures  for 
regulating  the  currency,  the  greater  will  be  the 
amount  of  bank  paper,  overspreading  the  country. 
Of  this  I entertain  not  a particle  of  doubt. 

While  I thus  hold  to  be  absolute  and  indispensable 
necessity  of  gold  and  silver,  as  the  foundation  of  our 
circulation,  I yet  think  nothing  more  absurd  and 
preposterous,  than  unnatural  and  strained  efforts  to 
import  specie.  There  is  but  so  much  specie  in  the 
world,  and  its  amount  cannot  be  greatly  or  suddenly 
increased.  Indeed,  there  are  reasons  for  supposing 
that  its  amount  has  recently  diminished,  by  the 
quantity  used  in  manufactures,  and  by  the  dimi- 
nished products  of  the  mines.  The  existing  amount 
of  specie,  however,  must  support  the  paper  circula- 
tions, and  the  systems  of  currency,  not  of  the  U. 
States  only,  but  of  other  nations  also.  One  of  its 
great  uses  is  to  pass  from  country  to  country,  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  occasional  balances  in  com- 
mercial transactions.  It  always  finds  its  way,  na- 
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turally  and  easily  to  places  where  it  is  needed  for 
these  uses.  But  to  take  extraordinary  pains  to 
bring  it  where  the  course  of  trade  does  not  bring  it, 
where  the  state  of  debt  and  credit  does  not  require 
it  to  be,  and  then  to  endeavor,  by  other  regulations, 
treasury  orders,  accumulations  at  the  mint,  and 
other  contrivances,  there  to  retain  it,  is  a course  of 
policy,  bordering,  as  it  appears  to  me,  on  political 
insanity.  It  is  boasted  that  we  have  seventy-five 
or  eighty  millions  of  specie  now  in  the  country. 
But  what  more  senseless,  what  more  absurd  than 
this  boast,  if  there  is  a balance  against  us  abroad,  of 
which  payment  is  desired,  sooner  than  remittances 
of  our  own  products  are  likely  to  make  the  pay- 
ment? What  more  miserable  than  to  boast  of  hav- 
ing that  which  is  not  ours — which  belongs  to  others, 
and  which  the  convenience  of  others,  and  our  own 
convenience,  also,  requires  that  they  should  pos- 
sess? If  Boston  were  in  debt  to  New  York,  would 
it  be  wise  in  Boston,  instead  of  paying  its  debt,  to 
contrive  all  possible  means  of  obtaining  specie  from 
the  New  York  banks,  and  hoarding  it  at  home? 
And  yet  this,  I think,  would  be  precisely  as  sensible 
as  the  course  which  the  government  of  the  United 
States  at  present  pursues.  We  have,  without  all 
doubt,  a great  amount  of  specie  in  the  country,  but 
it  does  not  answer  its  accustomed  end;  it  does  not 
perform  its  proper  duty.  It  neither  goes  abroad  to 
settle  balances  against  us,  and  thereby  quiet  those 
who  have  demands  upon  us,  nor  is  it  so  disposed  of 
at  home,  as  to  sustain  the  circulation,  to  the  extent 
which  the  circumstances  of  the  times  require.  A 
great  part  of  it  is  in  the  western  banks,  in  the  land 
offices,  on  the  roads  through  the  wilderness,  on  the 
passages  over  the  lakes,  from  the  land  offices  to  the 
deposite  banks,  and  from  the  deposite  banks  back 
to  the  land  offices.  Another  portion  is  in  the  hands 
of  buyers  and  sellers  of  specie;  of  men  in  the  west, 
who  sell  land  office  money  to  the  new  settlers  lor  a 
high  premium.  Another  portion,  again,  is  kept  in 
private  hands,  to  be  used  when  circumstances  shall 
tempt  to  the  purchase  of  lands.  And,  gentlemen, 
I am  inclined  to  think,  so  loud  has  been  the  cry 
about  hard  money,  and  so  sweeping  the  denuncia- 
tions of  all  paper,  that  private  holding,  or  hoarding, 
prevails  to  some  extent,  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.  These  eighty  millions  of  specie,  there- 
fore really  do  us  little  good.  We  are  weaker  in  our 
circulation,  I have  no  doubt;  our  credit  is  feebler; 
money  is  scarcer  with  us,  at  this  moment,  than  if 
twenty  millions  of  this  specie  were  shipped  to  Eu- 
rope, and  general  confidence  thereby  restored. 

Gentlemen,  I will  not  say,  that  some  degree  of 
pressure  might  not  have  come  upon  us,  if  the  trea- 
sury  order  had  not  issued.  I will  not  say,  that  there 
has  not  been  overtrading  and  over-  production,  and 
a too  great  expansion  of  bank  circulation.  This 
may  all  be  so,  and  the  last  mentioned  evil,  it  was 
easy  to  foresee,  was  likely  to  happen  when  the  U. 
States  discontinued  their  own  bank.  But  what  I 
do  say  is,  that  acting  upon  the  state  of  things  as  it 
actually  existed,  and  is  now  actually  existing,  the 
treasury  order  has  been,  and  now  is,  productive  of 
great  distress.  It  acts  upon  a state  of  things,  which 
gives  extraordinary  force  to  its  stroke,  and  extraor- 
dinary point  to  its  sting.  It  arrests  specie,  when 
the  free  use  and  circulation  of  specie  are  most  im- 
portant; it  cripples  the  banks,  at  a moment  when 
the  banks,  more  than  ever,  need  all  their  means.  It 
makes  the  merchant  unable  to  remit,  when  remit- 
tance is  necessary  for  his  own  credit,  and  for  the 
general  adjustment  of  commercial  balances.  I am 
not  now  discussing  the  general  question,  whether 
prices  must  not  come  down,  and  adjust  themselves, 
anew  to  the  amount  of  bullion,  existing  in  Europe 
and  America.  I am  dealing  only  with  the  measures 
of  our  own  government,  on  the  subject  of  the  cur- 
rency, and  I insist  that  these  measures  have  been 
most  unfortunate,  and  most  ruinous  on  the  ordinary 
means  of  our  circulation,  at  home,  arid  on  our  ability 
of  remittance  abroad. 

Their  effects,  too,  by  deranging  and  misplacing 
the  specie,  which  is  in  the  country,  are  most  dis- 
astrous oil  domestic  exchanges.  Let  him  who  has 
lent  an  ear  to  all  these  promises  of  a more  uniform 
currency,  see  how  he  cm  now  sell  his  drafts  on 
New  Orleans  and  Mobile.  Let  the  northern  ma- 
nufacturers and  mechanics,  those  who  have  sold 
the  products  of  their  labor  to  the  south,  and  hereto- 
fore realized  the  prices,  with  little  loss  of  exchange, 
let  them  try  present  facilities.  Let  them  see  what 
reform  of  the  currency  has  done  for  them.  Let 
them  inquire  whether  in  this  respect  their  condition 
is  better  or  worse  than  it  was  five  or  six  years  ago 

Gentlemen,  I hold  this  disturbance  of  the  mea- 
sure of  value,  and  the  means  of  payment,  and  ex- 
change, this  derangement,  and,  if  I may  so  say, 
this  violation  of  the  currency,  to  be  one  of  the 
most  unpardonable  of  political  faults.  He  who 
tampers  with  the  currency,  robs  labor  of  its  bread, 
He  panders,  indeed,  to  greedy  capital,  which  is 


keen-sighted,  and  may  shift  for  itself;  but  he  beg- 
gars labor,  which  is  honest,  unsuspecting,  and  too 
busy  with  the  present  to  calulate  on  the  future. 
The  prosperity  of  the  working  classes  lives,  moves, 
and  has  its  being  in  established  credit  and  a steady 
medium  of  payment.  All  sudden  changes  destroy 
it.  Honest  industry  never  comes  in  for  any  part  of 
the  spoils  in  that  scramble,  which  takes  place, 
when  the  currency  of  the  country  is  disordered. 
Hid  wild  schemes  and  projects  ever  benefit  the  in- 
dustrious? Did  irredeemable  bank  paperever  enrich 
the  laborious?  Did  violent  fluctuations  ever  do 
good  to  him,  who  depends  on  his  daily  labor  for 
his  daily  bread?  Certainly  never.  All  these  things 
may  gratify  greediness  for  sudden  gain,  or  the  rash- 
ness of  daring  speculation;  but  they  can  bring  no- 
thing but  injury  and  distress  to  the  homes  of  patient 
industry  anil  honest  labor.  Who  are  they  that  profit 
by  the  present  state  of  things?  They  are  not  the 
many,  but  the  few.  They  are  speculators,  brokers, 
dealers  in  money  and  lenders  of  money  at  exhorbi- 
tant  interest.  Small  capitalists  are  crushed,  and 
their  means,  being  dispersed,  as  usual,  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  and  this  miserable  policy  hav- 
ing destroyed  exchanges,  they  have  no  "longer 
either  money  or  credit.  And  all  classes  of  labor 
partake,  and  must  partake  in  tile  same  calamity. 
And  what  consolation  for  all  this,  is  it,  that  the 
public  lands  are  paid  for  in  specie?  That  whatever 
embarrassment  and  distress  pervade  the  country, 
the  western  wilderness  is  thickly  sprinkled  over 
with  eagles  and  dollars?  That  gold  goes  weekly 
from  Milwaukee  and  Chicago  to  Detroit,  and  back 
again  from  Detroit  to  Milwaukie  and  Chicago,  and 
performs  similar  feats  of  egress  and  regress,  in 
many  other  instances,  in  the  western  states?  It  is 
remarkable  enough,  that  with  all  this  sacrifice  of 
general  convenience,  with  all  this  sky-rending  cla- 
mor for  government  payments  in  specie,  govern- 
ment, after  all,  never  gets  a dollar.  So  far  as  I 
know,  the  United  States  have  not  now  a single 
specie  dollar  in  the  world.  If  they  have  where  is 
it?  The  gold  and  silver  collected  at  the  land  of- 
fices is  sent  to  the  deposite  banks,  it  is  there  plac- 
ed to  the  credit  of  the  government,  and  thereby  be- 
comes the  property  of  the  bank.  The  whole  re- 
venues of  the  government,  therefore,  after  all,  con- 
sist in  mere  bank  credits;  that  very  sort  of  security, 
which  the  friends  of  the  administration  have  so 
much  denounced. 

Remember,  gentlemen,  in  the  midst  of  this  deafen- 
ing din  against  all  banks,  that  if  it  shall  create  such 
a panic,  or  such  alarm,  as  shall  shut  up  the  hanks, 
it  will  shut  up  the  treasury  of  the  United  States 
also. 

Gentlemen,  I would  not  willingly  be  a prophet  of 
ill.  I most  devoutly  wish  to  see  a better  state  of 
things;  and  I believe  the  repeal  of  the  treasury 
order  would  tend  very  much  to  bring  about  that 
better  state  of  things.  And  I am  of  opinion,  gentle- 
men, that  the  order  will  be  repealed.  I think  it 
must  be  repealed.  I think  the  east,  west,  north 
and  south  will  demand  its  repeal.  'But,  gentlemen, 
I feel  it  my  duty  to  say,  tiiat  if  I should  be  disap- 
pointed in  this  expectation,  I see  no  immediate 
relief  to  the  distresses  of  the  community.  I greatly 
fear,  even,  that  the  worst  is  not  yet.  I look  for 
severer  distresses;  for  extreme  difficulties  in  ex- 
change; for  far  greater  inconveniences  in  remit- 
tance, and  for  a sudden  fall  in  prices.  Our  condi- 
tion is  one  not  to  be  tampered  with,  and  the  repeal 
of  the  treasury  order  being  something  which  go- 
ernraent  can  do,  and  which  will  do  good,  the  public 
voice  is  right  in  demanding  that  repeal.  It  is  true, 
if  repealed  now,  the  relief  will  come  late.  Never- 
theless its  repeal  or  abrogation  is  a thing  to  be  in- 
sisted on,  and  pursued  till  it  shall  be  accomplished. 

This  executive  control  over  the  currency,  this 
power  of  discriminating,  by  treasury  order,  between 
one  man’s  debt,  and  another  man’s  debt,  is  a thing 
not  to  be  endured  in  a free  country;  and  it  should 
be  the  constant,  persisting  demand  of  all  true  whigs, 
— “rescind  the  illegal  treasury  order,  restore  the 
rule  of  the  law,  place  all  branches  of  the  revenue  on 
the  same  grounds,  as  to  the  means  of  payment, 
make  men’s  rights  equal,  and  leave  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country  where  the  constitution  leaves 
it,  in  the  hands  of  the  representatives  of  the  people 
in  congress.”  This  point  should  never  be  surren- 
dered, or  compromised.  Whatever  is  established, 
let  it  be  equal,  and  let  it  be  legal.  Let  men  know 
to-day,  what  money  may  be  required  of  them  to- 
morrow. Let  the  rule  be  open  and  public,  on  the 
pages  of  the  statute  book,  not  a secret,  in  the  ex- 
ecutive breast. 

Gentlemen,  in  the  session  which  has  now  just 
closed,  I have  done  my  utmost  to  effect  a direct  and 
immediate-  repeal  of  the  treasury  order. 

I have  voted  for  a bill,  anticipating  the  payment 
of  the  French  and  Neapolitan  indemnifications  by 
an  advance  from  the  treasury. 


I have  voted  with  great  satisfaction  for  the  re- 
storation of  duties  on  goods  destroyed  in  the  great 
conflagration  in  this  city. 

I have  voted  for  a deposite,  with  the  states,  of 
the  surplus  which  may  be  in  the  treasury  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  All  these  measures  have  failed, 
and  it  is  for  you,  and  our  fellow  citizens  throughout 
the  country,  to  decide  whether  the  public  interest 
would  or  would  not,  have  been  promoted  by  their 
success. 

But  I find,  gentlemen,  that  I am  committing  an 
unpaidonable  trespass  on  your  indulgent  patience. 

I will  pursue  these  remarks  no  farther.  And  yet, 

I cannot  persuade  myself  to  take  leave  of  you,  with- 
out reminding  you,  with  the  utmost  deference  and 
respect,  of  the  important  part  assigned  to  you  in 
the  political  concerns  of  your  country,  and  the  great 
influence  of  your  opinions,  your  example,  and  your 
efforts,  upon  the  general  prosperity  and  happiness. 

Whigs  of  New  York!  Patriotic  citizens  of  this 
great  metropolis! — Lovers  of  constitutional  liberty, 
bound  by  interest  and  affection  to  the  institutions 
of  your  country,  Americans  in  heart  and  in  princi- 
ple! You  are  ready,  I am  sure,  to  fulfil  all  the  du- 
ties imposed  upon  you  by  your  situation,  and  de- 
manded of  you  by  your  country.  You  have  a cen- 
tral position;  your  city  is  the  point  from  which 
intelligence  emanates,  and  spreads  in  all  directions 
over  the  whole  land.  Every  hour  carries  reports 
of  your  sentiments  and  opinions  to  the  verge  of  the 
union.  You  cannot  escape  the  responsibility  which 
circumstances  have  thrown  upon  you.  You  must 
live  and  act  on  a broad  and  conspicuous  theatre, 
either  for  good  or  for  evil,  to  your  country.  You 
cannot  shrink  away  from  public  duties:  you  cannot 
obscure  yourselves,  nor  bury  your  talent.  In  the 
common  welfare,  in  the  common  prosperity,  in  the 
common  glory  of  Americans,  you  have  a stake,  of 
value  not  to  be  calculated.  You  have  an  interest 
in  the  preservation  of  the  union,  of  the  constitution, 
and  of  the  true  principles  of  the  government,  which 
no  man  can  estimate.  You  act  for  yourselves,  arid 
for  the  generations  that  are  to  come  after  you;  and 
those  who,  ages  hence,  shall  bear  vour  names,  and 
partake  your  blood,  will  feel  in  their  political  and 
social  condition,  the  consequences  of  the  manner 
in  which  you  discharge  your  political  duties. 

Having  fulfilled,  then,  on  your  part  and  on  mine, 
though  feebly  and  imperfect  on  mine,  the  offices  of 
kindness  and  mutual  regard,  required  by  this  occa- 
sion, shall  we  not  use  it  to  a higher  and  nobler  pur- 
pose? Shall  we  not  by  this  friendly  meeting,  re- 
fresh onr  patriotism,  rekindle  our  love  of  constitu- 
tional liberty,  and  strengthen  our  resolution  of  pub- 
lic duty?  Shall  we  not,  in  all  honest37  and  sincerity, 
with  pure  and  disinterested  love  of  country,  as 
Americans,  looking  back  to  the  renown  of  our  an- 
cestors, and  looking  forward  to  the  interests  of  our 
posterity,  here,  to  night,  pledge  our  mutual  faith, 
to  hold  on,  to  the  last,  to  our  professed  principles, 
to  the  doctrines  of  true  liberty,  and  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  country,  let  who  will  prove  true,  or 
who  will  prove  recreant?  Whigs  of  New  York!  I 
meet  you  in  advance,  and  give  you  my  pledge,  for 
my  own  performance  of  these  duties,  without  quali- 
fication and  without  reserve.  Whether  in  public 
life  or  in  private  life,  in  the  capitol  or  at  home,  I 
mean  never  to  desert  them.  I mean  never  to  for- 
get that  I have  a country,  to  which  I am  bound  by 
a thousand  ties;  and  the  stone  which  is  to  lie  on  the 
ground  that  shall  cover  me,  shall  not  bear  the  name 
of  a son  ungrateful  to  his  native  land. 

CESSION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

DEBATE  IN'  SENATE,  THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  9. 

Mr.  Calhoun  introduced,  as  a substantive  proposi- 
tion, and  in  form  of  a bill,  the  amendment  be  had 
the  day  before  moved  to  the  land  bill;  which  pro- 
poses a cession  of  the  public  lands,  on  certain  con- 
ditions therein  specified,  to  the  states  respectively 
in  which  they  lie.  It  was  read  once,  and,  by  una- 
nimous consent,  received  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  he  wished  it  to  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  public  lands,  or  to  a select  com- 
mittee, as  the  senate  might  choose. 

Mr.  Robinson  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a select 
committee.  The  committee  on  public  lands  were 
already  burdened  with  business,  and  he  was  desirous 
that  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  presenting  his  whole  views  on  the 
subject  in  the  form  of  a report. 

Mr.  Walker  supported  the  motion.  He  thought 
that,  on  a minute  examination,  the  bill  would  not 
be  found  so  objectionable  to  the  old  states  as  had,  on 
its  first  presentation,  been  supposed.  He  believed 
it  to  be  demonstrable  that  the  new  states  would' ob- 
tain but  little  more  under  this  bill  than  under  a dis- 
tribution biil  formerly  proposed.  He  disclaimed 
any  desire  of  perpetrating  injustice  on  the  older 
states;  and  should  his  constituents  ever  desire  him 
I (which  he  knew  they  did  not)  to  advocate  a measure 
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of  spoliation  in  their  behalf  on  thb  common  property 
of  the  union,  he  would  resign  his  seat. 

Mr.  Niles  deprecated  the  introduction  of  any  new 
land  scheme.  No  report,  however  able,  in  favor  of 
this  measure,  would  ever  give  him  satisfaction. — 
This  was  one  of  those  unfortunate  questions  which 
divided  the  country  sectionally.  There  had  been 
but  too  many  of  them;  and  he  thought  it  better  to  let 
the  public  mind  settle  before  broaching  a new  one. 
When  the  fit  time  should  come,  he  was  prepared  to 
go  much  further  than  this  bill,  and  to  get  clear  of 
this  incubus  of  the  public  lands  altogether.  He  had 
voted  for  the  land  bill  with  no  small  hesitation,  and 
not  without  fear  and  trembling;  and  he  was  not  wil- 
ling to  add  one  experiment  to  another. 

Mr.  Webster  said  that  this  bill  looked  to  a matter 
of  vast  magnitude;  and  he  hoped  the  honorable  sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  would  not  consider  it  dis- 
courteous if  he  should  move  to  reconsider  the  con- 
sent by  which  it  had  been  read  a second  time  in  or- 
der that  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  might  take 
place  to-morrow,  when  they  might  have  a vote  upon 
it  by  yeas  and  nays;  but  he  was  not  willing,  for  one, 
that  the  bill  should  make  any  progress  in  the  senate, 
which  might  create,  out  of  doors,  the  expectation 
that  such  a measure  could  obtain  the  least  favor  in 
that  body.  He  was  himself  entirely  opposed  to  the 
proposition.  If  the  senate  would  consent  to  recon- 
sider, he  should,  on  to-morrow,  ask  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  its  second  reading,  and  no  more. 

Mr.  Calhoun  hoped  the  vote  would  not  be  reconsi- 
dered. The  subject  was  obviously  of  great  moment; 
and,  at  a period  very  shortly  to  come,  it  must  press 
itself  home  on  the  consideration  of  every  senator. — 
It  was  in  vain  to  expect,  on  a bill  of  this  magnitude, 
a naked  vote  by  yea  and  nay.  He  should  himself 
desire  to  be  fully  heard  in  it's  behalf,  as  he  doubted 
not  other  gentlemen  would  from  both  the  new  and 
the  old  states.  It  was  a matter  of  perfect  indiffer- 
ence to  him  in  what  form  his  views  should  be  pre- 
sented, whether  by  a speech  on  the  floor,  or  through 
the  report  of  the  committee.  A reference  and  re- 
port was  the  usual  course,  and  he  hoped  that  a bill 
of  this  character  would  notbe  treated  with  less  cour- 
tesy than  others. 

Mr.  Walker  demanded  the  yeas  ami  nays. 

Mr.  Brown,  advocated  the  motion  to  reconsider, 
and  deprecated  the  idea  that  the  opinion  should  go 
forth  that  this  government,  at  one  feel  swoop, 
would  seize  upon  the  whole  public  domain,  and 
transfer  it  to  the  new  states. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  was  desirous  of  saying  a few 
words  on  this  bill,  although  hi3  feelings  would  rather 
admonish  him  to  be  silent.  Four  or  five  years  ago, 
contrary  to  his  most  earnest  desire,  this  subject  of 
the  public  lanas  had  been  forced  upon  him.  With 
great  labor,  he  had  devised  a scheme  fraught,  as  he 
conceived,  with  equity  to  all  the  states,  according  to 
which  the  object  originally  designed  by  the  respec- 
tive states  which  had  ceded  this  domain  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  the  union  would  be  accomplished,  the 
proceeds  of  the  whole  divided,  and  an  additional  al- 
lowance made  to  the  new  states,  such  as  should  be 
called  for  by  their  increasing  population.  That 
scheme,  although  proceeding  from  a source  which 
had  now  no  influence  in  the  senate,  and  none  in  the 
country,  had  conciliated  the  favor  of  both  houses  of 
congress.  It  had  been  rejected  by  the  president. — 
Yet  a large  portion  of  the  country,  and,  as  he  be- 
lieved, a decided  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  were  notwithstanding  in  its  favor.  Mr.  C. 
said  that  he  had  ever  thought  this  public  domain  one 
of  the  most  sacred  of  all  the  sacred  trusts  confided  to 
the  general  government,  and  that  they  were  bound 
I to  take  the  utmost  care  of  it,  and  to  administer  it 
fairly  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  states  of  the  present 
generation,  and  of  posterity.  This  he  hail  labored 
to  do;  but  had  labored  in  vain;  and  now  a project 
was  brought  forward,  which  aimed  to  wrest  these 
lands  from  the  common  benefit  of  the  union,  and 
appropriate  them  to  the  use  either  of  a small  portion 
of  the  states,  or  of  snecnlators.  Mr.  C.  was  equally 
opposed  to  the  land  biil  now  before  the  senate,  and 
to  the  project  just  introduced  by  the  senator  from 
South  Carolina.  Indeed,  he  could  see  but  little  dif- 

Iference  between  them,  for  though  the  land  bill  be- 
fore the  senate  proposed,  as  its  avowed  objects,  to 
restrict  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  to  limit  the 
amount  of  the  revenue,  and  to  repress  speculation, 
it  embodied  principles  which,  in  spite  of  all  effort  to 
the  contrary,  would  continue  to  be  carried  out,  re- 
enacted, and  enlarged,  until  the  whole  of  the  public 
domain  would  he  swept  away.  In  view,  as  he  sup- 
posed, of  this  result,  the  senator  from  South  Carolina 

I proposed  at  once  to  divest  the  country  of  the  whole 
domain.  To  such  a measure  Mr.  C.  could  not  con- 
sent. He  must  do  his  duty  faithfully  and  honestly, 
though  it  might  be  unsuccessfully.  He  was  firmly 
opposed  to  the  project  already  before  the  senate,  and 
to  the  kindred  project  of  the  senator  from  South  Ca- 
rolina; and  did  he  not  fear  it  would  ha  in  vain,  he 


would  address  himself  to  his  brother  senators  on  all 
sides  of  the  house,  and  would  implore  them,  by  every 
consideration  of  love  to  their  country,  and  regard  to 
their  own  reputation,  not  to  allow  a matter  of  this 
weight  and  moment  to  be  made  an  object  of  party 
politics.  He  would  conjure  them  to  abstain  from 
appeals  by  the  new  states  to  this  or  to  that  party. — 
He  would  not  say  that  honorable  senators  were  actu- 
ated by  any  such  considerations,  because  it  would 
be  unparliamentary,  and  might  not  be  true  in  fact; 
but  he  would  ask  them  if  the  impression  had  not 
been  created  that  the  party-  now  dominant  in  the 
country  intended  to  appeal  to  the  new  states,  and,  by 
conciliating  their  favor,  to  perpetuate  itself  in  pow- 
er? He  would  ask  the  senator  from  South  Carolina 
whether,  after  such  an  impression  had  gone  abroad, 
any  gentlemen  were  there  found  offering  to  these 
states  still  better  boons,  those  who  should  do  so 
would  not  expose  themselves  to  the  suspicion  that 
they  were  engaged  in  a similar  design?  To  the  se- 
nators from  the  new  states  he  would  say,  was  it  an 
enviable  situation  for  them  to  occupy,  to  have  ap- 
peals of  this  kind  not  only  made,  but  openly  avow- 
ed, and  to  witness  proposals  on  which  they  were 
called  to  act,  involving  vast  pecuniary  advantages 
to  the  states  they  represented?  Was  it  not  inevita- 
ble, from  the  nature  of  the  object  in  question,  that, 
if  one  party  made  it  an  instrument  to  retain  political 
power,  another  party  would  b?  induced  to  do  the 
same  thing?  And  the  result  must  be  an  appeal,  by 
both  parties,  to  the  new  states,  by  the  sacrifice  of 
that  great  interest  which  ought  sacredly  to  be  pre- 
served lor  the  benefit  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  C.  said,  in  conclusion,  that  he  hoped  the  mem- 
bers of  the  senate  would  appreciate  those  motives 
which  laid  it  as  a duty  upon  him.  out  of  a regard  to 
the  value  of  our  public  domain,  and  the  purposes  for 
which  it  had  been  given,  to  say  thus  much  on  the 
present  occasion.  He  must  repeat,  in  conclusion, 
that  lie  should  oppose  himself  firmly  both  projects. 
H?  considered  them  equally  liable  to  exception,  and 
could,  as  he  had  before  observed,  perceive  but  little 
difference  between  them. 

Mr.  Calhoun  observed,  in  reply,  that  he  had  come 
there  with  a fixed  resolution  to  resist  all  attempts  at 
innovation  upon  our  system  in  relation  to  the  public 
lands;  and  he  might  add  with  no  small  hope  that  he 
should  ha  successful. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  took  it  as  rather  unkind,  though  he 
was  sure  it  had  not  been  so  intended,  that  the  sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  should  say  that  there  was  any 
analogy  between  this  bill  and  that  from  the  commit- 
tee on  the  public  lands,  which  Mr.  C.  had  strenu- 
ously opposed.  This  measure  reluctantly  forced 
upon  him  bv  the  necessity  of  the  ease,  had  been  in- 
troduced with  a desire  to  terminate  great  political 
evils.  He  did  assure  that  honorable  senator,  what- 
ever might  be  the  obligation  of  duty  which  he  felt  in 
opposing  this  measure,  a no  less  imperative  obliga- 
tion urged  Mr.  C.  to  bring  it  forward.  There  is, 
said  Mr.  C.  too  much  power  here;  the  tendency  of 
this  government  to  centralism  is  overpowering;  and 
among  the  many  powerful  instruments  which  can 
be  and  are  brought  to  bear  on  the  securing  and  ex- 
tending of  executive  power,  this  control  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  is  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  effectual. 
It  now  gives  to  any  administration  disposed  so  to  use 
it,  control  over  nine  states,  eight  certainly,  of  this 
union.  Those  states,  so  far  as  this  regulation  of  the 
public  lands  is  concern  °d,  are  the  vassals  of  this  go- 
vernment. We  are  in  the  place  of  a great  landlord, 
and  they  of  tenants;  we  have  the  ownersrnp  and  con- 
trol over  the  soil  they  occupy.  Can  there  be  any 
doubt  as  to  how  such  an  ascendency  will  be  used  in 
the  present  corrupt  state  of  the  country?  Is  there 
any  doubt  as  to  how  it  has  been  used?  or  that  the  in- 
fluence derived  from  it  is  a growing  influence?  We 
must  find  some  remedy  for  such  a state  of  things,  or 
sink  under  it.  It  is  in  vain  to  tell  us  that  the  sena- 
tors from  the  new  states  are  as  capable  of  giving  an 
independent  vote  on  measures  connected  with  the 
public  lands  as  those  from  the  old  states.  It  is  im- 
possible, in  the  nature  of  things.  Their  constitu- 
ents have  that  feeling  of  ownership  which  is  natural- 
ly inseparable  from  the  occupation  of  the  soil;  and 
it  must  and  will  control  the  action  of  tlicir  represen- 
tatives. 

And  now  I put  it  to  the  bosom  of  every  senator, 
whether  the  mere  moneyed  income  derived  from  the 
public  domain  is  to  be  compared  for  one  moment  to 
the  great  advantage  of  putting  these  senators  on  the 
same  independent  footing  with  ourselves?  I look 
with  sympathy  upon  their  condition,  and  I feel  very 
sure  they  will  be  liberated  from  it  with  joy.  Such 
I am  very  sure,  would  be  mv  feelings  in  the  like  cir- 
cumstances. So  long  as  there  was  no  attempt  to 
use  the  control  of  the  public  lands  for  purposes  of  a 
political  character,  their  condition  was  very  differ- 
ent; hut  since  this  has  been  swept  into  the  great  vor- 
tex of  political  influence,  their  situation  is  wholly 
changed.  I am  for  knocking  of  their  chains.  Sir, 


said  Mr.  C.  I have  on  a deliberate  view  of  the  whole 
case,  entered  upon  this  course,  and  I am  resolved  to 
go  for  this  measure  with  all  my  power.  I seek  not 
its  popularity  or  influence.  I had  rather  that  some 
other  individual  had  moved  in  it,  as  more  than  one 
senator  here  can  bear  me  witness;  but  none  would 
move;  and  I have  therefore  determined  to  proceed. 
I believe  the  time  has  arrived,  and  I am  resolved  to 
go  on  in  the  face  of  all  the  imputations  to  which  my 
motives  may  be  liable.  I have  often  done  my  duty 
under  very  difficult  circumstances,  as  all  who  hear 
me,  well  know.  As  to  popularity,  I despise  it.  I 
would  not  turn  on  mv  heel  to  obtain  it.  It  is  a 
fleeting  shadow,  unworthy  of  the  pursuit  of  an  up- 
right man.  No  sir,  I move  here  on  a conscientious 
conviction  of  a high  and  imperious  duty;  and  I shall 
therefore  go  forward  until  I have  effected  my  object, 
if  it  can  be  effected.  1 believe  it  will  prove,  in  its 
practical  results,  a great  blessing  to  the  country. — 
I am  convinced  no  stronger  measure  can  be  devised 
for  withdrawing  the  public  lands  from  the  great  game 
of  political  scrambling  and  gambling  for  the  presi- 
dency. 

As  to  the  details  of  the  bill:  I am  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  sum  demanded  from  the  new  states 
ior  the  cession  of  these  lands  should  be  moderate, 
especially  considering  that  they  will  be  charged 
with  the  whole  trouble  and  expense  of  their  adminis- 
tration; and  that  from  the  nature  of  the  human  mind, 
they  will  necessarily  have  the  feeling  that  they  pos- 
sess a better  right  to  these  lands  than  others,  from 
the  f?.ct  of  their  occupancy.  The  next  reason  is, 
that  we  may  prevent  any  disturbance  from  a feeling 
of  discontent,  hut  that  the  arrangement  we  make 
maybe  viewed  as  a liberal  one,  even  by  the  new 
states  themselves.  So  desirous  am  I to  effect  this 
object,  that  I will  consent  to  modify  this  feature  of 
the  bill,  by  inserting  almost  any  rate  per  cent,  which 
the  new  states  shall,  on  the  whole,  deem  most  pru- 
dent and  advisable.  Another  reason  why  I have  set 
the  bonus  at  a low  rate  is,  a desire  that  the  plan 
should  operate  as  a benefit  to  the  new  states.  I wish 
to  counteract  the  tendency  to  running  down  of  the 
price  of  land,  and  to  secure  its  sale  at  prices  calcu- 
lated for  the  benefit  of  all  parlies.  To  secure  this, 
I have  inserted  a provision  that  if  there  shall  be  any 
departure  from  this  condition  of  the  cession,  the 
grant  itself  shall  be  void,  so  as  to  make  it  a judicial 
qu  'stion. 

This  measure  is  not,  as  has  been  said,  a surren- 
dering of  the  public  domain  to  a few  states  of  the 
union.  The  lands  are  not  surrendered;  they  are 
ceded,  on  terms  by  which  this  government  will  make 
the  most  of  them,  even  on  a mere  calculation  of 
money.  But  1 hone  all  such  considerations  will  be 
held  as  entirely  secondary  and  subordinate  to  greater 
and  higher  interests.  All,  I am  confident,  feel  that 
there  must  be  some  remedy  devised  for  the  existing 
evils  connected  with  this  subject.  There  is  too 
much  action  here;  how  it  enures,  and  to  whose  ad- 
vantage, we  have  fully  seen.  It  is  the  great  evil  of 
patronage,  which,  if  not  limited  and  curtailed,  will 
render  perfectly  futile  all  efforts  to  preserve  the  li- 
berties of  the  country.  My  ideas  on  this  sub  ject  are 
well  known.  It  is  the  law  of  our  political  situation 
that,  as  our  territory  spreads,  and  our  population  is 
augmented,  the  action  at  the  centre  of  the  system 
must  be  diminished  more  and  more.  It  should  be 
confined  merely  to  the  sustaining  of  a harmoni- 
ous intercourse  of  the  several  portions  of  the  eon: 
federacy;  a harmony  of  parts  throughout  the  great 
and  wide  system.  I solemnly  believe  that  a know- 
ledge of  this  great  fundamental  law,  and  a steadfast 
adherence  to  it,  are  the  only  means  by  which  our 
freedom  can  he  preserved.  We  must  watch  the 
stealthy  advance  cf  power,  and  resist  it  step  by  step. 
We  must  not  suffer  every  power  of  this  government 
to  be  perverted  into  an  engine  forpresident  making. 
Let  us  apply  at  once  the  axe  to  the  root. 

These  are  my  motives  in  bringing  forward  this 
important  measure;  and  not  a grovelling  desire  of 
popularity,  or  any  reserved  hope  of  personal  benefit 
to  be  enjoyed  hereafter.  I hold  all  such  things 
light  as  air.  I seek  to  do  my  duty, and  to  preserve, 
so  far  as  I can,  the  liberties  of  my  country 

Mr.  Webster  said  it  was  because  he  had  thought 
it  more  respectful  lo  the  senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina to  move  a reconsideration,  than  to  make  a 
motion  to  lay  the  hill  on  the  table,  that  he  had 
moved  the  former.  But  if  that  gentleman  could 
not  consent  to  reconsider,  he  must,  however,  re- 
luctantly, he  compelled  to  move  that  the  bills  he 
laid  upon  the  table. 

After  some  conversation, 

Mr.  Robinson  withdrew  his  motion  for  a select 
committee,  and 

Mr.  Webster  renewed  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

( Which  motion  brings  up  the  whole  subject  for  dis- 
cussion.) 

He  did  this,  he  said,  with  a view  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  senate;  deairing  that  the  Ijill  might 
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come  up  to-morrow.  But  if  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina  was  disposed  to  enter  into  the  discussion 
on  the  present  motion,  it  could  proceed  in  that 
way. 

Mr.  Calhoun  thought  the  better  course  would  be 
to  commit  the  bill,  in  which  case  the  senate  might 
receive  not  only  a report  of  a majority  of  the  com- 
mittee, but  in  a separate  paper,  the  views  of  the 
minority  also.  Thus  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  on 
both  sides  would  fairly  be  spread  out  before  the 
senate  and  the  country. 

Mr.  Webster  objected  to  the  delay,  and  to  having 
any  impression  made  abroad  that  a majority  of  the 
senate  could  be  brought  to  look  favorably  on  such 
a scheme. 

Mr.  Walker  was  opposed  to  having  the  subject 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  public  lands,  be- 
cause a majority  of  that  committee  consisted  of 
members  from  the  new  states.  And,  however,  up- 
right and  honorable  might  be  their  intentions,  they 
would  be  liable  to  have  their  judgments  warped  by 
their  position  and  prejudices.  Mr.  W.  would  be 
unwilling  to  trust  his  own  judgment  on  such  a 
question.  He  should  greatly  prefer  that  the  bill  be 
sent  to  a select  committee,  so  organized  that  a ma- 
jority of  its  members  should  consist  of  gentlemen 
from  the  older  and  larger  states  of  the  union,  so 
that,  if  possible,  a plan  containing  the  general 
principles  of  this  bill  might  be  devised,  in  which 
all  parties  would  agree,  ft  was  no  new  proposition. 
It  had  been  made  long  ago.  Senators  from  the 
older  states  had  sustained  it  by  their  speeches,  and 
it  had  been  repeatedly  recommended  by  the  presi- 
dent. It  had  been  advocated  by  the  vice  president 
also;  by  Mr.  Tazewell,  and  by  the  venerable  Ma- 
con, who  advocated  a measure  even  more  liberal 
than  that  now  proposed.  Mr.  W.  hoped  that  the 
senate  would  neither  be  excited  nor  alarmed  by  ap- 
peals from  any  quarter.  He  had  no  idea  of  any 
definitive  action  on  the  subject  during  the  present 
session,  but  he  wished  that  a full  report  might  be 
obtained,  and  the  whole  subject  maturely  consi- 
dered. 

Mr.  Benton,  was  opposed  to  the  motion  for  recon- 
sideration, and  in  favor  of  a select  committee.  He 
approved  of  both  the  leading  principles  of  the  bill — 
the  cession  to  the  new  states — and  the  graduation 
of  price — but  not  of  ail  its  details.  He  was  unwil- 
ling to  bind  his  constituents  for  thirty  years,  as  the 
western  strength  would  be  very  soon  vastly  aug- 
mented. He  hoped  that  the  senators  from  the  old 
states  would  take  up  the  subject,  and  present  a re- 
port upon  it.  This  would  be  a preparatory  step, 
and  make  some  progress  towards  the  object  in 
view.  No  one  could  throw  his  eyes  over  the  union, 
without  perceiving  that  in  a very  short  time  some 
adjustment  of  this  matter  must  take  place.  Some 
of  the  senators  from  the  new  states  had  repeatedly 
jumped  up  and  declared  that  if  the  graduation  prin- 
ciple was  lost  at  this  time,  it  was  gone  forever. — 
Mr.  B.  was  not  to  be  so  discouraged.  The  more 
votes  they  lost,  the  more  confident  he  felt  of  ulti- 
mate success;  for  where  the  fundamental  principles 
of  a measure  were  good  and  sound,  he  had  often 
observed  that  the  darkest  period  of  its  hopes  was 
just  before  day.  The  more  gloomy  its  prospect  ap- 
peared for  a time,  the  more  sure  were  they  soon  to 
break  out  with  the  brilliancy  of  the  rising  sun.  In 
this  great  measure,  of  extinguishing  the  federal  ti- 
tle to  the  land  in  the  new  states,  (for  he  considered 
it  a parallel  measure  to  the  extinction  of  the  Indian 
title),  he  had  never  doubted  of  eventful  success. 
He  could  no  more  doubt  this,  than  any  future  event 
which  depended  on  natural  causes.  This  did  de- 
pend on  natural  causes — on  causes  fixed  as  nature 
herself- — viz:  on  the  increase  of  population  in  the 
west.  Those  states  must  in  a very  short  time  ob- 
tain a preponderance  in  the  national  councils.  If 
the  west  was  not  strong  enough  numerically  to  de- 
termine this  question  of  the  public  lands,  she  would 
accomplish  it  by  the  perfect  union  of  her  represen. 
tatives,  and  the  consequent  weight  of  their  influ- 
ence. He  had  always  told  his  constituents  that  the 
time  would  come  when  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  would  cease  to  be  the  local  legislature  of  the 
new  states,  to  whom  they  must  look,  and  on  whose 
pleasure  they  must  depend,  even  for  the  correction 
of  an  erroneous  entry  in  the  public  lands — a sort  of 
business  for  which  conga-ess  was  eminently  unfitted. 
Mr.  B.  was  not  going  to  enter  into  the  question  at 
this  time;  he  would  only  repeat,  that  he  looked  for- 
ward with  confidence,  to  the  extinction  of  the  fede- 
ral title  to  the  soil  of  the  western  states.  Six  years 
ago,,  the  attention  of  the  senate  had  been  strongly 
directed  to  that  subject;  and  there  was  at  that  time 
a pretty  general  expression  of  the  conviction  that 
tire  period  would  soon  arrive  when  this  thing  must 
be  decided;  and  that  whoever  should  be  able  to  ef- 
fect an  arrangement  of  it  on  just  and  equitable 
term3  would  be  entitled  to  be  considered  as  a bene- 
factor to  his  county.  Things  were  then  fast  verg- 


ing to  the  very  point  which  they  now  seemed  to 
approach.  But  a proposition  to  divide  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  land3  among  the  states  had  created  an 
interest  antagonistical  (“yes,  antagonistical”)  to 
that  of  the  new  states.  From  that  day  to  this  the 
doctrine  that  congress  is  to  sell  the  public  lands  for 
as  much  money  as  they  can  get,  arid  divide  the 
proceeds  among  the  states,  had  operated  as  an  in- 
ducement, especially  to  the  populous  states,  to  op- 
pose the  original  plan,  and  had  for  a time  checked 
the  current  of  public  opinion.  But  that  current 
was  now  recovering  its  force.  The  opposition 
which  checked  the  principle  of  graduation  and  pre- 
emption and  ultimate  cession  was  fast  running  out, 
and  things  were  reverting  to  their  old  channel.  He 
had  always  known  that  the  diversion  was  but  tem- 
porary, and  had  looked  with  anxiety  to  the  time 
when  the  new  senators  from  Arkansas  and  Michi- 
gan would  take  their  seats  in  that  chamber.  If, 
however,  they  could  not  yet  succeed,  all  they  had 
to  do  was  to  sustain  their  position,  and  not  think  of 
surrendering  because  they  had  been  once  whipped. 
We  will  wait  till  Wisconsin  comes  into  the  union; 
and  if  Oceola  should  ever  be  conquered,  till  Flori- 
da too  should  come  in.  Let  them  only  have  pa- 
tience, and  the  question  would  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  new  states.  He  said  this  not  in  a boastful 
spirit.  He  did  not  say  that  they  w'ould  take  the 
public  domain  on  their  own  terms.  He  should  be 
as  far  from  wishing  to  do  injustice,  when  the  new 
states  came  to  have  the  upper  hand,  as  any  gentle- 
man on  the  other  side  could  be,  now  that  the  old 
states  had  the  upper  hand.  He  hoped  that  the 
whole  subject  would  be  entered  upon,  with  the  de- 
sire of  bringing  it  to  a conclusion  that  should  be 
just  and  equitable  as  well  to  the  old  states  as  to 
the  new.  On  all  efforts  to  this  good  end  he  would 
pray  heaven  to  shed  its  auspicious  benedictions. 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  to  lay  Mr.  Webster's  motion 
of  reconsideration  on  the  table;  but  withdrew  the 
motion  on  request  of 

Mr.  Calhoun,  who  again  pressed  for  a select  com- 
mittee. The  time  for  action  had  arrived.  The 
measure  had  already  been  presented  to  the  public, 
and  could  not  be  unpresented.  And  he  wished  the 
country  to  hear  and  consider  the  arguments  both  for 
and  against  it. 

The  queston  on  reconsideration  was  now  put,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis, 
Ew  ing,  of  Ohio,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King,  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  Niles,  Page,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Rob- 
bins, Ruggles,  Southard,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster,  Wright — 29. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun,  Ew- 
ing, of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  King, 
of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  McKean,  Moore,  Mor- 
ris, Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Preston,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Tipton,  Walker,  White — 22. 

5«  the  senate  resolved  to  reconsider  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill,  and  it  is  therefore  before  the  se- 
nate on  its  first  reading. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  land  bill, 

Mr.  Calhoun  said:  I have  received  within  the 
last  forty-eight  hours,  a communication  from  the 
chief  magistrate,  connected  with  the  bill  now  be- 
fore the  senate,  of  such  a nature  that  duty  to  my- 
self, as  well  as  to  this  body,  renders  it  necessary 
that  I should  lay  it  before  the  senate. 

[Here  Mr.-C.  sent  to  the  secretary  the  letter  in- 
serted in  the  51st  volume  of  the  “Register,”  page 
390.] 

I do  not  intend,  (said  Mr.  C.)  in  what  I propose 
to  sav,  to  comment  on  the  character  or  the  language 
of  this  extraordinary  letter.  It  has  excited  in  my 
bosom  the  mingled  feelings  of  pity  for  the  weak- 
ness of  its  author,  contempt  for  his  menace,  and  hu- 
miliation that  one  occupying  the  office  which  he 
does  should  place  himself  in  a situation  so  unwor- 
thy of  his  exalted  station.  Nor  do  I intend  to  in- 
voke the  interposition  of  the  senate  to  protect  the 
privilege  attached  to  a senator  from  one  of  the  sove- 
reign states  of  this  confederacy,  which  has  been 
outraged  in  my  person.  I seek  no  aid  to  defend  my 
own  privileges;  and,  so  far  from  being  intimidated, 
I shall  be  emboldened  to  express  myself  with  great- 
er freedom,  if  possible,  to  denounce  the  corruption 
of  the  administration,  or  the  violation  of  the  laws 
and  of  the  constitution,  in  consequence  of  this  at- 
tempt to  restrain  the  free  exercise  of  th.e  right  of 
expressing  ray  opinions  upon  all  subjects  concern- 
ing the  public  interest,  secured  to  me  by  the  con- 
stitution. I leave  to  the  senate  to  determine  what 
measures  the  preservation  of  their  own  privileges 
demands. 

Much  less  do  I intend  to  comply  with  the  request 
or  demand  made  of  me;  demand  has  no  place  be- 
tween equals,  and  I hold  myself  within  my  consti- 
tutional privilege,  at  least  equal  to  the  chief  magis- 


trate himself.  I,  as  a legislator,  have  a right  to  in- 
vestigate and  pronounce  upon  his  conduct,  and  to 
condemn  his  acts  freely  whenever,  I consider  them 
to  be  in  violation  of  the  laws  and  of  the  constitu- 
tion. I,  as  a senator,  may  judge  him;  he  can  never 
judge  me. 

My  object  is  to  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to 
reiterate  what  I said,  as  broadly  and  fully  as  I ut- 
tered them  on  a former  occasion,  here  in  my  place, 
where  alone  I am  responsible,  and  where  the  friends 
of  the  president  will  nave  an  opportunity  to  correct 
my  statement,  it  erroneous,  or  to  refute  my  conclu- 
sions if  not  fairly  drawn.  I spoke  without  notes, 
and  it  may  be  that  I may  omit  something  which  I 
said  on  the  former  occasion  that  may  be  deemed  ma- 
terial, or  express  myself  less  full  and  strong  than  I 
then  did.  If  so,  I will  thank  any  senator  to  remind 
me,  so  that  my  statement  now  may  be  as  strong  and 
as  full  as  then. 

If  my  memory  serves  me,  I opened  my  remarks, 
when  1 spoke  formerly,  by  stating  that  so  many  and 
so  subtle  were  the  devices  by  which  those  w ho  were 
in  power  could  in  these  times,  fleece  the  people, 
without  their  knowing  it,  that  it  was  almost  enough 
to  make  a lover  of  his  country  despair  of  its  liber- 
ty. I then  stated  that  I knew  of  no  measure  which 
could  better  illustrate  the  truth  of  this  remark,  than 
the  one  now  before  us.  Its  professed  object  is  to 
restrict  the  sales  of  public  land,  in  order,  as  is  avow- 
ed, to  prevent  speculation;  and,  by  consequence, 
the  accumulation  of  a surplus  revenue  in  the  tr.  a- 
sury.  The  measure  is  understood  to  be  an  adminis- 
tration measure.  I then  stated  that,  so  far  liem 
preventing  speculation,  it  would,  in  fact,  but  con- 
summate the  greatest  speculation  which  this  coun- 
try had  ever  "witnessed — a speculation  originating 
in  a state  of  things  of  which  those  in  power  were 
the  authors;  by  which  they  had  profited;  and  which 
this  measure,  should  it  become  a law,  would  but 
complete.  I then  asked  what  had  caused  such  an 
extraordinary  demand  for  public  land,  that  the  sales 
should  have  mere  than  quintrupled  within  the  last 
three  yc-ars? — and  said  that,  to  answer  this  question, 
we  must  look  to  the  state  of  the  currency.  That  it 
was  owing  to  the  extraordinary  increase  of  bank 
paper,  which  had  filled  to  repletion  all  the  channels 
of  circulation.  The  secretary  had  estimated  this 
increase,  within  that  period,  at  from  six  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  individual  to  ten  dollars.  I believe 
the  increase  to  be  much  greater;  the  effects  of  which 
have  been  to  double  the  price  of  every  article, 
which  has  not  been  kept  down  by  some  particular 
cause.  In  the  mean  time  the  price  of  public  land 
has  remained  unaltered,  at  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  the  acre;  and  the  natural  consequence  was, 
that  this  excessive  currency  overflowed  upon  the 
public  land,  and  has  caused  those  extraordinary  spe- 
culations which  it  is  the  professed  object  of  this  trill 
to  prevent. 

I then  asked  what  had  caused  this  inundation  of 
paper?  The  answer  was,  the  experiment;  (I  love 
to  remind  the  gentleman  of  the  word.),  which  had 
removed  the  oidy  restrictions  that  existed  against 
the  issue  of  bank  paper.  The  consequence  was 
predicted  at  the  time;  it  was  foretold  that  banks 
would  multiply  almost  without  number,  and  pour 
forth  their  issues  without  restriction  or  limitation. 
These  predictions  were  at  the  time  unheeded;  their 
truth  now  begins  to  be  realized. 

The  experiment  commenced  by  a transfer  of  the 
public  funds  from  where  they  were  placed  by  law, 
and  where  they  were  under  its  safeguard  and  pro- 
tection; to  banks  which  were  under  the  sole  and  un- 
limited control  of  the  executive.  The  effect  was 
a vast  increase  of  executive  patronage,  and  the 
opening  afield  of  speculation,  in  describing  which, 
in  anticipation,  I pronounced  it  to  be  so  ample,  that 
Rothschild  himself  might  envy  the  opportunity 
which  it  afforded.  Such  it  has  proved  to  be. 

The  administration  has  profitedby  this  vast  patro- 
nage, and  the  prejudice  which  it  has  excited  against 
the  bank  as  the  means  of  sustaining  themselves  in 
power.  It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  remarks  in 
illustration  of  this..  The  truth  of  the  statement  is 
known  to  all  the  senators,  who  have  daily  witnessed 
the  party  topics  which  have  been  drawn  from  this 
fruitful  source.  I then  remarked  that,  if  rumor 
were  to  be  trusted,  it  was  not  only  in  a political 
point  of  view  that  those  in  power  had  profited  by 
the  vast  means  put  in  the  hands  of  the  executive  by 
the  experiment;  they  had  profited  in  a pecuniary, 
as  well  as  in  a political,  point  of  view.  II  has  been 
frequently  stated,  and  not  contradicted,  that  many,  in 
high  places,  are  among  the  speculators  in  public 
lands;  and  that  even  an  individual  connected  with 
the  president  himself,  one  of  his  nephews,  was  an 
extensive  adventurer  in  this  field  of  speculation.  I 
did  not  name  him,  but  I now  feel  myself  called  upon 
to  do  so.  I moan  Mr.  McLemore. 

Having  established  these  points,  I next  undertook 
to  show  that  this  biff  would  consummate  those  spe- 
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dilutions,  ami  establish  the-  political  ascendency 
which  the  experiment  had  given  to  the  administra- 
tion. In  proof  of  the  former,  I availed  myself  of 
the  declaration  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
public  lands,  who  had  stated  that  the  speculators 
lud  already  purchased  and  held  a vast  amount  of 
public  land,  not  less,  as  I understood  him,  than 
twenty-five  or  thirty  millions  of  acres,  and  that  if 
this  bill  did  not  pass,  the  scenes  of  the  last  two 
years  would  be  repeated  in  this  and  the  coming  year. 

I then  undertook  to  show,  from  the  showing  of  the 
chairman  himself,  that  these  speculations  would 
prove  ruinous  without  the  aid  of  this  bill.  He  had 
stated  that  the  annual  demand  for  public  land,  re- 
sulting from  our  increased  population,  could  not  ex- 
ceed five  millions  of  acres. 

Now,  assuming  that  the  quantity  on  hand  is  thirty 
millions  of  acres,  there  would  be  six  years’  supply 
in  thi?  hands  of  speculators,  even  if  tile  land  offices 
of  the  U.  States  be  closed;  and  that  if  the  bill  did 
not  pass,  according  to  his  showing,  it  would  take 
double  or  treble  the  time  to  dispose  of  the  lands, 
which,  in  that  case,  will  be  in  the  hands  of  specu- 
lators. All  must  see  the  certain  ruin,  in  that  event, 
of  those  who  have  borrowed  money  to  speculate  in 
land;  particularly,  if  the  sales  of  public  land  should 
be  free  and  open  to  every  one,  as  it  now  is,  to 
purchase  to  the  extent  of  his  means.  I next  show- 
ed that  the  contest  was  between  the  government,  as 
a dealer  in  public  land,  and  the  speculators;  that 
they  held  in  market  at  least  an  equal  quantity  in 
value  to  that  which  the  government  now  has  of- 
fered for  sale,  and  that  every  restriction  imposed 
upon  the  sales  of  government  land  must  of  neces- 
sity increase  the  advantages  of  its  rival  dealers. 

I then  showed  that  very  onerous  and  oppressive 
restrictions,  of  an  odious  character,  upon  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands,  would  be  imposed  if  the  bill 
should  pass.  No  one  thereafter  could  purchase 
land  of  the  government  without  a license — a license, 
in  my  opinion,  as  offensive  and  odious  as  would  be 
a license  on  the  press.  To  obtain  this  license,  the 
oath  of  the  applicant  was  required,  and  then  it 
could  only  be  obtained  on  payment  of  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  for  which  the  citi- 
zen may  now  receive  a grant  in  fee  simple.  After 
he  had  made  his  purchase,  under  the  authority  of 
his  license,  the  purchaser  has  to  comply  with  the 
condition  of  settlement  and  cultivation,  and  must, 
within  the  period  of  five  years,  prove  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  register  and  receiver,  who  are  made 
high  judicial  officers,  a compliance  with  these  con- 
ditions, before  he  can  receive  his  title;  and  if  he 
failed  to  comply,  by  accident  or  otherwise,  he  for- 
f.-its  both  his  money  and  the  land.  I stated  that 
this  was  a virtual  increase  of  the  price  of  the  public 
lands  to  the  actual  settler;  so  much  so,  that  any 
sober-minded  man  would  prefer  to  give  the  specu- 
lators two  dollars  per  acre  for  land  of  the  same 
quality,  to  giving  the  government  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  fora  license  with  these  oppressive 
conditions. 

Having  established  this  point,  I then  undertook 
to  show  that  it  would  increase  vastly  the  power  of 
the  government  in  the  new  states,  if  they  chose  to 
exercise  this  patronage  for  political  purposes.  That 
they  would  so  use  it,  we  have  ample  proof  in  the 
past  conduct  of  the  administration,  and  in  the  prin- 
ciples which  have  been  openly  avowed  by  its  friends. 
A former  senator  from  New  York,  high  in  the  con- 
fidence of  the  party,  and  now  chief  magistrate  of 
that  state,  had  openly  avowed,  in  his  place  on  this 
floor,  that  to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils,  for  which 
he  was  reprimanded  at  the  time  by  the  senator  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster),  in  a manner  worthy 
of  his  distinguished  talents.  Assuming,  then,  that 
the  power  would  be  exercised  with  a view  to  poli- 
tical influence,  1 showed  that  it  would  place  a vast 
number  of  the  citizens  of  the  new  states,  probably 
not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand,  in  a condition 
of  complete  dependence  on  the  receivers,  and  of 
vassalage  to  the  government. 

These  are  the  sentiments  which  I delivered  on 
a former  occasion,  and  which  I now  reiterate  to  the 
full  extent — omitting  nothing  that  is  material,  as 
far  as  connected  with  the  letter  of  the  president; 
and  for  the  deliver-/  of  which,  my  privileges  as  a 
senator,  an  1 those  of  this  body,  have  been  so  grossly 
outraged. 

Mr.  Grmiij  said  that  he  had  risen  not  to  say  any 
thing  respecting  the  letter  and  certificates  which 
Ind  been  read,  nor  of  the  feelings  of  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina  towards  the  president,  or  of  the 
president  towards  that  gentleman.  With  their  long 
continued  and  unhappy  differences  and  misunder- 
standings he  had  nothing  to  do.  He  should  rather 
say,  with  the  poet, 

Non  nobis  lantas  componere  lites. 

Hi  regretted  greatly  that  any  such  misunder- 
standing should  exist,  and  whatever  the  senate 


might  think  proper  to  say  or  do  in  the  case,  if  his 
judgment  approved  of  it,  he  should  cheerfully  as- 
sent. Something  certainly  was  due  in  justice  to 
the  senator  from  South  Carolina.  Mr.  G did  not 
so  understand  him  as  he  had  been  represented. — 
He  had  listened  attentively,  and  had  not  heard  any 
thing  from  that  gentleman  which  induced  him  to 
believe  that  any  intimation  in  his  speech  was  di- 
rected against  the  president,  personally  or  indivi- 
dually. The  charge  had  been  of  a general  character, 
and  much  in  the  language  now  stated.  That  which 
had  chiefly  arrested  his  attention  in  the  recapitula- 
tion now  made  was  the  connexion  between  Mr. 
McLemore  and  the  piesident  ot  the  United  States. 
Mr.  McLemore  was  one  of  Mr.  G’s  nearest  neigh- 
bors. He  could  not  say  that  he  was  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  that  gentleman’s  busi- 
ness, but  he  had  a general  impression  as  to  what 
it  was.  And  he  might  venture  very  safely  to  say 
that  Mr.  McLemore  had  not  borrowed  money  to 
speculate  upon  since  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 
Though  certainly  a man  of  great  wealth,  he  had 
enough  to  do  to  pay  his  own  debts,  nor  was  it  in 
his  power  to  obtain  as  much  accommodation  from 
the  banks  as  many  others  of  less  property  than 
himself.  Mr.  G.  did  not  believe  that  he  bad  any 
interest  in  the  proceedings  referred  to.  He  had 
been  a locator  of  land  for  others,  and  Mr.  G.  had 
heard  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  obtaining  $200 
for  every  tract  of  one  mile  square  which  he  locat- 
ed. He  did  not,  however,  speak  this  from  his  own 
knowledge.  From  all  he  knew  of  Mr.  McLe- 
more’s  affairs,  he  did  not  believe  that  the  opera- 
tions of  this  government  were  looked  to  by  him 
for  purposes  of  speculation.  The  remarks  of  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina,  which  he  understood 
to  relate  to  this  gentleman,  constituted  the  only 
part  of  his  speech  which  at  all  elfected  the  presi- 
dent. To  be  sure  it  was  impossible  for  Mr.  G. 
at  the  time  the  senator  was  speaking,  not  to  think 
of  certain  individuals  concerning  whom  he  had 
heard  reports  in  regard  to  speculation.  There  were 
individuals  high  in  office  who  were  said  to  be  con- 
cerned, but  Mr.  G.  had  not  understood  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina  a3  referring  individually  to  the 
president. 

Mr.  Calhoun  made  some  remarks,  very  imper- 
fectly heard  at  the  reporter’s  seat,  in  which  the 
name  of  Mr.  McLemore  was  mentioned,  but  what 
was  said  could  not  be  made  out.  Mr.  C.  was  un- 
derstood to  say  that  he  had  not  read  the  report  of 
his  remarks  in  the  Globe,  or  in  any  other  paper;  he 
had  often  done  so,  and  generally  found  them  very 
incorrectly  given.  Nor  was  this  surprising;  the 
situation  of  the  reporters,  and  the  noise  in  the 
chamber,  rendered  it  almost  impossible  that  they 
should  distinctly  hear  all  that  was  said.  The  repor- 
ter who  had  certified  in  this  case  sat,  he  believed, 
immediately  behind  him;  and  the  reporters  of  the 
Globe  were  never  in  the  habit  of  submitting  to  him 
any  of  their  reports  for  revision. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  that  Mr.  McLemore  was  no  re- 
lative of  the  president  by  consanguinity;  he  had 
married  the  daughter  of  John  DoiTelson. 

Mr.  Calhoun  did  not  impute  any  blame  for  what 
had  been  reported  in  the  Globe.  The  president, 
however,  had  thought  proper  to  take  up  that  re- 
port, and,  in  commenting  upon  it,  had  used  lan- 
guage which  no  gentleman  was  in  the  habit  of  em- 
ploying to  another,  and  which,  indeed,  was  more 
worthy  of  the  purlieus  of  Billingsgate  than  of  the 
manner  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  a great  nation. 

Mr.  Walker  said  he  should  make  no  remarks  on 
the  difficulty  which  had  arisen  between  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina  and  the  president.  He  had 
been  an  attentive  listener  during  the  speech  refer- 
red to,  and  had  not  understood  the  senator  as  mak- 
ing any  charge  against  the  president  personally. — 
The  charges  had  been  of  a general  nature,  connect- 
ing the  removal  of  the  deposites  with  the  system  of 
speculation  and  with  the  introduction  of  the  pre- 
sent bill.  . Mr.  W.  would  say  a few  words  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  this  bill  had  been  introduced.  An 
address  had  been  delivered  by  himself  in  1830,  in 
which  the  proposition,  now  embodied  in  the  bill, 
was  substantially  proposed:  the  address  had  been 
published,  and — 

Mr.  Calhoun  here  interposed,  and  disclaimed  any 
imputation  whatever  on  the  motives  of  the  honora- 
ble gentlemen  in  introducing  the  bill;  he  had  never 
doubted  for  a moment  that  they  were  honest  and 
patriotic,  and  that  the  honorable  senator’s  whole 
course  in  the  matter  was  prompted  by  his  zeal  for 
what  he  understood  to  be  the  interests  of  the  new 
states. 

Mr.  Walker  went  on  to  observe  that  the  measure 
1 did  not  originate  with  the  administration;  but  had 
in  the  first  place  been  suggested  in  the  address  re- 
ferred to,  and  had  again  been  called  up  to  public 
notice  during  a severe  canvass  in  his  own  state 
' during  the  year  1331.  It  had  no  connexion  what- 


ever with  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  That, 
on  the  contrary,  was,  lie  believed,  the  only  admi- 
nistration measure  which  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to 
oppose,  not  on  grounds  of  constitutional  law,  how- 
ever, but  on  those  of  expediency  alone.  Mr.  W. 
then  went  into  a defence  of  the  bill,  contending 
that  it  would  have  an  effect  the  very  reverse  of  that 
which  had  been  predicted  on  the  price  of  land  in 
the  hands  of  speculators. 

Mr.  Calhoun  would  merely  observe  that,  if  he 
had  been  led  into  error  in  supposing  that  the  funds 
derived  from  banks  had  been  used  for  purposes  of 
speculation  in  the  public  lands,  he  had  been  led 
into  it  by  the  president  himself,  who  had  said  so  in 
his  message. 

Mr.  Clay  rose,  and  said  that  he  had  waited  under 
the  expectation  that  the  senator  from  Mississippi, 
(Mr.  Walker),  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat,  or 
some  other  friend  of  the  administration,  would  make 
some  motion  founded  upon  the  letter  which  had 
been  laid  before  the  senate  by  the  senator  from 
South  Carolina.  And  if  now,  (added  Mr.  Clay , 
pausing, and  looking  around  the  senate),  any  friend 
of  the  administration  has  it  in  contemplation  to  sub- 
mit any  such  motion,  I will,  with  pleasure,  give 
way  that  it  may  be  made. 

That  most  extraordinary  letter  (continued  Mr. 
Clay)  has  filled  me  with  the  deepest  regret  and 
mortification.  Regret  that  the  illustrious  citizen 
at  the  head  of  the  government  should  have  allowed 
himself  to  address  such  a letter,  in  such  a spirit,  and 
in  such  language,  to  one  of  the  representatives  of  a 
sovereign  state  of  this  union;  mortification  that  the 
senate  of  the  United  States  should  be  reduced  to 
the  state  of  degradation  in  which  we  all  feel  and 
know  it  now  to  be.  That  this  letter  is  a palpable 
breach  of  the  privileges  appertaining  to  this  body 
by  the  constitution,  is  beyond  all  controversy.  It 
has  not  been  denied,  and  cannot  be  denied.  It  is 
such  a letter  as  no  constitutional  monarch  would 
dare  address  to  any  member  of  the  legislative  body; 
and  if  he  could  so  far  forget  himself  as  to  do  it,  it 
would  make  the  throne  shake  on  which  he  sits. 

We,  Mr.  President,  who  belong  to  the  opposition 
have  no  power  to  protect  the  privileges  of  this  body 
nor  our  individual  privileges.  The  majority  alone 
is  now  invested  with  authority  to  accomplish  those 
objects.  On  that  majority  rests  exclusively  the 
responsibility  of  maintaining  the  dignity  and  the 
privileges  of  the  senate.  And  I have  seen,  with 
great  surprise,  that  not  one  of  that  majority  has  risen 
or  appears  disposed  to  rise,  to  vindicate  the  privi- 
leges which  belong  to  the  senate.  All  of  them,  on 
the  contrary,  sit  by  in  silence,  as  if  they  were  ready 
to  acquiesce  in  this  new  invasion  of  the  rights  of 
the  senate  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
a co-ordinate  branch  of  the  government. 

I heard  with  satisfaction,  from  the  senator  from 
South  Carolina,  that  he  intended  himself  to  make 
no  motion  founded  upon  the  president’s  letter,  but 
should  leave  it  to  the  senate  to  protect  it*  own  rights . 
How  can  any  member  of  the  minority  offer  any 
motion  with  that  view,  after  the  doctrines  which 
were  brought  forward  by  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration during  the  debate  which  arose  on  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites,  and  which  have  been  more  re- 
cently maintained  during  that  on  the  expunging 
resolution,  and  supported  by  the  vote  of  the  senate- 
such  is  the  lamentable  condition  to  which  the  senate 
is  now  reduced,  how  can  the  majority  itself  bring 
up  any  such  motion?  According  to  those  doctrines"’, 
the  senate,  being  the  tribunal  to  try  the  president  in 
the  event  of  an  impeachment,  has  no  power  or  right 
to  express  any  opinion  whatever  on  the  constitu- 
tionality of  any  act  which  he  may  perform.  He 
may  insult  the  body  or  its  members;  he  may  enter 
this  chamber  with  an  armed  force,  disperse  the 
members,  and  imprison  them;  hut  we  must  submit 
without  murmur  or  complaint,  and  patiently  wait 
until  the  majority  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
composed  of  his  friends,  shall  vote  an  impeachment 
against  him;  which,  if  it  were  possible  for  them  to 
do,  there  stands  here  a majority,  composed  also  of 
his  friends,  ready  to  acquit  him! 

Let  those  who  have  contributed  to  produce  the 
present  unhappy  state  of  things  who  have  stript  the 
other  branches  of  the  government  of  their  powers, 
one  by  one,  and  piled  them  on  the  executive,  until 
it  has  become  practically  the  supreme  power,  an- 
swer for  what  they  have  done.  Under  all  the  re- 
sponsibility with  which  they  stand  to  our  God  and 
our  country,  let  them  respond  for  this  flagrant  viola- 
tion of  the  constitutional  privileges  of  the  senate. 
As  for  us,  the  poor  privilege  only  remains  of  an- 
nouncing to  the  people  and  to  the  states  that  the  se- 
nate, once  a great  bulwark  of  the  public  liberty,  by 
a succession  of  encroachments,  is  now  placed  at  the 
mercy  of  the  executive,  exposed  to  every  insult  and 
outrage  which  the  unbridled  passions  of  any  presi- 
dent may  prompt  him  to  offer. 

1 The  senate  then  proceeded  to  debate  the  land  bill. 
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Church  robbers  detected.  Three  thousand  dollars 
of  the  property  of  the  Roman  Catholic  cathedral,  at 
New  Orleans,  which  was  recently  robbed  has  been 
recovered  at  Louisville.  The  robbers  reached  that 
place  with  the  articles,  consisting  of  gold  and  silver 
images,  packed  in  a cask.  On  the  way  one  ofthem 
lost  money''  at  play,  and  upon  his  being  refused  a 
loan  by  his  comrades,  gave  information  to  the  po- 
lice of  the  place  of  deposite  of  the  stolen  property', 
which  was  in  consequence  recovered;  but  all  the 
thieves  except  one  escaped.  Three  or  four  others 
are  arrested  on  suspicion  of  being  accessaries.  The 
principal  thief  was  the  sexton  of  the  church,  a 
Frenchman,  who  has  as  yet  eluded  the  police. 
This  detection  exonerates  the  gen  d’arrns,  who 
were  thought  to  be  implicated. 

The  Louisville,  Ky.  insurance  companies  have 
suffered  a loss  of  $93,000  within  a few  weeks  past, 
by  the  burning  or  sinking  ot  steamers  on  the  west- 
ern waters,  to  wit:  the  Tiskilwa,  Shoalwater,  Rob  ! 
Roy,  Fancy,  Sultan.  The  loss  of  the  Lone,  $100,000 
falls  on  the  New  Orleans  offices. 

New  Orleans  provision  market.  The  Cincinnati 
Post  of  the  18th  inst.  says: — “We  have  it  from  un- 
questionable authority  that  good,  sweet  bulk  pork, 
was  retailing  in  New  Orleans  from  the  flat  boats, 
at  five  cents  per  pound,  and  good,  sweet  unsmoked 
hams,  lor  six  and  a quarter  cents!” — The  gentle- 
man adds,  the  river  was  lined  with  flat  boats  bound 
to  the  same  market. 

New  printing  press.  One  of  our  most  ingenious 
and  worthy  mechanics,  Mr.  Thomas  Trench, 
has  invented  a new  printing  press,  which  will 
eclipse  every  thing  of  the  kind  heretofore  put  in 
operation.  It  is  intended  for  sterotype  plates,  and 
will  work  of  fifty  reams  of  paper  of  mammoth  size, 
per  day.  It  h intended  to  be  attached  to  paper 
mills,  and  will  print  as  fast  as  any  mill  can  manu- 
facture, without  any  other  help  than  that  required 
to  manufacture  the  paper.  The  register,  by  a 
simple  regulation,  can  easily  be  changed  and  made 
perfect.  W e have  now  a sheet  in  our  office,  worked 
on  this  new  press,  twenty-six  feet  long,  printed  on 
both  sides  at  a time,  in  a quarter  of  a minute.  The 
sheet  contains  two  books  of  160  pages  each.  The 
cost  of  a first  rate  press,  on  this  principle,  will  not 
exceed  1,000  dollars.  [New  York  Post. 

Massachusetts  legislature.  The  legislature  of 
Massachusetts  adjourned  on  Thursday  the  27th  ult. 
after  a session  of  one  hundred  and  seven  days.  The 
amount  of  the  pay  roll  of  the  senate  was  $10,691, 
and  of  the  house  of  representatives  $153,822  50. 
Two  hundred  and  fifty -six  bills  were  passed. 

Failures  in  Providence.  Since  our  publication  on 
Saturday  morning  two  extensive  failures  have  taken 
place  in  our  city,  which  with  some  two  or  three 
others  some  days  previous  comprises  all  of  import- 
ance which  have  occurred  in  tins  city  since  the  ex- 
treme pressure  in  the  money  market  commenced. 

[Journal. 

West  Point.  The  following  gentlemen  have 
been  invited  by  the  secretary  of  war  to  attend  the 
examination  of  the  cadets  of  the  military  academy, 
to  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  June  next. 

[Globe. 

Nathaniel  Bowditch,  esq.  of  Massachusetts. 

Hon.  A.  Vanderpoel,  of  New  York 

Col.  James  McKnown,  do. 

R.  B.  Miller,  esq.  do- 

A.  M.  Dod,  esq.  of  New  Jersey. 

Cant.  John  Miles,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Ellis  Lewis,  esq.  do. 

James  Rogers,  esq.  do. 

Hon.  Jacob  Wagener,  do. 

James  McDowell,  esq.  of  Virginia. 

Alexander  Rives,  esq.  do. 

Alfred  Moore,  esq.  of  North  Carolina. 

Gen.  James  Rodgers,  of  South  Carolina. 

Thomas  Bennett,  esq.  do. 

James  S.  Bullock,  esq.  of  Georgia. 

John  C.  Mallay,  esq.  of  Tennessee. 

Thomas  P.  Moore,  esq.  of  Kentucky. 

Owen,  esq.  of  Alabama. 

Gen.  George  W.  Terrill,  of  Mississippi. 

"William  M.  Dunn,  esq.  of  Indiana. 

Gen.  M.  Arbuclde,  United  States  army. 

Terns.  The  editor  of  the  Lynchburg  Virginian 
says  he  has  conversed  with  an  intelligent  gentleman 
just  from  Texas,  who  represents  the  country  to  be 
in  a quiet  and  prosperous  condition — the  people  en- 
tertaining no  apprehension  of  another  Mexican  in- 
vasion, and  no  fear  of  the  result,  should  they  again 
be  attacked  from  that  quarter. 

The  National  Intelligencer,  commenting  on  this 
account,  expresses  its  apprehensions  that  both  the 
resolution  and  the  strength  of  the  armed  forces  mov- 


ing against  the  Texians  are  undervalued;  and  adds, 
“From  information  which  we  receive  from  private 
sources  in  New  Orleans,  we  are  led  to  believe  that 
the  Mexicans,  instead  of  abandoning  the  design  of 
recovering  the  portion  of  Texas  occupied  by  the 
independents,  are  moving  on  steadily  and  systema- 
tically, with  a force  by  no  means  to  be  despised. — 
Unless  some  change  shall  be  wrought  by  the  return- 
ing influence  of  general  Santa  Ana,  favorable  to  the 
independence  of  trie  Texians,  the  next  news  of  any 
consequence  we  hear  from  that  quarter  may  be  that 
of  a desperate  conflict  of  arms  between  the  army  of 
Mexico  and  that  of  the  Texians.” 

Whale  fishing.  The.  whale  ship  Alexander  Mans- 
field arrived  at  New  York  on  Saturday,  to  the  Hud- 
son whaling  company.  This  is  ttie  filth  whale  ship 
belonging  in  Hudson  arrived  this  spring. 

New  York.  According  to  the  New  York  Even- 
ing Post,  the  offices  and  emoluments  within  the  gift 
of  the  authorities  of  that  city  amount  to  $468,000 
per  annum. 

Wealth  of  the  Potomac.  At  a haul  of  the  spacious 
seine  at  the  Indian  Head  Landing  the  other  day, 
fished  by  Geo.  H.  Smoot,  esq.  upwards  of  seven 
hundred  thousand  herring  were  taken,  besides  a 
large  number  of  shad,  sturgeon,  rock,  perch,  and 
every  description  of  fish  which  finds  a home  in  this 
highway  of  the  finny  race.  [Globe. 

We  learn  by  a letter  from  the  west,  that  the  hon. 
George  Poindexter,  late  senator  of  the  United 
States  from  Mississippi,  has  taken  up  his  residence 
at  Lexington,  in  the  state  of  Kentucky. 

[Nat.  lnt. 

Judge  Dana,  recently  a senator  in  congress  from 
the  state  of  Maine,  has  been  appointed  U.  S.  district 
attorney  for  that  state. 

Canal  steamboat.  A steamboat,  constructed  for 
canal  navigation,  is  now  plying  on  the  canal  be- 
tween New  York  and  Philadelphia.  It  is  said  to 
answer  the  purpose  admirably — and  moves  swiftly 
through  the  water,  producing  undulations  scarcely 
perceptible. 

John  Randolph’s  will.  The  report  that  the  will  of 
1822  had  been  established  by  the  court  of  appeals  of 
Virginia  is  not  correct.  The  argument  of  the  case 
will  be  heard  in  June  next,  as  we  learn  from  the 
Richmond  Enquirer. 

Houseless  and  destitute.  On  the  first  of  May,  the 
New  Yorkers  are  accustomed  to  change  their  places 
of  abode.  It  is  stated  in  the  Express,  that  many 
poor  people,  unable  to  pay  their  rents  in  advance, 
from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  employment  have 
this  year,  been  left  with  their  families  in  the  street! 

We  understand  that  on  Saturday  last,  eight  or 
ten  of  the  fugitive  Creek  Indians,  came  to  Lumber- 
ton,  on  Black  Water  river,  about  thirty  miles  from 
this  city,  to  purchase  supplies,  and  after  they  had 
done  trading  and  when  they  were  going  away,  it 
was  determined  by  the  whites  there,  to  detain  them. 
The  Indians  fled,  and  o-ne  of  them  was  shot  in  the 
leg.  Immediately  on  finding  himself  wounded,  he 
drew  his  knife  and  cut  his  own  throat.  We  are 
informed  that  this  Indian,  thinking  himself  mortal- 
ly wounded,  threw  the  knife  with  which  he  attempt- 
ed to  put  a period  to  his  own  existence,  to  his  little 
son,  about  ten'  years  old,  and  it  is  supposed  direct- 
ed him  to  cut  Iris  throat  also.  The  boy  was  in  the 
act  of  doing  so,  when  the  knife  was  wrested  from 
him. 

We  regret  that  we  cannot  here  terminate  our  ac- 
count of  this  unfortunate  atfair.  We  have  heard 
that  after  the  Indian  had  cut  his  throat,  and  before 
he  was  dead,  the  whites  put  a rope  round  his  neck, 
dragged  him  under  a raft  of  lumber  lying  in  the 
river,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  his  life.  If  this  be 
true,  we  cannot  find  language  sufficiently  strong  to 
mark  our  indignation  at  the  unjustifiable  transaction. 
For  the  honor  of  the  white  man,  we  hope  it  is  not 
true.  If  it  be  true,  the  tribunals  of  the  country 
must  look  to  it.  [ rens  :colu  Gazette,  April  22. 

The  army.  “We  observe,”  says  the  National  In- 
telligencer, “by  indications  from  different  quarters, 
that  all  the  disposible  regular  force  of  the  United 
States,  appears  to  be  in  motion  forlbe  western  fron- 
tier, probably  byway  of  precaution  againstcommo- 
tions  among  or  by  the  emigrated  Indians.” 

There  have  been  no  less  than  117  resignations 
in  the  army  during  the  last  year. 

Mr.  Bankhead,  the  English  secretary  of  legation, 
according  to  the  correspondc-nce  of  the  Philadelphia 
Gazette,  is  about  selling  oil’ his  furniture,  and  taking 
a trip  to  England;  and  the  British  minister,  (Mr. 
Fox),  continues  to  be  on  terms  of  social  enjoyment 
only  with  a select  few;  who  will  take  all  trouble  off 
his  hands,  free  him  from  all  restraints  of  ceremony,  | 


and  sutler  him  to  come  in  dishabille,  and  take  his 
brandy  and  water  just  when  and  where  caprice  and 
the  hour  may  suggest. 

The  Rochester  Democrat  says  that  city  has  suf- 
fered less  by  the  pressure  than  many  other  places, 
yet  it  is  assured  that  plans  for  the  erection  of  at 
least  five  hundred  buildings  have  been  abandoned  on 
account  of  the  existing  embarrassments. 

Attempt  at  riot.  The  New  York  Courier  and 
Enquirer  says,  an  infamous  handbill  was  posted 
throughout  the  city  on  Friday  night,  the  28th  ult., 
calling  upon  the  people  to  assemble  in  the  Park  on 
Saturday  at  7 P.  M.,  and  put  down  the  abolitionists, 
or  in  other  words  to  create  a riot,  and  pillage  the 
dwellings  of  Arthur  Tappan  and  his  associates!  It 
is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  it  met  with  no 
response  from  any  class  of  our  citizens;  and  although 
the  authorities  headed  by  the  mayor,  were  prepared 
for  any  emergency,  not  the  slightest  attempt  was 
made  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  city. 

The  attempt  is  attributed  to  the  removal  of  a city 
marshal  of  New  York,  who,  when  at  Savannah, 
Geo.  a short  time  since,  was  instrumental  in  causing 
a young  gentlemen  of  New  York  on  a visit  to  Sa- 
vannah on  commercial  business,  to  be  seized  as  an 
abolitionist  and  harshly  treated  by  a mob. 

Paganini,  it  is  said,  intends  to  visit  this  country 
soon.  The  best  thing  we  ever  heard  said  of  him 
was  by  Leigh  Hunt.  “Paganini  has  no  rival — un- 
less indeed  you  could  get  a whole  wood  full  of  night- 
ingales, and  hear  them  in  company  with  the  person 
you  love  best  in  the  world.”  That  would  beat  even 
him. 

Melting  of  coin.  It  is  computed  that  the  con- 
sumption of  silver  coin,  in  manufactures  in  this  city, 
is  annually  upwards  of  100,000  dollars;  that  of  gold 
$1,000,000.  In  Boston  the  sum  used  in  this  way 
of  the  article  of  silver  alone,  in  one  establishment, 
is  100,000  ounces.  In  Providence  both  silver  and 
gold  are  used  to  the  amount  of  $100,000  annually 
in  the  various  branches  of  manufacture.  In  Phila- 
delphia $500,000.  [A.  Y.  Post. 

A stocking  and  yarn  factory  in  Portsmouth,  N. 
H.  belonging  to  the  Portsmouth"  manufacturing  com- 
pany, w:as  destroyed  by  fire  on  Sunday  morning 
last.  Loss  about  $ 25,000,  on  which  was  an  insur- 
ance of'$12,000.  The  Portsmouth  Journal  says  the 
building  was  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  woollen 
hosiery  of  all  descriptions,  turning  out  weekly  about 
150  dozen  pairs,  many  ofthem  of  the  most  delicate 
textures  and  beautiful  dyes.  It  was  the  only  ma- 
nufactory upon  a large  scale  in  the  country. 

A fresh  arrival.  Tile  Cleveland,  (Ohio)  Herald, 
announces  as  an  arrival  from  Ohio  city,  on  board  a 
scow  boat,  a two  story  frame  house,  20  by  40,  chim- 
ney and  all  fixtures  standing.  It  was  launched 
about  3 o’clock,  all  safe,  and  made  port  in  a short 
time,  to  the  admiration  of  the  beholders,  and  no 
small  satisfaction  ofthe  manager,  Mr.  Erastus  Smith, 
a master  workman  of  this  place,  whose  ingenuity 
devised,  and  whose  skill  executed  this  unheard  of 
species  of  transportation.  It  was  the  store  of 
Schermerhorn  & Co. 

Ingenious.  It  is  no  uncommon  practice  at  our 
court  of  sessions,  for  the  wives  of  prisoners  who 
have  no  children,  to  borrow  a baby  for  the  occasion, 
in  order  to  excite  the  tender  sympathies  of  the 
worthy  recorder.  This  ruse  seldom  fails,  and  the 
fortunate  prisoner  is  discharged,  with  an  admonition 
to  “go  home  and  take  care  of  his  wife  arid  family!” 

[Ar.  Y.  Times. 

“■Integrity  of  the  union.”  A convention  of  the 
friends  of  die  “integrity  of  the  union,”  assembled 
at  Harrisburgb,  Penn,  on  the  1st  instant,  and  was 
organised  by  appointing  the  hon.  Thomas  H.  Baird, 
of  Washington  county,  president;  hon.  T.  B.  Dallas, 
of  Allegheny  county;  Geo.  Fisher,  esq.  of  Dauphin; 
col.  W.  S.  Franklin,  of  York;  Thomas  S.  Bill,  esq. 
of  Chester;  N.  Erving,  esq.  of  Favetls;  hon.  Geo. 
Chambers,  of  Franklin;  Samuel  II.  Lloyd,  esq.  of 
Lycoming;  hon.  John  Breden,  of  Butler;  gen.  Thos. 
C.  Miller,  of  Adams;  Mgrtin  Stamburgh,  esq.  of 
Perry;  Michal  Holcomb,  esq.  of  Cumberland,  vice 
presidents,  and  Morton  McMichael,  of  Philadelphia; 
S.  D.  Patterson,  of  Dauphin;  S.  W.  Randall,  of  Erie; 
Joseph  Williams,  of  Delaware,  secretaries.  The  ob- 
ject of  this  convention  we  have  before  stated.  The 
Harrisburgb  Reporter  says  that  “nearly  two  hun- 
dred delegates  are  in  attendance,  and  that  the  con- 
vention may  challenge  comparison  for  intelligence 
and  respectability,  with  any  that  has  ever  assembled 
in  this  or  any  other  state.” 

The  Natchitoches  Herald  informs  that  a set  of 
men  calling  themselves  regulators,  have  set  at  de- 
fiance the  laws,  and  committed  a murder  on  an  inof- 
fensive man  named  Matthew  Prime.  One  of  these 
regulators  is  a justice  of  the  peace. 
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{tC?*The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  N.  York 
merchants  who  waited  upon  the  president  of  the 
United  States  and  the  proceedings  thereon,  are  in- 
serted in  page  163. 

The  “Globe”  of  Thursday  the  4th  instant,  con- 
tain the  following  article  in  relation  to  the  visit  of 
the  committee. 

“With  what  propriety  do  the  merchants,  when 
the  treasury  record  show  an  excess  of  sixty  millions 
of  imports  over  their  exports — when  the  London 
journals  show  that  they  have  availed  themselves  of 
credits  out  of  all  reasonable  proportion  to  their  capi- 
tals— when  Mr.  Biddle’s  thirty-five  million  agency 
books  show  that  he  has  involved  them  twenty  mil- 
lions more — pack  a delegation  to  Washington  to 
upbraid  the  administration  as  the  cause  of  their  ruin 
by  the  specie  order?  The  London  prints  tells  them 
plainly  who  “are  the  principal  culprits  in  this  af- 
fair,” “ the  money  dealers at  whose  mercy  they 
are — and  yet  they  come  here  to  accuse  the  govern- 
ment, which,  through  its  treasury  reports,  gave  them 
monthly  admonitions  against  running  the  race  of 
“ folly  and  infatuation”  Tor  which  the  able  journal 
of  a foreign  land  reproves  them.  They  denounce 
the  government  from  which  they  pretend  to  ask  a 
boon;  and— with  an  audacity  which  should  be  met 
with  scorn,  if  they  were  not  in  circumstances  tore- 
quire  pity — insist  that  it  shall  sacrifice  the  western 
banks  and  the  western  people  to  aid  them  in  forcing 
a surrender  of  the  specie  necessary  to  support  the 
circulation  indispensable  to  our  domestic  trade,  that 
they  may  propitiate  these  money  dealers  abroad,  on 
whose  mercy  they  rely.” 

fltJ-The  New  Orleans  True  American  of  the  4th 
instant  says— We  hear  the  Mississippi  legislature 
have  authorised  the  money  machines  to  stop  pay- 
ing specie — time  not  transpired. 

Merchant’s  bonds.  The  Globe  of  Wednesday 
says  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  written 
a letter  to  the  collector  of  New  York  in  respect  to 
the  request  made  by  the  late  committee  from  that 
city,  to  have  the  collection  of  all  duty  bonds  to  the 
United  States  postponed  until  next  January.  The 
answer  is  said  to  be  “much  more  favorable  than 
most  persons  have  anticipated,  and  will  lead  to  sen- 
sible relief  in  cases  where  real  embarrassment  ex- 
ists, and  to  which  the  power  of  the  department  and 
the  condition  of  the  treasury  at  all  justify  it  in  ex- 
tending indulgence. 

Suspension  of  specie  payments.  The  finan- 
cial affairs  of  the  country  have  at  length  reached 
that  point  to  which  all  who  have  watched  the  signs 
of  the  times  for  some  months  past,  saw  they  vvere 
rapidly  hastening;  and  the  announcement  that  the 
banks  of  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore 
have  suspended  specie  payments,  will  not,  perhaps, 
cause  any  extraordinary  sensation  in  the  public 
mind.  It  is  the  unavoidable  result  of  the  diver- 
sion of  specie  to  the  west,  and  the  drain  upon  the 
banks  in  the  Atlantic  cities  for  exportation  to  Eu- 
rope, and  was  due  to  their  respective  communities 
and  the  stockholders.  But  with  this  admission, 
we  are  not  insensible  to  the  dire  effects  which  this 
measure  must  produce  throughout  the  country;  for 
when  suspension,  as  it  must,  becomes  general,  then 
will  ensue  those  scenes  of  beggary  and  ruin  which 
were  witnessed  in  1319,  when  lortunes,  made  bv 
patient  labor,  were  swept  away  ashy  a whirl-wind. 
Eor,  notwithstanding  a large  number  of  banks  will 
survive  the  shock,  the  scores  of  mushroom  in- 
stitutions, which  have  sprung  into  existence  within 
the  last  two  years,  must  perish  with  the  same  ra- 
pidity with  which  they  aro'e,  and  the  dupes  who 
trusted  them,  will  find,  too  late,  that  they  are  in- 
volved in  the  common  ruin.  But  it  is  not  only 
those  who  are  connected  with  those  worthless  banks, 
that  will  fie  el  the  effects  of  this  measure,  for  it  must 
reach  every  individual  in  the  co  nmunity,  and  by 
its  effects  on  prices  unhinge  the  whole  order  of 
business,  and  create  confusion  and  distrust  among 
all  classes  of  persons. 

The  proceedings  of  the  banks,  !x.c.  that  preceded 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments  in  New  York, 
Philadelphia  and  B dtimnre,  are  inserted  in  the  next 
page.  But  it  is  due  to  the  B iltimore  banks  to  sav, 
that  notwithstanding  they  were  requested  by  a meet- 
ing of  merchants  which  convened  at  the  Exchange 
on  Tuesday  evening  last,  to  consider  the  propriety 
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of  suspending,  for  a short  period,  the  payment  of 
specie  for  all  claims  except  their  five  dollar  bills, 
they  refused  to  do  so,  and  on  the  following  day 
authorised  the  publication  of  a statement  that  they 
would  continue  to  pay  specie  for  all  their  liabilities. 
In  New  York  the  measure  was  hastened,  in  some 
degree,  by  the  run  on  the  banks  caused  by  the 
failure  of  the  Dry  Dock  bank,*  one  of  the  deposite 
banks,  which  closed  its  doors  on  Monday  last. 
The  other  banks,  after  having  declined  their  aid  to 
sustain  it,  agreed  to  redeem  its  notes;  but  the  panic 
became  general  and  all  the  banks  were  severely 
run  upon,  and,  as  a last  resort,  it  was  resolved  to 
suspend  specie  payments.  The  Philadelphia  banks 
necessarily  came  to  the  same  conclusion,  and  those 
of  Baltimore  had  no  alternative  left  but  to  follow 
their  example.  In  the  latter  city,  there  has  been 
nothing  like  a panic,  though  the  banks  were  very 
generally  called  upon  for  specie  during  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  last,  which  was  promptly  paid  to  all 
who  demanded  it. 

The  past  week  has  been  a very  severe  one  to  the 
merchants  of  Baltimore,  and  many  of  the  most  en- 
terprising have  been  compelled  to  suspend  payment. 
But  it  is  believed  that  the  suspension  will  be  only 
temporary,  for  our  business  has  been  conducted 
with  much  prudence,  and  the  ability  of  our  mer- 
chants to  meet  their  liabilities,  in  an  ordinary  con- 
condition  of  the  money  market,  is  unquestioned. 

In  New  York  failures  are  still  going  on,  and  re- 
garded so  much  as  matters  of  course,  that  they 
have  ceased  to  excite  notice-— the  public  attention 
being  directed  to  the  banks,  which  the  merchants 
and  traders  are  determined  to  support  in  their  reso- 
lution to  suspend  specie  payments.  The  city  at 
the  last  advices  was  perfectly  quiet,  stocks  were 
advancing  (sales  of  U.  S.  are  quoted  at  $101)  and 
all  appears  to  be  doing  as  well  as  could  be  expect- 
ed. The  Brooklyn  banks  have  also  suspended  spe- 
cie payments. 

It  was  believed  in  New  York  that  the  legislature, 
now  in  session,  will  immediately  take  such  mea 
sures  as  will  relieve  the  banks  from  the  provision  of 
the  safety  fund  law  which  requires  the  chancellor 
to  take  possession  of  the  effects  of  any  banks  sus- 
pending specie  payments  within  ten  days  of  such 
suspension.  Three  of  the  safety  fund  banks  at 
Buffalo,  it  will  be  seen,  have  been  suspended  by  the 
chancellor. 

In  Philadelphia,  the  determination  of  the  banks 
seems  to  have  created  a better  state  of  things,  and 
it  is  thought  that  it  will  give  them  the  power  to 
save  some  houses  that  were  in  a tottering  condi- 
tion. The  bank  of  the  United  States  was  not  a 
party  to  the  agreement  to  suspend  specie  payments, 
and  it  was  believed  that  it  would  continue  to  meet 
its  liabilities  in  gold  and  silver. 


*The  following  is  a statement  of  its  liabilities  and 
assets. 

Assets. 

Bills  discounted 

Bills  receivable,  including  good  bonds 
and  mortgages,  and  temporary  loans  ] 

Protested  notes 
Specie 

Due  from  country  banks  $32,068  28 

city  do.  30,026  87 


$311,784  63 
| 456,272  18 

10,538  90 
15,705  22 


82,095  13 

Real  estate,  consisting  of  banking') 
house  No.  27,  Wall  street,  on  the  I 
corner  of  Avenue  D.  andTenth  st.  I 
railways  and  engine,  together  with  ( ’ 

several  valuable  buildings  and  267  I 
lots  of  ground,  valued  at 


J 


Liabilities. 

Capital  stock  $420,000  00 

Bank  notes  in  circulation  193,154  00 
Due  treasurer  U.  States 
state  New  York 
individual  depositors 
Dividends  unoaid 
Due  to  country  | , 

y 316,507  63 
533,107  23 


1,330,893  04 


80,009  00 
140,000  00 
164,802  03 
1,726  33 


banks 
— city  do 


261,533  62 


-1,502,739  75 


Surplus 


$237,003  29 


In  New  Orleans  there  was  no  improvement  in 
the  money  market,  and  the  city  was  filled  with 
gloom  and  despondency, 

The  “True  American”  of  the  4th  inst.  says — 
“The  return  of  protested  drafts  from  Havre  is  be- 
ginning to  have  a serious  effect.  Many  of  the 
staunchest  French  and  foreign  houses  down  town 
will  sillier.  Yesterday,  we  grieve  to  say,  the  head 
of  a distinguished  house,  Theodore  F.  Nicolet,  in 
the  French  cotton  trade,  committed  suicide.  The 
losses  to  this  concern  will  he  immense.  The  pre- 
sent revulsion  in  commerce  will  be  a lesson  to  the 
rising  generation  not  to  step  beyond  the  bounds  of 
prudence.  The  monopoly  of  the  cotton  staple  has 
fallen  by  its  own  weight.  There  will  not  be  a 
house  left  to  tell  the  tale. 

The  Pennsylvania  Sentinel  says,  that  a letter 
from  a Washington  correspondent  of  the  9th  inst. 
states  that  advices  had  been  received  at  the  seat  of 
government  of  the  stoppage  of  two  of  the  deposit* 
banks  in  Tennessee. 

From  Charleston  and  Savannah,  we  have  nothing 
very  recent;  but  the  Richmond  “Enquirer”  of  Tues- 
day assures  the  public  of  the  entire  stability  of  the 
banks  of  that  city,  and  of  their  determination  to 
stand  by  one  another. 

The  advices  from  the  north  are,  indeed,  distress- 
ing, and  a large  number  of  factories  have  ceased 
operations. 

New  York.  The  general  banking  laws,  both  of 
the  senate  arid  the  assembly,  have  been  rejected  by 
the  former  body,  by  a vote  of  15  to  10  and  16  to  9. 
This  we  presume,  says  the  “Argus,”  may  be  re- 
garded as  the  final  decision  of  the  question  for  the 
present  session. 

SPECIE  PAYMENTS  SUSPENDED  IN  BALTIMORE 
From  the  Baltimore  American  of  yesterday. 

Postcript.  At  half  past  nine  o’clock  last  night 
we  received  the  following  proceedings  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  several  banks  in  Baltimore,  by  which  it 
will  be  seen  that  they  have  determined  to  suspend 
specie  payments.  The  resolution  takes  effect  forth- 
with. In  closing  this  paragraph  we  cannot  do  bet- 
ter than  quote  the  language  of  the  New  York  Com- 
mercial, in  speaking  of  the  same  measure  in  that 
city,  “that  our  citizens,  one  and  all,  be  exhorted  to 
avoid  excitement,  and  to  conduct  themselves  with 
all  possible  forbearance,  towards  the  banks,  and  to- 
wards each  other.  The  banks  are  beyond  all  doubt 
perfectly  solvent.  Their  notes  are  worth  just  a* 
much  to-day  as  they  were  yesterday.  They  will 
go  just  as  far  in  the  discharge  of  liabilities,  and  in 
the  purchase  of  goods  and  provisions.  Let  no  man, 
therefore,  sacrifice  his  paper,  or  indulge  apprehen- 
sions as  to  his  funds  in  deposite.  The  bills  of  our 
banks  will  still  be  the  ‘current  money’  of  the  city, 
and  will  answer  all  the  necessary  purposes  of  the 
community.” 

Baltimore,  1 1th  May,  1837. 

At  a meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  several  banks 
of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  delegations  of  direc- 
tors appointed  for  that  purpose,  representatives 
from  all  these  institutions  appeared  as  follows: 

For  the  bank  of  Baltimore — R.  Smith,  J.  J.  Speed. 

Mechanics’  bank — J.  B.  Morris. 

Farmers’  and  Merchants’  bank — N.  Brice,  F 
Dawson. 

Franklin  bank — James  Howard. 

Union  bank — H.  W.  Evans,  Robert  Miclde,  J 
Q.  Hewlett,  A.  Aldridge,  Sol.  Etting. 

Commercial  aod  Farmers’  bank — Jacob  Albert, 
S.  I.  Donaldson. 

Marine  bank — Jacob  Bier,  W.  A.  Tucker. 

Merchants’  bank — C O’Donnell,  R.  A.  Taylor 

Farmers,  and  Planters’  bank — W.  E.  Mayhew, 
D.  Keener,  James  Cheston,  T.  B.  Kutter. 

Citizens’  bank — W.  Reynolds,  I.  Munroe,  F.  J 
Dallam 

Western  bank — S.  Jones,  jr.  T.  Pheriix,  R.  Gar- 
rett, A.  Lilly. 

Chesapeake  bank — J.  S.  Gittings. 

Ribert  Smith  was  called  lo  the  chair,  and 
Robert  Mickle  appointed  secretary.  Mr.  Speed, 
after  briefly  explaining  the  objects  of  the  meeting, 
submitted  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted: — 

Restored,' That  in  consequence  of  the  information 
received  this  day,  that  the  banks  of  New  York  and 
Piladelphia  have  suspended  specie  payments,  it  is 


163 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— MAY  13,  1837— SUSPENSION  OF  SPECIE  PAYMENTS. 


expedient  and  necessary  for  the  banks  in  this  city, 
for  their  own  protection  and  the  interests  of  the 
whole  community,  to  pursue,  for  a limited  period, 
the  same  course. 

Resolved,  Thatwhile  the  measure  is  recommended 
from  a belief  in  its  imperative  necessity,  every  as- 
surance is  felt  in  the  stability  of  the  moneyed  insti- 
tutions of  this  city. 

IN  NEW  YORK. 

Office  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce, 
New  York,  May  10 — 2 P.  M. 

The  city — two  o’clock.  The  suspension  of  specie 
uayments  by  the  banks,  has,  as  might  be  expected, 
created  a considerable  sensation  throughout  the 
city.  To  the  reflecting  and  intelligent  part  of  the 
community,  it  is  however  a matter  neither  of  as- 
tonishment or  alarm;  and  even  amongst  that  class 
of  persons  who  must  be  supposed  to  know  less 
about  the  causes  which  have  produced  it,  it  has  not 
occasioned  as  much  excitement  as  might  have  been 
expected.  Up  to  this  hour  not  the  slightest  ebulli- 
tion of  popular  violence  has  been  exhibited,  nor  is 
any  thing  of  the  kind  expected,  but  the  eity  autho- 
rities have  nevertheless  prudently  made  ample  pre- 
paration to  meet  the  evil  if  it  should  come.  They 
have  a large  body  of  troops  under  arms,  besides  ail 
the  police  and  watch  force  of  the  city,  ready  to  act 
at  a moments  notice.  As  yet  there  is  no  symptom 
that  their  services  are  likely  to  be  required. 

The  three  banks  which  were  not  parties  to  the 
notice  of  suspension  which  we  published  this  morn- 
ing, have  since  come  into  the  measure.  None  of 
tils  banks  have  paid  specie  to-day. 

Office  of  the  Courier  and  Enquirer, 
New  York,  May  10 — 3,  P.  M. 

The  banks.  In  pursuance  of  the  notice  published 
in  another  column  in  our  morning  edition,  the 
banks  in  this  city  without  a single  exception,  have 
ceased  to  redeem  their  notes  in  specie.  Great  ex- 
citement in  consequence  prevailed;  but  we  are  hap- 
py to  say,  that  with  very  few  exceptions,  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  meets 
with  universal  approbation. 

To  guard,  however,  against  the  designs  of  the 
lawless,  or  the  movements  of  those  who  may  be 
misled  as  to  the  effects  of  this  measure,  several  re- 
giments of  volunteers,  and  a squadron  of  horse  are 
on  duty  in  the  Park  and  at  the  arsenal,  ready  to  act 
if  necessary.  The  entire  civil  police  is  also  on 
duty,  and  no  apprehensions  are  entertained  of  any 
disturbance.  At  an  early  hour,  the  following  no- 
tice was  posted  in  Wall  street. 

PUBLIC  MEETING. 

“A  public  meeting  of  the  merchants  and  traders 
is  requested  at  the  Merchants’  exchange,  this  day, 
at  12^  o’clock,  to  consider  and  adopt  such  measures 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary  and  expedient  under 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks. 

New  York,  May  10 th,  1837. 

D.  Leavitt,  Nath.  Prime, 

John  A.  Stevens,  C.  W.  Lawrence, 

Saul  Alley,  W.  W.  Woolsey, 

Richard  M.  Blatchford,  Edward  Curtis, 

Nevins,  Townsend  &Co.  Thos.  Lord, 


Sam’l.  Ward, 

W.  B.  Lawrence, 
Howland  & Aspinwall, 
Andrew  Lockwood, 
Cornelius  McLean, 

P.  H.  Woodruff. 


John  P.  Stagg, 

James  G.  King, 

G.  C.  Verplanck, 

C.  H.  Russell, 

Benj.  Birdsall, 

Joseph  Depew, 

Day,  Newell  & Day, 

In  pursuance  of  the  foregoing,  the  exchange  room 
and  the  avenues  leading  to  it,  were  crowded  at  the 
hour  named,  when  the  meeting  was  called  to  order 
by  Mr.  James  G.  King,  and  organised  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  James  Boorman,  president. 

Vice  presidents — Nathaniel  Prime,  Gideon  Lee, 
David  Leavitt,  P.  G.  Stuyvesant,  G.  C.  Verplanck, 
Wm.  B.  Astor,  Thaddeus  Phelps,  Robert  Lenox, 
Stephen  Whitney,  C.  H.  Russell,  Benj.  Birdsall, 
Joseph  Depc-w,  Andrew  Lockwood,  Philetus  II. 
Woodruff,  Samuel  Ward. 

Secretaries — John  A.  Stevens,  Richard  M.  Blatch- 
Jfcrd,  William  H.  Aspinwall. 

I lr.  Kino  "briefly  but  forcibly  ad»lrcaseel  tll6  meet- 

ing,  lamenting  the  necessity  of  the  measure  adopted 
by  the  banks,  and  urging  that  as  merchants  of  New 
York,  proud  of  their  reputations  throughout  the 
commercial  world,  it  was  incumbent  upon  them  to 
act  in  concert,  and  by  exhibiting  a spirit  of  mutual 
forbearance,  not  only  to  arrest  as  far  as  possible  the 
■Consequences  of  a suspension  of  specie  payments, 
but  at  all  limes  lookforward  to  a return  to  the  sound 
state  of  things  which  has  heretofore  existed,  as  mat- 
ter of  duty  as  well  as  pride. 

He  deprecated  entering  into  the  causes  of  the  ex- 
isting embarrassments  at  this  time,  but  said  the  time 
soon  would  come  when  that  enquiry  must  be  made, 
and  he  trusted  in  God  the  proper  punishment  be 
vi  ited  upon  the  offenders.  His  remarks  were  re- 
ceived with  tremendous  applause,  and  on  his  offer- 


ing the  following  resolutions,  they  were  UNANI- 
MOUSLY ADOPTED: 

“Whereas,  at  a meeting  last  evening  of  all  the 
banks  in  the  city,  excepting  three,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  under  existing  circumstance,  it  is 
expedient  and  necessary  to  suspend  payment  in 
specie. 

In  the  meantime  the  notes  of  all  the  banks  will 
be  received  at  the  different  banks,  as  usual,  in  pay- 
ment of  debts,  and  in  deposite;  and  as  the  indebt- 
edness of  the  community  to  the  bank  exceeds  three 
times  the  amount  of  their  liabilities  to  the  public,  it 
is  hoped  and  expected  that  the  notes  of  the  differ- 
banks  will  pass  current,  as  usual,  and  that  the  state 
of  the  times  will  soon  be  such  as  to  render  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments  practicable.” 

Resolved,  That  relying  upon  the  above  statements, 
we  have  full  confidence  in  the  ultimate  ability  of 
the  banks  of  this  city  to  redeem  all  their  bills  and 
notes,  and  that  we  will  ourselves  continue  to  re- 
ceive, and  we  recommend  to  all  our  fellow  citizens 
to  receive  them  as  heretofore. 

Resolved.  That  in  an  emergency  like  this,  it  is 
alike  the  dictate  of  patriotism  and  self-interest  to 
abstain  from  all  measures  tending  to  aggravate  ex- 
isting evils;  and  by  mutual  forbearance" and  mutual 
aid,  to  mitigate,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  present 
difficulties,  and  thus  most  essentially  to  assist  in  the 
restoration  of  specie  payments. 

The  resolutions  were  put  singly,  and  unanimous- 
ly adopted  and  the  meeting  adjourned. 

There  is  to  be  a meeting  of  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce at  two  o’clock,  hav  ing  the  same  general  ob- 
jects in  view.  We  cannot  doubt  that  these  pro- 
ceedings, so  unanimous  and  so  full  of  confidence, 
will  tranquilize  the  public  mind,  and  serve  to  ob- 
viate embarrassment. 

IN  PHILADELPHIA. 

Commercial  Herald  office, 
Philadelphia,  May  ] 1- — 1 A.  M. 

Great  public  meeting!  The  resolutions  we  insert 
below,  are,  we  believe,  the  opinions  of  our  busi- 
ness community.  As  soon  as  the  news  of  the  stop- 
page of  specie  payments  of  the  New  York  and  Bal- 
timore banks  reached  this  city,  a general  inter- 
change of  opinion  took  place  as  to  the  expediency  of 
our  banks  protecting  themselves  and  the  city.  Popular 
feeling  was  calm  and  clear,  but  very  decided,  and 
as  evening  came  on  and  the  occupations  of  the  day 
closed,  a general  and  unanimous  move  was  made 
towards  the  exchange.  The  meeting  grew  out  of 
the  exigencies  of  the  times,  and  we  assert  it  to  be 
no  party  meeting.  It  was  a clear  conviction  on 
the  part  of  every  one  present,  that  the  city  must  be 
protected  arid  that  the  interests  of  the  workingmen 
and  mechanic  must  be  regarded — To  do  this  effec- 
tually no  other  course  presented  itself  than  the  one 
unanimously  adopted  by  as  large  and  respectable  a 
meeting  as  we  have  ever  seen  assembled  in  the  ex- 
change, and  composed  of  the  leading  men  of  all 
sides.  That  meeting,  as  will  be  seen,  “advise  our 
banks  if  indispensably  necessary,  to  stop  specie 
payments” — not  because  our  specie  circulation  is 
inadequate  for  our  wants,  but  because  it  is  inade- 
quate lor  the  wants  of  the  Atlantic  seabord. 

Let  no  man  he  alarmed,  the  banks  are  sound, 
solvent  and  able  to  pay.  Do  not  part  with  money 
at  a discount,  or  suffer  yourselves  to  he  croaked 
into  alarm  and  fever.  Remember  why  our  banks 
are  advised  to  suspend  specie  payments,  and  re- 
member too  that  while  we  are  true  to  ourselves,  we 
are  safe.  “Don’t  give  up  the  ship.” 

PROCEEDINGS. 

At  a very  large  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  Benjamin  W. 
Richards,  esq.  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Girard 
Ralston,  esq.  was  appointed  secretary. 

On  motion,  a committee  was  appointed  to  draft 
resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  this  meeting. 
Whereupon  the  committee  reported  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were  UNANI- 
MOUSLY ADOPTED. 

Whereas,  this  meeting  has  been  apprised  that 
most  of  the  stale  banks  of  our  sister  cities  of  New 
York  and  Baltimore,  have  refused  to  redeem  their 
paper  in  gold  and  silver:  and  whereas  we  have  also 
been  apprised  that  arrangements  are  making  to 
draw  the  specie  from  the  vaults  of  our  banks  with  a 
view  to  foreign  exportation,  thereby  depriving  them 
of  the  means  of  redeeming  their  domestic  obligations 
to  our  own  citizens;  and  whereas  every  considera- 
tion of  prudence  and  policy, — every  consideration  of 
self  defence,  demands  that  this  calamitous  result 
should  be  averted.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  recommend  to  the 
different  banking  institutions  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  if  they  deem  the  measure  indispen- 
sably necessary,  to  suspend  specie  payment  at  pre- 
sent, and  until  such  prudent  and  precautionary  mea- 
sures as  a calm  consideration  at  the  existing  crisis 
requires.  1 


Resolved,  That  this  meeting  recommend  to  the 
several  banking  institutions  of  the  city  and  county, 
mutual  forbearance  to  and  confidence  in  each  other, 
that  they  receive  the  rotes  in  payment  of 'the  liabi- 
lities due  to  them;  and  in  every  way  endeavor  to 
give  confidence  and  assurance  to  our  fellow  citi- 
zens, ot  the  safety  and  solvency  of  our  banking  in- 
stitutions. 

Note.  The  committee  consisted  of  judge  King, 
Daniel  Coxe,  B.  W.  Richards,  Girard  Ralston,  and 
J.  Hemphill. 

Proceedings  of  a meeting  of  the  officers  and  directors 
of  the  city  and  county  banks. 

At  a meeting  of  the  officers  and  directors  of  the 
several  banks  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, held  at  the  Exchange  on  Wednesday  evening. 
May  10,  Thomas  Sparks,  esq.  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  Jacob  Frick,  appointed  secretary. 

The  proceedings  of  the  meeting  of  the  merchants 
and  citizens,  held  at  the  Exchange,  in  relation  to 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  having  been 
presented  and  read,  a committee  of  one  officer  from 
each  bank  was  appointed  to  prepare  a preamble  and 
resolutions,  which  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  in 
which  this  community  finds  itself  placed  by  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  by  our  sister  city  of 
New  York,  and  whereas,  in  the  existing  state  of  the 
balances  between  the  cities  which  would  cause  a 
certain  abstraction  of  the  chief  part  of  our  specie 
basis  much  of  which  could  never  be  reclaimed;  and 
whereas,  the  measure  has  been  recommended  by  a 
large  meeting  of  citizens,  to  the  proceedings  of 
which  publicity  will  be  given  in  the  morning — 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  recommend  a tem- 
porary suspension  of  specie  payments  as  a measure 
which,  however  painful,  will  be  less  disastrous  to 
the  community  and  institutions  of  this  city  and 
county,  than  a vain  attempt  to  continue  its  payment 
for  all  the  obligations  of  the  banks  in  the  present 
state  of  things. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  meantime,  the  notes  of  all 
the  banks  will  be  received  at  the  different  banks  as 
usual  in  payment  of  debts  and  in  deposite. 

SUSPENSION  OF  BANK  CHARTERS. 

The  bank  commissioners  of  the  state  oi  N.  York 
have  obtained  an  injunction  to  stop  the  operations 
of  three  of  the  hanks  of  Buffalo — the  Commercial 
bank  of  Buffalo,  the  City  bank  of  Buffalo,  and  the 
bank  of  Buffalo — on  the  ground  that  each  of  these 
institutions  has  violated  its  charter.  The  manner 
in  which  they  have  violated  their  charters  is  not 
stated.  But,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  notice  below, 
the  legislature  of  New  York  having  promptly  pass- 
ed an  act  to  protect  the  holders  of  the  bills  of  these 
banks,  there  is  no  cause  for  alarm  or  sacrifice  among 
the  holders  of  them. 

From  the  Albany  Argus  of  May  6. 

Comptroller’s  office,  Albany,  May  6,  1837. 

The  legislature  having  this  day  passed  an  actgiv- 
inv  authority  for  the  immediate  application  of  the 
moneys  belonging  to  the  safety  fund,  to  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  ordinary  bank  bills  or  notes  in  circulation 
of  any  bank  against  which  an  injunction  may  have 
been  issued  by  the  chancellor,  and  such  injunctions 
having  been  granted  againstthe  bank  of  Buff  alo,  the 
Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo,  and  the  City  bank  of 
Buffalo — Notice  is  therefore  hereby  given,  that  the 
bills  of  the  above  named  banks  will  be  received  at 
par  for  all  payments  at  the  state  treasury. 

The  collectors  of  canal  tolls  on  all  the  state  canals, 
will  receive  the  said  bills  in  payment  lor  tolls,  and 
will  make  a special  deposite  ol  them  in  the  banks 
where  their  deposite.!  t.w  > ej  t,  given  in  the  weekly 
abstracts  made  to  the  C'l*  | -i niter,  the  amount  re- 
ceived of  the  bills  ol  eac-ii  i>an.K. 

The  commissioners  having  charge  o!  the  loans  of 
1792  and  1803,  on  which  payments  are  made  during 
the  present  month,  will  receive  the  hills  of  said  banks 
and  return  them  to  the  treasury,  or  pay  them  into 
the  Manhattan  company  as  a special  deposite,  when 
received  by  those  commissioners  who  usually  make 
their  deposites  with  that  company. 

Payments  for  auction  and  salt  duties  can  be  made 
in  the  bills  of  the  banks  referred  to,  and  will  be  re- 
ceived as  special  deposites  in  the  Manhattan  compa- 
ny and  the  Onondaga  county  bank. 

The  treasury  receipts,  it  is  supposed,  will  absorb 
the  bills  in  active  circulation  ot  the  three  Buffalo 
banks  in  the  course  of  forty  days,  il  an  absolute  in- 
junction should  be  issued  against  them  on  the  hear- 
ing before  the  chancellor.  The  receipts  for  tohs 
alone  lor  (he  ten  days  preceding  the  30th  of  April 
amounted  lo  $100, 000;  it  therelore  the  banks  along 
the  lines  of  the  several  eauals  conclude  lo  receive 
the  hills  of  the  Buffalo  banks,  in  payment  of  their 
debts,  the  redemption  of  them  can  easily  be  effect- 
ed through  the  agency  of  those  who  are  connected 
with  business  operations  on  the  canals. 
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If  the  plan  proposed  in  this  notice  should  not  ef- 
fectually protect  the  bill  holders  from  loss  or  incon- 
venience, such  other  means  as  the  treasury  can 
command  will  be  resorted  to,  to  effect  that  object. 

A.  C.  FLAGG,  comptroller. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

A letter  from  Jackson,  where  the  legislature  is 
now  in  session,  to  the  editor  of  the  Mobile  Register, 
says: 

“Various  propositions  are  before  us,  but  the  one 
most  likely  to  succeed  is,  to  allow  all  the  banks  of 
the  state  to  issue  post  notes,  running  to  maturity  at 
twelve  months,  to  be  loaned  on  long  time,  with 
damages  of  ten  per  centum  for  non-payment.  The 
damages  are  intended  to  insure  punctuality.  I 
think  the  damages  of  foreign  exchange  will  be  taken 
off,  and  placed  on  domestic.  I think,  Joo,  we  will 
likely  pass  a few  more  bank  charters,  as  we  have 
heretofore  dealt  in  that  article  sparingly.  One  will 
probably  be  granted  for  the  Chickasaw  country  of 
two  millions;  one  at  Vicksburg  of  two  millions;  and 
one  at  Natchez  for  four  millions!” 

Virginia  election.  The  following  is  the  re- 
sult of  the  congressional  election  in  Virginia: 

Norfolk  district — Francis  Mallory  (whig)  in 
place  of  George  Loyall  (V.  B.) 

Southampton  district — Francis  E.  Rives  (V.  B.) 
in  place  of  John  Y.  Mason  (V.  B.)  elected  a judge 
of  the  general  court. 

Powhatan  district — John  W.  Jones  (V.  B.)  re- 
elected without  opposition 

Brunswick  district — Geo.  C.  Dromgoole  (V.  B.) 
re-elected  without  opposition. 

Charlotte  district — James  W.  Bouldin  (V.  B.) 
re-elected  without  opposition. 

Halifax  district — Walter  Coles  (V.  B.)  re- 

elected. 

Franklin  district — Archibald  Stuart  of  Patrick 
(V.  B.)  elected  over  Nath.  H.  Claiborne  (whig.) 

York  district — Henry  A.  Wise  (whig)  re-elected 
without  organised  opposition. 

Henrico  district — John  Robertson  (V.  B.)  re- 
elected without  opposition. 

Albemarle  district — James  Garland  (V.  B.)  re- 
elected without  opposition. 

Spottsylvania  district — John  M.  Patton  (V.  B.) 
re-elected  without  opposition. 

Caroline  district — R.  M.  T.  Hunter  (w'hig)  elect- 
ed in  place  of  John  Roane  (V.  B.)  withdrawn,  by 
a majority  of  about  15  votes  over  Mr.  Harwood 
(V.B.) 

Northern  neck  district — John  Taliaferro  (whig) 
re-elected. 

Loudoun  district — Charles  F.  Mercer  (whig)  re- 
elected. , 

Frederick  district — James  M.  Mason  (V.  B.) 
elected  in  place  of  col.  Edward  Lucas,  (V.  B.) 
withdrawn. 

Harrison  district — Joseph  Johnson  (V.  B.)  re- 
elected. 

Monongalia  district — -William  S.  Morgan  (V.  B.) 
re-elected  without  opposition. 

Rockingham  district — J.  S.  Pennybacker  (V.  B.) 
elected  in  place  of  James  H.  Beale,  (V.  B.)  with- 
drawn. 

Rockbridge  district — Robert  Craig  (V.  B.)  re- 
elected. 

Kanawha  distaict — Andrew  Beirne  (V.B.)  elect- 
ed in  place  of  Wm.  McComas,  (whig)  with- 
drawn. 

Washington  district — George  W.  Hopkins  (V.B.) 
re-elected. 

Recapitulation.  Parties  stand  as  they  did  in  the 
last  congress,  viz:  15  Van  Buren  to  6 whigs.  The 
Van  Buren  party  have  lost  one  representative  in  the 
Caroline  district,  in  consequence  of  a split.  There 
are  7 new  members  in  the  next  congress. 

Proposed  dinner  to  general  Scott.  At  a 
meeting  on  the  5th  instant  of  the  subscribers  to  the 
dinner  proposed  to  be  given  to  general  Scott,  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  Cornelius  W.  Lawrence  being 
called  to  the  chair,  and  James  G.  King  named  as 
secretary,  the  following  letter  from  general  Scott 
was  read: 

New  York,  May  5,  1837. 

Gentlemen:  Early  last  month  I accepted  the  in- 
vitation to  a public  dinner  which  you  and  other 
friends  did  me  the  honor  to  tender  me.  In  a few' 
days  the  embarrassments  of  this  great  emporium 
became  such,  that  I begged  that  the  compliment 
might  he  indefinitely  postponed.  You,  however, 
were  so  kind  as  to  hold  me  to  rny  engagement, 
and  to  appoint  a day  for  the  meeting,  which  is  now 
near  at  hand  In  the  mean  time,  the  difficulties  in 
the  commercial  world  have  gone  on  augmenting, 
and  many  of  rny  friends  and  friends’  friends,  here 
and  elsewhere,  have  been  whelmed  under  the  gene- 
ral calamity  of  the  times. 


Feeling  deeply  for  the  losses  and  anxieties  of  all, 
no  public  honor  could  now  be  enjoyed  by  me.  I 
must,  therefore,  under  the  circumstances, positively, 
but  most  respectfully,  withdraw  my  acceptance  of 
your  invitation.  I have  the  honor  to  remain,  gen- 
tlemen, with  the  greatest  esteem,  your  friend  and 
servant,  Winfield  Scott. 

To  Messrs.  Philip  Hone,  Cornelius  W.  Lawrence, 

Aug.  Fleming,  Charles  King,  Daniel  Jackson, 

Charles  A.  Davis,  Jacob  P.  Jiraud,  J.  W.  Webb, 

Wm.  M.  Price,  Edward  Curtis. 

Whereupon  it  was  Resolved,  That  in  the  above 
decision  of  general  Scott  to  withdraw,  for  the  rea- 
sons assigned,  his  acceptance  to  the  public  dinner 
designed  to  testify  to  him  our  high  appreciation 
both  of  his  private  and  public  character,  we  find 
new  evidence  of  his  sympathy  with  all  that  regards 
the  public  welfare,  and  of  his  habitual  oblivion  of 
self,  where  the  feelings  and  interests  of  others  are 
concerned. 

Resolved,  That  we  rejoice  with  the  joy  of  friends 
in  the  result,  so  honorable  to  general  Scott,  of  the 
recent  court  of  inquiry  instituted  to  investigate  his 
military  conduct  as  commander-in-chief  in  Alaba- 
ma and  Florida,  and  that  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  approving  their  proceedings,  acted  in 
gratifying  unison  with  the  general  sentiment  of  the 
nation. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
transmitted  by  the  chairman  to  general  Scott,  and 
that  they,  together  with  the  letter  of  that  officer,  be 
published. 

Cornelius  W.  Lawrence,  chairman. 

James  G.  King,  secretary. 

From  Florida.  The  Mobile  Register  of  the 
2d  inst.  says,  that  the  United  States  transport 
schooner  Motto,  capt.  Armstrong,  arrived  at  Pensa- 
cola on  the  28th  April,  from  Tampa  Bay,  from 
which  place  she  sailed  on  the  preceding  Saturday, 
the  22d.  The  principal  chiefs  of  the  Seminoles, 
Micanopy,  Jumper,  Cloud,  &c.  was  still  there. — 
The  other  Indians  were  coming  in  slowly.  They 
however,  generally  come  in  without  their  arms  and 
go  away  again  under  pretence  of  hunting  their  cat- 
tle, &c.  It  was  understood  before  the  Motto  sail- 
ed, that  Oceola  had  sent  word  that  if  he  could  be 
assured  that  Jumper  had  signed  the  treaty,  he 
would  come  in.  The  probability  at  present  is,  that 
general  Jesup  will  not  be  able  to  embark  the  In- 
dians before  the  10th  of  next  month,  if  so  early. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a lieutenant  in  the  army, 
dated  “Fort  Drane,  April  11:  Jesup  has  moved  to 
Tampa  Bay,  fifty  miles  from  this.  The  war  is 
ended  unquestionably.  The  Indians  are  coming  in 
rapidly — upwards  of  1,000  at  Tampa,  ready  to  em- 
bark. There  are  in  the  nation  1,680  warriors:  the 
world  estimated  them  at  from  five  to  eight  hundred. 
Their  estimation  of  every  thing  here  is  in  a wide 
proportion. 

Ano<her  letter,  dated  at  Black  Creek,  April  27, 
says:  “The  Indians  are  coming  in  as  fast  as  can  be 
expected,  and  I am  fully  satisfied  that  all  is  going 
on  admirably.  Large  numbers  of  cattle,  horses, 
&c.  have  been  brought  in,  and  bought  by  the  quar- 
termaster’s department.  The  order  of  the  5th  in- 
stant, (gen.  Jesup’s),  which  appears  to  have  caus- 
ed some  excitement,  was  highly  necessary;  and  of 
this  I was  enabled  to  judge  from  being  on  the  spot. 
Gen.  Jesup  deserves  great  credit  for  the  manner  he 
has  conducted  the  campaign,  and  has  acted  through- 
out with  the  greatest  delicacy  and  discretion.  The 
Floridians  ought,  of  all  others,  to  thank  him.” 

Mexico.  We  publish  this  week  a letter  from 
Jose  Maria  Ortiz  Monasterio,  minister  of  foreign 
atfairs  of  Mexico,  to  the  secretary  of  state  of  the 
United  States,  complaining,  in  strong  terms,  of  the 
appointment  of  a minister  from  this'government  to 
Texas;  see  page  168. 

By  the  last  advices  from  Mexico,  we  learn  that 
Bustamente  had  been  elected  president,  and  that  he 
was  to  have  been  inaugurated  on  the  10th  ult.  It 
is  stated  that  Ppdraza  will  he  appointed  to  the  war 
department,  Lebrije  to  that  of  finance,  and  Canedo, 
now  in  Lima,  or  St.  Maria,  now  in  Paris  or  Ma- 
drid, to  that  of  foreign  affairs. 

The  terms  of  the  loan  of  two  millions  of  dollars 
which  had  been  contracted  with  the  house  of  Rubio 
(Lizardia)  and  others,  had  been  rejected  by  the 
council  of  government,  and  it  was,  in  consequence, 
said  the  expedition  against  Texas  would  be  given 
up  and  the  Mexican  squadron  recalled  from  the 
Texian  coast,  which  however,  is  not  the  fact. 

The  Censor  of  Vera  Cruz  contains  the  statement 
of  Santa  Ana  in  relation  to  his  campaign  in  Texas, 
with  many  documents  in  confirmation.  He  admits, 
that  when  attacked  at  San  Jacinto,  he  himself  was 
asleep.  General  Cas'rillon,  who  was  killed  and 
whose  bravery  he  eulogises,  he  says,  was  making 


his  toilet  and  the  others  were  amusing  themselves. 
The  dead  are  those  whom  he  chiefly  censures. 

The  documents  published  here  in  relation  to  the 
claims  of  our  citizens  on  Mexico  are  also  translated. 
They  seem  to  have  created  little  sensation,  and  are 
treated  by  the  newspapers  with  ridicule. 

Capture  of  a Mexican  brig  of  war.  The 
schooner  Climax,  wnich  arrived  at  New  Orleans 
from  Pensacola  on  the  4th  inst.  whence  she  sailed 
on  the  25th  of  March,  reports  that  she  arrived  otf 
the  bar  of  the  Brassos  St.Jago,  on  the  8th  April, 
was  boarded  by  a Mexican  pilot,  and  informed  that 
she  must  remain  at  anchor  until  further  orders  from 
the  shore  without  attempting  to  land  any  person  on 
board,  promising  at  the  same  time  that  he  would 
take  her  over  the  Bar  on  the  day  following.  She 
remained  until  the  10th,  when  a boat  from  the  Mex- 
ican armed  schooner  Bravo  came  otf  to  ascertain 
if  any  while  lead  was  on  board,  but  being  answered 
in  the  negative,  the  boat  returned  to  shore.  On 
the  12th,  a"  message  was  sent  on  shore  by  the  U.  S. 
sloop  of  war  Natchez,  demanding  the  release  of  the 
American  schooner  Champion,  and  if  refused,  the 
Mexican  armed  brig,  formerly  the  Farmer,  then  at 
anchor  otf  the  bar,  should  pay  the  forfeit;  but  the 
commandant  of  the  port  returned  answer  that  the 
Champion  could  not  be  released,  and  ordered  the  offi- 
cers of  the  boat  on  board  with  a message  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  sloop  of  war  to  get  under  way  and 
leave  the  coast  immediately. 

The  Natchez  remained  at  anchor  until  the  loth, 
when  she  despatched  a note  to  the  Mexican  brig  of 
war,  ordering  her  colors  to  be  hauled  down,  which 
was  positively  refused  to  be  complied  with  unless 
fired  into.  The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  immediately 
fired  a shot  over  the  brig,  when  she  struck  her 
colors  and  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  Natchez. 
The  Mexican  fort  and  the  armed  schooner  Bravo 
immediately  opened  a heavy  cannonading  upon  the 
Climax  and  sloop  of  war,  which  was  continued 
some  time  without  however,  doing  any  injury,  ex- 
cept by  one  13  lbs.  shot,  which  struck  the  C.  passed 
through  her  deck  into  the  larbord  bow,  starting  a 
butt  which  caused  her  to  make  water  three  feet  per 
hour.  She  then  succeeded  in  making  sail  and  draw- 
ing a piece  of  canvas  over  the  leak  hole,  hauled  off 
and  placed  herself  under  the  protection  of  the  Nat- 
chez. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  remained  off' the  bar  until 
the  18th  ult.  when  her  commander  made  another 
demand  for  the  release  of  the  schooner  Champion, 
but  no  answer  being  returned,  the  Mexican  brig 
was  ordered  to  Pensacola  with  a prize  crew  on 
board,  got  under  way  in  company  with  the  Climax 
and  proceeded  to  the  westward,  leaving  the  Ameri- 
can schooners  Leonidas,  [detained]  Champion  and 
Julius  Caesar,  [captured]  and  three  others,  whose 
fates  were  unknown. 

From  Texas.  The  New  Orleans  correspondent 
of  the  New  York  Courier,  under  date  of  April  25th, 
corroborates,  as  far  as  his  letter  goes,  the  informa- 
tion which  we  have  already  published  from  our 
correspondent  in  New  Orleans  [Nat.  Lit. 

“The  recent  accounts  received  from  Texas,  by 
the  schooners]  Wm.  Bryant  and  Louisiana,  are  any 
thing  but  satisfactory.  From  a perusal  of  the  Tex- 
ian papers,  I gather  that  the  appearance  of  the 
Mexican  fleet  on  the  shores  of  the  republic,  the 
capture  of  the  schoonejjs  Champion,  Vigilant  and 
Louisiana,  together  w’ith  the  unexpected  appearance 
of  a foraging  party  of  one  hundred  Mexican  cavalry 
on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Bravo,  and  not  far  from  San 
Antonio  de  Bexar,  has  spread  general  alarm  through- 
out the  settlements,  in  consequence  of  which  many  visi- 
ters were  fast  leaving  the  country.  About  twenty  of 
them  arrived  on  board  the  William  Bryant.  I must 
here  repeat,  that  I do  not  yet  see  any  serious  cause 
for  alarm.” 

The  following  additional  confirmation  of  the  ad- 
vance of  the  Mexican  army,  from  an  official  source, 
we  find  in  the  Richmond  Whig: 

To  the  editors  of  the  Richmond  Whig.  _ 

Cay  department,  Texas,  Jlpril  5,  18S7. 

Gentlemen:  I send  you  enclosed  a paper  of  the 
latest  date.  The  enemy  there  spoken  offs  coming. 
The  Mexican  fleet  is  now  off' the  coast,  and  we  are 
blockaded  in  fact;  the  fleet  consists  of  some  seven 
or  ei-ffit  vessels,  amomrst  them  three  brigs.  Deaf 
Smith,  our  “Harvey  Birch,”  has  just  come  in,  and 
states  that  he  engaged  one  hundred  of  the  enemy 
near  Lorado— he  killed  twenty.*  He  had  with  him 
twenty-one  men,  one  was  wounded  in  the  engage- 
ment;  the  enemy  fled  in  great  terror  apparently. 

*Tbis  is,  in  all  probability,  Ihe  skirmish  referred 
toby  our  New  Orleans  correspondent,  in  which 
Saiofsky,  a Polish  officer  in  the  service  ol'Texas, 
was  killed.  PRt  Int. 
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The  Indians  are  also  very  troublesome.  Our  little 
navy,  together  with  a steamboat  and  one  or  two  trans- 
ports, will  very  probably  have  an  engagement  in  a 
day  or  two,  as  the  secretary  of  the  navy  has  gone 
in  person  to  command.  You  shall  be  kept  advised 
of  this  compaign  as  it  proceeds.  J W.  Scott. 

The  heroes  of  the  Alamo.  The  remains  of  these 
brave  men  have  been  gathered,  and  placed  in  a cof- 
fin neatly  covered  with  black,  and  having  the  names 
of  Travis,  Bowie  and  Crockett,  engraved  on  the  in- 
side of  the  lid,  and  carried  to  Bejar,  where  they 
were  interred  with  military  honors.  The  follow- 
ing eloquent  address  was  delivered  by  col.  John  N. 
Senguin  of  the  Texian  army  on  the  occasion: 

Companions  in  arms!  These  hallowed  relics 
which  we  have  now  the  melancholy  task  of  bearing 
onward  to  consign  to  their  kindred  earth,  are  all 
that  remain  of  those  heroic  men  who  so  nobly  fell 
valiantly  defending  yon  towers  of  the  Alamo!  If 
they,  my  brave  associates,  preferred  rather  to  die  a 
thousand  times,  than  basely  to  bow  down  under  the 
vile  yoke  of  tyranny,  what  a brillant,  what  an  illus- 
trious example  have  they  bequeathed  to  us!  How 
worthy  to  illumipe  with  unchanging' splendor  the 
glowing  pages  of  history!  Even  now  the  genius  of 
liberty  is  looking  down  from  her  lofty  seat,  smiling 
with  approbation  upon  our  proceedings,  and  calling 
us  in  the  names  of  our  departed  brethren,  Travis, 
Bowie,  Crockett,  and  their  iron  hearted  band — bids 
us,  in  imitating  their  mighty  deeds,  to  secure  like 
them,  a mighty  place  upon  the  scroll  of  immortali- 
ty. Since,  then,  soldiers  arid  fellow  citizens,  un- 
dying fame  is  the  glorious  reward  of  those  who  fall 
in  this  noble  contest,  cheerfully  will  I encounter  the 
most  formidable  dangers  which  fortune  can  crowd 
in  the  path  of  glory,  in  that  noble  attempt  to 
achieve  my  country’s  independence,  or  regardless 
of  whatever  indignity  the  brutal  ferocity  of  my 
enemies  may  offer  to  my  lifeless  body,  joyfully 
perish  on  the  field  of  battle,  shouting  the  war  cry 
of  these  heroes:  God  and  liberty,  victory  or  death. 

Naval.  The  United  States  ship  John  Adams, 
S.  H.  Stringham,  esq.  commander,  arrived  at  New 
York  on  Friday  afternoon  the  5th  instant.  She 
left  Mahon  on  the  6th  March,  touched  at  and  sailed 
from  Gibraltar  on  the  17th;  touched  at  and  sailed 
from  St.  Thomas  the  24th  April.  Officers  and  crew 
all  well.  Left  at  Mahon,  the  Constitution,  captain 
B oeru m,  (flag  of  com.  Elliott),  United  States,  capt. 
Wilkinson,  schooner  Shark,  lieut.  com.  J.  F.  Pear- 
son. 

List  of  officers.  S.  H.  Stringham,  commander. 
Cadwallader  Ringold,  1st  lieut.  J.  S.  Sterrett,  2d 
do.  C.  W.  Chauncey,  3d  do.  ~\V.  P.  Griffin,  acting 
4th  do.  J.  B.  Malchand,  passed  midshipman,  act- 
ing master.  B.  R.  Tenslar,  surgeon.  D.  M.  F. 
Thornton,  purser.  J.  E.  Brown,  passed  midship- 
man. Midshipmen — S.  F.  F.  Blunt,  M.  C.  Marin, 
C.  R.  Howard,  J.  S.  Guthrie,  F.  A.  Bacon,  W. 
Brinekerhoff,  J.  E.  Duncan,  II.  L.  Chipman,  W. 
C.  Brashears,  S.  Smith. 

Passengers,  (invalids) — lieut.  Hurst,  late  master 
of  frigate  United  States;  lieut.  Jabez  C.  Rich,  of 
marines.  Constitution;  J.  W.  Revere,  passed  mid- 
shipmen, of  do.  lieut.  H.  Wescott,  (invalid),  late 
of  frigate  United  States,  died  six  days  out  from 
Gibraltar. 

The  United  States  schooner  Relief  lieut.  com. 
Dornin,  bearing  the  broad  pendant  of  com.  Jones: 
barques  Pioneers,  lieut.  corn.  Tat  nail:  Consort,  lieut. 
com.  Glynn  and  schooner  Pilot,  lieut.  com.  Morris, 
of  the  exploring  expedition,  will  sail  on  an  expe- 
rimental cruize  in  the  course  of  a few  days.  They 
are  bound  to  the  southward,  and  will  probably 
touch  at  Charbstan — they  will  be  absent  three  or 
four  weeks.  The  Consort  has  dropped  down  to 
Hampton  roads.  Com.  Jones  will  accompany  the 
expedition. 

A letter  from  an  officer  on  board  the  United 
States  ship  North  Carolina  74,  to  a friend  in  Phila- 
delphia, dated  at  the  harbor  of  Rio  Janeiro,  March 
10,  1837,  says: 

“We  arrived  here  about  two  weeks  ago,  all  well, 
and  I do-not  believe  we  shall  sail  again  before  the 
25th.  There  is  no  other  American  man-of-war  here 
at  present.  But  the  Erie,  com.  R.enshaw,  is  ex- 
pected daily.  There  is  an  English  frigate  in  the 
harbor,  and  a seventy-four  is  expected  soon  to  re- 
lieve her.  There  was  another  English  frigate,  the 
Cleopatra,  captain  Gray,  but  she  sailed  yesterday. 
She  is  going  round  Cape  Horn.  1o  the  same  station 
as  ourselves.  There  is  also  a French  sloop  of  war, 
a Sardinian  frigate,  and  plenty  of  Brazilian  men-of- 
war.” 

The  arrival  of  the  United  States  frigate  Potomac, 
Nicholson,  at  Rio  Janeiro  from  the  Mediterranean 
is  stated  in  a Rio  Janeiro  price  current  of  January 
21:  date  not  given. 

The  board  for  the  examination  of  midshipmen, 
whose  warrants  bear  date  prior  to  the  1st  January, 


1832,  will  assemble  at  Page’s  hotel,  in  Baltimore, 
on  Monday,  the  22d  instant,  and  will  be  composed 
of  the  following  officers — com.  las.  Biddle,  presi- 
dent; com.  M.  J.  Woolsey,  capts.  Geo.  C.  Read, 
Joseph  J.  Nicholson  and  David  Connor.  The  ma- 
thematical examiners  are  Edward  C.  Ward  and 
P.  J.  Rodriguez. 

The  exploring  expedition  We  have  been 
favored,  by  the  gentleman,  to  whom  it  was  written, 
with  permission  to  publish  the  following  letter  from 
an  intelligent  gentleman  who  will  accompany  com- 
modore Jones  on  the  South  Sea  expedition: 

[Nat.  Int. 

Hampton  Roads,  Maij  7,  1837. 

My  dear  sir:  Our  little  squadron,  consisting  of 
the  auxiliary  vessels  of  the  surveying  and  exploring 
expedition,  are  at  anchor  in  these  roads.  _ The 
signal  is  displayed  that  “the  fleet  is  under  sailing 
orders,”  and  we  are  momentarily  expecting  to  get 
under  way.  I cannot  say  much  for  the  appearance 
of  the  squadron.  Our  flag  ship,  the  Relief,  which 
bears  the  broad  pendant  of  commodore  Jones,  is 
certainly  a fine  ship,  as  gallant  and  noble  in  her 
bearing  as  one  of  our  sloops  of  war;  but  the  others, 
whatever  may  be  their  good  qualities,  have  but 
little  personal  beauty  to  recommend  them.  You  no 
doubt  recollect  that  the  Pioneer,  one  of  the  two 
barques  built  at  the  north  last  summer  for  the  ex- 
pedition, was  the  vessel  which  conveyed  general 
Santa  Ana,  the  president  of  Mexico,  to  Vera 
Cruz,  in  January  last.  Upon  her  return,  captain 
Tatnall  (than  whom,  by  the  by,  there  is  not  a 
better  seaman  or  more  accomplished  officer  in  the 
navy)  made  rather  unfavorable  reports  of  her  sail- 
ing qualities;  so  much  so,  indeed,  that,  a survey 
being  lately  held,  the  present  cruise  was  directed 
to  be  made,  in  order  to  test  the  qualities  of  all  the 
auxiliary  vessels,  and  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  possible 
their  fitness  and  capability  to  meet  the  dangers  of 
the  ice-bound  regions  of  the  polar  seas.  As  a sea 
boat  in  stormy  w’eather,  and  on  ocean  water,  the 
Pioneer  is  highly  approved;  but,  in  light  winds 
and  short  head  seas,  she  answered  her  helm  so 
poorly,  and  pitched  so  much,  as  to  be  greatly  com- 
plained of.  The  Consort,  the  other  barque,  was 
originally  as  like  the  Pioneer  as  a twin  sister;  but 
she  has  undergone  some  change,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain what  effect  certain  alterations  in  her  stowage 
and  masting  may  have  on  her  working  and  sail- 
ing. The  Pioneer  goes  out  in  her  original  trim, 
with  a stock  of  provisions  equal  to  fifteen  months’ 
supply  for  her  complement  of  men,  which  is  sixty- 
tree,  all  told.  She  is  divested  of  the  extra  orna- 
ment of  four  guns  and  thirty  men,  which  was  put  on 
board  other  for  the  protection  of  Santa  Ana,  and 
which,  it  is  thought  by  many,  materially  operated 
to  produce  the  effects  complained  of.  At  all  events, 
this  experimental  cruise  is  judicious,  and  affords 
evidence  of  a disposition  to  make  the  expedition 
efficient.  This  is  as  it  should  be,  fob  public  atten- 
tion, both  at  home  and  abroad,  has  been  too  much 
awakened,  to  suffer  any  abatement  now  in  proper 
and  timely  exertion.  . Every  thing  should  be  done 
to  send  forth  the  expedition  in  a manner  worthy  of 
the  country,  and  commensurate  with  the  great 
scientific  and  mercantile  objects  sought  to  be  ob- 
tained. The  expedition  has  been  approved  by  the 
people  of  the  states  generally,  as  well  in  the  inte- 
rior as  on  the  seaboard,  and  all  that  is  now  neces- 
sary is,  to  carry  into  effect  the  liberal  spirit  with 
which  it  was  authorised  by  congress.  I have  no 
doubt  this  will  be  done.  But  I will  dwell  upon  the 
subject  no  further.  We  had  a slight  fall  of  rain 
last  night,  and  some  gusty  squalls;  but  the  sun  rose 
beautifully  this  morning,  and  now  gleams  brightly 
on  the  blue  waters  around  us.  It  is  a perfect  calm, 
and  not  a single  ripple  breaks  upon  the  white  sand 
beach  which  horizons  our  roadstead;  there  is  not 
air  enough  stirring  even  to  display  “ the  stars  and 
stripes”  from  the  flag  staff  on  the  battlements  of 
fortress  Monroe,  distance  only  two  or  three  miles; 
and  our  vessel  is  mirrored  in  the  smooth,  clear 
waters  with  such  distinctness  as  to  give  not  only 
her  outlines,  but  her  very  portraiture,  with  all  the 

minute  tm n Oj-v  of  her  eparo.  But  yonder  is  a thing 

of  life:  it  is  a beautiful  steamer.  How  gallantly  she 
is  bearing  down — dashing  aside  the  blue  waters 
with  her  glowing  prow— flinging  the  glittering- 
spray  high  in  air,  and  leaving  a long  white  wake, 
whose  snowy  foam  sparkles  with  a rainbow  beauty. 
But,  as  the  stranger  comes  in  her  pride  and  beauty, 
she  seems  to  have  exercised  a magical  influence 
over  the  very  elements.  The  pendant  at  the  mast 
head  begins  to  flutter — the  breeze  is  coming.  Even 
while  I write,  a signal  goes  alost:  it  is  to  “ prepare 
to  weigh.”  Orders  are  rapidly,  but  distinctly  gi  ven, 
or.  each  of  our  vessels,  the  boatswain’s  shrill  whistle 
calls  promptly  to  duty;  the  officers  and  crew  are  at 
their  several  stations — some  are  at  the  windlass, 
ready  to  heave  the  anchor;  others  are  stretching  out 


on  the  yards,  ready  to  let  fall  the  sails;  the  pilot  is 
at  the  helm;  the  first  lieutenant  stands  on  the  quar- 
ter deck,  with  trumpet  in  hand;  the  next  moment, 
and  the  word  may  be  given — we  shall  soon  be  un- 
der sail 

“O’er  the  glad  waters  of  the  dark  blue  sea.” 

The  boat  which  is  to  take  our  letters  is  just  about 
to  put  off;  I have  only  time  to  say  farewell,  and,  in 
that  word,  to  wish  you  a speedy  recovery,  a restor- 
ation to  health,  and  the  enjoyment  of  every  happi- 
ness. Yours,  truly. 

Mr.  Cass.  A letter  from  Paris  in  the  New  Ex- 
press says,  among  other  things,  that  Mr.  Minister 
Cass  has  gone,  to  Constantinople  for  six  months. 
He  left,  or  was  to  leave  Paris  on  the  1st  of  April, 
for  Toulon,  where  an  American  frigate  was  to.  be 
ready  for  him  on  his  arrival.  A negotiation  for  a 
commercial  treaty,  or  tor  an  island  in  the  Archipe- 
lago, was  talked  of  among  the  quid  mines  of  Paris 
as^the  purpose  of  this  diplomatic  movement. 

The  same  letter  contains  the  following  paragraph: 
“Our  last  advices  from  Constantinople  are  of  the 
23d  lilt.  A naval  college  was  then  building  on  the 
island  of  Cathy,  near  that  capital,  which  will  be 
sufficiently  large  to  contain  500  pupils.  The  latter 
are  to  be  chosen  among  the  sons  of  the  first  families 
oT Turkey,  and  their  naval  instruction  committed 
to  some  of  the  American  officers  shortly  expected 
in  Constantinople.  The  other  officers  are  to  be  in- 
vested with  the  command  of  schooners  and  brigs, 
which  are  to  be  constantly  out  of  port  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exercising  and  forming  the  crews.  Those 
officers,  it  was  believed,  would  be  in  Constantinople 
before  two  months,  three  months  having  now' elapsed 
since  commodore  Porter,  the  American  envoy,  had 
applied  to  his  government  on  the  subject,  at  the 
request  of  the  grand  admiral,  Achmet  Pacha.” 

New  rank.  On  Wednesday  night,  four  persons 
were  arrested  at  a boarding  house  in  Courtland 
street,  on  suspicion  of  being  couriterlciters.  It  ap- 
peared that  about  a -week  ago  the  gentlemen  loca- 
ted themselves  in  the.  attick,  where  they  were 
busily  employed  striking  off  bank  bills,  purporting 
to  be  on  the  Ottawa  bank  of  Montreal.  The  sus- 
picions of  the  landlady  being  excited,  she  gave  in- 
formation to  a magistrate.  A posse  of  officers  were 
forthwith  despatched  to  seize  both  persons  and 
papers.  A great  number  of  bills  of  the  above  bank 
were  discovered.  They  were  elegantly  executed, 
and  w’ere  drawn  for  various  sums  from  $5  to  $10,000. 
On  their  examination,  the  gentlemen  were  very 
indignant  at  being  deprived  of  their  liberty.  They 
assured  the  magistrate  that  they  had  formed  them- 
selves into  a regular  banking  concern,  to  be  called 
the  Ottawa  bank,  and  that  it  w'is  their  intention  to 
carry  on  business  under  the  above  designation.  As 
a reason  for  printing  their  bills  in  this  city,  they 
said  they  could  get  them  done  much  cheaper  than 
in  Canada.  Upwards  of  $20,000  bills  were  ready 
for  circulation  and  about  $800  in  silver  w as  found 
among  their  effects.  The  first  said  he  was  direc- 
tor— the  second  had  been  appointed  president — 
the  third  was  cashier,  and  the  fourth  claimed  to 
be  a stockholder  to  a large  amount.  As  it  could 
not  be  shewn  that  they  had  violated  any  law,  in 
thus  starting  a new  bank,  they  w-ere  discharged. 

[New  York  Times. 

Great  natural  curiosity.  Professor  Em- 
mons, in- his  report  on  the  geology  ot  the  northern 
counties  of  New  York,  thus  describes  the  appear- 
ance of  a great  curiosity  in  t!  at  slate: 

“ ‘TheNotcb,’  about  five  miles  from  fbe  iron 
works  at  Newcomb  is  next  to  the  falls  of  Niagara, 
the  greatest  natural  curiosity  in  the  state,  and  is 
well  worth  a visit  from  the ‘lovers  of  magnificent 
scenery.  It  is  an  immense  gorge  of  chasm  furnish- 
ing a passage  through  these  high  mountains.  On 
one  side  a precipice  of  solid  rock  rises  perpen- 
dicularly by  measurement,  from  10  to  1200  feet, 
and  on  the  other  side  a steep  mountain  attains  an 
elevation  of  5,000  feet— the  north  branch  of  the 
Hudson,  and  the  south  branch  ofthe  An  Sal/le,  both 
rise  in  this  gorge,  the  former  flowing  south,  the  lat- 
ter north,  the  two  streams  being  so  near  each  other 
at  these  sources  that  during  freshets  their  waters 
mingle.  Even  the  fragaments  of  rock,  says  the 
professor,  are  wonderful  for  size,  one  measured  40 
feet  wide,  and  35  feet  high— it  is  a quadrangular  in 
form,  and  will  weigh  about  5,000  tons,  and  is  only 
one  among  hundreds  of  the  same  size.  Tt  is  from 
facts  like  these  that  we  learn  what  mighty  forces 
have  opperated  in  former  times.” 

Opening  of  a vast  lead  mine  in  Y/jscon- 
sin  territory.  The  Tazewell  (Illinois)  Tele- 
graph, printed  at  Peking,  gives  a very  interesting 
account  of  a great  excavation  made  for  lead  ore  in 
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Wisconsin  territory,  under  the  enterprising  proprie- 
tor Mr.  Kirkpatrick.  It  is  4 feet  wide  and  6 deep 
through  solid  rock — runs  near  half  a mile,  and  has 
been  3 years  completing.  Its  greatest  depth  is  60 
feet  where  it  runs  under  the  Pickatolik  river,  a tri- 
butary of  the  rock,  and  25  miles  only  above  steam- 
boat navigation.  This  work,  which  cost  $10,000 
was  performed  entirely  by  candle  light.  The  ore  is 
inexhaustible  and  some  of  the  veins  12  feet  thick. 
Mr.  Kirkpatrick  has  already  raised  600,000  lbs. 
which  at  $25  a 1,000  lbs.  exceeds  the  cost  of  work 
by  $5,000.  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  commenced  this  un- 
dertaking from  the  suggestions  of  the  Indians,  and 
from  his  own  observation  which  led  him  to  believe 
that  the  bodies  of  ore  increased  in  dimensions  as 
they  increased  in  depth,  and  that  the  veins  seemed 
to  have  a tendency  to  run  under  the  water  courses 
in  that  part  of  the  mining  region. 

Crime  and  control.  The  chaplain  of  the 
Connecticut  prison,  in  his  last  report,  says: 

“One-half  of  those  committed  to  this  prison,  last 
year,  were  deprived  of  parental  control  before  they 
were  15  years  old;  40  out  of  66  lived  roving  lives. 
Away  from  home  they  were  exposed  to  peculiar 
temptations  to  do  evil,  and  being  without  control, 
and  free  to  choose  whatever  employment  suited 
them  best,  they  generally  engaged  in  such  business 
as  caused  least  uneasiness  to  the  body,  and  the 
highest  flow  of  animal  spirits  by  day,  and  left  them 

I at  liberty  and  in  a mood  for  carousing  at  night. — 
Out  of  66,  40  had  no  wives,  15  had  been  sailors,  4 
are  foreigners,  26  from  the  other  states,  and  67  fol- 
lowed no  regular  trade.” 

The  chaplain  of  the  prison  at  Auburn,  in  his  last 
report  says: 

“Of  228  convicts  received  last  year,  154  lost  or 
left  their  parents  before  they  were  21  yeare  of  age; 
121  before  they  wmre  17;  77  before  they  were  14, 
and  3S  before  they  were  10  years  of  age.  20  had 
been  soldiers,  27  sailors,  71  had  followed  the  ca- 
nals, 82  had  been  gamblers,  and  84  had  intempe- 
rate parents,  who  may  not  be  supposed  to  have  ex- 
ercised much  control  over  their  children.”  Page  18. 

!'  The  warden  of  the  new  penitentiary  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  his  last  report,  says: 

“Of  217  prisoners  received  during  the  last  year, 
1335,  60  were  bound,  and  served  until  they  were 
21  years  of  age;  60  were  bound,  and  left  their  mas- 
ters, and  97  were  never  apprenticed.”  Page  9. 

Young  Bonaparte  and  the  pope.  The  Cou- 
rier des  Etats  Unis  of  Saturday  morning  contains  a 
letter,  of  which  the  subjoined  is  in  substance  a 
I translation,  addressed  to  the  editor  by  the  prince 
Pierre  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  son  of  the  Prince  de 
■ Canino,  who  arrived  in  the  city  of  New  York,  a 
few  days  after  his  cousin,  prince  Louis  Napoleon: 
New  York,  5 May,  1837. 
Monsieur  Editor:  While  confined  in  the  dungeon 
of  St.  Angelo,  I had  not  the  power  to  rebut  the 
calumnies  of  which  I have  been  the  object;  now 
that  my  feet  are  on  a soil  of  liberty,  I hold  it  a duty 
to  explain  to  my  countrymen  the  infamous  outrage 
!:  of  which  I was  the  victim.  * * * The 

papal  government,  uneasy  at  seeing  me  traverse, 
with  my  brother,  the  plains  of  Rome,  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  chase,  conceived  the  design  of  arresting 
me;  but  the  agents  of  the  holy  fatherdaTed  not  meet 
me  face  to  face.  One  day  as  I was  passing  through 
the  village  of  Canino,  on  a hunting  excursion,  an  of- 
ficer of  gend’  armerie  accosted  me  in  a friendly 
manner;  he  was  conversing  familiarly  with  me, 
when  of  a sudden  some  thirty  soldiers  appeared  from 
the  adjoining  streets,  and  one  of  them  presented  a 
pistol  at  me;  it  missed  fire,  and  with  my  couteau- 
de-chasse  I gave  him  a serious  wound.  The  of- 
ficer had  raised  his  hand  to  cut  me  down,  but  I 
laid  him  dead  upon  the  ground,  and  disabled  another 
soldier;  the  others  drew  back  and  fired  several  shots 
at  me,  one  of  which  took  effect  upon  my  head,  and 
I fell;  as  I lay  upon  the  ground,  I received  several 
bayonet  wounds.  In  this  condition,  and  bound,  I 
was  dragged  to  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo.  But  for 
the  wound  which  stunned  me,  I wrould  have  put 
i them  to  flight  or  died,  like  a Frenchman  and  a sol- 

| dier,  defending  myself  to  the  last.  I was  tried  by  a 

special  tribunal;  my  sentence  was  decreed  before- 
hand; the  court  of  Rome  sought  to  wreak  upon  me 
the  hatred  it  bears  my  race.  I should  have  under- 
gone an  ignominious  death,  but  for  the  intervention 
of  my  family,  and  particularly  of  cardinal  Fesch,  who 
i represented  strongly  to  the  pope  the  abominable 
conduct  of  his  agents.  The  pope  himself  confessed 
that  he  had  been  deceived  by  false  reports.  After 
nine  months  of  imorisonment  I am  again  at  liberty, 
and  my  first  care  Is  to  defend  my  honor. 

British  revenue  from  heathen  India.  The 
European  population  of  Madras  has  presented  a 
memorial  to  the  governor  signed  by  14  chaplains  of 


the  company,  37  missionaries,  and  152  civil  and 
military  officers,  which  enumerates  as  grievances, 
1.  That  the  Christian,  civil  and  military  servants  of 
the  government  are  required  to  attend  heathen  and 
Mahoinmedan  religious  festivals  for  purposes  of 
respect.  2.  That  they  are  required  to  present  offer- 
ings and  do  homage  to  idols.  3.  That  the  impure 
and  degrading  services  of  the  pagoda  are  carried  on 
under  the  government,  and  the  revenues  and  en- 
dowments of  the  pagodas  and  mosques  are  vested  in 
them,  and  that  all  the  disgusting  ceremonies  to  the 
idols  are  done  under  the  orders,  and  with  the  con- 
currence of  Christian  functionaries.  4.  That  the 
British  troops  fire  salutes  in  honor  of  these  idola- 
trous and  Mahommedan  ceremonies  even  on  the 
Sabbath,  and  that  Christians  are  often  thus  compel- 
led to  take  part  in  unholy  superstitions.  5.  That 
Protestant  soldiers,  members  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, have  been  required  to  be  present  at  them. 
The  petitioners  say  these  outrages  bring  disgrace 
on  the  Christian  religion,  and  they  pray  to  have  the 
same  toleration  allowed  them  as  to  the  natives. 
The  bishop  transmitted  the  memorial  to  the  governor 
and  fully  concurred  in  it.  The  secret  of  this  is,  that 
the  government,  by  favoring  the  native  worship, 
obtain  a revenue  from  their  heathen  subjects!  The 
East  India  company,  so  far  as  they  receive  pecu- 
niary advantages  for  this  regulation,  renounce  any 
further  participation  in  it.  Lord  Bentick  found 
no  difficulty  in  stopping  the  effusion  of  human 
blood  in  these  ceremonies.  Such  developments  as 
the  above  make  us  exclaim,  indeed,  “there  are 
more  things,  Horatio,  in  heaven,  and  earth,  than 
are  dreamt  of  in  thy  philosophy.” 

Fires  in  London.  Of  564  fires  which  occur- 
red in  and  around  London  during  the  last  year,  the 
following  are  the  causes,  as  far  as  the  same  could 
be  ascertained  by  diligent  inquiries  made  by  the 
firemen  immediately  after  the  occurrences: 

Accidents  of  various  kinds,  scarcely  avoidable, 
11;  apparel  taking  fire  on  the  person,  2;  bed  cur- 
tains set  on  fire  by  accident,  71;  accidents  with 
candles,  57;  cases  of  palpable  carelessness,  18; 
charcoal  fires,  portable,  2;  children  playing  with 
fire,  6;  fires  kindled  on  hearths,  5;  defective  or  foul 
flues  and  chimneys,  72;  fumigation,  9;  sundry  gas 
accidents,  for  the  most  part  occurring  from  gas  fit- 
ters during  the  progress  of  repairs,  38;  gunpowder, 
1;  heating  of  hay,  lime,  &c.  7;  sparks  from  lamps, 
2;  linen  incautiously  hung  before  fires,  31;  ovens 
overheated,  6:  loose  shavings  ignited,  13;  sparks 
from  fire,  7;  defective  setting  of  stoves,  &c.  28;  ap- 
plication of  fire  heat  to  various  purposes  of  trades 
and  manufactures,  31;  tobacco  smoking,  1;  un- 
known, 96;  wilful,  8;  window  curtains  catching 
fire,  35. 

The  number  of  fires,  where  one  or  more  buildings 
were  totally  destroyed,  was  33;  where  one  or  more 
were  seriously  damaged,  134;  where  slightly  da- 
maged 397.  The  total  number  of  buildings  damaged 
by  fire  during  the  year  is  estimated  at  794. 

The  slate  as  to  insurances  of  the  houses  in  which 
the  564  distinct  fires  originated  are  ascertained  to 


be  as  under: 

Insurances  of  building  and  contents  169 
On  the  building  only  73 

On  the  contents  only  104 

Neither  insured  218 

Total  564 


Unwrought  steel.  The  progress  of  this  par- 
ticular branch  of  British  trade  may  be  understood 
from  the  following  statement  of  exportation  from 
England  in  each  year  from  1815,  (the  year  succeed- 
ing the  late  war).  The  principal  market  for  this 
article  will  be  found  to  be  the  United  States  of 


America. 

To  all  the  world. 

To  the  U.  Sto 

1815 

1,221  tons. 

474 

1816 

917 

497 

1817 

475 

249 

1818 

704 

224 

1819 

494 

124 

1820 

326 

85 

1821 

515 

274 

1822 

564 

288 

1823 

479 

233 

1824 

570 

173 

1825 

533 

130 

1826 

472 

137 

1827 

535 

227 

1828 

917 

518 

1829 

714 

330 

1830 

832 

397 

1831 

1,207 

852 

1832 

1,112 

686 

1833 

1,587 

970 

1834 

1,709 

1,099 
[.V.  Y.  Gazelt 

NEW  YORK  COMMITTEE. 

A large  meeting  was  held  at  Masonic  Hall,  New 
York,  on  Monday  evening  last,  to  receive  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  appointed  to  proceed  to  Wash- 
ington and  present  the  remonstrance  of  the  mer- 
chants of  N.  York,  on  motion  of  Shepherd  Knapp, 
Philip  Hone,  esq.  was  appointed  president,  and  the 
following  gentlemen  appointed  vice  presidents: — 
Nathan’l  Weed,  Shepherd  Knapp,  Thomas  Tileston, 
George  S.  Robbins,  Benjamin  Loder,  Charles  Hal- 
sey, M.  D.  Benjamin,  John  W.  Leavitt;  Stephen 
Crocker  and  Thomas  Denny  were  appointed  secre- 
taries. 

Isaac  S.  Hone,  esq.  then  read  the  report  of  the 
committee  as  follows: 

Report  of  the  committee  appointed  at  the  meeting  of 

merchants,  at  Masonic  Hall,  on  the  25th  of  April, 

1837. 

This  committee  having  been  convened  upon  the 
day  after  its  appointment,  we  ascertained  that  a 
large  majority  of  our  number  could  not  leave  the 
city  without  serious  inconvenience  and  loss,  and  we 
therefore  appointed  a sub-committee  of  fifteen  to 
repair  to  Washington,  and  present  to  the  executive 
the  remonstrance  of  the  merchants  of  New  York. 
In  the  interval  between  the  nomination  of  this  com- 
mittee, and  the  day  fixed  for  its  departure,  several 
of  the  members  found  that  the  increasing  difficulties 
by  which  they  were  surrounded,  made  their  pre- 
sence at  home  indispensable;  and  accordingly  only 
nine  were  able  to  enter  upon  the  duty  with  which 
we  were  originally  charged. 

These  gentlemen  reached  the  capital  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  2d  inst.  and  on  the  following  morning 
their  chairman  addressed  the  following  note  to  the 
president: 

To  Martin  Van  Buren,  president  of  the  U.  States: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a com- 
mittee has  been  appointed  by  a meeting  of  the  mer- 
chants of  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  addressing 
the  executive  upon  the  present  distressed  condition 
of  that  city. 

In  behalf  of  that  committee  I respectfully  request 
an  audience  at  as  early  an  hour  as  your  convenience 
will  permit.  With  profound  respect,  your  most  ob’t 
serv’t,  ISAAC  S.  HONE,  chairman. 

Gadsby’s  Hotel,  May  3,  9 o'clock. 

The  reply  to  this  note  was  as  follows: 

Washington,  May  3,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter,  informing  me 
that  a committee  had  been  appointed  by  a meeting 
of  the  merchants  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of 
addressing  me  upon  the  present  distressed  condi- 
tion of  that  city,  and  requesting  an  audience  at  as 
early  an  hour  as  my  convenience  will  admit. 

I will  receive  the  committee  at  two  o’clock  to- 
day, and  will,  at  that,  or  at  any  other  time  more 
agreeable  to  them,  be  pleased  to  receive  any  com- 
munication which  they  may  desire  to  present  to 
me.  To  avoid  the  misapprehensions  to  which  oral 
communications  are  liable,  and  also  to  avoid  the 
errors  which,  with  the  best  intentions,  are  so  apt  to 
occur,  on  both  sides,  in  giving  accounts  of  such  in- 
terviews, I think  it  most  proper  that  the  representa- 
tion of  the  committee  be  made  in  writing.  In  that 
form,  I shall  be  happy  to  receive  it,  and  when  so 
received,  it  shall  be  respectfully  considered,  and 
answered  in  the  same  manner.  I am,  sir,  very  re- 
spectfully, your  ob’t  serv’t,  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

To  Isaac  S.  Hone,  esq.  chairman,  &c. 

To  which  this  answer  was  given: 

Washington  city.  May  3,  1837. 

To  Martin  Van  Buren,  president  of  the  U.  States: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  the 
committee  will  wait  upon  you  at  2 o’clock,  and 
present  a written  communication,  in  accordance 
with  the  suggestion  expressed  in  your  note.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  ob’t  servant, 

ISAAC  S.  HONE,  chairman. 

At  the  appointed  time,  they  presented  them- 
selves, were  courteously  received  by  the  president, 
with  whom  they  found  the  secretaries  of  the  state 
and  treasury  departments,  and  read  the  following 
address: 

To  Martin  Van  Buren,  president  of  the  U.  States: 

Sir:  We  have  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  a 
very  numerous  meeting  of  the  merchants  of  New 
York  W'as  held  on  the  25th  of  April,  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  present  distressed  condition  of 
the  city,  and  deliberating  upon  the  means  of  relief. 
It  was  called  by  more  than  three  hundred  firms,  and 
attended  by  a large  proportion  of  those  merchants 
who  are  connected  with  the  internal  trade  of  the 
country,  and  who  have  an  especial  and  direct  in- 
terest in  the  state  of  domestic  exchanges. 

A committee  was  appointed  to  repair  to  Wash- 
ington, and  remonstrate  with  the  executive  against 
the  continuance  of  the  specie  circular,  and  to  urge 
1 its  immediate  repeal;  also,  to  ask  that  instructions 
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may  be  given  to  prevent  the  commencing  of  suits 
in  any  of  the  collection  districts,  upon  unpaid 
bonds,  until  after  the  first  day  of  January  next: 
and  to  urge  upon  the  executive  the  propriety  of 
calling  an  extra  session  of  congress  at  as  early  a 
day  as  possible. 

In  obedience,  sir,  to  these  instructions,  we  pre- 
sent ourselves  before  you,  and  ask  your  deep  and 
solemn  attention  to  the  unhappy  condition  of  that 
city  which  has  hitherto  been  the  promoter  and  the 
index  of  our  national  prosperity,  and  whose  fall 
will  include  the  ruin  of  thousands  in  every  region 
of  our  territory.  We  do  not  tell  a fictitious  tale  of 
woe;  we  have  no  selfish  or  partisan  views  to  sustain, 
when  we  assure  you  that  the  noble  city  which  we 
represent,  lies  prostrate  in  despair,  its  credit  blight- 
ed, its  industry  paralized,  and  without  a hope  beam- 
ing through  the  darkness  of  the  future,  unless  the 
government  of  our  country  can  be  induced  to  re- 
linquish the  measures  to  which  we  attribute  our 
distress.  We  fully  appreciate  the  respect  which  is 
due  to  our  chief  magistrate,  and  disclaim  every  at- 
tention inconsistent  with  that  feeling;  but  we  speak 
in  behalf  of  a community  which  trembles  upon  the 
brink  of  ruin,  which  deems  itself  an  adequate 
judge  of  all  questions  connected  with  the  trade  and 
currency  of  the  country,  and  believes  that  the  poli- 
cy adopted  by  the  recent  administration,  and  sus- 
tained by  the  present,  is  founded  in  error,  and 
threatens  the  destruction  of  every  department  of 
industry. 

Our  merchants,  manufacturers  and  mechanics, 
have  repeatedly  predicted  the  fatal  issue  of  that  po- 
licy. “What  was  prophecy,  has  now  become  his- 
tory;” and  the  .reality  tar  exceeds  our  most  gloomy 
apprehensions.  Under  a deep  impression  of  the 
propriety  of  confining  our  declarations  within  mo- 
derate limits,  we  affirm  that  the  value  of  our  real 
estate  has,  within  the  last  six  months,  depreciated 
more  than  forty  millions:  that  within  the  last  two 
months,  there  have  been  more  than  two  hundred 
and  fifty  failures  of  houses  engaged  in  extensive 
business:  that  within  the  same  period,  a decline  of 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  has  occurred  in  our  local 
stocks,  including  those  rail  road  and  canal  incorpo- 
rations, which,  though  chartered  in  other  states, 
depend  chiefly  upon  New  York  for  their  sale;  that 
the  immense  amount  of  merchandise  in  our  ware- 
houses has  within  the  same  period  fallen  in  value 
at  least  thirty  per  cent.;  that  within  a few  weeks, 
not  less  than  twenty  thousand  individuals,  depend- 
ing upon  their  daily  labor  for  their  daily  bread,  have 
been  discharged  by  their  employers,  because  the 
means  of  retaining  them  were  exhausted — and  that 
a complete  blight  has  fallen  upon  a community 
heretofore  so  active,  enterprising  and  prosperous. — 
The  error  of  our  rulers  has  produced  a wider  deso- 
lation than  the  pestilence  which  depopulated  our 
streets,  or  the  conflagration  which  laid  them  in 
ashes. 

We  believe  that  it  is  unjust  to  attribute  these 
evils  to  any  excessive  development  of  mercantile 
enterprise,  and  that  they  really  flow  from  that  un- 
wise system  which  aimed  at  the  substitution  of  a 
metallic  for  a paper  currency — the  system  which 
gave  the  first  shock  to  the  fabric  of  our  commercial 
prosperity  by  removing  the  public  deposites  from 
the  United  States  bank,  which  weakened  every 
part  of  the  edifice  by  the  destruction  of  that  useful 
and  efficient  institution,  and  now  threatens  to  crum- 
ble it  into  a mass  of  ruins  under  the  operations  of 
the  specie  circular,  which  withdrew  the  gold  and 
silver  of  the  country  from  the  channels  in  which  it 
could  be  profitably  employed.  We  assert  that  the 
experiment  has  had  a fair,  a liberal  trial,  and  that 
disappointment  and  mischief  are  visible  in  all  its 
results— that  the  promise  of  a regulated  currency 
and  equalized  exchanges  has  been  broken,  the  cur- 
rency totally  disordered,  and  internal  exchanges  al- 
most entirely  discontinued.  We,  therefore,' make 
our  earnest  appeal  to  the  executive,  and  ask  whe- 
ther it  is  not  time  to  interpose  the  paternal  authority 
of  the  government,  and  abandon  the  policy  which 
is  beggaring  the  people. 

Amid  all  the  distress  of  our  condition,  we  have 
been  gratified  by  a view  of  the  generous  and  for- 
bearing spirit  which  has  almost  invariably  marked 
the  conduct  of  the  creditor  towards  the  debtor.  A 
general  disposition  has  been  manifested  to  indulge 
the  debtor  with  ample  time  for  the  arrangement  of 
his  business  and  collection  of  his  debts,  and  we 
would  respectfully  suggest  the  example  for  the  imi- 
tation of  the  government.  The  embarrassment 
and  distress  of  the  merchants  would  be  materially 
relieved  by  the  suspending  of  suits  upon  unpaid 
bonds,  until  a future  day,  when  the  wisdom  of  con- 
gress may  grant  some  measure  of  relief. 

Feeling  as  we  do  that  we  have  reached  a crisis 
which  requires  the  exercise  of  all  the  wisdom  and 
energy  of  the  country,  to  heal  the  wounds  which 
have  been  inflicted  upon  its  commerce  and  produc- 


tive industry,  we  would  respectfully  and  earnestly 
urge  upon  the  executive  the  propriety  of  calling  an 
extra  session  of  congress,  to  deliberate  upon  the 
unprecedented  and  alarming  embarrassments  in 
which  we  are  involved.  The  members,  coming  di- 
rectly from  their  constituents,  will  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  and  appreciating  the  extent  of 
the  distress  whicli  exists,  and  are  convinced  that 
their  collected  opinions  will  fully  sustain  those 
which  we  have  expressed — and  their  testimony  in- 
dicate an  amount  of  suffering  of  w hich  we  cannot 
believe  that  you,  sir,  have  heretofore  been  aware. 

We  persuade  ourselves  that  the  representations 
which  we  have  given  of  the  actual  condition  of 
our  affairs,  will  induce  you  to  doubt  the  expediency 
of  the  policy  which  has  been  recently  pursued,  and 
we  trust  to  your  intelligence  for  such  a change  of 
measures  as  will  revive  the  hopes  and  stimulate  the 
energies  of  the  merchants  of  New  York. 

ISAAC  S.  HONE, 

JAMES  W.  BRYAN, 
BENJAMIN  LODER, 
ALEX.  B.  McALPIN, 

J.  A.  UNDERWOOD, 
THOMAS  TILESTON, 
MEIGS  D.  BENJAMIN, 
ELISHA  LEWIS, 
SIMEON  DRAPER,  jr. 

Washington,  May  3d,  1837. 

After  the  address  had  been  read  to  him,  the  pre- 
sident in  brief  and  emphatic  terms  assured  the  com- 
mittee of  his  sympathy  with  the  distress  of  his 
fellow  citizens  of  New  York,  and  of  his  desire  to  do 
every  thing  in  his  power  for  their  relief,  consistent 
with  the  views  of  iiis  official  duty,  and  said  that  he 
would  answer  the  address  in  the  manner  indicated 
in  his  note. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  the  committee  receiv- 
ed the  following  reply  to  their  address,  and  deemed 
it  so  explicit  as  to  leave  no  opening  for  any  further 
communication: 

Washington,  May  4,  1837. 

Gentlemen:  I have  bestowed  on  your  commu- 
nication the  attentive  consideration  which  is  due  to 
the  opinions,  wishes  and  interests  of  the  respectable 
portion  of  my  fellow  citizens  in  whose  behalf  you 
act. 

In  the  correctness  of  the  judgment  which,  in  the 
exercise  of  an  undoubted  right,  you  have  in  such 
general  terms  pronounced  upon  particular  points 
in  the  policy  of  the  late  and  present  administrations, 
you  cannot  expect  me  to  concur.  My  opinions  on 
those  points  were  distinctly  announced  to  the  Ame- 
rican people  before  my  election,  and  I have  seen  no 
reason  to  change  them.  But  however  much  1 may 
differ  with  you  upon  them,  as  well  as  in  respect  to 
the  causes  of  the  existing  evil,  you  may  be  assured 
of  the  warm  interest  I shall  ever  feel,  in  whatever 
concerns  the  mercantile  community,  of  my  deep 
sympathy  with  those  who  are  now  suffering  from 
the  pressure  of  the  times,  and  of  my  readiness  to 
adopt  any  measures  for  their  relief,  consistent  w ith 
my  convictions  of  duty. 

The  propriety  of  giving  to  the  collectors  of  the 
customs,  instructions  of  the  character  desired,  ne- 
cessarily involves  inquiries  into  the  extent  of  the 
power  of  the  executive  over  the  subject,  fhe  pre- 
sent condition  of  the  treasury,  and  its  probable  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year.  These  examinations  have  been  directed,  and 
are  in  progress,  and  the  result  will  be  communicat- 
ed by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  collector 
at  New  York,  who  will  be  instructed  to  give  it  pub- 
licity. A few  days  will  be  required  to  arrive  at  a 
safe  conclusion  upon  some  parts  of  the  investigation, 
but  there  shall  be  no  unnecessary  delay. 

The  other  subjects  to  which  you  have  called  my 
attention,  are,  first,  an  immediate  repeal  of  the 
order  requiring  specie  payment  on  sales  of  public 
lands,  issued  by  my  predecessor,  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  a strict  execution  of  the  act  of  congress, 
which  forbids  the  allowance  of  credit  on  such  sales; 
and  secondly,  on  an  extra  session  of  congress.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  satisfy  myself  that  I ought, 
under  existing  circumstances,  to  interfere  with  the 
order  referred  to. 

You  must  be  aware  of  the  obstacles  to  an  imme- 
diate convocation  of  congress,  arising  from  the  im- 
perfect state  of  the  representation  in  one  branch  of 
that  body.  Several  of  the  states  have  not  yet  chosen 
their  representatives,  and  are  not  to  do  so  for  some 
months  to  come.  Independent  of  that  consideration, 
I do  not  see  at  present,  sufficient  reasons  to  justify 
me  in  requiring  an  earlier  meeting,  than  that  ap- 
pointed by  the  constitution. 

I am,  gentlemen,  very  respestfullv,  vour  obedient 
servant,  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

To  Messrs.  Isaac  S.  Hone,  James  W.  Bryan,  Benj. 

Loder,  Alexander  B.  McAlpin,  John  A.  Underwood, 

Thos.  Tileston,  Meigs  D.  Benjamin,  Elish  Lewis 

and  Simeon  Draper,  jr  committee. 


From  this  correspondence  it  is  obvious,  fellow 
citizens,  that  we  must  abandon  all  hope  that  eilher 
the  justice  of  our  claims  or  fhe  severity  of  our  suf- 
ferings will  induce  the  executive  to  abandon  cr  re- 
lax the  policy  which  has  produced  such  desolating 
effects — and  it  remains  for  us  to  consider  what, 
more  is  to  be  done  in  this  awful  crisis  of  our  affairs. 
Our  first  duty  under  losses  anil  distresses  which  we 
have  endured,  is  to  cherish  with  religious  care  the 
blessings  which  we  yet  enjoy,  arid  which  can  be 
protected  only  by  a strict  observance  of  the  laws 
upon  which  society  depends  for  security  and  hap- 
piness. \Vfe  do  not  disguise  our  opinion  that  the 
pages  of  history  record  and  the  opinions  of  man- 
kind justify,  numerous  instances  of  popular  insur- 
rection, tile  provocation  to  which  was  less  severe 
than  the  evils  of  which  we  complain.  But  in  these 
cases,  the  outraged  and  oppressed  had  no  other 
means  of  redress.  Cur  case  is  different.  If  we 
can  succeed  in  an  effort  to  bring  public  opinion  into 
sympathy  with  the  views  which  we  entertain,  the 
executive  will  abandon  the  policy  which  oppresses 
instead  of  protecting  the  people.  Do  not  despair 
because  the  time  at  which  the  ballot  box  can  ex- 
ercise its  healing  influence  appears  so  remote — the 
sagacity  of  the  practical  politician  will  perceive  the 
change  in  public  sentiment  before  you  are  aware  of 
its  approach.  But  the  effort  to  produce  this  change 
must  be  vigorous  and  untiring.  Omit  all  appeals  to 
popular  prejudice,  in  which  demagogues  have  found 
their  strength  and  their  success,  and  address  your 
arguments  and  your  remonstrances  to  the  intelli- 
gence and  virtue  of  the  people — tell  them  that  the 
principle  upon  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  uniformly 
acted,  and  uniformly  succeeded,  is  this,  that  the 
poor  naturally  hate  the  rich,  and  prove  to  them  that 
if  this  really  be  the  case,  it  is  time  that  they  should 
be  convinced  of  their  error — avow  your  belief  that 
in  a great  majority  of  cases  the  possession  of  pro- 
perty is  the  proof  of  merit,  because  in  a country  of 
free  laws  and  equal  rights,  property,  as  a general 
rule,  cannot  be  acquired  without  industry,  skill  and 
economy.  Human  sagacity  may  err  in  its  calcula- 
tions; disease  may  interrupt  our  labors;  the  dis- 
pensations of  Providence  may  overwhelm  us  with 
calamity;  or  a bad  government  bring  us  to  ruin — 
but  there  are  few7  exceptions  to  the  rule  that  tem- 
perance and  industry,  and  economy,  lead  to  pros- 
perity. Tell  them  that  the  perverse  and  obstinate 
adherence  of  the  president  to  the  existing  system, 
after  all  its  dangers  and  horrors  have  been  develop- 
ed, arises  from  the  belief  that  his  best  chance  lor 
popularity  consists  in  affording  nutriment  to  this 
pernicious  principle — with  a firm  faith  that  the 
many  will  follow  the  wise  and  the  good,  call  upon 
the  men  of  sound  morals,  of  intelligence  and  indus- 
try, throughout  the  nation,  to  forget  all  the  distract- 
ing topics  which  have  agitated  it,  and  unite  in  de- 
fence of  the  institutions,  without  which  commercial 
society  cannot  exist — convince  them  that  the  abun- 
dant resources  for  our  happiness  and  enjoyment, 
with  which  a benignant  Providence  has  blessed  our 
land,  cannot  be  brought  into  action  without  the  aid 
of  commerce,  and  that  the  security  and  prosperity 
of  merchants  cannot  be  sustained  without  a na- 
tional bank.  If  they  reply  that  our  present  chief 
magistrate  and  his  predecessor  deny  the  constitu- 
tionality of  a bank,  remind  them  that  Hamilton  was 
the  author  of  the  law  which  incorporated  such  an 
institution  in  1791,  when  the  sages  of  our  revolution, 
fresh  from  its  struggles,  were  alive  to  all  the  caution 
which  a vigilant  jealousy  could  teach — that  Wash- 
ington, after  a careful  consideration,  gave  it  his  ap- 
proval— that  in  two  instances  the  supreme  court 
has  unanimously  affirmed  the  constitutionality  of  a 
bank;  and  ask  them  by  vvliat  sanctions  constitu- 
tional law  can  be  sustained,  if  the  laws  of  congress, 
in  1791,  approved  by  Washington,  and  in  1816, 
approved  by  Madison,  if  the  unanimous  decisions 
of  the  supreme  court,  and  forty  years’ acquiescence 
by  the  people  are  inadequate  to  its  support?  Con- 
vince them,  too,  that  when  you  assert  the  necessity 
of  a national  bank,  you  are  not  under  the  influence 
of  an  attachment  to  any  particular  institution,  but 
regard  only  the  public  good. 

Appeal  to  our  brethren  of  the  south  for  their 
generous  co-operation,  and  promise  them  1 h at  those 
wffio  believe  that  the  possession  of  property  is  an 
evidence  of  merit,  will  be  the  last  to  interfere  with 
the  rights  of  property  of  any  kind — discourage 
every  effort  to  awaken  an  excitement,  the  bare  idea 
of  which  should  make  every  husband  and  father 
shudder  with  horror — remembering  that  it  is  their 
peculiar  pride,  that  they  have  shown  an  early  and 
unceasing  care  of  the  constitution,  remind  them  that 
the  alterations  in  our  condition  since  its  adoption, 
and  the  innovations  to  which  it -has  recently  been 
exposed,  demand  the  attention  of  every  true  friend 
of  his  country — that  the  arbitrary  use  of  the  veto, 
the  destroying  of  bills  by  neglect  to  return  them 
within  the  prescribed  period,  the  excessive,  if  not 
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illegal,  exercise  of  the  power  of  removal  from  office, 
and  the  president’s  assumption  ofp  control  over  the 
treasury,  are  evils  which  suggest,  in  the  most  for- 
cible manner,  the  necessity  of  sustaining  the  consti- 
tution as  expounded  by  its  authors,  and  finally,  en- 
deavor to  give  such  a direction  to  public  opinion,  as 
will  inspire  the  members  of  the  cabinet  with  the 
proud  sense  of  independence  which  should  mark 
their  eminent  stations,  and  which  should  teach  them 
to  resist  the  usurpation  of  the  president,  or  to  resign 
office,  if  their  opinions  upon  questions  of  vital  im- 
portance are  disregarded  by  him,  even  when  a ma- 
jority of  his  cabinet  believe  that  his  measures  are 
injurious  to  the  public  interest. 

We  trust  that  by  a strict  adherence  to  a creed 
founded  upon  these  recommendations,  and  by  the 
exercise  of  those  virtues  of  which  adversity  is  an 
apt  instructor,  you  will  be  able  to  perceive  that  the 
oppression  which  arouses  a free  people  and  excites 
them  to  new  vigilance  in  the  guardianship  ot  their 
rights,  is  likethe  tempest  which  prostrates  the  lofty 
tower  and  destroys  the  humble  cottage,  but  purifies 
the  atmosphere,  and  gives  a new  impulse  to  the 
energies  of  nature. 

ISAAC  S.  HONE,  chairman. 

Wm.  A.  Lawrence,  secretary. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  submitted  to 
the  meeting,  and  after  addresses  from  Isaac  S.  Hone 
and  James  W.  Bryan,  esqrs.  adopted  with  great 
unanimity. 

Resolved,  That  a strict  construction  of  the  act  of 
1820,  the  only  act  which  could  have  been  referred 
to  in  the  president’s  answer,  was  unknown  during 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Adams, 
and  to  gen.  Jackson  during  the  first  seven  years  of 
his  administration:  that  the  necessity  for  such  con- 
struction is  not  assigned  in  the  specie  circular  as 
one  of  the  reasons  for  issuing  it,  and  we  consider 
the  distinction  made  by  the  president  between  the 
notes  of  solvent  banks  and  specie,  designating  the 
former  as  credit,  to  be  erroneous,  and  at  variance 
with  the  true  interests  of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  we  dwell  with  satisfaction  upon 
the  fact  mentioned  by  the  president,  that  several  of 
the  states  have  not  yet  chosen  representatives,  and 
we  trust  that  a protecting  Providence  will  direct  the 
people  of  those  states  to  the  choice  of  representa- 
tives who  have  wisdom  to  perceive  and  virtue  to 
pursue  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  we  yield  our  hearty  assent  to  the 
preamble  of  the  act  incorporating  the  first  bank  of 
the  United  States,  which  declares  such  an  institu- 
tion to  be  “conducive  to  the  successful  conducting 
of  the  national  finances,  and  productive  of  consi- 
derable advantages  to  trade  and  industry  in  gene- 
ral.” 

Resolved,  That  the  interests  of  the  capitalists, 
merchants,  manufacturers,  mechanics  and  industri- 
ous classes,  are  dependent  upon  each  other,  and 
any  measures  of  the  government  which  prostrate 
the  active  business  men  of  the  community,  will  al- 
so deprive  honest  industry  of  its  reward;  and  we 
call  upon  all  our  fellow  citizens  to  unite  with  us 
in  removing  from  power  those  who  persist  in  a 
system  that  is  destroying  the  prosperity  of  our 
country. 

Resolved,  That  the  chief  causes  of  the  existing 
distress  are  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Clay’s  land  bill,  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites,  the  refusal  to  re- 
chartcr  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  issu- 
ing of  the  specie  circular.  The  land  bill  was  pass- 
ed by  the  people’s  representatives,  and  vetoed  by 
the  president — the  bill  rechartering  the  bank  was 
passed  by  the  people’s  representatives,  and  vetoed 
by  the  president.  The  people’s  representatives  de- 
clared by  a solemn  resolution,  that  the  public  de- 
posites were  safe  in  the  United  States  bank;  within 
a few  weeks  thereafter,  the  president  removed 
the  public  deposites.  The  people’s  representatives 
passed  a bill  rescinding  the  specie  circular:  the 
president  destroyed  it  by  omitting  to  return  it  with- 
in the  limited  period;  and  in  the  answer  to  our  ad- 
dresses, president  Van  Buren  declares  that  the  spe- 
cie circular  was  issued  by  his  predecessor,  omitting 
all  notice  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  who  is 
amenable  directly  to  congress,  and  charged  by  the 
act  creating  his  department  with  the  superinten- 
dence of  the  finances,  and  who  signed  the  order. 
We  therefore 

Resolve,  That  all  these  circumstances  indicate  an 
infusion  of  monarchical  principles  into  our  system, 
whieh  demands  the  prompt  and  regular  action  of 
every  patriot. 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA  UNION  CONVEN- 
TION. 

The  convention  of  the  friends  of  the  “integrity  of 
the  union”  met  at  the  court  house  in  Harrisburgh 
on  Monday,  the  1st  inst.  For  the  purpose  of  tem- 
porarily organizing  the  convention,  Thomas  McGif- 


fin,  esq.  of  Washington  county,  was  chosen  chair- 
man, and  col.  W.  S.  Franklin,  of  York,  secretary. 
A commiltee  of  one  from  each  county  was  chosen 
to  select  officers  for  the  convention,  which  reported 
the  following,  who  were  unanimously  chosen  by  the 
convention. 

President — Hon.  Thomas  H.  Baird,  of  Washing- 
ton county. 

Vice  presidents — Hon.  T.  B.  Dallas,  of  Alleghany 
county;  George  Fisher,  esq.  of  Dauphin;  col.  W.  S. 
Franklin,  of  York;  Thomas  S.  Bill,  esq.  of  Chester; 
N.  Erving,  esq.  of  Fayette;  lion.  George  Chambers, 
of  Franklin;  Samuel  H.  Lloyd,  esq.  of  Lycoming; 
hon.  John  Bredin,  of  Butler;  gen.  Thomas  C.  Mil- 
ler, of  Adams;  Martin  Stambaugh,  esq.  of  Perry; 
Michael  Holcomb,  esq.  of  Cumberland. 

Secretaries — Morton  McMichael,  of  Philadelphia; 
S.  D.  Patterson,  of  Dauphin;  S.  W.  Randall,  of 
Erie;  Joseph  Williams,  of  Delaware. 

Nearly  two  hundred  delegates  were  in  attendance, 
and  the  convention  may  challenge  comparison,  for 
intelligence  and  respectability,  with  any  that  has 
ever  assembled  in  this  or  any  other  state. 

Tuesday,  May  2,  1837 — 9 o'clock.  Convention 
met  agreeably  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  to  prepare  and  present  for  the 
consideration  of  the  convention  an  address  and  re- 
solutions expressive  of  its  sense,  by  John  K.  Kane, 
esq.  the  chairman  thereof,  reported  the  following, 
which  were  read  and  adopted: 

The  cautious  wisdom  which  distinguishes  the 
framers  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  is 
strikingly  manifested  in  the  reserve  with  which  that 
instrument  alludes  to  the  existence  of  domestic  ser- 
vitude among  us.  Although  the  topic  was  neces- 
sarily presented  to  their  view,  and  exerted  an  im- 
portant influence  on  several  articles  of  the  compact, 
the  term  slave  or  slavery  no  where  occurs. 

The  apportionment  of  representatives  and  of  di- 
rect taxes  is  required  to  be  made  according  to  the 
population  of  the  states  respectively,  by  adding  to 
the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  including  those 
bound  to  service  for  a term  of  years,  and  excluding 
Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  all  other  persons. — 
The  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any 
of  the  states  should  think  proper  to  admit,  is  not  to 
be  prohibited  by  congress  prior  to  the  year  1808  — 
No  person  held  to  labor  or  senice  in  one  state,  accord- 
ing to  the  laivs  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall, 
in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be 
discharged  from  such  labor  or  service,  but  shall 
be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such 
labor  or  service  may  be  due. 

By  this  carefully  varied  but  clear  phraseology,  it 
was  sought  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  slavehold- 
ing states,  and  to  secure  the  right  of  the  master  to 
the  services  of  his  slave.  Congress  was  vested  with 
the  power  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slaves  af- 
ter the  year  1808;  but  in  all  other  respects  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  was  included  in  the  general  reserva- 
tion of  powers  not  delegated,  and  was  left  to  the  un- 
restricted action  of  each  state  within  its  own  limits. 

Such  are  the  articles  of  the  constitution  which 
relate  to  slavery  within  the  United  States,  fully  re- 
cognizing its  existence,  and  guarding  against  any 
legislation  which  might  liberate  an  absconding 
slave. 

When  it  is  remembered  how  many  conflicting 
interests,  and  how  many  variant  habits  of  thought 
and  life  were  reconciled  by  the  spirit  of  mutual 
concession  as  embodied  in  this  compact,  no  argu- 
ment should  be  required  to  enforce  all  its  provi- 
sions, and  to  rescue  its  principles  from  violation. 

Nor  can  it  be  necessary  to  demonstrate  to  the 
candid  and  the  honorable,  that  the  spirit  of  this 
compact  is  opposed  to  measures  by  which  the  rights 
it  recognizes  are  disturbed  in  their  exercise,  or  im- 
paired in  their  security.  Principles  cannot  sanc- 
tion an  indirect  interference  with  relations  which 
are  thus  formally  vindicated  and  established. 

Slavery  existed  in  the  District  of  Columbia  at 
the  time  of  its  cession  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
rights  growing  out  of  this  circumstance  have  re- 
cently been  made  the  subject  of  highly  excited 
discussion.  It  is  not,  however,  necessary,  in  the 
judgment  of  this  convention,  to  inquire  how  far 
those  rights  are  protected  by  the  terms  of  the  con- 
stitution. It  is  enough,  that,  whether  so  protected 
or  not,  they  ought  in  no  wise  to  be  affected  by  an 
act  of  legislation.  Were  even  the  power  of  con- 
gress unquestionable,  its  action  on  the  subject  is 
forbidden  by  considerations  of  the  highest  policy. 

Such,  it  is  believed,  are  now  the  views  and  opi- 
nions of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania — a state  which, 
acting  for  itself,  has,  within  its  own  borders,  treat- 
ed slavery  as  an  evil,  both  in  the  abstract  and  in 
practice;  and  it  is  for  the  single  purpose  of  express- 
ing them  that  this  convention  has  been  assembled. 
Its  members  have  been  chosen  at  meetings  held, 
without  distinction  of  party,  in  the  several  counties 
of  the  state,  and  most  of  them  have  been  specially 


charged  by  the  language  of  their  commission  to 
“assure  our  brethren  of  the  southern  states  that  we, 
as  a state,  are  opposed  to  the  schemes  of  the  imme- 
diate abolitionists,  and  that  we  will,  to  the  utmost 
of  our  ability,  defend  and  sustain  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  compact  by  which 
we  are  united  as  one  people.” 

Sensible  of  the  importance  of  declaring  frankly 
and  accurately  the  general  sentiment  of  Pennsylva- 
nia on  this  subject,  the  convention,  after  full  con- 
sultation, has  adopted,  in  the  name  of  its  consti- 
tuents, the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  government  of  the  United 
States  has  no  constitutional  pow'er  whatever  over 
the  relation  of  master  and  slave  in  any  of  the  states 
of  the  union. 

Resolved,  That,  whether  congress  does  or  does 
not  possess  the  right  of  legislating  on  the  subject  of 
the  abolition  of  slavery  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, it  woqld  be  unwise  and  impolitic  in  the 
extreme  to  assert  or  exercise  such  right,  as  any  at- 
tempt to  do  so  would  impair  the  harmony  and  mu- 
tual confidence  of  the  states,  if  not  peril  the  integ- 
rity of  the  union. 

Resolved,  That  each  state  has  the  exclusive  right, 
under  the  constitution,  to  judge  of,  establish,  and 
maintain  within  its  own  borders,  its  own  system  of 
domestic  relations  and  domestic  policy;  and  that 
every  attempt  by  the  citizens  of  one  state  to  de- 
nounce or  invalidate  the  established  institutions  of 
another,  is  unwarranted  by  tbe  constitution,  and 
hostile  to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  union. 

Resolved,  That  no  state  could  be  justly  required 
to  recognize  as  valid,  under  the  constitutional  com- 
pact of  the  states,  a measure  which  should  violate 
its  internal  security  and  peace,  or  abrogate  the 
rights  of  property  of  its  citizens;  and  that  we 
pledge  ourselves  to  unite  with  the  people  of  the 
other  states  in  opposing  such  infractions  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  in  maintaining  the  domestic  repose  of 
every  member  of  this  confederation. 

Resolved,  That  the  project  of  colonizing,  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  free  persons  of  color,  and  manumit- 
ted slaves,  to  be  carried  thither  with  their  own  con- 
sent, does  hold  out  to  the  patriot  and  philanthropist 
the  hope  of  the  ultimate  abolition  of  slavery,  the  ele- 
vation of  the  African  race  to  a state  of  equality  with 
the  rest  of  the  human  family,  the  extension  of  the 
blessings  of  civilization  and  self-government,  and 
the  diffusion  of  the  principles  of  the  sacred  gospel  of 
peace  within  that  benighted  region,  and  that  the 
praiseworthy  efforts  of  the  colonization  societies  to 
bring  about  these  most  desirable  results  are  entitled 
to  the  best  wishes  and  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
all  the  friends  of  the  peace,  order,  harmony,  and  in- 
tegrity of  the  union  of  these  states. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  proceedings  be 
forwarded  to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  the 
governors  of  the  several  states,  and  the  members  of 
the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

On  motion  of  J.  K.  Kane,  esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  conven- 
tion be  published,  and  that  it  do  now  adjourn  sine 
die. 


Trevanion  B.  Dallas, 
Walter  S.  Franklin, 
George  Fisher, 
Thomas  S.  Bell, 
Nathaniel  Ewing, 
George  Chambers, 


THOMAS  H.  BAIRD,  president. 


Samuel  H.  Lloyd, 
John  Bredin, 

T.  C.  Miller, 
Martin  Stambaugh, 
Michael  Holcomb, 
James  M.  Pawling. 


Is 
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Morton  McMichael, 

S.  D.  Patterson,  I , - 

S.  W.  Randall , f secretaries. 

J.  Williams,  J 


MEETING  OF  TOBACCO  PLANTERS. 

An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Prince 
George’s  county  interested  in  the  tobacco  trade  of 
the  United  States  was  held  at  the  courthouse,  in  the 
town  of  upper  Marlborough,  on  Thursday,  May  4, 
1837. 

The  chairman  having  called  the  meeting  to  order, 
Thomas  F.  Bowie,  esq.  from  the  committee 
heretofore  appointed  for  that  purpose,  submitted  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions: 

Whereas,  by  a resolution  of  the  last  congress,  the 
president  of  the  United  States  was  authorised  and 
directed  to  instruct  the  different  diplomatic  agents 
of  this  government,  in  foreign  countries,  to  negoti- 
ate upon  the  subject  of  a diminution  of  the  duties 
imposed  on  American  tobacco,  and  to  procure,  if 
possible,  the  reduction  of  those  duties,  so  as  to 
place  the  article  of  American  tobacco  upon  the  same 
terms  of  reciprocity  and  favor  with  the  productions 
of  foreign  growth  and  foreign  merchandise  in  our 
own  ports;  and  whereas,  also  appropriations  were 
made  by  congress  for  the  sending  of  ministers  to 
Austria  and  Prussia,  and  other  agents  to  different 
foreign  ports,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  represent. 
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irig  the  peculiar  interests  of  the  planters  of  tobacco 
in  the  United  States,  and  others  engaged  in  the  to- 
bacco trade;  and  whereas  the  planters  of  tobacco 
feel  particularly  concerned  in  the  success  of  the 
measures  recommended  by  congress  for  their  bene- 
fit, and  therefore  desire  to  see  those  measures  carri- 
ed out  by  the  executive,  in  the  mode  best  calculat- 
ed, in  their  judgment,  to  ensure  their  speedy  and 
favorable  termination-  therefore, 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  be  respectfully  requested,  in  the  name  of  this 
meeting,  and  on  behalf  of  the  great  body  of  planters 
of  tobacco  in  the  United  States,  to  appoint,  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable, 
the  different  agents  and  foreign  ministers  authoris- 
ed by  the  said  resolution  and  proceedings  of  con- 
gress; and  that,  when  appointed,  they  be  required 
by  him  to  proceed,  with  the  greatest  possible  expe- 
dition, to  the  discharge  of  the  various  duties  to  be 
assigned  them,  in  order  that  information  of  the  re- 
sult of  their  efforts  may  be  received  before  or  during 
the  next  session  of  congress,  and  in  time  to  obtain 
the  legislative  aid  of  that  body,  in  the  event  of  its 
being  necessary,  to  effect  any  of  the  piurposes  of 
their  missions. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  would  be  more  conducive 
to  the  interest  of  the  planters  of  tobacco  in  the 
United  States,  and  it  is  therefore  their  earnest  de- 
sire, that  the  appointments  of  minister  to  Austria, 
and  the  different  agents,  recommended  by  the  afore- 
said'resolution  of  congress,  should  be  made  from 
that  portion  of  the  United  States  where  tobacco  is 
cultivated  as  a staple  crop;  and  that  the  president 
be  respectfully  requested  to  select  (in  making  his 
appointments  to  those  offices)  some  fit  persons,  in 
all  respects  suitable  to  him,  who  are  citizens  of  to- 
bacco growing  states,  and  therefore  more  immediate- 
ly interested  in  the  prosperity  of  that  class  of  our 
population,  and  more  capable  of  representing  their 
peculiar  interests,  and  understanding  their  peculiar 
wants. 

3.  Resolved,  That  a committee  of  ten  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  chair,  who  shall  (on  behalf  of  this  meet- 
ing, and  of  the  tobacco  planters  of  the  United  States, 
having  an  interest  in  common  with  them)  wait 
upon  the  president  of  the  United  States,  on  Mon- 
day, the  15th  instant,  and  submit  these  resolutions 
to  his  consideration,  with  a request  that  they  may 
receive  his  favorable  attention,  as  expressive  of  the 
opinions  and  wishes  of  the  citizens  of  those  portions 
of  the  United  States  where  tobacco  is  cultivated, 
and  who  feel  that  they  have  more  than  an  ordinary 
interest  in  their  adoption  and  success. 

Which  were  unanimously  adopted.  And  the 
chair  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  the  com- 
mittee under  the  third  resolution,  viz: 

John  B.  Brooke,  Wm.  D.  Bowie, 

Thomas  F.  Bowie,  Benjamin  Ogle, 

Charles  Hill,  Gov.  Samuel  Sprigg, 

Col.  David  Craufurd,  Alexander  Keeeh, 

Col.  John  Contee,  Philemon  Chew. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 

Resoleed,  That  the  chairman  and  secretaries  be 
added  to  the  committee  above  named. 

On  motion  of  Thos.  F.  Bowie,  esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  (in 
behalf  of  the  tobacco  planters  of  the  United  States) 
are  due  to  the  last  congress  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  favorable  action  of  that  body  in  promoting 
the  views  and  interests  of  that  large  and  respectable 
portion  of  our  citizens,  and  for  the  liberal  spirit 
with  which  they  favored  the  resolutions  and  memo- 
rial of  the  convention  of  tobacco  planters  which 
met  in  Washington  during  the  late  session. 

On  motion  of  T.  G.  Pratt,  esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  convention  of 
tobaccq  planters  which  convened  in  Washington 
on  the  last  Monday  of  January  last  be,  and  he- is 
hereby,  requested  to  call  together  the  said  conven- 
tion, to  meet  again  at  the  same  place,  some  time 
during  the  first  week  of  the  next  session  of  con- 
gress, in  pursuance  of  the  authority  vested  in  him 
by  said  convention. 

On  motion  of  col.  Craufurd, 

Resolved,  That  these  proceedings  be  signed  by 
the  officers  of  this  meeting,  and  published  in  the 
National  Intelligencer,  Globe  and  Marlborough  Ga- 

ROBERT  W.  BOWIE,  chairman. 

H.  C.  Scott,  ) secretaries 

S.  L.  Brooke,  5 secmanes- 

^MEXICO  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

From  the  New  Orleans  Bee,  May  2. 

Mexico.  We  have  received  from  Mexico,  by 
way  of  Havana,  the  Diario  of  the  3d  April,  in 
which  we  find  the  following  document,  which,  un- 
der present  circumstances,  is  very  interesting.  At 
that  date,  there  was  no  discussion  of  the  presiden- 
tial election,  and  every  thing  seemed  quiet  in 
Mexico, 


General  government,  office  of  foreign  affairs. 

To  his  excellency  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Palace  of  the  national  government  at  Mexico, 
March  21,  1S37. 

The  undersigned,  senior  officer,  charged  with  the 
foreign  affairs  of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  the  ho- 
nor to  address  the  secretary  of  the  same  depart- 
ment of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  order  to 
express  to  him  the  just  surprise  with  which  the 
president  ad  interim  of  this  republic  has  seen  the 
annunciation,  in  the  New  Orleans  Bee  of  the  13th 
of  the  present  month,  of  the  acknowledgment  by 
the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  the  indepen- 
dence proclaimed  by  the  insurgents  of  Texas,  and 
the  subsequent  appointment  by  the  government  of 
Mr.  Alcee  Labranche  to  be  minister  plenipotentia- 
ry to  the  pretended  republic. 

Measures  thus  premature  have  caused  the  more 
astonishment  in  the  Mexican  government  that  it 
had  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  would  be  adopt- 
ed, and  that  it  expected  actions  conformable  to  the 
friendship  that  exists  between  the  two  republics, 
guarantied  by  solemn  treaties,  and  the  assurances 
which  that  government  has  given,  the  most  recent 
and  conclusive  of  which  the  undersigned  takes  the 
liberty  to  cite. 

When,  on  the  24th  May  of  last  year,  Mr.  Goros- 
tiza,  Mexican  minister  to  that  government,  on  the 
subject  of  the  proposition  made  to  the  senate  of 
the  United  States  to  acknowledge  the  independence 
of  Texas,  offered  representations  and  objections 
which  he  wished  to  render  valid,  the  hon.  Mr.  John 
Forsyth,  secretary  of  foreign  affairs,  stated,  in  his 
answer  of  the  29th  of  the  same  month,  which  is 
now  under  my  eye,  that  he  had  received  instruc- 
tions from  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  as- 
sure him  that  the  government  would  adopt  no  reso- 
lution or  decision  on  that  question  which  was  not 
founded  on  the  same  rules  and  principles  which 
had  guided  it  in  the  dissensions  between  Spain  and 
her  colonies;  that  only  when  the  parts  should  be 
well  known,  and  not  before,  after  a complete,  im- 
partial and  serious  examination,  and  having  always 
in  view  the  considerations  due  to  the  friendly  en- 
gagements that  subsist  between  the  two  republics, 
the  government  would  then  proceed  to  decide  a 
question  which,  with  the  Mexican  minister,  is  con- 
sidered as  of  the  greatest  importance  in  its  imme- 
diate effects  and  in  its  inevitable  results. 

Such  is  precisely  the  language  held  by  Mr.  Se- 
cretary at  the  end  of  the  month  of  May  of  last 
year,  immediately  after  the  victory  obtained  by  the 
insurgents.  Has  the  case  supposed  by  Mr.  For- 
syth now  occurred?  Are  the  Texians  in  the  same 
position  that  the  Mexicans  were  in  regard  to  Spain, 
when  the  United  States  acknowledged  their  inde- 
pendence? Is  there  the  slightest  point  of  identity 
between  a nation  of  more  than  six  millions  of  in- 
habitants, who,  by  their  sole  efforts,  had  thrown  off' 
the  yoke  of  Spain,  after  a sanguinary  struggle  of 
eleven  years,  and  a few  thousand  vagabonds,  with- 
out country,  without  religion,  without  virtues,  and 
without  laws,  menaced  by  a numerous  army,  full  of 
enthusiasm,  marching  to  recover  the  laurels  which 
a capricious  destiny  ravished  at  St.  Jacinto?  Shall 
the  atrocious  insult  be  offered  to  Mexico  to  suppose 
that  it  is  incapable  of  vindicating  her  rights  on  the 
territory  which  those  miserable  adventurers  have 
usurped,  and  shall  she  submit  to  the  sneers  of  that 
republic? 

If  the  undersigned  should  undertake  to  give  a 
solution  of  these  questions,  he  would  render  this 
note  tedious  by  its  length,  and  call  in  question  the 
knowledge  of  the  secretary  whom  he  has  the  honor 
to  address. 

A document  not  less  interesting  than  that  just 
cited,  is  now  under  the  eyes  of  the  undersigned:  I 
refer  to  the  message  of  his  excellency  general 
Jackson  to  the  house  of  representatives  on  the  21st 
of  last  December,  transmitting  extracts  from  the 
report  of  the  agent  whom  he  had  despatched  to 
collect  information  in  relation  to  the  situation,  poli- 
tical and  civil,  of  Texas,  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
solution of  the  two  houses,  which  declared  that  the 
independence  of  Texas  should  be  acknowledged  by 
the  United  States  in  case  they  received  satisfactory 
information  of  the  existence  of  a government  ca- 
pable of  fulfilling  the  duties  and  obligations  of  an 
independent  nation. 

This  official  document,  founded  on  the  solid  basis 
of  justice  and  the  law  of  nations,  was  published  in 
the  American  journals,  as  a new  proof  to  Mexico 
of  respect  for  her  rights.  Its  whole  contents  are 
interesting;  it  tends  entirely  to  support  a neutral 
position  between  Mexico  and  Texas.  At  the  onset, 
in  laying  down  general  principles,  it  qualifies  the 
act  of  acknowledging  a new  state  as  extremely 
delicate,  and  attended  by  great  responsibility;  it  es- 
tablishes that  a premature  acknowledgment,  if  not 
considered  as  a plausible  cause  of  war,  may  at  least 


be  regarded  as  proof  of  a hostile  spirit  towards  one 
of  the  belligerent  parlies;  it  declares  that  every 
question  relative  to  foreign  nations,  was  considered 
as  seditious  by  the  United  States,  and  never  credits 
them,  but  by  most  unquestionable  evidence,  not 
only  for  a final  decision,  but  to  guard  its  decisions 
from  all  imputation. 

Proceeding  to  particular  cases,  it  recalls  the 
prudence  observed  in  the  dissensions  between 
Spain  and  her  colonies,  waiting  not  only  till  the 
ability  of  the  new  states  was  absolutely  known,  but 
also  till  all  possibility  of  their  being  again  subjugat- 
ed had  disappeared.  Recurring  to  Texas,  it  re- 
counts the  misfortune  suffered  at  St.  Jacinto,  and 
its  immediate  consequences,  and  alludes  to  the  re- 
sources that  had  been  put  in  operation  to  repair  it, 
and  inclining  to  the  opinion  that  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  Texian  independence  ought  to  be  post- 
poned till  the  result  of  the  expedition  preparing  to 
invade  her  should  be  known.  But  wlljr  should  the 
undersigned  further  fatigue  the  honorable  secretary 
by  citing  a document  with  which  he  is  familiar, 
and  which  is  at  hand  among  the  archives  of  his 
office?  It  is  sufficient  merely  to  call  to  mind  that 
the  president,. general  Jackson,  was  of  opinion  at 
that  time  prudence  dictated  that  the  United  States 
should  wait,  retaining  their  then  attitude,  till  some 
one  of  the  great  foreign  powers  had  acknowledged 
the  independence  of  Texas,  or  at  least  till  time  and 
events  proved,  beyond  doubt,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Texas  were  able  to  sustain  their  sovereignty, 
and  to  support  the  government  which  they  had  es- 
tablished. 

At  this  time,  what  events  have  occurred  of  so 
great  importance  as  to  induce  the  government  of 
the  United  States  to  depart  from  the  circumspect 
and  equitable  line  of  conduct  which  had  been 
traced?  The  Mexican  government  is  at  a loss  to 
know  what  guaranties  have  the  Texians  exhibited 
that  are  referred  to  in  the  message  above  cited? — 
What  evidence  is  there  to  justify  an  acknowledg- 
ment, particularly  when  we  refer  to  the  considera- 
tion due  to  a neighboring  and  friendly  republic? — 
Assuredly  none! 

The  Mexican  government  regards  that  of  the  U. 
States  as  too  just  to  suppose  that  ignoble  views  of 
aggrandizement  could  govern  its  movements.  Ne- 
vertheless, the  measure  complained  of  is  incontest- 
able; it  is  announced  in  an  official  paper  of  the  U. 
States,  the  New  Orleans  Bee,  and  the  undersigned 
has  received  instructions  from  his  excellency  the 
president  ad  interim  ol  the  republic  to  protest,  as 
he  does  now  protest  in  the  most  solemn  manner  be- 
fore all  civilized  nations,  against  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  independence  of  the  pretended  republic 
of  Texas,  made  by  the  United  States  of  America, 
declaring  that  it  cannot  in  any  manner  or  mode, 
either  now  or  at  any  time  to  come,  weaken,  dimi- 
nish or  compromit,  in  the  least,  the  rights  of  the 
republic  of  Mexico  on  the  territory  of  Texas,  nor 
the  right  which  it  possesses  to  employ  all  the 
means  which  are  or  may  be  in  its  power  to  recover 
the  said  territory. 

The  undersigned  prays  the  honorable  the  secre- 
tary of  state  for  foreign  affairs  of  the  United  States 
to  make  known  this  note  and  protest  to  his  excel- 
lency the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  takes 
this  opportunity  to  offer  him  the  expression  of  his 
respect  and  distinguished  consideration. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 


NEW  GRENADA. 

We  have  received  from  Bogota,  through  the  po- 
liteness of  the  United  States  charge  d’affaires,  gen. 
McAfee,  gazettes  and  other  papers  down  to  the 
1st  of  March.  We  gather  from  them  that  the  vex- 
ing question  with  the  British  government,  about 
the  acting  British  consul  at  Panama,  has  been  set- 
tled, and  that  the  blockade  of  Cartbagena,  by  the 
squadron  under  the  command  of  commodore  Peyton, 
had  been  raised,  after  being  enforced  twelve  days. 
We  sincerely  hope  that,  as  this  has  been  the  first 
interruption  ' of  the  harmony  heretofore  existing 
between  the  two  governments,  it  may  be  the  last. 

We  have  received  also  the  last  and  valedictory 
message  of  president  Santander  to  the  congress. 
It  is  a long,  elaborate  and  interesting  document. 
We  regret  that  its  length  prevents  us  from  publish- 
ing it  entire,  and  that  we  are  obliged  to  confine 
ourselves  to  a few  extracts.  According  to  the 
constitution,  a new  president  was  to  be  installed  on 
the  1st  day  of  April.  The  election  devolved  on 
congress,  there  having  been  no  choice  by  the  peo- 
ple, or  rather  the  electoral  colleges.  The  choice 
lies  between  Dr.  Marques,  a civilian,  and  general 
Obando,  a distinguished  military  chief,  unless  the 
popular  will  should  be  disregarded,  for  these  two 
candidates  received  about  five-sixths  of  all  the 
votes.  The  result  of  the  election  was  uncertain. 

[ Globe. 
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Extracts  frcm president  Santander’s  message. 

“However  fervent  and  sincere  have  been  my  de- 
sires to  effect  a reconciliation  with  Spain,  which 
should  be  founded  upon  a basis  equally  honorable 
and  beneficial  for  the  people,  I have  abstained  from 
sending  an  embassy  to  Madrid,  because  I was  ap- 
prehensive that  it  would  be  fruitless.  Experience 
lias  justified  this  apprehension,  as  the  American 
governments  that  have  accredited  envoys  near  the 
Spanish  government  have  made  but  litile  progress 
in  their  negotiations.  The  Spanish  nation  is  yet 
suffering  the  disasters  of  a civil  war,  and  the  dis- 
union consequent  upon  the  frequent  changes  in  its 
political  system.  Our  wishes  will  always  be  for  its 
prosperity  under  a paternal  government,  which, 
respecting  and  rendering  respectable  the  political 
and  civil  rights  of  the  Spaniards,  may  be  persuaded 
that  its  true  interest  consists  in  recognizing,  as  a 
right,  unconditionally,  and  without  delay,  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  new  American  states. 

“I  regret  that  I have  not  been  able  to  comply 
with  the  wishes  of  the  representative  of  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  the  abolition  of  all  discrimi- 
niting duties,  as  it  regards  the  foreign  merchandise 
imported  in  the  vessels  of  that  country.  Desirous 
as  1 have  been  to  please  the  government  and 
American  people,  whose  zealous  and  excellent  re- 
presentative has  discussed  the  question  with  earn- 
estness, I have  wished  previously  to  consult  public 
opinion.  Congress  will  be  informed  of  the  mat- 
ter, and  will  be  able  to  decide  more  understand- 
ingly  upon  the  convenience  and  utility  of  the  mea- 
sure. 

“The  grantee  of  the  privilege  of  navigating  the 
Magdalena  with  steamboats  not  having  complied 
with  the  conditions  of  the  decree  of  congress  of  the 
9th  of  June,  the  executive  power  has  declared  the 
navigation  of  that  river  free  for  steamboats,  and  has 
communicated  the  information  to  foreign  countries. 
When  this  important  channel  of  communication  of 
the  provinces  of  the  interior  with  the  Atlantic  coast 
shall  be  navigated  with  such  rapid  vehicles,  the 
amount  of  agricultural  productions  will  be  incal- 
culable, and  the  advantages  resulting  from  a ready 
and  frequent  communication  palpable. 

“In  the  economical  year  that  commenced  the  1st 
of  September,  1835,  and  ended  the  31st  August, 
1836,  the  revenue  appropriated  to  the  expenses  of  the 
national  administration  has  amounted  to  2,517,044 
dollars,  and  the  expenditures  for  the  same  period  to 
$2,275,900.  As  there  remained  at  the  end  of  Au- 
gust, 1835,  nearly  an  excess  in  cash,  custom  house 
bonds,  and  in  tobacco  and  bullion,  of  $301,040. 
which,  being  added  to  the  sum  above  mentioned, 
makes  a total  of  $3;31S,085.  Out  of  this  the 
national  expenses  authorized  by  the  laws  have 
been  paid,  and  there  remains  for  future  purposes 
$1,060,911. 

“This  happy  result  proves  that  the  national 
finances  have  been  improving  evidently  from  year 
to  year. 

“I  was  called  by  the  national  will  to  preside  over 
New  Grenada  under  the  most  delicate  and  difficult 
circumstances;  when  the  people  had  just  re-estab- 
lished the  empire  of  the  law;  when  internal  con- 
vulsions had  engendered  so  much  rancor  and  ani- 
mosity; when  the  constituent  convention  had  de- 
creed the  independence  of  New  Grenada,  and 
marked  out  for  her  a separate  career;  when  the 
government  was  obliged  to  organize  the  adminis- 
tration, and  to  resist  for  a time  the  reactions  against 
the  established  system,  and  against  the  persons 
charged  with  maintaining  it;  to  resist  the  unrea- 
sonable demands  of  violent  politicians  ( exaltacion ) 
to  establish  the  political  code,  to  reconcile  the  legis- 
lation of  Spiin,  Colombia,  and  the  dictatorship, 
with  the  legislation  of  Grenada,  all  more  or  less  ob- 
scure and  defective;  to  re-establish  the  public  mo- 
rale, (moral),  to  cause  the  military  power  to  be- 
come subordinate  to  the  civil,  to  arrange  with 
Venezuela  and  the  Equator  questions  arising  in 
consequence  of  the  extinguishment  of  the  republic 
of  Colombia;  to  protect  the  development  of  the 
national  resources,  and  to  meet  the  demands  of 
foreign  and  domestic  creditors,  with  a treasury  in- 
adequate even  to  the  necessary  expenses  of  the 
government;  confiding  less  in  my  own  ability  than 
in  the  opinion  of  the  great  majority  of  the  nation, 
in  the  tried  loyalty  of  the  army,  and  in  the  effica- 
cious co-operation  of  the  good  citizens,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  legislative  body,  and  of  the  secre- 
taries and  counsellors  of  the  government,  I under- 
took with  firmness,  zeal  and  good  intentions,  to 
discharge  the  important  duties  submitted  to  me. 

“It  should  be  gratifying  to  every  Grenadino,  as  it 
is  to  me,  to  observe  that  New  Grenada  has  enjoyed 
tranquillity  under  the  beneficent  influence  of  con- 
stitutional laws,  whilst  the  new  states  of  America, 
from  the  Apalaches  to  the  Patagonians,  have  pre- 
sented, with  a single  exception,  within  those  four 
years,  a lamentable  picture  of  revolutions  against 


the  legitimate  governments.  Among  some  the  laws 
have  been  silenced  before  authorities  clothed  with 
irresponsible  powers,  and  without  any  restriction; 
in  others,  the  magistrates  have  been  stripped  of 
their  power,  civil  war  fomented,  the  citizens  in 
arms  against  each  other;  and,  in  almost  all,  the  ac- 
tion of  a true  representative  government  has  been 
paralyzed. 

“We  ought  not  to  forget  that  the  absence  of  these 
calamities  during  the  first  constitutional  period  of 
New  Grenada,  as  well  as  the  improvements  that 
have  been  made  in  the  different  branches  of  ad- 
ministration, are  to  be  ascribed  to  the  protecting 
power  of  a superintending  Providence,  that  I adore 
and  bless.” 

“The  progress  of  constitutional  order  has  been 
realized,  the  advancement  and  extension  of  public 
education,  the  reorganization  of  the  lazarettos,  the 
opening  of  new  roads  for  commercial  purposes,  ex- 
emption from  duties  of  exportation  on  many  raw 
and  manufactured  articles,  and  bounties  have  been 
granted  to  some;  mechanical  industry  has  been  en- 
couraged. The  revenue  has  been  augmented,  and 
faithfully  collected  and  disbursed.  The  internal 
alcabala,  (a  sort  of  excise),  has  been  abolished,  and 
various  general  provincial  and  municipal  imposts 
have  been  reduced;  weekly  mails  have  been  estab- 
lished; the  operations  of  the  mint  have  been  im- 
proved; a considerable  portion  of  the  domestic  debt 
of  Colombia  has  been  funded,  and  measures  adopt- 
ed for  the  accumulation  of  a fund  destined  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  on  that  portion  of  the  fo- 
reign debt  assumed  by  New  Grenada.  A large 
amount  of  the  public  securities  of  Colombia  and 
Grenada  have  been  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  the 
liabilities  originating  at  the  custom  houses  have 
been  extinguished.  The  army  has  been  organized 
and  disciplined,  and  the  national  guard  formed. 
Peace  and  friendship  have  been  maintained  with 
Venezuela  and  the  Equator,  and  harmony  and  a good 
understanding  on  our  part  with  all  nations. 

“The  act  of  justice  that  I have  just  performed 
gives  me  a right  to  expect  that  I may  not  be  sus- 
pected of  the  presumption  of  attributing  to  myself 
the  beneficial  changes  of  which  I have  given  no- 
thing more  than  a sketch.  My  desires  and  my  ef- 
forts to  promote  the  interests  of  my  country  had 
been  useless  and  unavailing,  but  for  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  legislative  power,  and  for  the  zeal  of  the 
agents  of  the  government  in  discharging  their  du- 
ties. 

“Liberty  and  order,  schools  and  roads,  reduction 
of  taxes,  severe  economy  in  the  expenditures,  and 
strict  military  discipline,  are  the  compendium  and 
the  programme  of  the  principles  that  have  govern- 
ed mein  my  administration,  and  from  which  neither 
danger  nor  violence  has  been  abie  to  divert  me.'  If 
1 owe  to  New'  Grenada  an  immense  debt  of  grati- 
tude for  the  many  honors  she  has  conferred  on  me 
since  1819.  I do  not  owe  less  to  congress,  to  the 
army  and  to  all  good  citizens,  for  the  signal  services 
with  which  they  have  aided  me,  and  the  confidence 
with  which  they  have  sustained  me. 

“Upon  retiring  from  the  chief  magistracy,  I carry 
with  me  the  consolation  of  having  been  ever  faith- 
ful to  my  promises.  I pledged  myself  to  respect  the 
constitution,  and  I have  respected  it;  to  maintain 
public  order,  and  I have  maintained  it;  to  retire 
from  the  government  on  the  dav  fixed  by  the  law, 
and  one  month  from  this  day  I shall  rfttire.  Suffer 
me  to  claim  for  myself  only  the  honor  of  this  fidelity, 
and  of  the  example  of  having  governed  in  difficult 
timss  without  the  necessity  of  a dictatorship;  and  of 
the  successful  experiment  of  the  republican  system, 
that  has  been  supposed  not  to  be  adapted  to  the 
new  states  of  America.” 

Bogota,  March  1,  1S37. 


LIMITED  PARTNERSHIPS. 

OPINION  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  OF  N.  YOP.IC. 

In  assembly,  April  18. 

Attorney  general’s  office,  Albany,  April  18,  1837. 

The  attorney  general,  in  obedience  to  a resolu- 
tion of  the  honorable  the  assembly,  of  the  14th  inst. 
referring  to  him  the  bill  entitled  “an  act  in  relation 
to  limited  partnerships  and  to  authorise  assignable 
interests  therein,”  “with  instructions  to  report 
his  opinion  on  the  constitutionality  thereof;  and 
whether  the  same  requires  the  assent  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  elected  to  each  branch  of  the 
legislature  to  become  a law;  and  if,  in  his  opinion, 
any  of  the  provisions  of  the  said  bill  are  unconstitu- 
tional, to  specify  the  same,”  submits  the  following 
report: 

The  bill  referred  to  the  attorney  general  autho- 
rises limited  partnerships  for  the  purpose  of  receiv- 
ing deposites,  discounting  moneyed  securities,  and 
making  loans  on  mortgage.  They  may  be  formed 
“upon  the  terms,  with  the  rights  and  powers,  and 
subject  to  the  conditions  and  liabilities”  prescribed 


in  said  bill.  (§  1.)  The  bill  declares  that  every 
such  partnership  shall  consist  of  two  or  more  per- 
sons, who  shall  be  called  partners,  and  who  shall 
contribute,  in  actual  cash  payments,  a specific  sum 
as  capital  to  the  common  stock;  but  no  one  of  such 
partners  shall  be  liable  to  the  debts  of  the  partner- 
ship, beyond  the  sum  so  contributed  by  such  partner 
to  the  capital.”  (§  2.)  The  partners  are  to  sign 
articles  oi  partnership,  which  shall  contain,  amongst 
other  things,  the  partnership  name,  “the  number  of 
shares,  if  any,  into  which  such  capital  stock  is  di- 
vided,” and  “the  periods  at  which  the  partnership 
i3  to  commence  and  terminate.”  (§  3.)  The  bu- 
siness of  the  copartnership  may  be  conducted  under 
a partnership  name,  and  the  partners,  or  a majority 
in  amount  of  the  shareholders,  may  appoint  such 
officers  and  agents  as  they  may  think  proper,  with 
power  to  conduct  the  concerns  of  said  partnership, 
and  to  make  by-laws,  rules  and  regula'ions  for  its 
government.  (§7.)  A person  who  becomes  a 
partner,  but  whose  share  of  the  capital  is  not  paid 
as  required,  “shall  be  held  responsible  as  a general 
partner.”  (§  8.)  The  net  profits  of  the  partner- 
ship “may  be  distributed  among  the  partners,”  but 
the  capital  stock  must  not  be  thereby  diminished. 
(§  9.)  Suits  by  or  against  the  partnership,  may 
be  prosecuted  and  conducted  “by  and  against  the 
chief  agent  of  such  partnership,”  which  suits  may 
be  prosecuted  to  final  judgment  or  decree,  and  en- 
forced by  execution,  notwithstanding  the  death, 
resignation  or  removal  of  such  agent.  The  joint 
stock  or  property  of  said  partnership  shall  be  liable 
on  such  judgments  and  decrees.  (S  10.)  Mort- 
gages given  to,  or  purchased  by,  said  partnership, 
“shall  be  made  or  assigned  to  the  partnership,  in 
its  partnership  name;  and  may  be  discharged,  re- 
leased or  assigned  by  the  chief  agent  or  other  fiscal 
officer  of  said  partnership.”  (§  13.)  The  part- 
nership may  purchase  and  hold  real  estate  under 
special  circumstances  and  for  a definite  purpose, 
and  conveyances  for  such  as  it  may  sell  and  dis- 
pose of,”  “shall  be  executed  by  the  chief  agent.” 
(§  14,  15,  16.)  “The  interest  of  any  partner,  or  of 
his  legal  representatives”  in  any  such  partnership, 
shall  be  personal  property,  and  assignable  as  such. 
(§  17.)  No  such  “partnership  shall  be  dissolved 
by  the  death  or  act  of  any  partner.”  (§  18.) 
Partners  and  agents  are  made  liable,  civilly  and 
criminally,  for  fraud  in  the  affairs  of  the  partner- 
ship, and  are  declared  to  be  liable  as  “general  part- 
ners;” for  giving  or  attemping  to  give,  a preference 
in  cases  of  insolvency  or  contemplated  insolvency, 
to  one  creditor  over  other  creditors  of  the  partner- 
ship. (§  20,  21,  22.) 

Before  proceeding  to  submit  his  views  upon  this 
bill,  the  attorney  general  begs  leave  to  refer  the  as- 
sembly to  his  repoit  of  this  date  upon  the  bill  enti- 
tled “an  act  to  authorise  associations  for  the  pur- 
pose of  banking.”  Many  of  the  suggestions  con- 
tained in  that  report,  the  attorney  general  deems 
apposite  to  the  subject,  and  pertinent  to  the  ques- 
tions arising  on  the  present  bill,  and  he  respect- 
fully asks  that  it  may  be  regarded  as  forming  a part 
of  this  report. 

This  bill  does  not  purport  to  be  an  amendment 
of  any  existing  statute — it  is  complete  of  itself;  and 
the  legal  qualities  of  the  partnerships  which  it  au- 
thorises, must  be  deduced  from  the  bill  alone,  aid- 
ed, as  far  as  may  be,  by  such  common  law  princi- 
ples as  are  applicable.  It  is  essentially  unlike  any 
statute  now  in  force,  or  which  has  ever  been  enact- 
ed in  this  state;  and  although  designated  as  “an  act 
relative  to  -limited  partnerships,”  it  beam  but  a 
slight  analogy  to  the  present  statute  upon  that  sub- 
ject. 

By  that  statute  (1  R.  S.  p.  764)  limited  partner- 
ships are  authorised  to  “consist  of  one  or  more  per- 
sons, who  shall  be  called  general  partners,  and  who 
shall  be  jointly  and  severally  responsible  as  general 
partners  now  are  by  law;  and  of  one  or  more  per- 
sons who  shall  contribute  in  actual  cash  payments, 
a specific  sum  as  capital  to  the  common  stock,  who 
shall  be  called  special  partners,  and  who  shall  not 
be  liable  for  the  debts  of  the  partnership  beyond 
the  fund  so  contributed  by  him  or  them  to  the  ca- 
pital.” (§2.) 

“The  business  of  the  partnership  shall  be  con- 
ducted under  a firm,  in  which  the  names  of  the 
general  partners,  only,  shall  be  inserted.”  (§  13.) 

General  partners  only,  are  authorised  to  transact 
business  and  bind  the  partnership.  (§  3.)  Suits 
in  relation  to  its  business  may  be  brought  and  con- 
ducted by  and  against  the  general  partners,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  there  were  no  special  partners. 
(§  14.) 

These  provisions  ot  the  present  statute  exhibit 
the  essential  characteristics  of  the  limited  partner- 
ships which  are  now  tolerated  by  law.  The  gene- 
ral partner  is  a trustee  for  the  special  partner,  and 
as  such  may  receive  and  employ  his  funds  in  any 
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description  of  business  which  the  statute  authorises. 
Tlje  entire  legal  interest  in  the  capital  and  property 
of  the  partnership,  including  the  share  advanced  by 
the  special  partner,  vests  in  the  general  partner: — 
the  business  is  conducted  in  bis  name,  and  suits  as 
in  ordinary  cases,  are  prosecuted  by  and  against 
him  alone. 

But  the  present  bill  is  of  a different  stamp. — 
There  are  to  be  no  general  partners  under  it;  all 
are  special.  “The  partnership  shall  consist  of  two 
or  more  persons,  who  shall  be  called  partners,  and 
who  shall  contribute  in  actual  cash  payments  a 
specific  sum  as  capital  to  the  common  stock.” 

The  business  of  the  partnership  is  to  be  conduct- 
ed in  a “partnership  name.”  This  name  is  to  indi- 
cate and  represent,  not  the  individual  partners,  as  it 
ordinarily  does,  but  an  artificial  being  arising  from 
the  peculiar  union  of  these  partners  and  invested 
with  a legal  capacity  to  hold  property  and  transact 
business. 

In  general  partnerships,  the  legal  title  to  partner- 
ship property  vests  in  the  copartners,  as  in  such 
limited  partnerships  as  are  now  authorised  by  law, 
it  doe3  in  those  who  are  general  partners.  But 
this  bill,  as  understood  by  the  attorney  general,  is 
designed  to  divest  the  individual  partners  of  all  le- 
gal title  to  the  capital  stock,  and  place  that  title  in 
the  legal  being  indicated  by  the  “partnership 
name.” 

This  legal  being,  for  the  purpose  of  prosecutions, 
is  represented  by  the  name  of  the  “chief  agent”  of 
the  concern,  and  prosecutions  thus  instituted,  may 
be  carried  to  judgment  and  execution  against  the 
capital  stock  of  the  partnership,  whether  the  “chief 
agent,”  whose  name  is  thus  strangely  used,  be 
numbered  with  the  living  or  the  dead. 

Conveyances  and  mortgages  of  real  estate  must  be 
made  “to  the  partnership  in  the  partnership  name,” 
but  in  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general,  no  title 
to  the  estate  so  conveyed  or  mortgaged,  would 
thereby  vest  in  the  individual  partners.  It  would 
pass  directly  to  the  legal  person  which  had  sprung 
from  the  singular  conjunction  of  individual  interests 
authorised  by  this  bill. 

As  understood  by  the  attorney  general,  the  bill 
aims  to  confer  on  these  partnerships,  as  persons  in 
law,  the  ordinary  attributes  and  capacities  of  a civil 
corporation.  A capacity  to  transact  business  like 
a natural  person,  to  take  and  hold  property;  sue 
and  be  sued,  and  to  have  succession  during  the  pe- 
riod of  time  limited  in  the  articles  of  partnership. 

These  capacities  and  attributes  constitute  a legal 
person— a body  corporate,  in  the  constitutional 
sense  of  the  terms.  Such  at  least  is  the  opinion  of 
the  attorney  general. 

If  such  partnerships  are  not  bodies  corporate,  it 
may  be  asked,  what  are  they?  Not  copartnerships 
in  the  ordinary  sense  ef  the  word.  In  every  de- 
scription of  partnerships  now  known  to  the  law,  ti- 
tle, to  the  copartnership  property,  is  vested  in  some 
or  all  of  the  individual  copartners,  and  in  whose 
names,  as  individuals,  the  business  of  the  firm  must 
be  transacted.  As  individuals  they  must  contract 
and  grant,  and  as  individuals  prosecute  and  defend. 
As  individuals  too,  they  are  responsible  to  the  full 
amount  of  their  private  property  for  the  partnership 
debts  and  liabilities.  But  under  this  bill,  the  pow- 
ers and  rights  of  the  individual  partners  are  in  all 
respects  dissimilar;  and  they  are  only  responsible 
as  general  partners,  under  very  special  circumstan- 
ces" or  in  cases  of  fraud. 

If  bodies  thus  organized  and  constituted,  are  not 
in  law  corporations,  the  attorney  general  freely 
confesses  that  he  is  unable  to  discover  what  they 
are.  With  the  attributes  and  capacities  of  a legal 
person,  he  however  deems  it  not  uncharitable  or 
unjust  to  regard  them  as  such. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general — 

1.  That  such  partnerships  as  arc  contemplated 
by  the  bill  would  be  bodies  corporate,  and  that  the 
assent  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  elected,  is 
requisite  to  the  passage  of  a bill  for  their  creation. 

2.  As  the  bill  assumes  to  provide  for  the  crea- 
tion of  an  unlimited  and  indefinite  number  of  these 
corporations,  at  the  mere  pleasure  of  individuals, 
it  is  for  thatreason  unauthorised  by  and  in  deroga- 
tion of  the  constitution. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  BEARDSLEY. 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE 
DEPARTMENTS. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  March  3,  1337. 

REPORT  OF  MR.  WISE. 

The  undersigned,  of  the  committee  to  which  was 
referred  “so  much  of  the  president’s  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  condition  of  the  various  executive  de- 
partments,” &c.  begs  leave  to  show  the  reasons  for 
dissenting  from. the  majority. 

The  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
under  which  this  committee  was  appointed,  was 


passed  on  the  17th  day  of  January.  On  the  20th  of 
that  month,  the  chairman,  who  was  serving  during 
the  session  of  the  house  on  another  committee  of 
investigation,  was  notified  by  the  clerk  of  the  house 
of  the  appointment  of  this  committee,  after  his  call- 
ing at  the  clerk’s  office  and  requesting  to  be  fur- 
nished with  a copy  of  the  resolution,  and  of  the  list 
of  the  committee. 

On  the  21st  day  of  January  the  committee  was 
organized,  and  proceeded  to  its  labors.  The  resolu- 
tion, it  was  thought,  embraced  every  species  of  le- 
gitimate inquiry,  in  the  fullest  extent,  into  the  con- 
dition of  the  various  executive  departments,  the  abi- 
lity and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been  con- 
ducted, into  the  manner  in  which  the  public  busi- 
ness has  been  discharged  in  all  of  them,  and  into  all 
causes  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner 
in  which  the  departments,  or  their  bureaus  and  offi- 
ces, or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents  of  every  de- 
scription whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  connected 
with  them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficially,  in 
duties  pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  fulfil- 
led or  failed  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  their  crea- 
tion, or  have  violated  their  duties,  or  have  injured  and 
impaired  the  public  service  and  interest.  The  scope 
of  inquiry  was  vast  and  unlimited;  the  time  in 
which  to  institute  and  accomplish  investigation  was 
very  short  and  insufficient.  The  call  for  this  inves- 
tigation had  in  fact  been  made  early  during  the  past 
session  of  congress,  and  was  not  granted  until  with- 
in six  weeks  of  the  close  of  this.  Many  subjects, 
therefore,  of  the  highest  importance,  which  requir- 
ed the  strictest  scrutiny  and  the  longest  time,  the 
testimony  as  to  which  was  to  be  obtained  from  the 
greatest  distance  of  the  extremes  of  the  union,  could 
not  be  touched  in  the  short  period  left  for  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  task  of  this  committee.  There  were 
many  subjects,  however,  of  deep  interest,  the  evi- 
dence as  to  which  was  known  to  be  near  at  hand, 
which  could  be  inquired  into;  and,  accordingly,  se- 
veral of  those  w ere  proposed  to  be  examined. 

Among  these,  the  first  in  importance,  and  the  first 
proposed  to  be  examined,  were  the  subjects  of  exe- 
cutive patronage  to  the  public  press,  of  executive 
appointments  to  office,  of  the  application  of  contin- 
gent items  of  appropriation,  of  irregular  expendi- 
tures, allowances  and  payments,  and  of  sinecures. 
Accordingly,  at  the  first  meeting,  four  distinct  re- 
solutions were  offered  on  these  subjects  respective- 
ly. They  were  submitted,  as  appears  by  the  jour- 
nal, in  the  following  form: 

“I.  Resolved,  That  the  heads  of  the  several  de- 
partments be  required  to  furnish  this  committee 
with  a statement  showing  the  sums  of  money  paid 
within  the  year  ending  on  the  1st  of  December  last, 
by  such  departments,  respectively,  their  agents  or 
deputies,  to  printers  or  editors  of  newspapers,  spe- 
cifying the  names  and  residences  of  such  printers 
and  editors,  and  also  the  names  and  places,  of  publi- 
cation of  the  newspapers  owned  or  published  by 
them,  and  showing  the  services  or  considerations 
for  which  such  sums  have  been  paid,  giving  each 
item  as  stated  in  the  accounts  of  such  printer  or  edi- 
tor. 

“2.  Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  and  the  heads  of  the  several  executive  de- 
partments be  required  to  furnish  this  committee  with 
a list  or  lists  of  all  officers  or  agents,  or  deputies,  who 
have  been  appointed,  or  employed  and  paid.,  since 
the  4th  of  March,  1S29,  to  the  1st  of  December  last, 
by  the  president  or  either  of  said  heads  of  depart- 
ments, respectively,  without  nomination  to,  or  the 
advice  and  consent  of,  the  seriate  of  the  United 
States;  showing  the  names  of  such  officers,  agents 
or  deputies,  the  sums  paid  to  each,  the  services  ren- 
dered, and  by  what  authority  appointed  and  paid. 

“3.  Resolved,  That  the  heads  of  the  several  de- 
partments be  required  to  furnish  this  committee 
with  a statement  showing  the  various  amounts  of 
money  paid  within  the  last  four  years,  ending  on 
the  1st  of  December  last,  for  contingencies,  whether 
appropriated  or  not  by  law,  to  whom  and  for  what 
paid;  showing  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  ap- 
propriations have  been  changed  from  specific  to 
other  objects  of  expenditure  than  those  for  which 
they  were  made,  and  how  such  change  was  effect- 
ed; and  showing  the  amount  of  irregular  expendi- 
tures, allowances  or  payments,  of  every  description 
whatever,  if  any,  made  by  said  departments,  respec- 
tively, since  the  4th  day  of  March,  1829,  to  the  1st 
of  December,  1336,  by  treasury  warrant  or  draft,  or 
otherwise,  to  whom  and  for  what  made,  and  the  au- 
thority and  reasons  for  such  expenditures,  ike. 

“4.  Resolved,  That  the  heads  of  the  several  de- 
partments be  required  to  furnish  this  committee 
with  a list  of  all  officers,  agents,  or  deputies  who 
have,  since  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  to  the  1st  of 
December  last,  within  the  departments,  respective- 
ly, received  salaries,  pay,  or  emoluments  of  any 
kind,  without  rendering  service  to  the  government; 
who  have  received  salaries,  &c,  without  being  in 


office;  whose  commissions  have  been  antedated; 
who  held  other  stations  or  appointments,  state  or 
federal,  when  receiving  pay  for  particular  offices  or 
agencies,  or  who  have  been  engaged  in  private  em- 
ployment whilst  receiving  pay  from,  and  rendering 
no  service  to,  the  government  of  the  United  States; 
with  the  names  of  such  officers,  or  agents,  or  depu- 
ties, the  sums  or  salaries  paid  to  each,  and  the  lime 
o!  service  of  each,  respectively.” 

These  resolutions  were  severally  taken  up  in 
turn,  and  amended,  as  appears  by  the  journal  of  the 
committee. 

“The  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Wise,  at  the 
previous  meeting,  were  taken  up;  and  the  first  re- 
solution being  under  consideration,  Mr.  Mann  mov- 
ed to  amend  the  same  by  striking  out  the  word  ‘re- 
quired,’ and  inserting  the  word  ‘requested.’ 

“Mr.  Pearce  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  ‘requested’  and  inserting  ‘directed;’  and 
the  question  being  taken  by  ayes  and  nays,  wa3 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Pearce,  Hannegan,  Lincoln, 
Wise— 4. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — 3. 

“The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  as 
amended,  to  strike  out.  ‘required’  and  insert  ‘direct- 
ed,’ it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 
“Ayes — Messrs.  Pearce,  Hannegan,  Lincoln, 
Wise — 4. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — 3. 

“Mr.  Mann  moved  further  to  amend  the  first  re- 
solution, by  inserting  after  the  words  ‘agents  or  de- 
puties’ the  words  ‘without  authority  of  law,  if  any.’ 
“Mr.  Wise  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
substituting  therefor  ‘with  or  without  authority  of 
law;’  and  the  question  being  taken,  said  motion  W'as 
lost,  as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise — 2. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Peace,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan, 
Parks,  Chaney — 5. 

“The  question  recurring  on  inserting  Mr.  Mann’s 
amendment,  viz:  ‘without  authority  of  law,  if  any,’ 
it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan, 
Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — 6. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise — 2. 

“Mr.  Mann  moved  further  to  amend  the  1st  reso- 
lution, by  adding  at  the  end  of  the  same,  the  words 
‘and  the  reasons  for  making  such  payments,’  which 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan, 
Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — 6. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise — 2. 

“Mr.  Wise  submitted  the  following  amendment 
to  the  1st  resolution:  ‘and  showing  the  sums  of  mo- 
ney legally  paid  within  the  year  ending  on  the  1st 
of  December  last,  by  such  departments,  respective- 
ly, their  agents  or  deputies,  to  printers  or  editors  of 
newspapers,  specifying  the  names  and  residence  of 
such  printers  and  editors,  and  also  the  names  and 
places  of  publication  of  the  newspapers  owned  or 
published  by  them,  and  showing  the  services  and 
considerations  for  which  such  sums  have  been  paid; 
giving  each  item  as  stated  in  the  accounts  of  such 
printer  or  editor.’ 

“Which  amendment  was  rejected  as  follows: 
“Ayes — Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise — 2. 

“Nays— Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan, 
Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — 0, 

“The  question  recurring  on  adopting  the  1st  re- 
solution, as  amended,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive, as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan, 
Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — 6. 

“Nays  -Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise — 2. 

“Mr.  Mann  moved  to  amend  the  second  resolu- 
tion, by  inserting  after  the  words  ‘1st  December 
last,’  tire  words  ‘if  any,  without  authority  of  law.’ 
“Mr.  Lincoln  moved  to  amend  the  amendment, 
by  adding  thereto,  ‘or  whose  names  are  not  con- 
tained in  the  last  register  of  public  officers,  com- 
monly called  the  Blue  Book;’  which  amendment 
prevailed  as  follows: 

“Ayes— Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan,  Lin- 
coln, Chaney,  Wise — 5. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Parks,  Mann — 3. 

“Mr.  Wise  moved  further  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  inserting  before  the  word  ‘without’  the 
words  ‘with  or,’  so  as  to  read  ‘with  or  without  au- 
thority of  law;’  which  motion  was  lost  as  follows: 
“Ayes — Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise— 2. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan, 
Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — 6. 

“Mr.  Mann  moved  further  to  amend  the  second 
resolution,  by  adding  at  Ihe  end  thereof  the  follow- 
ing: ‘and  whatreasons  for  such  appointments;’  which 
prevailed  as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan, 
Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — C. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise — 2, 
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“Mr.  Han.negan  moved  the  following  additional 
resolution,  viz: 

“ Resolved , That  the  various  executive  officers,  in 
replying  to  the  foregoing  resolutions,  be  requested, 
at  the  same  time,  to  furnish  a statement  of  the  pe- 
riod at  which  any  innovations,  not  authorised  by 
law,  (if  such  exist),  had  their  origin,  their  causes, 
and  the  necessity  which  has  required  their  continu- 
ance. 

“And  the  question  being  taken,  said  resolution 
was  adopted,  as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Iiannegan, 
Parks,  Mann,  Chaney— fi. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise — 2.” 

The  obvious  and  proper  design  of  the  first  of 
these  resolutions  was  to  ascertain  the  amount  per 
annum  of  executive  patronage  to  the  press.  That 
amount,  judging  from  the  evidence  contained  in 
the  last  Blue  Book,  was  deemed  to  be  great,  and 
sufficient  to  influence,  to  a dangerous  extent,  the 
political  sentiments  and  power  of  the  public  press, 
particularly  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  the  great 
number  of  country  or  village  newspapers  through- 
out the  United  States;  especially  when  systemati- 
cally applied  to  party  purposes  in  conjunction  with 
the  patronage  of  the  appointing  and  removing  pow- 
er to  and  from  office.  The  resolution  contemplat- 
ed an  inquiry  into  the  abuses  of  the  power  to  em- 
ploy and  pay  printers,  and  into  the  corruption  of 
applying  the  lawful  authority  to  do  so  to  the  sinis- 
ter purposes  of  political  parties,  as  well  as  into  the 
mere  illegal  payments  which  may  have  been  made 
to  public  printers.  Though,  as  originally  present- 
ed, it  embraced  the  latter  inquiry,  yet  it  regarded  it 
as  of  minor  consequence,  when  compared  witli  the 
first.  In  all  cases,  the  abuses  and  corruptions 
which  are  perpetrated  and  committed  under  the 
color  of  law  are  more  aggravated,  inveterate  and 
dangerous,  than  those  which  grow  out  of  clear  vio- 
lations of  official  duty.  Usurpations  are  rare;  they 
are  generally  flagrant,  and  they  rarely  ever  are  the 
cause,  but  oftener  the  effect,  of  corruption.  The 
latter  first  steals  into  the  administration  of  the  laws, 
and  then  prepares  the  pretext  for  the  open  aggres- 
sions of  the  former.  The  few  accounts  which  may 
have  been  paid  to  printers  beyond  what  the  law  al- 
lows, were  nothing,  compared  to  the  corrupting 
and  bribing  abuse  of  legal  authority  to  discharge  a 
long  established  press,  with  extensive  circulation 
and  numerous  subscribers,  from  the  printing  of  the 
laws  and  public  advertisements,  because  its  politics 
happened  not  to  agree  with  the  powers  that  be,  or 
with  the  men  who  were  to  be  in  power;  and  to  es- 
tablish, with  pledges  of  the  government  patronage, 
a new  press,  without  subscribers  and  without  cir- 
culation, except  through  the  franking  privilege  of 
privileged  partisans  for  the  uses  of  party;  and  to 
organize  these  pensioned  presses,  thus  brought  into 
existence  by  the  generating  power  of  corruption, 
into  a combined  phalanx  of  types  from  one  end  of 
the  union  to  the  other,  speaking  the  same  words, 
echoing  the  same  sentiments,  praising  or  denounc- 
ing the  same  men  or  measures,  dependent,  and  liv- 
ing, and  moving,  and  having  their  being,  in  the 
same  fiat  of  executive  will!  Better  that  the  laws 
should  never  be  published,  like  those  of  Caligula, 
so  that  the  people  should  never  read  them,  than 
that  the  press,  which  has  been  called  the  palladium 
of  civil  liberty,  should  be  subsidized  and  corrupted. 
It  should  be  the  organ  of  information — the  fountain 
of  intelligence;  it  should  be  as  independent  as  truth, 
as  free  as  knowledge.  “The  freedom  of  the  press 
is  one  of  the  great  bulwarks  of  liberty,  and  can 
never  be  restrained  but  by  despotic  governments.” 
The  most  hampering  restraint  upon  it  is  that  im- 
posed by  party  pains  and  penalties.  These  views 
were  urged  and  pressed  upon  your  committee.  A 
majority  replied  that  they  had  no  authority  to  ex- 
amine, and  there  was  no  necessity  to  inquire  into, 
the  legal  acts  of  the  executive  officers;  that  it  was 
notorious  that  the  present  executive  administration 
did  distribute  its  patronage  to  presses  favorable  to 
its  party  purposes;  and  more  than  one  of  the  com- 
mittee was  ready  to  enter  a cognovit  to  the  charge 
of  dismissing  one  press,  and  establishing  or  em- 
ploying another,  for  reason  of  their  politics.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  amendment  to  the  first  resolution 
was  offered,  to  insert  after  the  words  “agents  or 
deputies”  the  words  “without  authority  of  law,  if 
any.” 

Against  this  it  was  urged  that  the  amendment 
changed  and  restricted  the  inquiry  almost  totally; 
that  it  would  call  on  the  heads  of  departments  to 
criminate  themselves,  when  properly  they  should 
be  called  on  for  information  only,  and  not  for  guilt; 
and  that  the  committee  would  thereby  make  them 
the  judges  of  their  own  acts,  and  deprive  itself  of 
the  power  to  judge  for  itself,  if  they  chose  to  re- 
spond generally  “not  guilty,”  without  reporting 
simply  the  facts.  The  amendment,  howevc-r,  was 
carried  by  votes  of  six  members,  friendly  to  the  ad- 


ministration. Every  form  of  amendment  was  of- 
fered in  vain  to  counteract  the  effect  of  this  amend- 
ment, as  the  journal  shows.  (See  pages  5,  6,  7,  S). 

The  second  resolution  embraced  a subject  of  the 
most  vital  importance.  An  officer  is  one  who  per- 
forms public  service  and  receives  pay  or  emolument 
from  tiie  government.  The  constitution  prescribes 
the  mode  in  which  officers  shall  he  appointed.  The 
principle  is  sacred  and  vital  to  a republic,  that  the 
public  officers,  their  pay,  and  their  duties  shall  be 
known  to  the  people  and  their  representatives,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  duly  responsible,  and  at  all 
times  amenable  to  them.  It  was  represented  to  the 
committee,  that  many  officers  or  agents  had  been 
appointed,  employed,  and  paid  by  the  executive, 
who  were  not  known  to  the  constitution  and  the 
laws,  and  whose  emoluments  were  not  appropriated 
by  bills  before  they  were  employed  and  paid  by  the 
president,  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate  or  nomination,  and  without  the  appointment 
of  such  officers  having  been  vested  in  the  president 
alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  de- 
partments. There  is  said  and  believed  to  be  a 
long  list  of  such  officers  and  agents,  almost  as  nu- 
merous as  those  legally  appointed — such  as  com- 
mercial agents,  special  commissioners  of  various 
kinds,  with  large  compensation,  as  in  the  case  of 
those  to  settle  tne  controversy  of  the  Michigan  and 
Ohio  boundary  line,  and  innumerable  other  agents 
whose  pay  and  service  are  never  reported,  and  are 
known  only  to  the  executive.  It  was  proposed  to 
ascertain  the  entire  list  of  such  appointments  since 
the  4th  of  March,  1829,  when  the  president  became 
responsible  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  laws, 
with  a view  of  then  examining  the  authority  of  law 
for  appointing,  employing,  and  paying  any  or  all  of 
them.  To  this  resolution,  also,  a similar  amend- 
ment was  proposed,  by  inserting  the  word,  “if  any, 
without  authority  of  law.”  The  same  objections 
were  urged  again  to  this  amendment  of  the  2d  as  to 
the  amendment  ofthe  1st.  On  the  one  hand,  it  called 
upon  the  president  and  heads  of  departments  to  crimi- 
nate themselves;  or,  on  the  other,  it  made  them  their 
own  judges  of  their  own  acts,  and  gave  them  the 
opportunity  of  acquitting  themselves.  These  ob- 
jections were  again  unavailing,  and  the  amendment 
to  the  resolution  also  was  adopted. 

After  these  and  various  other  amendments,  and 
after  adopting  an  additional  or  fifth  resolution,  by  a 
vote  of  6 to  2,  which  was  regarded  at  the  time  by 
some  ofthe  committee  as  intended  to  give  the  de- 
partments an  opportunity,  and  to  call  on  them  for  a 
labored  defence  of  the  errors,  if  any,  of  their  admi- 
nistration, the  resolutions,  as  amended,  were  adopt- 
ed, and  ordered  to  be  communicated  according  to 
the  tenor. 

These  five  resolutions  were  adopted  on  Monday 
the  23d  of  January.  On  Tuesday,  the  24th  of 
January,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  addressed 
to  the  president  the  following  letter  and  resolutions 
enclosed  therein. 

Washington,  January  24,  1837. 

“Srp.:  I am  ordered  by  the  select  committee  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  condition  of  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments. See.  to  communicate  to  you  the  enclosed 
resolutions.  Respectfully,  &c. 

HENRY  A.  WISE,  Chairman. 

"To  Andrew  Jackson,  president  ofthe  U.  States." 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  enclosed  as 
above: 

2d.  Resolved,  That  (he  president  of  the  United 
States  be  requested,  and  the  heads  of  the  several 
executive  departments  be  directed,  to  furnish  this 
committee  with  a list  or  lists  of  all  officers  or 
agents,  or  deputies,  who  have  been  appointed,  or 
employed  and  paid,  since  the  4th  of  March,  1829, 
to  the  1st  of  December  last,  (if  any,  without  au- 
thority of  law,  or  whose  names  are  not  contained  in 
the  last  printed  register  of  public  officers,  common- 
ly called  the  ‘Blue  Book’),  by  the  president,  or 
either  of  the  said  heads  of  departments,  respectively, 
and  without  nomination  to,  or  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of,  the  senate  of  the  United  States;  showing 
the  names  of  such  officers  or  agents,  or  deputies;  the 
sums  paid  to  each;  the  services  rendered;  and  by 
what  authority  appointed  and  paid;  and  what  rea- 
sons for  such  appointments. 

“ Resolved , That  the  various  executive  officers,  in 
replying  to  the  foregoing  resolution,  be  requested, 
at  the  same  time,  to  furnish  a statement  of  the 
period  at  which  any  innovations,  not  authorised  by 
law,  (if  such  exist),  had  their  origin,  their  causes, 
and  the  necessity  which  has  required  their  conti- 
nuance.” 

On  Friday,  the  27th  of  January,  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  was  called  upon  by  Mr.  Mann  to 
testify  as  a witness,  and  the  following  question  W'as 
propounded  to  him,  to  wit: 

“Do  you,  of  your  own  knowledge,  know  of  any 
act,  by  either  ofthe  heads  of  the  executive  depart- 1 


inents,  which  is  either  corrupt,  or  a violation  of 
their  official  duties?” 

Another  member  of  the  House,  also,  the  honora- 
ble John  Bell,  had  been  called  on  as  a witness  be- 
fore the  committee. 

The  chairman  was  proceeding  to  answer,  when 
the  private  secretary  of  the  president  entered  the 
committee  room,  and  presented  a letter  signed  by 
the  president,  as  follows:  \ 

[Here  follows  the  letter  of  the  president,  dated 
January  26,  1837,  heretofore  published  in  this  work 
— see  vol  LI.  page  370]. 

By  this  letter,  it  appears  that  the  president  had 
been  distinctly  informed  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee.  The  chairman  remarked  upon  the  fact, 
and  inquired  whether  any  member  of  tile  commit- 
tee had  given  information  to  the  president  of  its 
proceedings.  The  hon.  Abijah  Mann,  jr.  confessed 
immediately  that  he  had  conversed  with  the  presi- 
dent on  the  subject  of  its  proceedings,  and  was  im- 
mediately put  under  examination,  upon  oath,  in  re- 
lation thereto. 

“First  question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Mann: 

“Will  you  please  to  state  to  this  committee  all 
you  know  respecting  conversations  held  with  the 
president  ofthe  United  States,  ei'ier  by  yourself  or 
any  other  member  of  this  committee,  in  relation  to 
the  proceedings  of  this  committee,  the  resolution 
communicated  to  him  by  the  chairman,  and  the  let- 
ter from  him  of  this  morning? 

“Answer  by  Mr.  Mann: 

“I  saw  the  president  of  the  LTnited  States,  I be- 
lieve, on  Tuesday  evening  of  this  week  at  his 
house;  and,  in  a general  conversation,  he  inquired 
from  me  what  progress  this  committee  were  making 
under  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives? 
and  I informed  him  that  the  chairman  had  submit- 
ted a series  of  four  resolutions  of  abroad  character, 
as  I considered  them,  and  that  the  committee  hail 
amended  them,  with  a view,  as  I believed,  of  limit- 
ing them  to  a more  practical  and  definite  operation, 
so  as  to  enable  (hose  to  whom  they  were  addressed 
to  give  answers  thereto  at  the  present  session,  by 
inserting  the  words  ‘without  authority  of  law’  in 
some  of  said  resolutions,  as  words  of  limitation  and 
restriction. 

“The  president  then  told  me  that  he  would,  in 
proper  time,  send  his  answer  to  this  committee, 
after  he  should  receive  a copy  of  the  resolutions. 
This,  I believe,  is  fully  the  substance  of  the  con- 
versation to  which  I have  referred.  I cannot  re- 
member the  words  used,  either  by  myself  or  the 
president.  The  president  told  me  that  he  would 
desire  this  committee  to  examine,  upon  oath,  such 
gentlemen  as  had  charged  corruptions  and  abuses 
against  the  heads  ofthe  executive  departments.” 

The  minority  of  your  committee  cannot  but  re- 
mark fully  upon  the  extraordinary  character  ef  this 
letter  from  the  president,  and  of  the  proceedings  ofi 
the  committee  in  obedience  to  its  request,  and  to 
his  wilt  as  indicated  therein,  and  to  a member  of 
the  committee  in  conversation.  Though  it  is  di- 
rected to  Mr.  Wise,  as  chairman  of  the  committee, 
whose  organ  merely  he  was  in  communicating  its 
resolutions  calling  upon  the  president  officially  for 
information,  yet  it  addresses  itself  to  him  in  every 
relation  of  chairman  of  a committee,  of  representa- 
tive in  congress,  and  of  an  individual  man.  Without 
stopping  to  comment  upon  the  utter  impropriety  of 
his  not  discriminating  at  all  between  these  relations, 
so  essentially  different  and  distinct,  further  than 
simply  to  remark  that  this  is  the  first  time  a chief 
magistrate,  in  officially  addressing  a public  func- 
tionary, has  ever  lost  sight  of  the  officer  in  regard- 
ing the  individual  person  whom  he  addressed,  the 
undersigned  proceeds  at  once  to  show:  That  this 

letter  is  an  official  assumption  of  authority  bij  the 
executive  over  the  proceedings  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, and  over  the  proceedings  of  one  of  its  com- 
mittees; that  it  is  an  official  attack  upon  the  privileges 
of  members  of  both  houses  of  congress;  and  that  it 
opposes  an  unauthorised  resistance  to  the  just  powers 
ofthe  house  and.  its  committee,  in  direct  hostility  to 
inviolable  principles  necessary  to  Hie  administration  of 
a free  government. 

Your  committee  has  no  power  to  speak  of  its 
personal  attack  upon  individual  members. 

This  letter  is  official.  It  is  the  “eeply”  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States  to  a letter  of  a chair- 
man of  a committee,  covering  a copy  of  certain  reso- 
lutions purporting  to  have  been  adopted  by  that  com- 
mittee of  the  house  of  representatives.  The  letter, 
enclosing  the  resolutions  of  the  committee,  was 
signed  by  the  writer  as  chairman.  The  reply  of 
the  president  is  signed  precisely  as  he  signed  the 
“last  annual  message,”  and  all  the  messages  sent 
by  him  to  congress;  and  was  directed  on  the  enve- 
lope, and  at  the  end  of  the  letter  itself,  on  the 
inside,  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee;  as  the 
latter  direction,  in  the  point  and  punctuation  of 
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passion  itself,  will  emphatically  show.  It  requests 
the  chairman  to  lay  it  before  the  committee,  aud  the 
committee  placed  it  upon  its  journal  as  an  official 
communication  from  the  executive,  to  be  reported  to 
the  house. 

In  this  official  letter  the  president  assumes  autho- 
rity over  the  proceedings  of  the  house.  In  the  first 
place,  he  therein  assumes  to  supervise  those  pro- 
ceedings. He  says  this  committee  was  appointed 
■on  the  motion  of  its  chairman.  What  authority  has 
the  president  for  noticing — -what  necessity  has  he 
for  inquiring,  on  whose  motion  a committee  of  the 
house  is  appointed? 

That  the  house  had  the  power  to  appoint  this 
committee,  no  one  will  deny;  that  any  member  had 
the  right  to  move  for  its  appointment,  it  was  once 
thought  no  one  would  oppose;  and  that  the  motion 
for  its  appointment  by  one  instead  of  another  mem- 
ber constituted  any  part  of  its  illegality  or  impro- 
priety, was  never  imagined  before,  though  now  we 
know  its  paternity  constitutes  its  odium  to  the  pre- 
sident. Now  we  have  evidence  that  the  president 
of  the  United  States  has  not  confined  his  considera- 
tion to  the  results  of  the  proceedings  of  congress,  or 
of  either  house;  but  he  assumes  to  look  behind 
those  results,  and  to  supervise  and  consider  what 
each  house,  for  itself  alone,  by  the  constitution,  has 
power  to  determine — the  proceedings  by  which  it  ar- 
rived at  those  results.  He  has  not  looked  at  the  re- 
solution merely  of  the  house,  but  to  its  mover  and 
its  advocates,  and  their  speeches  on  the  floor.  He 
has  interpreted  it,  not  by  its  own  words,  its  own 
declared  sense— has  expounded  it,  not  by  counter- 
propositions which  failed,  by  substitutes  which 
were  refused,  or  by  amendments  which  were  re- 
jected; but  by  speeches  made  at  the  time,  and  other 
speeches  at  different  times  referred  to,  and  those 
entirely  on  one  side  only  of  the  question  discussed. 
How  improper  it  is,  and  to  what  pernicious  conse- 
quences it  may  lead,  for  the  executive  thus  to  look 
beyond  the  order,  the  resolution,  or  the  vote  of 
either  house,  or  both,  the  nation  may  clearly  infer 
from  how  unfortunate  it  has  been  that  a particular 
member  was  the  mover  for  the  appointment  of  this 
committee  in  this  instance,  and  that  the  resolution 
from  which  it  derived  its  duties  and  its  powers  was 
advocated  by  him  and  his  “associates!” 

Again:  The  president  assumes  to  control  as  well 
as  to  supervise  the  proceedings  of  the  house. 

What  did  the  house  do,  and  what  did  it  refuse  to 
do?  It  referred  a part  of  the  “last  annual  message” 
to  a select  committee,  with  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  and  with  instructions  to 
inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  various  ex- 
ecutive departments,  &c.  Whilst  the  resolution 
proposing  this  inquiry  was  pending,  an  amendment 
was  offered  by  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Rhode  Island,  to  in- 
struct the  committee  to  inquire  only  into  such  spe- 
cific causes  of  complaint  as  might  be  alleged 
against  the  integrity  of  the  administration. 

These  conflicting  propositions — the  one  to  in- 
quire simply  whether  the  condition  of  the  de- 
partments was  good  or  bad,  the  other  to  examine 
into  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  specific  charges  which 
might  be  alleged — were  fully  discussed  in  the  house 
of  representatives.  On  the  one  hand,  it  was  con- 
tended by  the  mover  of  the  resolution  which  finally 
prevailed,  and  by  his  “associates”  who  advocated 
its  passage,  that  there  was  reason  to  believe  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  government  was  corrupt,  and 
the  executive  departments  to  be  in  the  worst  con- 
dition. But  whether  corrupt  or  not,  and  whether 
that  condition  was  good  or  bad,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  at  all  times  when 
called  on,  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of 

THE  GOVERNMENT. 

“That  this  government  was  instituted  for  the 
common  benefit,  protection  and  security  of  the  peo- 
ple; that  its  form  was  adopted  as  one  most  effectu- 
ally secured  against  the  danger  of  mal- 
administration; that  all  power  is  vested  in,  and 
consequently  derived  from,  the  people;  that  ma- 
gistrates are  their  trustees  and  servants, 

AND  AT  ALL  TIME3  AMENABLE  TO  THEM.”  That 
if  neither  house  of  congress  could  nor  would  inquire 
into  the  official  conduct  and  administration  of  exe- 
cutive officers,  the  people,  who  could  not  inquire  in 
their  aggregated  or  conventional  capacity;  and  the 
states,  which  cannot,  from  their  own  organization 
and  that  of  the  federal  government,  institute  inqui- 
ries at  all  efficiently,  could  never  be  informed  of 
the  official  conduct  of  their  federal  officers;  and 
these  officers  would,  in  effect,  become  irresponsi- 
ble, from  their  acts,  except  such  as  they  might  of 
themselves  disclose,  being  unknown. 

In  addition  to  this  general  reason,  founded  upon 
the  right  of  the  people  and  of  the  states  to  know 
the  true  condition  of  their  federal  government,  and 
the  actings  and  doings  of  its  officers,  and  upon  the 
duty  of  the  representatives  of  both  the  people  and 
the  states  to  report  to  them  upon  that  condition  of 


government,  and  official  conduct  of  public  officers, 
the  constitution  expressly  and  imperatively  declares 
the  president  “shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to 
the  congress  information  of  the  state  of  the 
union;”  and  thence  it  is  clearly  implied  that  the 
congress  has  the  right  to  call  upon  the  chief 
magistrate  for  information  of  the  3tate  of  the  union. 

Not  only  so,  but  the  constitution  makes  the  presi- 
dent, vice  president,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the 
United  States,  removeable  from  office  on 
impeachment;  and  it  declares  that  the  house  of 
representatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of 
impeachment.  How  could  the  house  ever  know 
whether  the  president,  vice  president,  or  any  civil 
officer  of  the  United  Slates,  deserved  to  be  im- 
peached, without  inquiring  into  their  conduct,  and 
knowing  its  merits  and  demerits?  How  could  the 
house  ever  know  whether  the  president  had  obeyed 
the  solemn  injunction  of  the  constitution,  “to  take 
care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,”  that 
clause  upon  which  the  president  has  been  wont  to 
rely  for  the  exercise  of  so  many  extraordinary 
powers,  without  inquiring  how  he  had  dis- 
charged that  important  duty? 

Further.  “The  congress  shall  have  power 
to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regu- 
lations respecting  the  territory  or  other 
property  belonging  to  the  United  States.” 
And  how  shall  it  know  what  rules  and  regulations 
are  necessary  to  protect  the  public  lands, 
the  public  money,  unless  it  possesses  the  means 
of  acquiiing  the  information  necessary,  it  may  be, 
to  protect  them  from  the  abuses  and  corruption  of 
executive  officers  to  whom  are  confided  their  sales 
and  their  safe  keeping?  How  shall  the  house  ever 
know  without  inquiry? 

In  reply  to  all  this,  it  was  urged  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  the  resolution,  because  the 
standing  rules  of  the  house  prescribing  the  ju- 
risdiction of  committees  already  required  the  very 
inquiries  proposed  by  the  resolution  to  be  instituted; 
that  the  resolution  took  cognizance  of  all  kinds  of 
complaints  from  all  quarters,  and  there  would 
be  no  end  to  the  investigation;  that  there  was  no 
constitutional  power  in  the  house  to  insti- 
tute general  inquiries;  that  such  a power  existed 
alone  in  the  executive  as  to  the  departments;  that 
it  was  unusual  to  institute  inquiries  into  the  condi- 
tion of  the  executive  departments  just  as  a presi- 
dent was  about  to  retire  from  office;  and  that  the 
resolution  impugned  the  veracity  of  the  president, 
and  the  integrity  of  him  and  his  subordinate  offi- 
cers. Such  were  the  arguments  urged  against  the 
resolution,  and  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

These  arguments  were  met  by  contending  that 
the  resolution  did  not  authorise  the  committee  ap- 
pointed under  it  to  try  any  officer  of  any  depart- 
ment, on  any  charge  whatever.  Impeachment 
in  the  house  rather  corresponded  with  indictment 
at  common  law  in  the  courts.  Impeachment 
must  be  specific.  But  a resolution  of  inquiry 
was  not  an  impeachment:  and,  so  far  from  im- 
plying even  a charge,  it  imported,  “exvi  termini,” 
a want  of  knowledge  upon  Which  to  found  a 
charg?  or  specification.  It  did  not  even  necessari- 
ly imply  an  investigation  for  the  purpose  of 

FINDING  GROUNDS  FOR  A CHARGE.  INQUIRY 
sought  properly  for  a good  condition,  and  a faith- 
ful conduct  of  public  officers;  and  only  exposed  a 
bad  condition  and  corrupt  conduct,  if  such 
should  be  found  on  due  and  fair  investigation. 
And  in  this  consisted  the  distinction  between  in- 
quiry and  inquisition.  Inquisition  seeks  for  the 
criminal  motives  and  conduct  of  private  indivi- 
duals in  their  private  affairs,  and  often  extorts 
confession  of  guilt  from  pain  where  there  is  no 
crime.  Inquiry  into  the  condition  and  conduct  of 
public  affairs  is  a right  of  legislators.  In- 
quisition into  the  condition  and  conduct  of  pri- 
vate affairs  is  no  right  even  of  the  sovereign 
power.  Inquisition  would  violate  the  4th  arti- 
ticle  of  the  amendments  of  the  constitution.  The 
resolution  of  inquiry  did  not  invade  the  security  of 
these  rights,  as  was  urged  by  those  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  proposed.  That  article  reads:  “The 
rights  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons, 
houses,  papers  and  effects,  against  unreasonble 
searches  and  seizures,  shall  not  be  violated.” 

This  right  is  the  right  of  the  people.  Are  the 
executive  departments  and  their  officers  the  people? 
They  belong  to  the  people;  though  the  history  of 
governments  proves  too  sadly  that,  without  constant 
vigilance  and  strict  superintendence  over  them  by 
the  people  or  by  their  representatives,  the  people 
soon  become  to  belong  to  them!  “To  be  secure  in 
their  persons,  houses,  papers  and  effects.”  Are  the 
departments  the  private  houses,  papers  and  effects 
of  tiie  executive  officers ? 

Had  these  officers  the  right  to  be  secure  in  them 
from  ail  inquiry?  It  was  thought  that  they  were 
mere  trustees  and  servants,  who  might  be  called  on 


at  any  time  to  give  an  account  of  their  stewardship. 
The  inquiry  proposed  by  the  resolution  was  not 
deemed  unreasonable. 

What  were  the  standing  rules  of  the  house?  The 
57th  rule  made  it  the  duty  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  "to  examine  into  the  slate  of  the  se- 
veral executive  departments,  &x.  and  to  report,  from 
time  to  time,  such  provisions  and  arrangements  as 
may  be  neces-’ary  to  add  to  tile  economy  of  the  de- 
partments, and  the  accountability  of  their  officers.” 
The  65th  rule  made  it  the  duty  of  the  committee  on 
public  expenditures  to  examine  into  the  state  of 
the  several  public  departments,  &c.  The  77th  rule 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  committee  on  public  ac- 
counts, respectively,  to  examine  inlo  the  state  of 
the  accounts,  ike.  submitted  to  them,  and  to  report 
particularly — 

“Whether  the  expenditures  of  the  respective  depart- 
ments are  justified  by  law.  Whether  the  claims 
from  time  to  time  satisfied  and  discharged  by  the 
respective  departments  are  supported  by  sufficient 
vouchers  establishing  their  justness  both  as  to  their 
character  and  amount. 

“Whether  such  claims  have  been  discharged  out 
of  funds  appropriated  therefor;  and  whether  all  mo- 
neys have  been  disbursed  in  conformity  with  appro- 
priation laws;  and  whether  any,  and  what,  provi- 
sions are  necessary  to  be  adopted,  to  provide  more 
perfectly  for  the  proper  application  of  publie  mo- 
neys, and  to  secure  the  government  from  demands 
unjust  in  their  character,  or  extravagant  in  their 
amount. 

. And  it  shall  be,  moreover,  the  duty  of  the  said 
committees  to  report,  from  time  to  time,  whether 
any,  and  what,  retrenchment  can  be  made  in  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  several  departments,  without  de- 
triment to  the  public  service;  whether  any,  and  u-hut 
abuses  at  any  time  exist  in  the  failure  to  enforce  the 
payment  of  moneys  which  may  be  due  to  the 
United  States  from  public  defaulters  or  others;  and 
to  report,  from  time  to  time,  such  provisions  and 
arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  to  add  to  the 
economy  of  the  several  departments,  and  the  account- 
ability of  their  officers.” 

Such  were  some  of  the  rules,  the  standing  rules  of 
the  house;  and  they  are  quoted  to  show  the  neces- 
sity and  the  precedent  for  general  and  searching 
inquiry.  The  second  argument  was  inconsistent 
with  the  first,  that  the  resolution  of  inquiry  should 
specify  charges.  In  these  standing  rules  were  com- 
mittees of  inquiry  instituted  without  oath  or  affir- 
mation, or  notice  or  specification  of  charges.  If  the 
resolution  of  the  house  was  inquisitorial,  these  rules 
were,  and  had  been,  from  the  earliest  period  of  the 
existence  of  the  house  itself,  standing  inquisi- 
tions! There  was  the  duty  enjoined  to  examine  in- 
to the  state  of  the  several  executive  departments. 
There  was  a search  for  any  and  whatever  abuses 
might  be  io:ind  to  exist,  and  a report  of  them  requir- 
ed. Was  it  ever  dreamed  before  that  these  stand- 
ing rules  were  inquisitorial?  No!  They  were  the 
institutions  of  wise  and  jealous  patriots,  to  ensure 
that  “eternal  vigilance”  which  is  the  price  of  li- 
berty! 

To  the  argument  that  there  w’as  no  necessity, 
however,  for  the  resolution  of  inquiry  whilst  these 
rules  remained,  it  was  urged  that,  though  these 
rules  instituted  precisely  the  same  kind  of  inquiry 
as  did  the  resolution,  and  with  no  more  specifica- 
tion or  intimation  even  of  charges,  yet  they  were 
not  so  comprehensive  or  extensive.  They  related 
to  the  state  of  the  several  public  departments 
only.  The  resolution  proposed  to  reach  acts  and 
proceedings  of  officers  not  to  be  found  in  the  de- 
partments— sucli  acts  as  have  been  kept  from  the 
record.  The  resolution  was  intended  to  reach 
agents  in  fact  who  were  not  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment in  form — to  ascertain  the  public  duties  per- 
formed by  persons  not  known  to  the  laws,  and  not 
responsible  at  all  for  any  duty,  by  bond  or  other- 
wise— to  find  out  by  whom  these  duties  had  been 
performed,  by  whose  order,  how  performed,  for 
what  compensation,  and  by  whom  paid. 

The  duties  of  these  committees  related  particu- 
larly to  appropriations  only,  to  the  conformity  of 
disbursements  with  the  laws,  and  to  subjects  of 
economy  and  expenditure.  They  did  not  embrace 
fully  the  delicate  subject  of  common  honesty  and 
purity  in  the  administration  of  the  government. 

But  the  truth  was,  these  committees  never  had 
performed  the  duties  assigned  to  them.  Some  of 
the  committees  on  public  accounts  had  failed  to  sit 
or  act  at  ail.  They  had  generally  been  composed 
of  very  good  friends  of  the  president  and  the  ad- 
ministration, and  generally  had  shown  their  full 
confidence  in  both,  by  holding  neither  accountable 
to  themselves  or  to  others.  It  was  true  one  mem- 
ber of  one  of  these  committees  had,  during  the  last 
winter,  exposed  some  astonishing  items,  in  the  ac- 
counts of  the  department  of  state  particularly;  but, 
with  the  exception  of  his  labois,  the  country  had 
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enjoyed  the  benefit  of  no  efficient  superintendence 
over  public  expenditures  whatever. 

In  answer  to  the  third  objection,  it  was  replied 
that  the  resolution  was  no  broader  than  the  presi- 
dent’s own  message,  and  used  its  own  language  for 
the  greater  part.  It  was  shown  that  though  more 
extended,  it  was  quite  as  specific  as  any  resolutions 
of  inquiry  which  had  ever  preceded  it.  For  ex- 
ample, what  was  the  resolution  under  which  the 
celebrated  post  office  committee,  which  exposed 
such  stupendous  fraud,  corruption  and  mal-admi- 
nistration,  wa3  appointed? 

"Mr.  Connor,  by  leave,  submitted,  June  26, 1834, 
the  following  resolution: 

“Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  io 
examine  the  condition  and  proceedings  of  the  post  of- 
fice department,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,”  &c. 

What  could  be  more  general  and  indefinite?  Not 
to  quote  further  precedents  from  the  journals  of 
congress,  which  in  some  sense  might  be  extended 
ex  parte,  and  in  favor  of  its  own  power,  an  executive 
authority  on  the  point  was  cited — an  authority  which, 
with  the  president,  should  have  had  the  greatest 
possible  weight,  not  only  because  it  was  his  own, 
but  because  it  was  his  when  just  “fresh  from  the 
people,”  who  had  just  triumphed  in  a severe  strug- 
gle with  officers  who  were  accused  in  their  places 
with  being  corrupt,  and  whose  abuses  the  president 
was  elected  to  reform,  and  pledged  himself  to  re- 
form. In  his  first  message  to  congress,  in  December, 
1S20,  the  present  chief  magistrate  himself  held  this 
strong  republican  language: 

“In  connexion  with  this  subject,”  [frauds  on  the 
treasury,]  “I. invite  the  attention  of  congress  to  a 
general  and  minute  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the 
government,  with  a view  to  ascertain  what  offices 
could  be  dispensed  with,  what  expenses  retrenched, 
and  what  improvements  may  be  made  in  the  orga- 
nization of  its  various  parts,  to  secure  the  proper  re- 
sponsibility of  public  agents,  and  promote  efficiency 
and  justice  in  all  its  operations.” 

If  this  iivvrT  vt cox  wa3  meant  sincerely,  why 
now  the  president’s  opposition  to  a “general  and 
minute  inquiry,”  when  his  recommendation  has 
never  been  pursued,  without  a specific  bill  of  im- 
peachment first  laid,  which  could  not  possibly  be 
found  without  a previous  inquiry  for  facts?  Have 
the  uses  and  abuses  of  power  changed  his  opinions, 
or  is  it  because  he  himself  is  now  implicated? 

One  of  the  very  objects  of  a resolution  of  inquiry 
may  be  to  ascertain  and  establish  facts  upon  which 
to  found  specific  charges.  If  members  knew  al- 
ready, there  would  be  no  necessity  to  inquire.  A 
member  might  know,  generally,  that  particular  in- 
formation was  within  the  knowledge  of  a certain 
witness:  that  witness  might  be  an  executive  of- 
ficer. What  authority  would  the  member  alone 
have  to  compel  that  witness  to  disclose  to  him  facts, 
circumstances,  particulars  of  time,  place  and  sums, 
every  article  of  narration  necessary  to  constitute  a 
specific  charge?  If  the  charge  should  be  inac- 
curately laid,  the  probata  would  not  agree  with  the 
allegata,  and  the  evidence  would  be  excluded, 
though  it  might  show  the  deepest  guilt  in  some  other 
crime  or  misdemeanor  than  that  charged  in  the  spe- 
cification. Such  mode  ofinquiry  upon  specific  com- 
plaints only  would  be  but  a trap  for  honest  inquirers 
for  the  truth  of  good  or  bad  administration.  Who 
best  know  the  facts  which  would  constitute  the  guilt 
of  executive  officers,  superior  or  inferior?  The  best 
witnesses  are  executive  officers  themselves — wit- 
nesses who  now  dare  not  speak — whose  mouths  are 
stopped  by  the  hard  necessity  for  bread — whose 
lips  are  hermetically  sealed  by  an  arbitrary  pro- 
scription! 

The  amendment  proposed  to  the  resolution  of  the 
house,  so  far  from  inviting  or  challenging  any  one 
to  bring  forward  specific  charges  and  proof,  would, 
under  all  the  pains  and  penalties  of  removal  from 
office,  and  of  prosecution,  after  removal,  in  the 
sanctuary  of  private  life,  ever  have  forbidden  the 
best  informed  witnesses  of  the  truth  to  speak. 
“Speak  if  you  dare!”  “Accuse  if  you  dare!” 
would  have  been  its  language  in  tones  not  to  be 
misunderstood  by  any  dependent  on  executive  pa- 
tronage. 

The  resolution  referred  to  all  time.  True;  but 
the  amendment  proposed  gave  no  time.  A long 
session  might  be  spent  in  threading  a dark  laby- 
rinth for  facts  on  which  to  found  a specific  com- 
plaint; when  “a  general  and  minute  inquiry”  would 
at  once  reveal  many  frets,  and  thp  witnesses  be  com- 
pelled to  speak,  and  possibly  b?  protected  from 
proscription  by  the  mandate  of  a summons  and  the 
solemnity  of  an  oath.  They  might  not  then  be  ex- 
cused, even  in  these  times,  for  telling  the  whole 
truth  in  its  proper  garb. 

The  power  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  go- 
vernm°nt  was  proved  1o  be  in  congress,  or  nowhere 
under  the  constitution.  The  power  to  inquire  into 


crimes  of  private  individuals,  even  against  the 
laws  and  treaties  of  the  United  States,  exists  in 
every  branch  of  the  government.  Whence  derived 
the  executive  the  powers  to  ferret  out  who  burnt 
the  treasury  buildings,  and  to  reward  the  active, 
energetic  citizen,  whose  sagacity  and  perseverance 
apprehended  the  incendiary?  Whence  derived  the 
president  the  authority  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of 
the  Seminole  and  Creek  wars,  and  into  the  frauds 
of  officers,  and  individuals,  in  purchasing  Indian 
reservations?  The  power  and  the  duty  of  every 
branch  of  government,  to  inquire  generally  and 
minutely,  was  never  before  doubted  or  denied  in 
the  history  of  this  government.  If  half  the  zeal 
and  activity  to  prevent  and  detect  frauds,  to  ascer- 
tain and  arrest  the  causes  ol'Indian  hostilities,  or  to 
prosecute  Indian  wars,  had  been  employed,  that 
have  been  systematically  exerted  to  inquire  into 
the  political  opinions  of  men,  the  frontiers  would 
not  now  be  ravaged  by  savage  massacres,  the  na- 
tional honor  would  not  have  been  tarnished,  the 
national  arms  not  disgraced  and  the  government 
would  not  now  be  decaying  with  corruption,  and 
groaning  under  oppression. 

The  objection  to  the  resolution,  that  it  bad  not 
been  introduced  until  the  president  was  about  to 
retire  from  office,  was  not  correct,  either  in  fact  or 
principle;  that  resolution,  in  substance,  bad  not 
been  delayed  until  he  was  about  to  retire;  an  at- 
tempt had  been  repeatedly,  but  unsuccessfully, 
made  to  call  upon  him  and  his  subordinates  for  due 
accountability  the  session  before  the  present.  But 
if  not,  it  was  thought  that  the  very  time  to  settle 
the  accounts  with  the  public  servants  was  when 
they  were  about  to  leave  public  employment.  Was 
it  forgotten  how  rigidly  and  unsparingly  the  ad- 
ministration of  his  "predecessor  had  been  held  ac- 
countable by  congress?  An  able  examination  of 
laborious  search,  then  made,  found  nothing  com- 
pared with  the  stupendous  frauds,  the  magnificent 
abuses,  the  foul  corruption,  the  secret  guilt,  the 
open  and  unblushing  profligacy  and  extravagance 
which  are  alleged  now  to  despoil  our  government, 
and  to  disgrace  it3  administration. 

In  answer  to  the  objection,  that  the  resolution 
would  impugn  the  veracity  and  integrity  of  the  pre- 
sident and  heads  of  departments,  it  was  replied  that 
such  might  be  its  effect,  but  such  was  the  argument 
of  vassels  in  respect  to  an  autocrat.  That  the  re- 
solution was  not  to  try  the  truth  of  accusations 
on  the  one  hand,  or  of  self-acquittals  on  the 
other;  it  was  simply  to  inquire.  But  if  it  did 
thus  impugn  the  executive,  so  did  the  standing 
rules  of  the  house,  and  so  did  every  guaranty 
and  security  which  had  ever  been  provided  against 
the  danger  of  mal-administration.  That  it  was  the 
duty  of  freemen  not  to  trust  implicitly  and  ignorant- 
ly, every  thing  to  rulers.  And  were  the  repre- 
sentatives to  fail  or  falter  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty  because  the  president,  or  any  thing  that  was 
bis,  stood  in  the  way?  There  was  no  such  thing 
as  “scandalum  magnatum”  in  this  government. — 
True,  members  were  warned  that  heavy  penalties 
and  curses  of  public  odium  would  be  heaped  on 
them  in  conflict  with  a popular  chief  magistrate, 
whose  frown  has  heretofore  withered  and  blasted 
most  men  who  have  dared  to  incur  his  displeasure; 
but  with  those  who  dared  to  do  their  duty,  without 
fear,  favor  or  affection,  their  sense  of  duty  was 
stronger  than  (heir  fear  or  their  veneration  for  any 
man  or  any  name;  they  were  consoled  with  the  vir- 
tuous reflection,  that  they  who  deserved  ignominy 
and  reproach  were  not  those  who  honestly  sought 
for  purity  in  the  administration  of  the  government 
which  cannot  live  without  it,  but  rather  they  who 
seek  to  conceal  the  corruption  which  is  gnawing 
on  its  vitals. 

Upon  this  discussion,  the  house  of  representatives 
rejected  the  amendment  requiring  specific  charges, 
and  thereby  declared  that  such  should  not  be  re- 
quired before  “general  and  minute  inquiry.”  The 
president  has  said,  in  direct  contradiction  to  this, 
that  he  will  repel,  all  inquiry  as  he  would  the 
establishment  of  a Spanish  inquisition,  unless 
charges  specific  and  tangible  are  made. 

The  house  has  declared  that  a member  shall  not 
he  required  to  prefer  an  accusation  before  he 
inquires  into  the  condition  of  government;  the 
president  declares  he  shall  be  so  required;  and,  if 
lie  doss  not  prefer  charges,  or  prove  them  when 
mad1,  lie  denounces  him  and  his  associates  as  the 
authors  of  unfounded  calumnies. 

The  house  declared  that  inquiry  should  not  be 
converted  into  impediment;  the  president  declares 
that  the  house  shall  not  inquire  unless  it  docs  im- 
peach. 

The  house  declared  this  committee  to  he  neces- 
sary- and  proper;  the  president  has  denounced  it, 
in  elfect,  to  he  unnecessary  and  improper. 

The  house  lias  said  that  the  commiltee  shall 
have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers;  the 


president  has  said  that  the  heads  of  departments 
shall  devote  themselves  to  their  public  business  in 
preference  to  any  calls  for  information,  which  he 
was  pleased  to  denounce  as  illegal  and  unconstitu- 
tional. 

But  the  president  has  assumed  not  only  to  super- 
vise and  control  the  proceedings  of  the  house;  he 
has  directly  assumed  to  supervise,  and  has  actually 
controlled,  the  proceedings  of  its  committee.  His 
letter  clearly  discloses  that  he  had  been  informed  by 
some  one,  necessarily  a member  of  the  committee 
too,  that  its  first  proceeding  was  to  pass  a series  of 
resolutions ; that  they  were  introduced  by  the  chair- 
man; and  that  they  are  amended  in  a particular  man- 
ner in  their  passage.  It  was  believed  that  a system 
of  espoinage  was  in  operation  in  this  metropolis, 
and  began  to  he  felt  throughout  every  precinct  of 
power  in  the  land;  hut  it  was  not  imagined  that  a 
member  of  congress  on  a committee  would  regularly 
report  its  proceedings  to  the  president,  without 
license  to  do  so.  That  member  of  this  committee 
was  immediately  put  upon  his  oath,  and  testified 
that  the  president  inquired  of  him  for  information 
respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  committee.  If 
he  had  told  the  chief  magistrate  of  all  the  proceed- 
ings as  particularly  as  he  did  of  some  of  the  facts, 
he  would  have  informed  him -that  the  resolutions, 
which  the  chairman  introduced  to  the  committee, 
were  in  nowise  obnoxious  to  the  president’s  objec- 
tions; he  would  have  told  him  that  the  chairman 
proposed  not  to  inquire  whether  he  had  done  any 
act  “ without  authority  of  law;”  that  he  asked  not  the 
president  to  furnish  evidence  against  himself,  and 
imputed  to  him  no  guilt.  The  resolution  sent  to  the 
president,  as  originally  prepared,  called  for  the  evi- 
dence only  of  the  public  record;  that  of  itself,  it  was 
known,  would  convict  him,  ifguilty.  What  impu- 
tation of  guilt  was  there  in  that  resolution?  Did  it 
not  call  for  information  as  to  “particular  transac- 
tions?” Did  it  ask  the  president  to-convict  himself 
more  than  he  was  already  convicted  by  the  record? 

The  president’s  own  friends,  he  should  have  been 
told,  interpolated  the  odious  words  “if  any,  without 
authority  of  law,”  against  the  consent  of  the  mover 
and  his  “associates.”  The  very  informer  who  ren- 
dered these  resolutions  odious  to  (he  president,  by 
telling  him  they  were  introduced  by  the  chairman, 
should  also  have  told  him  that  the  words  which  im- 
pute to  him  guilt,  and  which  ask  him  to  furnsh  evi- 
dence against  himself,  were  introduced  by  the 

INFORMER  HIMSELF. 

The  resolution  merely  called  for  an  account  of 
official  acts,  as  evidenced  by  the  public  record, 
which  every  officer  is  bound  to  exhibit  when  called 
for  by  competent  authority;  the  amendment  called 
on  that  officer  himself  to  pick  therefrom  the  evi- 
dence alone  which  would  convict  him  of  violation 
of  law.  The  object  of  this  amendment  may  have 
been  to  render  the  resolution  improper, 
and  the  mover  of  it  may  have  acted  under  instruc- 
tions to  do  so.  The  undersigned  will  not  affirm 
this  to  be  so.  But  if  the  intention  was  not  to  put 
the  committee  in  the  wrong,  in  order  that  the  presi- 
dent might  obtain  an  advantage  over  it,  by  having 
it  fully  in  his  power  to  denounce  its  proceedings,  it 
certainly  was  thought  to  be  the  intention  of  the  presi- 
dent’s friends,  and  it  is  but  justice  to  their  kind  feel- 
ings towards  him  to  say  so,  to  limit  the  call  as 
much  as  possible,  to  make  the  executive  officers 
alone  the  judges  of  their  own  acts,  and  to 
afford  them  the  opportunity  of  acquitting  them- 
selves by  simply  replying  “we  have  made  no 
appointments,  employed  no  officers  or 
agents,  paid  none  without  AUTHORITY 
OF  LAW.”  The  majority  of  the  committee  took 
all  means  of  forming  a judgment  or  opinion  them- 
selves, and  afforded  the  executive  officers  the  op- 
portunity of  saying  generally,  according  to  their 
own  good  opinion  of  their  own  acts,  “we  are  not 
guilty.”  With  this  decided  advantage,  sought  and 
obtained  for  them  through  their  oyvn  friends, 
bv  amendments  which,  though  they  do  impute 
guilt,  insure  acquittal  by  the  accused  parties’ 
own  judgment,  what  are  we  to  infer  from  their 
standing  mute?  Now  that  the  president  has  not 
availed  himself  of  this  opportunity  of  pleading  “not 
guilty,”  or  finding  himself  innocent,  what 
must  the  world  infer  from  his  complaint  against  his 
own  friends,  that  they  called  on  him  to  furnish 
evidence  to  convict  himself?  Might  they  not  dare 
to  suggest  that  he  has  not  been  over  cautious  in 
admitting  that  he  would  he  obliged  to  convict  him- 
self, he  himself  being  the  judge  of  the  evidence? 
The  very  object  of  their  amendment  was  (o  afford 
him  the  chance  of  acquitting  himself;  and  yet  he 
comnlains  that  iie  cannot  no  so,  and  reproaches 
his  friends  for  seeking  to  make  him  his  own  accuser 
“on  the  authority  of  that  body,  in  which  alone,  by 
the  constitution,  the  power  of  impeaching  him  and 
his  advisers  is  vested.”  Sad  dilemma,  indeed,  in 
which  such  obliging  friends  have  placed  him — ■ 
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forcing  him  to  admit  he  cannot  acquit  himself! 
And  One  house  of  congress  cannot  pass  a declara- 
tory resolution  upon  the  president’s  acts,  without 
impugning  his  motives,  because  it  is  to  try; 
the  other  cannot  inquire  into  his  official  conduct, 
though  both  his  acts  and  motives  have,  as  he  alleges, 
been  impugned,  because  it  is  to  impeach! 
To  what,  then,  has  he  resolved  the  executive?  To 
an  inscrutable,  irresponsible,  unchecked,  and  un- 
balanced branch  of  the  government,  which  has  all 
the  power  of  committing  every  abuse  of  law,  and 
violation  of  duty  with  impunity,  and  all  the  power 
of  concealment  with  certainty. 

Here  it  might  well  bs  solemnly  asked,  if  his  am- 
bition had  not  lately  been  sufficiently  glutted  with 
humbling  the  senate  to  the  desecration  of  its  own 
inviolable  records  for  his  sake,  not  to  have  been 
insatiable  in  seeking  to  subdue  also  the  other  house 
of  congress,  which  is  peculiarly  the  house  of  the 
people,  and  which  for  years  has,  in  too  many  in- 
stances, been  more  than  indulgent  to  his  will?  In 
the  name  of  the  country,  he  might  have  spared 
some  check  upon  the  will,  and  not  left  all  a wreck, 
a sacrifice  at  the  shrine  of  one  man! 

The  president  not  only  assumed  to  supervise 
the  proceedings  of  the  committee,  but  to  control 
them  by  a bofd  request,  which  every  one  at  all 
acquainted  with  his  powerful  inliuence  well  knows 
how  to  denominate  an  okdek. 

It  appears  that  the  resolutions  of  the  committee 
were  adopted  on  Monday,  the  23d;  that  Mr.  Mann 
informed  the  president  of  the  proceedings  on  Tues- 
day, the  24th,  before  the  president  received  the  let- 
ter of  the  chairman  on  the  same  evening;  that  then 
the  president  told  him  he  would,  in  proper  time, 
send  his  answer  1o  the  committee,  alter  he  should 
receive  a copy  of  the  resolutions;  and  that  he  would 

DESIRE  THE  COMMITTEE  TO  EXAMINE,  UPON 
OATH,  SUCH  GENTLEMEN  AS  HAD  CHARGED  COR- 
RUPTION AND  ABUSES  AGAINST  THE  HEADS  OF 
executive  departments;  that  on  Friday,  the 
27th,  less  than  three  days  thereafter,  Mr.  Mann 
called  on  the  chairman,  and  on  Mr.  Bell,  to  answer 
the  general  question  “whether  they,  of  their  own 
knowledge,  knew  of  any  acts,  by  either  of  the  exe- 
cutive departments,  either  corrupt  or  a violation  of 
their  official  duties?”  On  that  very  day  the  letter 
of  the  president  was  handed  to  the  chairman,  whilst 
he  was  in  the  act  of  testifying;  that  the  letter  of  the 
president  itself  did  request  the  committee  to  call 
upon  the  chairman,  and  his  associates,  and  every 
other  member  of  congress  who  had  made  the  gene- 
ral charge  of  coirnption,  to  testify  before  God  and 
our  country  whether  they  knew  of  any  specific  cor- 
ruption or  abuse  of  trust  in  the  executive  depart- 
ments; and  if  so,  what  it  was;  and  that  on  Satur- 
day, the  2Sth,  the  hon.  John  Bell  was  sworn,  and 
the  hon.  B.  Peyton  and  F.  W.  Pickens,  of  the  house, 
and  the  hon.  John  C.  Calhoun  and  H.  L.  White,  of 
the  senate,  were  ordered  to  be  summoned  upon  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Mann.  From  this  statement  of  facts 
it  seems  impossible  to  doubt  that  the  president  of 
the  United  States  did  inquire  about  the  acts  of  the 
committee;  was  informed  by  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee concerning  its  proceedings;  did  indicate  to 
that  member,  in  conversation,  and  afterwards  to  the 
committee  itself,  in  writing,  his  desire  that  it  should 
call  upon  members  of  congress  to  testify  to  the  truth 
of  their  speeches  made  on  the  floor  of  either  house 
in  debate;  that  the  member  and  the  committee 
obeyed  his  desire  and  request,  and  did  cause  those 
members  of  congress  to  be  summoned  to  testify  in 
the  manner  the  president  had  indicated  in  conver- 
sation and  in  his  letter. 

Thus  the  president  first  repelled  the  inquiry  from 
the  executive,  and  then  turned  it  upon  the  two 
houses  of  congress.  He  first  denounced  Ihe  com- 
initttee  as  worse  than  a Spanish  inquisition,  and 
then  actually  made  his  denunciation  true  by  con- 
verting it  into  what  he  denounced.  He  condemned 
its  acts  as  unconstitutional,  and  then  made  them  so. 
He  gave  it  the  very  character  he  condemned,  and 
made  its  proceedings  as  odious  as  he  would  have 
them  to  be,  in  attacking  the  privileges  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  states  and  of  the  people.  He  has  in- 
vaded these  privileges,  and  violated  the  constitu- 
tion, BY  HOLDING  MEMBERS  OF  BOTH  HOUSES  OF 
C INGRESS  DIRECTLY  ACCOUNTABLE  TO  HIM  FOR 

words  spoken  in  debate.  He  has  called  upon 
them  to  swear,  before  God  and  the  country,  to  the 
truth  of  their  speeches  on  file  floor;  thus  holding 
them  accountable,  in  the  most  odious  and  insulting 
manner,  in  the  form  cf  a test  oath.  He  first  in- 
timated his  desire  to  a member  of  the  committee, 
who  was  so  swift  to  obey  his  merest  wish,  that  the 
chairman  was  called  on  to  swear  to  the  truth  of 
what  he  had  spoken,  before  even  the  official  request 
by  letter  had  reach  the  committee.  Both  his  verbal 
and  written,  bis  secret  and  open  order,  were  sum- 
marily obev'd  by  instantly  summoning  hoary  and 
honored  senators,  and  young  and  inexperienced  re- 


presentatives, to  purge  themselves  on  oath  of  their 
contempt  to  the  executive!  They  obeyed — not  the 
mandate  of  the  president,  or  the  summons  of  the 
committee,  but  a sense  of  obligation  to  the  country, 
to  show  that  their  speeches  were  not  the  declama- 
tion of  demagogues,  not  ad  captanduin  harrangues, 
not  merely  “spargere  voces,”  to  excite  false 
alarms  or  to  raise  a senseless  clamor,  but  that  they 

SOLEMNLY  BELIEVED  THE  TRUTHS  THEY  HAD 
UTTERED,  AND  WERE  READY  TO  SEAL  THAT  BE- 
LIEF with  their  oaths;  at  the  same  time  pro- 
testing against  the  abuse  and  outrage  upon  their 
privileges.  Happy  if  the  oaths  of  these  witnesses 
shall  not  produce  more  direful  efiects  than  their 
speeches;  and  happier  still,  for  the  nation,  if  there 
shall  be  another  foundation  stone  left  for  civil  liber- 
ty to  rest  on,  when  the  freedom  of  debate 

SHALL  THUS  BE  DESTROYED! 

The  constitution  expressly  provides  that  “for 

ANY  SPEECH  OR  DEBATE  IN  EITHER  HOUSE,  the 

senators  and  representatives  shall  not  be  ques- 
tioned in  any  other  place.”  The  object  of 
this  constitutional  provision  was  to  provide  for  such 
cases  as  that  now  under  consideration:  cases 
where  the  senators  and  representatives 

MIGHT  DEEM  IT  THEIR  DUTY  TO  COMMENT  AND 
SPEAK  FREELY  UrON  THE  CONDUCT  OF  PUBLIC 

officers  and  others.  Who  new  will  dare  thus 
to  speak  in  debate,  if  he  may  be  called  by  the  presi- 
dent to  swear  on  the  holy  evangelist  to  (lie  truth  of 
every  suspicion  which  he  may  feel  it  his  sacred 
duty  to  utter,  under  the  pain  and  penalty  of  being 
branded,  by  the  highest  authority  in  the  land,  with 
the  infamy  of  falsehood  and  calumny?  If  this  be 
tolerated,  the  representative’s  mind  must  endure  the 
weightiest  convictions,  but  his  tongue  must  he  si- 
lent; the  people  must  remain  ignorant  of  their  ru- 
lers, unless  he  have  the  hardihood  to  peril  every 
thing  personal  for  their  sake  and  the  public  good. 

After  what  has  been  said,  it  is  not  deemed'neces- 
sary  to  show  that  the  president  has  opposed  a vio- 
lent resistance  to  the  just  powers  of  the  house  and 
ils  committee,  in  direct  hostility  to  every  principle 
ol  liberty  and  law,  justice  and  right.  So  far  as  his 
attack  has  been  purely' personal  upon  members  of 
either  bouse,  it  becomes  them  to  remember  that  he 
is  honored  by  office  and  by  age.  But  the  under- 
signed cannot  refrain  from  saying,  that  if  they  had 
spread  before  them  the  whole  catalogue  of  execu- 
tive offences  against  law,  liberty,  right,  reason, 
justice,  truth,  principle,  precedent,  the  conslitution 
and  the  country,  however  numerous  and  aggravated 
they  may  be,  or  have  been,  as  the  prison-houses  of 
the  departments  might  disclose — they  would  scarce- 
ly expect  to  find  one  more  ruthless  than  this  of- 
ficial act  of  the  president,  characterized  as  it  is 
by  the  worst  of  principles,  prejudices  and  passions, 

IN  VIOLATION  OF  HIS  DUTY,  AND  INJURIOUS  TO 
THE  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS  AND  TO  PRIVATE' 

persons.  The  house — the  congress — the  nation, 
should  rebuke  this  act  with  patriotic  indignation 
— with  the  indignation  of  freemen,  of  jealous  lovers 
of  liberty,  and  of  the  law  by  which  it  is  secured. 
They  should  fefy  it  as  they  do  treason  and  tyran- 
ny. If  this  executive  act  and  its  principles  be  sus- 
tained, and  go  unrebuked' — if  it  be  settled  that  there 
shall  be  no  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  go- 
vernment, WITHOUT  SPECIFIC  CHARGES  AGAINST 
its  officers — that  inquiry  is  trial  and  inqui- 
sition— that  public  officers  are  to  he  secure  in 
THEIR  departments,  and  the  houses,  papers  and 
effects  belonging  to  the  people,  as  private 
persons  are  in  (heirs — that  public  officers  are,  as 
the  people,  free  from  scrutiny — that  they  are  net 
subject,  neither  indeed  can  be,  to  reasonable  ac- 
countability— that  they  must  be  impeached  before 
they  can  be  called  on  to  report  to  the  people — that 
select  committees  shall  not  be  appointed  to  ascer- 
tain abuses — that  agents  unknown  to  the  law’  may 
be  protected,  for  that  very  reason,  from  all  search 
info  their  conduct — that  there  shall  be  no  general 
and  minute  investigation — that  there  is  no  consti- 
tutional power  in  the  house  of  representatives  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  executive  officers — .hat 
there  shall  be  no  inquiry,  because  it  may  impugn 
the  veracity  and  integrity  of  the  president,  when 
that  is  the  best  of  all  reasons  for  inquiry — that  in- 
quiries shall  tend  to  render  odious  those  who  insti- 
tute them — (hat  the  president  may  supervise  and 
control  the  proceedings  of  botli  houses  of  congress 
and  of  their  committees — that  he  may  resist  their 
just  powers— that  he  may  convert  their  committees 
of  inquiry  into  inquisitions  upon  themselves — that 
he  may  officially  denounce  their  proceedings,  gross- 
ly insult  their  members  in  the  discharge  of  (heir 
duties,  and  violently  trample  upon  their  most  sa- 
cred privileges — (hen  is  utterly  gone  ail  purity,  all 
honesty  in  this  government,  ils  strength,  Its  dignify, 
its  glory,  its  freedom  itself! 

Besides  the  letter  of  Ihe  2fith  of  January,  the 
president  addressed  another,  dated  January  31st, 


(see  Cist  page  of  printed  journal),  equally  repre- 
hensible in  its  tone  and  temper,  and  quite  as  high- 
handed in  its  assumption  of  authority.  On  (he  30th 
of  January  the  honorable  Hugh  Lawson  White,  of 
the  senate,  read  a paper  to  the  committee,  assigning 
his  reasons  for  consenting  to  testify.  In  that  paper 
he  used  the  following  language:' 

“For  many  years  I have  been  on  the  most  inti- 
mate and  confidential  terms  with  the  chief  magis- 
trate. We  have  conversed  with  and  written  to 
each  oth.er  perhaps  with  as  much  freedom  as  if  we 
bad  been  brothers:  much  that  has  passed  was,  of 
course,  highly  confidential.  I should  hold  myself 
disgraced  by  designedly  bringing  any  matters  of 
this  kind  before  the  public.” 

On  the  4th  of  February,  Mr.  Mann  laid  the  fol- 
low’ing  letter  before  the  committee,  as  communi- 
cated to  him  by  the  president: 

‘■January  31,  1837. 

“ To  ihe  committee  of  investigation, 
of  which  Mr.  II.  Ji.  Wise  is  chairman; 

“Being  casually  informed  that  judge  White,  of 
the  senate  of  the  United  States,  belore  the  said 
committee  of  investigation  into  abuses,  &c.  charged 
against  the  executive  departments,  has  stated  that 
he  and  myself  have  had  many  confidential  conver- 
sations, and  intimating  that  there  was  something 
that  would  be  prejudicial  lo  me,  (the  president),  if 
disclosed,  I therefore  absolve  him  from  all  obliga- 
tions of  confidence  in  regard  to  any  thing  that  has 
passed  between  us. 

“I  wish  every  conversation  had  cr  held  with  him, 
on  all  and  every  subject,  faithfully  disclosed,  with 
the  time  when,  and  the  place  where;  and  I hope 
the  committee  will  interrogate  him  as  to  every 
point  or  matter  of  confidence  that  ever  existed  be- 
tween us.  A K DREW  JACKSON.” 

This  letter,  it  will  be  observed,  is  dated  the  31st  j 
of  January,  the  day  after  the  senator  read  ! 
his  reasons  for  testifying  to  the  committee.  [ 
And  again,  it  is  shown  on  the  face,  and  by  the  first  f 
words  of  the  letter,  that  he  was  quickly  informed  |J 
of  what  was  done  in  the  committee;  and  again,  the  ! 

1 same  man  communicated  the  president’s  wishes  to 
call  on  a particular  witness  to  disclose,  and  to  have  || 
that  witness  particularly  interrogated. 

The  heads  of  the  executive  departments,  in  their  j 
replies  to  the  committee,  followed  the  courtiy  ex-  1 
ample  of  the  president.  In  reply  to  the  letter  en- 
closing the  five  resolutions  of  the  committee,  the 
secretary  of  state  addressed  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  the  following  communication: 

“Department  of  stale,  January  23,  1837. 

“Sir:  I had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  24th  instant,  enclosing  five  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  committee  of  which  you  are  chairman,  di- 
recting me  to  answer,  as  the  head  of  this  depart- 
ment, certain  inquiries  therein  contained.  It  is 
proper  that  I should  remind  the  committee  that  (he 
secretary  of  state  is  not  and  cannot  be  put  officially 
under  the  direction  of  any  committee  of  congress. 

As  a witness,  he  is,  like  any  other  citizen,  subject 
to  be  called  upon  questions  touching  the  actual  or 
contemplated  impeachment  of  the  chief  magistrate, 
or  oilier  officer  of  government,  for  violations  of 
constitutional  obligations.  In  calls  for  information 
even,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  head  of  this  department 
to  withhold  it,  if  any  should  be  asked  for  concerning 
portions  of  its  business,  until  directed  to  furnish  it 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States.  Information 
which  is  within  the  power  of  the  department,  with 
the  exception  of  that  which  is  confidential,  has  at  all 
times  been,  with  all  convenient  speed,  furnished  to 
any  of  the  committees  of  congress,  or  any  ol  its  mem- 
beis  whenever  it  has  been  desired.  I should  be  most 
happy  to  consider  the  resolutions  you  have  enclosed 
to  me  ef  this  character,  and  to  answer  them  accord- 
ingly; but  they  are  so  presented  as  to  oblige  me  to 
refine  a compliance  with  their  “directions.”  I am 
directed  to  communicate  what  has  been  done  by 
myself  or  my  predecessors  without  authority  ol  law 
in  the  expenditures  of  this  department,  within  the 
peril  d designated  in  them.  .Self-respect  forbids  a 
reply  as  to  myself;  as  to  my  predecessors,  I should 
not  become  their  accuser  if  I thought  they  had  com- 
mitted errors,  and  certainly  shall  not  vindicate  them 
while  following  their  example.  That  the  com- 
mittee may  judge  for  itself  whether  any  cf  the  ex- 
penditures made  in  this  department  are  contrary  to 
law,  I have  the  honor  to  make  known  to  them,  I; 
through  you,  the  sources  where  information  is  to 
be  obtained  of  all  the  money  that  has  been  expended 
under  its  direction.  The  enclosed  documents  will 
effect  that  purpose,  and  will,  a*  the  same  time,  I 
trust,  protect  me  from  any  false  inferences  for  re- 
fusing to  be  put  under  question  as  to  the  legality  of 
my  own  conduct. 

“If,  in  any  part  of  this  action  of  the  department, 
furlh  r explanations  should  be  wished  for,  or  any 
facts  v.  anted,  deemed  important,  and  supposed  to  be  : 
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in  its  possession,  I hope  the  committee  will  apply 
i'or  them,  and  they  will  be  immediately  transmitted, 
if  within  its  reach. 

•‘I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, JOHN  FORSYTH. 

"Hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  chairman  committee  house  of 

reps,  to  inquire  into  the  executive  departments,’'  §-c. 

In  reply  to  a similar  letter,  the  postmaster  general 
addressed  the  following  answer: 

"Post  office  department , February  3,  1S37. 

“Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  enclosing 
sundry  resolutions  adopted  by  the  committee  of 
which  you  are  chairman,  has  been  received. 

“The  contingent  appropriation  of  this  department 
is  expended  by  an  agent  appointed  by  the  post- 
master general.  The  moneys  are  placed  to  his  credit 
in  bank,  by  a warrant  drawn  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  upon  the  requisition  of  the  postmaster 
general.  All  contingent  bills  are  allowed  by  the 
postmaster  general;  and  all  checks  drawn  for  their 
payment  have  his  approval  written  on  their  face, 
the  bank  being  instructed  to  pay  none  others  drawn 
by  the  agent  on  that  fund.  The  contingent  ac- 
counts of  the  department  have  been  settled  down 
to  the  1st  January,  1837,  and  the  accounts  and 
vouchers  are  presumed  to  be  on  file  in  the  register’s 
office,  to  which  the  committee  is  respectfully  re- 
ferred for  the  details  which  they  ask.  There  is  no 
other  appropriation  controlled  by  the  postmaster 
general,  except  the  general  one  for  the  service  of 
the  post  office  department;  and  no  transfers  have 
been  made  from  the  one  to  the  other. 

“These  resolutions  further  require  the  heads  of 
departments  to  communicate  information  to  the 
committee  in  relation  to  acts  and  appointments 
which  may  have  been  done  or  made  by  them  ‘with- 
out authority  of  law.’ 

“If  the  words  ‘without  authority  of  law,’  are  to 
be  construed  as  meaning  in  violation  of  law,  the  com- 
mittee will  perceive  that  the  report  of  a single  case 
by  the  heads  of  departments,  under  their  own  ad- 
ministration, would,  ipso  facto,  be  an  admission  that 
they  had  violated  the  laws;  and  the  report  of  any 
case  of  an  earlier  date  would  be  to  make  such  a 
charge  against  their  predecessors.  It  is  presumed 
the  committee  did  not  mean  to  compel  the  heads  of 
departments  to  become  the  accusers  of  themselves 
or  their  predecessors;  and  that  the  words ‘without 
authority  of  law’  must  be  construed  as  meaning 
merely  cases  not  provided  for  in  express  terms, 
but  authorised,  or  supposed  to  be  authorised,  by 
general  provisions. 

“In  this  sense  no  objection  exists,  in  principle,  to 
giving  the  most  ample  answer!.  But  in  this  depart- 
ment an  answer  cannot  be  given  without  a minute 
search  through  the  books,  and  overhauling  probably 
more  than  33, 000  accounts.  Nearly  the  whole  force 
of  the  department  and  of  the  auditor’s  office  would 
have  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  current  business,  to 
the  incalculable  injury  of  the  public  service,  and 
employed  in  searching  out  thousands  of  items  which 
cannot  be" of  the  least  practical  utility  in  promot- 
ing the  objects  of  the  committee,  when  obtained. 

I do  not  feel  authorised,  in  the  discharge  of  my 
duties  to  the  public,  to  surfer  the  clerks  furnished 
me  for  other  purposes  to  be  so  employed. 

“If,  however,  there  be  any  specific  case  or  cases 
in  which  abuse  or  corruption  in  the  expenditures  of 
this  department  shall  be  charged,  I shall  consider  it 
my  duty,  when  informed  thereof,  to  lay  before  the 
committee,  as  promptly  as  possible,  all  the  informa- 
tion having  reference  to  the  case  contained  in  its 
books  and  files.  And  if  clerical  force  adequate  to 
the  object  be  furnished  me  'ey  law’,  the  specific  ap- 
plication of  every  dollar  of  the  funds  of  this  depart- 
ment will,  in  due  time,  be  most  cheerfully  exhibit- 
ed. Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
“AMOS  KENDALL. 

"Hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  chairman ,”  4'C.  fyc. 

In  like  manner  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  an- 
swered as  follows: 

“ Treasury  department,  January  30,  1337. 

“Sir:  I had  the  honor,  on  the  23th  inst.  to  re- 
ceive your  letter,  dated  (he  24th,  and  enclosing 
certain  resolutions  purporting  to  have  passed  'in 
select  committee  of  the  house  to  inquire  into  the 
executive  departments,’  Ac.  A copy  of  them  is 
annexed. 

“In  reply  to  the  first  resolution,  I would  observe, 
that  I am  not  aware  of  any  money  having  been 
paid  by  this  department  or  i Is  agents,  within  the 
period  mentioned,  to  any  printers  or  editors,  with- 
out authority  of  law.  All  which  has  been  paid  is 
believed  to  be  regularly  reported  and  adjusted  in 
the  proper  office,  and  the  results  periodically  com- 
municated to  congress,  and  to  be  found  in  the 
printed  documents.  Nor  do  I know,  under  the  in- 
quiry contained  in  the  second  resolution,  of  any  of- 
ficer, agent,  or  deputy,  appointed,  employer],  or 
paid,  since  the  4th  of  March,  1329,  to  the  1st  of 
December  last,  without  authority  of  law.  If  tiie 


committee  intend  to  embrace,  under  this  question, 
a list  of  all  officers,  agents,  or  deputies,  not  both 
nominated  to  the  senate  and  included  in  the  Blue 
Book,  though  appointed  under  what  is  considered 
due  authority  of  law,  and  wish  an  account  of  their 
respective  duties,  compensation,  and  the  date  of  the 
origin  of  their  authority,  Ac.  since  1829,  it  would 
probably  require  all  the  spare  force  in  this  office 
i'or  many  months  to  comply  with  that  wish  in  all 
its  details,  as  it  would  embrace  all  the  revenue  of- 
ficers in  twenty  to  thirty  cutters,  all  the  agents  to 
build  light  houses,  custom  houses,  bridges,  branch 
mints,  Ac.  all  subordinate  custom  bouse  officers, 
and  too  many  others  for  recital.  But  tile  appoint- 
ments, payments,  and  vouchers  connected  with  all 
these,  appear  in  the  proper  offices. 

“In  answer  to  the  third  resolution,  I would  ob- 
serve that  the  yearly  reports  of  expenditures  made 
to  congress,  including  that  presented  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session,  on  the  subject 
of  contingencies,  contain,  it  is  believed,  all  request- 
ed on  this  subject.  None  of  these  contingencies, 
so  far  as  known  to  me,  are  supposed  to  have  been 
not  appropriated  by  law,  or  to  have  been  charged 
from  specific  to  other  objects  of  expenditure,  or  to 
have  been  illegal  or  irregular. 

“As  to  the  fourth  resolution,  I do  not  recollect 
any  cases  of  the  description  there  given  within  the 
period  mentioned.  The  cases  of  illness  or  tempo- 
rary absences  in  public  officers  are  not  supposed  to 
be  embraced  in  the  inquiry;  and,  perhaps,  no  such 
casts  as  those  where  temporary  duties,  of  a differ- 
ent character,  have  been  performed  by  some  person 
in  office.  If  it  was  intended  to  embrace  either  of 
these  classes,  I have  no  doubt  such  cases  have  oc- 
casionally happened,  in  the  instances  of  clerks  and 
others;  and  any  particular  one  designated  by  the 
committee,  on  which  any  specific  information  may 
be  desired  by  them,  will  be  explained  with  plea- 
sure. 

“In  respect  to  the  conduct  of  any  of  my  prede- 
cessors in  office  in  this  department  on  any  of  these 
subjects,  since  the  3d  of  March,  1829,  whether  le- 
gal or  illegal,  my  remarks  must,  of  course,  be 
deemed  general,  in  stating  an  impression  in  their 
favor.  In  any  special  case  which  may  be  pointed 
out  to  me,  I might  be  able  to  offer  a detailed  opi- 
nion, were  it  supposed  to  be  proper  by  myself,  and 
desirable  by  the  committee;  but  which,  from  mo- 
tives of  delicacy,  if  not  correct  principles  of  law,  is 
presumed  not  to  be  now  wished.  Whether  such 
an  opinion  ought  to  be  asked  of  me  in  relation  to 
any  of  my  own  acts  under  any  of  the  resolutions, 
tending,  as  the  reply  must,  either  to  exonerate  or 
accuse  myself,  is  so  questionable  under  the  consti- 
tution, that  I should  have  declined  answering  it, 
unless  from  an  impression  that,  in  such  an  event, 
an  inference  not  warrantable  by  the  facts  might,  by 
some  persons,  have  been  drawn  from  my  silence  or 
refusal.  “Respectfully,  yours, 

“LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
"Hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  chairman  of  executive  com.” 

So,  also,  the  secretary  of  the  navy  replied  as  fol- 
lows: 

“ Navy  department,  February  10,  1837. 

“Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  certain  resolutions  adopted  by  the  above 
committee. 

“These  resolutions  direct  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments to  furnish  the  committee  with  statements  of 
acts  implying  official  dereliction  of  duty  on  their 
part,  or  on  the  part  of  their  predecessors  in  office,  for 
different  terms  of  years;  extending  in  some  cases, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  to  the  1st  December, 
1836;  and  these  statements  to  be  made  upon  gene- 
ral allegations,  without  direct  charges  or  specifica- 
tions. 

“The  appointment  of  this  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  condition  of  the  executive  departments,  Ac. 
does  not,  in  my  opinion,  confer  upon  them  power 
to  direct  the  heads  of  those  departments  to  make 
disclosures  of  the  money  paid  by  them  without 
authority  of  law;  or  of  officers,  agents  or  deputies 
appointed  or  emp^ed  by  them  without  authority 
of  law,  or  of  any  other  official  acts  by  them  without 
authority  of  law;  or  to  bear  testimony  as  to  like 
misdemeanors  cm  the  part  of  their  predecessors  in 
office,  or  others,  upon  such  general  suggestions  as 
are  contained  in  the  resolutions. 

“No  such  power  is  shown,  ami  I do  not  feel  jus- 
tified, answering,  as  I do,  for  the  navy  department, 
to  acknowledge  such  a power. 

“Yet  I have  no  hesitation  in  stating,  in  answer  to 
the  fust  resolution,  that  no  sums  of  money  have 
been  paid  by  this  department,  its  agents  or  depu- 
ties, to  printers  or  editors  of  newspapers,  within  the 
year  ending  on  the  1st  of  December  last,  to  my 
knowledge  or  belief,  without  authority  of  law. 

“Should  the  committee  think  proper  to  designate 
and  specify  any  case  or  case3  in  which  they  may 


think  such  illegal  payments  have  been  made,  such 
case  or  cases,  with  the  facts  attending  the  same, 
will  be  communicated  without  delay. 

“To  the  second  resolution,  I beg  leave  to  state, 
that  no  officers,  agents  or  deputies,  have,  to  my 
knowledge  or  belief,  been  appointed,  employed  or 
paid  by  this  department,  without  authority  of  law, 
under  the  direction  of  my  predecessors  or  rnyself, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  to  1st  December  last. 

“In  the  various  duties  of  this  department,  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  appoint  many  agents. — 
Many  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law's  upon  the  beads 
of  the  departments  must  be  performed  by  agents  or 
deputies,  tile  right  of  appointing  whom  is  a neces- 
sary consequence  of  the  obligation  to  fferl°rlT>  the 
duty  imposed.  Such  appointments  are  not  con- 
sidered as  made  without  authority  of  law. 

“To  give  the  names  of  all  agents  and  deputies 
thus  appointed  from  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  to  the 
1st  December  last,  with  the  sums  paid  to  each,  the 
services  rendered  by  each,  and  for  what  reasons 
such  appointments  were  made,  would  require  more 
labor  than  could  be  perfomed  by  all  the  clerks  in 
my  office  who  could  be  spared  for  the  purpose, 
without  seriously  interrupting  the  daily  and  neces- 
sary routine  of  business  of  my  department,  for  the 
residue  of  the  session  of  congress. 

“A  report  will  be  immediately  made  upon  any 
specified  case  or  cases  under  this  resolution. 

“To  the  third  resolution  I beg  leave  to  state  that 
the  various  amounts  of  money,  to  whom  and  i'or 
what  paid  at  this  department,  within  the  last  four 
years,  ending  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  for  con- 
tingencies, are  contained  in  reports  from  this  de- 
partment, printed  among  the  documents  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  to  wit: 

“For  the  year  1S33:  A report  of  the  13th  of  De- 
cember of  that  year,  document  No.  14,  1st  session, 
23d  congress. 

“For  the  year  1834:  A report  of  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1835;  document  No.  52,  2d  session,  23d  con- 
gress. 

“For  the  year  1835:  A report  of  the  31st  Decem- 
ber of  that  year,  document  No.  43,  1st  session,  24th 
congress. 

“For  1836:  A report  of  the  31st  of  December  of 
that  year,  document  No.  60,  of  the  present  session. 

“This  last  document  brings  down  the  account  of 
the  contingent  expenses  of  this  department  to  the 
30th  of  September  last.  It  cannot  be  completed  to 
the  1st  of  December  last  at  this  time,  as  will  appear 
by  a letter  of  the  fourth  auditor,  hereto  annexed. 

“None  of  these  payments  have  been  made  with- 
out appropriations. 

“The  letter  of  the  second  comptroller,  hereto  an- 
nexed, will  show  the  transfers  made  since  the  4th 
of  March,  1829,  from  various  naval  appropriations. 
These  have  been  made  under  the  authority  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  upon  evidence  that 
the  public  service  required  the  same,  and  under  the 
provisions  of  the  30th  of  June,  1834,  authorising 
the  same,  except  the  last,  which  was  made  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  authorising  the  South  Sea 
exploring  expedition. 

“I  am  not  aware  that  any  illegal  or  irregular  ex- 
penditures, allowances  or  payments  of  any  descrip- 
tion, have  been  made  at  this  department  since  the 
4th  March,  1829. 

“If  any  ca3e  or  cases  of  payments  or  allowances, 
supposed  to  be  illegal  or  irregular,  shall  be  speci- 
fied, a report  will  be  immediately  made  upon  the 
same. 

“To  the  fourth  resolution  I beg  leave  to  state  that 
I have  no  knowledge  that  any  officers,  agents  or 
deputies  of  this  department,  have,  from  the  4th  of 
March,  1829,  to  the  1st  of  December  last,  received 
salaries,  pajr  or  emoluments  of  any  kind,  without 
rendering  service  to  the  government,  or  without  be- 
ing in  office;  unless  this  inquiry  extends  to  cases  of 
temporary  absence  on  leave,  or  to  cases  of  absence 
from  sickness,  which  it  is  not  presumed  to  do;  and 
except  what  may  be  contained  in  a report  of  gene- 
ral Van  Ness  and  Mr.  Kendall,  now  in  possession  of 
the  committee. 

“I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  commissions  to  of- 
ficers in  this  department,  within  (he  same  period, 
which  have  been  antedated,  or  of  officers  who  held 
other  stations  or  appointments,  state  or  federal, 
when  receiving  pay  for  particular  offices  or  agen- 
cies, or  who  have  been  engaged  in  private  employ- 
ment, whilst  receiving  pay  from,  and  rendering  no 
service  to,  the  United  States. 

“To  the  fifth  resolution  I have  to  state  that  I do 
not  know  that  any  innovations,  not  authorised  by 
law,  have  been  introduced  or  continued  in  this  de- 
partment, within  the  period  specified. 

“I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient,  humble 
servant.  MA.HLON  DICKERSON. 

"To  the  lion.  Henry  A.  Wise,  chairman,”  Ijc.  4-c. 
[to  be  continued.] 
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Pennsylvania  convention.  The  following  state- 
ment of  the  occupations  of  the  members  of  the  con- 
vention to  amend  the  constitution  of  Pennsylvania 
is  from  a Philadelphia  paper: 

Farmers  51;  iron  masters  3;  manufacturer  1;  me- 
chanics 2;  house  carpenters  2;  brick  maker  1;  pa- 
per maker  1;  printers  2;  potter  1;  judge  1;  attor- 
neys 41;  doctors  12;  editor  1;  merchants  9;  sur- 
veyors 4;  clerk  1 — 133. 

The  Tioga  (Pa.)  Democrat  of  the  20th  ultimo, 
makes  the  following  statement  relative  to  the  quan- 
tity of  maple  sugar  made  in  that  vicinity,  and  adds, 
that  the  quantity  made  this  spring,  surpasses  that 
of  any  former  season: 

“A  gentleman  living  in  Union  township,  in  this 
county,  estimates  the  quantity  made  in  his  neigh- 
borhood last  year  at  about  30  tons,  the  season  being 
very  unfavorable.  In  the  early  part  of  this  season  we 
were  informed  that  Amasa  Wood  of  Union,  intend 
ed  to  make  3 tons.  We  have  heard  no  estimate  of 
the  quantity  made  this  season;  but  there  is  rumor 
here  that  one  man  somewhere  in  that  region  has 
already  made  7,000  pounds,  and  is  rapidly  increas- 
ing it  every  day.  Will  some  of  our  friends  in  the 
sugar  business  forward  us  an  estimate  of  the  whole 
quantity  made  this  spring,  and  such  particulars  as 
will  be  interesting.” 

Commerce  of  the  lakes.  The  Dunkirk  Beacon  of 
the  26th  ult.  announces  the  launching  of  the  new 
schooner  Samuel  B.  Buggies,  of  190  tons  burthen, 
destined  for  the  trade  of  the  upper  lakes. 

The  same  paper  has  the  following  notices: 

Dam  at  Black  Rock.  Among  the  resolutions 
which  passed  the  senate  at  its  recent  session,  was 
the  following,  viz: 

In  senate  of  the  United  Slates — March  2 d.  Re- 
solved, That  the  president  be  requested  to  ascer- 
tain, during  the  recess  of  congress,  whether  the 
works  at  Black  Rock  raise  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie 
to  the  injury  of  property  on  its  southern  and  west- 
ern shores,  and  to  communicate  to  congress  at  their 
next  session  the  result  of  this  examination. 

Attest,  Asbury  Dickens,  secretary. 

We  understand  that  this  resolution  has  been  re- 
ferred by  the  president  to  the  engineer  department, 
and  that  the  chief  engineer  has  requested  captain 
A.  Talcott,  E.  H.  Courtenay  and  T.  S.  Brown,  esq. 
civil  engineers,  to  undertake  the  investigation  of 
this  important  subject,  and  to  report  their  opinion 
thereon.  We  have  not  learned  whether  these  gen- 
tlemen have  accepted  of  the  trust. 

Appointment.  T.  S.  Brown,  esq.  has  been  ap- 
pointed general  superintendent  of  the  public  works 
at  the  harbors  of  Erie,  Dunkirk,  Buffalo  and  Black 
Rock. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  has  recog- 
nized the  appointment  of  James  Andrews  as  vice 
consul  of  his  Danish  majesty,  for  the  states  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Rhode  Is- 
land, to  reside  at  Boston. 

Also,  of  Nathaniel  Townsend,  as  consul  of  the 
republic  of  Texas,  for  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

Governor  Everett  has  appointed  Mr.  Lincoln,  of 
Worcester,  commissioner  to  publish  the  journal  of 
the  provincial  congress  of  Massachusetts  during 
1774  and  1775. 

The  Boston  papers  state  that  the  steeple  of  the 
Hollis  street  church,  which  was  struck  with  light- 
ning some  w’eeks  ago,  and  not  yet  repaired,  was 
again  struck  on  Friday  the  5th  inst.  and  set  fire  to. 
Happily  a few  buckets  of  water  carried  up  by  the 
first  comers  extinguished  the  flames. 

Another  house  tumbled  down — a life  lost.  On  Sa- 
turday afternoon  last,  about  one  o’clock,  the  new 
building  next  to  the  corner  of  Liberty  street,  No.  S 1 
William  street,  New  York  tumbled  into  a mass  of 
ruins,  burying  beneath  them  two  little  boys,  who 
were  collecting  chips  in  the  celler.  One  of  the 
sufferers  was  taken  out  with  but  trifling  injury,  but 
the  other,  named  William  Edgar,  whose  parents 
reside  at  43  Elm  street,  was  instantly  crushed  to 
death.  The  wall  which  gave  way  was  only  4 in- 
ches thick,  being  the  breadth  of  a single  brick,  put 
up  undoubtedly  like  a thousand  others  in  this  city, 
with  the  expectation  of  being  sustained  by  leaning 
against  their  next  door  neighbors.  An  old  wooden 
house,  the  tenants  of  which  had  only  removed  on 
the  first  of  May,  was  also  crushed  to  the  earth  by 
the  wall.  The  coroner  held  an  inquest  upon  the 
body  of  the  child,  and  a verdict  of  accidental  death 
rendered. 

Remedy  against  ants.  Accident  has  furnished  an 
excellent  recipe  for  destroying  ants.  A merchant, 
whose  warehouse  was  infested  by  these  destructive 
insects,  remarked  on  a sudden  that  they  had  desert- 
ed one  particular  room;  and  observation  having 


convinced  him  that  the  circumstance  was  caused 
by  a barrel  of  fish  oil  whicti  had  been  placed  there, 
he  tried  the  experiment  of  placing  some  of  the  oil 
round  the  plants  in  his  garden,  when  he  found  it 
produced  the  effect  of  driving  the  ants  from  the 
place  in  a few  hours. 

Important  discovery.  A valuable  discovery  of  lead 
ore  was  made  a few  days  since,  by  a gentleman  of 
Morgan  county,  Missouri,  who  was  quarrying  rock. 
He  struck  lead,  from  which  several  thousand  pounds 
of  mine  have  already  been  raised,  and  which  is  sup- 
posed to  be  very  extensive.  We  conversed  the 
other  day  with  an  experienced  miner,  who  had  ex- 
amined a specimen  of  the  ore,  and  who  pronounced 
it  to  be  of  a superior  quality.  He  supposes  it  will 
yield  from  75  to  SO  lbs.  per  cwt.  We  understand 
that  several  new  discoveries  have  since  been  made 
in  the  vicinity,  and  that  the  restless  impulse  of  spe- 
culation is  on  the  wing.  Large  quantities  of  land 
have  already  been  entered,  and  there  is  still  a prodi- 
gious rush  to  the  land  office.  No  doubt  is  entertain- 
ed of  the  development  of  extensive  mineral  resour- 
ces. The  discovery  was  made  in  the  northern  por- 
tion of  Morgan  county,  about  thirty  miles  from  the 
Osage  river.  Boonville  is  185  miles,  a little  north 
west  of  St.  Louis.  [Boonville  Herald. 

The  St.  Lawrence.  The  Montreal  Herald  of 
Monday  last  says,  that  part  of  the  wharves  are  clear 
of  ice,  and  batteaux  and  canoes  are  arriving  and 
leaving  daily. 

Major  general  Macomb  has  given  notice,  that 
“all  orders,  notifications  and  statements  published 
in  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  under  the  head 
of  ‘official’  will  be  considered  by  the  army  and 
others  concerned  as  official,  and  respected  accord- 
ingly.” 

Letter  bag  lost.  The  letter  bag  from  China  by  the 
brig  Nabob,  with  five  or  six  hundred  letters,  has 
been  lost. 

Rapid  travelling.  A few  days  ago  the  steamboat, 
gen.  Sumter  ran  from  Mobile  to  Montgomery  and 
back  again,  a distance  of  900  miles  in  three  days 
and  a half. 

American  flour  is  selling  at  Sidney,  (New’  South 
Wales),  our  antipodes,  for  twelve  shillings  and  six- 
pence sterling  per  barrel. 

Mr.  Webster  has  left  Boston  on  a visit  to  a son 
who  resides  in  Michigan,  Ohio. 

The  nephews  of  Napoleon.  It  is  not  generally 
known,  perhaps,  says  the  New  York  Star,  that  two 
of  the  nephew’s  of  the  emperor  Napoleon  are  now 
in  this  city  residing  at  the  Washington  hotel.  Na- 
poleon Louis,  son  of  the  ex-king  of  Holland,  who 
was  compromised  in  the  Strasbnrg  affair,  and  Pierre 
Napoleon,  son  of  Lucien,  who  had  some  difficulties 
with  a platoon  of  the  pope’s  soldiers  at  Rome.  The 
former  is  rather  of  a short  stature — exceedingly 
plain  in  his  manners  and  dress — affable  and  intelli- 
gent, and  is  the  author  of  several  able  publications 
on  military  matters.  Pierre  is  full,  and  fleshy,  and 
his  dark  hair  and  profile  bear  a strong  resemblance 
to  his  illustrious  uncle..  It  is  the  intention  of  Na- 
poleon Louis  to  make  a tour  of  this  country  the 
present  year.  He  speaks  the  English  w'ith  much 
fluency. 

Specie.  The  ship  Norma,  which  arrived  at  New 
York  on  Saturday  last  from  Havana,  brought  one 
hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars  in  specie. 

Light  houses.  Lieut,  commandant  Yalette,  is  now 
on  an  examination  of  the  dirferent  sites  for  light 
houses  in  the  Delaware,  to  be  constructed  accord- 
ing to  an  act  of  congress  of  last  session.  A section 
to  the  bill  required  the  concurrence  of  tile  navy 
board  as  to  the  necessity  of  their  erection.  The 
revenue  cutter  Gallatin,  captain  Joseph  Gold,  has 
been  selected  to  convey  lieut.  Yalette,  to  the  dif- 
ferent sites. 

The  New  Haven  Register  says,  that  at  the  next 
session  of  the  legislature  of  Connecticut,  the  issu- 
ing of  all  bank  notes  under  five  dollars  will  be  pro- 
hibited. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  of  Monday  says  a col- 
lection of  men  have  been  parading  about  the  wharves 
of  New  York,  driving  off  the  workmen  and  demand- 
ing higer  wages. 

A fire  broke  out  at  Detroit,  Mich,  on  the  2Sth 
nit.  and  destroyed  about  75  buildings,  all  but  two 
of  which  were  wood,  and  about  two-thirds  of  them 
occupied  as  stores,  groceries  and  mechanic  shops — 
the  remainder  as  d wellings.  The  total  loss,  it  is 
supposed,  will  not  exceed  $'125,000 — nearly  or 
quite  half  of  which  was  persona!  property.  The 
amount  of  insurance  was  comparatively  small. 

The  fire  has  occurred  at  an  unfortunate  period — 
a large  aart  of  the  .personal  property  destroyed  con- 


sisting of  flour,  provisions,  &c.  which  had  been 
principally  brought  to  the  city  since  the  opening  of 
navigation,  for  home  consumption,  and  the  loss  of 
which  will  consequently  be  severely  felt  by  all 
classes  of  its  inhabitants. 


We  understand,  says  the  Boston  Traveller,  that 
a certificate  under  the  late  navy  pension  act,  for 
widows,  &c.  has  been  received  at  the  pension 
office  in  this  city,  which  entitles  the  widow  of  a 
captain  to  the  very  comfortable  sum  of  $20,000 
arrearages,  besides  the  continuance  of  $50  a month 
(half  pay)  during  her  natural  life. 

Two  negroes,  who  were  arrested  for  placing  ob- 
structions on  the  New  Jersey  rail  road,  confessed 
their  guilt,  and,  apparently  ignorant  of  the  nature  of 
the  crime,  excused  themselves  by  saying  they 
“wanted  to  see  the  locomotive  bounce!”  Had  it 
not  been  for  the  care. of  the  engineer  a hundred 
persons  might  have  “ bounced ” into  eternity. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  mayor  of  Newark  has  issued 
his  proclamation,  authorising  the  indiscriminate 
destruction  of  every  dog  running  at  large  in  that 
city.  This  was  deemed  prudent,  as  several  mad 
dogs  have  recently  made  their  appearance  there. 

Attornics.  The  only  persons  in  this  city  that 
have  cause  to  rejoice  at  the  times,  says  the  N.  York 
Star,  are  the  notaries  to  the  banks,  one  of  whom 
last  week  realized  $2,000  from'  protests! 


Visiters  of  West  Point.  Of  the  visiters  to  the 
military  academy  appointed  for  this  year,  Henry 
Rogers  is  one,  and  not  James  Rogers,  as  printed. 
The  reader  will  please  to  correct  the  list  accord- 
ingly. 

The  New  York  Evening  Post  states  that  bonds 
to  the  amount  of  $430,000  were  paid  last  week  at 
the  custom  house  in  that  city. 

Gold  coinage  at  the  mint  during  the  month  of 
April,  1837: 

Remaining  uncoined-  31st  March  $ 191,800 

Deposited  for  coinage  in  April — 

Coins  United  States  old  standard  $9,920 

Bullion  United  States  10,375 

Foreign  coins  73,040 

do.  bullion  205,505 

293,840 


$490,640 

Half  eagles  coined  in  April  181,000 

Remaining  uncoined  30th  April  309,640 


Fortunate  rescue.  It  was  stated,  on  the  arrival  at 
New  York  of  the  Hibernia,  that  she  lost  a boat  and 
one  man  olf  Nantucket.  The  Boston  Daily  Ad- 
vertiser of  Wednesday  thus  accounts  for  him: 

“Capt.  Blackmer,  of  brig  Oregon,  who  arrived  at 
this  port  iast  evening  from  Cape  de  Verds,  reports 
that  on  Sunday  afternoon  last,  olf  Fishing  Rip,  he 
picked  up  a boat  wilh  one  seaman  in  it,  belonging 
to  the  packet  ship  Hibernia,  from  Liverpool,  April 
2,  for  New  Fork.  This  man  states  that  on  Friday 
evening  last  the  ship  struck  on  me  south  shoal  of 
Nantucket.  The  small  boat  was  lowered,  and  the 
mate  and  two  seamen  got  into  it,  for  the  purpose  of 
sounding  round  the  ship. 

“They  had  done  so,  and  came  alongside  again, 
when  the  mate  and  the  other  man  went  on  board, 
leaving  this  man  in  the  boat.  By  some  accident, 
the  painter  became  disengaged,  and  the  boat  went 
adrift  about  11  o’clock  at  night,  and  he  had  been  in 
the  boat  about  44  hours.” 


Rights  of  pew  holders.  The  Massachusetts  su- 
preme court  have  recently  decided  that  a meeting 
house  cannot  be  altered,  abandonee l,  removed  or 
taken  down  by  the  parish,  without  indemnifying  all 
the  pew  holders  who  do  not  consent  to  it  for  da- 
mage they  sustain.  The  case  came  up  through  the 
holder  of  a pew  in  the  meeting  bouse  in  Boylston, 
who  brought  an  action  against  the  parish  to  recover 
damages  which  had  been  sustained  by  the  acts  of 
the  parish  in  abandoning  1 he  meeting  house,  and 
going  away  at:d  building  and  occupying  another. — 
His  damages  were  assessed  at  $10. 

Factory  girls.  The  New  Haven  Register  states 
that  the  girls  are  leaving  the  factories  and  going 
back  to  help  their  mothers,  and  aunts,  and  uncles, 
make  cheese  and  raise  poultry,  watch  bees,  pick  the 
geese  feathers,  and  sorl  the  wool. 

Georgia  rail  read.  The  first  locomotive  ever  put 
in  motion  on  tbs  soil  of  Georgia,  was  started  at 
Augusta  a short  time  since.  The  good  people  of 
that  city'were  highly  delighted  at  its  performance 
and  the’  Constitutionalist  in  speaking  of  Ihe  road, 
&c.  indulges  in  the  following  bold  figure;  “the  lo- 
comotive ‘Georgia’  started  beautifully  and  majesti- 
cally and  following  the  impulse  given,  flew  with 
surprising  velocity  on  ihe  road  which  is  to  be  her  na- 
tural element!” 
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EXTRA  SESSION  OF  CONGRESS. 

By  the  president  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  great  and  weighty  matters  claiming 
the  consideration  of  the  congress  of  the  Unitec 
States,  form  an  extraordinary  occasion  for  conven- 
ing them,  I do,  by  these  presents,  appoint  the  first. 
Al^day  of  Sapteinhw-  iuixt,  for  their  meeting  at  the 
city  of  Washington;  hereby  requiring  the  respec- 
tive senators  and  representatives  then  and  tiiere  to 
assemble  in  congress,  in  order  to  receive  such  com- 
munications as  may  then  be  made  to  them,  and  to 
consult  and  determine  on  such  measures  as  in  their 
wisdom  may  be  deemed  meet  for  the  welfare  of  the 
United  States. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I have  caused  the  seal 
[l.  s.]  of  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affix- 
ed, and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the 
fifteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-seven,  and  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  the  sixty- 
first.  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

By  the  president: 

John  Forsyth,  secretary,  of  stale. 

Our  readers  are  not  ignorant  that  the  “great  and 
weighty  matters,”  which  have  induced  the  president 
of  the  United  States  to  issue  the  above  proclama- 
tion, are  the  embarrassments  which  the  govern- 
ment experiences  in  consequence  of  the  general 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  but  especially  by 
the  deposite  batiks,  whereby  it  is  rendered  incapa- 
ble of  discharging  its  obligations  to  the  country 
and  to  individuals.  But  we  much  fear  that  the  re- 
medial measures  which  may  be  adopted  by  con- 
gress, will  come  too  late  to  save  the  nation  from 
great  loss  and  prevent  its  dishonor.  For  its  re- 
venues are  now  beyond  its  control,  and  its  faith 
at  the  mercy  of  those  who  will  regard  it  only  as  far 
as  it  is  in  accordance  with  their  interest.  This  is 
apparent  from  the  manner  in  which  the  deposite 
banks  have  violated  their  engagements,  and  the  ad- 
mitted inability  of  the  government  to  force  them  to 
fulfil  them:  a condition  of  things  that  is  not  more 
monstrous  as  a governmental  paradox,  than  demon- 
strative of  the  folly  of  human  wisdom — for  the 
world  has  now  an  evidence  that  a government  may 
have  revenues  without  the  power  to  use  them! 
For  the  truth  of  this,  look  at  the  notice  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  in  the  next  column,  in  which 
that  functionary  relics  on  “hope!”  alone  for  the  pay- 
ment of  government  drafts  upon  the  custodiaries  of 
the  public  money,  not  in  specie,  as  they  were  bound 
to  do  by  their  contracts  with  the  government,  but 
“in  a manner  satisfactory  to  the  holders!”  This 
point  alone  in  this  most  embarrassing  question, 
calls  for  many  reflections  on  the  past,  and  will  be 
rendered  useful  in  the  future — but  we  have  not 
time,  if  we  had  room,  to  present  our  views  fully 
upon  it.  Suffice  it  for  the  present  to  sa)'-,  that 
amidst  all  the  madness  and  folly  which  have  hur- 
ried the  country  to  the  present  crisis,  we  have  seen 
nothing  which  transcends  the  infatuation  which 
prompted  the  order  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
excluding  the  notes  of  his  own  financial  agents  in 
payment  for  duties  and  bonds  due  to  the  govern- 
ment— by  which  he  virtually  proclaimed  his  doubt 
of  their  solvency  and  confirmed  the  distrust  which 
was  seizing  upon  the  public  mind.  It  is  justified, 
we  know,  upon  the  imperative  nature  of  the  law 
providing  for  the  collection  of  the  public  revenues — 
but  with  what  show  of  justice  it  was  presisted 
in,  after  the  government  refused  through  its  own 
agents,  to  liquidate  its  debts  in  specie,  as  explained 
in  the  paragraphs  below',  we  are  at  a loss  to  de- 
termine. There  must  be  adicretion.ary  power  some- 
where, notwithstanding  the  expressed  regard  for  the 
1 igal  injunction;  or  on  what  principle  w'as  it  that 
the  much  complained  of  treasury  order  of  July  1], 
1336,  which  established  a currency  for  the  land  offices, 
was  issued. 

Tlie  deposite  banks,  we  are  free  to  admit,  have 
rendered  themselves  obnoxious  to  the  censure  of 
the  government — but  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
their  duties  to  it  were  not  paramount  to  thfise 
which  they  owed  to  the  respective  communities  in 
which  they  are  located;  and  the  government  could 
not  expect  them  to  make  great  sacrifices  for  the 
incidental  advantages  which  they  enjoyed  from  its 
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favor.  They  may  be  railed  at  lor  not  being  endowed 
with  the  psychological  attribute,  but  they  are  ad- 
mitted to  possess  one  instinctive  principle,  and 
true  philosophy  wmuld  not  have  been  at  a loss  to 
discern  the  course  it  would  direct  them,  in  an 
emergency  like  the  present.  But  we  must  con- 
clude these  hasty  remarks,  and  refer  our  readers  to 
the  circulars,  orders,  &c.  which  follow,  for  an  ex- 
hibit of  the  actual  condition  of  things. 

We  are  authorised  (says  the  Pennsylvanian)  to 
state  explicitly,  that  all  debenture  certificates  are 
paid  in  specie  at  the  custom  house,  and  that  any 
rumor  or  report  to  the  contrary  is  erroneous. 

It  is  stated  in  the  New  York  Enquirer,  that  the 
crew  of  the  John  Adams  was  paid  off’  on  Thursday 
last,  and  when  they  refused  to  take  any  thing  but 
specie,  they  were  shown  the  order  of  the  secretary 
of  the  navy  to  pay  them  in  bank  notes. 

A meeting  has  been  held  in  Boston  at  which  a 
resolution  was  passed  requesting  the  governor  to 
call  an  extra  session  of  the  legislature,  in  order  that 
measures  may  be  adopted  to  protect  the  banks  from 
the  operation  of  existing  laws,  wdiich  renders  them 
liable  to  2 per  cent,  a month  damages  so  long  as 
they  withhold  payment  of  their  bills  in  specie. 

An  order  has  been  issued,  by  Thomas  G.  Haight, 
esq.  speaker  of  the  house  of  assembly  of  N.  Jer- 
sey, to  convene  the  legislature  of  that  state  on 
Monday,  the  22d  inst.  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
may  be  necessary  in  the  existing  exigency  of  pub- 
lic affairs. 

The  governor  of  Virginia  has  convened  the  legis- 
lature of  the  state,  to  meet  at  Richmond  on  the 
12th  of  June  next  to  adopt  such  measures  as  the 
times  may  appear  to  them  to  require. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  page  180,  that  the 
legislature  of  New  York  has  passed  an  act  legaliz- 
ing the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks 
of  that  state  for  one  year. 

In  Mississippi  we  learn  that  one  of  the  houses 
has  passed  a bill,  authorising  the  banks  to  issue 
post  notes,  payable  in  twelve  months,  at  five  per 
cent,  interest.  The  bill  also  takes  off  the  damages 
on  protested  bills  of  exchange,  and  imposes  five 
per  cent,  damages  on  domestic  bills  and  promis- 
sory notes. 

The  manufacture  of  new  banks  seems  to  be  go- 
ing on  bravely.  Three  new  bank  charters  have 
already  passed  with  a capital  of  seven  millions,  and 
more  are  to  follow. 

In  the  house  a report  was  made,  inviting  the  U. 
States  bank  to  establish  a branch  in  Mississippi. 
In  the  senate  the  proposition  was  voted  down. 

Many  cases  of  aggravated  hardships  have  arisen 
under  the  late  treasury  order.  The  New  York 
Commercial  Advertiser,  relates  the  following: 

“We  saw  a merchant  this  morning,  who  was 
obliged  to  pay  ten  per  cent,  premium  for  specie,  to 
meet  a custom  house  engagement.  He  did  so,  and 
paid  his  duties.  Being  entitled  to  debentures,  he 
was  obliged  to  take  a check  upon  one  of  the  depo- 
site banks.  He  presented  the  check,  demanded 
the  specie — and  it  was  refused!  We  saw  the 
check,  and  had  the  statement  from  his  own  lips!” 
The  Baltimore  “Transcript”  says — We  under- 
stand that  a gentleman  of  this  city,  entitled  to  $ 480 
debenture,  received  checks  for  the  amount  on  two 
of  the  deposite  banks  here;  being  indebted  to  the 
government  for  about  the  same  amount  for  customs, 
he  offered  the  checks  in  payment,  which  were  re- 
fused. The  checks  would  be  paid  in  notes  of  the 
banks,  but  the  bonds  must  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver. 

TREASURY  ORDERS,  &C. 

On  Thursday  last  the  following  notice  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Baltimore  papers,  based  on  the  circular 
from  the  treasury  department  inserted  below. 

dC?*The  collector  of  this  port  has  received  from 
the  treasury  department  a circular  requiring  the 
payments  of  money  accruing  on  bonds  and  customs 
to  be  made  in  specie  and  the  notes  of  specie  paying 
banks,  that  are  at  par  at  the  custom  house. 

To  the  collector  of  the  customs. 

If  the  bank  where  you  deposite  should  suspend 
specie  payment,  you  will,  yourself,  collect  and  keep 
safely  in  your  own  hands,  the  public  money  for  all 
duties  at  your  port,  until  further  directions  are  given 
to  you  from  this  department  how  to  dispose,  trans- 


fer or  pay  it.  You  must,  of  course,  adhere  to  the 
kind  of  money  receivable  for  customs,  and  by  w hich 
it  is  understood  to  be  your  duty  to  require  pay- 
ments to  be  made  in  specie,  and  the  notes  of  specie 
paying  banks  that  are  at  par. 

Levi  Woodbury, 

“ Secret  ary  of  the  treasury. 

“ Treasury  department,  May  12,  i837. 

To  the  above  succeeded  the  following 
notice. 

Information  is  hereby  given  that,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  present  unfortunate  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  many  of  the  banks,  the  trea- 
sury department  will  continue  to  issue  warrants, 
for  the  payment  of  which  drafts  or  checks  will  be 
given  by  the  treasurer  on  banks  or  officers  in  the 
neighborhood  where  the  creditor  resides,  or  the  debt 
was  incurred.  The  checks  w ill,  according  to  former 
practice,  be  issued  separately  from  the  warrants, 
and  in  such  amounts  as  may  be  convenient. 

The  treasurer  will  draw  these  checks  only  on 
such  banks  or  officers  as  have  heretofore  received 
ample  funds  to  meet  them,  and  it  is  therefore  hoped 
that  they  will  be  promptly  paid  in  a manner  satis- 
factory to  the  holders;  but  if  they  shall  not  be  paid 
when  presented,  the  collectors  of  customs,  and  the 
receivers  of  the  public  lands,  will  be  instructed  to 
redeem  them  in  behalf  of  the  treasury,  by  receiving 
them  for  duties  and  lands. 

If  they  are  not  paid  in  either  of  these  modes,  and 
notice  of  the  fact  is  communicated  to  the  depart- 
ment, no  reasonable  efforts  will  be  spared  to  pre- 
serve the  public  faith  inviolate,  and  to  cause  them 
to  be  otherwise  discharged  as  soon  as  possible  in 
specie  or  its  equivalent,  as  the  existing  laws  require; 
and  if  returned  to  the  department  and  remaining 
unpaid  till  the  next  session  of  congress,  it  will  feel 
bound  earnestly  to  request  authority  for  early  means 
to  satisfy  them  in  a manner  acceptable  to  the  hold- 
ers. 

Circulars  to  the  proper  officers,  containing  parti- 
cular instructions  on  this  subject,  will  be  prepared 
and  published  in  a few  days. 

Levi  Woodbury,  scc’y  treasury. 
Treasury  department.  May  15,  1837. 

circular 

To  collectors  of  the  customs  and  receivers  of  public 
moneys. 

Treasunj  department.  May,  1837. 

Sir:  You  will  receive  enclosed  the  blank  form 
in  which  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Slates  will, 
hereafter,  issue  his  drafts  in  convenient  sums  for 
payments  to  the  creditors  of  the  government,  and 
for  advances  made,  in  pursuance  of  law,  to  disburs- 
ing officers,  with  the  signature  of  the  treasurer  and 
register  written  on  its  face  for  information  as  to 
their  hand  w'riting. 

The  warrants  on  which  these  drafts  may  be  issu- 
ed, wiil  be  retained  in  the  possession  of  the  treasur- 
er, and  the  drafts  will  be  directed  for  pay  ment,  either 
to  a cashier  of  a bank,  a collector  of  the  customs,  or 
a receiver  of  public  moneys,  as  the  convenience  of 
the  service  may  require.  For  greater  safety,  notice 
will  be  given  by  the  treasurer,  to  the  bank,  collec- 
tor, or  receiver  on  whom  they  shall  be  drawn,  sta- 
ting the  date,  number  and  amount  of  each  draft 
drawn  on  them  respectively,  and  also  the  name  of 
the  person  or  persons  in  whose  favor  they  issue. 

If  the  drafts  on  the  banks  be  not  seasonably  dis- 
charged on  presentment,  the  collectors  and  recei- 
vers are  requested  to  redeem  them  by  receiving  them 
in  payment  for  duties  on  public  lands;  provided, 
that  before  they  shall  be  received  by  any  such  col- 
lector or  receiver,  a certificate  that  they  have  been 
properly  presented  to  the  bank  and  not  paid  shall 
be  furnished.  This  certificate  will  he  given  on  the 
hack  of  them  by  the  cashier  of  the  bank  on  which 
they  are  drawn;  or,  on  his  failure  to  give  such  cer- 
tificate, or  his  signature  not  being  known  or  verifi- 
ed to  the  collsctor,  and  the  receiver,  the  treasurer 
of  the  United  States,  on  a return  of  the  checks  to 
him,  and  his  being  convinced  by  any  evidence  that 
the  bank  declines  to  pay  them  in  a manner  satisfac- 
tory to  the  holder,  will,  himself,  make  a certificate 
thereon,  wdiich  will  justify  the  above  named  officers 
in  taking  them  up  in  the  manner  before  described. 

The  drafts  so  received  by  you,  will  immediately 
be  cancelled  by  a cross  with  ink  on  their  face,  and 
a hole  cut  through  the  centre  of  them.  Retaining 
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a schedule  of  the  numbers  and  amount  of  each,  you 
will  then  transmit  them,  weekly,  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States;  and  the  officers  by  whom  they 
were  taken  up  will,  on  their  receipt  by  the  treasur- 
er, obtain  credits  in  their  accounts  with  the  United 
States,  for  the  amount  of  such  as  are  correct.  You 
will  also  return  to  him,  weekly,  a statement  of  the 
gross  amount  of  checks  taken  up,  and  of  the  gross 
amount  of  money  on  hand. 

The  banks  on  which  these  checks  are  drawn,  if 
paying  them,  will  be  expected  to  act  in  a similar 
manner  as  to  cancelling  and  returning  them  weekly 
to  the  treasurer.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

CIRCULAR 

From,  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  to  the  United  Slates 
attorneys. 

Office  of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury.  May  15. 

Sir:  You  will  perceive,  by  the  letter  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  to  the  collector  of  the  port  of  N. 
York,  [see  page  181]  under  date  of  the  8th  inst.  that 
the  treasury  department  desiring,  in  concurrence 
w'ith  the  views  of  the  president,  to  give  ail  the  re- 
lief to  the  mercantile  community  under  its  present 
state  of  general  embarrassment,  which  is  autho- 
rised by  law,  and  permitted  by  official  obligation, 
has  determined,  in  certain  cases,  to  suspend  for  a 
short  time  the  collection  of  duty  bonds. 

The  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  May  29,  1830,  en- 
titled “an  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a 
solicitor  of  the  treasury,”  gives  pow’er  to  that  offi- 
cer “to  instruct  district  attorneys  in  all  matters  and 
proceedings  appertaining  to  suits  in  which  the  U. 
States  is  a party,  or  interested.”  This  power  has 
often,  on  application  to  this  office,  in  cases  of  great 
hardship,  embarrassment  or  solvency,  been  exer- 
cised, to  give  time  for  payment,  after  the  institution 
of  suit,  on  condition  of  further  security  being  fur- 
nished to  the  satisfaction  of  the  district  attorney. — 
A temporary  indulgence  on  this,  or  other  condi- 
tions, has  frequently  made  ultimate  payment  se- 
cure, when  a rigorous  enforcement  of  the  law 
would  have  resulted  in  the  ruin  of  the  debtor,  and 
loss  of  the  debt.  But  indulgence  has  never  hereto- 
fore, except  on  occasion  of  the  great  fire  in  New 
York,  when  congress  was  in  session,  and  had  the 
subject  of  relief  under  consideration,  been  extended 
before  suit  commenced,  though  under  the  opinion  of 
this  office,  with  the  sanction  of  the  attorney  gene- 
ral, the  collector  of  New  York  has  been  informed, 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  that  the  power  ex- 
ists to  grant  delay  before  suit,  and  will  now  be  ex- 
tended in  appropriate  cases. 

The  present  general  embarrassments  of  the  mo- 
ney concerns  of  the  commercial  cities  has  also  been 
deemed  by  the  president  and  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, a suitable  occasion  for  an  extraordinary  exer- 
cise of  the  power  of  instruction  to  district  attor- 
neys, vested  in  this  office  by  the  act  of  congress 
above  mentioned,  by  giving  it  beforehand,  and  leav- 
ing its  special  application  to  them  on  the  general 
terms  and  principles  laid  down  by  this  office.  1 
have,  therefore,  as  the  applications  for  relief  will 
probably  be  numerous,  thought  proper  to  point  out 
for  your  government,  the  terms  and  conditions  on 
which,  in  the  exercise  of  a sound  discretion,  after 
obtaining  in  each  case  all  the  information  in  your 
power,  you  may  postpone  the  institution  of  suit. 

1st.  You  will  require  that  the  assent  of  sureties, 
in  writing,  to  the  indulgence  desired,  be  filed  in 
your  office. 

2d.  The  65th  section  of  the  general  collection 
law  of  2d  March,  1799,  entitled  “an  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,” 
rovides  that  “on  all  bonds,  upon  w’hich  suits  shall 
9 commenced,  an  interest  shall  be  allowed  at  the 
rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  time 
when  said  bonds  become  due,  until  the  payment 
thereof.”  You  will  require,  therefore,  the  agree- 
ment of  all  the  parties  to  bonds,  on  which  suits 
shall  be  postponed,  to  pay  the  same  interest  as  if 
suit  was  instituted. 

3d.  You  will,  in  no  case,  without  further  orders, 
grant  a suspension  of  suit  beyond  the  first  day  of 
October  next,  before  which  period  congress  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  making  such  provisions  as 
they  may  think  proper. 

4th.  You  will  in  all  cases  request  additional  se- 
curity, If  this  cannot  be  given,  you  will  require  a 
judgment  by  confession  as  a condition  of  such  stay 
of  execution  as  you  may  deem  expedient  and  pro- 
per, not  to  extend  beyond  the  time  above  allowed 
for  the  suspension  of  suit. 

5th.  It  must  be  a condition  in  all  cases,  that  a 
forfeiture  of  all  the  benefits  of  the  indulgence  grant- 
ed shall  be  incurred,  whenever  any  one  of  the 
terms  of  that  indulgence  shall  not  have  been  com- 
plied with. 

It  is  not  intended  by  the  third  regulation  that  the 
postponement  of  suit  shall  in  all  casas  be  made 


until  the  1st  October  next.  On  the  contrary,  you 
will  take  care,  that  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion, 
respecting  postponement  of  payment  and  suit,  con- 
ferred on  you  by  this  letter,  that  no  indulgence  be 
granted  when  the  parties  in  your  judgment  are  able 
to  pay  without  serious  sacrifices.  It  is  moreover 
highly  desirable,  when  the  parties  have  it  in  their 
power  to  make  it,  to  obtain  payment  in  part,  and  to 
stipulate  for  the  residue  in  instalments  of  thirty, 
sixty  or  ninety  days — or  if  no  part  can  be  obtained 
in  cash,  then  the  whole  amount  to  be  paid  in  in- 
stalments of  thirty,  sixty  and  ninety  days.  More 
especially  should  this  be  required,  when  no  addi- 
tional security  is  given. 

It  is  desirable,  for  the  convenience  of  parties  ap- 
plying for  indulgence,  ihat  they  should,  in  proper 
cases,  obtain  it  without  the  delay,  trouble  and  ex- 
pense of  applying  to  this  office.  It  is  moreover 
obvious  that  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  acting 
through  the  district  attorneys,  who  reside  in  the 
same  place  with  the  applicants,  who  have  a per- 
sonal acquaintance  with  them  and  have  a know- 
ledge of  their  character  and  circumstances,  may  ex- 
ercise the  power  for  their  relief,  incident  to  his  of- 
ce,  more  judiciously  than  in  person  at  Washington. 
The  requisite  authority,  and  the  general  regulations 
for  its  exercise,  are  therefore  given  you  by  this  letter 
of  instructions.  But,  although  it  is  highly  desirable 
and  expedient,  that  cases  of  relief  should  be  acted 
on  and  decided  at  once  in  the  places  where  they  ori- 
ginate, yet  important  cases,  not  coming  within 
those  regulations,  or  the  circumstances  of  which, 
from  their  peculiarity,  shall,  in  your  judgment,  re- 
quire it,  may  be  referred  to  this  office,  with  a de- 
tailed report  of  all  the  facts  and  information  affect- 
ing them  possessed  by  you,  or  which  you  can  col- 
lect. 

You  will,  as  heretofore,  make  your  regular  re- 
port of  bonds  transmitted  to  you  by  the  collectors  of 
the  customs  for  suit,  as  prescribed  in  the  first  regu- 
lation for  the  observance  of  district  attorneys,  in 
my  circular  of  the  27th  July,  1830;  and  under  the 
head  of  remarks,  if  a suspension  of  suit  be  granted, 
you  will  state  the  circumstances  and  condition  of 
the  suspension,  and  the  nature  and  amount  of  the 
security  given,  the  evidences  of  which  you  will 
retain  in  your  possession. 

In  case  of  application  for  indulgence  being  made 
before  the  bonds  become  due,  you  may  make  use  of 
the  same  forms  of  return,  as  in  case  of  suit,  leaving 
such  heads  blank  as  are  not  applicable,  and  making 
the  report  immediately  after  the  suspension  of  suit 
is  granted.  Should  any  of  the  condition  on  which 
indulgence  has  been  granted  not  be  fulfilled,  you 
will  immediately,  without  further  instructions,  in- 
stitute such  legal  proceedings  as  the  case  may  call 
for,  and  make  report  thereof  to  this  office.  I am, 
very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
V.  Maxcy,  solicitor  of  the  treasury. 

To , esq.  U.  S.  attorney  for  the  district 

cf . 

Custom  house,  Philadelphia,  15 th  May,  1834. 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  all  bonds  lor  duties 
payable  in  this  district,  are  collected  at  this  cus- 
tom house.  James  N.  Barker,  collector. 

ORDER  OF  THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

The  postmaster  at  Baltimore  caused  the  following 
to  be  published  in  the  papers  of  that  city,  on  the 
13th  inst. 

Post  office.  May  13 th,  1837. 

The  postmaster  general  has  instructed  the  post- 
master of  Baltimore  as  follows: 

“Notes  of  the  banks  which  do  not  pay  specie  on 
demand,  can  neither  be  received  nor  offered  in  pay- 
ments of  the  post  office  department  under  existing 
laws. — Nor  can  a bank  not  redeeming  its  notes  in 
specie,  be  used  as  its  repository.  You  will  there- 
fore collect  all  your  postages  in  specie.” 

Independently  of  the  above  express  instruction — 
how  long  would  it  be  possible  for  the  post  office  to 
give  specie  in  exchange  for  the  five  dollar  notes  of 
non-specie  paying  banks? 

The  above  requisition  having  caused  great  dis- 
satisfaction in  Baltimore,  the  postmaster  of  that  city 
wrote  to  the  postmaster  general  on  the  subject,  and 
received  in  reply  the  following: 

Post  office  department.  May  14,  1837. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  yesterday,  by  express  mail, 
was  not  received  until  it  was  too  late  to  answer  it 
by  last  night’s  mail. 

You  state  that  there  is  dissatisfaction  in  Balti- 
more at  the  requisition  of  postages  in  specie.  No 
man  can  deplore  more  than  the  undersigned  the 
causes  which  render  the  requisition  necessary,  and 
none  will  labor  with  more  unceasing  devotion  to 
remove  them. 

The  instructions  given  you  are  but  a repetition 
of  the  standing  instructions  contained  in  the  printed 


pamphlet  of  laws  and  regulations  which  have  go- 
verned the  department  from  time  immemorial. 
The  act  establishing  the  rates  of  postage,  has  al- 
ways been  construed  to  establish  them  in  the  legal 
currency  of  the  United  States.  Accordingly,  you 
will  find  the  following  instructions  in  the  printed 
regulations,  viz: 

“No.  62.  You  will  receive  nothing  but  specie,  or 
its  equivalent,  for  postage. 

No.  245.  All  payments  to  the  department,  whe- 
ther upon  its  drafts,  or  by  deposite  in  bank,  must 
be  in  specie,  or  Us  equivalent.  No  allowance  can  be 
made  to  postmasters  for  the  depreciation  of  money  re- 
ceived for  postages,  nor  for  losses  by  fire,  robbery, 
or  theft.” 

The  legal  duties  of  the  department  and  its  offi- 
cers are,  if  possible,  rendered  more  imperative  by 
the  following  section  in  an  act  passed  April  14, 
1836,  viz: 

“Section  2.  That  hereafter  no  bank  notes  of  a 
less  denomination  than  ten  dollars,  and  that  from 
and  after  the  third  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  no  bank  notes  of 
a less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars  shall  be 
offered  in  payment  in  any  case  whatever  in  which 
money  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  or  the 
post  office  department;  nor  shall  any  bank 
note  of  any  denomination  be  so  offered,  unless  the  same 
shall  be  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  gold  and 
silver  coin  at  the  place  where  issued,  and  which  shall 
not  be  equivalent  to  specie  at  the  place  where  offered, 
and  convertible  into  gold  and  silver  upon  the  spot,  at 
the  will  of  the  holder,  and  without  delay  or  loss  to 
him:  provided,  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a 
legal  tender  by  any  individual,  or  by  the  United 
States. 

Accordingly,  one  of  the  articles  of  agreement  re- 
quired from  the  hanks  by  the  act  passed  June  23d, 
1836,  “to  regulate  the  deposites  of  public  money,” 
is  in  the  following  words,  viz: 

“Secondly.  To  credit  as  specie  all  sums  deposited 
therein  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  pay  all  checks,  warrants,  or  drafts 
drawn  on  such  deposites,  in  specie,  if  required  by 
the  holder  thereof.” 

Section  5th  of  the  same  acts  enacts,  that  “no 
bank  shall  be  selected  or  continued  as  a place  of  de- 
posite of  the  public  money,  which  shall  not  redeem 
its  notes  and  bills,  on  demand,  in  specie.” 

And  the  8th  section  of  the  same  act  provides, 
that  “if,  at  any  time,  any  one  of  sakl  banks  shall 
fail  to  perform  any  of  said  duties,  as  prescribed  by 
this  act,  and  stipulated  to  be  performed  by  its  con- 
tract; or  if  any  of  said  banks  shall,  at  any  time, 
refuse  to  pay  its  own  notes  in  specie,  if  demanded,'’  8jc. 
“it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry to  discontinue  any  such  bank  as  a depository,” 
&e. 

The  funds  of  the  post  office  department  are  a 
part  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  and  are  in 
terms  embraced  in  the  material  provisions  of  these 
laws.  In  respect  to  this  department,  it  is  the  indis- 
pensable duty  of  the  undersigned,  to  the  perform- 
ance of  which  he  has  bound  himself  by  a solemn 
oath,  to  carry  those  provisions  faithfully  into  effect. 

No  man  would  more  cheerfully  conform  himself 
in  his  private  transactions  to  the  circumstances 
which  may  surround  him,  than  the  undersigned; 
but  in  reference  to  public  duties  clearly  enjoined 
by  law,  he  has  no  discretion,  however  difficult  and 
painful  may  be  their  performance.  Be  assured,  sir, 
and  assure  the  people  of  Baltimore,  that  his  exer- 
tions will  be  unremitting  to  relieve  them  from  the 
inconveniences  which  they  endure,  by  attempting  to 
induce  the  deposite  banks  to  resume  payment  and  ful- 
fil their  contracts  with  the  government — by  endeavor- 
ing to  devise  means  to  facilitate  the  procurement  of 
specie  funds — and  by  the  adoption  of  any  expedient 
calculated  to  afford  relief  which  may  not  be  in  con- 
travention of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  land. 

The  department  will,  without  hesitation,  receive 
from  you  its  own  warrants  payable  at  banks,  or 
drafts  drawn  on  you,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  its 
debts,  if  any  relief  can  be  made  to  grow  out  of  (he 
operation. 

On  all  these  matters,  the  undersigned  invites 
suggestions  from  you,  and  the  frank  communica- 
tion of  such  as  may  be  made  to  you  by  your  suffer- 
ing fellow-citizens.  Very  respectfully,  your  ob’t 
serv’t,  Amos  Kendall. 

J.  S.  Skinner,  esq.  postmaster,  Paltimore,  Md. 

The  above  instructions  were,  vve  presume,  given 
to  the  postmasters  throughout  the  country;  and 
those  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  we  perceive, 
have  been  referred  to  the  letter  from  the  postmaster 
general  to  the  postmaster  at  Baltimore  as  applicable 
to  their  respective  offices. 

Specie  payments — Post  office  department. 

Lest  the  present  state  of  things  should  deter  men 
who  are  disposed  to  enter  into  the  important  mail 
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service  now  advertised  for,  through  an  apprehen- 
sion that  they  may  be  paid  in  appreciated  cur- 
rency, the  postmaster  general  requests  us  to  state, 
that  all  claims  hereafter  accruing  against  that  de- 
partment will  be  promptly  paid  in  specie,  or  its 
equivalent.  We  understand,  also,  that,  should  all 
the  banks  in  the  U.  States  unfortunately  suspend 
payment,  that  department  will,  in  a shorttime.be 
prepared  to  pay  in  specie  all  just  claims  against 
it,  wherever  they  may  have  accrued.  [Globe. 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  BANKS. 

The  bank  of  the  Metropolis,  the  deposite  bank 
at  Washington  city,  published  the  following  notice 
on  Friday  the  12th  inst.  The  hank  of  Washing- 
ton, also  a deposite  bank,  published  a similar  notice 
on  the  same  day. 

NOTICE. 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  May  12,  1837. 

Notwithstanding  the  information  which  has  reach- 
ed Washington,  of  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks  of  New  York,  as  well  as  some 
of  the  banks  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  the 
'president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  Metropo- 
lis, confident  in  their  ability  to  fulfil  all  the  engage- 
ments and  liabilities  of  the  bank,  have  determined 
to  continue  specie  payments.  Satisfied  of  the 
strength  of  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis  to  sustain 
its  credit,  the  president,  directors  and  cashier,  have 
determined  to  pledge,  and  they  will  individually 
and  collectively  pledge,  their  private  fortunes,  for 
all  just  claims  against  the  institution.  By  order  of 
the  president,  John  P.  Van  Ness,  president. 

Test:  Geo.  Thomas,  cashier. 

Both  of  the  above  banks,  were,  however,  com- 
pelled to  follow  the  example  of  the  other  banks 
throughout  the  country,  and  announced  their  inten- 
tion of  suspending  specie  payments  in  the  follow- 
ing notices  to  the  public. 

. Bank  of  the  Metropolis. 

Washington,  May  15,  1837. 

At  a meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  this  evening, 

the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were 

unanimously  adopted. 

While  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks  of  the  country  was  partial,  anxious  to  main- 
tain the  general  specie  system,  not  only  as  an  agent 
of  the  government,  but  for  the  public  interest,  as 
well  as  our  own,  we  determined  with  all  the  means 
in  our  power,  to  endeavor  to  effect  it,  as  hereto- 
fore announced;  and  as  it  has  since  become  obvious 
that  the  non-specie  paying  system  has  been  gene- 
rally adopted  by  the  banks  from  New  England  to 
the  south,  both  on  the  seabord  and  in  the  interior, 
and  as  it  is  impracticable,  notwithstanding  our  suc- 
cessful efforts,  so  far,  to  resist  much  longer  the  tor- 
rent of  specie  demands  which  is  making  upon  us 
from  surrounding,  as  well  as  distant  sources,  con- 
scious that  we  have  discharged  our  duty  to  others, 
as  well  as  to  our  institution:  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  we  do,  for  the  present,  in  accor- 
dance with  public  opinion,  suspend  the  payment  of 
specie,  to  be  resumed  so  soon  as  a change  in  the 
banking  operations  of  the  country  shall  render  it 
practicable. 

Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  the  private  de- 
positors in  our  neighborhood,  with  few  exceptions, 
has  been  highly  honorable  to  them;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  we  repeat  the  solemn  assurance  of  our 
ample  means,  besides  a large  surplus,  to  answer 
every  demand  against  us. 

John  P.  Van  Ness,  president. 

Test:  Geo.  Thomas,  cashier. 

Bank  of  Washington,  May  16,  1837. 

At  a called  meeting  of  the  board,  at  seven  o’clock 
this  morning,  present  ten  members.  The  president 
submitted  the  preamble  and  resolutions  passed  by 
the  bank  of  the  Metropolis,  last  evening,  whereupon 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  board,  coinciding  in  the  views 
therein  set  forth,  have  determined  to  suspend  specie 
payments  for  the  present,  giving  the  most  positive 
assurance  that  this  bank  will  resume  the»i  as  soon 
a3  any  other  of  the  banking  institutions  of  this  city 
shall  pursue  a similar  course;  and  reiterating  the 
declaration  lately  published  as  to  the  undoubted 
ability  of  the  bank  to  fulfil  all  its  engagements. 

Resolved,  That  the  bank  will  continue  to  extend 
to  its  customers  every  facility  in  its  power,  for  the 
transmission  of  funds  to  the  principal  cities  in  the 
union. 

Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  the  depositors  of 
this  institution  has  been  highly  praiseworthy,  and 
beneficial  to  the  bank. 

Wm.  Gunton,  president. 

Test:  James  Tldams,  cashier. 

In  reference  to  the  suspension  of  the  Bank  of 
Washington,  a correspondent  of  the  “Intelligen- 
cer” says: 


“It  is  but  justice  to  the  Bank  of  Washington,  in 
this  city,  to  let  it  be  extensively  known  that  it  met 
an  incessant  run  upon  its  specie  of  more  than  three 
days’  continuance  without  wincing,  until  after  the 
opening  of  the  bank  on  Tuesday  morning.  After 
the  opening,  and  while  the  bank  was  going  on  re- 
deeming its  notes  at  its  counter,  the  printed  notice 
of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  announcing  its  sus- 
pension, was  received  by  the  directors,  then  in  ses- 
sion, when  finding  itself  standing  alone,  the  board 
resolved  to  yield  to  the  general  wish  of  the  citizens, 
and  close  its  vaults.  At  that  moment,  I understand, 
the  bank  was  amply  provided  to  redeem  its  circula- 
tion to  the  last  dollar,  and  was  prepared  to  go  on 
and  redeem  every  note  of  its  issue  that  might  be 
presented,  but  the  board  wisely  determined  that 
such  a course  would  only  tend  to  embarrass  the 
mercantile  classes,  without  relieving  the  public  in 
the  slightest  degree. 

A note  to  the  editors  of  the  “ Intelligencer ,”  in 
allusion  to  the  above  paragraph,  says:  “It  is  deem- 
ed due  to  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis  to  state  that  it 
was  not  intended  that  the  Bank  of  Washington 
should  persevere  in  paying  specie  after  a suspen- 
sion thereof  by  the  former  bank,  and  that  there  was 
an  understanding  to  this  effect  between  their  re- 
spective presidents.” 

All  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  with 
the  exception  of  .the  Farmers  and  Mechanics  bank 
of  Georgetown,  have  suspended  specie  payments — 
that  bank,  according  to  the  “Metropolitan,”  will 
continue  its  specie  payments  as  long  as  a dollar  re- 
mains in  its  vaults. 

From  the  Richmond  Whig. 

Banlc  of  Virginia,  May  15,  1837. 

At  a meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
bank  of  Virginia,  on  Monday,  the  15th  day  of  May, 
1837, 

A motion  was  made  that  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions  be  adopted: 

While  other  banks  have  determined  to  suspend 
payments  in  coin  for  any  claims  this  institution 
may  have  on  them,  this  board  deems  it  expedient, 
under  such  circumstances,  to  order,  as  a precau- 
tionary measure,  a suspension  on  its  part,  for  the 
present,  of  payments  in  coin  for  demands  on  this 
institution. 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  the  cashier  of  tiffs  bank, 
and  the  cashiers  of  the  several  branches  thereof,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  suspend  the  pay- 
ment of  coin  for  demands  on  the  institution  until  a 
further  order  shall  be  made  by  this  board  on  the 
subject. 

Resolved , also,  That  the  respective  cashiers  of 
the  institution  be  instructed  to  receive,  on  deposite 
and  in  payments  due  to  the  institution,  such  notes 
as  are  by  law  receivable  by  the  treasurer  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Virginia. 

Resolved,  That  this  bank  will  proceed  to  reduce 
the  operations  of  the  institution  as  rapidly  as  may 
be  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  debts  due  to  it, 
and  that  the  several  branches  be  requested  to  adopt 
the  same  course. 

.And  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  the  same 
was  unanimously  decided  in  the  affirmative 

Extracts  from  the  minutes. 

A.  Robinson,  Jr.  cashier. 

To  the  stockholders  of  the  bank  of  Virginia. 

The  board  of  director's  of  this  bank  have  adopt- 
ed the  foregoing  proceedings.  It  is  needless  to  ex- 
press the  reluctance  with  which  the  board  have  as- 
sumed this  heavy  responsibility.  Nothing  short  of 
what  they  deemed  an  imperative  duty  to  you, 
could  have  induced  them  to  hazard  such  a measure. 
They  have  acted  with  deliberation  under  the  pain- 
ful circumstances  in  which  they  are  placed.  They 
feel  justified,  at  least,  in  the  motives  by  which  they 
are  actuated,  and  entire  confidence  that  their  pro- 
ceedings will  meet  your  approbation,  and  be  sus- 
tained by  you  and  by  the  general  assembly  of  the 
commonwealth. 

Before  they  resorted  to  a measure  that  can  only 
be  defended  on  the  ground  of  necessity,  they  used 
all  the  means  in  their  power  to  strengthen  the  bank 
and  to  maintain  the  high  credit  it  has  sustained  for 
so  many  years.  They  have  called  in  about  two 
millions  of  dollars  of  the  outstanding  debts  of  fhe 
bank,  which  would  have  been  still  more  reduced 
but  lor  the  mercantile  embarrassments  that  prevail. 
They  have  reduced  the  amount  of  the  circulation 
of  the  institution,  which  was  widely  extended, 
from  the  high  credit  of  the  bank,  about  one  million 
of  dollars. 

They  have'  drawn  specie  from  the  less  to  the 
more  vulnerable  points,  in  order  to  fortify  the  insti- 
tution against  the  assaults  to  which  it  was  most 
exposed,  and  to  show  its  willingness  and  ability 
promptly  to  meet  its  engagements.  After  having 
incurred  heavy  expenses,  reduced  the  liabilities  of 
the  bank,  and  put  it  in  an  attitude  of  security,  and 


when  it  had  become  a creditor  of  other  institutions, 
and  was  about  to  reclaim  a portion  of  the  specie 
that  had  been  taken  from  it,  they  are  met  by  the 
decision  of  other  banks  to  suspend  their  cash  pay- 
ments. Standing  in  this  position,  and  thus  debarred 
from  the  means  of  replenishing  their  vaults,  they 
are  subject  to  the  demands  of  all  who  may  choose 
to  hoard  their  coin,  and  to  the  exactions  of  brokers 
and  money  changers,  who  make  a profit  in  selling 
it  for  exportation. 

Believing  that  they  would  soon  be  compelled,  un- 
der such  circumstances,  from  the  exhaustion  of  their 
vaults,  to  decline,  the  payment  of  specie,  they  could 
conceive  no  adequate  reason  to  postpone  the  sus- 
pension of  payments  to  a later  period,  especially 
when  it  was  obvious  that  it  had  been  the  policy  of 
other  banks  to  obtain  all  the  coin  within  their  reach 
before  they  suspended,  in  order  that  they  may  the 
more  readily  resume  payments  at  a future  day. 
The  board  considered  there  would  be  more  valor 
than  discretion  in  keeping  up  this  unequal  struggle 
to  the  last  dollar,  when  there  was  no  hope  of  victo- 
ry left. 

They  cannot  imagine  that  any  benefit  can  result 
to  the  people  from  the  export  of  the  specie  from  the 
state,  while  if  it  be  retained  at  home  it  will  serve  as 
a basis  of  an  earlier  resumption  of  payments  here- 
after. They  have  no  design  in  the  course  they 
have  pursued  of  extending  tne  business  of  the  bank 
— they  will  proceed  steadily,  but  less  hastily,  to  con- 
tract their  operations.  For  the  greatest  security  of 
the  bank,  more  time  will  be  allowed  for  the  liquida- 
tion of  engagements  than  might  not  otherwise  be 
fulfilled. 

An  accurate  and  minute  detail  of  the  condition, 
on  this  day,  of  the  whole  institution,  will  be  pre- 
pared, which,  when  compared  with  its  condition  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  will  show  to  the  stockholders 
and  to  the  general  assembly,  that  the  board  will  not 
have  abused  the  trust  confided  to  them.  They  will 
be  ready  to  resume  the  payment  of  specie  (as  was 
this  bank  on  a former  occasion),  the  moment  that 
the  other  banking  institutions  shall  be  prepared  to 
adopt  a similar  measure. 

Jno.  Brockenbrough,  president. 

Bank  of  Virginia,  15 th  May,  1837. 

Both  branches  of  the  city  council  of  Baltimore 
were  convened  by  the  mayor  on  Monday  the  15th 
inst.  when  the  following  ordinance  for  a supply  of 
small  change  notes  was  passed:  in  the  first  branch 
by  a vote  of  16  to  5,  and  in  the  second  by  a vote  of 
7 to  2. 

An  ordinanci?  authorising  the  issue  of  certificates 
in  the  name  of  the  corporation. 

Be  it  enacted  and  ordained,  by  the  mayor  and  city 
council  of  Baltimore,  That  for  the  purpose  of  meet- 
ing the  present  wants  of  the  community  for  the 
sums  of  a small  amount,  certificates  be  issued  in  the 
name  of  the  mayor  and  city  council  of  Baltimore, 
for  sums  of  five  cents,  ten  cents,  twenty-five  cents, 
fifty  cents,  one  dollar  and  two  dollars  which  shall 
be  receivable  in  payment  of  taxes  and  debts  due  to 
the  corporation  provided  that  all  the  certificates  so 
to  be  issued  shall  not  exceed  in  amount  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  F.  Lucas,  jr.  S. 
Moore,  David  Stuart,  J.  B.  Seidenstricker,  R.  J. 
Cross  and  A.  G.  Cole,  be  and  they  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed commissions  to  procure  and  sign  certificates 
for  the  amounts  above  specified  and  that  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  each  commissioner  lo  deliver  all  certi- 
ficates by  him  signed  to  the  register  of  the  city 
who  shall  register  and  keep  the  same  until  called 
for  by  the  commissioners  of  finance,  and  that  in 
the  case  of  the  death,  removal  or  resignation  of 
either  of  the  commissioners  mentioned  in  the  bill, 
the  mayor  shall  be  and  lie  is  hereby  authorised  to 
fill  up  such  vacancy. 

And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  certificates  issued  in 
pursuance  of  this  ordinance  shall  be  in  the  words 
following:  This  certificate  will  be  received  by  the 
mayor  and  city  council  of  Baltimore  in  payment  of 
taxes  or  debts  due  to  the  corporation  for  the  sum 

of , pursuant  to  the  ordinance  in  such 

case  made  and  provided. 

And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  sums  of  money  which 
may  be  received  by  this  corporation  in  exchange 
for  said  certificates  or  any  of  them  shall  be  applied 
under  the  direction  of  the  commissioners  of  finance 
towards  the  redemption  of  any  of  the  loans  autho- 
rised by  the  ordinances  of  the  city  or  any  of  them, 
and  that  the  faith  of  the  city  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  pledged  to  the  payment  of  said  certificates 
according  to  the  tenor  respectively. 

Sam’l  H aricer,  president  first  branch. 

Sam’l  Moore,  president  second  branch. 

Approved,  1 6th  May,  1837. 

S.  Smith,  mayor. 

\ -At  a meeting  of  the  common  council  of  New 
: York,  held  on  Saturday  last,  the  two  boards  unaiff- 
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mously  rejected  the  proposition  of  the  chamber  of 
commerce,  for  the  corporation  to  apply  to  the  legis- 
lature for  authority  to  issue  small  bills.  A propo- 
sition to  authorise  the  safety  fund  banks  to  do  so, 
is  however,  before  the  legislature — but  its  fate  is 
doubtful. 

The  corporation  of  Philadelphia  have  made  provi- 
sion for  small  change  by  passing  an  ordinance  to 
issue  $130,000  in  bills  of  25,  50  and  75  cents,  in 
irregular  sums  of  dollars. 

From  the  Albany  Argus  of  Tuesday  morning. 

The  suspension  law,  after  having  been  litigated  in 
the  house  during  the  day,  was  ordered  to  a third 
reading  at  7 o’clock  last  evening,  by  a vote  of  84  to 
31.  It  was  immediately  read  a third  time  and 
passed,  by  the  strong  vote  of  95  to  19.  The  senate 
being  in  session,  the  amendments  of  the  house  were 
agreed  to  forthwith;  and  the  bill  has  become  a law 
in  the  following  shape: 

An  act  suspending  for  a limited  time  certain  provi- 
sions of  law,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  people  of  the  state  of  New  York,  represented 
in  senate  and  assembly,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§1.  Every  provision  of  law  in  force,  requiring  or 
authorising  proceedings  against  any  bank  in  this 
state  with  a view  to  forfeit  its  charter,  or  wind  up 
its  concerns,  or  which  requires  such  bank  to  sus- 
pend its  operations  and  proceedings,  in  conse- 
quence of  a refusal  to  pay  its  notes  or  evidences  of 
debt  in  specie,  is  hereby  suspended  for  one  year, 
but  such  suspension  shall  not  apply  to  any  bank 
which  shall  during  said  time  refuse  to  receive  in 
payment  of  debts  due  to  such  bank,  the  bills  or 
notes  of  any  other  bank,  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  and  against  which  an  injunction  has  not 
been  granted. 

§2.  In  any  suit  prosecuted  against  any  such  cor- 
poration, or  individual  stockholder,  within  the  pe- 
riod aforesaid,  for  non-payment  of  its  debts  in  spe- 
cie, no  costs  shall  be  recoverable  by  the  party  pro- 
secuting, unless  the  amount  of  the  debt  of  damages 
recovered  shall  be  such  as  would  entitle  the  plain- 
tiff to  costs  were  the  judgment  against  a natural 
person;  and  every  issue  of  law  or  fact  joined  in 
such  suit  shall  be  brought  to  trial  according  to  the 
same  rules  as  apply  to  other  issues  joined  in  the 
court  where  the  suit  is  pending,  notwithstanding 
the  provisions  of  section  11  of  title  4 of  chapter  8 
of  the  third  part  of  the  revised  statutes;  and  the 
provisions  of  sections  8,  9,  10,  of  title  4,  chapter  8 
of  the  third  part  of  the  revised  statutes,  shall  not  be 
applicable  to  such  suits.  • 

§3.  The  amount  of  notes  or  bills  issued  and  in  cir- 
culation of  the  several  banks  of  this  state,  shall  not 
hereafter  exceed  the  following  amounts  respectively: 
Those  having  capitals  to  the' amount  of  $100,000,  a 
circulation  of  $150,000;  those  having  capitals  to  the 
amount  of  $150,000,  $175,000;  those  having  capitals 
to  the  amount  of  $200,000,  $200,000;  those  having 
capitals  to  the  amount  of  $250,000,  $225,000;  those 
having  capitals  to  the  amount  of  $300,000,  $250,000; 
those  having  capitals  to  the  amount  of  $400,000, 
$300,000;  those  having  capitals  to  the  amount  of 
$500,000,  $350,000;  those  having  capitals  to  the 
amount  of  $900,000,  $450,000;  those  having  capi- 
tals to  the  amount  of  $700,000,  $600,000;°  those 
having  capitals  to  the  amount  of  1,000,000  dollars, 
$800,000;  those  having  capitals  to  the  amount  of 
$1,490,000,  $1,000,000;  those  having  capitals  to  the 
amount  of  $2,000,000,  $1,200,000.  But  in  all  cases 
where  a bank  has  a branch  located  at  another  place, 
that  portion  of  the  whole  capital  actually  employed 
at  each  place  of  business,  shall  be  taken  and  deem- 
ed the  capital  thereof,  under  the  provisions  of  this 
section. 

§4.  No  such  corporation  shall  directly  or  indi- 
rectly divide  or  pay  to  or  among  its  stockholders, 
or  to  any  person  for  them,  any  dividends,  interest 
or  profits  whatever,  until  it  shall  resume  the  pay- 
ment of  its  notes  and  evidences  of  debt,  in  specie. 

§5.  No  bank  officer  or  agent  of  a bank  shall, 
during  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  such 
bank,  directly  or  indirectly,  sell,  dispose  of,  or  part 
with  at  a premium,  the  specie  of  such  bank,  or  any 
gold  or  silver  bullion  belonging  to  such  bank,  and 
it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  bank  commission- 
ers to  see  that  the  foregoing  provision  is  faithfully 
complied  with,  and  in  case  of  a violation  thereof, 
said  commissioners  are  required  to  make  and  file 
with  the  secretary  of  state  a certificate  of  such  vio- 
lation, and  from  thenceforth  the  bank  so  certified 
to  have  violated  the  aforesaid  provision,  shall  be 
deprived  of  all  benefits  proffered  by  this  aef,  and 
said  commissioners  shall  forthwith  proceed  to  wind 
up  the  concerns  of  such  bank. 

§6.  Each  of  the  said  banks  shall  transmit  month- 
ly to  the  bank  commissioners,  at  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  state,  a statement  of  its  condition,  in 
such  form  as  they  shall  prescribe,  abstracts  of, 


which  statements  shall  be  published  by  said  com- 
missioners in  the  state  paper. 

§7.  No  part  of  the  income  of  the  “bank  fund” 
shall  be  paid  by  the  comptroller  to  the  corporations 
by  which  the  said  fund  was  created,  until  they 
shall  have  resumed  the  payment  of  their  debts  in 
specie. 

§8.  This  act  shall  not  take  effect  in  favor  of  any 
bank  not  subject  to  the  act,  entitled  “an  act  to  cre- 
ate a fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  of  certain 
moneyed  corporations,  and  for  other  purposes,” 
passed  April  2,  1829,  unless  such  bank  shall  signify 
its  assent  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  last  above  mentioned  and  referred 
to,  so  far  as  regards  the  visitation  of  the  bank  com- 
missioners to  ascertain  the  extent  of  their  issues; 
and  their  transactions  in  the  sale  of  specie  or  bullion; 
nor  unless  such  bank  shall  assent  that  the  legislature 
may  hereafter  modify  or  repeal  the  act  incorporating 
such  bank,  or  any  acts  in  amendment  thereof;  which 
said  assent  shall  be  given  within  ten  days,  by  an 
agreement  under  its  corporate  seal,  to  be  deposited 
with  the  secretary  of  state. 

§9.  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  in  this  act 
contained,  it  shall  be  and  is  the  duty  of  the  bank 
commissioners  to  take  prompt  and  efficient  steps, 
according  to  the  law  now  in  force,  to  forfeit  the 
charter  and  wind  up  the  concerns  of  any  bank, 
which  they  shall  find  to  be  in  dangerous  or  insol- 
vent circumstances. 

§10.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately;  and 
shall  continue  in  force  for  one  year,  except  the  third 
and  eighth  sections  thereof,  which  shall  continue  in 
force  until  repealed. 

What  may  be  bone  as  to  government  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures.  1.  The  existing  acts 
of  congress  authorise  all  public  creditors  to  receive 
specie  for  their  claims,  or  specie  paying  bank  notes, 
unless  they  voluntarily  choose  to  take  something 
else. 

2.  Similar  acts  of  congress  imperatively  require 
that  the  duties  and  lands  shall  be  paid  for  in  specie, 
or  the  notes  of  specie  paying  banks,  otherwise  the 
public  creditors  could  not  be  so  paid. 

3.  These  acts  of  congress  the  public  officers  are 
bound  by  duty  and  their  oaths  to  execute  so  far  as 
possible;  and,  when  not  possible,  from  failures  of 
banks  and  individuals  owing  them,  then  they  must 
stop,  till  the  laws  are  altered.  But  they  must  not 
deliberately  go  contrary  to  the  law — wilfully  vio- 
late, and  clearly  disregard  it. 

4.  They  have  no  right  to  proceed  to  alter  those 
laws,  or  make  new  ones.  Their  power  is  not  legis- 
lative, but  merely  executive.  If  unable  like  the 
merchant  to  pay  debts  in  specie,  or  an  equivalent, 
and  the  creditor  is  unwilling  to  take  any  thing  else, 
delay  must  follow  till  congress,  the  only  legislative 
authority,  can  meet,  and  provide  new  aid. 

5.  Inability  to  fulfil  a contract  at  the  day  stipu- 

lated is  one  thing,  and  if  caused  by  misfortune  or 
accident,  may  not  be  criminal;  but  a deliberate  de- 
parture from  a contract  or  a law — a sanction  of  acts, 
which  the  law  prohibits,  such  as  taking  for  public 
dues  promises  of  others,  which  are  not  then  paid,  or 
payable,  in  specie  or  its  equivalent — would  be  ille- 
gal or  criminal;  and  it  would  be  much  better  to  have 
the  paying  of  debts  to  the  government  entirely  sus- 
pended from  inability,  as  they  must  be,  in  case  of 
such  inability,  than  for  any  mere  agent  or  officer  of 
the  government  to  do  what  the  whole  American 
people,  through  the  law-making  power,  have  for- 
bidden. [Globe. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  May  17. 

From  the  official  publication  of  yesterday,  trans- 
ferred into  the  preceding  column,  readers  at  a dis- 
tance will  learn,  what  our  readers  in  the  city  learnt 
only  yesterday,  that  the  president  of  the  United 
States  has  convened'  congress,  to  meet  on  the  1st 
day  of  September  next.  This  is  a measure  rather 
unexpected  by  us,  after  w'hat  has  transpired,  and 
which  we  are  satisfied  nothing  but  indispensable 
necessity  would  have  induced  the  executive  to  con- 
sent to. 

In  connection  with  that  measure,  and  to  be  con- 
sidered as  much  a part  of  the  policy  of  the  execu- 
tive as  the  president’s  proclamation,  is  the  determi- 
nation to  grant  relief  to  the  mercantile  portion  of 
our  fellow  citizens,  by  the  extension  of  merchants’ 
bonds,  and,  if  we  understand  the  official  language 
rightly,  to  let  them  lie  over  without  dishonor,  when 
it  is  plead  that  specie  cannot  be  obtained  to  pay 
them. 

’With  these  measures  we  must  also  connect  in 
our  mind  the  suspension  of  specie  payment  by  the 
deposite  bank  in  this  city,  determined  upon  on 
Monday  evening,  which  was  followed,  of  course, 
soon  after  its  annunciation  yesterday  morning,  by  a 
like  suspension  on  the  part  of  the  bank  of  Wash- 
ington. 


The  “experiment”  is  now,  confessedly,  at  an 
end;  the  expedient  which  the  treasury  was  disposed 
to  resort  to  for  continuing  a show  of  credit  to  the 
government  having  turned  out  to  be  utterly  un- 
available. The  government  can  neither  pay  in 
specie,  nor  collect  in  specie,  when  the  banks  in  the 
country  universally  cease  to  do  so. 

What  has  brought  the  executive  to  this  sudden 
determination,  so  contrary  to  what  any  one  could 
have  anticipated  from  the  language  of  the  official 
paper,  we  can  only  conjecture,  no  exposition  on 
that  head  having  been  made  by  authority;  and  what 
the  Globe  says  out  of  its  own  head  on  the  subject 
not  being  entitled  to  any  very  particular  degree  of 
notice.  It  is  but  a few  days  since  that  unprinci- 
pled and  vulgar  print  loaded  with  obloquy  tbe  ear- 
lier of  the  late  sufferers  under  the  measures  of  the 
government,  declaring  that  there  was  no  pressure 
which  any  honest  man  ought  to  regret.  It  is  more 
recently  still,  that,  on  the  occasion  of  a respectful 
appeal  from  the  merchants  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  soliciting  him  to  revoke  the  specie 
circular,  to  delay  suit  on  the  Merchants’  bonds,  and 
convene  congress,  the  same  yet  official  organ  de- 
nounced those  merchants  as  guilty  of  audacity 
for  thus  approaching  their  elected  president,  and 
poured  out  iis  scorn  upon  them,  or  rather  would 
have  done  so  “if  they  were  not  in  circumstances  to 
require  pity.”  Such  was  the  language  in  which 
the  distress  of  the  people  was  laughed  to  scorn! 

What  does  the  same  official  journal  now  an- 
nounce? What  are  the  “circumstances”  oi  the  go- 
vernment? In  what  respect  are  they  better  than 
those  of  the  insulted  and  outraged  merchants?  In 
none  whatever.  They  are  identically  the  same. — 
Both  the  failing  merchants  and  the  government 
have  lost  their  ability  to  command  their  resources 
for  present  purposes.  They  are  both  alike  techni- 
cally bankrupt. 

Further:  These  merchants  have  been  officially 
accused  of  audacity  for  addressing  certain  requests 
to  the  president,  three  in  number,  which  the  presi- 
dent did  not  think  it  expedient  to  comply  with. 

Those  three  things  which  the  merchants  request- 
ed, and  which  the  executive  declined  to  do,  the 
executive  government  has  now  done.  It  has  con- 
vened congress;  it  has  (in  effect)  revoked  and  set 
aside  the  specie  circular;  and  it  has  authorised  the 
extension  of  relief  to  merchants  on  their  bonds,  &c. 

What  the  president  has  now  done,  we  are  free 
to  say,  must  be  generally  approved.  The  more  it 
is  approved,  the  more  general  must  be  the  regret 
that  it  was  not  done  at  the  proper  time,  when  the 
people  asked  it,  and  when  the  doing  it  might  have 
averted  the  evil  which  has  befallen  the  country. 

Deposite  banks — priority  of  the  claims  of  the 
United  States.  The  following  article  in  relation  to 
the  claims  of  the  U.  States  on  the  deposite  banks,  is 
from  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser: 

The  insolvency  of  the  Dry  Dock  bank.  New 
York,  which  was  one  of  the  deposite  banks,  has 
given  rise  to  a discussion  there,  on  the  queston, 
whether  the  United  States  are  entitiled  to  a priority 
of  payment  of  their  demands  against  the  bank  to 
the  exclusion,  (if  such  be  the  consequence)  of  all 
other  creditors.  By  act  of  congress,  passed  in 
1737,  it  was  provided  that,  in  all  cases  of  indebt- 
ment  to  the  United  States,  if  their  debtor  becomes 
insolvent,  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  shall 
be  first  satisfied.  The  “insolvency”  here  men- 
tioned, must  be  evidenced  by  some  act,  which  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  the  state  where  the  debtor 
resides,  is  an  act  of  bankruptcy  or  insolvency, 
technically  speaking;  or  it  may  be  evidenced  by  his 
making  a general  assignment  for  the  benefit  of  his 
creditors.  The  cause  or  origin  of  the  debt  to  the 
United  States  is  of  no  importance.  Some  hare 
supposed  that  this  preference  was  limited  to  bonds 
given  for  duties,  but  this  is  a mistake.  A claim  in 
behalf  of  the  U.  States  upon  a bill  of  exchange,  an 
over  payment  or  an  advance  of  money,  or  a de- 
posite of  money,  is  as  much  entitled  to  priority  or 
payment  as  any  other  debt.  Nor  is  it  of  any  im- 
portance whether  the  claim  be  against  a private  in- 
dividual, a firm  consisting  of  two  or  twenty  indi- 
viduals, or  a corporation,  which  is  but  a sort  of 
copartnership,  with  limited  powers  and  limited 
responsibilities.  The  questions  are,  is  the  bank  a 
debtor  to  the  United  States? — Has  it  committed  an 
act  of  insolvency?  If  these  are  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  the  right  of  priority  is  immoveably  fixed, 
and  the  other  creditors  of  the  bank  must  wait,  cap 
in  hand,  until  the  United  States  are  “satisfied.” 
These  are  not  the  speculations  of  a closet  scholar, 
— they  are  the  results  of  actual  decisions  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  united  and  the  highest  courts 
of  all  (or  most  of)  the  states  of  the  union,  in  con- 
currence; and  they  are  not  the  decisions  of  Mr. 
Secretary  Taney,  and  his  companions,  but  of  chief 
justice  Marshall  and  his  associates. 


j. 
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Movements  or  troops.  Major  general  Jesup 
has  been  instructed  to  make  the  following  disposi- 
tion of  the  troops  under  his  command,  on  the  termi- 
nation of  the  war  in  Florida: 

The  1st  and  4th  regiments  of  artillery  to  camp 
Sabine. 

The  2d,  and  six  companies  of  the  3d  regiments  of 
artillery,  to  Sabine  river,  where  the  road  from  Ope- 
lousas crosses  it. 

One  company  of  the  3d  artillery  to  Key  AYcst. 

The  two  remaining  companies  of  the  3d  artillery 
as  near  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine  as  a healthful  posi- 
tion can  be  obtained. 

Two  companies  of  the  2d  infantry  to  remain  on 
the  Upper  Wythlacoochee. 

The  tth  regiment  of  infantry  to  the  Creek  nation. 

Seven  companies  of  the  6th  infantry  to  the  Sabine, 
near  the  Opelousas  road. 

Brig.  gen.  Wool,  has  requested  to  be  relieved  from 
his  command  of  the  military  forces  in  the  Cherokee 
nation,  and  his  request  has  been  complied  with. 
Col  Lindsey,  of  the  2d  artillery,  will  succeed  him. 

[Army  § Navy  Chron. 

Official.  Department  of  state,  May  12,  1837. 
Information  has  been  received  at  the  department 
from  Mr.  Kavanagh  the  charge  d’  affaires  of  the 
United  States  at  Lisbon,  that  treasury  notes  of  the 
government  of  Portugal,  which  will  become  due  at 
various  periods,  from  the  31st  of  October,  1837,  to 
the  31st  of  June,  1S39,  for  the  claims  of  citizens  of 
this  country  in  the  cases  of  the  Planter,  Persever- 
ence  and  Quito,  and  for  the  remaining  instalments 
due  in  the  cases  of  the  Galatea,  Ann,  Gleanor  and 
Osprey,  with  interest  on  the  several  sums  liquidat- 
ed, have  been  received  by  him,  and  deposited  for  the 
benefit  of  those  interested  with  the  house  of  S. 
Pemberton,  Hutchinson  & Co.  of  Lisbon  who  are 
agents  for  most  of  the  claimants.  This  settlement 
includes  an  allowance  to  the  seamen  of  the  Galatea 
arid  Gleanor  for  their  loss  of  clothes,  and  damag.-s 
to  the  seamen  of  the  Galatea  for  their  imprison- 
ment. [Globe. 

Collector’s  office,  New  Orleans,  May  5th, 
1S37.  As  war  is  now  waging  on  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico and  Texas,  it  is  recommended  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  trading  with  those  or  the  neigh- 
boring countries,  or  whose  property  is  likely  to 
come  within  reach  of  the  combatants,  to  see  that 
the  vessels  in  which,  or  in  whose  cargoes,  they  are 
interested,  are  provided  with  the  papers  specified 
in  the  23d  article  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico:  an  extract  from  said  article 
here  follows — “Article  23d.  To  avoid  all  kinds  of 
vexation  and  abuse  in  the  examination  of  papers 
relating  to  the  ownership  of  vessels  belonging  to 
the  citizens  of  the  two  contracting  parties,  they 
have  agreed,  and  do  agree,  that  in  case  one  of  them 
should  be  engaged  in  war,  the  vessels  belonging  to 
the  citizens  of  the  other  must  be  furnished  with  sea 
letters  or  passports,  expressing  the  name,  property 
and  bulk  of  the  vessel,  and  also  the  name,  and 
place  of  habitation  of  the  master  or  commander  of 
said  vessels,  in  order  that  it  may  thereby  appear 
that  the  said  vessel  really  and  truly  belongs  to  the 
citizens  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties;”  which  is 
considered  by  this  government  as  obligatory  upon 
both  Mexico  and  Texas. 

In  order  to  protect  the  property  and  vessels  of 
American  citizens,  I am  furnished  by  the  state  de- 
partment with  sea  letters,  which  will  be  granted  to 
such  American  vessels  as  clear  from  this  office, 
bound  to  any  port  in  Mexico  or  Texas. 

James  W.  Breedlove,  collector  of  customs. 

Camanche  Indians.  From  the  Arkansas  Slate 
Gazette.  Choctaw  nation,  April  9.  “A  Choctaw 
Indian,  who  has  been  much  of  his  time  among  the 
Camanches  the  past  summer,  says,  that  while  he 
was  among  these  Indians  last  summer,  several 
Mexican  officers  were  there,  making  arrangements 
to  get  them  to  join  the  Mexicans  in  the  war  against 
Texas,  and  that  they  had  accepted  of  the  terms  of- 
fered by  said  officers.  He  farther  says,  that  while 
a company  of  dragoons  was  in  the  prairies  last  sum- 
mer, three  Mexican  officers  were  then  with  the  Ca- 
manches, hid  out  and  fed  by  them,  while  the  dra- 
coons  remained  in  the  vincinity  of  their  lodges. 
They  were  to  remain  neutral  until  they  received 
their  arms  and  ammunition  from  Mexico,  and  then  to 
commence  their  war  of  extermination  against  the 
Texians,  (or  the  white  people,  as  the  Choctaw  re- 
lates), kill  all  or  drive  them  across  the  ‘great  red 
water,’  (no  doubt  meaning  Red  river),  where  they 
came  from. 

“They  were  friendly  to  the  Choctaw,  and  told 
him  that  they  did  not  wish  to  fight  with  any  other 
tribe  of  Indians,  but  wished  all  other  tribes,  and 
particularly  the  Choctawa,  to  join  them  in  their 

war.” 


Mexico.  The  publication  of  a letter  addressed 
by  Mr.  Monasterio,  [see  page  168],  the  Mexican 
minister  for  foreign  relations,  to  the  secretary  of 
state,  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  which  the  appointment  of  a 
charge  d’  affaires  to  Texas  is  held  up  as  an  act  in- 
consistent with  views  previously  promulgated  by 
the  late  president  and  Mr.  Forsyth,  makes  it  proper 
to  state,  that  the  message  accompanying  the  nomi- 
nation of  Mr.  Labranche,  as  charge  to  Texas,  is 
necessary  to  a perfect  appreciation  of  the  course  of 
the  late  administration  in  relation  to  the  matter  dis- 
cussed by  Mr.  Monasterio.  The  document  to 
which  we  refer  is  not  within  our  reach,  the  injunc- 
tion of  secrecy  not  having  been  removed:  which 
veil  it  among  the  proceedings  of  the  private  sittings 
of  the  senate.  The  act  of  the  president,  we  can 
say,  was  but  an  acquiescence  in  the  declared  will 
of  the  legislature,  expressed  by  resolution,  and  the 
provision  of  the  appropriation  act.  [Globe. 

Late  from  Mexico.  We  understand  that  in- 
telligence has  been  received  from  Tampico,  under 
date  of  23d  April,  saying  that  the  military  comman- 
der at  Tampico  had  received  information  of  the  cap- 
ture of  a Mexican  brig  of  war  off  Metamoras,  and 
her  prize,  the  American  schooner  Louisiana,  and 
that  the  intelligence  had  excited  great  anxiety 
among  the  foreign  merchants  there.  An  embargo 
was  laid  on  all  American  vessels  in  the  port  at  an 
early  hour  of  the  22d  April,  but  was  countermand- 
ed in  the  afternoon.  It  was  understood  that  nothing 
further  would  be  done  until  orders  were  received 
from  Mexico.  It  is  believed  that  an  immediate  em- 
bargo would  be  the  result,  and  that  the  Americans 
there  will  be  in  a most  deplorable  situation,  unless 
immediate  measures,  by  the  American  government, 
should  be  taken  to  prevent  it.  [Ibid. 

THE  TREASURY  AND  THE  MERCHANTS. 

A TREASURY  ORDER. 

Treasury  department,  May  8,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  been  directed  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  communicate  to  you  the  views  of 
this  department  in  relation  to  the  request  recently 
made  to  him  by  a committee  appointed  at  a re- 
spectable meeting  held  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
The  request  was,  that  “instructions  may  be  given 
to  prevent  the  commencing  of  suits  in  any  of  the 
collection  districts  upon  unpaid  bonds  until  after 
the  first  day  of  January  next.” 

With  every  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  presi- 
dent and  this  department  to  gratify  any  wishes  of 
the  mercantile  portion  of  the  community,  and  with 
a deep  solicitude  to  alleviate,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
pressure  which  exists  in  their  pecuniary  affairs,  it 
is  to  be  regretted  that  instructions  cannot  be  given 
for  so  protracted  a delay,  and  in  so  general  a man- 
ner, without  a departure  from  long  established 
usage,  and  great  inconvenience  to  the  merchants 
and  the  treasury. 

By  the  act  of  congress  of  the  2d  of  March,  1799, 
it  is  provided  that  “where  any  bond  for  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  shall  not  be  satisfied  on  the  day  it 
may  become  due,  the  collector  shall  forthwith,  and 
without  delay,  cause  a prosecution  to  be  commenc- 
ed for  the  recovery  of  the  money  thereon  by  action 
or  suit  at  law.” 

No  authority  or  discretionary  power  is  entrusted 
expressly  to  the  president  or  this  department  to  dis- 
pense with  this  imperative  direction,  given  by  con- 
gress to  the  collectors  of  customs.  The  general 
practice  has  been  opposed  to  either  the  existence  or 
the  exercise  of  any  legal  authority,  except  in  con- 
gress, to  grant  delay  in  the  payment  of  such  bonds, 
until  after  an  action  is  instituted  or  judgment  con- 
fessed. But  after  a suit  has  been  brought  the  col- 
lector’s duty  has  been  considered  as  fulfilled,  and 
this  department,  through  its  proper  agents,  has,  in 
special  cases,  and  in  that  stage  of  proceedings, 
deemed  it  lawful  to  direct  some  delay  to  be  granted 
by  the  district  attorney  on  certain  terms. 

No  statute  forbids  such  a course;  and  if  a payment 
in  part  be  made,  or  additional  security  furnished, 
in  cases  were  great  hardship,  embarrassment  or 
insolvency  is  shown  to  exist,  ami  the  application  is 
made  in  consequence  of  some  of  these  circum- 
stances, indulgence  has  frequently  been  given. 
But  the  power  of  permitting  some  indulgence  be- 
fore an  action  is  commenced  is  supposed  by  the 
attorney  general  and  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  to 
belong  to  the  latter  officer,  under  the  act  of  con- 
gress of  May  29,  1830;  and  in  times  and  cases  like 
the  present,  when  the  most  favorable  construction, 
which  may  be  legal,  should  be  followed,  the  de- 
partment is  disposed,  in  conformity  to  the  advice 
and  opinion  of  those  law  officers,  to  sanction  a de- 
lay by  him,  under  like  circumstances,  and  to  a like 
extent,  before  suit  or  afterwards.  Upon  the  occur- 
rence, therefore,  of  cases  of  the  character  previous- 
ly described,  whether  before  suit  or  after,  and 
whether  at  your  port  or  elsewhere,  similar  indul- 


gences on  similar  terms  could,  and  undoubtedly 
would,  be  allowed  with  pleasure,  on  seasonable  ap- 
plication in  each  case — the  extent  of  the  delay  be- 
ing regulated  by  the  facts  of  each  case,  and  the 
existing  and  probable  wants  of  the  treasury  at  the 
time  it  shall  be  presented. 

But  should  applications  of  this  kind  become  nu- 
merous, or  extend  to  several  bonds  very  large  in 
amount,  difficulties  unfortunately  would  arise  under 
the  existing  laws  and  the  present  state  of  the  trea- 
sury, not  only  to  the  parties,  but  to  the  public,  in 
postponing  payment  for  any  considerable  period. 

In  the  first  place,  all  parties  and  sureties  upon 
bonds  unpaid,  after  due,  are  expressly  disabled  by 
the  62d  section  of  the  act  before  referred  to,  from 
having  credit  upon  any  other  duty  bond. 

The  language  is,  “no  person,  whose  bond  has 
been  received  either  as  principle  or  surety  for  the 
payment  of  duties,  or  for  whom  any  bond  has  been 
given  by  an  agent,  factor  or  other  person,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  provisions  herein  contained,  and 
which  bond  may  be  due  and  unsatisfied,  shall  be 
allowed  a future  credit  for  duties,  until  such  bond 
be  fully  paid  or  discharged.”  In  the  next  place, 
the  condition  of  the  treasury,  during  the  remainder 
of  the  year,  will,  probably,  be  such,  whether  look- 
ing to  the  estimates  submitted  by  this  department 
to  congress  at  the  commencement  of  its  session  in 
December  last,  or  the  actual  state  of  things  at  this 
time,  or  to  create  serious  inconvenience  and  em- 
barrassment to  the  public  interests  in  meeting  the 
public  engagements,  should  the  payment  of  all  the 
duty  bonds  outstanding  in  the  United  States,  and 
amounting  to  several  millions  of  dollars,  be  post- 
poned in  their  collection,  either  before  or  after  suit, 
until  the  time  requested  by  the  committee. 

This  will  be  very  manifest  from  the  following 
data:  The  aggregate  receipts  into  the  treasury,  dur- 
ing the  year  1837,  having  been  estimated  in  the 
last  annual  report  at  $24,000,000,  and  the  appropria- 
tions asked  for  by  the  respective  departments,  with 
the  annual  anticipated  contingent,  having  amount- 
ed to  about  $27,000,000,  it  was  then  suggested  that 
this  would  require  the  expenditure  not  only  of  all 
the  estimated  accruing  receipts,  but  nearly  three 
millions  of  the  five  reserved  on  the  first  of  January, 
1S37,  from  distribution  among  the  states. 

Congress,  however,  in  the  course  of  the  session, 
appropriated  not  only  those  three  millions  of  ex- 
cess, but  over  five  millions  in  addition,  making  an 
aggregate  of  more  than  thirty-two  millions,  and  by 
this  means  a charge  was  imposed  on  the  treasury  to 
the  extent  of  eight  or  nine  millions  beyond  the  es- 
timated receipts  during  the  year. 

The  expectation  of  a recurrence  of  an  extraordi- 
nary excess  of  revenue  during  the  present  year, 
which  may  have  been  contemplated  by  some,  and 
have  formed  the  ground  on  which  so  large  appro- 
priations were  made,  was  never  entertained  by  this 
department;  nor  does  any  such  expectation,  judging 
from  the  receipts  of  the  first  quarter  and  first  month 
in  the  second  quarter  of  the  present  year,  seem 
likely  to  be  verified.  On  the  contrary,  assuming 
the  hypothesis  that  a similar  amount  of  unexpended 
appropriations  will  remain  at  the  close  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  as  did  at  the  close  of  the  last,  (though  in 
ordinary  times  they  are  generally  reduced  eight 
millions  lower,  and  should  they  become  so,  would 
increase  the  deficiency  to  that  extent),  the  post- 
ponement of  the  payment  of  any  considerable 
amount  of  bonds  to  the  1st  of  January  next  would 
make  a deficiency  in  the  means  of  the  treasury 
highly  probable.  To  postpone  the  payment  of  the 
many  millions  falling  due  at  all  the  ports  in  the  U. 
States  would  render  this  deficiency  inevitable. 

Comparing  the  present  condition  of  the  country 
with  a former  period  of  similar  revulson  in  trade, 
when,  in  1819,  from  causes  somewhat  analogous,  the 
mercantile  interests  were  exposed  to  a pressure  so 
very  general  and  severe,  the  likelihood  seems  equally 
strong  in  favor  of  a rapid  reduction  in  the  revenue. 

The  foregoing  remarks  will  explain  some  of  the 
practical  difficulties  to  be  encountered  in  meeting 
the  wishes  expressed  by  the  committee  for  the  long 
postponement  of  the  payment  of  duty  bonds,  whe- 
ther granted  before  or  after  suit,  and  whether  in 
view  of  the  consequences  to  the  merchants  or  to  the 
treasury  and  the  public.  But  indulgence  for  thirty, 
sixty,  and  ninety  days,  not  extending  beyond  the 
1st  of  September,  or  about  the  time  for  arranging 
the  payment  of  the  last  instalment  of  deposite  with 
the  states,  could  doubtless  be  granted  in  special 
cases,  under  the  customary  terms  and  circum- 
stances, as  before  explained,  should  any  parties  de- 
sire it.  But  what  forbearance  the  situation  of  the 
treasury  may  justify  in  this  respect,  at  any  future 
day,  cannot  now  be  foreseen  with  much  accuracy. 
The-  payment  within  so  short  a period  as  nine 
months  of  such  a vast  amount  to  the  states  as  near 
thirty-eight  millions,  and  which  is  mostly  to  be 
collected  through  the  deposite  banks,  from  the  mer- 
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cantile  portion  of  the  country,  increases  the  pres- 
sure from  other  causes,  on  both  the  banks  and  the 
community,  and  creates  a prospect  that  the  revenue 
accruing  for  the  rest  of  the  year  will  much  decline, 
and  will  generally  be,  as  has  been  the  case  in  April, 
less  than  the  current  expenditures. 

Hence,  the  amount  in  the  treasury  at  this  time 
being  only  about  six  millions  more  than  is  required 
to  be  paid  to  the  states,  the  progress  of  events  may 
compel  a recourse  to  such  other  measures  as  the 
existing  laws  authorise  for  meeting  one  of  those 
great  crises,  or  fluctuations  in  trade,  by  which,  as 
well  as  by  other  contingencies,  our  present  sources 
of  revenue,  from  intimate  dependence  upon  them, 
are  so  suddenly  and  so  largely  influenced,  and  for 
which  it  has  been  the  anxious  wish  of  this  depart- 
ment, for  two  years  past,  that  congress  would  effec- 
tually provide. 

How  far  the  powers  of  the  department  under  the 
deposite  and  other  acts  are  now  adequate  to  this 
end,  need  not  be  considered  until  a necessity  to  re- 
sort to  them  shall  become  imperative.  But,  at  all 
events,  it  is  manifest  that  the  present,  as  well  as 
probably  future,  condition  of  the  treasury  must  be 
so  doubtful,  if  not  straightened,  as  to  prevent  it 
from  affording  so  much  incidental  or  direct  aid  to 
the  mercantile  interest  either  individually  or  through 
the  deposite  banks,  as  it  would  be  highly  gratifying 
to  this  department  to  be  able  to  extend.-  More  es- 
pecially would  it  be  gratifying  to  do  this  while  that 
interest  is  suffering  under  the  present  severe  pres- 
sure— a pressure  regretted  by  me  as  deeply  as  any 
one,  and  the  near  and  probable  approach,  as  well 
as  principal  causes  of  which,  according  to  my 
views  of  the  subject,  I felt  impelled,  from  a sense 
of  public  duty,  however  disagreeable  the  task,  to 
point  out  in  detail  in  the  last  annual  report,  so  fully 
as  to  render  a repetition  of  them  on  this  occasion 
unnecessary  as  well  as  painful. 

This  department  cannot  close  the  present  com- 
munication without  requesting  you  to  assure  the 
individuals  connected  with  the  great  commerce  of 
your  port  of  the  deep  sympathy  felt  here  on  account 
of  its  embarrassments — of  the  willingness  cherished 
at  this  time,  as  on  former  occasions,  to  extend  to  it 
every  species  of  relief  and  indulgence  in  the  power 
of  the  treasury,  consistent  with  the  laws  and  public 
duties  entrusted  to  it3  charge — and  of  the  entire 
conviction  entertained  that  the  high  moral  charac- 
ter and  honorable  feelings  of  the  merchants  will 
not  only  carry  them  through  trials  of  adverse  for- 
tune with  their  usual  respect  for  the  laws  and  the 
constituted  authorities  of  their  country,  but,  by  the 
aid  of  their  accustomed  energy,  enterprise,  and  in- 
defatigable industry,  will  ere  long  relieve  them  from 
most  of  the  sufferings  which  have  been  occasioned 
by  those  disasters  which  have  occurred  so  unex- 
pectedly to  some  and  so  injuriously  to  many.  Re- 
spectfully yours,  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  o f the  treasury. 

Samuel  Swartwout,  esq.  collector  of  New  York. 

P.  S.  You  are  requested  to  give  immediate  pub- 
licity to  the  above  communication. 

LETTER  FROM  MR.  BIDDLE. 

From,  the  Philadelphia  National  Gazette. 

We  present  to  our  readers  to-day  a third  letter  to 
Mr.  Adams  from  the  president  of  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States,  which  will  be  read  with  not  less  interest  and 
advantage  than  the  preceding  ones.  It  is  a per- 
fectly clear  and  satisfactory  exposition  of  the  ex- 
isting state  of  things,  and  cannot  fail  to  carry  con- 
viction to  the  minds  of  all.  It  shows  that  the  course 
adopted  by  the  banks  of'  Philadelphia  was  impera- 
tively demanded  by  circumstances  beyond  their 
control,  and  that  it  will  be  most  conducive  to  the 
ultimate  benefit  of  the  community  and  country 
that  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  actuated 
m this  measure  by  the  same  spirit  of  patriotism 
and  wisdom  which  has  guided  all  its  proceedings 
and  that  it  will  be  ready  at  a moment’s  warning  to  do 
its  part  in  restoring  matters  to  their  former  condi- 
tion of  peace  and  prosperity. 

Philadelphia,  May  13th,  18.37. 

Mv  dear  sin:  You  were  good  enough  to  express 
a wish  to  know  my  own  views  of  the  present  state 
of  things,  and  I hasten  to  give  them  without  re- 
serve. 

You  may  perhaps  remember  that  in  my  letter  to 
you  of  the  11th  of  November  last,  I stated  what 
seemed  the  real  cause  of  the  embarrassments  then 
existing,  and  the  appropriate  remedies  for  them, 
adding  that  by  their  adoption  “confidence  would  be 
restored  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  repose  at  least 
in  as  many  days.”  Six  months’  further  experience 
has  only  confirmed  that  opinion.  I believe  now, 
as  I believed  then,  that  the  events  of  this  week 
might  have  been  readily  prevented — and  that  the 
unhappy  perseverence  in  the  measures  then  depre- 
cated, has  reduced  the  country  to  its  present  condi- 
tion. But  I have  no  leisure  now  to  discuss  the 


subject,  and  no  disposition  to  indulge  in  unavailing 
regrets.  It  will  be  more  profitable  to  look  distinct- 
ly at  the  present  position  of  the  banks  and  the 
country,  and  to  suggest  their  respective  duties  to 
themselves  and  to  each  other. 

All  the  deposite  banks  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  in  the  city  of  New  York  suspended 
specie  payments  this  week — the  deposite  banks 
elsewhere  have  followed  their  example;  which  was 
of  course  adopted  by  the  state  banks  not  connected 
with  the  government.  I say  of  course,  because  it 
is  certain  that  when  the  government  banks  cease  to 
pay  specie,  all  the  other  banks  must  cease,  and  for 
this  clear  reason.  The  great  creditor  in  the  United 
States  is  the  government.  It  receives  for  duties 
the  notes  of  the  various  banks,  which  are  placed  for 
collection  in  certain  government  banks,  and  are 
paid  to  those  government  banks  in  specie  if  re- 
quested. 

Now  if  these  government  banks,  the  depositories 
of  the  public  revenue,  will  not  pay  specie,  for  the 
very  warrants  drawn  upon  them  by  the  treasury — 
the  government  of  the  United  States  from  that  mo- 
ment ceases,to  pay  specie  to  the  citizens  of  the  U. 
States.  As  moreover  the  government  receives  for 
duties  only  specie  and  the  notes  of  specie  paying 
banks,  the  instant  its  own  deposite  banks  cease  to 
pay  specie,  the  government  must  refuse  to  receive 
the  notes  of  its  own  deposite  banks,  and  can  re- 
ceive no  notes  except  those  of  banks  not  deposite 
banks. 

On  the  one  hand  then  the  government  is  bound  to 
pay  its  debts  in  specie,  and  it  has  no  means  of  pro- 
curing specie,  except  from  the  banks  not  connected 
with  the  treasury,  so  that  these  banks  find  all  their 
notes  collected  and  paid  into  the  treasury  for  duties 
converted  immediately  into  specie  for  the  use  of 
the  government — while  the  deposite  banks  will  not 
pay  their  debts  to  the  other  banks  in  specie  nor  pay 
the  treasury  warrants  in  specie.  Take  for  instance 
this  example.  The  claimant  under  the  French 
indemnity  had  certainly  moneys  due  to  him  in 
Fiance.  The  government  imported  it  in  gold  for 
him — and  when  the  day  of  distribution  arrived  he 
obtained  an  order  for  his  portion.  But  instead  of 
receiving  his  own  share  of  his  own  proper  identical 
gold,  he  has  received  neither  gold  nor  silver,  but 
the  notes  of  the  deposite  banks — which  very  notes 
the  government  itself  would  refuse  to  receive  from 
this  very  claimant  for  any  debt  which  he  might  owe 
to  the  government.  So  long  therefore,  as  the  go- 
vernment and  the  government  banks  will  not  pay 
specie  to  other  banks,  it  would  be  rashness  in  those 
banks  to  pay  specie  to  them,  and  as  they  cannot 
make  a discrimination  in  those  whom  they  will 
pay,  the  only  alternative  is  to  concur  with  the  go- 
vernment banks  in  the  general  suspension. 

Our  Philadelphia  banks  saw  this.  They  thought 
it  useless  to  carry  on  so  unequal  an  intercourse  in 
which  they  were  to  pay  to  New  York,  while  New' 
York  refused  to  pay  to  Pennsj'Ivania,  for  if  the 
Pennsylvania  banks  paid  wdiile  those  of  New  York 
did  not,  the  whole  revenue  w'ould  have  been  turned 
into  Pennsylvania  notes  and  specie  demanded. 

In  the  midst  of  these  disorders  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  occupies  a peculiar  position,  and  has 
special  duties.  Had  it  consulted  merely  its  own 
strength  it  would  have  continued  its  payments  with- 
out reserve.  . But 

1st.  Like  all  the  other  Pennsylvania  banks,  it 
owed  a duty  to  the  citizens  of  our  own  state;  and  it 
was  not  disposed  to  stand  aloof  from  a general 
movement  of  the  other  state  institutions,  which 
however  it  might  regret  it  could  not  censure. 

2d.  It  was  not  inclined,  moreover,  to  discredit, 
by  a refusal  to  receive  it,  the  paper  of  the  other 
state  banks  which  had  ceased  to  pay  specie,  still 
less  to  force  its  Pennsylvania  debtors  to  pay  their 
debts  in  specie,  w'hen  other  citizens  in  other  states 
were  allowed  to  pay  in  a less  costly  medium:  thus 
breaking  down,  for  the  benefit  of  other  states,  the 
merchants  and  manufacturers  and  mechanics  of 
Pennsylvania. 

3d.  While  the  vaults  of  all  the  other  banks  were 
closed,  the  government  of  the  United  States  would 
have  no  resource  to  procure  specie,  but  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  which  ought  not  to  assume  the 
risk  of  being  the  only  source  of  supply  for  bullion 
to  the  government  and  the  land  office  as  well  as  for 
exportation. 

4th.  The  deposite  banks  of  the  government  would 
not  pay  their  debts  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 
Why  then  should  the  banks  of  the  United  States 
pay  to  these  institutions  on  account  of  the  govern- 
ment specie  for  their  notes  when  these  very  banks 
would  not  not  pay  their  own  debts?  There  would 
have  been  an  equal  want  of  reciprocity  and  of  jus- 
tice in  such  a proceeding. 

5th.  There  was  another  reason  against  it,  final 
and  decisive.  From  the  moment  that  the  deposite 
banks  of  New  York,  failed  to  comply  with  their  en 


gagements,  it  was  manifest  that  all  the  other  depo- 
site banks  must  do  the  same,  that  there  must  be  a 
universal  suspension  throughout  the  country,  and 
that  the  treasury  itself  in  the  midst  of  its  nominal 
abundance  must  be  practically  bankrupt. 

In  such  a state  of  things  the  first  consideration  is 
how  to  escape  from  it — how  to  provide  at  the  earli- 
est practicable  moment  to  change  a condition  which 
should  not  be  tolerated  beyond  the  necessity  w’hich 
commanded  it.  The  old  associations,  the  extensive 
connections,  the  established  credit,  the  large  capital 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  rendered  it  the 
natural  rallying  point  of  the  country  for  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments. 

It  seemed  wiser,  therefore,  not  to  waste  its  strength 
in  a struggle  which  might  be  doubtful  while  the  exe- 
cutive persevered  in  its  present  policy,  but  to  hus- 
band all  its  resources  so  as  to  profit  by  the  first  fa- 
vorable moment  to  take  the  lead  in  the  early  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments.  Accordingly  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  assumes  that  position. 
From  this  moment  its  efforts  will  be  to  keep  itself 
strong,  and  to  make  itself  stronger;  always  prepar- 
ed and  always  anxious  to  assist  in  recalling  the  cur- 
rency and  the  exchanges  of  the  country  to  the  .point 
from  which  they  have  fallen.  It  will  co-operate 
cordially  and  zealously  with  the  government,  with 
the  government  banks,  with  all  the  other  banks, 
and  with  any  other  influences  which  can  aid  in  that 
object. 

In  the  meantime,  two  great  duties  devolve  on  the 
banks  and  the  country. 

The  first  regards  foreign  nations — the  second  our 
own.  We  owe  a debt  to  foreigners,  by  no  means 
large  for  our  resources,  but  disproportioned  to  our 
present  means  of  payment.  We  must  take  care 
that  this  late  measure  shall  not  seem  to  be  an  effort 
to  avoid  the  payment  of  our  honest  debts  to  them. 
We  have  worn,  and  eaten,  and  drunk  the  produce 
of  their  industry — too  much  of  all  perhaps,  but  that 
is  our  fault,  not  theirs.  We  may  take  less  hereafter, 
but  the  country  is  dishonored  unless  we  discharge 
that  debt  to  the  uttermost  farthing. 

The  second  duty  is  to  ourselves.  We  should 
bear  constantly  in  mind  that  the  step  which  has 
been  taken  is  excusable  only  on  the  ground  of  an 
overruling  necessity.  We  must  not  make  the  re- 
medy itself  a disease.  It  must  not  be  the  pretext 
of  extravagant  loans  or  issues.  These  are  already 
sufficiently  inflated,  and  if  we  have  voluntarily  re- 
moved the  most  familiar  and  established  check  upon 
all  issues — their  immediate  convertibility  into  coin 
— it  is  our  duty  to  substitute  some  effectual  re- 
straints which  may  enable  us  to  restore  the  cur- 
rency without  delay  or  difficulty  to  a safe  and  whole- 
some condition. 

The  result  of  the  whole  is,  that  a great  disaster 
has  befallen  the  country.  Its  existence  thus  far  is 
only  a misfortune — its  continuance  will  be  a re- 
proach, from  which  all  true  men  must  rally  to  save 
her.  We  must  try  to  render  it  as  short  as  possible, 
waiting  patiently  and  calmly  for  the  action  of  the 
government,  and  in  the  mean  time  diminishing  its 
dangers  by  great  prudence  and  forbearance.  For 
myself,  you  know  how  zealously  I have  labored  to 
avert  this  misfortune.  With  not  less  anxiety  I shall 
now  strive  to  repair  it.  With  great  respect  and  re- 
gard, yours,  N.  BIDDLE. 

Hon.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Quincy,  Mass. 


THE  BANK  OF  ENGLAND  SUSPENSION  OF 
SPECIE  PAYMENTS,  IN  1797. 

The  present  posture  of  affairs  in  the  United 
States  will  give  great  interest  to  the  annexed  brief 
history  of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the 
bank  of  England,  which  is  from  sources  to  be  re- 
lied upon: 

“On  the  26th  of  February,  1797,  being  Sunday, 
an  order  of  the  privy  council  was  transmitted  to  the 
bank  towards  evening,  prohibiting  the  further  pay- 
ment of  specie  until  the  pleasure  of  parliament 
should  be  made  known.  The  parliament  took  the 
subject  into  consideration  on  the  next  day,  Februa- 
ry 27,  and  approved  of  the  order  of  the  privy  coun- 
cil. The  suspension  of  specie  payments  was  origi- 
nally intended  to  be  only  a temporary  measure,  and 
the  strongest  assurances  were  given  to  this  effect 
on  the  part  of  the  bank  and  government.  It  was, 
however,  continued  from  time  to  time,  but  always 
a temporary  measure,  until,  in  1819,  twenty-two 
years  after  the  suspension  of  payment,  steps  began 
seriously  to  be  taken  for  resuming  specie  pay- 
ments, which  were,  in  fact,  resumed,  on  the  1st  of 
May,  1823.  The  bank  thus  presents  the  singular 
example  of  a virtual  insolvency  for  twenty-six 
years,  and  eventual  redemption  of  its  paper  and  its 
credit;  and  this  return  to  specie  payments  was  not 
attended  by  any  revulsion  or  commercial  shock, 
preparations  were  made  for  it  long  beforehand. 
The  amount  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  in  circulation 
was  reduced  from  about  ,£24,000,000  to  about 
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£ 18,000,000.  In  the  mean  time'  a new  coinage  of 
gold  had  been  issued,  in  1821-1822,  to  the  amount 
of  £ 14,877,547,  which  supplied  the  chasm  made  in 
the  circulation  of  the  country  by  the  reduction  of 
the  amount  of  bank  of  England  notes,  and  also 
went  to  replenish  the  vaults  of  the  bank,  in  prepa- 
ration for  the  run  that  might  be  made  on  the  re- 
sumption of  payment;  but  the  danger  was  passed 
with  the  greatest  facility.  The  bank  notes  had 
d ■ predated,  or,  as  the  phrase  was  at  the  time,  the 
price  of  bullion  had  gradually  risen,  so  as  to  be,  at 
one  period,  at  the  rate  of  1-1  or  15  per  cent.;  and  if 
the  bank  had  then  stopped  suddenly,  and,  if  we 
may  imagine  it  possible,  had  redeemed  the  whole 
of  its  paper,  £25,000,000  or  more,  with  specie,  it 
would  have  been  a gain  to  the  then  holders  of  the 
notes,  in  the  whole,  of  £3,500,000,  and  a loss  to 
the  then  debtors  to  the  bank  of  the  same  amount, 
assuming  the  depreciation  to  be  14  per  cent,  while 
tire  bank  itself  would  have  lost  only  the  amount  of 
bad  debts  which  would  have  been  made  by  such  a 
sudden  and  tremendous  revulsion;  for,  the  moment 
of  the  bank’s  resuming  to  pay  specie  itself,  by  this 
very  operation,  it  reduced  the  payments  to  the 
bank,  by  its  debtors,  to  specie;  for  the  bank  had  a 
right  to  demand  payment  of  notes  and  bills  discount- 
ed in  specie,  or,  what  would  have  been  equivalent, 
its  own  notes.  Such  a measure  would  evidently 
have  shaken  the  kingdom  to  its  foundation,  and 
probably  have  brought  down  its  commercial,  finan- 
cial and  economical  systems  in  ruins.  Instead  of 
such  a catastrophe,  either  in  discontinuing  or  re- 
newing payments  of  specie,  each  of  which  was 
equally  difficult  and  hazardous,  the  transition  in  the 
depreciation  of  paper  was  gradual,  and  almost  im- 
perceptible, and  after  the  overthrow  of  Napoleon, 
its  rise  in  value  was  again,  for  the  most  part,  as 
gradual,  until  it  arrived  at  a par  with  gold,  before  the 
resumption  of  specie  payments.  In  a political, 
financial  and  commercial  view,  this  institution, 
from  the  suspension  to  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments,  presents  a stupendous  phenomenon,  un- 
paralleled in  history.  The  suspension  of  payment, 
in  1797,  was  one  of  those  bold  measures,  which  are 
justified  only  by  extreme  cases,  and  which,  in  such 
cases,  are,  in  fact,  the  only  prudent  measures. — 
The  whole  system  of  financial  administration,  and 
all  the  commercial  combinations  and  connexions 
of  the  kingdom,  were  involved  in  the  affairs  of  the 
institution  at  the  time  of  its  stopping,  in  1797. — 
The  holders  of  the  notes,  and  the  depositors,  were 
pressing  to  the  bank  for  specie,  of  which  there  re- 
mained in  the  vaults  only  £1,270,000,  while  the 
notes  and  claims  outstanding,  and  which  might  be 
demanded,  were  £8,640,250,  and  the  demands 
were  pouring  in  with  a still  increasing  tide.  It 
seemed  probable  that  the  bank  must  stop  payment 
after  paying  out  this  specie;  the  shock,  whatever  it 
might  be,  must  be  encountered,  and  it  was  very 
justly  supposed  that  it  would  be,  in  a measure, 
broken,  by  anticipating  the  necessity,  and  stopping 
with  more  than  a million  in  its  vaults,  instead  of 
waiting  until  they  should  have  been  emptied. 

The  reasons  given  in  parliament  in  favor  of  this 
suspension  of  payment,  and  of  its  continuance  from 
time  to  time,  were:  1.  that  the  bank  could  not  con- 
tinue its  discounts,  and  its  payments  in  specie;  and, 
if  its  discounts  were  stopped,  or  greatly  reduced, 
the  commerce  of  the  country  would  be  destroyed: 
2.  that  the  credit  of  the  government  would  be  lost 
if  the  bank  should  cease  to  make  advances  upon 
the  taxes:  3.  that  specie  payments  were  of  no  be- 
nefit to  England,  as  the  specie,  on  being  drawn 
from  the  bank,  went  abroad:  4.  that  it  was  more 
important  that  the  bank  should  exist,  than  that  it 
should  meet  its  payments  at  the  expense  of  its  ex- 
istence: 5.  that  the  commercial  arrangements,  com- 
binations and  relations,  existing  in  the  kingdom, 
would  be  broken  up  by  the  dissolution  of  this  insti- 
tution, and,  being  once  broken  up,  could  never  be 
renewed;  and,  6.  that  it  was  better  to  stop  specie 
payments  while  specie  and  bullion  could  be  kept 
in  the  country  by  that  means.  Such  were  the  rea- 
sons given  in  favor  of  the  measure,  and  though  it 
has  been  censured  by  some,  who  have  pretended  to 
discover  in  it  the  cause  of  much  financial  and  com- 
mercial derangement,  yet  they  do  not  show  by 
what  other  course  Great  Britain  could  have  strug- 
gled through  the  terrible  conflicts  of  that  period.” 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  London  dates  received  at  New  York,  to  April 
11  th,  inclusive. 

CHEAT  BRITAIN. 

One  of  the  great  American  houses — that  of  G. 
Wildes  St  Co. — had  been  compelled  to  solicit  aid 
from  the  bank  of  England,  with  the  intimation  that 
unless  it  was  given  they  must  stop  payment  at 
once.  The  aid  was  given,  to  a large  amount,  after 
long  and  anxious  consultation  between  the  directors 
of  the  bank  and  the  treasury  department,  although 


Messrs.  Wildes  & Co.  were  unable  to  offer  any  se- 
curity. 

The  papers  are  full  of  comments  upon  this  trans- 
action, and  opinions,  of  course,  are  various.  It  was 
feared  and  expected  that  other  American  houses 
would  be  compelled  to  follow  the  example  of  Wildes 
& Co.  and  the  question  is  very  anxiously  discussed, 
whether  and  to  what  extent  the  bank  can  aid  them 
in  their  need.  All  is  admitted  to  depend  on  the 
state  of  the  remittances  from  this  country,  and  we 
knew  well  enough  what  they  have  been. 

One  of  the  papers  says  that  the  bank  has  taken 
upon  itself  all  the  liabilities  of  Wildes  & Co.  and 
will  wind  up  their  affairs.  Another  says  that  two 
other  houses  have  been  bolstered  up  by  the  bank; 
but  does  not  give  the  names. 

A deputation  from  the  merchants  of  Liverpool 
had  gone  up  to  London,  seeking  aid  from  the  bank 
and  the  government. 

The  following  is  the  memorial  agreed  upon  at  the 
meeting  of  Liverpool  merchants. 

“ To  the  right  honorable  the  chancellor  of  his  majesty’s 
exchequer. 

“The  memorial  of  the  undersigned  merchants,  bro- 
kers, and  other  inhabitants  connected  with  the 

trade  of  Liverpool, 

“Respectfully  sheweth.  That  the  distress  of  the 
mercantile  interest  is  intense  beyond  example,  and 
that  it  is  rapidly  extending  to  all  ranks  and  condi- 
tions of  the  community,  so  as  to  threaten  irretriev- 
able ruin  in  all  directions,  involving  the  prudent 
with  the  imprudent,  the  manufacturer  with  the  mer- 
chant and  the  weavers,  spinners  and  laborers  gene- 
rally, with  the  manufacturers  themselves. 

“Your  memorialists  will  not  now  enter  on  an  ex- 
amination of  all  the  causes  which  have  led  to  the 
existing  convulsion;  they  are  aware  that  the  late 
high  prices  of  commodities  mainly  contribute  to 
produce  unfavorable  exchanges.  These  high  prices 
have  passed,  and  are  now  succeeded  by  such  a fall 
as  cannot  fail  in  time  to  attract  the  capital  of  the 
whole  mercantile  world  to  the  relief  of  the  present 
pressure. 

“Your  memorialists  know  better  than  to  ask  for 
any  assistance  which  could  restore  high  prices;  the 
losses  must  be  borne;  all  they  humbly  ask  is  that 
measure  of  relief  W'hich  will  save  numbers  of  all 
classes,  from  total  ruin — ruin  not  proceeding  from 
insolvency,  but  from  the  total  impossibility  of  dis- 
posing of  their  property,  in  time  to  meet  their  pre- 
sent and  approaching  engagements. 

“Your  memorialists  farther  submit  that  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  affairs,  unless  mitigated,  may  in- 
volve the  public  peace,  and  deeply  affect  his  majes- 
ty’s revenue. 

“Your  memorialists  therefore  pray  that  these  pre- 
mises may  be  taken  into  immediate  consideration, 
and  that  such  relief  may  be  granted  as  to  your  judg- 
ment may  be  deemed  safe  and  expedient. 

“And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray.” 

At  the  Manchester  meeting  the  following  resolu- 
tions was  adopted,  after  considerable  debate  and 
much  opposition — several  of  the  gentlemen  present 
contending  that  the  Liverpool  merchants  and  bank- 
ers had  no  claim  for  relief  upon  the  government. 

“That  although  the  present  situation  of  the  com- 
merce of  Manchester  is  not  such  as  to  require  as- 
sistance from  government  to  this  town  and  neigh- 
borhood, this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that,  looking 
to  the  probable  consequences  of  the  heavy  calami- 
ties apprehended  by  the  merchants  of  Liverpool, 
and  to  the  manner  and  degree  in  which  they  may 
affect  the  interests  of  the  manufacturing  districts, 
the  application  of  that  body  for  aid  should  be  sup- 
ported by  a deputation  from  this  chamber.” 

The  accounts  from  the  manufacturing  districts 
are  very  bad,  and  great  numbers  of  workmen  w'ere 
out  of  employment. 

There  is  some  little  ground  for  hope,  amid  all  this 
gloom,  in  the  fact  that  consols  and  exchequer  bills 
have  not  fallen  off  in  price. 

From  the  Times,  April  10 th. 

Saturday  evening.  The  excitement  in  the  city, 
which  seems  to  have  been  at  its  height  during  the 
Iasi  two  days,  has  materially  lessened  this  morning, 
and  people  are  beginning  to  hope  that  the  worst  of 
the  crisis  is  now  past.  The  American  house  allud- 
ed to  yesterday,  to  which  assistance  was  given  by 
the  bank,  is  that  of  George  Wildes  & Co.  and  the 
interference  has  proved  to  be  an  instant  and  sensible 
relief  in  a very  large  circle.  Whether  the  connex- 
ions of  that  house  will  ultimately  escape  injury  from 
the  situation  in  which  it  has  fallen,  will  depend  on 
the  successful  collection  of  the  sums  due  to  it  in 
America,  for  if  they  should  not  be  realized  to  an 
extent  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  bank,  all  the  collate- 
ral securities  recently  obtained  in  London,  must  be 
put  in  requisition.  While  this  matter  is  in  pro- 
gress, the  immediate  effect  of  the  arrangement 
with  the  bank  is  to  bring  out  an  increased  supply 
of  notes,  which  is  not  to  be  regarded  with  indiffer- 


ence in  the  present  low  state  of  the  stock  of  bullion. 
There  is  understood,  indeed,  to  be  a very  large  par- 
ty in  the  bank  parlor  who  are  wholly  opposed  to 
the  principle  of  the  assistance  given  to  this  and 
other  houses,  and  hence  aiise  the  contradictions  in 
the  official  articles  which  are  issued  from  thence; 
one  party  blaming  the  measure,  though  the  necessi- 
ty for  it  is  admitted;  the  other  defending  it,  and 
claiming  a sort  of  merit  for  the  bank  for  the  inter- 
ference. The  obscure  hints  in  an  article  put  forth 
to-day,  by  the  party  opposed  to  interference,  at  the 
source  from  whence  it  has  been  forced  upon  them, 
have  very  much  puzzled  and  mystified  the  city. 

That  the  government  was  concerned  in  forcing  it 
on,  seems  no  longer  to  be  alleged  by  any  of  the 
friends  of  the  directors,  and  yet  there  is  much  dif- 
ficulty in  conjecturing  what  other  power  there  can 
be  able  to  compel  the  bank  to  do  that  which  was 
thought  inconvenient  or  impolitic.  Some  have 
imagined  it  to  be  a party  in  the  bank  parlor  itself, 
whose  views  the  interference  would  suit,  but  the 
connexion  of  interests  is  not  a very  intelligible  one. 
It  would  be  better  for  them,  and  more  satisfactory 
to  both  parties,  now  that  the  origin  of  these  articles 
is  well  understood,  if  the  directors  would  speak  out 
plainly,  and  state  to  whom  it  is  that  they  allude. 
They  have  used  no  forbearance  towards  the  Ameri- 
can merchants  and  the  discount  houses,  and  there- 
fore need  not  exercise  any  delicacy  with  other 
parties.  In  the  novel  as  well  as  difficult  situation 
into  which  commercial  affairs  have  been  brought, 
nothing  can  exceed  the  eager  curiosity  and  inter- 
est with  which  every  new  incident  is  watched. 
The  worst  feature  of  it  is  the  great  distress  and 
pressure  which  are  produced  by  it  in  every  branch 
of  the  national  industry,  no  part  of  which  can  be 
said  to  be  beyond  its  influence.  In  that  respect,  it 
is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  the  calamity  of  1825 
has  been  very  far  exceeded. 

The  English  stock  market  is  firm,  and  some  of 
the  securities  have  improved  a shade.  The  ad- 
vance is  attributed  to  the  difficulty  many  persons 
find  of  safely  and  satisfactorily  investing  their  means, 
and  consequently  purchasing  government  secu- 
rities, rather  than  employ  them  in  regular  business. 
There  has  been,  and  continues,  a great  demand  for 
money  stock.  During  the  day  there  was  purchased 
for  the  accountant  general  of  chancery,  £60,000  2 
percent,  consols  at  90L  Consols  advanced  to,  and 
closed  at,  90J  to  £ for  money  and  the  account,  and 
for  May  account  90}.  Exchequer  bills  farther  im- 
roved,  leaving  off  at  38s.  to  40s.  premium.  India 
onds  remained  at  97s.  to  39s.  premium. 

From  the  Globe,  April  10. 

By  letters  from  Manchester,  it  appears  that  the 
failure  of  Messrs.  A.  Lees  & Co.  large  manufac- 
turers there,  which  was  spoken  of  last  week,  is  now 
positively  announced.  They  employed  a very  large 
number  of  work  people,  who  will  probably  be 
thrown  out  of  employment.  At  a meeting  of  the 
chamber  of  commerce  there,  it  was  determined  to 
appoint  a deputation  to  proceed  to  London,  and  co- 
operate with  the  Liverpool  deputation,  in  endea- 
voring to  obtain  assistance  from  government. 

Money  is  very  easy  in  the  city  on  first  rate  se- 
curity: it  can  be  borrowed  on  consols  at  1^  to  2 per 
cent. 

From  the  Morning  Herald,  April  11. 

City — Monday  evening.  Great  anxietj'  has  pre- 
vailed to  ascertain  the  result  of  the  interview  be- 
tween the  deputation  from  Manchester  and  Liver- 
pool and  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  on  the 
subject  of  obtaining  assistance  from  the  government 
by  an  issue  of  exchequer  bills  upon  bonded  Ameri- 
can produce. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  assistance  given  by 
the  bank  of  England  to  the  leading  American 
houses  has  temporarily  relieved  the  market;  never- 
theless, although  money  continues  easy  on  the 
stock  exchange,  it  still  sustains  a high  rate  of  in- 
terest in  the  commercial  market. 

From  the  Globe  of  April  8. 

The  very  extraordinary  arrangement  between 
the  bank  and  Messrs.  G.  “Wildes  & Co.  which  we 
mentioned  yesterday,  leads  most  persons  to  believe 
that  the  bank  have  so  far  committed  themselves  in 
this  affair,  that  they  are  bound  to  extend  the  same 
assistance  to  all  the  American  houses,  if  required, 
in  which  case,  all  doubt  about  the  final  result  of 
their  embarrassments  is  removed. 

By  the  usual  publication  of  the  bank  affairs,  in 
the  Gazette  of  last  night,  we  are  enabled  to  disco- 
ver, that  during  the  last  month,  as  compared  with 
the  average  of  the  month  of  February,  they  have 
increased  their  circulation  about  five  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds,  while  their  stock  of  bullion  is  increased 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds. 
The  average  of  three  months,  as  published  in  the 
Gazette,  must  be  analyzed,  to  arrive  at  this  secret. 

The  political  and  continental  intelligence  is  of 
very  little  interest.  The  Irish  municipal  reform 
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bill  was  to  have  its  third  reading  on  the  night  10th 
April;  its  passage  through  the  lower  house  was 
considered  almost  a matter  of  course. 

A paragraph  in  the  Antwerp  Precurseur  announ- 
ces the  shipment  of  500  barrels  of  flour  to  London, 
to  be  thence  reshipped  to  New  York.  It  will  come 
at  a bad  moment  for  the  shippers. 

FRANCE. 

Paris , April  8. 

Bourse,  4 o’clock.  The  French  funds  are  going 
down  a little,  owing  to  the  continued  indecission  as 
to  the  ministry,  which  is  apparently  as  far  as  ever 
from  being  completed.  The  three  per  cent  lost  10 
centimes  on  Saturday,  opening  at  79,  20,  15,  and 
closing  at  79,  05.  Little  was  done  in  any  stock. 
Five  per  cents,  108,  90;  bank  actions,  24,20. 

The  news  from  Paris  is  to  the  9th  ult.  The  fifth 
legion  of  the  Paris,  national  guard  has  been  dismiss- 
ed by  order  of  government.  The  cause  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  the  election  by  the  company, 
of  two  captains  who  are  personally  offensive  to  the 
king. 

Meunier,  the  individal  who  made  the  last  attack 
on  the  person  of  the  king,  has  confessed  that  he 
had  drawn  lots  with  Lavaux  and  Lacaze  to  know 
which  of  the  three  should  assassinate  the  king. 
He  is  said  to  have  declared  that  a secret  society  of 
conspirators  existed,  consisting  of  about  40  persons, 
to  whom  numbers  had  been  allotted  to  determine 
their  order,  in  their  endeavor  to  commit  regicide. 

The  French  ministry  had  not  yet  been  complet- 
ed M.  Thiers  may  perhaps  return  to  the  cabinet, 
and  it  is  said  that  he  has  combined  with  M.  Soult, 
Montalioch  and  Humann,  in  order  to  arrange  a new 
one. 

Great  distress  prevails  among  the  working  peo- 
ple of  Lyons,  and  subscriptions  have  been  opened 
with  a view  to  their  relief. 

SPAIN. 

From  Spain  we  learn  that  the  country  was  in 
great  distress,  and  the  military  chiefs  divided. 

Evan’s  forces,  at  St.  Sebastian,  will  be  increased 
to  17,000  men,  by  re-inforcements'from  Espartero. 


JUDGE  SMITH’S  LETTER. 

Having  declined  accepting  the  appointment  as 
one  of  the  aasociate  justices  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States,  conferred  upon  me  by  the 
president  and  senate,  at  the  close  of  the  late  session 
of  congress,  and  being  the  only  man  in  the  union 
who  has  ever  done  so,  it  has  become  a matter  of 
considerable  iuquiiy,  as  well  as  of  some  specula- 
tion, why  I would  decline  a very  dignified  office, 
of  light  labors,  and  a permanent  salary  of  $5,000  a 
year.  And  a number  of  gentlemen  have  been  quite 
solicitous  for  an  explanation,  which  I have  no  mo- 
tives to  withhold. 

I have  not  declined  it  from  any  bodily  infirmity 
which  would  incapacitate  me  to  perform  the  duties, 
because  I feel  my  constitution  as  firm  and  healthy 
as  at  any  period  of  my  life. 

It  is  not  that  I doubt  my  legal  learning,  because 
all  the  great  principles  of  legal  science,  which  I 
ever  understood,  are  as  fresh  in  my  recollection  as 
when  I withdrew  from  the  courts. 

Nor  is  it  from  any  cold  indifference  to  this  honor. 
I appreciate  it  highly;  as  I consider  a seat  in  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States  among  the 
most  honorable  appointments  in  the  gift  of  the  pre- 
sident and  the  senate.  And  to  be  associated  with 
the  distinguished  jurists  who  now  preside  in  that 
court,  with  a permanent  salary  of  $5000,  a year — a 
salary  which  Jay,  Rutledge,  Ellsworth  and  Mar- 
shall, men  of  transcendent  talents,  who  were  suc- 
cessively chief  justices  of  that  court,  deemed  an 
adequate  compensation,  would  render  it  an  envia- 
ble and  pleasing  station.  I also  highly  appreciate 
this  honor  for  other  reasons;  it  was  conferred  un- 
sought for;  and  the  nomination  was  made  by  that 
illustrious  patriot,  general  Jackson,  in  the  last  mo- 
ments of  his  administration;  from  whose  hands  I 
would  as  soon  receive  it  as  from  any  other  man 
living. 

But  from  my  industry  and  attention  to  my  own 
business,  I.  have  rendered  my  pecuniary  circum- 
stances comfortable,  without  the  aid  of  a salary. 

1 am  governed,  however,  by  other  considerations. 
I was  among  those  who  advocated  both  the  first 
and  second  election  of  general  Jackson;  and  believe 
he  has  done  more  to  rescue  the  constitution  from  the 
grasp  of  party  purposes,  and  bring  it  back  to  its  ori- 
ginal meaning  and  true  construction,  and  given  more 
character  and  repectahility  to  the  American  name 
abroad,  than  any  president  who  has  gone  before 
him.  He  has  now  retired  to  the  shades  of  private 
life,  with  the  plaudits  and  blessings  of  his  cobntry 
resting  upon  him.  Yet  he  was  assailed,  with  undue 
violence,  up  to  the  close  of  his  administration,  not 
only  as  regarded  his  public  measures,  but  his  moral 
rectitude;  and  that,  too,  at  a moment  when  he  was 
heaving  from  his  lungs  his  life’s  blood,  under  a 


constitution  rendered  too  feeble  to  retain  it,  from 
the  toils  and  cares  he  had  borne  in  serving  his  coun- 
try. 

It  would  seem  that  he  is  not  yet  to  be  at  rest;  if 
we  look  since  he  has  retired,  at  the  party  prints, 
the  loud  and  continued  denunciations  which  we 
hear  every  day  in  the  streets,  and  the  dinner 
speeches  of  disappointed  expectants,  who  linger 
in  his  wake  to  arouse,  if  possible,  public  opinion 
against  him,  there  is  an  evident  determination  to 
pursue  him  to  his  tomb,  and  trample  upon  his  very 
ashes,  that  they  may  cleave  down  and  blot  out  the 
inestimable  principles-he  has  established,  and  open 
afresh  the  constitution  to  a liberal  construction,  or 
any  other  construction;  and  to  clamber  into  office, 
without  merit  or  without  any  fixed  principle,  upon 
such  new  constructions,  compromises  and  factions, 
as  they  may  be  enabled  to  form  and  excite,  from 
this  new  order  of  things. 

Whilst  these  scenes  are  acting,  I should  be  un- 
willing to  hold  any  judicial  station.  Because  I 
might  conceive  it  to  be  my  duty  as  a citizen,  and  as 
a member  of  this  great  community,  to  offer,  in 
some  constitutional  mode,  my  objections.  Although 
I have  always  believed  a judge  was  not  bound  by 
any  moral  principle  to  abstain  from  the  political 
discussions  that  so  much  agitate  our  country,  I 
have  nevertheless  believed  him  under  the  strongest 
prudential  motives  to  do  so;  as  he  might,  with 
perfect  innocence,  in  discussing  a political  subject 
elsewhere,  express  an  opinion  which  might  after- 
wards cross  his  judicial  path  whilst  on  the  bench, 
place  him  in  a delicate  situation,  and  in  public  es- 
timation, cast  a blot  upon  the  sacred  ermine. 

For  these  reasons,  principally,  I have  declined 
accepting  that  appointment. 

WILLIAM  SMITH. 

Huntsville,  April  28,  1837. 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE 
DEPARTMENTS. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  March  3,  1837. 

REPORT  OF  MR.  WISE. (CONCLUDED.) 

On  Tuesday,  January  31,  the  committee  adopted 
a resolution  calling  on  the  postmaster  general  for 
information  as  to  the  removal  of  the  late  postmaster 
at  Stanford,  Kentucky.  The  next  day  this  resolu- 
tion was  communicated  to  the  postmaster  general, 
and  on  the  4th  of  February  the  following  letter  was 
received  from  him: 

“Post  office  department,  February  3,  1837. 

“Sir:  I have  received  your  note  of  the  Istinst. 
enclosing  a resolution  of  the  committee  of  which 
you  are  chairman,  requesting  me  to  furnish  you 
with  the  following  papers,  viz: 

“1.  The  papers  relative  to  the  removal  of  the 
late  postmaster  at  Stanford,  Kentucky. 

“2.  The  papers  and  letters  recommending  the  ap- 
pointmentof  any  person  or  persons  other  than  the 
individual  who  was  appointed,  and  who  now  holds 
the  office. 

“3.  The  papers  and  recommendations  in  favor  of 
the  appointment  of  the  present  postmaster,  Alfred 
Hocker. 

“In  reply,  I have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  pow- 
er of  making  appointments  is  vested  by  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  in  the  president,  heads  of  depart- 
ments and  courts  of  law;  checked,  in  relation  to  the 
higher  appointments,  by  the  senate  of  the  United 
States. 

“No  power  whatever,  in  relation  to  them,  except 
the  power  to  impeach  for  corrupt  or  illegal  appoint- 
ments, is  vested  in  the  house  of  representatives. — 
Although  there  is  nothing  in  this  case  (so  far  as  I 
am  personally  concerned)  I could  wish  to  conceal, 
yet,  believing  it  to  be  one  of  the  duties  of  my  sta- 
tion to  regard  the  constitutional  limitations  of  pow- 
er, and  that  a compliance  with  the  request  of  your 
committee  would  be  a precedent  tending  to  subvert 
them,  I am  compelled  most  respectfully  to  decline 
it. 

“In  justice  to  a persecuted  fellow  citizen,  I deem 
it  proper  to  add,  that  Alfred  Hocker’s  private  cha- 
racter is  believed  to  be  without  a blemish,  and  his 
qualifications  undoubted;  and  that  to  hunt  him 
through  life  for  an  error  of  opinion,  in  a particular 
case,  as  to  his  legal  power,  appears  to  me  as  unjust 
as  it  would  be  inhuman.  Very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

“Hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  chairman,”  lye.  §c. 

There  are  other  letters,  but  these,  it  is  presumed, 
will  clearly  show  with  what  frankness  and  dispo- 
sition to  aid  the  inquiry  the  president  and  heads  of 
departments  have  responded  to  the  committee.  It 
is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  last  letter  quoted,  from 
the  head  of  the  post  office  department,  takes  the 
monstrous  position  that  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives IS  VESTED  WITH  NO  POWER  TO  IN- 
QUIRE INTO  OFFICIAL  MISCONDUCT  RESPECTING 
APPOINTMENTS  TO  AND  REMOVALS  FROM  OFFICE. 


He  not  only  refused  to  recognise  that  power  by  re- 
sponding to  the  committee,  but  arrogated  to  himself 
the  high  prerogative  of  rebuking  the  commit- 
tee, by  casting  upon  it  the  unfounded  imputation 
of  “hunting,  in  an  unjust  and  inhuman  manner,  a 
fellow  citizen  through  life  for  an  error  of  opinion” — 
that  “fellow  citizen”  a favorite  of  his,  the  notorious 
Alfred  Hocker,  who  was  sheriff  of  Kentucky,  and, 
in  violation  of  his  oath  of  office,  had  withheld  the 
poll  of  Lincoln  county,  in  that  state,  in  the  cele- 
brated contested  election  between  Moore  and  Let- 
cher, and  who  had  been  rewarded,  as  was  supposed, 
by  an  appointment  given  him  by  the  postmaster 
general,  at  Stanford,  in  consideration  of  an  infamous 
act  of  knavery  for  “the  party,”  since  made  felo- 
ny by  an  act  of  the  state,  passed  in  consequence 
of  his  very  conduct  in  that  case! 

The  undersigned  regrets  to  add  that  the  majori- 
ty of  the  committee,  also,  showed  as  little  dis- 
position to  pursue  inquiry,  and  showed  every  dispo- 
sition to  sustain  the  president  and  the  departments 
in  their  positions,  and  in  their  course  of  obstructing 
fair  and  full  investigation. 

The  journal  will  justify,  in  almost  every  instance, 
this  serious  charge  against  the  majority. 

On  January  27th,  when  the  letter  of  the  president 
of  the  26th  was  read,  Mr.  Campbell,  of  the  commit- 
tee, submitted  the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  the  chairman  of  this  committee 
be  directed  to  ask  leave  of  the  house  to  be  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution 
of  the  17th  of  January,  1837,  which  was  referred  to 
this  committee,  the  short  period  remaining  of  the 
session  making  it  difficult,  under  any  circumstances, 
to  do  even  partial  justice  to  the  subject  referred  to 
them;  and  as  the  views  which  the  president  has  ex- 
pressed in  his  communication  of  this  morning,  and 
the  instructions  he  promises  to  give  to  the  heads  of 
the  different  departments,  will  bar  all  investigation, 
and  render  the  best  directed  efforts  of  this  commit- 
tee to  effect  the  objects  of  its  organization  futile  and 
useless. 

“Which  resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln, 
was  modified  by  adding,  with  the  consent  of  the 
mover,  the  following: 

“And  that,  in  making  the  motion  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  committee,  the  chairman  report  to  the 
house  a copy  of  the  journal  of  its  proceedings. 

“Which  resolution,  thus  modified,  was  rejected, 
as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Wise,  Lincoln,  Campbell — 3. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hanne- 
gan,  Parks,  Mann — 5.” 

This  resolution  was  rejected,  but  reconsidered 
and  laid  upon  the  table. 

“Mr.  Hannegan  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  re- 
jecting the  resolution  of  Mr.  Campbell,  asking 
leave  for  the  committee  to  be  discharged;  which 
motion  was  sustained  as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Wise,  Hannegan,  Parks,  Camp- 
bell, Lincoln — 5. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Mann— 3. 

“Mr.  Hannegan  moved  that  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Campbell  do  lie  upon  the  table;  which  motion  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative  as  follows: 

“Ayes— Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan, 
Parks,  Mann — 5. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Wise,  Campbell,  Lincoln — 3.” 

On  Monday.  January  30,  Mr.  Wise  submitted 
the  following  resolutions: 

“ Resolved , That  the  letter  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  dated  the  26th  instant,  addressed  to 
the  chairman  of  this  committee,  and  handed  to  him 
by  the  private  secretary  of  the  president,  in  pre- 
sence of  the  committee,  is  an  official  attack  of  the 
executive  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives and  of  this  committee,  and  upon  the 
privileges  of  members  of  both  houses  of  congress; 
and  opposes  unlawful  and  unconstitutional  resist- 
ance to  the  just  powers  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives and  of  this  committee:  therefore, 

“Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  this  committee 
be  directed  to  report  to  the  house  his  letter,  and  the 
resolutions  of  this  committee  enclosed,  addressed 
to  the  president,  and  the  letter  of  the  president  in 
reply  thereto,  dated  the  26th  instant;  and  to  submit 
to  the  consideration  of  the  house  the  propriety  and 
necessity  of  adopting  measures  to  defend  its  pro- 
ceedings; to  protect  the  privileges  of  its  members; 
and  to  enforce  its  just  powers,  and  those  of  its 
committees;  to  enable  this  committee  to  discharge 
the  duties  devolved  upon  it  by  the  resolution  of  the 
17th  instant,  adopted  by  the  house  of  representa- 
tives.” 

This  having  been  laid  on  the  table  also,  on  Tues- 
day, January  31,  Mr  Wise  submitted  the  following 
resolution: 

“ Whereas  the  second  resolution,  heretofore  adopt- 
ed by  this  committee,  calling  for  information  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States  and  the  heads  of 
the  several  executive  departments,  as  amended,  by 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— MAY  20,  1S37— EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENTS. 


185 


inserting  the  words  ‘it  any,  without  authority  of 
law,’  did  call  upon  the  president  and  the  heads  of 
departments  to  turnish  evidence  against  themselves 
of  their  having  appointed,  employed,  and  paid  offi- 
cers, or  agents,  or  deputies,  ‘without  authority  of 
law:’  Now,  therefore,  with  a view  to  call  for  in- 
formation simply  of  their  official  actings  and  doings 
as  public  officers,  as  shown  by  the  public  records, 
so  that  this  committee  may  report  the  same  to  the 
house  of  representatives,  and  that  it  may  judge  for 
itself  whether  said  officers  have  acted  without  au- 
thority of  law,  without  calling  upon  them  to  give 
testimony,  or  to  judge  themselves  in  their  own 
cases:  be  it 

“ Resolved , That  the  president  of  the  U.  States,  and 
the  heads  of  the  several  executive  departments,  be 
requested  to  furnish  this  committee  with  the  evi- 
dence on  files  of  the  executive  departments,  respec- 
tively, of  the  appointment,  employment  and  payment 
of  all  officers,  agents,  deputies  or  commissioners, 
who  have  been  appointed,  or  employed,  and  paid, 
since  the  4th  day  of  March,  1829,  to  the  IstDecember 
last,  by  the  president  or  either  of  3aid  heads  of  de- 
partments, respectively,  without  nomination  to,  and 
the  advice  and  consent  of,  the  senate  of  the  United 
States;  showing  the  names  of  such  officers,  agents, 
deputies  or  commissioners;  the  sums  paid  to  each, 
the  services  rendered  by  each,  and  by  what  autho- 
rity appointed  and  paid. 

“Mr.  Mann  moved  to  lay  the  foregoing  preamble 
and  resolution  on  the  table;  and,  on  the  question 
being  taken,  the  votes  were, 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Parks, 
Mann,  Chaney — 5. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3.” 

This  also  having  been  laid  on  the  table,  the  next 
day,  February  1st,  Mr.  Wise  moved  to  take  up  his 
resolution  relating  to  the  letter  of  the  president  to 
this  committee,  wdiich  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
table  on  the  Monday  previous,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

“Mr.  Campbell  moved  to  amend  said  resolution 
as  follows:  Strike  out  all  after  the  word  ‘Resolved,’ 
where  it  first  occurs,  and  before  ‘therefore,’  and  in- 
sert: ‘That  the  answer  of  the  president,  of  the 
26th  of  January,  is  not  a compliance  with  the  re- 
quest of  the  committee,  but  a refusal  to  furnish  the 
information  requested  in  the  resolutions  communi- 
cated to  him;  and  therefore:’  so  that  it  would  read 
as  follows: 

“Resolved,  That  the  answer  of  the  president,  of 
the  28th  of  January,  is  not  a compliance  with  the 
request  of  the  committee,  but  a refusal  to  furnish 
the  information  requested  in  the  resolutions  com- 
municated to  him;  and,  therefore, 

“Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  this  committee 
be  directed  to  report  to  the  house  his  letter,  and 
the  resolutions  of  this  committee  enclosed,  address- 
ed to  the  president,  and  the  letter  of  the  president 
in  reph'  thereto,  dated  the  26th  instant;  and  to  sub- 
mit to  the  consideration  of  the  house  the  propriety 
and  necessity  of  adopting  measures  to  defend  its 

Sroceedings;  to  protect  the  privileges  of  its  mem- 
ers;  and  to  enforce  its  just  pow'ers,  and  those  of 
its  committees;  to  enable  this  committee  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  devolved  upon  it  by  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  17th  instant,  adopted  by  the  house  of 
representatives. 

“And  the  question  being  on  said  amendment,  it 
was  adopted  as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Hannegan,  Lincoln, 
Chaney,  Wise — 5. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Parks, 
Mann — 4. 

“Mr.  Lincoln  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  as 
amended,  by  inserting  before  the  word  ‘therefore,’ 
the  following: 

“ Resolved , That  the  letter  of  the  president,  in 
reply  to  the  resolutions  of  this  committee,  is  re- 
proachful to  the  house  in  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution of  the  17th  of  January  last;  disrespectful  to 
the  committee  acting  under  its  authority;  and  an  at- 
tack upon  the  privileges  of  members,  by  connect- 
ing their  speeches  on  the  floor  of  the  house  with 
the  action  of  the  house  itself;  and  proposing  that 
they  should  be  examined  as  witnesses,  touching 
matters  referred  to  by  them  in  debate. 

“Which  motion  was  lost,  as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 
“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan, 
Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — 6.” 

Thus,  in  every  form  in  which  the  question  could 
be  presented,  did  the  committee  refuse  to  act  upon 
the  letter  of  the  president. 

The  journal  of  the  committee  shows,  almost  pas- 
sive, the  course  of  delay  pursued  by  the  majori- 
ty IN  LAYING  RESOLUTIONS  OF  INQUIRY  UPON 
the  table,  and  their  actual  rejection  of  many 
resolutions  involving  subjects  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance and  the  most  serious  charges  against  the 
executive  departments.  (See  pages  11,  12,  13,  14, 


24,  42,  78,  108,  109,  126,  189,  of  the  printed  jour- 
nal of  the  committee).  There  it  will  be  seen  that 
resolutions,  about  adopting  which  it  was  to  have 
been  expected  there  could  be  no  hesitation,  were 
almost  invariably  laid  on  the  table  before  they  were 
passed;  these,  as  they  were  finally  passed  and  act- 
ed on,  it  is  not  necessary  particularly  to  refer  to. — 
But  there  was  a number  of  a similar  character  as 
to  their  necessity  and  propriety,  some  of  which 
were  refused  to  be  taken  up  at  all,  and  others  posi- 
tively rejected.  To  show  their  character,  they  have 
only  to  be  specified. 

On  the  24th  of  January,  Mr.  Wise  submitted  the 
following  resolution: 

“Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  furnish  this  committee  with  all  correspondence, 
letters  or  papers,  on  the  files  of  the  wrar  depart- 
ment, or  in  his  possession  officially,  respecting  or 
relating  to  the  war  in  Florida  with  the  Seminole 
Indians;  and,  also,  respecting  or  relating  to  the 
raising  and  paying  volunteers  for  the  protection  of 
the  south  western  frontier,  under  general  Gaines.” 

This  was  laid  upon  the  table  until  February  3d, 
when  Mr.  Wise  moved  to  take  it  up.  The  motion 
was  rejected  by  the  following  vote: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Hannegan,  Campbell,  Lincoln, 
Wise — 4. 

“Nays— Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Parks, 
Mann — 4.” 

Thus  a subject  which  had  caused  two  courts 
of  inquiry  to  be  ordered  by  the  president  himself— 
which  had  called  two  major  generals  of  the  army 
from  their  posts,  for  their  conduct  to  be  subjected 
to  severe  scrutiny — before  one  of  which  courts  a 
gallant  officer,  general  Duncan  Clineh,  who  had 
borne  himself  like  a patriot  soldier  in  the  campaign, 
and  who  had,  as  all  admit,  done  his  duty  in  the 
war,  had  in  substance  declared,  on  oath,  that  the 
failure  of  the  campaigns  against  the  Creek  and 
Seminole  Indians  was  to  be  attributed,  not 
to  those  generals,  but  to  the  neglect  of 
the  war  department.  This  subject  of  inqui- 
ry, we  repeat,  was  refused  to  be  taken  up  by  the 
majority. 

Again:  The  majority  having  perverted  the  first 
of  the  four  resolutions  sent  to  the  president  and 
heads  of  departments,  by  inserting  therein  the 

words  “WITHOUT  AUTHORITY  OF  LAW,”  with  a 

view  to  obtain  a direct  vote  of  the  committee  upon 
the  subject  of  executive  patronage  to  the  public 
press,  Mr.  Wise,  on  the  24th  January,  offered  the 
following  resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  the  heads  of  the  several  depart- 
ments be  directed  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a 
statement  showing  the  amount  of  patronage  per  an- 
num in  the  executive  departments,  respectively,  to 
the  press  of  the  country,  taking  the  year  ending  the 
30th  Sept.  1S35;  showing  the  sums  of  money  paid 
within  that  year  by  such  departments,  respectively, 
their  agents  or  deputies,  to  printers  or  editors  of 
newspapers;  specifying  the  names  and  places  of 
the  publication  of  the  newspapers  owned  or  pub- 
lished by  them,  and  showing  the  services  and  con- 
siderations for  which  such  sums  have  been  paid; 
giving  each  item  as  stated  in  the  accounts  of  such 
printer  or  editor.” 

This  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  upon  the 
express  ground  that  the  departments  were  not  ac- 
countable for  the  use  or  the  abuse  of  their  patron- 
age to  the  press,  provided  that  they  kept  within  the 
letter  of  the  law. 

Again:  On  the  25th  of  January,  Mr.  Campbell 
submitted  the  following  resolution: 

“Resolved,  That  any  member  having:  cause  for 
believing  that  abuses  exist,  or  have  existed,  since 
the  4th  of  March,  1829,  in  any  department  of  the 
government;  that  fraud  or  peculation  is,  or  has 
been,  practised  by  any  of  the  agents  of  the  govern- 
ment, since  the  4th  of  March,  1829;  and  shall,  upon 
such  cause  or  belief,  make  a motion,  or  move  a re- 
solution of  inquiry,  this  committee  will  adopt  the 
motion,  or  the  resolution  of  inquiry;  the  responsi- 
bility of  instituting  the  inquiry  resting  on  the  mover 
of  the  resolution  or  motion. 

“Mr.  Pearc?  moved  to  amend  the  foregoing  reso- 
lution by  striking  out  the  words  ‘the  responsibility 
of  instituting  the  inquiry  resting  on  the  mover  of 
the  resolution  or  motion;’  which  motion  was  nega- 
tived as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Parks, 
Chaney — 4. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Campbell,  Hannegan,  Lincoln, 
Mann,  Wise — 5. 

“Mr.  Muhlenberg  moved  to  insert  between  the 
words  ‘that’  and  ‘abuses,’  in  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tion, the  word  ‘particular,’  so  as  to  read  ‘particular 
abuses;’  which  motion  was  negatived  as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Parks, 
Chaney— 4. 

“Nays — Messrs.  C impbell,  Lincoln,  Mann,  Wise, 
Hannegan — 5. 


“Air.  Pearce  moved  to  lay  the  said  resolution  on 
the  table,  which  was  affirmed,  as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan, 
Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — 6. 

“Nays— Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise— 3.” 
Again:  On  the  28th  of  January,  Mr.  Campbell 
offered  the  following  resolution,  which  necessarily 
grew  out  of  discussions  before  the  committee: 
“Resolved,  That  in  future,  whenever  a member  of 
this  committee,  upon  his  own  knowledge,  or  upon 
information  derived  from  others,  shall  give  informa- 
tion of  any  specific  charge  of  abuse  or  corruption 
in  any  executive  department  of  the  government, 
and  name  a witness  or  witnesses  to  substantiate 
such  charge  or  charges,  this  committee  will  forth- 
with procee'd  to  the  investigation  of  such  charge  or 
charges,  and  to  the  examination  of  such  witness  or 
witnesses  as  may  be  named  by  the  member  giving 
information  of  such  charge  of  abuse  or  corruption. 

“On  motion  of  Mr.  Mann,  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tion was  laid  upon  the  table,  as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan, 
Parks,  Mann — 5. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Wise,  Campbell,  Lincoln — 3.” 
Thus  the  committee,  by  its  proceedings,  express- 
ly refused  to  declare  either  that  it  would  act  upon 
motions  or  resolutions  of  inquiry,  or  that  it  would 
proceed  to  investigate  specific  charges  even  of  abuse 
or  corruption  in  any  executive  department  of  the 
government,  or  examine  witnesses  touching  them. 

On  the  1st  of  February,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  offered 
the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved , That,  before  any  witness  or  witnesses 
be  sworn,  the  member  at  whose  instance  he  or  they 
were  called  shall  state,  in  writing,  the  purpose  for 
which  he  or  they  were  severally  called  as  wit- 
nesses, the  matters  to  which  he  or  they  are  expect- 
ed to  testify,  and  the  charges  which  he  or  they  are 
expected  by  the  member  to  sustain  against  the  exe- 
cutive departments,  or  either  of  them,  or  against 
any  officer  or  officers,  agent  or  agents,  or  either  of 
them,  by  fact  within  his  or  her  personal  knowledge. 
“Which  was  adopted,  as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Pearce,  Hannegan,  Parks,  Lin- 
coln, Muhlenberg,  Campbell — 6. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Mann,  Wise — 2. 

“Mr.  Wise  submitted  the  following: 

“Mr.  Wise,  in  compliance  with  the  conditions 
of  the  resolution  of  this  committee,  of  this  day,  re- 
quiring the  member  at  whose  instance  a witness  is 
called  to  state  the  reasons  of  calling  upon  him  to 
testify,  assigns  the  following  reasons: 

“1st.  The  purpose  for  which  he  (the  member) 
has  called  upon  the  witnesses  summoned  and  re- 
quested to  attend  at  his  instance  is,  that  said  wit- 
nesses may  be  sworn  to  testify,  and  the  truth  to 
say,  touching  the  inquiries  of  this  committee  di- 
rected by  the  resolution  of  the  house. 

“2d.  The  matters  to  which  they  are  expected  to 
testify  are  matters  within  their  knowledge,  several- 
ly, concerning  the  condition  of  the  various  execu- 
tive departments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with 
which  they  have  been  conducted,  and  concerning 
all  matters  embraced  in  said  resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives. 

“3d.  The  charges  against  the  executive  depart- 
ments, and  their  officers  or  agents,  which  they 
are  expected  by  the  member  to  sustain,  are  charges 
of  violation  of  duty;  of  corrupt  violation  of  duty, 
in  abusing  legal  authority,  in  corrupting  and  sub- 
sidizing the  public  press;  in  removing  faithful 
officers  for  opinion’s  sake;  in  retaining  corrupt 
and  fraudulent  officers  in  place,  knowing  of  their 
malfeasance  and  malversation  in  office;  in  ap- 
pointing and  paying  agents  of  various  descrip- 
tions; in  making  unjust  and  exorbitant  allowance 
for  services  to  political  favorites;  in  paying  a trea- 
sury warrant  which  was  gambled  away  by  a dis- 
bursing officer;  in  allowing  an  account  which  had 
virtually  been  disallowed, "and  then  paying  it,  af- 
ter its  allowance  had  been  forged,  without  caus- 
ing the  offender  to  be  prosecuted;  in  allowing  go- 
vernment officers  to  organize  political  societies  to 
influence  elections;  in  speculating  on  the  offices 
of  the  government  and  on  the  public  property;  in 
interfering  with  the  proceedings  of  congress  in  an 
improper  manner;  and  concerning  various  other 
matters  upon  which  charges  of  equal  weight  may 
be  founded,  if  they  are  ascertained  by  the  evidence. 

“And  the  question  being  whether  the  foregoirg 
reasons,  as  assigned  by  the  chairman,  are  a com- 
pliance with  the  conditions  of  the  resolution,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

“Ayes— Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Campbell, 
Plannegan,  Lincoln,  Mann,  Wise — 7. 

“Nay — Mr.  Parks— 1.” 

.On  the  14th  of  February,  Mr.  Peirce  offered  the 
following  resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  this  committee,  in  discharging 
their  duties  under  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  re- 
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preservatives  of  January  17,  will  not,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  definite,  specified  charges  of  corruption 
and  abuses,  inquire  into  the  reasons  of  the  execu- 
tive, or  the  heads  of  the  executive  departments,  for 
appointments  to,  or  removals  from,  office. 

“Mr.  Wise  moved  an  amendment  as  follows: 
“Resolved,  That  whenever  definite  and  specific 
charges  are  made  that  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  or  either  of  the  heads  of  departments,  have 
removed  efficient  and  faithful  officers  without  just 
cause  of  complaint,  and  appointed  others  in  their 
places,  for  opinion’s  sake,  or  on  account  of  party 
services,  this  committee  will  inquire  into  such  defi- 
nite and  specific  charges,  to  ascertain  how  far  the 
president  or  heads  of  departments  have  abused  their 
authority  to  appoint  and  remove  officers;  and  to 
what  extent  such  appointments  and  removals  have 
tended  to  restrain  and  trammel  the  freedom  of  opi- 
nion; to  affect  the  freedom  and  purity  of  elections 
in  this  country;  to  punish  individuals  for  the  exer- 
cise of  that  freedom;  and  to  corrupt  and  enslave 
public  officers  who  hold,  and  private  individuals 
who  seek,  places  under  this  government. 

“The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Wise’s  amend- 
ment, it  was  rejected  as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 
“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Parks 
Mann,  Chaney— 5. 

“The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Pearce,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative  as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Parks, 
Mann,  Chaney — 5. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3.” 
On  the  16th  of  February,  Mr.  Wise  offered  the 
following  resolution: 

“Resolved,  That  this  committee  will  inquire  whe- 
ther the  executive  officers,  or  either  of  them,  have 
established,  or  assisted  in  establishing,  presses  or 
newspapers,  for  party  purposes,  and  given  pledges 
to  the  proprietors  thereof  of  the  government  patron- 
age, and  have  performed  those  pledges  by  giving 
such  presses  or  papers  the  patronage  of  the  govern- 
ment; and  whether  the  public  printing  has  been 
taken  from  long-established  presses  or  papers,  with 
numerous  subscribers,  and  given  to  such  presses 
and  papers  newly  established,  with  pledges  of  the 
government  patronage,  without  subscribers. 

“Which  resolution  was  rejected,  as  follows: 
“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  AVhse — 2 
“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Mann — 3.” 
On  the  4th  of  February,  Mr.  Wise  offered  the 
following  resolution: 

“Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
requested  to  furnish  this  committee  with  the  origi- 
nals of  copies  of  all  letters,  papers,  reports  or  cor- 
respondence, on  the  files  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, or  in  his  possession,  in  relation  to  the  official 
acts  of  himself,  or  of  the  collector  at  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  in  removing  David  Melvill  from  the 
office  of  weigher  and  gauger  at  that  place. 

“Mr.  Mann  offered  the  following  amendment: 
add  at  the  end  of  the  resolution,  ‘except  such  as 
have  heretofore  been  communicated  to  the  senate 
of  the  United  States;  and  except  such,  also,  as  are 
of  a confidential  character.’ 

“Which  amendment  was  rejected,  as  follows: 
“Aye — Mr.  Mann — I. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Campbell,  Parks, 
Lincoln,  Chaney,  Wise — 6. 

“The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  the  same  was  rejected,  as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 
“Nays — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Parks,  Mann,  Cha- 
ney— 4.” 

Thus  it  clearly  appears,  by  these  proceedings, 
that  the  committee  efficiently  seconded  the  views 
of  the  president  and  heads  of  departments,  and 
practically  carried  them  out.  1st.  The  member 
of  the  committee  at  whose  instance  a witness 
was  called,  was  required  to  state  in  writing  the 
charges  witness  was  expected  to  sustain.  2d. 
The  committee  positively  determined  that  it  would 

NOT,  IN  THE  ABSENCE  OF  DEFINITE,  SPECIFIED 
CHARGES'  OF  CORRUPTION  AND  ABUSES,  INQUIRE 
INTO  THE  REASONS  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE,  OR 
HEADS  OF  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENTS,  FOR  AP- 
POINTMENTS TO,  OR  REMOVALS  FROM,  OFFICE, 

in  direct  contradiction  to  the  decision  of  the  house, 
which  rejected  the  amendment  requiring  specific 
charges.  3d.  It  decided  that  when  definite  and 
specific  charges  were  made  of  corruption  and 
abuses  in  appointments  to  and  removals  from  of- 
fice, and  in  subsidising  the  public  press,  it  would 
not  inquire  into  them;  and  4th.  When  such  specific 
charges  were  made,  as  they  were  in  the  cases  of 
appointing  Alfred  Hocker  to,  and  removing  David 
Melvill  from  office,  and  as  in  establishing  newspa- 
pers with  the  public  money,  the  committee  refused 
to  inquire  into  them,  and  to  examine  witnesses  in 
relation  to  them. 


Such  will  clearly  illustrate  the  principles  upon 
which  the  committee  proceeded  in  instituting  in- 
quiries into  the  condition  of  the  various  executive 
departments  by  resolutions. 

The  questions  which  the  majority  refused  to  pro- 
pound to  witnesses  when  called,  will  show  that 
they  went  even  still  farther  in  shielding  the  execu- 
tive departments  and  officers  from  full  and  fair  in- 
vestigation. 

Notwithstanding  the  principles  of  the  majority 
as  illustrated  by  the  foregoing  resolutions  and  votes, 
as  to  specific  and  definite  investigation,  the  very 
first  question  propounded  by  them  in  committee 
was  so  vague  and  indefinite,  so  intangible  and  ab- 
stract, that  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  respect- 
able witnesses  first  called,  the  honorable  James 
Parker,  of  New  Jersey,  who  did  know  of  a spe- 
cific act  of  the  worst  corruption  and  abuse  in  one 
or  the  other,  or  both  the  president  and  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  could  not  answer  it  on  account  of  its 
general  form. 

“First  question  by  Mr.  Mann  to  Mr.  Parker: 

“Do  you,  of  your  own  knowledge,  know  of  any 
act  by  either  of  the  heads  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments which  is  either  corrupt  or  a violation  of  their 
official  duties? 

“Mr.  Parker  presented  the  following  objections 
to  answering: 

“I  do  not  understand  this  question  sufficiently  to 
enable  me  to  answer  it  in  this  general  form.  I 
came  here  by  order  of  the  committee,  neither  as 
accuser  nor  to  accuse;  and  I consider  myself  bound 
to  answer  questions  on  those  points  only  to  which 
my  attention  is  directed  by  the  committee. 

“Mr.  Pearce  moved  that  the  objection  of  Mr. 
Parker  to  answering  the  question  be  overruled,  and 
that  he  be  required  to  answer  the  same. 

“Mr.  Mann,  upon  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Wise, 
withdrew  his  question,  to  enable  Mr.  Wise  to  exa- 
mine Mr.  Parker  as  to  the  specific,  acts;  and  Mr. 
Pearce  accordingly  withdrew  his  motion.” 

Rut  that  question  was  repeatedly  put  to  other 
witnesses  with  the  obnoxious  view  of  proving  ne- 
gatively a general  good  character  of  the  admi- 
nistration, or  of  making  certain  witnesses  purge 
themselves  of  certain  charges  against  that  charac- 
ter. Not  only  was  this  general  question  propound- 
ed, but  when  Messrs.  White,  Peyton  and  Pickens 
were  called,  Mr.  Mann  stated  the  reasons  in  writ- 
ing for  calling  them— his  specifications  of  reasons 
were: 

“1.  That  the  purpose  for  which  he  has  desired 
the  honorable  witnesses,  named  in  the  said  resolu- 
tion, to  be  sworn  is,  to  prosecute  the  inquiries  di- 
rected by  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  17th  of  January  instant. 

“2.  The  matters  to  which  they  are  expected  to 
testify  are,  facts,  if  any  they  know,  respectively,  of 
their  own  knowledge,  which'  will  show  a wilful 
violation  of  the  duties  of  the  heads  of  the  respec- 
tive executive  departments  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  or  the  subordinate  officers  con- 
nected with  such  departments,  or  either  of  them. 

“3.  The  ‘charges  against  the  executive  depart- 
ments,’ which  it  is  expected  they  will  sustain  by 
facts  within  their  own  knowledge,  are  corrupt  vio- 
lations oi  official  duties. 

“The  question  being  stated,  whether,  in  the  fore- 
going specifications,  Mr.  Mann  has  complied  with 
the  requisition  of  the  resolution  calling  for  the 
same;  and  whether  the  witnesses  present  shall  be 
sworn;  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Pearce,  Mann,  Chaney — 3. 

“Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were: 

“Nays — Messrs.  Wise,  Muhlenberg,  Campbell, 
Parks,  Lincoln — 5. 

“So  it  was  decided  that  said  specification  does 
not  comply  with  the  requisition  of  the  resolution. 

“The  honorable.  Francis  W.  Pickens,  a member 
of  the  house,  summoned  as  a witness,  read  to  the 
committee  a paper,  which  he  denominated  a pro- 
test, against  his  being  examined  as  a witness;  and 
which,  when  he  should  be  called  upon  to  be  sworn, 
he  said  he  would  submit  to  be  placed  upon  their 
files. 

“Mr.  Mann  submitted,  in  compliance  wffth  the 
requisition  of  the  last  meeting,  for  specifications  as 
to  the  grounds  of  summoning  the  witnesses  in  at- 
tendance, the  following,  viz: 

“ Second  specifications  by  Mr.  Mann. 

“Mr.  Mann,  in  compliance  with  the  conditions 
of  the  resolutions  of  this  committee  of  the  28th  inst. 
states,  in  writing,  ag.'  n: 

“1.  That  tile  specific  purposes  for  which  he  has 
desired  the  honorable  witnesses  named  in  the  said 
resolution  to  be  summoned,  are  to  prosecute  the  in- 
quiries specified  and  directed  by  the  resolution  of 
the  house  of  representatives  of  the  17th  January 
instant. 

“2.  The  matters  to  which  they  are  expected  to 
testify  are,  facts  within  their  own  knowledge,  if 


any  they  know,  severally,  of  their  own  knowledge, 
concerning  the  condition  of  the  various  executive 
departments;  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which 
they  have  been  conducted;  the  manner  in  which 
the  public  business  has  been  conducted  in  all  of 
them;  the  failure  of  such  departments  to  accom- 
plish the  objects  of  their  creation;  the  violation  of 
the  official  duties  of  the  said  departments  respec- 
tively. 

“3.  The  charges  against  the  executive  depart- 
ments, which  it  is  expected  they  will  sustain  by  facts 
within  their  own  knowledge,  are  charges  of  corrupt 
violations  of  official  duties,  abuses  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  public  affairs,  with  which  such  de- 
partments are  charged  by  law  and  the  constitution. 

“And  the  question  being, pis  the  assignment  of 
reasons  for  summoning  said  witnesses  sufficient, 
and  in  compliance  with  the  resolutions  of  the  com- 
mittee?’ it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Hannegan,  Mann, 
Chaney,  Wise— 5. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Parks — 2. 

Such  is  a specimen  of  the  specific  examination 
of  a member  of  the  senate  and  members  of  the 
house,  who  had  been  called  at  the  request  of  the 
president  to  purge  themselves  of  all  contempt  to 
his  administration! 

When  another  class  of  witnesses  was  called, 
some  from  the  departments,  others  from  a great 
distance,  to  testify  of  acts  of  corruption  and  abuse, 
as  notorious  in  this  metropolis  as  the  noon-tide  sun, 
acts  named  and  specified  before  the  committee 
until  reiteration  became  tiresome,  the  majority  be- 
came more  strict  and  contracted  in  the  investiga- 
tion. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Buck: 

“14.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  patronage  of 
the  war  department  to  the  press,  and  the  principle 
upon  which  printers  are  selected  to  do  the  public 
printing;  whether  they  are  selected  on  account  of 
their  political  opinions? 

“This  question  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks; 
and  on  the  question  being  put,  shall  the  question 
be  propounded?  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as 
follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 

“Nays— Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Planne- 
gan,  Mann,  Parks,  Chaney — 6. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Buck: 

“15.  Do  you  know,  or  are  you  informed,  whe- 
ther any  of  the  heads  of  departments,  or  any  offi- 
cer or  agent  thereof,  has  been,  or  is  now,  interested 
in  Indian  reservations? 

“Answer  by  Mr.  Buck:  I do  not  know,  neither 
have  I been  informed,  that  any  one  of  the  heads  of 
departments  is  now,  or  ever  has  been,  interested  in 
Indian  reservations;  neither  do  I know  that  any 
officer  or  agent  of  either  department  has  ever  been, 
or  is  now,  so  interested. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Buck: 

“16.  Do  you  know,  or  are  you  informed,  whe- 
ther any  of  the  heads  of  the  executive  departments, 
or  any  officer  or  agent  thereof,  has  been  interested 
in  the  purchase  oLpublic  lands? 

“This  question  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks; 
and  the  question  being  put,  shall  the  interrogatory 
be  propounded?  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Wise,  Muhlenberg,  Campbell, 
Lincoln,  Hannegan — 5. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Parks,  Chaney,  Mann 
—4. 

“Answer  to  question  16  by  Mr.  Buck:  I have  no 
knowledge  of  the  facts  mentioned  in  the  above  in- 
terrogatory: neither  have  I any  information  in  re- 
lation to  the  same,  except  such  as  is  derived  from 
the  newspapers  of  the  day. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Buck: 

“Do  you  know  upon  what  principle  public  offi- 
cers are  appointed  to  and  removed  from  office,  in 
the  several  executive  departments;  whether  ap- 
pointments and  removals  are  not  made  in  regard  to 
the  political  opinions  of  officers? 

“This  question  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Pearce; 
and  on  the  question  being  taken,  shall  the  inter- 
rogatory be  propounded?  it  was  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative, as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 

“Nays— Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hanne- 
gan, Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — 6. 

“W.  J.  Duane  (late  secretary  of  the  treasury) 
appeared  as  a witness. 

“Mr.  Wise  submited  the  following  question  to  be 
proposed  to  said  witness,  viz: 

“1.  Will  you  please  to  state  all  that  you  know 
respecting  the  conduct  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  in  removing  the  public  money  from 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  in  the  year  1833? 

“The  question  being  objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann, 
and  the  question  stated,  shall  said  interrogatory  be 
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propounded?  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  fol- 
lows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Campbell,  Lin- 
coln, Wise — 4. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Hannegan,  Parks,  Mann 

— 1. 

“Mr.  Wise  then  submitted  the  following  ques- 
tion to  be  propounded  to  the  witness,  viz: 

“2.  Do  you  know  whether  the  president  con- 
sulted or  advised  with  Reuben  M.  Whitney  or 
Amos  Kendall  as  to  that  measure,  and  what  influ- 
ence those  persons  had  upon  the  president  in  tak- 
ing that  step? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann;  and  the  question  be- 
ing stated,  shall  said  interrogatory  be  propounded? 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 
“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hanne- 
gan, Parks,  Mann — 5. 

“Mr.  Wise  also  submitted  the  following  to  be 
propounded  to  the  witness: 

“3.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  your  official 
relations  to  the  government  woro  disturbed  by  the 
active  interference  of  said  Whitney  and  Kendall,  or 
either  of  them,  with  the  opinions  of  the  president 
in  relation  to  that  measure? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann;  and  the  question 
being  stated,  shall  said  interrogatory  be  propound- 
ed? it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 
“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 
“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Hannegan,  Parks,  Mann, 
Muhlenberg — 5. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Woodbury: 

“2.  Will  you  please  furnish  this  committee  with 
a copy  or  copies  of  the  papers  in  the  treasury  de- 
partment, or  in  your  possession,  particularly  the 
report  of  Mr.  Littlefield,  the  collector,  in  relation 
to  the  removal  of  David  Melvill  from  the  office  of 
weigher  and  gauger  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann;  and  on  the  question 
being  stated,  shall  said  interrogatory  be  propound- 
ed? it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 
“Ayes — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Campbell,  Lincoln, 
Wise— 4. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Hannegan,  Mann,  Parks, 
Chaney— 5. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise,  to  Mr.  Woodbury: 

“3.  Please  state  all  that  you  know  in  relation  to 
the  removal  of  David  Melvill  from  the  office  of 
weigher  and  gauger  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  and 
the  reasons  for  said  removal. 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann;  and  the  question  be- 
ing stated,  shall  the  interrogatory  be  propounded? 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 
“Nays— Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan, 
Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — 6. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Woodbury: 

“5.  Are  the  papers  which  you  did  not  commu- 
nicate to  the  senate,  because  they  are  confidential, 
on  the  files  of  the  treasury  department;  and  was  the 
report  of  the  collector,  Littlefield,  included  in  the 
number  of  papers  considered  confidential? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann;  and  on  the  question, 
shall  said  interrogatory  be  propounded?  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 
“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Parks,  Mann,  Chaney, 
Muhlenberg — 5. 

“Mr.  Wise  proposed  the  following  question,  to  be 
propounded  to  the  hon.  Aaron  Yanderpoel,  of  the 
house,  a witness  present,  viz: 

“1.  Did  you  inform  any  member  or  members  of 
the  house  of  representatives  that  the  president  de- 
sired or  preferred  that  the  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  on  the  17th  of  January,  under  which  this 
committee  is  appointed,  should  be  passed;  and,  if 
so,  by  what  authority  did  you  give  such  informa- 
tion? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks;  and  on  the  question 
being  stated,  shall  said  interrogatory  be  propound- 
ed? it  was  decided  in  the  negative  as  follows: 

, “Aye — Mr.  Wise— 1. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Campbell,  Hanne- 
gan. Parks,  Lincoln,  Mann,  Chaney — 7. 

“Mr.  Wise  proposed  the  following  question,  to 
be  propounded  to  Mr.  Yanderpoel,  viz: 

“2.  Did  the  president  of  the  United  States  inform 
you,  or  intimate  to  you,  or  to  any  one  else  in  your 
knowledge,  that  he  desired  that  the  resolution  of 
the  17th  of  January,  under  which  this  committee 
was  appointed,  should  be  passed  by  the  house? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann;  and  on  the  question 
being  stated,  shall  said  interrogatory  be  propound- 
ed? it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 
“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Wise — 2. 

“Nays — Messrs  .Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan, 
Parks,  Lincoln,  Mann,  Chaney — 7.  ■ 

“Honorable  James  Standefer,  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, being  present,  Mr.  Wise  proposed  the 
following  question: 


“Question  by  Mr.  AVise  to  Mr.  Standefer: 

“1.  Please  state  all  that  you  know  respecting  a 
letter  that  was  written,  some  time  during  the  year 
1834,  to  Benjamin  F.  Curry,  then  acting  as  agent 
of  the  government,  in  treating  with  the  Cherokee 
Indians,  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  re- 
specting yourself;  whether  said  letter  was  not  used 
publicly,  by  said  Curry,  against  your  election  to 
congress;  and  whether  he  was  not  influenced  by  the 
president  in  electioneering  against  you  as  a candi- 
date? and  state  the  purport  of  said  letter,  as  exhi- 
bited to  you  and  to  crowds  in  your  district. 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  rejected  by  the 
following  vote: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Wise — 2. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Parks,  Lincoln,  Mann, 
Chaney — 5. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Lincoln  to  Mr.  Standefer: 

“2.  Did  Benjamin  F.  Curry,  an  Indian  agent,  in 
the  last  congressional  canvass  in  your  district,  pub- 
licly exhibit  a letter  which  he  represented  to  be  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
to  prejudice  your  claims  to  favorable  consideration 
as  a candidate  in  tho  election? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  as  fol- 
lows: 

“Ayes — -Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise — 2. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — 3. 
“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Towns: 

“2.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  or 
from  any  of  the  officers  or  agents  of  the  executive 
branch  of  this  government,  whether  they,  or  either 
of  them,  are  now,  or  have  been,  interested  person- 
ally in  purchasing  or  speculating  in  the  reservations 
of  Creek  or  other  Indians;  and,  if  either  of  them, 
who? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  by  the 
following  vote: 

“Aye — Mr.  Wise— 1. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Parks,  Mann,  Cha- 
ney— 4. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Towns: 

“3.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  been  informed  by 
him,  whether  the  hon.  John  Forsyth,  secretary  of 
state,  is  now,  or  has  been,  personally  interested  in 
purchasing  or  speculating  in  the  reservations  of  the 
Creeks  or  other  Indians? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  by  the 
following  vote: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Wise — 2. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — 3. 
“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Air.  Towns: 

“4.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  or 
from  information  derived  from  either  of  them,  whe- 
ther John  J.  Abert,  whilst  agent  of  the  government 
to  locate  the  reservations  under  the  treaty  of  1832, 
with  the  Creek  Indians,  was  personally  interested 
and  engaged  in  purchasing  and  speculating  in  said 
reservations;  and,  if  so,  whether  John  Forsyth,  se- 
cretary of  state,  was  interested,  in  like  manner, 
with  said  Abert,  or  others? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  by  the 
following  vote,  the  committee  being  equally  divided: 
“Ayes— Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Campbell,  Wise 
—3. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — 3. 
“Question  by  Air.  Mann  to  Mr.  Towns: 

“5.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  by 
information  derived  from  him,  whether  J.  J.  Abert, 
whilst  agent  of  the  government  to  locate  the  reser- 
vations under  the  treaty  of  1832,  with  the  Creek  In- 
dians, was  personally  interested  and  engaged  in 
purchasing  such  reservations? 

“Answer  by  Mr.  Towns: 

“I  do  not  know,  of  my  own  knowledge,  or  from 
information  derived  from  J.  J.  Abert,  or  any  other 
source,  that  he  was  personally  interested  and  en- 
gaged in  purchasing  Indian  reservations  under  the 
treaty  of  1832,  with  the  Creek  Indians. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Lewis: 

“4.  Was  there  not  a contract  entered  into  by  J. 
and  L.  Joseph  & Co.  of  New  York,  and  R.  J.  Phil- 
lips, of  Philadelphia,  on  the  one  part,  and  William 
D.  Lewis  and  others,  on  the  other  part,  early  in  the 
month  of  November,  183-5,  or  about  that  time,  to 
operate  in  the  purchase  of  stock  in  the  Morris  ca- 
nal and  banking  company,  the  latter  parties  agree- 
ing to  furnish  funds  to  a large  amount;  and  were 
not  the  funds  drawn  from  the  Girard  bank,  and  fur- 
nished monthly  from  November  to  April  succeed- 
ing, inclusive;  and  was  not  the  account  closed  in 
June,  1836,  by  paying  over  to  you  (William  D. 
Lewis,  and  others)  your  share  of  the  profit;  if  so, 
how  many  thousand  dollars;  and  was  not  Reuben 
M.  Whitney,  agent  of  the  Girard  bank  to  transact 
its  business  with  the  treasury  department,  concern- 
ed with  you  and  others  in  said  speculation  and  pro- 
fits? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Pearce,  and  rejected  by  the 
following  vote: 

i “Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 


“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Aluhlenberg,  Hannegan, 
Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — 6. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Air.  Lewis: 

“5.  Had  you  not  a correspondence  with  Reuben 
M.  Whitney,  in  the  autumn  of  1835,  in  relation  to 
a speculation  in  Morris  canal  and  banking  company 
stock,  and  with  reference  to  his  procuring  a por- 
tion of  the  public  revenue  to  be  placed  in  said  bank 
for  the  purpose  of  enhancing  the  value  of  its  stock, 
to  favor  your  profits  and  his;  and  did  not  Mr.  Whit- 
ney give  you  reason  to  believe  that  he  could  so  pro- 
cure a portion  of  the  public  revenue  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  by  the 
following  vote: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 
“Nays- — Messrs.  Pearce,  Parks,  Mann,  Hanne- 
gan— 4. 

“No  other  question  was  propounded. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Hobbie: 

“Do  you  know,  of  your  knowledge,  or  from  the 
information  derived  from  them,  whether  any  offi- 
cers or  agents  of  the  treasury  department,  or  of  any 
other  executive  department,  since  the  4th  of  March, 
1829,  have  been  interested  or  concerned  in  purchas- 
ing or  speculating  in  the  public  lands?  if  so,  state 
all  that  you  know  or  are  informed  of,  by  the  officers 
or  agents  themselves,  as  to  their  purchasers  and 
speculations  aforesaid. 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Hannegan,  and  rejected  by 
the  following  vote: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Campbell,  Lincoln, 
Wise — 4. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Hannegan,  Parks,  Mann, 
Chaney — 5. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Hobbie: 

“6.  Please  state  all  that  you  know  respecting  the 
removal  of  B.  H.  Wheeler  from  the  office  of  post- 
master at  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

“Objected  to  by  Air.  Mann,  and  rejected  bv  the 
following  vote: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 
“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Campbell,  Parks,  Mann, 
Chaney — 5. 

“Question  by  Air.  Wise  to  Mr.  Hobbie: 

“7.  Do  you  know  whether  a postmaster  in  one  of 
the  New  England  states  did,  or  did  not,  write  to  the 
post  office  department  that  he  wished  to  remove 
some  distance,  say  twenty  or  thirty  miles  from  his 
office,  but  wished  to  retain  his  office  as  postmaster, 
saying  he  would  have  the  duties  of  the  office  dis- 
charged by  a clerk,  and  that  he  could  still  assist  to 
re-elect  general  Jackson;  and  did  you  yourself  not 
write  a letter  in  reply,  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  do 
as  he  requested,  and  encouraging  him  to  do  all  he 
could  to  electioneer  for  general  Jackson? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  as  fol- 
lows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Lincoln,  Wise, 
Campbell — 4. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Parks,  Mann,  Chaney 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Forsyth: 

“3.  Did  you,  or  not,  exert  your  influence,  per- 
sonal or  official,  with  any  senator  or  other  person, 
to  have  the  treaty  ratified  with  said  stipulation  as 
to  the  Golphin  claim;  or  with  any  person,  an  offi- 
cer or  agent,  or  not,  of  the  government,  to  have 
said  stipulation  inserted  in  said  treaty? 

“Objected  to  by  Air.  Parks,  and  rejected  by  the 
following  vote: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Chaney, 
Wise— 4. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Parks, 
Mann — 4. 

“Question  by  Mr.  AVise  to  Mr.  Forsyth: 

“4.  Did  you  not,  whilst  governor  of  the  state  of 
Georgia,  recommend  the  Golphin  claim  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  Georgia  legislature? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  rejected  by  the 
following  vote: 

“Aye — Mr.  Wise. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Campbell, 
Parks,  Lincoln,  Alann,  Chaney — 7. 

“Question  by  Wise  to  Mr.  Forsyth: 

“6.  Have  you,  or  not,  been  directly  or  indirectly 
interested  or  concerned  in  the  purchase  of,  and  in 
speculating  in,  the  reservations  of  Creek  or  other 
Indians,  since  you  have  been  in  the  office  of  secre- 
tary of  state? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Alann,  and  rejected  by  the 
following  vote: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 
“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Campbell,  Parks,  Mann, 
Chaney — 5. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Pearce: 

■ “Will  you  please  state  all  that  you  know  respect- 
ing the  causes,  reasons  and  influences,  which  were 
brought  to  bear,  or  operated  on  the  collector,  Air. 
Littlefield,  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island:  or  upon  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  removing  David  Mel- 
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vill,  a weigher  and  guager  under  said  collector, 
from  the  said  office  of  weigher  and  gauger? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  rejected  as  fol- 
lows, Mr.  Pearce  being  excused  from  voting : 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 
“Nays — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Parks,  Mann,  Cha- 
ney— 4. 

“Questions  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Kendall: 

“2.  Do  you  know  whether  the  president  of  the 
United  States  did  or  did  not  communicate  to  you 
and  to  Reuben  M.  Whitney  his  intention  to  re- 
move the  deposites  before  he  advised  with  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury;  and  whether  he  did  not 
approve  of  R.  M.  Whitney  as  contemplated  agent  of 
the  deposite  banks  to  be  selected  before  their  se- 
lection? 

Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  as  follows: 
“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Wise — 2. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Parks, 
Mann,  Chaney— 5. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Kendall: 

“4.  Please  state  to  this  committee  all  you  know 
respecting  the  formation  of  a club  called  the  hick- 
ory club,  composed  of  officers  of  the  government  in 
this  city;  state  its  organization,  its  design,  and  its 
means  of  operation;  whether  its  members  were  offi- 
cers and  agents  of  the  executive  departments;  by 
whom  it  was  organized;  whether  its  design  was  to 
influence  the  elections  of  the  people;  and  whether 
its  means  were  derived,  or  not,  in  part  from  the 
salaries  of  executive  officers? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  rejected  as  fol- 
lows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Wise — 2. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan, 
Parks,  Lincoln,  Mann,  Chaney — 7. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Kendall: 

“Do  you  know  whether  any  officers  or  agents  of 
the  executive  departments  have  ever  formed  politi- 
cal combinations  to  control  the  elections  of  the 
people,  and  to  influence  the  public  press? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  adopted  as  fol- 
low's: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Campbell, 
Lincoln,  Wise — 5. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Hannegan,  Parks,  Mann,  Cha- 
ney— M'. 

“Answer  by  Mr.  Kendall: 

“I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  combinations  of 
public  officers  for  the  objects  stated  in  the  question, 
nor  of  any  combinations  of  which  public  officers 
formed  a part,  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  pro- 
mote objects  of  a general  character,  by  discussion  of 
principles,  without  regard  to  men. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Kendall: 

“6.  Will  you  please  to  state  what  combinations 
you  know  of  to  promote  objects  of  a general  char- 
acter, of  which  public  officers  formed  a part;  the 
character  of  those  combinations;  whether  they  were 
political  or  not;  whether  favorable  or  not  to  this 
administration,  and  to  the  election  of  Martin  Van 
Buren  to  the  presidency;  and  whether  they  aimed 
to  procure  the  government  patronage  for  their  ob- 
jects? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  rejected  as  fol- 
lows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 
“Nays — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan,  Parks, 
Mann, Chaney — 5. 

“Question  bv  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Kendall: 

“S.  Will  you  please  look  upon  the  paper  handed 
you,  and  state  what  you  know  respecting  the  facts 
therein  spoken  of? 

“The  paper  alluded  to  is  in  the  following  words, 
viz: 

‘‘Story  of  the  Indian  reservations. 

“Some  years  ago,  certain  tracts  ol  land,  situated 
principally  or  wholly  in  the  state  of  Mississippi, 
were  reserved  by  congress  (or  by  Indian  treaty,  to 
which  congress  assented)  for  the  use  of  the  Indians, 
and  to  be  disposed  of  by  them,  and  for  their  benefit, 
whenever  the  president  of  the  United  States  should 
give  his  assent  to  such  sale  and  transfer,  (not  other- 
wise). These  lands  were  known  to  be  very  valua- 
ble, and  the  poor  Indians  could  be  easily  enough 
managed;  perhaps  they  had,  or  were  about  to  leave 
the  east  for  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  river; 
but  how  to  obtain  the  assent  of  the  president  to  so 
large  a sale  of  Indian  lands  to  a company  of  specula- 
tors, seemed  a more  difficult  matter.  A company 
was  formed  in  Boston  two  or  three  years  ago,  with, 
it  is  believed,  a capital  of  $300,000,  to  try  to  effect 
this  object.  Amos  Binney,  esq.  was  a leading  man 
in  the  company;  and  it  is  believed  that  Brodhead, 
navy  agent  in  Boston,  was  another;  and  various 
other  individuals  had  a greater  or  less  interest  in  it; 
but  what  did,  as  is  bplievcd,  obtain  the  president’s 
assent  to  the  sale  and  transfer,  was  the  admission  of 
Amos  Kendall,  at  present  postmaster  general,  into 
the  concern;  he  to  have  one-third  part  of  the  profits 
of  the  speculation  when  it  shall  be  closed  up,  with- 


out, in  fact,  paying  one  dollar  of  the  consideration, 
although  he  may  appear  to  have  paid  his  part  as 
well  as  all  the  others.  Yet  the  agreement  of  the  other 
partners  with  Mr.  Kendall  was,  that  they  would 
furnish  the  money  to  pay  his  one-third  part  of  the 
consideration,  free  from  interest,  provided  he  (Ken- 
dall) would  obtain  the  assent  of  the  president  to 
the  sale,  and  would,  when  requested  so  to  do  by  the 
other  partners,  go  to  the  lands  and  transact  such 
matters  and  things  relating  to  their  common  interest 
as  the  company  might  deem  expedient.  The  lands 
were  purchased  by  the  company;  therefore,  we  are 
to  infer  that  Mr.  Kendall  did  obtain  the  president’s 
assent  to  the  sale;  but  Mr.  Kendall  was  not,  and 
probably  will  not  be  called  on  for  any  further  services. 
Those  interested  in  the  purchase,  speak  confidently 
of  their  expectation  of  realizing,  at  the  end  of  the 
sales,  three  or  four  dollars  for  everyone  invested. 
The  people  of  the  United  States,  by  this  transaction, 
have  not  been  defrauded  or  overreached;  but  the 
interest  of  the  Indians  in  these  reservations  has  pro- 
bably been  obtained  by  this  company  for  less  than 
half  its  market  value.  How  far  the  president  should 
guard  the  interest  of  the  Indians,  is  for  him  and 
congress  to  determinej  poaaibly  it  may  have  some 
connexion  with  his  oath  of  office.  But  if  the  inter- 
est of  the  Indians  must  or  may  be  sacrified,  shall 
it  be  done  for  the  benefit  of  a few  favorites,  and  at 
the  sole  suggestion  of  one  individual,  himself  more 
deeply  interested  than  any  other?  February  9, 
1837. 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  as  fol- 
lows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 
“Nays — Messrs.  Hannegan,  Muhlenberg,  Pearce, 
Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — 6. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Kendall: 

“Have  you,  or  not,  since  you  have  been  fourth 
auditor  and  postmaster  general,  or  since  you  have 
been  an  executive  officer  of  this  government,  been 
editor,  proprietor,  or  part  owner,  or  publisher,  joint, 
or  sole,  of  a newspaper  called  the  Globe,  or  other 
newspaper  published  in  this  District  or  in  the  United 
States?  If  so,  state  whether  you  have  or  have  not 
written  editorial  articles  for  the  same;  and  whether 
you  have  had  or  exercised  a control  or  not  over  its 
general  course  in  politics. 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Hannegan,  and  rejected  as 
follows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 
“Nays — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan,  Parks, 
Mann,  Chaney — 5. 

“No  further  questions  were  propounded  to  the 
witness. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Littlefield: 

“1.  Please  state  to  this  committee  all  that  you 
know  respecting  the  conduct  of  David  Melvill, 
whilst  in  the  office  of  weigher  and  gauger,  at  New- 
port, Rhode  Island,  and  respecting  his  removal  from 
that  office,  and  the  action  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  thereon. 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Pearce,  and  rejected  by  the 
following  vote: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Wise — 2. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Paries,  Mann — 3. 
“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw: 

“1.  Is  Amos  Kendall  now,  or  has  he  been,  since 
he  has  been  an  executive  officer,  a member  of  any 
company  for  the  purchase  of  the  public  lands?  If 
so,  state  what  company,  and  the  extent  of  his  in- 
terest. 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann  and  rejected: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 
“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Mann,  Chaney — 3. 
“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw: 

“2.  Did  the  said  Amos  Kendall  apply  to  become 
a member  of' said  company,  or  was  he  applied  to  by 
said  company,  or  any  of  its  members,  to  become  a 
member? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Pearce  and  rejected: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 
“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Mann,  Chaney — 3. 
“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw: 

“3.  Did  the  said  Amos  Kendall  make  any  ad- 
vance to  the  capital  stock  of  said  company?  And, 
if  so,  in  what  manner  was  the  sum  procured  and 
advanced? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann  and  rejected: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3 
“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Mann,  Chaney — 3. 
“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw: 

“4.  What  advantage  or  benefit  was  contemplated 
from  the  said  Amos  Kendall  becoming  a member  of 
said  company? 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Pearce,  and  rejected: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  AVise — 3. 
“Nays — Messrs.  Pearce,  Mann,  Chaney — 3. 
“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw: 

“5.  Did  said  Amos  Kendall  at  any  time,  and,  if' 
so,  when,  apply  to  be  released  from  said  company? 
And,  if  so,  what  reasons  did  he  assign  therefor? 


“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  AVise — 3. 

“Nays — Messrs  Pearce,  Mann,  Chaney — 3. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw: 

“9.  Have  you  any  information  of  persons  inter- 
ested with  Mr.  Kendall  in  the  profits  of  buying  and 
selling  public  lands?  If  so,  state  what. 

“Answer  by  Mr.  Henshaw: 

“I  have  no  information  of  any  persons  interested 
at  this  time  with  Mr.  Kendall  in  the  profits  of  buy- 
ing and  selling  public  lands. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw: 

“10.  Have  you  any  information  of  persons  who 
have  been  interested  with  Mr.  Kendall,  since  he 
has  been  an  executive  officer,  in  the  profits  of  buy- 
ing and  selling  public  lands?  If  so,  state  what. 

“Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  rejected  as  fol- 
lows: 

“Ayes — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Wise — 2. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Hannegan,  Parks,  Mann,  Cha- 
ney— 3.” 

In  this  exhibit  of  catechism  we  see  neither  con- 
sistency, nor  propriety,  nor  liberality,  nor  fairness, 
in  propo.mUing  or  rejecting  interrogatories.  Some 
questions  are  propounded  to  some  witnesses,  which, 
in  substance  the  same,  are  rejected  as  to  others. 
Subjects  of  inquiry  of  the  deepest  interest  to  the 
public  were  peremptorily  excluded  from  investaga- 
tiou.  Mr.  AVoodbury,  for  example,  was  not  per- 
mitted to  respond  as  to  the  removal  of  David  Mel- 
vill, or  to  explain  why  it  was  that  he  could  com- 
municate one  paper  and  withhold  another  from 
congress,  touching  the  same  matter,  because  one 
was  confidential,  the  other  not.  Mr.  Duane  had 
been  called  before  one  committee  of  investigation, 
and  an  answer  had  been  returned  to  him  there, 
because  it  was  too  full  for  the  limited  resolution  under 
which  that  committee  was  appointed;  he  was  called 
before  this  committee  to  testify  as  to  the  grossest 
abuses  on  the  part  of  the  president  in  recognizing 
and  consulting  with  unknown  and  irresponsible 
private  persons,  of  doubtful  character,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  those  who  were  his  regular  cabinet  coun- 
sellors and  constitutional  advisers,  and  the  majority 
would  not  permit  him  to  testify  at  all,  because  he 

HAD  BEEN  CALLED  BEFORE  THE  OTHER  COMMIT- 
TEE, WHICH  HAD  ALSO  REFUSED  TO  ALLOW  HIM 
OR  ANY  OTHER  WITNESS  TO  TESTIFY  AT  ALL  ON 

the  subject  of  abuses.  Mr.  Vanderpoel,  of  N. 
York,  was  called  to  testify  whether  he  had  not,  as 
as  was  known,  to  a member  of  the  committee,  re- 
presented THAT  THE  PRESIDENT  DESIRED  THE 
RESOLUTION  OF  THE  I?!!!  JANUARY,  UNDER 
WHICH  THIS  COMMITTEE  W'AS  APPOINTED,  TO 
PASS,  AND  NOT  THE  AMENDMENT  REQUIRING 

specific  charges,  which  was  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Island;  and  to  testify,  also,  as 
to  what  authority  he  had  for  making  this  represen- 
tation to  members;  and  the  majority  refused  to  hear 
him.  Mr.  Standefer  was  called,  as  stated  to  the 
committee,  to  prove  that  the  president  of  the  U. 
States  bad  written  letters  to  Benjamin  F.  Curry, 
an  Indian  agent,  which  letters  W'ere  used,  and  in- 
tended to  be  used,  by  that  subordinate  executive 
officer,  publicly,  against  the  election  to  congress  of 
Mr.  Standefer;  that  these  letters  were  read  publicly 
by  this  agent  to  crowds  of  the  people  in  Mr.  Stande- 
fer’s  district,  in  Tennessee:  that  there  was  strong  cir- 
cumstantial evidence  to  prove  that  this  was  done 
with  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  the  presi- 
dent; and  yet  the  majority  would  not  examine  this 
witness,  because  the  conduct  of  the  president  teas  not 
involved  in  the  inquiry  under  the  resolution,  as  it  was 
alleged  he  was  not  an  officer  or  agent  of  the  execu- 
tive departments. 

And  the  witness,  Littlefield,  was  sent  for  hun- 
dreds of  miles  for  the  known  object  of  telling  all  he 
knew  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  David  Melvill, 
at  considerable  expense  and  trouble,  and  when  he 
arrived  he  was  permitted  to  testify  only  as  to  some 
stale  charges  against  that  injured  man,  supported 
only  by  ex  parte  proof,  taken  without  notice  to 
him,  and  trumped  up  long  since  his  removal  for  the 
obvious  purpose  of  punishing  him  for  daring  to 
complain  of  wrongs  already  inflicted.  Although 
there  are  highly  penal  laws  of  the  United  States 
against  any  class  of  executive  officers  being  con- 
cerned in  trade,  or  in  the  purchase  of  public  lands  or 
other  public  property,  (see  Gordon’s  Digest,  page 
30),  and  although  the  charge  w:as  made  that  offi- 
cers prohibited  by  law  from  thus  trading  and  pur- 
chasing public  lands,  and  other  public  property, 
were,  and  had  been,  constantly  speculating  on 
their  official  influence;  and  although  there  is  the 
most  obvious  impropriety  and  incompatibility  in 
any  head  of  any  department  being  thus  tempted 
and  tempting  in  his  place,  yet  the  subjects  of  deal- 
ing and  speculating  in  Indian  reservations,  wdierein 
there  is  much  foul  fraud  daily  practised  on  tribes  ot 
unprotected  savages,  whom  the  United  States  are 
bound  to  protect,  and  on  this  government  itself. 
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and  whence  have,  no  doubt,  sprung  such  disastrous 
wars;  and  of  dealing  and  speculating  in  public  lands, 
whence,  it  is  supposed,  has  been  generated  so  much 
corruption  and  bribery  among  the  officers  of  the 
government  of  every  description,  and  private  citi- 
zens of  all  classes,  were  sealed  subjects  in  this  com- 
mittee. 

The  majority,  too,  it  is  proper  to  state,  showed 
as  little  industry  as  zeal  in  prosecuting  the  inves- 
tigations of  the  committee.  They  generally  voted 
to° adjourn  to  the  latest  day;  they  could  not  be  got 
to  meet  more  than  once  a day:  a resolution  was 
passed  to  meet  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.  and  7 P.  M.; 
one  night  session  was  held  on  the  16th  February, 
another  attempted  on  the  7th;  but  two  members 
(Mr.  Lincoln  and  Mr.  Wise)  attended,  and  the 
resolution  to  meet  twice  in  twenty-four  hours  was 
repealed  before  it  operated  twice.  Such  has  been, 
in  general,  the  course  of  the  committee.  Such  was 
to  have  been  expected  to  be  its  course  from  the 
moment  of  its  appointment.  Six  friends  of  the  ex- 
ecutive to  three  of  the  opposition  were  placed  upon 
it  by  the  speaker,  who  is  supposed  to  owe  his  elec- 
tion to  the  influence  of  the  president  over  a house 
where  there  is  an  overwhelming  majority  in  favor 
of  the  administration;  and  of  these  six,  several  were 
known,  by  their  speeches  on  the  floor,  to  be  utterly 
opposed  to  the  resolution  under  which  the  commit- 
tee was  appointed,  and  to  the  investigation  which 
that  resolution  instituted. 

But  the  appointments  and  labors  of  the  commit- 
tee have  not  been  in  vain.  Though  their  inquiry 
has  had  to  contend  with  the  power  and  popularity 
of  the  president — with  the  majority  which  his  name 
and  influence  held  in  the  house — with  his  official 
machinery  there — with  the  committee  created  to 
smother  its  efforts — with  an  unprecedented  resist- 
ance to  its  powers  by  the  departments — with  one 
of  the  worst  evils  of  the  times,  that  gag-law  with 
which  patronage  rules  the  silence  of  the  best  wit- 
nesses— with  the  heaviest  masses  and  burdens  of 
papers,  with  which  any  bureau  usually  covers  up 
calls  for  information,  and  baffles  all  attempts  at 
analysis  or  synopsis,  except  when  a partial  con- 
cealment or  a labored  self-acquittal  is  meant— with 
shortness  of  time,  six  weeks,  in  which  to  examine  the 
most  momentous  and  voluminous  subjects,  the  wit- 
nesses scattered  hundreds  and  thousands  of  miles 
over  the  United  States,  during  the  winter  season — 
and  though  the  house  discharged  from  attendance 
the  main  witness  of  all,  as  to  one  of  the  most  se- 
rious charges  against  a department,  and  the  com- 
mittee has  since  refused  to  cause  him  (R.  M.  Whit- 
ney) to  be  summoned  under  a resolution  stating 
the  strongest  special  reason  for  taking  his  testimo- 
ny, (see  journal,  page  — ■),  yet,  in  spite  of  every 
obstacle,  the  investigation  has  developed  many  and 
important  facts  which  it  becomes  every  man  in  the 
nation  to  know. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  undersigned,  also,  to  present 
the  facts  of  another  transaction,  which  involves  the 
conduct  of  the  secretary  of  state.  Reference  is 
made  to  the  facts  simply,  without  comment  or  the 
expression  of  an  opinion.  A treaty,  or  pretended 
treaty,  was  concluded  at  New  Echota,  Georgia,  on 
the  2Dth  day  of  December,  1835,  by  general  Wil- 
liam Carroll  and  John  F.  Sehermerhorn,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs,  headmen 
and  people,  as  was  said,  of  the  Cherokee  tribe  of 
Indians.  V/hilst  the  commissioners  of  the  United 
States  were  acting,  application  was  made  to  them 
to  insert  an  article  in  that  treaty  binding,  this  go- 
vernment to  pay  a claim,  commonly  called  the 
Golphin  claim.  A synopsis  of  that  claim  is 
herewith  presented  in  the  form  of  the  following 
letter  to  the  commissioners: 

“Hon.  Win.  Carroll  and  hon.Jno.  F.  Sehermerhorn: 

“Gentlemen:  The  Cherokee  Indians  having, 
in  a late  treaty  concluded  by  you  as  commissioners 
of  the  United  States  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
expressed  their  wish  that  certain  traders  might  be 
paid  their  just  debts,  which  were  stipulated  to  be 
paid  by  the  treaty  of  1773,  I have  taken  the  liberty 
oflaying  before  you  a short  history  of  them,  being 
more  full  than  heretofore  communicated  to  you. 

“From  the  year  1761,  till  the  date  of  the  treaty, 
in  1773,  these  traders  had  furnished  the  ordinary 
supplies  to  the  Indians,  on  the  faith  and  credit  of 
the  Creek  and  Cherokee  nations;  that,  being  in 
great  distress  and  poverty,  the  Indians  implored 
the  British  crown  to  accept  of  a cession  of  their 
lands,  (now  Wilkes  county,  in  the  state  of  Geor- 
gia), to  the  end  that  their  traders  might  be  paid  their 
debts,  an.l  enabled  to  furnish  them  (the  Indians) 
with  goods  as  usual.  Accordingly,  in  December, 
1772,  the  colonial  governor  of  Georgia  was  in- 
structed to  hold  a treaty  in  compliance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Indians,  by  which  instructions  it  ap- 
pears that  the  British  crown  was  not  to  be  pledged, 
on  any  account,  for  the  payment  of  those  debts, 
but  that  the  lands  intended  to  be  ceded  were  to  be 


sold,  and  the  proceeds  applied,  in  the  first  place,  to 
the  extinguishment  of  those  debts,  and  the  surplus 
appropriated  to  the  defence  of  the  colony. 

“The  treaty  was  made  in  1773,  and  contains  but 
a single  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  British  go- 
vernment, which  was  the  payment  of  the  debts  due 
to  the  Indian  traders  from  the  sale  of  the  ceded 
lands. 

“At  the  date  of  the  treaty,  the  Indian  traders  not 
only  released  the  British  government,  but  also  the 
Indians,  from  all  liability  on  account  of  the  debts  of 
the  latter. 

“The  colonial  government  of  Georgia,  acting  in 
obedience  to  instructions,  appointed  a commission 
to  execute  the  treaty,  by  selling  the  lands  compre- 
hended in  the  treaty,  and  ascertaining  the  amount 
that  was  respectively  due  to  the  Indian  traders 
when  the  war  of  the  revolution  broke  out. 

“Before,  however,  this  event  happened,  on  the 
2d  May,  1775,  George  Golphin,  who  was  an  Indian 
trader,  and  held  by  assignment  the  claims  of  other 
Indian  traders,  obtained  a liquidation  of  his  claims 
to  the  amount  of  £9,791  15s.  5 d.  of  the  currency 
of  the  then  province  of  Georgia;  which  sum  was 
again  guarantied  to  be  paid  according  to  the  stipu- 
lation of  the  treaty. 

“The  effect  of  the  revolutionary  war  was  to  place 
beyond  the  power  of  the  British  government  the 
performance  of  the  treaty  by  the  means  therein 
specified.  But  a part  of  these  traders,  who  were 
loyal  to  the  crown  during  that  contest,  were  after- 
wards paid  by  the  British  government,  notwith- 
standing the  release  heretofore  referred  to. 

“Pending  the  negotiation  at  Paris,  in  1783,  a 
memorial  was  laid  before  the  American  commis- 
sioners, in  behalf  of  certain  merchants  trading  to 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  asking  for  indemnifi- 
cation. for  debts  due  to  them  from  the  Creek  and 
Cherokee  Indians,  for  the  payment  of  which  a tract 
of  land  was  ceded  in  Georgia  in  1773. 

“As  the  American  commissioners  had  no  autho- 
rity to  admit  or  deny  the  justice  of  the  claims,  they 
were  transmitted  to  congress. 

“It  is  believed  that  congress  never  acted  on  this 
subject;  or,  if  it  did,  such  action  was  adversely  to 
the  claims  of  the  memorialists;  for  we  find  that,  in 
July,  1788,  an  act  of  the  British  parliament  was 
passed,  creating  a commission  to  inquire  into  the 
claims  of  sufferers  by  the  cession  of  Georgia  to  the 
Americans. 

“And  in  1790,  the  sum  of  £49,536,  with  interest 
at  the  rate  of  four  per  centum,  was  appropriated  for 
the  payment  of  claims  on  lands  in  Georgia  ceded  to 
the  Americans. 

“Under  the  expectation  of  being  indemnified  by 
these  acts  of  parliament,  the  representative  of 
George  Golphin  employed  Charles  Goodwin,  esq.  a 
distinguished  lawyer  of  South  Carolina,  now  de- 
ceased, to  go  to  London  and  receive  the  amount  of 
his  ancestor’s  just  debt,  under  these  acts  of  parlia- 
ment. The  mission  of  Mr.  Goodwin  resulted  in  a 
failure,  not  on  account  of  the  justice  of  the  debts  of 
Golphin,  but  the  obnexiousness  of  his  conduct  du- 
ring the  revolutionary  struggle. 

“On  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  the  exertions  of 
those  interested  in  these  claims  have  been  equally 
unsuccessful.  It  did  seem  equitable  that  when 
Georgia  had  acquired  jurisdiction  over  the  ceded 
territory  in  question,  she  ought  to  have  paid  these 
debts.  Acting,  probably,  under  this  conviction, 
this  state,  in  1780,  passed  an  act  requiring  such  In- 
dian traders  who  were  friendly  to  the  independence 
of  the  colonies,  and  had  claims  on  the  Indians,  for 
the  payment  of  which  the  county  of  Wilkes  was 
ceded,  that  they  lay  them  before  the  than,  or  some 
future  legislature;  and  whatever  was  found  to  be 
due  was  to  be  paid  in  treasury  certificates,  payable 
in  two,  three  and  four  years,  bearing  interest  at  six 
per  centum. 

“Holding  forth,  as  this  act  did,  a pledge  that  this 
debt  of  Golphin,  and  all  such  like,  would  be  paid, 
his  representatives  have  again  and  again  petitioned 
the  legislature  of  Georgia.  The  uniform  course  of 
that  legislature  has  been  to  receive  the  petitions, 
raise  a committee,  who  report  favorably,  and  then 
lay  it  on  the  table  for  the  balance  of  the  session. 
None  ever  questioned  the  justice  of  the  debt,  or  the 
firm  and  devoted  attachment  of  George  Golphin  to 
the  liberties  of  his  country. 

“However  unfaithfully  the  state  of  Georgia  may 
seem  to  have  acted  on  this  subject,  her  conduct 
will  be  probably  justified  by  these  considerations; 
she  did  not,  by  her  own  individual  act,  defeat  the 
fulfilment  of  the  treaty  of  1773,  but  that  it  was  de- 
feated by  the  act  of  the  United  States,  as  it  was  a 
war  of  all  the  states  united. 

“And  more  especially  that,  as  the  state  of  Geor- 
gia, as  early  as  1733,  had  set  apart  for  the  soldiery 
and  other  troops  this  same  territory  of  Wilkes 
county,  (being  then  her  only  valuable  and  unlocat- 


ed lands  to  w'hich  the  Indian  title  was  then  extin- 
guished), for  the  purpose  of  fulfilling  her  engage- 
ments to  the  continental  troops. 

“That  afterwards,  in  1784,  when  her  territory 
was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  two  other  counties, 
a large  section  of  her  fertile  lands  was  reserved,  lor 
the  space  of  twelve  months,  ‘lor  the  officers,  sea- 
men and  soldiers  who  were  entitled  to  lands  in  that 
state  by  any  resolve  of  congress,  or  act  or  resolve 
of  that  state.’ 

“That,  still  finding  the  bounties  promised  to  the 
continental  soldiers  could  not  be  located  by  reason 
of  the  smallness  of  the  territory  above  referred  to,' 
Georgia  afterwards,  in  1785,  declared  that  another 
portion  of  her  soil  should  be  deemed  a reserve  for 
the  space  of  twelve  months,  ‘to  make  good  her  en- 
gagements to  the  continental  soldiery,  and  seamen 
and  officers  of  the  medical  department.’ 

“Thus  we  find  that,  before  the  termination  of  the 
revolutionary  war,  the  state  of  Georgia  had  actual- 
ly bestowed,  as  a resource  of  carrying  on  that  war, 
on  the  continental  soldiery,  by  way  of  bounty,  this 
same  territory,  which  had  been  pledged,  by  the  co- 
lonial government,  for  the  payment  of  debts  due  to 
the  Indian  traders;  and,  still  finding  her  engage- 
ments to  that  soldiery  unfulfilled,  she  continued  to 
grant  bounties  out  of  her  soil.  In  this  aspect  of 
the  case,  it  does  appear  that,  whatever  liability  ap- 
pears to  rest,  in  the  first  place,  on  the  state  of  Geor- 
gia, that  liability  really  and  equitably  rests  upon 
the  United  states. 

“More  than  half  a century  has  been  passed  in 
earnest  and  fruitless  negotiation  with  every  power 
capable  of  doing  justice  to  these  claims.  The  In- 
dians, in  the  last  resort,  have  been  applied  to;  they 
have  only  heard  the  simple  history  of  these  claims, 
and  acknowledged  the  moral  obligation  that  they 
ought  to  be  paid;  that,  as  a matter  of  future  securi- 
ty, and  to  avoid,  henceforth,  all  importunity  on  this 
subject,  when  about  crossing  the  Mississippi,  and 
abandoning  the  lands  of  their  fathers,  they  desire 
that  their  fathers’  debts  may  be  paid. 

“MILLEDGE  GOLPHIN, 

“One  of  the  heirs  of  George  Golphin .” 

An  article  was  inserted  (the  20th)  embracing  the 
claim,  to  wit: 

“Art.  20.  The  United  States  do  also  hereby 
guaranty  the  payment  of  all  unpaid  just  claims 
upon  the  Indians,  without  expense  to  them,  out  of 
the  proper  funds  of  the  United  States,  for  the  settle- 
ment of  which  a cession  or  cessions  of  land  has  or 
have  been  heretofore  made  by  the  Indians  in  Geor- 
gia: Provided,  The  United  States,  or  the  state  of 
Georgia,  has  derived  benefit  from  the  said  cession 
or  cessions  of  land,  without  having  made  payment 
to  the  Indians  therefor.  It  is  hereby,  however, 
further  agreed  arid  understood,  that  if  the  senate  of 
the  United  States  disapprove  of  this  article,  it  may 
be  rejected,  without  impairing  any  other  provision 
of  this  treaty,  or  affecting  the  Indians  in  any  man- 
ner whatever.” 

The  treaty  was  sent  by  the  president  to  the  se- 
nate with  that  article  in  it.  The  senate,  May  16, 
1836,  refused  to  advise  and  consent  to  the  ratifica- 
tion of  that  article,  by  a vote  of  26  to  12.  What 
caused  the  senate  to  reject  it  thus  decidedly  is  not 
known,  except  what  appears  on  its  face,  that  it  sin- 
gularly enough  stipulated  with  the  Indians  that  the 
United  States  would  pay  its  own  or  Georgia’s  debts 
out  of  the  proper  funds  of  the  United  States. 

February  13th,  the  hon.  John  Forsyth  was  called 
before  this  committee,  and  the  following  examina- 
tion of  him  as  a witness  took  place: 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Forsyth: 

“1.  Were  you,  or  not,  personally  interested  in  a 
certain  claim,  commonly  called  the  Golphin  claim, 
as  to  which  a stipulation  was  inserted  in  the  last 
Cherokee  treaty,  as  sent  to  the  senate  of  the  United 
States  to  be  ratified? 

“Answer  by  Mr.  Forsyth: 

“I  have  been  interested  in  the  Golphin  claim 
since  1827  nr  1S28,  as  counsel  for  the  representa- 
tives of  Golphin,  and  expect,  whenever  it  is  paid,  a 
portion  of  the  sums  recovered. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Forsyth: 

“2.  Do  you  know  whether  any  person  or  persons, 
connected  or  not  with  the  state  department,  or  in- 
terested or  not  in  said  Golphin  claim,  offered  a re- 
ward in  money,  goods,  or  other  valuable  considera- 
tion, to  a Cherokee  chief,  named  John  Ross,  to  as- 
sent to  the  stipulation  as  to  said  claim  inserted  in 
said  treaty? 

“Answer  by  Mr.  Forsyth:  I do  not. 

“Question  by  Mr.  Mann  to  Mr.  Forsyth: 

“9.  Has  the  Golphin  claim,  in  any  manner,  been 
officially  before  your  department  for  examination, 
pending  the  negotiation  of  the  late  treaty  with  the 
Cherokee  Indians? 

' “Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  adopted  as  fol- 
lows: 
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“Ayes — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Campbell, 
Lincoln,  Mann,  Wise — 6. 

“Nays — Messrs.  Parks,  Chaney — 2. 

“Answer  by  Mr.  Forsyth: 

“The  department  of  state,  since  it  has  been  under 
my  care,  has  had  no  concern  with  the  Golphin 
claim,  other  than  in  certifying  some  documents 
among  the  liles  of  papers  relating  to  a time  anterior 
to  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution.  All  the 
business  of  Indian  treaties  is  transacted  in  the  war 
department,  to  which,  during  the  administration  of 
it  by  major  Eaton,  I delivered  a statement  of  the 
Golphin  claim,  with  a view  to  have  it  provided  for 
by  some  subsequent  arrangement  with  the  Creek  or 
Cherokee  Indians.  That  statement  having  been 
mislaid,  another  statement  was  substituted  for  it,  by 
the  parties  interested,  during  governor  Cass’s  admi- 
nistration. While  the  treaty  was  negotiated  here, 
the  representatives  of  Golphin  had  an  agent  (judge 
Underwood)  in  this  city,  who  applied  to  me  to  urge 
the  president  to  admit  the  claim,  which  Underwood 
said  the  Indians  wished  to  see  paid.  I declined  any 
conversation  with  the  president  on  the  subject,  be- 
cause of  my  contingent  interest.  Governor  Cass 
told  me  he  thought  the  claim  just,  but  doubted  whe- 
ther it  should  not  be  paid  by  Georgia,  and  not  the 
United  States.  The  president,  as  governor  Cass 
informed  me,  refused,  on  that  ground,  to  permit  an 
article  respecting  it  to  be  put  into  the  treaty.  And 
when  the  treaty  was  considered  and  decided  upon 
in  the  Cherokee  country,  the  agents  of  Golphin  pro- 
cured from  them  the  article  as  it  went  to  the  senate. 
The  claim  was  not  admitted  to  form  part  of  the  trea- 
ty, but  it  was  before  the  senate  on  its  own  merits. 
The  original  demand  was  £9,000.  A law  of  Geor- 
gia promises  to  pay  6 per  cent,  interest.  I had  no 
further  connexion  with  the  insertion  of  the  article 
in  the  treaty,  otherwise  than  advising  the  represen- 
tatives of  Golphin,  before  inserting  it,  to  procure 
from  the  Indians  an  urgent  application  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  claim;  and  all  the  conversations  I had 
on  that  subject,  prior  to  the  treaty,  were  with  the 
parties  interested,  or  their  attorneys.  I applied  to 
major  Eaton  and  governor  Cass  to  examine  the 
claim,  and  furnished  means  of  forming  a just  opi- 
nion. Both  were  informed  of  my  personal  interest, 
and  that  what  I said  to  them  proceeded  from  that 
interest.  While  the  treaty  was  before  the  senate, 
I conversed  on  the  subject  with  Mr.  Preston,  of 
South  Carolina,  Mr.  Brown,  of  North  Carolina,  and 
Messrs.  King  and  Cuthbert,  of  Georgia,  and  per- 
haps with  others;  but  to  no  one  without  a distinct 
warning  that  I spoke  in  the  character  of  counsel  for 
the  parties,  having  a contingent  interest.  My  ap- 
peals to  them  were  founded  solely  on  the  justice  of 
the  claim,  and  the  hardship  of  the  condition  of  the 
claimants.” 

“The  following  communication  was  received  and 
read: 

“ Washington,  February  14,  1837. 

“Srn:  I ask  leave  of  the  committee  to  correct  an 
error  in  my  statement  relative  to  the  amount  of  the 
Golphin  claim.  By  referring  to  document  No.  83, 
of  the  senate,  you  will  find  a copy  of  the  certificate; 
and  the  amountls  £9,791  15s.  5 d.  and  not  £9,000, 
as  I had  supposed  yesterday.  I am,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

“Hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  chairman ,”  §c.  <$‘c. 

“Afterwards,  John  Ross,  the  principal  chief  of 
the  Cherokee  nation,  was  called,  and  testified  as 
follows: 

“Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Ross: 

“1.  Please  state  all  that  you  know  respecting  the 
means  which  were  employed,  or  the  influence  ex- 
erted, by  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  executive  de- 
partments, to  have  the  stipulation  respecting  the 
Golphin  claim,  commonly  so  called,  inserted  in  the 
last  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  nation;  and  to  obtain 
your  assent  to  the  same,  after  it  was  inserted,  as  a 
chief  of  that  nation  or  tribe. 

Were  you  offered  a reward,  bribe,  or  valua- 
ble consideration  of  any  kind — if  so,  what? — by  any 
officer  or  agent  of  either  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments, or  by  any  person,  for  any  officer  or  agent 
thereof— if  by  any  one,  whom? — to  obtain  your  as- 
sent, or  that  of  any  other  headman  or  chief  of  your 
nation,  to  said  Golphin  claim,  or  to  said  treaty,  in 
which  it  was  inserted? 

“3.  Will  you  please  state  all  that  you  know  re- 
specting the  conduct  of  the  various  officers,  agents, 
superintendents,  or  other  persons  employed  or  paid 
by  the  government  to  superintend  and  negotiate  its 
affairs  with  the  Cherokees,  from  the  year  1828  up 
to  the  present  period? 

“Answer  of  Mr.  John  Ross,  Indian  chief. 

“Washington  city,  February  25,  1837. 

“Sir:  In  reply  to  the  first  question  propounded 
to  me  by  the  honorable  committee,  I have  the 
honor  to  state  that  I know  of  none  of  the  means 
which  were  employed,  or  of  the  influence  exerted. 


by  any  of  the  officers  dr  agents  of  the  executive 
departments,  to  have  the  stipulation  respecting  the 
Golphin  claim,  (so  called),  inserted  in  the  (alleg- 
ed) Cherokee  treaty.  That  instrument  was  ne- 
gotiated and  entered  into  with  certain  unauthorised 
individuals  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  at  a time  when 
I was  in  this  city  with  a delegation  who  were  duly 
authorised  and  empowered  by  said  nation  to  nego- 
tiate a treaty  with  the  United  States  government. 
After  the  arrival  of  John  F.  Schermerhorn,  the 
commissioner  of  the  United  States,  in  this  city,  and 
of  several  of  the  Cherokee  individuals  who  had 
entered  into  the  aforesaid  instrument,  and  who  had 
come  on  for  the  purpose  of  having  their  proceedings 
ratified  by  the  government,  the  duly  authorised  de- 
legation, of  which  I was  a member,  received  from 
the  Cherokee  people,  through  the  hands  of  certain 
special  messengers,  their  protest  against  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  pretended  treaty  aforesaid,  and  which 
was  communicated  to  the  war  department  for  the 
information  of  the  president.  At  the  same  time, 
the  delegation  stated  their  readiness  to  negotiate 
with  the  government  lor  a treaty,  by  which  the 
Cherokee  difficulties  might  be  satisfactorily  and 
honorably  adjusted.  A reply  was  returned  through 
the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs,  saying  to  us, 
(the  delegation),  ‘you  will  distinctly  understand  that 
you  will  not  be  recognized  by  the  department  as 
members  of  a delegation,  unless  you  will  unite  with 
those  who  had  come  on  with  the  treaty,  and  sign 
the  same,  and  co-operate  with  them  to  effect  its 
ratification.’ 

“To  the  second  question,  I have  the  honor  to 
state  that  no  reward,  bribe  or  valuable  considera- 
tion of  any  kind,  has  been  offered  me,  by  any  of- 
ficer or  agent  of  either  of  the  executive  departments, 
or  by  any  person,  for  any  officer  or  agent  thereof, 
to  obtain  my  assent,  or  that  of  any  other  headman 
or  chief  of  my  nation,  to  said  Golphin  claim,  or  to 
said  instrument  in  which  it  was  inserted. 

“From  the  nature  of  the  oath  which  has  been  ad- 
ministered to  me,  and  the  generality  of  the  ques- 
tions propounded,  I feel  bound  further  to  state,  as 
concisely  and  substantially  as  my  memory  will  per- 
mit, such  facts  known  to  me  as  I believe  have  any 
hearing  upon  those  questions.  Some  time  during 
the  session  of  the  congress  of  1832-33,  I was  called 
upon  in  my  room  at  Brown’s  hotel,  on  one  Sunday 
morning,  by  a person  who  introduced  himself  as  a 
Mr.  Hunter,  door  keeper  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, and  who  inquired  if  I was  acquainted  with 
Mr.  Barney  MeKinny,  of  Augusta,  Georgia.  I re- 
plied in  the  affirmative.  He  then  asked  if  I knew 
any  thing  about  the  Golphin  claim?  I replied  that 
Mr.  MeKinny,  to  whom  he  had  just  alluded,  had 
once  been  at  my  house  in  the  Cherokee  nation,  and 
was  accompanied  by  colonel  Andrew  Erwin;  that 
said  MeKinny  had  laid  before  me  certain  papers  in 
reference  to  that  claim;  that  he  considered  the  claim 
to  be  a good  one  against  the  state  of  Georgia;  and 
that  he  had  proffered  to  lease  the  Cherokee  gold 
mines,  and  to  pay  the  nation  in  that  claim;  that  my 
reply  was,  that  I had  no  authority  to  dispose  of  the 
goldmines  in  any  manner,  nor  did  I know  whether 
the  general  council  of  the  nation  would  be  disposed 
to  rent  them  out;  and  if  the  council  would  make  a 
lease  of  them,  I was  sure  that  it  would  not  agree  to 
accept  of  that  claim  in  payment,  however  good  it 
may  be  against  Georgia;  because,  if  that  state  had 
proved  herself  faithless  towards  the  just  rights  of 
her  own  citizens,  by  withholding  payment  to  that 
claim, the  Cherokees  could  have  no  confidence  that" 
she  would  be  more  faithful  towards  them  in  paying 
it,  when  transferred  to  them.  Mr.  Hunter  remark- 
ed that  he  had  acted  a3  an  agent  for  the  proprietors 
of  that  claim,  in  trying  to  have  it  recognized  and 
paid,  and  that  he  had  spent  a good  deal  of  money 
on  that  business;  so  he  was  interested  in  said  claim. 
That  he  had  heard  it  was  probable  that  the  Chero- 
kee delegation,  then  in  the  city,  would  enter  into 
a treaty  of  cession  with  the  government;  and  if,  in 
case  a treaty  be  negotiated,  and  I would  get  an 
article  inserted  in  the  treaty  for  the  payment  of  that 
claim,  he  would  make  me  interested  in  it  to  the 
amount  of  $40,000  or  $ 50,000 ; this  proposition 
was  spurned,  and  the  interview  broken  off.  Some 
short  time  thereafter,  I was  again  visited  in  my 
room  by  another  gentleman,  who  introduced  him- 
self to  me  as  a Mr.  Crawford,  of  Augusta,  Georgia, 
then  late  attorney  general  of  that  state.  This  gen- 
tleman remarked  that  he  was  interested  in  the  Gol- 
phiti  claim,  and,  from  what  he  had  heard  of  Mr. 
Hunter’s  interview  with  me  in  reference  to  that 
claim,  he  was  sorry  to  believe  that  Mr.  Hunter  had 
presented  the  subject  before  me  in  a manner  that 
was  offensive;  and  he  hoped,  from  the  knowledge  I 
had  of  his  character,  and  the  respect  which  he  enter- 
tained for  mine,  that  I would  believe  him  incapable 
of  proposing  any  thing  that  would  be  dishonorable. 
I related  what  had  passed  between  Mr.  Hunter  and 
myself,  and  expressed  my  regret  and  disapproba- 


tion of  being  thus  tampered  with.  He  expressed 
his  disapprobation  also  of  the  manner  in  which  Mr. 
Hunter  had  presented  the  subject  before  me.  Mr. 
Crawford  then  proposed  to  surrender  into  my  hands 
the  documents  relating  to  the  Golphin  claim;  and 
said,  if  a treaty  he  entered  into  with  the  govern-* 
ment,  and  the  delegation  would  get  an  article  in- 
serted to  bind  the  United  States  to  pay  that  claim, 
the  delegation  might  retain  such  a portion  of  the 
amount  of  the  claim  for  the  benefit  of  their  nation, 
as  they  thought  proper — even  the  one-half,  so  that 
the  residue  be  paid  over  to  the  proper  claimants, 
I refused  having  any  thing  to  do  with  the  claim,  or 
to  examine  the  documents,  because  it  was  not  a 
debt  against  the  Cherokee  nation;  and  if  considered 
as  a claim  against  the  United  States,  it  ought  to  be 
presented  before  the  proper  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment, for  settlement.  Some  time  during  the  ses- 
sion of  the  congress  of  1834-35,  William  H.  Under- 
wood, esq.  of  Georgia,  who  had  been  employed  to 
defend  the  rights  of  the  Cherokees  before  the  courts 
of  that  state,  arrived  in  this  city  unsolicited  by  the 
Cherokee  delegation,  and  whilst  the  delegation 
were  in  correspondence  with  the  secretary  of  war 
on  the  subject  of  negotiating  a treaty.  Mr.  Un- 
derwood remarked  to  me  that  he  was  entrusted  with 
the  Golphin  claim,  and  was  promised  a handsome 
fee  for  its  collection;  that  he  was  poor,  and  if  the 
delegation  negotiated  a treaty  with  the  government, 
he  would  take  it  as  a great  favor  in  me  if  I would 
secure  the  insertion  of  such  an  article  in  it,  which 
he  would  draw  up,  couched  in  such  language  as 
would  not,  in  the  slightest  manner,  affect  the  in- 
terests or  rights  of  the  Cherokees,  but  which  would 
commit  the  United  States  to  pay  the  claim,  and 
that  I should  be  no  loser.  I replied  that  he  well 
knew  that  I had  every  disposition  to  render  him 
any  favor,  without  remuneration,  when  in  my  power 
to  do  it  honorably,  and  without  injury  to  the  na- 
tion. A short  period  thereafter,  when  1 was  pre- 
paring a communication  to  the  secretary  of  war, 
embracing  certain  propositions  for  a treaty,  Mr. 
Underwood  came  into  my  room,  and  showed  me  an 
article  which  he  had  drawn  up,  to  embrace  the 
Golphin  claim,  and  asked  if  I would  not,  in  the 
concluding  part  of  the  communication  which  I was 
then  writing,  insert  it  as  a part  of  the  propositions 
of  the  delegation.  I replied,  no:  and  he  retired 
from  the  room.  Soon  after  this,  Mr.  John  F.  Scber- 
merhorn,  a commissioner  of  the  United  States,  ne- 
gotiated a proposition  in  treaty  form  with  John 
Ridge  and  other  individuals  of  the  Cherokee  nation, 
then  in  this  city;  and  when  Mr.  Underwood  left  the 
city,  it  was  made  known  to  me  that  the  government 
had  paid  his  expenses  in  coming,  staying  here,  and 
returning  home. 

“After  my  return  to  the  Cherokee  nation,  in  the 
course  of  the  spring  of  1835,  it  was  communicated 
to  me  that  Mr.  Underwood  and  John  Ridge  had 
written  a letter  to  the  secretary  of  war,  suggesting 
that,  if  the  Cherokees  were  assured  that  the  presi- 
dent would  not  offer  them  any  other  terms  for  a 
treaty  than  were  contained  in  the  propositions  ne- 
gotiated with  Ridge  and  others,  in  ail  probability 
they  would  be  induced  to  adopt  them:  that  a letter, 
in  reply  from  the  secretary,  was  returned,  making 
such  declarations  as  had  been  suggested,  extracts 
of  which  were  then  transmitted  by  Mr.  Underwood 
to  certain  persons  in  the  nation,  for  the  information 
of  the  Cherokees.  After  this,  there  followed  a let- 
ter from  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  go- 
vernor Lumpkin,  authorising  the  governor  to  make 
it  known,  for  the  information  of  the  Cherokees, 
that,  if  they  did  not  accept  of  the  propositions  offer- 
ed, he  would  not,  during  his  administration,  offer 
them  any  other  terms,  but  give  them  up  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  state  authorities,  to  be  dealt  with 
as  they  rnay  think  proper.  In  the  course  of  the 
summer  of  that  year,  major  William  Y.  Hansell, 
who  had  been  associated  with  Mr.  Underwood  as  an 
attorney  at  law,  paid  me  a visit  at  a mineral  spring, 
where  I had  taken  my  family  for  their  health.  He 
made  known  to  me  that  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  secretary 
of  state  of  the  United  States,  was  then  or  had  been 
in  Georgia,  and  that  he  (Hansell)  had  ascertained 
from  an  unquestionable  source  that  Mr.  Forsyth 
was  one  of  the  parties  interested  in  the  Golphin 
claim;  that  he  possessed  greatinfiuence  overthepre- 
sident,  and,  notwithstanding  the  declarations  made 
by  the  president  through  governor  Lumpkin,  Mr. 
Forsyth  could  and  would  induce  the  president  to 
grant  an  additional  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  cover 
the  Golphin  claim,  over  and  above  what  was  stipu- 
lated in  the  propositions  submitted  to  the  nation,  if 
the  Cherokees  would  sanction  a treaty  upon  such 
terms. 

“To  the  third  question,  I beg  leave  to  remark 
that  a statement  to  this  question  would  necessarily 
be  very  lengthy,  which,  together  with  the  want  of 
references  to  such  documentary  facts  as  are  not  at 
present  within  my  reach,  renders  it  impossible  for 
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me  to  prepare  an  answer  daring, the  present  session 
ol' congress.  The  honorable  committee  will  there- 
fore please  to  excuse  me  for  simply  referring  them 
to  the  correspondence  between  myself  and  associ- 
ates and  the  various  officers  of  the  government,  and 
to  the  memorials  and  protests  submitted  both  to  the 
executive  departments  and  the  congress  of  the  U. 
States,  by  myself  and  colleagues,  on  the  part  of  the 
Cherokee  nation  from  1S2S  up  to  the  present  ses- 
sion of  congress;  and,  in  conclusion,  to  lay  before 
them  an  official  general  order,  (No.  74),  dated 
‘head  quarters,  army,  E.  T.  and  C.  N.  fort  Cass, 
November  3,  1S36,’  and  signed  ‘John  E.  Wool, 
brigadier  general  commanding.’  I have  the  honor 
to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient,  humble 
servant,  JOHN  ROSS. 

“ 'To  the  hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  chairman  of  the  se- 
lect committee  of  investigation. 

“ Head  quarters,  army,  E.  T.  and  C.  N. 

“■Fort  Cass,  November  3,  1336. 

GEVER.U  ORDER — NO.  74. 

“I  am  instructed  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  through  the  war  department,  to  make  known 
to  Mr.  John  ltoss,  and  all  others  whom  it  may  con- 
cern, that  it  is  his  determination  to  have  the  late 
treaty,  entered  into  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Cherokee  people,  and  ratified  by  the  senate  the 
25th  May,  1S36,  religiously  fulfilled  in  all  its  parts, 
terms,  and  conditions,  within  the  period  prescribed;’ 
and  that‘110  delegation  which  may  be  sent’ to  Wash- 
ington, ‘with  a view  to  obtain  new  terms,  or  a mo- 
dification of  those  of  the  existing  treaty,  will  be  re- 
ceived or  recognized;  nor  will  any  intercourse  be 
had  with  them,  directly  or  indirectly,  orally  or  in 
writing;’  and  that  the  president  regards  the  proceed- 
ings of  Mr.  Ross  and  his  associates  in  the  late  council 
held  at  Red  Clay,  ‘as  in  direct  contravention  of  the 
plighted  faith  of  their  people;  and  a repetition  of 
them  will  be  considered  as  indicative  of  a design  to 
prevent  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  even  at  the 
hazard  ofactual  hostilities:  and  they  will  be  prompt- 
ly repressed.’ 

“It  is  further  made  known,  by  instructions  from 
the  war  department,  that  ‘if  any  of  our  citizens 
enter  the  Cherokee  country,  and  incite  opposition 
to  the  execution  of  the  treaty,’  they  will  be.  pro- 
ceeded against  according  to  the  laws  of  the  state,  ij 
any  exist  on  the  subject,  in  which  they  may  enter; 
and  if  there  should  be  ‘no  law  of  the  state  which 
can  be  brought  to  bear  on  them,  and  under  which 
they  may  be  removed,’  ‘it  is  the  opinion  of  the  pre- 
sident,’ as  expressed  through  the  war  department, 
‘that  they  may  be  removed’  out  of  the  country  ‘un- 
der the  6th  article  of  the  treaty,’ in  which  the  Unit- 
ed States  guaranty  that  the  Cherokees  shall  be 
‘protected  against  interruption  and  intrusion  from 
citizens  of  the  United  States  who  may  attempt  to 
settle  in  the  country,’  unless  it  is  with  the  express 
consent  ‘of  the  committee  who  are  acting  under  the 
12th  article  of  the  treaty;  and,  by  the  terms  of  that 
article,  they  alone  are  authorised  to  give  it.’ 

“All  officers  of  the  army,  whether  commanding 
volunteers  or  regular  troops,  under  my  command, 
are  required  and  directed  to  make  known  to  all 
persons  residing,  or  who  may  come  within  the 
range  of  their  respective  commands,  the  contents  of 
this  order;  and  to  make  diligent  search  and  inquiry 
in  regard  to  all  citizens  who  may  enter  the  Chero- 
kee country  and  incite  opposition,  or  interfere  with 
the  due  execution  of  the  treaty,  and  report  their 
names  and  places  of  residence,  without  delay,  to 
g-neral  head  quarters,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
proceeded  against  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
country  and  the  instructions  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States.  They  are  also  required  and  directed 
to  prevent  all  meetings,  and  to  break  up  all  coun- 
cils coming  to  their  knowledge,  assembled  in  the 
Cherokee  country,  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  the 
treaty,  or  discussing  its  non-execution. 

“JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

“Brigadier  general  commanding .” 

The  amount  of  this  Golphin  claim,  principal  and 
interest,  is  estimated  at  about  $150, OOf). 

The  undersigned  deems  it  to  be  his  duty  to  pre- 
sent also  another  subject  clearly  before  the  house 
and  the  nation. 

On  the  11th  July,  1S36,  the  treasury  department 
issued  a circular  to  the  land  receivers  and  deposite 
banks,  requiring  specie  in  payment  for  the  public 
lands.  This  circular,  it  is  believed,  was  dictated 
by  the  president,  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
secretary  ofthe  treasury;  it  is  believed  to  have  bene- 
fitted  speculators  in  the  public  lands  only,  many  of 
whom  are  charged  to  be  officers  ofthe  government; 
and  the  circular  itself  was  thought  to  be,  if  not  in 
violation  of  law,  a suspension  of  law — at  least  in 
violation  of  a sacred  principle  of  civil  liberty  “that 
all  power  of  suspending  laws,  or  the  execution  of 
laws,  by  any  authority,  without  the  consent  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  is  injurious  to  their  rights, 
and  ought  not  to  be  exercised.’’  The  circular  was  an 


abuse  in  itself,  but  its  application,  or  rather  the 
exception  in  its  application,  was  a greater  abuse 
still,  as  the  following  correspondence  between  the 
brauch  bank  of  Alabama,  at  Decatur,  and  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  will  show. 

The  cashier  of  the  branch  of  the  bank  of  the 
state  of  Alabama,  at  Decatur,  addressed  a letter  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  dated  July  2S,  1836, 
in  which  he  says: 

“Branch  ofthe  bank  of  the  state  of  Alabama, 

“ Decatur , July  28,  1836. 

“Sir:  In  consequence  of  your  letter,  under  date 
of  the  lltli  instant,  addressed  to  the  receivers  of 
public  money,”  & c.  [meaning  the  circular  requir- 
ing specie  for  the  public  lands],  “the  directors  of 
this  institution  have  ordered  me  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing inquiry: 

“In  consequence  of  the  purchase  by  you  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  Alabama  state  bonds, 
being  for  the  increase  of  the  capital  of  this  branch 
bank,  the  payment  of  which  has  been  agreed  to  be 
made,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  receiver  of  moneys 
at  Porititoc  for  the  lands  sold,  or  to  be  sold,  for  the 
benefit  ofthe  Chickasaw  nation,  as  fully  expressed 
in  the  terms  of  purchase  and  sale,  under  date  31st 
March,  1836,  I would,  therefore,  very  respectfully 
beg  leave  to  inquire  whether  you  will  be  pleased 
to  order  the  said  receiver  at  Pontitoc  to  accept,  in 
payment  for  said  public  lands,  the  notes,  or  certifi- 
cates of  deposite,  of  this  branch  bank,  to  the 
amount  of  $500,000,  or  such  an  amount  as  may  be 
due  this  branch  bank  at  the  time  of  said  payments 
being  made.  This  bank,  as  a matter  of  course, 
agreeing  to  redeem  its  own  notes  by  checks  at 
sight — in  this  instance,  payable  either  at  the  Union 
bank  of  Louisiana  or  Citizens’  bank,  New  Orleans; 
the  Mechanics’  bank,  Philadelphia,  or  the  Phoenix 
bank,  New  York;  for  any  sum  or  sums  over  and 
above  the  amount  due  to  it  from  the  treasury,  and 
which  might  be  paid  to  the  receiver  at  Pontitoc  for 
Chickasaw  lands  during  the  present  year. 

“This  request  is  not  made  with  a view  to  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  bank  so  much  as  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  people,  particularly  the  citizens  of 
this  valley,  a number  of  whom  have  already  made 
settlements  in  the  Chickasaw  country,  and  are  con- 
sequently about  to  remove  there.  It  is,  therefore, 
at  their  suggestion  that  the  directory  of  the  insti- 
tution have  been  induced  to  request  such  an  appli- 
cation to  be  made;  for  (permit  me  to  say)  this 
branch  bank  is  fully  prepared  to  afford  its  custom- 
ers the  necessary  facilities  for  the  payment  of  their 
lands  in  specie  dollars;  but,  the  trouble  and  risk  in 
the  transmission  of  such  being  on  all  hands  acknow- 
ledged to  be  great,  through  a country  but  thinly 
peopled,  and  where  several  robberies  and  depreda- 
tions have  been  committed,  that  we  are  anxious 
that  the  same  facilities  which  have  heretofore  been 
extended  to  them  should  be  continued. 

“Under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  ease, 
this  branch  bank  having  to  receive  a large  pro- 
portion of  the  whole  amount  of  money  which  will 
have  to  be  paid  at  Pontitoc  for  lands  sold  there  this 
fall,  it  is  hoped  the  arrangement  sought  for  will  not 
be  considered  in  any  way  injurious  to  the  public 
interest,  while  it  would  be  a great  accommodation 
to  the  citizens  of  this  section  of  country,  as  well  as 
to  this  institution.  I am  in  daily  expectation  of 
receiving  the  bonds  referred  to  from  the  bank  of 
the  state  at  Tuscaloosa,  which,  when  received, 
shall  be  executed  immediately,  and  forwarded  for 
the  amounts  as  received  from  the  receivers  at  Pon- 
titoc. With  greatest  respect,  I have  the  honor  to 
be,  &c.  ^ JAMES  DURNO,  cashier. 

“Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury.” 

The  reply  ofthe  secretary  was  as  follows: 

“Treasury  department,  Aug.  11,  1836. 

“Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  2Sth  ultimo, 
respecting  the  receipt  ol  the  notes  of  your  bank  by 
the  receiver  at  Pontitoc,  to  the  amount  of  your 
contract  with  this  department,  has  been  received. 

“I  am  willing  that  he  should  take  your  noteB  to 
the  extent  of  what  is  coming  to  vour  bank,  under 
the  contract,  upon  your  agreeing  to  receive  them 
from  him  as  money.  He  is  authorised  to  do  this  in 
(hat  way.  and  to  that  extent,  on  your  showing  him 
this  letter;  but  I cannot  alter  the  regulations  as  to 
notes  generally  and  for  general  purposes.  I am, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

“LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

“Tames  Durno,  esq.  cashier, 

“ Branch  bank  of  Alabama,  Decatur.” 

Thus,  by  this  circular,  and  this  exception  under 
it,  not  only  were  the  laws  suspended,  but  their  uni- 
formity destroyed,  by  the  authority  of  the 

PRESIDENT  ALONE,  IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  CON- 
GRESS was  in  session.  One  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple was  accommodated,  in  being  allowed  to  pay  for 
public  lands  in  convenient  bank  notes,  whilst  their 
neighbors  were  obliged  to  pay  in  specie,  at  every 
I cost  and  trouble,  and  liik  of  transportation.  One 


bank’s  notes  were  received  to  any  amount  less  than 
$500,000  dollars,  whilst  the  banks  of  the  surround- 
ing states,  or  of  Tennessee  at  least,  were  run  hard 
for  every  dollar  or  coin  which  could  be  had.  The 
presidential  election  was  then  fast  approaching;  and 
what  eifect  this  indulgence,  and  that  contained  in 
the  circular  as  to  bank  notes  of  Mississippi  banks, 
for  lands  in  Mississippi,  had  upon  the  people  ofthe 
two  states,  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  it  is  not  diffi- 
cult to  determine. 

There  are  a number  of  other  cases  which  might 
be  selected  from  the  testimony,  the  whole  mass  of 
which  is  submitted,  but  the  committee  b»s  not  had 
time  to  report  particularly  upon  them.  The  under- 
signed, however,  would  call  the  attention  of  (he 
house  particularly  to  a report  of  Amos  Kendall  and 
John  P.  Van  Ness,  commissioners  appointed,  by 
authority  of  the  president,  to  receive  and  report 
testimony  touching  certain  charges  perferred  by  IT. 
Gassaway  and  also  to  the  testimony  of  commodore 
Morris  and  Charles  W.  Goldsborough,  in  relation 
to  said  charges,  in  the  appendix  to  the  journal  of 
this  committee.  One  thing  is  remarkable  about 
this  potable  commission,  that  the  commissioners  it 
seemed  issued  subpcenas  for  witnesses  in  the  form 
of  “request,”  and  it  is  believed  that  one  or  both  of 
them  administered  corporal  oaths.  How  far  the  con- 
stitution of  this  tribunal  was  in  the  competency  of 
executive  authority,  the  undersigned  is  not  prepar- 
ed to  say.  But  this  [they]  are  prepared  to  say: 
that,  whilst  the  president  was  denouncing  this  com- 
mittee as  worse  than  a Spanish  inquisition,  he  should 
have  looked  well  to  his  own  acts  in  instituting  com- 
missions of  inquiry.  Certain  it  is,  that  though  these 
commissioners  reported  very  strongly  against  seve- 
ral officers  in  the  navy  department,  not  one  of  them, 
as  far  as  this  committee  is  informed,  has  ever  been 
removed  from  office. 

It  had  been  represented  to  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee that  disbursing  officers  had  unnecessarily 
drawn  specie  from  the  deposite  banks,  after  the  is- 
suing of  the  treasury  circular  requiring  specie  pay- 
ments for  public  lands,  and  sold  the  same  as  mer- 
chandise for  their  private  profit,  to  those  who  re- 
quired specie  at  the  land  offices.  This  subject  was 
left  unexamined,  except  by  a call  on  the  department, 
which  resulted  in  developing  nothing  of  the  abuse. 
The  subjects  of  frauds  in  Indian  reservations,  and  in 
the  purchase  and  sales  of  public  lands,  in  connexion 
with  the  legislation  of  congress,  as  well  as  the  exe- 
cutive administration,  were  necessarily  left  untouch- 
ed, although  the  attention  of  the  committee  was 
called  to  them  in  various  ways. 

[See  anonymous  letters,  and  the  examinations  of 
Amos  Kendall  and  David  Henshaw:  see,  also,  the 
letter  of  R.  T.  Archer,  and  the  answer  of  the  de- 
partment to  the  call  of  the  committee,  on  its  sub- 
ject-matter.] 

The  minority  cannot  do  less  than  justice  to  col. 
Towson,  the  paymaster  general  of  the  army,  by 
saying  that  a complaint  was  made  against  his  offi- 
cial conduct  by  a person  named  Hobby,  and  he 
promptly  asked  for  inquiry  and  investigation,  as  the 
best  means  of  doing  justice  both  to  the  government 
and  the  officer;  the  committee  had  not  time  to  exa- 
mine and  report  upon  his  case,  and  can  only  refer 
to  his  testimony  for  the  facts  of  his  defence.  For 
other  matters,  also  of  great  interest,  the  minority 
must  refer  generally  to  the  testimony  of  the  hon. 
H.  L.  White,  John  Bell,  Balie  Peyton,  Francis  W. 
Pickens,  Henry  A.  Wise,  Amos  Kendall,  Dav.id 
Henshaw,  John  Ross  and  others  who  were  exa- 
mined. Many  who  were  summoned  and  sworn 
could  not  be  examined;  some  for  the  want  of  time 
and  others  because  they  would  not  have  been  per- 
mitted to  testily  as  to  the  matter  of  evidence  for 
which  they  were  called. 

There  is  not  time,  in  fact,  or  opportunity,  (pait 
of  the  journal  of  the  committee  having  been  until 
the  present  moment  in  the  hands  ofthe  printer),  to 
digest  and  properly  arrange  the  facts  which  have 
been  proved.  But,  in  conclusion,  the  undersigned 
would  humbly  hope  that  the  labors  of  the  commit- 
tee may  be  fruitful  of  health  and  purity  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  government.  Whether  inquiry 
results  in  vindicating  public  officers,  and  demon- 
strating their  integrity  and  capacity,  or  in  detecting 
and  exposing  their  errors  of  inal-administratiori; 
their  characters  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  interests 
of  the  government  on  the  other,  are  well  worth  the 
trouble  and  the  cost  of  inquiry.  The  wisest  sys- 
tem of  laws  is  no  better  than  the  worst,  when  cor- 
ruptly and  ignorantly  administered;  and  the  worst 
system  as  wholesome  as  the  best,  when  adminis- 
tered by  pure,  patriotic,  capable  and  independent 
public  servants,  who  act  officially  with  a single  eye 
to  the  public  good. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  as  a substi- 
tute for  the  report  of  the  majority. 

HENRY  A.  WISE. 

February  27,  1S37. 
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FOREIGN  CHRONCILE. 

Petrified  tree.  Mr.  W.  H.  Binstead,  the  proprie- 
tor of  tile  quarry  at  Maidstone,  where  the  celebrated 
specimens  of  the  iguanodon  now  in  the  Mantellian 
museum  was  found,  has  lately  obtained  an  interest- 
ing specimen  of  a petrified  tree,  which  he  has  pre- 
sented to  Dr.  Mantel. 

Princess  Victoria’s  birth  day.  Her  majesty  is  to 
hold  a splendid  levee,  May  24th,  in  honor  of  this 
event.  The  king  of  the  Belgians  and  his  queen, 
and  the  duke  of  Orleans  have  been  invited  to  at- 
tend. It  is  rather  dangerous  to  present  before  the 
eyes  of  the  latter  just  at  this  moment  the  glittering 
diadem  of  the  greatest  throne  in  the  world,  as  the 
young  duke  might  forget  the  little  princess  Helena, 
of  Meclenburgh,  to  wliom  he  is  just  betrothed,  and 
should  Victoria  cast  a favorable  eye  on  him,  throw 
behind  him  into  the  sea  the  diminitive  German 
principality,  in  exchange  for  an  empire  upon  which 
the  sun  never  sets. 

In  the  king’s  royal  stud,  at  Hampton  court,  are 
two  splendid  Arabian  stallions,  one  black,  the  other 
bay  presented  by  the  Imaun  of  Muscat.  Among 
the  brood  mares  we  see  the  names  of  Ada,  Miss 
O’Neill,  Miss  Clifton,  &c. 

Navy  of  Texas.  The  New  York  papers,  has 
published  a list  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  of  Tex- 
as. 

Post  captains.  Charles  E.  Hawkins,  New  York, 
(dead);  Wm.  G.  B.  Taylor,  New  Orleans. 

Master  commandants.  George  Wheelwright,  Bos- 
ton; Henry  L.  Thompson,  New  Orleans. 

Lieutenants.  Francis  B.  Wright,  Washington  D. 
C.;  John  W.  Taylor,  N.  Carolina;  John  T.  K.  La- 
throp,  Utica,  N.  Y.;  J.  W.  Humphreys,  Kentucky; 
James  Mulles,  Boston. 

Surgeons.  Meron  Forrest,  (fleet  surgeon)  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.;  Francis  T.  Cheesman,  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.;  Burchard  Cockran. 

Pursers.  Thomas  H.  Living,  Boston;  W.  Tho- 
mas Bannani,  Boston;  Norman  Hind,  Connecticut; 
Henry  Fisher,  Virginia. 

The  names  of  the  vessels  of  war  are,  the  Inde- 
pendence, Brutus,  Invincible,  Tom  Toby  and  Li- 
berty. 

The  Invincible  is  the  flag  ship,  commanded  by 
com.  Taylor;  the  Independence  is  under  the  com- 
mand of  capt.  Wheelwright. 

A three  tailed  bashaw.  A letter  from  Constanti- 
nople states,  that  Mr.  Warrington,  the  British  con- 
sul, has  horsewhipped  the  pacha  of  Tripoli.  This 
is,  however,  so  purely  one  of  the  usages  of  civiliza- 
tion, that  his  Turkship  won’t  comprehend  the  mat- 
ter at  all,  we  dare  say. 

The  arrow-headed  characters.  It  is  said,  in  a 
European  journal  that  Dr.  Lassen,  of  Bonn,  has 
completely  succeeded  in  deciphering  the  inscrip- 
tions in  the  arrow-headed  character,  copied  by  Nieh- 
bubr  and  other  travellers  from  the  ruins  of  Persepo- 
lis,  and  of  which  he  has  framed  an  entire  alphabet. 
The  discovery  is  confirmed,  both  by  the  similarity 
of  the  inscriptions  themselves,  in  style  and  expres- 
sion, to  those  still  extant  of  other  nations,  and  by 
their  approximation  to  what  we  possess  of  ancient 
Persian.  The  particulars  will,  it  is  said,  shortty  ap- 
pear in  English. 

American  officers  in  the  Turkish  service.  A let- 
ter in  a London  paper,  dated  Alexandria,  March  4, 
says: 

“The  government  here  has  received  intelligence 
that  the  grand  seignior  has  determined  to  employ 
American  naval  officers  in  the  command  of  his  fleet 
and  that  measures  have  already  been  taken  to  carry 
this  resolution  into  effect.  If  Mahmond  Ali  should 
come  to  tile  same  determintion,the  combined  fleets  of 
Turkey  ami  Egypt  would  then  present  a formidable 
froni  against  such  a naval  power  as  Russia,  whose 
fleet  at  present  is  little  better  manned  and  efficient 
than  theirs,  and  not  so  well  paid,  and  who  would 
thus  be  placed  decidedly  at  a disadvantage. 

White  races  in  Africa.  M.  Dureau  de  Camalle, 
the  surgeon  in  chief  of  the  French  army  at  Algiers, 
has  communicated  to  the  institute  a statement  that 
he  has  seen  a beautiful  blonde  woman,  with  blue 
eyes  and  auburn  hair  and  the  fairest  skin,  (wife  of 
Sadi  Hamet)  and  that  she  belongs  to  a race  of  that 
kind  in  the  interior  of  Africa.  Surely,  the  surgeon 
has  not  been  deceived  by  an  Albino?  There  are 
instances  of  these  white  negroes  frequently  seen  in 
ttie  West  Indies.  [IV  Y.  Eve.  Star. 

Eggs  for  horses  to  produce  a sleek  coat.  A horse 
belonging  to  Mr.  Bullock,  farmer  of  Bradfield,  St. 
Clare,  died  on  Sunday  week,  from  the  effects  of  in- 
flammalion,  produced  by  thrusting  unbroken  eggs 
down  its  throat,  for  the.  purpose  of  producing  a sleek 
coat.  The  last  given  was  stopped  at  the  entrance 


of  the  stomach  by  some  natural  obstruction,  and 
could  not  be  removed.  The  practice  of  giving 
eggs  to  horses  for  the  purpose  above  stated,  though 
attended  with  much  danger,  is,  notwithstanding, 
very  general.  [ Suffolk  Chronicle. 

British  exports.  The  declared  value  of  the  lead- 
ing articles  of  British  products  and  manufactures 
exported  in  1835,  was  $183,980,280,  and  of  the 
same  articles  in  1836,  $207,774,240. 

The  number  of  fires  that  occurred  in  and  about 
London  during  the  last  year  is  alleged  to  be  but 
564,  in  which  794  buildings  were  more  or  less 
damaged.  Among  the  causes  assigned  for  these 
conflagrations,  gas  fitters  are  numbered  as  having 
produced  38  and  linen  incautiously  hung  before 
fires  31. 

Hon.  Mrs.  Norton.  The  London  papers  say  that 
a reconciliation  has  taken  place  between  this  lady 
and  her  husband. 

Railways.  It  appears  from  a list  of  railways  for 
which  acts  were  granted  in  the  sessions  of  parlia- 
ment of  1833,  1834,  1835  and  1836,  that  the  re- 
spective companies  of  proprietors  are  authorised  to 
raise,  by  joint  stock  and  loans,  £29,015,331 


And  the  average  amount  raised  in 

each  is 

estimated  to  have  been 

in 

1833, 

£ 550,200 

1834, 

699,800 

1835, 

1,014,5S3 

1836, 

3,513,533 

£5,777,583 


The  remaining  amount  which  the 

acts  give  power  to  raise  is  £23,237,784 

Longevity.  The  pure  air  of  the  Welsh  mountains 
promotes  long  life,  associated  as  it  is  with  the 
equable  temperature  which  characterizes  the  cli- 
mate of  Great  Britain.  The  little  village  of  Lales- 
ton  buried  five  individuals  during  the  last  month 
whose  united  ages  were  422  years,  averaging  over 
82  years  a piece.  Their  respective  names  are: 
Esther  Evan,  aged  94;  Mary  Morgan,  aged  84; 
Margaret  Rees,  aged  S3;  Alice  Wild,  aged  82;  Ann 
Thomas,  aged  79. 

The  marquis  of  Bath  died  on  the  271  h of  March, 
in  his  73d  year:  and  the  bishop  of  Norwich  was 
not  expected  to  live  more  than  a few  hours  on  the 
31st. 

DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

Congressional.  There  are,  we  believe,  five 
states  in  which  representatives  to  the  25th  con- 
gress have  not  yet  been  chosen,  viz:  North  Ca- 
rolina, Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Indiana  and 
Maryland.  We  are  not  sure,  but  we  think  that 
in  all  the  states  except  the  last,  the  election  will 
take  place  before  the  day  fixed  for  the  meeting  of 
congress  at  the  extra  session  for  which  it  has  been 
convened.  In  Maryland,  the  governor  has  the 
power,  and  will  no  doubt  exercise  it,  to  fix  upon 
an  earlier  day  than  that  (1st  Monday  in  October) 
fixed  by  law  for  holding  the  election.  The  elec- 
tion will  be  held  probably  on  some  day  in  August. 

[National  Intelligencer. 

Dreadful  steamboat  disaster.  The  steamboat  Ben 
Shetrod,  running  between  New  Orleans  and  Louis- 
ville, caught  fire  on  Monday  night,  the  8th  inst, 
when  about  50  miles  below  Natchez,  and  near  Fort 
Adams,  on  her  way  up  the  river,  and  in  a short 
time  was  burnt  up.  One  hundred  and  twenty,  out 
of  the  one  hundred  and  ninety  lives  on  board,  were 
lost!  Mr.  Smith,  of  the  firm  of  Newhouse  & Co.  of 
Mobile,  was  on  board  with  his  lady,  two  children, 
and  servant.  Mrs.  Smith  jumped  overboard  with 
one  of  the  children.  Mr.  S.  immediately  followed, 
and  was  so  fortunate  as  to  procure  a plank,  by 
means  of  which  the  lives  of  all  were  preserved. 
They  were  in  the  water,  however,  about  two  hours, 
and  drifted  down  the  river  a half  dozen  miles  before 
they  reached  the  shore. 

Appointment  by  the  president.  Ferdinand  Gard- 
ner, of  New  York,  to  be  consul  for  the  Cape  de 
Verd  Islands,  in  the  place  of  William  G.  Merrill, 
resigned. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Independence  was  expected  to 
sail  from  Boston  for  Russia  yesterday  afternoon, 
but  the  shifting  of  the  wind  to  the  eastward  pre- 
vented. It  is  currently  reported,  we  know  not  on 
what  authority,  that  she  has  been  detained  several 
days  for  want  of  the  necessary  funds  in  specie  for 
defraying  her  expenses  abroad. 

[ Boston  Daily  Advertiser  of  Monday. 

A lady  sailor.  Mrs.  Iloldridge,  the  w:fe  of  capt. 
N.  Holdridge,  of  the  packet  ship  United  States,  ar- 
rived on  Tuesday  in  that  vessel — it  being  her  thir- 
tieth voyage  across  the  Atlantic!  AVe  think  she  is 


fairly  entitled  to  a command,  having  in  every  in- 
stance sailed  as  the  mate  of  capt.  H. 

[N.  Y.  Cour.  and  Enq. 

Maine  election.  The  Waldo  district  has  at  length 
probably  made  choice  of  a representative  in  con- 
gress, as  appears  from  the  returns  given  by  the  Bel- 
fast Journal.  The  votes  in  21  towns  are,  for  Hugh 
J.  Anderson  2,650,  and  he  is  probably  chosen.— 
The  other  votes  are,  for  Marshall  659,  Hall  336, 
Crosby  349,  and  79  scattering. 

Albany.  The  aggregate  vote  at  the  recent  char- 
ter election  in  the  Metropolis  was  near  3,800— the 
average  being  about  2,061  for  the  whig,  and,  1,711 
for  the  Van  Buren  tickets.  Hon.  Erastus  Corning, 
the  old’mayor,  resigned  his  post  on  finding  the  city 
against  his  party. 

Failures  in  Boston.  According  to  the  directory, 
there  are  in  this  city,  says  the  Boston  Journal,  five 
hundred  and  eighty-five  mercantile  houses  and 
wholesale  stores,  five  hundred  and  twenty-nine  re- 
tail, and  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  petty  shops; 
in  all  thirteen  hundred  and  seven.  Of  this  number, 
there  have  failed,  since  November  last,  seventy- 
eight  among  the-larger  establishments,  sixty  among 
the  retailers,  and  about  thirty  among  the  shops — - 
making  an  aggregate  of  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight. 

Divorce.  At  a late  term  of  the  Rhode  Island  su- 
preme court,  held  at  Providence,  there  were  four- 
teen petitions  for  divorce  granted,  ten  on  the  appli- 
cation of  females  and  four  by  males. 

The  principal  cause  for  divorce,  shown  by  one  of 
the  petitioners,  was,  that  her  husband  had  put  her 
head  into  a kettle  of  hot  water.  It  is  needless  to  add 
that  the  husband  was  himself  heated  by  ardent  spi- 
rits. The  pelition  was  granted. 

A peaceable  town.  A New  Jersey  paper  says  “in 
the  little  but  most  respectable  township  of  Elinsboro’ 
in  this  county,  where  there  are  about  80  voters,  they 
have  neither  tavern,  store,  lawyer,  justice  of  the 
peace,  nor  any  thing  else  that  tends  to  disturb  the 
quietude  and  industry  of  its  inhabitants.” 

Pressure  in  the  icesi.  The  Cincinnati  Whig  of  the 
8th  instant  says.  “The  laboring  classes'  in  this  city 
are  just  beginning  to  feel  the  pressure  in  the  money 
market  severely.  On  Saturday  evening  last,  seve- 
ral of  our  large  foundry  and  machine  establishments 
discharged  most  of  their  workmen,  and  two  or  three 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  ship  yards  entirely  closed 
their  business.  The  cause  is,  the  impossibility  of 
obtaining  money  enough  to  pay  the  workmen. 

A severe  gale  was  experienced  in  New  York  on 
Monday  night  last.  Among  other  damage,  to 
dwellings,  signs,  &c.  &c.  it  unroofed  the  piano  forte 
manufactory  of  Dubois,  Stoddard  & Durham.  The 
roof  was  carried  several  hundred  feet  and  deposited 
in  a vacant  lot. 

IVhilc’s  trial.  We  omitted  to  state  that  on  While’s 
third  trial Tor  burning  the  treasury  department,  the 
jury  could  not  agree  and  was  discharged.  They 
stood,  four  for  conviction  and  eight  for  acquittal. 

New  Orleans  has  recently  been  the  scene  of  some 
disgraceful  riots,  which  had  their  origin  in  “a  fight” 
between  two  vulgar  boxers,  one  an  Irishman  and 
the  other  an  Englishman.  Several  lives,  it  is  said, 
were  lost,  and  the  military  were  ordered  out  to 
quite  the  disturbance.  The  Irish  hero  was  parad- 
ed about  the  streets  of  the  city  in  a coach  drawn 
by  his  friends! 

Com.  Rogers  sailed  from  New  York  on  the  11th 
inst.  in  the  packet  ship  Montreal  for  Liverpool. 

Newspapers  in  Mississippi.  The  following  vve 
take  from  the  Macon  Star,  and  is,  we  believe,  a 
pretty  correct  list: 

Natchez  Courier  and  Journal,  Free  Trader, 
Christian  Herald,  Vicksburg  Register,  Sentinel  and 
Expositor,  Mississippian,  State  Rights  Banner, 
Clinton  Gazette,  Raymond  Times,  Gallatin  Demo- 
crat, Woodville  Republican,  Pontotoc  Union,  Mis- 
sissippi Mirror,  Macon  Star,  Lexington  Gazette, 
Manchester  AVhig,  Grenada  Bulletin,  Paulding 
Palladium,  Canton  Herald,  Liberty  Advocate,  Co- 
lumbus Democrat,  Southern  Argus,  Port  Gibson 
Correspondent<^Port  Gibson  Southerner,  Rodney 
Telegraph,  Grand  Gulf  Advertiser,  Mississippi 
Tuscahomian. 

Anii-slavery  associations.  At  a recent  meeting  of 
the  anti-slavery  society  in  New  York  if  was  stated 
that  483  new  associations  of  this  description  had 
been  formed  in  our  country  during  the  past  year; 
two  of  which  are  said  to  be  flourishing  state  socie- 
ties, making  the  whole  number  1,006.  The  amount 
of  moneys  received  this  year  is  near  $37,000,  be- 
ing $10,000  increase  since  last.  Number  of  publi- 
cations 669,000;  number  of  agents  70. 
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PAYAELE  IN  ADVANCE. 

{Jty-We  have  published  the  proceedings  of  meet- 
ings held  in  the  cities  ot'  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Washington  and  Charleston,  S.  C.  in  relation  to  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  banks  in  Boston  and  New  Orleans  on  the 
same  subject,  all  of  which  are  interesting  as  indica- 
tive of  public  sentiment,  and  will  be  useful  for  refer- 
ence. The  meetings  in  N.  York  and  Philadelphia, 
it  will  be  seen,  denounce  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks  in  the  strongest  terms;  and 
tile  latter  appointed  a committee  to  confer  with 
those  institutions  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  request  tllenr  to  pay  their  ten  or  five 
dollar  notes  in  specie — Tile  banks  declined  doing 
so,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  their  reply  to  the  com- 
mittee. which  we  have  appended  to  the  account  of 
the  meeting.  An  adjourned  meeting  to  receive 
the  reply  of  the  banks  was  held  on  Monday  last. 
It  was  not  so  numerous  as  the  original  meeting, 
and  less,  feeling,  it  is  said,  was  manifested.  We 
have  not  seen  ail  authorised  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings, but  the  “Commercial  Herald”  states,  that  one 
of  the  resolutions  adopted  was  to  raise  a corps  of 
10,000  men  to  protect  the  custom  house  and  post 
office. 

The  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  bank  of  George- 
town, the  only  bank  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
which  we  stated  in  our  last,  continued  to  pay  spe- 
cie, has_also  yielded  to  the  force  of  circumstances 
and  keeps  its  precious  metals  in  its  vaults.  There 
are  however,  a few  banks  that  continue  to  pay 
specie  for  their  notes;  but  specie  is  nearly  banished 
as  a circulating  medium,  and  its  place  is  filled 
by  those  abominations  called  “shin  plasters,” 
which  are  becoming  as  plentiful,  and  will  prove  as 
troublesome',  as  the  frogs  in  Egypt. 

The  letter  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the 
collector  of  the  customs  atN.  York,  (see  page  201), 
affords  conclusive  evidence  that  the  government 
will  insist  upon  the  payment  of  duties  and  bonds  a* 
the  custom  houses  in  specie.  This  letter  was  occa- 
sioned by  a statement  that  Mr.  Swartwout,  the  col- 
lector at  New  York,  had  declared  at  a meeting  of 
merchants  held  on  tile  17th  inst.  on  his  return  from 
Washington,  (see  proeeeilinga  uni),  tha_t 
' had  determined  to  throw  himself  on  the  merchants, 
on  congress  ami  the  country  for  his  justification  and 
would  continue  to  take  current  notes  in  payment 
of  duties  and  bonds  ” Mr.  S.  was  not  fairly  under- 
stood, as  appears  by  the  following  from  the  “Globe.” 

“We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  the  collector  of  N. 
Yoi'k  has  promptly  communicated  to  t<*e  treasury 
department  a full  and  frank  explanation  on  tile  sub- 
ject of  the  remarks  recently  made  by  him  at  a pub- 
lic meeting  in  that  city,  concerning  the  receipt  of 
payment  for  duties. 

“He  assures  the  department  that  he  did  not,  on 
that  occasion,  express  any  intention  to  violate,  nor 
has  he  violated,  the  law  or  the  instructions  given 
to  him  in  conformity  with  it;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  expressions  of  sympathy  and  willingness 
to  relieve  the  merchants  in  their  present  embar- 
rassments beyond  what  the  laws  might  sanction, 
were  uttered  by  him  in  reference  to  what  he  had, 
.while  at  Washington,  proposed  to  risk,  if  approved 
by  the  proper  authorities,  explaining,  at  the  same 
time,  that  both  the  president  and  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  very  explicitly,  though  feelingly,  in- 
formed him  that  it  was  improper,  and  contrary  to 
their  official  duty,  to  countenance  any  such  proce- 
dure.” 

The  “Globe,”  in  noticing  a hope  expressed  by  ano- 
ther print,  that  the  collectors  of  other  ports  would 
not  hesitate  to  pursue  the  course  which  it  was  al- 
leged Mr.  Swartwout  had  resolved  to  pursue,  sayS: 

“If  any  collector  ‘takes  the  responsibility’  to  op- 
pose and  defeat  the  laws,  we  have  no  doubt  that 
general  .Tacksnn  has  a successor  who  will  take  the 
responsibility  to  appoint  another  otlicer  instead  of 
such  collector,  who  will  dare  he  honest  and  firm, 
and  faithful  to  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  and  the 
constitution.” 

Tile  collector  of  New  Orleans  issued  the  follow- 
ing notice  on  the  15th  instant: 

Collector's  office,  New  Orleans,  May  15,  1337. 

Tile  notes  of  the  several  binks  of  this  city  wiil 
be  received  (until  further  notice)  in  paym’ent  of 
duty  bonds  to  the  government,  and  also  at  this 
office  for  cash  duties,  fees,  Sec.  &c. 

Jas.  W.  Beejedlove,  collector 
Vol.  LII — Sig.  13. 


The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  slates, 
that  Mr.  Secretary  Woodbury  lias  addressed  a cir- 
cular to  tiie  cashiers  of  the  suspending  banks,  ask- 
ing an  explanation  of  the  causes,  &c.  and  notifying 
them  that  no  farther  deposites  of  the  public  money 
can  he  made  with  them,  if  they  have  actually  sus- 
pended. The  secretary  informs  them  that  he  will 
dravv  out  the  funds  deposited  with  them,  by  war- 
rants and  transfers,  reasonable  in  amount  and  time 
of  payment — which  it  is  expected  that  the  hanks 
will  meet  in  a satisfactory  manner,  among  other 
reasons,  “to  exonerate  themselves  from  injurious, 
inevitable,  and  unpleasant  consequences.”  Tiie 
following  queries  are  propounded  for  early  an- 
swers. 

1st.  Whether  you  expect  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments soon  and  what  mode  you  propose  to  take  ful- 
ly and  seasonably  to  indemnify,  secure,  and  satisfy 
the  government  and  the  public  creditors  for  any 
breach  of  your  agreement  and  bond? 

2d.  Whether,  if  you  do  not  expect  to  resume  spe- 
cie payments  soon,  any  particular  time  for  it  here- 
after has  been  yet  decided  on,  and  what  special  ef- 
forts or  arrangements  you  Intend  to  make  for  that 
very  important  object? 

The  Washington  “Globe”  contradicts  the  state- 
ment that  the  late  president  had  suffered  by  the 
protest  of  his  bills  drawn  on  his  crops  and  by  en- 
dorsement; and  says  that  “there  is  not  a syllable  of 
truth  in  any  of  the  whig  statements  on  the  subject. 
General  Jackson  has  not  drawn  a bill  for  any  sum 
for  twenty  years.  His  last  crop  of  cotton  was  sent 
to  New  Orleans,  and  sold  by  that  honest  and  faith- 
ful agent,  col.  M.  White.  Twenty-two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  of  its  avails  were  sent  to  the  ex- 
president before  he  left  Washington,  and  enabled 
him  to  meet  all  his  engagements,  and  reach  home 
clear  of  debt.  The  balance  was  remitted  to  Nash- 
ville without  draft. 

“The  three  hundred  thousand  dollar  story  is  as 
destitute  of  truth  as  that  of  the  six  thousand  dollar 
draft.  General  Jackson  has  endorsed  for  no  one;  has 
no  connection  with  hanks,  banking  companies  or 
individual  companies  of  land  speculators,  or  indivi- 
dual in  land,  cotton  or  any  tiling  else. 

He  is  fortunately  clear  of  debt,  else  the  kind  wishes 
of  the  whigs,  manifested  in  their  attempts  to  de- 
stroy his  credit,  might  have  been  realized,  l>» 
pelting  him  to  sacrifice  his  property  to  raise  mo- 
ney, to  which  they  have  cut  off  the  usual  and  easy 
access,  by  the  suspension  of  specie  payments.” 

A large  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  con- 
vened  at  Faneuil  Hall  on  Wednesday  the  17tb  inst. 
to  receive  the  report  of  a committee  appointed  on 
the  previous  evening  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
complying  with  the  post  office  specie  circular.  The 
report  reciled  the  circumstances  of  the  issue  of  the 
circular — and  commented  on  the  prevailing  derange- 
ment of  the  times;  and  concluded  with  a series  of  re- 
solutions, declaring  that  the  execution  of  the  post 
office  circular  would  be  oppressive,  exacting  and 
impracticable;  that  it  should  be  resisted  “peaceably” 
if  it  were  possible,  “forcibly”  if  it  were  necessary — 
at  any  rate  that  it  should  he  at  all  hazards  re- 
sisted. 

Tile  resolutions  were  interrupted  with  long  and 
loud  acclamations  of  applause.  An  animated  debate 
then  ensued  on  their  adoption,  in  which  Messrs. 
Zebedee  Cook,  George  Bond,  Abbott  Lawrencc- 
(a  member  of  the  last  congress),  Wm.  Sturgis  and 
Messrs.  Adams  and  Josslyn  (the  two  last  friends  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren)  participated.  Mr.  Lawrence  said 
- — -The  day  was  one  of  sorrow  and  sadness — not  of 
congratulation.  Men  with  the  feelings  of  men 
could  not  repress  their  indignation.  He  would  not 
hesitate  to  speak  his  sentiments  of  the  administra- 
tion. There  is  no  people  on  the  face  of  God’s  earth 
that  is  so  abused,  cheated,  plundered  and  trampled  on 
by  their  rulers,  as  are  the  people  of  the  United,  States. 
This  was  his  sincere  and  deliberate  conviction. 
He  would  not  say  that  he  did  not  approve  all  the 
sentiments  of  the  resolutions.  But  the  time  had 
not  yet  come  for  their  adoption.  It  might  come — 
it  might  come  the  next  week — and  citizens  might 
then  come  together,  prepared  to  adopt  the  resolu- 
tions that  had  been  read,  and  adopt  the  measures 
necessary  to  sustain  them.  When  that  fearful  cri- 
sis should  arrive — when  t>he  issue  should  eventual- 


ly be  made  up  between  an  oppressed  people  and 
an  oppressing  government — he  should  not  he  at  a 
loss  lor  the  course  that  it  would  be  proper  for  him 
to  pursue.  Meanwhile  let  us  proceed  vvitu  great 
caution,  prudence  and  foresight.  The  government 
are  in  the  wrong.  They  exact  impossibilities — and 
let  us  keep  them  in  the  wrong— and  commit  our- 
selves by  no  overt  act,  till  we  find  that  the  laws  of 
self-preservation  compel  us  to  a forcible  resistance. 
We  are  afloat  on  a tempestuous  ocean — with  no 
rudder— no  compass — no  pilot — and  the  time  may 
come  when  the  crew  will  be  compelled  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  ship. 

Several  gentlemen  followed  Mr.  Lawrence , and 
when  they  had  concluded  their  remarks,  he  ottered 
the  following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  recommend  to  the 
postmaster  of  this  city  the  postponement  of  the  exe- 
cution of  the  order  from  the  department  of  the 
general  post  office,  requiring  individuals  to  pay 
specie  for  letters  on  the  delivery  of  the  same,  until 
hS  can  hear  from  the  department. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  report 
and  resolutions  submitted  this  morning  be  postpon- 
ed, until  Saturday  the  27th  instant— at  4 o’clock  in 
the  afternoon;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  they  be 
committed  to  a committee  of  twenty-four,  consist- 
ing of  the  committee  who  reported  them  and  fifteen 
other  gentlemen. 

The  committee  was  then  appointed  accordingly, 
-and  the  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  on  this  day /the 
27th  instant. 

We  see  it  stated,  that  the  postmaster  at  Boston 
has  issued  a notice  requesting  all  box- holders  to 
deposite,  in  specie,  in  advance,  at  least  fifty  per  cent, 
of  the  presumed  amount  of  their  postage  for  the 
ensuing  quarter. 

The  editor  of  the.  “Richmond  Enquirer”  in  allu- 
sion to  the  order  of  tile  secretary  of  the  treasury 
permitting  merchants  bonds  to  lay  over,  under  cer- 
tain conditions,  says — 

“The  payment  of  specie  for  the  public  lands  is 
thus  suspended,  so  far  as  the  drafts  are  concerned — - 
and  the  duties  and  the  public  lands  are  put  on  the 
same  footing.  But  even  if  the  merchants  cannot 
obtain  these  drafts,  their  bonds  are  still  to  layover.” 

THE  BR1B  <1  e. ..  . T.r ' 1.' ... . M..„: L 

of  the  capture  of  this  vessel  wiil  be  found  in  a sub- 
sequent page.  It  is  stated  that  commodore  Dallas , 
the  commander  of  our  squadron  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  has,  upon  an  investigation  of  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  capture  of  the  Urrea, 
given  orders  for  her  immediate  release.  This  cap- 
ture of  the  Urrea  was  most  unfortunate  in  the  present 
attitude  of  the  two  countries,  and  we  must  expect 
the  Mexican  authorities  will  place  the  worst  con- 
struction upon  it. 

Mississippi.  We  have  published  the  message 
of  the  governor  of  Msssissippi  to  the  legislature  in. 
the  present  sheet,  to  which  our  readers  are  referred 
for  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  convene  an 
extra  session.  The  post  note  law,  as  passed  by  the 
house,  had  received  the  sanction  of  the  senate,  after 
being  materially  altered,  and  is  returned  to  the 
house  for  their  concurrence.  The  bill  of  the  senate 
provides  that  the  banks  may  issue  post  notes  hav- 
ing a period  of  not  less  than  six  nor  rnore  than 
thirteen  months  to  run  to  maturity,  which' shall  be 
taken  in  payment  of  all  claims,  taxes,  &c.  due  to 
the  state.  No  post  note  to  he  of  a less  denomina- 
tion than  20  dollars.  All  debts  due  the  banks  may 
be  paid  with  post  notes,  whether  they  have  attain- 
ed -maturity  or  not.  Five  per  cent,  will  be  allowed 
on  them  till  the  day  of  their  maturity,  and  four  per 
cent,  may  be  charged  on  all  loans.  After  the  ma- 
turity of  a post  note,  if  suffered  to  be  protested  for 
non-payment,  124,  per  cent,  interest  shall  be  allow- 
ed until  payment  is  made. 

Damages  for  default  of  a bill  of  exchange  drawn 
by  citizens  of  the  state  on  persons  out  of  the  state 
will  not  be  allowed;  but  all  domestic  hills  of  ex- 
change protested  for  non-payment  shall  pay  five 
per  cant,  damages.  A resolution  authorising  the 
location  of  a branch  of  the  United  States  bank  of 
Pennsylvania  in  the  state  was  brought  before  the 
house;  and  after  muah  discussion,  lost  by  a vote  of 
13  to  22. 
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Twenty-fifth  congress.  As  this  body  is  to 
convene  tor  legislative  action  on  the  first  Monday 
in  September,  it  may  be  proper  to  reconnoitre  the 
ground,  and  see  how  the  parties  stand 

SENATE. 

The  following  schedule  will  show  the  relative 
strength  of  the  parties  in  that  body. 

(W.)  (V.  B.) 


Maine, 

N.  Hampshire, 

Vermont, 

Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey 

Delaware, 

Pennsylvania 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

N.  Carolina, 

S.  Carolina, 

Georgia, 

Alabama, 

Mississippi, 

Louisiana, 

Tennessee, 

Kentucky, 

Arkansas, 

Missouri 

Illinois, 

Indiana, 

Ohio, 

Michigan, 


18 


2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

33 

18 


Ruggles  & Dana. 
Hubbard  &.  Pearce. 
Prentiss  & Smith. 
Webster  & Davis. 
Knight  & Robbins. 
Niles  & Smith. 

Wright  & Tallmadge 
Southard  &.  Wall. 
Bayard  & Clayton. 
Buchanan  & McKean. 
Kent  & Spencer. 

Rives  &.  Roane. 

Brown  & Strange. 
Calhoun  & Preston. 
King  & Cuthbert. 

King  (one  vacancy.*) 
Black  & Walker. 
Nicholas  &Mouton. 
White  & Grundy 
Clay  & Crittenden. 
Sevier  & Fulton. 
Benton  & Linn. 
Robinson  & Young. 

. Smith  &.  Tipton 
Morris  & Allen. 

Lyon  & Norvell. 


V.  Buren  majority,  15 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Last  congress.  New  congress. 
Whig.  V.  B.  Whig.  V.  B. 


Maine, 

2 

5t 

1 

New  Hampshire, 

0 

5 

0 

5 

Vermont, 

5 

0 

4 

1 

Massachusetts, 

11 

1 

10 

2 

Connecticut, 

0 

6 

0 

6 

New  York, 

9 

31 

10 

30 

New  Jersey, 

0 

6 

6 

0 

Pennsylvania, 

11 

164; 

10 

174 

Delaware, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

South  Carolina, 

7 

2 

7 

2 

Georgia, 

0 

9 

2 

7 

Louisiana, 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Illinois, 

0 

3 

0 

3 

Missouri, 

1 

1 

0 

2 

Ohio, 

10 

9 

11 

8 

Virginia, 

6 

15 

6 

0 

15 

.n.1  Kansas, 

u 

1 

1 

65 

111 

70 

106 

65 

70 

V.  Buren  majority. 

46  V. 

B.  maj. 

. 36 

Showing  a whig  gain  of  five  members;  which 
makes  a difference  of  10  votes  against  the  adminis- 
tration. The  following  states  are  yet  to  elect  their 


members: 

Time , 

Last 

W. 

congress. 
V.  B. 

Rhode  fsland. 

August, 

2 

Maryland, 

October,§ 

5 

3 

N.  Carolina, 

August, 

7 

6 

Alabama, 

do. 

4 

1 

Mississippi, 

November, 

1 

1 

Tennessee, 

August, 

11 

2 

Kentucky, 

do. 

9 

4 

Indiana, 

do. 

7 

Michigan, 

1 

37  27 

[ N . Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 


Mr.  Webster  spent  several  days  in  the  city  of 
Pittsburgh  and  left  it  on  Saturday  the  13th  inst.  on 
hi3  way  down  the  Ohio  river.  On  his  arrival  there 
the  following  correspondence  took  place. 

On  the  15th  he  partook  of  a public  dinner  at 
Wheeling,  Va.  and  delivered  the  speech  inserted  in 
page  205,  in  reply  to  the  following  toast: 


*Occasionedby  the  resignation  of  Mr.  McKinley, 
who  has  been  appointed  an  associate  judge  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States. 

-jTlve  7th  district  being  still  vacant,  we  have  not 
included  it  in  either  year. 

fThe  Sd  district  being  vacant,  we  have  not  in- 
cluded it,  in  either  yrar. 

§The  governor  and  council  have  authority  to  ap- 
point an  earlier  day  for  the  election,  if  they  judge 
tlje  public  interest  requires  it,  and  they  will  doubl- 
es do  so  in  the  jiroceot  instance. 


Our  distinguished  guest — His  manly  and  untiring, 
though  unsuccessful  efforts  to  sustain  the  suprema- 
cy of  the  constitution  and  the  laws  against  the  en- 
croachments of  executive  power,  and  to  avert  the 
catastrophe  that  now  impends  over  the  country,  have 
given  him  a new  claim  to  the  gratitude  of  his  coun- 
trymen, and  added  a new  lustre  to  that  fame  which 
was  already  imperishably  identified  with  the  histo- 
ry of  our  institutions. 

Pittsburgh,  11  ill  of  May,  1837. 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Dear  sir:  The  intelligence  of  your  approach  to 
Pittsburgh  has  roused  into  intense  activity,  the 
sentiments  long  and  indissolubly  associated  with 
your  name.  Eager  inquiry  is  every  where  made, 
how  we  may  best  mark  our  sense  of  your  character 
and  services. 

This  is  not  the  place  to  dwell  upon  the  claims 
which  you  possess  to  the  admiration  and  gratitude 
of  every  American  citizen.  The  most  anxious 
enumeration,  at  this  moment,  would  leave  much 
omitted.  We  confide  that  task  to  history. 

We  throw  open  our  fields,  our  workshops,  our 
manufactories.  It  is  in  the  midst  of  these  scenes 
of  labor  that  we  have  so  often  had  occasion,  forget- 
ting the  splendid  orator,  to  feel  and  acknowledge 
that  iri  you  we  possessed  a friend  and  champion,  of 
ceaseless  vigilance  and  profound  sagacity. 

In  discharging  the  duty  confided  to  us  of  offering 
to  you  a frank  and  cordial  welcome,  we  beg  you  to 
state  at  what  time  your  convenience  will  permit 
you  to  partake  of  a public  entertainment.  We  are, 
with  the  highest  respect,  your  friends  and  fellow 
citizens, 

James  Ross,  John  D.  Davis,  Wm.  Blackstock, 
Lewis  Peterson,  Samuel  Roseburgh,  M.  Allen, 
Wm.  Bell,  John  F.  Wrenshall,  Wm.  Daily,  J.  E. 
Wade,  Robert  Mackey,  James  Logan,  C.  H.  Kay, 
H.  M.  Watts,  H.  D.  Sellers,  John  Arthurs,  Wm. 
Eichbaum,  R.  C.  Stockton,  W.  Wade,  Charles  F. 
Spang,  George  W.  Holdship,  John  Little,  Benj. 
Darlington,  Thomas  Williams,  Neville  B.  Craig, 
A.  W.  Foster,  W.  Robinson,  jr.  W.  B.  McClure, 
Wm.  Hays,  James  W.  Brown,  Solomon  Stoner,  W. 
W.  Irwin,  George  Breed,  Richard  Biddle. 

Pittsburgh,  May  11,  1837. 

Gentlemen:  I thank  you  for  the  welcome  with 
which  you  are  pleased  to  receive  me  on  my  arrival 
in  Pittsburgh.  Your  kindness  has  awakened  grate- 
ful and  lively  recollections  of  a former  occasion  on 
which  I had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  many  of  its  ci- 
tizens, of  making  their  acquaintance,  and  of  enjoy- 
ing their  hospitality;  and  I see  with  much  pleasure, 
that  the  intervening  years  have  added  greatly  to  the 

extent,  husinese  and  general  jnvepei'Ity  Ol  your 

city. 

T rannrd  but  perceive,  gentlemen,  that  your  par- 
tiality has  led  you  to  speak  in  terms  quite  too  high 
and  glowing  of  my  claims  to  the  regard  of  your- 
selves and  neighbors,  on  account  of  my  public  ser- 
vices; but  those  terms  do  not  exceed  the  limits  of 
truth  when  applied  to  my  desire  for  the  success,  in 
their  various  pursuits  of  industry,  of  this  busy,  ac- 
tive and  rapidly  increasing  community. 

You  will  allow  me,  gentlemen,  most  respectfully, 
to  decline  the  honor  of  a public  dinner.  It  is  my 
purpose  to  remain  here  through  this  day  and  to- 
morrow; and  it  will  afford -me  great  gratification  to 
see  any  of  your  fellow  citizens,  who  may  desire  to 
meet  me,  in  the  most  unceremonious  manner. 

I take  the  opportunity  to  renew  to  the  citizens 
of  Pittsburgh  my  thanks  for  their  kindhess  at  a 
former  time,  which  has  left  an  abiding  impression, 
as  well  as  to  express  to  you  my  acknowledgments 
for  your  present  courtesy;  and  I leave  with  you  all 
my  hearty  good  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  your 
city;  for  its  escape  from  threatened  dangers  and 
distresses,  or  its  successful  struggle  through  them; 
and  for  your  personal  health  and  happiness.  Your 
obliged  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 

D-an’l  Webster. 

Hon.  James  Ross  and  others,  citizens  of  Pittsburgh. 

Mr.  Cambreleng.  From  the  Albany  Argus. 
The  following  paragraph  appeared  in  the  Evening 
Journal  of  the  18th  instant,  viz: 

“Cambreleng’s  letter.  It  is  now  understood 
that  the  incendiary  letter  of  the  ‘commercial  repre- 
sentative of  the  city  of  New  York,’  was  written  to 
the  comptroller,  and  not,  as  we. supposed,  to  the 
governor.  In  the  absence  of  the  comptroller,  the 
letter  was  taken  to  the  executive  chamber,  arid 
there  shown  by  the  governor  to  some  ofhis  friends.” 

On  the  day  following  the  appearance  of  the  above 
article,  a note  was  addressed  to  the  editor  of  the 
Evening  Journal,  of  which  the  following  is  a copy: 

“ Albany , May  19,  1S37. 

“T.  Weed,  esq. — Sir, — I infer  from  an  article  in 
your  paper  of  yesterday,  that  a letter  had  been  ad- 
dressed to  me  by  Mr.  Cambreleng,  containing  the 


remarks  which  had  been  previously  published  ir^ 
the  Evening  Journal,  as  follows,  viz: — The  banks 
should  be  left  to  their  fate.  We  have  got  them  on  the 
hip,  and  must  keep  them  there. 

“I  desire  to  know  from  what  source  you  derived 
information  in  regard  to  the  contents  of  a letter  to 
me,  received  during  my  absence,  and  particularly 
who  authorised  you  to  state  that  a letter  had  been 
received  from  Mr.  Cambreleng  containing  the  sen- 
tences before  quoted.  Respectfully  yours, 

A.  C.  Flagg.” 

One  of  the  publishers  of  the  Evening  Journal  sta- 
ted to  the  bearer  of  the  above  note,  that  Mr.  Weed 
was  absent  from  town.  The  name  of  the  person 
who  manufactured  the  extract  of  a letter  from  Mr. 
Cambreleng,  cannot  therefore  be  presented  to  the 
public  at  tnis  time.  But  as  the  Evening  Journal 
nas  been  made  the  medium  for  a publication  which 
show’s  an  abuse  of  the  misplaced  confidence  of  the 
governor,  and  a gross  and  shameful  violation  of  all 
the  sanctities  of  private  correspondence,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  both  of  the  parties  to  the  correspondence,  I 
trust  its  editor  will  do  my  correspondent  the  jus- 
tice to  publish  in  his  paper  the  name  of  the  person 
who  gave  him  the  extract  referred  to. 

In  the  mean  time  it  is  proper  to  say,  that  the  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Cambreleng  to  me  does  not  contain 
the  expressions  given  in  the  sentences  before  quot- 
ed, nor  does  it  contain  any  part  of  either  of  those 
sentences.  A.  C.  Flagg. 

Adam  Huntsman  (a  representative  in  the  last 
congress  from  Tennessee,)  thus  closes  an  address  to 
his  constituents,  in  which,  after  giving  an  account 
of  his  stewardship,  he  declines  a canvass  for  re- 
election: 

“As  I have  declined  being  a candidate  for  con- 
gress at  the  ensuing  election,  I consider  the  pre- 
ceding explanation  necessary  in  addition  to  what 
the  journals  will  show,  upon  which  I am  willing  to 
stand  or  fall.  I have  pi  any  reasons  for  the  steps  I, 
have  taken.  Since  I arrived  at  the  age  ol  twenty- 
one  years,  more  than  orre-half  of  my  time  has  been 
spent  in  public  life.  The  sympathy  excited  for  the 
melancholy  fate  of  the  late  col.  Crockett,  is  such, 
that  many  wish  to  pay  a tribute  of  respect  to  him  by 
electing  his  son.  I will  not  stand  in  the  way  of  this 
generous  sympathy;  besides,  in  the  last  two  years 
I was  only  four  and  one-half  months  at  home;  my 
own  affairs  need  my  attention  much.  Further- 
more, 1 find  young  Crockett  possesses  (in  the  main) 
sound  republican  principles.  He  is  opposed  to  a 
protective  tarifF — for  reducing  it  to  the  wants  of  the 
government  administered  with  economy.  He  is 
avainst  the  power  claimed  by  the  general  govern- 
ment to  make  internal  improvements,  but  is  for 
leaving  that  to  the  states.  He  is  against  the  r»- 
charter  of  the  United  States  bank;  for  a strict  con- 
struction of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States; 
he  is  against  federalism,  abolition,  and  has  always 
been  against  the  doctrines  of  nullification,  most 
especially;  and  I shall  most  unquestionably  support 
him  against  any  man  possessing  contrary  doctrines 
in  these  particulars .” 

Navy  pension  fund.  The  Army  and  Navy 
Chronicle  says— There  is  a strange  misconception 
in  the  minds  of  some  as  to  the  source  from  whence 
this  fund  is  derived;  it  has  been  supposed  that  it 
was  created  by  a monthly  deduction  of  twenty  cents 
from  the  pay  of  every  officer  and  seaman  in  the  na- 
val and  merchant  service — thus  confounding  it  with 
the  hospital  fund. 

The  navy  pension  fund  was  created  by  a moiety 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  all  captures  made  by 
our  public  vessels,  which,  during  the  war  with 
Great  Britian,  were  very  large.  Having  been  in- 
vested in  stocks,  the  receipts  so  far  exceeded  the 
disbursements,  that  the  fund  had  accumulated  to 
over  one  million  of  dollars,  which  would  of  course 
have  been  still  further  increased  every  succeeding 
year. 

As  not  a dollar  of  the  money  was  drawn  from  the 
public  treasury,  congress  very  justly  determined 
that  the  best  disposition  which  could  be  made  of 
the  surplus,  would  be  a distribution  of  it  among  the 
widows  and  children  of  those,  whose  gallantry  had 
wrested  it  from  the  enemy.  This  decision,  tardy 
though  it  be,  has  dispensed  comfort  to  many  an 
aching  bosom,  and  cheered  the  heart  of  many  a 
lonely  widow,  whose  path  has  not  been  strewed 
with  roses.  • 

The  additional  claims  upon  the  fund,  sanctioned 
by  the  late  liberal  (though  no  more  than  just)  act  of 
congress,  will  probably  abstract  from  two  hundred 
to  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  from  the 
principal,  to  satisfy  arrears  of  pensions  due;  there 
will  still  be,  however,  enough  left,  the  interest  on 
which  will  meet  the  annual  pensions.  After  all  the 
claims  shall  have  been  admitted,  the  annual  increase 
of  new  cases  will  not  be  equal  to  the  decrease  by 
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reason  of  the  death  of  the  pensioners,  or  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  for  which  they  are  entitled  to  pen- 
sions. 

The  hospital  fund,  both  naval  and  marine,  is  de- 
rived from  a monthly  deduction  of  twenty  cents 
from  the  pay  of  each  officer,  seaman  and  marine,  in 
the  naval  or  merchant  service,  which  is  appropriat- 
ed to  the  support  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen.  So 
improvident  is  this  class  of  men,  that  ifgovernment 
did  not  furnish  some  asylum  for  them,  when  sick, 
thousands  would  perish  from  actual  want. 

Appointments  by  the  president.  John  P. 
Duval  to  be  secretary  for  the  territory  of  Florida, 
in  the  place  of  George  K.  Walker,  resigned. 

Joseph  S.  Wilson , of  Washington,  1).  C.  to  be 
principal  clerk  of  private  land  claims  in  the  general 
land  office,  in  the  place  of  Samuel  D.  King,  re- 
signed. 

New  York  banks.  From  the  Albany  Argus. — 
The  following  statement  js  furnished  by  the  bank 
commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  snowing  me  ge- 
neral condition  of  the  banks  as  compared  with  their 
condition  on  the  1st  of  January  last: 

Eighteen  New  York  city  banks. 


Loans  and  discounts 

1st  January. 

■1th  May. 

36,442,000 

35,6S3,000 

Specie 

. 3,854,000 

2,596,000 

Circulation 

8,155,000 

4,931,000 

Individual  deposites 

. 1L1S0.000 

9,536,000 

U.  States  do. 

7,176,000 

3,820,000 

Sixty-three  country  banks. 

Loans  and  discounts 

1st  January. 

10th  May. 

26,97.9,000 

26,822,000 

Specie 

. 1,439,000 

1,100,000 

Circulation 

12,461,000 

9,601,000 

Tobacco.  The  committee  appointed  on  behalf 
of  the  tobacco  planters  and  others  interested  in  the 
trade  to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  present  to  him  certain  resolutions  passed  by 
a meeting  of  the  planters  of  Prince  Georges  coun- 
ty, held  on  the  4th  instant,  have  made  the  following 
report: 

The  committee  repaired  to  Washington  on  the 
15th  inst.,  the  time  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and 
having  acquainted  the  president,  by  letter,  of  their 
arrival,  and  requested  a personal  interview  with  him, 
were  informed  in  reply  that  he  would  be  pleased  to 
spe  them  at  12  o’clock  that  day.  At  which  hour 
the  committee  accordinalv  ~~  u: — „ ■ 

handed  him  the  resolutions  of  the  meeting.  After 
neru?ing  these  attentively,  the  president  remarked, 
that  immediately  after  the  attention  of  congress  had 
been  called  to  the  tobacco  trade,  and  their  action  on 
the  subject,  it  had  engaged  as  it  well  merited  (being 
an  interest  of  the  most  valuable  character)  "the  seri- 
ous consideration  of  the  executive.  And  that  he 
had  caused  already  many  steps  to  be  taken  to  pro- 
mote its  prosperily  and  success.  In  particular  that 
our  ministers  in  England  and  France  had  been  fur- 
nished with  the  necessary  instructions  on  the  sub- 
ject; that  instructions  were  also  in  a course  of  pre- 
paration for  our  minister  in  Prussia,  and  that  Mr. 
Joshua  Dodge,  a gentleman  of  great  practical  infor- 
mation in  this  business,  and  who  had  been  appoint- 
ed as  a special  agent  to  assist  and  co-operate  with 
Mr.  Wheaton  (the  minister)  in  relation  to  it,  would 
sail  with  the  instructions  without  delay.  He  also 
stated  that  no  minister  to  Austria  had  been  appoint- 
ed as  yet,  and  that  for  special  reasons  he  did  not 
desire  to  make  the  appointment  earlier  than  the 
next  meeting  of  congress,  but  that  no  injury  would 
probably  result  to  the  tobacco  trade  from  this  delay, 
as  he  intended  in  the  interim  to  send  an  agent  to 
that  country  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  collect  all 
the  material  facts  and  information  which  he  could 
in  respect  to  itv  The  effect  of  which  would  be  to 
render  more  easy  and  certain  of  success  the  efforts 
which  our  minister  would  be  instructed  to  make 
when  sent. 

The  committee  with  great  pleasure  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  cordial,  polite,  and  friendly  manner  in 
which  they  were  received  by  the  president,  and- 
fcel  assured  from  what  passed  between  him  and 
them  that  every  thing  which  can  be  done  on  his 
part  will  be  done  to  foster  and  benefit  the  tobacco 
trade.  Jno.  B.  Brooke,  chairman. 

Thomas  F.  Bowie,  Samuel  L.  Brooke,  Charles 
Hill,  William  D.  Bowie,  Robert  Ghiselin,  Alexan- 
der Keech,  Horatiou  C.  Scott.  [ committee . 

Interesting  relic.  At  the  foot  of  Oliver 
street  is  now  lying  the  Belgic  (formerly  British) 
brig  Rubens,  of  Antwerp,  which  lately  arrived 
here  from  that  port;  and  if  common  fame  or  marine 
tradition  can  be  at  all  relied  on,  she  is  the  identical 
vessel  in  which  captain  Cooke  circumnavigated 
the  globe.  She  now  belongs  to  J.  B.  Dormet  and 


others,  of  Antwerp,  into  whose  possession  she 
came  nearly  forty  years  ago,  when  she  was  captured 
from  the  British  in  the  war  then  raging  between 
France  and  England,  and  carried  into  Holland. — 
Several  coninciding  circumstances,  such  as  her 
name,  age,  burthen,  and  the  place  where  she  was 
built  (Sunderland),  strongly  corroborate  the  assu- 
rance which  her  captors  received  from  her  then 
crew,  that  she  was  the  vessel  in  which  captain 
Cooke  sailed  round  the  world.  She  has  been 
twice  rebuilt  since  she  was  taken  from  the  British, 
but  her  keel  and  under  timbers  were  on  both  occa- 
sions found  not  only  perfectly  sound,  but  so  hard  as 
to  be  almost  impepetrable  to  carpenters’  tools  of  any 
description.  Not  the  least  remarkable  circum- 
stance in  her  history  is,  that  she  is  now,  and  has 
been  for  several  years,  commanded  by  captain 
Hamilton,  an  Englishman,  who  sailed  under  Nel- 
son, and  took  part  in  some  of  his  most  memorable 
engagements.  [IV.  Y.  Com. 

From  Montevideo-  The  editor  of  the  New 
YorK  Courier  has  received  advices  by  the  arrival  of 
the  Elizabeth,  that  that  ship  having  completed  her 
loading,  and  while  lying  off  ready  to  get  under 
weigh,  the  captain  was  refused  her  register  by  the 
captain  of  the  port,  who  stated  that  Mr.  Yernet, 
former  governor  of  the  Falkland  Islands,  had  pre- 
ferred claims  against  Mr.  Burroughs  for  depreda- 
tions committed  at  those  islands  by  the  United 
States  sloop  of  war  Lexington,  captain  Duncan, 
some  years  since.  Captain  Duncan,  it  will  be  re- 
collected, recaptured  the  schooner  Superior  loaded 
with  furs,  which  had  been  piratically  seized  by 
Yernet. 

On  learning  the  detention  of  the  Elizabeth,  Mr. 
Burroughs  stated  the  facts  to  II.  B.  M.  ship  Fly, 
who  considering  the  demand  outrageous,  and  com- 
ing from  a man  who  had  usurped  possession  of  the 
Falkland  Islands,' kindly  promised  to  prevent  the 
Elizabeth  from  being  cut  out;  a piratical  vessel 
meanwhile  anchored  between  the  Elizabeth  and  the 
British  vessel  of  war.  Mr.  Burroughs,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  his  friends,  now  took  the  resolution  to  sail 
without  the  register,  which  he  did.  The  cargo  is 
valued  at  $75,000  and  was  uninsured.  The  inte- 
rior of  the  country  at  Buenos  Ayres,  is  in  a civil 
war,  where  the  former  president,  Rivaras,  has  an 
army.  Business  is  depressed.  About  20  foreign 
vessels  were  waiting  for  bides.  Only  one  other 
American  vessel  in  port. 

Lake  Superior,  i his  mighty  lake  is  the  lar- 
gest body  of  fresh  water  in  the -known,  world.  Its 
length  is  four  hundred  and  eighty  miles,  arid  us 
breadth  one  hundred  and  sixty-one — its  circumfer- 
ence about  one  thousand  one  hundred  miles,  and 
its  depth  nine  hundred  fathoms.  Its  waters  are  re- 
markable for  their  unrivalled  transparency.  About 
1,000  streams  empty  themselves  into  this  lake, 
sweeping  in  sand,  primitive  boulder  stones,  and 
drift  timber,  which  sometimes  accumulate,  so  as  to 
form  islands  in  the  estuaries.  A lignite  formation, 
indeed,  is  said  to  be  in  now  progress.  Within  a 
mile  from  the  shore,  the  water  is  about  70  fathoms; 
within  8 miles,  136  fathoms.  From  the  above 
causes  the  lake  is  gradually  filling  up. 

Lake  Erie,  from  similar  causes,  is  also  filling  up. 
This  sheet  of  water  is  270  miles  in  length,  60  in 
breadth  and  200  fathoms  in  depth.  It  is  gradually 
becoming  shallower.  Long  Point,  for  example, 
has,  in  3 years,  gained  no  less  than  3 miles  on  the 
water.  On  its  southern  shore,  serious  encroach- 
ments have  been  made  in  many  places.  For  a con- 
siderable distance  above  the  mouth  of  Black  River, 
the  bank  of  the  lake  is  low  and  without  rock. — 
Thirteen  years  ago,  the  bank  was  generally  sloping, 
with  a w'ide  beach;  now  the  waves  beat  against  a 
perpendicular  bank,  which,  from  continual  abrasion, 
often  falls  off.  From  one  to  three  rods  in  width  are 
worn  away  annually. 

Improvement  in  the  French  naval  service. 
The  Pari3  Journal  des  Debats  announces  the  fol- 
lowing project  for  educating  a number  of  young  men 
for  the  naval  service. 

Until  the  present  time,  the  merchant  sea  service 
has  had  no  establishment  proper  to  prepare  sailors 
for  its  use,  but  it  has  been  necessary  to  take  them 
by  chance  from  the  overflowings  of  other  kinds  of 
business.  Such  a dependence  for  a profession 
which  demands  more  than  any  other  a special  prepa- 
ration, a rude  and  long  apprenticeship,  various  and 
profound  study,  and  which  carries  with  it  serious 
inconveniences,  of  which  perhaps  the  worst  is  that 
the  knowledge  of  and  taste  for  navigation  remain 
unknown  to  the  population  of  the  interior  of  France. 
Thus  the  profession  which  calls  for  the  most  re- 
markable development  of  the  physical  and  intel- 
lectual qualities,  that  whose  popularity  has  carried 


to  so  great  a height  the  splendor  of  ancient  com- 
mercial nations,  and  in  latter  times  England  and  the 
American  union,  this  profession  remains,  as  it  were, 
in  a state  of  reprobation  for  three-quarters  of  the 
inhabitants  of  France.  Captain  Bernard  is  coming 
forward  as  the  first  to  change  so  unfortunate  a state 
of  things,  and  to  give  an  example  of  a new  system 
which  must  cause  the  profession  of  a sailor  te  become 
popular  in  France.  He  has  built  at  Bordeaux,  a 
three  masted  ship  of  heavy  tonnage,  designed  for  a 
voyage  round  the  world.  Convenient  berths  are 
reserved  for  a certain  number  of  naval  apprentices, 
whom  the  captain  proposes  to  instruct  in  naviga- 
tion. This  ship  is  to  become  a real  maritime  col- 
lege, where  theory  and  practice  will  unite  to  com- 
plete the  education  of  the  young  apprentices. — 
Carrying  with  them  all  the  elements  and  all  the 
means  of  regular  instruction,  they  will  go  to  seek 
in  every  sea  and  climate  for  accidental  chances  and 
extraordinary  incidents — passing  in  turn  through 
all  the  positions  in  which  a sailor  can  find  himself, 
they  will  each  in  his  turn  be  a cabin  boy  without 
the  mortifications  which  destroy  so  many  poor 
children,  without  ever  forgetting  that  they  learn  to 
obey  that  they  may  be  able  to  command;  for  in  th« 
midst  of  the  severe  duties  of  an  austere  life,  they 
will  be  encouraged  by  the  friendly  and  paternal 
voice  of  the  captain,  who  will  be  to  them  the  re- 
presentative of  their  family,  and  a friend  on  whom 
they  may  rely  for  the  future. 

A whale  eight.  From  the  description  given 
us  of  the  sanguinary  battles  which  not  unfrequent- 
ly  occur  between  sperm  whales,  we  should  think 
that  no  animals  fight  with  such  dreadful  ferocity. 
The  females  always  go  in  droves  of  about  twenty, 
with  one  very  large  male  in  company.  A majority 
of  the  males  wander  over  the  ocean  alone.  When- 
ever a lone  whale  meets  with  a drove,  he  forthwith 
turns  upon  the  male  of  the  group  and  gives  him 
battle.  Our  informant  says  he  attacked  one  of 
these  males  while  engaged  in  a fight,  and  succeed®;, 
in  taking  him.  Their  manner  of  fighting  is  bot2 
and  destructive!  They  run  backward  from  each 
other  several  rods,  and  then  rapidly  advance  head 
foremost,  their  great  square  h- ads  meeting  with  a 
dreadful  suddenness.  The  scene  was  one  of  awful 
display.  The  two  monsters,  being  among  the  larg- 
est of  their  species,  advanced  upon  each  other 
with  their  jaws,  which  measured  sixteen  feet  ia 
length,  widely  extended,  exhibiting  huge  rows  oi 
great  teeth,  and  presenting  the  most  ferocious  ap- 
pearance. Tliey  cleaved  much  of  the  flesh  from 
each  other’s  _heads,  and  left  deep  mark^of^theji 
them  had  his  jaws  slewed  round,  and  many  of  his 
teeth  stove  out,  while  the  jaw  of  the  other  was  bro- 
ken off,  so  that  it  hung  to  the  head  only  by  the 
flesh.  It  is  said  that  these  battles  are  not  uncom- 
mon; and  the  conqueror  always  joins  the  drove  of 
females,  and  resumes  the  cruise. 

\_Ncw  Bedford  Gazette- 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  BANKS,  &c. 

From  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BANK  COMMITTEE. 

We  publish  below  the  report  of  the  comittee,  af, 
pointed  at  the  meeting  of  the  representatives  of  the 
banks,  on  Thursday  evening,  and  adopted  by  the 
adjourned  meeting  on  Saturday.  It  states  briefly 
and  stisfactorily  the  motives  which  led  to  the  mea- 
sure of  suspending  specie  payments,  and  it  recom- 
mends  a system  of  measures,  which  appear  to  b« 
hiohly  judicious,  for  guarding  the  banks,  as  well  an 
the  public  as  far  as  practicable,  against  the  evils  to 
be  apprehended  from  that  measure,  and  for  ensur- 
ing, as  far  as  possible,  a speedy  return  to  a sound 
and  legitimate  currency. 


An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  trie 
:veral  banks  of  the  c-ity,  was  held  on  Saturday, 
le  13th  inst.  at  twelve  o’clock.  Every  bank  in 
le  city  with  the  exception  of  two  was  represent- 
I.  The  following  report  was  read  by  Samuel 
ubbard,  esq.  chairman  of  the  committee  previous- 
r appointed,  and  was  unanimously  adopted 

1 HENRY  UPHAM,  secretary . 

report: 

That  they  feel  totally  inadequate  to  form  a ern- 
>ct  judgment  as  to  the  wisest  measures  to  be  pur- 
red in  the  very  difficult  and  untried  situation  iu 
■hich  the  moneyed  institutions  of  the  common- 
wealth are  thrown  by  circumstances  entirely  be 
ond  their  control.  But  the  views  taken  by  your 
ommittee  they  are  ready  to  express. 

In  examining  the  course  taken  by  the  banks  ol 
loston  and  the  vincinity  in  suspending  specie  pay- 
lents  thev  are  led  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  was 
ot-a  'matter  of  mere  expediency,  growing  out  ot 
re  fact  that  the  banks  of  the  great  commercial  city 
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of  the  union  had  set  them  the  example — but  that  it 
was  a measure  of  irresistible  necessity — a necessity 
imposed  on  them,  not  merely  nor  principally  on 
their  own  account,  hut  most  especially  for  the  pro- 
tection of  their  numerous  debtors. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  banks  could  not  continue 
specie  payments,  without  calling  on  their  debtors 
to  pay  their  debts  in  specie.  But  though  the  great 
mass  of  them  are  men  in  the  possession  of  consider- 
able property,  their  inability  to  make  payments  in 
specie,  is  certain,  and  the  attempt  to  enforce  it 
would  end  in  their  ruin.  In  their  fall  also,  the  la- 
boring classes  of  the  community  must  be  involved. 
They  would  be  thrown  out  of  employment,  and 
their  families  deprived  of  their  daily  bread. 

To  avert  the  disastrous  consequences,  the  mea- 
sure adopted  seems  to  have  been  called  for  by  every 
motive  of  wisdom  and  benevolence. 

The  committee,  in  common  with  their  friends 
and  fellow  citizens,  feel  deep  regret  and  mortifica- 
tion that  the  obligations  of  the  banks  cannot  for  the 
present  be  paid  in  specie;  they  do  not  doubt  how- 
ever, that  their  determination  on  the  subject  will 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  public,  whether  its 
voice  is  expressed  by  individuals  or  is  heard 
through  its  representatives  in  the  halls  of  the  legis- 
lature. 

The  committee  fully  believe  that  the  banking 
operations  of  the  city  and  the  country  must  be  ear- 
ned on  with  fidelity  and  vigor,  or  the  trading  com- 
munity will  be  prostrated,  and  almost  universal 
bankruptcy  will  ensue.  They  therefore  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved , That  the  banks  in  the  city  of  Boston 
will  continue  to  receive  specie  and  current  bills  of 
the  various  banks  on  deposits  and  in  payment  of 
the  notes  and  acceptances  due  to  them  or  lodged 
for  collection,  and  to  discount  paper  from  time  to 
time  as  heretofore. 

Resolved,  That  to  continue  the  banking  concerns 
of  the  city  with  advantage  to  the  institutions  and 
with  safety  to  the  public,  it  is  essential  that  there 
should  exist  mutual  confidence  between  the  several 
banks,- and  mutual  fidelity  in  their  respective  en- 
gagements. 

Resolved,  That  to  insure  this  confidence,  now 
the  usual  check  of  demanding  specie  payment  is 
relaxed,  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  banks  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  that  the  directors  of  such  of  the 
banks  as  are  disposed  to  unite  and  become  parties 
to  a mutual  compact,  shall  appoint  one  of  their 
number,  or  their  cashier,  at  the  option  of  each  bank 
respectively,  to  constitute  a committee  who  shall 
have  the  right,  and  whose  duty  it  shall  be  from 
time  to  time  to  examine  confidentially  into  the  sfntp 
and  condition  of  such  associated  banks,  for  the  pre- 
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each  bank  to  all  the  other  associated  banks  once  in 
every  month  at  least,  and  more  frequently  if  they 
shall  judge  the  same  advisably.  And  when  ba- 
lances shall  be  demanded  by -one  bank  of  another 
hank,  and  payment  cannot  be  made  in  current  bank 
notes  of  the  city  to  the  acceptance  of  the  creditor 
bank,  they,  to  adjust  and  regulate  what  security 
shall  be  given  for  such  balance,  and  generally  to 
aid  and  advise  on  all  subjects  of  difference  and  dif- 
ficulty that  may  prise  between  any  of  the  associate 
banks— and  any  bank  becoming  a party  to  this  ar- 
rangement, who  shall  afterwards  violate  any'of  its 
provisions,  shall  be  struck  from  the  list  of  such  as- 
sociation. 

Resolved,  That  the  bills  of  all  banks  in  the  city 
not  coming  into  this  arrangement  shall  not  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  notes  and  drafts  on  deposite 
at  the  bank’s,  parties  to  this  arrangement. 

Resolved,  That  a uniform  mode  of  drawing 
checks  payable  in  current  bills  of  banks  in  the  city 
be  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  specie  deposites  shall  continue  to 
be  received  at  the  banks  as  usual,  for  which  a spe- 
cial entry  shall  be  made,  entitling  each  .depositor  to 
draw  specie  checks,  or  checks  for  bills,  at  his  elec- 
tion, to  the  amount  of  such  specie  deposited — so 
that  banks  may  continue  to  be  safe  places  for  the 
deposite  of  specie — thus  rendering  them  an  efficient 
instrument  in  securing  the  return  to  specie  pay- 
ment at  as  early  a period  as  practicable. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  banks 
m the  city-  receiving  the  bills  of  country  banks  to 
continue  the  present  system  in  full  force,  with  such 
modifications  only  as  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments through  the  country  may  render  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  while  the  committee  feel  great 
respect  for  the  opinion  of  their  fellow  citizens,  pub- 
licly recommending  an  immediate  assemblage  of 
the  legislature,  it  is  nevertheless  their  own  judv- 
ment  that  such  a measure  is  inexpedient,  as  no  le- 
gislative action  can  restore  specie  payments,  nor  in 
their  opinion  can  any  legislative  movements  be  in 
su.ficient  season  to  provide  for  present  emergen- 
cies. b 


When  the  law  was  passed  imposing  penalties  on 
banks  refusing  to  redeem  their  bills  with  specie, 
they  were  authorised  by  their  charters  to  issue  bills 
beyond  the  amount  of  their  specie  capitals.  It  is 
therefore  perfectly  evident  that  the  penalty  imposed 
by  the  legislature,  was  not  intended  to  apply  to  a 
case  where  all  the  banks  in  the  commonwealth  by- 
reason  of  unavoidable  causes  are  compelled  simul- 
taneously to  suspend  specie  payments. 

The  committee  express  their  confident  opinion 
that  no  attempts  will  be  made  by  any  individuals  to 
increase  the  present  difficulties  by  endeavoring  to 
enforce  the  penalties  of  the  law,  for  the  purpose  of 
emolument,  and  on  the  other  hand  that  the  banks 
will  not  take  advantage  of  the  times  to  make  their 
spe'eie  a mere  matter  of  traffic  in  the  market,  but 
that  they  will  endeavor  to  retain  the  usual  amount 
of  specie  in  their  vaults,  to  enable  them  to  hasten 
the  return  to  specie  payments.  Without  enlarging 
farther,  the  committee  feel  that  the  situation  of  our 
country  is  critical,  but  in  union  there  is  strength. 

Our  present  embarrassments  must  be  met  with 
firmness,  and  they  can  only  be  overcome  by  the 
united  wisdom,  integrity  and  patriotism  of  an  en- 
lightened community,  under  the  guiding  hand  ot 
the  All  Wise  Ruler  of  nations  and  events. 

SAM.  T.  ARM  ST  R ‘ 

SAM.  I-IUBBARD, 

ROB.  G.  SHAW, 

WM.  APPLETON, 

JAS.  READ, 

MARK  HEALEY, 

HENRY  UPHAM, 

Boston,  May  13,  1837. 


ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  BANKS  OF  BOSTON. 

A meeting  of  delegates  from  the  several  banks 
in  this  city,  was  held  on  Monday,  the  15th  inst.  at 
the  hall  of  the  Tremont  bank,  when  the  following 
banks  were  represented: 

American  bank,  Benjamin  Fisk;  Atlantic,  Benja- 
min Dodd;  Mias,  Francis  Welsh;  Boston,  Thomas 
B.  Curtis;  City,  Eliphalet  Williams;  Columbian, 
Joseph  Tilden;  Commercial,  Jos.  Andrews;  Com- 
monwealth, J.  K.  Simpson;  Eagle,  J.  J.  Fisk; 
Franklin,  Hugh  Montgomery;  Freemen’s,  J.  Drake; 
Fulton,  Charles  Henshaw;  Globe,  Charles  Sprague; 
Granite,  J.  Kettell;  Hamilton,  Daniel  Denney; 
Hancock,  Edward  S.  Ewing;  Kilby,  J.  Webster,  jr.; 
Lafayette,  J . O.  Barnes;  Market,  Wm.  B.  Reynolds; 
Mechanic’s,  Alvan  Simonds;  Merchant’s,  Franklin 
Haven;  Middling  Interest,  J.  M.  Fisk;  New  England, 
Philip  Marett;  North,  G.  Steele;  Oriental,  G.  W. 
Pratt;  Shoe  and  Leather  Dealers,  Enoch  TiaW 
South,  Samuel  Dana;  State,  Balmier  Austin,  jr.; 
anffrjl-  Hubbard;  Traders,  David  Dudley; 

Tremont,  Samuel  T.  Armstrong;  Union,  C.  Adams; 
Warren,  B.  T.  Reed;  Washington,  Aaron  Baldwin. 

Being  all  the  banks  excepting  the  Massachusetts 
bank:. 


The  meeting  was  organized  by  appointing  the 
honorable  Samuel  T.  Armstrong,  chairman,  and 
Thomas  B.  Curtis,  secretary  pro  tern. 

Samuel  Hubbard,  Eliphalet  Williams,  Philip 
Marett,  Charles  Henshaw  and  Charles  Sprague,  a 
committee  for  that  purpose,  reported  the  following 
articles  of  agreement,  which  were  separately  con- 
sidered and  unanimously  adopted  by  taking  the 
question  by  ayes  and  iioes: 

We  the  undersigned,  representing  the  several 
banks  set  against  our  respective  names,  in  consi- 
deration of  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which 
we -are  placed  by  the  general  suspension  of  specie 
payments  throughout  the  country,  agree  in  behalf  of 
said  banks  to  associate  together  for  our  mutual  pro- 
tection and  for  the  advantage  of  the  community 
whose  moneyed  interests  are  to  so  great  an  extent 
placed  in  our  charge,  and  to  adopt  the  following  ar- 
ticles for  our  present  government. 

1.  The  banks  united  together  under  this  agree- 
ment, shall  be  represented  by  one  director,  or  by  a 
cashier,  from  each  bank,  to  be  called  the  board  of 
commissioners  of  the  associated  banks,  one  of  whom 
shall  be  chosen  their  president;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  their  clerk  to  keep  a record  of  all  their  pro- 
ceedings, which  record  shall  be  submitted  at  least 
once  a month  to  the  associated  banks,  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  board  shall  direct. 

2.  The  said  board  of  commissioners  shall  appoint 
nine  of  their  number  who  shall  constitute  the  com- 
mittee of  the  board,  which  committee  shall  choose 
a chairman,  and  said  committee  shall  make  a week- 
ly report  of  their  doings  to  the  board.  Five  of  said 
committee  shall  form  a quorum  for  the  transaction 
of  business,  and  said  committee  shall  appoint  a 
clerk  who  shall  also  be  clerk  of  the  board. 

3.  The  said  committee  shall  have  the  power  and 
it  shall  be  their  duty  once  in  each  week,  or  oftener 
if  they  see  fit,  to  make  an  examination  into  the 
state  and  condition  of  each  associated  bank,  par- 


ticularly in  respect  to  its  circulation,  and  shall  pre- 
sent to  the  board  a tabular  report  of  their  examina- 
tion, agreeably  to  a form  to  be  prescribed  by  the 
committee,  and  shall  make  such  publication  of  the 
state  of  the  banks  in  one  or  more  newspapers  from 
week  to  week  as  they  may  think  most  advantageous 
for  the  information  of  the  public. 

4.  When  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  board  that  ei- 
ther or  any  of  the  associated  banks,  have  in  their 
judgment,  made  an  over  issue  of  their  bills,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the.  board  to  make  an  immediate  com- 
munication thereof  to  the  associated  banks,  that  a 
check  may  be  put  to  the  same,  either  by  disconti- 
nuing to  receive  the  bills  of  said  bank,  giving  notice 
of  the  reason  thereof,  or  by  requiring  security  of  the 
bank  for  their  redemption,  which  security  shall  be 
held  and  collected  by  the  committee,  and  be  appli- 
ed in  payment  of  the  bills  of  said  bank  held  by  the 
associated  banks,  and  in  the  proportion  in  which 
they  hold  the  same  till  its  issue  is  sufficiently  reduc- 
ed; and  all  cases  of  difference  and  difficulty  arising 
between  tile  said  associated  banks  nhall  lie  sumnu- 
ted  to  the  committee  for  its  decision.- 

5.  When  a balance  shall  be  demanded  by  one  of 
u><.  aooooiatij  banks  or  another  of  said  banks,  and' 
payment  cannot  be  made  in  current  bank  notes  of 
the  city,  or  otherwise  to  the  acceptance  of  the  cre- 
ditor bank,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  to 
determine  upon  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  secu- 
rity that  shall  be  given  by  the  one  bank  to  the  other; 
for  the  said  balance;  and  their  decision  shall  be 
carried  into  effect  on-the  same  day  that  it  is  made,  or 
as  soon  after  as  shall  be  practicable;  and  in  default 
thereof  the  said  bank  shall  be  immediately  struck 
from  the  said  association. 

6.  The  bills  of  all  banks  in  the  city  who  refuse  to 
become  members  of  this  association,  shall  not  be  re- 
ceived on  deposite  nor  in  payment  of  notes  or  drafts, 
at  any  of  the  associated  banks. 

7.  The  committee  shall  direct  the  form  in  which 
checks  on  the  asscriated  banks  shall  be  drawn. 

8.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  banks  in  the 
city,  receiving  the  bills  of  the  country  banks,  to  con- 
tinue the  system  in  full  force,  with  such  modifica- 
tions only  as  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
through  the  country  may  render  necessary,  'out  \vith 
this  alteration,  that  two  days  from  the  day  of  depo- 
site be  taken  of  the  depositors  of  hills  of  the  banks 
out  of  the  city  instead  of  one  day,  as  heretofore. 

9.  That  the  said  hoard  of  commissioners  may 
employ  a solicitor,  or  consult  counsel  from  time  to 
time,  and  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  clerks 
or  other  officers,  and  for  all  incidental  expenses,  and 
assess  the  same  equally  upon  each  of  the  associated 

10.  Any  of  the  associated  banks  who  shall  know- 
ingly violate  either  of  the  foregoing-  provisions,  or 
refuse  to  carry  the  same  into  effeet,  shall  be  struck 
from  the  said  association. 

11.  Any  of  the  foregoing  articles  maybe  modifi- 
ed, altered  or  rescinded,  on  the  vote  of  three-fourths 
of  the  members  of  the  board  of  commissioners  agree- 
ing thereto,  notice  of  such  alteration  or  rescinding 
to  be  given  at  a previous  meeting. 

12.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  call 
meetings  of  the  board  when  they  may  deem  expe- 
dient. 

On  nomination  by  committee,  thg  hon.  S.  T. 
Armstrong  was  elected  president  of  the  association, 
and  the  following  gentlemen  the  standing  commit- 
tee of  the  board:  T.  B.  Curtis,  J.  J.  Fisk,  Franklin 
Haven,  Charles  Henshaw,  Philip  Marett,  John  K. 
Simpson,  Charles  Sprague',  H.  B.  Stone,  Elipt. 
Williams. 

On  motion  of  Charles  Sprague,  esq.  it  was 
unanimously 

Resolved  to  recommend  all  the  associated  banks 
to  receive  in  payment  of  notes  and  drafts  and  on 
deposite  the  bills  of  all  the  other  associated  banks. 

On  motion  of  Joseph  Tilden,  esq. 

The  committee  was  instructed  to  consider  and 
report  upon  the  expediency  of  making  arrange- 
ments forthwith  for  a mode  of  settling  the  daily 
balances. 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting 
be  published  in  the  papers  of  this 'city. 

SAM’L.  T.  ARMSTRONG,  president. 

Thos.  B."  Curtis,  sec’y pro  tern. 

GREAT  LOCO  TOCO  MEETING  IN  NEW  YORK. 

Pursuantto  public  notice,  an  overwhelming  meet- 
ing of  citizens  in' favor  of  the  constitutional  cur- 
rency, gold  and  silver,  was  held  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing, May  16th,  at  the  large  Military  Hall,  Bowery, 
near  Spring  street.  The  people  assembled  were 
ably  and  eloquently  addressed  by  Messrs.  John 
Wilder,  Alex,  Ming,  jr.  Thomas  Dyer,  F.  Byrd- 
sa.ll.  E.  J.  Webb  and  Stephen  Hasbrouck. 

Mr.  Levi  D.  Slamm,  from  the  committee  on  re- 
solutions, submitted  for  consideration  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions  which  were  received  with 
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great  enthusiasm,  and  adopted  with  long  and  loud 
cheering.  ' 

PREAMBLE. 

TF/ferazs,  the  state  of  the  times,  and  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  people,  require  prompt  and  vigorous  ac- 
tion: 

JliuL  whereas.  There  is  reason  to  fear  that  the 
great  extent  to  which  chartered  roijbary  has  been 
carried,  will  soon  force  many  of  the  producing 
class  to  betake  to  unchartered  robbery: 

And.  whereas , It  is  impossible,  for  the  business 
of  the  country  to  revive  and  prosper  so  long  as 
banks  are  allowed  every  lew  years  tu  turn  the 
balance  of  trade  against  us,  by  depreciating  the 
currency: 

And  whereas,  The  present  is  an  opportune  sea- 
son for  entirely  eradicating  the  curse  of  paper  mo- 
ney, and,  by  adopting  an  exclusively  metallic  cur- 
rency, to  establish  a low  scale  of  prices,  and  thus 
remfprthis  a selling  instead  of  buying  nation:  There- 

Resolved,  That  all  those  in  authority  who  hap- 

pen  net  *<-'  »*«  confederates  of.  the 

banks,  are  respectfully  urged  to  maice  mat  reform 
which  is  inevitable,  a thorough  reform;  and,  by 
adopting  bold  and  energetic  measures,  to  render  the 
agony  as  brief  as  possible. 

And  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  in  a republic,  every  citizen  ought 
to  look  upon  himself  as  a member  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  jointly  responsible  for  all  the  mischiefs 
and  wrongs  inflicted  under  cover  of  law. 

Resolved,  That  at  this  time,  the  friends  of  jus-- 
tice  and  equality  throughout  the  country  ought  to 
present  a bold  and  united  front  to  the  chartered 
violators  of  man’s  natural  rights,  and  the  legalized 
robbers  of  the  poor. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  our  firm  and  fixed  determi- 
nation to  support  and  defend,  at  every  hazard, 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States 
against  all  enemies,  foreign  or  domestic. 

Resolved,  That  we  heartily  approve  the  course  of 
the  present  general  administration,  in  refusing  to 
transfer  the  residue  of  the  public  lands  to  specula- 
tors for  “bank  promises;”  and  also  the  more  recent 
“specie  circular,”  prohibiting  the  receipt  and  pay- 
ment of  the  “promises”  of  broken  or  non-paying 
banks;  and  that  we  trust  that  the  general  govern- 
ment will  take  vigorous  measures  to  prevent  the 
banks  from  “tampering  with  the  currency”  here- 
after. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  most  emphatically  opposed 
to  the  erection  of  a NATIONAL  RA  N’K'-_-*nrl  +h*t 
we  look  upon  me  cry  01  me  speculators  lor  a new 
national  “promise”  factory,  to  be  chartered  by 
congress,  as  an  insult  to  the  whole  American  peo- 
ple, who  have  already  twice  decided  against  such  a 
measure. 

Resolved,  That  the  people  be  earnestly  requested 
to  endeavour,  by  all  possible  means,  to  retain  the 
specie  they  may  have  in  their  possession,  to  the 
end  that  it  may  not  be  used  to  resuscitate  the  banks, 
and  again  entail  misery  and  distress  upon  them. 

Resolved.  That  the  language  reported  by  the 
bank  press  to  have  emanated  from  our  able  and 
honest  congressional  representative,  the  hon.  C. 
C.  Carnbreleng,  “that  the  people  have  the  banks 
now  on  the  hip,  and  should  keep  them  there,”  is 
the  language  of  the  “equal  rights  party,”  and  we 
regard  it  as  the  wish  not  only  of  that  patriotic  man 
— who  has  maintained  the  equal  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple— but  as  the  religious  desire  of  all  honest  men  to 
the  utmost  limits  of  the  nation. 

Resolved,  That  the  falsehood  and  bitterness  of 
the  calumnies  which  our  bank  aristocracy  are  per- 
petually circulating,  and  their  haughty  attempts  at 
intimidation,  are  an  open  confession  on  their  part 
that  the  “accursed  paper  money  system”  cannot  be 
sustained  either  by  wholesale  facts  or  fair  argu- 
ment, addressed  to  the  understanding. 

Resolved,  That  a general  committee  of  25  be  ap- 
pointed with  power  to  call  meetings,  to  correspond 
with  other  meetings  and  other  persons,  and  to  watch 
over  the  common  good.  And  also,  that  the  people 
of  the  several  wards  of  the  city  and  counties  of  the 
state  be  requested  to  meet  and  appoint  such  com- 
mittees of  correspondence  and  safety  as  the  present 
emergency  requires. 

Dr.  Stephen  Hasbrouck  offered  the  following  re- 
solution, which  received  the  hearty  approbation  of 
the  meeting: 

Resolved,  That  the  general  good  of  our  country 
requires,  and  the  present  time  offers  the  opportuni- 
ty to  our  legislators,  to  sever  once  and  forever  the 
iniquitous  and  unhappy  connection  between  banks 
and  state,  and  to  leave  banking,  like  every  other 
commercial  business,  to  individual  enterprise  and 
agency;  thus  will  our  legislators  prove,  what  all 
wish  them  to  be,  the  benefactors  of  our  country, 
and  receive  the  thanks  of  their  grateful  fellow  citi- 
zens. 


Mr.  Josephus  N.  Crane  offered  the  following 
which  were  adopted — 

Whereas,  The  principles  of  the  “equal  rights 
party”  lead  the  members  thereof  to  look  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  as  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land:  And  whereas,  the  times  demand  that  eve- 
ry citizen  friendly  to  the  constitution  and  the  rights 
of  man,  should  carefully  observe  the  actions  of  all 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  that  he  may  dis- 
tinguish who  are  for,  and  who  are  against  him-  -and 
that  he  should  with  firmness  condemn  all  traitors, 
and  uphold  the  virtuous — therefore. 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  those  members  of  the 
legislature  of  this  state,  who  voted  for  the  suspen- 
sion law,  as  TRAITORS;  inasmuch  as  that  law, 
suspending  the  payment  of  debts  due  from  the  seve- 
ral banks  of  the  state  to  the  people,  and  applying 
its  operations  to  debts  contracted  before  the  passage 
of  that  law,  is  a wicked,  palpable  and  barefaced  vi- 
olation of  that  constitution  which  they  have  sworn 
to  support.  The  constitution  expressly  forbids  Hie 
passage  of  any  retrospective  or  ex  post  facto 
...  law  impairing  me  obligation  of  contracts; 
or  law  which  makes  anything  but  GOLD  AND 
SILVER  a legal  tender  in  payment  of  debts. 

Resolved,  That  Martin  Van  Buren,  R.  M.  John- 
son, Thomas  H.  Benton,  C.  C.  Carnbreleng,  Silas 
Wright,  Samuel  Young,  Willes  and  others,  who 
have  stood  by  the  constitution,  merit  the  warm 
thanks  of  the  people. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Webb  offered  the  following,  after  a few 
patriotic  remarks,  and  they  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  A crisis  has  arrived  which,  to  all  ap- 
pearance, is  pregnant  with  portentous  evils  to  the 
producing  class,  we  behold  an  audacious  and  un- 
principled demagogue,  by  the  most  inflammatory 
and  seditious  appeals  to  the  worst  passions  of  our 
nature,  endeavoring  to  arouse  a banditti  of  bank 
aristocrats,  not  only  to  refuse  payment,  but  even 
to  urge  resistance  to  the  payment  of  the  lawful  de- 
mands of  the  general  government:  And  moreover, 

by  shameless  and  profligate  inuendoes,  is  endeavor- 
ing to  exasperate  his  luxurious,  desperate  and  bank- 
rupt partizans,  to  commit  hostilities  against  the  go- 
vernment of  tlie  United  States,  and  overturn  that 
system  of  representative  government  under  which 
we  the  people,  when  the  paper  bubble  is  entirely 
destroyed,  shall  doubtless  be  happy  and  free, 

Then  Resolved,  That  we,  the  freeborn  friends  of 
the  constitution,  are  wedded  to  our  institutions;  and 
that,  as  sons  of  the  worthies  of  our  revolution,  stand 
both  able  and  willing  to  support  the  government  of 

perish  in  the  battle-field. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  con- 
stitute the  “ general  committee  of  safety:” 

Henry  Dean,  James  Fiora,  John  Windt,  D.  C. 
Pentz,  A.  D.  Wilson,  A.  F.  Vache,  Danl.  Gorham, 
John  H.  Hunt,  H.  Dedrickson,  Job  Haskell,  Hugh 
Collins,  James  Beatty,  John  Wilder,  Stephen  Has- 
brouck, F.  Murphy,  Geo.  Dixey,  A.  Allen,  E.  J. 
Webb,  Alex.  Ming,  jr.,  Capt.  John  Bogert,  Levi 
D.  Slamm,  C.  Dingley,  G.  W.  Matsell,  Isaac  Cocke- 
fair,  R.  R.  Jones  and  John  Hecker. 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  be  published  in 
the  Evening  Post,  Sun  and  Examiner. 

JOHN  WILDER,  President. 

Stephen  Hasbrouck,  > . presidenis, 

John,  M.  Gallagher,  ) 

Isaac  Pierce,  > secretaries. 

Levi  D.  Slamm,  j 

From  the  American  Sentinel. 

GREAT  PUBLIC  MEETING  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 

Upwards  of  twenty  thousand  citizens  assembled 
in  the  state  house  yard  on  Monday,  May  15,  at  four 
o’clock,  P.  M.  in  pursuance  of  a public  notice,  be- 
ing the  largest  meeting  ever  assembled  in  Philadel- 
phia. The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Samuel 
C.  Thompson,  and  William  Thompson  was  unani- 
mously elected  president.  On  motion,  Frederick 
Stoever,  Jno.  Wilbank,  Israel  Young,  Francis  Brels- 
ford,  Edward  Penniman  and  Furman  E.  Downes, 
were  elected  vice  presidents;  John  Ferral,  Thomas 
O’Neil  and  Eli  Dillon,  were  appointed  secretaries. 

The  meeting  was  eloquently  addressed  by  Wil- 
liam Thompson,  E.  A.  Penniman  and  Samuel  C. 
Thompson,  after  which  Mr.  John  Ferral  introduced, 
with  some  prefatory  remarks,  the  following 

PREAMBLE  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 

Whereas,  a design  not  only  exists,  but  has  been 
openly  avowed,  by  the  head  of  the  British  party  in 
these  United  States — namely,  by  the  British  bank, 
and  by  the  leading  organs  of  the  British  party,  and 
by  all  those  papers  throughout  the  United  States 
which  are  devoted  to  foreign  interests  and  support- 
ed by  foreign  funds  and  with  which  our  country  is 
so  abundantly  afflicted — to  permit,  and  absolutely  to 
enforce,  in  this  season  of  public  difficulty,  the  ex- 
portation of  American  specie  to  foreign  countries; 


thereby  to  bolster  up,  with  the  treasure  and  lawful 
currency  ol  the  United  States,  the  ruined  fortunes 
cf  Europe’s  monarchies,  and  to  leave  the  American 
nation,  as  has  heretofore  been  done  through  a long 
course  ot  years,  to  the  use  of  a spurious  paper  curt 
rency:  1 3 

And  whereas,  this  impudent  and  treasonable  pro- 
posal has  been  made  under  the  plea  of  reconstitut- 
ing the  fortunes  of  foreign  traders  and  their  Ame- 
rican partners,  as  heretofore  inflated  to  the  nominal 
amount  of  millions  at  the  exp«ge  0f  the  nation’s 
domestic  industry,  its  internal  prosper,*.^  ;ts  nation- 
al wealth  and  its  popular  liberty,  no  less’than  of  the 
physical  ease,  the  private  morals  and  public  virtue 
of  its  citizens: 

And  whereas,  not  content  with  this  proposal  nor 
quieted,  if  silenced,  by  the  evident  indignation  of 
the  whole  American  people,  nor  by  the  expressed 

determination  of  the  American  administrav.i-,  i 

course  of  policy  in  full  accordance  with  the  national 
interests,  me  same  JBritisn  parly  has  been  and  yet  is 
unceasingly  at  work  to  check  the  action,  and  coun- 
teract the  effect  of  every  measure  having  in  view 
the  protection  of  the  national  domain  and  the  na- 
tional wealth,  from  the  peculation  and  speculation 
of  foreign  robbers  and  domestic  gamblers,  and  in 
furthering  by  every  means  and' invention  imagina- 
ble, the  exportation  of  American  specie,  and  the 
forcing  new  issues  here  of  paper  forgeries: 

And  whereas,  at  the  present  time,  during  the  sem- 
blance of  peace,  there  reigns  an  active  war  between 
the  two  hemispheres  of  monarchical  Europe  and  re- 
publican America;  and  whereas,  this  war,  instead 
of  being  carried  on  openly,  as  in  years  -past,  by  fleets 
and  armies,  is  conducted  more  insidiously  and  dan- 
gerously, by  means  of  a fraudulent  commerce  and 
fraudulent  money  transactions: 

And  whereas,  the  object  of  this  struggle  has  been 
and  is  to  make  this  young  nation  (free  as  it  is  of 
debt  and  of  expensive  government)  to  feed  by  the 
tribute  of  its  surplus  wealth,  the  old,  decayed,  in- 
debted and  insolvent  governments  of  Europe: 

And  whereas,  there  exists  in  this  city  a party  in 
the  active  employ  of  a foreign  enemy,  whose  special 
occupation  it  is  to  seize  every  advantage,  to  aug- 
ment every  difficulty,  to  create  every  embarrass- 
ment, and  to  subtract  every  dollar  from  circulation, 
for  the  purpose  of  traffic  and  foreign  exportation: 

And  whereas,  there  exists,  moreover,  in  this  city 
of  Philadelphia,  a corporation  well  and  long  known 
to  be  in  full  understanding  with,  and  to  form  a part 
of,  that  foreign  faction  which  distracts  the  country, 
and  unceasingly  labors  to  place  all  its  interests  at 
the  mercy  of  “foreign  empires: 

common’buFirf  rnicommon  council  assembled, pass- 
ed an  ordinance  for  the  issuing  of  paper  certificates 
to  the  amount  of  $130,000  in  bills  of  twenty-five 
cents,  and  fifty  cents  and  upwards,  and  for  the  der 
creeing  of  the  same  a legal  tender  in  payment  of 
city  taxes,  water  rents,  &c.  thereby  constituting 
themselves  an  arbitrary  tribunal  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  violating  all  the  constitutional  and  legisla- 
tive law  of  the  , state,  and  of  the  United  States  regu- 
lative of  the  currency,  and  with  the  unexpressed 
but  evident  objects  in  view — - 

First.  Of  throwing  out  of  circulation  all  the  sil- 
ver coin. 

Second.  For  rendering  the  same  silver  coin  and 
small  legal  specie  currency  an  object  of  illicit  trade 
and  barter  thus  affording  an  opportunity  to  the  Bri- 
tish bank  and  its  auxiliary  institutions,  of  amassing 
the  current  specie  and  of  exporting  it  as  fast  as  col- 
lected to  Europe. 

Third.  Of  raising  the  price  of  all  the  necessaries 
of  life,  and  recommencing  a course  of  gambling,  un- 
der the  names  of  speculation  and  trade,  in  which 
the  people  of  these  states  must  ever  be,  as  they  ever 
have  been,  the  victims,  and  the  foreign  and  home 
desperadoes  the  gainers. 

Fourth.  Of  affording  facilities  to  foreign  agents 
for  purchasing  at  favored  prices  (by  command  of 
the  specie  thus  collected)  the  necessaries  of  life, 
and  of  exporting  them  also  to  Europe,  thus  recom- 
mencing a time  of  dearth  and  scarcity  such  as  ex- 
isted but  a few  months  since,  and  which  but  a few 
days  ago  previous  to  these  odious  measures,  and  to 
the  artificial  panic  suddenly  excited  in  New  York  by 
the  British  party,  and  followed  up  here  and  in  other 
cities  by  the  same  party;  forcing  a run  upon  the 
banks,  in  the  hope  of  draining  their  vaults  and  the 
country  of  the  whole  specie  of  the  states  and  trea- 
sure of  the  United  States,  and  of  exporting  the  same 
forthwith  to  Europe — Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  view  the  action  of  the  banks 
in  suspending  specie  payments,  in  conjunction  with 
the  issuing  of  small  bills,  by  the  corporation  of  this 
city,  not  as  it  pretended,  to  keep  the  specie  in  the 
country,  but  as  a malicious  and  reckless  scheme,  to 
force  the  national  administration  to  repeal  the  trea- 
sury circular,  and  to  compel  the  people  to  submit 
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to  the  establishment  of  a national  bank,  and  thus 
also  the  more  readily  and  speedily  to  export  the 
precious  metals  to  the  bankrupt  speculators  of  fo- 
reign countries. 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  holding  in  the  coun- 
try the  specie  treasure  of  the  nation,  and  in  the 
pockets  of  the  people  the  legal  current  coin  of  the 
land,  to  involve,  not  only  the  well  being  of  the 
whole  population,  but,  at  the  present  time,  the  very 
existence  of  the  nation.  That  the  measures  lately 
taken  in  Mexico  for  the  issuing  of  letters  of  marque, 
and  the  despatching  of  commissions  to  all  the  naval 
powers  of  Europe,  fo<  their  vessels  to  act  as  priva- 
teers under  the  Mexican  flag,  together  with  the  acts 
of  hostility  recently  committed,  and  now  commit- 
ting, against  American  traders,  and  upon  armed 
vesWs'of  the  United  States  in  the  Mexican  gulf, 
sufficiently  declare  that  our  country  is  now  threat- 
ened with  a universal  corsair  war  from  all  the  ene- 
mies of'bur  liberty  and  independence,  and  point  out 
the  immep°°  importance  to  our  national  safety  of 
icserving  at  home,  and  protecting  from  all  possi- 
ility  of  exportation,  by  any  and  ovary  jiico..uro 
that  shall  be  found  most  effective  and  expedient, 
both  our  store  of  gold  and  silver,  and  of  all  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life. 

Resolved,  That  these  United  States  are  indebted 
to  no  nation  under  heaven;  that  to  the  specie  trea- 
sure and  lawful  current  coin  within  our  borders,  no 
foreign  claims  do  or  can  exist,  and  further,  that 
these  United  States,  being  the  only  civilized  coun- 
try on  the  globe  at  this  time  free  of  debt,  and  of 
financial  embarrassments  of  every  description,  they 
are  necessarily  and  consequently  the  only  country 
fully  and  fairly  entitled  to  a currency  of  sound 
specie. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  first  duty  of  every  nation 
and  of  every  government,  to  provide  tor  the  great 
body  politic — lor  its  defence,  security  and  prosperi- 
ty, without  regard  to  the  conflicting  and  often  ima- 
ginary, false,  or  publicly  injurious,  interests  or 
wishes  of  individuals  and  classes  of  men.  That 
consistently  wutb  the  same,  we  conceive  the  recent 
order  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  com- 
manding the  payment  in  specie  of  all  import  duties 
in  the  customs,  and  the  further  order  to  the  officers 
of  the  customs,  to  retain  all  moneys  received  for 
such  duties  in  the  vaults  of  the  customs,  and  to 
pay  not  a cent  of  it  into  any  one  of  the  deposite 
banks  that  should  have  suspended  specie  payments, 
to  have  been  conceived  in  the  true  sense  and  full 
understanding  of  this  first  great  national  duty. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  sternly  opposed  to  the  is- 
suing of  paper  certificates  of  stock  as  substitutes 
for  specie  currency,  and  that  we  hereby  agree  to 
prosecute  by  law  any  corporation,  company  or  indi- 
payment for  any  debt  or  wages,  or  any  article  which 
we  may  have  to  dispose  of  in  our  respective  voca- 
tions. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  laws  of  the  state  and  of  the 
United  States  are  clearly  and  strictly  against  the  is- 
suing of  small  notes,  and  the  refusal  of  banks  to 
pay  their  own  debts,  we  pledge  ourselves  to  abide 
by  the  laws  of  the  state,  to  enforce  them  by  every 
means  in  our  power,  and  to  trust  in  the  national 
administration  for  defence  and  aid  against  the  wick- 
ed designs  of  the  coalition  of  foreign  and  American 
bankrupts. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  seven  be  appoint- 
ed to  hold  correspondence  w'ith  the  hanks  of  this 
city  and  county,  with  instructions  to  inquire  whe- 
ther they  will  agree  to  pay  their  ten  dollar  or  their 
five  dollar  bills,  or  to  what  extent  they  will  go  in 
redeeming  their  notes;  and  that  said  committee  re- 
port to  an  adjourned  meeting  to  be  held  at  this 
place  on  Monday  morning  at  10  o’clock. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  opposed  to  monopolies  of 
every  description — more  especially  moneyed  mono- 
polies; that  we  consider  the  banking  system  a sys- 
tem of  fraud  and  oppression;  that  we  believe  hard 
money  to  be  the  only  just  and  legal  currency,  and 
that  we  will  therefore  hereafter  give  our  suffrages 
to  no  man,  who  is  not  hostile  to  all  banks,  and  in 
favor  of  no  other  circulating  medium  than  that  of 
gold  and  silver. 

Resolved,  That  we  claim  for  the  domestic  manu- 
factures of  our  country,  full  and  ample  protection, 
and  believing  that  such  protection  can  only  be  af- 
forded by  establishing  a currency  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver, we  insist  upon  a prohibition  by  law  to  banks 
to  issue  paper  as  a circulating  medium. 

Resolved,  That  the  practice  of  bonding  foreign 
goods  at  long  credits,  is  a dangerous  measure,  which 
holds  out  encouragements  to  our  importing  mer- 
chants, ruinous  to  themselves,  destructive  of  the 
best  interests  of  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  and  the 
free  workers  of  this  country,  certain  to  drain  it  of 
its  metallic  currency,  by  leaving  to  the  community 
only  promises  to  pay,  in  plaee-of  the  performance 

of  reai  payment  in  Constitutional  coin.  . 


Resolved,  That  on  the  question  of  the  currency, 
we  have  no  confidence  in  the  state  administrations 
generally,  as  now  constituted,  and  that  in  the  pre- 
sent crisis,  we  hereby  call  upon  the  national  admi- 
nistration to  take  all  such  measures  as  it  shall  judge 
the  most  expedient  and  effectual,  for  restoring  and 
preserving  our  constitutional  metallic  currency, 
and  that  we  hereby  pledge  our  lives,  if  necessary,  ior 
the  support  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  the  proceedings  ol  this 
meeting  be  sent  to  the  president  and  vice  president 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  heads  of  the  various 
departments  of  the  government,  with  an  earnest 
solicitation  to  use  their  best  efforts  to  protect  the 
people  from  the  outrageous  and  unjust  machinations 
of  the  paper  money,  makers,  their  tools  and  depen- 
dants. 

WILLIAM  THOMPSON,  president. 
Frederick  Stoever,  Francis  Brelsford, 
John  Wiltbank,  Fdw’d  A.  Penniman, 

Israel  Young,-  Furman  E.  Downes, 

Vice  presidents. 

John  Ferral,  b 

Thomas  O'Neill,  > secretaries. 

Eli  Dillon , S 

The  following  is  the  correspondence  of  the  com- 
mitte  appointed  above,  with  the  representatives  of 
the  banks  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
with  the  exception  of  that  of  Germantown,  which 
replied  in  a separate  communication,  through  its 
president.  1 

To  the  president  and  directors  of  the  several  banks 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia— 

Gentlemen: — You  are  no  doubt  aware  that  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  15th  inst.  a meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  was 
held  in  Independence  square.  Its  object  was  to 
take  such  measures  as  are  required  by  the  present 
extraordinary  state  of  affairs— -that  of  the  refusal  of 
the  banks  to  redeem  their  notes  in  gold  and  silver. 
The  meeting  was  unprecedented  in  size,  and  com- 
posed principally  of  those  who  most  directly  and 
materially  suffer  in  their  business  and  labor  by  this 
unexpected  proceeding.  Those  assembled  were 
actuated  by  no  motive  or  desire,  but  to  sustain,  to 
the  extent  of  their  ability,  the  existing  laws  of  the 
commonwealth,  applicable  to  this  emergency. 

Among  the  resolutions,  resulting  from  delibera- 
tions which  is  scarcely  necessary  for  us  to  say  were 
conducted  with  equal  unanimity  and  temperance, 
was  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  seven  be  appoint- 
ed to  hold  correspondence  with  the  banks  of  the 
city  and  county,  with  instructions  to- inquire,  whe- 
ther thay  will  no-rep  te  nn-ir  tViAiv  r ^ 

hill«  nr ft^vhnt  r-Gnt  they  will  go  in  redeeming 
ineir  notes;  and  that  said  committee  report  to  an 
adjourned  meeting,  to  be  held  at  this  place,  on 
Thursday  morning,  at  ten  o’clock. 

The  undersigned  were  designated  by  the  meeting 
to  compose  that  committee,  and  now  address  you,  in 
accordance  with  its  instructions.  Representing  so 
large  a body  of  your  fellow  citizens,  who  hold  your 
promissory  notes  as  the  proceeds  of  their  industry, 
we  cannot  doubt  the  propriety  of  inquiring  the  rea- 
son of  the  banks  for  so  suddenly  adopting  the  course 
to  which  they  have  resorted;  and  of  desiring  an  an- 
swer to  the  inquiries  embraced  in  the  resolution. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  payment 
of  all  notes  of  the  denomination  of  $5  or  even  .$10, 
will  not  be  injurious  to  any  solvent  bank — and  will 
prevent  the  incalculable  evils  which  must  inevitably 
result  from  the  indiscriminate  issue  of  small  bills. 

Having  mixed  much  among  our  fellow  citizens, 
we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  they  confidently  ex- 
pect a full  and  candid  reply  to  these  Inquiries;  and 
as  the  meeting  by  which  we  were  appointed,  will 
reassemble  on  Monday  next,  the  22d  inst.  at  10 
o’clock,  A.  M.,  we  ask  that  it  may  be  made  to  us 
before  Saturday,  12  o’clock. 

F.  Stoever,  E.  A.  Penniman, 

John  Wiltbank,  Nathan  Hall, 

Thomas  Hogan,  Wm.  Thompson, 

Robert  M.  Lee. 

Philadelphia,  May  \7th,  1837. 

At  a meeting  of  delegates  from  all  the  banks  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  adjoining  districts, 
held  at  the  Exchange,  the  following  reply  to  the 
communication  of  the  committee  of  the  public 
meeting  held  on  the  15th  inst.  addressed  to  the  said 
banks,  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to 
be  signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretary  on  behalf 
of  the  meeting. 

To  Messrs.  F.  Stoever.  E.  A.  Penniman,  John  Wilt- 
bank, Nathan  Hall,  Thomas  Hogan,  Wm.  Thomp- 
son, Robert  M.  Lee. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  17th  inst.  was 
yesterday  received  and  submitted  to  a meeting  of 
delegates  from  the  banks  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  in  whose  name  we  are  authorised  to 


answer  your  inquiries.  This  we  shall  proceed  to 
do  promptly  and  cheerfully. 

Between  the  banks  and  the  community  there 
ought  always  to  be  a clear  understanding.  The 
banks  are  in  fact  the  representatives  of  the  capital 
and  industry  of  the  community.  If  the  business  of 
the  country  was  confined  merely  to  what  could  be 
carried  on  with  gold  and  silver,  that  business  would 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  very  few  who  could  com- 
mand gold  and  silver,  and  nine-tenths  of  all  those 
works  which  give  employment  to  industry  would 
cease  to  exist.  It  is  the  banks  which  supply  by 
credit  the  want  of  gold  and  silver.  They  enable 
men  with  more  industry  and  talents  jhan  money,  to 
undertake  valuable  works,  to  employ  a great  num- 
ber of  hands  and  give  activity  to  the  spirit  of  enter- 
prise. 

The  factories,  the  ship  building,  the  house  build- 
ing, the  coal  mines,  the  canals,  the  roads — the 
whole  industry  of  the  country,  arc,  in  a great  degree, 
supported  or  assisted  by  credits  derived  from  banks. 
The  banks  then  are  inseparable  from  the  industnv 
the  country.  If  the  couniry  prospers,  the  banks 
prosper.  If  the  country  suffers,  the  banks  sutler, 

i..j  Kont-  - uu  any  uiing  whicll 

the  country,  which  does  not  still  more  injure  them- 
selves. 

Accordingly  in  the  late  proceedings  they  have 
been  guided  by  the  same  principle  of  common  in- 
terest, which  will  readily  appear  by  the  answer  to 
your  two  inquiries. 

1st.  You  express  a wish  to  know  the  reasons  of 
the  adoption  of  the  measure  of  suspending  specie 
payments. 

The  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks 
of  Philadelphia,  was  occasioned  by  this- — that  the 
bariks  of  New  York  stopped  paying  specie.  The 
banks  of  Philadelphia  therefore  thought  if  others 
would  not  pay  specie  to  them  and  to  the  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  it  would  be  very  wrong  to  pay  specie 
to  others — because  this  would  be  paying  specie  at 
the  expense  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia. 

The  specie  in  the  banks  of  Philadelphia  is  the 
fund  on  which  loans  are  made  to  the  merchants, 
manufacturers  and  mechanics  of  Philadelphia. — 
When  the  specie  diminishes,  the  loans  are  dimi- 
nished; and  if  the  banks  had  gone  on  paying  specie 
to  the  New  York  banks,  they  would  have  been 
obliged  to  cease  lending  to  the  merchants,  manu- 
facturers and  mechanics,  and  the  consequence 
would  be,  that  all  the  laboring  classes  would  soon 
have  been  without  employment. 

If  the  banks  part,  with  the  specie,  they  must 
stop  lending.  The  simple  question  then  was,  whe- 

ing,  all  road  making  or  to  suspend  spooio 
If  the  banks  had  been  so  thoughtless  as  to  go  on, 
till  all  the  specie  had  been  drawn  from  them,  how 
could  they  lend  money  to  pay  the  wages  of  the  in- 
dustrious classes,  who  would  have  been  thrown  out 
of  employ  by  thousands,. 

The  suspension  then  was  for  the  very  purpose  of 
enabling  the  banks  to  lend  to  those  wdio  pay  the 
wages  of  the  industrious  classes;  and  we  think  that 
so  far  from  being  an  object  ol'  censure  it  was  the 
indispensable  duty  of  the  banks  not  to  part  with 
their  specie;  that  is  to  say,  not  to  give  up  the  means 
of  lending  to  those  who  could  employ  so  many  in- 
dustrious and  worthy  citizens. 

2d.  Your  next  inquiry  is,  whether  during  the  ge- 
neral suspension  the  banks  might  not  pay  their  five 
or  ten  dollar  notes. 

The  banks  have  considered  this  matter  careful- 
ly and  frequently.  They  would  be  glad  to  do  it, 
but  they  are  satisfied  that  it  would  be  injurious  to 
the  laboring  classes. 

The  reasons  are  these.  If  it  isrightdo  suspend 
specie  payments  at  all,  if  it  is  necessary  to  protect 
the  industry  of  the  city  and  county— the  measure 
must  be  carried  out,  or  it  will  be  of  no  service.  For 
look  at  the  effect  of  it.  Specie  is  now  at  a pre- 
mium. If  five  dollar  notes  will  bring  specie,  theff 
five  dollar  notes  are  at  the  same  premium  as  specie. 
They  will  then  be  bought  up  and  brought  to  the 
banks,  the  specie  drawn  for  them  and  sent  away, 
so  that  if  all  the  five  dollar  notes  were  paid  in 
specie,  there  would  not  be  a dollar  of  it  in  circula- 
tion. If,  when  it  was  paid  Out,  you  could  keep  it 
in  circulation,  it  would  be  well,  but  that  is  impos- 
sible while  it  is  bought  up  immediately  and  carried 
off.  Besides,  to  pay'five  dollar  notes,  is  just  as  bad 
a3  paying  hundred  dollar  notes,  because  the  owner 
of  a hundred  dollar  note  has  only  to  come  first  and 
get  it  changed  into  fives,  and  then  he  draws  the 
whole  hundred  in  specie  and  sends  it  away.  Again, 
why  should  you  pay  a five  dollar  note  and  not  a 
ten,  or  a fifty?  Would  it  be  just  to  pay  one  man,  and 
not  pay  all?  Is  it  not  then  better  to  keep  all  the 
specie  safely  until  the  time  comes  when  every  body 
can  be  paid  alike? 
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The  course  of  the  banks  of  Philadelphia  has  been 
justified  completely  by  the  conduct  of  all  the  other 
banks  in  the  United  States,  as  fir  as  we  have  heard 
from  them,  they  all  having  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments and  all  having  avoided  making  any  distinc- 
tion between  small  notes  and  large  ones.  The  very 
few  institutions  that  made  an  efiort  under  the  most 
favorable  circumstances  to  continue  specie  pay- 
ments, after  the  experiment  of  a few  days,  or  hours, 
found  themselves  compelled  to  submit  to  overruling 
necessity. 

While  all  the  banks  in  the  United  States  protect 
their  neighbors  by  keeping  their  specie,  it  would 
appear  to  be  unsafe  for  the  Philadelphia  banks  to 
expose  the  merchants,  manufacturers  and  mechanics 
of  the  city  and  county  to  the  injury  which  they 
must  sutfer  by  any  premature  attempt  to  pay  specie. 
In  conclusion,  it  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  it  has 
been  suggested  that  the  banks  might  be  induced  to 
part  with  their  present  stock  of  specie.  We  deem 
it  a duty  to  apprise  you,  that  no  such  disposition 
exists,  and  that  tire  banks,  looking  steadily  to  a re- 
sumption of  the  specie  payments,  will  carefully 
guard  their  present  supply,  and  will  not  reduce  it 
for  the  purpose  of  gain.  We  have  now  given  candid- 
ly the  motives  of  the  proceedings  of  the  bank,  and 
shall  be  gratified  if  they  appear  reasonable  to  the 
respectable  body  of  our  fellow  citizens  whom  you 
worthily  represent  on  this  occasion.  Very  respect- 
fully yours, 

(Signed)  MANUEL  EYRE,  chairman . 

John  B.  Trevor,  secretary. 


WASHINGTON  TOWN  MEETING. 

A large  arid  respectable  meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
Washington  was  convened  in  the  courtroom,  in  the 
City  Hall,  on  Saturday  evening,  the  20th  instant,  in 
pursuance  of  the  following  notice,  which  appeared 
in  the  public  papers,  signed  by  a number  of  mer- 
chants and  other  citizens,  viz:  “Public  meeting. — 
The  citizens  of  Washington  are  requested  to  assem- 
ble at  the  City  Hall,  on  this  evening,  at  5 o’clock, 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  an  issue  of  corporation 
notes,  to  serve  the  purposes  of  change  during  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks.” 

On  motion,  Thomas  Munroe,  esq.  was  called  to 
the  chair,  and  Edmund  Hanly  and  Henry  Bradley 
were  appointed  secretaries. 

George  Sweeny,  esq.  offered  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which  were  read: 

Resolved , That,  in  consequence  of  the  general 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  and 
the  impossibility  of  procuring  silver  change  for  the 
ordinary  use  of  the  people,  it  is  not  only  expedient, 
but  indispensably  necessary,  that  small  bills  be  put 
in  circulation  without  delay,  by  some  authority  en- 
titled to  general  respect  and  .confidence. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  highly  approves  the 
plan  suggested  by  the  mayor  in  his  communication 
to  the  two  branches  of  the  city  council  of  the  17th 
instant. 

Therefore,  resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  the  two  boards  of  the  city  council  to 
cause  to  be  issued,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible, 
under  such  restrictions  and  limitations  as  to  them 
may  appear  proper,  such  an  amount  of  notes  or  due- 
bills,  to  be  receivable  in  payment  of  taxes  during 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  as  the  public 
exigencies  seem  to  require,  and  which  can  be  con- 
veniently applied  towards  the  redemption  of  the 
public  debt  of  the  corporation;  and,  also,  to  pledge 
the  faith  of  the  corporation  to  provide,  after  the  ge- 
neral resumption  of  specie  payments,  for  the  re- 
demption of  said  note's  or  due-bills  with  cash,  or  by 
the  issue  of  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  at  the  option  of  the  corporation. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to 
the  citizens  and  public  generally  to  resist  with  firm- 
ness any  and  every  attempt  on  the  part  of  indivi- 
duals, associations  and  incorporated^  companies,  to 
put  in  circulation  notes,  due-bills  or  other  substi- 
tutes for  money  whatsoever,  except  such  as  may  be 
lawfully  issued  by  incorporated  banking  institutions. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions,  sign- 
ed by  the  chairman,  and  attested  by  the  secretaries, 
be  transmitted  to  the  mayor,  with  a request  that  he 
will  lay  the  same  before  the  two  boards  of  the  city 
council  at  their  next  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting 
be  published  in  the  several  newspapers  of  the  Dis- 
trict. 

Mr.  A.F.  Cunningham  offered  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions,  as  a substitute  for  those  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Sweeny;  which  were  read,  and  adopt- 
ed: 

PREAMBLE  AND  RESOLUTIONS! 

Whereas,  By  an  exercise  of  their  own  power,  and 
in  direct  contravention  of  the  principles  for  which 
they  were  chartered,  the  banks  of  this  District  have 
assumed  the  right  of  locking  up  the  national  and 


legal  specie  currency  of  the  country  in  their  vaults, 
and  of  substituting  therefor  their  own  unredeema- 
ble, and  therefore  illegal  notes:  the  consequence  of 
which  is,  that  specie  has  been  banished  from  circu- 
lation, and  silver  change,  provided  for  the  use  of 
the  people,  cannot  now  be  procured  for  the  ordina- 
ry purposes  of  life,  to  the  great  inconvenience  and 
embarrassment  of  the  community,  and  to  the  seri- 
ous loss  and  injury  of  the  working  classes: 

And  whereas,  To  provide  a remedy  for  this  forc- 
ed, unnecessary  and  unnatural  state  of  things,  vari- 
ous private  and  irresponsible  individuals,  as  well  as 
the  corporation  of  Georgetown,  have  commenced 
the  issue  of  bills  and  notes  representing  the  minor 
denominations  of  money,  some  of  them  so  low  as 
five  cents,  and  it  is  the  proposed  object  of  this  meet- 
ing to  induce  the  corporation  of  Washington  to  re- 
sort to  the  same  impolitic  and  dangerous  expedient, 
in  direct  ccntradiction  or  evasion  of  an  act  of  con- 
gress, without  having  even  ascertained  whether  an 
extreme  case  of  necessity  exists  for  such  an  odious 
measure,  from  a final  determination  of  the  banks  to 
persist  in  their  present  course: 

And  whereas,  There  is  great  reason  to  believe 
that  this  surreptitious,  illegal  and  irresponsible  pa- 
per money  will  entirely  usurp  the  place  of  the  for- 
mer sound  and  plentiful  currency,  to  the  great  in- 
jury and  oppression  of  all  classes  of  the  community, 
to  the  detriment  of  trade  and  commerce,  and  to  the 
lasting  injury  of  the  reputation  of  our  country: 

And  whereas.  The  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
from  whatever  cause  produced,  is  a national  disas- 
ter, and  while,  as  Americans,  we  are  willing  and 
ready  to  suffer  that,  and  greater  evils  for  the  benefit 
of  our  country,  we  do  not  recognize  any  emergency 
of  situation,  affecting  merely  the  banks  themselves, 
as  a reason  sufficient  to  warrant  their  infliction  on 
the  country  of  greater  financial  evils  than  our  fore 
fathers  had  to  pay  for  the  price  of  their  nation’s  free 
dom: 

And  whereas,  We  recognize  in  the  financial  pres- 
sure which  weighs  upon  the  mercantile  commu- 
nity, sufficient  reasons  to  authorise  the  banks  to 
fortify  themselves  by  every  legal  means  in  their 
Dower,  and  we  deem  it  their  duty  to  their  stock- 
lolders  to  take  every  proper  precaution  to  preserve 
their  credit;  but  we  believe  at  the  same  time  that 
they  have  a paramount  duty  not  to  sacrifice  the 
rights  of  the  free  people  of  this  country,  or  the 
property  of  the  innocent  and  confiding  biil-holder: 

1.  Resolved,  therefore.  That,  in  the  Opinion  of 
this  meeting,  a decent  regard  for  the  public  convex 
nience,  and'  for  the  rights  of  the  community,  should 
compel  the  banks  at  once  to  take  such  measures, 
consistent  with  their  own  safety,  as  will  satisfy  the 
public  mind  that  they  have  produced  the  present 
state  of  things,  from  a controlling  necessity  alone, 
and  that  they  have  no  wish  nor  interest  in  continu- 
ing it. 

2.  Resolved,  further.  That  an  immediate  resolu- 
tion by  every  bank  in  the  city  to  redeem  its  five 
dollar  notes  in  specie  at  its  counters  will  be  receiv- 
ed by  this  community  as  an  earnest  of  that  disposi- 
tion, and  is  due  to  the  public,  on  the  imperative- 
principles  of  necessity  and  justice. 

3.  Resolved,  further,  That  such  a measure  at  the 
present  time  will  be  a great  and  immediate  public 
relief,  and  will  save  the  community  from  the  heavy 
evils  and  losses  unavoidable  from  the  existence  and 
use  of  an  extensive  and  depreciated  paper  cur- 
rency, and  will  preserve  to  the  District  the  benefits 
of  a sound  and  constitutional  circulating  medium  of 
specie  equal  to  its  wants,  which,  as  Americans,  we 
can  alone  recognize,  without  endangering  the  safe- 
ty of  the  banks. 

4.  Resolved,  therefore.  That  Messrs.  A.  F.  Cun- 
ningham, James  Hoban,  Lewis  H.  Machen,  J.  A. 
M.  Duncanson  and  John  Wilson,  be  appointed  a 
committee  to  request  of  each  bank  in  the  city  to 
adopt  such  a measure. 

5.  Further  resolved,  That  this  meeting  adjourn 
till  the  determination  of  the  bank  directors  shall 
have  been  made  known,  inasmuch  as  their  granting 
of  the  reasonable  request  propounded  in  the  above 
resolutions  will  entirely  supercede  the  necessity  of 
the  corporation  exceeding  its  powers,  or  being 
otherwise  accessary  to  the  infliction  upon  their 
fellow  citizens  of  the  interminable  evils  of  a depre- 
ciated paper  currency. 

On  motion,  the  blank  in  the  fourth  resolution  was 
filled  with  the  names  of  the  following  gentlemen, 
A.  F.  Cunningham,  Lewis  H.  Machen,  James  Ho- 
ban, John  A.  M.  Duncanson  aud  John  Wilson. 

On  motion,  it  was  Resolved,  That  the  committee 
be  authorised  to  call  a meeting  of  the  citizens 
whenever  and  as  soon  as  they  may  be  able  to  report, 
and  that  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  signed 
by  the  chairman  and  secretaries,  and  published  in 
the  papers  of  this  city. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
tendered  to  the  chairman  and  secretaries  for  the 


able  and  efficient  manner  in  which  they  have  dis- 
charged their  duties. 

THOMAS  MUNROE,  chzirmm. 


Edmund  Hanly, 
Henry  Bradley,  $ 


> secretariei. 


From,  the  Charleston  Mercury,  of  May  18. 

ADJOURNED  MEETING  OF  THE  CITIZENS  OF 
CHARLESTON,  S.  C. 

A most  numerous  and  highly  respectable  meeting 
of  the  citizens  of  Charleston  took  place  at  the  City 
Hall,  this  day,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  yester- 
day. The  hon.  Robert  Y.  Hayne,  mayor  of  the  city, 
acted  as  chairman,  and  A.  G.  Magrath,  esq.  as  se- 
cretary. 

Mr.  David  Alexander,  from  the  committee  of 
seven,  then  presented  in  behalf  of  the  committee 
the  following 

REPORT. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  citizens  of 
Charleston,  “to  take  into  consideration  the  present 
condition  of  the  country,  and  after  a free  consulta- 
tion with  the  proper  officers  of  the  different  banks, 
to  report  what  measures  it  would  be  proper  to 
adopt,  in  reference  to  the  existing  crisis  in  our  com- 
mercial affairs,”  report: 

That  they  have  had  a full  and  free  conference 
with  the  president  and  directors  of  the  banks  in  this 
city,  by  whom  they  have  been  furnished  with  high- 
ly satisfactory  statements,  showing  the  condition  of 
the  several  institutions  under  their  charge.  The 
exhibits  of  their  affairs  were  made,  without  any 
manner  of  reserve;  all  the  information  required  was 
promptly  and  cheerfully  afforded,  and  a disposition 
manifested,  to  act  in  entire  harmony  with  the  citi- 
zens of  Charleston,  as  well  as  with  each  other,  in 
the  adoption  of  ail  proper  measures,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  community.  The  committee,  after  a 
careful  examination  of  all  the  statements  presented, 
are  gratified  in  being  able  to  announce  to  their  fel- 
low citizens,  that  the  banks  in  this  city,  without  a 
single  exception,  are  not  only  perfectly  solvent,  but 
in  a highly  prosperous  condition.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  continued  demands  for  specie,  by  which 
very  large  amounts  have  been  withdrawn  from  the 
hanks,  within  a few  months  past,  there  now  remains 
in  their  vaults,  the  sum  of  $1,096,786  82^  in  gold 
and  silver,  to  which  may  be  added  a large  amount 
of  public  stocks,  which  may  be  regarded  as  equiva- 
lent to  specie.  The  whole  amount  of  their  notes 
in  circulation  at  this  time  is  $3,762,104  78.  The 
amounts  held  on  deposite,  is  $3,501,619  88.  To 
meet  all  their  liabilities,  they  have  assets  including 
their  capital,  amounting  to  $17,858,091  03,  shew- 
ing an  amount,  of  assets  beyond  all  their  liabilities 
to  the  public,  of  $7,864,113  40,  an  amount  cer- 
tainly more  than  sufficient  to  secure  the  commu- 
nity against  any  possible  loss,  and  to  assure  the  re- 
demption of  every  note  and  the  payment  of  every 
debt  due  by  the  banks, .without  taking  into  account 
the  further  security  derived  from  the  liabilities  of 
individual  stockholders — to  an  amount  exceeding 
the  entire  value  of  their  stocks,  or  the  pledged 
ffiith  of  the  state,  in  behalf  of  its  own  bank.  Real 
and  personal  property  must  cease  to  have  any 
value  whatever,  and  one  universal  bankruptcy  must 
pervade  the  whole  country,  before  any  loss  could 
possibly  be  sustained  by  the  holders  of  the  bills  of 
such  institutions.  Nor  is  there  any  doubt  of  the 
perfectly  sound  condition  of  the  Charleston  banks, 
even  in  reference  to  the  stockholders  therflselves. — 
Not  only  is  their  capital  unimpaired  by  losses,  but 
after  making  due  allowance  for  all  bad  or  doubtful 
debts,  it  appears  that  the  surplus  fund  and  clear 
profits  of  these  banks  amount  at  this  time  to 
$832,794  92,  beyond  the  capital  paid  in.  It  is  for- 
tunate for  this  community  that  the  question  of  a 
suspension,  for  the  present,  of  specie  payments, 
should  have  come  up  for  decision,  under  such  fa- 
vorable circumstances. 

We  are  thus  enabled  to  consider  the  question 
calmly,  and  free  from  any  influences,  but  such  as 
belong  to  the  great  interests  of  the  public.  South 
Carolina,  has  at  all  times  been  distinguished,  for 
the  moderation  with  which  her  citizens  have  en- 
gaged in  banking  operations,  and  it  is  gratifying 
to  find,  that  but  for. untoward  events  elsewhere, 
and  extensive  failures  and  stoppages  in  other  quar- 
ters of  the  union,  there  is  nothing  in  the  condition 
of  our  banks,  or  the  state  of  our  commercial  or 
agricultural  affairs,  which  could  have  subjected  us 
even  tq  temporary  embarrassments.  We  have  suf- 
fered almost  exclusively,  from  association  and 
sympathy  with  others,  and  may  therefore  reasona- 
bly hope  to  endure  less  and  to  recover  sooner 
from  our  present  embarrassments,  than  others  not 
so  favorably  situated. 

The  committee  having  weighed  with  the  greatest 
care,  the  important  questions  submitted  to  them, 
have  been  brought  most  reluctantly,  but  at  the  same 
time  decisively  and  unanimously,  to  the  eonclusion. 
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that  AS  A MEASURE  OF  SELF-DEFENCE,  A TEMPO- 
RARY SUSPENSION  OF  SPECIE  PAYMENTS  BY  OUR 

banks,  is  indispensably  necessary.  This  mea- 
sure is  forced  upon  us  by  the  suspension  of  the 
banks  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and 
nearly  all  the  other  commercial  cities  of  the  union. 
As  an  inevitable  consequence,  our  banks,  should 
they  continue  under  these  circumstances,  to  redeem 
their  notes  in  specie,  will  be  speedily  drained  of 
every  dollar  in  their  vaults,  and  must  be  compelled 
eventually  to  stop,  without  retaining  the  means  of 
resuming  specie  payments  at  a future  day.  To 
practical  men,  the  mere  statement  of  the  case,  ren- 
ders argument  superfluous.  If  our  banks  had  in 
their  possession,  a sum  in  gold  and  silver  equal  to 
the  whole  amount  of  their  circulation,  with  our 
notes  at  a premium  of  10  a 15  per  cent,  (as  they 
soon  would  be)  every  dollar  must  inevitably  vanish 
in  a few  months.  We  have  no  alternative  there- 
fore, but  to  follow  the  example  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  and  thus  prevent  our  specie  from  be- 
ing carried  away,  to  our  own  certain  injury,  and 
the  emolument  of  other  portions  of  the  union.  We 
might,  it  is  true,  accomplish  the  same  object,  by 
bringing  public  opinion  to  bear  upon  those  who  are 
the  agents  and  instruments  of  these  demands,  so  as 
to  make  it  odious,  if  not  unsafe,  for  any  one  to  ask 
or  receive  specie  from  our  banks.  But  we  are  a 
people  who  have  always  been  devoted  to  the  peace 
and  good  order  of  society,  and  we  deem  it  far  more 
honorable  and  manly,  to  assume  higher  ground, 
and  take  at  once  the  position  dictated  by  a sense  of 
duty  to  ourselves  and  our  country.  In  adopting 
this  measure,  however,  it  is  not  to  be  concealed, 
that  though  it  may  afford  immediate  relief  from 
" present  embarrassment,  there  is  great  danger  of 
abuse-.  Relieved  from  the  wholesome  restraint 
which  an  obligation  to  redeem  their  notes  in  specie 
imposes  upon  the  banks,  they  might  be  tempted  to 
resort  to  over-issues,  thus  bringing  upon  the  coun- 
try the  evils  of  a depreciated  currency,  and  render- 
ing it  extremely  difficult  hereafter  to  -resume  spe- 
cie payments,  without  disturbing  all  the  relations 
of  society.  To  guard,  as  far  as  possible,  against 
these  evils,  your  committee  have  proposed  to  the 
otticers  representing  the  several  banks,  an  arrange- 
ment among  themselves  to  the  following  effect 
viz:  — 

1st.  That  the  notes  of  each  bank  should  be  freely 
received  by  every  other,  in  deposite  and  in  pay- 
ment of  debts. 

2d.  That  each  bank  should  lay  before  the  other 
banks,  a weekly  statement  oftheir  transactions. 

3d.  That  weekly  adjustments  take  place  of  the 
balances  due  by  the  banks  to  each  other. 

4th.  That  during  tho  ouapcnsiuii  of  specie  pay- 
ments, the  issues  of  the  banks  be  confined  within 
the  narrowest  limits  consistent  with  the  welfare  and 
the  wants  of  the  community,  and  that  the  whole 
business  of  the  banks  be  conducted  with  a view  to 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments  at  an  early  day. 

Having  received  the  most  satisfactory  assurances 
that  the  banks  will  cheerfully  conform  to  these,  and 
any  other  regulations  that  may  be  found  necessary  to 
secure  the  public  against  overissues,  the  committee 
recommend  to  their  fellow  citizens  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolutions,  viz: 

1st.  That  the  general  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks  of  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore  and  other  cities,  renders  it  indispensably 
necessary,  as  a measure  of  safe  defence,  that 
the  banks  in  this  city  should  also,  for  the  present, 
refuse  to  pay  specie. 

2d.  That  this  suspension  should  be  regarded  as 
merely  temporary — and  that  the  banks  in  this  city 
should  be  prepared  cordially  to  co-operate  with  the 
banks  in  other  quarters  of  the  union,  in  renewing 
specie  payments  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  in  the 
meantime  the  regulations  above  mentioned  and  all 
others  which  may  be  deemed  proper  to  prevent 
over  issues,  and  avoid  the  evils  incident  to  a sus- 
pension of  specie  payments,  should  be  adopted  by 
the  banks. 

3d.  That  as  these  measures  are  adopted  entirely 
with  a view  to  the  protection  of  our  own  banks, 
against  the  effects  of  the  suspension  in  other  cities, 
it  will  be  just  and  proper,  that  the  several  banks  in 
this"  city,  should,  for  the  accommodation  of  our  citi- 
zens, continue  freely  to  pay  out  the  bills  of  one  and 
two  dollars  of  the  Bank  of  the  state,  and  so  much 
specie,  (especially  in  small  change)  as  the  con- 
venience of  the  public  may  require. 

4th.  And  the  citizens  here  assembled,  fully  con- 
vinced of  the  necessity  of  these  measures,  and  hav- 
ing entire  confidence  in  the  soundness  and  good 
credit,  and  the  ability  to  meet  their  engagements, 
of  all  the  banks  in  this  city , do  hereby  pledge  them- 
selves to  each  other,  and  to  the  community,  to  sus- 
tain the  said  banks,  and  to  support  these  resolutions 
by  all  the  means  in  our  power — firmly  resolved  to 
stand  by  each  other  at  the  present  crisis  and  pre- 


pared to  do  whatever  may  be  necessary  to  preserve 
the  credit,  and  to  promote  the  welfare  of  this  city 
and  our  own  state. 

DAVID  ALEXANDER, j 
THOS.  BENNETT, 

RICH.  CARNOCHAN, 

WM.  BIRxNIE, 

M.  KING, 

ROBERT  Y.  HAYNE, 

THOS.  MILLIKEN, 

Which  report  and  resolutions  being  considered, 
were  unanimously  adopted. 

Gen.  James  Hamilton,  then  addressed  the  meet- 
ing in  relation  to  the,  present  wide  spread  commer- 
cial distress  and  concluded  by  offering  the  following 
resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  presidents  of  the  banks  of  this 
city  be  requested  to  establish  forthwith  a corres- 
pondence with  the  banks  of  Boston,  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  Savannah,  Mo- 
bile, New  Orleans,  and  the  other  commercial  cities 
of  the  union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  early  and 
timely  measures  for  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, that  when  this  measure  does  take  place,_it 
may  be  simultaneous  in  all  the  commercial  cities, 
and  with  the  least  possible  disturbance  to  the  ex- 
changes of  the  country. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  col.  B.  F.  Hunt,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  re- 
turned to  the  committee  of  seven,  for  the  able  dis- 
charge of  the  laborious  duties  which  were  imposed 
upon  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  James  Smith,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting 
be  published  in  all  the  papers  of  this  city. 
Whereupon  the  meeting  adjourned. 

ROBERT  Y.  HAYNE,  chairman. 
A.  G.  Magrath,  secretary.  x 


sary  specie  to  facilitate  the  minor  transactions  of 
the  community,  and  to  enable  them  to  resume  their 
general  payments  at  the  earliest  possible  peris.'!, 

For  the  foregoing  reasons,  the  bank  of  Louisiana, 
the  City  bank,  the  Mechanics’  & Traders’  bank, 
the  Carrollton  bank,  the  Atchafalaya  bank,  and  the 
bank  of  Orleans,  have  decided  on  the  temporary 
suspension  of  specie  payments. 

Benjamin  Stoiy,  president  bank  of  Louisiana; 
Samucd  J.  Peters,  president  City  bank;  James  Hop- 
k;ns,  president  Mechanics’  & Traders’  bank;  D. 
Burtlie,  president  Carrollton  bank;  J.  Baldwin, 
president  Atchafalaya  bank;  A.  Hodge,  jr.  president 
bank  of  Orleans.  i 


From  the  New  Orleans  True  American  of  May  13- 
To  the  public.  The  general  situation  and  pros- 
pects of  commercial  affairs  throughout  the  world, 
have  caused  a degree  of  distress  and  want  of  con- 
fidence unparalleled  in  any  former  period,  and 
which,  if  not  immediately  relieved,  will  end  in  a 
general  bankruptcy  throughout  the  country.  The 
situation  of  the  banks  generally,  not  only  in  New 
Orleans,  but  elsewhere  in  the  United  States,  is 
such  as  render  it  impossible  for  them  to  afford 
the'  necessary  relief,  and  at  the  same  time  maintain 
their  specie  payments;  and  though  it  is  a painful 
step,  it  appears  in  the  present  posture  of  affairs  to 
be  the  only  one  that  can  save  the  community.  It 
becomes  the  more  necessary,  as  the  supply  of 
specie  from  Mexico  can  no  longer  be  depended  on, 
and  the  demand  for  it  on  Louisiana  is  constant  and 
heavy,  from  the  states  .above,  particularly  those  in 
our  more  immediate  neighborhood,  those  banks 
have  already  suspended,  and  who  are  now  reple- 
nishing their  vaults  at  the  expense  of  N.  Orleans; 
besides  the  very  heavy  demand  for  remittances  to 
the  north,  which  are  rendered  necessary  by  th 
total  prostration  of  our  domestic  exchange,  all  of 
which  admonish  us  that  the  general  welfare  of 
our  community  absolutely  requires  the  adoption  of 
measures  that  will  prevent  an  entire  abstraction  of 
the  basis  of  our  circulation. 

The  causes  that  have  induced  the  banks  repre- 
sented by  the  undersigned  to  suspend,  temporarily, 
specie  payments,  are  universal  and  irresistible, 
and  which  they  believe  no  banks,  either  in  this 
country  or  Great  Britain,  can  withstand,  and  are 
therefore  constrained  to  believe  that  a general  sus- 
pension of  all  the  banks  in  the  union  can  neither  be 
avoided  nor  postponed. 

The  unlimited  resources  of  our  country,  and  par- 
ticularly of  Louisiana,  will  enable  the  banks  of  this 
state  to  resume  at  an  early  period  with  perfect 
•safety;  and  in  the  mean  time  measures  will  bs 
adopted,  to  prevent  an  injudicious  extension  of  cir 
culation,  and  to  inform  the  public  by  monthly  pub- 
lications of  the  relative  position  of  the  banks. 

To  wait  until  the  present  step  is  forced  upon 
them,  after  their  vaults  are  entirely  exhausted 
would  be  injurious  and  impolitic,  and  would  ren 
der  a resumption  much  more  difficult,  whereas  by 
an  immediate  suspension,  the  banks  would  retain 
the  specie  now  on  hand,  to  from  the  basis  for  a 
renewal  of  their  payments  at  an  early  day,  and  in  the 
mean  time  afford  general  relief,  and  permit  the  com- 
mercial transactions  to  flow  in  their  usual  channels 

By  adopting  this  step  they  can  at  once  extend 
their  facilities  so  as  to  afford  efficient  and  imme 
diate  relief — check  the  continuance  of  the  mime 
rous  failures — restore  confidence  in  the  cornmu 
nity — create  a resumption  of  business  transactions, 
in  the  way  of  purchases  and  sales — and  prevent  the 
ruinous  sacrifices  that  are  daily  making  under  the 
unexampled  pressure  that  now  exists,  and  at  the 
same  time  retaining  at  their  command  the  neces 


PROCLAMATION  OF  GOVERNOR  RITNER. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

Pennsylvania,  s-s. — In  the  name,  and 
[seal.]  by  the  authority  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania: 

By  Joseph  Ritner,  governor  of  the  said  commonwealth. 

A proclamation. 

Whereas,  the  general  suspension  of  the  payment 
of  gold  and  silver,  for  their  notes,  by  the  banks  of 
the  country,  presents  a crisis  in  our  pecuniary  af- 
fairs, which  demands  the  most  serious  considera- 
tion: And,  whereas,  it  ha?  been  represented  to  me, 
by  many  citizens,  that  the  legislature  should  be 
convened  at  an  early  period,  or  that  some  other 
measure  should  be  adopted  to  allay  the  uneasiness 
which  pervades  the  public  mind,  and  to  obtain  relief 
under  the  sudden  embarrassment  that  has  fallen 
upon  us: 

Therefore,  I have  thought  it  right  to  issue  this 
proclamation,  for  the  purpose  of  declaring,  among- 
other  things,  that  upon  mature  deliberatiou,  I have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  inexpedient  for  the 
present,  to  convoke  the  legislature. 

Because  the  evils  under  which  the  good  people 
of  this  commonwealth  labor,  have  not  been  produc- 
ed by  the  action  of  .the  government  of  this  state, 
but  mainly  by  the  unnecessary  and  unauthorised  in- 
terference of  the  general  government  with  the  cur- 
rency and  moneyed  transactions  of  the  country; 
and,  therefore,  the  constituted  authorities  of  Penn- 
sylvania, cannot  now,  by  any  active  measures,  ar- 
rest, or . materially  mitigate  the  misfortune,  relief 
from  which  must  come  from  the  same  source  with 
the  injury: 

Because  all  the  measures  which  have  been  pro- 
posed to  be  adopted,  by  the  state  legislature,  to  meet 
the  emergency,  would,  in  my  opinion,  rather  increase 
than  diminish  the  real  difficulties  of  our  condition. 

Authority  to  the  banks  to  issue  notes  of  denomina- 
tions less  than  five  dollars,  would  be  the  infliction 
of  a great  permanent  evil,  to  alleviate  a temporary 
embarrassment,  and  would  only  be  the  substitution 
of  the  lower  denominations  of  a circulating  medium 
for  the  higher  denominations  of  the  same,  without 
withdrawing  any  of  the  latter  from  circulation,  or 
giving  to  the  one  any  stronger  claims  on  public 
confidence  than  the  other,  thereby  increasing  the 
aggregate  amount  of  bank  notes  without  increasing 
the  amount  of  the_specie  or  property  represented, 
and  thus  inevitably  depreciating  the  actual  value  of 
the  existing  representative  currency. 

The  passage  of  a law  to  save  the  forfeiture  of  the 
charters,  to  which  the  banks  will  become  subject, 
by  continuing  to  refuse  specie  for  their  notes, 
would  only  increase  and  render  more  lasting  the 
mischief.  The  instant  result  would,- in  all  probabil- 
ity, be  a vast  and  ruinous  increase  of  the  bank 
note  circulation— a correspondent  diminution  of  its 
real  value — a dangerous  facility  of  obtaining  bank 
loans— a sudden  rise  in  the  nominal  value  of  all 
kinds  of  property — a further  increase  of  the  mad 
spirit  of  speculation — and  finally,  the  incurring  of 
a real  amount  of  debt,  which  must  afterwards  be 
paid  in  hard  money,  dollar  for  dollar,  to  the  ruin  of 
thousands. 

The  passage  of  a law  for  the  stay  of  execution  in 
case  of  debt,  besides  aggravating  the  evils  just 
named,  would  accustom  our  citizens  to  a disregard 
for  the  obligations  of  law  and  for  punctuality  in 
their  dealings,  and  would  beget  a familiarity  with 
the  dependence  of  indebtedness,  -wholly  inconsis- 
tent with  the  character  of  Pennsylvania  citizens. 

For  these  reasons,  I deem  it  inexpedient,  for  the 
present,  to  convene  the  legislature. 

The  main  object,  then,  of  this  proclamation,  is 
to  address  the  patriotism,  the  good  sense  and  the 
interest  of  the  citizens  who  tHrect  the  different 
banks  of  the  commonwealth.  In  their  hands  are 
placed,  by  this  strange  andsudden  catastrophe,  to  a 
great  extent,  the  present  control  of  our  prosperity. 
But  fortunately  for  the  community,  the  forfeiture  or 
confirmation  of  the  charters  of  those  institutions, 
will  depend  upon  the  estimate  which  public  opi- 
nion, for  the  next  six  months,  will  form  of  the  use 
which  shall  be  made  of  the  power  that  circumstan- 
ces have  thus  given. 
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If  a recldoss  pursuit  of  profit  and  a disregard  of 
the  welfare  of  society,  should  lead  to  a sudden  and 
injurious  increase  of  bank  issue's,  the  next  meeting 
01  ta:  representatives  of  an  injured  community  will 
Undoubtedly  visit  the  full  penalty  of  the  law  on  the 
faithless  agents.  If  on  the  other  hand,  an  honest 
and  patriotic  application  of  the  power  novV  possess- 
ed by  them,  shall  prevent  the  apprehended  evils, 
and  shall  at  the  earliest  possible  period,  restore  the 
currency  to  its  recently  healthy  condition,  acts,  un- 
der other  circumstances  unlawful,  thus  proved  .o 
have  been  compelled  only  by  urgent  necessity,  and 
thus  followed  by  no  sinister  perversion  of  power, 
will,  beyond  a doubt,  be  confirmed.  To  accoin- 
plisa  which  desirable  and  just  result,  no  exertion 
will  be  spared  by  the  executive  at  the  proper  time. 

In  the  meantime  I shall  take  care,  through  the 
authority  vested  in  the  auditor  general,  to  keep  the 
public  and  the  legislature,  when  it  sfrall  meet,  in- 
formed of  the  amounts  of  issues,  and  of  the  ,pther 
transactions  of  the  banks.  If  any  tjank  should,  af- 
ter the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  increase  its 
amount  of  notes  in  circulation,  it  will  be  most  im- 
portant that  the  people’s  representatives,  who  will 
have  before  them  the  question  of  annulling  or  con- 
firming the  charters,  should  be  aware  of  the  fact. 

And,  finally,  it  is  the  object  of  this  proclamation, 
solemnly  to  call  upon  every  citizen,  in  the  name  of 
his  own  and  the  public  good,  to  sustain  the  honor 
and  credit  of  the  state  and  of  her  institutions  at  the 
present  crisis.  Let  prudence  and  firmness  be  exp- 
orted by  each  in  his  own  sphere,  and  there  is  no 
danger.  The  banks  are  believed  to  be  abundantly 
able  to  meet  all  their  liabilities.  The  only  danger 
is  to  be  found  in  rashness  and  excitement.  It  is 
evident  that  the  present  difficulty  does  hot  arise 
from  any  great  inherent  defect  in  our  currency,  but 
from  an  error  in  its  management.  The  nation- 
al government,  with  an  unparralleled  surplus  of 
means^cannot  pay  its  debts  in  the  legal  currency 
of  the  country.  Our  own  state,  with  unfailing  re- 
sources and  increased  facilities  to  promote  and  ac- 
commodate internal  trade  and  business,  is  disap- 
pointed in  her  reasonable  expectations  of  an  in- 
crease in  the  income  of  her  public  works  over  that 
of  last  year. 

Our  farmers,  mechanics,  manufacturers  and  mer- 
chants, in  the  full  tide  of  profitable  industry  and 
enterprise,  are  suddenly  paralyzed  in  all  their  ef- 
forts, and  the  whole  machinery  of  busy  life  stands 
still,  without  pestilence,  death  or  war,  or  the 
agency  of  any  other  great  domestic  or  foreign  ca- 
lamity which  usually  produces  such  results.  It 
most,  therefore,  be  that  some  error  in  the  manage- 
ment of  that  currency  built  on  mutual  confidence, 
arid  which  heretofore  raised  our  country  to  unpa- 
ralleled prosperity,  has  produced  the  present  mo- 
mentary stagnation.  It  will  also  be  found  that  the 
intelligence  and  patriotism  of  American  citizens 
will  soon  discover  and  apply  the  remedy,  and  that 
the  error  will  soon  be  retrieved.  Nothing  is  requi- 
red-nothing is  in  the  power  of  Pennsylvania  but 
steady  coolness  during  the  emergency. 

The  occasion  will  not  be  without  its  good  effects, 
among  which  will  be  the  opportunity  presented  to 
the  next  legislature  to  impose  upon  our  banking 
system  such  guards  and  restrictions,  as-present  ex- 
perience will  point  out  for  the  benefit  of  the  future. 

In  the  meantime,  let  the  banks  go  on  steadily, 
without  oppressing  their  debtors,  or  see  .ring  undue 
profit  to  themselves  by  increasing  their  notes  in 
circulation:  and  let  a general  and  generous  confi- 
dence in  the  solvency  of  the  banks  be  cherished  by 
the  citizens,  and  all  will  be  well. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the 
state,  at  Harrisburgh,  the  twentieth  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven,  and  of  the  commonwealth, 
the  sixty-first. 

By  the  governor: 

THOMAS  H.  BURROWES, 
Secretary  of  the  commonwealth. 

THE  TREASURY  AND  THE  MERCHANTS. 
From,  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  May  IS. 
Great  meeting  of  merchants.  It  was  known  at 
an  early  hour  yesterday,  that  the  collector  of  this 
port  had  returned  from  Washington,  whither  he 
had  been  ior  the  purpose  of  making  representations 
to  the  government  on  the  subject  of  the  treasury 
order,  demanding  specie  for  custom  house  bonds. 
At  the  suggestion  of  several  gentlemen,  a notice 
was  posted’on  the  various  bulletins,  that  at  1 o’clock 
Mr.  Swartwout  would  state  to  the  merchants,  at  the 
Exchange,  the  results  of  his  journey. 

At  the  hour  appointed,  the  great  room  was  filled 
with  a most  respectable  assembly  of  merchants, 
traders,  mechanics  and  others.  Mr.  Swartwout  was 
received  with  warm  congratulations.  He  stated 
that  on  receiving  the  treasury  order  last  Saturday, 
requiring  him  to  demand  specie,  and  to  accept  that 


only  in  payment  of  bon  Is,  he  determined  at  once  to 
proceed  to  Washington.  He  did  so,  and  on  Mon- 
day morning  called  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
and  communicated  to  him  his  opinion  of  the  entire 
impossibility  of  enforcing  the  order,  and  the  im- 
possibility of  the  merchants’  compliance,  however 
much  they  may  be  inclined. 

The  secretary  replied  that  the  laws  were  impe- 
rative, and  that  he  had  taken  an  oath  to  enforce 
those  laws;  that  much  as  lie  Jolt  for  the  distresses 
which  he  knew  tlfe  community  were  'suffering,  he 
found  himself  bound  by  the  lave?  in  a manner  which 
left  him  no  alternative. 

The  collector  also  called  on  the  president,  and 
made  the  same  strong  representations  of  the  im- 
possibility of  collecting  the  duty  bonds  in  specie, 
and  of  the  great  injury  which  must  result  from  at- 
tempting to  do  so.  He  received  in  reply,  as  he  had 
Iroin  the  secretary,  the  strongest  expressions  of  re- 
gret at  the  commercial  embarrassments  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  distress  of  business  men,  with  assur- 
ances that  the  president  would  be  glad  to  adopt  any 
measures  consistent  with  the  laws  and  the  general 
interests  of  the  nation,  which  he  could  be  persuad- 
ed would  tend  to  relieve  the  distress.  But  the  im- 
perative character  of  the  laws  left  him  no  choice. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  collector  suggest- 
ed that  as  the  laws  were  also  imperative  on  the 
local  officers  of  the  customs,  the  responsibility 
should  be  left  with  them  to  act  as  they  might  deem 
the  emergency  to  demand,  without  further  orders 
from  the  government,  relying  upon  congress  and 
the  country  to  approve  of  their  measures  hereafter. 
To  this  suggestion  no  opposition  was  made,  and 
upon  this  ground  the  collector  declared  his  readi- 
ness, under  the  necessity  of  the  case,  to  place  the 
bonds  in  banks  where  they  will  be  paid  as  other 
bank  debts,  and  look  to  congress  to  sanction  what 
he  does.  That  congress  will  sanction  the  procedure 
there  cannot  be  a doubt. 

These  statements  were  received  with  a hearty 
response,  and  immediately  on  Mr.  Swartwout  leav- 
ing the  platform,  James  G.  King,  esq.  was  called 
to  take  the  chair,  and  John  A.  Stevens,  esq.  ap- 
pointed secretary.  A resolution  of  thanks  to  the 
collector  for  his  conduct  in  this  business  was  then 
presented  and  unanimously  adopted,  as  follows: 

“Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
presented  to  Samuel  Swartwout,  collector  of  the 
port  of  New  York,  for  his  prompt  and  zealous  ser- 
vices, just  rendered  in  behalf  of  the  merchants  of 
this  city.” 

The  feeling  of  approbation  of  the  course  pursued 
by  the  collector  was  deep  and  universal.  The 
service  he  has  rendered  to  the  merchants,  the  coun- 
try, and,  we  may  add,  to  the  government  too,  on 
this  occasion,  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated. 

The  bonds  for  yesterday  were  not  deposited  in 
bank,  and,  of  course,  were  not  paid.  But  it  is  un- 
derstood on  all  hands  that  no  suits  will  be  com- 
menced, and  that  the  bonds  will  in  a day  or  two 
be  returned  to  the  banks. 

In  connexion  with  the  above,  we  are  enabled  to 
subjoin  the  following  letter  from  the  treasury  de- 
partment to  Mr.  Price,  United  States  district  at- 
torney for  this  district,  in  reply  to  a letter  from  that 
gentleman  to  the  department,  in  which  he  stated 
that -the  payment  of  bonds  in  specie,  under  existing 
circumstances,  was  absolutely  impracticable,  and 
that  the  effect  of  requiring  it  would  be  to  transfer 
them  to  the  hands  of  the  district  attorney.  The 
letter  of  Mr.  Price  was  conveyed  to  Washington 
by  the  collector,  and  the  reply  was  received  by  ex- 
press mail  last  evening.  To  the  efforts  of  these  two 
gentlemen,  our  merchants  are  indebted,  mediately, 
for  the  favorable  change  which  has  come  over  their 
prospects  within  the  last  forty-eight  hours. 

Treasury  department.  May  16,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  I have  received,  by  the  politeness  of 
Mr.  Swartwout,  yours  of  the  13th  instant,  and  have 
had  my  sympathies  much  excited  by  it,  and  by  the 
full  explanations  of  the  collector. 

In  a common  suffering  by  the  calamity  which 
has  befallen  your  city  and  the  rest  of  the  country, 
through  the  great  pressure  in  the  money  market, 
and  through  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
the  banks,  I have  both  personally  and  officially  the 
strongest  reasons  for  entering  deeply  into  your  feel- 
ings, and  for  making,  every  legal  exertion  to  alle- 
viate the  misfortunes  of  the  merchants. 

But  the  existing  acts  of  congress  are  so  peremp- 
tory in  their  character  on  the  subject  of  collecting 
duties  only  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  arid  of  usWg 
banks  for  deposite  only,  while  they  continue  to  re- 
deem their  bills  in  specie,  as,  to  deprive  me,  on  this 
point,  of  any  discretionary  power  to  issue  direc- 
tions more  favorable  than  those  hereafter  described. 
There  may  be  some  requisitions  of  the  laws  which 
accidents  or  misfortunes  will  prevent  the  agents  of 
the  government,  as  well  as  individuals,  from  ful- 
filling at  the  period  and  in  the  manner  required. 


But  in  such  case,  it  is  the  official  duty  and  oath  of 
the  officer,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  individual,  to  do 
all  in  his  power  to  comply  with  the  law,  and,  if 
unable  to  accomplish  it,  to  wait  till  he  is  able,  or 
till  the  legislative  authority  grants  relief. 

I presume,  therefore,  that  the  desire  of  yourself 
and  your  community  can  only  be,  that  every  mea- 
sure should  he  resorted  to  or  approved  in  this  emer- 
gency, which  is  not  forbidden  by  law,  and  which 
may  be  likely  to  relieve  the  mercantile  interests 
from  any  inconvenience  under  which  they  now 
labor  by  the  difficulty  of  procuring  specie  or  its 
equivalent  to  pay  the  bonds  and  cash  duties. 

With  the  most  painful  solicitude  to  do  this,  I 
have  communicated  to  the  collector  my  sanction  to 
a postponement  of  the  collection  of  duty  bonds,  be- 
fore as  well  as  alter  suit,  on  the  usual  terms  in  case 
of  embarrassment,  and  for  the  period  of  thirty,  sixty 
and  ninety  days,  as  might  seem  proper,  considering 
the  state  of  the  treasury  when  the  application  was 
made. 

The  solicitor  of  the  treasury  is  now  preparing 
special  instructions,  so  as  to  carry  this  indulgence 
into  effect  without  the  delay  or  inconvenience  of  a 
resort  in  each  case  to  this  department. 

In  consequence,  also,  of  an  earlier  meeting  of 
congress  having  been  decided  on  by  the  president 
since  that  communication,  the  solicitor  has  been 
empowered  to  extend  that  indulgence  in  cases 
where  it  is  appropriate  and  desired,  to  a period  af- 
ter the  commencement  of  the  ensuing  session. 

Besides  the  above  postponement,  and  the  call  of 
an  extra  session  of  congress,  in  order  that,  among 
other  things,  it  may  make  any  suitable  provision 
for  further  relief  on  this  subject,  the  department 
has  to-Jay  published  a notice  of  its  willingness  to 
permit  any  treasury  drafts,  not  paid  by  the  banlcb 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  holders,  to  be  received  by 
the  collectors  for  duties  instead  of  specie,  or  as  an 
equivalent  lor  it. 

In  addition  to  those  three  measures  fis-  aid  and 
alleviation  under  the  existing  embarrassments,  I 
have  been  unable  to  devise  any  others  which  ap- 
pear to  be  consistent  with  law. 

But  I shall  continue  with  much  anxiety  to  reflect 
on  this  subject,  and  to  weigh  every  suggestion 
which  you  or  others  will  have  the  kindness  to  sub- 
mit, in  favor  of  any  other  lawful  step  calculated  to 
yield  assistance  in  your  present  difficulties.  I 
hardly  need  assure  you,  and  the  community  around 
you,  that  I stand  not  only  ready,  but  eager  to  adopt 
any  such  step  of  that  character  which  further  con- 
sideration and  inquiry  may  convince  me  is,  under 
the  limited  discretionary  poweis  left  to  the  depart- 
ment on  this  subject,  tolerated  by  the  laws,  and 
justified  by  a proper  regard  to  the  public  interests. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  scct’y  of  Ike  treasury. 

Wm.  M.  Price,  esq.  U.  S,  attorney,  New  York. 

COLLECTOR  OF  NEW  YORK. 

From  the  Globe  of  Saturday  night.  May  20 

Great  interest  having  been  expressed  in  many 
quarters  with  regard  to  the  views  reported  to  have 
been  expressed  by  Mr.  Swartwout,  at  a meeting 
of  the  merchants  of  New  York,  as  to  the  course  he 
intended  to  pursue  in  collecting  the  duties  due  the 
United  States,  we  have  obtained  a copy  of  a letter 
addressed  to  him  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
which  will  effectually  resolve  all  the  doubts  express- 
ed in  the  whig  organs  with  regard  to  the  connivance 
of  file  executive  in  the  illegal  determination  attri- 
buted to  the  collector. 

Treasury  department,  May  19,  1837. 

Sir:  This  department  has,  with  much  surprise, 
seen  several  representations  in  the  daily  press  con- 
cerning certain  declarations  made  by  you  at  a re- 
cent public  meeting  in  New  York  city,  as  to  the 
course  you  intended  to  pursue  in  future  in  collecting 
the  public  revenue. 

The  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  nature  of 
these  representations,  render  it  my  unpleasant  duty 
to  call  your  immediate  attention  to  them. 

Some  of  the  accounts  of  what  took  place  repre- 
sent you  as  saying,  in  substance,  that  as  the  orders 
of  the  treasury  could  not  be  complied  with,  you,  on 
your  own  responsibility,  would  dispense  with  them; 
while  others  state  that  you  understood  a discretion 
had  been  left  to  you  by  the  executive  on  this  sub- 
ject; and  that,  in  the  exercise  of  such  discretion, 
you  should  not  conform  to  the  instructions  of  the 
department,  either  by  collecting  the  money  yourself, 
which  fell  due  for  duties,  or  by  collecting  it  in  such 
kind  of  money  as  the  laws  require.  Other  repre- 
sentations convey  the  idea  that,  if  you  pursued  such 
a course,  the  government  would  make.no  objection 
to  it. 

Under  a belief  that  in  these  reports,  as  to  your 
remarks  and  determation  on  this  subject,  some  un- 
fortunate errors  must  have  occurred,  or  that  you 
must  have  imbibed  very  incorrect  opinions  concern- 
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ing  the  views  entertained  by  the  department,  it 
becomes  proper,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  repeat, 
in  explicit  terms,  the  real  character  and  extent  of 
those  views. 

1.  The  order  as  to  the  mode  of  collecting  bonds 
by  yourself,  rather  than  through  the  banks,  and  in 
specie  or  its  equivalent,  was  in  the  last  respect,  in 
accordance  with  the  course  which  you  reported  to 
this  department  for  its  approval  on  the  suspension 
of  payment  by  the  banks.  The  order  was  the  same 
in  substance,  in  all  respects,  at  your  port,  as  that 
adopted  at  all  other  ports  in  the  United  States, 
where  no  banks  paid  specie  on  demand  for  their 
notes,  and  where,  in  that  event,  the  express  lan- 
guage of  the  deposite  act,  of  June,  1836,  impera- 
tively required  their  discontinuance  as  public  de- 
positories; and  other  laws  virtually  forbid  the  re- 
ceipt of  their  notes  for  duties. 

2.  But  in  the  wide  spread  calamity  which  had 
recently  fallen  on  the  commercial  world,  and  through 
it  upon  those  banking  institutions,  in  common  with 
others  which  were  depositories  of  the  public  money, 
it  was  evident  that  our  finances  must  become  em- 
barrassed through  the  previous  embarrassments  of 
others,  and  that  great  care  and  efforts  must  be  ex- 
ercised, to  meet  faithfully  the  current  public  en- 
gagements. At  the  same  time,  it  was  desirable 
that  every  indulgence  and  forbearance  should  be 
exercised,  and  were  intended  by  the  president  and 
this  department  to  be  liberally  exercised,  towards 
the  public  debtors,  which  those  engagements  would 
permit. 

3.  Accordingly,  in  order  to  mitigate  the  evils 
which  pressed  so  heavily  on  the  merchants,  this 
department,  with  the  sanction  of  the  president,  at 
once  authorised  a postponement  to  be  granted  in  all 
suitable  cases,  of  the  payment  of  duty  bonds,  as 
well  before  as  after  suit;  and  subsequently,  as  new 
events  justified,  permitted  it  to  be  extended  till 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  con- 
gress. 

The  department  likwise  empowered  the  collectors 
t'9  receive  for  duties  the  drafts  of  the  treasurer  in  fa- 
vor of  the  public  creditors  which  might  not  be  paid 
in  specie  to  the  holders  by  the  banks  on  which  they 
were  drawn.  Outstanding  debenture  bonds  are 
also  receivable  in  the  same  way;  and  to  afford  the 
opportunity  to  procure  still  further  aid  and  relief,  if 
it  shall  be  deemed  proper  by  congress,  that  body 
has  been  specially  convened  by  the  president  at  the 
earliest  convenient  day. 

After  all  these  mitigating  measures,  neither  the 
president  nor  this  department  saw  any  further  in- 
dulgence \yhich  could  be  given  consistent  with  he 
acts  of  congress,  and  which  it  was  within  our  pow- 
ers to  bestow,  limited  and  regulated  as  those  powers 
are  by  various  express  laws. 

It  was,  and  still  is,  hoped  that  the  merchants 
would,  till  congress  assembled,  cheerfully  incur  the 
diminished  sacrifices,  in  respect  to  the  payment  of 
some  of  the  duties,  which  their  liabilities  and  busi- 
ness might  render  necessary;  and  that  the  officers 
connected  with  the  customs  would  feel  a pride,  as 
well  as  zeal,  in  encouraging  them  to  uphold  the 
laws  faithfully,  and  neither  countenance  nor  permit 
any  departures  from  them. 

The  executive  possesses  no  authority  to  delegate 
to  you,  nor  has  it  intended  to  delegate  any  discretion 
to  disregard  those  laws  in  any  particular,  or  to  act, 
contrary  to  the  instructions  of  the  department, 
which  had  been  issued  in  conformity  to  them;  nor 
can  it  sanction  the  exercise  of  any  such  discretion 
on  the  part  of  any  of  the  officers  of  the  customs. 

It  would  seem  better  that  the  duties,  whether  due 
on  bonds  or  in  cash,  when  the  goods  are  entered, 
and  which  the  merchants  may  be  unable,  if  not  post- 
poned, to  pay  in  any  of  the  legal  modes  before 
pointed  out,  till  the  early  day  on  which  congress 
convenes,  should  go  entirely  upaid,  from  inability 
to  meet  them  legally,  than  be  collected  or  discharged 
in  a manner  that  is  not  sanctioned  either  by  the  acts 
of  congress  or  our  duty  to  the  govenrmeut. 

The  department  is  willing  to  make  liberal  allowr- 
ances  for  acts  growing  out  of  the  sympathy  naturally 
felt  for  the  embarrassments  of  the  commercial  com- 
munity, and  the  strong  desire  to  contribute  to  their 
relief;  but  you  must  be  sensible  that  the  newspaper 
accounts  w hich  have  already  appeared,  are  calculat- 
ed to  convey  the  idea  that  the  president  and  this 
department  are  disposed  to  overlook,  or  even  to  ap- 
prove, the  unauthorised  course  which  it  is  said  you 
propose  to  adopt;  and  it  is  possible  that  from  your 
full  knowledge  of  the  sincerity  and  extent  of  the 
anxious  desire  of  the  president  and  of  this  depart- 
ment to  afford  relief,  you  may  have  entertained 
the  impression  that  such  would  be  the  case 
It  therefore  becomes  by  duty  instantly  to  inform 
you  that  all  such  impressions  are  erroneous,  and  it  is 
oped  that  many  of  the  considerations  before  stated 
ill  haveoccurred  to  you,  and  that,  under  their  in- 


fluence, you  will  continue  to  discharge  your  duties 
in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  the  acts  of  congress 
and  the  instructions  of  this  department.  I am,  sir, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  , 

LE  V I WOODBURY,  sec’ry.  of  the  treasury. 

Samuel  Swartivout,  esq.  collector.  New  York. 

EDITORIAL  CONVENTION. 

The  Nashville  Banner  of  the  12th  inst.  gives  the 
proceeding  of  a convention  of  editors  of  the  Ten- 
nessee press,  which  assembled  in  that  city,  accord- 
ing to  previous  notice,  on  the  8th  inst.  About 
twenty  of  the  daily  and  weekly  publications  of  that 
state,  were  represented  in  the  convention — which, 
though  comprising  individuals  of  all  parties  in  poli- 
tics, as  weil^as  of  no  party  in  politics,  conducted  its 
proceedings  and  adopted  its  resolutions  with  the 
utmost  harmony.  After  organizing  the  convention, 
by  the  appointment  of  the  rev.  Z.  T.  Edgak,  (ofthe 
American  Presbyterian,  Nashville),  to  the  chair, 
and  VV.  W.  Gates,  (of  the  Paris  Tennessean), 
secretary,  a committee  of  five  was  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  upon  the  business  before  the 
convention.  This  committee,  through  its  chairman 
Dr.  S.  Nye,  (of  the  Nashville  Republican)  re- 
ported at  the  next  day’s  sitting  of  the  convention  a 
preamble  and  a series  of  resolutions,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  convention,  and  from 
which  we  make  the  following  exstracts,  as  appli- 
cable every  where  and  therefore  worthy  of  general 
consideration  by  those  connected  with  the  news- 
paper press: 

The  press  is  justly  considered  the  palladium  of 
popular  freedom.  By  its  moral  energies,  the 
shackles  with  which  man  had  bound  his  fellow 
man,  have  been  thrown  off  and  broken.  Before  its 
light  the  mists  of  religious  and  political  supersti- 
tion have  been  dispelled.  It  has  renovated  the 
world  and  elevated  man  to  the  dignified  condition 
designed  for  him  by  his  creator. 

While,  however,  the  importance  of  the  press  is 
thus  felt  and  acknowledged,  it  must  be  evident  to 
the  mind  of  every  one,  that  its  condition  is  fast  de- 
generating from  the  high  standing  it  should  assume, 
and  that  the  profits  and  character  to  be  acquired  by 
its  conductors,  are  far  from  being  commensurate 
with  the  benefits  it  has,  and  does  still  confer  upon 
society  at  large.  Even  in  our  loved  country,  where 
public  opinion,  it  was  hoped  and  believed,  would 
ever  curb  and  restrain  it  from  the  abuses  to  which  a 
free  press  is  liable,  its  licentiousness  is  a matter  of 
every  day  remark.  Nor  can  it  be  denied  that  this 
loss  of  respect  on  the  part  of  the  community  is  in 
some  degree  deserved.  Editors  of  newpapers  have 
too  much  forgotten,  in  the  excitement  ofthe  times, 
the  courtesy  and  respect  due  to  each  other;  and,  in 
their  anxiety  to  advance  particular  interests,  they 
have  not  been  over  scrupulous  in  the  means  used 
for  their  accomplishment. 

To  elevate  the  character  of  the  press  its  conduc- 
tors must  return  to  the  course  from  which  they  have 
departed.  To  insure  the  respect  of  others,  they 
must  not  lose  sight  of  that  due  themselves  and 
each  other.  If  their  deportment  one  to  another  is 
characterised  by  courtesy,  truth,  charity  and  for- 
bearance, though  they  may  differ  wide  as  the  poles 
in  their  opinions,  the  respect  and  confidence  ofthe 
community  will  be  awarded  them. 

To  this  course  the  conductors  of  the  press,  are 
impelled  by  every  exalted  motive.  Praiseworthy 
aspirations  for  honorable  distinction— love  of  appro- 
bation, and  love  of  country — all  invite  us  steadily 
to  pursue  it.  Let  us  not  then,  for  the  gratification 
of  a transitory  feeling  of  jealousy  or  rivalry,  or  for 
the  achievement  of  schemes  of  minor  importance, 
forego  the  advantages  it  will  secure  to  us.  Let  us 
rather,  seek  by  mutual  forbearance,  and  by  doing 
justice  to- one  another,  to  raise  the  press  above  the 
influences  which  have  depressed  it. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  for  accomplishing 
this  design,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  follovv- 
ing  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  in  all  discussions  or  controversies, 
the  editors  of  this  state  shall  observe  gentlemanly 
courtesy  in  debate,  and  shall  not  indulge  in  person- 
alities or  indecorous  language;  that  as  the  name  of 
the  newspaper  with  which  they  may  be  arguing  is 
sufficient  for  identification,  and  the  greater  part  of 
our  readers  feel  no  interest  in  the  name  of  the  edi- 
tor, it  shall  be  deemed  indecorous  to  introduce  the 
name  of  those  with  whom  we  may  be  arguing,  and 
highly  improper  to  nick  name  or  ridicule  those  with 
whom  we  mav  have  political  or  other  controversies. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  ardent  desire  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  convention  to  advance  the  interest  of 
all  the  editorial  fraternity  throughout  the  state,  and 
that  we  pledge  ourselves  to  use  our  endeavors  for 
that  object;  and  to  cultivate  the  good  will  and  kind 
feelings  of  our  brethren,  and  that  he  who  shall  give 
cause  for  a breach  of  this  engagement  shall  be  con- 
sidered unworthy  of  our  fellowship. 


Resolved,  That  it  is  recommended  to  every  pro- 
prietor in  the  state,  to  discourage  intemperance,  by 
giving  a preference  to  journeymen  of  steady  habits. 

Resolved,  That  all  editors  and  proprietors  of  poli- 
tical newspapers  in  Tennessee,  be  and  they  are 
hereby  requested,  hereafter,  to  exact  payment  in 
advance,  and  to  use  their  bes  t exertions  to  e'nforce 
the  exaction,  for  all  subscriptions  ior  papers  sent 
out  of  the  state. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  BEN  SHERROD. 

The  following  additional  particulars  of  the  late 
dreadful  steamboat  disaster  are  from  late  New  Or- 
leans papers. 

The  steamer  Ben  Sherrod,  captain  Castleman, 
left  New  Orleans  on  Sunday  morning,  May  7th, 
bound  to  Louisville.  On  the  night  ofthe  8th,  when 
about  30  miles  below  Natchez,  she  was  found  to  be 
enveloped  in  flames,  and  out  of  near  200*  persons 
on  board,  only  about  50  or  60  were  saved.  In  a 
few  minutes  after  the  fire  was  discovered,  the 
whole  boat  was  enveloped  in  flames. 

Being  in  the  stream  and  her  U'heel  ropes  burnt 
off,  it  was  impossible  to  run  her  ashore;  and  no 
alteration  was  left  to  the  persons  on  board,  but  to 
jump  into  the  water  and  attempt  to  save  themselves 
by  swimming,  or  floating  on  such  articles  as  they 
could  find,  or  to  perish  in  the  flames.  In  the  con- 
fusion and  alarm,  many  who  could  not  swim  sprang 
overboard,  without  taking  the  precaution  to  pro- 
vide themselves  with  a plank  or  box,  and  were 
drowned;  many  more,  it  is  feared,  were  burned  to 
death.  Few  even  of  those  now  living  would  have 
survived,  had  not  the  steamer  Columbus,  captain 
Jones,  come  to  their  assistance.  A number  were 
picked  up,. but  a greater  number  sunk  before  aid 
could  reach  them.  The  steamer  Statesman  also 
picked  up  6 or  7. 

So  rapid  was  the  spread  of  the  fire,  and  so  desti- 
tute were  those  on  board  of  all  means  of  escape, 
that  nothing  could  be  saved,  not  even  the  register 
of  the  boat;  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  say  how 
many  were  lost,  or  what  were  their  names.  The 
passengers  and  crew  amounted  to  over  160. 

From  the  Bee. 

The  fire  is  believed  to  have  originated  from  the 
wood  used  for  fuel  being  piled  up  near  the  boiler. 
The  story  of  the  disaster  was  related  to  us  by  a 
"young  man  who  was  a cabin  passenger,  and  it  is 
awfully  interesting,  and  his  own  escape  almost 
miraculous.  When  he  awoke  he  put  on  his  clothes 
and  leaped  into  the  yawl  which  was  hanging  at 
the  stern,  and  was  followed  by  about  40  other  men, 
one  of  whom  cut  the  roap  connecting  the  stern  of 
the  steamer  to  the  bow  of  the  yawl,  and  the  latter 
canted  over  and  hung  in  a perpendicular  position, 
the  bow  towards  the  water.  All  on  board  were 
precipitated  into  the  water  and  are  believed  to 
have  been  drowned,  with  the  exception  of  the  nar- 
rator, and  he  saved  himself  by  clinging  to  the 
thwarts.  In  a few  minutes  about  twenty  of  the 
crew  made  their  way  to  the  stern  of  the  steamer 
and  placed  themselves  in  the  boat,  suspended  as  she 
was.  One  of  them  imprudently  took  out  his  kinfe 
and  cut  the  rope  which  attached  the  steamer  to  the 
stern  ofthe  yawl,  and  she  plunged,  as  might  have 
been  expected,  full  twenty  feet  under  water.  All 
that  had  been  hanging  to  her  were  missing,  except 
four  and  the  individual  who  relates  the  story;  he 
says  when  he  rose  to  the  surface  he  found  himself 
under  the  yawl,  and  she  was  lying  bottom  up. 
Being  strong,  active  and  expert  at  swimming,  he 
worked  his  way  from  underneath  and  mounted  on 
her  bottom— jwhere  he  was  soon  joined  by  the  four 
other  men  who  had  saved  themselves,  and  in  this 
situation  they  floated  twelve  miles  down  the  river, 
before  they  were  picked  up  by  the  Columbus. 

Captain  Castleman,  by  vigorous  exertions,  saved  " 
his  wife  and  two  children— one  of  his  children  and 
his  father  were  lost.  A Mr.  Smith  also  had  the 
luck  to  save  his  wife  and  one  child — and  we  add 
with  pain  that  one  of  his  children  is  missing. 

There  was  some  powder  on  board,  in  what  quan- 
tities we  know  not,  but  the  knowledge  that  it  was 
there  seemed  to  have  paralyzed  the  efforts  of  the 
crew,  and  its  explosion  added  to  the  deep  horrors  of 
the  scene.  We  are  informed  that  there  were  nine 
'adies  on  board,  only  two  of  whom  were  rescued. 

The  survivors  of  this  appalling  disaster,  unani- 
mously concur  in  expressions  of  the  warmest  grati- 
tude to  capt.  Jones,  of  the  Columbus,  for  his  acti- 
vity in  picking  them  up,  and  for  his  kindness  while 
on  board  his  steamer.  The  steamboat  Alton  passed 

*A  letter  to  the  editors  of  the  Baltimore  Ameri- 
can, from  the  clerk  of  the  Ben  Sherrod,  says  she 
left  New  Orleans  with  about  one  hundred  and  sixty 
passengers^  thirty  of  whom  were  picked  up,  and 
the  remainder  perished  in  the  flames  or  were  drown-, 
ed.  Among  the  latter  w:ere  two  ymung  men  of 
I Baltimore,  Carroll  Whelan  and  E.  J. 'Hubble. 
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downwards  not  long  after  the  accident  occurred, 
when  many  unfortunates  were  stiil  struggling  for 
life  in  the  'water.  The  survivors  are  not  quite  so 
eloquent  in  their  expressions  bf  gratitude  to  the 
commander  of  the  Alton  as  they  are  towards  capt. 
Jones. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  persons  sav- 
ed, furnished  by  capt.  Castleman.  It  is  hoped  there 
are  others  not  yet  discovered, 

Captain  C.  G.  Castleman  and  lady,  Geo.  Stiles, 
clerk,  Wm.  Bel 1,  1st  engineer,  Stephen  Hooks,  2d 
do.  Charles  Greenles,  pilot,  Samuel  Pig,  2d  mate, 
John  Hill,  carpenter.  . Lx  4 , T , 

Crew — Patrick  Rice,  Jacob  Lightstroof,  John 

Egman, Goddin,  Amos  Burby,  Bully  Johnson, 

]\L  O’Hara,  Charles  Simms,  Fred.  Cowen,  Willis 
CaWvvell,  John  Caldwell,  John  Johnson,  Jacob 
Rose,  Edward  Fleece,  B.  McDaniel,  Moses  Cald- 
well, Charles  Anderson,  Peter  Sutier,  Robert  Lou- 
isianeq,  Andrew  Moore,  Joseph  Cooper,  Josiah 
Fisher,  John  Cork. 

Cabin  passengers — James  Smith,  lady  and  son, 
Thomas  Cook,  Wm.  H.  Cloud,  William  Beattie, 
Amos  Brundell,  Thos.  Lariner,  Samuel  Ray,  Lister 
Sexton,  Mr.  Gamble  and  son.  Four  loft  at  Fort 
Adams,  names  not  known 
Deck  passengers — Samuel  Squinnes,  Asa  Gates, 
John  Horbins,  and  six  more  taken  up  by  steam- 
boat Statesman. 

From  the  Herald. 

One  gentleman,  Mr.  Cook,  floated  down  the  river 
some  miles  before  he  was  picked  up.  He  hailed 
the  wretched  and  despicable  character  who  had  put 
off  in  a yawl  from  the  shore,  and  begged  his  assist- 
ance. The  infamous  scoundrel,  who  was  intent 
only  on  picking  up  boxes,  Sec.  asked  with  the  ut- 
most sang  froid,  “how  much  will  you  give  me?” 
To  the  entreaties  of  others  for  help,  he  replied — 
“Oh,  you  are  very  well  off  there!  Keep  cool, 
and  you’ll  come  out  comfortable.”  Whether  the 
captain  of  the  Alton  deserves  the  censure  that  has 
been  heaped  upon  bim,  we  know  not,  nor  will  we 
pretend  to  say  positively,  uhtil  we  have  seen  his 
statement,  but  it  does  appear  to  us,  that  if  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Columbus  had  acted  in  a similar  manner 
to  that  of  the  Alton,  there  would  not  have  been  half 
a dozen  souls  left  to  tell  the  tale  of  the  calamity. 

Poor  Davis  the  pilot,  who  was  at  the  wheel  dur- 
ing the  fire,  was  conversing  with  a friend  of  ours 
just  before  he  left  this  city,  about  the  burning  of  the 
St.  Martinvillf,  and  the  burning  of  her  tiller  rope 
three  or  four  years  since:  “If  ever  I’m  in  a boat 
that  takes  fire,  (says  Davis)  if  I don’t  run  her 
ashore,  it  will  be  because  I shall  be  burnt  up  in 
her?”  Poor  fellow!  his  statement  has  been  verifipH- 
he  was  burnt  up  in  the  Ben  Sherrod. 

Out  of  nine  ladies  that  were  on  board,  only  two 
have  been  saved,  the  captain’s  wife  and  Mrs.  Smith 
of  Mobile,  their  husbands  threw  hen  coops  into  the 
river,  jumped  off  the  wheel  house,  the  ladies  fol- 
lowed their  example,  and  were  saved. 

One  scene  was  distressing  in  the  extreme:  a 
young  and  beautiful  lady,  whose  name  at  present  we 
cannot  learn,  on  hearing  the  cry  of  lire,  rushed  out 
of  the  ladies’  cabin,  in  her  loose  dress,  in  search  of 
her  husband,  at  the  same  time  holding  her  infant  to 
her  bosom;  in  endeavoring  to  go  forward,  her  dress_ 
caught  fire,  and  was  torn  from  her  back  to  save  her 
life;  after  witnessing  her  husband  fall  into  the 
flames  in  the  forward  part  of  the  boat,  unable  to 
reach  him,  she  leaped  with  her  child  into  the  water, 
seized  a plank  and  was  carried  by  the  current  with- 
in 80  yards  of  the  Columbus;  but  just  as  she  had 
seized  a rope  thrown  from  the  steamboat,  both 
mother  and  child  sunk  to  rise  no  more!  s 
Our  limits  preclude  the  possibility  of  enume- 
rating the  various  heart  rending  sights  that  this  ca- 
lamitious  affair  occasioned.  The  captain,  for  in- 
stance, saved  his  wife,  but  saw  his  two  children 
perish.  Mr.  Smith  saved  his  wife  and  one  child, 
and  saw  the  nurse  rush  madly  through  the  flames 
with  his  daughter,  and  both  perished.  Mr.  Gam- 
ble’s wife,  we  understand,  was  burnt  to  death;  he 
escaped  although  very  badly  burnt.  One  young 
man  who  had  reached  the  hurricane  deck  in 
safety,  heard  the  cries  of  his  sister,  rushed  back  to 
the  cabin,  clasped  her  in  his  arms,  and  both  were 
burnt  to  death.  One  of  the  clerks,  one  of  the  pi- 
lots, and  the  first  mate  were  burnt  up.  All  the 
chamber  maids  and  women  employed  on  the  boat 
perished.  Out  of  35  negroes  that  were  known  to 
have  been  on  board,  only  two  escaped  alive.  The 
Ben  Sherrod  had  the  largest  crew  of  any  boat  on 
the  river,  and  by  reference  to  the  above  list  of 
names,  it  will  be  seen  that  out  of  the  50  saved,  over 
30  belonged  to  the  boat;  and  out  of  the  60  or  70 
cabin  passengers,  there  are  but  about  10  or  12  left 
alive.  One  of  the  officers  of  the  boat  assured  us, 
that  in  addition  to  the  cabin  passengers,  there  were 
at  least  60  or  more  deck  passengers,  of  whom  scarce 
six  are  saved. 


Altogether  this  has  been  one  of  the  most  se- 
rious disasters  that  has  happened  in  the  annals  of 
Mississippi  steamboats;  there  being  at  least  one 
hundred  and  filly  families  deprived  by  it  of  some 
dear  and  beloved  member;  over  one  hundred  beings 
hurried  by  it  out  of  time  into  eternity,  with  scarce 
a moment’s  warning.  And  amongst  those  who  are 
saved,  many  are  said  to  be  severely  burnt,  some  so 
much  so  that  their  recovery  is  very  doubtful. 

We  understand  that  three  different  explosions 
took  place  on  board  the  boat  whilst  burning — first, 
barrels  of  whiskey,  brandy  &c.,  then  the  boilers 
blew  up  with  a fearful  explosion,  and  lastly,  thirty- 
nine  barrels  of  gunpowder  exploded,  which  strewed 
the  surface  of  the  river  with  fragments. 

A large  quantity  of  specie  was  in  the  boat  on 
its  way  to  the  Tennessee  banks,  which  was  lost; 
one  gentleman  placed  his  pocket  book  containing 
$38,000  under  his  pillow,  and,  though  he  fscapeu 
with  life,  he  lost  all  his  money.  A great  many 
more  persons  on  board  had  very  large  amounts  of 
money  with  them,  the  most,  or  all,  of  which,  in  the 
confusion,  was  lost. 

N.  B.  We  have  since  learned  that  the  four  left 
at  fort  Adams  are  Messrs.  James  P.  Wilkinson,  G. 
Stanfield,  Gamble  and  his  son.  Mr.  Francis  was 
burnt  to  death. 


MARYLAND  REFORM  CONVENTION. 

To  the  members  of  the  democratic  reform  convention. 

When  the  4th  Monday  of  May  was  fixed  for  the 
meeting  of  the  convention,  it  was  designed  to  give 
time  to  ascertain,  whether  a reform  of  our  constitu- 
tion could  be  had  by  the  action  of  the  legislature, 
or  whether  it  would  be  necessary  to  invoke  the  in- 
herent sovereignty  of  the  people  to  accomplish  that 
object.  Since  the  adjournment  of  the  convention 
was  made,  the  legislature,  coerced  by  the  state  of 
public  feeling  produced  and  manifested  by  the  pa- 
triotic course  pursued  by  the  nineteen  reform  elec- 
tors, have  passed  laws,  making  many  of  the  desired 
changes  in  the  constitution.  The  people  are  given 
the  power  of  electing  their  governor;  it  is  true  there 
is  a local  restriction  in  it  which  is  the  result  of  the 
petty  sectional  jealousy,  which  never  ought  to  be 
seen  in  the  forming  of  a constitution  of  a state;  still 
the  change  is  greatly  preferable  to  the  present  aris- 
tocratic mode  of  appointing  that  officer.  The  elec- 
tion of  the  senate  is  given  to  the  people,  and  some 
modification  in  the  house  of  delegates  is  made, 
which  approaches  something  nearer  republican  prin- 
ciples than  the  old  system. 

In  relation  to  the  judiciary  nothing  has  been  done, 
although  perhaps pio  feature  in  our  government  is 
more  detective.  No  state  in  the  union  lias  so  cum- 
brous, expensive  and  ill-arranged  a judiciary. — 
Besides  the  tenure  for  life,  which  ongnt  not  to  be 
tolerated,  we  have  in  proportion  to  our  population 
and  extent  of  territory  an  extraordinary  redundancy 
of  judges;  to  show  the  overburdened  and  expensive 
character  of  our  judiciary,  as  compared  with  that  of 
other  states,  I have  annexed  a table  made  up  from 
the  most  authentic  sources,  showing  the  square 
miles  of  territory,  the  population,  number  of  judges 
and  aggregate  amount  of  salaries  paid  in  the  prin- 
ciple states  of  the  union.  A glance  at  this  table 
will  show,  that  for  expense  and  number  in  our  judi- 
ciary, we  are  pre-eminent,  without  so  far  as  we  can 
learn,  any  equivalent  in  the  superior  learning  and 
accuracy  of  our  courts. 

The  election  of  the  clerks  and  registers  by  the 
people  for  a limited  term,  is  a reform  extensively 
desired  in  order  to  produce  a salutary  responsibility 
in  thes«  functionaries,  and  to  prevent  these  offices 
from  being  distributed  by  the  aristocracy  to  their 
favorites  without  reference  to  the  wishes  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  last  legislature  has  refused  to  grant  this 
reform,  nor,  is  there  any  reasonable  ground  for  hope, 
that  the  present  senate  will  concede  to  the  people 
their  just  authority  in  the  appointment  of  registers 
and  clerks.  These  offices  seem  to  attract  the  espe- 
cial guardianship  of  the  aristocracy. 

The  short  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  legis- 
lature closed  its  session  and  the  laws  not  having 
been  distributed,  full  opportunity  has  not  been  had 
to  consider  of  the  effect  of  the  reforms  passed  by  the 
legislature;  and  in  order  that  full  time  and  means 
for  determining  what  has  been  done  in  the  way  of 
legislation,  I have  deemed  it  expedient;  to  further 
adjourn  the  meeting  of  the  convention  till  the 
FOURTH  MONDAY  OF  JULY  next,  when,  it 
is  hoped,  all  the  members  will  attend  at  Baltimore; 
and  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  those  counties 
and  districts,  which  have  not  selected  members  to 
do  so,  in  time  to  be  represented  in  the  convention. 

The  importance  of  energetic  action  on  the  part  of 
the  reformers  must  be  apparent.  The  reforms  pass- 
ed by  the  legislature  are  inoperative  till  confirmed 
by  the  next  session;  and  when  we  reflect  that  these 
reforms  have  been  reluctantly  extorted  by  the  pub- 


lic excitement  on  that  subject,  it  is  obvious  that 
supineness  on  our  part  would  enable  those  hostile 
to  change,  to  defeat  the  confirmation  of  what  has 
been  done. 

The  convention,  at  its  meeting,  will  determine 
whether  it  is  expedient  to  await  the  movements  of 
the  legislature  or  whether  the  inherent  powers  of 
the  people  shall  be  resorted  to,  for  the  purpose  of 
moddeling  their  institutions;  if  the  former  course 
should  be  adopted,  zealous  and  energetic  measures 
should  be  recommended  to  secure  the  election  of  a 
house  of  delegates  favorable  to  reform. 

CHARLES  S.  SEWELL. 

President  of  Vie  reform  convention. 


STATES. 

Square 

miles. 

I 

1 

■ 

Population,  ! 

Number  of' 
judges. 

Amount  of 
salaries  paid 
annually.  I 

Maryland  . . 

10,950 

446,913 

19 

$36,000 

New  York  . . 

47,003 

3,918,608 

15 

25,000 

Massachusetts  . 

8,500 

610,408 

4 

21,200 

Maitie  .... 

31,750 

399,455 

6 

8,000 

New  Hampshire 

8,500 

269,328 

« 

7,000 

Ohio  .... 

40,000 

937,903 

13 

13,800 

Georgia  . . . 

58,000 

516,567 

8 

16,800 

North  Carolina  . 

43,000 

738,470 

9 

18,000 

SANTA  ANA, 

Correspondence  of  the  N.  Y.  Cornier  Sf  Enquirer. 

New  Orleans,  May  2,  1837. 

TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  MANIFESTO  OF  GENERAL 
SANTA  ANA. 

On  the  22d  of  April  I was  made  a prisoner  by 
the  Texian  volunteers,  but  they  did  not  know  who 
I was.  Having  been  brought  before  Houston,  I 
was  soon  recognized  by  my  fellow  prisoners,  who 
exclaimed  “Santa  Ana!  Santa  Ana!”  I must  con- 
fess that  every  attention  was  paid  to  me  by  Hous- 
ton and  his  officers.  A salute  of  artillery  was  pro- 
posed by  some  of  the  latter,  to  celebrate  my  cap- 
ture, which  Houston  resolutely  disapproved  of.  A 
conversation  ensued,  in  which  a son  of  Don  Lo- 
renzo Zavala  acted  as  interpreter.  They  proposed 
that  I should  immediately  transmit  orders  to  the 
commander  of  the  Mexican  troops,  situated  nearest 
the  camp  to  surrender  their  arms;  this  I resolutely 
declined  to  do.  After  representing  to  me  tjie  re- 
sources they  had  to  maintain  the  independence-  of 
Texas,  and  the  difficulty  which  the  Mexicans 
would  have  to  preserve  that  vast  extent  of  country, 
an  inclination  was  shown  on  their  part  to  enter  into 

an  nrrAngAmAaf,  Gy  of  whiok  my  M/o,  »<2 

well  as  those  of  the  prisoners  of  war,  might  be  pre- 
served in  that  moment  of  excitement.  In  their 
opinion  there  was  no  alternative  left  hut  to  avoid 
another  collision  between  my  troops  and  those  of 
the  Texians.  \In  the  critical  position  I was  then 
placed,  this  proposition  was  to  me  what  the  rays  of 
lightning  would  be  to  a poor  traveller,  who,  having 
lost  his  way  in  a dark  and  stormy  night,  tries  to 
avail  himself  of  the  rapid  flashes  of  light,  in  order 
to  trace  an  unknown  path.  I was  fearful  that  my 
misfortune  would  discourage  the  whole  army,  and, 
therefore,  I availed  myself  of  the  favorable  disposi- 
tion of  Houston  to  avert  great  disasters.  This  was 
my  only  motive  in  giving  the  first  orders  to  general 
Filisola,  who  on  the  30th  of  April  answered  my  de- 
spatches, sending  general  Woll  to  the  Texian  head 
quarters  with  a flag  of  truce.  In  fact,  this  brave 
officer  should  have  addressed  himself  to  Houston, 
in  order  to  obtain  those  formal  guaranties  which 
the  unconditional  adhesion  to  my  orders  could  not 
procure.  Filisola  should  have  claimed  us,  or  taken 
some  step  in  our  behalf,  in  which  he  would  proba- 
bly have  succeeded;  especially  if  the  critical  posi- 
tion in  which  our  enemies  were  placed,  their 
proximity  to  and  the  numerical  superiority  of  Fili- 
sola’s  forces  are  considered.  Our  lives  might  then 
have  been  guarantied,  our  sufferings  lessened,  as 
likewise  those  of  the  prisoners  of  war,  who  were 
otherwise  abandoned  to  their  late.  All  this  was 
the  easier  to  be  obtained,  as  major  general  Whar- 
ton proposed  on  the  23d  to  Houston  to  send  him  to 
Filisola’s  camp  in  order  to  settle  the  basis  of  an  ar- 
mistice, which  could  not  be  effected  because,  al- 
though Houston  consented  to  it,  some  of  the  more 
violent  officers  opposed  the  measure.  This  suffi- 
ciently proves  the  situation  of  the  enemy  at  that 
time,  and  their  precaution.  My  sorrow  was  indeed 
great,  when,  on  the  arrival  of  general  Woll,  I 
learnt  that  at  the  first  news  of  my  misfortune  (a 
very  common  occurrence  in  war), 'the  whole  army 
was  thrown  into  confusion;  and  that,  instead  of  at- 
tacking the  enemy,  a retreat  to  Matamoias  had  ca- 
tually  began.  ****** 

However,  as  the  above  mentioned  communica- 
tions from  Filisola  showed  some  dignity,  and  gene- 
ral Urrea  having  informed  me  of  the  good  feeling 
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among  his  soldiers,  Houston  could  not  divine  the 
true  intensions  of  general  Filisola,  and  actually 
feared  his  respectable  forces,  as  they  might  have 
reduced  to  nothing  those  of  the  Texians;  Houston, 
therefore,  renewed  his  flattering  promises.  It  was 
then  that  I complied  with  his  wishes,  by  signing 
the  orders  lor  a suspension  of  hostilities,  thus  saving 
the  honor  of  the  Mexican  army,  and  securing  the 
lives  of  more  than  500  Mexicans,  who  might 
otherwise  have  been  placed  in  great  jeopardy. 

The  attentions  shown  me  by  general  Houston  in 
those  moments  of  distress,  and  the  apparent  sin- 
cerity manifested  in  his  conversation,  so  far  influ- 
enced my  mind  to  trust  to  his  promises.  In  the 
mean  time,  he  who  was  called  president  of  Texas, 
his  ministers,  and  Don  Lorenzo  Zavala  soi-dislant 
vice  president,  called  on  me,  and  expressed  the  same 
friendly  and  conciliatory  feelings,  and  it  was  agreed 
that  I should  be  conveyed  in  a steamboat  to  Ve- 
lasco, in  order  to  settle  the  armistice  or  convention 
contemplated  by  Houston. 

In  the  meantime  Houston  was  preparing  to  leave 
for  New  Orleans,  there  to  seek  relief  for  a wound 
received  at  San  Jacinto;  and  when  we  parted  he 
told  me  that  the  cabinet  of  Texas  would  settle  mat- 
ters according  to  his  own  wishes  and  instructions. 
The  minister  of  war  (Rusk)  took  then  the  com- 
mand of  the  army,  about  800  men,  and  3 field 
pieces,  which  were  the  only  forces  at  the  time  in 
the  whole  republic  of  Texas.  Previously  to  his 
departure  he  visited  me  again,  repeated  his  prede- 
cessor’s offers  and  promises,  and  left  me  with  a 
copy  of  various  clauses  of  the  contemplated  agree- 
ment or  convention — all  of  which  took  place  before 
I embarked  for  Velasco.  Here  many  serious  dis- 
cussions took  place  on  said  clauses,  and  at  last,  on 
the  14th,  I succeeded  in  reducing  the  high  preten- 
sions of  that  people  to  the  conditions  of  the  conven- 
tion I signed  on  that  day;  and  either  from  political 
motives,  or  rather  to  conceal  from  the  populace 
and  soldiery  “that  my  liberty ‘was  agreed  upon 
without  farther  loss  of  time,”  said  convention  was 
divided  into  public  and  private.  In  the  public  con- 
vention it  was  stated  that  my  liberty  should  be 
granted  when  the  cabinet  should  think  it  convenient. 
*******  Now,  by  clearly  analyzing 
both  conventions,  it  will  be  found  that  both  had  for 
their  object  a suspension  of  hostilities  in  favor  of 
our  army,  the  delivery  of  the  prisoners  as  well  as 
my  own  liberty,  which  I believed  (though  perhaps 
erroneously),  might  prove  beneficial  to  the  former, 
as  likewise  to  the  nation  and  its  cause.  It  was  to 
attain  this  primary  object  that  I tampered  with  and 
cajoled  the  eneinv.  ***** 
Santa  Ana  then  alludes  to  the  conclusion  of  the 
convention,  to  his  embarkation  for  Vera  Cruz,  Ins 
subsequent  arrest  and  disembarkation,  on  the  4th 
of  June,  in  consequence  of  the  unexpected  arrival 
of.  general  Green,  from  New  Orleans,  with  a party 
of  130  infuriated  volunteers;  and  he  thus  proceeds: 
“Tile  ferment  which  this  circumstance  created 
cannot  be  easily  described;  suffice  it  to  state,  that 
every  volunteer  thought  himself  at  liberty  to  take 
away  my  lire:  that,  on  the  29th  of  June,  a pistol 
was  fired  through  a window  near  nay  bed,  with  the 
ostensible  intention  of  killing  me,  colonel  Almonte, 
or  colonel  Nunez;  and  finally,  that  on  the  3 !)th  of 
June,  instructions  were  given  that  the  three  should 
be  taken  from  Columbia  to  Goliad,  to  be  shot  on 
ihe  same  spot  where  Fanning  and  his  prisoners  had 
been  killed;  and  that,  thanks  to  colonel  E.  Austin, 
who  allayed  the  popular  fury  by  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  those  who  were  most  excited,  to  a letter  to 
Tie  addressed  to  general  Jackson  respecting  my  pa- 
cific intentions  towards  the  Texians,  the  above  in- 
structions were  repealed,  and  the  storm  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a calm,  which  at  least  permitted  general 
Houston  to  carry  into  effect  his  primitive  plan  in 
my  behalf.  In  order  that  the  zealous  (exultados) 
Texians  should  not,  by  mistrust,  renew  the  scene 
of  the  4th  of  June,  Houston  determined  that  I 
-should  go  to  Washington,  accompanied  by  three  of 
his  officers;  and  although  a journey  by  land  to  that 
city  during  the  severity  of  winter  was  not  a very 
-pleasant  task,  I was  obliged  to  submit,  for  there 
-was  no  other  alternative  left  to  extricate  myself  from 
may  dangerous  situation. 

“General- Jackson’s  answer  is  founded  on  a mis- 
interpretation of  my  letter  to  him,  and  by  compar- 
ing the  former  with  the  latter,  it  will  be  found  so. 
J8y  only  intimation  was  that  ‘•he  woifld  mediate 
-with  the  Texians,’  in  order  that  they  would  fulfil 
-their  engagement  with  regard  to  my  liberty,  in  the 
-same  manner  I had  partly  fulfilled  mine,  and'  felt 
deposed  to  comply  with  the  remainder  when  re- 
msired.  But  his  negative  answer  entirely  settled 
tths-t  point;  and  my  liberation  from  confinement  was 
mere  the  effect  of  a spontaneous  decision  and  ge-rie 
iroiity  of  general  Houston,  than  the  result  of  gene- 
ral Jackson’s  recommendation.  Houston  did  not 
.esplain  to  me  whether  he  was  induced  to  act  in  the 


manner  he  did  in  consequence  of  any  information 
he  might  have  had  that  my  return  to  Mexico  would 
cause  a revolution  in  the  country,  by  which  Texas 
might  be  benefited.  He  spoke  to  me  about  ‘gene- 
rosity,’ and  nothing  else,  and  I feel  grateful  to  him. 

“There  existed  three  powerful  motives  for  my 
going  to  Washington,  two  of  which  were  indispen- 
sably necessary,  and  the  third  was  required  lor  the 
good  of  the  country.  Far  from  alarming  the  Tex- 
ians with  my  liberation,  it  was,  on  the  contrary, 
necessary  to  persuade  them  of  my  adhesion  to  their 
plans  and  policy.  Nor  would  it  have  been  prudent 
to  go  to  New'  Orleans— there  being  no  possibility  of 
going  direct  from  Texas  to  Vera  Cruz,  for  want  of 
communication,  because  New  Orleans  has  been  tire 
focus  of  the  revolution  of  the  Texian  settlers,  and 
I should  have  run  great  risk  of  being  ill  used  by 
the  people  there.  Finally,  good  policy  demanded 
that  I should  approach  the  cabinet  at  Washington, 
in  order  to  sound  their  opinions  in  regard  to  us,  as 
well  as  Texas.” 


MEXICO. 

The  two  following  highly  important  documents 
will  be  read  with  great  interest  by  our  readers: 
Address  pronounced  by  his  excellency  the  presi- 
dent of  the  republic  of  Mexico  before  congress, 
upon  his  taking  the  oath  of  office. 

I am  about,  gentlemen,  to  give  expression  to  the 
most  solemn  and  important  wishes  that  my  mouth 
can  utter — wishes  that  shall  be  accomplished  as  far 
as  honor  and  conscience  shall  permit. 

The  task  before  me  is  extremely  arduous  and 
difficult,  but  I shall  have  the  confidence  of  not 
avoiding  it  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  obstacles. 
But  what  are  these  obstacles?  This  is  not  an  op. 
portune  time  for  me  to  enumerate  them;  and  I 
shall  reserve  their  recital  until  I shall  address  the 
nation,  in  a brief  manner,  which  I shortly  propose 
to  do. 

In  the  meanwhile,  oh  dignified  representatives, 

I should  assure  you,  that  I shall  confront  all  kinds 
of  peril  and  labor,  which  the  country  requires  from 
me!  I shall  be  actuated  by  a constant  and  unre- 
served zeal,  by  a pure  and  righteous  intention,  and 
trusting  these  qualities  may  not  fail  me,  to  accom- 
plish the  immense  obligations  imposed  upon  the 
chief  magistrate. 

I'rely  upon  the  efficacious-  co-operation  of  con- 
gress, and  the  authorities  of  all  ranks  throughout 
the  state.  I place  myself  under  the  light  of  intel- 
ligence and  good  disposition  of  the  good  peopie  of 
Mexico.  I count  upon  the  patriotism  of  the  brave 
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tions,  and  invoke  the  divine  protection  of  the  Su- 
preme Arbiter  of  nations.  Under  such  auspices 
can  I doubt  of  success?  I have  said  it! 

The  president  of  the  republic  of  Mexico  to  his  fellow 
citizens. 

Penetrated  by  sincere  gratitude  for  the  unlimited 
favors  by  which  I have  been  honored  by  the  nation, 
and  allied  to  their  will  by  the  tender  tie  of  a citi- 
zen of  Mexico,  my  honor  is  besides  engaged  to 
make  all  sacrifices  that  the  country  may  require 
from  me.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  refuse  the 
charge  which  has  this  day  been  conferred,  how  far 
I may  consider  my  merits  as  disproportkmed  to  the 
duties,  and  my  feeble  comprehension  beneath  the 
s-tatio-n.  Far  from  aspiring  to  such  a post,  I based 
all  my  glory  upon  the  hope  of  avenging  by  the 
sword  the  outrages  that  have  been  committed 
against  the  nation,  by  combatting  the  enemies  of 
the  integrity  of  our  territory.  Animated  by  this 
dominant  idea,  I determined  to  quit  the  quiet  re- 
treat which  I enjoyed  in  Europe,  long  before  my 
recall.  I would  have  presented  myself  on  the 
fields  of' Texas  to  demand  a proper  satisfaction,  or 
have  succumbed  in  Ihe  attempt  to  the  implicable 
fiat  of  destiny,  before  regarding  with  indifference 
the  humiliation  of  Mexico.  This,  fellow  citizens, 
was  the  single  object  of  my  return,  and  the  principal 
motive  for  my  voyage. 

The  penury  of  the  treasury  which  has  delayed 
from  day  to  day  the  proper  expedition  arrested  my 
efforts,  and  impeded  the  accomplishment  of  my 
most  ardent  wishes.  Under  this  conjuncture  came 
the  election  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  republic; 
and  if  the  election  fell  upon  me,  it  would  have  been 
unpardonable  had  I withdrawn  myself  from  the 
will  of  the  nation,  instead  of  considering  that  will, 
as  it  merited,  with  the  most  profound  veneration. 
The  constitution  forbid  me  from  refusing  the  office, 
while  bit  social  position  commanded  me  to  accept 
it.  In  circumstances  less  imperious,  in  times  more 
favorable,  I should  not  have  hesitated  to  divest  my- 
self of  this  responsibility, but  at  the  present  mo- 
ment it  was  not  fitting  that  I should  establish  such 
an  example. 

You  will  see  me  bearing  up  against  all  kinds  of 
difficulties  and  perils,  but  I solicit  you  to  take  into 


consideration  the  small  share  of  merit  I possess, 
and  the  many  obstacles  by  which  I am  surrounded 
in  the  melancholy  situation  in  which  the  nation  is 
placed.  Divested  of  all  moral  resources,  and  with- 
out the  means  of  reorganizing  or  creating,  1 consi- 
der the  country  as  prostrate,  impoverished,  without 
any  other  hope  to  restore  her  but  the  natural  cha- 
racter of  all  her  children.  Without  the  virtues,  or 
the  royal  character  of  Womba,  I should  prefer  to 
fall  in  tbe  field,  or  by  the  sword,  to  quell  so  tempes- 
tuous a sea,  or  stop  the  raging  of  the  winds  whose 
blasts  are  so  full  of  peril  and  danger.  But  how  can, 

I give  myself  up  to  mad  despair  when  I am  sur- 
rounded by  such  powerful  auxiliaries?  Would  it 
not  be  insulting  to  the  feelings  of  Mexicans  to 
doubt  of  their  full,  their  entire  co-operation? — 
Would  it  not  be  equally  cifvpable  to  question  suc- 
cess in  our  present  difficulties  with  such  powerful 
succor?-  And  when  Providence  which  guards  the 
safety  of  nations,  has  committed  to  my  zeal  the 
safety  of  my  country,  when  the  Power  above  knows 
all  the  purity  of  my  intentions,  will  it  abandon  me 
in  the  discharge  of  the  mission  to  which  it  has 
called  me?  I answer  no!  it  will  not: 

But  to  repose  without  fear  upon  the  glorious  soil 
where  my  destiny  is  fixed,  to  determine  without  in- 
quietude the  future  fate  of  the  country,  and  to  as- 
sure myself  of  the  support  and  good  wishes  of  my 
fellow  citizens,  it  is  indispensable  I should  here 
trace  the  rules  of  my  conduct  and  the  line  of  my 
operations.  Persuaded  that  rewards  and  punish- 
ments, are  the  two  poles  upon  which  all  civil  go- 
vernments roll,  and  that  in  their  operation  they  dis- 
pense their  effects  to  the  good  and  the  bad,  I am 
convinced  that  opinions  do  not  constitute  an  offence. 
Kept  within  their  proper  spheres,  they  shall  not 
impede  in  any  wise  the  march  of  my  administra- 
tion; and  they  shall  not  serve  as  the  motives  for 
punishments  or  rewards.  Imbued  with  the  lessons 
of  our  history,  which  cedes  not  to  that  of  tbe  rest  ot 
the  world,  I shall  be  the  first  to  regulate  my  con- 
duct by  the  enlightened  spirit  of  the  age,  in  modi- 
fying it  according  as  the  case  may  require,  to  our 
morals,  our  information,  and  our  wants.  Finally, 
without  ever  forgetting  that  I owe  my  career  en- 
tirely to  the  people,  from  whom  flow'  all  power,  and 
whose  welfare  is  the  object  of  all  public  stations,  I 
shall  riot  shrink  from  the  most  arduous  service,  and 
I shall  fulfil  entirely  my  duties.  No  partiality  to 
persons,  nor  sympathies,  nor  antipathies,  nor  any 
thing  which  can  in  the  slightest  manner  interfere1 
with  the  most  impartial  justice,  shall  enter  into  the- 
acts  of  my  administration.  This  I promise  you, 
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tude  exhibited  by  the  national  representatives,  is- an 
earnest  that  they  will  not  shrink  from  any  work, 
tbe  difficulties  of  which  they  arc  able  to  surmount. 
Trusting,  fellow  citizens,  that  you  will  accord  to 
me  the  indulgence  necessary  to  human  imperfec- 
tions, that  you  will  be  charitable  in  interpreting  my 
intentions;  and  that  you  will  always  retain  the  dis- 
cernment between  evil  of  the  slightest  nature,  I 
ask  you  for  your  confidence  in  jay  declarations,, 
which,  if  I am  not  mistaken,  I have-  never  forfeited, 
and  for  that  submission  and  respect  which  is  due  to 
the  authorities.  In.  following  this  course,  the  coun- 
try will  retrieve  the  evils  which  press  upon  her, 
which  is  the  sincere  wish  of  your  fellow  citizeru 
and  friend,  ANASTASIO  BUSTAMENTE. 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  BRIG  GEN.  URREA. 

From  the-  New  Orleans  Bee  of  May  13. 

The  following  account  of  the  capture  of  the  Gen. 
Urrea:  by  the  United  States  sloop  of  war  Natchez, 
commander  Mervine,  has  been  communicated  to  us 
by  a Mexican  officer,  an  eye  witness  to  the  whole 
affair,  who  has  just  arrived  from  Pensacola  with 
despatches  to  the  Mexican  consul  in  this  city. 

The  Mexican  squadron,  composed  of  the  brigs 
Libertadbr,  Vencedor,  General  Urrea,  met  and  com- 
municated, on  the  1st  of  April,  in  lat.  29  81,  and 
long.  8S  13  6,  in  the  meridian  of  Cadiz,  with  the 
schooner  Champion  from  New  Orleans,  bound  for 
Matagorda,  loaded  with  arms,  provisions  and  other- 
merchandise.  The  commanders  of  all  of  said  ves- 
sels, being  called  on  board  of  the  Libertador,  held 
a council,  which  lasted  from  8 o’clock  in  the  even- 
ing until  midnight;  the  treaty  with  the  two  nations, 
was  examined,  and,  after  deliberation,  it  was  resolv- 
ed that  the  schooner  be  sent  to  Metamoras;  that  she- 
be  delivered  uptothe  captain,  and  that  the  cargo  be 
detained  until  the  government  decide  whether  con- 
fiscated or  not.  Of  the  twelve  passengers,  six  were 
put  on  board  of  the  General  Urrea,  and  the  balanc  e 
remained  in  the  schooner  with  the  captain  and  his 
ere w.  On  the  2d,  at  8 o’clock  in  the  morning,  six 
soldiers  and  eight  seamen  were  sent  from  the  Li- 
bertador with  rations,  and  express  orders  were 
given  by  the  commander  of  the  squadron  lo  the 
officer  commanding  the  prize  not  to  touch  any 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— MAY  27,  1837— SPEECH  OF  MR.  WEBSTER. 


205 


thing  belonging  to  the  schooner,  so  as  to  avoid  any 
claims  that  might  hereafter  be  made;  an  order  which 
was  faithfully  obeyed.  At  11)  d’clock,  capt.  Davis 
had  the  hatchways  sealed,  and  at  6 o’clock.  P.  M. 
the  schooner  got  under  way,  escorted  by  the  Urrca. 
On  the  5th,  she  anchored  off  the  bar  at  the  Bras- 
ses de  St.  Jago,  being  unable  to  get  over  it,  and 
remained  there  until  the  7th,  When  she  crossed  it. 
On  the  same  day,  the  Louisiana  came  to  the  same 
anchorage,  bound  for  Matagorda,  Texas,  from  New 
Orleans,  having  been  taken  by  the  squadron,  and 
under  the  conveyance  of  an  officer.  She  was  also 
unable  to  cross  the  bar  by  reason  of  the  violence  of 
the  waves. 

On  the  Sth,  the  corvette  Natchez  appeared.  The 
Urrea  hoisted  her  flag,  and  ordered  the  Champion 
to  hoist  hers,  (the  American).  The  corvette  ap- 
oroached  towards  the  anchorage,  and  sent  a boat  to 
Uie  Urrea  with  some  letters  from  the  commandant 
of  marine  at  Vera  Cruz  to  the  address  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  squadron.  As  soon  as  the  boat  re- 
turned, she  was  s*mt  back  to  the  Louisiana;  and  im- 
mediately after  the  Natchez  anchored  near  the  can 
nons  of  the  Urrea,  with  port  holes  open  and  lighted 
matches,  prepared  to  lire.  Shortly  after  this  an 
order  was  sent  for  the  captain  of  the  Louisiana, 
and  the  withdrawal  of  the  seamen  and  soldiers  on 
board  of  that  vessel.  Stating  that  men  would  be  sent 
from  (he  Natchez. 

The  commander  of  the  Urrea  thereupon  sent  an 
officer  on  board  of  the  corvette  representing  that  he 
was  not  the  capturer  of  the  schooner,  and  could  not 
depart  from  the  orders  he  had  received  from  the 
commander  of  the  squadron,  and  that  he  was  re- 
sponsible for  all  the  hostile  acts  that  he  might  com- 
mit against  that  vessel.  The  commander  of  the 
corvette  answered  by  requesting  that  the  clear, 
ance  of  the  vessel  might  be  shown  him;  and  was 
told  that  on  the  day  of  her  arrival  it  was  sent  to 
general  Bravo;  but  that  he  could  either  directly,  or 
through  the  medium  of  his  consul,  obtain  what  he 
asked  for.  During  this  interval,  the  same  boat,  be- 
longing to  the  corvette  transported  the  Mexican 
soldiers  and  seamen  on  board  the  Urrea,  placing  in 
their  stead  seamen  belonging  to  the  Natchez. 

On  the  9th.  at  4 o’clock  in  the  evening,  the  cor- 
vette got  under  way  with  the  Louisiana  in  tow,  di- 
recting her  course  N.  E. — On  the  10th,  at  11  o’clock 
in  the  morning  she  moored  herself  within  halfa  gun 
shot  of  the  Urrea,  and  immediately  afterwards  sent 
a boat  ashore,  which  stopped  on  its  way  and  landed 
an  officer  on  board  of  the  Urrea,  charged  with  for- 
bidding the  commander  of  that  vessel  to  make  sail, 
under  the  penalty  of  being  fired  into.  The  com- 
mander nf  the  TTrrea.  astonished  at  md,  „ 
ing  on  the  part  of  a friendly  nation,  did  not  know 
what  to  think,  but  informed  the  captain  of  the  port 
of  Brassos  St.  Jago  of  the  circumstance  in  writing. 
At  5 o’clock  in  the  evening,  the'boat  returned  with 
the  secretary  of  the  American  consul,  and  an  escort. 
These  gentlemen  were  compelled  to  remain  on  the 
corvette  4 days,  by  reason  of  the  bad  weather.  On 
the  15th,  they  went  on  shore,  and  on  the  same  day 
the  commander  of  the  corvette  passed  a communi- 
cation to  the  captain  of  the  port,  and  informed  him 
that,  although  the  schooners  Champion  and  Lou- 
isiana had  been  illegally  captured,  they  had  been 
piratically  captured;  and  that,  if  free  communica- 
tion were  not  allowed  him  on  board  of  the  Champion 
lying  inside  of  the  Brassos  St.  Jago,  he  would  make 
the  brig  General  Urrea  responsible,  which  was  im- 
mediately under  fire  of  his  gun3.  The  same  boat 
which  carried  this  message  stopped  on  her  way  to 
the  shore,  and  signified  to  the  commander  of  the 
Urrea  that  he  must  not  hoist  sail,  and  that  if  he  did 
he  should  be  fired  upon.  The  captain  of  the  port 
replied  that  be  had  orders  from  general  J3ravo  not 
to  permit  any  communication  with  the  Champion, 
but  that  the  commander  of  the  Natchez  could  very 
easily,  having  a consul  at  Metamoras  representing 
his  nation,  obtain  what  he  asked  for;  and  that  as  for 
the  intention  of  makingtbe  General  Urrea  responsi- 
ble, he  should  be  aware  of  the  responsibilities  he 
incurred  by  insulting  the  flag  of  a vessel  of  war  be- 
longing to  a friendly  power.  That  besides  this, 
there  were  three  vessels  ready'  to  sail  for  New  Or- 
leans, and  that  the  delay  occasioned  to  them  by  his 
caprice  would  cause  great  prejudice  to  the  interests 
of  the  merchants  trailing  between  that  place  and 
Metamoras.  On  the  16th  the  Urrea  put  up  her 
sails  to  dry,  and  at  half  past  eight  o’clock  the 
Natchez  sent  a boat  to  inform  her  that  if  she  at- 
tempted to  go  to  sea  she  would  be  sunk;  the  Urrea 
informed  the  captain  of  the  port  of  this  message, 
and  at  two  o’clock,  P.  M.  the  same  officer,  who  had 
been  on  board  in  the  morning,  signified  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  Urrea  to  lower  his  flag  or  he  would 
be  fired  upon.  The  commander  of  the  Urrea  re- 
plied, tost  until  he  was  fired  upon  he  would  not 
pull  down  his  flag.  The  answer  was  no  sooner 
conveyed  back  to  the  commander  of  th 


than  a bullat  fire  was  opened  upon  the  Urrea;  The 
Urrea,  with  four  pieces  of  3 and  a pouuder  of  12, 
being  unable  to  contend  against  12  24  pieces,  an;!  a 
heavy  firing  from  the  decks  with  grape  shot,  lower- 
ed her  flag.  It  was  only  when  the  American  flag 
was  seen  floating  over  the  Urrea  that  the  fort  and 
the  schooner  Bravo  opened  a fire;  but  the  distance 
was  so  great  that  none  of  the  bullets  struck  the  cor- 
vette. The  commander  of  the  corvette  wishing  to 
land  (he  cre  w of  the  Urrea,  it  was  thought  ashore 
that  he  intended  to  make  an  attack  on  the  coast;  and 
the  fire  from  the  fort  was  directed  towards  the  four 
boats  transporting  them,  when  a ball  struck  an 
American  schooner  which  was  moored  immediately 
in  the  direction  of  the  embarkations.  The  crew  of 
the  Urrea  returned  on  board  of  her,  and  the  Natchez 
made  sail. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  WEBSTER, 

AT  WHEELING,  (VA.) 

Mr.  Chairman  and  fellow  citizens:  I cannot  b 
indifferent  to  the  manifestations  of  regard  with 
which  I have  been  greeted  by  you, .nor  can  I suffer 
any  show  of  delicacy  to  prevent  me  from  express- 
ing my  thanks  for  your  kindness. 

1 travel,  gentlemen,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the 
country,  and  of  seeing  what  constitutes  the  im- 
portant part  of  every  country' — the  people.  I find 
every  where  much  to  excite,  and  much  to  gratify 
admiration;  and  the  pleasure  I experience  is  only' 
diminished  by  remembering  the  unparalleled  state 
ofdistress  which  I have  left  behind  me,  and  the  ap- 
prehensions, rather  than  (he  feeling,  of  severe  evils, 
which  I find  to  c-xist  wherever  I go. 

I cannot  enable  those  who  have  not  witnessed  it, 
to  comprehend  the  full  extent  o_f  the  suffering 
ia  the  eastern  cities.  It  was  painful,  indeed,  to 
behold  it.  So  many  bankruptcies  among  great  and 
small  dealers,  so  much  property  sacrificed,  so  many 
industrious  men  altogether  broken  up  in  their  bu- 
siness, so  many  families  reduced  from  competence 
to  want.  So  many  hopes  crushed,  so  many  happy 
prospects  forever  clouded,  and  such  fearful  looking 
for  still  greater  calamities,  all  form  such  a mass  of 
evil  as  I had  never  expected  to  see,  except  as  the 
result  of  war,  a pestilence  or  soin,e  other  external 
calamity. 

1 have  no  wish,  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
nor  should  I have,  indeed,  if  the  state  of  things 
were  different,  to  obtrude  Ibe  expression  of  my  po- 
litical sentiments  on  such  of  my  fellow  citizens  as  I 
may'  happen  to  meet;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  have 
I any  motive  for  concealing  them,  or  suppressing 
their  expression,  whenever  others  desire  that  I 
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topics  that  now  engage  public  attention,  I hope  I 
may  flatter  myself  that  my  opinions  are  already 
known. 

Recent  evils  have  not  all  suprised  me,  except 
that  they  have  come  sooner  and  faster  than  I had 
anticipated.  But,  though  not  surprised,  I am  af- 
flicted; I feel  any  thing  but  pleasure  in  this  early 
fulfilment  of  my  own  predictions.  Much  injury  is 
done  which  the  wisest  future  counsels  can  never 
repair,  and  much  more  that  can  never  be  remedied 
but  by  such  counsels  and  by  the  lapse  of  time. — 
From  1332  to  the  present  moment  I have  foreseen 
this  result.  I may  safely  say  I have  foreseen  it, 
because  I have  presented  and  proclaimed  its  ap- 
proach in  every  important  discussion  and  debate 
in  the  public  body  of  which  I am  a member. — 
In  1S32  I happened  to  meet  with  a citizen  of 
Wheeling,  now  present,  who  has  tins  day  remind- 
ed me  of  what  I then  anticipated,  as  the  result  of  the 
measures  which  the  administration  appeared  to  be 
forming  in  regard  to  the  currency.  In  the  summer 
of  the  next  year,  (1S33),  I was  here,  and  suggested 
to  friends  what  I knew  to  be  resolved  upon  by  the 
executive,  viz:  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  which 
was  announced  two  months  afterwards.  That  was 
the  avowed  and  declared  commencement  of  the 
“experiment.”  You  know,  gentlemen,  the  obloquy 
then  and  since  cast  upon  those  of  us  who  opposed 
this  “experiment.”  You  know  that  we  have  been 
called  bank  agents,  bank  advocates,  bank  hirelings. 
You  know  that  it  has  been  a thousand  times  said 
that  the  experiment  worked  admirably,  that  nothing 
could  do  better,  that  it  was  the  highest  possible 
evidence  of  the  political  wisdom  and  sagacity  of 
its  contrivers;  and  none  opposed  it  or  doubted  its 
efficiency  but  the  wicked  or  the  stupid.  Well, 
gentlemen,  here  is  the  end,  if. this  is  the  end,  of 
this  notable  “experiment.”-  Its  singular  wisdom 
has  come  to  this — its  fine  workings  have  wrought 
out  an  almost  general  bankruptcy. 

Its  lofty  promises,  its  grandeur,  its  flashes,  that 
throw  other  menVsense  and  understanding  back 
into  the  shade,  where  are  they  now?  Here  is  the 
[“fine  of  fines  and  the  recovery  of  recoveries.”  11? 
panics,  its  scoffs,  its  jeers,  its  jests,  its  gib^s  at  ail 
Natchez,  • former  experience — its  cry  of  “a  new' policy,”  which 


was  so  much  to  delight  and  astonish  mankind.  To 
this  conclusion  has  it  come  at  last: 

“But  yi*$U‘nl;iy,  il  stood  against  tin*  world, 

“Now  lies  it  there,  and  none  so  poor  lo  do  it  reverence.” 

It  is  with  no  feelings  of  boasting  or  triumph,  it 
is  with  do  disposition  to  arrogate  superior  wisdom 
or  discernment,  bui  it  is  with  mortification,  with 
humiliation,  with  unaffected  grief  and  affliction, 
that  I contemplate  the  condition  of  difficulty  and 
distress  to  which  this  country  so  vigorous,  so  great, 
so  enterprising  and  so  rich  ’in  internal  wealth,  lias 
been  brought  by  the  policy  other  government. 

We  learn  to-day  that  most  of  the  eastern  banks 
have  stopped  payment;  deposite  banks  as  well  as 
others.  The  experiment  has  exploded.  That  bub- 
ble, which  so  many  of  us  have  all  along  regarded 
as  the  offspring  of  conceit,  presumption  and  politi- 
cal quackery,  has  burst.  A general  suspension  of 
payment  must  be  the  result;  a result  which  has 
come,  even  sooner  than  was  predicted.  Where  is 
now  that  better  currency  that  was  promised?  Where 
is  that  specie  circulation?  Where  are  those  rupees  of 
gold  and  silver,  which  where  to  fill  the  treasury  of 
the  government  as  well  as  the  pockets  of  the  people? 
Has  the  government  a single  hard  dollar?  Has  the 
treasury  any  thing  in  the  world  but  credit  and  de- 
posites in  banks  that  litre  already  suspended  pay-  ... 
ment?  How  are  public  creditors  now  to  be  paid  in 
specie?  How  are  the  deposites,  which  the  law  re- 
quires to  be  made  with  the  states  on  the  1st  of 
July,  now  to  be  made?  We  must  go  back  to  the 
beginning',  and  take  a new  start.  Every  step  in 
our  financial  and  banking  system  since  1832  has 
been  a false  step.  It  has  been  a step  which  has 
conducted  us  further  and  further  from  the  path  of 
safety. 

The  discontinuance  of  the  national  bank,  the 
illegal  removal  of  the  deposites,  the  accumulation  of 
the  public  revenue  in  banks  selected  by-the  execu- 
tive, and  for  a long  time  subject  to  no  legal  regula- 
tion or  restraint,  and  finally  the  unauthorised  and 
illegal  treasury  order,'  have  brought  us  where  we 
The  destruction  of  the  national  bank  was  the 
signal  for  the  creation  of  an  unprecedented  number 
of  new  state  banks,  some  of  them  with  more  dis- 
proportionate, and  even  more  nominal  capital  than 
the  national  bank  had  possessed.  These  banks, 
lying  under  no  restraint  from  the  general  govern- 
ment, or  any  of  its  institutions,  issued  paper  cor- 
responding to  their  own  sense  of  their  immediate 
interests  and  hopes  of  gain,  the  deposite  with  the 
state  banks,  of  the  whole  public  revenue,  then  ac- 
cumulated to  a vast  amount,  and  making  this  de- 
posite without  any  legal  restraint  or  control  what- 
cve;,  increased  Doth  ttie  power  and  disposition  ot 
these  banks  for  extensive  issues.  In  that,  the  go- 
vernment seems  to  have  administered  every  possi- 
ble provocation  to  the  banks,  to  induce  them  to 
extend  their  circulation.  It  uniformly,  zealously 
and  successfully  opposed  the  land  bill,  a most  use- 
ful measure,  by  which  accumulation  in  the  treasury 
would  have  been  prevented;  and,  as  if  it  desired  and 
sought  this  accumulation,  it  finally  resisted,  with 
all  its  power,  the  deposite  among  the  states.  It  is 
advanced  ?.s  a reason  for  the  present  overthrow,  that 
an  extraordinary  spirit  of  speculation  has  gone 
abroad,  and  has  been  manifested,  particularly  and 
strongly  in  the  endeavor  to  purchase  the  public 
lands;  but  has  not  every  act  of  the  government  di- 
rectly encouraged  this  spirit?  It  accumulated  reve- 
nue which  it  did  not  need,  all  of  which  it  left  in  the 
deposite  banks.  Tile  banks  had  money  to  lend, 
and  there  were  enough  who  were  ready  to  borrow, 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  the  public  lands  at 
government  prices.  The  public  treasury  was  thus 
made  the  great  and  efficient  means  of  effecting  those 
purchases  which  have  since  been  so  much  de- 
nounced as  extravagant  speculation  and  extensive 
monoply.  These  purchasers  borrowed  the  public 
money;  they  used  the  public  money  to  buy  the 
public  property;  they  speculated  on  the  strength  of 
the  public  money;  and  while  all  this  was  going  on, 
and  every  man  saw  it,  the  administration  resisted 
to  the  utmost  of  its  power  everv  attempt  to  with- 
draw this  money  from  the  banks  and  from  the  hands 
of  those  speculators,  and  distribute  it  among  the 
people  to  whom  it  belonged.  If  there  has  been 
overtrading,  the  government  has  encouraged  it;  if 
there  has  been  rash  speculation  in  the  public  lands, 
the  government  has  furnished  the  means  out  of  the 
treasury.  These  unprecedented  sales  of  the  public 
domain  were  boasted  of  as  proofs  of  a happy  state 
of  things,  and  of  a wise  administration  of  the  go- 
ernment,  down  to  the  moment  when  congress,  in 
opposition  to  executive  wishes,  passed  the  distribu- 
tion law,  thus  withdrawing  the  surplus  revenue 
from  (he  deposite  banks.  The  success  of  that  mea- 
sure comp"!lefl  a change  in  the  executive  policy,  as 
the  accumulation  of  a vast  amount  of  money  in  the 
treasury  was  no  longer  desirable.  This  is  the  most 
favorable  motive  to  which  I can  ascribe  the  treasury 
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order  of  July.  It  is  now  said  that  that  order  was 
issued  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  a strict  execu- 
tion of  the  law  which  forbids  the  allowance  of 
credits  upon  purchases  of  the  public  lands,  but  there 
was  no  such  credit  allowed  before;  not  an  hour  was 
given  beyond  the  time  of  sale.  In  this  respect  the 
order  produces  no  difference  whatever.  Its  only 
effect  is  to  require  an  immediate  payment  in  specie, 
whereas,  before,  an  immediate  payment  in  the  bills 
of  specie  paying  banks  was  demanded.  There  is  no 
more  credit  in  the  one  case  than  in  the  other;  and 
the  government  gets  just  as  much  specie  in  one 
case  as  in  the  other;  for  no  sooner  is  the  specie, 
which  the  purchaser  is  compelled  to  procure,  often 
at  great  charge,  paid  to  the  receiver,  than  it  is  sent 
to  the  deposite  banks,  and  the  government  has 
credit  for  it  on  the  books  of  the  bank;  but  the 
specie  itself  is  again  sold  by  the  bank,  or  disposed 
of  as  it  sees  fit.  It  is  evident  that  the  government 
gets  nothing  by  all  this,  though  the  purchasers,  and 
especially  the  purchasers  of  small  tracts,  are  put  to 
greattrouble  and  expense.  No  one  gains  any  thing 
but  the  banks  and  the  brokers.  It  is  moreover, 
most  true,  that  the  art  of  man  could  not  have  de- 
vised a plan  more  effectually  to  give  the  large  pur- 
chasers or  speculators  a decided  preference  and  ad- 
vantage over  small  purchasers,  who  purchased  for 
actual  settlement,  than  the  treasury  order  of  July, 
1S36.  The  stoppage  of  the  banks,  however,  ha3 
now  placed  the  actual  settler  in  a still  more  unfor- 
tunate situation.  How  is  he  to  obtain  money  to 
pay'  for  his  quarter  section?  He  must  travel  three 
or  four  times  as  many  miles  for  it  as  he  has  dollars 
to  pay,  even  if  he  should  be  able  to  obtain  it  at  the 
end  of  that  journey. 

I will  not  say  that  other  causes,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  have  not  had  an  agency  in  bringing  about 
the  present  derangement.  I know  that  credits  have 
been  used  beyond  all  former  example;  that  it  is 
probable  the  spirit  of  trade  has  been  too  highly  ex- 
cited; that  the  pursuit  of  business  may  have  been 
pressed  too  fast  and  too  far.  All  this  I am  ready  to 
admit.  But,  instead  of  doing  any  tiling  to  abate  its 
tendency,  our  government  has  been  the  prime  in- 
strument of  fostering  and  encouraging  it.  It  has 
parted  voluntarily,  and  by  advice,  with  all  control 
over  the  actual  currency  of  the  country'.  It  has 
given  a free  and  full  scope  to  the  spirit  of  banking; 
it  has  aided  the  spirit  of  speculation  with  the  public 
treasure;  and  it  has  done  all  this  in  the  midst  of 
loud  sounding  promises  of  an  exclusive  specie  me- 
dium, and  a professed  detestation  of  all  banking  in- 
stitutions. " - 

ft  is  in  vain,  therefore,  to  say  that  the  present 
state  of  affairs  is  owing,  not  to  the  acts  of  govern- 
ment, but  to  other  causes,  over  which  the  govern- 
ment had  no  control.  Much  of  it  is  owing  to  the 
course  of  the  national  government;  and  what  is  not 
so,  to  causes  the  operation  of  which,  government  was 
bound,  in  duty,  to  use  all  its  legal  powers  to  con- 
trol. 

Is  there  an  intelligent  man  in  the  community,  at 
this  moment,  who  believes  that  if  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  had  been  continued;  if  the  deposites 
had  not  been  removed;  ifthe  specie  circular  had 
not  been  issued,  the  financial  affairs  of  the  coun- 
try would  have  been  in  as  bad  a state  as  they 
now  are?  When  certain  consequences  are  repeat- 
edly depicted  and  foretold,  from  particular  causes; 
when  the  manner  in  which  these  consequences  will 
be  produced  is  precisely  pointed  out,  beforehand;  and 
when  the  consequences  come  in  the  manner  fore- 
told, who  will  stand  up  and  declare  that,  notwith- 
standing all  this,  there  is  no  connexion  between  the 
cause  and  the  consequence,  and  that  all  these  ef- 
fects are  attributable  to  some  other  causes,  nobody 
knows  what? 

No  doubt  we  shall  hear  every  cause  hut  the  true 
ones,  assigned  for  the  present  distress.  It  will  be 
laid  to  the  opposition  in  and  out  of  congress,  it  will 
be  laid  to  the  bank,  it  will  be  laid  to  the  merchants, 
it  will  be  laid  to  the  manufacturers,  it  will  be  laid 
to  the  tariff,  it  will  be  laid  to  the  north  star,  or  to 
the  malign  influence  of  the  last  comet,  whose  tail 
swept  near  or  across  the  orbit  of  our  earth,  before  we 
shall  be  allowed  to  ascribe  it  to  its  just,  main  causes 
— a tampering  with  ike  currency,  and.  an  attempt  to 
stretch  executive  power  over  a subject  not  constitution- 
ally within  its  reach. 

We  have  heard,  gentlemen,  of  the  suspension  of 
some  of  the  eastern" banks  only;  but  I fear  the  same 
course  must  be  adopted  by  all  the  banks  throughout 
the  country.  The  United  States  bank,  now  a mere 
state  institution,  with  no  public  deposites,  no  aid 
from  government,  hut,  on  the  contrary,  long  an  ob- 
ject of  bitter  persecution  by  it,  was,  at  our  latest 
advices  still  firm.  But  can  we  expect  of  that  bank 
to  make  sacrifices  to  continue  specie  payment?  If 
it.  continue  to  do  so,  now  the  deposite  banks  have 
stopped,  the  government  will  draw  from  it  its  last 
dollar,  if  it  can  do  so,  in  order  to  keep  up  a pre-  ; 


tence  of  making  its  own  payments  in  specie.  I 
shall  be  glad  if  this  institution  find  it  prudent  and 
proper  to  hold  out;*  but  as  it  owes  no  more  duty 
to  the  government  than  any  other  bank,  and,  of 
course,  much  less  than  the  deposite  banks,  I can- 
not see  any  ground  for  demanding  from  it  efforts 
and  sacrifices  to  favor  the  government,  which  those 
holding  the  public  money,  and  owing  duty  to  the 
government,  are  unwilling  or  unable  to  make;  nor 
do  I see  how  the  New  England  banks  can  stand 
alone  in  the  general  crush.  I believe  those  in 
Massachusetts  are  very  sound,  and  entirely  solvent 
— I have  every  confidehce  in  their  ability  to  pay; 
and  I shall  rejoice  if,  amidst  the  present  wreck,  we 
find  them  able  to  withstand  the  storm;  but  at  the  same 
time  I confess  I shall  not  be  disappointed  if  they, 
seeing  no  public  object  to  be  attained,  proportioned 
to  the  private  loss,  and  individual  sacrifice  and  ruin, 
.which  must  result  from  the  means  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  hold  out,  should  not  be  distinguished 
from  their  southern  and  western  neighbors. 

I believe,  gentlemen,  the  “experiment”  must  go 
through  I believe  every  part  and  portion  of  our 
country  will  have  a satisfactory  taste  of  the  “better 
currency.”  I believe  we  shall  be  blessed  again 
with  the  currency  of  1812,  when  money  was  the 
only  uncurrent  species  of  property.  We  have, 
amidst  all  the  distress  that  surrounds  us,  men  in 
and  out  of  power,  who  condemn  a national  bank, 
in  every  form,  maintain  the  efficacy  and  efficiency 
of  state  banks  for  domestic  exchange,  and,  amidst 
all  the  suffering  and  terrors  of  the  “experiment,” 
cry  out,  that  they  are  establishing  a “better  curren- 
cy.” The  “ experiment ” — the  experiment  upon 
what?  The  experiment  of  one  man  upon  the  hap- 
piness, the  well-being,  and,  I may  almost  say, 
upon  the  lives  of  twelve  millions  of  human  beings. 
An  “experiment”  that  found  us  in  health,  that  found 
us  with  the  best  currency  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth,  the  same  from  the  north  to  the  south,  from 
Boston  to  St.  Louis,  equalling  silver  or  gold  in  any 
part  of  our  union,  and  possessing  the  unlimited 
confidence  of  the  European  powers  and  people, 
and  leaves  us  crushed,  ruined,  without  means  at 
home,  and  without  credit  abroad. 

This  word  “experiment”  appears  likely  to  get 
into  no  enviable  notoriety.  It  may  probably  be 
held,  in  future,  to  signify  any  thing  which  is  too 
excrutiating  to  be  borne — like  a pang  of  the  rheu- 
matism, or  an  extraordinary  twinge  of  the  gout. — 
Indeed,  from  the  experience  we  now  have,  we  may 
judge  that  the  bad  eminence  of  the  inquisition  may 
be  superseded  by  it,  and  if  one  shall  be  hereafter 
stretched  upon  the  rack,  or  broken  on  the  wheel,  it 
may  be  said,  while  all  his  bones  are  cracking,  all 
his  muscles  snapping,  all  his  veins  are  pouring, 
that  he  is  only  passing  into  a better  state  through 
the  delightful  process  of  an  “experiment.” 

Gentlemen,  you  will  naturally  ask,  where  is  this  to 
end,  and  what  to  be  the  remedy?  These  are  ques- 
tions of  momentous  importance,  but  probably  the 
proper  moment  has  not  come  for  considering  this. 
We  are  yet  in  the  midst  of  the  whirlwind,  and  scarce- 
ly able  to  hold  our  hats  on.  Every  man’s  thoughts 
are  turned  to  his  own  immediate  preservation. — 
When  the  blast  is  over  and  we  have  breathing  time, 
the  country  must  take  this  subject,  this  all-impor- 
tant subject  of  relief  for  the  present,  and  security 
for  the  future,  into  its  most  serious  consideration. 
It  will  undoubtedly  first  engage  the  attention  and 
wisdom  of  congress.  It  will  call  on  public  men, 
entrusted  with  public  affairs,  to  lay  aside  party  and 
private  preferences  and  prejudices,  and  unite  in  the 
great  work  of  redeeming  the  country  from  this 
state  of  disaster  and  disgrace.  All  that  I mean  at 
present  to  say,  gentlemen,  is,  that  the  government 
of  the  United  States  stands  chargeable,  in  my  opi- 
nion, with  a gross  dereliction  from -duty  in  leaving 
the  currency  of  the  country  entirely  at  the  mercy 
of  others,  without  seeking  to  exercise  over  it  any 
control  whatever.  The  -means  of  exercising  this 
control  rests  in  the  wisdom  of  congress,  but  the 
duty. I ‘hold  to  be  imperative.  It  is  a power  that 
cannot  be  yielded  to  others  with  safety  to  itself  or 
to  them,  it  might  as  well  give  up  the  power  of 
making  peace  or  war  to  the  states,  and  leave  the 
twenty-six  independent  sovereignties  to  select  their 
own  foes,  raise  their  own  troops,  and  conclude  their 
own  terms  of  peace.  It  might  a3  well  leave  the 
states  to  impose  their  own  duties,  regulate  their 
own  terms  and  treaties  of  commerce,  as  to  give  up 
all  control  over  the  currency,  in  which  all  are  in- 
terested. 

The  present  government  has  been  in  operation 
forty-eight  years.  During  forty  of  these  forty- 
eight  years,  we  have  had  a national  institution  per- 
forming the  duties  of  a fiscal  agent  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  exercising  a most  useful  control  over  the 

*The  mail  of  that  day  brought  ad  vie  es  of  i'j  su;- ! 
pension.  ' i 


domestic  exchanges,  and  over  the  currency  of  the 
country.  The  first  institution  was  chartered  on  the 
ground  that  such  an  institution  was  necessary  to  the 
safe  and  economical  administration  of  the  treasury 
department  in  the  collection  and  disbursements  of 
its  revenue.  The  experience  of  the  new  govern- 
ment had  clearly  proved  its  necessity. 

At  that  time,  however,  there,  were  those  who 
doubted  the  power  of  congress,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  constitution,  to  incorporate  a bank; 
but  a majority  of  both  houses  were  of  a different 
opinion,  president  Washington  sanctioned  the  mea- 
sure, and,  among  those  who  doubted,  those  of  most 
weight  and  consideration  in  the  country,  and  whose 
opinions  were  entitled  to  the  highest  degree  of  re- 
spect, yielded  to  the  opinion  of  congress  and  the 
country , and  it  considered  a settled  question.  Among 
those  who  first  doubted  of  the  power  of  the  govern- 
ment was  one  whose  name  should  never  be  men- 
tioned without  respect  and  veneration,  one  for 
whom  1 can  say  I feel  as  high  a veneration  as  one 
man  can  or  ought  to  feel  for  another,  one  who  was 
intimately  associated  with  all  the  features  of  the 
constitution,  Mr.  Madison;  yet,  when  congress  had 
decided  on  the  measure,  by  large  majorities,  when 
the  president  had  approved  it,  when  the  judicial 
tribunals  had  sanctioned  it,  when  public  opinion 
had  deliberately  and  decidedly  confirmed  it,  he 
looked  on  the  subject  as  definitely  and  finally  set- 
tled. The  reasoners  of  our  day  think  otherwise. — 
No  decision,  no  public  sanction,  no  judgment  of 
the  tribunals  is  allowed  to  weigh  against  their  own 
respect  for  their  own  opinions.  They  rush  to  the 
argument  as  to  that  of  a new  question,  despising 
all  lights  but  that  of  their  own  unclouded  sagacit}', 
and  careless  of  the  venerable  living  and  of  the 
mighty  dead.  They  poise  this  important  question 
upon  some  small  points  of  their  own  slender  logic, 
and  decide  it  on  the  strength  of  their  own  unintel- 
ligible metaphysics.  It  never  enters  into  all  their 
thoughts  that  this  is  a question  to  be  judged  of  on 
broad,  comprehensive  and  practical  grounds;  still 
less  does  it  occur  to  them  that  an  exposition  of  the 
constitution,  contemporaneous  with  its  earliest  ex- 
istence, acted  on  for  nearly  half  a century,  in  which 
the  original  framers  and  government  officers  of  the 
highest  note  concurred,  ought  to  have  any  weight 
in  their  .decision,  or  inspire  them  with  the  least 
doubt  of  the  accuracy  and  soundness  of  their  own 
opinions.  They  soar  so  high  in  the  regions  of  self- 
respect  as  to  be  far  beyond  the  reach  of  all  such 
considerations. 

For  sound  views  .upon  the  subject  of  a national 
bank,  1 would  commenu  yuu,  gentlemen,  to  the 
messages  of  Mr.  Madison,  and  to  his  letter  on  the 
subject.  They  are  the  views  of  a truly  great  man 
and  a statesman. 

As  the  first  bank  of  the  United  States  had  its  ori- 
gin in  necessity,  so  had  the  second;  and,  although 
there  was  something  of  misfortune,  and  certainly 
something  of  mismanagement  in  its  early  career, 
no  candid  and  intelligent  man  can  for  a moment 
doubt  or  deny  its  usefulness,  or  that  it  fully  accom- 
plished the  object'  for  which  it  W'as  created.  Ex- 
changes, during  all  the  later  years  of  its  existence, 
were  easily  effected,  and  a currency  the  most  uni- 
form of  any  in  the  world  existed  throughout  the 
country.  The  opponents  of  these  institutions  did 
not  deny  that  general  prosperity  and  a happy  state 
of  things  existed  at  the  time  they  were  in  opera- 
tion, but  contended  that- equal  prosperity  would 
exist  without  them,  while  specie  would  take  the 
place  of  their  issues  as  a circulating  medium. — 
How  have  their  words  been  verified?  Both  in  the 
case  of  the  first  bank  and  that  of  the  last,  a general 
suspension  of  specie  payments  has  happened  in  about 
a year  from  the  time  they  were  suffered  to  expire,  and 
a universal  confusion  and  distrust  prevailed.  The 
first  bank  expired  in  1811,  and  all  the  state  banks 
south  of  New  England  stopped  payment  in  1S12; 
the  charter  of  the  late  bank  expired  in  March, 
1836,  and  in  May,  1837,  a like  distrust,  and  a like 
suspension  by  the  state  banks,  takes  place. 

The  same  results,  we  may  readily  suppose,  are 
attributable  to  the  same  causes,  and  we  must  look 
to  the  experience  and  wisdom  of  the  people  and  of 
congress  to  apply  the  requisite  remedy.  I will  not 
say  the  only  remedy  is  a national  bank,  but  I will 
say  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  only  sure  remedy  for 
the  evils  that  now  prey  upon  us  is  the  assumption, 
by  the  delegates  of  the  people  in  the  national  go- 
vernment, of  some  lawful  control  over  the  finances  • 
of  the  nation-,  and  a power  of  regulating  its  cur- 
rency. 

Gentlemen,  allow  me  again  to  express  my  thanks 
for  the  kindness  you  have  shown  me  this  day,  and, 
in  conclusion,  to  assure  you  that,  though  a repre- 
sentative in  the  federel  government  of  but  a small 
section,  when  compared  with  the  vast  territory 
that  acknowledges  allegiance  to  (hat  government,  I 
shall  never  forget  that  I am  acting  for  the  weal  or 
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woe  of  the  whole  country,  and,  sq  far  as  I am  capa- 
ble, will  pledge  myself  impartially  to  use  every  ex- 
ertion l'or  that  country’s  welfare. 

LEGISLATURE  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 

governor's  message 

Delivered  to  the  legislature  of  Mississippi,  April  19, 
1S37- 

Gentlemen  of  the  senate,  and  house  of  representatives: 
The  unexampled  pecuniary  embarrassments  of 
our  state,  and  the  earnest  solicitude  expressed  to  me 
by  many  of  our  fellow  citizens,  by  petition  and 
memorial,  imposing  upon  me  the  duty,  as  I con- 
ceiveJ,  of  convening  you  at  a time  anterior  to  that 
at  w hich  you  were  to  have  met  upon  your  own  ad- 
journment, having  been  brielly  noticed  in  the  pro- 
clamation calling  you  together,  I will  proceed  to 
state  more  at  large  the  view3  by  which  I was  influ- 
enced, and  the  objects  sought  to  be  accomplished, 
by  the  intervention  of  your  authority  and  action,  in 
this  unprecedented  crisis  of  our  affairs. 

I regretted  extremely  the  existence  of  any  cir- 
cumstance that  appeared  tc  call  for,  or  to  impose 
upon  me  the  necessity  of  this  measure,  fearing  that 
it  might  create  an  improper  alarm  and  distrust,  cal- 
culated to  affect  injuriously  the  character,  good  faith, 
and  credit  of  this  community.  Under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, this  objection  would  have  been  con- 
clusive; but  the  peculiar  state  of  our  finances,  cut 
off  as  we  are  from  the  usual  moneyed  facilities,  and 
the  impending  distress,  coupled  with  a high  sense 
of  duty,  placed  the  question  of  expediency  upon 
other  and  higher  considerations.  After  due  reflec- 
tion upon  the  subject,  and  the  bearings  of  the  mea- 
sure, I was  induced  to  adopt  the  course  pursued — 
more  with  a view  of  affording  an  opportunity  for' 
the  action  of  your  body,  by  which  relief  may  possi- 
bly be  extended,  than  for  the  purpose  of  recommend- 
ing or  pressing  any  particular  project  of  my  own; 
and,  however  difficult  and  discouraging  the  task  be- 
fore you,  1 was  not  disposed,  by  withholding  the 
call,  to  preclude  a trial.  I shall  rejoice  if,  through 
your  interposition,  something  may  be  effected  that 
will  afford  relief,  and  at  the  same  time  carefully 
avoiding  any  act  that  can  properly  be  construed  as 
impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts — to  quiet  and 
put  to  rest  any  erroneous  apprehensions  that  may 
nave  gone  abroad,  calculated  to  weaken  the  confi- 
dence so  justly  due  to  the  high  character  of  the  state 
and  its  institutions,  and  which  I am  sure  you  will 
take  great  pride  in  sustaining. 

There  is  nothing,  how’ever  oppressive,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things,  that  should  induce  us  to  give 
place  to  gloomy  forebodings;  on  the  contrary,  I have 
no  hesitation  in  expressing  my  entire  confluence  in 
the  great  resources,  the  enterprise,  and  recupera- 
tive energies  of  the  community  being  amply  suffici- 
ent, in  a short  time,  to  redeem  and  release  us  from 
the  existing  embarrassment;  and  that,  ere  long,  con- 
fidence and  credit  will  not  only  be  re-established, 
but  placed  upon  a better  and  more  stable  basis  than 
it  has  been  for  years. 

The  immediate  object  is  to  afford  such  facilities 
a3  may  enable  debtors  to  satisfy  the  executions 
against  them,  by  anticipating  the  coming  crops,  so 
as  to  prevent  the  sacrifice  of  property;  and  it  is  for 
you,  gentlemen,  to  devise  and  adopt  the  proper 
mode  of  effecting  this  purpose. 

I have  thought  of  some  arrangement  with  the 
banks,  as  presenting  the  best,  if  not  the  only  prac- 
ticable mode  of  relief.  Under  this  impression,  I ad- 
dressed a circular  to  the  presidents  of  the  several 
banks  of  this  state,  (a  copy  ol  which  accompanies 
this  communication),  earnestly  inviting  them  to  at- 
tend at  the  seat  of  government,  for  the  purpose  of 
accelerating  any  arrangement  that  may  be  agreed 
upon. 

The  issue  of  post  notes,  payable  at  thirteen 
months,  or  at  a shorter  period,  drawing  interest,  has 
been  suggested,  under  the  impression  that  they 
would  be  received  by  creditors  at  their  par  value; 
and  that  the  operations  of  the  banks  would  not  be 
crippled,  or  their  credit  impaired  by  such  issues  un- 
fit their  maturity,  and  a failure  to  redeem  them— 
that  the  bank  could,  and  should  be,  amply  secured 
by  the  borrower.  And  in  order  to  give  greater  cre- 
dit and  validity  to  such  notes,  I suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  their  being  made  receivable  in  payment  of 
all  claims  and  demands  due  the  state. 

Whether  any  scheme  of  this  character  can  safely 
be  practised  upon,  or  whether  there  are  insuperable 
obstacles  in  the  way,  is  for  you  and  the  officers  of 
the  banks  to  decide.  Among  others,  the  objection 
has  been  raised,  that  such  notes  would  immediately 
sink  below  their  real  value — that  such  depreciation 
would  subject  the  banks  to  the  charge  of  having 
been  instrumental  in  aggravating,  rather  than  di- 
minishing the  mischief  under  which  the  community 
labors  from  a deranged  currency.  I do  not  clearly 
perceive  the  force  and  applicability  of  the  objection. 
Such  notes  being  of  a specific  character,  bearing  in- 


terest on  the  face  of  them,  and  redeemable  by  sol- 
vent institutions  at  no  distant  period.it  seems  to  me 
would  secure  to  them  a credit  and  a currency  that 
the  most  timid  would  not  fear?  and  which,  even  if 
they  should  sink  below  their  intrinsic  value,  could 
not  in  the  least  impair  the  present  circulating  me- 
dium of  the  state.  The  present  issues  of  the  banks, 
beyond  our  immediate  borders,  are  below  par;  yet 
the  institutions  are  not  questioned:  so  with  regard 
to  the  issue  of  post  notes,  and  the  depreciation  that 
may  possibly  ensue.  If  such  notes  are  promptly 
redeemed  at  maturity,  no  odium  can  properly  attach 
to  the  banks;  and  if  they  should  fail  to  do  so,  in 
violation  of  their  undertakings,  then  the  censure  fails 
justly. 

With  a view  of  facilitating  and  carrying  into  ef- 
fect such  a project,  I propose  for  your  considera- 
tion the  expediency  of  giving  the  use  of  the  surplus 
revenue  proposed  to  be  deposited  with  this  state, 
with  such  banks  as  may  enter  into  tha  above  or 
other  arrangement,  upon  terms  of  reciprocity. 

The  act  of  congress  providing  for  the  deposite  of 
the  surplus  revenue  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
sereral  states,  requires  that  legal  provisions  be 
made  by  each  stale  lor  receiving  her  proportion, 
and  the  necessary  obligation  for  its  return  when 
called  for,  before  any  distribution  is  made.  I there- 
fore recommend  the  passage  of  a law,  in  conformi- 
ty with  the  requisitions  of  the  act  of  congress,  so 
that  the  instalments  now  due,  and  to  fall  due,  may 
be  placed  at  your  immediate  disposition,  to  be  ap- 
plied as  you  may  think  proper. 

I shall  not  stop  here  to  inquire  into  the  origin  of 
the  difficulties  in  which  we  are  at  present  involved. 
It  is  sufficient  that  we  now  experience,  under  a 
general  deranged  currency,  the  full  measure  of  the 
pressure;  and  I trust  the  lesson  will  not  be  lost  up- 
on us.  Let  us  then,  in  looking  beyond  the  moment 
investigate  the  propriety  of  adopting  certain  mea- 
sures that  may  tend  to  arrest  and  guard  against 
similar  occurrences.  Taking  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, the  question  presents  itself,  and  which  I sub- 
mit for  your  deliberation — whether  the  passage  of 
an  act  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  slaves  into 
this  state  as  merchandise,  may  not  have  a salutary 
effect  in  checking  the  immense  drain  of  capital  an- 
nually made  upon  us  by  the  sale  of  this  description 
of  property.  The  prohibitory  clause  in  the  consti- 
tution, if  not  imperative  upon  your  body,  renders 
it  at  least  proper  that  one  of  two  things  should  be 
done;  either  that  you  propose  an  amendment  to 
that  provision,  or  that  you  pass  an  aet  in  accord- 
ance with  its  spirit  and  intendment. 

It  is  freely  admitted,  and  the  objection  mav  be 
m aue  to  such  a law,  that  it  would  be  at  variance 
vyitli  the  broad  principles  of  our  free  institutions — 
its  enforcement  too,  must  always  be  attended  with 
difficulty'.  Under  such  impressions,  I voted  in  con- 
vention against  the  clause  imposing  the  inhibition; 
and  under  different  circumstances,  looking  to  its 
general  operation,  I should  certainly  still  oppose 
it.  But  in  legislating  under  a complex  system  of 
government,  we  are  often  constrained  irom  the 
force  of  circumstances,  or  the  necessity  ofthe  case, 
to  forego  the  pursuit  of  a principle,  although  cor- 
rect in  the  abstract,  to  obtain  a practical  benefit. 
Under  these  considerations,  in  connection  with  the 
present  aspect  of  affairs,  and  regarding  the  injunc- 
tion of  the  constitution  as  imperative,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  experiment  should  be  made,  and  may 
safely,  be  ventured  upon;  and  the  more  so,  because, 
if  its  operations  should  not  produce  the  desired  ef- 
fect, the  remedy  of  repeal  may  readily  be  resorted 
to. 

There  is  another  circumstance  that  has  operated 
most  injuriously  upon  this  community,  to  which  I 
will  here  take  occasion  to  advert — under  the  grind- 
ing, withering  and  bitter  effects  of  which,  many  of 
our  citizens  are  now  writhing.  I allude  to  the 
high  rate  of  interest  we  have  been  compelled  to  pay 
for  money,  and  the  almost  entire  dependence  to 
which  we  have  been  subjected,  in  order  to  raise  it 
on  any  terms,  upon  bills  drawn  on  and  accepted  by' 
the  communion  houses  in  other  states.  The  late 
extensive  failures,  in  New  Orleans  particularly.  ent» 
oil'  many  facilities,  arid  we  are  now  thrown  back 
upon  our  resources.  Unfortunately  for  the  country', 
our  banks  are  large  creditors  to  these  houses,  and 
the  interest  of  the  institutions  requires  of  them  to 
sustain  as  far  as  possible  their  sinking  fortunes,  in 
consequence  of  which  in  addition  to  theirsuspended 
domestic  debt  incurred  upon  protested  notes,  they 
are  unable  to  sustain  the  planting  interest  by  ex- 
tending further  accommodations  so  much  needed. 
Those  facts,  and  the  consequences  to  which  they 
naturally  lead,  are  too  apparent  to  be  longer  over- 
looked; nor  can  they  fail  to  press  upon  your  minds, 
the  immense  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a well 
regulated  slate  policy 

We  are  fully  coinpetenf  to  manage  all  our  com- 
mercial operations  within  our  own  borders;  and  sol 


long  as  we  consent  to  be  tributary  to,  or  dependent 
upon,  a large,  monopolising,  and  in  some  respects, 
a foreign  emporium,  we  may  expect  to  experience 
the  disasters  with  which  we  are  at  present  visited. 

It  is  readily  conceded,  that  we  have  indulged  too 
freely  in  this  ill-advised  bill  operation.  But  it  must 
also  be  admitted,  that  our  banks  declining  to  dis- 
count notes,  except  to  a veiy  limited  amount,  and 
at  a short  period,  or  to  purchase  domestic  bills  has 
measurably  forced  it  upon  us.  Under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  banks  may  safely  deal  in  such  bills  to 
a considerable  extent,  and  that  it  would  afford  to 
the  planters  of  the  interior  particularly,  great  ac- 
commodations, I recommend  the  repeal  of  the  law 
imposing  damages  on  foreign  bills  returned;  and 
that  damages  be  imposed  on  domestic  bills  protested 
for  non-payment. 

lean  conceive  of  nothing  that  will  so  fully  and 
effectually  promote  the  general  interest  of  the  state, 
as  the  vigorous  prosecution  and  completion  of  the 
rail  roads  now  in  progress;  and  nothing  that  will 
tend  so  directly  to  relieve  us  from  this  sort  of  tribu- 
tary dependence  under  which  we  labor  in  the  sale 
ofour  cotton,  and  in  making  moneyed  arrangements. 
The  creation  of  various  market  places;  the  estab- 
lishment of  extensive  business  houses;  and  the  con- 
centration of  capital,  must  afford  the  necessary  fa- 
cilities to  a great  extent:  thereby  creating  a com- 
petition of  which  our  citizens  may  avail  themselves, 
by  selling  at  those  points,  or  shipping  their  cotton 
abroad,  as  circumstances  may  seem  to  require. 
But  the  advantages  to  result  lrom  this  policy  have 
frequently  been  urged;  and  I forbearnow  to  enlarge 
upon  them.  My  object  in  touching  the  subject  on 
this  occasion,  is  to  call  your  attention  to  the  pro- 
priety and  importance  of  extending  every  encou- 
ragement and  aid,  that  can  properly  be  done  to  ac- 
celerate the  progress  and  consummation  of  the 
works,  as  a measure  calculated  to  effect  the  greatest 
and  most  lasting  benefits  to  the  country. 

Among  other  sources  of  grievance  of  which  we 
at  present  complain,  and  which  has  contributed  to 
augment,  and  theatens  still  to  increase  our  embar- 
rassments, is  the  great  accumulation  of  costs  on 
suits  brought  upon  bills  of  exchange  and  endorsed 
notes.  At  present,  although  there' can  be  but  one 
recovery,  still  the  costs  occur  against  each  and  every 
individual,  in  all  suits  brought  upon  such  secu- 
rities. It  is  certainly  within  your  competency  to 
regulate  this  matter,  and  prevent  this  injurious  and 
oppressive  accumulation  of  costs.  In  other  states, 
I am  informed,  that  legislative  action  has  remedied 
this  evil;  and  without  u.ttempting  to  devise  anv  par- 
tloulm  xuuiie,  x nareiy  unrig  nils  subject  TO  your 
view,  and  invoke  the  enactment  of  such  a law  as 
will  remedy  the  evil. 

There  is  another  to  which  I beg  to  call  your  at- 
tention. The  general  elections  taking  place  on  the 
first  Monday  in  November,  precludes  the  possibility 
of  our  members  taking  their  seats  in  congress,  until 
some  two  or  three  weeks  after  the  time  fixed  for  the 
meeting  of  that  body.  This  delay,  and  the  possible 
injury  that  may  result  to  the  interests  of  the  state, 
seems  to  require  an  amendment  of  the  provision  of 
the  constitution  fixing  the  time  of  holding  our  gene- 
ral elections. 

Having  thus,  gentlemen,  in  addition  to  the  re- 
commendations made  in  my  previous  communica- 
tions, briefly  submitted  such  measures  as  I con- 
ceived worthy  your  attention  and  action,  and  the 
views  by  which  I have  been  influenced,  I have  only 
to  tender  my  co-operation  in  all  measures  calculated 
to  promote  the  general  interest. 

CHARLES  LYNCH. 

CIRCULAR 

REFERRED  TO  IN  THE  GOVEROR’s  MESSAGE. 

Executive  office,  Jackson,  3 1st  March,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  From  the  representations  made  to  me. 

within  the  last  few  days,  I have  been  induced  to 
convoke  the  legislature,  that  the  alarming  and 
threatening  aspect  of  affairs  may  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, and  with  the  hope  that  some  menne  may 
ko  dtriooi  emu  aaopieu  rof  ine  immediate  relief  of 
our  citizens;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  preserve  tin- 
impaired  the  good  faith  and  credit  of  the  state. 

With  a view  of  effecting  so  desirable  and  impor- 
tant an  object,  it  is  believed  that  a concert  of  action 
between  tile  legislature  and  the  banks,  presents  the 
best,  if  not  the  only  practicable  mode  of  relief,  and 
of  arresting  the  disastrous  consequences  with  which 
the  country  is  threatened.  Entertaining  these  opi- 
nions, and  sensibly  impressed  with  the  unparalleled 
distress  and  deep  concern  that  now  pervades  the 
country,  I am  induced  to  invoke  your  aid;  and  ear- 
nestly desire  and  solicit  your  attendance  at  the  seat 
of  government  on  the  third  Monday  in  April  next — 
the  day  fixed  for  the  meeting  ofthe  legislature.  I 
am  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient, 

CHARLES  LYNCH. 
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Steamboats  on  the  inland  lalces  of  New  York. — 
The  public  are  not  perhaps  generally  aware  that 
those  sheels  of  water  which  give  such  peculiar 
beauty  to  the  rich  valleys  of  western  New  . York, 
and  recall  in  their  undulating  shores  and  handsome 
villas  the  scenery  of  Cumberland  in  England,  and 
that  of  Northern  Italy,  are  each  adorned,  we  be- 
lieve, wdth  their  appropriate  steamers,  which  are 
of  infinite  use  in  travel  and  in  trade,  as  most  of 
these  lakes  run  north  and  south,  from  twelve  to 
thirty  miles  in  length,  and  form  beautiful  and  natu- 
ral water  channels  between  the  great  Lake  Ontario 
nnd  the  confines  of  Pennsylvania.  By  the  Geneva 
Courier  we  perceive  the  new  steamboat  Richard 
Stevens , named  after  the  lamented  proprietor  of  the 
first  boat  run  on  Seneca  lake  (one  of  our  Stevens’ 
family  here,  who  are  so  identified  with  the  improve- 
ments of  steam),  was  to  be  launched  from  that 
elegant  and  flourishing  town.  [N.  Y.  Star. 

Arrival  extraordinary  at  Buffalo.  The  schooner 
Western  Trader,  Jolin'McHarry,  master,  arrived  at 
Buffalo  May  12,  from  sea,  having  been  fixed  in  the 
ice  during  the  whole  of  the  past  winter.  The  four 
persons  on  board  are  in  good  health,  considering 
that  they  fjad  to  go  through  a touch  of  capt.  Parry’s 
Life  at  the  Poles,  and  were  ill  prepared  for  such  a 
passage  in  their  history.  For  the  last  five  weeks 
they  supported  themselves  on  corn  alone.  Pre- 
vious to  that  time  the  bulkheads,  fore  gaff,  berths, 
&c.  had  been  used  for  fuel,  so  that  they  were 
obliged  to  consume  a quantity  of  oars  on  board  to 
parch  the  corn  for  food.  The  log  book  (heaven 
save  the  mark!)  is  to  be  published.  It  will  be  a 
Tara  avis  in  marine  history,  and  we  commend  it  to 
our  friend  Marryatt.  [16. 


Business  of  the  New  York  custom  house  for  the  year 


1836. 

Imports. 

Duties  accrued 

1st  quarter. 

#26,756,332 

$4,297,865  38 

2d  “ 

37,937,582 

5,177,150  45 

3d  « 

30,052,430 

5451,255  43 

4th  “ 

18,139,870 

2,483,036  96 

$118,335,194 

#17,114,305  22 

[N. 

Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

An  act  relative  to  unclaimed  baggage  has  been 
passed  by  the  legislature  of  New  York  providing 
that  the  proprietors  of  stages,  boats,  rail  road  com- 
panies, taverns,  &c.  shall  enter  the  same  in  a book 
•and  notify  the  owner  by  mail,  if  they  can  find  out 
who  he  is;  and  then  after  thirty  days  to  advertise  a 
description  in  the  slate  paper.  Sixty  days  after 

c trier-  Hat,  13  iu  Y/c  v/j/circu  UtfAtic  ti  uragi« 

trate,  when  tils  magistrate  must  notify  the  owner  if 
lie  can  find  out  who  he  is;  and  if  not,  sell  it  at  pub- 
lic auction;  the  proceeds,  after  deducting  the  ex- 
penses, to  be  given  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 

Such  an  act  ought  to  be  passed  in  every  state. 
It  would  be  the  means  of  restoring  a large  amount 
of  valuable  property  to  it3  owners,  which  under  ex- 
isting regulations  is'  entirely  lost. 

An  ordinance  has  been  introduced  into  the  board 
of  aldermen  of  St.  Louis  which  provides  that  every 
watchman  shall  be  a citizen  of  the  United  States, 
an  inhabitant  of  the  city  for  at  least  one  year,  a 
freeholder,  and  of  good  moral  character. 

Conflict  with  a catamount.  The  Lakeville  (Ohio) 
Journal  gives  the  following  case  of  maternal  cour- 
age as  a recent  occurrence.  A number  of  cata- 
mounts had  come  over  the  Michigan  boundary  and 
caused  great  terror  among  the  farmers.  One  of 
them  entered  the  window  of  Mr.  Israel  Hawkins, 
which  hail  been  left  open,  while  his  wife  was  en- 
gaged in  an  adjoining  room,  and  had  crept  to  the 
cradle,  where  a babe,  six  months  old,  was  sleeping 
before  be  was  discovered.  The  mother,  on  per- 
ceiving him,  seized  a broad  "axe  which  lay  upon  the 
hearth,  and  commenced  an  attack.  The  first  blow 
stunned  without  injuring  the  beast.  He  recovered, 
sprang  upon  the  woman,  and  throwing  her  down, 
tore  her  left  arm  severely.  She  contrived  to  raise 
liersuir  upon  her  knees  with  the  animal  clinging  to 
her,  and  struck  a second  blow.  The  edge  oi  tut 
axe  penetrated  the  skull,  and  laid  the  monster  dead 
upon  the  floor.  Her  husband  came  home  shortly 
after,  and  found  her  lying  prostrate  and  exhausted,, 
with  the  catamount  stretched  at  her  feet,  and  her 
two  oldest  children  weeping  over  ber.  The  wo- 
man was  considerably  injured,  but  the  account 
states  that  she  is  recovering  rapidly.  Her  arm  and 
side  were  badly  torn,  but  she  received  no  danger- 
ous wound. 

Flood  in  Connecticut.  The  heavy  rain  storms  of 
last  week,  committed  considerable  damage  in  Con- 
necticut, between  Erst  Hartford  and  Northampton. 
The  roads  were  filled  with  rain,  and  several  small 
bridges  floated  away.  At  Hartford,  all  the  streets 


east  of  Front  street,  were  flooded  to  a considerable 
depth.  Houses,  cellars,  stores,  and  roads,  were 
covered  with  water,  and  exhibited  the  appearance 
of  a great  river.  The  damage  of  course  was  con- 
siderable. At  Middletown,  the  water  had  filled  the 
cellars  of  the  houses,  and  cut  up  the  roads  so  badly 
that  many  of  them  were  impassable. 

Canal  trade.  Williamsport,  ( JId.)  May  20.  The 
basin  in  our  town,  presents  to-day  a lively  scene  of 
business.  The  fleet  of  boats  loaded  with  coal, 
amounting  to  85  or  40  in  number,  averaging  1,100 
bushels,  has  already  arrived,  and  more  may  shortly 
be  expected.  Most  of  the  article  is  destined  for 
Brien’s  works  and  Harper’s  Ferry,  in  compliance, 
with  previous  contracts.  There  has  been  an  arri- 
val of  wheat,  to  the  amount  of  2,000  bushels  and 
destined  for  this  place.  About  one  thousand  bar- 
rels of  fiour,  have  also  been  received  from  Allegha- 
ny, and  more  may  be  expected.  The  freshet  in  the 
Potomac,  which  rapiuiy  occurred,  and  which  is 
now  gradually  subsiding,  has  furnished  an  opportu- 
nity of  forwarding  their  produce  to  market,  which 
they  have,  with  their  usual  enterprise  and  prompti- 
tude not  neglected.  The  supply  of  bituminous 
coal  is  abundant,  and  larger  than  we  recollect  to 
have  noticed  at  any  one  period  on  former  occasions. 
The  revenue  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canals, 
will  experience  the  favorable  influence  of  this  ac- 
tive and  revived  trade.  [ Banner . 

The  toils  collected  on  the  New  York  state  canals 
during  the  week  ending  the  7th  instant,  amount  to 
$50,696  20.  The  total  amount  collected  up  to  the 
7th  of  May  inclusive  (17  days)  is  $139,670  92. — 
The  total  amount  collected  last  year  up  to  the  same 
time  (12  days)  was  $.114,911  79. 

Seal  trade.  There  have  been  121  sealing  vessels 
fitted  out  from  Newfoundland  the  present  season, 
of  10,648  tons,  and  carrying  2,940  men. 

Great  buttonword  tree.  A tree  has  lately  been 
cut  down  in  South  Reading,  Mass,  which  is  well 
deserving  notice  on  account  of  its  size. 

The  main  body  of  the  tree  is  28  feet  long: 
and  of  this  length  sixteen  feet  are  hollow.  At  one 
foot  from  the  butt 'end  its  circumference  is  twenty 
feet. — At  six  and  a half  foet,  it  is  sixteen  and  a half 
feet.  And  at  twelve  feet,  it  is  nearly  fifteen  feet  in 
circumference.  The  hollow  trunk  now  lies  nearly 
horizontal,  and  a man  nearly  six  feet  in  height  may 
stand  erect  within  it.  Some  mischievous  person 
lately  kindled  a fire  in  the,  hollow  trunk  and  the 
tree  came  near  being  consumed;  but  Ihedire  was 
extinguished  by  means  of  an  engine.  Since  then 
it  has  been  cut  down. 

The  lakes.  The  Buffalo  papers  state  that  the 
lakes  are  entirely  clear  of  ice,  and  that  boats  had 
departed  from  Butiulo  for  Detroit,  and  arrived  at 
Buffalo  from  Detroit. 

The  mate  and  seamen  of  the  steamboat  William 
Gibbons  were  tiled  on  Monday,  the  loth  inst.  in 
the  federal  court  at  Raleigh,  lV.  Carolina.  The 
seamen  were  acquitted,  but  Andrews,  the  mate, 
was  found  guilty.  In  consequence,  however,  o! 
some  mitigating  circumstances,  the  court  only  sen- 
tenced him  to  six  months  imprisonment  and  a tine 
of  ten  dollars. 


tentiary  for  a period  not  less  than  10,  nor  more 
han  21  years.  ‘ 

Naval.  United  States  schooner  Enterprise,  capt. 
Collins,  was  at  Valparaiso,  February  16,  last  from 
Acapulco,  all  well. 

Sailing  of  the  Independence.  The  U.  S.  ship  In- 
dependence, captain  Nicholson,  having  on  board 
bon.  Geo.  M.  Dallas,  minister  to  St.  Petersburg,  got 
under  way  on  Saturday  morning  last,  about  half 
past  ten  o’clock,  and  went  to  sea  with  a fine  S.  W. 
breeze. 

The  navy  board  for  the  examination  of  midship- 
men, assembled  in  Baltimore  on  Tuesday  morning, 
and  is  proceeding  with  its  duties.  Upwards  of  forty 
young  officers  reported  themselves.  The  board  is 
composed  of  the  following  officers — com.  Biddle, 
com.  Woolsey,  capt.  Reed,  capt.  Nicholson,  capt. 
Claxton. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  says,  that  the  presidency  of 
the  navy  board  at  Washington  has  been  tendered  to 
com.  Warrington,  now  on  the  Norfolk  station. 

The  exploring  vessels  had  returned  to  Norfolk 
from  the  experimental  cruize. 

Col.  Johnson,  the  vice  president  of  the  United 
States,  has  recently  paid  the  state  of  Arkansas  a 
visit.  He  spent  several  days  with  col.  Sevier,  in 
the  county  of  Chicot,  where  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  personally  inspecting  some  of  his  estate. 

Virginia  elections.  The  parties  in  the  next  legis- 
lature stand  in  the  congressional  delegates  15  Van 
Buren  to  6 whigs,  in  the  state  senate  20  Van  Buren 
to  12  whigs,  arid  in  the  house  of  delegates  87  Van 
Buren  to  47  whigs.  On  joint  vote  of  both  houses. 
Van  Buren  majority  48. 

Small  money.  Individuals  are,  in  Massachusetts, 
prohibited  from  issuing  small  notes  or  bills,  (o  serve 
the  purpose  of  currency.  The  penalty  is. fifty  dol- 
lars for  every  bill  so  issued. 

Census  of  the  city.  The  population  of  Boston  by 
the  census  just  taken,  is  found  to  be  80,325,  ex- 
clusive of  the  foreign  paupers  and  others  excluded 
by  law  in  this  enumeration,  amounting  to  498,  prin- 
cipally in  South  .Boston,  making  the  total  popula* 
tion  80,823,  it  being  an  increase  since  JS30  of 
19,431,  or  about  32  per' cent.  The  polls  are  found 
to  be  25,340,  a number  which  will  entitle  the  city 
to  56  members  to  the  legislature,  leaving  a fraction 
of  290.  [ Boston  Gazette. 

The  last  winter.  In  evidence  of  the  accumulation 
of  ice  on  our  great  inland  waters  during  the  last 
winter — a fact  of  which  the  unfortunate  blockade 
of  Buffalo  is  an  unpleasant  proof- — it  may  be  notic- 
tj,  oo  ,,mioual  circumstance,  that,  there  v. as,  at 
the  last  dates  great  quantities  of  ice  in  the  St. 
Clair  river — so  much  as  to  render  navigation  im- 
practicable in  that  river,  but  it  soon  melted  as  it 
entered  Lake  St.  Clair — none  of  it  readying  Detroit. 

[ Rochester  Daily  Adv. 

Conventions.  There  are  two  conventions  now  in 
session  at  Harrisburgh,  Penn,  viz — the  regular  state 
convention  for  the  amendment  of  the  constitution, 
and  the  anti-masonic  convention,  whose  object  is 
said  to  be  to  appoint  delegates  to  a national  con- 
vention, with  a view  to  the  nomination  of  a presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 


A youth  named  Moran,  aged  about  19,  was  exe- 
cuted in  Philadelphia  last  week  for  the  crime  of 
piracy.  After  the  execution,  it  is  stated  in  the 
Pennsylvanian,  the  scaffold  was  prostrated  by  the 
crowd,  and  divided  into  small  fragments  as  memen- 
toes of  the  transaction  in  which  it  had  born  a part. 
The  Philadelphia  Gazette  adds — 

During  the  return  of  the  official  procession  to  the 
prison,  an  attack  W3S  made  by  the  canaille  of  the 
crowd  upon  the  hangman — who  certainly  performed 
his  duty  in  a most  slovenly  and  careless  manner;  a 
“heavy  rain”  of  brickbats  and  other  unpleasing 
missiles  was  conferred  upon  him — and  some  per- 
sons in  his  heighborhood  suffered  the  consequence 
of  being  in  bad  company.  One  soldier  of  the  ma- 
rine company  was  -very  severely  hurt.  At  last  the 
commander  of  the  detachment  ordered  a Salt,  com- 
manding life  mo,,  to  load,  and  if  nocossary  to  jtrp_w 

upon  their  assailants.  This  operation  had  the  de- 
sired effect;  the  ignobilc  yulgus  sneaked  away  with 
more  than  common  precipitaiion — wishing  no  ac- 
cessions of  lead  in  their  dull  heads,  and  unenamored 
of  bullets  in  the  thorax. 


Flour.  The  shipment  of  fiour,  from  the  great 
emporium  of  that  article,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  has  al- 
ready this  year  diminished  one-half,  compared  with 
last  3’ear,  when  it  was,  during  the  first  23  days  of 
the  season,  51,032  barrels. 

The  quanty  of  wheat  and  flour  arrived  by  way  of 
the  Erie  canal  at  Albany  and  Troy  up  to  the  14th 
inst.  in  this  and  the  preceding  year  is  as  follows, 
viz: 


Albany, 

Troy, 


Bbls. 

Flour. 

Bushs. 

Wheat. 

1336. 

1837. 

1336. 

1S37. 

50,-162 

47,117 

2,838 

5,S36 

17,297 

11,954 

5,242 

8,550 

67,759 

59,071 

8,130 

14,386 

Shad  in  the  Ohio  river.  Several  genuine  shad,  as 
fine  as  ever  swam  the  Connecticut  river  or  any 
other  New  England  stream,  have  been  caught  in 
the  Ohio  river  within  the  last  week  and  sold  in  our 
market.  As  far  as  we  can  learn,  they  are  the  first 
fish  of  the  kind  ever  known  in  the  west. 

[ Louisville  (Ky.)  Journal. 


Mail  robber  convicted.  William  Grizsell  has  been 
convicted  at  the  present  term  of  the  6th  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  lor  the  district  of  Geor- 
gia, judge  Wayne  presiding,  of  the  crime  of  em- 
bezzling letters  from  the  mail,  containing  money. 
The  offence  was  committed  on  the  4th  day  of  Fe- 
bruary last,  between  Augusta  and  Lincolnson,  in 
that  state.  The  punishment  prescribed  by  the 
statute  is  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  in  the  peni- 


Nortli Anna  bridge  burnt.  We  regret  to  hear  that 
the  rail  road  bridge  over  the  North  Anna  was  con- 
sumed by  fire,  on  Thursday  the  18th  instant.  The 
fire  was  communicated  by  sparks  from  the  afternoon 
train  of  that  day,  and  the  wind  being  high,  it  was 
impossible  to  arrest  the  progress  of.  the  llames.- — 
The  loss,  we  understand,  will  be  near  $4,000;  and 
the  mail  will  probably  be  delayed  an  hour  each  dajr 
for  six  or  eight  wedks.  [Richmond  Whir. 
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CtJ-The  present  sheet  contains  a great  variety  of 
articles  relating  to  the  currency,  which  exhibit  its 
actual  condition,  with  the  state  of  public  feeling, 
more  fully  than  can  be  shown  by  the  most  elabo- 
rate exposition.  It  may  be  well  to  state,  however, 
that  there  is  some  doubt  in  the  public  mind  here,  as 
to  which  of  the  two  sets  of  resolutions  submitted  to 
the  lialtiinore  meeting  were  adopted,  owing  to  the 
informal  manner  in  which  the  business  was  con- 
ducted by  the  officers — all,  however,  concur  in  re- 
presenting the  meeting  as  highly  respectable  and 
marked  by  great  decorum. 

fC5-The  proceedings  of  the  public  meeting  at 
Natchez,  called  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the 
officers  of  the  Ben  Sherrod,  cannot  fail  to  arrest  the 
attention  of  the  reader.  The  wanton  disregard  of 
human  life  exhibited  in  the  testimony  of  the  sur- 
vivors, strikes  the  mind  with  horror,  and  calls  for 
ttie  most  condign  punishment  of  the  cold-blooded 
miscreants,  wdio  have  so  wantonly  murdered  their 
fellow  men. 

Pennsylvania  convention.  This  body  is 
industriously  engaged  in  its  duties,  but  no  import- 
ant results  have  been  arrived  at.  The  report  of 
Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll  from  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  currency  and  corporations,  made  on 
Wednesday  the  17th  ult.  created  quite  a sensation 
in  the  convention,  and  gave  rise  to  an  animated 
debate  which  occupied  nearly  the  whole  day — 
and  ended  in  the  rejection  oi'  the  motion  to  print 
by  a vote  of  57  to  GS.  The  report  is  inserted  in 
the  present  sheet — see  page  216. 

Virginia.  The  proclamation  of  the  governor 
calling  an  extra  session  of  the  legislature,  gave  rise 
to  considerable  discussion  in  the  newspapers  of  this 
state,  on  the  question  whether  it  was  addressed  to 
the  members  of  the  legislature  last  in  session  or  to 
those  elected  in  April  last?  But  the  attorney  gene- 
ral of  the  state  having  decided  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
period  for  which  the  members  of  the  last  legislature 
were  elected  had  not  expired,  that  body  was  still  in 
existence.  The  governor  coinciding  in  this  opinion, 
copies  of  the  proclamation  were  addressed  accord- 
ing- 

‘■The  Merchant.”  A daily  paper  with  this 
title  was  issued  last  week  in  Baltimore,  under  the 
auspices  of  general  Duff  Green,  well  known  as  the 
editor  of  the  United  States  Telegraph.  General 
Green  will  be  assisted  in  the  editorial  department 
by  Richard  K.  Cralle,  esq.  who  will  reside  in 
Washington;  by  which  plan  additional  interest  will 
be  imparted  to  the  columns  of  the  paper,  as  it  will 
thus  unite  the  commerce  of  the  first  with  the  poli- 
tics of  the  latter  city.  The  “Reformer”  will  be 
the  country  paper  of  the  “Merchant,”  and  pub- 
lished, as  heretofore,  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

Treasury  department,  June  1,  1837.  In 
compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  2d 
of  March  last,  notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  re- 
ceipts for  the  month  of  April  were,  as  nearly  as  can 
now  be  ascertained, 

From  customs,  $9S3,600 

“ Lands,  1,011,700 


Total,  $1,995,300 

Levi  Woodbury,  see’!/  of  the  treasury. 

P.  S.  Although  not  required  by  the  resolution, 
it  is  stated  lor  the  information  of  the  community, 
that  the  payments  for  expenditures  during  the  same 
month  amounted  to  $3,887,403  34.  L.  W. 

Mexico.  The  cabinet  of  the  new  president, 
Bustamente,  consists  of — Lewis  G.  Grevas , minister 
of  foreign  affairs. — J.  Pena  Y.  Pena,  minister  of 
grace  and  justice. — Joaquim.  L.  Brija,  minister  of 
finance. — Gen.  Meriana  Meclielena,  minister  of  war. 

Gen.  Guadaloupe  Victoria  has  been  appointed 
military  commandant  of  the  department  of  Vera 
Cruz. 

Gen.  Vicente  Filisola  arrived  at  Metamoras  on 
the  5th  ult.  and  will  have  a command  in  the  ex- 
pedition against  Texas. 

The  cornmander-in-chief  had  visited  the  line  of 
defences  on  the  coast. 

The  Mercurio  of  Metamoras  ofthe  5th  May  states 
that  a body  of  Texians  had  suddenly  fallen  upon 
Vol.  LII— Sig.  14. 


the  town  of  Bexar,  in  order  to  carry  off  the  Mexican 
families  residing  thGre,  and  the  hitter  having  made 
resistance,  several  persons  were  killed.  On  retir- 
ing the  Texians  set  fire  to  the  town  and  embarked 
in  their  vessels. 

We  learn  that  the  insurgents  who  had  risen  in 
St.  Louis  Potosi  had  quitted  that  place  for  the 
neighborhood  of  Victoria — they  amount  to  700  and 
have  pieces  of  cannon,  and  the  general  thinks  that 
they  intend  to  take  to  the  mountains. 

On  the  1st  May,  captain  Miguel  Andrade,  of  the 
permanent  regiment  of  Tampico,  having  learned 
that  some  depredations  had  been  committed  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Anacuas  by  bands  of  Indians,  went 
in  pursuit  of  them,  at  the  head  of  40  men;  and  al- 
though they  found  the  savages  to  nre‘number  of 
600,  they  valorously  attacked  them.  The  fight  was 
most  sanguinary;  the  Indians  lost  many  of  their 
men:  the  loss  of  Mexicans  was  31  killed,  and  some 
wounded.  Capt.  Andrade  received  twelve  wounds, 
and  lieutenant  Castro  one.  As  soon  as  the  com- 
mander-in-chief received  intelligence  of  the  affair, 
he  ordered  colonel  Rafael  Vasquez  to  pursue  with  a 
body  of  troops.  The  Indians  having  retired  beyond 
tile  Colorado,  the  colonel  returned  with  his  soldiers. 

Several  American  vessels  have  been  seized  in 
the  ports  of  Metamoras,  Vera  Cruz,  &c.  by  the 
Mexican  authorities,  on  various  pretences.  The 
schooner  Champion,  as  we  learn  from  the  Washing- 
ton “Globe,”  with  a cargo  worth  from  $50,000  to 
$10!), 000,  has  been  carried  into  Metamoras  and 
condemned  as  a lawful  prize  for  being  on  a voyage 
to  the  blockaded  ports  of  Texas,  and  the  passengers 
and  crew  thrown  into  prison.  The  schooner  Julius 
Caesar,  it  is  supposed,  will  share  the  same  fate.  The 
American  barque  Ann  Eliza  was  seized  at  Vera 
Cruz  by  order  of  the  commander  of  the  Mexican 
squadron,  but  was  afterwards  liberated  by  orders 
ofthe  government.  A messenger  is  on  his  way  from 
the  U.  States  to  demand  redress  i'or  these  outrages. 
The  same  squadron  that  seized  the  Ann  Eliza  had 
brought  the  Texian  schooner  Independence  into 
Vera  Cruz,  as  a prize — she  mounted  7 guns,  and 
had  a crewr  of  35  men,  including  officers.  She  had 
also  18  passengers  on  board,  among  whom  was  Mr. 
Wharton,  late  Texian  minister  to  the  U.  States. — - 
Captain  Wheelwright,  her  commander,  was  badly 
wounded,  and  one  passenger  slightly.  There  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  much  fighting. 

In  reference  to  the  capture  of  American  vessels, 
the  “Globe”  says — Hopes  are  entertained  that  the 
good  sense  of  the  new  president  will  dictate  the 
answer  to  this  demand,  and  that  prompt  justiee 
will  render  any  action  of  congress  at  the  session  of 
September  unnecessary.  Should  these  hopes  be 
disappointed,  the  early  meeting  of  congress  will  be 
fortunate  for  those  of  our  fellow  citizens  who  are 
engaged  in  commerce  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

We  find  tlie  following  in  the  “Globe”  in  relation 
to  the  rumored  release  ofthe  General  Urrea. 

The  reports  in  the  newspapers  with  regard  to  the 
release  of  the  Mexican  vessel  Urrea,  by  commo- 
dore Dallas,  we  had  no  doubt  were  unfounded,  as 
they  have  proved  to  be.  He  holds  that  vessel  sub- 
ject to  the  orders  of  the  executive.  As  she  was 
captured  by  way  of  reprisal,  it  is  presumed  she  will 
be  restored  to  the  Mexican  government.  Outrage- 
ous as  the  conduct  of  the  Mexican  fleet  has  been, 
in  making,  indiscriminately,  prizes  of  all  American 
vessels  bound  to  Texas,  there  is  no  authority  for 
the  very  effective,  and,  under  the  circumstances, 
excusable  remedy,  applied  by  the  Natchez. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Pensacola  Gazette  says 
that  captain  Marias,  of  the  Mexican  brig  Gen.  Ur- 
rea, captured  by  the  Natcnez,  lias  refused  to  avail 
himself  of  the  order  given  by  com.  Dallas  for  the 
restoration  of  his  vessel.  He  chooses  to  abandon 
for  a total  loss,  to  use  the  technical  language  of  in- 
surance law. 

ITEMS  AEOUT  THE  CURRENCY,  &C. 

We  stated  yesterday  our  belief  that  the  banks 
were  not  curtailing.  We  were  in  error.  The 
Manhattan  and  bank  of  America,  who  took  so  re- 
markable a lead  in  the  withdrawal  of  the  deposites, 
and  promised  the  merchant  an  abundant  money 
market  and  equalization  of  domestic  exchanges,  are 
both  contracting  with  the  hope  of  showing  their 
ability  to  the  government,  and  finally  receiving  all 


the  deposites,  at  the  expense  of  the  other  institu- 
tions, and  of  the  whole  mercantile  community. 
Congress  will  dispose  ofthe  question  at  an  early  day; 
in  the  mean  time  it  may  be  well  to  inquire  how 
much  revenue  we  may  expect  to  have  under  the 
existing  state  of  things.  [IV.  Y.  Star. 

The  Cincinnati  and  Nashville  papers  contain  ad- 
vertisements to  receive  the  notes  of  Yeatman, 
Wood  & Co.  at  par,  in  payment  for  goods. 

The  money  market  at  Boston  was  quite  easy  oa 
Saturday  last,  most  oi  the  banks  having  discounte 
pretty  freely. 

During  the  performance  of  Brutus  at  the  National 
theatre  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  a gentleman  in 
the  boxes  asked  his  companion  what  w as  the  mear.- 
ing  of  the  letters  S.  P.  Q.  R.  on  the  banners?— 
“Why  the  meaning  is  plain  enough  Tom,”  replied 
his  friend,  “it  means  ‘Specie  Payments  Quite 
Rare.’”  [IV.  Y.  Sun. 

The  receiver  at  Jeffersonville,  on  S inday  even- 
ing, received  an  order  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  pay  no  more  of  the  public  money  ii  to 
the  Louisville  banks  but  to  keep  the  whole  amount 
in  his  own  pocket!  [ Louisville  (Ky.)  Journal. 

The  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer  has  the 
following  item: 

“It  a fiords  us  pleasure  to  say,  that  the  rumour  of 
general  Jackson’s  having  a draft  protested  in  this 
city,  or  of  his  losing  a large  sum  money  by  the  fai- 
lure of  Yeatman,  Wood  & Co.  of  Nashville,  or  in 
any  other  way,  is  utterly  without  foundation.’  We 
have  seen  a letter  from  the  old  general,  in  which  he 
says  that  for  twenty  years,  he  has  not  drawn  a draft 
upon  any  person  whatever;  that  he  is  in  no  way  re- 
sponsible to  the  amount  of  a dollar  for  any  person 
or  persons,  except  for  the  purchase  of  two  or  three 
slaves  by  his  adopted  son;  and  that  all  the  rumors 
in  relation  to  his  drafts,  his  endorsements,  and  his 
losses,  are  entirely  false  and  without  the  shadow  of 
foundation  in  truth.” 

The  Boston  post  office.  The  “Courier”  of  the 
17th  ult.  says— it  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
that  the  public  meeting  which  was  to  take  place  in 
Faneuil  Hall,  by  adjournment,  will  not,  for  reasons 
satisfactory  to  the  committee  of  the  citizens  be 
held: 

The  committee  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  chosen 
at  a meeting  held  at  Faneuil  Hall  on  the  17th  inst. 
take  this  method  of  communicating  the  result  of 
their  deliberations,  for  the  information  of  their  fel- 
low citizens. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  dif- 
ficult, if  not  impossible,  under  the  existing-  laws  re- 
gulating the  post  office  department,  to  devise  a re- 
medy for  the  difficulties  complained  of,  and  which 
produced  the  said  meeting,  which  will  operate  with 
equality  on  all  portions  ofthe  community. 

The  committee  have  had  an  interview  with  the 
post  master  since  his  return  from  Washington. 
His  proposition  is  that  the  credit  system  heretofore 
practised  on  at  the  post  office  in  thi3  city,  shall  be 
continued,  upon  the  understanding  that  the  postages 
which  have  been  and  may  be  charged  subsequently 
to  the  reception  of  the  order  from  the  postmaster 
general,  shall  be  paid  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  usual, 
in  specie  or  its  equivalent.  This  proposition  appears 
to  the  committee  to  be  as  favorable  to  the  communi- 
ty as  can  be  expected  from  that  officer,  subject  as 
he  is  to  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  congress.  Un- 
der existing  circumstances,  the  committee,  bein°- 
impressed  with  the  belief  that  it  is  not  necessary  or 
expedient  to  hold  another  public  meeting  on  this 
subject,  respectfully  recommend  that  the  meetim* 
proposed  to  be  held  by  adjournment,  on  Saturday, 
27th  inst.  be  indefinitely  postponed.  For  the  com- 
mittee, 

Charles  W.  Cartwright,  chairman. 

A TV.  Thaxter,  jr.  sec’y. 

The  Patterson  bank  New  Jersey  continues  to 
redeem  its  notes  with  specie;  every  other  bank  in 
the  state  has  suspended. 

The  Northwestern  bank  at  Wheeling,  Va.  also 
redeems  its  notes  with  specie.  There  is  also  no 

want  of  small  change  in  circulation  in  that  town 

a fact  of  which  travellers  will,  no  doubt,  avail  them- 
selves.' 

Governor  White  of  Louisiana,  has  refused  to  cal] 
an  extra  session  of  the  legislature. 
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A letter  from  New  Orleans  says,  that  “while 
three  or  four  of  the  banks  continue  specie  payments  in 
full,  and  four  or  five  more  are  trying  to  redeem  their 
Jives  and  tens,  the  people  continue  to  look  with 
mistrust  at  the  notes  of  those  institutions  that  have 
stopped  altogether  specie  payments,  and  conse- 
quently in  many  cases  they  are  refused  in  payment 
of  goods,  provisions,  &c.  &c. 

There  was  a pretty  good  stir  on  our  levee  yes- 
terday, the  boats  going  up  the  river  took  full  car- 
goes, which  w^as  not  the  case  a few  days  back;  and 
to  the  present  day  mechanics,  laborers  and  slaves, 
are  all  fully  employed,  there  not  being  the  least 
apprehension  of  any  of  those  riots  with  which  New 
York  seemed  to  be  threatened,  according  to  the  last 
advices  received. 

From  the  enclosed  price  current  you  may  see 
there  has  been  a favorable  reaction  in  flour,  w'hich 
sold  yesterday  at  $7  for  cash;  $7  50  for  bank  notes, 
coffee  and  other  articles. 

P.  S.  A desperate  gang  of  gamblers  were  taken 
by  surprise  and  arrested  by  the  police  of  the  1st 
municipality,  the  night  before  last.  The  money 
seized  on  the  table  amounted  to  several  thousands 
in  specie. 

The  New  Haven  Register,  a leading  administra- 
tion print  says — “There  is  no  mistake  about  it — -we 
must  have  some  general  currency  for  the  whole 
country — and  it  must  be  a paper  currency,  founded 
on  speeie  basis;  we  must  have  currency  whieh  will 
be  just  as  good  at  New  Orleans,  St.  Louis,  or 
Buffalo,  as  it  is  at  New  Haven  and  Hartford — and 
pass  just  as  freely  from  hand  to  hand  without  dis- 
count. State  institutions  can  never  furnish  such  a 
currency — the  experiment  has  been  sufficiently 
tried,  and  is  now  an  acknowledged  failure.  There 
is  no  hope  from  that  source.  Nothing  short  of  a 
national  institution,  wdth  powerful  restrictions,  can 
accomplish  it;  that  can— -it  has  done  it — and  it  can 
sgain.” 

The  “Globe”  of  the  28th  ult.  has  the  following: 
“The  bankers  accuse  the  government  of  indiscre- 
tion in  trusting  them.  True,  its  ‘ pockets  are  full,’ 
or  ought  to  be;  but  unfortunately,  it  suffered  the 
bankers  to  hold  its  pockets.  These  pocket  holders 
have  closed  them  up,  and  now  tell  the  government 
it  shall  not  have  a dollar  of  its  own  money!  By  the 
time  government  gets  its  pockets  open  again,  it  is 
doubted  by  some  whether  any  of  its  money 
will  be  found,  as  there  is  some  suspicion  tnat 
the  pocket  holders  have  lent  it  out  to  merchants  pro- 
per and  merchant  speculators,  or,  in  some  cases, 
perchance,  transferred  it  to  their  own  pockets.” 

Progress  of  suspension.  We  annex  a schedule 
showing  the  dates  of  the  -suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks  in  different  places.  It  is  worthy 
of  remark  that  the  suspension  in  Natchez  and  Mont- 
gomery was  anterior  to  the  suspension  in  N.  York, 
and  that  New  Orleans  and  Mobile  the  measure  was 
adopted  without  a knowledge  that  the  same  thing 
had  taken  place  in  the  northern  cities.  So  in  the 
northern  cities  it  was  adopted  without  a knowledge 
that  it  had  taken  place,  or  wras  about  to  take  place, 
in  New  Orleans  and  Mobile. 

Planters  and  Agricultural  banks  Natchez,  May  4 


State  bank  at  Montgomery,  Ala.  about  “ 9 

New  York  city  banks,  “ 10 

Albany,  Hartford  and  New  Haven,  Phila- 
delphia, Providence  and  Baltimore,  “ H 

Mobile  and  Boston,  “ 12 

New  Orleans,  six  banks,  “ 13 

Bank  of  Washington  and  Metropolis  bank  “ la 

Montreal,  " “ IS 

Charleston,  Cincinnati  and  Quebec,  “ 17 

State  bank  of  N.  Carolina  and  branches,  “ 13 

Savannah  and  Augusta,  “ 19 

[iV.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 


It  is  stated  in  the  Baltimore  Transcript  of  Tues- 
day, that  the  Messrs.  Cohen  had,  up  to  that  time, 
redeemed  their  notes  with  specie,  and  would  pro- 
bably continue  to  do  so  until  they  are  called  in'. 

A market  man  at  Lowell.  Massachusetts,  being, 
like  every  one  Jse,  bothered  for  change,  has  hit 
upon  anew  expedient.  With  his  other  markeMbles, 
he  carries  a basket,  from  which  he  makes  change 
in  hen’s  eggs.  Now,  unless  the  legislature,  like 
some  other  wise  bodies,  should  enact  a penalty  for 
“issues  of  so  small  a denomination,”  we  don’t  see 
why  the  Lowell  man  will  not  get  along  very  well. 

[Gazette. 

This  “egg  currency”  is  cortainlv  “better,”  and 
of  course  more  convenient,  than  that  of  some  coun- 
tries we.  wot  of— Texas  for  instance.  A gentleman, 
in  conversation  with  a citizen  of  that  infant  repub- 
lic, some  time  since,  asked  him  how  they  supplied 
themselves  with  a currency.  “Oh,”  he  replied,  “we 
have  money ’enough.”  “Ah,”  replied  the  inquisi- 
tor, “what  kind  of  currency  have  you?  Specie,  of 
course,  living  so  near  the  mines  of  Mexico?”  “Not 


at  all,”  said  the  other.  “We  pay  in  cows  for  large 
sums,  and  throw  in  the  calves  for  change!” 

[A.  Y.  Corn.  Adv. 

An  arrival.  The  long  expected  Tally  Ho  has  at 
length  arrived,  with  English  goods  for  our  market. 
Among  these  are  some  woollens,  which  have  to 
pay  their  duties  in  cash.  Two  of  our  Richmond 
houses  had  to  pay  about  $4,000;  but  as  it  was  not 
convenient  for  them-  to  pay  the  specie,  and  as  they 
might  not  want  the  woollens  till  the  fall,  they  de- 
termined to  avail  themselves  of  the  provisons  of  the 
revenue  law,  which  permits  them  to  deposite  the 
goods  in  the  custom  house,  and  pay  the  duties  as  the 
goods  were  drawn  out.  This  removed  all  the  diffi- 
culties, which  were  expected  in  the  case. 

[ Richmond  Enquirer. 

Small  bills.  The  Delaware  G?zette  states  that  a 
large  meeting  wras  convened  at  Wilmington,  on  the 
16th  ult.  to  take  measures  for  preventing  the  issue 
of  small  bills  by  the  city  council,  Joseph  Richard- 
son in  the  chair,  and  Enoch  E.  Camp,  secretary. 
Resolutions  were  adopted  expressing  the  opinion 
that  to  furnish  a circulating  medium  was  not  within 
the  scope  of  the  ordinary  powers  or  duties  of  the 
council;  that  the  authority  exists  only  in  the  legis- 
lature; that  the  governor  ought  to  call  the  legisla- 
ture together;  that  the  city  councils  have  acted  too 
hastily,  and  that  such  a measure  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed with  more  deliberation;  that  the  example  of  the 
New  York  councils  ought  to  be  followed;  and  that 
by  making  it  a state  matter  the  whole  people  will 
participate  in  the  benefits,  and  if  loss  should  occur, 
will  share  in  the  burden. 

A gentleman,  (a  director  in  one  of  the  Vermont 
banks),  arrived  in  New  York  on  Saturday  morning 
with  $14,000  in  small  notes  of  the  bank  of  Ben- 
nington, which  he  readily  disposed  of  at  two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  premium  for  city  money;  the  city 
money  he  invested  in  the  larger  notes  of  the  New 
England  banks  at  two  per  cent,  discount,  and  on 
Saturday  afternoon  took  the  boat  for  Boston,  and 
at  ten  Monday  morning  deposited  the  amount  in 
old  Suffolk,  at  a profit  of  about  $630.  A pretty 
good  operation  for  four  days.  [Star. 

Sugar  plums  for  good  boys.  On  the  last  day  of 
the  session  of  the  legislature,  just  before  the  ad- 
journment, the  speaker  announced  the  receipt  of 
the  following  important  communication  from  the 
cashier  of  the  Mechanics’  bank  of  Albany: 

“Sir:  I venture,  in  speaking  for  ourselves,  to 
anticipate  the  cordial  approbation  of  our  sister  in- 
stitutions in  saying  that  it  will  alford  the  banks  of 
this  city  much  pleasure  to  furnish  the  legislature 
with  some  specie  change,  as  they  are  about  leaving 
the  city.  That  gentlemen  may  ask  for  it  with  en- 
tire freedom,  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  this  an- 
nouncement to  the  house.  Very  respectfully,  &e. 

“THOS.  W.  OLCOT'T.” 
[Buffalo  Com.  Adv. 

Suits  against  banks.  We  are  informed  that  a con- 
siderable number  of  suits  on  small  bills,  on  account 
of  the  non-payment  of  specie,  have  been  commenc- 
ed against  banks  in  this  city. 

[ Providence  ( R.  I.)  Courier. 

Safely  fund,  banks.  It  is  stated  in  the  Argus  that 
the  Commercial  bank  of  Albany,  the  Bank  of  Ro- 
chester, the  North  River,  the  Long  Island,  the  F ni- 
ton , tlie  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  and  the  Che- 
mical banks,  have  filer!  their  assent  in  the  secretary 
of  state’s  office,  fo  the  provisions  of  the  suspension 
law,  subjecting  them  to  the  visitation  of  the  bank 
commissioners,  and  to  the  authority  of  the  legisla- 
ture at  any  time  hereafter  to  repeal  or  modify  Iheir 
charters. 

The  Manhattan  and  the  Dry  Dock  banks  are  the 
only  other  banks  in  the  state  not  subject  to  the  safe- 
ty fund.  Of  these,  the  latter  has  been  closed  by 
the  chancellor,  and  -the  former  has  not  assented  to 
the  law. 

All  the  other  banks  in  the  state  become  subject 
to  the  law,  of  necessity,  and  without  any  act  on  their 
part. 

The  Manhattan  company  are  g-etting  in  their 
own  notes  and  pay  none  of  them  out.  It  is  con- 
jectured that  they  design  henceforth,  as  soon  as 
their  circulation  is  called  in  or  redeemed,  to  confine 
their  business  to  that  of  a bank  of  discount  and  de- 
posite merely.  [N.  Y.  American. 

City  currency.  In  the  connpon  council,  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  is- 
suing of  small  hills  was  taken  up,  and  on  the  ques- 
tion of  passing  the  resolves  attached  to  it,  Mr.  E. 
Williams  said — That  as  the  pressure  for  small 
change  did  not  prove  so  severe  as  was  anticipated, 
and  as  the  evil  was  daily  becoming  less,  owing  to 
the  course  taken  by  all  ihe  banks  in  paying  frac- 
tional parts  of  a dollar  on  the  face  of  checks — the 
amount  of  specie  paid  out  in  this  manner,  averag- 


ing nearly  $1,000  per  day — he  would  move  that  the 
whole  subject  be  laid  on  the  table.  This  was 
unanimously  agreed  to,  and  the  orders  were  dispos- 
ed  accordingly.  [ Boston  Courier. 

The  editor  of  the  Cincinnati  Evening  Post  says 
that  in  the  spring  of  1816,  after  the  passage  of  the 
charter  of  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States,  he 
paid  a premium  of  twenty-seven  per  cent,  in  Balti- 
more lor  specie.  At  that  period  (he  says)  it  was 
impossible  to  travel  without  specie.  In  N.  Jersey 
there  were  notes  that  would  pass  upon  one  side  of 
a turnpike  gate,  but  were  good  for  nothing  a few 
yards  distant  on  the  other  side. 

Are  things  any  better  at  this  moment? 

The  New  Orleans  True  American  of  the  23d 
ult.  says — We  are  happy  to  hear  that  our  enterpris- 
ing post  master,  refuses  to  enforce  the  specie  cir- 
cular in  respect  to  his  office.  This  conduct  is 
commendable,  and  of  course  his  ticket  of  charge 
will  be  promptly  taken  by  the  public.  A mutual 
forbearance  in  these  times  is  a golden  virtue. 

The  following  is  a specimen  of  the  change  notes 
circulating  in  New  Orleans. 

FAITH  OF  THE  SECOND  MUNICIPALITY  PLEDGED. 

No.  193-  No.  193.  ' 

12  1-2  CENTS. 

Municipality,  No.  two,  promises  to  pay  to  the 
order  of  Seth  W.  Nye,  comptroller,  TWELVE 
AND  A HALF  CENTS,  on  demand. 

New  Orleans,  20tli  May,  1737. 

J.  DOANE,  Treasurer. 

It  is  stated  in  a southern  paper  that  a note  of 
$100,  on  the  Agricultural  bank  of  Mississippi,  was 
sold  at  public  auction,  in  Natchez,  at  $255,  on  a 
credit  of  12  months. 

Custom  house  bonds.  The  treasury  circular  re- 
quiring such  bonds  to  be  paid  in  specie,  was  re- 
ceived at  New  Orleans  on  the  19th.  The  New 
Orleans  American  of  the  20th  says,  “it  is  of  no  use. 
The  merchant  will  not  be  dictated  to  by  any  one 
man.  The  bonds  will  not  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver. 
Mark  that  Mr.  Van  Buren.  They  talkin  N.  York. 
In  New  Orleans  we  act.  The  New  Orleans  Herald 
on  the  other  hand,  comments  the  order,  and  thinks 
it  ought  to  have  been  issued  at  an  earlier  date 

Specie  in  the  west.  The  Dayton  (Ohio)  Journal 
of  May  23d  says — “Gen.  Blackburn,  the  receiver 
of  the  Lima  land  office,  passed  through  this  place 
last  Thursday  on  his  way  to  Cincinnati  to  deposite 
about  $25,000  in  gold  and  silver  in  the  Commercial 
bank.  On  his  arrival  there  finding  the  bank  had 
suspended  specie  payments,  he  brought  the  dollars 
“bock  agin,”  and  deposited  them  in  the  Dayton 
bank,  which  continues  to  redeem  its  notes  with 
specie. 

The  receiver  of  the  Fort  Wayne  office  was  here 
on  Saturday  with  about  $100,000  of  “hard  stuff,” 
destined  for  the  Lawrenceburg  and  Richmond 
branches  of  the  Indiana  state  hank.” 

A large  meeting  was  held  in  Main  street,  Louis- 
ville, Ky.  on  the  19th  ult.  supposed  to  number  from 
3,000  to  5,000  individuals,  which  adopted  unani- 
mously resolutions  recommending  the  banks  of 
Louisville  to  suspend  specie  payments.  Great  ex- 
citement, we  learn,  existed  there  on  the  subject  of 
secret  agents  of  hanks  of  other  states,  which  had 
suspended,  who  were  making  heavy  demands  for 
specie  on  the  Louisville  banks,  and  refusing  to  re- 
ceive their  own  notes  in  payment. 

Currency  at  Washington.  The  National  Intelli- 
gencer savs:  “It  may  be  of  use  to  distant  readers 

to  state  that,  in  this  citv,  specie  is  at  a premium  of 
about  ten  per  cent,  over  District  bank  notes;  that 
hank  notes  of  the  south  and  west,  even  of  South 
Carolina  banks,  are  at  a discount  of  from  fifteen  to 
twenty-five  per  cent,  in  comparison  with  District 
bank  paper — that  is,  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five 
per  cent,  bedow  specie.  We  know  that  this  is  mon- 
strous and  deplorable,  the  paper  of  those  banks  be- 
ing as  good  as  that  of  any  banks  in  the  union. — 
But  such  is  the  catastrophe  of  “the  experiment.” 
The  paper  of  our  banks  is,  we  suppose,  deprecia- 
ted, in  a correspondent  degree,  in  remote  parts  of 
the  country.  There  is,  in  fact,  no  circulating  me- 
dium.” 

A .gentlemen  of  this  city,  paid  yesterday  to  a 
broker  in  Georgetown  six  dollars  and  a half  for 
fifty  dollars  in  specie  for  travelling  purposes;  be- 
ing at  the  moderate  rate  of  fifteen  per  cent. 

[Washington  Metropolitan. 

From  the  Boston  Courier  we  learn  that  the  mo- 
ney market  there  has  assumed  a still  more  favorable 
aspect  the  past  week,  as  the  banks  have  discounted 
freely,  and  some  have  taken  all  the  satisfactory  pa- 
per which  has  been  offered.  There  is  still  some 
call  in  the  street,  and  the  best  post  notes  of  city 
banks  have  been  taken  at  J a 1 per  cent,  per 
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month  discount.  On  mortgages,  large  sums  have 
baen  offered  at  6 per  cent,  per  annum.  A few 
thousand  Mexican  dollars  have  been  sold  for  ship- 
ment at  6 a 7 per  cent,  premium,  and  sovereigns  at 
$5  30. 

Rumors.  From  the  Delaware  State  Journal.  It 
is  said,  with  great  confidence,  that  the  administra- 
tion is  now  engaged  in  a negotiation  with  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  with  a view  of  restoring  to 
that  institution  the  public  deposites,  of  which  it 
was  robbed  some  three  or  four  years  ago.  We 
confess  a difficulty  in  giving  credence  to  a report 
which,  if  true,  would  present  the  strongest  evidence 
we  have  yet  seen  of  returning  sanity  and  honesty 
in  our  public  counsels. 

It  is  also  said,  that  the  administration  has  bor- 
rowed the  sum  of  $800,000  from  the  bank,  to  keep 
the  wheels  of  government  moving — it  is  added,  in- 
deed, that  without  the  aid  of  this  loan,  the  ship  of 
the  line,  Independence,  would  have  been  still  em- 
bargoed in  Boston  harbor,  and  Mr.  Dallas  disap- 
pointed of  his  mission  to  Sc.  Petersburg. 

Banin  of  Upper  Canada.  Extract  from  a letter 
to  the  editor  of  the  New  York  American,  dated 
Toronto,  Tuesday  evening,  23d  May: 

“There  is  a great  run  on  the  bank  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada, to  which  it  is  feared,  it  will  have  to  succumb, 
I send  the  notice  issued  to  the  chartered  banks  this 
day  by  the  government.” 

Government  house,  22 d May,  IS37. 

Sen:  The  lieutenant  governor  having  reason  to 
believe  that  the  chartered  banks  in  Upper  Canada 
are  desirous  to  understand  explicitly,  what  assist- 
ance, if  any,  the  executive  government  is  disposed 
to  afford  to  the  said  banks,  and  what  measures,  if 
any,  the  executive  government  is  determined  to 
adopt,  in  consequence  of  the  present  unexampled 
foreign  demand  for  specie;  I am  commanded  to  in- 
form you  that  his  excellency  most  higly  approves 
of  the  course  which  the  banks  of  Upper  Canada 
are  at  present  pursuing,  in  honorably  fulfilling,  re- 
gardless of  all  consequences,  the  engagements  they 
have  solemnly  entered  into  with  the  public. 

The  lieut.  governor  is  of  opinion,  that  a suspen- 
sion by  banks  of  their  cash  payments,  with  specie 
in  their  vaults,  is  equally  in  America,  as  it  is  else- 
where, inconsistent  with  commercial  integrity, 
which,  in  plain  terms,  means  a bank  honestly  liqui- 
dating, so  long  as  it  has  power  to  do  so,  whatever  it 
has  nromised  to  pay  on  demand.” 

“The  lieutenant  governor  feels  confident  that  with- 
in the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  all  well  disposed 
peonh  will  be  desirous  to  support  the  banks  in  the 
creditable  duty  they  are  performing;  but  as  suction 
from  without  may  possibly  have  the  effect  of  draw- 
ing the  specie  from  their  vaults,  the  lieutenant  go- 
vernor desires  me  to  inform  you,  that  on  his  re- 
ceiving from  the  president  of  any  chartered  bank 
in  Upper  Canada  the  accompanying  declaration, 
signed  by  the  president,  cashier,  and  by  the  major 
part  of  the  directors,  the  lieutenant  governor  in 
council  will  be  prepared  to  assume  the  serious  re- 
sponsibility of  enabling  the  said  banks,  until  thirty 
days  after  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature,  and 
under  certain  restrictions,  to  continue  their  busi- 
ness without  the  necessity  of  redeeming  their  notes 
in  specie. 

The  lieutenant  governor  having  thus  frankly 
stated  the  responsibility  he  has  determined  to  as- 
sume. in  case  the  apprehensions  entertained  re- 
specting tiie  drain  of  specie  should  be  realized, 
wishes  it  to  be  understood,  that  he  confidently  ex- 
pects of  the  banks,  and  of  the  friends  of  provincial 
credit,  that  their  utmost  exertions  will  be  used  to 
avert  a stoppage  of  payment  in  specie,  which,  un- 
il  ;r  any  circumstances,  must  be  considered  as  a 
great  public,  calamity. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  (Signed)  J.  Joseph. 

Form  of  declaration. 

We,  the  undersigned,  president,  directors,  (form- 
ing a majority  of  the  board),  and  cashier  of  the 
bank,  do  hereby  solemnly  declare,  that  in  the  course 
of  the  busin ess  of  the  institution,  and  under  circum- 
stances which  we  could  not  control,  this  bank  has 
actually,  in  the  redemption  of  its  outstanding  bills, 
paid  out  all  the  gold  and  silver  specie  in  its  pos- 
session or  immediate  power — and  that  the  said 
bank,  for  the  bona  fide  want  of  such  gold  and  silver 
specie,  and  for  no  other  cause,  was  forced,  on  the 
day  of  at  the  hour  of  o’clock, 

to  suspend  specie  payments. 

Banks,  bank  capital,  &e.  in  N.  York.  The 
annexed  summary  of  the  circulation  which  the  bank3 
in  the  state  of  New  York — according  to  the  scale 
established  by  the  suspension  law — may  issue,  is 
from  that  highly  valuable  work  Williams’  New 
York  Annual  Register,  recently  published  by  G.  & 
C.  Carvill  Sc  Co.  of  New  York. 


Bank's  and  bank  capital  in  the  several  counties  of 
the  slate  of  New  York,  with  the  amount  of  circula- 
tion authorised  by  the  suspension  law. 


Counties. 

Banks. 

Capital. 

Circulation 

authorised. 

Albany, 

7 

2,401,600 

1,825,000 

Broome, 

1 

]oo,ooo 

150,000 

Cayuga, 

2 

450,000 

425,000 

Chatauque, 

1 

100,000 

150,000 

Chemung, 

1 

200,000 

200,000 

Chenango, 

1 

120,000 

160,000 

Clinton, 

1 

200,000 

200,000 

Columbia, 

1 

150,000 

175,000 

Dutchess, 

3 

1,000,000 

850,000 

Erie, 

3 

1,000,000 

800,000 

Essex, 

1 

100,000 

M0, 00,’ 

Genesee, 

1 

100,000 

160,000 

Greene, 

2 

250,000 

325,000 

Herkimer, 

1 

200,000 

200,000 

Jefferson, 

1 

200,000 

200,000 

King3, 

3 

1,000,000 

800,000 

Lewis, 

1 

100,000 

150,000 

Livingston, 

1 

100,000 

150,000 

Madison, 

1 

100,000 

150,000 

Montgomery, 

1 

100,000 

150,000 

Monroe, 

3 

950,000 

775,000 

New  York, 

24 

20,861,200 

14,100,000 

Oneida, 

4 

1,200,000 

1,000,000 

Onondaga, 

2 

300,000 

350,000 

Ontario, 

3 

800,000 

700,000 

Orange, 

3 

445,660 

: 

Orleans, 

1 

200,000 

200,0!  : 

Oswego, 

2 

400,000 

400,0! 

Otsego, 

2 

220,000 

e>  yy  . 

Rensselaer, 

5 

1,438,000 

1,185,000 

Saratoga, 

1 

100,000 

150,000 

Seneca, 

1 

200,000 

200,000 

Schenectady, 

2 

315,000 

350,000 

St.  Lawrence, 

1 

100,000 

150,000 

Steuben, 

1 

150,000 

175,000 

Tioga, 

1 

200,000 

200,000 

Tompkins, 

2 

450,000 

425,000 

Ulster, 

2 

300,000 

350,000 

Washington, 

1 

100,000 

150,000 

Wayne, 

2 

300,000 

350,000 

Westchester, 

1 

200,000 

200,000 

Yates, 

1 

100,000 

150,000 

Total, 

*99 

$37,301,460 

$29,530,000 

The  above  table  includes  the  Dry  Dock  bank  and 
3 Buffalo  banks,  which  are  at  present  under  an  in- 
junction. The  Lockport  and  Sackett’s  Harbor 
banks  are  not  included,  their  charters  having  been 
repealed. 

The  number  of  the  above  banks  under 
the  safety  fund  is  90.  Amount  of 
capitals,  $32,201,480 

Nine  banks  not  subject  to  the  safety 

fund,  5,100,000 


$37,301,460 

Viz:  Manhattan  company,  Dry  Dock  company, 
Fulton  bank,  North  River  hank,  Delaware  and 
Hudson  canal  company,  Chemical  bank,  Long  Is- 
land bank.  Commercial  bank  Albany,  and  Bank  of 
Rochester. 

The  suspension  bill.  From  the  Albany  Ar- 
gus. The  following  is  the  message  of  the  gover- 
nor, transmitted  to  the  senate  on  the  last  day  of  the 
session,  with  the  bill  “suspending  for  a limited  time 
certain  provisions  of  law,”  &c.  which  resulted  in 
the  passage,  as  recommended,  of  the  amendatory  act 
in  reference  to  bank  balances: 

To  the  senate:  I have  signed  the  hill  entitled  “an 
act  suspending  for  a limited  time  certain  provisions 
of  law  and  for  other  purposes.’?  The  main  provi- 
sions of  the  bill  I consider  of  the  highest  import- 
ance to  the  community  at  large  in  this  crisis,  but 
that  provision  which  requires  the  banks  to  receive 
in  payment  of  debts  due  to  them  the  bills  or  notes 
of  other  banks,  against  which  an-injunction  has  not 
been  issued,  appears  to  me  to  be  unwise,  and  will, 
I apprehend,  defeat  to  a very  great  extent  the 
principal  objects  contemplated  bv  the  bill.  By  the 
operation  of  this  provision  the  banks  will  be  unable 
to  collect  the  balances  against  each  other.  One 
bank  can  pay  its  debts  to  another  in  its  own  hills, 
as  well  as  in  the  bills  of  any  other  bank.  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  that  I should  dwell  upon  tile 
consequences  of  such  a provision.  It  will,  I fear, 
contribute  to  the  depreciation  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium, and  delay  the  period  of  resuming  specie  pay- 
ments. Those  banks  which  make  ellorts  to  put 
themselves  in  a condition  to  do  so,  will  be  prevent- 
ed from  accomplishing  this  very  desirable  object  by 
their  inability  to  collect  the  balances  due  them  by 
other  banks.  It  is  believed  that  the  return  of  the 
bill  now  before  me,  almost  at  the  hour  of  adjourn- 


Mncluding  2 branches. 


ment,  would  necessarily  prevent  any  action  upon 
the  whole  subject,  and  involve  the  speedy  forfeiture 
of  all  the  hank  charters  in  the  state.  To  prevent 
such  a disastrous  result,  1 have  approved  the  bill, 
but  with  the  greatest  reluctance,  on  account  of  the 
provision  to  which  I have  alluded.  I yet  cherish 
the  hope  that  some  act  will  be  passed,  or  provision 
made,  to  modify  this  clause  ol  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  leave  the  banks  with  full  power  to 
enforce  against  each  other  the  payments  of  the  ba- 
lances which  may  accrue  in  consequence  of  being 
obliged  to  take  each  others  bills  from  individual 
debtors.  W.  L.  Marcy. 

Albany , May  16,  1837. 

Earthquake  in  Syria.  The  following  return 
of  the  devastation  caused  by  this  great  convulsion 
of  nature  has  been  prepared  by  the  British  agent  at 
Beyrout: — 


A list  of  towns,  fyc.  destroyed  or  injured  in  Syria  by 
the  earthquake  on  the  first  of  January. 
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Nun 
of  pen 
killed 

** 

El  Gasi 

14 

7 

El  Tara 
Castle  of  Bilad 

12 

Skiff 

600  head  of 

O 

■oats  killed 

Kutus 

The  whole  village 

53 

E-i 

Atron 

do. 

33 

•< 

El  Salha 

do. 

12 

d 

Benthel  Gebhel 

do. 

8 

s 

Miss 

A part 

3 

< 

El  Miliah 

The  whole  city 

Maroon 

do. 

17 

Hasseum 

Three-fourths 

13 

Aim  Nebil 

The  whole  city 

12 

Zicish 

One-third 

8 

c 

Amba 

do. 

3 

Eble  Sakah 

The  whole  city 

100 

El  Matle 

do. 

78 

Albo 

do. 

25 

Memis 

do. 

5 

El  Hearn 

do. 

150 

rt 

Cafar 

do. 

72 

« <( 

El  Hurba 

do. 

5 

CTj 

Debin 

do. 

All  the  inha- 

bitants. 

Ash  an 

do. 

' 

Asbaga 

do. 

Sayera 

do. 

Ei  Etretch 

do. 

El  Shaley 

do. 

r 

EI  Raschamar 

do. 

Topte 

do. 

El  Maga 

do. 

Giatoun 

do. 

Darel  Hata 

do. 

El  Suma 

do. 

Lubia 

Sulti 

do. 

do. 

►Unknown 

a 

o 

Rami 

do. 

ctf 

b FjJ 

Nadris 

do. 

~> 

Usable 

do. 

Ulme  Deeta 

do. 

Mogar 

do. 

Akin 

do. 

Atbar 

do. 

Mah  run 

do. 

Bira 

do. 

Darel  Wafa 

do. 

El  Made! 

do. 

Towns. 

Damascus  | 

4 minarets  and  } 

7 or  8 killed 

some  houses  5 

& wounded. 

Acre 

Fortifications 

do. 

Sidon  ^ 

Houses  greatly  J 
injured  ) 

5 

or  6. 

Saffet 

Destroyed 

4000  to  5000 

Tyre 

Slightly  injured 

Nazareth 

do. 

Mamplous 

Unknown 

Taberias 

Entirely  de-  ^ 
stroyed  j 

About  1,000 

Portuguese  claims.  The  following  letter  has 
been  addressed  by  Mr.  Kavanaugh,  our  charged  des 
affaires  at  Spain,  to  the  lion.  J.  Reed,  M.  C.  from 
IVI  ass* 

Legation  of  the  U.  S.  of  America, 

Lisbon,  20 th  March,  1337. 

Dear  sir:  Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  22d  Ju- 

ly last,  I have  now  the  satisfaction  1o  inform  you 
that  on  the  3d  instant,  after  multiplied  delays  and 
difficulties,  which  were  overcome  by  enduring  pa- 
tience, I succeeded  in  obtaining  from  the  govern- 
ment treasury  notes  in  payment  of  the  claims  of 
your  constituents.  Mr.  Hutchinson,  our  consul. 
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having  power  of  attorney  from  them,  has  acted 
most  efficiently  as  their  special  representative,  and 
forwarded  by  this  same  conveyance  a detailed  state- 
ment of  the  mode  of  settlement.  Please  say  to 
them  that  such  is  the  present  condition  of  the  finan- 
ces, that  immediate  payment  was  totally  out  of  the 
question:  the  scrip  which  they  receive  bears  a 
higher  character  than  any  other  in  circulation  here; 
it  has  been  delivered  to  Mr.  Hutchinson  with  my 
endorsement,  and  he  holds  it  subject  to  their  future 
order. 

The  apparent  loss  in  the  previous  remittance 
arose  from  a miscalculation  of  the  value  of  the 
Spanish  dollar  in  the  agreement  made  on  the  19th 
of  January,  1332:  it  was  then  put  down  at  the 
nominal  par  of  800  instead  of  about  900  reis;  and  it 
has  been  impossible  to  make  any  alteration.  You 
are  aware  that  there  is  very  little  direct  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  this  city,  and  remit- 
tances therefore  are  subject  to  the  general  course 
of  trade.  They  may  be  made  by  purchasing  bills 
or  by  shipping  produce.  Mr.  Hutchinson  will  of 
course  adopt  the  method  most  agreeable  to  the  par- 
ties; and  he  has  it  in  his  power,  from  the  extensive 
transactions  of  his  commercial  establishment,  to  do 
either  on  more  reasonable  terms  than  any  other 
person  at  Lisbon. 

I beg  you  to  accept  renewed  assurances  of  the 
very  high  regard  and  esteem  with  which  I remain 
as  ever,  my  dear  sir,  your  friend  and  obedient  ser- 
vant, Edward  Kavanaugh. 

Hon.  John  Reed,  Yarmouth  Port. 


IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

We  copy  from  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  the 
following  interesting  items,  derived  from  the  annual 
report,  just  printed,  of  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  the  United  States,  for  1836; 

The  gross  amount  in  value  of  imports,  within 
the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  is 
$189,930,035. 

The  amount  of  exports  is  $128,663,040,  making 
an  excess  of  imports  over  exports  of  $61,316,995. 
This  is  an  extravagant  and  unexampled  excess, 
which  could  have  taken  place  only  under  the  very 
remarkable  circumstances,  which  combined  to  pro- 
duce an  unprecedented  expansion  of  credit  and 
of  the  currency,  and  consequently  such  an  unnatu- 
ral advance  of  prices,  as  to  render  this  country  the 
preferable  market  for  almost  every  description  of 
merchandise. 

Oi  these  imports  $92,056,431  were  of  articles 
free  of  duty,  $38,580,166  articles  paying  specific 
duties,  and  $59,343,388  those  paying  ad  valorem  du- 
ties. Among  the  articles  free  of  duty  were  2,231,487 
dollars  in  gold  and  silver  bullion,  $11,169,394  gold 
and  silver  coin;  teas  $9,653,053,  manufactures  of 
silk  $20,331,896,  silk  and  worsted  $3,171,023,  linen 
$8,  71,313,  wool,  not  exceeding  S cents  per  lb. 
$S06,370. 

Oi  articles  paying  ad  valorem  duties  are  woollen 
cloths  and  cassimeres,  $8,326,382,  printed  and  co- 
lored cotton  goods  $12,192,989,  white  do.  2,766,787 
dollars,  silk  goods  from  China  $2,721,180,  earthen 
and  stone  wares  $2,424,514,  indigo  $1,113,577,  wool 
exceeding  8 cents  per  lb.  $463,756.  Paying  spe- 
cific duties,  molasses,  $4,077,322,  wines  of  all  kinds 
4,332,034  dollars,  sugar,  brown,  $11,623,699,  white, 
$890,305,  cigars  $1,058,857,  bar  iron  $4,023,042, 
books  of  all  kinds  $259,331,  black  bottles  $259,554. 

Of  the*  goods  exported,  $21,746,330  were  of  arti- 
cles of  foreign  produce,  and  $106,916,680  domestic. 
Among  the  former  were  gold  and  silver  bullion 
$328,645,  do.  specie  $4,493,350,  teas  $869,164,  cof- 
fee 1,985,176  dollars,  printed  and  colored  cottons 
1,975,156  dollars,  white  do.  $666,871.  su»-ar,  brown 
$2,425,421,  white  $378,318. 

The  exports  of  domestic  produce  were,  of  produce 
of  the  fisheries  $2,666,058,  of  the  forest  $5,361  740 
of  agriculture,  pork  $1,383,344,  beef  $699$  16^ 
flour  3, 572-, 59.9  dollars,  rice,  $2,543,750,  tobacco 
10,058,640  dollars,  cotton  71,284,925  dollars,  manu- 
factures, soap  and  candles  478,310  dollars’,  boots 
and  snoes  $133,471,  household  furniture  $214,046, 
hats  $'  14,012,  cotton  piece  goods,  printed  and  co- 
lored $256,625,  white  $ 1,950,795,  gold  and  silver 
coin  $345,738. 

imports  and  exports  of  1836.  The  value  of  im- 
ports from  England  alone  during  the  year  ending 
the  30th  September  last,  was  $75,761,713,  and  from 
the  British  possessions  $86,022,915.  The  exports 
to  England  amounted  $53,302,483,  and  to  the  Bri 
tish  possessions  $64,437,  631.  The  imports  from 
France  amounted  to  $:'  1,615,417.  The  exports  to 
France  amounted  to  $29,939,100.  The  trade  with 
these  two  countries  and  their  foreign  possessions 
const’ lutes  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  whole  foreign 
trade  of  this  country.  The  exports  to  Great  Britain 
and  her  dependencies,  constitute  half  our  foreign 
exp'  rts,  the  imports  from  that  country  are  not  quite 
in  the  same  proportion.  ’ 


Some  of  the  principal  articles  of  import  from  Eng- 
land are  cotton  goods,  $11,895,134,  woollen  cloths 
and  cassimeres  $8, 563,724,  linens  from  England, 
Scotland  and  Ireland  $ 6,556,49S,  worsted  stuff  goods 
$5,603,555,  hardware  5,581,742  dollars,  silk  goods 
$3,782,863,  earthen  and  stone  ware  $2,403,500, 
gold  and  silver  coin  $2,322,920.  The  principal 
imports  from  France  are,  silk  goods  $15,611,138, 
cotton  goods  $2,199,982,  wines  $1,942,179,  brandy 
$1,109,826,  specie  and  bullion  $4,841,004. 

The  principal  articles  of  export  to  Great  Britain 
are  cotton  $48,902,553,  tobacco  $ 5,202,645.  To 
France,  cotton  $17,519,757,  tobacco  $907,699. 

The  imports  from  Spain  and  its  dependencies, 
were  $19,345,690,  of  which  $12,734,875  were  from 
Cuba,  and  $3,209,043  from  other  Spanish  West 
Indies.  The  imports  from  China  amounted  to 
$7,324,816,  from  Brazil  $6,210,190  from  Mexico 
$5,615,819,  from  the  Hanse-towns  in  Germany 
$4,994,820,  from  Holland  and  its  colonies  3,861,514 
dollars,  and  liom  Russia  $2,779,554. 

From  the  Boston  Courier. 

To  form  some  idea  of  the  progress  of  the  trade  of 
the  country  it  will  be  found  useful  to  compare  the 
amount  of  imports  and  exports  of  the  several  ai tides 
of  merchandise  at  the  present  time,  with  the  move- 
ments of  the  same  articles  at  former  periods.  For 
this  purpose  we  make  a comparison  of  some  of  the 
principal  articles  of  import  in  1830,  with  the  im- 
port of  the  same  articles  in  1825 — a year  when  the 
imports'  and  exports  were  greater  than  in  several 
proceeding  or  subsequent  years. 

The  amount  of  gold  and  siver  coin  and  bullion 
imported  in  1836,  was  $13,400,506,  and  the  amount 
exported  was  $3,978,598,  making  an  excess  of  the 
import  over  the  export  $3,421,903.  In  1825,  the 
amount  cf  gold  and  silver  imported,  was  $6,150,765, 
and  the  amount  exported,  $8,788,958. 

In  1836,  the  quantity  of  codee  imported,  was 
93,790,007  lbs.  valued  at  $9,653,053,  and  the  quan- 
tity exported  16,143,207  lbs.  valued  at  $1,985,176, 
leaving  for  consumption  77,647,300,  valued  at 
$7,687,877.  The  quantity  imported  in  1825,  was 
45, -190,630  lbs.  valued  at  $5,250,828.  This  was 
the  greatest  amount  imported  from  1824  to  1829 
inclusive.  The  amount  exported  was  24,512,568 
lbs.  valued  at  $3,254,536,  leaving  a balance  for 
consumption  of  20,670,062,  and  a balance  of  cost  of 
$1,996,292. 

The  import  of  teas  in  1836  was  16,381,126  lbs. 
of  a value  of  $5,331,486.  The  quantity  exported 
was  1,896,342  lbs.,  of  a value  of  $S69,164,  leaving 
for  consumption  14,484,984  lbs.  at  a cost  of  4,462,322 
dollars.  The  amount  in  value  of  teas  imported  in 
1S25,  was  $3,723,935 — amount  exported,  1,482,141, 
leaving  the  balance  for  consumption  2,246,794. 

The  quantity  of  brown  sugar  imported  in  1836, 
was  181,243,547  lbs.  at  a cost  of  $11,623,699; 
white  sugar,  19,182,578  lbs.  cost  $890,805.  Quan- 
tity exported — brown  30,429,836  lbs.  $2,425,421; 
white  3,782,287  lbs.  $378,318.  The  quantity 
imported  in  1825,  was  brown,  64,489,041  lbs. 
$3,627,240,  and  white,  7,291,4/8  lbs.  $535,290; 
the  quantity  exported — brown,  15,435,563  lbs. 
$1,042,406,  ‘and  white  6,400,406  lbs.  $527,254; 
leaving  lor  consumption  in  1836,  brown,  150,813,71 1 
lbs.  and  white,  6,399,291  lbs.;  and  in  1025,  brown, 
49,044,478  lbs.  and  white,  890,497  lbs. 

The  amount  in  value  of  silk  goods  of  all  kinds 
imported  in  1836,  was  $22,079,002,  and  the  amount 
exported,  $275,885.  The  amount  of  imports  in 
1825,  was  $10  ,271,527,  and  of  exports,  about 
$2,500,000. 

Importofsilkand  worsted  goods  in  1S30, 3,171,023 
dollars;  in  1825,  $625,204. 

Import  of  white  linens  in  1836,  $8,271,813,  and 
exports,  $879,392.  In  1825,  import,  $3,645,125,  ex- 
port, $1,688,873. 

Import  of  broadcloths  and  cassimeres  in  1836. 
$8,926,232;  export,  $254,835.  In  1825,  import 
$5,374,562,  export,  $363,479. 

In  1836,  the  import  of  printed  and  colored  cotton 
goods,  was  $12,192,980,  and  export,  $1,975,156.  In 
1825,  import,  $7,709,830;  export,  $5,105,252.  Of 
white  cotton  goods  the  import  was  only  $2,766,787, 
and  export,  $666,871.  In  1825,  the  import  was 
$3,326,203. 

Almost  the  only  articles  of  commerce  of  which 
the  amount  imported  has  diminished,  are  white 
cotton  goods  and  spirits.  The  first  is  sensibly  re- 
duced by  the  greatincrease  and  improvement  of  the 
domestic  manufacture,  and  the  other  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  consumption.  The  quantity  of  spirits  ma- 
nufactured from  grain  imported  in  1836,  was 
909,228  gallons,  and  the  quantity  manufactured 
from  other  materials,  2,615,060.  The  quantity  im- 
ported in  1825  of  spirits  of  the  first  class,  was 
1,258,834  gallons,  and  of  the  other  3,832,336  gal- 
lons. This  shows  a decrease  of  nearly  one-third  in 
the  quantity  of  spirits  imported,  while  the  amount 


of  coffee,  exclusive  of  exports,  was  increased  nearly 
four  fold;  that  of  sugar  and  silk  goods,  three  fold, 
and  that  of  tea  was  doubled.  These  facts  show 
that  while  there  has  been  a great  advance  in  tile 
use  ofluxuries,  or  an  indulgence  of  more  expensive 
habits  of  living,  the  influence  of  the  ternpgrance 
reformation  has  put  a sensible  check  on  the  con- 
sumption of  ardent  spirits. 


OFFICIAL. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  32. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army, 
Adjutant  general’s  office,  Washington,  May  19, 1837. 

1.  The  circumstances  of  the  frontiers,  and  the  po- 
sitions which  the  troops  are  about  to  assume,  ren- 
dering it  necessary  to  make  an  alteration  in  the  line 
which  heretofore  marked  the  limits  of  the  two  great 
military  divisions,  the  following  line  will  hereafter 
separate  them; — commencing  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi,  thence  up  that  river  to  Cassville,  in  the 
territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  thence  north  to  the  line 
of  demarkation  between  the  United  States  and  Ca- 
nada. All  west  of  that  line  to  be  the  western  di- 
vision, and  all  east  the  eastern  division. 

2.  The  western  division  to  be  commanded  by  bre- 
vet major  general  Gaines;  head  quarters,  Jefferson 
barracks. 

3.  The  eastern  division  to  be  commanded  by  bre- 
vet major  general  Scott;  head  quarters,  Elizabeth- 
town, New  Jersey. 

4.  To  facilitate  the  duties  at  the  division  head 
quarters,  besides  the  two  aides-  de-camp  allowed  to 
each  general,  one  of  the  inspectors  general  will  be 
attached  as  chief  of  the  staff,  to  perform  the  duties 
of  adjutant  and  inspector  general.  Accordingly  in- 
spector general  Wool  is  assigned  to  the  eastern  di- 
vision, and  inspector  general  Croghan  to  the  west- 
ern division.  They  will  report  in  person  at  the 
respective  division  head  quarters,  as  scon  as  they 
shall  be  relieved  from  the  duties  in  which  they  are 
now  engaged.  They  will  receive  and  execute  the 
orders  of  the  commanding  generals. 

5.  To  give  more  immediate  effect  to  the  military 
operations  on  the  frontiers,  the  divisions  will  be 
subdivided  into  departments,  as  follows: 

Department  No.  1.  All  the  country  embraced 
within  the  western  division  above  the  37th  degree 
of  north  latitude. 

Department  No.  2.  All  the  country  within  the 
western  division  below  the  37th  degree  of  north 
latitude. 

Department  No.  3.  The  states  of  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Alabama,  Georgia, 
and  the  territory  of  Florida. 

Department  No.  4.  South  Carolina,  North  Caro- 
lina and  Virginia. 

Department  No.  5.  Maryland,  Delaware,  Penn- 
sylvania, New  Jersey  and  New  York. 

Department  No.  6.  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island, 
Massachusetts,  N.  Hampshire,  Vermont  and  Maine. 

Department  No.  7.  Ohio,  Michigan,  Indiana,  Il- 
linois, and  that  part  of  Wisconsin  territory  embrac- 
ed within  the  eastern  division. 

By  order  of  major  general  Macomb, 

J.  N.  MACOMB,  acting  adj.  gen. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  S3. 

Head  quarters  of  the  ap.my. 
Adjutant  general’s  office,  Washington,  May  22,  1837. 

I.  The  several  companies  of  the  1st  and  4th  regi- 
ments of  artillery,  instead  of  taking  the  positions  in- 
dicated in  “general  order,”  No.  58,  of  1S36, 
will,  as  soon  ns  their  services  are  dispensed  with  in 
Florida,  be  stationed  as  follows: 

The  first  regiment  of  artillery  will  garrison  the 
following  posts: 

1 . Fort  Monroe. 

Company  I.  captain  F.  Whiting,  (brevet  major). 

Company  C.  captain  L.  B.  Webster. 

Company  B.  captain  D.  D.  Tompkins. 

Company  F.  captain  G.  Nauman. 

2.  Fori  Washington. 

Company  E.  captain  H.  Saunders,  (brevet  major). 

3.  Fort  Macon. 

Company  G.  captain  R.  M.  Kirby,  (brevet  major) . 

4.  Forts  Johnson  and  Caswell. 

Company  A.  captain  G.  Porter. 

5.  Fort  Moultrie. 

Company  D.  captain  J.  Dimick. 

6.  Castle  Pinckney. 

Company  H.  captain  D.  1 'an  Ness. 

The  colonel  will  take  postal  Fort  Monroe,  the 
lieutenant  colonel  at  Fort  Severn,  and  the  major  at 
Fort  Mhultrie. 

II.  The  fourth  regiment  of  artillery  will  garrison 
the  following  posts: 

1.  Forts  in  the  harbor  of  New  York. 

Company  E.  captain  M.  M.  Payne,  (brevet  ma- 
jor). 
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Company  F.  captain  L.  Whiting,  (brevet  major) . 

Company  A.  captain  J.  L.  Gardner,  (brevet  ma- 
jor). 

Company  G.  captain  J.  Munroe. 

Company  C.  captain  P.  II.  Galt. 

Company  B.  captain  J.  M.  Washington. 

Company  H.  captain  H.  Brown. 

2.  Fort  Mifflin. 

Company  I.  captain  J.  Erving,  (brevet  major). 

Company  D.  captain  S.  Cooper. 

The  colonel  will  take  post  at  Fort  McHenry,  the 
lieutenant  colonel  at  Fort  Columbus,  and  the  major 
at  Fort  Hamilton. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  general 
commanding-in- chief. 

J.  N".  MACOMB,  acting  adjt,  gen. 


FROM  THE  ARMY. 

An  official  communication  has  been  received  from 
general  Jesnp,  dated  Tampa  Bay,  May  8th,  enclos- 
ing a report  from  lieutenant  colonel  Harney,  the 
commander  at  Fort  Mellon,  on  Lake  Monroe,  in 
which  part  of  the  country  the  great  body  of  the 
Seminole  nation  is  concentrated.  General  Jesnp 
states  that  Powell  will  be  highly  useful  in  bringing 
the  Indians  in,  and  hastening  their  embarkation; 
that  Micanopy,  Jumper  and  Cloud  are  at  Tampa 
with  a part  of  their  people;  that  Ho-la-toochie  is 
collecting  his  people  and  will  be  in  by  the  20th, 
that  Alligator’s  people  were  assembled,  but  dispers- 
ed in  consequence  of  a report  that  they  are  to  be 
executed  as  soon  as  they  place  themselves  in  our 
power.  They  are  re-assembling. 

The  report  of  lieutenant  colonel  Harney  states, 
that  the  chiefs  Co-e-hah-jo,  Tus-kee-ne-hah,  Os- 
sin-yah-holo  (Powell)  and  the  Wild  Cat,  (Philip’s 
son)  arrived  yesterday  with  a great  many  of  their 
warriors  and  women.  Philip  was  too  sick  to  go 
about,  and  did  not  attend,  but  his  son,  a smart  fel- 
low, represents  him.  Sam  Jones  has  not  yet  come 
in,  but  was  expected  last  night.  The  council  which 
they  held  terminated  well.  There  was  not  a man 
present  made  any  objection  to  the  talk  which  Mica- 
nopy sent  them.  His  word  is  law.  Co-e-hah-jo  as- 
sures general  Jesnp,  through  colonel  Harney,  that  he 
has  the  same  talk  now  that  he  had  when  he  was  with 
the  general,  and  begs  that  time  might  be  given  them. 
They  were  hurrying  all  they  could,  and  if  they  are 
not  pushed  every  thing  will  go  on  without  trouble. 
They  are  all  anxious  to  get  otf  as  soon  as  possible, 
but  dislike  to  start  for  Tampa  before  all  their  peo- 
ple assemble.  Sam  Jones  was  at  the  council.  Co- 
e-hah-jo  expects  his  brothers  in  every  hour.  He 
and  Powell  were  with  colonel  Harney,  Powell  slept 
in  the  colonel’s  tent  last  night,  and  they  both  say 
that  it  will  not  be  more  than  a week  before  they  are 
on  the  road  to  Tampa.  Co-e-hah-jo’s  camp  is  about 
twenty  and  Powell’s  about  fifteen  miles  from  Fort 
Mellon. 

Powell  will  join  Co-e-hah-jo,  where  they  will  all 
remain  until  they  start  for  Tampa.  The  camp  is 
on  the  road  to  Tampa.  Co-e-hah-jo  states  that  he 
has  got  strongmen  to  help  him  meaning  Tus-keen- 
e-hah,  PowslI  and  Wild  Cat,  and  that  they  will  all 
put  their  heads  together  to  do  business.  One  of 
the  parties,  (Tuck-e-loch-e-hah-jo,  with  70  warri- 
ors), arrived  in  Co-e-hah-jo’s  camp  last  night. — 
Some  of  his  band  are  yet  behind;  but  as  he  has  not 
all  the  chiefs  hers,  he  will  return  immediately  for 
the  baiancs.  Col.  H.  states  that  he  learns  from 
those  now  present,  that  there  are  not  less  than  2,500 
red  warriors  (good  warriors)  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  not  including  lads,  &c.  or  negroes,  who 
fight  as  well  as  any  in  the  country.  He  states  that 
every  thing  is  going  on  as  well  as  can  be  expected, 
considering  the  nature  of  the  country  and  their 
numbers;  that  no  idea  can  be  formed  of  the  number 
of  the  women  and  children,  and  that  the  chiefs  can- 
not tell  how  many  negroes  they  have  belonging  to 
them.  They  do  not  wish  to  turn  over  the  negroes 
belonging  to  the  whites  until  they  are  about  to  set 
otf  for  Tampa;  as  many  of  them  would  run  away 
before  they  could  be  brought  in.  [Globe. 


CUSTOM  HOUSE  BONDS. 

Custom  house,  Philadelphia,  2Slh  May,  1S37. 

The  subjoined  circular  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  received  this  evening,  is  published  for  the 
information  of  those  concerned; — 

Treasury  department.  May  24,  1837. 

Sir;  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  concerning  the  ex- 
tent of  the  disability  to  obtain  a new  credit  for  du- 
ties, incurred  by  a party  in  a bond  for  duties  which 
is  not  paid  when  due,  I hasten  to  state  that  I have 
taken  the  opinion  ot  the  law  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment on  the  subject.  Their  opinion,  I have  the 
satisfaction  to  inform  you,  is,  that  if  the  payment 
of  the  bond  is  extended,  before  it  falls  due,  there 
cannot  be,  prior  to  the  expiration  of  such  extended 
time,  any  such  default  as  to  prevent  a party  to  it 


from  being  accepted  as  obligor,  or  surety,  in  a sub- 
sequent case;  because,  when  an  extension  of  the 
time  of  payment  has  been  agreed  upon  by  all  the 
parties,  before  the  day  of  payment  named  in  the 
condition,  the  bond  may  well  be  regarded  as  not 
being  “ due ” until  the  expiration  of  such  extended 
time,  and  as  not  being  “unsatisfied”  unless  default 
of  payment  be  then  made.  In  ail  such  cases,  there- 
fore, the  rights  of  the  obligors  in  bonds  so  extend- 
ed, in  respect  to  future  credits  for  accruing  duties, 
will  be  considered  as  not  affected  by  their  existing 
indebtedness.  The  law  officers,  however,  advise 
me  that  the  act  of  congress  is  in  too  explicit  terms 
to  allow  a new  credit  to  a parly  to  a bond,  the  time 
of  payment  of  which  has  not  been  so  extended,  and 
upon  which  an  actual  default  of  payment  has  oc- 
curred, and  the  bond  has  not  afterwards  been  legal- 
ly discharged.  Respectfully,  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sect’y  of  the  treasury. 
James  N.  Barker,  esq.  collector  of  the  customs,  Phil’a. 


CIRCULAR  TO  DEPOSITE  BANKS. 

Treasury  department.  May  17,  1837. 

Sir;  As  the  painful  information  has  reached  this 
department  through  the  public  press,  that  your 
bank  has  suspended  specie  payments,  the  object  of 
this  letter  is  to  learn,  officially,  if  that  fact  has  hap- 
pened; and  to  receive  such  explanations  concerning 
the  reasons  for  it,  and  the  future  course  of  your  bu- 
siness, as  it  will  be  apparent  are  so  important  for 
this  department  to  know,  under  the  existing  liabili- 
ties and  relations  between  you  and  the  government. 

While,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is  deemed  proper  that 
such  indulgences  should  be  granted  by  this  depart- 
ment to  its  former  fiscal  agents,  as  they  may  request 
consistently  with  the  laws  and  with  the  present 
state  of  the  treasury;  it  must  be  apparent,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  nothing  can  be  granted  which  (is 
likely  to  endanger  the  safety  of  the  public  funds,  and 
other  important  public  interests. 

The  imperative  provisions  of  the  act  of  June, 
1836,  make  it  the  duty  of  this  department  to  discon- 
tinue ordering  any  further  sums  of  public  money  to 
be  placed  with  the  deposite  banks,  after  suspending 
specie  payments.  And  hence,  you  are  notified,  that 
no  more  can  be  thus  deposited  in  your  institution, 
provided  such  a failure  to  redeem  your  notes  has 
actually  occurred. 

It  is  also  made  my  duty,  as  soon  as  practicable, 
to  select  other  depositories,  and  place  with  them  the 
money  of  the  United  States  in  your  possession,  as 
well  as  the  accruing  revenue;  but  the  department 
will  endeavor  to  draw  out  the  funds  in  your  hands 
by  warrants  and  transfers,  reasonable  in  their 
amount,  and  in  the  periods  of  their  payment.  Such 
warrants  and  transfers,  it  is  trusted,  you  will  at  all 
times  be  anxious  and  able  to  meet,  in  a manner  sa- 
tisfactory to  all  concerned;  not  only  with  a view  to 
fulfil  Faithfully  your  contract,  and  relieve  the  trea- 
sury and  its  creditors  from  embarrassment  and  los- 
ses, but  to  exonerate  yourselves  and  sureties  from 
consequences  equally  injurious,  inevitable  and  un- 
pleasant. 

I trust,  further,  that  you  will  continue  to  regard 
it  your  duty,  while  any  public  money  remains  in 
your  possession,  to  forward,  regularly,  all  the  re- 
turns and  statements  which  are  required  by  your 
agreement — the  mutual  advantages  from  doing 
which,  cannot  fail  to  be  obvious. 

The  department  will  also  feel  much  obliged,  if 
you  will  furnish,  as  early  as  practicable,  replies  to 
"the  two  following  inquiries,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
in  possession  of  such  intelligence  from  you,  in  an 
authentic  form,  as  will  be  useful  to  the  community 
and  the  states,  and  very  material  for  regulating  pro- 
perly the  future  measures  of  the  treasury.  Those 
inquires  are: 

1st.  Whether  you  expect  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments soon,  and  what  mode  you  propose  to  take 
fully  and  seasonably  to  indemnify,  secure,  and  sa- 
tisfy the  government  and  the  public  creditors  for  any 
breach  of  your  agreement  and  bond? 

2d.  AVhether,  if  you  do  not  expect  to  resume 
specie  payments  soon,  any  particular  time  for  it 
hereafter  has  been  yet  decided  on,  and  what  special 
efforts  or  arrangements  you  intend  to  make  for  that 
very  important  object?  I am,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sect'y  of  the  treasury. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  RELATION  TO  BANKS. 
From  the  Philadelphia  American  Sentinel. 

ADJOURNED  TOWN  MEETING  IN  PHILADELPHIA, 

Assembled  on  Monday  morning,  22d  inst.  at  10 
o’clock,  to  hear  the  report  of  the  committee  of  se- 
ven, who  were  appointed  to  correspond  with  the 
banks. 

The  meeting  was  one  of  the  largest  ever  assembled 
in  old  Independence  square,  and  the  utmbst  harmo- 
ny and  good  feeling  pervaded  the  vast  multitude. 


All  seemed  anxious  to  preserve  the  public  order, 
and  retired  at  the  adjournment  in  peace  and  quiet- 
ness. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  corre- 
spond with  (he  banks,  was  presented  and  read  in  a 
clear  and  distinct  voice  by  William  Thompson. 
The  resolutions  were  afterwards  read  in  a masterly 
manner  by  col.  Robert  M.  Lee,  who  prefaced  them 
with  a few  eloquent  remarks. 

The  resolutions  were  seconded  by  E.  A.  Permi- 
man,  of  Spring  Garden,  in  a forcible  and  eloquent 
manner,  exposing  the  weakness  and  sophistry  of 
the  bank  documents,  and  placing  the  authors  in  no 
very  enviable  light  before  the  public.  He  spoke 
about  half  an  hour  with  energy,  argument  and 
clearness,  and  his  remarks  were  received  with  great 
applause.  The  documents  and  resolutions  were 
then  unanimously  adopted.  John  Farral  then  intro- 
duced a series  of  resolutions,  which  he  sustained  by 
a perlinent  and  eloquent  speech.  The  meeting 
was  subsequently  addressed  by  John  Crossin,  Eli 
Dillin  and  Robert  M.  Lee,  when  the  meeting  ad- 
journed. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  committee; 

Fellow  citizens:  Your  committee,  who  were 
appointed  to  correspond  with  the  banks,  respect- 
fully report: 

That  they  immediately  organized,  and  proceeded 
to  the  subject  matter  of  their  appointment,  by  ad- 
dressing a circular  to  the  various  banks. 

While  your  committee  acknowledge  full  courtesy 
in  their  intercourse  with  the  banks,  they  totally  dis- 
sent from  the  doctrines  promulgated  by  their  dele- 
gates; believing  it  to  be  addressed  to  the  eye,  rather 
than  the  sense — to  the  ignorance  of  the  community, 
and  not  to  ils  reason  or  judgment.  In  the  present 
embarrassment  all  classes  are  effected,  none  are  ex- 
empt from  its  desolating  effects;  yet  the  laboring 
classes  are  distinctly  addressed.  The  bank  of  Ger- 
mantown says,  “that  in  consequence  of  the  foreign 
debt,  owing  by  our  country,  ‘created’  by  excesses 
of  importations,  suspension  of  specie  payments 
seems  ‘to  be  the  only  means  by  which  it  could  be 
retained’  in  the  country,”  And  again  says  the  pre- 
sident, “I  am  fully  aware  that  congress  has  it  per- 
fectly in  ils  power  to  liquidate  the  foreign  debt 
without  the  least  inconvenience.”  Your  commit- 
tee protest  against  the  nation  being  held  responsi- 
ble lor  the  debts  of  individuals.  If  merchants  em- 
bark in  wild  arid  ruinous  speculations,  involving 
themselves  and  families,  your  committee  are  at  a 
loss  to  know,  why  business  and  trade,  road  making, 
ship  building,  and  house  building,  and  all  the  other 
avenues  for  the  accession  of  real  wealth,  should  be 
stopped  for  their  especial  benefit!  much  less,  why 
tlio  gold  ami  eilvor  of  the  nation  should  be  exported 
for  the  purpose  of  liquidating  their  debts!  lour 
committee  conceive  the  banking  system  to  be  a sys- 
tem of  fraud  and  oppression — by  which  the  few 
control  the  entire  prosperity  of  the  country,  depre- 
ciate and  raise  all  the  necessaries  of  life  at  their 
will — and  subject  the  whole  people  to  their  arbitra- 
ry decision  in  obtaining  funds  for  the  prosecution 
of  all  useful  works. 

Your  committee  indulge  the  hope  that  the  pre- 
sent state  of  affairs  will  not  be  without  its  good,  in 
impressing  upon  the  people  the  absolute  necessity 
of  turning  their  attention  to  that  all-important  sub- 
ject, the  banking  system. 

For  a more  lull  expression  of  the  sentiments  of 
your  committee,  your  attention  is  respectfully  invit- 
ed to  the  following  resolutions; 

Resolved,  That  while  we  regard  with  indifference 
and  contempt  the  puerile  style  and  tone  of  the  let- 
ter addressed  by  the  delegates  of  the  banks  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  address  them,  on  behalf  of  a large  as- 
semblage of  citizens,  quite  as  competent  as  them- 
selves to  understand  the  ordinary  operations  of  cir- 
cumstances, which  they  have  pretended  to  explain 
with  such  ridiculous  minuteness;  we  do  still  deeply 
regret  that  their  communication  is  wanting  in  that 
manly,  frank  and  explicit  declaratoin  of  their  pre- 
sent situation  and  future  intentions,  which  the  exist- 
ing state  of  affairs  so  imperiously  demands. 

Resolved,  That  the  citizens  of  the  city  and  coun- 
ty of  Philadelphia,  holding  large  amounts  of  paper 
money  issued  by  the  banks,  have  a right  to  a clear 
exposition  of  their  present  situation,  and  of  their 
ability  and  intentions  to  redeem  their  notes  in  gold 
and  silver,  the  only  legitimate  currency  of  the  coun- 
try. That,  from  the  letter  of  the  delegates  of  the 
banks,  we,  and  all  the  citizens  who  hold  their  pro- 
mises lo  pay,  are  utterly  unable  to  know  whether 
they  are  worth  one  cent,  whether  these  banks  pos- 
sess the  means  of  redeeming  them  with  specie,  and 
whether  they  have  adopted  any  measures  for  the 
resumption  of  specie  payments. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  reasons  given  in  this  letter 
for  ceasinc;  to  pay  their  notes  with  specie,  to  wit: 
that  the  “banks  of  New  York  refused  to  pay  their 
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own  notes  in  specie,”  we  see  one  of  the  strongest 
reasons  ever  presented  to  any  community  for  abo- 
lishing or  reforming  such  a vitiated  system  of  cur- 
rency. The  banks  of  the  city  and  county  have 
now  out,  we  suppose  twenty  millions  of  paper  mo- 
ney, which  was  taken  by  the  people  on  their  pledge 
that  they  would  pay  it  on  demand,  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver; they  now  tell  us  that  they  cannot  do  so,  because 
the  banks  in  New  York  will  not  pay  their  promis- 
es— and,  if  this  reason  is  good,  we  suppose  the  peo- 
ple of  Philadelphia  are  to  keep  this  paper  money 
just  as  long  as  the  banks  in  other  places  choose  to 
pursue  the  same  system — a system  vitally  injurious 
to  the  honest  industry  of  the  largest  portion  of  the 
community. 

Resolved,  That  this  communication  of  the  banks 
is  equally  unsatisfactory,  in  presenting  to  our  citi- 
zens no  plan  for  the  preservation  of  a lawful  circu- 
lating medium  of  less  than  five  dollars;  that  in  their 
refusal  to  redeem  their  five  dollar  notes,  and  their 
refusal  at  the  same  time  to  issue  the  smaller  deno- 
minations of  specie  currency,  we  can  see  nothing 
but  a determination  to  deludge  this  whole  neighbor- 
hood with  spurious  and  constantly  depreciating  pa- 
per tickets,  made  in  notorious  violation  of  the  law, 
and  liable  to  be  easily  counterfeited,  lost  and  de- 
stroyed. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  totally  disapprove  of  the 
existing  system  of  banks,  corporations  and  mono- 
polies, which  has  been  allowed  to  grow  up  in  this 
commonwealth,  to  the  destruction  of  honest  labor, 
and  the  violation  of  private  industry  and  right,  we 
yet  demanded  that  the  provisions  of  the  existing 
laws  calculated  (though  in  our  opinion,  quite  insuf- 
ficiently) to  restrain  these  privileged  institutions 
within  some  bounds,  shall  be  maintained.  That 
these  laws  do  positively  require  every  bank  to  re- 
deem its  notes  in  gold  and  silver,  or  if  it  cannot  do 
so,  that  it  shall  cease  to  issue  anymore  of  its  depre- 
ciated paper,  and  take  immediate  steps  for  collect- 
ing its  property,  and  paying  its  notes.  We  call 
upon  the  banks  to  do  this.  That  those  laws  do  po- 
sitively forbid  any  dividends  to  be  made  among  the 
stockholders  till  all  their  notes  are  redeemed  in  spe- 
cie. We  call  upon  the  banks  to  remember  this, 
and  apply  all  their  profits  to  pay  their  notes.  That 
those  banks  do  positively  forfeit  their  charter,  un- 
less they  resume  specie  payments  in  ninety  days. 
We  call  upon  the  banks  to  remember  this,  and  hon- 
estly apply  themselves  so  to  do.  That  those  laws 
do  positively  forbid  the  issuing  or  circulation  of  any 
paper  ticket,  as  circulating  medium,  under  five  dol- 
lars. We  call  upon  the  banks  and  all  corporations 
to  remember  this. 

Resolved,  That  we  solemnly  call  on  the  delegates 

now  assembled  in  rnnvontlou  *.t  Harriabui^li,  lu  iii- 

irocltice  into  our  new  constitution  the  most  positive 
and  peremptory  provisions  against  the  mad  spirit 
of  creating  banks,  corporations  and  monopolies, 
which  has  heretofore  existed  in  our  state.  That 
the  free  people  of  this  commonwealth  will  not  sub- 
mit to  a system  which,  under  the  color  of  law,  is 
interfering  constantly  with  private  enterprise;  cre- 
ating the  most  sudden  and  unjust  fluctuations  in  the 
value  of  their  property;  opening  the  floor  to  the  most 
pernicious  speculation;  raising  and  depressing,  with- 
out cause,  the  price  of  land,  food  and  labor;  sub- 
stracting  from  us  the  gold  and  silver  acquired  by 
our  industry,  and  scattering  from  one  end  of  our 
state  to  the  other  a paper  currency,  which  those 
who  issue  can  credit,  and  refuse  to  pay,  by  a com- 
bination among  themselves,  at  any  moment  they 
choose. 

Resolved,  That  we  disclaim  all  connection  with 
mere  party  politics,  and  at  this  deeply  important 
crisis  hold  ourselves,  as  free  citizens  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, far  above  all  partisan  connections;  that  we 
know  there  are  many  in  this  vast  assemblage  who 
have,  heretofore  entertained  different  opinions  on 
political  topics;  but  that  we  do  now,*  with  one 
voice,  express  our  approbation  of  that  policy  in  the 
general  government  of  the  United  States  which 
goes  to  uphold  a currency  of  gold  and  silver,  and  not 
a currency  of  paper  money;  that  our  forefathers,  the 
men  who  fought  for  and  sustained  our  liberties,  the 
framers  of  our  constitution,  the  patriarchs  whose 
memory  we  revere,  and  whose  principles  we 
proudly  cherish,  were  hard  money  men;  that  we  are 
determined  to  follow  in  their  footsteps;  that  we 
solemnly  call  upon  the  present  administration, 
manfully,  fearlessly  and  at  all  hazards,  to  go  on 
collecting  the  public  revenues,  and  paying  the 
public  dues  in  gold  and  silver;  we  solemnly  call  on 
them  to  exert  all  their  exertions  in  saving  the 
country  (now  free  from  a national  debt,  a national 
bank,  and  a funding  system)  from  any  return  to 
those  emblems  of  foreign  and  worn-out  monarchies, 
to  preserve  this  present  proud  pre-eminence  of 
their  country;  and  we  do  assure  them  that,  in  so 
doing,  whatever  clamor  they  may  encounter  from 
those  whose  prejudices,  principles,  passions,  or  in- 


terests, have  wedded  them  to  that  false  and  fatal 
system,  they  will  gain,  and  may  rely  upon  in  eve- 
ry emergency,  the  heartfelt  support  of  the  unbought 
yeomanry  of  our  country,  the  laborer,  the  mecha- 
nic, the  workingmen  of  our  cities,  towns  and  villa- 
ges, from  one  end  of  this  vast  republic  to  the  other. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  know  our  rights,  and 
knowing  dare  maintain  them,  we  are  ready  and 
proud  to  vindicate  the  supremacy  of  our  constitu- 
tion and  laws;  that  we  here  pledge  ourselves  to 
support  and  carry  out  our  principles,  but  that  we 
view  with  the  contempt  it  merits  any  insinuation 
that  we  shall  do  so  except  in  that  peaceful  and 
manly  way  which  freemen  in  a free  country  know 
to  be  sufficient,  and  also  know  must  be  successful 
sooner  or  later;  that  we  need  no  tumultuous  assem- 
blage, as  we  fear  no  ridiculous  threats,  but  that  we 
will  meet  and  confer  together,  with  that  freedom 
and  frankness  which  are  demanded  by  the  present 
position  of  affairs,  and  that  we  will  adopt  that 
straight  forward  course  which  the  republicans  of 
America  have  adopted  on  many  an  emergency 
heretofore. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  one  hundred  be 
appointed  by  the  officers  of  this  meeting,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  most  prompt  arid  pro- 
per mode  of  proceeding  against  individuals  and 
corporations  for  violating  the  laws  prohibiting  the 
issuing  and  circulation  of  small  bills,  to  correspond 
with  our  friends  in  other  portions  of  the  United 
States,  to  take  all  legal  measures  in  enforcing  the 
banks  to  pay  their  five  dollar  notes,  and  to  perform 
such  other  duties  as  they  may  deem  proper  and  ne- 
cessary in  the  present  emergency. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  have  authority  to 
call  this  meeting  together,  and  report  to  them,  at 
such  time  as  they  may  deem  it  expedient. 

F.  STOEVER, 

E.  A.  PENNIMAN, 
JOHN  WfLTBANK, 
NATHAN  HALL, 
THOMAS  HOGAN, 
WM.  THOMPSON, 
ROBERT  M.  LEE. 

From  the  Baltimore  Republican. 

GREAT  PUBLIC  MEETING  IN  BALTIMORE. 

Never  did  there  assemble  in  the  city  of  Baltimore 
so  large  and  respectable  a meeting  of  the  bone  and 
sinew,  the  genuine  wealth,  defence  and  patriotism 
of  the  community  as  convened  on  Monday  evening, 
29th  May,  at  Monument  Square,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  present  derangement  of  the  currency 
of  our  beloved  country,  and  to  suggest  its  remedy; 
which  it  will  be  perceived  below  has  its  foundation 
in  the  ballot  box,  and  its  application  in  the  virtuous 
energy  and  nerve  of  the  American  people. 

Mr.  Francis  Gallagher  organized  the  meeting  by 
nominating  the  officers  whose  names  are  appended. 

Mr.  B.  H.  Richardson,  upon  taking  the  chair, 
addressed  the  meeting  in  his  peculiarly,  honest  and 
business-like  eloquence;  and  was  followed,  upon  a 
call  from  the  people,  by  William  P.  Preston,  esq. 
in  a speech,  characterized  by  a vigorous  spirit  and 
fearless  expression,  which  met  its  reply  and  reward 
in  the  concurring  responses  of  the  surrounding 
multitude.  J.  C.  Le  Grand,  esq.  after  some  really 
matter-of-fact  and  appropriate  remarks,  presented 
the  following  preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were 
adopted  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  It  is  im- 
portant to  state  that  a set  of  resolutions  of  an  oppo- 
site character,  recommending  a United  States  bank, 
&c.  were  read  by  their  mover  and  offered  as  a sub- 
stitute, but  upon  the  cries  of  “No!  no!  give  us  the 
first  resolutions!”  were  permitted  peaceably  to  fall 
to  the  ground. 

Whereas  it  is  a privilege  guarantied  to  us  by  our 
bill  of  rights,  to  meet  together  and  deliberate  as  a 
free  and  independent  people  upon  all  subjects  of 
public  interest  (in  the  exercise  and  enjoyment  of 
which,  we  have  this  evening  assembled),  and 
which  right  has  never  been  questioned,  save  by 
those  who  are  conscious  of  their  own  unworthiness; 
and  therefore  unwilling  to  have  their  conduct  exa- 
mined into  by  a reflecting  community. 

And  whereas  commercial  embarrassments  in  all 
the  principal  cities  of  the  union,  extending  by  as- 
sociation of  interests,  the  baleful  consequences  of 
want  of  confidence  and  universal  distrust  to  every 
branch  of  mechanical  and  manufacturing  industry, 
have  prevailed  to  such  an  alarming  extent,  as  to 
make  it  appear  as  an  intended  remedial,  but  in  our 
opinion,  an  unjustifiable  policy  with  the  chartered 
banking  institutions  throughout  the  country  to  sus- 
pend their  specie  payments,  with  a view  of  giving 
such  relief  to  the  trading  community  as  the  exigen- 
cies of  its  increased  and  increasing  demands  for 
moneyed  facilities,  seemed  to  require. 

And  whereas  such  a condition  of  monetary  affairs 
is  as  portentous  as  it  is  illegal  and  unusual,  and 
therefore  becomes  a matter  for  serious,  sober  and 


unprejudiced  reflection;  firstly,  to  trace  these  de- 
rangements to  their  proper  sources,  and,  secondly, 
to  suggest  the  wisest  measures  to  effect  a radical 
cure  of  existing  evils,  and  induce  a return  to  the 
established  usages,  prescribed  by  the  laws  and 
sanctioned  by  experience. 

And  whereas  the  banks  of  Baltimore  having  de- 
termined in  direct  contravention  of  the  laws  of  the 
state  to,  and  have  actually  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments, whereby  the  community  have  been  unjustly 
deprived,  by  depreciation,  to  some  extent  of  their 
savings  consisting  of  notes  of  said  banks; — and 
whereas  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the  measure 
was  prompted  by  a desire  to  uphold  bankrupt  specu- 
lators and  insolvent  brokers  at  the  expense  of  the 
honest  and  industrious  portion  of  the  community, 
it  therefore  becomes  necessary  for  all  opponents  of 
deception  and  legalized  imposition  to  express  their 
disapprobation  of  the  measure; — the  motives  that 
originated  it,  and  the  purposes  which  it  was  intend- 
ed to  serve. 

And  whereas  the  history  of  the  world  presents  no 
instance  of  corruption  to  such  an  extent  in  the  bank- 
ing institutions  of  any  country — such  utter  prosti- 
tution of  good  faith — and  total  recklessness  of  the 
rights  and  property  of  the  people,  as  has  been 
evinced  by  the  late  freconcerted  plan  of  sus- 
sion,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  present  crisis  presents  a struggle  of  the 
virtuous  and  industrious  portions  of  the  community 
against  bank  advocates,  and  the  enemies  to  good 
morals  and  republicanism;  and  therefore,  it  is  the 
duty  of  all  who  are  anxious  for  the  preservation  of 
our  republican  form  of  government,  to  rally  around 
the  standard  which  has  been  reared  as  distinctive  of 
a pure  administration  of  justice  and  the  supremacy 
of  the  constitution  of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  we  heartily  approve  of  the  wise 
precaution  of  the  national  government  in  refusing 
to  receive  in  payment  for  the  public  domain,  the 
notes  of  bankrupt  institutions,  and  we  also  most 
cordially  approve  of  the  firm  resolve  of  the  present 
national  executive,  to  fearlessly  execute  the  laws  of 
the  land,  notwithstanding  the  senseless  clamors  of 
the  British  party  in  this  country  and  England. 

Resolved,  That  the  measures  urged  to  betaken 
by  the  British  bank  party  of  this  country  to  arrest 
the  due  execution  of  the  laws,  are  as  base  as  they 
are  treacherous  to  the  best  interests  of  the  people 
and  permanency  of  our  political  institutions,  and  as 
such  merits  the  reprehension  of  every  lover  of  his 
country.  That  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  merchants  of  New  York  and  Boston 
threatening  to  force  the  officers  of  the  national  go- 
ernment  to  perjure  themselves,  and  violate  the  laws 
which  congress  in  the  discharge  of  its  legitimate 
duties  passed  with  the  view  of  prescribing  the  ex- 
tent of  the  said  officers  discretionary  powers,  pro- 
hibiting, as  they  do,  the  reception  of  the  notes  of 
non-specie  paying  banks  for  debts  due  the  govern- 
ment, are  detestable  in  every  feature,  and  odious  lo 
the  contemplation  of  every  admirer  of  law,  order 
and  common  honesty. 

Resolved,  That  the  remarkable  coincidence  in  the 
stoppage  of  the  different  banks  of  Baltimore,  Phila- 
delphia, New  York  and  other  cities,  clearly  evi- 
dences, that  it  was  the  result  produced  by  the  se- 
cret acts  of  the  direction  of  the  United  States  bank 
— for  no  five  or  six  cities  could  by  mere  accident 
determine  upon  the  same  thing  upon  tile  same  day: 
therefore  this  meeting  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  has  been  produced  with 
a view  of  shielding  from  the  public’s  gaze  the  utter 
insolvency  of  the  United  States  bank,  and  to  bolster 
iqi  at  the  expense  of  the  people  of  this  country  the 
overreaching,  overtrading,  and  broken  down  stock 
jobbers  of  Europe  as  well  as  those  in  our  own 
country, by  affordingan  opportunity  to  remove  from 
the  country  the  specie  which  was  introduced  into 
it  by  wise  and  prudential  legislation. 

Resolved,  That  we  recognize  in  the  banking  sys- 
tem (such,  at  least,  as  it  has  been,  with  a few  ex- 
ceptions, in  this  country),  nothing  but  a well  ma- 
tured system  of  fraud  and  deception; — impoverish- 
ing the  great  mass  of  the  people,  whilst  it  enables 
the  few  to  amass  princely  fortunes  at  their  expense: 
that  its  acts  are  corruptingin  the  extreme,  by  induc- 
ing the  incautious  to  engage  in  unprofitable  specula- 
tions, the  losses  of  which  must  ultimately  be  borne 
by  thepeople;by theiroverissues,  which  necessarily 
terminate  in  the  ruin  of  all  who  are  in  any  many  in- 
terested in  them; — by  encouraging  a factious,  trai- 
torous disinclination  towards  the  republican  com- 
plexion of  our  government;— by  seducing  the  un- 
wary to  deposite  the  result  of  their  earnings  in  its 
creatures,  from  which  it  may  be  taken  without  re- 
sponsibility on  the  part  of  any  one  as  facts  have 
demonstrated.  And,  moreover,  because  the  history 
of  the  present,  and  past,  fully  demonstrates  that 
THEY  ARE  OF  NO  USE  IN  TIMES  OF  EXIGENCY, 
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when,  if  ever,  their  assistance  would  be  most  es- 
sential;— 'Spreading  terror  and  dismay  throughout 
the  community  by  the  means  of  their  hired  and  pro- 
stituted presses,  which  disregard  the  public  welfare, 
provided  they  are  permitted  to  fatten  upon  the 
spoils  which  are  gathered  by  the  hand  of  protected 
corruption. 

Resolved,  That  we  entirely  disapprove  of  the  issue 
of  certificates  on  the  part  of  the  corporation,  as  a 
substitute  for  the  specie  in  use.  And,  that  we 
consider  them  as  having  been  issued  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  well  known  laws  of  the  state; — having 
the  effect  of  enabling  brokers  and  shavers  to  prey 
upon  the  necessities  of  the  laboring  man, — and  fur- 
ther, to  drive  from  circulation  the  gold  and  silver 
of  the  country  as  a preparatory  step  to  its  future 
exportation  to  Europe. 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  treasury  circular 
as  the  very  salvation  of  the  whole  west,  and  as  the 
only  means  of  retaining  in  the  country  the  specie 
which  had  been  drawn  into  it  by  superior  states- 
manship. That  it  protected  the  banks  by  prevent- 
ing them  from  issuing  their  notes  with  the  view  of 
loaning  them  to  land  speculators,  as  the  government 
had  wisely  determined  not  to  receive  them. 

Resolved,  That  we  heartily  concur  in  the  truth  of 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  Daniel  Webster,  in 
the  year  1810,  on  the  floor  of  congress,  that  “the 
framers  of  the  constitution  and  those  who  enacted 
the  early  statutes  on  this  subject,  were  hard  mo- 
neyed men,  they  had  felt,  and  therefore  duly  ap- 
preciated the  evils  of  a paper  medium.  They, 
therefore,  sedulously  guarded  the  currency  of  the 
United  States  from  debasement.  The  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  U.  States  was  gold  and  silver  coin.” 
That  “gold  and  silver  currency  was  the  law  of  the 
land  afi  home,  and  the  law  of  the  world  abroad. 
There  could,  in  the  present  state  of  the  world,  be  no 
other  currency.” 

Resolved,  That  we  place  our  sole  reliance  in  the 
virtue  of  the  people — the  purity  of  our  doctrines — 
and  the  patriotic  firmness  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  and  his  cabinet,  to  relieve  us  from 
the  present  distressed  state  of  affairs  brought  on  by 
the  stock,  gambling,  speculating  part  of  the  com- 
munity,— resolving  as  we  do,  to  render  him  every 
assistance  within  our  power  to  secure  the  country 
from  the  grasp  of  foreign  avarice,  and  domestic 
treason. 

Resolved,  That  the  sentiments  embodied  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia and  Washington  are  worthy  of  freemen; 
and  repugnant  to  none  but  bank  sycophants,  who, 
rather  than  forego  the  gratification  consequent  upon 
the  receipt  of  the  price  of  their  servitude,  would 
sacrifice  their  country,  and  with  it  the  hopes  of 
freedom. 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  efforts  constantly 
being  made  by  Nicholas  Biddle,  president  of  the 
United  States  bank,  and  his  minions,  to  bring  the 
government  under  the  control  of  a moneyed  institu- 
tion, as  deserving  nothing  but  the  severest  condem- 
nation on  the  part  of  all  who  love  the  independence 
of  the  country,  and  understand  their  insidious  move- 
ments to  render  this  country,  with  all  its  resources, 
but  a tributary  to  British  insolence  and  corruption. 

Resolved,  That  we  can  in  no  other  manner  appre- 
ciate the  present  exultations  of  the  bank-party  at 
the  inability  of  the  government  to  meet  promptly, 
with  specie  payments,  all  dues  brought  against  it, 
occasioned  as  it  has  been,  by  the  acts  of  those  of 
their  party  who  acted  as  directors  of  the  banks  in 
which  the  public  moneys  were  deposited,  other  than 
as  emanating  from  principles  similar  to  those  which 
actuated  the  same  party  in  rejoicing  at  the  distress 
of  the  late  war,  and  the  occasional  triumphs  of  the 
invading  enemy. 

Resolved,  That  we  feel  the  fullest  confidence  in 
the  political  integrity  of  our  fellow  citizens  through- 
out the  country,  anil  have  no  fears,  that  they  will 
refuse  to  lend  their  aid  to  the  maintenance  of  moral 
as  well  as  polical  honesty,  which  has  been  so  gross- 
ly outraged  by  the  late  proceedings  of  the  different 
banks,  and  meetings  of  merchants  and  stock-jobbers, 
in  some  of  the  commercial  cities  on  the  Atlantic 
seaboard. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  are  well  aware  from 
its  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  world,  that  there 
never  has  existed  a public  benefactor,  (such  as  the 
late  national  executive),  but  who  has  not  been  sub- 
jected to  the  contempt  and  derision  of  the  ignorant 
and  knavish,  whenever  engaged  in  the  prosecution 
of  any  scheme  calculated  to  render  the  people  more 
happy  and  prosperous;  and  therefore  they  are  not 
surprised  at  the  opposition  that  has  been  kept  up 
against  all  who  have  been  and  are  known  to  enter- 
tain a preference  for  a gpecie  currency,  which  no 
artifice  can  change,  and  which  no  bank  panic  can 
deprive  of  its  value. 

Resolved,  That  we  deem  it  unnecessary  to  request 
the  officers  of  the  different  banks  of  the  city  to  re- 


sume specie  payments;  inasmuch  as  a knowledge 
on  their  part  of  the  desires  of  the  community,  is 
all-sutficient  which  imperiously  demand,  that  a re- 
sumption of  specie  payments  should  be  resorted  to, 
if  not  immediately,  as  soon  as  possible. 

Resolved , That  the  answer  of  the  banks  in  Phi- 
ladelphia to  the  requisitions  of  the  meeting  held  in 
that  city  on  the  15th  inst.  i3  only  a piece  of  shallow 
sophistry,  intended  to  blind  the  people  by  an  air  of 
specious  candor  and  worse  logic,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  no  argument  against  the  redemption  of  notes  of 
the  amount  of  five  dollars,  to  say,  that  such  an  act 
would  drain  the  banks  of  specie,  which  would  soon 
find  its  way  out  of  the  country — and  that  it  would 
be  dishonest  to  pay  the  holders  of  notes  of  5 dollars 
and  not  those  of  10  dollars  and  a higher  denomina- 
tion— because,  1st  as  a matter  of  strict  right  the 
banks  cannot  question  the  object  of  the  holder  of 
the  specie — they  have  no  power  to  withhold  their 
specified  promise  even  if  the  individual  should- 
choose  to  part  with  it  for  foreign  exportation — and 
because,  by  redeeming  their  notes  with  the  smal- 
ler coin,  there  could  be  no  fear  of  exportation,  as 
pieces  of  25,  10  and  5 cents  value  are  not  sent  out  of 
the  country.  2dly,  because  by  retaining  within 
their  own  hands  their  notes  of  five  dollars  as  they 
are  redeemed, — there  can  be  no  danger  of  draining 
their  vaults  by  such  redemption — 3d  it  cannot  be 
dishonest,  by  their  own  showing,  to  redeem  notes 
only  of  the  amount  of  five  dollars,  because  as  they 
themselves  say,  the  notes  of  a larger  denomination 
could  be  exchanged  for  those  of  five  dollars;  thus 
dividing  the  larger  of  their  liabilities  into  a number 
of  smaller  ones. 

Resolved,  That  to  aid  in  the  redemption  of  notes 
of  5 dollars,  the  executive  be  requested  to  direct  as 
far  as  he  has  the  constitutional  power,  the  coining, 
at  the  national  mints,  only  pieces  of  smaller  value 
as  of  5,  10  and  25  cents. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
meeting  be  sent  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  signed  by  the  officers,  accompanied  with  a 
request,  to  use  all  his  constitutional  powers,  to  se- 
cure for  the  people  the  only  currency  recognized 
by  the  constitution. 

B.  H.  RICHARDSON,  president. 
Henry  S.  Sanderson,  J.  J.  Johnson, 

Samuel  Lucas,  Isaac  M.  Denson, 

Richard  Marley,  John  W.  Watkins, 

Vice  presidents. 


Charles  Soran,  } 

Jos.  Ercck,  > secretaries. 

J.  C.  Legrand,  ) 

From  the  Baltimore  Chronicle. 

THE  TOWN  MEETING. 

In  the  hasty  notice  to  which  we  were  yesterday 
obliged  to  confine  ourselves,  we  had  only  leisure  and 
room  to  notice  the  orderly  and  quiet  manner  in 
which  the  proceedings  were  conducted  and  the  ge- 
neral character  of  the  addresses  delivered.  We 
have  since  learned  some  additional  particulars, 
which  will  be  of  interest.  The  resolutions  we  have 
not  seen,  nor  did  we  hear  them,  and,  of  course,  we 
wave  an  expression  of  opinion  as  to  their  temper 
and  doctrine.  We  understand,  however,  that,  be- 
fore the  question  was  put,  and  whilst  a Mr.  Le- 
grand, (a  youth  and  clerk*  in  one  of  the  stores),  was 
upon  the  stand,  the  following  resolutions  were  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Win.  C.  Harris,  as  a substitute  lor 
those  of  Mr.  Legrand. 

Resolved,  That  under  the  present  deranged  state 
of  the  currency,  existing  in  every  section  of  our 
country,  we  will  coolly  and  dispassionately  seek  for 
a remedy,  not  in  the  prostration  of  law,  or  order, 
but  in  the  protection  of  both. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  stand  Dy  the  present  ad- 
ministration, encourage  and  sustain  them  in  the  ef- 
fort to  correct  existing  evils,  and  to  restore  our  cur- 
rency to  its  wonted  healthfulness  and  prosperity. 

Resolved,  That  past  experience  has  taught  us  that 
an  entirer  metallic  currency  at  this  stage  of  our  na- 
tional existence  is  impracticable  and  visionary  in 
the  extreme. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  Of  this  meeting, 
that  a national  bank,  got  up  with  proper  checks 
and  balances,  with  branches  established,  (by  consent 
of  the  states),  in  every  state  of  the  union,  with  its 
issues  founded  on  real  capital,  would  form  a healthy 
circulating  medium  that  would  produce  confidence 
between  the  states,  and  form  a perfect  exchange 
throughout  our  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  banks  in  Baltimore,  by  sus- 
pending specie  payment,  have  only  yielded  to  an 
imperious  decree  over  which  they  have  little  or  no 
control. 


*The  Chronicle  of  Thursday  contains  the  follow- 
ing: A respectable  gentleman  requests  us  to  say 

that  Mr.  Legrand,  the  young  man  who  addressed 
the  late  town  meeting,  is  not  now  a clerk  in  a store, 
but  a student  of  law. 


Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
that  the  corporation  should  recall  the  small  notes 
they  have  in  circulation,  which  only  purport  to  be 
good  to  the  holders  in  payment  of  taxes,  &c.  and 
issue  others  in  their  place,  promising  to  pay  in  cur- 
rent city  bank  notes. 

According  to  all  rule  the  vote  should  have  been 
taken  upon  the  substitute,  first,  but  Mr.  Legrand, 
in  defiance  or  ignorance  of  parliamentary  precedent, 
and  assuming  the  prerogative  of  the  chair,  insisted 
upon  a vote  upon  his  resolutions.  It  was  put,  and 
the  resolutions  most  emphatically  and  distinctly  re- 
jected. Upon  this,  Mr.  Legrand  insisted  there  had 
been  some  mistake,  and  was  about  to  read  his  reso- 
lutions again,  when  the  people  below  the  stand  de- 
clared that  that  was  unnecessary,  as  they  understood 
them  perfectly.  Mr.  Legrand,  then,  (still  usurping 
the  functions  of  the  chair),  again  called  for  the  ayes 
upon  his  resolutions.  A feeble  response  was  made, 
and,  whilst  the  majority  was  waiting  for  a call  for 
the  noes,  Mr.  Legrand  declared  in  a loud  voice  that 
the  resolutions  were  unanimously  carried,  the  can- 
dles were  extinguished  and  the  meeting  adjourned; 
not,  however,  before  a stentorian  voice  was  heard  to 
put  a quaint  resolution  admonishing  every  body  to 
go  home  and  attend  to  his  business.  There  is  not 
the  least  doubt,  that  a very  large  majority  of  the 
meeting  were  entirely  opposed  to  the  resolutions  in 
all  their  phases.  It  has  not  yet  come  to  so  de- 
plorable a pass  in  this,  our  city  of  Baltimore,  that 
either  suspected  renegades  or  hoys  hardly  out  of 
their  teens  shall  take  a leading  part  in  our  public 
assemblages.  The  meeting  on  Monday  was  one  of 
the  most  dignified  assemblies  that  ever  met  in  Bal- 
timore. Its  order — its  respectability — its  open  and 
plain  contempt  of  the  insignificant  drivellers  and 
smatterers  who  addressed  it — and  its  emphatic  re- 
buke of  the  violent  and  insane  spirit  of  the  resolu- 
tions— have  inspired  us  with  increase  respect  for 
the  discrimination  and  intelligence  of  the  great  body 
of  our  people. 

It  is  due  to  Messrs.  Harris  and  Breck  to  publish 
the  following: 

From  the  Baltimore  Patriot. 

Error  corrected.  I perceive  that  erroneous 
statements  have  been  made  in  the  different  papers 
of  our  city,  in  regard  to  the  passage  of  certain  reso- 
lutions ottered  at  a public  meeting  held  at  Monu- 
ment Square  on  Monday  evening  last. 

The  simple  facts  are  these — Mr.  Legrand  offered 
a series  of  resolutions  for  the  consideration  of  the 
meeting,  which  resolutions  I deemed  exceptionable 
in  their  character  and  tendency.  I consequently 
offered  a set  of  resolutions  drawn  up  by  myself  and 
moved  they  be  inserted  after  his  preamble,  as  a sub- 
stitute for  his,  which  were  read  by  me  and  the 
question  on  said  resolutions  taken  by  him,  by  ayes 
and  noes,  and  understood  Mr.  Legrand  himself  to 
say  from  the  stand,  they  are  carried.  Several  sung 
out  at  that  moment,  that  the  substitute  had  been 
passed,  and  others  said  the  people  did  not  under- 
stand it,  and  requested  Legrand  to  put  the  resolu- 
tions distinctly  to  the  meeting,  which  he  did  in 
these  words — “all  who  are  in  favor  of  his  resolu- 
tions first  read,  please  to  signify  it  by  saying  aye,” 
and  pronounced  them  unanimously  carried,  without 
taking  the  negative  at  all.  Thus  ended  the  meet- 
ing. WM.  C.  HARRIS, 

To  the  editor  of  the  Baltimore  Patriot: 

Sip.:  Please  to  state  in  your  columns  of  this  even- 
ing that  I do  not  approve  all  the  sentiments  con- 
tained in  the  preamble  and  resolutions  published  in 
the  Republican  of  this  morning,  purporting  to  be 
adopted  at  the  meeting  on  Monday  evening  last; 
and  to  which,  without  submitting  the  published 
proceedings  for  my  perusal,  my  name  was,  by 
another  person  appended  as  secretary. 

I believe  the  banking  system  that  prevails  in  the 
different  states,  to  be  wrong  in  principle,  and  evil 
in  tendency;  yet  I am  not  prepared,  by  any  public 
act  of  mine,  to  denounce,  even  by  implication,  all 
who  are  connected  with  such  institutions.  Very 
respectfully,  yourob’t  serv’t 

r JOSEPH  BRECK. 


REPORTS  ON  THE  CURRENCY,  &c. 

In  the  Pennsylvania  convention— Tuesday,  May  23. 

MAJORITY  REPORT. 

• Mr.  Russell,  of  Bedford,  from  the  committee  on 
currency,  corporations,  eminent  domain,  £tc.  made 
the  following  report: 

The  select  committee  to  whom  were  referred 
“the  subject  of  the  currency,  colorations,  the  pub- 
lic highways,  and  eminent  domain  of  the  state,”  re- 
spectfully report  to  the  convention: 

That  they  have  had  these  subjects  under  conside- 
ration, and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it 
is  unnecessary  and  inexpedient  to  make  any  altera- 
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tion,  addition  or  amendment  to  the  constitution 
therein,  other  than  those  embraced  in  the  report 
hereto  submitted  by  the  chairman;  and  ask  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subjects  and  documents  referred  to  them. 

J.  M.  RUSSELL, 

C.  CRUM, 

WALTER  CRAIG, 

M.  W.  BALDWIN, 
WILLIAM  L.  HARRIS. 

MINORITY  REPORT. 

Mr.  [ngersoll,  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  from 
the  minority  of  the  same  committee,  made  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  he  read  from  the  clerk’s  table. 

The  minority  of  the  special  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  kindred  subjects  of  currency  and 
corporations,  respectfully  report: 

That  each  of  these  subjects  deserves  a full  and 
distinct  exposition.  But  the  information  of  this  con- 
vention, the  practical  intelligence  of  the  communi- 
ty, and  the  special  warning  of  this  deplorably  in- 
structive crisis,  render  much  argument  unnecessary. 
They  submit  amendments  to"  the  constitution  on 
each  of  these  subjects,  with  the  following  explana- 
tions:— 

First,  of  the  currency:— When  the  present  con- 
stitution of  the  commonwealth  was  adopted,  the 
currency  of  all  these  confederate  states  had  already 
been  confided  to  the  general  government,  which  is 
empowered  by  the  federal  constitution  to  regulate 
commerce,  as  well  foreign  as  among  the  several 
states;  to  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof, 
and  punish  counterfeiting  it.  By  that  constitution, 
likewise,  the  states  surrendered  all  power  to  coin 
money,  emit  bills  of  crenit,  or  make  any  thing  but 
gold  and  silver  a payment  of  debts. 

Sore  from  the  evils  of  paper  money  which  the 
exigencies  of  the  revolution  extorted,  the  funding 
of  whose  greatly  depreciated  obligations  was  one  of 
the  first  causes  of  discontent  and  division  between 
the  speculating  and  substantial  classes  of  the  new 
American  nation,  any  other-standard  of  value  than 
the  precious  metals,  was  earnestly  deprecated  at  the 
outsat  of  the  American  government,  by  all  the  pru- 
dent, the  patriotic,  and  the  industrious;  and  suppos- 
ed to  be  guarded  against  by  adequate  provisions. — 
For  there  is  no  other  standard.  There  can  be  none. 
Every  attempted  substitute  is  delusive,  if  not  frau- 
dulent; a snare  by  which  industry,  morality,  private 
property  and  public  prosperity,  all  suffer  alike.  The 
effort  to  coin  money  out  of  paper,  is  as  absurd  as 
all  alchymy.  Nothing  can  make  a promise  on  pa- 
per to  pay  dollar  equal  to  the  actual  payment  of  a 
dollar;  and  whenever  the  promise  is  by  law  made 
equal  to  the  fact,  the  promiser,  thus  privileged,  un- 
justly gains  at  the  expense  of  all  others  not  so  pri- 
vileged. Great  commercial  operations  are  doubt- 
less accommodated  by  the  use  of  paper,  as  the  sub- 
stitute for  coin,  and  the  credit  system,  as  it  is  call- 
ed, has  its  commercial  conveniences.  But  all  pa- 
per not  immediately  convertible  into  coin,  is  of  no 
value,  and  its  credit  is  merely  fictitious.  The  use 
of  it  is  like  substituting  ardent  spirits  for  solid  food 
as  the  sustenance  of  life;  it  intoxicates,  and  ruins. 

The  reason  now  much  urged  against  hard  mo- 
ney, since  paper  has  been  striving  to  supplant  it, 
that  there  is  not  enough  for  a circulating  medium, 
is  the  very  re'ason  for  its  being  the  exclusive  stand- 
ard. It  is  their  scarcity  that  renders  gold  and 
silver  the  only  true  money.  Iron  is  more  valuable 
for  the  useful  arts  than  either  of  them,  but  because  it 
is  too  plentiful,  therefore  is  not  a standard — and  so 
whenever  money  is  so  plentiful  as  to  depreciate, 
it  becomes  an  evil.  If  a pair  of  shoes  cost  an  hun- 
dred dollars  of  continental  money,  it  is  more  in- 
convenient to  the  seller  and  buyer  than  if  they 
cost  one  dollar  in  silver;  and  if  that  dollar  is  reduced 
to  gold,  it  is  still  greater  accommodation.  Gold  is 
better  than  silver;  silver  than  copper,  and  copper 
than  paper,  because  of  this  relative  scarcity:  so  that 
no  scarcity  of  gold  and  silver  affords  any  reason 
for  superseding  them  by  a paper  circulation.  The 
shocking  vicissitudes  of  an  incontrovertible  paper 
medium  are  but  too  familiar  to  all  experience. 
They  have  cost  this  country  more  than  all  its  wars. 
They  were  the  greatest  difficulties  of  the  revolution, 
and  they  are  at  this  moment  the  most  oppressive,  by 
far,  of  all  the  public  burthens:  They  have  caused 

a calamitous  convulsion.  Accordingly,  the  consti- 
tution of  this  state,  that  of  all  other  states,  and  of 
the  union  of  the  whole,  are  all  predicated  on  a 
metallic  currency:  and  all  the  fundamental  acts  of 
congress  concerning  the  impost  and  the  mint;  in 
short,  the  whole  groundwork  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, is  entirely  laid  on  that  foundation;  and  the 
paper  superstructure  since  raised,  whether  by  the 
several  states  or  the  United  States,  is  an  unforeseen 
usurpation.  When  the  first  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, after  a struggle  still  severer  than  that  which 
introduced  the  stocks  of  the  funding  system,  super- 


added the  fiscal  convenience  of  a national  bank,  be 
did  not  design  or  expect  a paper  currency  to  take 
the  place  of  gold  and  silver.  On  the  contrary  the 
public  records,  the  laws,  treasury  reports,  and  other 
state  papers  of  that  period,  attest  that  gold  and 
silver,  and  really  convertible  paper,  were  the  only 
acknowledged  circulation. 

The  bank  of  North  America,  re-established  by  a 
law  of  Pennsylvania, .before  the  present  constitu- 
tion, after  its  charter  had  been  annulled  by  laws 
both  of  the  United  States  and  this  state,  was  the 
only  American  bank  at  that  time,  unless  theie 
was  one  olher  in  New  England,  of  which  your 
committee  are  not  precisely  informed;  there  were 
in  effect,  no  other  banks.  But  soon  after  the  estab- 
lishment of  a bank  of  the  United  States,  a new  and 
unapprehended  experiment  was  made  by  the  incor- 
poration of  state  banks,  which  have  since  continu- 
ally increased  in  numbers  and  issues,  till  their  pa- 
per lias  become  nine-tenths  of  the  circulating  ine- 
cium,  and  at  last  expelled  gold  and  silver  from  cir- 
culation. The  prevailing"  opinion  has  been  that 
their  notes,  when  not  made  legal  tender,  are  legal 
currency,  and  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  having  lately  so  determined,  we  must  deal 
with  them  as  such. 

Thus,  since  that  constitution  was  adopted,  which 
this  convention  is  to  revise — a power  unprovided 
for  by  it,  and  no  part  of  its  frame  of  government — a 
power  which  controls  value  and  regulates  price,  un- 
foreseen by  either  federal  or  state  constitutions,  be- 
come one  of  our  most  important  institutions,  and 
demands  the  serious  consideration  of  a body  con- 
voked to  reorganize  a government  to  be  summitted 
to  the  people  for  their  approbation.  This  poiver  is 
not  only  a direct  emanation  of  the  sovereignty,  hut 
that  portion  of  it  which  government  hitherto  has 
seldom,  if  ever,  parted  with.  It  is  one  of  its  highest 
if  not  inalienable  attributes.  The  value  of  all  pro- 
perty depends  upon  this  power.  The  wages  of  in- 
dustry are  fixed  by  it:  agriculture,  commerce  and 
manufactures,  all  the  useful  arts,  the  comforts  of 
life  and  the  common  welfare,  the  public  loans,  debts 
and  credit,  are  under  its  control.  The  condition  of 
the  currency  regulates  the  condition  of  every  thing 
else.  The  currency  is  the  life’s  blood  of  the  body 
politic,  which  cannot  be  healthy  but  when  that  is 
sound,  and  must  be  disordered  whenever  that  is 
diseased.  , 

Fortunately  for  the  regulation  of  the  currency, 
th'e  simple  truth  is  practically  familiar  to  every 
child,  that  bank  notes,  when  not  forthwith  convert- 
able  into  gold  and  silver  are  good  for  nothing.  Your 
committee  feel  painfully  relieved  from  the  necessi- 
ty of  proving  this  reality,  by  the  prevailing  recur- 
rence of  one  of  those  periodical  convulsions,  which 
have  grown  in  Irequency  and  intensity,  with  the 
spread  of  the  paper  system.  If  public  sentiment 
should  advance  as  rapidly  for  a short  time  to  come, 
as  it  has  for  a short  time  past,  toward  a correct  un- 
derstanding of  this  subject,  the  evil,  though  deeply 
rooted,  will  be  at  least  much  alleviated,  if  not  al- 
together removed.  At  this  moment,  the  farmers, 
mechanics  and  others  who  rely  on  industry  and 
prosperity,  without  dealingin  false  credit  and  trust- 
ing to  paper  facilities,  are  free  from  trouble,  with 
plenty  of  hard  money.  The  rate  of  interest  is  mo- 
derate among  them,  and  they  scarcely  feel  the 
storm  raging  in  the  provinces  of  speculation,  while 
there  is  intense  distress  wherever  banks,  stocks, 
credit  and  speculation  predominate.  Panic  and 
politics  exaggerate  the  suffering;  but  there  is  no 
doubt  much  of  it:  many  deserving  a better  fortune, 
are  involved  in  the  ruin  of  those,  who  w'itbout  either 
property  or  industry,  gambled  on  borrowed  credit, 
and  are  now  the  most  clamorous,  as  they  are  the 
least  deserving,  to  be  relieved.  Instead  of  imput- 
ing their  difficulties  to  false  credit,  they  charge 
them  to  government,  whose  only  misconduct  has 
been,  that  both  the  states  and  the  United  States  did 
not  sooner  interfere,  and  more  strenuously  urge  the 
restoration  of  the  metallic  currency. 

For  the  calamities  and  the  complaints  of  1819 
were  just  like  the  present;  and  those  of  1825  much 
the  same;  and  so  they  will  continue  while  ever  the 
sovereignty  is  shared  with  a few  interested  indivi- 
duals, whether  sole  or  incorporated,  enjoying  the 
power  of  substituting  paper  for  coin,  and  making 
any  thing  plenty  or  scarce,  as  such  individuals 
choose.  This  is  the  cause,  the  great  and  only 
original,  and  the  pervading  cause  of  all  the  trouble. 
There  may  be  aggravations  of  it.  Your  committee 
are  not  disposed  to  deny,  that  the  peculiar  fiscal 
condition  and  the  corresponding  acts  of  the  federal 
government,  may  not  have  increased  the  suffering. 
But  those  acts  are  as  indispensable  as  medical  treat- 
ment to  violent  distempers;  the  real  cause  of  com- 
plaint is,  that  such  interference  was  put  olfso  long; 
nothing  but  government’s  rescinding  the  sovereign 
power  of  regulating  currency,  which  has  been 
usurped  from  it,  can  never  permanently  cure  the 


disorders  the  country  suffers,  in  which  resumption 
the  states  are  called  upon  to  perform  a most  im- 
portant part,  since  it  is  now  settled  that  state  bank 
notes  are  lawful  money. 

The  intimate  commercial  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  which  by  the  im- 
mense cotton  trade  and  other  connexions,  render 
that  country  and  this  almost  one  commercial  na- 
tion, have  aggravated  the  present  convulsions  by 
the  involvement  of  the  English  banking  and  com- 
mercial interests  with  ours.  The  bank  of  England, 
with  government  sanction,  disclosed  forty  years 
ago  the  perilous  secret,  that  banks  may  dispense 
with  hard  money,  and  substitute  a paper  credit, 
which,  for  a time,  will  seem  to  be  prosperity;  the 
prolific  source  of  ultimate  debt,  confusion  and  dis- 
tress. Possessed  of  that  secret,  our  banks  have  fol- 
lowed their  example  in  pushing  the  paper  system 
to  a despotic  supremacy,  till  like  all  despotisms, 
we  see  at  this  crisis,  fallen  to  pieces  by  its  own 
overaction.  The  banks  of  England  and  this  country 
united  last  year  in  stimulating  overtrading,  the  in- 
variable result  of  over  issues,  till  our  importations 
of  their  merchandise  exceed,  by  sixty  millions  or 
more,  our  means  to  pay  for  them;  while  scarcely 
less  than  this  sum  of  debt,  was  adventured  by  bank 
borrowers  in  speculations  at  home,  from  Ouiscon- 
sin  to  New  Orleans,  in  every  thing  real  and  personal 
that  could  be  bought  and  monopolized. 

No  law  can  create  capital  at  a stroke,  which  is 
the  slow  growing  offspring  of  industry  and  liberty 
alone.  But  discount  banks  counterfeit  capital,  the 
stimulant  of  morbid  and  mischievous  speculation, 
more  intoxicating  than  all  the  intemperance  to 
which  men  are  addicted,  and  more  disastrous  than 
all  the  vice  and  immorality  that  are  chargeable  to 
intemperance.  Preposterous  luxury,  insolvency, 
and  crime  are  the  certain  followers  of  the  bank  ma- 
nia— a system  of  stupendous  gambling  supersedes 
and  derides  regular  occupation.  Plethora  brings 
on  want,  unnatural  plenty,  unnatural  scarcity , prices 
so  high  that  the  working  classes  were  pinched  for 
food,  then  all  at  once  so  low  that  nothing  but  a bad 
currency,  speculation  and  monopoly  can  account 
for  such  sudden  vicissitudes;  the  most  devouring 
usury,  controversy  and  litigation,  panic,  clamor, 
convulsions,  and  at  last  the  unlawful  refusal  of  the 
banks,  in  a time  of  profound  peace,  to  redeem  their 
notes  in  good  money — these  have  been  the  rapid 
events  of  the  last  few  months:  with  eighty  millions 
of  gold  and  silver,  and  abundance  of  every  thing 
needful  for  prosperity  and  content,  large  portions 
of  our  people  are  in  a revolutionary  state  of  dis- 
quiet and  excitement,  are  reduced  to  want  and  mad- 
dened with  disappointed  hope. 

The  commercial  classes,  those  indulged  favorites 
of  American  government,  for  whom  navies,  foreign 
wars,  and  large  expenditures  have  been  cheerfully 
maintained  by  the  agricultural  and  mechanical 
classes;  and  the  manufacturing  class,  whose  en- 
couragement has  been  so  costly,  have  all  a perfect 
right  to  protection:  as  it  is  for  the  common  welfare 
that  every  class  should  be  rendered  prosperous.  But 
no  class  has  a right  to  supremacy;  much  less  has 
any  individual  or  a few,  the  least  right  to  privileges 
at  the  expense  of  all  (he  rest  of  the  community. 
Banks,  with  all  their  privileged  connexions  and  de- 
pendents, ought  to  he  placed  on  a footing  with  the  in- 
dustrious, producing  and  unprivileged,  who  ask  for 
nothing  but  liberty,  equality,  and  a government  of 
just  law,  as  the  elements  of  a common  prosperity. 
Vicious  speculation  should  be  restrained  by  vigo- 
ous  and  independent  legislation.  Whereas,  un- 
happily and  dishonorably,  it  is  legislation  that  au- 
thorises speculation  and  gambling  to  supplant  the 
precious  metals  by  paper,  and  has  inflicted  that  de- 
gradation by  which  the  country  is  now  suffering 
the  disasters  of  a currency  not  much  better  than 
that  of  the  revolution,  against  w'bich  all  our  early 
institutions  so  sedulously  guarded.  Rooted,  as  dis- 
count banks  are,  in  our  habits  and  business,  it  is 
perhaps  impossible  to  remove  them  altogether;  and 
we  must  he  content  with  more  meliorations  of  a 
bad  system.  But  it  can  be  safely  affirmed  that  there 
is  not,  never  was,  and  cannot  be  any  such  bank 
without  public  mischief.  The  banking  system  be- 
gan with  the  bank  of  Venice  as  a place  of  safe  de- 
posite,  but  not  of  discount  or  loan,  and  stood  profita- 
bly on  that  foundation  for  six  hundred  years.  So 
was  the  bank  of  Amsterdam,  for  a century  and  a 
half,  a safe  and  profitable  bank  of  deposite  merely; 
and  so  is  the  bank  of  Hamburgh.  The  original 
and  right  office  of  a bank  is  to  keep  money,  not  to 
lend  it;  still  less  to  lend  mere  credit  by  promissory 
notes,  instead  of  money,  and  still  less  to  lend  the 
credit  derived  from  keeping  money  not  belonging  to 
the  bank. 

The  principal  gains  of  all  discount  banks  pro- 
ceed from  doing  what  courts  of  justice  punish  as  a 
fraud,  viz:  using  trust  funds.  The  discovery  # ot 
this  fraud  ruined  the  bank  of  Holland.  The  bank 
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of  England  was  established  as  a temporary  relief 
to  government,  and  though  allowed  to  discount,  can 
hardly  be  considered  a discount  bank,  inasmuch  as 
most  of  its  profits  are  derived  from  other  means, 
and  much  of  the  discount  loans  of  England  arc- 
left  to  other  bankers.  The  bank  of  Scotland  has 
flourished  for  one  hundred  and  forty  years  on  the 
charter  of,  lirst,  the  responsibilty  of  every  stock- 
holder for  all  the  liabilities  of  the  bank;  not  merely 
personal  responsibility,  but  also  process  of  attach- 
ment; secondly,  interest  paid  on  deposites;  thirdly, 
allowing  deposites  to  be  overdrawn  on  payment  of 
interest;  and  fourthly,  giving  credits  on  cash  ac- 
counts. On  such  a charter,  the  bank  of  Scotland 
has  maintained  its  credit  unimpaired,  upon  the 
more  responsible,  prudent,  and  therefore  safer  basis, 
while  that  of  England,  chartered  about  the  same 
time,  and  banking  with  all  the  advantages  of  the 
government  deposites,  without  individual  responsi- 
bility, has  been  often  in  jeopardy,  seldom,  if  ever, 
able  to  pay  all  its  debts,  for  a long  time  under  the 
total  eclipse  of  suspension  of  coin  payments,  until 
it  has  become  so  questionable  an  institution  for 
public  good,  that  by  its  last  renewal,  the  capital 
was  reduced,  the  period  of  recharter  was  reduced, 
and  the  bank  accepted  it  on  the  condition  of  being 
obliged  to  surrender  it  on  short  notice.  American 
banks,  unfortunately  taking  the  bank  of  England 
for  their  model,  have  pushed  the  discount  scheme 
in  its  most  vicious  principle,  to  ruinous  excesses, 
until  the  banking  mystery  is  exploded,  and  the 
bubble  has  burst  so  often,  that  every  body  now 
knows,  and  every  one  feels,  that  bank  notes  are 
never  payable,  but  merely  promissory;  that  banks 
are  almost  always  insolvent,  and  their  directors,  the 
mere  holders  by  sufferance  of  a precarious  permis- 
sion to  mimic  tire  sovereignty  of  state,  by  a mockery 
which  emergencies  never  fail  to  put  and  end  to, 
but  which  always  explode  with  commotion,  panic 
and  great  inconvenience. 

The  whole  theory  and  practice  of  American 
banks  are  false  and  pernicious.  Their  first  act  be- 
ing to  lend  trust  money,  left  with  them  to  keep; 
their  next  misconduct  is  to  issue  mere  promissory 
notes,  instead  of  gold  and  silver  money,  which 
notes  do  not  represent  such  money.  Then  they 
make  loans  of  ficticious  credit,  by  secret  and  arbi- 
trary discounts,  increased  or  decreased  with  no  re- 
gard to  public  good.  The  holders  of  their  unpay- 
able. notes  calling  on  them  for  money,  the  banks 
oblige  their  debtors  to  the  pay  what  they  have  bor- 
rowed; thus  without  any  system,  at  one  time  gorg- 
ing the  community  with  false  plenty,  at  another 
straitening  it  with  supposed  want  (as  six  months 
ago  there  was  actually  no  W'ant  of  food,  though 
prices  indicated  dearth,  and  at  present  when  in  the 
midst  of  plenty  of  money  there  is  none)  distressing 
all  with  either  too  much  or  too  little  of  the  means 
of  livelihood.  Again,  bank  loans  such  as  they  are, 
are  not  made  to  those  who  want;  to  the  industrious 
mechanical  classes,  but  to  the  speculating  and  ex- 
travagant; often  by.  bank  directors  to  themselves, 
with  which  to  grind  the  needy,  by  usurious  lending 
again,  or  to  other  unworthy  favorites.  The  labori- 
ous and  frugal  are  rarely  assisted,  but  those  who 
are  stimulated  to  live  beyond  their  income  and  pur- 
sue a course  of  folly,  luxury  and  insolvency. — 
Nine-tenths  of  them  become  insolvent,  for  there  is 
not  one  prize  to  a thousand  blanks  in  the  bank  lot- 
tery, and  by  their  assignments  almost  always  se- 
cure the  bank,  leaving  other  creditors,  friends,  and 
even  their  own  families,  to  destitution  and  ruin.  It 
is  mainly  through  bank  influence  that  courts  of 
justice  have  been  brought  to  sanction  those  unjust 
preferences,  which  have  now  become  part  of  the 
established  law,  although  condemned  by  a whole 
class  of  our  people  as  dishonest.  Banking  and 
other  corporations  have  the  best  means  to  fortify 
themselves  with  the  first  professional  talents,  so 
that  laws  are  both  made  and  administered  to  their 
advantage;  and  by  a sort  of  priority  in  the  pay- 
ment of  debts,  equal  to  government  prerogative, 
they  take  rank  of  all  other  creditors.  A report  to 
the  senate  of  this  state,  made  the  15th  January, 
1821,  b.v  a committee,  of  which  the  chairman  was 
an  intelligent  merchant  of  Philadelphia,  declares, 
that  had  it  not  been  for  the  practice  so  universally 
prevalent  among  merchants,  of  securing  the  banks, 
for  the  sake- of  endorsers,  banking  would  lone:  since 
have  been  abandoned  as  an  unprofitable  trade. — 
The  whole  of  the  bank  system  is  an  imposition  and 
loss;  and  it  may  be  allirmed,  that  those  despots 
who  recoined  hard  money  and  reissued  it  with  an 
increased  nominal  value,  in  order  to  replenish  their 
treasuries,  did  not  inflict  as  great  injustice  on  their 
subjects,  as  we  scourge  ourselves  with,  by  yielding 
the  sovereignty  of  the  state  to  the  few,  thus  irre- 
sistibly tempted  to  depreciate  money  and  property, 
tax  industry,  and  distress  the  community. 

It  is  a gross  delusion,  of  which  it  is  high  time  to 
isabuse  the  public,  that  our  banking  system  is  the 


spring  of  those  rapid  improvements  and  advances 
in  commerce,  manufactures  and  the  useful  arts, 
which  distinguish  England  and  the  United  States 
beyond  ail  oilier  countries.  The  parentage  of  these 
improvements,  is  liberty  united  with  labor.  Credit 
can  but  lend,  while  industry  always  gives.  And 
bank  credit  never  even  lends,  without  encumber- 
ing its  debtors  with  mortgages,  and  hypothecations. 
The  goods,  towns,  roads,  canals  and  other  creda- 
tions  which  we  too  often  ascribe  to  credit,  are 
really  due  to  work;  to  that  incessant  labor  which 
freemen  delight  in;  whose  chief  pleasure  is  con- 
stant employment.  All  banks  might  be  struck 
from  existence  without  disadvantage  to  it.  Tile 
aid  they  afford  to  enterprise  is  always  encumbered 
with  onerous  securities,  quickly  and  mercilessly 
exacted.  Individual  assistance  by  loans  from  capi- 
talists would  be  much  more  serviceable.  Bank 
resources  can  not  be  greater  than  the  aggregate 
means  of  the  community,  and  all  capitalists  would 
be  lenders,  it  banks  were  not  privileged  to  mono- 
polize loans.  They  make  a spefcious  credit  the 
counterfeit  of  capital,  a sort  of  volcanic  capital, 
always  on  the  point  of  explosion,  every  time  it 
bursts,  diminishing  confidence  in  banks,  which 
must  soon  be  altogether  exhausted  of  credit  with 
ail  who  take  any  heed  from  experience.  There 
are  few  now  living  who  have  not  had  more  than 
one  serious  warning  that  discount  loans  cost  more 
and  yield  less  than  individual  loans;  and  that  in- 
stead of  being  a succor,  they  are  fetters  to  enter- 
prise. 

This  imperfect  view  of  American  banking  has 
been  confined  exclusively  to  an  exposition  of  its 
disadvantages  in  its  departures  from  that  metallic 
basis,  which  is  the  only  true  standard  of  value, 
whose  coinage  and  regulation  do  not  belong  to  the 
government  of  this  or  another  state,  but  have  been 
surrendered,  as  was  before  shown,  to  the  govern- 
ment of  these  United  States.  In  such  view,  the 
bank  last  chartered  by  Pennsylvania,  formerly  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  is  to  be  considered  only 
as  the  largest,  most  lasting,  most  privileged,  and 
therefore  most  dangerous,  of  those  magizines  of 
mere  credit,  which  inconsiderate  state  legislation 
has  given  rise  to.  The  capital  of  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land is  about  fifty  millions  of  dollars;  that  of  Ire- 
land about  fourteen  millions;  that  of  Scotland  be- 
tween six  and  seven  millions;  that  of  France  about 
eighteen  millions.  So  that  the  capital  of  that  state 
bank  of  United  States  is  much  larger  than  that  of 
any  other  bank  in  the  world,  in  proportion  to  the 
population  which  it  was  created  to  supply  with 
funds;  and  is  believed  that  it  never  has  been  able 
to  employ  more  than  five  millions  of  dollars  in  this 
state.  It  has  fallen  like  all  the  other  banks  in  the 
present  convulsion  of  exploded  credit;  utterly  inca- 
pable of  realizing  the  promised  ends  of  its  establish- 
ment, notwithstanding  uncommon  privileges  con- 
ferred by  the  state,  and  a capital  large  enough  to 
have  resisted  successfully  those  alleged  interferen- 
ces and  irregularities  of  the  federal  government 
which  the  friends  of  the  American  banking  system 
assign  as  the  causes  of  its  present  prostration.  It 
may  be  conceded  that  those  causes  are  not  without 
some  effect,  without  in  the  least  degree  affecting 
the  argument  which  aims  to  show  tile  utter  insuffi- 
ciency of  that  system.  That  system  is  elementally 
and  essentially  false;  and  the  only  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  the  federal  government,  it  may  be 
repeated,  is  that  it  did  not  begin  sooner  and  more 
strenuously  to  enforce  specie  payments,  not  only  at 
the  land  offices,  but  at  the  custom  houses,  and  for 
all  the  public  dues.  Such  resumption,  however  se- 
vere, must  take  place;  and  allowed,  as  it  seems  the 
states  are,  to  contribute  a large  proportion  of  the 
currency,  much  of  the  difficult,  the  painful,  but  in- 
dispensable duty,  devolves  upon  them.  It  is  not 
for  this  convention  to  prescribe  measures  of  relief 
for  the  present  calamity.  That  is  the  office  of  le- 
gislation. But  it  is  incalculably  important  that  the 
new  constitution  should  be  fortified  with  the 
strongest  provisions  that  can  be  incorporated  with 
it,  in  conjunction  with  the  federal  government,  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  and  continuance  of  such 
evils.  In  common  with  the  whole  United  States, 
this  state  is  now  suffering' the  most  distressing  crisis 
of  a disordered  currency. 

The  great,  first,  and  pervading  cause  of  that  dis- 
order is  departure  from  the  specie  basis;  and  the 
whole  strain  of  this  review  of  the  subject,  avoiding, 
as  much  as  possible,  those  exciting  topics,  which 
have  become  party  politics;  and  as  such  infuse 
themselves  into  all  discussion,  has  been  to  demon-' 
strate  that  to  restore  the  specie  standard,  and  re- 
duce the  bank  supremacy,  is  the  obvious,  the  only, 
and  the  infallible  remedy.  The  last  has  been  a ter- 
rible year  for  this  country;  more  so  than  any  one 
that  has  preceded  it,  since  the  independence  of 
these  United  States;  distressing  at  home,  and  dis- 
graceful abroad.  It  will  require  many  years  of 


prosperous  production  to  repair  the  banking  lava- 
ges of  the  two  last  years  at.  home,  and  a long  tract 
of  time  to  recover  tire  American  character  lost 
abroad. 

The  mode  of  living  introduced  by  the  imposing 
facilities  of  bank  credit,  must  be  reformed  altoge- 
ther; and  with  the  general  return  to  at  least  some- 
thing like  the  less  ostentatious  habits  of  the  days 
of  hard  money,  it  is  tiie  first  interest  of  this  leading 
state  to  restore  that  sterling  standard.  The  manu- 
factures, internal  improvements,  mineral  wealth, 
commerce  and  agriculture  of  Pennsylvania;  in 
short  the  whole  industry  of  the  commonwealth,  re- 
quire that,  above  all  things,  as  their  great  conser- 
vative protection.  Accordingly,  the  articles  propos- 
ed by  your  committee  as  amendments  to  the  con- 
stitution, contemplate  that  object  as  the  deliverance 
and  restoration  of  the  currency. 

The  legislature,  at  the  first  session  under  the 
amended  constitution,  shall  declare  by  law — 

First.  That  there  shall  be  no  bank  in  this  state 
after  the  year  1842,  with  a capital  exceeding 
millions  of  dollars,  and  that  all  bank  char- 
ters may  be  always  altered  or  repealed  by  law. 

Second.  That  no  hank  shall  issue  or  discount 
notes  until  the  entire  capital  of  such  bank  is  paid 
into  and  held  by  the  bank,  of  which  at  least  one- 
third  shall  be  gold  or  silver. 

Third.  That  no  bank  shall  ever  discount  notes 
for  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  beyond  the  amount  of 
its  capital  actually  paid  and  held  as  aforesaid;  nor 
shall  any  bank  ever  divide  more  than  seven  per 
cent,  per  annum  of  profits  among  its  stockholders. 

Fourth.  That  no  bank  shall  buy  bank  notes, 
stock  of  any  kind,  or  property,  whether  real  or  per- 
sonal, for  profit,  or  sell  gold  or  silver. 

Fifth.  That  no  bank,  by  the  gradual  surpression 
of  all  bank  notes  for  less  than  twenty  dollars,  shall 
issue  any  such  notes  alter  the  year  1841. 

Sixth.  Prohibiting  all  preferences  by  insolvent 
debtors  in  favor  of  banks,  and  the  endorsers,  draw- 
ers, and  all  others  interested  in  notes  discounted  oi? 
held  by  any  bank;  so  that  in  case  of  insolvency,  no 
bank  shall  have  preference  or  priority  in  payment 
of  debts. 

Seventh.  Rendering  all  the  stockholders  of  banks 
liable  in  their  private  property  for  the  debts  and  li- 
abilities of  their  banks,  and. liable  by  process  of  at- 
tachment of  such  property,  whether  held  by  them- 
selves or  others. 

So  extensive  a review  as  the  foregoing  of  the  cur- 
rency, although  much  abridged  of  what  it  might 
and  perhaps  ought  to  be,  lenders  it  indispensable 
that  the  notice  of  corporations  should  be  brief  and 
summary.  They  are  kindred  subjects,  and  as  far 
as  the  power  of  legislation  is  concerned,  much  of 
what  is  said  of  the  former  a.pplies  to  Ihe  latter.  If 
the  principles  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  the  bill  of  rights  attached  to  each  and  all  of 
the  several  state  constitutions,  are  to  be  faithfully 
carried  out  in  practice;  if  these  charters  of  American 
liberty  and  equality  are  realities,  things,  not  mere 
words,  all  corporations,  especially  of  perpetuities, 
conferring  privileges  for  gain,  are’ unrepublican  and 
radically  wrong.  For  the  moment  that  two  or  more 
individuals  are  associated  by  act  of  law,  and  endow- 
ed with  privileges  which  do  not  belong  to  them  as 
individuals,  all  natural,  social  and  political  equality 
is  destroyed  for  their  advantage,  and  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  rest  of  the  community.  Equality  is  put 
an  end  to,  and  an  aristocracy  is  created;  which,  al- 
though without  titles,  must  be  inconsistent  with  the 
genius  and  principles  of  free  institutions.  The  on- 
ly fou  ndation  of  republicanism  is  equality  of  rights, 
equality  ol  duties,  and  equality  of  responsibilities. 
And  it  may  be  questioned  whether  any  laws  which 
assume  inequality  as  the  basis  of  their  provisions, 
are  within  the  scope  and  trust  of  republican  legisla- 
tion. They  may  be  called  laws,  enacted  as  such, 
and  administered  as  such;  but  they  do  not  proceed 
from  the  delegated  authority  of  republican  legisla- 
tors, and  are  no  more  laws'  than  the  rescripts  of  a 
Roman  emperor,  or  the  ordinances  of  any  other 
absolute  monarch. 

Corporations  introduced  as  sanctuaries  of  liberty, 
and  checks  upon  monarchy,  have  become  the  mere 
fortresses  of  property.  At  the  period  of  adopting 
the  first  constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  they  were  so 
little  known  in  practice  that  it  was  thought  neces- 
sary to  invest  the  legislature  will)  expressed  power 
to  grant  them,  and  it  is  well  known  that  similar  au- 
thority was  deliberately  withheld  by  its  framers 
from  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  Thus, 
the  numberless  and  multifarious  charters  that  have 
been  granted  by  the  present  constitution  of  this 
state,  are  the  creatures  ofa  constructive  power,  both 
novel  and  questionable.  They  are  all  a compro- 
mise of  the  principle  of  equality  with  that  of  pro- 
perty. Whatever  power  is  given  (o  a corporation  is 
just  so  much  power  taken  from  the  state,  in  deron-a- 
tion  of  the  original  power  of  the  mass  of  the  com- 
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inunity,  and  violative  of  the  equality  of  every  indi- 
vidual not  incorporated.  Should  no  check  be  put 
on  the  present  i'acilities  and  habits  of  incorporating 
individuals  for  lucrative  purposes,  that  system  of 
extensive  and  provident  legislation,  which  guarded 
against  the  accumulation  and  perpetuity  of  proper- 
ty by  primogeniture  and  entail,  will  be  completely 
annulled,  and  the  tenure  of  property  carried  back  to 
a system,  not  feudal  in  its  military  features,  but 
much  more  strict  and  lasting  than  feudal  tenure. 
Liberty  remains,  freedom  of  speech,  of  action,  of 
the  press,  of  religion,  and  of  acquiring  property; 
but  equality  is  rapidly  disappearing  in  the  posses- 
sion, distribution  and  transmission  of  it.  It  may  be 
asserted  with  truth,  that  property  is  more  equally 
divided  and  held  in  France,  than  in  Pennsylvania, 
where,  though  personal  titles  abound,  yet  property 
privileges  are  much  less  common  than  here.  The 
impolicy  is  patent,  of  transferring  to  the  instrumen- 
tality of  corporations  those  creations  of  the  useful 
arts,  for  which  individual  industry  is  so  much  more 
competent  and  cheap.  Association  never  creates 
capital,  as  often  supposed,  though  it  is  no  doubt 
useful  in  amassing  it;  that  is  to  say,  in  uniting  the 
means  of  many  individuals,  for  accomplishing  pur- 
poses beyond  the  means  of  any  one.  But  whenever 
an  association  is  chartered  with  special  privileges, 
the  common  equality  is  destroyed,  and  it  may  well 
be  questioned  whether  republican  legislation  is  au- 
thorised by  its  trust  to  grant  such  charter.  Labor 
performed  for  corporations  is  like  (he  labor  of 
slaves,  more  expensive  and  less  productive  than  free 
labor.  Individual  interest  anti  industry  are  much 
surer  impulses  than  those  of  corporation  agencies. 
And  here  again  it  is  proper  to  notice,  not  with  cen- 
sure but  regret,  that  the  courts  of  justice  in  this  j 
country  have  not  controlled  the  predominance  of 
corporations.  The  common  law  respecting  them  is 
simple  and  satisfactory.  Incorporation  gives  to 
many  men  no  dispensation  from  law,  (except  their 
peculiar  privileges),  which  is  not  the  equal  if  not 
the  better  right  of  every  man;  and  it  is  the  settled 
law  that  corporate  powers  cannot  be  carried  beyond 
the  columns  of  its  grant.  Yet  such  has  been  the 
social  and  political  influence  of  corporations,  that 
every  day  they  assume  constructive  powers,  tran- 
scending their  charters  witli  perfect  impunity;  and 
few,  if  any,  are  the  instances  in  which  any  Ameri- 
can court  of  justice  has  ever  exercised  the  authori- 
ty, said  to  belong  to  courts  of  justice  alone,  of  an- 
nulling a charter  or  rebuking  abuses  of  it.  The 
great  business  of  legislation  of  late  years,  has  been 
to  grant  charters,  and  no  considerate  man  can  reflect 
without  mortification  on  the  means  by  which  they 
are  accomplished,  the  purposes  to  which  they  are 
too  often  applied,  the  manner  of  their  organization, 
their  number  and  their  influence.  Thoroughly  im- 
pressed as  your  committee  are,  with  well  consider- 
ed doubts  of  the  constitutionality  of  many,  and  a 
strong  conviction  of  the  impolicy  of  most  of  them, 
they  have  no  hesitation  to  avow,  as  will  be  obvious 
to  this  convention,  that  the  articles  proposed  to  be 
incorporated  in  the  constitution  are  designed  to  ren- 
der it  much  more  difficult  than  at  present  to  procure 
an  act  of  incorporation  at  ail;  so  that  hereafter  no 
such  act  shall  take  place  without  the  most  cogent 
necessity.  C.  J.  1NGERSOLL, 

WILLIAM  BROWN, 

C.  MYERS, . 

MARK  DARRAH. 


ABUSES  OF  BANKING. 

Extract  from  the  report,  of  the  bank  committee  of  In- 
vestigation. 

THE  LOCKPORT  BANK,  NEW  YORK. 

Illegal  and  highly  improper  practices  appear  to 
have  taken  place  at’ the  Lockport  bank,  and  such  as 
are  deemed  to  require  a particular  consideration. 
In  the  first  place,  notes  received  at  the  bank  paya- 
ble at  other  places,  when  remitted  to  the  place  o( 
payment  and  returned  dishonored,  besides  cost  of 
protest,  and  legal  charges,  postage  and  all  disburse- 
ments are  required  of  the  payer  of  the  paper.  The 
practice  is  supposed  to  be  wrong.  It  is  not  easily 
understood  why  banks  should  receive  expenses 
which  would  not  be  claimed  by  individuals,  and 
which  are  not  legally  collectable. 

It  appears  by  the  testimony  of  Joseph  C.  Baker, 
a merchant  in  the  village  of  Lockport,  that  some 
time  in  the  summer  of  18.36  he  presented  to  L.  C. 
Woodruff,  the  teller  of  the  Lockport  bank,  now 
cashier,  a note  for  #200,  made  by  a man  of  the 
name  of  Taylor,  and  endorsed  by  Baker’s  brother. 
Woodruff" purchased  the  note  at  a discount  of  #20, 
and  gave  him  his  check  for  the  money  on  the  bank. 

Some  time  last  spring  he  presented  at  the  bank  to 
George  Field,  then  cashier,  a note  of  #300  for  dis- 
count. Field  purchased  the  note  in  the  back  room 
of  the  bank  at  a rate  above  seven  per  cent,  per  an- 
num. The  writer  does  not  recollect  the  precise 
rate. 


On  the  21st  day  of  May,  1S36,  Asa  W.  Douglass 
had  a note  of  $4,000,  of  which  he  was  the  maker,  at 
the  Fanners’  and  Mechanics’  bank  at  Albany;  to 
pay  which  note  he  applied  to  the  Lockport  bank 
for  a discount  and  to  buy  a draft,  which  the  cashier 
declined  doing.  Field,  the  cashier,  then  agreed  he 
would  take  up  the  note  if  Douglass  would  give  him 
a note  made  by  himself,  endorsed  by  Charles 
Mitchell,  and  payable  at  the  Fanners’  and  Me- 
chanics’ bank  in  Albany  in  thirty  days,  and  also 
$200  as  a premium.  In  pursuance  of  the  arrange- 
ment, Douglass  gave  the  said  Field  the  note  of 
$4,000  as  required,  and  $200  in  money.  The 
$4,000  note  was  paid  by  Douglass  at  maturity. 
The  foregoing  transaction  took  place  in  the  back 
room  of  the  bank. 

Courtland  Rouse,  a farmer  of  Pendleton,  in  the 
county  of  Niagara,  in  ttie  month  of  January,  1836, 
had  a note  for  $600,  dated  on  the  6th  of  January, 
1836,  and  payable  in  six  months  from  date,  at  the 
Lockport  bank,  which  was  a business  note.  He 
presented  said  note  at  the  counter  of  the  bank,  and 
requested  the  cashier  to  discount  it.  The  cashier 
told  him  that  tffi’bank  was  “up  to  the  hub,”  and  he 
could  not  do  it.  In  reply  to  an  inquiry  of  Rouse, 
he  said  he  had  no  money,  and  that  Woodruff"  had  ■ 
none.  He  then  turned  to  leave  the  bank,  when 
Woodruff  spoke  to  him,  (aside),  and  asked  him 
what  note  he  had  got,  and  if  he  would  like  $500  for 
it,  and  said  he  would  give  that,  it  he  could  not 
do  any  better.  Rouse  left  the  bank,  and  afterwards 
saw  Woodruff  at  his  boarding  house;  where  it  was 
agreed  that  said  Wookruff  should  buy  the  note,  and 
give  $500.  He  went  with  Woodruff  to  the  bank, 
who  there  paid  him  $500  from  the  drawer  in  the 
I bank  from  which  money  is  taken  when  discounting 
notes.  About  three  months  after,  Woodruff  fold 
Rouse  he  had  been  obliged  to  sell  the  note  to  Field 
for  about  $550. 

Some  time  about  the  1st  of  March,  1836,  the  said 
Rouse,  at  the  bank,  requested  Field  to  discount  a 
note  for  $100.  Field  said  it  was  impossible  to  do 
it.  Woodruff,  the  teller,  then  asked  him  what  he 
would  ask  for  his  note,  and  told  him  he  would  give 
$90,  and  could  not  give  anymore;  that  he  could  do 
as  well  with  his  money  as  to  give  $90  for  a $100 
note  due  in  three  months,  and  that  if  he  concluded 
to  accept  his  offer  he  might  call  at  his  boarding 
house.  He  called  accordingly;  Woodruff"  bought 
the  note  and  gave  but  $90;  he  said  he  had  brought 
the  money  from  the  bank.  The  note  was  after- 
wards sued  and  collected  in  the  name  of  the  Lock- 
port  hank. 

These  transactions  afford  a striking  example  of 
the  injustice  and  oppression  of  usurious  practices. 
In  consequence  of  being  shaved  out  of  $100  on  the 
first  note,  Reuse  was  compelled  to  pay  a usurious 
discount  on  another  note,  equal  in  amount  to  his 
loss  on  the  first,  and  pay  a usurious  bill  of  costs. 
Thus  the  necessities  of  this  farmer  were  taken  ad- 
vantage of  to  extort  at  least  $1 50,  the  hard  earned 
fruits  of  his  labor. 

Isaac  Price,  of  (he  village  of  Lockport,  about  the 
1st  of  May  last,  had  a note  of  $750  and  a note  of 
$ 500,  which  fell  .due  about  that  time  at  the  Lock- 
port  bank.  He  went  to  the  bank  and  presented 
two  other  notes  to  be  discounted,  one  of  $1,000, 
payable  in  sixty  or  ninety  days  at  the  said  bank, 
with  interest,  made  by  Thaddeus  Stone,  endorsed 
bv  Alonza  S.  Prentice  and  Asa  W.  Douglass,  dated 
9th  of  April,  1S36;  the  other  lor  $500,  payable  at 
the  Lockport  bank,  with  interest,  due  in  six  months, 
made  by  A.sa  W.  Douglass,  endorsed  by  Thaddeus 
Stone  arid  A.  S.  Prentice,  dated  11th  April.  The 
notes  were  presented  for  discount  at  the  bank, 
which  were  refused,  and  the  cashier  said  that  the 
bank  was  up  to  the  limits  of  its  charter.  Some 
days  afterwards  Field,  the  cashier,  sent  word  to 
Price  to  come  to  the  bank  to  fetch  the  notes,  and  he 
would  try  and  do  something  for  him.  He  went  to 
the  bank;  Field  took  him  into  the  back  room,  took 
the  notes,  and  after  figuring  on  them  for  some  time, 
he  told  Price  he  would  take  the  notes  at  a discount 
from  their  face  of  $130.  Price  said  “it  is  too  hard, 
but  shall  be  obliged  to  do  it,”  and  accepted  the  pro- 
position. The  cashier  and  Price  then  went  into 
the  banking  room,  where  he  paid  him  about  $1,370 
for  the  notes,  a part  of  which  was  paid  by  the  two 
notes  before  mentioned,  which  amounted  to  about 
$1,278,  and  the  balance  in  money. 

Some  time  in  March,  1836,  Enos  Steele,  a mason, 
of  the  village  of  Lockport,  presented  at  the  counter 
of  the  Lockport  bank,  fordiscount,  a note  for  $500, 
daled  about  that  time,  payable  in  four  months,  made 
by  a Mr.  Cunningham,  and  endorsed  by  John 
Cronkhite,  and  some  others.  The  cashier.  Field, 
bought  said  note,  and  paid  four  hundred  and  fifteen 
dollars,  and  no  more.  The  money  was  paid  at  the 
counter  of  the  bank,  and  taken  from  the  drawer. 

On  or  about  the  1st  of  July  last,  Lester  Nelson 
had  a note  of  $500  due  at  the  Lockport  bank,  and 


called,  with  two  notes,  both  signed  by  David  A. 
Thompson;  one  of  $700,  payable  at  the  Lockport 
bank  in  three  months;  the  other  $300,  payable  in 
four  months  at  the  same  place,  which  he  presented 
at  the  bank  and  requested  the  cashicrto  discount  one 
or  both  of  them,  to  enable  him  to  lake  up  his  $500 
note,  when  due,  which  was  refused.  George  Field, 
the  cashier,  then  told  him  fo  go  to  Mr.  Shepard,  or 
some  other  person,  and  get  the  notes  shaved.  After 
some  time,  he  told  him  he  (Field)  had  money  which 
he  could  use  for  buying  notes,  and  if  Nelson  could 
not  do  any  better,  he  would  give  him  nine  hundred 
dollars  for  the  two  notes;  which  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  sum  of  $900  paid  for  the  notes  of  $1,000,  which 
were  on  interest.  This  transaction  took  place  in 
the  bank,  during  the  banking  hours.  In  payment 
of  the  $900  Field  gave  up  the  $500  note  before 
mentioned,  paid  him  $100  in  money,  and  gave  him 
his  check  on  the  bank  for  $300,  payable  in  thirty 
days.  The  $300  note  not  being  paid  at  maturilj', 
was  sued  in  the  name  of  the  Lockport  bank. 

Several  other  cases  of  a similar  character  will  ap- 
pear from  an  examination  of  the  evidence. 

It  appears  from  the  testimony  of  Lathrop  Fel- 
lows and  Lyman  A.  Spaulding,  highly  credible 
witnesses,  who  swear  positively  to  the  fact,  that 
the  Lockport  bank,  from  .September  last,  has  been 
in  the  constant  and  regular  practice  of  receiving  in 
payment  of  debts  due  the  bank,  and  deposites,  the 
bills  of  the  Washtenaw  bank,  in  the  state  of  Michi- 
gan, of  the  denomination  of  eight  dollars.  Mr.  Fel- 
lows says  that  he  is  a merchant,  and  that  his  depo- 
sites have  frequently  been  in  Michigan  money,  of 
the  Washtenaw  bank,  a part  of  which  was  eight 
dollar  hills;  that  the  officers  of  the  bank  have  in  all 
instances  received  such  eight  dollar  bills,  both  in 
payment  of  demands  due  the  bank,  and  also  in  de- 
posite  by  him.  Lyman  A.  Spaulding  says,  that  since 
October  last  the  Lockport  bank  has  received,  in  the 
regular  course  of  business,  eight  dollar  bills  of  the 
Washtenaw  bank,  in  Michigan,  tie  received  quan- 
tities of  said  bills,  and  put  them  in  circulation  in 
September  last,  and  in  September  and  October  he 
redeemed  large  quantities  at  the  Lockport  bank, 
and  again  put  them  in  circulation.  That  the  pack- 
ages of  bills  contained  5’s,  8’s  and  10’s,  on  said 
Wastenaw  bank.  Afterwards  the  bills  would  again 
get  into  the  said  Lockport  bank;  he  would  go  to 
the  bank  and  receive  them,  and  again  put  them  ia 
circulation. 

Spaulding  made  an  arrangement  with  the  bank 
of  Washtenaw  for  a quantity  of  their  bills,  fives, 
eights  and  tens,  to  enable  him  to  buy  wheat,  in  the 
month  of  September  last;  which  bills  he  paid  out  in 
the  course  of  his  business.  He  had.  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  Lockport  bank  to  exchange  once  a 
week  their  own  or  other  current  bills  for  such  notes 
on  the  Washtenaw  bank  as  said  Lockport  bank 
mightreceive  in  each  week  in  the  course  of  business. 
During  the  week  Spaulding  would  deposite  in  the 
hank  such  current  money  as  he  received,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  week  he  drew  out  his  deposites  by 
taking  Washtenaw  bills,  provided  the  bank  had  re- 
ceived enough  of  them  to  meet  the  whole  of  his  de- 
posites; but  if  the  hank  had  not  taken  enough  fer 
that  purpose,  he  let  the  balance  remain  till  the  end 
of  the  next  week.  The  eight  dollar  bills  were  re- 
ceived in  the  regular  course  of  business,  and  were 
returned  to  Spaulding,  who  again  put  them  in  cir- 
culation. The  cashier  testifies,  that  the  bank,  by 
its  officers  and  agents,  has  been  in  the  habit  of  re- 
ceiving eight  dollar  bills  on  the  Washtenaw  bank, 
in  deposite  and  in  payment  of  debts  due  the  bank. 

It  appears  from  the  testimony  of  Lauren  C.  Wood- 
ruff, the  cashier,  that  the  protests  have  been  made 
under  the  band  and  seal  of  a notary  public,  but  the 
papers  have  been  made  out  by  a clerk  in  the  bank 
by  the  name  of  Dryer,  under  the  direction  of  the 
cashier.  In  the  forepart  of  1836,  James  W.  Brown 
was  the  notary.  Some  time  in  the  spring  Alexan- 
der T.  Eaton  was  appointed,  who  has  since  that 
time  been  the  notary,  neither  of  whom  was  a stock- 
holder in  the  hank.  As  the  cashier  testifies  (hat 
“in  the  forepart  of  1836,  James  W.  Brown  was  the 
notary  under  whose  name  the  notes  were  protest- 
ed,” and  that  since,  “Alexander  Eaton’s  name  has 
been  used,”  and  that  he  “will  expect  to  receive 
#75  or  $100  per  year  for  the  use  of  his  name,”  the 
presumption  is  that  the  notaries  signed  and  sealed 
blanks  to  be  filled  up  and  used  by  the  cashier  or 
clerk,  as  occasion  might  require. 

The  cashier,  Woodruff",  testifies  that  there  was 
an  arrangement  between  him  and  Eaton  as  to  pro- 
testing and  fees;  he  was  to  do  all  the  business,  and 
relieve  Eaton  from  all  responsibility  as  notary  pub- 
lic. The  notary  was  to  go  to  the  bank  and  sign  pa- 
pers, and  all  the  fees  were  to  be  carried  to  the  credit 
of  Eaton,  but  he,  Woodruff,  was  to  have  a liberal 
compensation  for  doing  the  business.  There  was 
never  any  specific  arrangement  what  proportion  he 
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was  to  receive,  “but  supposes  Eaton  expects  to  re-  ] 
coive  tor  the  use  of  his  name  as  notary  #75  or 
#100  per  year.”  The  fees  for  protesting  have 
been  50  cents,  and  25  for  each  notice.  The  whole 
amount  of  fees,  from  January,  1836,  to  7th  March, 
1837,  is  #2,856  70.  The  casiiier,  Woodruff,  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  bank. 

Some  time  last  summer,  Oliver  C.  Bradley  left 
four  or  five  notes  at  the  Lockport  bank  for  collec- 
tion, and  they  were  protested  and  returned  to  the 
said  Bradley.  There  had  been  additional  names 
placed  on  tile  back  of  the  said  notes  while  remain- 
ing in  the  bank,  and  additional  fees  charged  lor  pro- 
testing such  additional  names,  which  additional  pro- 
test fees  were  paid  by  the  said  Bradley  to  the  officers 
of  the  bank.  The  additional  names  were  stricken 
out  with  a pen  before  the  notes  were  returned.  The 
notes  left  at  the  bank  while  George  Field  was  cashier 
had  had  his  name  put  on  them,  and  since  Wood- 
ruff was  appointed  his  name  has  been  placed  on 
them.  The  witness  who  testifies  to  these  facts 
says,  “lie  believes  that  in  almost  all  cases  there  were 
some  other  names  on  the  notes,  supposed  to  be  the 
teller  or  clerk’s  names.”  Twenty-five  cents  addi- 
tional fees  was  charged  for  each  of  these  names. 
The  foregoing  particularized  notes  were  not  the 
property  of  the  bank,  and  the  additional  names  were 
placed  there  without  the  direction  or  knowledge  of 
the  owner. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Bayce  has  acted  as  the  attorney  to  the 
Lockport  bank  for  the  last  year.  Nathan  Dayton 
is  his  general  law  partner — both  directors.  Their 
attorney  fees  since  the  first  of  January,  1836,  up  to 
the  7th  of  March,  1337,  have  amounted  to  $6,073  44 
It  is  believed,  though  not  verified  by  legal  proof, 
that  some  fifty  suits  have  been  commenced  in  favor 
of  the  Lockport  bank,  tiie  costs  of  which  are  not 
contained  in  the  above  amount,  which  would  amount 
to  from  $ 1,500  to  $2,000  more. 

There  being  a clear  and  palpable  forfeiture  of  the 
charter,  besides  numerous  usurious  and  improper 
practices,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
case  requires  legislative  action,  and  therefore  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  repeal  its  charter. 


MR.  BEN  TOM  AND  THE  PRESIDENCY. 
From,  the  Missouri  Argus  of  the  '6th  of  Miry. 

Louisville,  April  13/A,  1337. 
Hon.  Thomas  II.  Benton: 

Dear  sir:  The  undersigned  members  of  the  de- 
mocratic party  of  Louisville,  having  been  informed 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  a portion  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  to  have  your  name  placed 
before  the  American  people  as  a candidate  for  the 
presidency  at  the  election  of  1S40,  have  thought 
proper  to  address  you  this  letter  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  the  information,  whether  or  not  you  will 
accept  the  nomination  of  any  thing  else  than  a na- 
tional convention  of  the  demorcatic  party.  We 
have  not  the  honor  of  a personal  acquaintance  with 
you,  but  we  have  long  known  and  admired  your 
political  course — your  firm,  unflinching  support  of 
the  administration  of  Andrew  Jackson,  and  of  de- 
mocratic principles.  We  therefore  feel  confident 
that  you  will  not  allow  yourself  to  be  made  a tool 
of  the  opposition  for  the  purpose  of  dividing  and 
distracting  the  democracy  of  the  union,  and  ruining 
the  splendor  of  the  brilliant  victory  we  have  at  last 
so  nobly  achieved  after  a twelve  years  war. 

We  subscribe  ourselves,  very  respectfully,  your 
friends  ami  fellow  democrats, 

John  Sebastian,  Peter  H.  Withers , 

Samuel  Jenkins,  lames  Russel  Hallam, 

George  R.  Clark, 

Hon.  Thomas  II.  Benton,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

St.  Louis,  April  25th,  1837. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant, 
was  duly  received,  and  I answer  it  without  delay 
for  the  jiurpo.se  of  relieving  the  apprehensions  which 
you  seem  to  entertain. 

I presume  you  had  not  seen,  before  you  wrote  lo 
me,  the  letter  and  toast  which  I sent,  in  answer  to 
an  invitation,  to  the  managers  of  the  inauguration 
dinner  at  Tammany  Hall,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
on  the  4th  day  of  March  last,  otherwise  you  might 
not  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  have  addressed  to 
me  the  inquiries  with  which  I have  been  honored. 

I kepi  no  copy  of  that  letter,  and  have  not  seen 
it  since  it  was  written;  but  the  toast  which  went 
with  it  and  grew  out  of  its  contents,  was  in  these 
words:  “ Martin  Van  Burcn,  president  elect  of  the 
United  States:  May  his  administration  be  auspicious 
to  his  country,  and  may  his  re-election  be  a matter  of 
FORM,  and  not  of  CONTEST .” 

This  toast  fully  expresses  my  sentiments  in  re- 
lation to  the  next  presidential  election,  and,  of 
course,  presents  a full  answer  to  all  the  inquiries 
personal  to  myself  which  you  have  addressed  to  me. 

I am  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  re-election  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  supposing  his  administration  to  give 


| satisfaction  to  the  republican  party,  (of  which  I 
have  no  doubt),  and  that  without  reference  lo  his 
own  inclinations,  of  which  I know  nothing,  and 
without  regard  to  my  personal  feelings  in  his  favor, 
which  can  have  no  inlluence  in  a case  of  this  kind, 
but  wholly  and  entirely  for  public  reasons,  and  be- 
cause 1 believe  his  re-election  will  be  for  the  public 
good . 

I have  been  sixteen  years  in  the  senate  of  the 
United  States,  and  during  all  that  time  the  county 
has  been  agitated,  and  the  public  business  lias  been 
injured,  by  contests  for  the  presidency,  forced  upon 
us  by  individual  ambition  and  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States,  and  embittered  and  complicated  by  divisions 
and  dissensions  among  ourselves.  It  will  be  for 
the  public  good  that  we  should  have  a truce  from 
this  turmoil,  at  least  for  eight  years  to  come;  and  if 
the  democratic  party  can  now  take  it  as  a point 
settled  that  we  are  to  re-elect  Mr.  Van  Buren,  or 
rather  that  he  is  to  be  our  candidate  for  re-election, 
(for  the  United  States  bank  party  will  be  sure  to 
have  their  candidate  in  the  field),  we  shall  be  free 
from  all  distraction  in  our  own  ranks,  and  shall  be 
able  to  give  our  undivided  attention  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  public  business— the  counteraction  of 
mischievous  machinations,  and  the  preservation  of 
the  systems  which  general  Jackson  has  left  us. 

These  are  my  views.  I am  for  harmony  and 
union;  and,  so  far  as  I am  concei n :d,  the  demo- 
cratic party  shall  be  harmonious  and  united,  not 
only  in  1840,  but  as  long  as  I live. 

Respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 
THOMAS  H.  BENTON. 

Messrs.  John  Sebastian,  Peter  LI.  Withers,  James 
R.  Hallam,  Samuel  Jenkins  and  George  R.  Clarice, 
Louisville,  Kentucky. 


SPEECH  OF  J.  M.  BERRIEN,  OF  GEORGIA. 

At  the  recent  convention  of  the  states  rights  partv 
of  Georgia,  J.  M.  Berrien  was  elected  president, 
and  thus  addressed  the  convention: 

We  have  arrived  at  a fearful  crisis  in  the  politi- 
cal condition  of  these  states.  The  rights  won  by 
the  gallantry  of  our  fathers,  in  the  battle  fields  of 
the  revolution,  they  thought  they  had  secured  by  a 
written  constitution,  in  which  it  was  intended  to 
define  with  clearness,  the  powers  which  it  confer- 
red. In  the  earlier  periods  of  the  government,  the 
spirit  of  patriotism,  purified  as  it  had  been  amid 
the  struggles  of  our  recent  conflict  presided  in  our 
national  councils,  and  gave  cheering  promise  that 
this  expectation  would  be  realized.  The  rights  of 
the  states  and  the  integrity  of  the  union  were  re- 
spected and  cherished,  and.laws  framed  with  wis- 
dom and  administered  with  impartiality,  accelerat- 
ed our  onward  march  in  the  career  of  national 
prosperity.  Will  any  man  who  hears  me  venture 
to  say,  that  such  is  the  present  condition  of  the 
states?  Look  around  you  gentlemen — survey  your 
position — contemplate  it  intelligently,  fearlessly, 
in  that  spirit  of  patriotism  which  is  demanded  by 
the  crisis.  The  retirement  from  the  presidency  of 
the  recent  incumbent,  has  terminated  his  legiti- 
mate connection  with  a series  of  outrage  and  usur- 
pation, in  the  progress  of  which  he  has  prostrated 
the  barriers  of  the  constitution,  trampled  upon  the 
co-ordinate  departments  of  the  government,  and 
temporarily  at  least,  blighted  the  individual  pros- 
perity, which  every  where  throughout  this  extend- 
ed empire,  so  recently  gladdened  the  hearts  of  the 
American  people.  And  by  whom  has  he  been 
sustained  in  this  system  of  misrule?  Throughout 
the  union,  by  an  organized  band,  their  connections 
and  dependents  stimulated  into  activity  by  what 
they  have  themselves  denominated  “the  spoils  of 
victory,”  and  maddened  to  desperate  exertion  by 
the  fear  of  losing  (hem.  But  repeat  the  inquiry, 
and  limit  your  views  to  our  own  state.  By  whom 
has  he  been  sustained  here?  Who  among  us  have 
been  the  uniform  advocates  or  apologists  of  every, 
outrage  of  the  late  administration,  from  that  “bill 
of  abominations,”  which  but  for  the  merciful  in- 
terposition of  Providence,  would  have  bathed  the 
soil  of  a neighboring  state  with  the  blood  of  her 
citizens,  down  to  that  flagrant  usurpation  of  legis- 
lative power,  which  by  deranging  the  currency, 
and  destroying  the  commercial  credit  of  the  nation, 
has  annihilated  the  wealth  of  onr  merchants,  strait- 
ened the.  resources  of  all  classes  of  the  people,  and 
reduced  the  hardy  mechanics  and  laborers  of  our 
commercial  cities  to  all  the  horrors  of  poverty? — 
Have  we,  or  have  onr  political  opponents  done  this 
thing?  Have  we,  or  have  they  kneeled  at  the  foot- 
stool of  federal  power?  Have  we,  or  have  they 
vindicated  those  sacred  principles  which  Georgia 
had  heretofore  uniformly  maintained  in  the  halls  of 
her  legislation,  and  proclaimed  in  the  chamber  of 
her  executive  magistrates?  Do  you  ask  an  answer 
in  terms?  Take  it  in  that  which  is  more  expres- 
sive than  language.  Look  to  your  legislature — a 
large  portion  of  the  intelligence  of  our  citizens  is 


banished  from  its  halls.  To  your  judiciary — the 
ermine  has  fallen  upon whom?  To  your  ex- 

ecutive department — At  what  period  of  our  former 
history  were  the  peojile  of  Lcorgia,  who  are  prone 
to  hear,  as  long  as  evils  are  tolerable,  roused  to  an 
activity,  which  has  assembled  on  this  floor  at  a 
season  like  this,  so  numerous  and  enlightened  a 
body,  as  that  which  1 see  before  me?  Learn  from 
them  speaking  evidences,  tire  nature  of  the  evils 
which  you  are  called  to  resist.  The  contest  is  be- 
tween the  advocates  and  the  opponents  of  federal 
misrule.  The  combination  against  which  you  are 
to  struggle  is  that  which  exists  between  the  cen- 
tral power,  and  its  subsidiary  in  the  states,  united 
for  the  unhallowed  purpose  of  securing  the  spoils. 
This  is  the  union  which  they  would  perpetuate. — 
This  is  the  union  which  you  are  called  upon  to 
sunder,  and  may  God  speed  you  in  the  holy  enter- 
prise. 

But  the  crisis  at  which  we  have  arrived,  is  be- 
coming yet  more  alarming.  A new  ruler  has 
arisen  in  Israel.  His  warlike  predecessor,  glisten- 
ing in  tlie  blaze  of  his  military  renown,  sustained 
by  the  applauses  lavishly  awarded  to  him  by  a too 
grateful  people,  found  in  li is  personal  popularity  a 
security  from  their  reproaches,  in  all  the  extrava- 
gance of  Ills  usurpations.  He  had  moreover  an 
energy  of  character  which  trampled  upon  what  it 
could  not  soothe— a stern  indomitable  constancy  of 
purpose  which  wore  out  the  assailant  it  could  not 
promptly  overpower.  To  what  shall  his  succes- 
sor appeal  for  like  protection?  AVhat  distinguished 
public  service  of  any  kind,  gracing  the  page  even 
of  his  pensioned  eulogy,  attests  his  legitimate 
claim  to  the  elevation  he  has  attained?  How  has 
it  been  attained?  How  must  it  be  preserved? — 
Called  to  the  executive  chair  by  the  mandate  of  his 
predecessor,  not  by  the  unbiased  will  of  the  Ame- 
rican people,  its  possession  must  be  maintained  by 
corresponding  means.  The  experiment  is  now  in 
progress  which  must  determine  whether  this  go- 
vernment shall  be  administered  in  the  pure  spirit 
of  the  constitution,  or  whether  it  shall  seek  support, 
and  find  it,  in  the  corrupting  influence  of  execu- 
tive patronage.  Our  constituents  have  come  to 
the  rescue.  They  have  sent  us  here  to  consult  to- 
gether concerning  the  means  by  which  this  unholy 
confederacy  for  partizan  purposes,  may  be  sundered 
and  dissolved.  We  must  begin  at  home.  We 
must  regain  our  influence  in  the  councils  of  the 
state.  We  must  appeal  to  the  people  of  Georgia, 
to  their  virtue,  intelligence  and  love  of  liberty,  to 
elevate  to  the  executive  chair  a citizen  whose  ta- 
lents, integrity  and  patriotism,  will  both  prompt 
and  enable  him  to  resist  the  encroachments  of  fe- 
deral power,  and  the  more  seductive  influences  of 
federal  patronage.  We  must  appeal  to  them  to  re- 
deem the  government  from  those  unhallowed  com- 
binations which  are  corrupting  and  destroying  it. 


AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI 
SCHEME  OF  JOHN  LAW. 

From  the  American  Monthly  of  March. 

It  is  often  curious  to  observe  how  frequently 
mankind  are  found  acting  over  the  same  scenes. 
Turn  back  into  the  page  of  history,  and  you  will 
discover  whole  periods  of  popular  excitement  and 
delusion,  which  seems  to  be  the  exact  prototypes 
of  what  is  going  on  in  your  own  limes.  Whether 
it  be  that  the  passions  and  propensities  of  men  are 
so  m*ch  alike  in  ali  ages  and  countries,  that  they 
will  always,  from  a kind  of  necessity,  under  similar 
circumstances,  be  found  doing  precisely  the  same 
things,  in  spite  of  the  warnings  of  history:  or  whe- 
ther it  be  that  there  is  a kind  of  procession  in  hu- 
man affairs,  and  only  a limited  number  of  changes 
through  which  human  actions  can  be  rung,  it  is  not 
easy  to  determine. 

John  Law,  the  author  of  the  most  splendid  and 
daring  speculation  that  the  world  ever  saw,  the  son 
of  William  Law,  a goldsmith  and  banker  of  Edin- 
burgh; and  was  born  in  that  city  on  the  21st  of 
April,  1671.  In  early  childhood  he  addicted  him- 
self to  1 lie  study  of  mathematics;  and  as  he  advanc- 
ed in  youth,  gave  great  attention  to  the  subjects  of 
finance  and  political  economy.  While  he  was  still 
very  young,  he  was  employed  by  the  government 
of  Scotland  to  manage  the  public,  accounts  of  the 
kingdom,  which  were  in  the  greatest  confusion, 
and  to  settle  public  revenues  and  disbursements 
upon  some  permanent  system  of  finance:  a task 
which  he  performed  with  great  ability.  His  father 
died  in  1685,  leaving  him  a respectable  fortune,  but 
one  by  no  means  equal  to  his  habits  of  life,  or  his 
love  of  great  operations.  He  immediately  went  up 
to  London,  the  great  theatre  of  enterprise,  and  ad- 
venture, to  push  his  fortunes  in  the  world.  His 
fine  figure,  his  many  accomplishments,  his  fondness 
for  deep  play,  and  above  all,  a most  extraordinary 
talent  for  calculating  chances  and  winning  wagers, 
soon  made  him  extremely  popular  and  notorious  in 
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the  fashionable  world.  But  he  had  not  been  long 
in  London  before  he  killed  a gentleman  in  a duel, 
which  grew  out  of  an  affair  of  gallantry,  and  was 
obliged  to  leave  the  kingdom.  He  passed  over  to 
the  continent,  and  there  spent  his  time  in  studying 
his  favorite  subjects  of  trade  and  finance,  and  in 
practising  his  talent  for  gaming  and  betting.  In 
1700  he  returned  to  Scotland,  and  in  December  of 
that  year,  published  at  Edinburgh  a work  entitled 
“proposals  and  reasons  for  constituting  a council  of 
trade.”  This  book,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
diffuse  more  accurate  and  liberal  notions  on  the 
subjects  of  trade  and  commerce  than  were  then 
prevalent,  was  sound  in  its  reasonings  and  propo- 
sals. But  it  did  not  excite  any  great  attention,  and 
was  not  noticed  by  the  government.  In  the  year 
1705,  he  submitted  a proposition  to  parliament  for 
the  establishment  of  a paper  currency,  as  a machine 
with  which  to  manage  and  pay  the  public  debt;  and 
his  scheme  went  so  iar  as  to  propose  issues  of  paper 
to  the  extent  of  the  value  of  the  whole  landed  pro- 
perty of  the  country.  It  was  rejected  by  the  influ- 
ence of  the  landed  interest.  Disappointed  at  not  be- 
ing able  to  make  any  thing  succeed  at  home,  he  went 
again  upon  the  continent,  and  for  five  or  six  years 
rambled  up  and  down  Europe,  leading  the  life  of  a 
gamester  and  financial  projector.  During  this  pe- 
riod he  arrived  at  Turin,  the  capital  of  the  duke  of 
Savoy,  and  submitted  to  the  reigning  duke  a pro- 
ject for  managing  his  revenues,  and  carrying  on  the 
trade  of  his  dominions,  by  a great  joint  stock  com- 
pany. The  Duke  was  for  a while  amused  with  the 
project,  but  saw  through  his  fallacy.  “ Your  scheme 
is  a plausible  one,”  said  he,  “but  when  you  have 
put  all  the  money  of  my  subjects  into  the  coffers  of 
your  company,  I should  be  glad  to  know  vvhat  they 
are  to  pay  their  taxes  with?”  As  this  was  an  in- 
quiry to  which  there  was  no  answer  to  be  made, 
the  projector  marie  his  bow,  and  retired  from  the 
court  of  Turin. 

During  his  rambles  up  and  down  Europe,  Law 
had  acquired,  by  play  and  his  ingenuity  in  betting, 
a fortune  of  more  than  £100,000;  and  with  it  he 
went  and  established  himself  at  Paris  in  1714. — - 
The  finances  and  public  credit  of  France  had  fallen 
into  most  disastrous  confusion  during  the  long 
reign  of  Louis  XIV,  who  was  just  then  dying;  and 
Law  discovered  in  this  state  of  things  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  make  his  peculiar  talents  useful  to 
the  new  government  which  should  come  into  power 
on  the  death  of  the  old  king.  Louis  XIV  died, 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  grandson,  then  a mere 
child.  The  duke  of  Orleans  became  regent;  a man 
of  exactly  the  character  to  rely  on  the  services,  and 
to  be  captivated  by  the  projects  of  an  able  and  bold 
projector  like  Law.  By  Law’s  advice,  certain  im- 
provements were  introduced  into  the  public  finan- 
ces; and  while  these  were  going  on,  he  and  his  bro- 
ther William  Law  set  up  a bank,  with  a branch  in 
London  and  a branch  in  Paris,  which  they  called 
“The  general  bank  of  Law  & Co.”  This  was  so 
prosperous,  and  seemed  to  be  managed  with  so 
much  ability,  that  the  government  determined  to 
take  it  into  its  own  hands,  with  Law  for  its  mana- 
ger, as  a machine  with  which  to  carry  on  the  fiscal 
concerns  of  the  country.  It  was  accordingly  in- 
corporated on  the  4th  of  December,  1718,  under 
the  title  of  the  “royal  bank.”  Upon  this  institu- 
tion as  a nucleus,  Law  established  and  developed 
his  great  scheme,  which  in  history  passes  under  the 
name  of  the  Mississippi  system. 

The  Mississippi  system  was  so  called,  because 
the  company  of  which  law  was  the  head,  had  re- 
ceived a grant  of  large  tracts  of  land  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  one  of  the  ostensible 
(perhaps  real)  objects  of  the  company  was  the  co- 
lonization of  that  territory7.  But  this  wras  only  a 
small  part  of  the  great  scheme.  It  undertook  the 
collection  of  all  the  revenues  of  the  country;  it  ab- 
sorbed the  East  India  and  ail  the  other  great  trading 
companies;  it  w7as  to  carry  on  all  the  trade  with  the 
South  Seas;*  besides  embarking  to  an  enormous 
extent  in  stock  and  banking  operations,  and  taking 
charge  of  the  coinage.  Thus  it  swept  in  all  the 
commerce,  all  the  financial  concerns,  and,  as  de- 
pendent on  these,  all  the  industry  of  the  kingdom. 
Its  promises  of  profitrvere  so  magnificent  and  allur- 
ing, that  men  hastened  to  sell  their  moveables,  their 
houses  and  lands,  and  every  thing  that  could  be 
turned  into  money,  for  the  purpose  of  buying  shares 
in  this  vast  concern.  Where  all  the  money,  that 
w7as  thus  raised,  finally  went,  may  very  naturally 
be  inquired.  Great  quantities  were  carried  away 
by  strangers  who  came  to  speculate  in  the  stock, 
immense  sums  were  wasted  in  trading  expeditions; 


*By  the  South  Seas,  in  the  commercial  language 
of  those  times,  was  meant  all  the  eastern  coast  of 
America,  from  the  river  Oronoko  down  to  Cape 
Horn,  and  the  whole  line  of  the  western  coast,  in- 
cluding the  vast  space  of  the  Pacific  ocean. 


much  embezzled  by  the  sub-agents  and  managers 
of  the  company;  and  what  did  not  disappear  in  this 
way,  was  used  by  the  government  for  its  own  pur- 
poses. 

The  effect  of  all  this  upon  society  was  to  intro- 
duce the  greatest  disorder  and  confusion.  All 
France  was  seized  with  a rage  for  speculating  in 
the  funds.  Regular  industry  w7as  abandoned  for 
this  great  scheme  of  national  gambling.  Its  influ- 
ence reached  not  only  the  rich  and  moneyed  men, 
but  penetrated  into  all  classes  of  society.  The 
shares  were  constantly  rising  under  the  influence 
of  the  extraordinary  and  .magnificent  promises  held 
out  by  the  managers;  so  that  a share  purchased  by 
a man  without  property  to-day,  could  be  sold  to- 
morrow at  an  advance,  which  would  leave  him  in 
the  possession  of  a fortune  as  suddenly  acquired  as 
if  it  had  fallen  from  the  clouds. 

“Every  thing  at  Paris  assumed  a smiling  coun- 
tenance. Money  grew  so  common  that  people  did 
'’not  know  where  to  put  it  out  at  3 per  per  cent.; 
the  tradesmen  had  a greater  vent  for  their  goods; 
the  workmen  were  better  paid  for  their  work;  the 
value  of  the  land  about  Paris  rose  to  fifty,  and  even 
sixty  years  purchase; — many  noblemen  repaired 
their  broken  fortunes,  and  others  grew  very  rich  by 
the  great  advantages  they  made  in  dealing  in  the 
actions  (stock)  of  this  new  company.  Numbers  of 
people  never  known  in  the  world,  and  who  sprung 
from  nothing,  were  all  of  a sudden  seen  riding 
in  their  coaches,  only  by  striking  into  this  new 
trade,  by  which  in  a very  few  years  they  had  gained 
vast  sums.” 

These  are  the  words  of  old  Malachi  Postlethwaite, 
esq,  author  of  the  Directory  of  Commerce,  who 
looked  on  from  across  the  channel,  and  took  great 
satisfaction  in  his  dry  sarcasms  upon  the  confused 
and  fictitious  prosperity  of  the  Parisians  at  that 
time;  and  if  we  did  not  know  the  contrary7,  we 
might,  with  no  difficulty,  believe  that  he  was  look- 
ing on  at  the  Maine  land  speculation  in  our  own 
time.  “All  the  world,”  he  continues  “ran  to  Paris. 
The  prodigious  sums  that  strangers  laid  out  in  the 
stock,  and  the  numbers  that  resorted  to  negotiate 
there,  filled  that  city  with  money  and  people,  and 
consequently  with  trade:  and  they  tell  us  there  was 
nothing  to  be  seen  but  new  coaches,  new  equipage, 
new  liveries,  and  buying  new  furniture;  innumera- 
ble families  were  enriched  by  the  surprising  advance 
of  stock;  in  a word  there  were  no  less  than  twelve 
hundred  new  coaches  set  up,  and  half  a million  of 
people  more  than  there  were  before — so  that  no 
lodgings  were  to  be  had,  and  they  built  new  houses 
and  streets  in  every  place  where  they  had  room. 

The  cause  of  the  extraordinary  rise  of  stock,  and 
the  means  by  which  the  managers  of  the  scheme 
were  enabled  to  keep  up  the  public  confidence,  de- 
serve to  be  traced. 

It  had  long  been  believed,  on  the  doubtful  rela- 
tions of  traveller?,  that  the  country  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Mississippi,  contained  inexhaustible 
treasures.  The  old  notion,  too,  about  the  El  Dora- 
do was  not  yet  wholly  exploded.  Law  availed  him- 
self of  this  popular  idea.  It  was  whispered  about, 
as  a great  secret,  that  the  famous  mines  of  St. 
Barbe  had  been  discovered  in  the  territory  granted 
to  the  company7; — and  by  way  of  giving  color  to 
this  pretence,  a great  show  was  made  of  sending  out 
a company  of  miners  to  dig  for  gold.*  Every  one 
was  consequently  eager  to  obtain  shares  in  a com- 
pany that  was  going  to  reap  such  an  unbounded 
harvest  of  wealth. 

“The  adventurers”  says  the  abbe  Raynal,  “were 
not  satisfied  with  a bare  association  with  the  com- 
pany which  had  obtained  the  possession  of  that 
fine  country7.  The  proprietors  were  applied  to  from 
all  quarters  for  large  tracts  of  land  for  plantations, 
which,  it  was  represented,  would  yield  in  a few 
years,  a hundred  times  the  sum  necessary  to  be 
laid  out  upon  them.  The  richest  and  most  intelli- 
gent men  in  the  nation  were  the  most  forward  in 
making  these  purchases;  and  such  as  could  not  be- 
come purchasers,  solicited  the  management  of  plan- 
tations, or  even  to  be  employed  in  cultivating  them. 
During  this  general  infatuation,  all  persons  who 
offered  themselves,  whether  Frenchmen  or  foreign- 
ers, were  promiscuously7  crowded  into  ships  and 
landed  on  the  burning  sand  of  the  Biloxi,  a district 
in  West  Florida,  between  Pensacola  and  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi,  where  a French  settlement  had 
been  inconsiderately  formed,  and  where  these  un- 
happy men  perished  in  thousands,  of  want  and 
vexation,  the  miserable  victims  of  a political  im- 
posture and  of  their  own  blind  avidity.”! 

But  these  were  not  the  only  vaunted  sources  of 
expected  returns.  The  company  had  loaned  to  the 
government  120,000,000,  and  had  taken  as  a pledge, 
to  secure  and  pay  this  debt,  all  the  revenues  of 
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the  country,  amounting  on  paper,  to  the  sum  of 
108,000,000  per  annum.  But  the  currency,  with 
w'hich  these  operations  were  performed,  and  which 
had  flooded  the  country,  consisted  of  the  com- 
pany’s bank  paper,  which  they  had  issued  to  the 
amount  of  one  thousand  millions.  This  currency 
was  bottomed  on  a great  deal  less  specie  even  than 
the  banking  of  the  present  day;  and  by  an  arret  of  the 
21stDecember,  1719,  the  bank  paper  was  ordered 
to  be  taken  at  5 per  cent,  above  the  value  of  the 
current  coins  which  it  profossed  to  represent. 

In  the  midst  of  this  general  infatuation,  Law 
himself  became  the  idol  of  popular  favor.  Honors 
were  showered  upon  him.  from  all  quarters.  The 
learned  societies  contended  with  each  other  for  the 
distinction  of  enrolling  his  name  among  their  mem- 
bers; and  the  government,  in  order  that  it  might 
avail  itself  of  the  official  station,  made  him  comp- 
troller general  of  the  finances,  or,  in  other  words, 
prime  minister  of  the  kingdom.  How  coolly  and 
adroitly  he  carried  on  his  great  hoax,  is  evident 
from  the  following  remarks  of  Postlethwaite,  in 
which,  after  enumerating  the  various  extraordinary 
sights  and  wonders  to  which  the  times  had  given 
birth,  he  says— 

Seventhly  and  lastly — We  have  seen  a private 
gentleman  raise  himself,  by  the  dexterity  of  bis 
management,  to  be  the  greatest  object  in  the  world, 
to  have  all  the  princes,  the  nobility,  the  public 
ministers,  and  even  the  government  itself  at  his 
beck,  and  above  three  hundred  coaches  of  a morn- 
ing at  his  levee;  himself  behaving  with  all  the  mo- 
desty imaginable;  not  elevated  by  bis  good  fortune, 
nor  discomposed  by  the  application  to  so  much  bu- 
siness, but  calm  and  serene,  and  always  present  to 
himself,  answering  briefly  and  pertinently  to  every 
new  discourse,  despatching  every  body’s  business 
with  a readiness  inimitable,  and  every  day  produc- 
ing new  wonders  in  the  great  affair  of  the  public 
which  was  upon  his  bands. 

Thus  armed  with  the  whole  financial  power  of 
the  country,  there  seemed  to  be  no  bounds  to  the 
operations  of  the  company  of  which  Law  was  the 
head.  The  whole  tiling  became  a fancy  stock,  and 
all  thought  or  calculation  of  returns  of  dividends 
was  swallowed  up  in  the  enormous  speculation  up- 
on the  shares  themselves.  The  original  proprietors 
were  in  haste  to  make  ail  the  money  they  could,  and 
to  convert  their  shares  into  gold;  and  the  lew  other 
bankers  who  kept  aloof  from  the  speculation,  fore- 
seeing that  a great  crisis  was  approaching  hastened 
to  collect  all  the  specie  they  could  iay  their  hands 
upon,  and  began  to  drain  the  company’s  coffers  by 
all  the  means  within  their  reach.  At  this  period 
the  shares  had  reached  the  enormous  price  of  ten 
thousand  livres,  at  which  price  their  aggregate  no- 
minal value  exceeded  by  more  than  eighty  times 
the  amount  of  all  the  specie  in  the  country.  In  this 
state  of  tilings,  the  government,  which  had  wilfully 
and  wickedly  lent  its  aid  to  the  delusion  of  its  infa- 
tuated subjects,  saw  that  ruin  was  the  only  remedy7, 
and  that  this  mighty  fabric  must  be  prostrated  in 
the  dust  upon  the  heads  of  the  crowd  below.  The 
first  blow  came  from  a roym.l  edict  of  the  21st  May, 
1720,  ordering  the  value  of  the  shares  to  be  reduced 
to  five  thousand.  Thus  one  half  of  the  property  of 
each  stockholder  was  an n ihila Led . The  notes  of 
the  bank  were  ordered  to  a similar  reduction  in  va- 
lue. This  was  national  bankruptcy;  and  the  tide  of 
public  feeling  poised  but  for  a moment  at  its  height, 
to  ebb  with  a rapidity  and  power  more  fearful  than 
its  flow.  Popular  favor  instantly  turned  to  popular 
rage;  and  amidst  the  bankruptcy7  of  thousands  and 
the  execrations  of  the  kingdom,  the  great  projector 
retired  from  the  country.  The  public  distress  was 
so  great,  and  the  public  creditors  so  numerous,  that 
government  was  under  the  necessity  of  affording 
them  relief.  This  duty7  it  was  also  under  a moral 
obligation  to  discharge,  inasmuch  as  its  deluded 
subjects  had  been  led  into  the  snare  partly  on  the 
government’s  own  purposes,  above  four  hundred 
thousand  sufferers  chiefly  fathers  of  families,  pre- 
sented their  whole  fortunes  in  paper;  and  the  state, 
after  liquidating  these  debt?,  which  amounted  to  a 
sum  too  incredible  to  be  named,  charged  itself  with 
the  enormous  debt  of  sixteen  hundred  and  thirty 
one  millions  of  livres  to  be  paid  in  specie. 

Law  himself  passed  over  to  England,  and  took  a 
great  house  in  London,  where  he"  lived  splendidly 
for  a while,  receiving  crowds  of  people,  who  came 
to  visit  the  man  who  had  shaken  by  his  bold 
schemes  the  social  foundations  of  a whole  kingdom. 
Although  his  property  in  France  had  been  confis- 
cated, yet  his  official  salary  was  continued  to  him 
by  his  patron,  the  regent,  until  the  death  of  that 
prince,  on  the  2d  December,  1723.  With  him  pe- 
rished all  Law’s  hopes  of  regaining  his  private  for- 
tune. He  became  embarrassed;  suits  were  com- 
menced against  him  by  his  creditors  both  in  France 
and  England,  and  he  was  threatened  with  imprison- 
ment. In  1725  he  went  again  upon  the  continent, 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— JUNE  3,  1837— ORIGINAL  LETTER  OF  MR.  JEFFERSON. 


221 


and  fixed  his  residence  in  Venice.  There,  in  ob- 
scurity and  Comparative  poverty,  the  great  adven- 
turer, who  had  controlled  the  whole  wealth  of 
France,  and  had  involved  in  his  schemes  the  whole 
credit  of  the  civillized  world  died  ou  the  21st  of 
March,  1750.  The  following  bitter  and  taunting 
epitaph  appeared  soon  alter  in  the  French  journals: 
"Here  lies  the  Scotch  projector, 

Unequalled  calculator, 

Who,  by  the  algebraic  rule, 

Hath  made  old  France  to  play  the  fool!” 


THE  BEN  SHERROD  PUBLIC  MEETING. 

From  Ike  Natchez  Courier. 

Coijrl  house  Natchez,  May  1G,  1S37. 

At  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Natchez,  conven- 
ed pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  officers  ot 
the  steamboats  Ben  Sherrod,  Alton,  Columbus  and 
Statesman,  at  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  the  Ben 
Sherrod,  made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  appoint  d by  the  chairman  on 
yesterday,  to  inquire  into  the  late  melancholy  affair 
of  the  burning  of  the  steamboat  Ben  Sherrod,  and 
the  unparalled  loss  of  human  life  occasioned  there- 
by, and  also  into  the  conduct  of  the  captains  and 
crews  ol  the  steamboats  Alton,  Columbus  and 
Statesman,  on  the  same  occasion,  and  to  make 
known  the  result  of  their  inquiries  to  this  meeting, 
beg  leave  to  report: 

That  they  have  had  those  subjects  under  con- 
sideration, and  have  made  every  investigation  and 
inquiry  within  their  power  relative  thereto,  and 
find  the  result  of  all  the  testimony  they  have  been 
able  to  obtain  to  be  in  substance  as  follow,  to  wit: 

The  steamboat  Ben  Sherrod  left  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  bound  for  Louisville,  having  on  board  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  passengers,  inclusive  of  the 
crew,  the  steamboat  Prairie  leaving  about  the  same 
time,  lor  the  same  place;  and  that  the  said  boats 
had  been  “racing”  from  the  time  they  left  N.  Or- 
leans, until  the  fatal  occurrence,  which  took  place, 
about  twelve  miles  above  fort  Adams,  at  1 o'clock, 
on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  the  Prairie  being 
a few  miles  ahead;  that  previous  to  that  time  said 
boats  had  passed  and  repassed  each  other  some 
twice  or  three  times.  That  the  Sherrod  had  been 
on  fire,  and  was  known  to  be  so  by  the  hands  on 
said  boat,  some  time  before  the  alarm  was  giver,  to 
the  passengers  in  the  cabins  on  the  lower  deck,  and 
that  ample" time  elapsed  after  the  discovery  of  the 
fire,  to  have  run  the  boat  ashore,  and  landed  every 
passenger  ou  her,  she  being  then  not  exceeding  300 
yards  from  the  shore  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the 
river,  but  that  no  attempt  whatever  was  made  to 
effect  a landing,  after  the  discovery  of  said  fire,  un- 
til several  minutes  had  elapsed,  when  the  captain, 
(C.  G.  Castleman,)  finding  the  boiler  deck  in 
flames,  ordered  the  pilot  to  run  her  ashore;  but  it 
was  now  too  late,  the  wheel  rope  having  been 
severed  by  the  flames.  The  captain  then  ordered 
the  engineer  to  stop  the  boat,  but  he  had  fled  from 
his  post,  thus  leaving  the  boat  under  full  headway, 
uncontrolled  by  the  pilot,  and  bearing  out  from  the 
shore  farther  into  the  middle  of  the  river.  The 
flames  had  now  reached  nearly  to  the  stern  of  the 
boat;  all  was  consternation  and  despair,  the  yawl, 
suspended  by  pulleys,  was  immediately  filled  with 
passengers,  and  in  "lowering  it  to  the  surface  of  the 
water,  some  one  cut  away  the  bow  rope,  which 
c msed  the  yawl  to  be  run  down,  and  the  loss  of  all 
within  it.  The-  remaining  passengers  and  crew 
were  now  forced  overboard  by  the  approaching 
flames. 

Such  was  the  state  of  things  when  the  steamboat 
Columbus,  passing  downwards,  rounded  to  and 
came  to  the  relief  of  the  sufferers:  the  captain-  and 
crew,  using  every  relief  in  their  power  to  save  as 
many  as  possible,  and  happily  succeeded  in  rescu- 
ing several  persons,  who  would  otherwise,  in  all 
probability,  have  been  lost.  AVhilethe  captain  and 
crew  of  the  Columbus  were  thus  engaged  in  the 
cause  of  humanity,  and  after  the  suffering  fugitives 
from  the  flames  of  the  Sherrod  had  floated  with  and 
been  borne  down  several  miles  by  the  current,  and 
were  scattered  far  and  wide  over  the  surface  of  the 
river,  struggling  with  death,  and  calling  and  shriek- 
ing in  every  direction  for  assistance  and  relief,  the 
steamboat  Alien,  (captain  Dougherty,)  came  down 
anil  was  hailed  by  the  Columbus,  when  she  stopped 
her  engine,  and  was  informed  by  ‘lie  captain  of  the 
Columbus  of  the  disastrous  occurrence,  and  that  a 
great  number  of  persons  wore  then  struggling  in  the 
river  and  drowning,  and  was  requested  by  him  to 
save  all  he  could;  but  to  the  eternal  disgrace  and 
mortification  of  humanity,  this  monster  in  human 
shape;  surrounded  on  ail  sides  by  human  beings, 
begging  and  imploring  for  assistance,  and  assailed 
from  every  quarter  by  the  piteous  shrieks  and  cries 
of  the  dying,  passed  unheedingly  on  his  way  amidst 
the  distressing  scene,  running  his  boat  over  many, 


and  drowning  others  by  the  waves  created  on  his 
passage. 

Your  committee  would  further  report,  that  at  the 
time  the  Sherrod  took  fire  the  hands  or)  duty  were 
in  a state  of  intoxication,  having  access  at  all  times 
to  a barrel  of  whiskey,  placed  forward  of  the  boiler 
deck  for  their  use,  and  that  the  engineer  then  on 
duty  was  equally  culpable,  having  furnished  the 
firemen  with  large  quantities  of  brandy  or  other 
spirits,  as  an  inducement  to  keep  up  excessive  fires, 
with  a view'  of  overtaking  the  Prairie,  then  ahead 
of  them. 

Your  committee  also  report  that  the  captain  of 
the  Ben  Sherrod  was,  on  the  above  occurrence, 
guilty  of  great  indiscretion  and  neglect  of  duty  and 
manifested  a great  disregard  for  the  safety  of  his 
passengers,  in  permitting  such  a course  of  conduct 
among  his  officers  and  crew. 

Your  committee  also  report  that  the  captain  and 
crew  of  the  steamboat  Statesman,  passing  the 
scene  of  the  fatal  catastrophe,  some  hours  after  its 
occurrence,  stopped  and  took  on  board  a number  of 
its  sufferers,  and  rendered  every  assistance  in  their 
power  to  alleviate  their  condition. 

From  all  the  facts  your  committee  -have  elicited 
in  the  course  of  the  examination  they  have  made, 
they  are  of  opinion  that  not  less  than  the  fearful 
number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  human  beings 
perished  by  this  disaster,  and  whilst  they  are  grati- 
fied to  be  able  to  state  that  a number  more, Who 
would  otherwise  have  been  inevitably  lost,  -were 
saved  by  humane  and  praise  worthy  exertions  of  the 
officers  of  the  steamboat  Columbus,  they  regret,  for 
the  sake  of  the  honor  of  their  species,  the  evidence 
to  find  startlingly  plain,  that  many  more  of  these 
unfortunate  sufferers  might  have  been  saved  if  the 
captain  and  officers  of  the  steamboat  Alton  had 
shown  themselves  possessed  of  one  generous  emo- 
tion, or  one  single  spark  of  feeling  or  humanity. 

Having  submitted  the  foregoing  as  the  facts  of 
the  mournful  event,  so  far  as  they  could  be  obtained, 
your  committee  would  offer  the  accompanying  affi- 
davits of  John  M.  Davis,  Ilenry  Kevir,  Rosson  P. 
Andruss,  Asa  S.  Smith,  Erastus  Spriggs,  D.  W. 
Johnston,  and  John  Boyles,  (passengers  on  board 
the  Ben  Sherrod), as  confirmatory  thereof. 

On  motion  of  judge  Rawlings,  the  above  report 
was  unanimously  accepted.  The  chairman  of  the 
committee  here  read  to  the  meeting  the  duly  attest- 
ed affidavits  of  six  of  the  surviving  passengers  of 
the  Ben  Sherrod. 

The  committee  then  submitted  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions,  which  were  adopted;  the  re- 
solutions being  put  separately  to  the  meeting. 

Whereas,  the  sympathy  and  alarm  of  this  com- 
munity have  been  excited,  from  time  to  time,  by 
the  intelligence  of  the  most  appalling  and  heart 
rending  disasters  occurring  on  the  Mississippi  river, 
through  accidents  happening  to  steamboats  engaged 
in  its  trade;  by  which  disasters  a large  amount  of 
human  life  is  continually  sacrificed,  and  the  lives  of 
many  thousands  travelling  these  waters  are  every 
moment  put  in  jeopardy.  And  whereas,  this  com- 
munity have  observed  that  these  destructive  acci- 
dents, instead  of  being  less  frequent  and  less  fatal 
than  formerly,  have,  within  the  last  twelvemonths, 
become,  and  are  every  day  becoming,  more  com- 
mon occurrences,  thereby  rendering  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi  a continued  succession  of  perils 
and  calamities.  And  whereas,  the  facts  attending 
these  disasters  have  invariably  proved  that  they 
were  occasioned  either  by  negligence  on  the  part  of 
the  commander  of  the  boat,  or  bv  acts  of  impru- 
dence, rashness,  or  ignorance  on  the  part  of  said  offi- 
cer or  the  oilier  officer  s on  his  boat,  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  community  that  the  full  period  of  time  has 
arrived  to  call  up  the  active  exertions  of  all  persons 
interested  in  the  safety  of  traversing  the  Mississippi 
river  to  produce  a change  in  this  system,  as  thorough 
and  effective  as  the  losses  arising  from  it  heretofore 
have  been  severe  and  appalling.  Anil  whereas,  it 
appears  from  various  acts  of  recklessness  and  bar- 
barity by  steamboat  captains  and  their  officers,  that 
the  moral  sense  of  the  community'  is  held  by  them 
in  utter  disregard,  and  that  any  course  of  regulation 
by  which  the  immense  trade  and  concourse  of  travel 
on  the  Mississippi  may  be  rendered  safe,  must 
come  with  all  the  force  and  authority  of  legislative 
enactment.  Therefore, 

Resot  red,  1.  That  this  meeting  earnestly  recom- 
mend it  to  the  legislature  of  our  stale  to  take  the 
subject  under  consideration,  and  to  enact  such  laws 
relating  thereto  as  that  body  shall  in  its  wisdom 
deem  necessary  and  expedient  to  remedy  the  above 
evils,  and  that  body  be  requested  to  recommend  to 
the  legislatures  of  those  states  bordering  on  the 
Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  a similar  course  of 
legislation  ou  this  subject. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  chair  appoint  a committee  of 
three  persons  to  prepare  and  report  forthwith  to 
■this  meeting  a memorial  to  the  legislature  of  our 


state,  relative  to  this  subject,  and  the  same  be  pre- 
sented lor  the  signatures  of  the  meeting. 

Resolved,  3.  That  if  it  be  not  within  the  consti- 
tutional power  of  our  legislature  to  pass  enactments 
on  the  subject,  that  they  be  requested  to  memorialize 
congress,  relative  thereto;  and  that  our  senators  and 
representatives  in  the  legislature  be  requested  to 
use  their  influence  to  effect  so  desirable  an  object. 

Resolved,  4.  That  the  conduct  of  captain  Castle- 
man of  the  steamboat  Ben  Sherrod,  in  permitting  a 
course  so  reprehensible,  to  be  pursued  by  his  offi- 
cers and  crew,  and  in  not  ordering  his  boat  to  be 
run  ashore  immediately  on  discovering  her  to  be  on 
fire,  reflects  on  him  the  greatest  dishonor,  not  only 
as  a commander,  but  as  a man,  and  justly  entitles 
him  to  the  indignation  and  censure  of  the  whole 
community. 

Resolved,  5.  That  we  view  with  feelings  of  hor- 
ror and  disgust  the  conduct  of  captain  Dougherty, 
of  the  steamboat  Alton,  on  the  occasion  of  the  loss 
of  the  Ben  Sherrod;  that  his  conduct  was  as  dis- 
graceful as  it  was  cruel  and  inhuman,  and  such  as 
should  meet  with  universal  censure  and  condemna- 
tion; and  further,  that  if  it  were  possible  to  obtain 
the  evidence  of  his  conduct  as  it  was  on  that  occa- 
sion, he  ought  to  be  publicly  prosecuted  to  the  ut- 
most extent  of  the  law'. 

Resolved,  6.  That  the  conduct  of  captain  Dough- 
erty, of  the  steamboat  Alton,  was  barbarous  and 
inhuman,  and  base  enough  not  only  to  insure  lor 
him  the  undisguised  contempt  and  reprobation  of 
his  fellow  men,  but  to  place  him,  if  it  were  possi- 
ble, below  the  level  of  his  species. 

Resolved,  7.  That  the  prompt,  energetic  and  hu- 
mane eonduct  of  captain  Jones,  of  the  Columbus, 
and  captain  Hard,  of  the  Statesman,  and  their 
crews,  in  rendering  assistance  to  and  rescuing  the 
suffering  passengers  and  crew  of  the  Ben  Sherrod, 
reflects  on  them  the  highest  honor,  and  richly  en- 
titles them  to  the  esteem  and  gratitude  of  every 
friend  of  humanity. 

Resolved,  8.  That  the  practice  of  steamboat  rac- 
ing is  in  the  highest  degree  dangerous  to  the  lives 
and  property  ol  individuals  travelling  or  passing  on 
them,  and  is  an  infringement  on  their  rights, °and 
ought  to  be  condemned  and  discountenanced  by  the 
whole  community. 

A committee  was  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the 
second  resolution,  consisting  of  Thomas  G.  Ellis, 
Robert  Patterson  and  Wm.Tlarris,  who  after  re- 
tiring lor  the  purpose,  reported  to  the  meeting  a 
memorial  to  the  legislature,  which  was  unanimous- 
ly accepted. 

On  motion  it  was* 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  six  be  appointed 
by  the  chair  to  request  the  signatures  of  the  citizens 
generally  to  the  memorial. 

On  this  committee  the  chair  appointed  T.  G. 
Ellis,  Wm.  Harris,  R.  Patterson,  James  Edward, 
L.  N.  Williams  and  C.  Rawlings. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  five  be  appointed 
to  procure  subscriptions  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
the  unfortunate  sufferers  who  are  amongst  us  in  a 
state  of  destitution. 

On  this  committee  the  chair  appointed  T.  G. 
Ellis,  S.  H.  B.  Biack,  S.  Murchison,  H.  Lucas,  R. 
Parker  and  T.  McDonald. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting 
be  published  in  the  cify  papers,  and  that  all  the 
journals  published  in  the  cities  and  towns  on  the 
Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers  be  respectfully  request- 
ed to  publish  the  same. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

JOHN  A.  QUll'MAN,  chairman. 


ORIGINAL  LETTER  OF  MR.  JEFFERSON. 

From  the  Boston  Transcript  of  May  22. 

We  have  in  our  possession  the  otiginal  autograph 
letter  from  Thomas  Jefferson  to  a cardinal  of  Iiorne, 
of  which  the  subjoined  is  a copy.  The  letter  was 
sent  by  a merchant  vessel,  but  owing  to  a catastro- 
phe attending  the  voyage  it  was  not  forwarded,  the 
envelope  having  been  destroyed  and  the  address 
lost.  The  master  of  tile  vessel  died  at  a neighbor- 
ing town  a few  days  since,  and  his  son  found  the 
letter  amongst  his  lather’s  papers.  It  is  an  interest- 
ing letter  in  many  respects,  but  in  nothing  more 
so  than  in  containing  Mr.  Jefferson’s  unreserved 
opinion  ot  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  1 he  compliment 
paid  to  our  townsman  Mr.  Ticknor,  late  professor 
of  Spanish  and  French  literature  at  Cambridge, 
will  be  read  with  much  pleasure  by  his  friends  here', 
and  it  is  perhaps  not  unworthy  of  notice  that  it  was 
written  during  his  first  absence,  and  is  now  publish- 
ed, after  an  interval  of  nineteen  years,  durino-  his 
second  absence  in  Europe. 

MonHccllo,  in  Virginia,  Feb.  14,  ]S. 

My  dear  cardinal:  In  March,  1S15,  I took  the 
liberty  of  addressing  a letter  to  you  by  Dr.  Barton, 
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a member  of  our  Philosophical  society,  distinguish- 
ed for  his  science,  who  visited  Europe  for  his  health, 
and  expected  to  go  as  far  as  Rome.  I was  happy 
in  the  opportunity  lie  furnished  me  of  presenting 
myself  to  your  recollection,  and  of  renewing  to  you 
the  assurances  of  the  sentiments  of  friendship  and 
respect  engraved  on  my  mind  during  our  residence 
at  Paris,  and  of  their  cordial  continuance.  But  I 
doubt  whether  Dr.  Barton  reached  Rome,  as  the 
aggravation  of  his  malady  induced  an  early  return, 
which  was  followed  immediately  by  his  death. 

A few  days  ago,  I received  a letter  from  M. 
Marechal,  archbishop  of  Baltimore,  in  which  he 
informs  me  that  besides  your  friendly  expressions 
towards  me,  on  his  leaving  Paris  some  years  ago, 
you  had,  in  a letter  of  September  last,  made  kind 
inquiries  alter  myself  and  my  family.  I feel  a 
pleasure,  as  well  as  a duty  in  answering  these  my- 
self. Since  my  retirement  in  1303,  from  all  public 
duties,  I have  enjoyed  uninterrupted  good  health, 
and  retain  as  much  activity  of  body  and  mind  as, 
at  the  age  of  74,  we  have  a right  to  expect.  My 
eldest  daughter  who  had  the  honor  of  being  known 
to  you  in  Paris,  lives  also,  and  in  good  health,  and 
has  blessed  me  with  many  grand  children,  and 
some  of  these  have  commenced  another  generation. 
My  last  information  from  yourself,  directly,  was 
by  the  return  of  two  young  Americans,  educated 
at  Rome,  who  bore  witness  to  your  friendly  pa- 
tronage of  them,  and  brought  me,  from  you,  the 
two  exquisite  engravings  of  Belisarius  and  Mori- 
cada,  chief  d’oeuvres  of  that  art,  which,  placed 
among  the  ornaments  of  my  house,  renew  to  me 
daily  tile  memory  of  your  friendship.  During  the 
terrible  revolutions  of  Europe,  I felt  great  anxiety 
for  you,  and  have  never  yet  learnt  with  certainty 
how  far  they  atfected  you.  Your  letter  to  the  arch- 
bishop, being  from  Rome,  and  so  late  as  September, 
makes  me  hope  that  all  is  well;  and  thanks  be  to 
God,  the  tiger  who  revelled  so  long  in  the  blood  and 
spoils  of  Europe,  is  at  length,  like  another  Pro- 
metheus, chained  to  his  rock,  where  the  vulture  of 
remorse  for  his  crimes  will  be  praying  on  his  vitals, 
and  in  like  manner  without  consuming  them.  Hav- 
ing been,  like  him,  entrusted  with  the  happiness  of 
my  country,  I feel  the  blessing  of  resembling  him 
in  no  other  point.  I have  not  caused  the  death  of 
five  or  ten  million  ofhuman  beings,  the  devastation 
of  other  countries,  the  depopulation  of  my  own,  the 
exhaustion  of  all  its  resources,  the  destruction  of 
its  liberties,  nor  its  foreign  subjugation. 

All  this  he  has  done  to  render  more  illustrious  the 
atrocities  perpetrated  for  illustrating  himself  and 
his  family  with  plundered  diadems  and  sceptres. 
On  the  contrary,  1 have  the  consolation  to  reflect, 
that  during  the  period  of  my  administration,  not  a 
drop  of  the  blood  of  a single  fellow  citizen  was  shed 
by  the  sword  of  war  or  the  law,  and  that  after  che- 
rishing for  eight  years  their  peace  and  prosperity,  I 
laid  down  their  trust  of  my  own  accord,  and  in  the 
midst  of  their  blessings  and  importunities  to  con- 
tinue it. 

But  beginning  to  be  sensible  of  the  effects  of  old 
age,  I feared  that  its  infirmities  might  injure  their 
interests,  and  believed  the  example  would  be  salu- 
tary against  inveteration  in  office:  and  I now  enjoy 
in  retirement  the  comfort  of  their  good  will,  and  of 
a Conscience  calm  and  without  reproach. 

1 have  thus,  my  dear  cardinal,  given  you  the  in- 
formation you  have  requested,  and  nothing  but  that 
request  could  have  justified  so  much  egotism.  In 
return  vou  cannot  gratify  me  so  much  as  by  saying 
as  much  to  me  of  yourself  m whose  welfare  I take 
cordiai  interest. 

Before  closing  my  letter,  I will  take  the  liberty  of 
requesting  that  if  Mr.  George  Ticknor,  a young 
American,  should  be  yet  at  Rome,  as  I think  is  pos- 
sible, you  will  do  me  the  favor  of  extending  to  him 
your  countenance  and  protection  while  there.  His 
science,  his  talents,  the  worth  and  correctness  of 
his  character, "place  him  among  the  ornaments  and 
the  hopes  of  our  country;  and  my  particular  friend- 
ship for  him  will  add,  I trust,  a motive  the  more  for 
your  notice  of  him.  I should  have  given  him  a 
letter  to  you,  but  that,  having  been  three  years  on 
his  travels  through  Europe,  I could  not  with  cer- 
tainty convey  it  to  him.  He  was  to  pass  this  pre- 
sent winter  in  Italy,  and  chiefly  at  Rome,  and  I 
fear  indeed  he  may  have  left  it  before  be  can  re- 
ceive this  proof  of  my  attention  to  him,  or  of  your 
friendship  to  me.  In  every  event,  however,  accept, 
dear  cardinal,  the  assurance  of  my  constant  and 
affectionate  friendship  and  the  homage  of  my  high 
consideration.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 


INCIDENTS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 
From-  ihe  National  Intelligencer. 

FROM  THE  OLD  COLONY,  (MASSACHUSETTS)  ME- 
MORIAL. 

Great  and  important  events  should  ever  be  kept 
in  memory,  and  also  to  be  often  spoken  of,  and  also 


to  be  instilled  into  the  minds  of  our  children,  and 
by  them  transmitted  to  their  children,  and  handed 
down  from  generation  to  generation,  to  the  latest 
posterity. 

The  American  revolution,  taking  into  view  the 
importance  of  its  object,  the  injustice  of  the  British 
claims  that  gave  occasion  to  it,  the  unprepared  state 
of  the  colonists  to  engage  in  such  an  important, 
such  a difficult,  such  a dangerous  enterprise,  is  an 
event  that  stands  alone  in  the  pages  of  history,  and 
which  ought  never  to  be  forgotten,  but  should  bs 
among  the  first  tilings  implanted  in  the  minds  of 
our  children.  It  is  true  that  they  can  never  have 
the  same  sensations  in  contemplating  the  subject  as 
those  who  lived  at  the  time  of  the  event,  and  parti- 
cipated in  the  ellorts,  the  toils  and  the  dangers  of 
the  enterprise;  yet  they  may  have  some  lively  ideas 
of  the  exertions,  the  toils,  the  dangers  and  the  suc- 
cesses of  their  progenitors,  in  obtaining  for  them 
the  high  and  the  dignified  situation  in  which  they 
stand  in  the  scale  of  nations,  and  of  the  blessings 
they  enjoy,  of  which  all  the  residue  of  the  world  do 
not  participate,  but  are  ignorant. 

I was  led  to  these  reflections  by  taking  a review 
of  old  times,  particularly  of  an  event  which  took 
place  in  the  year  1774,  sixty  years  ago  last  Septem- 
ber, which  is  probably  now  forgotten,  or  perhaps 
was  never  known  but  to  a very  few,  whose  lives 
have  been  lengthened  out  to  this  time.  This  was 
the  first  open  overt  act  done  in  the  face  of  day  with- 
out disguise,  (in  the  controversy  with  Great  Bri- 
tain), which,  according  to  the  British  jurisprudence, 
would  be  called  treason.  This  originated  and  was 
consummated  in  the  old  colony.  The  British  par- 
liament, in  their  mad  career,  had  assumed  a right 
to  mutilate  the  charter  of  Massachusetts,  which  was 
a solemn  contract  between  the  king  on  one  part, 
and  the  province  on  the  other;  but  a thing  to  which 
the  parliament  was  not  a party,  nor  was  it  made 
under  any  authority  from  them,  or  with  any  refer- 
ence to  them;  ami  with  which  they  had  no  more 
right  to  intermeddle  than  the  bonzes  of  Japan.  But 
this  authority  they  assumed,  and  by  an  act  took 
from  the  house  of  representatives  the  right  to  choose 
the  council,  (granted  to  them  by  charter),  and  au- 
thorised the  king  to  appoint  the  council  by  his  man- 
damus , and  authorised  the  sheriffs  of  the  several 
counties  to  appoint  the  juries,  instead  of  being 
drawn  out  of  the  jury-box  by  the  selectmen,  as  was 
provided  by  law.  This  gave  an  universal  alarm, 
and  involved  the  great  body  of  the  people  in  the 
most  perplexing  agitation  and  perplexity.  They 
were  not  insensible  of  the  dangers  attending  an  op- 
position, and  at  the  same  time  could  not  for  a mo- 
ment endure  the  idea  of  submitting  to  this  notorious 
violation  of  their  rights.  They  viewed  the  matter 
in  every  point,  and  considered  that  nothing  could 
be  so  bad  as  tame  submission;  and  as  the  court  of 
common  pleas  was  to  be  holden  at  Barnstable  the 
first  Tuesday  in  September,  they  determined  to  be- 
gin with  that  first,  and  prevent  that  court  from  do- 
ing any  business. 

Accordingly,  a considerable  body  of  men  from 
Middleborough,  more  from  Rochester,  and  many 
from  Wareham,  on  the  Monday  preceding  marched 
to  Sandwich.  Here  they  were  joined  by  a consi- 
derable pai;t  of  the  population  of  Sandwich.  The 
latter  part  of  the  day  and  the  evening  were  spent 
in  organizing  the  body  and  establishing  rules  and 
regulations."  Dr.  Nathaniel  Freeman  was  unani- 
mously chosen  the  conductor-in-chief  of  the  enter- 
prise, and  officers  of  lower  grade  were  appointed. 
Freeman  (afterwards  a brigadier  general)  was  a 
fine  figure  of  a man,  between  30  and  40  years  of 
age.  He  had  a well-made  face,  a florid  counte- 
nance, a bright,  dignified  eye,  a clear  and  majestic 
voice;  he  wore  a handsome  black  lapelled  coat,  a 
tied  wig  as  white  as  snow,  a set-up  hat  with  the 
point  inclined  a little  towards  the  right  hand.  In 
short,  he  had  the  appearance  of  fortitude  personi- 
fied. On  Tuesday  morning,  the  body  marched  to. 
Barnstable,  and  were  there  joined  by  a considerable 
part  of  the  population  of  that  town,  making,  in  the 
whole,  about  1,500,  as  was  estimated.  They  took 
possession  of  the  ground  in  front  of  the  court  house 
in  a solid  condensed  body.  The  conductor  took 
his  stand  on  the  steps  of  the  court  hofise  door. — 
Commissioners  were  appointed  to  ferret  out  the  dis- 
affected, and  to  bring  them  to  a relinquishment  in 
writing  of  their  torvism;  and,  if  any  refused,  to 
bring  such  before  the  body.  All  signed  recanta- 
tions, though  some  did  it  reluctantly.  These  re- 
cantations were  afterwards  pretty  well  imitated  by 
Trumbull  in  his  McFingal: 

“I  now  renounce  the  pope — the  Turk, 

The  king — the  devil,  and  all  his  work! 

And  if  you  will  set  me  at  ease. 

Turn  whig — or  Christian — what  you  please.” 

But  soon  the  court  made  its  appearance,  led  on 
by  the  high  sheriff  (Stone)  with  a broad  cockade  on 
his  hat,  a long  white  staff  in  his  left  hand,  and  a 


drawn  sword  in  his  right.  The  court  (Otis,  Winsr 
low  and  Bacon)  as  the  body  did  not  give  way,  halt- 
ed about  arm’s  length  from  the  assemblage.  Col. 
Otis,  the  chief  justice,  a very  venerable  looking  old 
gentleman,  addressed  them  and  said:  “Gentlemen, 
what  is  the  purpose,  for  which  this  vast  assemblage 
are  collected  here?”  He  was  answered  by  Dr.  Free- 
man, standing  on  the  door  steps,  with  a loud  and 
clear  voice,  as  it  was  some  distance  to  where  the 
court  stood:  “May  it  please  your  honor — oppressed 
by  the  dangers  by  which  we  are  surrounded,  and 
terrified  with  the  horrible  black  cloud  which  is  sus- 
pended over  our  heads,  and  ready  to  burst  upon  us, 
our  own  safety,  and  all  that  .is  dear  to  us,  and  the 
welfare  of  unborn  millions,  has  dictated  this  move- 
ment to  prevent  the  court  from  being  opened  or  do- 
ing any  business.  We  have  taken  all  under  consi- 
deration, we  have  weighed  them  all,  and  have  form- 
ed this  resolution,  which  we  shall  not  rescind.” — 
The  chief  justice  calmnly  but  firmly  replied:  “This 
is  a legal  and  constitutional  court;  it  has  suffered  no 
mutations;  the  juries  have  been  drawn  from  the- 
boxes  as  the  law  directs,  and  why  would  you  inter- 
rupt our  proceedings?  Why  make  your  leap  before 
you  get  to  the  hedge?”  Dr.  Freeman  replied:  “All 
this  has  been  considered;  we  do  not  appear  here 
out  of  any  disrespect  to  this  honorable  court,  nor 
do  we  apprehend  that  if  you  proceed  to  business, 
you  will  do  any  thing  that  vve  could  censure.- — 
But,  sir,  from  all  the  decisions  of  this  court  of  more 
than  forty  shillings  amount  an  appeal  lies;  an  ap- 
peal to  wha!?  To  a court  holding  their  office  dur- 
ing the  king’s  pleasure;  a court  over  whom  we  have 
no  control  or  influence;  a court  who  is  paid  out  of 
the  revenue  which  is  extorted  from  us  by  the  illegal 
and  unconstitutional  edict  of  foreign  despotism,  and 
where  the  jury  w ill  be  appointed  by  the  sheriff. — - 
For  this  reason  we  have  adopted  this  method  to  stop 
the  avenue  through  which  business  can  pass  to  that 
tribunal;  knowing  that  if  they  have  no  business  they 
can  do  us  no  harm.” 

The  chief  justice  then  said:  “As  it  is  my  duty,  I 
now,  in  bis  majesty’s  name,  order  you  immediately 
to  disperse,  and  give  the  court  an  opportunity  to 
perform  the  business  of  the  county.”  Dr.  Freeman 
replied:  “We  thank  your  honor  for  having  done 
your  duty;  we  will  continue  to  perform  ours.”  The 
court  then  turned  round  and  repaired  to  the  house 
where  they  had  put  up. 

A committee  was  then  chosen,  of  which  Dr.  Free- 
man w as  the  chairman,  to  wait  on  tire  chief  justice, 
in  the  name  of  the  assemblage,  and  request  him  to 
attend  at  Boston  at  the  time  the  governor  had  or- 
dered a new  general  court  to  meet,  and  demand  his 
seat  at  the  council  board,  he  being  one  that  was 
chosen  that  year  according  to  the  prevision  of  the 
charter.  The  chief  justice  answ'ered  in  writing, 
that  he  thanked  them  for  putting  him  in  mind  of  his 
duty;  that  he  had  thought  on  the  subject,  and  had 
concluded  to  attend  and  demand  his  seat,  though  he 
did  not  expect  it  would  have  any  effect.  However, 
the  governor,  for  some  reason,  issued  another  pro- 
clamation, forbidding  the  members  of  the  general 
court  to  meet. 

I thought  then,  and  I still  continue  of  the  same 
mind,  that  I never  had  seen,  or  have  I since  seen, 
any  man  whatever,  who  felt  quite  so  cleverly  and 
happy  as  Dr.  Freeman  did  during  the  whole  of  this 
time;  arid  I think  no  man  was  better  qualified  to 
preside  on  such. an  occasion.  Dr. Freeman  then  re- 
signed his  post,  and  at  his  recommendation,  major 
Otis,  the  clerk  of  the  court,  and  son  of  the  chief  jus- 
tice, was  chosen  his  successor.  The  rest  of  the  day 
was  spent  in  receiving  the  recantations  of  the  dis- 
affected inhabitants,  and  in  raising  their  liberty 
pole;  and  the  next  day  they  returned  to  Sandwich. 
It  is  a duty  I owe  to  the  inhabitants,  of  the  town  of 
Barnstable  to  say,  that  such  was  their  urbanity,  that 
few,  if  any  of  them  would  receive  any  compensa- 
tion for  the  board,  &c.  of  those  visitors. 

On  the  return  to  Sandwich,  some  outrages  had 
been  committed  by  the  disaffected;  the  liberty  pole 
had  been  cut  down,  &x.  This  caused' some  little 
trouble;  the  perpetrators  were  arrested  and  brought 
coram  nobis;  and  after  having  received  a severe  re- 
primand, and  paying  the  just  value  of  the  liberty 
pole,  singing  recantations,  and  renouncing 
“The  pope— the  Turk, 

The  king — the  devil,  and  ail  their  work,” 
they  were  liberated.  This  was  the  first  act  of  the 
kind;  and  I believe  there  was  never  a court  of  com- 
mon pleas  holden  under  the  king’s  authority  after 
this  in  the  province,  except  in  the  town  of  Boston, 
where  governor  Gage,  with  his  troops,  had  it  in  his 
power  to  control  all  things  of  this  nature. 

This  retrospection  of  these  olden  times  resusci- 
tates all  the  feelings,  sensations  and  animations  of 
1774;  feelings,  sensations  and  animation  which  none 
can  feel  to  the  same  degree,  who  did  not  live  at  the 
time  and  did  participate  in  the  fears  and  hopes, 
and  in  the  toils  and  the  dangers  of  those  times. — 
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The  contemplation  of  those  events  gives  me  satis- 
faction unknown  to  the  miser  in  counting  his  hoards 
of  cash — the  agriculturist  when  his  corn,  and  his 
wine,  and  his  oil,  increaseth,  or  the  merchant  when 
his  ship  returns  laden  with  the  riches  of  the  east. 

Population,  like  the  human  body,  is  in  a constant 
state  of  mutulation;  we  never  see  them  twice  in  all 
respects  the  same.  There  may  be  some  who  took 
a part  in  this  adventure,  beside  myself,  who  still 
live,  but  I know  of  none;  there  certainly  is  not  one 
in  the  town  of  Rochester;  and  it  is  probable  that  a 
large  majority  of  the  population  of  the  county  of 
Barnstable,  never  so  much  as  heard  of  the  transac- 
tion. Strange  as  it  may  appear,  I am  acquainted 
with  gentlemen  who  can  talk  very  intelligibly  of  the 
history  of  England  and  even  of  Greece  and  Rome, 
who  know  but  little  of  the  history  of  their  own 
country. 

Rochester,  March  11,  1776.* 


AGRICULTURAL  SPECULATIONS. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer  and  Courier. 

TO  THE  FARMERS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Gentlemen:  In  October,  ISStq  I advertised 
that  some  seeil  grain  had  been  ordered  from  Eu- 
rope. Out  of  this  grew  a correspondence  with  dif- 
ferent persons  living  in  various  parts  of  the  country; 
in  replying  to  these  letters,  the  one  that  follows 
was  written  to  Mr.  Wood,  of  Kennebec. 

As  the  letter  takes  notice  of  the  influence  that 
altitude  exercises  over  vegetation,  and  a new  prac- 
tice in  farming,  its  publication  may  entertain  some, 
and  suggest  to  others  new  modes  that  may  prove 
profitable  to  themselves  and  beneficial  to  society. 

In  matters  of  this  kind  it  is  necessary  that  every 
farmer  should  himself  judge  how  far  what  is  pro- 
posed in  a new  project  is  applicable  to  the  circum- 
stances in  which  he  is  placed,  and  then  ascertain 
the  fact  by  practical  experiment. 

There  ever  must  be  many  improvements  to  be 
made  in  agriculture,  the  value  and  extent  of  which 
can  only  be  come  at  by  practical  experiment,  and 
the  following  suggestion  belongs  to  this  class.  And 
the  object  of  this  publication  is  to  bring  the  plan  of 
sowing  wheat  in  June,  July,  &c.  under  your  consi- 
deration, and  if,  in  your  opinion,  it  should  appear 
feasible,  to  procure  for  it  the  ordeal  experiment. — 
Yours,  respectfully,  J.  R. 

Philadelphia,  May  20,  1337. 

Philadelphia  May  4,  1837. 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  April  10,  was  duly  received, 
and  would  have  been  earlier  replied  to,  had  circum- 
stances permitted,  its  subject-matter  meriting  par- 
ticular  attention. 

By  the  newspaper,  “Pennsylvania  Inquirer,”  of 
March  23,  under  the  ship  news,  it  is  stated  that  the 
“brig  Garth,  from  Greenock,  for  New  York,  had 
been  abandoned  at  sea — crew  and  passengers 
saved.”  The  seed  I was  importing  was  on  board 
that  vessel. 

To  procure  seeds  of  good  quality  and  kind,  likely 
to  be  serviceable  to  our  agriculture,  is  attended 
with  considerable  trouble,  and  I have  made  no  new 
arrangement  for  renewing  the  order. 

By  your  letter,  I see  that  there  is  a society  in 
Maine,  desirous  to  improve  the  resources  of  the 
firmer.  The  press  is  now  so  attentive  to  keep  us 
in  a slate  of  p irly  excitement  about  presidents,  of- 
fice hunters,  &c.  and  acquainted  with  all  the  mur- 
ders, Lynching?  an  I villanies  that  are  injuring  and 
disgracing  our  country,  that,  with  ail  its  boastings 
o(  importance,  it  is  too  seldom  found  in  the  service 
of  the  people,  in  showing  us  the  men  whose  good 
conduct  renders  them  worthy  of  the  country’s  no- 
tice; an  ! apart  from  party  purpose,  the  press  gives 
us  very  little  information  of  national  policy  or  local 
improvements.  I am  mentioning  these  things,  be- 
cause though  we  have  many  newspapers,  yet  they 
t ■ 1 1 us  little  of  the  useful  affairs  of  the  country; 
and  it  is  only  from  verbal  accounts  I have  been  in- 
formed tint  little  wheat  is  grown  m Massachusetts, 
and  the  more. eastern  states.  But  why  wheat  doss 
not  thrive  ther^,  I have  not  heard  explained.  For 
mv  part.  I am  not  disposed  to  credit  the  report,  and 
I entertain  the  opinion,  that  there  must  be  a sys- 
tem of  agriculture,  suited  to  that  climate,  and  cal- 
culated to  render  wheat  raising  a profitable  busi- 
ness; and.  replying  to  your  letter  otters  an  occa- 
sion on  which  we  may  speak  of  vvhat  has  been 

"Tn  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-six, 

On  March  the  11th  the  time  was  prefixt. 

Our  forces  marched  over  to  Dorchester  neck, 

Made  fortifications  against  an  attack. 

And  early  nnxt  morning  when  Howe  did  espy 
l'he  works  they’d  thrown  up  were  so  copious  and 
high, 

Said  he,  alt  mv  men  in  six  months,  with  their  might, 
Could  not  make  such  forts  as  they’ve  made  in  one 
night. 


done  in  other  countries;  arid  amongst  those  gentle- 
men you  are  associated  with,  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  our  agriculture,  there  will  be  many 
qualified  to  investigate  the  subject  to  which  this 
letter  relates;  and  some  whose  desire  is  to  arrive  at 
facts,  will  try  the  experiment,  and  by  (hat  means 
procure  the  decision,  which  nature  and  experience 
only  can  give. 

Wheat,  of  good  quality  and  abundant  crops,  is 
raised  in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Andrews,  in  Scot- 
land, and  even  further  north.  Now,  St.  Andrews 
is  in  about  5G  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  east  of 
Connecticut  river  there  must  be  millions  of  acres 
of  land  equally  as  good  in  quality  as  are  the  wheat 
lands  of  Scotland,  The  climate  here  is  more  fa- 
vorable than  that  of  Scotland.  Let  us  inquire  into 
the  practice  followed  there  and  in  other  countries, 
and,  by  comparison,  endeavor  to  discover  a system 
that  is  to  improve  our  own  agriculture. 

In  the  Scots  portion  of  the  island  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, there  are  large  extents  of  mountainous  and 
high  lands,  that,  in  consequence  of  this  height,  are 
so  cold  and  wet  that  even  oats  cannot  ripen  upon 
them.  Between  this  high  land  and  the  sea,  there 
are  extensive  tracts  of  low  land,  (such  as  the  land 
between  Philadelphia  and  the  Susquehanna!)  is  by 
the  road  to  Lancaster)  gradually  undulating  and 
declining  towards  the  sea.  Of  this,  there  is  a good 
specimen  in  the  tract  that  extends  from  Pentland 
hills  northu'ard,  to  the  shore  of  the  Forth,  an  arm 
of  the  sea,  about  seven  miles  broad;  from  the  bot- 
tom of  Pentland  hills  to  the  sea,  is  about  seven  or 
eight  miles.  In  this  short  distance,  viz:  seven  or 
eight  miles  from  the  sea,  to  the  foot  of  the  hills, 
there  is  a very  considerable  rise  in  the  surface  of 
the  land.  The  exact  amount  of  this  rise  it  has  not 
been  my  fortune  to  have  seen  stated,  though,  as 
the  city  of  Edinburgh  is  supplied  with  water  from 
these  hills,  there  must  exist  accurate  measure- 
ments, a knowledge  of  which  would  be  useful  to  us 
on  the  present  occasion,  and,  in  its  absence,  renders 
it  necessary  to  refer  to  facts  that  are  on  memory, 
and  are  applicable  to  the  object  of  this  letter,  viz: 
inquiring  into  the  usages  of  other  countries,  for  the 
purpose  of  discovering  the  means  of  impoving  our 
own. 

In  the  space  that  extends  from  Pentland  hills  to 
the  sea,  the  effects  of  altitude  on  vegetation  are 
distinctly  presented  to  the  eye  and  understanding 
in  one  single  view.  The  ripening  of  grain  com- 
mences at  the  sea  side;  there  are  to  be  seen  the 
yellow  fields  and  the  reapers,  and  in  the  distance, 
farther  inland  and  higher  up,  the  crops  are  later 
and  later;  and  after  the  fields  are  entirely  harvest- 
ed, in  the  space  between  Edinburgh  and  the  sea, 
the  oat  fields  around  the  village  of  Killeath  are 
still  green,  for  Killeath  is  the  verge  of  the  grain- 
growing climate  and  too  high  for  wheat.  It  was 
so  in  1790;  I have  not  heard  that  any  improvement 
in  the  last  forty  years  lias  extended  the  cultivation 
of  wheat  beyond  the  altitude  of  that  period. 

If  the  American  tourist  were  to  pay  some  atten- 
tion to  matters  of  this  kind,  he  could  render  him- 
self useful  to  his  country;  he  could  make  us  ac- 
quainted with  what  other  people  can  do,  and  en- 
large our  own  field  of  industry,  and  range  of  re- 
source. 

The  principal  object  of  this  letter  is  to  consult 
von  on  a plan  of  cultivating  wheat,  that  may  give 
the  farmer  an  increased  chance  of  good  crops,  and 
also  to  extend  the  cultivation  beyond  its  present 
limits. 

A?  any  conclusion  wo  may,  by  reasoning,  come 
at,  can  only  prepare  us  for  practical  experiment,  it 
will  be  sufficient  to  state  a few  facts  to  give  the 
idea  of  what  the  experiment  should  b’.  In  the  pa- 
rish of  Crighton.  in  the  county  of  Edinburgh,  there 
is  a farm  called  the  Saughland,  the  surface  of  which 
is  a gently  inclining  plain,  distant  from  the  sea 
about  12  miles  in  a straight  line.  Its  position  is 
north  of  the  Lnmmcrmoor,  and  c-ast  of  the  Pentland 
hills.  This  farm  is  compact,  and  contains  about 
six  hundred  English  acres,  and  is  on  the  boundary 
line  of  t he  wheat  region;  for  it  is  only  on  the  lower 
part,  or  ona-third  of  the  whole,  that  wheat  could 
be  cultivated  in  1730.  On  this  farm  I know  that 
from  the  time  of  sowing  to  the  commencing  to  reap 
wheat,  the  period  was  about  thirteen  months,  no 
less  than  one  year  and  one  month.  The  grain  was 
large,  hut  coarse  in  quality;  not  so  valuable  as  that 
grown  on  the  lower  lands,  but  the  quantity  was 
great,  differing  very  little  frem  the  crops  grown  in 
the  more  favorable  climates  The  coarseness  of 
the  grain  was  not  all  owing  (o  the  coldness  of  the 
climate,  but  in  part  to  its  wetness.  The  bills  in 
the  vicinity  attract  the  vapors,  and  this  induces  the 
rains  to  commence  sooner  in  their  neighborhood, 
and  continue  longer,  than  in  places  at  a greater 
distance  from  thp  hills. 

It  is  from  recollection  I have  to  give  you  these 
observations,  made  many  years  since;  and,  conse- 


quently, we  have  not  that  precision  that  is  so  de- 
sirable in  matters  of  this  kind.  It  would  be  very 
useful  lor  us  to  know  the  exact  distance  that  Kil- 
leath, and  the  farm  spoken  of,  are  from  the  sea, 
and  their  height  above  the  level  of  the  ocean.— 
1 his  I have  no  recollection  of  ever  flavin0-  seen 
stated;  but  that  of  Killeath,  we  may  presume,  has 
been  accurately  measured,  because  it  is  from  the 
hills  in  its  neighborhood  that  the  city  of  Edinburgh 
is  supplied  with  water. 

Tile  circumstances  have  been  recalled  to  memory 
by  some  accounts  I have  lately  heard  of  a new 
practice  adopted  in  some  parts  of  France,  which 
is,  that  they  sow  their  wheat  in  June,  and  mix  it 
with  the  two-rowed  barley,  a grain  that  vegetates 
and  grows  with  great  rapidity,  and  is  too  delicate 
to  resist  irost.  The  wheat,  and  iiS  companion,  the 
barley,  are  both  mowed  down  in  the  fall,  and  fed 
off  to  the  cattle. 

The  practice  of  the  Scottish  farmers  in  the  higher 
districts,  and  what  we  are  told  of  the  French  having 
carried  the  practice  still  further,  and  made  an  im- 
provement, by  sowing  in  June,  and  mixing  it  with 
barley,  suggest  to  us  the  making  experiments  to 
ascertain  the  result  in  our  own  country.  It  is  very 
desirable  that  our  farmers  should,  this  very  season, 
try  the  sowing  of  wheat,  mixed  with  barley,  so 
early  as  June;  that,  it  it  answers,  the  practice  may 
be  adopted  as  soon  and  as  generally  as  possible. — 
The  two-rowed  barley  must  be  preferable  to  all 
other  grains,  on  account  of  its  rapid  growth,  and 
the  certainty  that  it  is  to  be  killed  by  winter. — 
Grain  that  may,  in  part,  survive  winter,  would  mix 
with,  and  injure  the  value  of,  the  wheat.  In  the 
next  place,  we  have  not  been  in  the  practice  of 
sowing  two-rowed  barley;  there  will  be  some  diffi- 
culty in  procuring  it  for  the  mixture;  and,  should 
it  prove  that  the  Juno  sowing  is  an  advantage, 
there  will  be  a necessity  for  raising  or  importing 
this  kind  of  barley.  The  wheat  that  remains  in  the 
stubble,  after  reaping  the  June  sown  grain,  forms 
the  crop  that  comes  to  maturity  in  the  succeeding 
year. 

Of  late  years,  from  some  cause,  even  in  the  best 
wheat  districts,  the  wheat  crops  have  been  very 
moderate  and  precarious.  Be  the  cause  vvhat  it 
may,  perhaps  early  sowing  will  mitigate  the  evil; 
and  the  presence  of  the  barley  may  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Hessian  fly,  and  thus  protect  the  wheat 
from  the  ravages  of  that  insect. 

To  extend  the  cultivation  as  far  north  as  possi- 
ble, render  the  crops  more  certain  in  the  wheat 
districts,  and  protect  it  every  where  from  the  de- 
structive effects  of  the  fly,  are  objects  of  great  im- 
portance, and  ought  to  secure  the  attention  of  farm- 
ers to  this,  and  all  projects  that  are  recommend- 
ed to  us  by  their  feasibility;  and  experiment  is  the 
only  test  to  be  relied  on,  as  to  utility:  and  the  fact 
of  wheat  having-  been  in  the  ground  for  thirteen 
months,  and  the  accounts  of  sowing  in  June,  along 
with  barley,  warrant  the  presumption  that  the  plan 
may  succeed  here,  and  will  induce  experiments, 
on  a moderate  scale,  to  ho  made  all  over  the  United 
States. 

Where  two-rowed  barley  cannot  be  got,  four- 
rowed  (viz:  bear)  should  be  used;  and,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  both,  employ  oats;  and,  should  it  happen 
that  part  of  the  oals,  or  the  four-rowed  barley,  sur- 
vives the  winter,  their  mixing  with  the  wheat  will 
injure  its  market  value;  but  this  cannot  mar  the 
experiment. 

I hope  that  yourself  and  associates  will  give  to 
the  subject  your  serious  attention;  and,  as  the  sea- 
son tor  early  sowing  is  at  hand,  proceed  with  as 
much  expedition  as  the  nature  of  the  business  will 
permit.  As  for  this  communication,  you  are  at 
liberty  to  make  such  use  of  it  as  appears  most  likely 
to  promote  the  object  we  have  in  view.  Verv  re- 
spectfully, yours,  JAMES  RONALI3SON. 

Klijah  Wood.  esq. 

Kennebec  County  Agricultural  society. 

P.  S.  To  guard  against  giving  to  you  a project 
founded  on  false  principles,  I submitted  the  preced- 
ing (t>  a friend,  in  whose  good  sense  and  agricul- 
tural knowledge,  practical  and  theoretical,  I have 
lull  confidence.  I find  his  opinion  is  in  favor  of 
early  sowing,  and  considers  the  plan  of  sowing  in 
June,  July  and  August,  worthy  of  your  attention. 
At  his  instance,  I request  your  attention-  to  the 
fact  that  the  presence  of  lime  is  an  essential  con- 
stituent in  a good  wheat  soil;  and  Hint,  if  this 
element  is  absent  in  vour  lands,  he  advises  the" 
fanner  to  manure  with  lime.  For  further  particu- 
lars, he  refers  to  the  May,  1837,  number  of  the 
Farmer’s  Register,  published  in  Petersburg,  Virgi- 
nia. My  friend  recommends  that  the  land  for 
earlv  sowing  should  he  well  prepared,  and  made 
mellow  bv  repeated  ploughing.?;  and  he  thinks  the 
stable  or  other  manure  should  he  put  on,  as  atop 
dressing,  at  the  commencement  of  winter. 
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FOREIGN  CHRONCILE. 

Capture  of  slave  ships.  From  December,  1834, 
to  July,  133(1,  (eighteen  months),  a single  British 
cruizer,  (the  brigantine  Buzzard,  lieut.  Campbell), 
captured  ten  slave  vessels,  containing  3,460  Afri- 
cans. The  whole  were  under  Spanish  colors  with 
the  exception  of  two.  The  amount  of  prize  money 
is  so  considerable  as  to  atford  the  sum  of  £500  to 
the  common  seamen  belonging  to  the  brigantine. 

Value  of  cockroaches.  This  delightfully  ordorous 
“varmint”  which  gives  its  name  to  one  of  our  most 
admired  New  York  brands  of  Madeira  wine,  and  is 
the  horror  of  every  molasses  schooner  from  the 
West  Indies,  has  been  imported  into  England,  and 
domiciled  for  its  newly  discovered  virtues.  The 
London  Times  says: 

'“The  Blatta  Americanos,  or  American  cockroach, 
has  been  brought  to  this  country  lately  in  wood,  and 
is  rapidly  superseding  the  native  varieties,  which  it 
so  entirely  destroys  in  some  localities,  especially 
in  the  borough  of  Southward,  that  scarcely  a single 
specimen  of  the  English  insect  remains.” 

A new  process  has  been  discovered  at  Strasburg, 
by  means  of  which  a crystallized  sugar  is  produced 
in  twelve  hours  from  beet  root,  and  which  does  not 
require  any  further  refining.  The  invention  is  the 
more  curious,  as -neither  any  acids  or  chemical 
agency  is  employed  in  this  remarkable  operation, 
and  the  use  of  animal  black  is  entirely  dispensed 
with.  It  has  also  the  advantage  of  saving  25  per 
cent,  in  the  consumption  of  fuel.  The  new  pro- 
cess is  applicable  in  all  the  present  manufactures  of 
sugar,  with  the  exception  of  those  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  dessication  of  the  beet  root.  The  inventor 
is  Mr.  Edward  Stolic,  who,  though  not  more  than 
24  years  of  age,  is  already  highly  distinguished  for 
his  experiments  in  chemistry  and  his  works  in  po- 
lite literature. 

France.  It  is  shown,  by  documents  published  by 
the  minister  of  marine,  that  the  total  amount  of 
tonnage  employed  in  the  commercial  navigation  of 
France,  with  the  exception  of  the  fisheries  and  the. 
coasting  trade,  was  in  1833,  676,997  tons;  and  in 
1834,  767,4.39  tons;  and  in  1835,  797,684  tons.  In 
these  tonnages  the  trade  between  the  mother  country 
and  the  colonies  employed,  in  1833,  18R595  tons; 
in  1834,  22-1,220  tons;  and  in  1835,  228,015  tons. 

New  rail  road.  A patent  for  ten  years  has  just 
been  granted  by  the  emperor  of  Russia  to  one  of  his 
aids-de-camp,  for  the  invention  of  a new  species  of 
road,  which  it  is  calculated  will  excel  all  others. — 
The  plan  is  to  place  the  wheels,  (mere  friction 
rollers)  not  upon  the  carriages,  but  upon  the  rails 
of  the  road  itself,  and  to  have  it  travelled  over  by 
sledges  drawn  by  horses.  The  experiment  has  been 
tried  at  St.  Petersburg!!,  and  it  is  said  that  a horse 
can  gallop  at  the  top  of  his  speed,  and  draw  a great 
load  after  him.  [Franckfort paper. 

Steam  engine.  1,700  steam  engines,  of  the  total 
power  of  22,500  horses,  are  now  at  work  in  France, 
exclusive  of  those  on  board  steamboats.  These 
engines  are  at  work  on  an  average  16  hours  out  of 
the  24,  thus  performing  the  daily  work  of  450,000 
laborers. 

Funerals.  At  a meetting  which  was  lately  held 
at  Lunenburg,  N.  S.  the  following  resolutions  were 
agreed  on: 

1.  Every  person  who  shall  be  hereafter  requested 
to  attend  any  funeral,  either  as  a mourner  or  pall  • 
bearer,  shall"  provide  himself  at  his  own  expense, 
with  a crape,  hat-band  and  gloves.  No  other  ap- 
pendage shall  be  used  on  such  occasions — it  being 
the  sense  of  this  meeting  that  the  use  of  scarfs  for 
the  mourners  should  hereafter  be  discontinued. 

2.  Any  minister  of  the  gospel,  or  physician  re- 
quired to  attend  any  funeral  in  future,  shall  pro- 
vide himself  with  hat  bands  and  scarfs,  at  his  own 
expense. 

3.  The  use  of  refreshments  of  any  kind,  at  fune- 

rals, shall  from  henceforth  be  discontinued,  and  the 
procession  be  required  to  return  from  the  grave  to 
the  door  of  the  late  residence  of  the  deceased,  and 
there  separate.  \Pictou  N.S.  Bee. 

Captain  sir  ffm.  Howe  Mulcaster,  of  the  Bri- 
tish R.  N.  and  aid  to  the  king,  recently  died  at 
Dover  (Eng.)  of  a severe  wound  received  in  Oswe- 
n-0,  in  1814,  while  leading  a body  of  sailors  and 
marines  to  the  assault  upon  Fort  Oswego.  Capt. 
Mulcaster  was  distinguished  for  his  bravery  and 
humanity,  and  admired  and  esteemed  for  his  many 
virtues  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Intemperance.  The  tremendous  fact  mentioned 
at  the  meeting  of  the  port  of  Dublin  temperance 
society,  that  £6,300,00<>  were  last  year  expended 
by  the  Irish  nation  on  the  bare  article  of  whiskey, 
paying  duty  to  the  crown,  is  certainly  enough  to 
account  for  "the  poverty  and  irregular  conduct  of  the 
lower  grades  of  cur  population.  If  the  cost  of  illi- 


cit spirits  consumed  here  be  added  to  this  formida- 
ble sum,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  aggregate 
would  amount  up  to  nearly  £8,000,000. 

Gigantic  infant..  There  is  an  infant  near  Shrews- 
bury, one  year  old,  which  measures  round  the  chest 
32  inches,  and  round  the  calf  of  the  leg  11  inches, 
and  it  is  very  tall;  his  twin  brother  died  almost  im- 
mediately after  his  birth.  The  above  dimensions 
are  equal  to  those  of  many  a full  grown  man. 

It  was  recently  established  before  a parliamen- 
tary committee,  that  there  is  j person  now  resident 
in  one  ol  the  British  convict  colonies  who  was  trans- 
ported, and  whose  income  now  is  £40,000  per  an- 
num. 

D O MESTIC  CHRONICLE . 

“Talking  turkey .”  The  Oneida  (N.  Y.)  Demo- 
crat, gives  the  following  as  the  origin  of  this  quaint 
phrase: 

“Talking  turkey,”  “as  we  understand  it,”  means 
to  talk  to  a man  as  he  wants  to  be  talked  to,  and 
the  phrase  is  thus  derived.  An  Indian  and  a white 
man  went  a shooting  in  partnership,  and  a wild 
turkey  and  a crow' were  all  the  results  of  the  day’s 
toil.  The  white  man,  in  the  usual  style  of  making 
a bargain  with  the  Indian,  proposed  a division  of 
the  spoils  in  this  way:  “Now  Wampum,  you  may 

have  your  choice:  you  take  the  crow,  and  I’ll  take 
the  turkey;  or,  if  you’d  rather,  I’ll  take  the  turkey 
and  you  take  the  crow.”  Wampum  reflected  a 
moment  on  the  generous  alternative  thus  ottered,  and 
replied — “Ugh!  you  no  talk  turkey  to  me  a bit.” 

Splendid  hotel.  The  Exchange  Hotel,  which  is 
now  nearly  completed,  at  New  Orleans,  is  said  to 
be  the  largest  hotel  in  the  world.  It  is  228  feet  in 
front,  by  196  feet  deep  throughout — six  stories, 
high,  surmounted  by  a dome  and  tower,  the  top  be- 
ing 113  feet  from  the  ground.  It  contains  350 
rooms.  The  dining  hall  is  130  feet  long,  by  50, 
and  22  feet  high,  with  parallel  columns  in  the  Corin- 
thian order  on  either  side.  The  ladies  dining  room, 
over  the  bathing  house,  is  60  feet  by  36.  A su- 
perb marble  statue  of  Washington,  has  lately  arriv- 
ed from  Italy,  which  will  be  placed  in  the  centre  of 
the  colonade,  at  the  entrance  of  the  grand  saloon. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  hotel  will  cost  $550,000, 
and  the  furniture  $120,000. 

Fire  at  Washington.  A fire  took  place  at  Wash- 
ington on  Saturday,  20th  ult.  in  the  store  of  R.  C. 
Washington  & Co.  corner  of  Ninth  street  and 
Louisiana  avenue,  and  consumed  it  with  its  con- 
tents, said  to  be  worth  $60,000. 

Virginia  gold  mines.  The  Richmond  Compiler 
says — - 

The  Gongo  Socco  mine,  in  Goochland  county, 
incorporated  the  past  winter,  from  an  experiment 
latelyr  made,  superintended  by  genera]  George  M. 
Cooke,  on  90  busheis  of  ore  taken  from  the  whole 
depth  of  the  vein,  including  every  particle  of  rock, 
yielded  $2  18  cents  per  bushel.  The  90  bushels 
were  reduced  in  a stamp  mill  in  18  hours.  The 
washings  were  then  amalgamated  in  a Burke 
rocker,  and  when  melted  205  dwts.  and  6 grs.  of 
gold  were  found;  which  at  96  cts.  the  dwt.  is  equal 
to  $197  04,  equal  to  $21S  per  hundred  bushes. — 
The  mill  having  made  this  90  bushels  iu  18  hours 
shews  her  capacity  to  reduce  120  bushels  in  24 
hours;  which,  from  the  same  rock,  will  produce 
$261  60,  in  that  time,  or  $1,308  in  five  clays  or  one 
week,  (allowing  one  day  in  a week  for  stoppage), 
or  $5,232  in  four  weeks,  equal  to  $62,7S4  in  one 
year;  and  this  from  six  stamps  only. 

The  Richmond  Mining  company  of  Goochland, 
we  understand  from  good  authority,  are  doing  re- 
markably well.  They  are  realizing  $80  per  day, 
and  their  expenses  are  stated  at  about  $20.  Most 
of  the  companies  are  in  good  spirits,  progressing 
with  confidence  freed  from  any  mania.  We  are 
pretty  sure,  fair  profits  will  be  realized;  but  hope 
that  no  more  wild  speculations  may  be  set  on  foot. 
They  are  ruinous  in  gold  mining  as  well  as  every 
thing  else.  Even  gold  may  be  over-valued. 

Mrs.  Peter  Jones.  Most  of  (he  readers  of  the 
public  press  probably  recollect  the  publication  of  a 
romantic  story  of  a young  lady  of  London,  possess- 
ed of  wealth  and  great  personal  beauty,  who  two  or 
three  years  ago,  became  enamored  of  Peter  Jones, 
a Seneca  Indian,  a missionary,  and  married  him,  in 
despite  of  the  remonstrances  of  friends  and  the 
scandal  of  the  world.  Mrs.  Jones  migrated  to  the 
west,  soon  after  her  marriage,  with  her  aboriginal 
lord;  but,  at  last,  having  become  disgusted  with  the 
life  he  led  her,  she  secretly  abdicated  his  wigwam, 
and  returned  to  England  in  the  packet  of  the  16th 
of  May.  During  the  sojourn  of  Mrs.  Jones  in  Ihe 
west,  she  became  the  mother  of  two  children,  both 
of  whom  are  dead. 

Destructive  freshet.  The  Kanawha  Banner  of  the 
20th  ultimo,  details  the  ravages  of  a destructive 


freshet  in  the  water  courses  of  that  region  on  the 
16th  ult.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  on  Elk  river 
escaped  narrowly  Horn  their  dwellings,  the  water 
having  risen  to  the  second  stories  of  houses  which 
are  ordinary  20  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  river. 
The  Kanawha  salt  company  sustained  a loss  of  se- 
veral thousand  dollars  worth  of  salt,  which  lay  in 
boats  at  the  several  furnaces,  ready  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  first  rise.  The  principal  loss,  how- 
ever, is  felt  by  the  people  on  Elk  river,  mills,  bridges, 
&c.  being  all  swept  off,  and  the  whole  country  in- 
undated. 

Maine.  Hugh  J.  Anderson,  (Y.  B.)  has  on  the 
fourth  trial  been  elected  a member  of  congress  from 
Waldo  district. 

Mississippi.  A new  census  of  the  state  of  Mis- 
sissippi has  just  been  taken  under  the  authority  of 
the  state.  Official  returns  have  been  received  at 
Jackson  from  ail  the  Counties  but  three,  De  Soto, 
Monroe  and  Tunica.  The  whole  number  of  inha- 
bitants is  (these  three  counties  ex'cepled)  302,207 — 
of  whom  140,142  are  free  whites,  and  162,665 
slaves.  The  free  white  males  in  the  state  are 
75,29.9,  of  whom  more  than  half,  or  39,4^8,  are  under  - 
the  age  of  21  years.  The  white  male  population  of 
full  age  and  upwards  is  35,811. 

The  number  of  acres  of  land  cultivated  in  the 
state,  in  the  year  1836,  was  1,027,045. 

The  number  of  bales  of  cotton  produced  in  the 
state,  in  the  year  1836,  was  315,194. 

The  largest  cotton  growing  county  in  the  state 
is  Adams,  which  raised,  last  year,  34,964  bales;  the 
next  is  Madison,  which  raised  30,873;  and  the  third 
is  Wilkinson,  which  raised  30,579.  The  next 
highest  on  the  list  is  Hinds,  which  raised  26,426; 
Claiborne,  25,183;  Warren,  25,132,  &c. 

Virgil  Maxcy,  esq.  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  has 
accepted  the  invitation  of  the  American  Historical 
society  to  deliver  the  anniversary  discourse  in  Janu- 
ary next. 

Flour.  A correspondent  of  the  Philadelphia  In-' 
quirer  asks — “why  is  flour  selling  at  nine  dollars 
per  barrel  in  this  city,  when  it  is  onl y four  dollars 
in  Pittsburgh,  and  can  be  brought  from  that  place 
at  a dollar  and  a half  per  barrel  freight?  Where 
are  our  speculators?” 

A noble  act.  Prior  to  the  recent  presidental 
election,  a bet  of  one  thousand  dollars  was  made  by 
John  A.  Bryan,  esq.  and  colonel  Gardiner,  now 
deceased,  upon  the  result  of  the  election.  The 
money  was  won  by  Mr.  Bryan,  and  the  payment  of 
the  sum  fully  secured  by  a check,  endorsed  by  one 
of  the  wealthiest  citizen  of  Columbus.  A few  days 
after  the  death  of  colonel  Gardiner,  Mr.  Bryan  ad- 
dressed a polite  note  to  the  widow  of  the  deceased, 
enclosing  the  check,  giving  a brief  history  of  the 
transaction,  and  begging  her  to  accept  the  same. 

It  was  accepted,  we  have  been  informed  and  the 
thanks  of  the  family  tendered  to  Mr.  Bryan.  This 
may  well  be  he  called  a noble  act.  [ Dayton  Jour. 

An  act  that  should  be  proclaimed  and  com- 
mended. [ Editor  Cincinnati  Gaz. 

Naval.  List  of  officers  of  the  United  States  fri- 
gate Independence,  which  sailed  on  the  20th  ult. 
from  the  port  of  Boston,  for  Russia. 

Commander — John  B.  Nicolson. 

Lieutenants — Alex.  Slidell;  John  Pope;  Chas.  H. 
Davis;  Edward  R.  Thompson;  Henry  K.  Holl; 
James  L.  Lardner;  William  IL  Noland;  Cbaile3 
M.  Armstrong;  Charles  H.  Poor;  Amasa  Paine. 

Surgeon — Y\raters  Smith. 

Passed  assistant  surgeon — W.  M.  Wood. 

Assistant  surgeon — Augustus  J.  Bowie. 

Purser — Thomas  Breese. 

Chaplain — Chapman. 

Passed  midshipmen — Theodore  P.  Green,  acting 
sailing'-mastc-r;  H.  W.  Sleeker,  second  acting  sail- 
ing-master; Samuel  Larkin,  jr.;  J.  H.  Strong; 
Richard  L.  Tilghman;  C.  W.  Morris;  Montford  S. 
Stokes;  Nathaniel  G.  Bay. 

Midshipmen — Benjamin  S.  Gault;  James  Riddle; 
Washington  Gwathney;  John  C.  Henry;  M.  C 
Perry;  T.  II.  Wyman;  William  A.  Parker;  Strong 
B.  Thompson;  Albert  G.  Clary. 

Acting  midshipmen — Jame3  W.  Ripley;  John  P. 
Decatur:  Isaac  N.  Morris;  Henry  A.  Clemson; 
John  Brooks;  Edward  Fitzgerald  Beale;  Egbert 
Thompson;  Thomas  H.  Stevens. 

Boatswain — James  Springer. 

Acting  gunner — Thomas  Robinson. 

Carpenter — John  Green. 

Sail- maker — Isaac  Whitney. 

Commodore  A.  S.  Wadsworth  has  been  appoint- 
ed by  the  president  of  the  United  States  a member 
of  the  board  of  commissioners  for  the  navy,  in 
place  of  commodore  Rogers  resigned. 

Commodore  Chauncey  being  the  senior  officer  is 
president  of  the  board. 
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.--A  ietier  from  Mr.  Stevenson,  our  minister  to 
England,  in. explanation  of  his  letter  to  the  editor 
of  the  New  York  “American,”  and  in  reply  to  the 
strictures  of  the  “Globe”  upon  it,  is  inserted  in  the 
present  sheet.  Tile  fetter  of  which  the  present  is 
an  explanation,  will  be  found  in  the  present  volume, 
page  Cl,  and  the  strictures  of  the  “Globe,”  pageSS. 

iv'Wo  have  published  the  proceedings  before, 
an.!  the  opinion  ol,  the  circuit  court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  on  the  motion  of  the  counsel  of 
.Messrs.  Stockton  Stokes,  far  a rule  upon  Amos 
Kcmin'.l.  the  present  postmaster  general  of  the  U. 
States,  to  show  cause  why  a mandamus  should  not 
issue  from  said  court,  commanding  him  to  allow 
certain  credits  to  Messrs.  Stockton  & Stokes,  pur- 
suant to  an  act  of  congress,  for  their  relief.  The 
court  directs  that  a m inrtautus  shall  issue,  direct- 
ing the  nostm  i<tar  general  to  ere.ii!  the  balance  de- 
clared clue  to  the  relators,  unless,  bv  a given  day, 
he  shall  show  cause  why  it  should  not  issue.  The 
question  whether  a mandamus  shall  issue  to  pay  the 
-liai.mce  is  res  irved  until  the  effect  of  the  decision 
on  tils'?  first  point  is  known. 

In  rTerenc  j to  the  above  case,  the  “ Globe”  of 
Thursday  night  says — 

Shckton  au-1  Stokes,  vs.  Amos  Kendall. 

Much  pains  are  taken  to  prejudice  the  public 
against  the  postmaster  general,  by  misrepresenta- 
tion of  th.e  facts  in  the  case.  So  gross  have  been 
these  calumnious  repr-s  -illations,  that  we  under- 
stand th.e  claimants  have  felt  it  duo  to  themselves 
to  disclaim  and  disavow  all  agency  or  connivance 
in  the  statements  which  have  been  made,  particu- 
larly in  some  of  the  Baltimore  papers,  where  a part 
of  them  reside. 

The  Baltimore  Patriot  of  yesterday,  says  in  re- 
ply— “We  learn  fro  a the  best  authority,  that  one 
of  the  claimants  did,  in  reply  to  a remark  bv  an 
official  person,  disavow  a!)  agency  in  the  publica- 
tions which  have  been  made  respecting  this  aii'air; 
but  he  did  not  say,  or  intimate-,  t.iat  these  represen- 
tations were  ‘calumnious,’  -gross,’  or  even  ‘errone- 
ous.’ So  far  as  this  paper  is  concerned,  we  throw 
back  in  the  i.vth  of  the  official,  the  charge  of  -ca- 
lumnious misrepresentation.’  The  statements  that 
have  appeared  in  the  Patriot,  were  made  up  from 
authentic  sources,  the  same  that  were  relied  on  by 
the  court  in  making  the  statement  with  which  it 
prefaced  its  decision.” 

Maryland.  The  governor  and  council  of  this 
.state  have  appointed  Wednesday,  the  doth  day  of 
July  next,  for  the  election  of  members  of  congress. 
For  the  fourth  district,  composed  of  the  cities  of 
Baltimore  and  Annapolis  anil  Anne  Arundel  coun- 
ty, Benjamin  C.  Howard  and  Isaac  McKim,  esqrs. 
members  of  the  last  congress,  have  been  nominated 
a-’  candidates  by  the  Van  Buren  party,  and  general 
Charles  S.  Ridgley  and  John  P.  Kennedy,  esq.  by 
the  whigs. 

The  candidates  will  be  supported  by  the  members 
of  the  respective  parties  with  untiring  zeal;  for  there 
are  few  party-men  at  the  present  day,  who  disre- 
gard the  obligations  imposed  by  a regular  nomina- 
tion. It  will  i-  4,  then,  we  hope,  be  deemed  a de- 
parture from  the  neutral  coura.  we  have  pursued, 
if  we  embrace  tile  occasion  to  pay  a tribute  due 
by  us  to  one  of  the  candidates,  when  we  say,  vve 
do  not  know  a gentleman  in  liie  circle  of  our  ac- 
quaintance, whose  talents  and  attainments  would 
bi  more  useful  in  the  halls  of  congress  than  those 
of  John  P.  Kennedy.  The  public  generally  esti- 
mate them  by  those  graceful  productions  of  his 
p?n  which  have  established  his  reputation  as  a 
gitted  writer  an  1 polished  scholar:  but  there  are  not 
a few  who  know  that  his  practical  knowledge, 
sound  views  and  enlightened  patriotism,  give  him 
higher  claims  to  the  character  of  a statesman 
— and  that  his  political  economical  writings  are 
as  valuable  to  the  politician,  as  are  his  works  of 
fiction  to  the  student  of  belles  lellres  and  the  lover 
of  romance. 

Florida.  The  news  from  Florida  is  any  thing 
b it  satisfactory — anil  vve  would  not  be  surpised  if 
the  Indians  renewed  hostilities;  for  they  seem  to 
pay  no  regard  to  their  treaty  stipulations  and  have 
little,  dread  of  our  troons.  The  Arnv  and  Navy 
Chronicle  stat  s that  general  Jesnp  has  e ked  to  be 
relieved  from  his  command  in  Florida,  but  has  been 
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, informed  that  his  services  cannot  be  dispensed  with 
until  the  Indians  shall  have  been  icmoved  from  the 
limits  of  the  territory. 

Mexico.  In  addition  to  the  items  of  news  from 
Mexico  inserted  in  page  228,  vve  learn  from  the 
New  Orleans  Bulletin  of  May  29,  that  left,  rs  had 
been  received  from  Tampico  to  the  10th  of  May, 
stating  that  gen.  Cortazar  had  completely  routed  the 
insurrectionists  at  San  Luis, .and  established  order 
there.  Montezuma  had  tied  to  Rio  Ferdo,  together 
with  U nude  and  others.  Bustamente  is  said  to  be 
putting  down  the  federalists  in  every  direction. 
This  account  repeats  the  rumor,  circulated  some 
time  ago,  of  the  capture  of  Santa  Anna,  and  says 
he  arrived  with  a guard  in  Mexico  April  29,  and 
was  placed  in  the  inquisition.  This  must  be  a mis- 
take. Gen.  Cortazar’s  division  is  in-tended  to  rein- 
force Bravo,  and  counts  it  is  said,  7,000.  To  these 
last  there  will  be  a division  of  reserve  stationed  in 
Zacatecas  and  St  Louis.  There  is  said  to  be  about 
800  cavalry  on  the  batiks  of  the  Rio  Bravo.  The 
priests  ami  friars  it  is  averred  will  sell  their  goods 
and  chattels  to  the  amount  of  six  millions  of  dollars 
to  defray  the  army  expenses.  There  are  two  brigs 
of  war  and  four  schooners  building  at  Campoachy. 
There  is  a talk  of  raising  0,000  militia,  and  rumors 
again  that  the  Texians  are  soon  to  be  exterminated. 

Foreign  news.  We  have  given  in  a subse- 
quent page,  some  comments  from  London  and  Li- 
verpool papers  upon  the  condition  of  things  in  this 
country;  from  which  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  Eng- 
lish merchants  place  much  confidence  in  the  ar- 
rangement made  by  t ie  bank  of  the  United  States 
to  lessen  the  effect  of  the  derangement  in  our  finan- 
cial affairs.  Since  they  were  in  type,  London  anu 
Liverpool  papers  to  the  2d  and  Ml  of  May,  inclusive, 
have  been  received  at  New  York,  up  to  which  time 
nothing  had  occurred  to  lessen  confidence  in  tiiat 
arrangement.  The  wide  spread  ruin,  however, 
which  has  prostrated  our  financial  system,  was  nui 
then  known;  but  ere  this  it  is  known  in  its  full  ex- 
tent and  has  produced,  no  doubt,  a melancholy  re- 
vulsion in  the  sanguine  anticipations  cl  our  English 
creditors. 

There  have  been  some  heavy  failures  in  London 
— the  principal  house  which  stopped  was  that  of 
Messrs.  Majoribank  & Terras,  engaged  in  the  East 
India  trade.  The  great  reduction  in  the  price  ol 
teas  was  the  cause  of  their  misfortune. 

Great  distress  prevailed  in  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts, on  account  of  the  want  of  employment  and 
the  low  price  oflabor. 

The  French  ministry  has  been  reorganized  as 
follows:  Ministers  retained.  Count  Mole,  presi- 

dent and  foreign  minister;  general  Bernard,  minis- 
ter of  war;  admiral  Rosamel,  minister  oi  marine; 
M.  Martin  du  Nord, .minister  of  commerce.  New 
ministers.  M.  Montalivet,  of  the  interior,  vice 
Gasparin;  M.  Salvandy,  of  public  instruction,  vice 
Guizot;  M.  Barthe,  of  justice,  vice  Peril;  M.  Ca- 
cave  Laplague,  of  finances,  vice  Duchatel. 

The  new  ministry  have  succeeded  in  bringing 
before  the  chambers  the  allowance  ol  an  annual  re- 
venue of  two  millions  of  francs  to  tile  duke  ol  Or- 
leans, on  the  occasion  of  his  marriage  with  the 
princess  Helena,  to  which  latter  is  also  to  be  given 
a dower  of  300,000  francs.  The  distress  ol  the 
operatives  at  Lyons  is  extreme,  but  the  city  is 
tranquil.  The  debt  of  the  United  States  to  Lyons 
alone  is  estimated  at  25  millions.  All  the  manufac- 
tories of  Switzerland  and  Germany  are  stated  to 
have,  in  a great  measure,  suspended  work.  There 
had  been  some  commotion  among  the  porcelain 
workmen  at  Limoges. 

The  king  of  the  French  has  commuted  the  sen- 
tence of  Menier,  and  thus  began  that  course  of 
sparing  the  lives  of  his  assailants  in  which  we  hope 
he  will  find  his  best  security. 

Tne  civil  war  in  Spain  is  going  on  with  unmiti- 
gated rigor,  and  both  parties  seem  resolved  to  add 
to  the  mass  of  misery  under  which  the  people  have 
so  long  suffered. 

New  York  money  market.  The  Courier  mid 
Enquirer  of  Thursday  says: — The  amount  ol  foreign 
bills  negotiated  for  this  day’s  packets  has  been  in  - 
considerable — but  few  were  offered  and  lew  iuquir-  i 
ed  for.  T.ie  sales  were  at  rates  indicating  the  un-  j 


settled  state  of  the  money  market  varying  from  12 
to  1G  per  cent,  premium — a British  government  bill 
was  even  sold  as  high  as  20  per  cent.  The  raies  of 
exchange  on  France  were  fs.  5,  5 a 1.  5,  15  on  Hol- 
land, a2  a 43  cts.,  on  Hamburg,  37  a 37-t  cts.  and 
on  Bremen,  S3.  Silver  is  at  8 a 9 per  cent,  pre- 
mium and  gold  on  an  average  1 per  cent,  higher. 
There  will  not  be  much  specie  sent  out  by  packets' 
There  is  money  enough  offering  but  so  fastidious 
are,  those  who  hold  it  as  to  the  security,  that  it  is 
very  difficult  to  furnish  such  as  will  satisfy  them. 
United  State:,  bank  post  notes  are  selling  at  the  le- 
gal rate  of  interest. 

Treasury  warrants. — The  following  expla- 
natory article  from  the  “Globe”  will  be  useful  to 
many  of  our  readers. 

From  the  Washington  “Globe.” 

New  field  of  whig  speculation.  The  follov  ino-  js 
the  leading  editorial  of  the  National  Gazette”  of 
Thursday  last: 

We  perceive,  by  the  New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce ol  yesterday,  that  “treasury  warrants  ” on 
‘he  deposite  banks,  are  held  in  that  market  at  five 
per  cent  premium.  Merchants,  therefore,  who  have 
bonds  to  pay  at  the  custom  .house,  need  riot  vive 
seven  per  cent,  for  specie.  Alter  the  payment  of 
the  July  instalment  of  the  surplus  revenue  to  the 
states,  the  supply  of  these  warrants  will  be  greatly 
increased,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  price  may  *et 
lie  down  to  two  or  three  per  cent.  It  is  however 
certain  that  they,  will  command  a premium  so  long 
as  there  are  any  bonds  to  pay;  and  if  the  authori- 
ties of  western  states  should  take  the  precaution  of 
having  their  warrants  drawn  for  sums  not  exceed- 
ing a thousand  dollars  each,  they  will  be  able  to 
sell  them  to  the  western  merchants  as  remittances 
to  the  eastern  cities,  at  a premium  that  will  almost 
entirely  save  them  from  ioss.  We  have  not  yet 
seen  any  quotations  in  Philadelphia,  by  the  brokers’ 
board,  which  should  announce  their  market  price. 
We  know  mere:. ants  who  would  buy  if  they  knew 
wno  nau  mem  rorsale.”  w 

Here  is  either  a strange  misapprehension,  or  a 
misrepresentation,  of  the  duties  and  operations  of 
the  treasury— out  of  which,  it  is  suggested,  money 
may  be  made  by  the  speculators.  Flaying  a more 
anxious  desire  to  protect  the  real  and  permanent 
interest  of  the  merchants  than  their  assumed  organs 
(who  have  been  constantly  inciting  them  into  mea- 
sures which  every  man  of  discretion  must  have 
perceived  would  end  in  disappointment,  if  not  ruin,) 
we  take  pleasure  in  giving  a brief  explanation, 
which  will  enable  the  speculators  to  act  upon  the 
subject  with  their  eyes  open. 

Warrants  are  issued  by  the  treasury  department 
in  payment  cf  claims  upon  the  public  which  are 
provided  lor  by  appropriations,  authorising  the  mo- 
ney to  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution.  Tile  treasurer  issues 
his  drafts  upon  these  warrants,  requiring  a specified 
depository  of  the  public  money  to  pay  the  amount. 
If  not  paid,  in  consequence  of  a breach  of  trust  on 
the  part  of  the  depository,  they  remain  a claim  upon 
the  treasury,  and,  under  such  circumstances,  are 
made  receivable  in  payment  for  customs  and  lands. 

But  transfers  from  one  depository  to  another as 

from  a deposite  bank  to  a state  under  the  deposite 
law — are  not  made  by  warrant;  no  money  being 
taken  from  the  treasury  by  the  process.  The  orders 
of  transfer  issued  in  such  cases,  are  no  evidence  of 
indebtedness  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  the 
money  required  to  be  transferred  belonging,  in  law, 
equally  to  the  United  States,  when  deposited  wild 
the  states,  as  while  remaining  in  the  deposits 
banks.  As  these  orders  are  no  evidence  of  debt 
against  the  United  States,  and  if  not  executed  by 
the  bank  on  which  they  are  drawn,  may  be  recalled 
by  the  department  and  placed  on  other  banks,  a 
party  who  should  interpose  himself  for  ihe  purpose 
of  gain,  between  the  two  depositories,  might  find 
himself  in  an  awkward  position;  it  being  obvious 
that  he  would  possess  no  rights  which  could  h,.;* 
lawfully  recognised  by  the  treasury  department.— 
Neither  are  they  given  for  small  amounts,  [ike  drafts 
for  payments;  and  “the  merchants  who  would  buy 
them  if  they  knew  who  had  them  for  sale,”  mi  Tit 
find  their  purchases — like  many  of  those  iqvestt 
ments  which  have  occasioned  the  present  state  of 
embarrass  men! . among  them — classes  in  the  catqgq, 
ry  of  unavailable  means. 
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Tiis  frigate  United  States.  We  have  ob- 
tained from  the  department  of  state  the  following 
translation  of  a note  from  the  French  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  to  the  diplomatic  representative  of 
the  United  States  at  Paris,  and  take  pleasure  in 
laying  it  before  our  readers:  [ Globe. 

Pans,  March  28,  1837. 

Sir.  Two  national  vessels,  ‘da  Menagere,”  and 
‘TTndienne,”  having  been  forced  by  stress  of  wea- 
ther to  put  into  Mahon  on  the  21st  nit.  both  found 
themselves  in  a perilous  situation;  but  the  “JMena- 
gere,”  particularly,  was  in  danger  of  being  lost, 
when,  in  consequence  of  her  signals  of  distress,  the 
frigate  “United  States,”  than  at  quarantine  in  the 
port  of  Mahon,  immediately  sent  her  two  anchors 
and  two  stream  cables,  which  contributed  to  save 
the  French  vessel.  These  articles  will  be  forth- 
with restored  to  the  frigate  “United  States;”  but 
tire  government  of  the  king  would  be  wanting  in 
the  fulfilment  of  a still  more  essential  duty,  if  it  did 
not  express  its  grateful  sense  of  the  generous  pro- 
ceeding of  the  commander  of  this  frigate.  I pray, 
you,  sir,  to  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  this  ho- 
norable officer  the  sincere  thanks  which  are  due  to 
him,  and  of  which,  it  is  particularly  agreeable  to 
me  to  be  the  interpreter.  Accept  the  assurances, 
&c.  (Signed)  Mole. 

His  ez.  L.  Cass,  &c.  §c.  fee. 


A Gaoss  violation  of  our  laws  has  been  com- 
mitted by  the  master  of  the  British  ship  Lockwoods, 
who  having  landed  his  pauper  passengers  at  Am- 
boy, after  being  notified  by  the  competent  authori- 
ties not  to  leave  the  quarantine  anchorage,  went  at 
once  to  sea. 

Mors  of  tbs  same  sort  of  passengers,  it  appears 
by  the  annexed  letter  from  the  health  officer,  are 
expected. 

Quarantine,  June  2,  1837. 

Sear  sir:  I have  just  learned  that  the  following 
British  ships  are  now  on  their  way  here,  with  or- 
ders to  land  their  passengers  at  Amboy,  viz: — 
PFacobe,  with  32-5  passengers;  Sherbrook,  with  202; 
Harriet,  with  246—773  paupers — to  be  sent  into 
oar  city.  Yours  respectfully,  fee. 

(Signed)  William  jIdckitell, 

Health  officer. 

Jiaron  Clark,  esq. 

The  corporation  at  torney  has  commenced  pro- 
ceedi«s»  against  Thomas  Irving  fe  Co.  as  the  con- 
signees of  the  Wretch  ship  “The  Lockwoods,”  and 
11>:  wso'i  and  JVicMunray,  lor  aiding  ana  abetting  this 
infraction  of  the  quarantine  laws. 

We  take  it  for  granted  the  pilot  who  carried  out 
the  ship  will  also  fee  held  responsible  to  the  jaw. 

In  addition  to  these  proceedings,  we  trust,  as  the 
ship  is  said  to  have  sailed  for  Quebec,  that  governor 
Murray  will  make  a demand  upon  the  governor  gene- 
ral of  Canada,  for  the  surrender  of  the  master  of 
&e  Lockwoods,  that  be  may  answer  to  our  laws  for 
sack  a gross  violation  thereof. 

Tlbe  general  government  also,  will  we  fake  it  for 
granted,  cause  a proper  representation  to  he  made 
of  this  occsuT.eace  to  the  British  government,  and 
also  take  t he  proper  steps  for  preventing  the  un- 
loading upon  oar  shores  of  the  paupers'  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  open  and  insolent  contempt  which  a foreign 
xseirfeaBt  vessel  hsa  thus,  with  perfect  impunity, 
feesa  enable*!  to  treat  our  laws,  affords  a striking 
iltetratioM  of  the  policy,  we  have  so  often  urged, 
off  keeping  a tat  at  all  times  a home  squadron,  some 
«®e  of  toe  vessels  of  which  should  always  fee  in  or 
of  ear  port  [j W.  Y.  American. 


and  Marine  insurance  company,  was  determined 
yesterday,  in  the  court  of  common  pleas,  for  this 
district.  The  policy  of  insurance,  on  which  the 
suit  was  brought,  was  effected  in  February,  1835, 
on  28  slaves  valued  at  $ 20,000 , in  the  brig  Enter- 
prize,  Elliot  Smith,  master,  from  Alexandria,  D.  C. 
to  this  city.  The  brig  was  then  on  her  voyage, 
and  having  been  driven  by  severe  gales  far  to  the 
eastward  of  the  gulf  stream,  and  become  leaky  and 
otherwise  damaged,  was  compelled,  on  the  seventh 
day  out,  to  run  for  the  island  of  Bermuda,  the  near- 
est land.  On  her  arrival  at  the  port  of  Hamilton,  a 
habeas  corpus  was  served  on  the  captain  to  produce 
the  slaves  before  the  chief  justice  of  the  island,  who 
pronounced  them  at  liberty  to  remain  at  Bermuda, 
emancipated  from  slavery.  The  action  was  brought 
to  recover  as  a total  loss  of  all  the  slaves,  (except 
one  recovered),  under  the  clause  of  the  policy 
against  loss  by  ■perils  of  ihe  sea,  and  the  arrest  and 
detention  of  princes  and  people.  Judge  OTfeall 
charged  the  jury  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff’s  right  to 
recover,  and  a verdict  was  rendered  against  the 
company  for  the  full  amount  claimed,  viz:  fe  13,985, 
with  interest  from  June  2,  1835.  The  case  was 
argued  by  G.  B.  Eckhard  and  J.  L.  Pegru,  esqrs. 
lbr  the  plaintiff,  and  by  Henry  Grimke,  esq.  for  the 
defendants.  There  will  doubtless  be  an  appeal, 
and  should  the  court  of  appeals  sustain  the  verdict, 
the  insurance  company  will  prosecute,  through  the 
United  States  government,  their  claim  for  indem- 
nity against  the  British  government. 

“We  understand  that  a case  is  pending,  and  will 
be  tried  in  Augusta  next  week,  between  the  same 
plaintiff,  and  one  of  the  insurance  companies  of  that 
place,  involving  an  amount  neafly  as  large  as  that 
recovered  here,  on  a policy  of  insurance  on  another 
set  of  slaves  belonging  to  the  emancipation  gang. 


The  1ST.  York  “Sunday  Morning  News,”  speak- 
ing of  t fee  above  pniiug-’o.-is  proceeding,  says— 
*»®5»e  offb;  m5smiblepas?e?i!;gersafterb;ring-!riveo 
flmm.  Jfee  Jerseys,  were  taken  In  lighter*  ap  the 
Ifertfe  river,  and  landed  at  dtiSaneat  places  along  its 
SJuaas--  Others  applied  to  tfe?  aims  bouse  in  Ms 
city  for  refuge,  assJ  made  affidavit  that  they  were 
tmm  mt  of  She  poor  hwm  in  Englaml,” 

The  indnslmas  as4  feonest  poor,  sfeonld  always 
*sesSp  a welcome  to  our  sfeswsss;  but  wo  would  **- 
«8swte  tfesse  miserable  and  degraded  wretches  as  we 
mould  these  infected  with  plagiug— J fesm  which 

fifeey  are  a greater  ciurss  —fojr  they  m%  only  natural- 
mi  ikeggary,  tori  rob  om  mm  hmeH  poor  of  (fa 
pmtfdm  tmfa  by  feBsismliy,  and  ik?  snake 
wiretoked®(ess3  mxs  mkmMg,  There  is  ao  shim  j 
pwibsd  wap  nation  wbicb  calls  for  mors 
jMwmjrtawlrsssj  and  If  will  persist  to  fa, 

Mttof  ptoeseent  mmm  offenpranlty  mmr 
dwm,  they  should  be  cast  back  again  fey  {fa  eoin- 
ffivosi  seayripgej-.  It  is  fee  only  remedy  for  ifa  orii, 
m4  $feesM  'fe?  canricd  1 ato  at  all  hazards.. 


Tus  United  States  shit  St.  Louis.  An  ac 
count  was  recently  published,  stating  that  a party  cf 
men  from  the  United  States  ship  St.  Louis,  had 
been  landed  on  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  for  the 
purpose  of  recovering  a slave  belonging  to  the  com- 
mander of  that  ship,  which  has  elicied  the  following 
explanatory'  letter  from  capt.  Paine. 

From  ihe  Savannah  Georgian. 

V.  S.  shi?  St.  Louis, 
Pensacola  Bay,  May  2 2d,  1337. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Georgian  . 

Sir:  An  article  taken  from  the  Port  au  Prince, 
St.  Domingo,  “Feuille  du  Commerce,”  is  going  the 
rounds  of  the  newspapers,  purporting  to  be  an  ac- 
count of  my  having  landed  a party  ©farmed  men  at 
that  port  from  this  ship  which  proceeded  to  the  re- 
sidence of  J.  Taylor,  four  miles  distant,  and  took 
thence  by  force  a negro  man,  a slave  belonging  to 
me,  which  is  a lie  as  black  as  the  fabricator  of  it. 
I have  no  slave  on  board  of  this  ship,  neither  did  I 
fiii  i one  at  Port  an  Prince.-  The  story  carries  a lie 
on  its  lace:  lor,  is  ft  at  al!  probable  that  a military 
government  like  that  of  St.  Domingo,  would  allow 
me  to  land  an  armed  force,  proceed  four  miles  i:ilo 
the  country,  and  take  forcibly  thence  a negro  slave 
and  then  sail  peaceably  away? — The  idea  is  ridicu- 
lous and  would  not  have  been  noticed  by  me,  as  I am 
amenable  only  to  those  who  have  honored  ms  with 
the  command  of  this  ship;  but  I wish  the  public  to 
be  disabused  of  so  false  a statement. — The  facts  on 
which,  I presume,  this  ridiculous  story  is  founded 
are  these,  viz:  while  this  ship  was  lying  at  Port  au 
Prtore-  in  March  last,  a seaman,  a free  black,  de- 
serted. A midshipman  was  sent  on  shore  with  di- 
rections to  employ  a constable  and  to  otter  a reward 
of  twenty  dollar?  for  the  deserter’s  apprehension— 
through  the  day  nothing  could  be  heard  of  Mm, 
About  sunset  a black  man  named  Taylor,  the  man, 
it  is  alleged,  who  owned  the  house  from  which  the 
sla  ye  was  forcibly  taken,  cams  to  me  and  said  fee 
knew  r/feers-  the 'deserter  was;  that  he  was  at  his, 
(TayfaYe)  house,  drunk  and  locked  im,  I told  Mai 
I wetM  give  him  twenty  dollars  if  he  wetfid  con- 
duct r«jr  officer  to  where  the  deserter  was-  This 
was  4o' W:  and  one  midshipman  constituted  “the 
party  of  aosed  t non  landed  from  tbs  St  Loan*  to 
fake  toy  force  a slave,”  He  was  asccunpsnted  by 
Mr,  Diraond's  son,  a youth  ©f  is  or  w,  ids  efam[ 
amt  a servant  The  deserter  was  peaceably  taken, 
peaceably  conducted  m beard,  and  the  S't  1>a«s ; 
peaceably  sailed  the  next  Say  from  Port  ?-u  Prince, 
Ssspfisf folly,  years,  fee. 

Trio?,  Vum,  commend er  U,  S.Niwj, 


Sir:  In  your  paper  of  the  28th  lilt.  and  in  one  o 

more  other  .Kingston  print,  I have  noticed  several 
allusions  to  me,  and  to  the  object  of  my  visit  to  this 
island.  As  you  and  your  brother  editors  are  under 
some  misapprehension  concerning  me,  permit  me 
to  correct  them,  which  I should  have  done  before, 
had  not  absence  in  the  country  and  illness  pre- 
vented. 

1st.  I am  not,  as  you  seem  to  suppose,  the  “ac- 
credited agent  of  the  United  States.”  I have 
neither  “lull  power”  nor  partial  power  from  that 
government  to  inquire  into  the  working  of  Ihe  new 
sj'stem,  as  any  one  unacquainted  with  the  provisions 
of  our  national  constitution  would  at  once  surmise, 
that  government  having  no  power  to  abolish  slave- 
ry in  any  of  the  states,  and  of  course  having  no  in- 
terest in  sending  an  agent  abroad  to  make  any  in- 
vestigation on  that  subject. 

2d.  Allusion  is  made  as  being  alone  in  my  in- 
quiries. This  is  not  correct.  I am  associated  with 
Mr.  James  A.  Thorne,  a gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky. a slave  state,  who  is  now  on  a tour  through 
the  eastern  and  northern  parishes  of  the  island. 

3d.  The  condition  and  character  of  the  praedial 
population  in  the  British  West  Indies,  in  its  present 
transitive  state,  is,  as  yon  may  be  aware,  deeply 
interesting  to  individuals,  as  well  as  governments, 
in  all  countries  where  slavery  siill  prevails;  arid  it 
is  as  individuals  1 hat  we  seek,  either  from  private 
or  official  sources,  facts  and  opinions  for  our  own 
information,  and  that  of  our  friends  and  country- 
men. I remain,  yours,  respec! fully, 

Jcs.  Horace  Kimball. 

Kingston.  .May  8. 

From  a file  of  the  Bahamian  we  learn  that  (he 
governor  in  a speech  before  the  legislature  assembl- 
ed at  Hamilton,  said  that  it  was  highly  gratifying 
to  observe  that  after  nearly  three  years  experience 
of  the  result  arising  from  the  abolition  of  slavery 
without  any  intermediate  state  of  apprenticeship, 
he  found  no  reason  to  regret  the  course  then  adopt- 
ed with  such  unanimity  by  the  Jgislature  of  the 
Bermudas. 


T«ss  W&rn&PA  eJjj&rj 

gfmfa  OTito  uit-.3*yo-="Tfee  am  of  MiverSimimp,  \ 
<$*'&*  ©efewMa,  as.  m Ctmkston  Fire  j 


The  iippmssTfm  systmm  in  the  W i«t  J». 

dies.  Tit#  following  is  from  the  Kingston  (J&* 

»t, lies)  Cferejfffte  of  tfa  isth  Hit, 

Tit#  ffvijtwut  fiiuiom  toads  to  the  A mtffam 
‘gejitUman  who  lately  gmved  in  tiffs  dfo  to  firm* 
«i  w$  prsmm-  •!,  m inquiry  into  tm  wpiirifif 
of  the  system,  las  elicited  fh«  Mowing  kttef, 

which  wt  trtmedtosJfm  a esatewyorary  'jstefmU 


ITEMS  ABOUT  THE  CURRENCY,  &C. 

The  commercial  agency  at  Sf.  Louis,  Mo.  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  the  parent  bank  at  Cincinnati, 
and  suspended  specie  payments  on  ihe  ££d  ult. 

A meeting  was  held  in  Wilmington,  Del,  on 
tlie  2<1  ii.st.  to  take  into  consideration  the  present 
condition  of  the  money  market.  A resolution  vas 
offered  and  passed,  aquiescing  in  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments,  and  recommending  the  banks  to 
curtail  their  debts  and  call  in  their  issues  and  pre- 
pare for  a resumption  of  specie  payment*.  Ano- 
ther resolution  v, a3  offered,  deprecating  the  issue 
of  notes  by  corporations  of  individuals  of  a 
denomination  under  five  dollars,  which  resolution 
was  not  agreed  to.  The  meeting  then  adjourned, 
but  the  minority  (hen  afterwards  assembled  and 
held  an  adjourned  meeting,  at  which  resolutions  of 
a strong  character  were  passed. 

Georgia  banks.  The  Augusta  Chronicle  of  May 
Slat  says,  “the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser 
is  in  error  in  saying  that  all  the  banks  in  Georgia 
have  suspended  specie  payments.  Up  to  our  last 
advices,  the  Central  bank  at  Mille’dgeviile,  the 
Commercial  bank  of  Macon,  the  bank  of  Columbus, 
and  the  Insurance  bank  of  Columbus,  bad  not  sus- 
pended specie  payments,  and  it  is  understood  hero 
that  they  have  no  intention  of  doing  so. 

An  expedient.  A letter  from  Module  says,  “Ihe 
batiks  and  merchants  of  tiffs  place  are  shout  send? 
ing  an  agent  to  Liverpool  to ’receive  and  sell  all 
cotton  shipped  from  this  port,  and  foe  hanks  .have 
agreed  to  discount  bills  drawn  on  ( bis  agent  or 
agents,  predicated  on  ship/nettfs  of  cotton:  the  cot- 
ton  to  fee  valued,  and  foree-foutlfe*  cf  the  value 
will  fee  discounted  by  the  banks,” 

New  Orleans  banks,  Ws  learn  from  foe  New 
Orleans  True  American  of  tito  28tb  ult,  that  at  a 
meeting  of  foe  twelve  American  banks  of  that  city, 
hold  on  the  day  previous,  it  was  agreed  to  increase 
the  circulation  or  those  Instiiuiigos  one  million  of 
dollars,  that  the  Interchange  of  notes  was  regulated 
and  the  payment  of  balance?  net  to  fee  required  up. 
til  December  next;  the  notes  of  easterners  to  be 
renewed  every  sixty  days.,  with  a dedueiiea  often 
per  sent, 

it  was  farther  agreed  that  no  other  batik  should 
fee  sdtsittod  Into -the  eompaef,  with  tbs  consent  of 
a majority  of  foe  present  twelve, 

On  Saturday  an  Immense  quantity  ef  draft? 

pmoppfing  to  WO, 66Q  dollar?,  was  r/fmmed  fern 

York,  protested.  The  Commercial,  we  fee* 

i#  in  n>r  it, 

A tetter  from  New  Orleans  to  th«  editor  ef  ihe 
Wm  York  «0ourier  end  .Enquirer,"  gives  foe  fete 
tow-tog  a.s  the  amount  ©f  specie  at  present  in  the 
vaults  of  ifae  N«w  Orleans  banks, 
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.MeroiiJints’  bank  §400,000] Union  bank  §200,000 
Citizens’  3.10,II00|  Hank  of  Orleans  S0,000 

Impiovemvnt  120,000  Ashnfalya  30,000 

Consolidated  As-  I.Ytec.lianics  and 

snuialion  230,000  j Traders  _ 30,000 

Louisiana  Slate  Cim-olton  rail  road  15,000 

bank  300,000  Commercial  160,01 

Bank  of  Louisiana  30.000  Canal  bank  140,001 

Gas  Light  20,000  Exchange  bank  12,000 

City  bank  20,000) 

Total  specie  in  tite  vaults  §2,073,000. 

Of  the  $6,020,300  circulation  reported  at  th 
meeting  of  the  president  of  the  banks  of  the  21st 
instant,  $1,200,000,  are  in  the  hands  of  banks. 

The  lollowing  statement  is  from  the  report  of  tin 
biiilc  majority  committee,  made  to  the  last  legisla 
tion  of  New  York. 

Statement  showing  the  amount  of  government  funds 
drawn  from  the  city  of  New  York,  and  deposited 
with  other  stales;  and  the  banks  from  which  they 
were  drawn  from  the  1st  day  of  January  1837,  to 
26th  April. 
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Whittling  off  ihe  little  end  of  nothing.  A gentle- 
man of  our”  acquaintance  paid',  yesterday,  a note  of 
between  four  and  five  thousand  dollars  at  one  of  the 
“unholy  alliance'5  banks,  which  payment  being 
made  in  the  bills  of  the  bank,  a balance  in  change 
of  two  dollars  and  five  cents  became  due  from  the 
bank,  for  which  balance  the  gentleman  was  tender- 
ed a two  dollar  note  of  the  Second  Municipality, 
and  a promise  on  the  part  of  the  batik  olitcers  to  set 
down  the  odd  five  cents  to  the  gentlemans’ account, 
ns  the  bank  at  present  paid  no  specie!  In  reply  to 
the  proffer  of  five  cents  credit,  the  gentlemen  in- 
formed the  cashier  that  he  need  not  trouble  himself 


to  open  an  account  with  him  for  so  small  an  amount, 
he  would  make  him  a present  of  it.  Is  not  this 
batik  doing  a small  business  on  a,  large  scale? 

[New  Orleans  Picayune. 


Melancholy  statement.  The  N.  York  New  Era  con- 
tains the  following:  “At  no  period  of  its  history  has 
tilers  been  so  great  a degree  of  general  distress  in 
this  city  as  there  is  at  this  day.  ’ Of  its  mechanics 
and  other  working  men,  at  least  ten  thousand  are 
now  without  employment:  and  the  wives  and  families 
of  tlmsa,  which  amount,  upon  a low  calculation,  to 
tun  thousand  persons  more,  are  suffering  want, 
many  of  them  bitter,  heart  rending  want.  The  let- 
ters which  abound  upon  our  table  from  commercial 
clerks  state  that  there  are  at  least  two  thousand  of  that 
educated  class  who  have  been  dismissed  from  their 
occupations,  and  whose  previously  scanty  salaries 
allowed  thorn  to  make  little  if  any  provision  for  so 
sudden  and  distressing  a contingency.  Of  scum- 
str-'sscr,  book  fold  mV  bonnet  makers  and  other 
industrious  females,  we  are  assured,  from  sources 
likely  to  bo  well  informed,  that  certainly  three 
thousand  are  at  this  moment  In  pining  destitution, 
ami  exposed  to  heartless  temptation,” 


Indication  of  hard  Umt^dUehttrtte  of  hands,  We 
understand  that  arrangements  are  being  made  to 
suarwnd  for  the  present  one  ofthe  throe  cotton  mills 
at  Cabofville,  Already  about  fifty  persons  employ* 
e.l  therein  have  been  dismissed,  and  in  the  course 
of  a fow  days,  as  the  different  branches  in  the  mill 
ore  atjGcnssiyely  stopped,  many  more  will  follow, 
The  whole  number  who,  in  consequence  of  this 
anspsftsion.  will  bs  obliged  to  leave  th?  factory,  and 
sunk  other  means  of  support,  we  are  informed,  will 
exceed  two  hundred,  a apeaf  proportion  of  whom 
are  fWaalus.  Mm.  Quaiti, 


OFFICIAL. 

NAVY  REGISTER. 

Navy  department,  June  3,  1837. 

Notices,  changes,  &c.  as  ascertained  at  the  de- 
partment, at  the  latest  dates. 

Vessels  attached  to  the  iiiferent  foreign  stations, 
viz: 

Mediterranean. 

Frigates  Constitution  and  United  States. 

Schooner  Shark. 

West  Indies. 

Frigate  Constellation. 

Sloops  Vandalia,  St.  Louis,  Concord,  Natchez 
and  Boston. 

Schooner  Grampus. 

Coast  of  Brazil. 

Razee  Independence. 

Sloops  Erie,  (ordered  home),  and  Fairfield. 

Brig  Dolphin. 

Pacific. 

Ship  of  (he  line  North  Carolina. 

Schooner  Boxer. 

NOTICES. 

Frigates  Constitution,  com.  Elliott,  U.  Stales, 
capt.  Wilkinson  and  schooner  Shark,  lieut.  com. 
Pearson,  -were  at  Port  Mahon  on  the  6th  of  March 
last. 

Sloop  John  Adams,  capt.  Stringham,  sailed  from 
Mahon  on  the  6tn  of  March — arrived  at  Gibraltar 
on  tiie  12th;  sailed  thence  on  the  17th;  touched  at 
the  island  of  St.  Thomas  for  water,  and  sailed  from 
that  place’oa  the  24th  of  April,  and  arrived  at  New 
York  on  the  alii  of  May. 

West  Indies. 

Frigate  Constellation,  commodore  Dallas,  sloops 
St.  Louis,  com.  Paine,  Concord,  commander  Mix, 
Natchez,  commanderMervine,  Boston,  lieut.  com. 
Engle,  and  schooner  Grampus,  lieu.  com.  McIntosh, 
were  at  Pensacola  on  the  20th  of  May,  and,  v.-iih 
the  exception  of  the  Grampus,  about  to  sail  on  a 
cruise  off  Matamoras. 

Sloop  Vandalia,  commander  Crabb,  was  still  at 
Tampa  Bay  the  2(>lh  of  April. 

Coast  of  Brazil. 

Sloop  Erie,  com.  Ren  show  and  brig  Dolphin, 
lieut.  com.  Me  Kenney,  were  at  Rio  de  Janetio  on 
the  23d  of  February  last,  to  sail  on  (he  25th  of  that 
mouth  for  Rio  Grande. 

Sloop  Fairfield,  com.  Mayo,  railed  from  Norfolk 

for  the  coast  of  Brazil  cm  Iho  both  rsf  April, 

Razee  Independence,  cot*!.  Nicolson,  sailed  from 
Boston  on  the  20th  of  May,  with  the  bon.  George 
M.  Dallas,  minister  to  Russia,  on  board.  After 
landing  him  at  Cronstadt  she  will  thence  proceed 
to  her  station  on  the  coast  of  Brazil. 

Pacific. 

Ship  of  the  line  North  Carolina,  com.  Ballard, 
arrived  at  Rio  about  the  1st  of  March  last,  (on  her 
way  to  the  Pacific),  fifty  days  from  Ilia  United 
States.  Sailed  from  Rio  on  the  25th  March. 

Frigate  Brand ywine,  capt.  Deacon,  with  com. 
Wadsworth  on  board  from  the  Pacific,  arrived  at 
Norfolk  on  the  22d  of  April,  ninety-four  days  from 
Callao. 

The  mails  for  the  Pacific  are  made  up  at  the  de- 
partment on  the  6th  of  each  month,  to  be  forwarded 
by  the  packet  as  usual,  on  the  10th  from  N.  York, 
via  Kingston,  Jamaica. 

The  brig  Ann,  from  Baltimore,  for  the  Pacific, 
will  sail  the  1st  of  July. 

For  the  Mediterranean,  as  usual,  the  mails  will 
bo  made  up  at  the  department  on  the  Kith  and  23th 
of  each  month,  to  be  sent  via  New  York. 


LATE  FROM  FLORIDA. 

From  the  Savannah  Georgian  extra,  Jane  S,  2 P.  M, 

From  Tampa.  An  express  arrived  last  night  from 
Tampa  with  despatches  to  general  Armistoad,  who 
is  charged  with  the  defence  of  the  country  east  and 
south  of  the  St.  John’s  river.  Their  contents,  so  far 
as  we  can  ascertain,  are  not  of  a very  favorable 
character,  though  but  little  is  mention- d of  the  state 
of  affairs  in  that  quarter.  No  mention  is  marl?  of) 
any  shipments  of  emigrants.  General  Jpsnp  doubts 
the  faith  ef  Ihe  Indians,  and  intends  continuing  the 
ousts  now  established,  I {Toe  posts  are  broken  up  Ihe 
Indians  will  not  emigrate.  The  post  at  New  Smyr- 
na. is  ordered  to  be  established,  and,  in  compliance 
with  Ibis  order,  captain  V, Voter's  company  of 
artillery  will  he  conveyed  by  the  steamboat  to  Uke 
position  there, 

Information  bad  been  communicated  to  general 
Tesnp  by  governor  Call,  that  fifteen  men,  women, 
ami  children  had  been  murdered  on  the  ApmtifwhL 
cola  river,  supposed  to  be  by  Creeks,  Major  NeL 
sari’s  battalion  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  governor 


Wc  have  rumor  after  rumor  of  the  movements 
and  disposition  of  the  Indians  towards  emigration, 
both  favorable  and  unfavorable:  and  now  many,  ifinot 
ah,  begin  to  look  upon  the  prospects  of  the  c l-  se  of 
the  war  as  yet  far  distant.  Due  rumor  says  that 
gen.  Jcsup  has  expressed  his  opinion  that  they  can- 
not be  got  off  before  fall:  and  another  that  a deputa- 
tion had  wa  U d on  him  with  a request  for  a further 
extension  of  time  until  fall  to  emigrate,  which  was 
refused. 

A letter  from. Fort  Dade,  received  in  this  city  last 
evening,  says  that  it  was  reported  there  that  all  the 
Indians  at  Tampa  bad  absconded,  except  about  120 
or  130  men,  women  and  children,  who  were  enrolled 
for  emigration. 

Oceolu  with  bis  band,  it  is  presumed,  had  not  ar- 
rived when  the  express  left  Tampa;  but  Coahajo 
who  is  said  to  be  the  principal  chief  on  the  St. 
John’s  river,  with  whom  he  was  made  the  roost  posi- 
tive assurances  at  Fort  Mellon  that  he  would  be  at 
Tampa  by  the  25th  inslaut  with  their  bands,  ready 
to  emigrate.  [Ft.  Augustine  Herald,  May  25. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

By  the  Pennsylvania , capt.  Smith,  from  Liver- 
pool, London  dates  to  the  24th,  and  Liverpool  to 
(he  251h  of  April,  both  inclusive,  have  been  receiv- 
ed. 

The  most  important  matter  is  the  state  of  the  mo- 
ney market  in  England;  we  give  the  latest  articles 
we  have  on  th:s  subject,  ftom  a Liverpool  paper  of 
the  25th,  and  London  of  the  24th  April.  The  news 
is  less  disastrous  by  tar  than  we  expected;  great 
hopes  being  built  upon  the  action  of  the  United 
States  bank.  The  latest  advices  from  New  York 
were  of  Use  8d,  when  the  failure  of  the  Josephs 
was  known  to  be  complete,  and  had  been  followed 
by  that  of  a heavy  house  in  New  Orleans;  but  tha 
crisis  in  New  York  and  the  country  generally-  had 
not  then  been  reached  by  a long  distance.  Wc  must 
stilt. look  forward.  [ Com.  Adv. 

From  ihe  Liverpool  Times. 

The  particulars  of  the  most  gratifying  arrange- 
ments made  by  the  bank  ofthe  United  States  equal- 
ly for  the  accommodation  of  the  American  mer- 
chants and  the  trade  of  this  country,  will  be  found 
in  another  column.  This  bold  substitution  of  the 
undoubted  credit  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  European  market,?,  for  the  doubtful  credit.  @f 
private  firms,  Stas  already  had  a wonderful  effect 
in  Liverpool  •>“  1 y A"11  London.  The  re- 

mittances <i!  these  hills  arc  as  good 
the  interest;  ar.d  as  they  must,  at  the  end  ofthe 
periods  for  which  the  tills  are-  drawn,  be  paid  in 
cash,  they  will  have  the  double  effect  of  bringing 
specie  back  to  this  country,  and  of  enabling 'the 
Americans  to  pay  their  debts  in  the  easiest  man- 
ner. 

Had  not  the  managers  of  that  “never  sufficiently 
to  be  vilified  monster”  cf  the  Jackson  men,  the 
U nited  States  bank,  hit  upon  tins  plan  of  payment, 
ail  persons  indebted  to  this  country  would  either 
have  been  compelled  to  remit  gold  immediately, 
or  to  have  failed.  In  the  ruinous  crash  produced 
by  this  state  of  things,  out  of  every  ten  houses  pos- 
sibly one  might  have  been  able  to  scrape  together 
gold  in  time.  White  the  remaining  nine,  even  though 
solvent,  would  have  failed.  The  arrangement,  there- 
fore, though  a great  advantage  to  the  Americans,  is 
not  less  great  to  the  merchant?  and  manufacturers 
of  England,  a large  portion  of  whom  will  now  obtain 
their  debts  at  once. 

The  United  States  bills  brought  by  the  Shekspetare 
and  Orpheus  on  Saturday,  ere  principally,  if  ndi 
entirely,  payable  at  the  bouse  of  Baring  & Brothers, 
in  London.’  Considerable  quantities  of  them  have 
been  sold  to  some  ofthe  principal  Liverpool  bankers, 
at  the  rate  ef§5h  for  the  100 1.  that!?,  atUwirfbll  no- 
nominal  value,  deducting  the  per  cent,  poraonum  for 
interest.  It  is  net  improbable,  from  the  very  improv- 
ing state  of  the  money  market,  that  they  will  short- 
ly be  sold  for  88/.  I Os.  the  10PL  or  even  86?,  They 
were  bought  in  New  York  at  seven  per  cent,  pre- 
mium, and  adding  to  that  premium  five  per  cent, 
for  interest,  it  gives  a course  of  exchange  of  ijgf. 
cm  this  country. 

It  would  be  a great  error  !o  suppose  that  ihe  Im- 
mediate consequences  of  this  arrangement  are  the 
only  beneficial  one?  likely  to  result  from  it.  By  sav- 
ing the  mm  chants  of  America  from  r:b  , it  vriit 
save  thousands  of  the  working  classes  of  England 
from  poverty  and  misery.  lied  the  bank-  of  the 
United  States  allowed  the  most  ©xter.-ive  market 
ter  English  goods  to  go  te  ,.iin,  -t«d  all  the  estab- 
lished commercial  relations  between  the  two  coun- 
tries to  be  broken  up.  the  mauufeetun»  of  England 
would  hove  received  a Mow  from  which  limy  would 
not  have  recovered  for  sever-?,]  years,  UtT-  t-  this 
arrangement  the  demand  for  Brilleh  goods  will  cop, 
time'  (Ready,  if  not  brisk,  and  iu  a wry  moderate 
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time  will  regain  a considerable  part  of  its  former 
activity. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  may  congratulate  our  read- 
ers on  a considerable  improvement  in 'the  slate  and 
prospects  of  trade,  ami  though  many  difficulties 
have  still  to  be  encountered,  yet  they  are  less  formi- 
dable than  they  were  a lew  days  ago,  and  there  is 
increased  strength  to  meet  them. 

From  the  Morning  Herald,  April  24. 

Saturday  evening,  April  22. — The  greatest  anxiety 
continues  to  prevail  in  the  commercial  interests 
connected  with  the  trade  to  the  United  States,  and 
the  commercial  advices  received  by  the  packet  oi 
the  24th  ultimo  have  not  tended  to  relieve  that  feel- 
ing. Tile  particulars  of  those  advices  were  fully 
detailed  in  this  journal  this  morning,  and  they  have 
been  corroborated  by  the  private  letters  which  were 
received  by  that  packet.  Late,  however,  this  eve- 
ning, an  express  was  received  at  the  North  and 
South  American  Coifee  House,  announcing  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Orpheus,  at  Liverpool,  which  sailed 
from  New  York  on  the  1st  instant,  and  it  may  rea- 
dily be  imagined  that  no  smail  degree  of  anxiety 
prevailed  for  some  time  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the 
commercial  intelligence  brought  by  her.  No  com- 
mercial letters  or  papers  have  been  received  here,  but 
it  is  understood  that,  since  the  sailing  oi  the  packet 
of  the  2 it h ultimo,  several  failures  hud  taken  place 
in  New  York,  New  Orleans,  and  other  cities.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  commercial  failures  in  the  United 
States  have  already  amounted  to  20, 000,000  dollars; 
but  tie  actual  state  of  alfuirs,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  cannot  be  rightly  estimated  until  the 
nature  of  tile  commercial  correspondence,  brought 
by  this  packet  and  her  successors,  transpires. 

The  state  of  commercial  credit  in  the  city  has 
not  retrograded  to-day;  in  fact,  there  are  symtoms 
of  greater  contidence,  which,  we  trust,  will  daily 
increase;  and  we  believe  that  tile  cautions  conduct 
and  prudential  arrangements  of  some  of  the  Ameri- 
can houses  have  tended  much  to  the  present  im- 
provements in  the  commercial  money  market. 
There  cannot,  however,  be  any  doubt  but  tiiat 
eventually  the  slate  of  the  aii'airs  of  American  mer- 
chants will  have  the  wholesome  elfeet  of  destroying 
many  of  the  overwhelming  monopolies  in  connex- 
ion with  tiie  trade  not  only  of  the  United  States,  but 
also  with  British  North  America.  As  we  stated 
some  few  days  ago,  it  is  apprehended  that  the  open- 
ing of  the  trade  to  China  and  the  East  Indies,  which 
has  been  so  freely  entered  into  uy  ii.--  A....o,'io«ua, 
is  i: ;cery  ui  create  disasters,  even  greater  than  those 
which  have  already  taken  place.  A very  considera- 
ble portion  of  time  must  therefore  elapse  ere  the 
trade  between  this  country  and  the  United  States 
can  be  resolved  into  a healthy  condition. 

The  accounts  from  the  manufacturing  districts 
are  any  thing  but  favorable.  The  interruption  of 
our  trade  with  America  appears  already  to  be  seri- 
ously felt,  and  tile  letters  state,  that-  thousands  of 
people  have  been  thrown  cut  oi  worn,  and  placed, 
by  the  res  nit  of  an  artificial  system  oi'- trade,  upon 
the  tend,  i mercies  of  the  new  poor  laws. 

An  announcement  was  made  this  afternoon  of  the 
failure  oi  a large  manufacturing  concern;  but  we 
understand  that  the  payments  of  the  firm  will  be 
shortly  resumed. 

Th  re  has  not  been  much  activity  in  ti  e stock 
exch  ihge.  Money  slock  continues  scarce. 

In  til  i British  house  ol'  commons  on  the  19th,  a 
motion  for  an  addre.ss_to  the  king,  praying  him  not 
to. renew  the  order  in  council  mitkonsing  British 
subjects  to  engage  in  the  service  of  the  queen  of 
Ppu;  i.  was  nee  rived  by  a majority  of  30,  the  vote 
b.i  ig  2-Id  and  g?3. 


MEXICO. 

Commodore  Dallas  has  sailed,  it  is  said,  with  a 
considerable  part  oi'  his  squadron  (or  Brasses  de 
Santiago,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  as  far  as  it 
may  be  in  iris  power,  the  lives  and  properly  cl  our 
eifi  wr.s,  captured  by  the  blockading  squadron  ol 
Mexico* 

From  accounts  lately  received  from  Matainoras, 
it.  appears  that  the  master,  crew  and  passengers  o! 
the  American  schooner  Champion,  captured  by  the 
Mexican  squadron,  have  been  triad  by  a court  "mar- 
tial and  condemned  t ' , p ■ pirates  under -two 
tic  cm.  ,3  of  the  hi  .vie cm  government:  the  one  pro- 
hibiting foreigners  from  coming  into  the  republic, 
with  hostile  intentions,  or  with  warlike  stores  io, 
the  use  of  any  of  the  parties,  who,  in  Texas  or 
elsewhere,  are  in  arms  against  the  established  go- 
vernment under  the  penalty  of  being  treated  as  pi- 
rates; the  other  decress  closes  the  ports  of  Texas, 
&c. 

It  is  said  the  prisoners  thus  condemned  as  pirates 
will  not  be  executed;  but  this  may  depend  upon  the 
caprice  of  the  authorities  at  Matamoras.  The  Gham- 
rfiou  was  captured  on  the  high  seas,  because  she 
was  bound  to  a port  in  Texas,  laden  in  part  with 


provisions  and  military  stores,  before  any  attempt 
to  enter  such  port,  and  before  any  warning  not  to 
do  so,  on  the  part  of  the  blockading  scpiadron.  The 
capture,  therefore,  w as  in  direct  violation  of  the 
treaty  between  this  country  and  Mexico. 

To  make  the  oiience  of  the  officers,  crew  and 
passengers  of  the  Champion,  under  such  circum- 
stances, piracy,  is  an  outrage  upon  the  understand- 
ing and  usages  ol  the  civilized  world. 

Piracy,  or  robbery  and  depredation  upon  tile 
high  seas,  is  an  olfence  against  the  law  oi  nations. 
Dine  rent  nations  pass  decrees  and  statutes,  to  aid 
and  enforce  this  lavs;  but  they  have  no  right  to 
make  that  piracy,  except  as  to  their  own  subjects 
or  citizens  which  is  not  so  by  the  laws  of  nations. 

Tile  laws  of  the  United  States  make  certain  acts 
in  tire  slave  trade,  if  committed  by  a citizen  ol  the 
United  States,  piracy,  but  not  so,  if  committed  by 
a foreigner. 

The  carrying  of  contraband  goods  to  a blockaded 
port,  is  not  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations;  and  no 
decree  oi'  Mexico  can  make  it  so.  Ii,  therefore, 
the  officers  of  the  blockading  squadron  of  Mexico 
capture  the  vessels  of  American  citizens,  as  in  the 
case  of  tile  Champion,  for  the  purpose  ot  punishing 
-their  crews  as  pirates  under  this  new’  decree,  they 
are  themselves  robbers  and  depredators  upon  the 
high  seas,  and  should  be  considered  as  pirates,  not- 
withstariding  they  may  sail  under  the  liag  ol  their 
country. 

It  is  presumed,  however,  that  this  decree  making 
a minor  oiience  piracy,  will  ba  repealed;  and  that 
the  Mexican  government  will'  not  proceed  to  ex- 
tremities. But  should  it  be  otherwise,  the  Ameri- 
can people,  no  doubt  will  sustain  our  government 
in  tiie  most  prompt  and  vigorous  measures,  in  de- 
priving the  Mexicans  of  the  power  to  enforce  their 
savage  decree,  [6 'lobe. 

Official — From  the  Globe. 

Extract  from  the  report  or  argument  of  the  pro- 
secuting solicitor  (premotor  fiscal ) at  Matamoras, 
in  the  case  ol  the  -American  schooner  Champion. 
‘■By  these  public  acts,  (the  condemnation  of  the 
vessel,  and  o!  the  crew  as  pirates),  it  is  necessary 
to  make  known  to  the  miserable  colonists  of  Texas, 
to  their  sympathizing  protectors,  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  whole  world,  that 
if,  in  violation  ct  the  laws  of  nations,  and  notwith- 
standing the  treaty  of  friendship  and  alliance  be- 
tween Mexico  nml  Ibc  United  Gtates,  the  cabinet 

of  Washington  has  its  hands  tied,  and  cannot  pre- 
vent its  subjects  from  giving  aid  and  protection  to 
the  enemies  of  Mexico,  this  republic  has  its  arms 
loose,  robustand  strong  enough  to  prevent  the  M exi- 
can nation  front  being  any  longer  the  sport  of  deceit, 
hypocrisy,  am!  fake  policy .” 

Extract  from  the  sentence  of  the  judge  of  the  dis- 
trict oi  New  Leon  arid  Tamaulipas,  condemning 
the  American  schooner  Champion  as  good  prize. 

■ I definitively  decree  and  declare  the  schooner 
Champion  tube  good  prize,  together  with  her  cargo, 
i aiso  declare  to  be  pirates  the  captain,  crew,  and 
passengers  of  the  said  schooner.  These  last  shall 
not  be  included  in  this  sentence,  if  they  shall  fully 
prove  that  they  have  not  contributed,  directly  or 
indirectly,  to  piracy,  and  that  they  are  not  enemies 
to  Hie  Mexican  government.” 

[The  sentence  condemns  tire  cargo  to  be  sold  in 
Matamoras,  at  public  'auction,  and  the  vessel  to  be 
sold,  or  reserved  ior  the  public  service,  as  the  su- 
preme government  may  order. 

The  captain,  crew  and  passengers  are  to  be  kept 
in  confinement,  and  placed  at  the  disposition  of  ge- 
n-  rai  Bravo,  commander-in-chief,  to  be  tried  by 
martini  law,  according  io  the  decree  of  October  2!k 

i'SS5.].  

LATE  FROM  TEXAS. 
from  the  N.  Orleans  Commercial  Herald,  have  1. 

We  learn  by  a 1 tter  from  our  Texas  correspon- 
dent, that  the  army  there  is  in  a sv.d  state  of  in- 
subordination; and  this  is  principally  owing  to 
their  being  l-pt  so  long  in  a state  of  inactivity, 
and  that  they  have  threatend  to  elect  their  own  of- 
ficer?, and  march  for  Matamoras  immediately,  and 
pay  themselves  with  plunder,  unless  the  govern- 
ment enters  into  some  arrangement  itistarilly  for 
offensive  operations  agai-nT  Mexico.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  conduct  on  tiie  part  of  the  mass  ol 
the  soldiers,  general  A.  S.  Johnson,  the  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  army  went  to  Houston,  and  held 
a secret  conference  with  the  cabinet  during  two  or 
three  days,  the  result  ol'  which  has  not  transpired; 
but  we  learn  that  he  insists  upon  resigning,  unless 
the  government  gives  him  orders  +o  march  to  Ma- 
tamoras. Further,  our  informant  states  that  the 
soldiers  threatened  to  inarch  upon  Houston,  and 
fire  every  house  in  it,  if  tiie  cabin  t aifov-'d  II. . 
laud  office  to  be  opened,  accrding  to  announce- 


ment, on  tiie  1st  of  June;  they  stating  that  tiie  spe- 
culators and  idlers  would  be  able  to  locate  the 
choice  lands,  whilst  their  military  duties  in  tiie 
field  would  prevent  them  from  procuring  a lair  par* 
ticipation  in  the  location. oi  eligible  lanes,  in  con- 
sequence of  such  a demonstration  oi  fec-lirig,  pre- 
sident Houston,  by  proclamation,  piohibiud  the 
opening  of  the  land  office,  according  lo  the  former 
announcement.  It  was  expected  at  Houston  that 
congress  would  hold  but  a short  session,  and  adjourn 
before  the  4th  of  July.  A minister  is  to  be  sent  from 
1 exas  to  Great  Britain,  to  request  the  latter  power 
to  recognize  the  independence  of  the  loi  mtr.  [i  or 
president  Houston’s  message,  see  page  237.] 


Mil.  STEVENSON. 

From  the  Washington  Globe  of  the  rilh  inst. 

We  publish  with  pleasure  a communication  from 
Mr.  Stevenson,  explanatory  of  iiis  letter  published 
m the  New  York  American,  which  was  tire  subject 
of  comment  in  the  Globe  "of  the  22d  of  March  last. 
Tiie  haste  and  excitement  in  which  Mr.  Stevenson 
wrote,  may  well  account  tor  the  unlucky  phraseolo- 
gy (to  say  the  least  of  it)  in  w hich  his  lettu  was 
couched.  The  writing  of  Mr.  Hush’s  letter  which 
was  imputed  to  him,  lie  declared  “a  wanton  and 
bare-faced  calumny.”  The  charge  that  he  had  “any 
agency  or  direction  in  the  repubiication  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren’s  letter  about  the  bank  of  the  United  State?,” 
he  pronounced  “false  and  calumnious.”  As  Mr. 
Stevenson  says  he  fully  accords  with  the  semime  nts 
expressed  in  the  letter  to  Sherrod  V\  iliiams,  lie  can- 
not but  perceive  that  the  terms  he  emj  loyecl  in  stat- 
ing the  truth  in  regard  to  its  repul  lication,  were 
inappropriate.  11  lie  had  been  charged  with  having 
a beautiful  edition  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence published  in  London,  he  might  have  said  the 
statement,  as  to  tact,  was  false,  but  could  not  have 
said,  as  an  admirer  ot  that  paper,  that  the  amputation 
was  “ calumnious .” 

We  are  gratified  io  perceive  that  Mr.  Stevenson 
has  co itradicted  in  express  terms,  a part,  and  by 
inference  the  whole,  oi  Mr.  John  Euer’s  postscript 
to  Mr.  King.  The  postscript  is  as  follows: 

“Mr.  Stevenson’s  course  has  not  only  been  free 
from  r proach,  but  is  entitled  to  very  high  praise, 
and  I refer  especially  to  his  conduct  in  the  matter 
of  the  bank  of  the  U 'fifed  States.  He  has  not  hesi- 
tated, whenever  the  subject  has  been  introduced  to 
avow  his  belief  that  tiie  charter  of  the  bank  will  not 
be  repealed,  and  lfis  conviction  that  it  ought  not  to 
be,  except  upon  the  clearest  evidence  oi  corruption 
found;  and  so  well  timed  have  been  Iiis  declarations, 
that  Mr.  Bates  (of  the  house  oi'  Barings)  assured 
him  t iat  they  have  fully  counteracted  the  mischiev- 
ous eficcts  that  the  conduct  and  opinions  of  Mr. 
Rush  would  otherwise  have  Lad,  not  merely  on  the 
credit  ot  the  bank,  but  on  the  character  of  the  coun- 
try. Mr.  Rush  is  the  sole  author  of  the  letter  in 
the  Globe,  and  oi  the  repubiication  here  ol  Mr.  Van 
Boren's  letter,  with  a preface  written,  I fully  be- 
lieve, by  himself.” 

Whai  is  said  of  Mr  Rush  is  explicitly  denied; 
and  as  Mr.  Stevenson  distinctly  asserts  that  he  was 
in  no  sense  a partisan  of  the  United  States  bank,  he 
could  hot  have  played  in  London  the  part  assigned 
him  bv  Mr.  Drier,  who  himself,  a devoted  partisan 
of  the  bank,  says  tiiat  this  conduct  was  entitled  Io 
the  highest  praise,  especially  in  the  matter  of  the 
ban'.:  of  the  United  States.  If  Mr.  Stevenson  did 
not  In  sit at<*  to  declare  on  ail  occasions  that  the  char- 
t r of  the  hank  “will  not  be  .-.•pealed,  and  lfis  con- 
viction that  it  ought  not  to  be,  except  upon  the 
clearest  evidir.ce  < f comtpiion,”  be  at  once  under- 
took to  d.  v ids  both  issues  in  i;w  oi  ol  the  lu-nk.  made 
with  if  bv  the  Pennsylvania  democracy.  1 he  Penn- 
s', I vania  republicans  said  ils  charter  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed, with  or  without  corruption  piovrd.  The 
declaration  ascribed  to  Mr.  ftevenson,  that  “it 
ought  not  to  be  repealed  exec]  t upon  the  clearest 
•vider.ee  pf  corruption,”  courted  with  the  assertion 
'hat  “it  will  not  bo  repealed,”  was  delivering  his 
v i rdict  before  the  question  was  tried,  both  as  to  the 
alleged  corruption,  and  as  to  the  power  of  one  le- 
xis! fiure  to  tie  the  hands  of  another,  by  making 

1 strii  rich's  of  political  privileges,  by  charters  of 
incorporation. 

A friend  in  London,  in  nowise  connected  with 
Mr.  Stevenson,  without  his  privity,  writes  to  us 
that  lo  one  wild  has  been  in  constant  inte  course 
with  Mr.  Stevenson  as  he  has  been,  and  witnessed  his 
uniform  and  ardent  defence  of  our  democratic  in- 
stitutions, measures  and  men  on  all  joints,  and  Iiis 
preferences  show  n for  the  cause  of  popular  lights, 
even  here,  when  he  might  properly  si  ow  them,  the 
idea  of  his  wanting  arre  of  those  -sympathies,  and 
above  all  of  being  a bank  man,  sounds  strangely. 
Mr.  Joint  Deur,  then,  we  take  it,  has  made  free  to 
impute  his  own  fee  ings  about  the  bank  io  another, 
as  it  appears  he  did  in  ascribing  hi : < w-  - -in:  • : i 

of  Mr.  Rush’s  conduct  and  opinions  to  Mr.  Bates 


NILES  WEEKLY  REGISTER — JUNE  10,  1837— IMPORTANT  DECISION. 


220 


LETTER  FROM  Ml'..  STF.VEN’SON. 

London , April  22,  1307.  j 
I Invo  just  seen,  in  die  Globe  of  the  22d  of  j 
March,  an  article  in  relation  to  a letter  of  mine  re- 
cently published  in  New  York,  which  I have  read 
with  painiiil  surprise.  Of  the  tone  of  this  article  I 
shall  forbear  to  speak.  As  the  writer  however, 
seems  evidently  to  labor  under  a total  misappre- 
hension of  the  circumstances  under  which  my  latter 
Was  written,  and  the  motives  which  prompted  it,  I 
feel  it  due  to  myself,  as  well  as  others,  to  seize  the 
earliest  moment  of  making  a frank  explanation  of 
the  whole  matter.  I have,  therefore,  to  request  the 
publication  of  this  communication.  It  is  quite 
manifest,  from  the  tenor  of  the  arlicle,  that  the 
writer  is  under  the  impression  that  the  letter  writ- 
ten in  vindication  of  myself,  against  the  charges  of 
!'“•  'A w York  Advertiser,  was  calculated.  >*'  net 
intended,  to  impeach  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Rush  in 
relation  to  the  sentiments  contained  in  his  letter  to 
the  editor  of  the  Globe,  and  published  last  fall,  and 
to  express  my  dissent  from  the  opinions  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Williams  republish- 
ed in  London.  It  is  proper,  in  the  first  place,  to 
state  explicity,  that  nothing  of  the  kind  was  either 
intended  or  thought  of  by  myself.  Certainly  had 
no  allusion  to  either  when  I wrote  mv  letter,  nor 
to  the  republic  ition  in  Loudon  of  Mr.  Van  Buran’s 
letter,  further  than  to  state  that  I had  no  participa- 
tion in  that  republication,  nor  any  one  connected 
with  the  mission.  In  doing  this,  I intended  to  ex- 
press no  opinio  i as  to  the  propriety  of  the  republi- 
cation  by  others.  My  relation  both  with  Mr.  Van 
Ruren  and  Mr.  Rush  forbid  any  such  thing.  With 
the  views  contained  in  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  letter  tc> 
Mr.  Williams,  I am  in  full  and  perfect  accord. 
I^or  is.  there  any  authority  for  supposing  that,  in 
any  thing  1 have  done  here,  I have  acted  as  the 
friend  or  partisan  of  the  bank.  My  opinions  in  re- 
lation to  tnat  institution  have  not  undergone  the 
slightest  change.  They  have  been  expressed  here 
without  reserve,  when  it  vvas  proper  to  do  so,  as  my 
friends  well  know,  and  none  more  so,  as  I feel  per- 
suaded, than  Mr.  Rush.  Nor  did'  I intend  any 
thing  more,  in  speaking  of  my  being  the  representa- 
tive of  nr/  whole  country,  than  a defence  of  myself 
against  the  calumnies  of  the  Commercial.  'The 
charge,  it  will  be  borne  in  mind,  was  that  I was 
acting  as  a partisan  under  the  cloak  of  mv  ministe- 
rial office,  and  attempting  "“j—o  flip  orffi 

institutions  or  me  country.” 

Not  Deling  myself  called  on  while  here  to  enter 
into  onr  home  contests  of  party,  no  public  interest 
seeming  to  require  it,  I frankly  disclaimed  having 
done  so  in  ray  letter.  I did  not,  however,  feel  my- 
self warranted  in  expressing  the  opinion  that  the 
bank  was  insolvent,  or  unable  to  meet  its  engage- 
ments, or  that  its  charter  would  be  abrogated  unless 
cans'  should  be  shown  to  warrant  it,  of  which  I was 
uninformed,  and  could  express'  no  opinion.  On  the 
contrary,  when  the  commercial  embarrassments  and 
distress  co  nmenced  here,  and  great  alarm  began  to 
be  entertained  by  the  com  minify  in  relation  to  the 
credit  and  institutions  of  onr  country,  my  opinion 
was  frequently  asked  as  to  the  solvency  and  ability 
of  our  moneyed  institutions,  and  especially  those  of 
Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  was  freely  given, 
un  It  the  hone  of  dissipating  the  fears  that  were 
ontert  lined  and  resloring  confidence.  All  this  of 
course  became  known  to  the  friend  (John  Ducr,  esq. 
of  New  York)  to  whom  my  letter  was  addressed. 
This  gentleman  was  here  as  the  agent  of  a large 
local  moneyed  institution  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  felt  not  only  deeply  iriterusted,  but  alarmed,  at 
the  state  of  embarrassment  and  distress  which  had  la- 
ken  place,  and  was  likely  to  increase.  Knowing  what 
had  taken  place,  and  the  desire  that  I had  mani- 
fest'd to  prevent,  as  far  I could,  that  state  of  things, 
which  the  editor  of  the  Commercial  had  charged 
me  with  cylttairiwr  to  produce,  he  addressed  to 
me  the  friendly  letter  to  which  mine  was  an  an- 
swer. It  was  in  this  way  that  the  correspondence 
took  place.  It  is  proper,  however,  that  I should 
correct  a misapprehension  into  which  he  has  fallen, 
a9  to  the  declaration  made  by  Mr.  Rates  to  myself, 
and  to  which  allusion  is  made  by  him  in  the  extract 
orhis  lett"r  to  his  friend  in  New  York.  Mr.  Bates 
did  not  speak  of  Mr.  Rush.  When  casually  speak- 
ing or  t.he  attack,  which  he  had  cither  seen  or  heard 
of  in  the  Commercial,  he  remarked  that  it  was  un- 
just to  charge  in'5  with  an  attempt  to  injure  the 
credit  and  institutions  of  our  country,  when  my  opi- 
nion had  been  relied  on  as  counteracting  that  of 
others.  The  conversation  was  an  incidental  one, 
and  rose  entirely  from  the  attack  in  the  Commercial 
Advertiser,  which  Ind  just  been  received.  This  is 
a brief  statement  of  this  whole  matter.  I submit  it 
to  the  liberal  and  just  portion  of  mv  countrymen, 
with  a confidence  1 h at  they  will  see  it  in  its  proper 
light,  and  appreciate  the  motives  under  which  I 
have  acted.  ‘ A.  STEVENSON. 


P.  S.  Mr.  S.  has  seen  none  of  the  publications  unimpaired  the  rights  of  an  independent  depart- 
to  which  the  writer  of  the  article  in  the  Globe  ment  of  the  general  government, 
refers.  Very  respectfully,  your  olid’t  serv’t 


AMOS  KENDALL. 


IMPORTANT  DECISION. 

STOCKTON  8c  STOKES  VS.  THE  POST  MASTER  GEN- 
ERAL. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

The  circuit  court  of  this  District,  sitting  at  Wash- 
ing, since  last  Monday,  [lave  been  altogether  engag- 
ed in  civil  business,  of  no  unusual  interest.  The 
grand  jury  adjourned,  at  their  last  sitting,  until  the 
first  Monday  in  next  month,  when,  we  presume, 
the  criminals  now  in  jail,  and  others  held  to  bail, 
(a  pretty  large  number),  will  be  put  upon  their 
trials.  We  think  it  not  improbable  that  the  court 
will  continue  in  session  two  or  three  weeks  longer. 
Fn  the  oF‘  the  United  States  at  instance  of 

Stockton  & Stokes,  relators,  vs.  the  postmaster  gen- 
eral, Mr.  R.  S.  Coxe,  read  the  petition  of  the  rela- 
tors to  tile  court.  It  was  a long  and  interesting 
paper,  which  was  listened  to  with  very  close  atten- 
tion by  every  one  present.  The  following  is  a re- 
port of  what  passed  in  the  case. 

Circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the 
county  of  Washington,  May  2G,  18S7. 
United  States,  at  instance  of  Stockton 
Stokes,  lelators,  vs.  the  postmaster  general 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  R.  S.  Coxe  moved  the  court  for  a rule  upon 
Amos  Kendall,  the  present  postmaster  general  of 
the  United  States,  to  show  cause  why  a mandamus 
should  not  issue  from  this  court,  commanding  the 
said  postmaster  general  to  allow  to  the  relators  cer- 
tain credits  in  their  accounts  with  the  United  States, 
pursuant  to  an  act  of  congress  commanding  the 
same;  and  also  to  pay  over  to  them  with  interest,  a 
certain  sum  or  sums  of  money  adjudged  to  be  due 
them,  as  ascertained  by  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury, 
in  the  mode  marked  out  by  the  said  act  of  congress. 

The  court  intimated  various  doubts  and  objec- 
tions, which  they  threw  out  as  mere  suggestions, 
and  which  they  also  stated,  would,  probably,  more 
properly  be  the  subject  of  consideration  on  the 
return-day  of  the  rule,  which  they  fixed  for  Thurs- 
day next,  the  1st  inst. 


From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  2 d inst. 
Circuit  court  nf  (lip  District  of  CoIiumLIo  r~.. 
me  county  ot  Washington,  Thursday,  June  1, 
1337. 


U.  States,  at  instance  of  Stockton  & Stokes, 
relators,  vs.  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster  general. 
This  being  the  day  fixed  upon  by  the  court  for 
the  return  of  the  rule  upon  the  postmaster  general 
to  show  cause  why  a mandamus  should  not  issue 
against  him,  compelling  him  to  make  to  the  relators 
certain  payments  and  allowances,  the  postmaster 
general,  in  reply,  refused  to  appear,  but  sent  a letter 
stating  the  grounds  of  his  refusal,  and  accompanied 
by  an  opinion  of  the  attorney  general  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  his  obligation  to  answer  to  the  process- 
The  court  stated  lhat  they  could  not  notice  the 
communication  otherwise  than  as  a demurrer  to  the 
whole  proceedings,  and  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  in  the  matter;  in  which  light  the  letter  of  the 
postmaster  general  was  considered  and  read  as  fol- 
lows: 


Post  office  department,  June  1,  1337. 
Hon.  William  Crunch,  chief  justice,  .S/c. 

Sir:  In  declining  to  appear  before  the  circuit 
court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  county  of 
Washington,  in  obedience  to  their  order  of  the  26th 
ult.  for  the  purjiose  of  showing  cause  why  a man- 
damus should  not  issue  commanding  me,  as  post- 
master general,  to  pay  Messrs.  Stockton  & Stokes, 
and  others,  a sum  of  money  claimed  by  them  to  be 
due  from  the  post  office  department,  I beg  you  to 
be  assured  that  I am  not  actuated  by  any  want  of 
respect  lor  yon  irffi  ynur  associate  judges,  person- 
ally or  officially,  but  altogether  by  high  public  con- 
siderations. 

Doubting  whether  any  portion  of  the  judiciary 
of  the  United  States,  and  much  more,  whether  a 
court  established  in  this  District  for  purposes  en- 
tirely local,  could  constitutionally  inquire  into  the 
official  conduct  of  the  president  or  heads  of  depart- 
ments, who  are  responsible,  through  the  process  of 
impeachment,  with  the  view  to  control  them  in 
their  ministerial  functions,  1 deemed  it  iny  duty  to 
ask  the  opinion  and  advice  of  the  attorney  general 
upon  the  subject.  A Copy  of  his  opinion  I have 
the  honor  to  enclose. 

As  well  for  the  reasons  given  by  him,  as  from  the 
conclusions  of  my  own  mind,  1 am  constrained  to 
the  conclusion  that  your  court  possesses  no  legal  or 
constitutional  authority  to  require  the  attendance 
of  the  postmaster  general  in  such  a case,  and  that, 
in  countenancing  the  claim  bv  an  appearance  before 
them,  I should  compromit  my  obligation  to  preserve 


Attorney  General's  Office,  May  SO,  1S37. 

Sir:  It  appears,  by  your  letter  of  the  20)  h instant, 
and  the  paper  enclosed  therein,  that  application  has 
been  made  by  William  B.  Stokes  and  oilier  (o  the 
circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the 
county  of  Washington  for  a writ  of  mandamus,  to  be 
diiected  to  the  postmaster  general  of  the  U.  States, 
directing  him  to  execute  a certain  act  of  Congress 
in  the  mode  specified  in  such  application;  and  that, 
in  accordance  therewith,  the  court  has  granted  a 
rule  upon  the  postmaster  general  lo  show  cause  why 
such  writ  should  not  issue.  In  answer  to  your  call 
for  my  opinion  and  advice  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court  to  entertain  this  procedure,  and  to  issue 
the  writ  applied  for.  I have  the  honor  to  inform  yau 
that  I am  clearly  of  opinion  that  no  such  jurisdic- 
tion is  possessed  by  it. 

In  the  case  of  McIntyre  vs.  Wood,  (7  Cranch’s 
reports,  504)  a similar  question  was  brought  up  for 
decision  in  the  supreme  court  of' the  United  States, 
upon  a division  of  opinion  in  the  circuit  court  for 
the  district  of  Ohio,  upon  a motion  for  a mandamus 
to  the  register  of  the  laud  office  at  Marietta,  com- 
manding him  to  grant  final  certificates  of  purchase 
to  the  plaintiff,  for  certain  lands  in  that  state.  The 
supreme  court  decided  that  the  circuit  court  had  no 
power  to  issue  such  a writ;  the  judges  being  of 
opinion  that  the  power  conferred  by  the  judiciary 
act  of  1789  on  the  circuit  courts  to  issue  the  writ  (if 
mandamus  is  exclusively  confined  to  those  cases  in 
which  it  may  be  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  their 
jurisdiction.  They  considered  the  constitutional 
provisions  concerning  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States  broad  enough  to  authorise  the  dele- 
gation to  the  circuit  court  of  a power  to  issue  writs 
of  mandamus,  in  cases  where  ministerial  act  is  neces- 
sary to  the  completion  of  an  individual  right  arising 
out  of  laws  of  the  United  States;  but,  as  the 
acts  of  congress  delegated  no  such  power,  the  con- 
clusion vvas  inevitable  that  it  could  not  be  exer- 
cised. The  principle  of  this  decision  was  recog- 
nized in  the  subsequent  case  of  McClurg  vs.  Sill  i - 
man,  (6  Wheaton’s  Reports,  598,)  and  has  never,  to 
mv  knowledge,  been  called  in  question. 

Unless,  therefore,  some  power  in  relation  to  the 

I*  oven  (relegated  to  flip  rim, it 

court  for  the  county  ot  Washington,  u Jv Im/fiVdf 
possessed  in  such  cases  by  the  otlrer  circuit  courts 
ofthe  United  States,  the  point  must  be  regarded  as 
settled  by  the  highest  judicial  authority.  I have 
carefully  examined  the  acts  of  congress  organizing 
the  court,  and  regulating  its  jurisdiction;  but,  though 
it  possesses  some  powers  not  delegated  to  the  other 
circuit  courts,  I do  not  find  that  it  has  ever  been 
authorised,  in  express  terms,  or  by  any  general 
grant  of  power,  to  issue  a writ  of  mandamus  to  an 
executive  officer  of  the  United  States.  In  this  re- 
spect. I think  its  jurisdiction  the  same  with  that  of 
the  other  courts;  and,  consequently,  that  it  cannot 
rightfully  entertain  the  procedure.  I am,  sir,  very 
respecfuily,  your  obedient  servant. 


B.  F.  BUTLER. 

The  lion.  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster  general  U.  S. 

Tile  ride  to  show  cause  is  herewith  returned. 

Mr.  Coxe  then,  on  the  part  of  the  relators,  pro- 
ceeded to  state  the  case,  and  read  a variety  of  docu- 
ments enforcing  the  claim  of  the  relators,  and  the 
propriety  of  the  grounds  upon  which  the  action 
and  power  of  the  court  was  invoked. 

The  argument  was  continued  until  4 o’clock,  by 
Mr.  Coxe  and  by  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,  foil 
the  same  side,)  who  cited  a variety  ofauthorities 
of  decisions,  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  in  the  various  courts  of  the  states  of 
the  union. 

When  they  concluded,  the  case  vvas  submitted  to 
the  court,  which  now  holds  the  matter  under  ad- 
visement. 


The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  argument  of 
Mr.  Core  in  support  of  his  motion  for  a mandamus 
against  the  postmaster  general. 

In  the  great  case  of  Marburv  vs.  Madison,  the  late 
chief  justice  of  the  United  States,  in  pronouncing 
the  opinion  of  the  court,  pursued  the  order  of  argu- 
ment which  it  is  intended  to  follow  in  the  present 
instance. 

"1.  Have  the  relators  a right  to  the  relief  which  it 
is  the  object  of  the  process  asked  of  the  court  to 
furnish? 

2.  If  they  have  do  the  laws  of  the  country  afford 
a remedy? 

3.  Is  a writ  of  mandamus  the  appropriate  remedy? 

4.  As  a branch  of  this  inquiry,  is  the  present  dp- 
defendant,  holding  the  office  he  does,  amenable  to 
this  process? 
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i.  Have  the  relators  a rigid  to  require  the  act  to 
be  done  of  the  non-performance  of  which  they 
complain,  and  which  they  seek  to  have  done? 

The  act  of  July  2,  1335,  (pamphlet  laws,  2i)l), 
provides  that  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  shall  ex- 
amine and  adjust  the  claims  of  the  relators  as  therein 
prescribed,  and  report  the  balance  due  to  them 
or  either  of  them.  The  award  being  made,  the  post- 
master general  is  directed  to  enter  a credit  upon  the 
books  of  the  department  for  the  sum  so  awarded. 

The  petition  avers  that  the  solicitor  did  thus  award 
in  pursuance  of  the  law,  and  the  object  of  the  man- 
damus prayed  of  the  court  is  to  compel  the  post- 
master general  to  credit  the  relators  with  the  amount 
of  the  award. 

[Mr.  Coxe  here  read  the  reports  of  the  solicitor.] 
So  far  as  we  have  been  apprised  of  the  objections 
to  the  award,  they  are  furnished  by  the  postmaster 
general,  in 

1.  His  letter  to  Mr.  Grundy; 

2.  His  remarks  on  the  award  transmitted  by  the 
president  to  the  senate,  which  elicited  the  reply 
from  the  solicitor; 

3.  His  reply  to  the  solicitor’s  observations. 

So  far  as  the  objections  thus-  announced  goto 
deny  the  jurisdiction  of  the  solicitor,  it  merits  dis- 
cussion, and  this  court  must  pronounce  its  decision 
on  the  question. 

So  far  as  they  go  to  question  the  correctness  of 
the  judgment  which  the  solicitor  has  pronounced 
upon  the  facts,  so  far  this  court  will,  it  is  presum- 
ed, concur  in  the  opinion  of  tile  judiciary  com- 
mittee of  the  senate,  approved  by  tile  unanimous 
vote  of  that  body.  See  reports. 

Upon  the  question  of  jurisdiction  we  have — 

1.  The  opinion  of  the  solicitor,  who,  invested  by 
congress  with  judicial  functions,  has  pronounced 
upon  the  extent  of  his  own  powers. 

*2.  The  opinion  of  the  attorney  general,  the  law 
officer  of  the  government,  and  whose  opinions  upon 
questions  of  law  ought  to  have  great  weight  with 
ail  the  officers  of  the  government. 

3.  The  unanimous  opinion  of  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee of  the  senate,  accomplished  lawyers,  pro- 
nouncing upon  the  true  signification  of  an  act  of 
congress  drawn  by  that  committee. 

4.  The  unanimous  opinion  of  the  senate,  a body 

composed  of  ®SI,,.ur  J'73'  ' character, 

“ ...  „ „„  profound  lawyers,  and  posseaumg  a 

very  important  share  in  the  legislative  power,  tell- 
ing us  with  all  the  weight  of  their  authority  what 
they  designed  to  do,  and  what  they  believed  they 
actually  did. 

Arrayed  against  this  mass  of  authority,  we  find 
one  individual,  without  legal  qualifications,  with- 
out any  lawful  authority  to  decide,  without  any  of- 
ficial right  to  adjudicate  in  the  case,  volunteering 
art  expression  of  judgment,  and  entering  into  the 
contest  with  ail  the  zeal  of  a party. 

2.  Do  the  laws  of  the  country  aiford  any  remedy? 
Tor  violations  of  a positive  duty  enjoined  by  law, 

in  a Pountry  of  laws,  some  remedy  must  exist — I 
Crunch,  1 coni',  reps.  275. 

It  is  important  to  distinguish  between  what  is 
vindicatory  and  what  is  purely  remedial. 

An  impeachment  may  be  sustained  against  any 
public  officer  who  omits  or  refuses  to  perform  a 
positive  duty;  but  this  is  a great  state  prosecution, 
which  the  citizen  cannot  invoke  at  his  pleasure:  its 
origin  is  the  house  of  representatives. 

Nor  will  a conviction  on  .an  impeachment  remedy 
the  wrong. 

The  injured  party  who  has  sustained  the  wrong 
cannot  have  that  wrong  righted  by  any  judgment 
upon  an  impeachment.  This  proceeding  is  one 
instituted  by  the  public  for  public  purposes  only. 

An  indictment  will  lie  against  a police  officer 
(or  a violatian  of  official  duty.  Here  again  convic- 
tion may  follow  the  indictment,  and  judgment  and 
punishment  be  the  consequences.  But  a fine  paid 
by  the  delinquent  will  enure  to  the  public,  and  his 
imprisonment  will  never  repair  the  original  wrong. 

A civil  suit  may  be  sustained  against  the  party 
whose  illegal  conduct  has  indicted  injury  upon  a 
citizen;  but  a verdict  and  judgment  against  Arnos 
Kendall  cannot  be  enforced  against  the  public  trea- 
sury. This  treasury  is  the  fun  1 to  which  the  party 
is  entitled  to  Tok;  lie  has  a right  to  the  credit  upon 
the  books  of  the  department.  He  cannot  be  com- 
pelled to  accept,  in  lieu  thereof,  a claim  against  an 
individual. 

Independently  of  other  grounds,  the  two  debts 
are  not  of  equal  degree,  or  value.  If  in  conse- 
quence of  the  omission  to  give  these  credits,  a debt 
shall  appear  to  be  due  from  the  relators  to  the  U. 
States,  that  debt  is  a preferred  debt — in  may  be 
enforced  in  a summary  way — 2 Binneij.  Common- 
wealth, vs.  Johnson. 

Is  it  then  a case  for  a mandamus? 

It  fully  meets  all  the  categories  in  the  case  cited 
from  Binney. 


1.  The  postmaster  general  is  a public  officer, 
directed  by  statute  to  perform  a specific  duty,  and 
the  relators  have  no  other  specific  remedy. 

2.  It  comes  fully  within  the  principle  of  Mar- 
bury  and  Madison,  1 cond.  rep.  278. 

Is  there  then  any  thing  in  the  character  of  the 
office  held  by  the  'defendant  which  shall  exempt 
him  from  the  jurisdiction?. 

The  postmaster  general  is  no  part  of  the  exe- 
cutive. 

[Compare  here  the  act  of  27th  July,  5739,  (lug. 
Dig.  806),  constituting  the  state  department. 

The  act  of  August  7,  1789,  constituting  the  war 
department. 

The  act  of  April  30  1793,  constituting  the  navy 
department. 

The  act  of  April  30,  1310,  constituting  tire  puat 
office  department.] 

This  last  invests  the  postmaster  general  with  no 
executive  powers;  he  is  not  amenable  to  the  presi- 
dent he  is  responsible  only  to  the  legislature. 

The  whole  authority  to  create  the  department  is 
legislative. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  says,  “con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  establish  post  offices  and 
post  roads” — art.  1 sec.  S. 

The  state  department  emphatically  is  a part  of 
the  executive.  So  are  the  war  and  navy.  The 
secretaries  are  the  agents  of  the  president,  and,  in 
the  exercise  of  executive  powers,  they  are  the  or- 
gans by  whom  he  acts. 

But  the  action  of  the  judiciary  upon  the  post- 
master is  in  no  manner  producing  a collision  be- 
tween two  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  government. 

From  the  time  of  lord  Arlington  vs.  Merricke,'  2 
Saund.  403,  in  England,  suits  have  been  brought 
by  postmasters  general  as  private  suits. 

The  history  of  the  establishment  in  England  and 
the  United  States  may  be  found,  2 Dane,  435. 

[See  7 Crunch,  in  the  case  Dunlop  vs.  Monroe.] 

These  views  and  authorities  establish,  it  would 
seem,  the  doctrine  that  a postmaster  general  may 
he  sued. 

But  under  our  institutions,  it  can  never  he  ad- 
mitted that  any  officer,  however  exalted,  is  ex- 
empt from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  in  conse- 
quence of  the  office  he  holds. 

In  the  trial  of  Smith  and  Ogden,  the  heads  of  do- 
partrnein  wnc  uuu  iu  uc  aun.imbK  *.^  

In  the  trial  of  Burra  subpeena  duces  tecum  was 
directed  to  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

[See  Story  on  the  constitution,  579,  sec.  814. 

Also,  Kawlc  on  the  constitution,  156,  275.] 

It  has  been  suggested  from  the  bench,  (continu- 
ed Mr.  Coxe),  whether  the  proceeding  contemplat- 
ed is  not  a virtual  evasion  of  the  Well  established 
principle  that  the  United  Stales  is  not  suable.  The 
suggestion,  (said  Mr.  C.j  is  an  important  one,  and 
the  question  which  it  involves  deserves  and  has 
received  the  mature  consideration  of  the  most  ac- 
complished jurists  and  the  highest  tribunals  in  our 
country.  The  same  objection  was  urged  on  behalf 
of  the  state  of.  Ohio  in  the  case  of  Osborn  vs.  bank 
ofthe  United  States;  reported  in  9th  Wheaton,  and 
in  the  case  ofthe  Planters  bank  of  Georgia  vs.  hank 
ofthe  United  States,  in  the  same  volume,  and  it  is 
the  subject  of  distinct  consideration  by  Mr.  Justice 
Story,  in  his  commentaries  on  the  constitution.  §. 
627,' 831),  831. 

But  in  tliis  case  there  is  a distinct  and  inde- 
pendent answer,  if  farther  answer  is  required. — 
The  inhibition  is  against  instituting  a suit  against 
the  United  States.  Here  the  process  prayed  is  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States  as  plaintiif.  On  the 
record  the  case  stands  as  a prosecution  against  the 
defendant,  Amos  Kendall.  It  is  a case,  then,  in 
which  jurisdiction  is  expressly  given.  Here  I should 
be  disposed  to  leave  the  argument,  but  for  the  opi- 
nion of  the  attorney  general,  which  has  .foot  boon 
laid  before  the  court.  As  to  the  communication 
addressed  by  the  defendant,  enclosing  this  opinion, 
it  does  not  come  before  the  court  in  such  a manner 
as  to  entitle  it  to  judicial  notice.  It  is  no  com- 
pliance with  the  rule  of  the  court,  but  amounts  to 
a refusal  to  recognise  the  authority  ofthe  court. 

But  the  postmaster  general  and  his  legal  adviser 
do  not  appear  to  concur  in  their  views.  The  form- 
er rests  himself  upon  the  high  dignity  of  his  officp 
exempting  him  from  being  amenable  to  any  judicial 
process.  The  latter  confines  himself  to  the  simple 
question  whether  this  court  possesses  jurisdiction 
to  award  this  particular  process.  The  former  ob- 
jection has  been  already  noticed,  and  need  not  be 
further  discussed.  The  postmaster  general  appears 
to  be  ignorant  of  the  character  of  the  office,  and  of 
the  law  by  which  his  powers  as  well  as  his  duties 
are  prescribed. 

As  to  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general,  it  is  to 
me  a matter  of  regret,  and  I doubt  not  will  hereafter 
be  so  to  him,  that  such  an  official  opinion  has  been 
permitted  to  emanate  fiom  the  law  adviser  of  the 


government,  it  shows  the  danger  of  profession;  1 
men  undertaking  to  pronounce  r-x  cathedra  open 
subjects  of  which,  practically,  they  know  nothing. 
The  learned  gentleman  cannot  have  read  the  law 
conferring  jurisdiction  ori  (Iris  court,  or  has  wholly 
misconceived  its  tc-rms  This  statute  has  been  r-  - 
peatectiy  under  the  consideration  of  this  court  and 
the  supreme  court,  from  the  year  1801,  and  has  re- 
ceived a construction  obviously  in  conformity  with 
the  plain  language  of  the  act,  and  which  has  been 
more  than  once  recognized  by  the  supreme  court. 

The  act  of  27th  February,  1801,  creating  the 
circuit  court,  after  re-enacting  the  laws  of  Maryland 
within  this  portion  ofthe  District,  invests  the  court 
and  its  judges  with  all  the  power  by  law  vested  in 
the  circuit  courts  and  the  judges  of  the  circuit  courts 
of  (lie  United  States.  This  act  was  passed  wi**”- 
a few  days  after  the  act  of  February  13,  1801, 
which  reorganized  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States. 

By  the  11th  section  of  this  act,  jurisdiction  was 
conferred  upon  the  circuit  courts  in  very  broad  ai  d 
comprehensive  terms.  After  enumerating  various 
matters  of  which  they  shall  have  cognizance,  it  pro- 
ceeds: “And  also  of  all  actions  or  suits,  matters  or 

tilings,  cognizable  by  the  judicial  authority  of  the 
United  States  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  constitu- 
tion thereof,  where  the  matter  in  dispute  shall 
amount  to  four  hundred  dollars,  and  where  origin;  1 
jurisdiction  is  not  given  by  the  constitution  oi  the 
United  States  to  the  supreme  court  thereof,  or  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  by  law  to  the  district  courts  of 
the  United  States.”'  Such  are  the  powers,  and 
such  the  jurisdiction,  conferred  upon  this  court. 

From  iSOl  til!  the  present  time  this  full  extent  of 
jurisdiction  has  been  constantly  and  uniformly 
exercised  by  this  court.  Indictments  have  been 
found,  and  convictions  been  had,  and  punishments 
been  inflicted.  Informations  in  the  nature  of  a quo 
warranto , injunctions  and  mandamuses,  have  been 
repeatedly  awarded,  and  the  judgments  of  the  court 
upon  them  reviewed  by  the  supreme  court.  No 
doubt  or  question  has  ever  been  expressed  as  to  the 
correctness  of  the  interpretation  thus  given  to  the 
acts  of  congress. 

Surely  the  attorney  general  must  have  been  igno- 
rant of  all  this,  and' thus  has  he  given  an  opinion 
upon  half  the  law  of  the  case.  It  were  to  be  wished 

—i.i  -i  and  expunged.  But 

that  is  now  impossible.  Had  the  attorney  general 
been  aware  ofthe  law  conferring  jurisdiction  upon 
tiiis  court,  and  of  the  long-established  practice 
under  it,  he  could  not  but  have  seen  that  the  case  of 
Mclntire  vs.  Wood,  which  he  has  cited  from 
7 Cranch.  instead  of  being  an  authority  to  sustain 
his  views,  is  conclusive  against  him.  The  learned 
judge,  who  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court  in 
that  case,  rests  the  decision  upon  the  judiciary  act 
of  5789,  wholly  different  in  its  terms  from  that  of 
1S01.  In  terms  he  says:  “Had  the  11th  section  of 

the  judiciary  act  covered  the  whole  ground  of  the 
constitution,  there  would  lie  much  reason  for  exer- 
cising this  power  in  many  cases  wherein  some 
ministerial  act  is  necessary  to  the  completion  of  an 
individual  right  arising  under  laws  ot  the  United 
States,  and  the  14th  section  ofthe  same  act  would 
sanction  the  issningof  the  writ  for  such  a purpose.” 
What  was  omitted  in  the  act  of  5789  lias  been  sup- 
plied by  the  acts  of  1805.  The  whole  constitution- 
al ground  has  been  covered;  and,  being  so,  the  .case 
of  Mclntire  vs.  Wood  is  full  authority  for  awarding 
the  mandamus  as  prayed. 

After  Mr.  Coxe  concluded — ■ 

Mr.  M.  St.  C.  Clarke  followed,  referring  to  cases 
sustaining  the  views  taken  by  Mr.  Coxe. 

After  which,  the  court  took  time  to  advise  upon 
the  case;  and  the  opinion  of  the  court  is  expected 
to  be  delivered  this  day. 

Tuesday,  June  6,  1837.  On  the  opening  of  the 
court,  chief  justice  Cranch  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court  as  lolloweth: 

On  the  27th  of  May,  1837,  the  following  order 
was  made  bv  this  court: 

The  United'  States,  on  the  relation  of  William  B. 
Stokes,  Richard  C.  Stockton,  Lucius  W.  Stockton 
and  Daniel  Moore,  vs.  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster 
general  of  the  United  'Slates. 

The  petition  of  the  relators,  and  the  affidavit  of 
Lucius  W.  Stockton,  one  of  them,  having  been  pre- 
sented to  the  court,  setting  forth  in  substance  that 
the  said  relators,  having  sundry  claims  upon  the 
post  office  department  of  the  United  States,  under 
contracts  made  bv  them  with  the  late  postmaster 
general.  William  T.  Barry,  did  apply  to  the  congress 
ofthe  United  States  forreliefin  the  premises.  That 
the  congress  of  the  United  States  did,  at  the  prayer 
ofthe  said  parties,  pass  an  act  which  was  approved 
on  the  2d  day  of  July  1836;  in  and  by  which,  it  was, 
among  other  things,  provided  that  the  solicitor  of 
the  treasury  do  examine  into  and  adjust  the  said 
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claims  therein  specified,  and  that  the  postmaster 
general  credit  said  contractors  with  whatever  sum 
or  sti ms  of  money,  if  any,  the  said  solicitor  shall  so 
decide  to  be  due  to  them  on  account  of  any  such 
service  or  contract.  That  the  said  solicitor  of  the 
treasury  did,  in  fact,  make  such  decision  and  award, 
and  did  therein  and  thereby  find  due  to  said  relators 
the  sum  of  $101,563  89  for  principal  and  interest. 
That  said  Amos  Kendall,  although  notified  of  said 
awards  and  decisions,  did  omit  and  neglect,  fora 
considerable  period  of  time,  to  carry  the  said  award 
and  the  said  act  ofcongress  into  execution,  and  did, 
some  time  after,  partially  execute  the  same,  by  car- 
rying to  the  cedit  of  the  said  relators  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty-two  thousand  one  hundred 
and  one  dollars  forty-six  cents,  ($122,101  46), 
leaving  of  the  said  principal  sum,  so  awarded,  the 

rVfi'  $39,472  47  still  due,  which  has  not  been 
credited  oi  p , . . ,] 

Tint  a correspondence  took  'place  between  the 
relaton,  or  some  of  them,  and  tire  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  a memorial  was  presented  on 
their  behalf  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  who 
proceeded  thereupon,  and  upon  the  reports  of  the 
committee,  on  tne  judiciary  passed  a resolution 
‘■that  the  postmaster  general  is  full v warranted  in 
paying,  ami  ought  to  ' pay,  to  William  B.  Stokes 
and  others,  respectively,  the  full  amount  of  the 
award  of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury.” 

That  said  postmaster  general,  notwithstanding 
the  premises  and  other  facts  detailed  in  said  peti- 
tion, still  refuses,  omits,  and  neglects  to  execute 
the  said  act  of  congress  and  said  award,  by  carry- 
ing th 3 said  sum,  so  withheld,  to  the  credit  of  said 
petitioners;  wherefore  the  petitioners  pray  the  said 
court  to  award  the  United  States  writ  of  mandamus, 
to  be  directed  to  the  said  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster 
general  of  the  United  States,  commanding  him — 

1.  That  he  shall  fully  comply  with,  obey  and 
execute  the  aforesaid  act  of  congress  of  July  2, 
13.36,  by  crediting  the  petitioners,  with  the  full  and 
entire  sum  so  awarded  as  aforesaid,  in  conformity 
with  said  award  and  decision;  and 

2.  That  lie  shall  pay  to  said  petitioners  the  full 
amount  so  awarded,  with  interest  thereon,  deduct- 
ing only  the  amount  which  shall  be  justly  chafged 
or  chargeable  to  the  said  memorialists  against  the 
same. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Richard  S.  Coxe,  for 
the  relators,  and  upon  the  reading  of  the  said  peti- 
tion an  a a/Tnmnanyin.'r  documents,  u lo  tnio  2G>h 
day  ol  May,  1837,  ordered  by  the  sai  1 circuit  court, 
that  the  said  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster  general  of 
the  United  States,  show  cause,  on  Thursday,  the 
first  day  ol  June  next,  why  the  said  writ  of  manda- 
mus should  not  issue  as  prayed  bv  said  memorial- 
ists; and  that  a copy  of  this  order’be  served  on  the 
said  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster  general  as  aforesaid. 

By  order  of  the  court: 

Test:  \\M.  BRENT,  clerk. 

May  26,  1337. 

The  postmaster  general  did  not  appear  to  show 
cause,  according  to  the  rule. 

The  material  facts  stated  in  the  affidavit,  upon 
which  the  rule  was  founded,  are  substantially  as 
follows: 

B : tiie  act  of  congress  of  the  2d  of  July,  1336, 
far  the  relief  William  B.  Stokes,  Richard  C.  Stock- 
ton,  Lucius  W.  Stockton  and  Daniel  Moore,  the 
solicitor  nf  the  treasury  was  authorised  and  direct- 
ed to  settle  and  adjust  their  claims  for  extra  servi- 
ces as  contractors  lor  carrying  the  mail  under  cer- 
tain contracts  made  with  them,  by  Mr.  Barrv,  the 
late  postmaster  general;  and,  for  that  purpose,  to 
inquire  into  and  determine  the  equity  of  their  claims 
for  or  on  account  of  any  contract  with  the  said  post- 
master general,  on  which  their  pay  had  been  sus- 
pended by  the  present  postmaster  general,  and  to 
make  them  such  allowances  therefor,  as,  upon  a full 
examination  of  all  the  evidence,  might  seem  right, 
according  to  the  principles  of  equity;  and  that  the 
pos'master  general  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to 
credit  snc'i  mail  contractors  with  whatever  sums  of 
money,  if  any,  the  said  solicitor  shall  so  decide  to  be 
due  to  them,  for  or  on  account  of  any  such  service  or 
contract. 

The  solicitor  decided  the  sum  of  $161,563  89  to 
be  due  to  them.  The  postmaster  general  has  cre- 
dited them  only  with  the  sum  of  $122,101  46  and 
refuses  to  credit  them  with  the  residue  of  the  sum 
so  decided  to  he  due  to  them,  being  $39,472  47. — 
These  facts,  not  being  denied,  must,  for  the  present, 
be  taken  to  be  true;  and  the  first  question  is,  whe- 
ther this  court,  in  such  a case,  has  power  and  autho- 
rity to  issue  a writ  of  mandamus,  co  nmandinsr  the 
postmaster  general  to  credit  the  said  mail  contrac- 
tors, Stockton,  Stokes  and  others,  with  the  sum  or 
sums  of  money  decided  by  the  solicitor  of  the  trea- 
suary  to  be  due  to  them,  for  and  o l account  of  the 
services  or  contracts,  mentioned  in  the  said  act  of 
congress  of  the  2d  of  July,  1336? 


The  duty  of  the  postmaster  general  under  that 
act  is  clear  and  absolute,  lea\  in;r  him  no  discretion. 
It  is  a duty,  in  the  execution  ol'  which  the  private 
rights  of  individuals  are  concerned;  a nil  the  party 
against  whom  the  right  is  claimed  is  “resident” 
within  this  District  and  county.  The  right  of  the 
relators  and  the  duty  of  the  postmaster  general 
appearing  to  bs  clear  and  absolute,  the  question 
arises,  do  the  laws  afford  a remedy ? 

If  this  had  been  a case  against  a state  officer, 
arising  upon  a statute  of  a slate  in  which  the  com- 
mon law  of  England  had  been  adopted,  it  would  be 
a clear  case  for  a mandamus,  because  the  relators 
could  not  have  any  other  specific  remedy,  nor  any 
other  remedy  equivalent  to  a specific  remedy,  ac- 
cording to  the  forms  of  the  common  law. 

But  it  is  suggested  that  this  court  has  no  power 
to  issue  a mandamus  in  such  a case,  because  the 
other  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  have  no 
suen  power,  accoruing  to  the  decision  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  cases  of 
Mclntire  vs.  Wood,  [7  Cr.  504]  and  Mb  Clung  vs. 
Silliman,  [6  Wheat.  5.03]. 

To  understand  the  opinions  of  the  supreme  court 
in  those  cases,  it  may  be  necessary  to  state  the  lan- 
guage of  the  11th  and  14th  sections  of  the  judiciary 
act  of  1759,  to  which  Mr.  Justice  Johnson,  who 
delivered  those  opinions,  refers.  The  words  of  the 
11th  section,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  this  subject, 
are:  “That  the  circuit  courts  shall  have  original 
cognizance,  concurrent  with  the  courts  of  the  seve- 
ral States,  of  all  suits  of  a civil  nature,  at  common 
law  or  in  equity,  where  the  matter  in  dispute  ex- 
ceeds, exclusive  of  costs,  the  sum  or  value  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  the  United  States  arc  plaintiffs 
or  petitioners;  or  an  alien  is  a parly;  or  the  dispute 
is  between  a citizen  of  the  state  where  the  suit  is 
brought  and  a citizen  of  another  slate.” 

The  words  of  the  14th  section  are: 

“That  all  the  before-mentioned  courts  of  the  U. 
States  shall  have  power  to  issue  writs  of  scire  facias, 
habeas  corpus,  and  all  other  writs  not  specially 
provided  for  by  statute,  which  may  be  necessary 
for  the  exercise  of  their  respective  jurisdictions, 
and  agreeable  to  the  principles  and  usages  of  law.” 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  (art.  3,  sec. 
2;  provides  “The  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all 
cases,  in  law  and  equity,  arising  under  this  consti- 
tution, the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  treaties 
made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  their  autho- 
I'iiri  tw  ail  cases  aiit-cilug  ambassadors,"  fccc. 

The  case  of  Mclntire  vs.  Wood  came  up  to  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  from  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  Ohio,  upon  a certificate  stating  that 
the  judges  of  that  court  were  divided  in  opinion 
upon  the  question  whether  that  court  had  power  to 
issue  a writ  of  mandamus  to  the  register  of  a land 
office  in  Ohio,  commanding  him  to  issue  a final 
certificate  of  purchase  to  the  plaintiff  for  certain 
lands  in  that  state. 

Mr.  Justice  Johnson,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of 
the  court,  said, 

“This  court  is  of  opinion  that  the  circuit  court 
did  not  possess  the  power  to  issue  the  mandamus 
moved  for. 

“Independent  of  the  particular  objections  which 
this  case  presents,  from  its  involving  a question  of 
freehold,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  power  of  the  cir- 
cuit courts,  to  issue  the  writ  of  mandamus,  is  confined 
exclusively  to  cases  in  which  it  may  be  necessary  to 
the  exercise  of  their  jurisdiction. 

“Had  the  Uth  section  of  the  judiciary  act  cover- 
ed the  whole  ground  of  the  constitution,  there  would 
be  much  reason  for  exercising  this  power  in  many 
cases  wherein  some  ministerial  act  is  necessary  to 
the  completion  of  an  individual  right  arising  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States;  and  the  14th  section 
of  the  same  act  would  sanction  the  issuing  of  the 
writ  for  such  a purpose.  But,  although  the  judi- 
cial power  of  the  United  States  extends  to  cases 
arising  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  the  le- 
gislature have  not  thought  proper  to  delegate  the 
exercise  of  that  power  to  its  circuit  courts,  except 
in  certain  specified  cases.” 

Here  it  is  evident  that  the  supreme  court  do  not 
deny  the  power  of  the  circuit  courts  to  issue  the 
writ  of  mandamus  in  some  cases,  but  say  that  the 
power  is  confined  exclusively  to  those  cases  in 
which  it  may  be  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  their 
jurisdiction.  If,  then,  a case  should  occur  in  which 
a writ  of  mandamus  should  be  necessary  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  jurisdiction  of  a circuit  court  of  the 
United  States,  it  would  seem  that  that  court  might 
issue  it.  And  the  supreme  court  says  further,  that 
“had  the  11th  section  of  the  judiciary  act  covered 
the  whole  ground  of  the  constitution,”  that  is  to 
say,  as  we  understand  the  opinion,  that  if  that  sec- 
tion had  given  to  the  circuit  courts  cognizance  of 
all  cases  in  law  and  equity  arising  under  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  United  States,  “there  would 


be  much  reason  for  exercising  this  power  m many 
cases;”  “and  the  14th  section,”  which  gives  them 
power  to  issue  all  w'rifs  which  may  be  necessary 
for  the  exercise  of  their  jurisdiction,  and  agreeable 
to  the  principles  and  usages  of  law,  “would  sanc- 
tion the  issuing  of  the  w rit  tor  such  a purpose.” 

But  congress,  in  giving  jurisdiction  to  this  court, 
by  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  the  27th  February, 
1801,  “concerning  the  District  of  Columbia,”  has 
covered  the  whole  ground  of  the  constitution,  and 
much  more;  with  the  exception  of  those  cases  only 
in  which  exclusive  jurisdiction  is  given,  by  the  con- 
stitution or  acts  of  congress,  to  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States,  or  to  the  district  courts  of  the 
United  States.  With  that  single  exception,  this 
circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  has  cogni- 
zance of  all  cases  in  law  and  equity,  whether 
arising  under  the  constitution,  or  laws  of  the  United 
States,  or  under  the  adopted  laws  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  with  the  only  condition  that  one  of  the 
parties  shall  be  resident,  or  found  within  the  Dis- 
trict. 

The  words  of  that  section  (the  5th  section  of  the 
act  of  the  27th  of  February,  1801),  are — 

“That  the  said  court”  (the  circuit  court  of  the 
District  of  Columbia)  “shall  have  cognizance  of  all 
crimes  and  offences  committed  within  the  said  Dis- 
trict; and  of  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  between 
parties,  both  or  either  of  which  shall  be  resident, 
or  shall  be  found  within  the  said  District;  and  also 
of  all  actions  or  suits  of  a civil  nature,  at  common 
law  or  in  equity,  in  which  the  United  States  shall 
be  plaintiffs  or  complainants;  and  of  all  seizures  on 
land  or  water;  and  ail  penalties  and  forfeitures 
made,  arising  or  accruing  under  the  laws  of  the  U. 
States.” 

This  court,  therefore,  is  in  that  condition  in 
which  the  supreme  court,  in  the  case  of  Mclntire 
vs.  Wood,  say  “there  would  be  much  reason  lor 
exercising  this  power  in  many  cases  where  some 
ministerial  act  is  necessary  to  the  completion  of  an 
individual  right  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  14th  section  of  the  judiciary  act  would 
sanction  the  issuing  of  the  writ  for  that  purpose.” 

Here  is  a case  in  which  a ministerial  act  is  ne- 
cessary to  the  completion  of  an  individual  right  un- 
der the  laws  of  the  United  States.  The  right  of 
the  relators,  and  the  obligation  of  the  postmaster 
general,  are  clear  and  absolute.  It  is  a case  in  law, 
and  the  only  appropriate  remedy  is  by  a writ  of 
mandamus.  This  is  the  only  judicial  tribunal 
which  can  take  original  cognizance  of  the  case,  and 
apply  the  proper  remedy. 

How,  then,  can  this  court  refuse  it?  To  refuse 
it  would  be  a denial  of  justice.  If  it  be  a case  lor 
a writ  of  mandamus,  the  relators  are  as  much  enti- 
tled to  it  as  any  other  person  would  be  entitled  to  a 
writ  of  capias  in  a common  case  of  assumpsit  against 
an  individual.  If  the  law  gives  them  a right,  it 
gives  them  a remedy  in  some  form.  The  only 
question,  then,  is,  what  is  the  proper  form?  There 
are  various  writs  to  bring  parties  and  their  cases 
before  the  court.  The  selection  of  the  writ  de- 
pends upon  the  nature  of  the  case.  Neither  an  ac- 
tion upon  the  case  nor  of  assumpsit,  (if  it  could  be 
maintained),  nor  an  indictment,  could  give  the  re- 
lators a specific  remedy.  Their  right  perhaps 
might  be  tried  in  some  such  form  of  action,  but  it 
would  not  give  them  a specific  remedy,  nor  a re- 
medy which  would  be  ceitainly  adequate  to  a spe- 
cific remedy.  The  proceeding  by  mandamus  is  a 
remedy  given  by  that  common  law  which  was  in 
force  in  Maryland  and  Virginia  on  the  27th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1801,  and  continued  in  force  in  this  Dis- 
trict by  the  act  of  congress  of  that  date,  and  it  is 
still  in  force  here.  If  a case  is  made  out  in  which, 
according  to  that  law,  the  proceeding  by  mandamus 
is  the  proper  remedy,  this  court  is  bound  to  grant 
it. 

The  supreme  court,  in  the  case  of  Marbury  vs. 
Madison,  (1  Cr.  163),  say,  “The  very  essence  of 
civil  liberty  certainly  consists  in  the  right  of  every 
individual  to  claim  the  protection  of  the  laws  when- 
ever he  receives  an  injury.  One  of  the  first  duties 
of  government  is  to  afford  that  protection.  In  Great 
Britain  the  king  himself  is  sued  in  the  respectful 
form  of  a petition,  and  he  never  fails  to  comply 
with  the  judgment  of  his  court.  In  the  3d  volume 
of  his  Commentaries,  p.  23,  Blackstone  states  two 
cases  in  which  a remedy  is  afforded  by  mere  opera- 
tion of  law.  ‘In  all  other  cases,’  he  says,  ‘it  is  a 
general  and  indisputable  rule,  that  where  there  is  a 
legal  right  there  is  also  a legal  remedy,  by  suit  or 
action  at  law,  whenever  that  right  is  invaded;’  and, 
afterwards,  in  p.  109  of  the  same  volume,  he  says, 

‘I  am  next  to  consider  such  injuries  as  are  cogniza- 
ble by  the  courts  of  common  law;  and  herein  I 
shall,  for  the  present,  only  remark  that  all  possible 
injuries  whatever,  that  did  not  fall  within  the  ex- 
clusive cognizance  of  either  the  ecclesiastical,  mili- 
tary or  maritime  tribunals,  arc  for  that  very  reason 
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within  the  cognizance  of  the  common  law  courts  of 
justice;  for  it  is  a settled  and  invariable  principle 
in  the  laws  of  England,  that  every  right,  when 
withheld,  must  have  a remedy,  and  every  injury  its 
proper  redress.’” 

“The  government  of  the  United  States  has  been 
emphatically  termed  a government  of  laws,  and  not 
of  men.  It  will  certainly  cease  to  deserve  this  hi  eh 
appellation,  if  the  laws  furnish  no  remedy  for  the 
violation  of  a vested  legal  right.  If  this  obloquy 
is  to  be  cast  on  the  jurisprudence  of  our  country,  it 
must  arise  from  the  peculiar  character  of  the  case. 

“It  behooves  us,  then,  to  inquire  whether  there 
be,  in  its  composition,  any  ingredient  which  shall 
exempt  it  from  legal  investigation,  or  exclude  the 
injured  party  from  legal  redress.” 

The  chief  justice  "then  goes  on  to  show  that  it 
was  not  a case  of  damnum,  absque  injuria;  and  says, 
“Is  it  in  Ihe  nature  of  the  transaction?  Is  the  act 
ot  delivering  or  withholding  a commission  to  be 
considered  as  a mere  political  act,  belonging  to  the 
executive  department  alone,  lor  the  performance  of 
which  entire  confidence  is  placed  by  our  constitu- 
tion in  the  supreme  executive;  and  for  any  miscon- 
duct respecting  which  the  injured  individual  has  no 
remedy? 

“That  there  may  be  such  cases  is  not  to  be  ques- 
tioned; but  that  every  act  of  duty  to  be  performed 
in  any  of  the  great  departments  of  government 
constitutes  such  a case,  is  not  to  be  admitted.  By 
the  act  concerning  invalids,  passed  in  June,  1794, 
(vol.  3,  p.  112),  the  secretary  of  war  is  ordered  to 
place  on  the  pension  list  all  persons  whose  names 
are  contained  in  a report  previously  made  by  him 
to  congress.  If  he  should  refuse  to  do  so,  would 
the  wounded  veteran  be  without  remedy? 

“Is  it  to  be  contended  that  where  the  law,  in  pre- 
cise terms,  directs  the  performance  of  an  act  in 
which  an  individual  is  interested,  the  law  is  inca- 
pable of  securing  obedience  to  its  mandate? 

“Is  it  on  account  of  the  character  of  the  person 
against  whom  the  complaint  is  made?  Is  it  to  be 
contended  that  the  heads  of  departments  are  not 
amenable  to  the  laws  of  their  country?  Whatever 
the  practice  on  particular  occasions’  may  be,  the 
theory  of  this  principle  will  certainly  never  be 
maintained.  No  act  of  the  legislature  confers  so 
extraordinary  a privilege,  nor  can  it  derive  coun- 
tenance from  the  doctrines  of  the  common  law. 
After  stating  that  personal  injury  from  the  Icing  to 
a subject  is  presumed  to  be  impossible,  Blackslone, 
(vol.  3,  p.  255),  says:  ‘But  injuries  to  the  rights  of 
property  can  scarcely  be  committed  by  the  crown 
without  the  intervension  of  its  officers;  for  whom 
the  law,  in  matters  of  right,  entertains  no  respect 
or  delicacy,  but  furnishes  various  methods  of  de- 
tecting the  errors  and  misconduct  of  those  agents 
by  whom  the  king  has  been  deceived,  and  induced 
to  do  a temporary  injustice.’” 

“By  the  act  passed  in  17,95,  authorising  the  sale 
of  the  lands  above  the  month  of  Kentucky  river, 
(vol.  3,  p.  299),  the  purchaser,  on  paying  his  pur- 
chase money,  becomes  completely  entitled  to  the 
property  purchased,  and  on  producing  to  the  se- 
cretary of  state  the  receipt  of  the  treasurer  upon  a 
certificate  required  by  the  law,  the  president  of  the 
United  States  is  authorised  to  grant  him  a patent. 
It  is  further  enacted  that  all  patents  shall  be  coun- 
tersigned by  the  secretary  of  state,  and  recorded  in 
his  office.  If  the  secretary  of  state  should  choose 
to  withhold  this  patent,  or,  the  patent  being  lost, 
should  refuse  a copy  of  it,  can  it  be  imagined  that 
the  law  furnishes  to  the  injured  person  no  remedy? 

“It  is  not  believed  that  any  person  whatever 
would  attempt  to  maintain  such  a proposition. 

“it  follows,  then,  that  the  question,  whether  the 
legality  of  an  act  of  the  head  of  a department  be 
examinable  in  a court  of  justice  or  not,  must  always 
depend  on  the  nature  of  that  act. 

“If  some  acts  be  examinable,  and  others  not, 
there  must  be  some  rule  of  law  to  guide  the  court 
in  the  exercise'of  its  jurisdiction. 

“In  some  instances  there  may  be  difficulty  in 
applying  the  rule  to  particular  cases;  but  there 
cannot,  it  is  believed,  be  much  difficulty  in  laying 
down  the  rule. 

“By  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
president  is  invested  with  certain  important  poli- 
tical powers,  in  the  exercise  of  which  he  is  to 
use  his  own  discretion,  and  is  accountable  only  to 
his  country  in  his  political  character  and  to  his 
own  conscience.  To  aid  him  in  the  performance 
of  these  duties,  he  is  authorised  to  appoint  certain 
officers,  who  act  by  his  authority,  and  in  conformi- 
ty with  his  orders. 

“In  such  cases,  their  acts  are  his  acts;  and  what- 
ever opinion  may  be  entertained  of  the  manner  in 
which  executive  discretion  may  be  used,  still  there 
exists,  and  can  exist,  no  power  to  control  that  dis- 
cretion. The  objects  are  political.  Tney  respect 
the  nation,  not  individual  rights,  and  being  intrust- 


ed to  the  executive,  the  decision  of  the  executive 
is  conclusive.  The  application  of  this  remark  will 
be  perceived  by  adverting  to  the  act  of  congress  for 
establishing  the  department  of  foreign  affairs.  This 
officer,  as  his  duty  were  prescribed  by  that  act.  is 
to  conform  precisely  to  the  will  of  the  president. 
He  is  the  mere  organ  by  whom  that  will  is  com- 
municated. Tlie  acts  ofsuch  an  officer,  as  an  of- 
ficer, ca.n  never  be  examinable  by  the  courts. 

, runt  when  the  legislature  proceeds  to  impose  on 
tnat  officer  other  duties;  when  he  is  directed  pe- 
remptorily  to  perform  certain  acts;  when  the  rights 
Of  individuals  are  dependent  on  the  performance  of 
those  acts;  he  is  so  far  the  officer  of  the  law,  is 
amenable  to  the  laws  for  his  conduct,  and  cannot 
at  his  discretion  sport  away  the  vested  rights  of 
others.  a 

“Tho  conclusion  from  this  reasoning  is  that 
where  the  heads  ol  aeputment.  ti,.6r.i:(;„i 
or  confidential  agents  of  the  executive,  merely  to 
execute  the  will  of  the  president,  or  rather  to  act 
in  cases  in  which  the  executive  possesses  a con- 
stitutional or  legal  discretion,  nothing  c„n  be  more 
perfectly  clear  than  that  their  acts  are  only  polid- 
cally  examinable.  But  where  a specific’  duty  is 
assigned  by  law,  and  individual  rights  depend  upon 
the  performance  of  that  duty,  it  seems  equally  clear 
that  the  individual  who  considers  himself  injured 
has  a right  to  resort  to  the  laws  of  his  country  for  a 
remedy.” 

“It  is  then  the  opinion  of  the  court, 

“1st.  That  by  signing  the  commission  of  Mr. 
Marbnry,  the  president  of  the  United  States  ap- 
pointed him  a justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and 
that  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  affixed  thereto 
by  the  secretary  of  state,  is  conclusive  testimony 
of  the  verity  ol  the  signature,  and  of  the  comple- 
tion of  the  appointment;  and  that  the  appointment 
conferred  on  him  the  legal  right  to  the  office  for  the 
space  of  five  years. 

“2dly.  That  ha\  ing  this  legal  right  to  the  office, 
he  has  a consequent  right  to  the  commission;  a re- 
fusal to  deliver  which  is  a plain  violation  of  that 
right,  for  which  the  laws  of  his  country  afford  him 
remedv. 

“It  remains  to  be  inquired  whether, 

“3dly.  He  is  entitled  to  the  remedy  for  which  he 
applies.  This  depends  on, 

“lot.  Tho  nature  of  thn  applied  for;  and 

“2dly.  The  power  of  this  court. 

“1st.  The  nature  of  the  writ. 

“Blackstone,  in  the  3d  volume  of  his  commenta- 
ries, page  110,  defines  a mandamus  to  be  ‘a  com- 
mand issuing  in  (he  king’s  name  from  the  court  of 
king’s  bench,  and  directed  to  any  person,  corpora- 
tion or  inferior  court  of  judicature  within  the  king’s 
dominions,  requiring  them  to  do  some  particular 
thing  therein  specified,  which  appertains  to  their 
office  and  duty,  and  which  the  court  of  king’s  bench 
has  previously  determined,  or,  at  least,  supposes  to 
be  consonant  to  right  and  justice.” 

“Lord  Mansfield,  in  3 Burrow,  1266,  in  the  ease 
of  The  king  vs.  Baker  et.  al.  states  with  much  pre- 
cision and  explicitness  the  cases  in  which  this  writ 
may  be  used. 

“ ‘Whenever,’  says  that  very  able  judge,  ‘there  is 
a right  to  execute  an  office,  perform  a service  or 
exercise  a franchise,  (more  especially  if  it  be  a 
matter  of  public  concern,  or  attended  with  profit), 
and  a person  is  kept  out  of  possession,  or  dispossessed 
of  such  light,  and  has  no  other  specific  legal  re- 
medy, this  court, ought  to  assist  by  mandamus , upon 
reasons  of  justice,  as  the  writ  expresses,  and  upon 
reasons  of  public  policy,  to  preserve  peace,  order 
and  good  government.’  In  the  same  case  be  says, 
‘this  writ  ought  to  be  used  upon  all  occasions  where 
the  law  has  established  no  specific  remedy,  and 
where,  in  justice  and  good  government,  there  ought 
to  be  one.’ 

“In  addition  to  the  authorities  now  particularly 
cited,  many  others  were  relied  on  at  the  bar,  which 
show  how  far  the  practice  has  conformed  to  the 
general  doctrines  that  have  been  just  quoted. 

“This  writ,  if  awarded,  would  be  directed  to  an 
officer  of  government,  and  its  mandate  to  him  would 
be,  to  use  the  words  of  Blackstone,  ‘to  do  a par- 
ticular thing  therein  specified,  which  appertains  to 
las  office  and  duty,  and  which  the  court  has  pre- 
viously determined,  or  at  least  supposes,  to  be  con- 
sonant to  right  and  justice.’  Or,  in  the  words  of 
lord  Mansfield,  the  applicant,  in  this  case,  has  a 
right  to  execute  an  office  of  public  concern,  and 
is  kept  out  of  possession  of  that  right. 

“These  circumstances  certainly  concur  in  this 
case. 

“Still  to  render  the  mandamus  a proper  remedy, 
the  officer  to  whom  it  is  to  be  directed  must  be  one 
to  whom,  on  legal  principles,  such  writ  may  be 
directed,  and  the  person  applying  for  it  must  be 
without  any  other  specific  and  legal  remedy. 


“1st.  With  respect  to  the  officer  to  whom  it 
would  be  directed.  The  intimate  political  relation 
subsisting  between  the  president  of  the  United 
States  and  the  heads  of  departments  necessarily 
renders  any  legal  investigation  of  the  acts  of  one  of 
those  high  officers  peculiarly  irksome  as  well  as 
delicate,  and  excites  some  hesitation  with  respect 
to  the  propriety  of  entering  into  such  investigation. 
Impressions  are  often  received  without  much  Vellec- 
tion  or  examination,  and  it  is  not  wonderful  that  in 
such  a case  as  this  the  assertion,  by  an  individual,  of 
ids  legal  claims  in  a court  of  justice,  to  which 
claims  it  is  the  duty  of  that  court  to  attend,  should 
at  first  view  be  considered  by  some  as  an  attempt 
to  intrude  into  the  cabinet,  anil  to  intermeddle  with 
the  prerogatives  of  the  executive. 

“it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  the  court  to  disclaim 
all  pretensions  to  such  a jurisdiction,  A-.-,' 
.usance,  ov  , „„„  riti-MiiT,  cOTId  not  have 

been  entertained  fora  moment.  The  province  of'the 
court,  is  solely,  to  decide  on  the  rights  of  indivi- 


duals. not  to  inquire  how  the  executive,  or  ext  cu- 
tive  officers,  perform  duties  in  which  they  have  a 
discretion.  Questions  in  their  nature  political,  or 
which  are,  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  submitted 
to  the  executive,  can  never  be  made  in  this  court. 

“But,  if  this  be  not  such  a question;  if,  so  far 
from  being  an  intrusion  into  the  secrets  of  the  cabi- 
net, it  respects  a paper  which,  according  to  law,  is 
upon  record,  and  to  a copy  of  which  the  law  gives 
a right,  on  the  payment  often  cents;  if  it  be  no  in- 
termeddling with  a subject  over  which  the  execu- 
tive can  be  considered  as  having  exercised  any 
control;  what  is  there  in  the  exalted  station  ol  the  of- 
ficer, which  shall  bar  a citizen  from  asserting,  in  a 
court  of  justice,  his  legal  rights,  or  shall  forbid  a 
court  to  listen  to  the  claim,  or  to  issue  a mandamus, 
directing  the  performance  of  a duty,  not  depend- 
ing on  executive  discretion,  but  on  particular  acts 
of  congress,  and  the  general  principles  of  law? 

“If  one  of  the  heads  of  departments  commits  any 
illegal  act,  under  color  of  his  office,  by  which  an 
individual  sustains  an  injury,  it  cannot  be  pretend- 
ed that  his  office  alone  exempts  him  from  being 
sued  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  proceeding,  and  being 
compelled  to  obey  the  judgment  of'the  law.  How, 
then,  can  his  office  exempt  him  from  this  particular 
mode  of  deciding  on  the  legality  of  his  conduct,  if 
the  case  be  such  a cas“  as  w ould,  were  any  other 
individual  the  party  complained  of,  authorise  the 
process. 

“It  is  not  by  the  office  of'the  person  to  whom  the 
writ  is  directed,  but  the  nature  of  the  thing  to  be 
done,  that  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  issuing  a 
mandamus  is  to  be  determined.  Where  the  h ad  of 
a department  acts  in  a case,  in  which  executive 
discretion  is  to  be  exercised,  in  which,  he  is  the 
mere  organ  of  executive  will,  it  is  again  repeated, 
that  any  application  to  a court  to  control,  in  any 
respect,  his  conduct  would  be  rejected  without  hesi- 
tation. 

“But  where  he  is  directed  by  law  to  do  a certain 
act  aii'ecting  the  absolute  rights  of  individuals,  in 
the  performance  of  which  he  is  not  placed  under 
the  particular  direction  of  the  president,  and  the 
performance  of  which  the  president  cannot  lawfully 
forbid,  and,  therefore,  is  never  presumed  to  have 
forbidden;  as,  for  example,  to  record  a commission, 
or  a patent  for  land,  which  has  received  al!  the  le- 
gal solemnities;  or  to  give  a copy  of  such  record; 
in  such  cases,  it  is  not  perceived  on  what  ground 
the  courts  of  the  country  are  further  excused  from 
the  duty  of  giving  judgment,  that  right  be  done  to 
an  injured  individual,  than  if  the  same  services 
were  to  be  performed  by  a person  not  the  head  of  a 
department. 

“This  opinion  seems  not  now,  for  the  first  time, 
to  be  taken  up  in  this  country. 

“It  must  be  well  recollected  that,  in  1792,  an  act 
passed  directing  the  secretary  at  war  to  place  on 
the  pension  list  such  disabled  officers  and  soldiers 
as  should  be  reported  to  him  by  the  circuit  courts, 
which  act,  so  far  as  the  duty  was  imposed  on  the 
courts,  was  deemed  unconstitutional;  but  some  of 
the  judges,  thinking  that  the  law  might  be  execut- 
ed by  them  in  the  character  of  commissioners,  pro- 
ceeded to  act,  and  to  report  in  that  character. 

“This  law7,  being  deemed  unconstitutional  at  tire 
circuits,  was  repealed,  and  a different  system  wa3 
established;  but  the  question  whether  those  persons 
who  had  been  reported  bv  the  judges,  as  commis- 
sioners, were  entitled,  in  consequence  of  that  re- 
port, to  he  placed  on  the  pension  list,  was  a legal 
question,  properly  determinable  in  the  courts,  al- 
though the  act  of  placing  such  persons  on  the  list 
was  to  be  performed  by  the  head  of  a department. 

“That  this  question  might  be  properly  settled, 
congress,  passed  an  act  in  February,  1793,  mak- 
ing it  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  war,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  attorney  general,  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  might  be  necessary  to  obtain  an  adjudica-' 
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tion  oi  thf  suprem-  couri  of  the  United  States  on 
the  validity  of  any  such  rights,  claimed  under  the 
act  aforesaid. 

“After  the  passage'  of  this  act,  a mandamus  was 
moved  for,  to  be  directed  to  the  secretary  at  war, 
commanding  him  to  place  on  the  pension  list  a per- 
son stating  himself  to  be  on  the  report  ot  the  judges. 

“There  is,  therefore,  much  reason  to  believe  that 
this  mode  of  trying  the  legal  right  of  the  complain- 
ant was  d 'einetl  by  the  head  of  a department,  and 
by  the  highest  law  oliicer  of  ther  United  States,  the 
most  proper  which  could  he  selected  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

“When  the  subject  was  brought  before  the  court, 
the  decision  was,  not  that  a mandamus  would  not 
lie  to  the  head  of  a depaitment,  directing  him  to 
perform  an  act,  enjoined  by  law,  in  the  performance 
of  which  an  individual  had  a vested  interest;  but 
*}>»<■.  a mandamus  ow-ht  not  to  issue  in  that  case;  the 
decision  necessarily  to  be  made  ll  the  report  of  tue 
commissioners  did  rut  confer  on  the  applicant  a 
legal  right. 

“The  judgment,  in  that  case,  is  understood  to 
have  decided  the  merits  of  all  claims  of  that  de- 
scription; and  the  persons,  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners, found  it  necessary  to  pursue  the  inode 
prescribed  by  the  lawsuhseqiient  to  that  which  had 
been  deemed  unconstitutional,  in  order  to  place 
themselves  on  the  pension  list. 

“The  doctrine,  therefore,  now  advanced,  is  by  no 
means  a novel  one. 

“It  is  true  that  the  mandamus,  now  moved  for,  is 
not  for  the  performance  of  an  act  expressly  enjoined 
by  statute. 

“It  is  to  deliver  a commission;  on  which  subject 
the  acts  of  congress  are  silent.  This  difference  is 
not  considered  as  affecting  the  case  It  has  already 
been  stated  that  the  applicant  has,  to  that  commis- 
sion, a vested  Ugal  right,  of  which  the  executive 
cannot  deprive  him.  He  has  been  appointed  to  an 
office,  from  which  he  is  not  removeable  at  the  will 
of  the  executive;  and  being  so  appointed,  he  lias  a 
right  to  the  commission  vvhicn  the  secretary  has  re- 
ceived from  the  president  for  his  use.  The  act  of 
congress  does  not,  indeed,  order  the  secretary  of 
state  to  send  it  to  him,  but  it  is  placed  in  his  hands 
for  the  person  entitled  to  it;  and  cannot  be  more 
lawfully  withheld  by  him  than  by  any  other  person. 

“It  was  at  first  doubted  whether  the  action  of 
dLtCn^r.  v.u..,  a specific  legal  remedy  for  the  coin- 
mission  which  has  Daen  withheld  from  Mr.  Mar- 
bury; in  which  case  a mandamus  would  be  impro- 
per. But  this  doubt  has  yielded  to  the  considera- 
tion that  t;io  judgment  in  detinue  is  for  the  thing 
itself,  or  its  value.  The  value  of  a public  office 
not  to  be  sold  is  incapable  of  being  ascertained;  and 
the  applicant  has  a right  to  the  office  itself,  or  to 
nothing.  He  will  obtain  the  office  by  obtaining  the 
commission,  or  a copy  of  it  from  the  record.  This, 
then,  is  a plain  case  for  a mandamus.” 

From  a consideration  of  the  opinions  of  the  su- 
preme court,  in  the  cases  of  Marbury  vs.  Madison, 
Me  In  tire  vs.  Wood,  and  McClung  vs.  Silliman.  we 
can  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  relators 
have  made  out  a case,  in  which,  according  to  the 
principles  and  usages  of  law,  a writ  of  mandamus  is 
the  proper  remedy,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  enable 
this  court  to  exercise  its  jurisdiction  in  that  case. 

But,  although  we  have  shown,  as  we  think,  that, 
even  under  tile  opinion  of  the  supreme  court  in 
Mcliitire  vs.  Wood,  this  court  has  power  to  issue  a 
writ  of  mandamus  in  the  present  case,  yet  it  may 
possibly  be  objected  that  our  argument  is  founded 
upon  inferences  drawn  from  the"  language  of  that 
opinion;  which  inferences  Mr.  Justice  Johnson,  in 
the  case  of  McClung  vs.  Silliman*  (6.  Wheat,  593,) 
repudiates. 

The  only  point  decided  in  that  case  was,  that  “a 
state  court  cannot  issue  a mandamus,  to  an  officer 
of  the  United  States.” 

B it  Mr.  Justice  Johnson,  in  delivering  the  opi- 
nion of  the  court  in  that  case,  in  p.  599,  said: 

“In  the  case  of  Mclntire  vs.  Wood , decided  in 
this  court  in  131.9,  the  mandamus  contended  for  was 
intended  to  perfect  the  same  claim,  and  in  point  of 
fact  the  suit  was  between  the  same  parties.  The 
influence  of  that  derision  on  these  cases  is  resisted 
on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  appear  in  that  case 
that  the  controversy  was  between  parties  who,  un- 
der the  description  of  person,  were  entitled  to  main- 
tain suits  in  t’ne  courts  of  the  United  States;  where- 
as, the  averments  in  the  present  cases  show,  that 
the  parties  litigant  are  citizens  of  different  states, 
and,  therefore,  competent  parties  in  the  circuit 
court.  But  we  think  it  perfectly  clear,  from  an 
examination  of  the  decision,  alluded  to,  that  it  was 
wholly  uninfluenced  by  any  considerations  drawn  from 
the  ivant  of  personal  attributes  of  the  parties.  The 
case  came  up  on  a division  of  opinion  and  the  sin- 
gl  question  stated  is,  ‘whether  that  court  had  pow- 
er to  issue  a writ  of  mandamus  to  tiie  register  of  a 
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laud  office  in  Ohio,  commanding  him  to  issue  a final 
certificate  of  purchase  to  the  plaintiii  lor  certain 
lands  in  the  slate?’ 

“Both  the  argument  of  counsel,  and  the  opinion 
of  the  court  distinctly  show  that  the  power  to  issue 
the  mandamus  in  that  case  was  contended  lor  as  in- 
cident to  the  judicial  powers  of  the  United  Males. 
And  the  reply  of  the  court  i?,  that  though,  argu- 
menti  gratia,  it  be  admitted  that  this  controlling 
powir  over  its  ministerial  officers  would  follow  from 
vesting  in  its  courts  the  whole  judicial  power  ol  the 
United  Slates,  the  argument  tails  here,  since  the 
legislature  has  only  made  a partial  delegation  of  its 
judicial  powers  lo  the  circuit  courts ; that  if  the  infer- 
ence be  admitted  as  lar  us  the  judicial  power  of  the 
court  actually  extends,  still,  cases  arising  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  Stales  are  not,  per  sc,  among  the 
cases  comprised  wit!, in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit 
court,  under  the  provisions  of  the  11  III  section  of  the 
judiciary  act  of  1739;  jurisdiction  being  in  such 
cases  reserved  to  the  supreme  court,  under  the  25th 
section  by  way  of  appeal  from  the  decisions  of  the 
state  courts. 

“There  is,  then,  no  just  inference  lo  bo  drawn 
from  the  decision  in  the  case  ol  Mclntire  vs.  Wood, 
in  favor  of  a case  in  which  the  circuit  courts  of  the 
United.  States  are  vested  with  jurisdiction  under  t/ic 
tlt/i  section.  The  idea  is  in  opposition  to  tile  ex- 
press words  of  the  court,  in  response  to  the  ques- 
tion stated,  which  are,  ‘that  the  circuit  court  did 
not  possess  the  power  to  issue  the  mandamus  moved 
ford 

“It  is  now  contended,  that  as  the  parties  to  this 
controveisy  are  competent  to  sue  under  the  11th 
section,  being  citizens  of  different  states,  that  this, 
is  a case,  within  the  provisions  of  the  14th  section, 
and  the  circuit  court  was  vested  with  power  to  issue 
this  writ,  under  the  description  of  a ‘writ  not  spe- 
cially provided  for  by  statute,’  but  ‘necessary  for 
tlie  exercise  of  its  jurisdiction.’  The  case  certainly 
does  present  one  of  those  instances  of  equivocal 
language  in  which  the  proposiiion,  though  true  in 
the  abstract,  is  in  its  application  to  tiie  subject  glar- 
ingly incorrect.  It  cannot  he  denied,  that  the  exer- 
cise of  this  power  is  necessary  to  the  exercise  of 
jurisdiction  in  the  court  below;  but  why  is  it  neces- 
sary?  Not  because  that  court  possesses  jurisdic- 
tion, but  because  it  does  not  possess  it.  It  must 
exercise  this  power,  and  compel  the  emanation  of 
the  legal  document,  or  the  execution  of  the  legal 
act  oy  me  register  or  me  lanu  umc.-,  ui  mc-p.i?iy 
cannot  sue. 

“The  1-llh  section  of  the  act  under  consideration 
could  only  have  intended  to  vest  the  power  now 
contended  for  in  cases  where  tile  jurisdiction  already 
exists  and  not  where  it  is  to  be  courted  or  acquired, 
by  means  of  the  writ  proposed  to  be  sued  out. — 
Such  was  the  case  brought  up  from  Louisiana,  in 
which  the  judge  refused  to  proceed  to  judgment,  by 
which  act  the  plaintiii'  must  have  Inst  his  remedy 
below,  and  this  court  have  been  deprived  of  its  ap- 
pellate control  over  the  question  of  right.” 

As  far  as  we  can  understand  this  argument  of 
Mr.  Justice  Johnson  which  probably  would  have 
been  more  intelligible  if  the  arguments  of  the  coun- 
sel had  been  reported,  he  places  the  decision  of  the 
court  in  the  case  of  Mclntire  vs.  Wood  upon  the 
ground  that  the  controversy  between  the  parties 
was  a case  arising  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  which  would,  per  se,  have  been  a good 
ground  of  jurisdiction  in  the  circuit  courts  if  it  had 
been  given  to  those  courts  by  the  11th  section  of  the 
judiciary  act  of  1739.  But  as  it  was  not  so  given, 
they  hail  not  jurisdiction;  and,  therefore,  they  had 
not  power  to  issue  the  mandamus.  And  from  that 
decision  he  says,  as  we  understand  him,  it  cannot 
he  inferred  that  if  in  a like  case  the  controversy 
should  he  between  citizens  of  different  states, 
(which  would  be  a case  in  which  the  circuit  court 
would  have  jurisdiction  under  the  11th  section  of 
the  judiciary  act  of  1789),  the  court  would  have 
power  to  issue  the  writ  of  mandamus. 

Whether  we  have  or  have  not,  however,  under- 
stood that  opinion  correctly,  we  do  not  deem  of 
much  importance  in  this  case,  because,  as  observed 
before,  this  court  has  cognizance  of  all  cases  in  !..  .v 
and  pquitv,  however  arising,  between  parties,  bob 
or  either  of  which  are  resident  or  found  within  this 
District. 

Our  powers  are-given  by  the  3d,  and  our  jurisdic- 
tion bv  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  27th  February, 
1801." 

By  the  3d  section  it  is  enacted  “that  there  shall 
be  a court  in  tiie  said  District,  which  shall  be  called 
the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  and 
the  said  court  and  the  judges  thereof  shall  have  all 
the  powers  vested  in  the  circuit  courts,  and  the 
judges  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States.” 

The  only  circuit  courts  and  judges  of  the  circflit 
courts  of  the  United  States  then  existing  were 
those  ordained  and  established  by  the  act  of  con- 


1 \NT  DEC  IS  TON  o.'j.'j 

grass  of  the  13th  February,  J8C1;  by  tie  i«ih  sec- 
tion ol  which,  they  wire  m 'ant'd  with  ; ! pow- 
ers theretolore  granted  by  law  lo  the  o.cuii  courts 
of  the  U.  Slates,  unless  where  otherwise  provided 
for  by  tlial  act. 

And  by  tiie  lltli  section  it.  was  iv  d.*d,  among 
other  things,  that  the  said  courts  respectively 
should  base  cognizance  of  all  crimes  and  ouences 
cognizable  under  the  authority  oi  the  United  Stales, 
and  committed  within  their  respective  districts,  or 
upon  the  high  seas;  “and  also  nil  cases  in  law  oi 
equity  arising  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  treaties  made,  or  which  may 
he  made,  under  their  authority” — “and  also  of  ail 
actions  or  suits,  matters  or  things  cognizable  by  the 
judicial  authority  of  the  United  States,  under  and 
by  virtue  of  the  constitution ' thereof,  where  the 
matter  in  dispute  shall  amount  to  $'400,  and  where 
original  jurisdiction  is  not  given  by  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  to  tiie  supreme-  court  thereof, 
or  exclusive  jurisdiction  by  law  to  the  district  courts 
of  the  United  Siates.” 

It  is  evident  that  this  section  “covered  the  whole 
ground  of  the  constitution,”  so  that  if  it  had  been  in 
force  when  the  case  of  Mclntire  arid  Wood  arose, 
the  decision  in  that  case  would  probably  have  been 
different.  Although  the  act  ol  February  13,  13(11, 
was  repealed  by  the  act  of  1302,  yet  the  repeal  did 
not  in  any  manner  affect  the  powers  or  jurisdiction 
of  this  court,  given  by  the  act  of  27th  February 
1801. 

But  this  court  has  a jurisdiction  still  more  exten- 
sive than  that  which  was  given  by  the  act  ol  13th 
February,  1801.  And  if  the  jurisdiction  given  by 
the  11th  section  of  that  act  would  have  justified  the 
court  in  issuing  the  writ  of  mandamus  under  the 
14th  section  of  the  judiciary  act  ol  17o9,  a fortiori 
will  tue  jurisdiction  given  to  this  court  by  the  5th 
section  of  the  act  ol  the  27th  of  February,  1831, 
justify  this  court  in  issuing  it. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  supreme  court  in  McClung 
vs.  Silliman,  Mr.  Justice  Johnson  seems  to  have 
supposed  that  it  was  not  sufficient  that  the  writ  of 
mandamus  should  be  necessary  lor  the  exercise  of 
its  jurisdiction  in  tiie  mandamus  case  itself,  but 
that  it  must  be  necessary  for  the  exercise  oi'  its  ju- 
risdiction in  some  ulterior  suit.  He  says,  “It  can- 
not be  denied  that  the  exercise  of  this  power,” 
(meaning  the  writ  of  mandamus),  “is  necessary 
to  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  in  the  court  below; 
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possesses  jurisdiction,  but  because  it  does  not  pos- 
sess it.  It  must  exercise  this  power”  (that  is,  is- 
sue the  writ),  “and  compel  the  emanation  of  the 
legal  document,  or  the  execution  oi  the  legal  act 
by  the  register  of  the  land  office,  or  the  party  can- 
not sue.” 

Although,  in  the  case  of  McClung,  the  mandamus 
might  have  been  asked,  lor  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
a document  necessary  to  the  prosecution  of  another 
suit,  yet  it  cannot  be  necessary  in  ail  cases  that  tiie 
mandamus  should  be  merely  an  auxiliary  proceed- 
ing with  a view  to  an  ulterior  action.  In  the  Great- 
er number  of  cases,  the  remedy  by ’mandamus  is 
final;  and  the  court  must  have  jurisdiction  of  the 
case  stated,  or  the  cause  for  issuing  the  writ  before 
it  can  be  lawfully  issued.  The  court  must  possess 
the  jurisdiction  before  they  can  exercise  it.  The 
court  exercises  its  jurisdiction  when  it  calls  the 
parties  before  it.  If  B,  a resident  of  this  district,  is 
indebted  to  A upon  a promissory  note,  this  court 
has  jurisdiction  of  the  case.  To  enable  the  court 
to  exercise  its  jurisdiction  in  the  case,  some  kind 
of  writ  is  necessary.  A capias  is  tiie  usual  writ. 
But  it  is  only  because  it  is  a writ  "necessary  for  the 
exercise  of  its  jurisdiction”  in  that  case,  that  the 
court  is  authorised  to  issue  it;  for  it  i3  not  specially 
given  by  the  14th  section  of  the  judiciary  act, 
which  is  the  only  authority  for  issuing  it.  But  it 
is  one  of  the  “writs  not  specially  provided  for  by 
statute,”  and  it  is  a writ  “agreeable  to  the  princi- 
ples and  usages  of  law,”  and  necessary  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  in  the  given 
case,  and  therefore  the  court  may  issue  it.  Cases 
of  mandamus  stand  exactly  on  the  same  footing. 
The  court  has  no  more  authority  tor  issuing  a capias 
than  for  issuing  a mandamus. 

It  surely  caunot  be  that  a court  can  only  issue  a 
writ  of  mandamus  because  it  has  not  jurisdiction, 
or  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a jurisdiction  which 
-did  not  exist  before.  It  must  he  that  we  have  mis- 
understood the  language  of  the  opinion;  and  we  arc 
the  more  inclined  to  think  so,  because  in  the  next 
sentence  he  says:  “The  14th  section  of  the  act 
under  consideration  couid  only  have  been  intended 
to  vest  the  power  now  contended  forin  cases  where 
the  jurisdiction  already'  exists,  and  not  where  it  is 
to  be  courted,  or  acquired  by  mean?  of  the  writs 
proposed  to  be  sued  out.”  And  again,  in  page  C 04, 
he  say:  “But  when,  in  the  cases  Marbury  vs.  Madi- 
son, and  Mclntire  vs.  Wood,  this  court  decided 
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agafeisi  ti»  ex&rtt'se  *f  that  power,  the  idea  never 
presented  Itself  to  any  one  that  it  was  not  within 
we  scops  of  the  judicial  powers  of  the  U.  States, 
aWtawglt  ««t  vested  by  law  in  the  courts  of  the  gene- 
trail  gweraa®e«f. 

By  which  we  suppose  we  are  to  understand  that 
wife©®,  in  the  case  of  Martmry  vs.  Madison,  the  su- 
lprewe  c«art  refused  to  issae  the  writ  of  inaadnmus, 
rosWflsa  if  would  have  been  an  exercise  of  original 
jurisdiction  not  warranted  by  the  constitution;  and 
Wife®,  in  the  rase  of  Mrlntiir  vs.  Wood,  the  court 
sfefcfeted  against  the  exercise  of  the  power  by  the 
dR»8  court  to  issue  the  writ,  because  congress  had 
*r»t  'conferred  upon  the  circuit  court  ail  the  jurisdle- 
I0©n  which  it  was  authorised  bv  the  constitution  to 
e®»fer,  no  one  supposed  that  the  power  was  not 
within  the  scopo  of  the  judicial  powers  granted  to 
llllne  general  government;  and  we  are  still  left  to  in- 
fer that  if  -congress  had  conferred  on  the  circuit 
courts  ail  the  jurisdiction  which  they  might  eonsti- 
latiorialiy  have  conferred,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
oftlie  power  of  the  circuit  court  to  issue  the  writ, 
raintter  the  power  given  i:i  the  1 4th  section  of  the 
judiciary  act  of  1789. 

As  the  postmaster  general  has  not  thought  proper 
So  appear  to  show  cause  why  the  writ  of  mandamus 
should  not  issue,  the  court  will  consider  such  ob- 
jections as  occur  to  (hem  as  being  possible  to  be 
suggested. 

If  it  should  be  said  that  if  every  neglect  of  duty 
by  a public  officer,  by  which  an  individual  sutlers 
an  injury,  is  to  be  the  subject  of  a mandamus,  it 
will  become  the  common  mode  of  redress  in  such, 
cas^s,  and  the  officers  of  government  may  be  harras- 
sr-d;  we  answer  that  every  public  officer  who  ne- 
gb-cts  or  refuses  to  perform  a mere  ministerial  duty, 
whereby  an  individual  is  injured  is  legally  responsi- 
ble to  that  individual  in  some  form  or  other,  and  a 
mandamus  is  one  of  the  mildest  forms  of  action  which 
can  boused;  as  it  supposes  that  the  duty  may  still  be 
performed,  and  as  it  does  not  subject  the  officer  to 
pecuniary  damages,  and  is  one  of  the  best  forms  in 
which  the  right  of  the  supposed  injured  party  may 
be  tried. 

As  it  can  be  used  only  in  cases  where  a duty  is  to 
be  performed;  and  where  it  is  still  in  the  power 
of  the  officer  to  perform  it,  the  cases  cannot  be 
very  numerous,  and  the  officers  will  be  less  haras- 
sed by  this  form  of  action  than  by  the  other  usual 
forms  of  action  which  are  generally  commenced  by 

If  it  be  said  that  a mandamus  commanding  the 
postmaster  general  fo  pay , as  well  as  to  credit  the 
sum  awarded  bv  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  would 
be  the  means  of  compelling  the  United.Statesfopay 
money  by  legal  process,  without  previous  appro- 
priation by  law,  the  court  will  take  further  time  to 
consider,  as  we  have  doubts  whether  the  mandamus 
should  now  go  fo  that  extent. 

A doubt  has  been  suggested  “whether  any  por- 
tion of  the  judiciary  of  the  United  States,  and,  much 
more,  whether  a court  established  in  this  District, 
for  purposes  entirely  local.,  could  constitutionally  in- 
quire into  the  official  conduct  of  the  president  or 
heads  of  departments,  who  are  responsible  through 
the  process  of  impeachment,  with  the  view  to  con- 
trol them  in  their  ministerial  functions.” 

In  answer  to  so  much  of  this  objection  as  regards 
the  other  portions  of  the  judiciary  of  the  United 
States,  we  refer  to  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  Mttrburu  vs.  1 Ma- 
dison, as  delivered  by  the  late  chief  justice  Marshall, 
and  which  has  been  before  cited.  With  regard  to 
the  court  said  to  be  established  in  this  District  for 
purposes  entirely  local,  ihe  fact  is  not  so.  This 
court  has  all  the  jurisdiction  which  any  other  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States  can  have  in  its  cir- 
cuit, and  much  more.  It  is  the  court  which  the 
legislature  of  the  United  States  has  thought  proper 
to  ordain  and  establish  as  one  of  the  courts  inferior 
only  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  which  it  has  confided  the  administration  of  those 
laws  on  which  depend  the  protection  of  the  lives, 
personal  liberty,  and  property,  of  the  president,  vice 
president,  heads  of  departments,  and  other  officers 
of  the  government,  members  of  congres,  foreign 
ministers,  and  strangers  visiting  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment. as  well  as  of  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of 
the  District.  This  court  has  power  to  call  before  it 
every  person  found  in  the  District,  from  the  highest 
to  the  lowest;  and  it  is  upon  this  power  that  they  all 
depend  for  that  protection  which  the  law  extends 
over  them.  If  there  is  any  officer  of  government  in 
the  District  too  high  to  be  reached  by  the  process  of 
this  court,  then  there  is  no  legal  security  here  for 
onr  lives,  our  liberty,  or  our  property. 

If  this  court  cannot  “inquire  into  the  official  con- 
duct of  the  president  or  heads  of  departments,” 
“with  a viewto  control  them  in  their  ministerial 
functions,”  it  is  not  because  this  court  is  established 
in  this  District  “for  purposes  entirely  local.” 


The  suggestion  that  the  president  and  heads  of 
departments  are  not  responsible,  except  by  impeach- 
ment, for  the  exercise  of  their  ministerial  functions, 
seems  to  imply  that  the  postmaster  general,  like  the 
heads  of  departments  may  shelter  himself  under  the 
authority  of  command  of' the  president.  But  U'they 
can  do  it,  In  a case  like  the  present,  where  the  duty 
is  expressly  enjoined  upon  the  officer  by  an  act  of 
congress,  Ihk  officer  cannot  do  it,  for  his  relation  to 
the  president  is  very  different  from  theirs.  They, 
in  the  very  terms  by  which  their  offices  were  creat- 
ed and  their  duties  'defined,  are  to  perform  such  du- 
ties and  execute  such  orders  as  they  shall  be  re- 
quired to  perform  am!  execute  by  Use  president  of 
the  United  States,  The  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
however,  may  possibly  stand  inV different  relation 
to  the  president,  as  his  duties  are  better  defined  by 
law,  and  as  there  is  a direct  communication,  estab- 
lished by  law,  between  him  and  ihe  legislature, 
without  the  intervention  of  the  president;1  Du;  still 
he  is  bound  by  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of 
September,  1730,  “generally  to  perform  all  such 
services,  relative  to  th«  £n»no*o,  os  ho  shall  be  di- 
rected to  perform/’  The  act  docs  not  say  by  whom 
he  may  be  thus  directed.  If  by  the  president,  then 
his  relation  to  the  president  is  the  same  as  that  of 
the  other  heads  of  departments.  The  postmaster 
general,  however,  clearly  bears  no  such  relation  to 
the  president.  We  cannot  find  a word  in  the  law 
under  which  he  was  appointed,  or  in  the  various 
laws  respecting  the  post  office  establishment,  or  in 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  inti- 
mates any  connexion  between  him  and  the  presi- 
dent; or  any  authority  in  the  president  to  prescribe 
his  duties,  or  to  control  him  in  the  exercise  of  his 
official  functions. 

It  is  true  that  he  is  appointed,  and  therefore  may 
be  removed,  by  the  president.  But  the  president,  if 
he  has  the  power  to  control  him,  can  only  do  it 
through  his  fear  of  removal.  If  he  should  so  control 
him,  no  act  done  by  him  under  that  control  could 
be  thereby  justified.  The  postmaster  general,  in 
the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  appears  to  be 
legally  as  independent  of  the  president  as  the  pre- 
sident is  of  him.  There  can  therefore  be  no  pre- 
tence for  avoiding  responsibility  under  any  order  of 
the  president,  nor  for  sharing  the  irresponsibility 
which  rrav  be  supposed  to  belong  to  that  high  offi- 
cer. 

In  what  cases  public  officers  are  responsible  to 
individuals  ;or  tnpir  otnciai  acts,  or  for  neglect  of 
their  official  duties,  is  shown  very  clearly  in  the 
opinion  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  case  of  Rlarbury  m.  Madison,  already  oiled. 

We  have  thus  endeavored  to  answer  all  the  ob- 
jections which  have  occurred  to  us  as  likely  1o  be 
made:  and  onr  opinion  upon  the  whole  cast",  after 
the  best  and  most  anxious  consideration,  with  a de- 
sire and  determination  to  do  justice  between  the 
parties,  according  to  the  best  of  our  judgment  and 
ability,  is: 

That  the  refusal  of  a public  officer,  resident  in 
this  District,  to  do  a ministerial  act,  which  by  law 
he  is  positively  commanded  to' do  whereby  an  indi- 
vidual is  deprived  of  his  rights,  is  a case,  either  in 
law  or  equity,  of  which  this  court  has  cognizance, 
bv  virtue  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  congress 
of  the  27th  of  February,  180],  “concerning  the 
District  of  Columbia.”  That  the  only  adequate 
remedy,  in  the  case  presented  to  us,  is  a specific 
remedy,  and  that  the  only  specific  remedy  is  a writ 
of  mandamus;  which  is  a writ  “agreeable  to  the 
principles  and  usages  of  law.”  and  is  necessary 
“for  the  exercise  of  the  jurisdiction”  of  this  court, 
in  the  case  before- us. 

If  this  court  has  not  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  no 
court  has;  and  an  individual  who  may  have  been 
ruined  by  the  refusal  of  an  officer  to  perform  a mi- 
nisterial act  positively  enjoined  upon  him  by  law, 
will  be  entirely  without  redress.  Neither  an  im- 
peachment nor  an  indictment  could  restore  him  his 
lost  rights;  and  in  an  action  upon  the  case  he  could 
only  obtain  judgment  for  damages  which  the  officer 
might  be  wholly  unable  to  pay. 

The  court  will  order  a writ  of  mandamus  to  issue, 
commanding  the  postmaster  general  fo  credit  the 
relators  with  the  balance  remaining  due  to  them, 
according  to  the  award  and  report  of  the  solicitor, 
unless  the  postmaster  general  shati  show  cause  to 
the  contrary,  on  or  before  the  day  of 

The  question  whether  a mandamus  shall  issue, 
eommandirighim  to  pay  the  balance,  may  be  reserv- 
ed for  further  consideration,  when  the  result  of  the 
mand^us  to  credit  the  balance  shall  be  ascertained. 


CUSTOM  HOUSE  BONDS. 

From  the  Charleston  Mercury. 

Mr.  Editor:  As  many  erroneous  impressions 
are  abroad  as  to  the  • circulars  issued  bv  the  go- 
vernment to  the  attorneys  and  marshals  of  the  U.  i 


States;  the  following  is  respectfully  submitted  for 
publication,  that  our  fellow  citizens  may  be  cor- 
rectly informed  on  a subject  so  universally  interest- 
ing. I am  respectfully  yours,  0. 

CIBCULAR, 

Office  of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  May  17,  1837. 

Sir:  As  by  the  existing  laws  no  payments  to  the 
United  Slates,  can  be  made  except  in  coin  or  the 
notes  of  specie  paying  banks,  it  has  become  n.y 
duty  to  apprise  you  that  during  the  continuance  of 
the  present  difficulties  as  to  the  banks  and  the  cur- 
rency, it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  grant  every 
indulgence  consistent  will)  (lie  laws  but'not  to  give 
countenance  io  the  violation  of  them.  Yen  will, 
therefore,  decline  receiving  satisfaction  of  judg- 
ments in  favor  of  the  United  Status,  placed  in  your 
bands  fc-r  suit,  except  in  the  manner  allowed  by 
law,  which  is  in  specie,  or  the  notes  of  specie  pay- 
ing banks  at  par. 

1 n CilS'i  f A til?  U « I Oil  lias  I iui  y Cl  urtrn  Itsuut  i;n  ju  u 

ments  recovered  by  you,  you  will  not  issue  it  be- 
fore 1st  October  next,  provided  in  the  exercise  of 
a sound  discretion  you  are  of  opinion  that  no  de- 
triment to  the  United  States,  will  accrue  from  the 
delay,  c-xeept  in  cases  where  the  interest  of  sureties 
is  concerned.  In  such  cases  yon  will  apprise  the 
defendants  if  they  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  this 
indulgence,  that  it  is  necessary  that  the  written  as- 
sent of  the  sureties  be  filed  in  your  office.  When 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  public  interest,  you 
will  require  additional  security  as  the  condition  of 
a stay  of  proceedings  and,  w henever  practicable, 
get  a payment  in  part. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  V.  MAXCY,  solicitor  of  the  treasury. 

To esq.  U.  S.  attorney  for  the  district  of 

circular. 

Office  of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  May  17,  IS37. 

Sir:  It  has  become  my  duty  to  apprise  you,  that 
during  the  continuance  of  the  present  difficulties  as 
to  the  banks  and  currency  it  will  be  necessary  for 
you  to  grant  every  indulgence  consistent  with  the 
laws;  but  at  the  same  time  not  fo  countenance  the 
violation  of  them  You  will,  therefore,  decline  re- 
ceiving satisfaction  of  executions  in  favor  of  the 
United  States  except  in  the  manner  allowred  by 
law;  which  is  iri  specie,  or  the  notes  of  specie  pay- 
ing banks  at -par.  But  in  case  satisfactory  addi- 
tion?! security  to-  given,  or  if  in  the  of  a 

sound  discretion,  you  are  ot  opinion  that  the  U. 
States  will  receive  no  detriment  from  delay,  and  the 
rigid  enforcement  of  the  execution  would  be  at- 
tended with  great  sacrifices  of  property,  you  are 
authorised,  (requiring  the  written  assent  of  sureties, 
where  there  are  sureties),  to  grant  a stay  until  the 
1st  October  next,  when  congress  will  be  in  ses- 
sion. You  will  take  care  (o  guard  against  such 
stay  operating  to  release  any  lien,  which  may,  by 
the  laws  of  your  state  be  created  by  the  issue  of 
execution.  .And  in  all  cases,  where  it  is  possible 
get  a payment  in  part.  I ain  very  respectiuiiy,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

V.  MAXCY,  solicitor  of  the  Irens  ; ?•?/. 

To , esq.  U.  S.  marshal,  fur  the  district  of 

From  the  New  York  American. 

We  annex  the  correspondence  between  the  solicitor 
of  the  treasury  and  the  committees  of  the  chamber  of 
commerce  and  of  the  board  of  trade  of  !1  is  city— by 
which  it  will  be  perceived,  that  all  bonds  n av  now 
be  extended  lo  the  1st  October,  on  giving  additional 
security,  instead  of  30,  CO  and  SO  days,  as  before 
required;  and  that,  on  payment  of  one-fcutlh  the 
amount  in  (ft)  days,  additional  security  will  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

This  arrangement  w ill  be,  we  presume,  satisfac- 
tory to  the  mercantile  interests — to  which  Ivir. 
Price,  the  district  attorney,  has  rendered  an  ac- 
ceptable service  by  his  zeal  in  this  matter. 

New  York,  May  25 ill,  18S7. 

Sir:  In  a joint  meeting  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of  the  chamber  of  commerce  and  of  the  beard  of 
trade,  representing  in  the  present  state  of  affairs, 
the  mercantile  interests  of  the  city  of  New  York,  we 
have  been  appointed  to  make  the  following  com- 
munication to  you,  and  respectfully  to  ask  for  your 
interference  in  ihe  manner  hereinafter  suggested. 

Under  your  circular  instructions,  dated  May  15, 
to  the  district  attorney,  relative  to  bis  proceedings 
upon  non-payment  of  duty  bonds  in  specie,  the 
latter  does  not  feel  authorised,  in  any  case,  (o  post- 
pone payment  until  the  1st  October;  but  considers 
himself  restricted,  in  all  cases,  to  a postponement 
only  for  thirty,  sixty  and  ninety  days.  It  has  been 
stated  to  him  that  whatever  expectations  might  of 
been  entertained  at  the  date  of  your  circular,  with 
regard  to  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the 
| banks,  such  will  certainly  not  take’ place  within 
i either  of  those  periods;  and  that  whatever  might  be 
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We  therefore  now  respectfully  requert  that,  after  C to  the  prffol  tmtsH&fo*  «tf  sjwfe 

i!l  have  been  w sia  S«w>  at!,  r -I  o'etoc&„  the  «s»#rt  &»>«*••  iwj^n.  <®  fil® 


all  proper  guards  shall  ' ...  <»•  a 

respect  io  the  assent  of  sureties,  to  the  payment  ot  »'»!»  citizens,  atnwigsf  wa&sai  we  itofwss®  at  gr-ttaP 
.•I  to  the  reinforcement  of  security,  anti j swasher  of  our  merehamH,.  store! Lttffer*..  fern  yew, 

' ' *•*  • *»A  riwfeetft  aft 

iposg-  theue 


interest,  and 


this  only  whan  naedfiil  in  the  discretion  of  the  di---  j clerks,  srec hastes,  f «t  ;im  met*  an:!,  in 
strict  attorney — general  intfiructioft*  should  fas  t cat  tings  jttut  pum m&r  W#  &'>]?'•- 

Kiven  to  postpone' tin-  nivnicnt  of  atf  ccxiotii  hon#&  j were  at  F*a*f  dire  &r  »tx  Smarkm 
bonds  upon  proper  application,  until  the  first  of  j A meeting  o!  nvore  mmmig  character,  attlsar  a«rft»> 
October  next.’  We  shall  fad  obliged  by  your  early  j u timber  *t  fosSe|K.s«»«e,  has  bees  raraly  swan-  is. 

attention  to  this  coininuiiication,  and  awaiting  your  (setropoiis  ot  toe  ittBioit. 

. .-.-r  . . i t ft-$  f HI  ir*Ko‘i'i  Itr-srt  wCtV.-k  f'la?  B.IihP  W.VJfttoDtfV  r V'O.Tf 


reply.  We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  respect- 
fully,  vour  obedient  servants, 

(Signed)  JAMES  C.KING 

v ° JOHN  A.  STEVENS, 

WM.  A.  LAWRENCE. 

To  the  lion.  Virgil  Mitxcy,  solicitor  of  the  treasury, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Off.ce  of  the  solicitor  of  ihe  treasury.  May  Znih,  SS37. 

Gentlemen:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  by 
Mr. 


Mr.  Maekn  moved  fhad  ftwascr  e&airtnamv 
T.  Mwarev,  esq.,  bs  mpteafv'd  to  pvras&fe  at  ttlUtt 
steeling;  wteicb  ws»  earned  wi'ia.r,::siw»K-  ly. 

Mr.  Mtunroe  (b«  look  tte  efe»r,  and  Mr.  Kensiy 

Bradley  was  appointed!  secretory.. 

The  chairman  observed  tfR*C*s-<&ei  iweef  Eng  watt 
now  organized,  he  was  ready  to  fcearwbat  the:  eonn- 
mittee  bad  to  coiniiatmicato. 

Mr.  CnnoiRgiiam,  the  ebaincvan  of  the.  conirarttfie® 
! appointed  to  communicate  with  the  brinies,  said  ttlmai 

1 n r\  ,y,  milt  1 &C.  KIHid r.lr-,t  At  line  IVvr.' . i - r in-cl.lsiev  rO  (fi?  — 


perus 
justly 

commerce,  and  board  of  trade,  respecting  the  me.r-  | 
cnutilc  interests  of  the  city  of  New  York.  Those  meeting, 
representations  have  been  most  ably  sustained  by 
the  zealous  friend  of  the  merchants  oi  your  city,  who 
was  try?  bearer  of  your  letter. 

You  desire  tha’t  general  instructions  should  be 
given  to  postpone  the  payment  of  all  custom  house 
bonds  until  the  first  of  October  next,  and  that  ad- 
ditional security  should  not  be  required  unless 
deemed  necessary  by  the  district  attorney.  I am 
happy,  after  receiving  the  sanction  of  the  president 
and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  whose  desire  to 
give  all  practicable  relief  to  the  mercantile  commu- 
nity I warmly  participate,  to  be  able  to  give  the 
district  attorney  such  a construction  and  mollifica- 
tion of  the  circular  from  this  office,  bearing  date 
the  15 til  instant,  as  will  substantially  meet  your 
views. 

I send,  herewith  enclosed,  for  your  information, 
a copy  of  my  letter  of  instructions  to  the  district 
attorney,  ati  V have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  high 
respect,  your  Xnost  ob’t  serv’d, 

V.  MA'XCY,  solicitor  of  the  treasury. 

To  Messrs.  James  G.  King,  John  A.  Stevens  and 
William  A.  Lawrence,  representing  the  chamber  of 
commerce  and  board  of  trade  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

COPY. 

Office  of  the  solicitor  of  ihe  treasury,  May  30  th,  1837. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  vour  inquiries— 

1st.  To  whom,  under  the  instructions  contained 
in  my  circular  of  the  15th  instant,  may  indulgence 
be  extended  to  the  first  of  October  next?  and 

2d.  Whether  the  fourth  regulation,  under  those 
instructions,  which  requires  additional  security,  or 
a confession  of  judgment,  in  ail  cases  may  not  be 
relaxed? 

I have  the  honor  to  state — 

1st.  That  you  may,  in  all  casus,  postpone  suit 
until  the  first  of  October  next,  where  the  parties  to 
the  bond  comply  with  the  first*  and  secondf  regula- 
tions, and  the  fourth, t either  as  if  now  stands,  or  as 
modified  by  this  letter;  and  in  the  exercise  of  a 
sound  discretion  vuuare  ol  opinion,  that  no  part  can 
he  paid  at  an  earlier  period  without  serious  sacri- 
fice. 

2d.  That  the  principle  on  which  indulgence  is 
given  ns  to  time,  is,  that  the  ultimate  payment  ot 
tin?  debt  is  rendered  more  secure  by  it.  If,  there- 
fore, in  the  present  general  prostration  of  conn 
deuce,  additional  security  cannot  be  given,  and  a 
confession  of  judgment,  by  injuring  the  credit  of  the 
debtor  and  his  securities,  or  otherwise,  would  be 
inexpedient,  you  may  postpone  suit  to  the  first  of 
October,  without  requiring  additional  security,  or  a 
confession  of  judgment,  on  condition,  in  lieu  there- 
of, that  one-fourth  of  the  amount  due  be  agreed  to 
be  paid  at  the  end  of  sixty  days.  Provided,  in  the 
exercise  of  a sound  discretion,  you  are  of  opinion, 
that  with  that  extension  of  time,  the  present  sure- 
ties are  satisfactory,  and  the  recovery  ot  the  debt 
would,  by  such  extension,  be  rendered  more  cer- 
tain, than  it  would  be  ifsnit  was  forthwith  institu- 
ted. I am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

(Signed)  V.  MAXCY,  solid  far  of  the  treasury. 

To  Wm.  Price,  esq.  U.  S.  attorney,  New  I ork. 
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ADJOURNED  TOWN  MEETING  IN  WASHINGTON. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

An  adjourned  meeting  of  citizens  was  held  on 
Friday,  evening,  at  th"  City  Hall,  pursuant  to  pub- 
lic notice,  to  receive  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  communicate  with  the  banks  relative 


Mr.  C.  said  be  wowSri state tfeaf  tfce  reponf 
which  he  was  about  to  read  was  raaenmtA  in-  by  aiSIl 
the  members  of  the  co/nirdt'oe.  ttu  raetaben  of 
the  committee  (himself)  had,  isowvver.  mpe-ii.  stwfer 
sequent  consideration,  dissented,  &tul  bid  deemed 
it  his  duly  to  draw  op  a coos!S*r-rsjp®ri  and  cssrthtai. 
resolutions,  which  he  should  also  r’ad,  and  srobaauitt' 
to  the  meeting  for  their  adoption.  Hire  the  corres- 
pondence with  the  three  banks  of  the  city  was.  read 
to  tiie  meeting,  together  with  the  replies  of  the 
banks,  setting  forth  their  reasons  for  declining  the. 
resumption  of  cash  payments  to  any  extent  at  pre- 
sent, during  the  universal  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments bv  other  banks.* 

The  r -port  of  the  committee  was  then  also  read, 
concluding  with  sundry  resolutions,  which  the  cos»- 
mittee  recommended  for  the  adoption  of  the  meet- 
ing. 

After  the  reading  of  this  correspond. ■nc’*,  which 
occupied  a considerable  time,  J.  P.  V an  Ness,  esq. 
rose  and  said  he  would  beg  leave  to  state,  that  since 
the  bank  of  the  Metropolis  had  suspended  specie 
payments  at  its  counter,  they  had,  nevertheless, 
furnished  the  public  with  specie  change  to  art 
aggregate  amount  of  $6,000. 

" Ml-  ftuniii iv-rhum.  after  briefly  commenting  upon 
the  arguments  adduced  by  the  banks  to  justify  them 
in  the  discontinuance  of  specie  payments,  and  ad- 
verting to  what  they  had  said  of  the  harshness  of 
remark,  and  the  unsound  reasoning  ot  the  commit- 
tee, introduced  his  own  report  and  resolutions, 
which  he  read  to  the  meeting.  These  were  counter 
to  those  of  the  committee — his  report  being  con- 
demnatory of  the  banks  for  suspending  payment, 
and,  amongst  a variety  of  other  arguments  on  the 
subject,  declaring  the  opinion  that  so  far  from  stop- 
ping payment  it  was  the  duty  of  the  banks  even  to 
have  bought  specie  at  ten  per  cent,  premium  if 
necessary  to  enable  themselves  to  continue  special 
payments.  After  occupying  more  than  half  an 
hour  in  reading  his  preamble  and  resolutions,  Mr. 
C.  moved  that  ihev  be  adopted,  as  a substitute  for 
those  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Maehen  here  took  the  floor  and  spoke  with 
great  earnestness  and  animation  to  (he  following 
effect: 

It  was  very  apparent,  he  observed,  from  the  num- 
ber who  were  then  assembled,  and  tits  deep  anxiety 
which  was  depicted  on  every  countenance,  that  it 
was  no  ordinary  occasion  which  had  called  his  (el- 
low  citizens  together,  and  no  common  topics  which 
they  were  then  called  upon  to  discuss,  ’file  occa- 
sion was  one  which  involved  the  prosperity  of  the 
whole  community,  and  ,the  subjects  for  your  delibe- 
ration were  replete  with  interest.  They  were 
sufficient,  in  their  immediate  effects  and  their  re- 
mote bearings,  to  awaken  ttie  anxious  inquiry  of 
every  patriot,  and  task  the  energies  of  the  wisest 
statesmen;  and  instead  of  being  treated  as  thcm?3 
for  heated  controversy  or  scholastic  disputation, 
they  must  press  themselves  upon  the  business  and 
bosoms  of  every  member  of  This  community. 

Among  the  precious  legacies  which  bad  been  left 
by  the  frarners  of  tlm  constitution,  there  was  per- 
haps none  more  valuable  than  that  which  vested  in 
congress  the  exclusive  right  of  coining  money,  and 
regulating  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coins; 
and  which,  at  the  same  time,  probihits-the  states  from 
making  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a tender 
in  payment  of  debts.  It  is  this  wise  provision  alone 
which  has  prevented  onr  citizens  from  experienc- 
ing the  legalized  pillage  which  has  been  practised 
in  other  countries  in  almost  every  age,  by  altera- 


tho  wants  of  the  treasury,  to  which  reference  was 
also  made,  they  could  not  be  supplied  in  sp;eie 
from  those  sources,  ard  that  any  postponement  in- 
volving a new  arrangement  within  thirty  days, 
coiil-l  only  lead  to  anew  postponement,  and  so  too, 
altar  sixty,  and  even  ninety  days  delay,  lor  that  mo 
dun  'e  could  be  reasonably  looked  for  during  that 
ti;us;°and  that  expensive- costs  of  renewals,  as  little 
desired  by  the  district  attorney  as  by  the  treasury, 
ought  not  to  be  imposed  upon  by  merchants  who 
stood  ready  to  meet  their  engagements  to  the  go- 
vernment in  the  only  currency  which  exists. 

it  was  further  urged,  that  the  merchants  of  New 
York,  as  well  as  the  government  itself,  with  funds 
at  their  respective  credit  in  the  ueposite  banks,  are  no 
longer  able  to  make  them  available  lor  payment  qt 
a debt,  to  or  from  the  government,  or  each  other,  in 
le,*i  currency.  And  that  by  mutual  forbearance, 

add  irO.fi  aoiuiuic  ucccsalij  *alvmu,  uiakl  tliu  mcr- 

chants  accommodate  themselves  to  existing  diffi- 
culties— by  none  more  deplored  than  by  themselves, 
— and  make  and  receive  payments  among  them- 
selves iu  bank  note  currency;  and  as  the  calamity 
of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks 
is  common,  both  to  the  government  and  to  mer- 
chants, it  was  contended  that  the  same  reasons  for 
a compromise,  which  in  order  to  avert  the  total 
suspension  of  business,  has  been  adopted  by  t tie 
latter,  exist  in  full  force  as  regards  tiie  former;  and 
that  nothing  but  the  imperative  provisions  of  law 
should  prevent  their  adoption  by  it.  Therefore, 
when  a paliiative,  “tolerated  by  the  laws  and  justi- 
fied by  a proper  regard  to  the  public  interests,”  is 
proposed  in  the  shape  of  au  order  for  supending  the 
payment  of  custom  house  bonds,  such  postpone- 
ment should  not  he  of  shorter  duration  than  until 
the  1st  of  October,  in  order  to  give  congress  an 
opportunity  to  make  .suitable  provision  for  the 
emergency,  because  no  other  power  can  do  so.  It 
was  likewise  contended  that  your  circular  letter 
seemed  to  partake  of  the  influence  of  instructions 
from  the  treasury  of  di.ferent  dates  and  of  diiferent 
imports,  for  that  the  original  restriction  to  3 >,  60 
and  Ol)  day,  appeared  to  have  reference  to  the  pos- 
sible wants  of  the  treasury,  after  the  appropriation 
of  public  funds,  on  the  1st  of  July,  under  the  gene- 
ral  distribution  liw;  and  that  such  restrictions  pre- 
supposed an  early  resumption  of  specie  payments 
by  tha  hanks;  and  it  was  argued  that  the  views  of  j 
the  treasury  department  miut  i,n.vc  been  c h — f 1 - 
by  subsequent  events;  and  then,  that  new  instruc- 
tions to  postpone  until  the  1st  of  October,  were 
given.  In  proof  thereof,  the  letter  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  of  16th  M ly,  to  the  district  attorney 
avis  referred  to,  in  which  it  is  explicitly  stated, 
“that  in  ci  rse.pi nice  of  an  earlier  meeting  of  con- 
gress having  been  decided  upon  bv  the  president 
since  that  co  n a Plication,”  (whicn  authorised  the 
postponement  for  3D,  60  and  T)  days),  the  “solicitor 
has  been  empowered  to  extend  that  indulgence  in 
cases  where  it  is  appropriate  and  desired,  to  a period 
after  the  commencement  of  tile  ensuing  session.” 
So,  tan,  iu  the  letter  from  the  same  department,  of 
lt)tfi  May,  to  the  collector  of  the  port,  the  para- 
graph marked  No.  3,  expressly  declares,  that  sub- 
sequently to  the  first  instructions  to  the  solicitor  of 
th  - treasury,  an  I as  new  events  justified,  an  ex- 
tension until  after  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session  of  congress  was  permitted  by  the  depart- 
ment of  ihe  treasury  with  the  sanction  of  the  presi- 
dent. These  new  events,  it  was  claimed  could 
only  refer  to  the  fact,  that  the  suspension  of  specie 
pay. units  by  the  banks  would  become  general — 
that  it  would  ther  -fore  be  absolutely  impossible  to 
obtain  specie  sufficient  tortile  combined  payment 
of  cash  duties  and  of  custom  house  bonds — that  the 
government  could  not  any  more  than  individuals 
maintain  such  payments,  and,  therefore,  that  it  was 
a matter  of  sheer  neceseitv  that  the  whole  subject 
should  be  referred  for  decision  to  congress,  of 
which  a meeting  was  called  at  the  earliest  day 
practicable. 

Notwithstanding  these  representations,  the  dis- 
trict attorney,  although  professing  a sincere  desire 
to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  contended  for  in  behalf 
of  the  merchants,  feels  constrained,  bv  the  letter  of 
your  circular  instructions,  to  give  a different  con- 
struction to  them;  and  it  now  only  remans  for  us, 
with  ail  proper  deference,  to  reiterate  to  you  di- 
rectly our  representations,  and  to  add  that,  in  the 
present  emergency,  a partial  course  of  extension  to 
some  and  not  to  others,  would  be  invidious,  and  a 
general  one  of  restricting  all  to  30,  60  and  00  days, 
would  be  unjust,  and  not  in  accordance  with  what 
is  believed  to  be  the  desire  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment; and  that  the  rule  now  to  be  adopted  for  the 
security  of  the  government,  and  for  the  protection 
of  the  in>rchants,  should  be  of  as  general  applica- 
tion as  the  case  is  of  universal  necessity;  and  it  is 
especially  important  that,  whatever  rule  is  to  pre- 
vail, it  should  be  speedily  adopted. 


*Assent  of  sureties. 
jTnterest  at  6 per  cent. 

^Additional  security,  or  judgment  confessed. 


*The  correspondence  shall  have  a place  in  the 
next  number  of  the  “Register.” 
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lions  in  t h standards  and  debasing  the  value  of 
gold  and  silver  coins,  and  tdns  ssibj  acting  pre-exist- 
ing contracts  to  arbitrary  enactments.  It  is  to  this 
-provision,  .and  an  adherence  to  its  principle,  that 
we  shad  be  'indebted  tor  the  mam  pillars  oi'  indivi 
dual  wealth  and  national  prosperity— security  to 
property — inviolability  of  contracts,  and  a credit 
which  c an  only  flourish  whan  law  gives  the  guar- 
ant/  of  their  exact  fulfil  meat. 

But  white  gold  and  silver  coins'  of  uniform  value 
became  thus  the  standards  by  which  contracts  were 
to  be  executed  and  prop  Tty  acquired;  and  while 
no  one  could  be  more  unwilling  than  himself  to 
substitute  any  other  currency  for  that  which  the 
constitution  had  provided,  a circulating  medium 
had  been  gradually  introduced,  from  our  earliest 
history,  by  the  enactments  of  every  legislature  of 
our  union,  which  though  not  money,  professed  to 
be  its  actual  representative.  This  circulating  me- 
dium, issued  by  incorporated  banking  institutions, 
founded  on  the  great  principle  of  credit,  has  in- 
creased, to  all  practical  purposes,  the  active  capital 
of'our  country,  stimulated  enterprise  in  every  de- 
partment of  life,  and  regulated  the  estimated  value 
of  labor  and  property. 

It  is  proved,  however,  by  experience,  that  this 
circulating  medium,  though  productive  of  good,  is 
also  productive  of  evil.  It  is  subject  to  alternate 
ebbs  and  flows.  It  depends  for  its  vital  breath  up- 
on public  confidence,  and  is  liable  to  be  affected  by 
the  agitations  and  vicissitudes  from  which  no  com- 
munity of  men  Ins  been  entirely  exempt. 

We  are  now,  continued  Mr.  M.  in  the  midst  of 
one  of  those  vicissitudes.  Owing  to  causes  into 
which  It  is  unnecessary  to  inquire,  a pressure  has 
been  made  upon  ail  the  banking  institutions  of  our 
country,  for  the  payment  ot  their  notes,  and  the  re- 
alization of  their  promises,  which  they  are  unable 
to  resist.  A stoppage  of  payment  has  ensued. 
Their  notes,  received  as  money,  because  they  were 
deemed  convertible,  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  into 
coin,  no  longer  the  representatives  of  value,  depend 
wholly  upon  credit;  they  pass  from  hand  to  hand, 
because  nothing  better  can  be  obtained;  the  only 
standard  of  value  is  withdrawn  from  general  circu- 
lation; and  for  want  of  an  adequate  currency,  in 
which  all  can  confide,  the  national  faith  is  dishonor- 
ed, labor  ha3  ceased  to  receive  its  certain  reward, 
enterprise  languishes,  the  hand  ofdiligence  is  slack- 
ened, and  the  mighty  energies  of  this  young  and 
great  confederacy  are  in  a measure  paralyzed. 

But  great  as  are  the  evils  which  have  been 
brought  upon  our  country,  they  are  yet  susceptible 
of  still  greater  aggravation.  Though  they  should 
awaken  apprehension  and  vigilance,  they  ought  not 
to  excite  dismay.  A knowledge  both  of  the  nature 
and  extent  of  these  evils  will  at  once  prevent  their 
augmentation,  and  provide  a cure.  Let  it  then 
be  known,  fellow  citizens,  that  a suspension  of 
payment  is  one  of  the  incidents  of  banking  institu- 
tions in  every  country  in  which  they  have  been  es- 
‘tablished  as  banks  of  circulation;  and  that  a stop- 
rage  of  payment  is  not  necessarily  productive  of 
ultimate  loss  to  the  holders  of  its  bills.  The  very 
principle  upon  which  they  are  established,  requires 
them  to  lend  out  lo  others  more  of  their  capital  than 
they  retain  in  their  hands.  But  these  loans  may  be 
made  upon  substantia!  security;  and  when  the 
debts  are  good,  the  banks  may  be  solvent,  and 
their  notes  ultimately  redeemable  in  specie. 

When  a casualty  like  this  arises — a casualty 
which  has  more  than  one"  occurred  in  England-, 
France,  Scotland,  and  other  European  countries, 
and  which,  in  a period  of  about  twenty  years,  we 
have  twice  experienced  in  our  own,  what  is  the 
part  which  wisdom  wiil  dictate?  Is  it  to  extend  a 
a liberal  forbearance?  To  give  them  time  to  collect 
fro-m  their  debtors  the  moneys  they  have  loaned;  to 
convert  their  interest  bearing  stocks  into  com,  and 
thus  regain  a portion  of  that  capital  which,  after 
contributing  to  the  employment  of  labor,  the  rear- 
ing of  manufactures,  and  the  extension  of  com- 
merce, is  diffused  through  the  whole  mass  of  socie- 
ty? Or,  by  a rigorous  enforcement  of  law,  com- 
pel them  to. convert  a temporary  suspension  into  a 
permanent  stoppage — -to  extend  the  same  measure 
of  calamity  to  those  indebted  to  them,  which  they, 
have  themselves  experienced;  to  deprive  the  com- 
munity at  a blow,  without  foresight  or  preparation, 
of  three-fourths  of  its  circulating  medium;  to  divest 
the  country  of  that  currency  which,  however  de- 
fective. still  seems  to  give  employment  and  snbsis 
fence  to  a large  portion  of  the  laboring  classes,  and 
to  arrest  the  complex  machinery  of  society  in  the 
midst  of  its  most  rapid  movements? 

Fellow  citizens,  continued  Mr.  M.  whatever  may 
he  the  views  and  feelings  of  others,  he  was,  for  one, 
unwilling  to  resort  to  these  extremities.  Though 
he  may  feel  little  sympathy  for  them  as  mere  money 
corporations  (Tor  there  were  few  who  had  been  less 
indebted  to  them  for  past  favors,  or  would  stand 


less  embarrassed  by  their  future  operation  than  I 
himself)  he  confessed  that  he  had  sympathy  'for 
those  whose  means,  whoso  welfare,’ whose  very 
subsistence  depended  on  the  extension  of  a liberal 
spirlir  towards  these  institutions.  Audit  was  with 
feeings  which  overpowered  imagination  and  for-  i 
bad  an  attempt  at  utterance,  that  he  contemplated 
the  consequences  of  that  warfare  which  seems  to  he 
threatened  by  the  resolution  of  the  minority  of  the 
committee,  and  which,  if  pursued  to  their  apparent 
resuits,  would  shake  society  to  its  very  foundations, 
and  overwhelm  the  credit  and  prosperity  of  the 
country  in  one  common  ruin. 

Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to  explain  the  principles 
by  which  the  majority  of  the  committee* had  been 
actuated  in  the  report  which  they  had  made,  and 
the  resolutions  they  had  submitted.  They  were 
intended  to  have  a practical  bearing  upon  the  ques- 
tions depending.  To  extend  to  Abe  banks  that 
measure  of  confidence  which , was  necessary  to 
their  success,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  insist  upon 
the  faithful  performance  of  the  obligations  which 
they  owed  to  the  community;  to  check  the  infusion 
of  a spurious  paper  currency  into  that  portion  of 
the  circulation  which  bank  paper  was  never  intend- 
ed to  fill  up;  and  to  appeal  to  the  legislative  power, 
about  to  convene,  for  the  exercise  of  their  authority 
to  terminate  existence  of  any  insolvent  institution, 
protect  the  citizens  from  loss,  or  to  devise  such 
checks  as  might  guard  against  the  evils  of  a fluc- 
tuating and  vitiated  currency. 

Before  Mr.  Machen  took  his  seat,  he  informed 
the  meeting  that  all  the  committee  had  concurred  in 
the  report  which  he  had  submitted  to  the  meeting 
for  its  adoption.  The  chairman  of  the  committee, 
along  with  the  rest,  had  concurred  in  and  signed 
that  report;  and  it  was  not  until  this  afternoon,  and 
after  the  hour  at  which  the  meeting  was  called  to 
assemble,  that  Mr.  Cunningham  had  signified  his 
dissent  from  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  his  j 
determination  to  submit  a counter  report  and  cor- 
responding resolutions  for  the  adoption  of  the  meet- 
ing. 

Mr.  Cunningham  sail  that  although  it  was  true, 
as  stated  by  Mr.  Machen,  that  he  (Mr.  C.)  had 
concurred  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  yet  that 
gentleman  knew  that  he  did  not  cordially  concur  in 
it.  The  gentlemen  knew  that  he  (Mr.  C.)  was 
determined  that  the  banks  should  not,  without  some 
animadversion  from  him,  tell  us  that  we  had  acted 

j.Q?n:*rn  ntly  i n thr»  rmBhr,  <xj-.A  oGcvi-iyza  ns  wltk  un- 

sound  reasoning1. 

Mr.  Sweeny  moved  to  amend  tbs  first  resolution 
by  striking  out  the  words  “but  not  justifying,”  re- 
marking that  the  expression  was,  in  his  opinion, 
inconsistent  with  the  tenor  of  the  resolution,  and, 
if  not  inconsistent,  was  rendered  unnecessary  by  the 
latter  part  of  the  resolution,  which  sufficiently  ex- 
plained the  general  view  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smoot  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Sweeny  then  at  the  solicitation  of  several 
gentlemen  near  him;  withdrew  his  motion,  which 
was  followed  by  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Smoot’s. 

Mr.  Silas  Moore  moved  that  the  resolutions  of 
the  majority  be  laid  on  the  table;  and  the  question 
being  taken  thereupon,  it  was  declared  to  be  the 
opinion  of  the  chair,  by  the  sound  of  voices,  that 
the  motion  wie  rejected.  The  question  was  then 
taken  on  the  first  resolution  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

Resolved  1st.  That  whilst  we  can  'acquiesce  in 
(without  justifying)  a temporary  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks,  we  cannot  consent 
that  this  suspension  shall  continue  any  longer  than 
the  most  prompt,  prudent,  and  efficient  means  can 
be  taken  by  the  banks,  to  curtail  their  debts,  call 
in  their  distant  issues,  and  otherwise  prepare  foi  an 
early  restoration  of  the  currency  to  a sound  condi- 
tion. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  second  re- 
solution, which  was  as  follows: 

Resolved , 2 dhj.  That  we  call  upon  our  fallow  citi- 
zens and  the  banks  to  discredit  and  discountenance 
any  attempt  to  force  into  circulation  any  note  of  a 
denomination  less  than  five  dollars,  whether  issued 
by  corporations  or  individuals. 

Mr.  Sweeney  moved  that  the  said  second  resolu- 
tion be  laid  on  the  table,  which  motion  being  put, 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Pendleton  th/»n  moved  tint ’the  meeting  do 
now  adjourn;  which  motion  he  afterwards  with- 
drew. The  motion  was  shortly  afterwards  renewed 
by  Mr.  Tlvntt.  and  carried  by  a considerabl ' majo- 
rity. The  chairman  then  left  his  seat,  and  the 
meeting  adionrned  sine  die — all  the  other  resolutions 
of  the  committee  having  of  course  fallen  by  the  ad- 
journment. 

[We  had  honed  to  be  able  to  give  in  extenso, 
this  morning,  the  report  and  all  the  resolutions  re- 
ported by  the  committee;  but  on  applying  on  Satur- 


day to  the  secretary  of  the  meeting  for  copies,  he 
stated  that  he  had  not  had  possession  of  any  of  the 
papers  or  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  they  having 
■been  all  taken  away  by  the  chairman  of  tire  commit- 
tee. On  applying  to  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, at  the  office  of  the  Metropolitan,  he  replied 
that  he  could  not  furnish  them,  all  the  papers  having 
been  carried  by  the  editors  of  the  Metropolitan  to 
their  residence  in  Georgetown,  but  that  he  would 
endeavor  to  furnish  us  with  the  rough  draught  of  the 
resolutions  in  the  course  of  the  evening:  these, 
however,  we  were  disappointed  in  obtaining.  Ap- 
plication was  then  made  to  two  other  members  of 
the  committee,  who  furnished,  from  memory,  the 
two  resolutions  given  above,  which  was  all  they 
could -venture  to  give  from  recollection.]  [Nut.  In. 

MEETING  OF  THE  MINORITY. 

As  soon  as  the  chairman  had  dissolved  the  meet- 

i»i£f  an  l icl‘i  1,1..  del,  ^ L>  ulia  ot 

the  minority  that  those  who  remained  should  form 
themselves  into  another  meeting;  when  Josiah  Ray 
was  called  to  the  chair,  and  J.  C.  Smoot  arid  Alex. 
Dimitry  were  appointed  secretaries.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  F.  Cunningham,  it  was  also  unanimously 
agreed,  “that  this  meeting  adjourn  till  to-morrow 
evening  at  G o’clock;”  and  the  meeting  adjourned 
accordingly. 

In  the  course  of  Saturday  morning,  (it  being  too 
late  to  publish  a notice  of  the  meeting  in  the  news- 
papers, on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour),  the 
following  handbill,  issued  from  the  Metropolitan 
office,  was  posted  up  in  the  most  public  parts  of  the 
city:’ 

An  adjourned  meeting,  this  evening  at  6 o’clock, 
will  be  held  at  the  City  Hall,  in  the  court  room. 

Workingmen,  fellow  citizens,  now  is  the  only 
time  which  is  left  us  to  throw  off  the  chains  which 
at  present  bind  us  and  paralyze  our  energies.  Give 
one  hour  this  evening  to  your  public  duties,  and 
the  hated  paper  monster — “Americ in  banking  sys- 
tem”— will  receive  a fatal  blow.  To  your  posts 
then,  and  1st  it  be  know  by  your  acts  that  you  are 
also  free,  and  settle  the  fact,  that  Ihe  only  way  to 
he  honest  is  to  act  honestly;  and  teach  the  banks 
that  you  are  well  acquainted  with  those  who  have 
broken  the  laws,  but  that  you  know  how  to  protect 
and  preserve  them  in  their  purity. 

JOSIAH  RAY,  chairman. 

secretaries. 

nolice,  about  two  hundred 
persons  met,  and  held  a meeting  on  the  steps  of  the 
City  Hall,  at  which  Mr.  Josiah  Ray  acted  as  chair- 
man, and  Messrs.  J.  C.  Saioot  and  Alex.  .Dimitry 
as  secretaries.  Mr.  A.  F.  Cunningham  addressed 
the  meeting,  and  proposed  the  adoption  of  his  coun- 
ter report  and  resolutions  which  had  been  rejected 
at  the  general  meeting  of  the  day  before.  The  mo- 
tion prevailed,  nem,  con.  and  Mr.  Cunningham’s 
report  and  resolutions  were  accordingly  adopted: 
soon  after  which  the  meeting  adjourned,  and  quietly 
dispersed. 


TO  THE  GOOD  PEOPLE  OF  BALTIMORE. 

In  the  present  anomalous  and  lamentable  slate  of 
the  currency,  when  specie  is  difficult  of  procure- 
ment in  proportion  to  its  abundance  in  the  country; 
it  seems  that  among  other  vexatious  results,  post- 
masters have  been  brought  into  a degree  of  unenvi- 
able notoriety  and  consequence. 

The  public  press,  with  the  freedom  that  belongs 
to  its  office,  is  discussing  o-in  powers  under  the  law 
and  our  obligations  to  the  community  in  respect  of 
the  kind  of  money  to  be  received,  for  postapes.  In 
such  a juncture  of  trouble  and  excitement,  it  may- 
be acceptable,  if  indeed  it  be  not  expected,  that 
those  whose  duty  is  to  execute  the  law  should  make 
known  their  own  views  of  what  they  can  do  lor  the 
public  convenience,  consistently  with  their  oath 
and  their  duty.  In  doing  so,  for  one,  let  me  pre- 
mise, that  since  I have  been  old  enough  to  compre- 
hend any  thing  of  the  nature  of  oar  government  it 
has  been  with  me  an  axiom  to  r:  gard  the  law,  obe- 
dience to  and  maintenance  of  the  law,  as  the  high- 
est obligation  of  the  citizen,  an  obligation  vet  more 
i"  p rious  and  inevitable,  when  to  the  social  duty 
of  the  individual  is  superadded  the  sworn  promise  of 
the  officer. 

In  despotic  governments  where  power  is  co- 
trenched, beyond  the  reach  of  the  public  voice,  and 
where  no  such  remedy  or  safety  valve  as  the  ballot, 
box  is  provided,  to  vent  the  sense  of  wrong  and  to 
counteract  oppression,  rea!  or  imaginary,  the  case 
is  far  otherwise.  There,  when  suffering  becomes 
intolerable,  there  being  no  other  means  of  redress, 
popular  and  violent  resistance  to  the  abuse  of  irre- 
sponsible power  follows,  or  ought  to  follow,  not 
onlv  as  a natural  result,  but  as  a sacred  duty;  as 
much  so  as  the  right  of  self-defence  against  actual 
and  rude  personal  assault. 


J.  C.  Smoot,  } 
Alex.  Dim i tbv,  <> 
III  narsiianc  ■ of  this 
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bouie  there  are,  and  well  meaning  men  too,  who 
in  a moment  ot  excitement,  have  been  heard  to 
preach  the  dangerous  doctrine,  that  in  our  country 
under  certain  circumstances , it  may  be  permitted  us 
to  throw  o.f  the  restraints  of  the  law,  and  to  act  on 
our  individual  judgment  ot  right,  that  very  flagrant 
assumption  of  power  by  public  functionaries,  and 
gross  moral  obliquities  and  transgressions  by  indi- 
viduals, may  justity  popular  violence  and  summary 
punishments — there  is  unfortunately  loo  much  rea- 
son to  apprehend  that  there  is  an  increasing  prone- 
ness to  substitute  popular  and  personal  resentments 
for  constitutional  and  legal  remedies. 

in  live  governments  such  indications  are  always 
to  be  dreaded,  but  how  much  more  alarming  as 
more  ominous  ol  the  decay  of  public  morals,  will 
such  signs  become,  when  the  sworn  olticere  of  the 
law  shall  be  excused  for  its  violation?  What  igno- 
rant and  wicked  or  deluded  men  stimulated  by  pas- 
sion or  goaded  on  by  desperate  want,  rob  or  assail 

by  fraud  or  iorec,  tho  property  or  person  of  the  ci- 
tizen; society  from  a sense  ol  common  interest  and 
common  danger  with  one  voice  invokes  the  penalty 
of  tile  law  on  the  head  ol  the  culprit;  yet  how  much 
more  corrupting  to  the  public  morals,  how  much 
more  dangerous  to  liberty.  When  public  agents 
(and  tile  higher,  the  more  pernicious  the  example) 
shall  dare  assume  the  responsibility  of  saying — 
‘■Here  is  an  exigency  in  tile  condition  of  the  coun- 
try in  which  1 may  lake  upon  me  to  disregard  the 
plain  legislative  enactments;”  how  yet  more  delete- 
rious a. iu  fatal  will  such  examples  become  should 
the  press,  that  ought  to  be  the  powerful  auxiliary  ! 
of  the  law.  augment  that  iurce  by  its  open  applause,  ! 
or  by  tacit  connivance,  scarcely  less  criminal?  No,  i 
my  triends  cf  whatever  party,  let  others  do  as  they  - 
may,  but. as  good  citizens,  as  Baltimoreans  we  will 
go  according  to  law. 

As  a public  oiiicer,  I am  no  partizan,  nor  do  I 
address  you  as  such . Acting  in  the  humble  and 
subordinate  station  i have  occupied  under  five  suc- 
cessive presidents,  and  having  constantly  associated 
with  me,  many  who  derive  their  employment  by 
my  nomination  or  appointment;  i can  conscien- 
tiously say,  that  so  far  from  having  made  their 
politic. d predilection  or  opinions  tile  consideration 
or  condition  of  their  engagement,  f have  preferred 
not  to  know  them;  they  can  all  testify  that  my  con- 
stant and  only  injunction  lias  been — -'avoid  all  po- 
litical discussions  in  the  office,  shew  not  the  slight- 
est partiality  or  advantage  to  one  parity  or  indivi- 
dual over  another;  do  your  duty  with  fidelity  to  the 
country  and  the  department,  and  with  uniform  and 
courteous  attention  to  rich  and  poor,  high  and  Idw.” 
Far  from  attempting  any  influence  or  control  in 
proportion  to  the  degree  of  dependence  of  any 
honest  man  on  my  favor  for  his  bread,  have  i 
always  held  myself  bound  to  lie  cautious  and  even 
delicate  not  to  interfere  with  his  opinions;  nor  ha-; 
any  administration  or  department  ever  required  the 
exercise  of  any  influence  I might  have  in  that  way. 
Mv  opinion  lias  ever  been,  that  force  may  make 
slaves  and  sycophants,  but  never  yet  made  friends 
nor  ho  m-st  men.  Fidris  siudenda  non  i.nprra.nda. 

if  is  not  then  as  a partizan,  but  as  a su.bcrdiuat 
agent  to  execute  laws  that  concern  the  whole  com- 
munity, that  I would  offer  my  humble  exhortations, 
wherever  they  may  bn  considered  as  entitled  lo  re- 
spect, that  no  countenance  be  given  io  anv  v >la- 
t;  • i of  the  constitution  or  the  laws,  and  more  espe- 
cially to  bold  such  violations  inexcusable  in  anv 
■:\-cu!or  ot'  a public  trust.  If  laws  fairly  enacted 
h.  .•■>*  onerous  from  any  mischievous  principles 
in  t'i-.-ir  nature,  or  under  a t it  - of  things  not  anti- 
c guild,  let  reliance  be  had  on  the  regular  constitu- 
te mal  securities  and  forms'  of'  legis.lation  for  their 
quiet  and  orderly  modification  or  repeal. 

In  regard  to  the  payment  of  postage  in  specie  or 
notes  equivalent  to  specie,  required  by  express 
provisions  of  the  l;r-v  arid  our  standing  instructions, 
it  may  be  admitted  under  the  existing  derange- 
ments of  tile  currency  to  be  vexatious  and  expen- 
sive lo  the  amount  of  the  ditil  rence  between  hank 
notes  and  specie,  but  is  it  therefore  impossible? — 
Between  postages  and  custom  house  bonds , there  is  a 
marked  difference  in  the  practical  operation,  if  not 
in  the  principles  of  the  cases.  The  bonds  are  ge- 
j!  -rally  lor  large  sums,  postages  for  very  small  ones. 
The  bonds  were  given  when  credit  was  authorised 
by  law,  and  specie  paying  notes  r>ceivoblo  arid  at 

n postage- has  ever  been  deraandiible,  and  post- 
masters have  always  been  warned  to  demand  it.  on 
delivry  of  the  letter,  in  specie  or  its  equivalent 
and  < xpresslv  admonished  that  no  allowance  would 
be  made  lor  loss  s by  bad  d-  bts,  robbery,  fire  or 
den  re  c i at  ed  e 11  rrency . 

If  is  under  knowl  -dge  by  repeat  d odv-i f!""mm-t 
of  these  laws  and  re  Vrncfions  that -d!  e core 


that  may  be  turned  into  specie  without  loss. — 
Tiicre  is  no  surprise  in  the  case,  for  it  ties  its  in- 
ception under  tiie  state  of  things  at  the  time,  and  it 
is  the  province  of  the  national  legislature  to  make 
such  provisions  for  any  incidental  inconvenience  as 
may  be  deemed  expedient.  In  giving  credit,  it 
may  be  said  that  we  disregard  the  warning  ol  the  de- 
partment and  the  provisions  ol  the  law,  but  that  is 
done  at  our  individual  risk,  and  we  must  yet  he 
pr.  pared  w ith  our  pay  metits  in  specie;  and  lor  one, 
i have  nut  the  least  tear,  that  any  iair  minded  man 


congress,  have  been  great,  without  the  means  of 
meeting  them,  and  rendering  that  aid  which  was  in 
every  w ay  so  desirable.  The  several  acts  provid- 
ing lor  tiie  issues  ol  land  scrip  to  the  agents  speci- 
fied, have  been  complied  with,  and  I regret  to  say, 
that  comparatively  none  of  tiie  responsibilities  in- 
curred by-  the  laws,  have  been  met  jy  those  agents 
to  whom  tire  scrip  was  issued.  A compliance  with 
the  conditions  of  the  law,  placed  the  agents  beyond 
the  control  of  the  executn  e,  and  left  ii  w itlmiit  re- 
sources. so  far  as  tire  supplies  of  flic  army  and  navy 


will  take  advantage  oi  tiie  credit,  which  in  a spirit  i were  dependent  upon  tire  means  placed  in  their 
of  accommodation  is  given  tor  his  convenience,  to  hands.  Repeated  calls  have  been  made  upon  them 
iorce  on  the  acceptance  of  postmasters,  money  to  rend  r their  accounts  current  io  the  proper  de- 
whicli  will  not  avail  them  in  their  payments  to  the  parlment,  but  no  response  lias  been  given  or  reason 
depai  tment,  and  which  tiie  party  could  not  have  rendered,  for  protesting  the  drafts  w Inch  have  been 
paid,  had  tiie  postage  been  demanded  at  the  time  of  drawn  upon  them.  This  state  of  ahairs  being  pre- 
the  delivery  of  iiis  letters.  At  the  window,  it  is  j sented,  the  executive  resorted  to  the  only  allerna- 
acicnovvledgi-d  with  pleasure,  no  difficulty  has  been  | tive  left,  and  directed  that  r.o  further  sales  of  scrip 
experienced  at  this  office,  and  I am  free  to  confi  ss  j should  take  place  by  them;  but,  that  the  means  re- 


that  I have  with  some  feelings  of  local  pride  ex- 
pressed the  persuasion  t hat  the  citizens  ol  Balti- 
more will  enable  me  to  comply'  as  I have  heretofore 
done  with  ail  my'  oliiciai  obligations,  untii  such  re- 
lief can  be  legitimately  obtained  as  may  be  thought 
practicable  and  necessary.  If  more  has  been  said 
than  the  occasion  may  seem  lo  have  called  for,  it 
has  b -on  in  no  vain  spirit  of  iutrusiveness  or  con- 
temptible pride  oi'  a little  “brief  authority,”  but  in 
an  unarfected  desire  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  un- 
necessary rigor,  and  because  I have  seen  with 
poignant  regret,  forcible  resistance  to  the  plain  ex- 
actions of  the  law,  openly  threatened  in  a quarter 
with  which  are  associated  our  earliest  and  proudest 
recoil  -el inns  oi'  American  patriotism  and  sacrifices 
for  the  liberty  of  self-government — where  the  stand- 


maining  in  their  hands,  should  be  immediately- 
passed  ovei  to  the  special  agent  of  the  government, 
and  that  they  should  render  their  accounts  accord- 
ingly. To  ibis  subject  tiie  early  attention  of  con- 
gress is  earnestly  requested. 

The  commissioners  sent  to  the  United  States,  for 
tiie  purpose  ol  negotiating  a loan  oi'  five  millions, 
have  constantly  reported  so  unfavorably  of  tiie  mo- 
ney market,  that  it  was  not  deemed  necessary  to 
issue  the  bonds  until  recently.  One  of  the  gentle- 
men indicating  a w isli  to  retire  after  having  been 
much  delayed  on  his  journey  by  ill  health,  and  the 
other  giving  us  no  hope  of  being  able  to  effect  any 
thing  by  present  exertions,  it  was  thought  proper 
to  permit  them  bulb  to  return,  and  others  I vo 
been  appointed  and  proceeded  to  the  United  States, 


ard  of  resistance  was  first  raised,  be  it  admitted  I with  a part  oi’  the  bonds,  and  with  confident  hopes 
against  the  execution  of  law,  but  that  law  was  not  of  success. 


one  of  their  own  enactment,  but  of  a far  distant  ir- 
responsible, and  arbitrary  government.  In  that 
case  the  exception  proves  the  rule,  and  the  end  jus- 
tified the  means,  for  no  other  means  remained  — but 
when  forcible  resistance  to  the  laws  shall  come  to 
be  justified  or  tolerated  in  this  land  of  universal 
suffrage  and  frequent  elections,  infidels  in  the  prac- 
ticability of  free  government  will  have  witnessed 
the  consummation  of  their  theory,  and  the  prayer 
for  the  deliverance  of  the  people  from  “their  own 
worst  en-unies  themselves,”  will  cease  to  be  scout- 
ed as  an  odious  political  heresy. 

" J.  S.  SKINNER. 


MESSAGE  OF  PRESIDENT  HOUSTON. 
Gentlemen  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives: 
With  peculiar  pleasure  I greet  your  return  to  the 
capitol.  At  th  - adjournment  of  the  last  session, 
the  country  was  under  the  appre  hension  of  an  inva 
sion  from  our  enemy,  which  cre  ated  much  solici- 
tude, and  had  an  in  kind  influence  on  our  foreign 
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The  pi'ii  of  legislating  for  present  emergencies, 
without  reference  to  a general  and  permanent  sys- 
tem, will  render  a government  less  stable  in  its  in- 
stilulions.  and  Dss  prosperous  iri  its  progress  than 
it  must  be  where  a proper  foundation  is  laid,  arid  a 
corresponding  fabric  is  erected  on  its  basis.  Di- 
versified interests  must  exist  in  every  community, 
and  that  system  which  is  b«st  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  general  interest,  is  the  one  which  should 
be  adopted  and  adhered  to  with  fidelity.  The  re- 
presentatives of  the  sovereign  people  by  a calm  and 
deliberate  discussion  of  the  various  interests  of  ihe 
different  sections  of  our  country,  w ill  be  enabled  to 
arrive  at  such  conclusions,  as  will  induce  them  tn 
adopt  a course,  which  must  be  in  its  effects,  both 
salutary  and  pleasing  to  ever)'  true  patriot. 

The  views  which  must  actuate  every  friend  of 
the  country,  wijl  be  the  advancement  of  its  glorv 
and  the  happiness  of  its  citizens.  The  present 
nfospects  of  crops  in  our  country  is  a subject  of 
sine  re  gratulation,  and  while  it  reflects  lustre  on 
the  industry  and  enterprise  of  our  citizens,  it  should 
in-mire  ns  with  vem  ra'ion  and  gratitude  to  a Di- 
v Prnvid "nee,  for  this  manifestation  of  his  con- 
hub' d favor. 

^ o'  • !l  e various  subb-c's  of  d >ep  and  vital  'n- 
fere  ■ -in  ’ oi  <’•  unices.  T:  e 


The  public  domain  of  the  country  being  the  foun- 
dation of  its  finances,  will  demand  the  most  serious 
and  enlightened  judgment  of  congress,  and  from  its 
importance,  urge  the  necessity  of  adopting  some 
secure  system  for  the  future  government  of  that 
branch  of  our  resources,  and  for  the  regulation  of 
the  rights  which  have  been  acquired  under  former 
laws  in  relation  to  if.  Tile  views  of  the  executive 
having  been  given  during  the  iast  session  of  con- 
gress in  relalion  to  (he  land  bill,  submitted  for  ap- 
proval, have  undergone  no  change,  but  time  has 
onlv  given  to  them  additional  weight.  By  reference 
to  the  lull,  it  must  he  manifest  lo  all,  that  it  is  not 
adapted  to  our  situation,  and  should  it  be  permitted 
to  go  into  effect,  the  public  interests  must  suffer 
injury,  and  tiie  public  faith,  so  far  as  it  is  concern- 
ed, in  the  redemption  of  pledges  based  on  her  pub- 
lic domain,  must  also  suffer  serious  prejudices.  I 
would  recommend  that  some  plan  Le  devised  that 
will  ascertain  all  (be  located  lands  of  the  country; 
this  being  done,  the  vacant  lands  will  be  readily 
indicated,  and  prevent  the  1'uiu re  conflict  of  titles, 
'unless  some  precaution  of  this  character  is  adopted, 
endless  litigation  must  be  the  consequence. 

The  subject  of  the  undefined  limits  on  our  north 
eastern  frontier,  between  tiie  United  States  and  this 
republic,  will  require  the  action  of  congress.  The' 
boundaries  have  been  so  well  described  by  the 
treaty  of  181!),  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States,  that  little  difficulty  is' apprehended  in  defin- 
ing and  establishing  our  just  line,  and  obviating  ail 
trifling  difficulties  which  may  have  at. any  time  ex- 
isted, through1  a want  of  proper  consideration.— 
Prm.  ision  for  the  appointment  of  a commissioner  to 
meet  one  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  is  desira 
hie.  Connected  with  the  subject  oi'  boundary  is 
that  of  tiie  Caddo  Indians,  inhabiting  a porfion  of 
our  north  eastern  frontier.  By  a treaty  recently 
held  with  that  tribe,  they  have  ceded  certain  lands 
to  the  United  Stairs,  and  have  show  n a disposition 
to  amalgamate  wilh  the  wild  Indians  within  our 
unquestionable  boundary,  while  late  advices  have 
assured  me  that  the  United  Stales  agent  of  the  tribe 
has  issued  to  the  warriors  rifles  and  ammunition. 
The  condition  and  disposition  of  these  Indians  as 
well  as  their  thefts  and  murders  on  our  borders, 
have  been  subjects  on  w hich  our  ministers  at  Wash- 
ington city,  have  been  advised  and  instructed  to 
make  immediate  and  urgent'  remonstrances  to  that 
government,  and  I am  well  assured  from  the  cha- 
racter of  the  gentlemen,  that  they  have  not  been 
wanting  to  their  duty  in  Ibis  respect.  The  princi- 
pal aggressions  on  our  frontiers  have  either  been 
instigated  or  perpetrated  by  the  Oaddos.  It  would 
he  painful  to  suppose,  under  the  circumstances, 
that  the  United  States  agent  in  furnishing  them  the 
means  of  further  ininvy  to  the  exposed  frontier  in- 
habitants of  our  country,  had  acted  under  the  orders 
of  his  government.  It  is  du°  to  bis  government  to 
s’lj  pose'  tlu.t  he  has  proceeded  unadvisedly,  and 
Rat  the  stipulations  of  'be  treaty  ro  rinded  be- 
tw-  n e TTii  1 e ‘ ‘ vice  in  -*■  r.r  ' ! 


demands  o;.  our  treasury  s.ncc  the  adjournment  ol | will  be  rigidly  adhered  to  so  far  as  they  appertain 
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®UwfS  tt»  ito  u«fdii  %aS  ■■gmetitwtetA  tfeee  ateusawdl 
wwmiiaes,  W.-ilii  staiumi,  so  ;mm  as  it  wesM  sowaAe 
ittoxas.  <C!lteu;.im'ra.ry  ttijpwn  s»di»  la  to® 

ipwat'jit  -x%k  sMRHft’te  an  msxtSt  to a 
iiafefktofejii  iirjsin  'fete  'baiuite  anil  iiatekasJaii&Mgs 
tiijuBe  tAiin  UMta*  .caugist  it©  ^StSSHSoSn  fee  waxwii,  febat 
wear  is  C!tiru-;.M>t«  ®HHHgjh  vaafeteat  <&e  ®»Sts  «f 
itzuaclvery  msifi  *ws*acwi,  teadh  ateveto  afifce  ite  &- 
araiba  :»«3  .fete  wanriar  it®  'omstiily  and  <toi8h_  Ass  r- 
amras.®*  j^ndiaAi  tt®  ifb®  fg«waas«H»»ft, febafe  oliasiffi 
:tfeifiiiis  r^jiUiifc  Itewj  ihteelty  'teen  imafte  fwsaawis  Sjy 
itteC&teiVw„iiS'.'.irfe!iai  .?-cs%)S  ftdow# ««  aaa- 

iiswitte  tev<e  item  .sean  iin  iiiair  jaafiaa.  S[(  its  wife- 
iin  ie'te  'ipro.'.ihics  sat  fetes  .gws’jtr.itEat'iife  “«>  idsq.51a.11e  mta> 
fete  tculls:.  ;c  \wiairili  ilate  :f?.iaa£hi®e2  Sbe&fc  ibSbeSks^ 
saiiH  in®  wisjJintase  am  any  fesrt  aftaffl  Ixe '(Gssaifeg  its 
jfiirewajJt  feteir  uecBaiamrecffi.  1 fell  feteiy  aassaiffi  feat 
fehe  pfifcjr  dl'  fesi’fS  igo'.vHritiaiaife  as  (te  ymem  a jusit 
lanil  Iiiteral  *owrre  S®.«ianfts  erar  iaiHiaia  .neisjV'bas; 
:anil  tto>  jfnasrastt  dS!  •moeKuihaarais  «gc*=m  .SksIt  s%jMs.. 

r31he  iniay  seif  SUucas  Sha®  muter  teea  sa  a «®r»  ik- 
woreiUSe  c-etiiSiiS®;!  feten  :3l  ;p«ew«it  Tte  fieoasaaasjt 
'initae  iin  fete  feM  its  snJrisriietsl  fe«  itasatfe  :b33  tSie  .emer- 
^SBftdirs  .of  'isnuisian,,  suiliib;  te  fete  .stete#  nuei-isiE  fete 
(idferffis  dt'  febse  tf  tiiuffeiw’  scan  te  itaeagSisSt  isasar- 
ijbtrtc  te&wt  .it!  feinife  .eRSitt. 

5 .fel  asawjs)«l  :feaJ  sasysteBa  ®ff tMsnffixp.  i^bsifeli- 


:anil  .pdEtce  to!h«t»  estaMtsteil  m fete  aoauj, 
w-feitioSi  wri&scfe  tmteili  caiejOt  man  fits  sens  rail*  «fl 


iitews  *n®  ilass  iiwmar  Items  ate  injaMies*  ffiaa®  ft® 

i*)ur  couutst-  litey  !hasy  asswgr 

itktRs  iawft  \w-itbib  fete  ’last  ssaso®,  wh&A 

it  ants  fen^issitlvis  Sw  Site  to  m&ft, 

iWffiiftg  to  «K«m'S  slimaail?/  sltateA,  l aaa  f*m&  to 

aajr  fttet  swfter  Stas  Iteati  is-.taiteaaaete  fete  spirits 

«tt'  (Stags  aasa  fet  dtel  to  88*f*9y  ltears  vat  -*aa&  m to 
fflstfl  wssibswess,,  iteit  bave  &&•  barns 
m>  »wtt  J®»»®twa0  'by  ttlte  feat  ifeey  way, 

«V»  .teft^g,  unseft  *n  *mwy  ©ftfwse^  to  itemaan  rights,, 
iltegr  «wb  evJiBss  to  fete  »wM  that  Shey  mt 
fete  iftssneiatlatxte  «f  if#®P#ue®„  ate  ififeatt  ititey  are  m- 
I feel  ijestesewe  to  mMMmsmag  SStesr 
stsiMsfew  to  toe  ’ omMeixBm  «f  ewstgyssK,  atte 
rteHfet  feafe  'ea-eiy  jpo^iilfele  ml  wsy  te  ww«S«s<J  to 
toaisr  coiorikife,  sSfeS®5vry  »<i  0mp.  At  toe  mwe 
t feS  atssarte  ilifeset  tttey  w5»  »«t  disregard  tfe? 
fcstory  efmrtfoMm,  ms  **eprt8«t  tnuto  w»J 
meet  amps  ffiteSr  sSsew-sttos,  toes  tones  «•&»  sm~ 
fendl  tor'lUteriT  mmt  te  $#*>&&*&  to  tmtiam  ft***- 
fetoiis,  Ute  gfory  of  toe  solter  is  ahrays  prefer- 
fei^te  to  itte  "4if  ifibftfy  ate  danger  of  ibis  schisf^ 
stento,  Jtte  g&Smtkm  $f  fee  »f  at  tos  adjjfc- 
W®A  «(f  'toe  Hast  ®f  emgress  »a»  far  fism 
»fe«t  «'«?  to  toe  s-oaiet/yj  .^»es  1km  an 

:dss»fe9#®  teas  tetea  ffeee,  ate  i»»to  ertest  fo 
to  toe  o*oetsi  ate  s&Mm  ter  tteir  retey  ©fee* 
to  toe  iwsus  Site  regitelioss  vrificb  1ms  teesu 
etmtoi  'ter  to«5r  gwmimmt.  By  toe  rsSmtUm  of 
fete  ssteter  of  ®*psmmemf  s&esfs  He  sxjmm 
&mv  to  tks  smmtH  si 

fig?  jtas..  ■'fite  iemk&ts  »tm$er  si'  emeet*  are 
itoftv  ;i«  «®immrate,ste  toe  prfssfctetos  rompteto, 
Tte  irmffisfcvw  of  oar  mvy  mmi  fee  s esfeM 
sfmte*®  tmMmiim,  Wks»  toe  eesettortiesa} 
mwersmst  a®wm4  ito  famtims,  toe  &m*4  vm* 
#te  iwUmW,  w*r»  h toe  port  ef 
s?>w-  Yflrifj,  ste  *e«te»te  ihm  **.u?5l  a few  «4s 
past,  wtws  itey  ee#>!M»e4,  M witoswt  eitoee  crews 
V iijroyiisjo.ws  tor  » erflisy, 

■ffee  Ite(W»#J3<--«  fesftof  f'«t  wore  to*9  tw® 
Ave«i:s'  proyisiotts,  was  tofeejj  to  Wew  Ortoa«.s  some 

^erstos  i^Bce,  wfom  toe  fees  feeew  #toiee4»  ete  fees 

not  yi<4  tee ')  Semite  to  tfe»«  gsy«rto»S«t  for  ssr. 


At  ,a»  yariy  feya  enm^ejHIel  officer  was  der 


to  toe  iWfg4  States,  for  tfee  purpose  of 
' ' 'ser  s»to  ysssels  es  wwfel  sftefel#  »s  to  keep 


fte  eommnA  si  tfee  Q«lf  from  mr  mmf 


fir  feas  repsrtte  to  toe  proper  rlepertmept,.  P9- 
-yjy.-cite  wife  pne  of  more  ns. 


feys'mrjyeJ  Is  My  ......  - , 

yespeis.  ip  prepemtJOfl  to  defend  opr  commerce, 

ste  «.ake  reprisals  m toe  vmuy, 


wasiasitt  feas  subetH  to  seme  extent,  m«t 
*-s!W»jl  jrawton  of  supplies  tor  tfee  *my  has  town 
mi  talks'®  into  MoxieruS  pom.  I take 
tei-u'S  to  jesJit  Sfee  «cri<sus  nitontion  of  congress  to 
(fee  ••ostabto^SKettl  of  a naval  at  soaie  point  oo 
■t  coast,  astaidb  w®  ted  greatSy  to  our  tfeciencj 
at  •«*«,  «tel  at  tie  ssasee  time  duRt&h  oar  expenses. 

Hr  SMspeftsto*  of  basmess  attendant  oa  the  re- 
«r«l  of  Jiie  f#Mic  arduH»  and  locnments,  with, 
after  reason^,  has  resdcnsl  it  JjapossibSe  to  lay 


fintmcaSs  of.lhe^occrififfint;  showii-ig  their  condi- 
■iic ::.;  feat  so  sown  as  jjcracfeiicaiiie,  -and  d!  an  early  day, 
tfeey  mi!!5  be  sartonitted,  ■ate  all  important  iaSorina- 
S3.p«  refewed  1©  cow-grcss. 

Kot  «MO«nwelte  with  the  naval  farce  of  (he  conn- 
try,  as  fete  sat^et  of  £be  African  slave  trade,  l! 
earn  not  b*  afe&lierte  that  thousand  of  Africans 
tsai.  e lately  been  ianported  to  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
wi  to  a design  to  teasfer  a large  portion  of  them  into 
ffiaas  Wfawp-.  » oadsoSy  ate  ctbsI  traffic,  has 
catted  doura  tte  rrpnsfasii®®  of  the  hamane  and  jasl, 
rf  su!i  «iviSia»«l  tilisM.  Oar  tewicsce  to  it,  is 
dearly-  e stressed  5m  oar  constitution  and  laws. 
JSTor  .bas  it  restte  stone  npea  the  deciaxation  of  our 
policy  bat  has  tea®  a»e®  been  a sGbjjectof  npw*#- 
Sa&at  to  fee  ^oweraaneRt  of  tbe  United  Stales,  onr 
antestoni  apprislsig  It  of  every  fact  mhich  would 
eawbfe  it  to  devise  such  mas,  *s  would  prevent 
estorr  the  tate&^g  aar  intrododtioa  of  Africans  into 
«ur  fcSJMiihr: 

T.te  .ma'vai!  force  of  Texas,  not  being;  in  a situation 
it©  fe  jfiawrite  Som  narimtente  .defence,  will  be 
a siK&cfeint  wasosn  why  the  gaimnest  of  (be 
UaniW,  States  and  England,  sMd  employ  sssch  a 
jwrSma  oil  tforir  face  In  the  Galt,  as  will  at  once 
.sairtet  fete  recurs.  iJ  trade  and  Redeem  this  republic 
tanas,  (the  .snaspactost  of  onsivaacc,.  which  would  be- 
sts tefesiiKK'.titeci'  to  ife®  character,  as  the  practice  is 
reposguasR  I*  She  fedis^»  of  & citizens.  Should 
toe  tateEe  ©owliaoe.  toe  ofina  raaort  rest  upon  us, 
bolt  w®  awstein  a tW  npoa  the  cscutcferon  of  na- 
ismss  wfc®  few®  power,  a»d  vriJMsoW  Jkir  band 
feoan  the  wesb  of  baimandly. 

it  ®3il  he  proper  to  remairb  that  osar  attitude  in  re- 
fetoain  to  toe  subject  of  annexation  to  file  U.  S.  of 
Aaoeiftca,  has  ntem^tne  no  important  change  since 
toe  m^KHtraiBC«t  of  toe  last  sessioa  of  congress. 
Oar  sarifiirtea*  at  Wiatoiwgtoa  city  care  to  the  sub- 
■ jwet  ©fowraafiona!  eeacenss,  Ifecir  able,  zcaloissand 
1 isiMl(5rifflgafetej3Sj©n,a«d  tnneb  credit  Isdae  to  them  for 
toe  cbsuacter  which  they  sustained  in  adroeating 
ffiSirsBitoiresIs  at  a foreign  conrt.  The  period  at  which 
feflive  ooBgKess  of  to?  United  States  was  compelled  to 
tejfeaom.  pmmN  any  action  of  that  government 

•tali re  to  asnexatom.  It  will,  it  is  bopfd,  be  re- 
frirte  to  She  action  of  toe  next  session,  and  receive 
tie  early  detenninalion. 

In  tifes  mat®®  time  it  will  be  proper  for  Texas  to 
fWBsne  a course  of  policy  which  will  he  .beneficial 
to  her  in  a character  substantive,  am!  to  secure  her 
existence  and  ter  rights,  without  reference  to  con- 
tittgpmks,  For  it  is  not  possible  to  determine 
stoat  are  to  fee  her  future  relations  to  the  civilized 
nations  of  toe  globe.  Blessed  with  a .soil  the  most 
fertile,  and  climate  the  most  delightful  and  salu- 
brious, Texas  must  attract  the  attention  of  the 
whole  commercial  and  manufacturing  nations  of  the 
world, 

tier  cotton,  sugar,  indigo,  wine®,  -peltries,  live 
stock  ate  toe  precious  minerals  will  all  become  ob- 
jects of  mercantile  enterprise  and  activity. 

War  can  we  Jose  sight  of  the  important  produc- 
tion of  tfee  live  oak.  It  is  b»t  reasonable  to  say 
that  tesr-fiftos  of  all  that  specie*  of  timber,  now  in 
toe  world,  b.ts  fe»  found  growing  in  Texas,  while 
many  million*  worth  of  it  h daily  decaying  on  onr 
cultivated  fields, 

Toertabitefe  such  intercourse  with  nations  friend- 
jy  to  m,  as  will  induce  thejn  to  seek  mir  market 
with  their  maunfactures  and  commodities,  and  re- 
ceive from  ».?  in  exchafige  onr  productions,  will  be- 
come mr  most  imperative  duty. 

Texas  with  feet  superior  natural  advantage*  must 
feeeome  a point  of  attraction,  and  the  policy  off*. 
isfeMsfeing  with  iter  toe  earliest  relalion*  of  friend- 
sfeio  and  mtmme  will  not  escape  the  eye  ef 
.sfalcsmen, 

England  has  not  disregarded  our  situation  tint© 
far,  nor  can  we  believe  'from  th.«  indie/ifions  al- 
ready manifested  by  her,-  tost  aim  is  to  repaid  e«r 
prosperity  with  nnKlml  fselinp  of  auspicion  or  in- 
Hjifrrenee, 

Should  onr  pepurces  be  regulated  by  a wise  and 
politic  .system  of  tegietefiou,  we  must  remain  an 

independent  and  feec'ome  a proepei^ne  peep!?- 
Q\} r relations  to  fefexieo  since  tim  last  session  ef 
fongteirs,  have  iindergene  no  important  change, 
no?  )>aye  overtures  been  made  fey  either  nation, 
Texas?  confident  that  aha  can  sustain  toe  rights 
fey  which  she  has  contended,  is  not  willing  te  in- 


voke toe  meditation  of  other  powers;  while  Mexico, 
blind  to  her  interest  and  her  luture  c xistr  r.ce.  etc  u,s 
delte'uusrd  on  protracting  the  war.  will  cut  resold 
to  her  internal  Cnu, motions.  Bcvolulion  is  slali-r- 
i«g  abroad  throughout  her  land,  v file  -he  is  unable 
to  feei'end  her  iroaticr  against  the  inc  ursiens  of  the 
bands  of  predatory  Indians  cn  the  iK.ntier  of  the 
Rio  Grande  from  Santa  Fe'to  Matsmoies.  Early 
in  last  winter  a correspondence  was  opened  by  (he 
secretary  of  slate  with  the  Mexican  consul  at  Tuw 
Grleans,  containing  propositions  to  exchange  pri- 
soners, so  far  as  the  number  of  Texi&ns  would  f x- 
Tend,  end  then  to  release  the  excess  of  Mexican 
prisoner?  on  parole. 

Notwithstanding  ihe  humanity  and  liberality  of 
this  ct-er,  it  has  met  no  official  response  from  that 
government.  It  seemed  io  me,  that  it  would  be  in 
accordance  with  civilization  cf  toe  age,  to  release 
all  the  prisoners,  arid  to  permit  them  to  leave  onr 
shores  so  seen  as  they  can  do  so.  In  the  meantime  I 
have  learned  that  our  citizens,  as  well  as  the  pri- 
srmers,  at  Mat  am  eras,  (amounting  to  thirteen  in 
number),  have  been  liberated.  It  is  impossible  for 
me  Jo  account  for  !be  apathy  with  which  Mexico 
treated  the  subject,  and  her  willingness  to  permit  a 
portion  of  the  bravest  troops  of  the  nation  to  remain 
prisoners  in  rxi]?,  when  a just  policy  would  at 
o:tee  have  restored  them  to  their  country  ai.d  their 
homes. 

Couetpss  will  no  doubt  find  it  necessary  to  re  vise 
to?  laws  of  tbe  republic,  and  direct  that  a digest  be 
made  of  those  of  Coahuala  add  Texas  so  far  as  they 
may  be  useful  to  the  establishment  cl  rights  acquir- 
ed under  thorn. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  adoption  of  the  common 
law  of  England,  with  modifications  adapted  to  our 
situation,  is  required  by  the  provisions  of  toe  con- 
stitutions. 

Nothing  can  conduce  EGre  to  the  order  and  sta- 
bility of  a government  than  the  simplicity  of  laws 
the  proper  definition  of  rights,  and  their  impartial 
acn  consistent  administration. 

I will  not  close  this  comir.nnicafion  to  your  hon- 
orable hotly,  without  presenting  to  your  considera- 
tion, the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
who  acquired,  as  they  conceived,  bona  fide  titles  (o 
lands  in  Texas. 

1}  Is  due  to  marry  of  these  individuals,  to  srgges 
that  their  gec-rons  and  manly  eflcrts  in  behalf  o. 
our  cause,  will  entitle  them  to  the  most  favorable 
decisions  o!  congress. 

Their  means  have  aided  us  in  the  darkest  hours 
of  pnr  probation,  and  recently  have  aided  in  dispel- 
ling our  embarrassments.  Such  men  deserve  the 
gratitude,  ss  well  as  the  justice  of  our  country. 

While  reflecting  upon  the  dispensations  of  an 
Almighty  Being,  who  has  conducted  our  country 
through  scenes  of  unparalleled  privation,  massacre 
and  siittering,  it  is  but  gratilude  and  sensibility,  to  j 
render  to  him  our  most  devout  thanks,  and  invoke 
his  kind  benignity  and  future  providence,  that  he 
will  preserve  and  govern  us  as  a chosen  people, 

SAM.  HOUSTON. 

Houston,  May  5,  3S37. 
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X.ETTEE  I'aoal  SILAS  WEIGHT,  JI5.  ESQ. 

Burlington,  Vt.  Jpril  21,  18 37. 

Sir:  At  a meeting  of  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration, holden  at  the  American  hotel,  this  day,  the 
undersigned  were  appointed  a committee  to  address 
you  and  solicit  your  acceptance  ofa  r t.'ei.ic  dinner, 
at  such  time,  during  your  stay  here,  as  may  suit 
your  convenience. 

it  will  he  gratifying  to  your  fellow  citizens  to 


have  an  opportunity  finis  presented  of  tendering  to 
yon  their  respects,  as  well  as  of  manifesting  tiici 


high  approbation  of  your  distinguished  services  in 
the  councils  of  the  nation,  during  a period  of  un- 
jWlkletf  excitement,  ami  of  deep  interest  to  Use 
American  people. 

And  although  in  this  visit  to  our  state,  you  find 
a majority  of  her  population  opposed  to  the  general 
government,  Vve  assttre  you,  sir.  that  within  her 
borders  are  to  be  found  many  of  its  firmest  friends, 
end  that  we  look  font  aid  to ’the  period  when  a ma- 
jority of  her -freeman  will  unite  in  support  of  those 
great  principles  which  have  been  so  ally  advocated 


by  you rsei!  and  your  associates  in  the  legislature  of 
the  union, 


We  erg,  sir,  very  respectful!}’,  your  obedient  scr- 

vwits. 

Earn  Meerl,  Samvel  Wichoh , 

Nahum  S'nnc,  figjr  Collin, 

Win-.  Noble,  Henry  Eottrdnm, . 

Thpt , 01 0 n<  herjai r? , 

Ilep.  S?f,A§  Wright,  Jfi, 


Evrlitiglon,  Vt,  tfirrril,  1637. 
******  Yen  refer,  gentlemen,  to  the 

political  cenditieii  ef  yeuf  state,  asu  to  toe  fact. 
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that  a majority  of  the  citizens  are  opposed  to  the 
existing  administration  of  the  general  government. 
That  such  was  the  l'act,  had  not  escaped  my  obser- 
vation, nor  had  I remarked  the  political  opposition 
of  Vermont  to  the  administration  of  general  Jack- 
sou,  during  his  whole  term  of  eight  years,  without 
the  deepest  regret.  I have  not  yet  learned  to  forget 
my  attachment  to  the  state,  nor  can  I do  so,  until  I 
forget  that  the  whole  of  my  early  life  was  spent  in  it, 
and  that  it  yet  continues  to  be  the  residence  of  my 
venerated  parents,  and,  with  the  exception  of  my- 
self, of  every  member  of  a numerous  family  of 
brothers  and  sisters.  These  lies  have  brought  me 
often  to  visit  the  state  and  to  continue  a personal 
acquaintance  with  many  of  its  citizens.  My  own 
residence  was  transferred  from  it  to  New  York,  in 
the  year  1315,  the  first  year  after  the  close  of  our 
late  war  with  Great  Britain.  V rmoat  was  then 
overwhelmingly  democratic.  During  the  period 
of  that  war,  her  two  great  political  parties  were 
most  erpi  illy  balanced,  and  tiie  change  of  the  state 
administration  from  the  one  to  the  other  was  almost 
annual  from  the  commencement  to  the  close  of  file 
disturbances  which  gave  rise  to  the  war,  and  at- 
tended its  history.  Its  closing  scenes  however, 
and  esp  ■daily  the  battle  of  Plattsburgh,  in  which 
so  rnriy  of  its  citizens  voluntarily  participated, 
together  with  the  successful  and  triumphant  result 
of  the  naval  action  on  Like  Champlain,  seemed  to 
produce  almost  one  general  feeling  throughout  the 
state,  and  to  terminate,  for  a period,  Ihe  politica. 
strifes  a. n oag  its  citizens.  These  strifes  were  not 
renewed  with  reference  to  general  national  ques- 
ti  >is  u ltd  toe  presi  le.itial  electon  of  1323-1,  and 
then,  sue  l was  the  state  of  the  contest,  and  so  great 
tiie  number  ami  various  the  locations  of  the  ca.ntii- 
d itas,  th  it  tiie  course  of  Vermont  was  rather  natural 
than  surprising,  although  when  the  political  pre- 
do  ninated  over  the  local  interests  which  had  been 
awakened,  tiie  great  majority  of  the  democratic 
states  manifested  a di. threat  p .Terence. 

bubs  ■ pi.ently  to  that  contest,  however,  and  alter 
the  course  and  measures  of  the  adar  iriist  ration  then 
bio  i gift  into  power  were  developed,  a very  general 
smdi  nout  of  .iissitisfaction  begin  to  be  evinced  by 
the  d_\n  icracy  of  the  whole  country.  Parties  were 
array ed  with  reference  to  two  candidates  only  for 
the  presidency,  and  general  Jackson  was  preferred 
by  Ilia  great  mass  of  those  citizens  who  had  ap- 
proved of  and  supported  the  former  republican  ad- 
ministrations, and  especially  that  of  Mr.  Madison 
and  the  war  of  1312.  The  course  of  Vermont  was 
t ie  i rog  irded  with  the  deepest  anxi  dy  by  all,  and 
by  none  more  than  those  who  had  bean  residents  of 
the  state  a:ul  associ  ited  with  her  democracy  during 
the  perilous  and  trying  periods  from  1303  lo  1315. 
Sue  took  the  side  of  Mr.  Adams  against  general 
J ickson,  but  many  of  her  former  citizens  who  knew 
person  illy  the  democratic  character  and  feeling  of  a 
large  majority  of  her  citizens  at  the  close  of  the 
wi.r,  b dioved  that  local  feeling  and  sectional  pre- 
judices had  been  sintered  to  influence  her  vote,  and 
that  when  the  administration  of  general  Jackson 
should  commence,  and  Ihe  republican  character  of  his 
policy  ami  m insures  should  b ■ made  manifest  to  ihe 
country,  Ibis  stats  would  be  found  firm  in  his  sup- 
port. Tuis  favorable  hope  was  not  realized,  baton 
tiie  contrary,  Vermont  was  found  engrossed  by,  and 
und  t tiis  control  of,  a feeling  having  no  liaiural 
alliance  with  the  politics  of  the  country,  and  esps- 
ciiiiy  with  the  policy,  or  measures  of  the  then  ex- 
idi  ig  nations!  administration:  a feeling  rather  of 
m iraMh.m  of  politics,  and  add  re  s ng  itself  rather  to 
the  sympathies  of  indiviu  ui  eil:/.  ns  and  private 
ft  Mites,  than  ti  the  wisdom  of  public  measures  and 
tii.-  policy  of  political  communities. 

The  i n mediate  conaequanca  of  the  wsynlencn  of 
this  feeling  in  Vermont,  was  the  continunncy  ofthe 
stale  in  tiie  ranks  of  the  politic; it  minority  of  the 
n a in  i , find  this  consequence  was  as  certai  n to  hi 
produced  ns  the  truth  of  (ha  maxim  lo  ‘ulhida  find 
conquer/'  had  not  been  forgotten  by  the  opponents 
ofiim  'Ltpocracy.  Whether  any  o'lhor  fruits  have 
b >en  )',!-iiiz  *<i  to  the  state,  as  ft'fegdy  politic,  from 
th  ? continuance  »f  power  in  these  hands  for  a series 
ofymu:;,  you,  gentlemen,  fH’S  much  mar,-!  rnrnpe, 
tg-if  than  inysslT.  to  detSPin!n»|  but  f must  ggpipgg 
i »t  the  history  <?f  your  a.s’tirs,  us  it  h»S  reached  me, 

0 jbrs  l!!(|a  rise  lor  n 'euliir  jfojjgg. 

I joust  nut  h i iiud-irsi-wd  ip  joshing  these.  r@, 
mnks,  ns  int, -riding  any  imputation  noon  (lie  >no= 
tUms  p!  that  pofti.-ifi  eftho  ra publics  pa  of  Ygruiflflt 
who  honestly  eplismij  their  Defines  in  foe  cause  gf 
anii.-mamnfy,  an-!  who,  while  influenced  by  tha 

exciia.iisnf/pejuniifofl  it  ta  gny-Tii  their  political 
ly/i'ifi  a id  fhafflSbii'c.s  it!  believe  that  it  prgpuriy 
a’:  l '|  i < i ■ l § >,  My  .Olljv  -.biu.-i  is  f t v;u  Igg.  ill  3 

1 s-cm/'ul  pianpei'.  the  honfolant  opijiinu  i'ctl  i o so 
i ir  - : f'us  uxrjtomani  was  ptajis  Bpiitieaj,  3)if'  the 
'•V  • - i'*  ofdr:-»»-|n-{  rapijBlfojna  ffoip  the  support  pf 
- -puj-nmiii  man  and  jtjcasdfeo,  nil  a pi  my  >vus  com. 


I mittcil  which  should  be  a caution  for  (he  future;  perfectly  that  the  president  caiwiot  approve'  gpg| 
and  since  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  republicans  of  sign  a law  to  abolish  slavery  vn  tire  states  witHmstsi 
Vermont,  who,  for  a time,  acted  under  (fie  name  of  a palpable  violation  ofJtis  0.1U1  to  support  the  cow:- 
j political  anti-masons  have,  in  a formal  and  public  stitution  of  the  United  States*-  ami  iisey  know  as 
manner,  resumed  their  former  political  name  ol  well  that,  white  slavery  exists  under  the  auttltoriifes 
“democrats,”  have  resolved,  in  future,  to  judge  of  of  the  states  of  Mary  (and  and  Virginia  be  wilt  sow- 
republicans  by  (heir  acts,  and  of  our  republican  ad-  j sider  it  an  equal  violation  of  Lis  public  duty  aiiwl 
ministrations  try  their  measures  and  policy,  I hope  f tha  trust  confided  to  him,  to  approve  and  sign  isfiriil® 
(h?  expression  of  this  opinion  may  not  be  considered  I lo  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  cf  ColuiTjibia,,  aumd; 
od'ensive  or  inappropriate.  yr-t  they  will  oppose  and  vilify  the  president  («- 

The  administration  of  general  Jackson,  however,  | cause  slavery  is  not  wholly  abolished  r.n  Site  Uaiil'eil! 
has  now  closed,  and  that  distinguished  patriot,  sol- 1 States.  Will  (he  freemen,  will  the- d'etstocrate  of 
dicr  am!  statesman,  has  retired  from  the  cares  and  ! Vermont  permit  themselves  to  liter  fed  away  into 
responsibilities  of  a nation’s  government,  to  his  own  [ opposition  to  a rqwlfos  adiwi»isrtrat.(o»  opens, 
quiet  hermitage.  He  is  succeeded  by  another,  and  grounds  like  these?  Well  they  continue-  tlheir  ejp- 
a northern,  president,  but  that  president  has  been  I position  loan  administration:  they  know  to  he-tfe-iM©- 
elected  by  the  political  friends  of  general  Jackson,}  era  tic  because  the  president  acts,  and  rfrefcarw*  !te 
ami  Vermont  is  still  in  the  opposition.  The  hope  j will  continue  to  act,  in  obs'dicstcp  to  the  express  iim- 
which  l have  mentioned  as  having  been  entertained  ! junctions  of  the  constitution,,  »st  the  isquaill'y  ihiuu- 
at  the  commencement  of  the  administration  of;  pe  native  r. -quire «h-bIs  of  purifltic  faith?  WM  t3t»y 
general  Jackson  is  again  entertained,  certainly  to  a i permit  their  passions  to  be-  In  du  e-need  and;  to  Ibadi 
less  extent,  and  I fear  I must  say  with  less  confi- 1 -them  to  CMnenmimis  semt  detifinctatioiss,  wfiiiife 
deuce,  (hat  under  (he  present  administration  this-j  their  judgments  and  consciences  are  not  coEiautltedi,, 
once  democratic  state  may  return  to  the  republican  £ or  are  warniagthein  of  the-  iuiiisksce-of  t ibuil-  cqmihsr?; 
iold  and  support  tiie  administration  of  a man  who 
supported  the  administration  ot'Madison  during  our 
s-'cond  war  with  the  most  powerful  ml  for.  upon  the 
earth;  who  was  tiie  right  arm  of  Tompkins,  when 
lie,  as  governor  of  New  York,  sustained  the -union, 
ami  sustained  the  democracy  of  Vermont  against 
(lie  machinations  of  the  Hartford  convention,  arid 
t e other  schemes  of  northern  nullificnlwn. 


If  they  do  not,  it  is  believed  that  thv  etodero  spiini.tt 
of  ant i -slavery,  cr^ifboBtiortESEre,”  cannot  lead  Ito-nu 
to  continue  their  opposition  ta  tire-  present  a-Jmimia-- 
t ration. 

Another  expedient  of  the  apposition  to 
distract  and  weaken  danse  who- are-  now  tire  fmndte 
of  the  sioiinBinfisB,  is  to  raise  eoatlrorersks  as  to) 
the  successor  to  the  present  ehia-ll  usagistrate.  We? 

I have  said  ibis  ho  i?  was  less  extensively  and  t already  n»  the  opposition  press  tee-uaim^  wiiffii  nav- 
i .-si  confidently  entertained  (ban  eight  years  ago.  j'  ports  of  co-apetiSum*-,  cotststons  and  heart  bncuisitgr. 
Are  there  reasons  whv  confidence  should  be  weak- 1 bMweem  soma  «f  the  mostt  patriiotie,  alito  arx!  zeui- 
enpd?  I answer  conSdentlv,  none  which  do  not ' Ions  defend ■-rs  of  t'te  adialaistra&is,  if* poCtcy  and! 
gro  w out  of  a just  apprehension  that  topics  not  Is-  • its  principieeq  as  though  sttch  disfinsgaisilispiH  slatiess- 
gifimatoly  connected  with  the  politics  of  the  nation,  i me-n  ansi  jwSiikans,  whose  every  hope  wd*tBy 
topics  rather  calculated  to  excite  the  passions  and  i expscSatiosi  for  the  future  ra®i  dcpaawS  «po»  the 
sympathies  of  the  citizens,  than  to  arouse  their  at-  ! success  and  ascsadaocy  of  that  political  party  and. 
t uition  to  great  constitutional  rights  and  national  f those  political  principles  to  wtsich  they  have  soj 
interests,  mav  continue  to  occupy,  as  they  have  re-  j firefly  attached  themselves  for  a.  series  of  years, 
cently  occupied  the  minds  of  a majority  of  your!  were  already  prepared  to  divide,  distract  aasd  de- 
fellow citizens  and  to  govern  their  course  and  votes,  feat  that  party,  and  to  sscrif.ee  those-  principles  to: 


us  freemen.  The  opponents  of  tits  democracy  will 
not  forget,  nor  will  they  neglect  to  avail  themselves 
of  expedients  which  have  once  proved  successful  in 
enabling  them  to  divide,  distract  and  control  in 
politics,  if  anti -masonry  has  served  them  during 
the  period  of  one  administration,  some  other  ex- 
citing tonic  will  be  found  to  take  its  place  fora 
succeeding  one.  What  topic,  at  this  moment,  is 
more  likely  to  be  selected  for  this  purpose,  than 
anti-slavery  or  modern  abolitionism?  This  is  al- 
ready a political  hobby  in  a some  smalt  portions  of 
the  union  and  with  a certain  class  of  political  op- 
positionists. 

Overlooking  the  importance  o'  the  pence  and 
harmony  of  the  union;  disregardingthe  compromises 
between  the  states  which  iaid  the  foundation  of 
our  conf-deiacy; — forgetting  or  assuming  to  forget, 
that  all.  or  nearly  a!!,  of  the  thirteen  states,  at  ihe 
formation  of  th-'  constitution  were  stave  states,  and 
that  each  claimed,  and  insisted  upon  retaining,  and 
did  retain,  the  power,  legislative  and  otherwise, 
over  the  subject,  of  domestic  slavery  within  its 
limits;  omitting  to  notice  that  old  states,  which 
have  abolished  slavery  within  their  limits  have  done 
so  without  interference  or  interruption  from  their 
sister  states;  and  neglectful  of  the  express  constitu- 
tional rights  of  the  ‘remaining  slave  states  in  this 
matter,  the";'  fanatics  are  already  attempting  to  agi- 
t a te  the  public  mind  as  to  the  evil  of  slavery  in  the 
abstract,  as  ifnny  Intelligent  end  unprejudiced  citi- 
««n  attempted  to  defend  the  principles  of  slavery, 
or  to  view  it  other  than  as  an  evil  which  had  its 
origin  in  our  British  colonial  existence,  which  was 


a passion  for  persona!  strife-,  in  which  to.  gam  a 
triumph  over  a friend  they  naitsst  throw  their  wtYoto 
body  of  frie-mts  into  tha  power  of  their  common 
enemies.  Neither  the  triad  integrity,  nor  t&© 
known  sagacity  of  the  gentlemen  wfcesa-  names  are 
thus  freely  used  by  the  opposition,  at-rttesisa  a sin- 
gle apprehension  as.  to  tlje-rr  acts  in  this  partfenlar; 
and  it  is  only  when  the  partiality  ©f tfceir  mumerotis 
friends  shall  blind  them  to  the  artifice-,  aadi  permit 
them  to  forget  their  duty  to.  the  existing  adminis- 
tration in  heated  and  passionate  amt  premature  dis- 
cussions as  to  preferences  among  worthy  and  de- 
serving friends,  that  the  E-peebief  iateneted  wilt  be 
in  danger  of  aceompltshaae-nt. 

Allied  to  this  is  another  practice  ©f  (fee  opposi- 
tion not  less  specious  and  not  less  calculated  to 
lead  to  error.  It  is  the  practice  of  ettargiag  e-very 
pecuniary  disaster  which  teftlb  say  portion  of 
the  community,  and  even  to  any  individual  ci- 
tizen, to  the  'faults  of  the  federal  government, 
This  political  artifice  is  one  of  the  traits  of  the  bank 
controversy,  and  of  the  attempted  pecuniary  panic 
and  pressure  of  I88S--I,  Then  every-  thing  was 
charged  to  the  removal  of  the  deposited  but  that 
act  was  followed  by  a period  of  plenty  a.isd  prospe- 
rity wholly  unexampled  in  our  history.  This  state 
of  things  promoted  over-tradings  and  speculations 
which  have  brought  round  a revulsion  fearful  in  its 
character,  wide  spread  in  its  extent,  and  Ernst  dis- 
tressing in  its  results. 

If  this  ev\  h»  charged  to  the  fault  of  the  adminis-. 


t ration,  while  it  may  produce  its  political  effects 
>vhere  the  evils  are 'felt,  it  may  furnish  some  com-- 
found  I11  ite  strength  and  maturity  at  the  formation ! pensation  to  our  opponents  for  the  fatal  disappoint-. 
of  our  ponfotteracy,  mid  the  remedy  for  which,  50  ment  experienced  by  the  entire  failure  of  rueful 
for  as  ninwly.  could  b?  provided,  existed  with  that  prophecies  of  pecuniary  disasters,  to  grow  out  a 
forge  class  of  powers  left  to  the  states,  or  rather  j change  in  the  public  depositories.  Then  evils 
which  have  never  been  granted  by  the  states  to  the;  were  predicted  which  were  not  experienced;  now 


federal 
know  v, 


government, 
dl  t-ipj  no  b 


h Tha  agitators  of  this  topic  i evils  are  being  daily  experienced  which  have  not 
ranch  of  the  federal  government  been  foreseen  or  predicted-  Bntitiseonfidenfty 
atul  no  officer  of  that  government  has  any  power  or  j bidieved  that  at  present,  any  agency  which  the 
control  whatever  over  slavery  within  the  states,  and  : government  has  had  in  the  pecuniary  atfo.irs  of  the 

rt  tally  exam-- 

p»ate  to  pro-. 
was  the  romo-- 
fulfilment  of  the 


yet  they  win  oppose  the  administration  upon  the ! country,  if' candidly  weighed  and  impartially 
jraqtvHhat  slavery  exists  and  i»  an  evil, -^-withont ! inod,  will  be  found  as  entirely- inadequate 
diaenaajog  the  qifo?f|ons  of  national  faith,  or  con^  j dues  the  evils  novv  experfosioed,  as  w 
afitntipvm!  right,  they  knew  wall  that  any  attempt  val  of  the  dopasUea  to  produce  a.  folfi 


to  aholis!.  slavery  in  tha  District  of  Columbia,  while  fearful  prediction  of  the  panic  era, 
if  exists  iii  the  surrounding  states  of  Maryland  and  j Excuse,  gentlemen,  the  too  great  length 
Virginia,  cannot  have  tha  effort  to  give  foeedom  to  hasty  latter,  and  permit  me  to  join  you  fo  t 
a single  sfove.  hut  compel  thgfo  transfer  to  new  you ' express  that  Vermont  may  mm  he  found 
masters  in  the  stave  states:  m-l  they  know  as  wf!!  among  tjio  number  of  th?  rooubltean  states,  and 
that  slavery  cannot  fo*  ah'dished  in  that  territory  of  firm ‘in  support  of  those  groat 'principles  and  'mea- 
teti  miles  'square, _ while  j;  pxtete  in  all  the  eonti-'  spres  which  cap  along  perpetuate  our  "invaluable 
■tiious  cmiutiy,  with  safety  |o  th?  peace,  property  union,  With  the  highest  rssoeet.'ypnr  follow  cit'- 

aiid  instilijfin'ns  nf  the  surrounding  states,  and  \fo|  ggn.  P1LA8  WTHGITT'  '.Tp 

they  »d|l  nppmia  flte  adrniifofoitjon  hegmp  slavery  Ti>  ItJmn,  tism  Mmit,  mhm  'stm,  William 
xists  in  toe  r-'isti'lete  o(  Columbia,,  They  know  Aaifo,  md  otAew, 
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Naval.  A board  of  naval  surgeons  will,  by  order 
of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  be  convened  in  Phila- 
delphiaon  the  first  Monday  in  July  proximo,  for  the 
examination  of  assistant  surgeons  lor  promotion  — 
and  also  to  examine  for  admission  into  the  navy,  as 
assistant  surgeons,  those  candidates  authorised  by 
the  s cretaiy  then  and  there  to  present  themselves. 
Surgeon  'Win.  P.  C.  Barton  will  be  president — and 
surgeons  Thomas  H irris,  Mordecia  Morgan,  J.  Boyd 
and  Thomas  Dillard  members  ot  the  board. 

A letter  to  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser, 
from  its  Washington  correspondent  says — 

“I  suppose  that  you  have  heard  that  capt.  Tatnall 
refuses  to  go  out  in  the  Pioneer,  one  of  the  discovery 
fleet.  You  will  recoil  ct  that  capt.  T.  carried  out 
Santa  Ana,  and  on  his  return  reported  that  the  P. 
was  a'very  dull  sailer.  Capt.  Jones  after  his  late 
cruise,  reported  quite  the  reverse — hence  the  resig- 
nation of  capt.  Tatnall. 

What  constitutes  an  apprentice?  One  of  the  courts 
in  New  Hampshire  decides  that  a boy  may  be  an 
apprentice  without  indentures.  The  decision  is 
that  the  apprentice  is  uiuh  r the  direction  and  control 
of  the  master,  whether  bound  by  written  indenture 
or  not,  and  that  no  parent  or  guardian  can  interfere 
to  the  injury  of  the'  master,  either  by  taking  the 
apprentice  home,  or  placing  him  under  a new  master, 
without  rendering  himself  liable  for  damages.  If 
any  other  person  employs  an  apprentice  without 
consent  from  the  master,  lie  is  not  only  liable  for 
damages,  but  for  the  earnings  of  the  apprentice  for 
the  time  of  his  employment. 

Connecticut  school  fund.  The  revenues  of  the  fund 
for  the  past  year,  were  $157,042.  Expenses 
$139,65 8.  Balance  on  hand  $15,334.  The  capi- 
tal of  tile  school  fund  of  the  state  on  the  1st  of  April, 
1337,  was  $2,027,502; — $3,000  more  has  been  dis- 
tributed during  the  past  year,  than  for  any  previous 
year.  The  whole  amount  paid  from  the  fund  to  the 
schools  for  33  years  past,  if  seems  is  $2,127,213  87. 

Longest  railroad.  The  Portsmouth  (Ya.)  Times, 
says  there  will,  by  »he  end  of  next  year,  be  a con- 
tinuous line  of  rail  road  lor  two  hundred  and  forty- 
five  miles,  from  that  town  to  Wilmington,  N.  C. — - 
From  thence  to  Charleston,  S.  C.  the  passage  by 
steam  packets  is  16  hours. 

Maria  Monk.  The  famous,  or  rather  infamous, 
“Maria  Monk”  Ins  gone  to  England,  and  is  to  be 
made  a show  of  there.  So  says  the  Alexandria 
Phcenix,  probably  on  the  authority  of  the  following 
from  an  English  paper: — - 

Maria  Monte.  — It  appears  from  the  late  English 
papers,  that  an  arrangement  has  been  made  at  Exeter 
Hal!.  London,  for  the  public  exhibition  at  that  place 
of  Maria  Monk,  who  was  expected  in  England, 
were  it  was  advertised  that  she  would  repeat  her 
* • aye fnl  disclosures.” 

This  paragraph, (says  the  N.  Y.  Com.  Adv.)is 
going  the  rounds  of  the  American  press,  but  is  not 
true,  it  probaly  originated  in  a mistake  arising  from 
some,  notice  of  the  rev..  Mr.  Slocum’s  misson  to 
England,  for  the  laudable  purpose  of  palming  the 
imposture  upon  the  gullible  members  of  John  Bull’s 
family.  Maria  is  yet  in  this  city,  in  the  keeping  o! 
the  Protestant  jusuits.  She  has  now  become  of  law- 
ful age — being  twenty-one  years  old,  we  believe  to- 
day. 

The  Alton  Spectator  states  that  gen.  Gratiot  has 
arrived  at  St  Louis  for  the  purpose  of  taking  mea- 
sures for  the  removal  of  the  sand  bar  in  the  harbor 
of  that  place. 

Case  of  Richard  H.  TIT liie.  The  U.  S.  circuit 
court,  sitting  at  AVasbington,  has  ordered  that  R.  H 
White,  who  has  been  in  close  confinement  since 
his  last  trial  for  burning  the  treasury  building,  be 
admitted  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

Tobacco.  A hogshead  of  tobacco,  made  by  Mr. 
John  Estis  of  Orange  county,  was  sold  yesterday  at 
Shockoe  warehouse,  lor  $3  per  hundred. 

[ Richmond  Vhig. 

Gen.  Jackson's  health.  The  Nashville  Union  of 
the  27th  nit.  says: — A rumor  reached  town  a day  or 
two  since,  that  gen.  Jackson  had  bpen  thrown  from 
his  horse  near  the  Hermitage,  and  that  his  life  was 
despaired  of.  We  are  happy  to  have  it  in  our  pow- 
er to  say,  on  the  authority  of  a frtend  who  left  the 
hermitage  this  morning,  that  the  injury  he  received 
in  his  fall,  occasioned  by  his  horse  taking  fright, 
was  slight,  and  that  he  has  entirely  recovered  from 
its  edects. 

Liberal  bequests.  Am  mg  the  legacies  bequeath- 
ed by  .the  late' Mr.  Win.  Y.  Birch,  of  Philadelphia, 
were  the  following: 

ety  $1,000;  Unitarian  society  $j,o0o;  PJiiiadeipiua 


dispensary  $3,000;  Northern  Liberties  dispensary 
$3,000;  Southern  dispensary  $3,000;  Female  hos- 
pitable society  $3,000;  Infant  school  society  $1,000. 

The  institution  for  the  blind  are  his  residuary  le- 
gatees. The  amount  of  tins  bequest  may  be  called 
munificent. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  has  presented  one  thousand  dol- 
lars in  cash  to  the  Natchez  (Miss.)  Orphan  Assy- 
luin. 

Branch  mint  at  Duhlonega,  Geo.  The  machinery 
for  the  branch  mint  of  the  U.  States  has  arrived  at 
Dahlonega.  It  weighs  upwards  of  fifty  thousand 
pounds,  and  cost  the  government  upwards  of  one 
thousand  dollars  for  its  transportation  The  build- 
ing intended  for  its  reception  will  not  he  ready  be- 
fore the  middle  of  the  summer.  The  whole  amount 
of  gold  which  is  extracted  from  the  gold  mines  in 
the  gold  region  of  Georgia,  during  the  last  year,  is 
estimated  at  upwards  of  two  hundred  thousand  pen- 
ny-weights, and  it  is  believed  that  the  labor  of  the 
present  year  will  yield  as  much  as  the  last. 

Jin  experienced  seaman.  Oneofthe  most  active  and 
intelligent  seamen  of  Boston,  whose  name  is  sup- 
pressed at  his  request,  wars  lor  seven  years  and  a half 
constantly  employed  making  voyages  to  and  from  the 
East  Indies,  and  without  once  coining  home  during 
that  time;  he  has  also  made  one  voyage  from  Boston 
to  Calcutta  and  back;  one  voyage  from  Boston  to 
(he  North  West  coast — thence  to  the  East  Indies 
and  home — thus  circumnavigating  the  globe;  and 
in  addition  to  these,  he  has  crossed  the  Atlantic  one 
hundred  and  forty-six  times — and  he  is  now:  only  forty- 
eight  years  of  age,  and  has  been  at  home  for  the  last 
six  months!  Beat  this  who  con,  ye  old  Salts!  We 
doubt  whether  a parallel  can  be  found  in  the  United 
State.s.  [Bost.  Sentinel. 

Tim  Rev.  Dr.  Wayland,  president  of  Brown  uni 
versity,  has  been  invited  by  the  department  of  war. 
to  attend,  as  one  of  the  hoard  of  visiters,  the  ap- 
proaching examination  of  the  United  States  milita- 
ry academy  at  West  Point. 

Removal  of  the  Indians.  The  Logansport  ( Indiana) 
Telegraph  of  may  20th  slates  that  the  government 
agents  are  making  preparation  to  remove  the  Potta- 
wottamie  Indians  from  Indiana  to  the  country  allot- 
ted them  beyond  the  Mississippi.  The  Choctaws, 
who  have  removed  west,  are  said  to  have  made  per- 
manent advances  in  civilization:  they  have  plenty  of 
live  stock,  wagons,  ploughs,  spinnings  wheel,  looms, 
houses,  cultivated  fields,  flouring  and  saw  mills,  Sic. 
The  Cherokces  are  yet  more  advanced.  They  have 
a legislative  body,  a code  ofvvrilten  laws,  legal  coun- 
sel, trial  by  jury,  religious  missionaries,  schools  for 
their  youth,  &c.  also,  they  work  two  of  their  salt 
springs,  and  two  of  their  lead  mines — raise  corn  and 
grow  wheat — have  good  log  dwellings,  with  stone 
chimni“s  and  plank  floors. 

Another  destructive  fire.  New  York,  June  3. — 
Between  one  and  two  o'clock  tins  tnorning,  the 
United  States  public  store,  No.  107,  Washington 
street,  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire.  Efforts  were 
immediately  made  by  the  watchmen  and  firemen 
who  soon  reached  the  spot  in  considerable  numbers, 
to  efiecl  an  entrance  into  the  building  by  bursting 
open  tile  doors  and  windows;  but  these  being  very 
strong  and  sheathed  with  stout  iron,  considerable 
time  elapsed  -before  their  object  was  attained.  At 
this  period,  the  fire,  which  appeared  to  have  origi- 
nated in  the  second  story,  bar!  extended  to  the  upper 
lofts,  and  the  flames  were  beginning  to  make  their 
appearance  down  the  hatchway  to  the  first  lioor,  of 
which  in  a few  moments  they  had  complete  posses- 
sion. 

The  store  was  filled  from  the  cellar  to  the  roof 
with  goods  of  almost  every  description,  the  whole 
of  which  are  totally  destroyed,  with  the  bare  excep- 
tion of  some  five  or  six  packages  of  dry  goods  which 
stood  near  the  door.  All  the  public  papers  in  the 
counting  room  are  supposed  to  have  shared  the 
same  fate;  it  not  having  yet  been  ascertained  that 
any  thing  was  taken  out  of  the  ollice  but  a couple 
of  old  ledgers  of  no  value. 

Between  two  arid  three  o’clock,  several  heavy 
explosions  took  place  inside  the  building,  which 
shook  the  walls  io  their  foundation,  and  finally  blew 
them  down.  A fireman  of  the  name  of  Horton,  at- 
tached to  hose  company  No.  13,  lost  his  life  in  en- 
deavoring to  save  that  of  a lad  who  was  in  danger 
from  the  falling  of  the  north  gable  end. 

He  intrepidly  sprang  forward,  ar.d  had  grasped 
the  lad  to  hurry  him  from  his  situation,  when  both 
were  buried  beneath  the  ruins.  The  boy  was  taken 
out  sf  ill  alive,  although  dreadfully  wounded,  but  be- 
fore Horton  could  be  extricated  'he  \<  as  dead. 

[ Courie  t §-  Enquirer. 

The  loss  of  property  is  estimated  at  nearly  half 
' ' , • ,00!)  only  wa* 

insured. 


Extensive  conflagration.  A most  calamitous  fire 
occurred  on  Saturday  in  Suliolk,  in  Nansemond 
county,  Ya.  which  has  laid  one-half  of  that  beautiful 
little  town  in  ashes.  The  fire  broke  out  between 
12  and  1 o’clock  in  the  day  time,  in  a cabinet 
maker’s  shop  in  the  lower  division  of  the  town,  sv.  ept 
up  arid  down  the  main  street,  on  both  sides,  to  the 
distance  of  three  or  four  hundred  yards,  destroying 
about  two  hundred  houses  of  every  description,  in- 
cluding the  court  house  and  jail,  the  Castle  inn,  thd 
Rising  Sun  tavern,  nearly  fifty  dwelling  houses  and 
several  stores  and  offices — in  a word  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  buildings  between  the  South  Cross  street, 
(about  100  yards  below  the  intersection  of  the  rail 
road),  and  the  North  Cross  street,  (about  the  same 
distance  above  the  river),  was  swept  as  with  the  be- 
som of  destruction,  the  only  house  remaining  being 
a long  one  story  brick  dwelling  house  on  the  west 
side  of  the  street  which  escaped  the  conflagration 
in  1779,  when  the  town  was  burnt  by  the  'British 
troops.  The  clerk’s  office,  being  fire  proof,  escap- 
ed. 

All  the  houses  destroyed  were  of  wood,  a few  of 
them  large  and  handsome  edifices,  but  all  of  them 
exceedingly  combustible.  Indeed  the  flames  spread 
with  such  rapidity  that  no  earthly  power  could  have 
arrested  their  progress  short  oi  tire  point  at  which 
they  stopped. 

We  have  heard  no  estimate  of  the  loss — the  amount 
of  insurance  we  learn  is  about  $30,000,  principally 
in  the  Virginia  Mutual.  [ Norfolk , Va.  paper. 

The  grand  jury  of  Frederick  county,  afier  a full 
examination  ofali  the  testimony  for  the  state,  against 
Mr.  Edward  B.  McPherson,  refused  to  find  a bill. 
We  think  it  but  justice  to  Mr.  M-cPherson  to  make 
this  statement,  as  every  paper  in  the  state  of  Mary- 
land published  the  suspicions  that  had  fallen  on  this 
gentleman  at  the  time  of  the  robbery. 

\Frederisk  Citizen. 

The  lion.  Arthur  F.  flovkins,  chief  justice  of  Ala- 
bama, has  resigned  that  office,  in  consequence  of 
the  inadequacy  of  the  salary.  Ho  intends  to  re- 
sume the  practice  of  the  law. 

Slavers  indicted.  Captain  Cox,  of  the  schooner 
Emperor,  and  others  implicated,  have  been  indicted 
at  Apalachicola,  tor  bringing  eight  African  negroes 
from  Cuba.  The  negroes  are  now  in  the  custody  of 
the  United  States  deputy  marshal  at  Apalachicola. 

About  730  sheep  leapt  overboard  at  once  from  a 
steamboat  in  New  Albany,  la.  a couple  of  Sun'days 
since,  and  were  swept  down  the  Ohio  by  the  cur- 
rent. Two-thirds  of  them  were  drowned. 

“The  prisoner  at  large.”  The  celebrated  Joseph 
Parkins,  ex-sheriff  of  London,  who  was  famous  in 
the  Rowland  Stephenson  aifair,  and  who  has  lor  the 
last  four  years  been  confined  in  the  cily  prison,  New 
York,  in  consequence  of  his  irraseible  temperament 
is  suffered  to  go  at  large  if  he  wishes  to  do  so.  Like 
the  man  of  the  bastile,  however,  he  knows  not 
where  to  go,  and  therefore  still  resides  in  the'  jail. 
He  is  a man  of  large  fortune. 

Prince  Napoleon  Louis  Bonaparte.  The  N.Y.  Cou- 
rier & Enquirer  of  Thursday  states  that  this  young 
prince  sailed  Irom  New  York  on  the  Sth  inst.  in  the 
George  Washington  for  England.  When  exiled 
from  France,  no  pledge  or  promise  of  any  kind  was 
exacted  from  him  that  he  would  not  return  to 
Europe,  although  we  have  seen  it  mentioned  that 
such  was  the  condition  of  his  exile;  and  he  now 
very  unexpectedly  leaves  the  United  States,  in 
consequence  of  the  illness  of’  his  mother,  the  ex- 
quern  of'  Holland,  and  daughter  of  the  empress  Jo- 
sephine. His  intention  is,  to  obtain,  if  possible,  a 
passport  from  the  Austrian  minister  in  London  to 
pass  through  Germany  and  v isit  his  material  resi- 
dence in  Switzerland  on  the  lake  of  Constance. 

Escape  cf  prisoners.  Nearly  forty  prisoners  es- 
caped from  the  Philadelphia  house  of  refuge  on  Sun- 
day morning  last.  Seizing  a favorable  opportunity 
they  knocked  down  the  keeper,  opened  the  gates 
and  took  to  their  heels.  As  soon  as  they  arrived 
without  the  walls  of  the  prison,  they  all  ran  toge- 
ther in  one  direction  for  some  distance  creating  ex- 
citement and  alarm  by  the  cry  of — mad  dog!  mad 
dog!! 

Emigration.  The  Norwalk  (Conn.)  Chronicle 
of  Wednesday,  says,  on  Friday  last,  ten  oi-  twelve 
double  horse  wagons  passed  through  this  place  load- 
ed with  men,  women,  guns,  rifles,  boys,  girls,  babies, 
and  other  nick-kacks,  all  bound  to  the  far  west. 

A letter  from  the  American  consul  at  Trinidad  de 
Cuba,  dated  May  4,  states  that  six  seam  n belonging 
to  the  ship  Star,  lately  wrecked  on  the  Bahamas,  had 
arrived  at  that  port  in  an  opt  n boat,  after  a perilous 
v wage  of  four  1 ys  from  Grand  Cayman,  SO  leagues 
distant  lrom  Trinidad. 
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•jCy-Our  readers  are  referred  to  page  244  lor  an 
account  of  one  of  the  most  distressing  calamities 
which  has  ever  visited  the  city  of  Baltimore  The 
details  are,  indeed,  heart-rending,  but  convey  a 
hint  idea  of  the  ruin  and  misery  which  has  sudden- 
ly overwhelmed  a large  portion  of  our  worthy  and 
industrious  population.  No  pen  can  describe  the 
scenes  which  were  exhibited,  and  the  amount  of 
damage  almost  defies  calculation — some  estimate  it 
at  one  million,  and  others  at  one  and  a half  million 
of  dollars!  The  latter,  we  think,  nearest  the  truth 
—but  in  the  present  condition  of  the  sufferers  no- 
thing like  a detailed  estimate  can  be  made.  The 
loss  of  life  has  been  comparatively  small— for  so 
sudden  was  the  rise  of  the  waters  and  the  helpless 
condition  of  those  exposed  to  its  fury,  that  we  are 
surprised  that  hundreds  were  not  drowned.  It  is 
stated  by  some  of  the  spectators  that  the  water 
rose  two  feet  a minute;  and  we  learn  that  many  ot 
the  sufferers  received  the  first  intimation  of  their 
danger  from  the  wateg  overwhelming  their  beds; 
others  who  had  been  engaged  in  removing  their 
furniture  from  the  first  to  the  second  story,  found 
the  former  filled  with  water,  nearly  to  the  ceiling, 
in,  comparatively,  a moment’s  interval.  Indeed, 
so  rapid  was  the  rise  ot  the  water,  that  many  think  it 
was  occasioned  by  the  bursting  of  a water-spout  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  Falls — But  we  think  it  can 
be  accounted  for  by  the  destruction  of  the  various 
mill-dam?,  which  followed  so  rapidly  that  a vast 
volume  of  water  was  suddenly  collected,  and  rush- 
ed with  the  rapidity  of  light’over  the  banks  of  the 
Falls,  already  obstructed  by  the  mass  of  timber,  ike. 
which  had  collected  at  the  various  bridges. 

In  addition  tu  the  loss  of  life  and  property,  the 
calamity  has  occasioned  a large  amount  of  misery 
to  those  whose  dwellings  were'  within  the  range  of 
the  flood;  -and  to  the  discomfort  which  they  must 
sutler  from  the  damp  walls  and  the  derangement  of 
their  domestic  alfairs,  sickness  must  follow  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  unless  the  humane,  aided 
bv  the  city  authorities,  furnish  relief.  Many  ot 
the  sufferers  are  helpless  widows,  who  have  lost  all 
they  possessed,  and  there  are  other  poor  families 
who  stand  equally  in  need  of  relief. 

On  Thursday  last  the  mayor  convened  an  extra 
session  of  the  council,  when  a committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  necessity 
of  turning  Jones’  Falis  into  some  adjacent  stream; 
but  no  measures  were  adopted  to  relieve  the  suf- 
ferers— which  have  been  recommended  to  the  va- 
rious wards  by  the  mayor. 

Russian  minister.  It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Bodi- 
seac,  Russian  charge  des  aflaires  in  Sweden,  has 
been  appointed  by  the  emperor  of  Russia  his  mi- 
nister to  Washington,  and  that  baron  de  Maltitz, 
whom  the  papers  announced  as  minister  to  this 
country,  has  been  named  by  the  emperor  his  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the 
Hague.  Baron  Krudner,  late  minister  to  Washing- 
ton/ has  been  named  to  Switzerland. 

Pennsylvania  convention.  In  this  body  a pro- 
position is  pending  Ibr  considering  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  constitution  so  as  to  prohibit  “the 
emigration  into  that  state  ot  iree  persons  ol  color, 
or  ol  fugitive  slaves.”  A motion  to  postpone  in- 
definitely this  proposition  having  failed  by  a vote  of 
5f3  to  59,  Mr.  Darlington  moved  an  amendment, 
that  “all  foreigners”  be  included.  After  some  re- 
marks from  Mr.  Cummin,  Mr.  Darlington,  the  mo- 
ver of  the  amendment  withdrew  it,  but  at  the  same 
time  declared  that  if  the  original  proposition  was 
pressed,  he  would  press  his  amendment.  The  sub- 
ject was  then  postponed  for  the  present. 

At  the  latest  dates,  no  important  amendments 
had  been  agreed  upon,  and ‘the  impression  is  be- 
coming stronger  ever  day,  that  the  convention  will 
leave  the  constitution  as  it  found  it! 

St \te  treasury  drafts.  From  the  IVashing- 
ton  Globe.  The  National  Gazette  of  Wednesday, 
in  republishing  our  explanation  of  the  difference 
between  treasury  drafts  issued  upon  warrants,  based 
upon  appropriations  made  by  law  for  taking  money 
out  of  the  treasury,  which,  being  unpaid  by  the  de- 
posit? banks  are  receivable  for  customs  and  lands, 
and  orders  for  transferring  money  still  remaining  in 
the  treasury,  draws  the  following  inference  from  i 
Vl.  LII— Sig.  16. 


onr  exposition  of  the  distinct  character  of  the  offices 
to  be  performed  by  those  two  descriptions  of  draits 
upon  deposits  banks.  Speaking  of  the  orders  of 
transfer  in  favor  of  the  states,  it  says: 

“If  therefore,  the  states,  when  they  receive  them, 
arc  not  content  with  such  money  as  the  deposite 
banks  have  to  offer,  they  have  no  right  to  dispose 
of  their  warrants  to  third  parties,  even  though  they 
shall  be  willing  to  pay  for  them  a premium  equiva- 
lent to  tile  premium  on  specie,  by  which  process, 
the  states  would  be  in  the  receipt  of  sound  money 
for  the  respective  shares  of  the  surplus  revenue.” 

Wc  have  not  undertaken  to  express  any  opinion 
whether  the  states  have,  or  have  not,  the  right  lo 
dispose  of  the  orders  of  transfer  to  third  parties. — 
All  we  undeitook,  in  our  explanation,  was  to  show 
that  these  orders  were  no  evidence  of  debt  due  irom 
the  United  States,  and  could  not  of  course  be  used 
in  payment  lor  duties  or  public  lands.  Persons  who 
should  purchase  them  for  profit,  with  that  view, 
might  therefore  be  sadly  disappointed,  as  these  or- 
ders could  not  be  recognized  by  the  treasury,  in  the 
hands  of  third  persons,  as  evidence  of  claims  against 
the  United  States. 

We  understand  that  in  issuing  the  order  for  trans- 
fer for  the  instalment  to  be  deposited  with  the  states 
on  the  first  of  July,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
has  distinctly  informed  the  state  authorities,  who 
are  empowered  to  receive  and  receipt  for  the  amount 
deposited,  that  no  slate  is  desired  to  accept  from 
any  deposite  bank  any  currency  which  is  not  avail- 
able, and  at  par,  and'which  the  state  will  not  hold 
itself  in  readiness  to  account  for  in  the  same  man- 
ner, when  required  under  the  provisions  ot  the  law. 
Should  any  of  the  banks  fail  to  deposite  such  cur- 
rency, he  requests  that  the  orders  ol  transfer  may 
be  returned,  in  order  that  the  subject  may  be  sub- 
mitted to  congress,. 

Boundary  between  the  United  States 
and  Texas.  From  the  Arkansas  Gazelle  of  May 
23.  By  the  following  letter,  received  in  this  place 
a lew  days  since,  it  will  he  perceived  that  the  re- 
public of  Texas  has  proceeded  to  lay  oil  its  territo- 
ry into  land  districts,  and  to  include  one  or  two 
counties  belonging  at  present  to  the  state  of  Arkan- 
sas, within  its  jurisdiction,  and  under  its  sovereign- 
ty. This  premature  legislation  is  worse  than  use- 
less to  Texas,  because  the  government  of  the  United 
States  has  recently  appointed  commissioners  to 
make  the  true  boundary  line  between  this  country 
and  Mexico  or  Texas,  and  would  be  ready  at 
any  moment  to  fulfil  the  terms  ot  such  survey.  But 
if  'it  should  turn  out  that  the  district  of  country  in 
question  really  belongs  to  the  United  States,  their 
land  districts  must  be  nullities;  and  it  a land  office 
were  erected  in  our  territory,  in  contravention  of 
such  adjustment  of  boundary,  the  executive  of  Ar- 
kansas would  be  competent  to  expel  it  by  force.— 
Therefore,  we  regard  the  establishment  ot  any  such 
land'ofiice  in  our  limits  as  altogether  unwarranted 
and  premature: 

“I  saw  on  yesterday  a copy  of  the  law-  of  the 
republic  of  Texas,  establishing  a general  land  office 
for  that  republic,  and  providing  the  mode  oi  locating 
land  warrants,  £tc.  By  that  Taw  a land  district  is 
established,  including  all  that  section  of  country 
lying  between  main  Red  river  and  the  Sulphur  fork, 
called  the  Red  river  land  district,  and  a land  office 
established  at  the  house  of  George  Wright,  near 
Jonesborough,  in  Miller  county. 

“You  will  percieve  that  the  above  described  land 
district  includes  all  that  portion  ol  Lafayette  county 
lying  south  of  Red  river,  and  all  Miller  county. 

“By  what  authority  the  republic  of  Texas  takes 
upon  itself  to  exercise  jurisdiction  and  establish 
laud  offices  within  the  limits  of  the  state  of  Arkan- 
sas, I know  not;  but  I have  furnished  you  with  the 
above  item  of  information  in  order  that  you,  as  the 
executive  of  the  state,  if  you  deem  it  proper,  may 
make  inquiries  in  relation  thereto,  and  take  the  pro- 
per steps  to  establish  the  jurisdiction  of  Arkansas 
more  fully.” 

From  Texas  and  Mexico.  The  Houston 
Telegraph  extra,  of  May  23d,  has  been  received  at 
New  Orleans,  which  contains  the  following  items: 

A body  of  Indians  (supposed  to  be  200)  had  ap- 
peared within  15  miles  oi  Nashville,  Milam  county; 
a small  detachment  of  them  even  came  to  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  that  place,  They  killed  one 


man  in  sight  of  the  town.  The  main  body  went  on 
the  track  of  a wagon  train  hound  to  the  fort  on 
Little  river,  overtook  the  wagons,  and  killed  every 
one  of  the  men  (five  in  number)  attached  to  them, 
together  with  the  oxen.  Some  alarm  seems  to  per- 
vade the  remote  settlements  in  consequence  of  this 
incursion. 

The  Indians  killed  three  men  near  Mustang 
Prairie;  their  names  are  McLane,  Sheridan  and 
Barnes;  they  stole  upwards  of  100  horses  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  same  settlement. 

From  the  New  Orleans  Commercial  Herald  June  4. 

General  Rufus  McLellan,  of  Bath,  Maine,  has 
arrived  here  from  Matagorda.  Notwith  tanding  the 
various  false  and  unfounded  rumors  to  the  contrary, 
published  in  the  large  papers,  general  McLcllcn 
informs  us  that  the  Texian  army  was  still  on  the 
Navidad,  Texana,  and  that  ten  days  ago  they  had 
not  marched  for  Matamoras.  The  general  had 
kindly  furnished  us  with  the  following  particulars 
relative  to  the  massacre  of  his  friend,  colonel  Teal. 
The  latter,  arid  general  McLellan,  were  spending 
the  evening  together  at  Dr.  Wells’  on  the  Navidad, 
in  company  with  several  ladies,  when  colonel  Teal 
requested  general  McLellan  to  stay  and  sleep  with 
him,  but  tne  latter  declined  on  account  of  business 
requiring  his  immediate  return.  That  night  there 
came  on  a heavy  thunder  storm,  and  the  assassin 
took  advantage  of  this  latter  circumstance,  and  fired 
through  colonel  Teal’s  tent  cloth,  and  several  buck 
shot  passed  through  his  heart;  he  never  stirred,  hut 
was  found  lying  dead  at  dawn  of  day.  One  or  two 
persons  were  taken  up  on  suspicion,  and  discharged. 

General  McLellan  further  informs  us  that  Texa3 
may  truly  be  considered  as  in  a most  flourishing 
state.  There  is  a great  demand  for  artisans  of  all 
kinds,  and  labor  is  well  paid  for.  Flour  is  selling  at 
$15  per  barrel.  Land  is  rising  rapidly  in  value. 
One  league  was  sold  yesterday  in  this  city  for 
$8,000.  Gen.  Felix  Houston  has  arrived  in  camp 
and  all  is  now  harmony  and  quiet.  Lumber  is  much 
wanted  and  fetches  a high  price. 

The  New  Orleans  Bee  of  June  7th,  has  the  fol- 
lowing: 

“In  the  schooner  Helen,  Ashby,  13  days  from 
Matamoras,  we  observe  with  great  pleasure  that 
among  the  passengers  are  the  captain,  crew  and 
passengers  of  the  schooner  Julius  Caesar,  and  also 
the  captain,  crew  and  passengers  of  the  schooner 
Champion.  It  will  be  recollected  that  these  two 
vessels  were  seized  by  the  Mexicans,  and  their 
crews  and  passengers  imprisoned  at  Matamoras. — 
They  have  been  liberated  by  order  of  general  Bus- 
tamente,  president  of  the  Mexican  republic — an 
omen  of  returning  amity  between  the  two  nations. 

Mr.  Wharton,  ambassador  from  Texas  to  the 
United  States  government,  who  was  made  prisoner 
in  the  schooner  Independence,  was  still  in  confine- 
ment, but  well  treated  by  the  Mexican  authorities. 

At  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  Helen,  all 
was  quiet  at  Matamoras,  with  little  doing  in  the 
way  of  business,  and  money  very  scarce.  Several 
American  vessels  were  in  the  harbor,  where  also 
lay  the  Mexican  armed  schooners  Bravo  and  Gen. 
Teran.  The  army,  to  the  number  of  two  thousand 
men,  were  resting  quietly  in  their  quarters,  without 
any  appearance  of  being  about  to  resume  hostilities. 

Gen.  Gaines.  From  the  National  Intelligencer. 
Major  general  Gaines,  who  was  some  weeks 
ago  this  city,  has  since  been  at  Mobile,  in  Alaba- 
ma, and  was  to  leave  that  city  on  Saturday  last  for 
his  new  head  quarters  at  Jefferson  barracks.  He 
was  to  be  escorted  out  of  town  by  the  volunteer 
companies  of  the  city,  with  all  the  eclat  due  to  “his 
merits  as  a public  officer,  and  his  high  standing  as 
senior  officer  in  the  army.” 

In  the  same  paper  which  announces  this  intend- 
ed honor,  great  exception  is  taken  to  a late  general 
order  from  the  war  office,  by  whicli  the  Mississip- 
pi is  made  the  dividing  line  between  the  two  mili- 
tary districts  of  the  United  States.  It  is  represent- 
ed as  “a  cunningly  devised  manoeuvre,  to  drive 
from  the  army  its  best  and  noblest  officer  and  orna- 
ment,” and  as  “a  shaft  of  indignity  covertly  hurled 
at  general  Gaines.”  We  do  not  suppose  that  any 
such  tiling  was  intended.  Indeed,  it  seems  proha-, 
ble  that  the  convenience  of  the  service  and  the 
public  interest,  together  with  the  preference  which 
a natural  boundary  has  over  an  artificial  boundary, 
were  the  motives'  to  the  change.  If  to  thes? 
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tives  for  the  measure  was  added  the  desire  to  pre- 
vent for  the  future  any  conflict  of  jurisdiction  be- 
tween the  officers  commanding  in  the  respective 
districts,  surely  that  motive  is  entitled  to  praise  in- 
stead of  censure. 

British  paupers.  In  another  page  we  have 
published  a communication  from  the  mayor  of  New 
York  to  the  common  council  of  that  city,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  gross  outrage  committed  upon  our 
quarantine  laws  by  the  commander  of  the  British 
ship  “Lockwoods,”  in  casting  a body  of  paupers, 
direct  from  the  British  poor  houses,  upon  ourshores. 
It  is  a document  worthy  of  the  most  grave  consi- 
deration, and  shows  the  necessity  of  more  rigid 
laws  to  guard  the  country  from  the  effects,  both 
physical  and  moral,  of  the  loathsome  wretches 
who  are  daily  thrown  upon  our  shores.  Indepen- 
dent of  the  barbarity  of  the  European  authorities  in 
casting  their  refuse  population,  pennyless  and  na- 
ked, upon  common  charity,  there  is  a degree  of  in- 
justice in  the  procedure  that  cannot  be  too  severely 
reprobated — for  they  are  generally  worn  out  ope- 
ratives who  have  contributed  their  quota  of  tithes 

and  and,  conooqucntiy,  tmvc  a claim  Upon  the 

government  they  have  sustained,  for  protection  and 
support.  We  want  not  “the  squeezed  orange!” 

From  the  following  it  will  be  seen  that  the  British 
consul  is  not  insensible  to  the  indignity  offered  by 
the  commander  of  the  “Lockwoods”  to  the  autho- 
rities of  New  York, 

H.  B.  M.  consulate,  New  York,  Tune  7,  18.37. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  con- 
formity with  the  order  of  his  majesty’s  government 
as  well  a3  for  the  protection  and  kindness  I have 
ever  experienced  from  the  local  authorities  of  this 
city,  I am  bound  to  require  of  all  masters  of  British 
vessels  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  regulations  of  this  port.  And  in  order  to  deter 
other  masters  of  British  vessels  from  a violation  of 
the  law's  of  the  corporation — I have  taken  measures 
for  prosecuting  the  master  of  the  Lockwoods  for  a 
breach,  also,  ot  the  laws  of  England,  inasmuch  as 
he  has  incurred  the  penalty  of  £100  (one  hundred 
pounds),  for  not  producing  to  me  or  my  vice  con- 
sul, the  certificate  of  registry.  £25  for  muster 
roll  of  the  ship,  and  £25  each  for  having  shipped 
five  seamen  in  this  port  without  any  orders  from 
this  office  for  that  purpose — -in  all  £250  sterling. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  3ir,  your  ob’t  serv't, 
(Signed)  J.  Buchanan. 

We  learn  from  the  New  York  Express  that  John 
Featherly,  supercargo  of  the  ship  Lockwoods,  was 
arrested  on  Saturday  to  answer  tha  charge  of  hav- 
ing- violated  the  quarantine  laws,  and  held  to  bail 
in  the  amount  of  $20,000. 

The  common  council  of  Newark,  N.  J.  have 
adopted  the  following  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  president,  aldermen  Stephens, 
Day  and  Condit,  be  a committee  to  enquire  into 
facts  relative  to  the  landing  alien  passengers  on  the 
shores  of  this  state,  and  to  report  to  this  board,  on 
the  propriety  of  making  application  to  the  legisla- 
ture at  their  next  sitting,  for  some  enactment  on 
the  Subject,  requiring  proper  security  to  be  given 
by  the  masters  and  owners  of  any  ship  or  vessel 
landing  or  attempting  to  land  alien  passengers 
within  our  state  limits,  that  the  same  do  not  be- 
come a public  charge  for  a limited  number  of 
years. 

Resolved,  That  his  honor  the  mayor  be  request- 
ed to  correspond  with  the  mayors  of  Jersey  City 
aud  Perth  Amboy,  in  order  to  devise,  if  practica- 
ble,,some  measures  to  prevent  the  landing  at  or  in 
the  vincinity  of  their  respective  cities,  of  numerous 
alien  passengers  from  England,  Ireland,  and  else- 
where, for  the  purpose  of  evading  the  laws  of  New 
York,  and  to  the  great  detriment  and  inconvenience 
of  said  cities,  by  filling  the  same  with  numerous 
paupers. 

Maryland.  The  following  is  the  proclamation 
of  the  governor  of  this  state  appointing  a day  for 
the  election  of  members  of  congress.  We  omitted 
to  state  in  our  last,  that  the  governor  and  council 
deemed  it  inexpedient  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the 
legislature. 

By  his  ex.  Thomas  TV.  Veazy,  gov.  of  Maryland. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of 
this  state,  entitled,  an  “additional  supplement  to  an 
act  entitled  an  act  to  reduce  into  one,  the  several 
acts  of  assembly  respecting  elections,  and  to  regu- 
late said  elections,”  passed  at  December  session, 
1832,  itis  provided  “that  the  election  of  representa- 
tives from  this  state,  to  serve  in  the  congress  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  made  by  the  citizens  of 
this  state,  fkc.  on  the  first  Monday  of  October  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three, 
and  on  the  same  day  in  every  second  year  there- 
after, &c.  and  that  if  at  any  time  thereafter  a spe- 


cial or  extra  session  of  congress  should  be  called 
to  commence  at  such  period  as  to  make  it  ne- 
cessary, in  the  opinion  of  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil that  the  representatives  in  congress  from  this 
state  should  be  chosen  before  the  time  fixed  by  law 
for  such  election,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
governor  and  council,  by  proclamation,  to  be  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers  throughout  the  state,  and 
otherw’ise  at  least  thirty  days  before  the  time  to  be 
appointed  for  the  election  by  said  proclamation,  to 
appoint  a day  for  the  election  as  aforesaid,  of  the 
said  representatives  in  congress,  &c.”  And  whereas, 
the  president  of  the  United  States  has,  by  procla- 
mation, called  a special  meeting  or  extra  session  of 
congress  to  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  Sep- 
tember next,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  governor 
and  council,  makes  it  necessary  that  the  represen- 
tatives in  congress  from  this  state  should  be  chosen 
before  the  time  fixed  by  the  law  for  such  election. 

Now,  therefore,  I Thomas  W.  Veazey,  governor 
of  the  state  of  Maryland,  do  by  this  my  PROCLA- 
MATION, appoint  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  July 
next,  being  the  26th  day  of  that  month,  as  the  day 
for  the  election  of  representatives  in  congress  from 
this  state,  to  serve  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
Ststes. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  this  sixth  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-seven,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
stales  the  sixty-first.  Thomas  W.  Veazey. 

By  the  governor, 

Tho.  Culbreth,  clerk  oflhe  council. 

Mr.  Norris’  locomotive  engine.  The  Na- 
tional Gazette  of  Saturday  last  records  the  follow- 
ing facts,  respecting  the  performance  of  a new  lo- 
comotive of  Mr.  Wm.  Norris’  on  the  Columbia 
rail  road. 

“We  have  been  furnished  by  a friend  with  the  fol- 
lowing particulars,  from  Mr.  Phleger,  the  engineer, 
of  the  performance  of  a locomotive  engine,  recently 
constructed  for  the  state,  at  the  manufactory  of  Mr. 
Norris,  at  Bush-hill.  The  engine  left  Columbia 
with  a train  of  31  cars,  and  after  attaching  five 
more,  at  several  depots  on  the  road,  making  a total 
load  of  172  tons  in  36  cars,  proceeded  to  Philadel 
phia.  \\  ith  this  great  load  of  172  tons,  it  passed 
up  the  Gap  grade  of  49  feet  rise  per  mile,  at  a speed 
of  full  ten  miles  per  hour;  and  on  the  grade  of 
32  feet  rise  per  mile  for  nine  successive  miles,  a 
speed  of  25  miles  per  hour  could  have  been  easily 
attained,  but  the  engineer  was  deterred  therefrom, 
by  the  regulations  of  the  road,  which  limit  the  speed 
of  burthen  trains  to  ten  miles  per  hour.  The  whole 
distance,  82  miles,  was  travelled  in  the  usual  run- 
ning time,  and  the  engine  repeatedly  started  the 
train  from  a slate  of  rest,  on  several  of  the  highest 
grades  and  in  short  curves,  without  slackening  the 
coupling  chains  of  the  cars.  This  performance,  it 
is  said,  has  never  been  equalled  by  any  other  loco- 
motive engine  of  the  same  weight,  nine  tons,  in  Eu- 
rope or  America,  and  is  considered  the  regular  daily 
rate  of  travelling.” 

Colonization  society — 4th  of  July.  The 
American  colonization  society  h?s  often  acknow- 
ledged its  obligations  to  the  reverend  clergy  of  the 
United  States  for  their  friendship  and  support,  and 
especially  for  their  appeals  in  its  behalf,  on  or  about 
the  fourth  of  July  for  several  years  past,  to  their 
respective  congregations.  Indeed,  the  contribu- 
tions thence  arising  have  been,  during  that  period, 
the  chief  sources  of  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the 
society;  and  without  them,  the  full  advantages  of 
the  colonizing  scheme  might,  to  this  day,  be  some- 
what problematical.  The  pecuniary  aid  obtained 
through  the  zeal  and  eloquence  of  the  ministers  of 
the  gospel  has  enabled  the  society  to  carry  on  its 
operations  with  a degree  of  success  more  efficacious 
than  argument  in  propitiating  the  public  mind  to 
the  cause.  The  measures  adopted  for  relieving  the 
society  from  its  pecuniary  embarrassments  have  not 
yet  entirely  removed  it,  and  have  necessarily  con- 
tracted the  scale  of  active  operations.  Liberal  con- 
tributions during  the  present  year  will  go  far  to- 
wards enabling  the  managers  to  consummate  plans 
of  improvement  at  the  colony,  in  the  success  of 
which  the  most  judicious  friends  of  the  cause  be- 
live  that  its  best  interests  are  involved. 

Since  the  last  national  anniversary  many  religious 
assemblies  have  recommended  the  colonization  so- 
ciety to  the  exertions  of  their  ministers  and  consti- 
tuents. We  respectfully  beg  leave  to  press  these 
recommendations  not  only  on  those  to  whom  they 
were  especially  addressed,  but  on  every  other  mi- 
nister of  tfie  gospel  in  the  United  States,  of  whatever 
denomination.  The  reverend  clergy  are  assured 
that  their  aid,  most  important  as  it  has  always  been, 
is  now  indispensable,  if  the  cause  is  to  go  onward. 

Washington,  June,  1837. 


American  Institute.  At  a meeting  of  the 
American  Institute  of  the  city  of  New  York,  held 
at  Clinton  Hall,  in  said  city,  on  the  18th  day  of 
May,  1837,  it  was 

Resolved  1st.  That  the  present  condition  of  our 
commercial  community  generally  is  that  of  the  most 
painful  embarrassment,  and  that  the  distress  is  ra- 
pidly extending  to  all  the  other  occupations  neid  de- 
partments of  productive  industry,  and  that  thousands 
of  our  most  industrious  and  useful  citizens  have 
been  dismissed,  by  their  employers,  and  their  wages, 
the  sole  reliance  for  their  daily  food,  their  clothing 
and  habitations,  have  within  a few  days  been  en- 
tirely cut.  off. 

2d.  That  it  is  of  vital  importance,  that  the  causes 
of  this  wide-spread  distress  should  be  early  and  ful- 
ly understood,  so  that  remedies,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, may  be  provided  for  existing  evils,  and  preven- 
tives to  guard  against  future  evils. 

3d.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  institute,  the  mul- 
titude of  discordant  views  promulgated,  in  relation 
to  the  causes  of  our  present  disastrous  condition, 
have  led  to  popular  errors,  that  have  in  a measure 
filmed  the  public  mind  from  the  accumulating  debt 
in  favor  of  foreign  nations,  which  the  repeal  of 
countervailing  protective  duties  his  swelled  against 
us,  which  is  now  pressing  on  our  banks,  and  inca- 
pacitating them  from  administering  relief  to  their 
suffering  customers. 

4th.  That  the  only  way  to  correct  the  public 
mind,  and  restore  confidence,  regularity  and  pros- 
perity, is  by  the  dissemination  of  correct  knowdedge 
among  the  people,  as  to  the  prominent  causes  of  our 
embarrassment,  and  by  producing  a general  concert 
of  action  in  applying  suitable  remedies. 

5th.  It  was  also  resolved.  That  a general  conven- . 
tion  of  representatives  from  all  the  productive  por- 
tions of  our  country,  without  distinction  of  parties, 
for  the  purpose  of  a full  and  candid  exchange  of 
sentiments,  and  a thorough  investigation  of  cause 
and  effect,  and  concert  in  action,  would  greatly 
conduce  to  a favorable  state  of  things,  and,  it  is 
hoped,  hereafter  may  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
those  evils  with  which  we  are  now'  visited;  and  that 
it  be  recommended,  that  the  said  convention  be  held 
at  Philadelphia,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  August,  1837,  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M. 
and  that  it  consist  of  business  men,  selected  from 
the  productive  classes,  and  that  they  continue,  by 
adjournment,  to  meet  until  the  desired  object  be  at- 
tained. 

6th.  It  was  further  resolved,  That,  as  the  Ameri- 
can Institute  was  incorporated  to  encourage  agri- 
culture, commerce,  manufactures  and  the  arts,  in 
this  state  and  the  United  States,  it  is  peculiarly  ap- 
propriate, that  it  should  recommend  and  forward 
such  measures  as  are  calculated  to  advance  the 
great  interests  of  industry,  and  produce  a sound  and 
healthy  state  of  things;  and  especially  on  occasions 
like  the  present,  when  the  banks  acknowledge  their 
inability  to  supply  the  requisite  circulating  me- 
dium, and  every  occupation  is  experiencing  the 
most  intense  suffering. 

7th.  It  was  finally  resolved,  That  in  order  to  ren- 
der this  convention  effective,  and  procure  a full  re- 
presentation of  business  men,  delegates  be  invited 
from  all  the  states — the  cotton  growing  as  well  as 
the  grain  growing,  manufacturing  and  commercial 
— from  cities,  counties,  towns  and  agricultural  so- 
cieties, incorporated  manufacturing  and  mechanic 
associations,  as  well  as  rail  road  and  canal  compa- 
nies, and  that  a committee  be  appointed,  on  behalf 
of  this  institute,  to  consult  w ith  the  friends  of  na- 
tional industry,  and  solicit  the  concurrence  of  all 
those  friendly  to  the  foregoing  objects;  and  that 
meetings  be  held  at  an  early  day,  to  elect  delegates 
to  respond  to  this  recommendation;  and  that  suita- 
ble papers  be  prepared  and  published,  in  order  to 
give  publicity  to  the  convention  and  its  objects,  and 
to  impress  on  all  interested  the  necessity  of  general 
attendance,  concert  and  co-operation. 

James  Tallmadge,  president. 
Edwin  Williams,  recording  secretary. 

T.  B.  Wakeman,  corresponding  secretary. 

New  mail  arrangements.  The  transporta- 
tion of  the  great  western  mail  from  Baltimore  to 
Wheeling,  under  the  new  arrangement,  has  been 
undertaken  by  those  efficient  contractors,  Messrs. 
Stockton  & Stokes.  They  are  to  run  through  at 
the  speed  of  seven  miles  an  hour,  running  time. 

The  transportation  of  the  same  mail  from  Wheel- 
ing to  Cincinnati,  has  been  undertaken  by  Mr.  Otho 
Hmton,  who  is  understood  to  be  the  agent  of  Nrel, 
Moore  & Co.  Their  ability  to  perform  their  con- 
tracts is  unquestionable.  They  are  to  run  between 
Wheeling  and  Columbus,  at  the  rate  of  six,  seven, 
eight  or  nine  miles  an  hour,  as  may  be  required  by 
tbe-department,  but  at  a less  speed  on  the  balance 
of  the  road. 
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This  improvement  will  enable  the  department  to 
send  the  great  mail  from  New  York,  through  Bal- 
timore, to  Cincinnati  in  four  and  a half  days — to 
Louisville  in  less  than  five  and  a half—  and  if  an 
efficient  daily  steamboat  line  be  obtained  on  the 
rivers,  to  New  Orleans,  by  that  route,  in  twelve 
days. 

This  arrangement  through  to  Louisville  will  go 
into  operation  on  the  first  of  July  next. 

The  carrying  of  the  express  mail  from  Baltimore 
or  Washington  to  Cincinnati,  has  been  let  at  the 
reduced  price  of  a little  over  $113  per  mile;  being 
-ti)  per  cent,  lower  than  the  same  service  on  the 
southern  line.  This  mail  will  run  through  to  Cin- 
cinnati in  three  and  a half  days  from  New  York. 
The  service  will  commence  on  the  first  of  July. 

The  western  and  south  western  branches  of  this 
mail  will  be  let  in  July,  and  go  into  operation  pro- 
bably about  the  first  of  October  next.  [Globe. 

ITEMS  ABOUT  THE  CURRENCY,  &C. 

A b ink  convention  was  held  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  on 
Mon  lay  the  5th  inst.  which  was  organized  by  ap- 
pointing Mr.  Hubbard  of  St.  Clairsville,  chairman, 
an'l  Mr.  Delafisld,  of  Columbus,  secretary. 

Twenty-nine  banks  were  represented,  and  an 
exhibit  of  their  situation  submitted,  of  a very  satis- 
factory character.  Among  the  resolutions  adopted, 
was  one,  that  the  banks  would  not  dispose  of  any  of 
their  specie  on  hand — another,  that  they  receive  the 
notes  of  anj'’  of  the  banks  in  payment  of  debts  due 
the  banks;  but  not  in  payment  of  notes  received  for 
collection,  nor  on  deposit? — that  they  would  resume 
specie  payments  as  soon  as  the  banks  at  the  east, 
and  in  the  neighboring  states  commenced  redeem- 
ing their  paper  in  specie,  &c. 

Missouri  Slate  bank.  The  Missouri  Republi- 
can states  that  the  debts  due  in  St.  Louis  to  the 
agency  of  the  Commercial  bank  of  Cincinnati,  have 
been  transferred  to  the  State  bank  of  Missouri,  on 
that  institution  agreeing  to  assume  the  whole  debt 
at  Cincinnati,  in  instalments  of  one  and  two  years, 
at  an  interest  o!',5  per  cant. 

A good  eramole.  It  is  stated  in  a slip  from  the 
New  Orleans  Courier  of  2d  June  that,  “the  stock- 
holders of  the  Cirrolton-  bank  are  notified  to  meet 
on  the  loth  instant,  when  a statement  of  the  alfairs 
of  t!i?  institution  will  be  laid  before  them.” 

Florida.  Speaking  of  the  pressure  and  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  the  Pensacola 
Gizelte  says: — “Amid  the  general  distress,  the 
bank  of  Pensacola  still  stands  firm.  It  has  already 
done  itself  listing  honor.  Its  paper  is  as  good  as 
silver  or  gold,  and  we  understand  that  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  directors  to  pay  out  specie  for  every 
dollar  of  its  paper.  The  effect  of  this  will  certainly 
be,  that  its  bills  will  come  back  upon  it,  and  it  will 
be  compelled  to  confine  its  operations  within  a very 
limited  sphere.  But  this  would  necessarily  be  the 
case,  in  the  present  state  of  the  times,  whether  its 
specie  capital  were  much  or  little,  and  those  who 
have  the  management  of  the  institution,  will  at 
least  have  the  satisfaction  to  reflect  that  the  bank 
has  fully  and  to  the  letter,  complied  with  its  en- 
gagements.” 

The  Easton  (Pa.)  Argus  gives  the  following  spe- 
cimens of  the  “currency”  circulating  in  that  town. 

“This  ticket  entitles  the  bearer  to  a bloodworsht, 
weighing  four  pounds.” 

“This  ticket  entitles  the  holder  to  a snifter  of 
lemonade,  with  aflv  in  it.” 

“This  ticket  will  hold  good  for  a sheep’s  tongue, 
2 crackers,  and  a glass  of  red  eye.” 

“Good  to  the  bearer  for  a pretzel  and  a pint  of 
beer.” 

The  citizens  of  T dlahasse,  Florida,  have  appoint- 
ed a committee  of  five  to  cause  to  be  printed  bank 
tickets  for  the  purpose  of  change,  from  six  and  one- 
fourth  to  fifty  cents.  Not  to  exceed  iti  amount, 
five  thousand  dollars,  which  tickets  are  to  b?  filled 
and  signed  by  a president  and  secretary,  appointed 
by  the  committee,  and  to  be  paid  out  to  those  who 
may  want  them,  for  current  bank  notes — which 
notes  shall  be  deposited  in  either  of  the  banks  in 
Tallahassee,  to  be  held  as  a fund  to  redeem  the  said 
tickets  and  pay  the  expense  of  printing. 

The  citizens  of  Key  West  have  agreed  to  receive 
Mexican  doubloons  at  $16  and  Spanish  doubloons 
at  $17  each,  until  the  value  of  the  same  shall  be 
altered  by  a meeting  of  the  citizens  called  for  that 
purpose.  The  same  meeting  which  fixed  the  above 
standard  passed  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  decrease  the  amount 
of  bank  notes  now  in  circulation,  we  do  agree  that 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July,  we  will  not  re- 
ceive any  Fiorida  or  western  notes,  except  at  a dis- 
count of  five  per  cent,  and  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  September,  we  will  not  receive  said  Florida 


and  western  notes,  except  at  a discount  of  ten  per 
cent;  it  being  understood  that  these  rates  may  at 
any  time  be  altered  by  a meeting  of  the  citizens 
called  for  that  purpose. 

Currency  in  the  west.  The  Nashville  Transcript 
of  the  3d  instant  says — 

The  selling  rate  of  U.  S.  bank  notes  is  from  10  to 
15  percent,  premium,  while  the  buying  rate  is  just 
what  the  holder  can  be  induced  to  take,  say  from  7 
to  10  per  cent. 

Kentucky  and  Virginia  commands  a premium  of 
from  6 to  10  per  cent.  Alabama  State  bank  notes 
payable  atDecatur,  Huntsville  and  Montgomery,  and 
Louisiana  notes  are  received  on  deposite'.  Yeatman, 
Woods  & Co’s,  paper  is  not  taken  by  the  bank,  but 
no  difference  is  submitted  to  out  of  doors.  The  dis- 
count on  Mississippi  paper  is  very  great — say  from 
15  to  25  per  cent. 

The  banks  are  calling  in  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent, 
every  four  months.  They  decline  all  new  trans- 
actions. 

The  New  Orleans  Bullelin  of  the  2d  inst.  says — 
“We  learn  that  U.  S.  bank  paper  has  been  selling 
for  the  last  five  days,  in  this  city  at  eight  per  cent, 
premium,  for  city  bank  notes.” 

American’  Sunday  schoot.  union,  Phila- 
delphia. At  the  thirteenth  anniversary  meeting 
of  this  society,  on  the  23d  ult.  the  secretary  read 
the  annual  report  of  its  operations  from  an  abstract 
of  which,  in  the  United  States  Gazette,  we  present 
the  following  particulars:  42  new  auxiliaries  have 
been  received  during  the  year,  embracing  numer- 
ous teachers  and  children.  Of  the  13,00  auxilia- 
ries, only  164  have  reported  this  year,  from  which 
we  gather  the  following  facts:  number  of  schools 
2,126;  teachers  23,737;  scholars  167,816;  volumes 
in  libraries  201,83.9;  number  of  individuals  who 
have  made  a profession  of  religion  during  the  past 
year  in  these  schools  is  stated  to  be  764  teachers. 
1,850  scholars. 

The  number  of  new  publications  issued  by  the 
society  during  the  last  year  is  thirty-three,  of 
which  twenty-two  are  original,  making  an  aggre- 
gate of  3,354  pages. 

The  whole  number  of  volumes  composing  the 
catalogue  of  the  society  is  400  bound,  and  about 
150  works  in  paper  covers.  Thirty-five  hundred 
copies  of  the  annual  have  been  sold — and  the  num- 
ber of  volumes  printed  in  the  year  of  different 
works,  is  890,662;  of  infant  school  lessons,  pamph- 
lets, journals,  &c.  94,600;  making  about  sixty-two 
millions  of  pages.  In  the  aggregate  of  volumes  are 
included  89,590  copies  of  the  Union  Questions:  and 
in  the  aggregate  of  pages,  84,600  copies  of  the 
Sunday  School  Journal. 

The  amount  of  publications  sentto  depositories  in 
the  year  was  $34,414  75,  the  amount  sold  at  the 
Philadelphia  depository  was  $41,041  96;  making 
the  whole  amount  thus  disposed  of,  $75,456  71, 
being  $2,700  above  the  business  of  the  previous 
year.  The  actual  receipts  from  sales  in  the  same 
period  were  $39,268  04. 

The  amount  expended  for  copy  rights.  See.  &c. 
is  $53,644  60 

The  amount  expended  upon  the  operations  of 
missionaries  in  Mississippi,  was  $14,693  48,  includ- 
ing a balance  of  $ 958  27  due  for  the  previous  year, 
while  the  receipts  for  the  year  were  only  $10,744  82, 
showing  an  expenditure  on  account  of  this  fund  of 
$3,94S  66  beyond  the  receipts. 

The  receipts  of  the  southern  fund  were  36,347  99, 
which  with  the  unappropriated  balance  of  $6,781  13, 
makes  $13,129  12.  The  amount  expended  is 
$6,436  53,  leaving  a balance  of  $6,692  59,  for 
which  engagements  are  already  incurred  in  the 
southern  states. 

The  receipts  of  the  general  fund  were  $15,832 
99.  The  receipts  for  the  whole  year  ending  March 
1,  1837,  have  been  $76,13605,  the  obligations  of  the 
society  $122,931  59  cents.  [A.  Y.  Courier. 

Singular  correspondence.  From  the  New 
York  New  Era.  Mr.  Editor:  You  will  probably 
recollect  of  publishing  an  extract  from  a London 
paper  some  time  last  fall,  respecting  the  present 
condition  of  Miss  Hannah  Bloomfield,  daughter  of 
Robert  Bloomfield,  author  of  the  Farmers’  Boy, &c. 
Also,  an  extract  from  a communication  of  mine  on 
the  subject,  with  some  editorial  remarks.  You  will 
also  recollect  of  forwarding  a missive  from  me  to  the 
lady  in  question. 

As  there  is  no  binding  secrecy  about  the  affair, 
and  the  circumstances  having  elicited  some  curiosity 
among  my  female  acquaintances,  which  I have  no 
objection  to  gratify,  I submit  the  correspondence  to 
your  discretion.  Below  you  have  a copy. 

“ New  York,  October  20,  1836. 

“Dear  Madam:  Imagine  my  surprise  on  seeing 
an  extract  from  a London  paper  containing  an  ad- 


vertisement Irom  the  daughter  of  Robert  Bloomfield, 
once  a popular  poet  in  England,  and  for  a situation 
as  governess,  or  nurse,  in  some  gentleman’s  family. 

“Now,  if  you  are  young  and  handsome,  and  pos- 
sess any  of  your  worthy  father’s  genius,  and  will 
leave  your  native  land  and  come  to  America,  your 
poetical  glory  shall  not  be  obscured  by  menial  ser- 
vitude. 'But  you  shall  be  blessed  with  a young  hus- 
band, who  is  amply  able  to  support  you  above  the 
frowns  of  poverty,  and  will  remit  to  you  money 
enough  to  bear  you  across  the  ocean  wave  to  our 
hospitable  shores. 

“ You  no  doubt  will  deem  this  a romantic  propo- 
sition; I only  hope  it  may  prove  a ‘romance  in  real 
life.’  With  much  respect,  I am,  yours  truly, 

<(****  ******* 

“To  Miss  Hannah  Bloomfield,  London.” 

ANSWER. 

“Bury  St.  Edmund’s,  Suffolk,  January  20,  1837. — 
At  Mrs.  George  Bloomfield’s,  2 High  Baxter  street. 

“Sir:  It  is  singular  that  the  only  notice  my  adver- 
tisement has  ever  received,  though  three  times  re- 
peated, should  have  come  from  so  distant  a land. — 
It  is  very  gratifying  to  me  to  know  that  my  father’s 

Virtues,  CIO  well  ao  hio  pnoii ool  manfo,  aro  Jlistly  03“ 

teemed  in  your  country,  and  that  to  your  sense  of 
them  is  owing  your  sympathy  for  his  children.  As 
I cannot  permit  myself  to  doubt  the  goodness  of 
your  motives  for  your  singular  and  romantic  propo- 
sal, I will  answer  it  candidly. 

“Were  I inclined  to  leave  my  native  land,  which 
I confess  I should  hesitate  to  do,  with  the  fairest 
hopes,  I could  not  avail  myself  of  your  offer,  gene- 
rous as  it  is,  for  you  have  assumed  for  me  youth 
and  beauty.  When  you  hear  that  I am  the  eldest 
of  my  father’s  children,  you  will  not,  perhaps,  be 
surprised  that  I am  forty-five  years  old.  Perhaps 
my  want  of  success  in  getting  a situation  (for  I am 
still  seeking),  is  owing  as  much  to  this  as  to  deli- 
cate health,  and  to  my  never  having  yet  been  in  ser- 
vice, since  it  has  been  objected  to  in  the  few  chan- 
ces which  private  friendship  has  offered  to  me. — 
But  the  reason  my  advertisements  have  not  been 
noticed,  is  probably  owing  to  their  not  having  been 
seen  by  any  who  are  interested  in  the  name,  for,  in 
the  crowd  of  other  claimants  to  notice,  I have  but  a 
bad  chance. 

“My  father  had  not  to  complain,  nor  have  his 
children,  that  his  talents  and  his  virtues  were  not 
duly  appreciated  in  his  own  country;  it  was  from  the 
sale  which  his  poems  found  that  he  was  able  to 
maintain  and  bring  up  his  family.  But  he  lived 
twenty-two  years  after  the  publication  of  the  ‘Far- 
mers’ Boy,’  and  has  been  dead  thirteen  years. — 
In  that  time  sale  must  naturally  decline,  and,  by 
the  expiration  of  copy-light,  they  having  become 
public  property,  his  family  have  long  ceased  to  de- 
rive any  benefit  from  them. 

“I  was,  I think,  unfortunate  in  not  trying  to  get 
into  service  at  the  time  of  my  father’s  death,  when, 
public  sympathy  being  excited,  I might  perhaps 
have  succeeded.  But  I then  accepted  the  proposal 
of  a benevolent  and  weathy  old  gentleman,  to  estab- 
lish me  in  a boarding-school,  under  his  own  roof. — 
He  was  very  eccentric  and  much  engaged  in  various 
litigations,  which  prevented  the  execution  of  his 
designs;  but,  as  the  excellence  of  his  heart  was 
beyond  a doubt,  my  friends  persuaded  me  to  remain 
with  him  and  rely  on  his  generosity,  which  I did 
for  some  years,  till  I could  no  longer  have  faith  in 
the  soundness  of  his  mind — -and  the  result  has  prov- 
ed my  fears  were  too  well  grounded,  as  he  has 
since  been  pronounced  insane  by  a commission  of 
lunacy. 

“I  should  apologize  for  my  tediousness,  but  I 
wish  to  account  for  my  not  being  yet  able  to  maintain 
my  independence.  I have  no  independence  but 
my  own  exertions,  and  friends  who  are  too  poor  to 
bear  well  their  own  burdens.  I am  now  on  a visit 
in  my  father’s  native  county,  and  shall  soon  return 
to  London,  where  I have  two  brothers,  one  married, 
and  a married  sister.  My  mother  died  two  years 
ago.  One  of  my  father’s  sisters  lies  buried  in  your 
country,  at  Alexandria,  and  also  a cousin  in  your 
city.  I am,  sir,  respectfully  yours, 

“Hannah  Bloomfield. 

“To  Mr.  ****  *******, A To. st  New  York.” 

Statistics  of  New  York.  From  Williams’ 
Annual  Register  for  1837,  just  published  by  the 
Messrs.  Carvill.  There  are  in  the  state  of  New 
York  798  towns  and  9 cities.  The  population  of 
the  city  of  New  York  in  1830  was  202,589;  in  1835, 
it  was  270,089.  There  are,  at  present,  124  incor- 
porated villages  in  this  state.  The  villages  are  go- 
verned by  a president  and  trustees,  who  are  annual- 
ly elected  by  the  people.  The  whole  number  of  per- 
sons in  the  state  of  N.  York  in  1825  was  1,616,458; 
in  183%  the  number  was  2,174,517,  In  182-5,  there 
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were  in  the  state  7,160,967  acres  of  improved  land. 
In  1835,  there  were  were  9,655,426  acres  of  im- 
proved land  in  the  state.  There  are  1,746  post 
offices.  The  amount  of  tolls  collected  on  all  the 
New  York  canals  in  1836  was  $1,614,336  43.  The 
number  of  boats  registered  in  the  comptroller’s  of- 
fice, as  navigating  the  canals  in  1836,  was  3,167; 
the  total  number  of  clearances  on  all  the  canals  in 
1836  was  67,270.  There  are  11  rail  roads  now  in 
operation  in  the  state;  total  number  of  miles  233. 
The  total  amount  of  sales  by  auction  in  1836  was 
$53,253,292  98.  There  are  in  the  state  of  New 
York  11  banks  for  savings.  The  capital  of  the 
marine  insurance  companies  in  the  city  of  New 
York  is  $5,650,000.  Of  fire  insurance  companies, 
$5,600,000.  The  capital  of  the  insurance  compa- 
nies, exclusive  of  those  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
is  $4,026,731.  In  the  custom  house,  in  this  city, 
there  are  employed  in  the  collector’s  department, 
54  clerks;  in  the  naval  office,  13;  in  the  surveyor’s 
office,  6 clerks;  in  the  appraisers’  office,  8 clerks. 
There  are  109  inspectors,  11  night  watch  and  8 
boat  hands.  The  number  of  arrivals  in  the  port  of 
New  York  from  foreign  countries,  in  1336,  was 
2,293.  There  have  arrived  at  this  port  266.493 
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six  years.  The  assessment  of  real  estate  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  in  1836,  was  $233,742,303;  of 
personal  estate,  $75,758,617.  The  total  number  of 
interments  in  the  city  of  New  York  during  the 
year  1836  was  8,009;  the  total  number  of  inter- 
ments since  1324  is  81,467.  The  present  number 
of  whale  ships  owned  by  individuals  and  compa- 
nies in  this  state  is  55;  tonnage  over  16,000  tons, 
employing  a capital  of  over  $1,500,000,  and  crews 
of  about  1,350  men.  There  were  in  the  Auburn 
state  prison,  in  December,  1836,  652  convicts;  in 
the  Sing  Sing  prison,  in  September,  1836,  726  con- 
victs. 

Manufactures — The  value  of  manufactured  arti- 
cles in  the  state  was  $60,669,067.  The  value  of 
manufactured  articles  in  the  city  of  New  York  in 
1835  was  $2,788,347.  There  are  8 glass  factories 
in  the  state,  and  2 chain  cable  factories. 

The  number  of  attorneys  and  counsellors  in  the 
state  in  1837  is  2,161. 

The  number  of  practising  physicians  and  sur- 
geons  in  the  state  is  2,876 . 

The  number  of  clergy  in  the  state  in  1837  wras 
2,192. 

The  number  of  rank  and  file  in  the  state,  by  the 
military  returns  of  1836,  was  193,610.  [TVm.es. 

EXTENSIVE  INUNDATION— GREAT  AND 
FATAL  CALAMITY. 

From  ihc  Baltimore  American  of  yesterday. 

By  farthe  most  extensive  and  destructive  calamity 
with  which  the  city  of  Baltimore  has  ever  been  vi- 
sited was  experienced  on  Wednesday  night.  The 
heavy  showers  of  rain  which  descended  on  that 
night  caused  a sudden  and  extraordinary  rise  of  the 
waters  of  Jones’  Falls,  tearing  up  the  mill  dams  and 
wooden  bridges  which  cross  the  upper  parts  of  that 
stream,  and  bringing  them  down  ‘against  the  stone 
bridges  within  the  city  limits.  The  arches  of  the 
latter  being  thus  obstructed,  and  rapidly  choked  up 
by  the  timber,  plank  and  other  wooden  fragments 
swept  awray  from  above,  the  waters  rose  with  a 
ftarful  rapidity  about  one  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
spreading  over  a large  space  of  the  lower  parts  of 
the  city  to  a greater  or  less  height,  and  doing  most 
extensive  injury  as  well  as  to  those  districts  as  to 
the  improved  property  binding  on  each  side  of  the 
Falls. 

A calamity  so  sudden,  so  unlooked  for  and  so 
wide-spread  in  its  effects,  occurring  too  at  the  dead 
hour  of  night,  was  not,  we  regret  to  say,  confined  to 
the  loss  ot  property  only — a number  of  lives  were 
also  lost,  including  among  other  cases,  a whole 
family  of  five  persons — father,  mother  and  three 
children— who  were  awakened  from  their  sleep  to 
meet  at  a moment’s  warning  a simultaneous  death. 
The  precise  number  of  those  who  perished  is  not 
ascertained  at  the  time  we  are  writing,  but  we  hope 
to  be  able  'to  make,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  ac- 
curate statement  before  this  paper  is  closer!.’ 

. We  devoted  some  hours,  yesterday  to  the  heart- 
sickening  duty  of  examining  this  extended  scene 
of  devastation,  but  in  attempting  a description  of  it 
we  are  fully  satisfied  that  nothing  which  we  can 
say  on  the  subject  will  furnish  the* reader  with  an 
adequate  idea  of  its  character  and  magnitude. 

Those  only  who  have  gone  over  the  ground  as 
we  have  done,  and  witnessed  in  detail  the  effects  of 
the  freshet,  can  duly  estimate  the  nature  of  the 
calamity  which  in  a few  hours  has  visited  with 
damage  or  ruin  some  hundreds  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens. 

The  damage  within  the  city,  as  we  have  already 
stated,  was  caused  by  the  obstructiou  of  the  pas- 
sages of  the  stone  bridges,  of  which  there  are  three. 


viz:  at  Gay  street,  Baltimore  street  and  Pratt  street. 
That  at  Gay  street  has  a single  arch,  that  at  Bal- 
timore street  has  two  arches  and  that  at  Pratt  street 
three  arches.  The  last  named  was  the  first  to  be- 
come obstructed  by  the  descending  timbers,  and 
that  at  Baltimore  street  was  soon  after  in  the  same 
condition.  The  bridge  at  Gay  street  apparently 
passed  all  the  smaller  fragments  until  the  new 
wooden  bridge  at  Centre  street  was  swept,  bodily, 
from  its  abutments  and  lodged  against  it.  These 
obstructions  forced  the  waters  into  new  channels 
and  consequently  rendered  the  destruction  of  pro- 
perty greater  in  the  vicinity  of  the  bridges. 

Beginning  with  our  details,  for  the  sake  of  clear- 
ness, at  the  upper  line  of  the  Falls,  we  have  to  slate 
that  for  some  miles  up  that  stream,  the  banks  on 
both  sides  were  overflowed.  In  many  places  large 
portions  of  the  banks  have  fallen  in,  and  great  da- 
mage was  done  to  the  turnpike.  Where  the  land 
lies  low,  fences  and  sheds  were  carried  away,  and 
whole  fields  of  grain  entirely  inundated  and  destroy- 
ed. Many  persons  residing  near  the  stream  nar- 
rowly escaped  with  their  lives,  while  others,  it  is 
said,  were  drowmed  before  they  could  leave  their 
honoco,  or  being  swept  off  in  them,  were  swallowed 
up  in  the  waters. 

The  first  bridge  of  any  consequence  over  the 
Falls  is  about  two  miles  from  the  city,  where  the 
road  crosses  the  stream,  at  the  first  turnpike  gate. 
The  gate  keeper,  roused  by  the  noise  of  the  waters, 
left  his  house  with  his  family  and  immediately 
awakened  the  occupants  of  three  frame  dwellings 
adjoining  his  own.  He  had  scarcely  succeeded  in 
getting  all  the  families  out  before  the  bridge  was 
swept  off,  carrying  with  it  the  four  dwellings. 

At  the  Lanville  cotton  factory  much  damage  was 
done  by  the  rise  of  the  water,  and  the  mill  dam 
swept  away.  The  dam  at  Belvidere  bridge  was 
also  carried  away,  but  the  bridge  itself  sustained  no 
injury.  This  dam  supplies  the  present  reservoirs 
ot  the  Water  company.  The  race  leading  from  it 
is  injured  considerably  by  the  falling  of  a part  of 
the  wall  of  one  side.  Other  parts  of  the  company’s 
works  have  also  sustained  damage. 

The  small  mill  at  Madison  street,  and  several 
small  tenements  adjoining  were  immersed,  but  little 
damage  was  sustained. 

Adjoining  them,  is  the  extensive  mail  coach  fac- 
tory of  Messrs.  Stockton  & Stokes,  the  fences  around 
which  were  swept  away,  and  a large  amount  of  pro- 
perty, such  as  wheels  and  other  parts  of  coaches, 
lumber,  &c.  carried  off.  The  loss  to  the  owners 
will  be  very  material.  The  extensive  tannery  of 
Mr.  George  Appold  was  inundated,  but  sustained, 
we  learn,  but  little  injury.  The  wooden  bridge  at 
Madison  street  is  not  injured,  but  the  abutments  on 
each  side  have  been  so  much  damaged  that  it  is  not 
considered  safe  to  cross  it. 

More  or  less  injury  was  done  to  the  large  tobacco 
and  snuff  manufactory,  and  indeed  to  all  the  pro- 
perty binding  on  the  Falls,  by  having  the  fences  and 
out  houses  carried  away. 

We  now  come  down  to  the  more  improved  and 
thickly  inhabited  parts  of  the  city.  At  Centre 
street  the  Falls  takes  a somewhat  abrupt  turn  and 
here  the  work  of  devastation  began  to  assume  its 
most  serious  aspect.  The  large  wooden  bridge 
recently  erected  here  was  swept  o if  entire.  The 
torrent  here  left  its  accustomed  bed,  and  coming 
down  in  a direct  line  over  the  wall  which  ordinarily 
confines  it.  forced  its  way  through  some  small  tene- 
ments on  the  north  side  of  Centre  street,  and  thence 
directly  across  the  street  into  the  extensive  distil- 
lery premises  of  Messrs.  J.  C.  White  and  Sons. — 
Considerable  damage  was  done  to  the  works,  and 
some  of  the  numerous  buildings  wrere  prostrated, 
but  the  greatest  items  of  loss,  we  learn,  are  in  the 
live  stock,  no  less  than  thirty  to  forty  valuable  hor- 
ses and  fifty  to  sixty  cows  having  been  drowned.- 
The  -waters  rose  to  the  floors  of  the  second  stories, 
and  in  the  Falls  the  flood  was  here  about  twenty 
feet  above  its  bed. 

At  the  intersection  of  Centre  and  North  streets  a 
small  wooden  house  standing  by  itself  was  swept 
away.  The  inmates,  an  elderly  Irishman  and  his 
wife,  were  both  drowned.  The  body  of  the  latter 
was  found  yesterday  morning — that  of  the  husband 
has  not  yet  been  seen. 

The  waters  from  Centre  street  spread  themselves 
over  the  low  grounds  as  far  west  as  Calvert  street, 
inundating  all  that  part  of  the  city  formerly  known 
as  the  Meadow,  and  doing  an  immense  deal  of 
damage.  Included  in  this  section  of  the  city  are 
Davis,  North  and  Holliday  streets  and  the  east  side 
of  Calvert  street,  and  also  the  lower  parts  of  the 
streets  running  east  and  west,  viz: — Bath,  Pleasant 
and  Saratoga  streets. 

The  new  UniVersalist  church  at  the  corner  of 
Calvert  and  Pleasant  streets  bad  a foot  or  two  of 
water  in  its  basement  story.  The  city  spring  was 
inundated  about  a foot  above  the  paved  footways 


within  the  enclosure.  The  private  dwellings  and 
improvements  opposite  to  the  spring  had  more  or 
less  water  in  the  basements  and  first  floors,  and  the 
parlour  floors  of  the  dwelling  of  Mr.  W.  Bromwell, 
at  the  corner  of  Saratoga  and  Calvert  streets,  were 
under  water  a foot  or  two.  Mr.  Stewart’s  carriage 
establishment  escaped  without  injury  of  moment. 

North  street  was  under  water  from  Centre  street 
to  very  near  Lexington  street.  In  the  gas  house 
the  water  was  about  six  feet  high.  No  material 
damage  was  sustained  here,  the  workmen  having 
taken  the  precaution  to  discharge  the  gas  before  the 
water  rose  and  came  in  contact  with  the  red  hot 
retorts  that  were  in  full  action.  As  soon  as  the 
waters  fell,  the  fires  were  again  kindled  at  new  re- 
torts, but  it  is  probable  that  the  interruption  may 
cause  a suspension  of  the  supply  of  gas  for  a night 
or  two. 

The  African  Protestant  Episcopal  church  at  the 
corner  of  North  and  Saratoga  streets  had  about  five 
feet  water  above  the  floor. 

Holliday  street  was  inundated  from  Centre  street 
to  near  Orange  alley.  The  dwellings  and  houses 
on  both  sides  of  the  street,  from  that  of  John  Mc- 
Ivim,  jr.  esq.  inclusive  out  to  Centre  street,  had 
more  or  less  water  in  their  basements  and  parlors. 

The  City  Hall  was  visited  with  water  in  the  of- 
fices on  the  first  floor.  The  adjacent  coach  factory 
of  Mr.  Elisha  Lee  also  sustained  injury. 

The  Presbyterian  church  at  the  coiner  of  Holli- 
day and  Saratoga  streets  was  materially  damaged 
in  the  interior.  The  water  rose  to  the  cushion  on 
the  pulpit  desk,  and  a part  of  the  pews  were  re- 
moved from  their  places. 

The  sexton  of  the  church,  a German  named 
John  IViest,  lived  in  a small  house  adjoining  it. — 
The  whole  family,  consisting  of  Wiest,  his  wife 
and  three  children,  were  asleep  in  a lower  back 
apartment,  and,  sad  to  relate,  were  all  drowned. — 
The  water  rose  to  the  ceiling  of  the  room. 

The  extensive  soap  and  candle  factories  in  this 
quarter,  conducted  respectively  by  Messrs.  Francis 
Hyde  8t  Son,  Samuel  G.  Hyde,  and  T.  N.  Smith 
& Co.  suffered  extensive  damage,  aS  well  from  the 
derangement  of  their  works  as  by  the  loss  in  raw 
materials  and  finished  stock.  The  Falls  in  the  rear 
of  the  factory  of  the  latter,  were  about  sixteen  feet 
above  the  ordinary  level. 

Bath  street  was  under  water  from  Calvert  street 
to  the  Falls.  The  bridge  at  this  point  was  carried 
away,  and  the  banks  on  both  sides  swept.  In 
Bath  street,  near  Holliday,  a large  mass  of  lumber, 
&c.  collected,  which  caused  the  water  to  sweep 
away  the  fronts  of  the  houses  adjacent.  At  the 
corner  of  Bath  and  North  streets  the  water  was  six 
or  seven  feet  high. 

The  bridge  at  Pleasant  street  was  carried  away. 

Finley’s  bath  house  had  five  or  six  feet  water 
above  the  floor. 

The  Catholic  male  free  school  was  inundated 
about  six  feet,  but  sustained,  we  believe,  no  mate- 
rial injury. 

Along  Saratoga  street  east  of  Holliday,  the  pre- 
mises on  the  north  side  running  back  to  the  falls 
were  greatly  damaged  by  the  flood.  The  waters 
here  were  about  ten  feet  high,  and  sought  a chan- 
nel towards  Gay  street,  running  with  great  velocity 
into  Harrison  and  Frederick  streets,  and  tearing 
the  pavements  into  deep  gullies.  The  occupants 
of  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  Gay  street  bridge  have 
been  all  severe  sufferers.  Many  of  them  have  had 
the  goods  in  their  shops  and  stores  totally  ruined. 
The  house  of  Mr.  Roche,  adjoining  the  bridge, 
was  nearly  demolished  by  the  flood  and  floating 
timber.  The  water  swept  over  the  bridge,  high 
as  it  is  in  the  centre.  The  upper  railing  is  car- 
ried away.  The  shot  tower  office  in  Gay  street 
had  about  a foot  of  water  on  the  floor. 

In  Harrison  street  the  wafer  was  about  eight 
feet  deep,  arid  swept  along  with  resistless  fury. — - 
Much  damage  was  sustained  by  the  occupants  of 
shops  and  dwellings. 

In  the  Bazaar,  the  water  covered  almost  every 
thing  in  the  numerous  shops  in  the  lower  story, 
the  owners  of  which  are  very  generally  unable  to 
bear  so  heavy  a loss.  Near  the  corner  of  Balti- 
more street,  an  excavation  had  been  made  for  a 
cellar  door,  all  around  which  and  for  a considera- 
ble distance  towards  Baltimore  street,  the  pavement 
was  torn  up,  and  the  earth  washed  out  to  the  depth 
of  two  or  three  feet.  In  Baltimore  street,  the  wa- 
ter extended  nearly  to  the  bridge  on  the  east,  and 
above  Frederick  street  on  the  west  filling  the  cel- 
lars and  inundating  the  stores.  Those  who  sus- 
tained the  greatest" loss  are  Messrs.  J.  M.  Laroque 
& Co.  druggists,  Messrs.  John  Y/ilson  & Son,  Mr. 
S.  Jacob,  Mr.  C.  Diffendcrffer  and  Messrs.  J.  8c 
A.  Ross,  grocers,  ar.d  Messrs.  J.  & A.  Heron,  ven- 
ders of  dry  goods. 

An  immense  quantity  of  timber  and  fragments  ot 
bridges,  which  came  down  the  stream,  collected  at 
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Baltimore  street  bridge,  and  so  choaked  up  the 
arches  that  the  water  rose  to  within  a few  feet  of  the 
pavement.  About  four  o’clock,  the  accumulation 
became  so  great  that  the  structure  was  unable  to 
resist  the  tremendous  pressure  against  it,  and  a por- 
tion of  the  upper  side  of  the  centre  pier  gave  way 
and  fell  in  to  the  distance  of  six  or  eight  feet  from 
the  edge,  carrying  away  the  whole  of  the  stone 
parapet  and  iron  railing. 

The  foot  bridge  leading  from  the  Bazaar  in  Har 
rison  street  across  the  Falls  to  Front  street, 
swept  away  in  the  early  part  of  the  freshet. 

The  timber,  planks,  &c.  which  were  carried  down 
the  current  of  Harrison  street  made  a lodgment,  i; 
large  quantities  against  the  railing  of  the  Centr 
Fountain,  and  finally  tore  away  a portion  of  the 
railing  and  overturned  the  marble  fountain  from 
which  the  spring  water  flows.  The  interruption  to 
the  course  of  the  current  formed  by  this  impediment 
divided  the  stream  and  caused  the  water  to  flow 
down  both  sides  of  Centre  market  space.  In  the 
rear  of  the  fountain  and  under  the  upper  end  of  th 
market  house  the  pavement  is  torn  up  and  large  holes 
excavated.  Most  of  the  benches,  blocks,"  &c.  in 
the  market  house  were  carried  off. 

On  both  sides  of  Market  Space  all  the  stores  were 
filled,  with  water,  and  large  quantities  of  merchan- 
dise injured.  Where  all  suffered  so  severely  it 
impossible  to  particularise.  In  many  of  the  stores 
the  water  reached  the  ceilings,  destroying  coin 
pletely  every  article  in  them.  In  Swan  street,  a 
short  avenue  running  from  the  Space  to  the  Falls, 
are  several  livery  stables,  from  which  it  was  impos- 
sible to  extricate  the  horses.  These  animals,  when 
the  water  rose  so  high  as  to  lift  them  of  their  feet, 
sustained  themselves  by  swimming  until  they  could 
again  stand  on  the  ground.  Of  all  of  them  one 
horses  only  was  drowned. 

In  Second  street,  from  Frederick  street  to  the 
Falls,  all  the  cellars  and  stores  were  inundated,  and 
much  injury  done.  The  loot  bridge  leading  across 
the  Falls,  from  the  Fish  market,  was  carried  away. 

In  Frederick  street,  from  Baltimore  street' to 
Pratt  street,  all  the  houses  are  in  the  same  condi 
tion.  At  the  corner  of  Water  street  the  pavement 
is  greatly  torn  up. 

In  Concord  street  the  water  was  eight  feet  deep. 
In  Pratt  street,  from  Frederick  street  to  the 
bridge,  the  water  flowed  into  almost  all  the  stores, 
doing  more  or  less  damage.  McElderry’s  and  Du- 
gan’s wharves  and  all  the  ground  between  them  and 
the  falls  were  overflowed,  but,  compared  with  the 
losses  of  some  others,  the  injury  sustained  is  much 
less. 

On  the  Falls  Avenue,  the  water  stood  about  four 
feet  deep.  Between  Water  and  Pratt  streeis,  a 
number  of  carts  and  drays,  and  some  lumber  were 
swept  away,  but  from  Pratt  street  to  the  draw- 
bridge we  could  not  learn  that  any  injury  was  sus- 
tained, the  ground  being  principally  occupied  as 
depositories  of  coal,  lumber,  &c.  Neither  the  draw'- 
bridge  nor  the  bridge  at  Fleet  street  was  injured. 

The  stone  bridge  at  Pratt  street  being  below  all 
the  wooden  structures  W'hich  were  carried  away, 
and  being  composed  of  three  arches,  intercepted 
every  thing  brought  down  by  the  current,  until  an 
immense  mass,  consisting  of  fragments  of  mill  dams, 
bridges,  fences,  sheds,  &c.  was  piled  up  against  it. 
Like  the  stone  bridge  above,  it  could  not  resist  the 
immense  pressure,  and  nearly  one  half  of  the  struc- 
ture gave  way  and  fell. 

On  the  eastern  side  of  the  Falls,  except  on  the 
immediate  margin  of  the  stream,  but  comparative- 
ly little  damage  was  sustained.  Directly  on  the 
banks  various  out  houses,  &lc.  were  carried  away, 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  Gay  street  bridge  the  tannery 
of  Mr.  Win.  Miller  was  swept  clean.  " On  that  side, 
the  water  inundated  all  the  houses  from  Pratt  street 
bridge  to  Baltimore  street,  standing  near  the  banks 
of  the  stream,  and  filled  many  cellars  on  Albemarle 
street.  The  basement  of  Washington  Hall,  occupied 
by  Mr.  Carter,  was  filled  with  water. 

On  the  western  side  of  Front  street,  from  Balti- 
more street  to  Low  street,  all  the  cellars  were  filled 
with  water,  and  the  fences  and  out  houses  swept 
off. 

The  stone  walls  on  both  sides  of  the  Falls,  which 
have  been  erected  since  the  great  flood  of  1817,  are 
more  or  less  injured  and  carried  away. 

We  annex  some  additional  items  from  the  even- 
ing papers  of  Thursday. 

From  the  Gazette. 

A number  of  instances  of  providential  escape  are 
related,  which  we  have  not  now  time  to  insert — one 
of  them  was  the  case  of  a boy  five  years  of  age  who 
was  discovered  floating  on  a bed,  and  was  rescued 
from  the  flood  in  North  street — he  was  supposed  to 
be  the  only  surviver  of  a family  who  occupied  a 
house  that  was  entirely  swept  away. 

Another  instance  was  that  of  a young  man  who 
was  sleeping  soundly  in  the  basement  story  under 


the  Washington  Hall — he  was  awoke  by  the  friendly 
paw  of  a faithful  dog,  when  his  bed  was  nearly 
afloat,  the  sudden  rising  oflhe  flood  leaving  scarce- 
ly a minute’s  time  for  his  escape  from  a watery 
grave. 

The  destruction  of  properly  on  the  line  of  the 
Falls  out  of  the  city,  for  several  miles  in  extent,  is, 
as  we  anticipated,  very  great — and,  we  fear,  the  loss 
of  life  is  not  less  so.  The  bridges,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  have  been  swept  away — houses  have 
been  taken  from  foundations  and  borne  on  the  over- 
whelming flood  to  destruction — immense  trees  torn 
from  their  fastnesses — mill  races  and  dams  destroy- 
ed— indeed  the  destruction  produced  by  this  flood 
can  be  better  imagined  then  described. 

About  two  miles  up  the  Falls,  a family  who  had 
just  finished  a shantee  for  their  residence,  were 
warned  of  their  danger  by  kind  neighbors,  but  they 
told  their  advisers  to  “mind  theirown  business,  that 
they  would  look  out  for  themselves”  and  in  a few 
moments  afterwards  the  shantee  with  its  inmates 
were  carried  off  by  the  current,  and  it  is  supposed 
they  were  all  drowned. 

We  were  informed  by  a miller,  who  resides  about 
three  miles  from  town,  that  he  had  saved,  by  extra- 
ordinary exertions,  the  life  of  a little  boy,  and  that 
there  was  another,  who  manfully  braved  the  storm, 
swarm  to  the  shore  and  thus  saved  his  life — a man 
was  lodged  by  the  current  on  the  top  of  a high  tree, 
and  he  continued  to  cling  to  the  branches  from 
twelve  o’clock  till  seven  this  morning. 

We  learn  from  the  same  source,  that  it  rained  in- 
cessantly and  very  fast  for  about  two  hours,  from  9 
until  II,  when  an  immense  body  of  water  fell  from 
the  clouds,  evidently  the  bursting  of  a water  spout, 
which  produced  an  immediate  and  extraordinary 
rise  of  the  water  in  the  Falls. 

From  the  Patriot. 

We  have  hear  a of  some  narrow  escapes,  two  of 
the  most  extraordinary  of  which  are  the  following — 
Or.e  of  our  German  residents  was  started  from  his 
slumbers  by  the  alarm,  and  on  descending  to  the  first 
floor  found  himself  up  to  his  waist  in  water.  He 
immediately  returned  to  the  sleeping  apartments, 
and  having  taken  his  sister  succeeded  in  forcing  his 
way  out  and  along  the  streets  to  one  of  the  bridges, 
with  the  view  of  crossing  to  Old  Town.  The  bridge 
gave  way  and  carried  both  the  individuals  along 
with  it.  They  floated  down  the  stream  for  some 
distance;  and  finally  succeeded  ingettimg  hold  of  a 
fence  and  extricating  themselves  from  the  water. — 
But  the  stream  continued  to  rise  rapidly,  and  the 
German  was  compelled  to  keep  his  sister  above 
water  by  holding  her  up  by  her  hair.  They  then 
contrived  to  cling  to  a tree,  and  there  remained  till 
morning. 

A boy  of  twelve  or  fourteen,  had  fallen  from  the 
drift,  which  clogged  Baltimore  street  bridge,  into 
the  swollen  and  whirling  current  of  the  river,  and 
being  unable  to  swim  was  passing  rapidly  and  help- 
less down  the  stream,  only  the  top  of  his  head  above 
water,  and  had  once  entirely  disappeared,  when 
two  young  mem  bravely  dashed  into  the  stream  and 
just  as  the  drowning  youth  was  about  to  be  drawn 
under  the  drift  or  lumber,  &c.  which  clogged  in 
ike  manner  the  bridge  below  on  Pratt  street,  he 
was  snatched  exhausted  and  almost  lifeless  from 
death,  and  restored  to  his  family.  The  name  of 
the  humane  and  heroic  person  who  thus  nobly 
at  the  hazard  of  his  own  life  saved  a fellow 
creature,'  probably  unknown  to  him,  is  LEWIS 
SP1ESE,  a young  man  of  this  city,  a mechanic, 
w'hose  humanity  and  heroism  would  in  the  best 
days  of  Rome  have  entitled  him  to  the  laurel 
crown.  He  has,  however,  what  no  doubt  he 
will  esteem  of  far  more  value,  the  delightful 
consciousness  of  having  saved  the  life  of  a fellow 
being,  and  the  hearty  applause  of  the  numerous 
spectators.  We  have  not  learned  the  name  of 
the  other  no  less  ineritous  individual,  who  threw 
himself  into  the  raging  stream  without  recollec- 
tion that  he  could  not  himself  swim;  but  he  trust- 
ed to  a plank  with  which  he  endeavored  fruitless- 
ly to  force  his  way  to  the  rescue  of  the  drowning 
boy. 

Lives  lost  by  the  freshet. 

We  are  indebted  to  J.  I.  Gross,  esq.  coroner,  for 
a list  of  inquests  held  by  him  over  the  bodies  of 
persons  drowned  in  the  freshet  of  Wednesday 
night: — 

Christopher  Wiest,  wife  and  three  children,  Sa- 
ratoga street. 

Dougherty,  corner  of  Concord  and  Water 


James  Kelly,  Henry  Linehan,  Mr.  Donnelly  and 
five  persons  on  the  Falls  road,  names  unknown. 

postcript.  We  learn  from  an  authentic  source 
that  some  damage  was  done  to  the  embankments 
on  the  Susquehanna  rail  road,  but  the  travelling 
will  not  be  impeded  longer  than  a day  or  two.  On 
tne  branch  leading  to  Timonium  several  hundred 
feet  of  embankment  have  given  way,  and  one  or 
two  culverts  were  destroyed. 

A contractor  named  Noonan  lost  seventeen 
horses. 

Seven  persons  resident  on  the  line  of  the  road 
are  reported  to  have  been  drowned,  but  it  is  likely 
the  most,  if  not  the  whole  of  them,  have  been  re- 
ported by  the  coroner. 

The  injury  done  to  the  Falls  turnpike  road  is 
much  greater  than  had  been  previously  stated  to  us. 
The  bed  of  the  road  is  in  many  places  so  much 
washed  awrny  as  to  be  impassable,  and  we  learn 
that,  besides  the  bridge  at  the  first  turnpike  gate, 
another  bridge  over  the  Falls,  about  six  miles  from 
the  ally  was  also  swept  off. 

The  editor  of  the  Baltimore  Chronicle  has  been 
furnished  with  the  following  statement  of  the  injury 
done  to  the  dams  on  Jones’  Falls,  including  a dis- 
tance of  six  miles  from  Baltimore: 

Pedin’s  factory  dam,  partially  injured. 

Washington  do.  do.  sound. 

Beatty’s  Rural  mill  do.  partially  damaged. 


Cox’s  Woodberry 
Ellicott’s 
Ellicott’s 
Tyson’s 
White’s 
Bradford’s 
Evans’  factory 
Water  company’s 


do.  entirely  swept  away, 
do.  partially  damaged, 
do.  entirely  swept  away, 
do.  partially  damaged, 
do.  entirely  swept  away, 
do.  do 

partially  damaged, 
(late  Keller  & Forman)  do. 


streets. 

Catherine  Donnelly,  Pratt  street. 

James  Doyle,  Long  wharf. 

Jacob  Ockley,  Falb  road. 

A woman  and  daughter,  names  unknown. 

The  following  persons  have  been  drowned,  but 
the  bodies  are  yet  unrecovered: 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  RUSH. 

From  the  Washington  Globe. 

Copy  of  a letter  to  the  editors,  dated  London , April 
24,  1837. 

Gentlemen1:  I have  understood,  since  the  last 
arrivals  from  our  country,  that  the  whig  presses 
have  abused  me  for  the  share  I was  supposed  to 
have  had  in  the  reprint  here  last  autumn  of  a por- 
tion ofthe  letter  addressed  by  the  late  vice  president 
of  the  United  States  to  the  honorable  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams, a member  of  congress  from  Kentucky.  I 
say  understood,  having  neither  seen  nor  read  the 
abuse.  On  my  own  account,  I would  not  notice  it; 
but  the  whole  occurrence  is  too  remarkable  not  to 
be  improved  under  public  views;  and  I therefore 
ask  the  favor  of  being  allowed  to  make  you  this 
public  communication  on  the  subject. 

On  arriving  in  this  capital  in  September,  I had 
soon  occasion  to  observe  that  those  who  were  in  the 
interest  ofthe  bank  ofthe  United  States  lost  nothing 
by  omitting  to  sound  its  praises.  The  London 
journals  of  almost  every  day  brought  forth  articles 
of  this  nature,  with  the  rough  handling  of  those 
who  thought  differently.  Ignoramuses,  simpletons, 
factionists,  demagogues,  these,  or  terms  alike  choice 
and  mannerly,  were  applied  to  our  countrymen 
who  had  raised  their  voices  against  the  bank.  I 
will  own  that  I sometimes  felt  an  inclination  to 
present  to  that  portion  of  this  community  who  cared 
any  thing  about  the  question,  some  other  views  of 
it,  never  having  up  to  that  date  seen  or  heard  of 
any  others  in  Euglish  newspapers.  The  writing 
and  printing  was  wholly  on  one  side.  Neverthe- 
less, I abstained.  I published  not  aline  upon  the 
subject.  I wrote  not  a line;  nor  did  I ever,  in  the 
slightest  manner,  instigate  others  to  do  either, 
thongh  London,  it  may  be  supposed,  is  seldom 
wanting  in  pens  ready  to  obey  this  kind  of  instiga- 
tion. I was  entirely  passive — innocent  of  laying  a 
straw  in  the  bank’s  way.  I scarcely  as  much  as 
opened  my  lips  about  it  in  English  circles,  it  being 
rarely  a topic  with  those  I chanced  to  be  among. 
During  all  this  time  there  was  one  thing  struck  me 
as  very  improper.  Our  presidential  election  was 
pending;  and  nothing  was  more  common  in  these 
articles,  or  others  prepared  in  the  same  spirit,  than 
to  see  it  affirmed  or  insinuated  that  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
if  chosen,  would  be  friendly  to  the  bank.  Still  I 
remained  totally  silent. 

So  matters  stood,  when  the  letter  to  Mr.  Williams 
arrived.  If  I rightly  remember,  this  was  in  Octo- 
ber. Republished  in  any  of  the  newspapers  where 
the  bank  spirit  so  predominated?  To  be  sure  it 
was  not.  It  could  hardly  have  been  expected.  As 
far  as  I know,  it  wrns  never  alluded  to  in  them;  but, 
the  part  about  the  bank  contained,  at  all  event  Mr. 
Van  Buren’s  opinions.  These,  though  often  and 
unequivocally  before  his  own  country,  had  been 
stifled  or  perverted  in  this.  The  letter  moreover 
unfolded  his  opinions  generally  and  very  fully  on 
the  connection  proper  to  subsist  between  our  go- 
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vernment  and  banks,  introducing  with  them  other 
topics  relevant  to  so  broad  a discussion.  It  can 
scarcely  be  necessary  to  add  that  this  was  all  argu- 
mentatively and  calmly  done,  and  without  violating 
any  respect  due  to  others. 

Reasonable  minds  could  not  have  projected,  ima- 
gination could  not  have  conceived,  of  a paper  more 
proper  to  go  before  this  public,  uniting  with  a con- 
juncture so  fitted  for  its  appearance.  Its  author 
held  the  highest  official  post  of  his  country  next  to 
the  presidency,  and  was  a candidate  for  that.  The 
opinions  of  a person  placed  in  such  a relation  to 
the  political  movements  going  on  at  home  in  a great 
nation,  with  the  chance  before  him  of  soon  being 
identified  with  its  public  will  and  measures,  was  of 
public  concern  throughout  the  world.  If  he  spoke 
unfavorably  of  the  bank,  so  much  the  more  impor- 
tant that  it  should  be  known.  His  letter  was  no 
partisan  production.  It  was  dragged  from  his  re- 
luctant consent  by  the  reiterated  queries  of  a mem- 
ber of  the  house  of  representatives;  thus,  however, 
imparting  to  it,  by  the  position  of  both  parties,  and 
ii,^  •o.jtm.utc  uf  foreign  nations, 
if  not  the  semblance  of  an  official  paper,  at  least  an 
authenticity  and  a dignity  calculated  to  give  it  a 
totally  different  place  in  the  eyes  of  the  candid  and 
well  judging  from  any  that  could  be  claimed  by  the 
stock-jobbing  articles  I have  mentioned.  Perceiving 
this  to  be  its  character,  I spoke  of  it  to  a respectable 
publisher  I had  known  here  formerly,  asking  him 
to  procure  its  insertion  in  one  of  the  daily  papers. 
I chose,  as  a stranger,  to  avoid  contact  in  my  own 

Eerson,  with  any  of  the  newspaper  establishments 
are;  but  never  dreamed  that  there  could  be  any 
objection  to  its  insertion;  still  less  that  I was  doing 
wrong  in  expressing  a wish  for  it.  He  replied, 
that  he  did  not  think  he  could  get  it  inserted  in  a 
daily  paper,  the  commercial  ones  being  in  an  op- 
posite influence,  and  those  having  a different  set  of 
readers  not  being  sufficiently  interested  in  the  dis- 
cussion; but,  struck  with  its  character,  immediately 
said  that  he  would  reprint  it  himself  in  the  form  of  a 
pamphlet,  which  he  thought  it  well  merited,  if  I 
would  aid  him  in  drawing  up  a short  explanatory 
introduction. 

I assented;  the  pamphlet  was  published,  and  hence 
my  crime. 

A single  word  more  on  this  part  of  the  case. 
For  whatever  may  have  been  my  share  in  the  pre- 
face, I can  at  least  say  that  it  contains  abusive 
epithets  of  no  one. 

This  is  the  real  transaction.  1 trust  that  it  will 
become  known  extensively  to  the  American  public 
through  your  columns.  T look  back  upon  it  with 
amazement.  Entirely  do  I deceive  myself  if  there  be 
not  features  in  it  to  excite  indignation  in  the  United 
States,  every  where  but  among  the  prejudiced  vo- 
taries of  the  bank;  noton  my  account,  but  for  public 
principles  and  consequences  that  sink  to  nothin"- 
any  individual. 

I came  here,  finding  its  partisans  ever  busy  in 
gloryfying  their  idol  and  reviling  those  who  had  not 
bowed  down  to  it.  They  took  their  tone  from  a por- 
tion of  our  own  press.  Here  they  monopolised  the 
ress.  The  first  rule  of  justice  in  the  human 
osom,  hear  the  other  side,  seemed  utterly  unknown 
to  them.  This  had  been  the  case,  I was  informed, 
for  years;  that  is,  during  the  whole  bank  war;  its 
advocates,  and  all  at  their  back,  forming  an  exclu- 
sive phalanx  for  defending  it,  without  the  least  coun- 
teraction, on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  from  those 
who  had  witnessed  its  deeds  and  the  national  woe 
they  engendered.  After  so  long  and  uninterrupted 
a view  of  only  one  side  of  the  question,  there  ar- 
rives from  the  United  States  a document  presenting 
a calm  view  of  the  other;  a document  entitled  to 
respect  from  the  source  whence  it  proceeded,  but 
more  by  the  instrinsic  recommendations  of  temper 
and  decorum  which  distinguished  every  part  of  it. 
A citizen  of  the  United  States,  accidentally  in  Lon- 
don, becomes  the  instrument  of  its  publication,  as 
an  act  of  common  fairness  to  his  country — always 
identified  abroad  with  those  who  shape  its  legisla- 
tion and  direct  its  power,  as  an  act  of  common  jus- 
tice to  the  author  of  the  document,  and  as  eminently 
proper,  regarding  whether  its  source  or  subject,  to 
by  laid  before  the  English  public,  And  this,  this, 
is  his  offence.  He  committed  no  other;  not  the 
semblance  of  any  other.  For  this,  and  this  alone, 
he  is  denounced. 

But  where?— I pause  to  inquire:  the  inquiry  is 
material:  the  contrast  memorable — I ask  where  is 
he  denounced?  In  England?  No,  the  voice  of 
complaint  is  not  raised  against  him  there,  or  never 
through  the  press.  No  breath  of  it  is  heard.  I 
place  the  sense  of  justice  in  this  community  not 
above  that  (God  forbid  I should)  which  reigns  in 
the  fields  and  valleys,  and  among  the  hills  of  our 
own  happy  land,  where  dwell  those  who  gave  and 
preserve  to  us  our  institutions— but  I place  it  above, 
far  above,  any  to  be  found  in  the  bank  circles  and 


with  the  bank  presses  of  our  commercial  cities,  and 
I take  my  stand  upon  the  proof.  For  the  instru- 
mentality I had  in  this  republication,  the  voice  of 
complaint  was  never,  I repeat,  raised  here.  I doubt 
if  any  respectable  London  newspaper  would  have 
inserted  an  article  impeaching  me  for  it,  so  fair 
was  the  act  upon  its  very  face.  The  proof  is 
enough  that  no  such  article  ever  did  appear  in 
point  of  fact,  whilst  the  inference  is  irresistible, 
from  subsequent  developments,  that  the  desire  to 
impeach  me  was  not  wanting  among  whig  letter 
writers.  But  the  moment  the  account  got  to  the 
United  States,  through  these  charitable  letter  wri- 
ters, that  moment  there  is  a summons  to  a new 
sacrifice.  The  soldiers  of  the  bank  are  up  in  arms. 

I am  set  at  by  a trained  pack.  Not  content  with 
having  lavished  thousands,  and  declared  its  deter- 
mination to  lavish  millions  upon  the  press  at  home, 
it  would  seek  to  close  it  against  every  thing  but 
homage  abroad.  It  would  be  the  tyrant  of  both 
hemispheres.  It  would  give  me  warning,  and 
others  for  the  future,  to  keep  our  mouths  for  ever 
shut.  How  much  I regard  the  warning,  this  com- 
munication may  go  in  part  to  show.  Should  it 
happily  become  the  medium  of  public  good,  in  af- 
fording a fresh  and  stupendous  proof  of  the  pro- 
scriptive spirit  of  the  bank,  I shall  rejoice  anew 
at  having  the  dirt  of  its  presses  thrown  at  me.  I 
will  not  trifle  with  the  public  understanding,  by 
stopping  to  take  a distinction  between  the  late 
bank  and  that  built  upon  its  foundation,  and  in- 
heriting its  propensities  with  its  means.  .For  bad 
purposes,  they  are  both  the  same.  For  a potent 
efficacy  in  mischief  in  Pennsylvania,  the  present  is 
infinitely  the  W’orst;  and  this  attempt  through  its 
organs,  now  laid  bare,  to  hunt  down  an  American 
abroad,  will,  I trust,  become  matter  of  new  alarm 
and  useful  indignation  among  the  intelligent,  the 
patriotic  and  the  just. 

The  subject  is  fruitful  of  reflection.  I desire  to 
compress  it  within  moderate  limits.  One  reflection, 
however,  I hope  I shall  have  your  leave  for  intro- 
ducing; it  is  inseparable  from  my  subject.  It  has 
more  of  personality  than  I would  have  sought  vo- 
luntarily, but  is  introduced  also  with  a public  aim, 
in  the  possible  hope  that  it  may  be  impressive  and 
admonitory.  I owe  justice  to  myself  against  unbe- 
coming aspersion.  I was,  Messieurs  Editors,  as 
is  known  to  you,  a political  anti-mason,  made  so  by 
the  foul  murder  of  Morgan.  I desire  to  say,  em- 
phatically, that  it  was  known  to  you;  because  I 
have  never  forgotten,  but  on  the  contrary,  always 
remembered  with  the  proper  feelings,  that  your 
press- was  the  only  one  of  three  in  the  metropolis  of 
our  country  that  did  not  at  that  time  traduce  me, 
either  openly,  or  by  the  unwarrantable  garbling  of 
my  published  letters;  published  on  calls  upon  me 
for  them.  I have  never  ceased  to  he  an  anti-mason, 
and  am  one  now,  but  not  a political  anti-mason.  I 
stopped  from  carrying  that  faith  to  the  polls  when 
I saw  it  united,  in  the  state  to  which  I belonged,  to 
the  cause  of  the  bank.  Still  cherishing,  however, 
the  recollection  of  the  noble  principle  in  so  many 
thousands  of  the  American  people  which  led  to  the 
first  formation  of  that  party,  as  well  as  a high  and 
affectionate  respect  for  some  of  its  individual  mem- 
bers,  you  will  judge  of  my  feelings  when  I saw 
governor  Ritner  volunteering  his  co-operation  with 
the  bank  press,  in  desiring  to  stifle  all  discussion  in 
London.  The  fact  might  seem  incredible,  were  not 
the  record  of  it  complete.  The  paragraph  in  his 
message  to  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  last 
winter,  pointed  to  the  occurrence  I have  been  un- 
folding. It  could,  by  no  possibility,  have  pointed 
to  any  other.  I say  so  on  the  fullest  knowledge, 
for  I am  certain  that  no  other  publication  of  that 
nature  was  ushered  into  light  here  in  the  manner 
described.  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  letter  was  the  sole  ob- 
ject of  his  high  gubernatorial  interference.  Shall  I 
interpose  for  him  a plea  of  ignorance?  This  would 
be  unseemly  in  me,  and  make  him  but  the  more  re- 
prehensible if  it  could  be  true;  as  it  would  be  in- 
excusable in  a chief  magistrate  ever  to  make  as- 
sertions or  insinuations,  under  the  sanction  of  his 
office,  without  careful  inquiry  and  full  information. 
You  may  well  judge  then  of  my  feelings  at  beinsr 
criminated  by  that  functionary — not  by  name,  in- 
deed, but  by  unavoidable  inference — when  I remem- 
bered that  the  charge  upon  masonry  of  exerting 
itself  to  close  the  press,  was  the  very  first  element 
of  the  anti-masonic  organization,  but  for  which  it 
was  repeatedly  declared  in  the  western  parts  of  N. 
York  the  party  never  would  have  been  formed! 
Yet,  being  in  London,  the  most  public  spot  in 
Europe,  the  arrival  of  American  papers  brings  me 
one  containing  an  intentional  or  a heedless  despe- 
rate thrust,  from  the  most  honored  of  that  party  in 
my  native  soil — its  official  head  and  strongest, 
proudest  reliance — to  close  the  press  against  the 
fairest  of  discussions!  Upon  a spectacle  so  extra- 
ordinary, I will  not  trust  myself  with  commentary, 


unless  barely  to  ask,  what  will  not  the  vengefu' 
spirit  of  the  bank  do  when  it  gets  into  the  mind 
How  it  prostrates  justice— how  it  blinds  the  under- 
standing, silencing  its  every  righful  conviction — 
how  it  confounds  first  principles  that  should  keep 
men  steadfast  to  their  country — how  it  pulls  down 
to  a low  level  those  whom  station,  if  nothing  else, 
should  teach  forbearance,  instead  of  volunteering 
attacks  upon  their  fellow  men,  and  committing  an 
outrage  still  more  unpardonable  upon  the  sacred 
principles  that  uphold  and  adorn  free  institutions  in 
every  part  of  the  globe. 

I have  nothing  further  to  say  of  this  exalted 
functionary,  until  he  may  make  his  next  assault 
upon  me  tor  claiming  the  freedom  of  the  press.  I 
pass  from  this  head.  The  little  I have  said  under 
it  is  not  destitute,  I would  hope,  of  some  claims  to 
consideration  in  anti-masonic  portions  of  our  coun- 
try. 

I hope  that  Pennsylvania  will  arouse  herself  under 
the  new  developments  which  it  falls  to  the  lot  of  one 
of  her  absent  citizens  now  to  make,  and  determine 
to  root  out  this  corruption  of  bankers  tor  ever  from 
her  jurisdiction.  The  proof  had  already  been  fla- 
grant of  its  malignant  spirit  at  home,  almost  to  the 
kindling  of  civil  war.  But  here  is  proof  superad- 
ded,  that  one  continent  does  not  give  scope  lor 
venting  that  spirit.  Like  a demon-spirit,  it  flaps 
its  horrid  wings  across  the  ocean  to  seek  and  im- 
molate victims  upon  another.  It  wars  against  the 
eternal  rule  of  justice.  The  globe  would  not  be 
wide  enough  for  its  remorselessness.  It  sneers, 
vilifies,  calumniates,  and  steeps  itself  in  venom,  in 
the  fell  hope  of  injuring  a person  who  had  done 
nothing  more  than  open  the  door  for  a clam  hear- 
ing of  what  had  never  been  heard  before.  It  would 
lower  the  very  reputation  of  our  country  by  at- 
testing that  its  immolations,  (so  foul,  that  the  moral 
sense  abroad  will  not  bear  them),  find  greedy  re- 
cipients in  the  atmosphere  of  the  .bank  at  home. 
Ardently  do  I hope  that  the  next  legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  will  repeal  its  charter,  not  sufiering 
her  public  coffers  or  public  works  to  remain  un- 
der the  stigma  of  such  a partnership;  but  rather 
pay  back,  with  compound  interest,  if  need  be, 
every  dollar  received  at  its  price.  I have  deeply 
lamented  the  partial  existence  of  an  opinion — for 
I hope  it  is  only  partial — that  it  can  only  be  re- 
pealed by  the  powers  of  a convention.  This  opi- 
nion I believe  to  be  unsound,  and  extremely  dan- 
gerous. It  gives  up  every  thing  dear  to  freemen 
knowing  their  rights,  and  able  to  expound  them. 
It  surrenders  the  elemental  principles  on  which 
rest  our  institutions — principles  indispensable  to 
the  maintenance  of  our  liberties.  What  is  it  but 
to  admit,  that  were  it  not  for  the  accident  of  the 
convention  to  be  held  in  that  state  in  May,  a 
charter  obtained  as  this  was  must  last  for  thirty 
years,  with  the  incalculable  tyranny  to  which  the 
vindictive  spirit  of  the  bank,  (certain  to  increase 
with  its  increasing  power,  and  able  to  defy  all  quo 
warranto  writs),  will  doom  the  state  for  so  unex- 
ampled a length  of  time.  Unexampled,  I repeat 
it;  for  the  records  of  both  hemispheres  may  be 
searched  in  vain  for  another  instance  in  which, 
during  an  age  when  corporate  privileges  are  tumb- 
ling to  pieces,  or  dealt  out  with  the  utmost  jealousy 
every  where,  a bank,  or  any  other  corporation, 
has  been  invested  with  an  irrepealable  charter  of  any 
thing  like  the  same  duration.  But  I stop.  Having, 
in  answer  to  a letter  from  Pennsylvania  since  I 
came  here,  spoken  on  this  point,  endeavoring  also 
to  aid  the  better  efforts  of  others  to  show  that  the 
repeal  will  be  no  breach  of  public  faith,  I will  not 
now  enlarge  upon  it.  As  to  those  who  would  also 
alarm  us  by  predicting  injury  to  the  state  in  her 
resources  by  a severance  of  the  partnership- — know- 
ing, as  all  do,  that  the  bank  is  a consumer,  produc- 
ing nothing — I hold  their  reasoning  as  cheap  as  I 
hold  in  scorn  the  bank’s  persecutions;  and  as  to  its 
power  over  circulation  as  a supposed  means  of  pub- 
lic wealth,  itis  precisely  from  the  dangers  of  this- — it 
is  from  the  transcendant  danger's  w hich  the  exercise 
of  its  arbitrary  will,  in  this  respect,  will  be  sure  to 
bring  upon  the  state,  ending  in  the  destruction  of 
her  public  liberty,  (except  such  portion  as  may  be 
in  the  expounding  of  the  bank),  before  the  half  of 
thirty  years  has  run  out — itis  precisely,  and  im- 
periously, on  this  account,  that  its  charter  ought  to 
repealed. 

A few  words  more,  and  I will  conclude.  The 
matter  to  which  they  will  have  reference  is  not  the 
least  interesting  to  me,  because  reserved  until  the 
last.  My  communication  unavoidably  couples  it- 
self with  the  publications  in  the  Globe  of  March 
the  22d,  respecting  our  minister  at  this  court,  Mr. 
Stevenson.  I must,  therefore  hope,  that  you  will 
allow  me  some  notice  of  that  point;  the  more  as 
my  own  name  is  seen  in  the  same  publications. 

The  publication,  in  an  insulated  form,  of  Mr. 
Stevenson’s  letter  of  the  31st  of  December  last,  to 
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his  London  correspondent,  does  the  former  great 
injustice.  To  those  who  have  been  in  constant 
intercourse  with  him  as  I have,  witnessing  his  uni- 
form defence  of  tile  institutions,  measures,  and 
public  men  of  our  country,  and  his  preferences 
shown  for  the  cause  of  popular  rights,  even  in  this 
country,  when  they  might  properly  be  shown,  the 
supposition  of  his  wanting  any  of  these  sympathies, 
above  all  of  his  uniting  himself  with  the  cause  of 
the  bank,  sounds  strangely.  He  dispenses  a libe- 
ral and  kind  hospitality  to  his  countrymen,  and  is 
ready  and  zealous  to  render  them  useful  service  in 
all  ways  that  may  be  proper,  without  distinction  of 
party;  thus,  as  far  as  I may  presume  to  speak,  act- 
ing up  to  his  elevated  situation  in  the  best  manner 
in  all  these  things.  But  he  never  disguises  his  own 
party  opinions  or  attachments,  which  are  as  de- 
cided as  they  have  always  been  publicly  known 
to  be,  and  which  he  indsntifies  with  the  interests 
of  the  nation,  as  fully  as  he  ever  did.  As  to  the 
anonymous  paragraph  published  below  his  letter, 
in  which  my  name  is  introduced  in  connection  with 
opinions  imputed  to  him  on  the  subject  of  the  bank, 
there  is  no  just  foundation  for  it,  as  I understand 
he  has  stated  to  you.  I am  in  the  most  friendly- 
relations  with  him  here,  and  pained  at  commenda- 
tion at  his  expense,  which,  on  this  ground  alone,  I 
should  be  bound  to  reject,  besides  being  impelled 
to  it  by  that  of  strict  justice  to  him.  in  my  opi- 
nion, his  letter  of  the  31st  of  December  should  not 
have  been  published  unaccompanied  by  farther  ex- 
planations than  appear,  even  if,  written  as  it  obvi- 
ously was  in  a moment  of  provocation,  he  had 
given  an  explicit  permission  for  its  publication. 
Any  eye  might  have  perceived  that,  without  the 
knowledge  of  other  facts  respecting  Mr.  Stevenson’s 
opinions  and  course,  known  here  to  all,  the  letter 
might  be  open  to  misconstruction  with  his  own 
friends;  from  which  it  would  have  been  nothing 
more  than  the  rightful  duty  of  a friendly  correspon- 
dent, feeling  as  gentlemen  do,  spontaneously  to 
have  shielded  him.  I have  no  supposition  of  any 
ill  motive,  but  think  that  his  correspondent  erred, 
very  much,  on  the  occasion.  1 remain,  very  re- 
spectfully, your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RUSH. 


THE  MANDAMUS — CASE  OF  THE  POST- 
MASTER GENERAL. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  Monday,  last. 

CIRCUIT  COURT,  WASHINGTON"  COUNTV,  DISTRICT 
OF  COLUMBIA,  SATURDAY,  JUNE  10,  1837. 

THE  MANDAMUS. 

United  States,  on  the  relation  of  William  B.  Stokes, 

Richard  C.  Stockton,  Lucius  W.  Stockton  and 

Daniel  Moore,  vs.  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster  ge- 
neral of  the  United  States 

At  the  opening  of  the  court  this  morning,  Mr. 
Key  rose  and  said  that  he  had  been  with  the  post- 
master general  last  evening,  and  had  been  requested 
by  him  to  state  to  the  court  that  he  was  preparing 
a paper  in  answer  to  the  mandamus  of  the  court, 
which  he  had  not  been  able  to  complete  in  time  for 
to-day,  in  consequence,  among  other  causes,  of  in- 
disposition in  his  family,  and  requested  to  be  allow- 
ed further  time  to  put  in  his  answer.  Mr.  Key 
therefore  moved  that  the  case  be  postponed  to  Sa- 
turday next,  the  17th  instant. 

Mr.  Coxe  said,  if  the  postmaster  general  was  not 
prepared  with  his  answer,  he  (Mr.  C.)  should  not 
oppose  any  reasonable  delay,  but  thought  that  an 
earlier  day  than  Saturday  ought  to  be  fixed  upon. 

The  court  thought  the  defendant  should  have  fur- 
ther time  allowed  him. 

Mr.  Coxe  suggested  that  there  should  be  an  ap- 
pearance. 

The  court  said  there  could  be  no  appearance 
without  a return  of  the  writ;  and  as  no  return  had 
been  made,  they  ordered  that  the  defendant  should 
be  allowed  the  time  prayed  for. 

So  the  further  proceedings  in  this  important  case 
were  postponed  until  Saturday  next. 

In  the  course  of  the  day,  the  court  intimated  their 
intention  of  not  taking  up  the  criminal  docket  until 
Monday,  the  19th  instant. 


Under  an  impression  that  the  curiosity  of  most  of 
their  readers  would  be  gratified  by  an  opportunity 
of  examining  the  order  of  the  court  and  the  form  of 
the  mandamus  issued,  the  editors  of  the  Intelligen- 
cer have  procured  copies  of  them  for  publication, 
which  we  subjoin. 

Circuit  court,  Washington  county.  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

United  States,  on  the  relation  of  Wil-' 
liam  B.  Stokes,  Richard  C.  Stock- 
ton,  Lucius  W.  Stockton  and  Da-  On  motion 
niel  Moore,  Vfijr  manda- 

vs.  mus,  &f c. 

Amos  Kendall,  postmaster  general  of 
the  United  States. 


It  having  been  made  to  appear  to  this  court  that 
the  said  William  B.  Stokes,  Richard  C.  Stockton, 
Lucius  W.  Stockton  and  Daniel  Moore,  claimed  to 
be  entitled  to  certain  credits  and  allowances  on  their 
several  contracts  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail 
of  the  United  States;  that  the  congress  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  passed  a certain  act,  which  was  approved 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States  on  the  2d  day 
of  July,  1S36,  in  and  by  which  it  was,  among  other 
things,  provided,  that  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury 
was  authorised  and  directed  to  settle  and  adjust  the 
claims  of  the  said  mail  contractors  for  extra  servi- 
ces performed  by  them  as  contractors  for  carrying 
the  mail,  under  and  by  virtue  of  certain  contracts 
therefor,  by  them  alleged  to  have  been  made  and 
entered  into  with  them  by  William  T.  Barr)-,  late 
postmaster  general  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
this  purpose  to  inquire  into  and  determine  the  equi- 
ty of  the  claims  of  them  or  any  of  them  for  or  on  ac- 
count of  any  contract  or  additional  contract  with 
the  said  postmaster  general,  on  which  their  pay 
may  have  been  suspended  by  the  present  post- 
master general,  and  to  make  them  such  allowances 
therefor,  as  upon  a full  examination  of  all  the  evi- 
dence may  seem  right  according  to  the  principles 
of  equity;  and  that  the  postmaster  general  be  and 
he  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  such  mail  contractors 
with  whatever  sum  or  sums  of  money,  if  any,  the 
said  solicitor  shall  decide  to  be  due  to  them,  for  and 
on  account  of  any  such  service  or  contract.  That 
after  the  passage  of  the  said  act  of  congress,  Virgil 
Maxcy,  being  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  did,  in 
pursuance  and  execution  of  the  same,  proceed  to 
examine  and  adjust  the  claims  of  the  said  parties  as 
he  was  therein  and  thereby  authorised  and  directed. 
That  on  the  12th  and  23d  days  of  November,  1S36, 
he  did  make  out  and  transmit  to  the  said  Amos 
Kendall,  the  postmaster  general,  as  aforesaid,  his 
award  and  decision  upon  the  claims  of  the  said  mail 
contractors:  and  that  said  solicitor  of  the  treasury 
did,  on  or  about  the  26th  day  of  December,  1836, 
make  out  and  report  to  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  the  law  and  the  facts  upon  which  his  deci- 
sion had  been  founded.  And,  further,  that  the  said 
mail  contractors  thereby  became  and  were  entitled 
to  have  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars  eighty- 
nine  cents  carried  to  their  credit  by  the  said  Amos 
Kendall,  postmaster  general,  as  aforesaid,  but  that 
he,  the  said  Amos,  although  fully  notified  of  the 
premises,  and  after  a considerable  delay,  has  only 
so  fsr  obeyed  and  carried  into  execution  the  said 
act  of  congress  and  said  award  and  decision  as  to 
credit  the  said  parties  with  the  sum  of  $-122,101  46, 
and  that  he  has  from  that  time  refused,  and  does 
still  refuse,  omit  and  neglect  to  pay  or  credit  them 
with  the  residue  of  said  sum  so  awarded  and  decid- 
ed to  be  due  to  them,  being  the  sum  of  $39,462  43: 

And  whereas,  the  said  William  B.  Stokes,  Richard 
C.  Stockton,  Lucius  W.  Stockton  and  Daniel  Moore, 
by  their  counsel  did  present  to  this  court  their  peti- 
tion, setting  forth,  among  other  things,  the  premises, 
and  praying  said  court  to  award  and  direct  the  U. 
Stales  writ  ol  mandamus  to  issue,  to  be  directed  to 
the  said  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster  general,  as  afore- 
said, commanding  him  that  he  fully  comply  with, 
obey  and  execute  the  aforesaid  act  of  congress  of 
July  2,  1836,  by  crediting  said  mail  contractors  with 
the  full  and  entire  sum  so  awarded  in  their  favor  by 
the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  as  aforesaid,  in  confor- 
mity with  said  award  and  decision:  and  that,  he  pay 
to  the  said  mail  contractors  the  full  amount  so 
awarded,  with  interest,  deducting  only  the  amount 
which  shall  be  justly  charged  or  chargeable  to  the 
said  mail  contractors  against  the  same: 

And  whereas,  the  said  circuit  court,  upon  a full 
consideration  of  the  said  petition,  and  the  docu- 
ments thereunto  annexed,  did  order  and  direct  that 
the  said  Amos  Kendall  should  shew  cause,  if  any  he 
had,  on  the  first  day  of  June  instant,  why  the  said  U. 
States  writ  of  mandamus  should  not  issue  as  pray- 
ed; which  order  was  duly  served  on  the  said  Amos 
Kendall,  postmaster  general,  as  aforesaid,  on  the 
26th  day  of  May,  1837: 

And  whereas,  the  said  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster 
general,  as  aforesaid,  did  not  appear  on  the  day  men- 
tioned in  said  rule,  and  did  not  show,  and  has  not 
shown,  any  good  and  sufficient  cause  against  the 
granting  of  the  prayer  of  said  petitioners: 

And  whereas,  the  said  circuit  court,  upon  a full 
consideration  of  the  premises,  and  after  argument 
by  the  counsel  of  said  petitioners  and  relators,  was, 
and  is  of  opinion  that  a writ  of  mandamus  should 
issue,  to  be  directed  to  the  said  Amos  Kendall, 
postmaster  general,  as  aforesaid,  commanding  him 
that  without  delay,  and  immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  the  same,  he,  the  said  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster 
general,  as  aforesaid,  should  fully  comply  with, 
obey,  and  execute,  on  his  part,  the  aforesaid  act  of 
congress,  by  crediting  such  mail  contractors  with 
the  full  amount  of  money  which  the  said  solicitor 


did,  as  aforesaid,  decide  to  be  due  to  them  for  and  on 
account  of  such  services  or  contracts,  according  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  said  award  and 
decision: 

Therefore,  it  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed  that 
the  said  writ  of  mandamus  do  issue,  commanding 
the  said  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster  general,  as  afore- 
said, that  he  do  forthwith  and  without  delay,  imme- 
diately upon  the  receipt  of  said  writ,  credit  said 
mail  contractors  with  the  full  amount  of  money  so 
awarded  and  decided  by  said  solicitor  of  the  treasury 
to  be  due  to  said  mail  contractors,  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  said  award  and  decision, 
or  that  he  show  cause  to  the  contrary  on  or  before 
ten  o’clock  A.  M.  on  Saturday,  the  tenth  day  of 
June  instant.  By  order  of  the  court: 

Test:  W.  BRENT,  cleric. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA,  to  wit: 

The  United  States  of  America  to  Amos  Kendall,  post- 
master general  of  the  United  States,  greeting: 

AVhereas,  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of 
America  did  enact  and  pass  a certain  act  of  con- 
gress, which  was  approved  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States  on  the  second  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
in  and  by  which  said  act  of  congress  it  was  among 
other  things,  enacted  and  provided  that  the  solicitor 
of  the  treasuary  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised 
and  directed  to  settle  and  adjust  the  claims  of 
William  B.  Stokes  and  Richard  C.  Stockton,  of  Ma- 
ryland and  Lucius  W.  Stockton  and  Daniel  Moore, 
of  Pennsylvania,  for  extra  services  performed  by 
them  as  contractors  for  carrying  the  mail  under  and 
by  virtue  of  certain  conti  acts  therefor,  by  them 
alleged  to  have  been  made  and  entered  into  with 
them  by  William  T.  Barry,  late  postmaster  general 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  this  purpose  to  inquire 
into  and  determine  the  equity  of  the  claims  of  them, 
or  any  of  them,  for  or  on  account  of  any  contract,  or 
additional  contract,  with  the  said  postmaster  general, 
on  which  thier  payments  may  have  been  suspended 
by  the  present  postmaster  general,  and  to  make  them 
such  allowance  therefor  as,  upon  a full  examination 
of  all  the  evidence,  may  seem  right,  according  to  the 
principles  of  equity;  and  that  the  postmaster  general 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  credit  such  mail 
contractors  with  whatever  sum  or  sums  of  money, 
if  any,  the  said  solicitor  shall  so  decide  to  be  due  to 
them  for  and  on  account  of  any  such  service  or 
contracts;  and  the  solicitor  is  hereby  authorised  to 
take  testimony,  if  he  shall  find  it  necessary  to  do 
so;  and  that  he  report  to  congress,  at  its  next  session  , 
the  law  and  the  facts  upon  which  his  decision  has 
been  founded: 

And  whereas,  after  the  passage  of  said  act  of  con- 
gress, Virgil  Maxcy,  esq.  being  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury  did  assume  upon  himself  the  power  and  au- 
thority created  and  conferred  thereby,  and  did  pro- 
ceed to  execute  the  same  on  his  part,  and  did  settle 
and  adjust  the  claims  of  the  said  William  B.  Stokes, 
Richard  C.  Stockton,  Lucius  W.  Stocktou,  and 
Daniel  Moore,  as  mentioned  and  provided  in  andby 
said  act  of  congres,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  same,  and  upon  a full  examination  of  all 
the  evidence,  did  make  them  allowances  on  account 
of  said  contracts,  or  additional  contracts,  made  and 
entered  into  with  them  by  William  T.  Barry,  late 
postmaster  general  of  the  United  States,  and  on 
which  their  pay  had  been  suspended  by  yourself, 
then  and  now  the  postmaster  general,  according  to 
the  principles  of  equity,  and  did  decide,  finally,  that 
there  was  due  to  the  said  parties  mentioned  in  the 
said  act  of  congress,  or  to  some  of  them,  upon  the 
grounds  specified  in  said  act,  on  account  of  said  ser- 
vices or  contracts,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-one  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-three 
dollars  and  eighty-nine  cents,  and  did  publish  and 
deliver  his  said  final  award  and  decision  to  you,  as 
postmaster  general  of  the  United  States,  on  or  about 
the  12th  and  23d  days  of  November,  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  did  subse- 
quently, to  wit:  on  or  about  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  as  foresaid,  in  further  pursu- 
ance and  execution  of  said  act  of  congress,  the  said 
Virgil  Maxcy,  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  as  aforesaid, 
did  report  to  congress,  it  being  at  its  next  session 
after  the  passage  of  the  aforesaid  act,  his  said  award 
and  decision,  and  the  law  and  the  facts  upon  which 
the  same  had  been  founded: 

And  whereas  the  said  award  and  decision,  so 
made,  was  as  aforesaid,  duly  notified  to  you,  as  the 
postmaster  general  of  the  United  States,  and  it 
thereby  became  your  duty,  and,  by  the  said  act  of 
congress,  you  were  thereupon  required,  to  credit 
said  mail  contractors  with  the  sum  of  money  which 
the  said  solicitor  had,  as  aforesaid,  decided  to  be  due 
to  them,  for  and  on  account  of  such  services  or  con- 
tracts; which  requirements  you  in  part  only  compli- 
ed with,  by  carrying  to  their  credit  the  sum  of  one 
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hundred  and  twenty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
one  dollars  and  forty-six  cents: 

And  whereas  you  did  omit,  refuse  and  neglect, 
and  still  do  refuse,  omit  and  neglect,  notwithstand- 
ing said  notice  and  requirement,  to  credit  the  said 
mail  contractors  with  the  residue  of  said  sum, 
amounting  to  thirty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and 
seventy-two  dollars  and  forty-seven  cents,  so 
awarded  and  decided  to  be  due  to  said  mail  contrac- 
tors: 

And  whereas,  heretofore,  to  wit:  at  a session  of 
the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the 
county  of  Washington,  the  said  circuit  court,  at  the 
instance  of  relators,  by  their  counsel,  did  grant  a rule 
requiring  you  to  show  cause,  if  any  you  had,  among 
other  things,  why  a writ  of  mandamus  from  the  said 
circuit  court  should  not  be  awarded  and  issued  to 
you,  commanding  you  fully  to  comply  with,  and 
execute  on  your  part,  the  aforesaid  act  of  congress 
of  July  2,  1836,  by  crediting  the  said  mail  contrac- 
tors with  the  full  and  entire  sum  so  awarded  and 
decided,  as  aforesaid,  to  be  due  to  them  by  the  said 
solicitor  of  the  treasury  in  conformity  with  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  award  and  decision; 
which  rule  was  served  on  you  on  the  26th  of  May, 
1837: 

And  whereas  you  have  failed  to  appear  according 
to  the  said  rule,  and  have  not  shown  any  cause  why 
the  said  writ  should  not  be  issued  as  prayed: 

And  whereas  the  said  circuit  court,  upon  conside- 
ration of  the  said  matters,  and  of  the  arguments  of 
counsel  on  the  part  of  said  relators,  in  this  behalf, 
was,  and  is,  of  opinion  that  you  were  bound  to  per- 
form and  execute  on  your  part  the  said  act  of  con- 
gress, by  crediting  the  said  mail  contractors  with 
the  full  and  entire  sum  so  awarded  to  be  due  to 
them  by  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  in  conformity 
with  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  award 
and  decision,  and  that  a writ  of  mandamus  shonld 
issue  accordingly: 

Therefore,  you  are  hereby  commanded  and  en- 
joined that,  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  this  writ, 
and  without  delay,  you  do  fully  comply  with,  obey 
and  execute,  on  your  part,  the  aforesaid  act  of  con- 
gress of  July  2,  1836,  by  crediting  said  mail  con- 
tractors w'ith  the  full  and  entire  sum  so  awarded 
and  decided  to  be  due  to  them,  as  aforesaid,  by  the 
said  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  said  award  and  decision,  so 
that  complaint  be  not  again  made  to  the  said  circuit 
court;  and  that  you  certify  perfect  obedience  to,  and 
due  execution  of,  this  writ  to  the  said  circuit  court 
on  Saturday,  the  10th  day  of  June  instant;  or  that 
you  do,  at  10  o’clock  of  that  day,  show  cause  to  the 
said  court  why  you  have  not  so  done  as  command- 
ed. Hereof  fail  not  at  your  peril,  and  have  then 
and  there  this  writ. 

Witness  the  honorable  William  Cranch,  chief 
judge  of  our  said  circuit  court,  the  sixty  day  of 
June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Issued  the  7th  day  of  June,  1837. 

WM.  BRENT,  clerk. 

The  following  return  was  made  by  the  marshal 
thereon: 

“Served,  by  leaving  a copy  with  Amos  Kendall, 
postmaster  general,  7th  June,  1837. 

“ALEX.  HUNTER,  marshal .” 


MEXICAN  HOSTILITY— OFFICIAL. 

From  ilie  Globe  of  June  7,  1837. 

We  annex  translations  of  proceedings  in  the 
Mexican  congress,  a speech  of  the  late  minister  of 
war,  Tornel,  and  the  protest  of  the  minister  of  fo- 
reign relations,  (heretofore  copied  from  an  imper- 
fect translation,  given  in  the  newspapers).  We 
add  the  remarks  of  the  Mercurio  de  Metamoras,  on 
the  receiving  those  papers. 

MEXICO. 

Translated  from  the  Mercurio  de  Matainoras,  Mexico, 
April  2,  1837. 

In  the  session  of  the  day  before  yesterday,  the 
ministers  of  foreign  relations"  and  of  war  appeared 
before  congress,  and  the  former  announced  that  it 
appeared  from  the  Bee  of  Newr  Orleans  of  the  13th 
March,  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
had  recognized  the  independence  of  Texas,  and 
has  appointed  a plenipotentiary  to  that  new  repub- 
lic. That  although  these  documents  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  certainly  official,  not  having  been  com- 
municated as  such,  but  appearing  in  a journal  of  the 
government  of  Louisiana,  they  may  be  considered 
as  authentic;  and  this  being  an  act  which  unequi- 
vocally attacks  and  offends  the  sovereignty  of  the 
nation,  the  government  was  employed  in  preparing 
a protest  against  such  a proceeding. 

After  the  above-mentioned  documents  were  read, 
the  minister  of  war  said: 

The  national  congress  is  informed,  by  the  com- 
munications and  documents  which  have  been  read 


by  my  colleague,  the  minister  of  foreign  relations 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  at 
length  acknowledged  the  independence  of  Texas. 
This  event  was  skilfully  arranged  many  years  ago, 
and  we  have  been  witnesses  of  the  intrigue  and 
management  (manejos)  by  which  the  United  States 
have  perseveringly  endeavored  to  get  possession  of 
a portion  of  our  territory,  with  the  same  punic 
faith  (fe  punica)  with  which  they  took  possession 
of  the  Floridas.  In  a time  of  profound  peace,  and 
of  the  most  perfect  harmony,  with  the  Mexican  re- 
public, which  was  assured  by  solemn  treaties,  arm- 
ed expeditions  were  set  on  foot  in  the  United  States 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  rebel  colonists  to 
throw  off  the  government  of  the  Mexican  laws. — 
Our  vessels  have  been  insulted.  They  have  been 
carried  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and 
there  treated  as  pirates,  whilst  the  real  pirates  dis- 
played a new  and  unknown  flag  in  the  same  ports, 
and  received  every  kind  of  assistance  arid  protection. 
The  w'ell-timed  and  energetic  remonstrances  that 
were  addressed  directly  by  the  government,  or 
through  its  agents,  to  the  cabinet  at  Washington, 
were  scarcely  considered  as  deserving  even  of  an 
unequivocal  answer,  which,  it  may  be  said,  had  no 
other  object  than  to  amuse  and  to  gain  time,  whilst 
the  w'ell-known  design  continued  to  be  prosecuted. 
Under  the  pretext  of  carrying  into  effect  the  trea- 
ties subsisting  between  the  two  republics,  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  Mexican  republic  has  been  invaded, 
for  the  purpose,  as  it  was  said  of  preventing  hostile 
movements  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  who  had  been 
expelled  from  the  United  States.  It  was  consider- 
ed as  insult  for  the  Mexican  minister  to  protest 
against  so  obvious  a violation  of  the  faith  of  trea- 
ties, and  which  was  a violation,  also,  of  principles 
recognized  among  nations,  and  particularly  of  the 
obligations  existing  between  the  two  republics. 

Under  these  circumstances,  there  appeared  a 
message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  in 
which  it  is  expressly  and  definitely  declared  that 
that  government  ought  not  to  recognize  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas,  until  it  was  recognized  by 
some  other  respectable  power,  ( nacion  de  categoria), 
or  unless  the  Mexican  government  was  unable  to 
protect  and  to  maintain  her  rights  by  force.  But 
subsequently  this  declaration  was  contradicted  by 
the  message  called  the  message  of  reprisals,  in 
which  we  are  threatened  with  war,  if  we  do  not  give 
immediate  satisfaction  for  injuries  which  it  is  pre- 
tended we  have  done  the  United  States;  thus  chang- 
ing the  satisfaction  that  we  had  a right  to  demand, 
into  a grievous  complaint,  lor  the  purpose  of  justi- 
fying before  the  civilized  world  the  aggressions  that 
were  contemplated.  The  speculators  in  lands — and 
it  must  be  recollected  that  among  them  are  many 
persons  exercising  influence  in  the  public  affairs  of 
the  United  States — have  availed  themselves  of  every 
occasion  to  hasten  the  catastrophe.  They  imagined 
that  we  were  powerless,  in  consequence  of  the  un- 
fortunate affair  of  San  Jacinto,  and  flattered  them- 
selves that  the  Mexican  Republic  would  abandon 
the  defence  of  her  rights,  for  want  of  power  to  en- 
force them.  Finally,  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  has  attacked  them,  by  recognizing  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas,  and  has  thus  given  offence  to  a 
nation  distinguished  for  its  complying  disposition. 
In  this  deplorable  state  of  things,  the  government 
declares,  in  the  midst  of  the  national  representation, 
that  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas 
by  the  United  States  in  no  wise  affects  the  rights  of 
the  nation,  or  impairs  the  vigor  with  which  they 
will  be  maintained.  Already  the  Mexican  soldiers 
are  prepared  to  tread  with  their  feet  this  ungrateful 
soil;  and  we  cherish  the  hope  that  the  God  of  bat- 
tles will  secure  to  the  nation  the  triumph  of  its 
cause,  as  it  will  be  also  the  triumph  of  justice.  If 
hereafter  the  responsibilities  and  dangers  of  the  na- 
tion should  be  increased,  it  will  not  consider  the 
relative  strength  of  the  parties;  and  the  Mexicans, 
for  whom  glory  and  the  national  dignity  are  most 
sacred  titles,  will  maintain  their  rights  with  energy 
and  decision.  The  nation  does  not  compromise 
itself,  because  compromises  at  the  expense  of  honor 
are  not  noble.  Hitherto  wre  have  preserved  peace; 
and  we  will  endeavor  to  preserve  it,  for  it  is  the 
greatest  blessing  of  nations;  but  if  we  are  provok- 
ed into  war,  a we  will  not  decline  it.  The  govern- 
ment knows  that,  whatever  may  be  the  situation  of 
the  republic,  she  has,  within  herself,  as  all  young 
nations  have,  a vital  principle  of  energy  that  insures 
their  safety;  and  she  will  imitate  the  illustrious  ex- 
amples that  so  many  people  have  given  of  a sublime 
resignation  under  difficult  circumstances.  Gentle- 
men, the  Mexicans  will  conquer,  or  will  cease  to  exist. 

PKOTEST 

Addressed  to  the  government  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  by  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  of 
Mexico. 


To  his  excellency  the  secretary  of  foreign  relations  of 
the  United  Slates. 

Palace  of  the  national  government. 

Mexico,  March.  31,  1837. 

The  undersigned,  acting  minister  ol  foreign  re- 
lations of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  the  honor  of 
addressing  himself  to  the  honorable  secretary  of  the 
same  department  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
for  the  purpose  of  expressing  the  well-grounded 
surprise  with  which  his  excellency  the  president  ad 
interim  of  this  republic  has  seen  it  announced  in 
Bee  of  New  Orleans,  that  the  independence  pro- 
claimed by  the  insurgents  of  Texas  has  been  recog- 
nized by  the  congress  of  those  slates,  and  of  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Alcee  Labranche,  as  their  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  near  the  new  republic,  as  it  is 
called. 

These  proceedings  which  have  bec-n  carried  so 
far,  have  occasioned  the  more  astonishment  to  the 
Mexican  government,  as  there  was  no  reason  to 
fear  that  they  would  be  adopted,  whether  we  bear 
in  mind  the  obligations  annexed  to  the  friendship 
existing  between  this  republic  and  that,  and  w hich 
has  been  recognized  by  solemn  treaties,  or  the  as- 
suranceg  which  have  been  given  officially,  by  that 
government  at  various  times,  and  of  which  the  un- 
dersigned takes  the  liberty  of  citing  the  most  recent 
and  emphatical. 

When,  on  the  24th  of  Mays  of  the  year  last  past, 
senor  Gorostiza,  the  Mexican  minister  near  that  go- 
vernment, in  consequence  of  the  proposition  in  the 
senate  of  those  states, that  the  independence  of  Tex- 
as should  be  acknowledged  immediately  after  the 
reverse  sustained  by  our  troops,  on  the  21st  of  April, 
called  the  attention  of  that  government  to  the  rights 
of  Mexico  upon  Texas,  and  her  resources  for  mak- 
ing them  available,  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  sec- 
retary of  foreign  affairs,  thought  fit  to  declare  in  his 
reply  to  him  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month  of  May, 
(which  reply  the  undersigned  has  now  before  him), 
that  he  had  received  instructions  from  the  president 
of  those  states,  to  assure  him  that  no  final  action 
would  be  taken  in  relation  to  the  question,  unless 
founded  upon  the  same  rules  and  principles  which 
w'ere  taken  as  the  guide  in  the  disputes  between 
Spain  and  the  Hispano-American  states;  and  when 
all  the  facts  should  be  known,  and  not  before  : after 
a perfect,  diligent,  and  impartial  examination,  and 
keeping  always  in  mind  what  was  due  to  the  friend- 
ly relations  subsisting  between  that  republic  and 
this,  then  it  would  be  that  that  government  would 
proceed  to  decide  upon  a question,  which  it  consi- 
dered, as  well  as  the  Mexican  minister,  of  the  great- 
est importance  to  its  immediate  relations  and  its 
final  results. 

This  is  precisely  the  language  used  by  the  lion, 
secretary  in  the  last  days  of  May,  of  last  year,  and 
immediately  after  the  only  victory  obtained  by  the 
insurgents.  Now  let  it  be  allowed  the  undersigned 
to  ask:  Has  the  condition  of  things  described  by 
Mr.  Forsyth  arrived  ? Are  the  Texians,  wiih  re- 
spect to  Mexico,  in  the  same  position  that  the  Mex- 
icans were,  with  respect  to  Spain,  when  the  United 
States  acknow  ledged  her  independence  ? Is  there 
one  single  circumstance  of  identity  between  a na- 
tion of  more  than  six  millions  of  inhabitants,  who, 
by  their  unassisted  efforts,  threw  off  the  yoke  of 
oppression,  after  a bloody  contest  of  eleven  years, 
and  drove  the  host  of  oppressors  beyond  the  ocean, 
and  a few  thousand  vagrant  persons,  without  coun- 
try, without  religion,  without  laws,  and  threatened 
bv  a numerous  army,  now  on  the  march,  and  full  of 
enthusiasm,  to  recover  the  laurels  which  capricious 
fortune  denied  it  at  San  Jacinto?  Can  so  atrocious 
a wrong  be  done  to  Mexico,  as  to  consider  her  so 
weak,  that,  incapable  of  vindicating  her  rights  over 
the  territory  usurped  by  those  miserable  adventur- 
ers, she  will  consent  to  the  establishment  of  that  ri- 
diculous republic  ? If  the  undersigned  should  stop 
to  furnish  himself  the  solution  of  these  questions, 
his  note  would  become  tiresome  by  its  prolixity, 
and  he  would  give  offence  to  the  well-known  intel- 
ligence of  the  minister  whom  he  now  addresses. 

The  undersigned  has  now  before  him  another 
document,  not  less  interesting  than  the  one  already 
mentioned.  The  honorable  secretary  will  easily 
know'  thatl  refer  to  the  message  of  president  Jack- 
son,  transmitted  to  the  house  of  representatives  on 
the  21st  of  December  last,  w'ith  extracts  from  the 
report  of  the  agent  that  he  had  appointed  and  sent, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  civil,  military 
and  political  condition  of  Texas,  in  consequence  of 
a resolution  of  congress,  declaring  that  the  indepen- 
dence of  Texas  ought  to  be  recognized,  when  satis- 
factory information  should  be  received  that  there  ex- 
isted a government  capable  of  discharging  the  duties, 
and  of  fulfilling  the  obligations  of  an  independent 
power. 

This  official  document,  founded  upon  the  most 
solid  basis  of  justice  and  equity,  and  in  which  are 
conspicuous  the  most  sublime  principles  of  inter- 
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national  law,  was  published  in  the  journals  ol'those 
states,  as  an  additional  guaranty  given  to  Mexico 
that  her  rights  would  be  respected.  Its  whole  con- 
tents are  interesting,  and  give  assurances  of  the  neu- 
trality of the  United  States  in  the  question  between 
Mexico  and  Texas.  After  establishing  general 
principles,  that  document  prescribes  the  act  of  re- 
cognizing a new  state  as  one  of  great  delicacy  and 
responsibility,  it  admits  thata  premature  acknow- 
ledgment, if  not  considered  as  a justifiable  cause  of 
war,  is  always  in  danger  of  being  regarded  as  a 
proof  of  a hostile  feeling  towards  one  of  the  belig- 
rents.  It  assures  us  that  every  question  relating  to 
the  governments  of  foreign  nations  has  been  regard- 
ed by  the  United  States  as  very  embarrassing,  (se- 
diciosa,)  and  that  they  have  abstained  from  recog- 
nizing them,  until  after  obtaining  the  most  satisfac- 
tory evidence  to  enable  them  not  oniy  to  decide  cor- 
rectly, but  to  guard  their  decisions  from  every  un- 
worth}' imputation. 

Descending  afterwards  to  particular  cases,  it  re- 
minds us  of  the  prudence  they  observed  in  the  con- 
tmrorbj.  c.  (..reu  opain  auu  ner  colonies,  waning 
not  only  until  the  capacity  of  the  new  states  for 
self-government  should  be  abundantly  established, 
but  until  every  probability  that  they  would  be  again 
subjugated  had  entirely  disappeared;  and  confining 
itself,  in  continuation,  to  the  question  of  Texas,  it 
describes  the  disaster  which  took  place  at  San 
Jacinto,  and  its  consequences;  dwells  upon  the 
measures  taken  by  the  government  to  repair  it,  and 
expresses  the  opinion,  that  until  the  results  of  the 
new  expedition  that  was  about  to  be  taken  should 
be  known,  the  independence  (of  Texas)  should  be 
considered  as  suspended.  But  why  trespass  any 
longer  on  the  patience  of  the  honorable  secretary, 
in  narrating  the  contents  of  that  official  paper, 
which  must  be  familiar  to  him,  and  which,  besides, 
he  has  at  hand,  among  his  archieves?  It  will  be 
sufficient  to  remind  him  that,  on  that  occasion,  gene- 
neral  Jackson  believed  that  prudence  dictated  to  the 
U.  States  to  look  to  the  future,  and  to  maintain  their 
present  position,  if  not  until  Mexico,  or  one  of  the 
great  foreign  powers,  had  acknowledged  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  new  government,  at  least  until  the 
lapse  of  time,  or  the  course  of  events,  should  have 
proven,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  the  inhabitants  ofthat 
country  are  capable  of  maintaining  their  sovereignty, 
and  of  supporting  the  government  established  by 
them. 

What  subsequent  events,  then,  have  taken  place 
of  so  much  consequence  as  to  compel  the  govern- 
ment of  the  U.  States  to  abandon  that  just  and  cir- 
cumspect course  which  it  had  marked  out  for  itself? 
The  Mexican  government  has  no  knowledge  of 
them.  What  guaranties  do  the  Texians  now  offer, 
that  meet  the  views  of  the  message  above  referred 
to,  and  which  are  so  incontestible  that  they  have 
warranted  their  recognition  of  their  independence, 
and  of  extending  towards  them  the  couresies  due  to 
a neighboring  and  friendly  republic,  and  the  kind 
relations  subsisting  between  it  and  the  U.  States? 
/The  Mexican  government  regards  that  of  the 
United  States  as  too  just  to  suppose  that  any  ignoble 
views  or  purposes  of  aggrandizement  could  have 
influenced  it  in  taking  tne  iwcisive  step  now  under 
discussion.  But  this  step  being  an  unquestionable 
fact,  since  it  has  been  announced  in  an  official  jour- 
nal of  those  states,  as  is  the  Bee  of  New  Orleans, 
the  undersigned  has  been  expressly  instructed  by 
his  excellency  the  president  mi  interim,  of  the  Mexi- 
can republic  to  protest,  as  he  does  protest,  ill  the 
most  solemn  manner,  and  before  all  civilized  na- 
tions, against  the  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  the  republic,  (as  it  is  called)  of  Texas  by  the 
United  States;  declaring  that  it  cannot  now,  or  at 
any  other  time,  weaken,  diminish  or  impair,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  the  rights  of  the  Mexican  republic 
upon  the  territory  of  Texas,  as  well  as  those  that 
she  unquestionably  has,  to  employ  all  the  means 
that  are  or  that  will  be  in  her  power  to  recover  it. 

The  undersigned  requests  the  honorable  secreta- 
ry of  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  to  have 
the  goodness  to  make  known  the  contents  of  this 
note,  and  the  protest,  to  his  excellency  the  presi- 
dent of  those  states;  and  he  avails  himself  of  this 
occasion  to  offer  to  the  honorable  secretary  his  re- 
spectful and  distinguished  consideration. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

Translated  from  the  Mercurio  Be  Matamoras. 

After  having  finished  the  printing ,of  these  in- 
teresting documents,  in  which  will  be  perceived 
the  justice  with  which  this  republic  complains  of 
the  policy  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
in  recognizing  the  independence  of  the  insurrec- 
tionary portion  of  Texas,  and  the  dignity  with 
which  the  supreme  government  has  protested  be- 
fore the  world  against  this  measure,  which  funda- 
mentally attacks  its  rights,  it  is  our  painful  duty  to 
announce  that,  not  only  from  what  is  substantiated 


in  those  documents,  but  from  positive  facts,  a pre- 
disposition on  the  part  of  Uiose  states  to  go  to  war 
with  Mexico  is  demonstrated. 

The  readers  of  this  periodical  are  informed,  by 
an  editorial  remark  in  the  123th  number,  of  Friday 
last,  of  the  first  aggressions  committed  in  view  of 
our  port,  by  the  sloop  of  war  Natchez,  of  the  same 
states,  immediately  alter  her  arrival  on  our  coast; 
and  we  will,  therefore,  relate  only  the  acts  by  which 
those  aggressions  have  been  consummated.  After 
having  rescued  the  schooner  Louisiana,  which  had 
been  detained  by  the  Mexican  squadron,  was  man- 
ned by  Mexican  sailors,  and  at  anchor  alongside  the 
national  ship  General  Urrea,  (which  schooner,  as 
well  as  the  Champion,  was  awaiting  the  decision  of 
the  competent  tribunal),  she,  (the  Natchez),  de- 
manded, officially,  the  release  of  the  latter,  aground 
within  the  bar;  and  whilst  her  boats  were  coming 
to  the  shore  with  this  intention,  it  was  intimated  to 
the  commander  of  the  Urrea  that  if  he  attempted  to 
move  he  would  be  fired  into.  The  demand,  (the 
release  of  the  Champion),  beiiur  refused,  for  it  was 
improper,  thus  to  supersede  the  judicial  proceed- 
ings, reprisals  were  resorted  to,  and  that  vessel, 
(the  Urrea),  was  compelled  by  force  and  under  a 
discharge  of  cannon,  to  lower  her  flag,  the  American 
flag  being  hoisted  in  its  place.  At  the  same  time, 
she  pointed  her  guns  against  the  national  schooner 
Bravo,  that  was  upon  the  bar,  and  attempted  to  send 
her  armed  boats  to  shore.  The  battery  on  the  shore 
and  the  Bravo  returned  the  fire.  The  Mexicans 
had  patiently  borne  the  previous  wrongs,  but  could 
not  and  should  not  be  indifferent  to  this  unheard  of 
insult  to  their  honor  and  their  flag.  The  Natchez 
took  possession  of  the  Urrea,  and,  as  a just  reprisal, 
all  the  American  vessels  which  were  in  the  port 
have  been  detained.  The  Mexican  army  burns 
with  the  desire  to  avenge  this  outrage,  and  only 
regrets  that  an  element,  which  is  riot  its  own,  di- 
vides it  from  the  aggressor.  The  Mexican  repub- 
lic has  a right  then,  to  demand  a prompt  and  posi- 
tive satisfaction  for  this  outrage,  and  to  resort,  in 
the  mean  time,  to  reprisals.  She  has  not  been  the 
aggressor;  and,  in  the  present  case,  has  done  no- 
thing more  than  to  resist  the  insults  that  were  of- 
fered to  the  national  dignity. 

We  tremble  to  think  of  the  fatal  influence  that 
the  rash  and  unaccountable  conduct  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  Natchez  may  have  upon  the  rela- 
tions that  have  existed,  until  this  time,  between 
the  two  republics.  He  has  been  the  aggressor,  and 
he  must  answer  for  the  consequences.  Mexico,  in 
me  mean  lime,  Scuu, r,,Jr|  IhatHie  line  nci-fni-mprl  fipr 
duties  in  a state  of  peace,  will  perlorm  those  that 
may  belong  to  a state  of  war,  if  she  is  provoked  to 
it.  In  the  struggle,  she  will  have  in  her  favor 
heaven,  the  justice  of  her  cause,  and  the  good  will 
of  other  nations.  She  has  not  provoked  the  con- 
test, but  she  will  know  how  to  conduct  herself  in 
it,  with  the  dignity  of  a people  who  love  their  rights, 
who  idolize  their  honor,  and  who,  accustomed  to 
combat,  neither  fly  from  danger  nor  fear  death. 

All  the  Mexicans  resident  in  Matamoras. 


VIRGINIA. 

The  legislature  of  Virginia  convened  at  Rich- 
mond on  Monday  last,  the  12th  inst.,  in  pursuance 
of  the  governor’s  proclamation.  The  following 
message  was  received  from  the  governor. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate 

and  house  of  delegates: 

The  sudden  and  unexampled  reverse  which  has 
occurred  in  the  currency  and  business  of  the  coun- 
try, in  the  view  which  I have  taken  of  the  subject, 
made  it  my  duty,  under  the  constitution,  to  convene 
you  before  the  period  for  the  annual  session.  The 
resolutions  of  the  banks  to  suspend  specie  payments 
— the  penalties  incurred  thereby  by  some  of  them, 
and  the  difficulties  likely  to  arise  in  the  collection 
of  the  public  revenue,  furnish  the  grounds  for  the 
executive  proceeding  under  which  you  are  assem- 
bled. A state  of  things  most  unfavorable  to  the 
industry  and  prosperity  of  the  country,  has  unex- 
pectedly come  upon  us,  requiring,  as  I humbly  con- 
ceive, the  early  and  solemn  consideration  of  the 
general  assembly. 

The  bank  of  Virginia,  the  Farmers’  bank  of  Vir- 
ginia, the  bank  of  the  Valley,  and  the  Merchants’ 
and  Mechanics’  bank  of  Wheeling,  have  severally 
suspended  specie  payments.  The  North  Western 
bank,  at  the  date  of  the  latest  accounts,  continued 
to  meet  its  engagements  with  punctuality,  and  is 
the  only  banking  institution  in  the  commonwealth 
which  has  not  been  compelled  to  seek  protection 
against  the  pressure  of  the  times  in  suspension  of 
payments.  The  bank  of  Virginia  declared  the  re- 
solution on  the  15th  of  May;  on  the  day  after,  the 
example  was  followed  by  the  Farmers’  bank.  Be- 
fore this  step  was  taken,  and  even  before  it  appears 
to  have  been  anticipated,  it  had  been  resorted  to  by 


the  banks  of  the  large  commercial  cities  of  the 
north.  Subsequently  and  in  quick  succession,  bank 
after  bank  has  followed  the  example  set  first  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  now  there  is  scarcely  a bank 
of  large  capital  and  extended  operations  in  any 
part  ot  the  union,  which  redeems  its  notes  in  specie. 

It  was  not  to  be  expectc-d  that  the  banks  of  this 
commonwealth — those  of  them  at  least  whose  issues 
had  been  largely  and  widely  diffused — could  long 
continue  to  pay  specie  alter  the  banks  of  the  north- 
ern and  eastern  cities  had  resolved  to  withhold  it. 
Prior  even  to  the  declaration  of  the  northern  banks, 
specie  was  at  a premium,  and  had  become  an  arti- 
cle of  traffic;  and  the  demands  lor  il,  and  the  pre- 
mium it  would  command,  were  sure  to  be  increased, 
and  in  point  of  fact,  were  increased,  by  the  deter- 
mination of  those  banks  to  close  their  vaults.  As  a 
consequence,  large  and  increasing  demands  would 
be  made  upon  our  banks,  to  redeem  their  notes  and 
liquidate  balances;  and  their  ability  to  meet  such 
demands  was  diminished  by  having  the  chance  of 
supply  Horn  that  quarter  denied  to  them.  It  was 
apparent  that  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth  (I 
refer  especiallv  to  the  two  principal  institutions), 
would  be  brought  at  last  to  a denial  oi  specie— a 
course  of  rigorous  collection,  whilst  it  would  have 
aggravated  greatly  the  public  distress,  could  at  most 
have  but  delayed  the  evil  day;  and  the  banks  were 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  choosing  between  a sus- 
pension of  payments  as  a measure  of  precaution, 
and  of  losing  their  supplying  without  being  able 
effectually  to  resist  the  run  which  would  be  made 
upon  them.  The  former  alternative  was  recom- 
mended by  the  examples  of  other  banks — by  con- 
siderations of  impartial  justice  towards  every  credi- 
tor—by  the  embarrassment  in  which  their  debtors 
were  unexpectedly  involved,  and  the  final  security 
of  their  debts — and  was  the  course  apparently  best 
calculated  to  avoid  agitation  and  alarm,  and  to  ena- 
ble them  to  assist  in  correcting  Ihe  derangement 
which  had  occurred  in  onr  pecuniary  concerns. 

Whatever  differences  of  opinion  there  may  be  as 
to  the  cause,  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  respect- 
ing the  reality  and  extent  of  the  public  distress. — - 
Failures  for  unexampled  amounts  have  occurred: 
confidence,  and  with  it,  the  immense  credit  which 
it  upheld,  is  gone:  the  price  of  every  agricultural 
product  has  declined;  and  in  a time  of  peace,  and 
in  the  absence  of  physical  calamity,  the  whole 
country  is  uneasy  and  anxious  about  the  future. — 
Patience,  economy  and  industry — a reliance  upon 
themselves  and  the  exertions  of  their  sturdy  virtues, 


will  enable  our  citizens  to  recover  speedily  from 
resource  against  the  evils  which' are  ’expeYiencecf, 
and  the  best  defence  against  their  recurrence  here- 


after. 

The  time  is  unpropilious,  if  it  were  otherwise 
desirable,  to  attempt  any  radical  changes  in  the 
policy  of  the  commonwealth.  The  system  of  bank- 
ing has  been  long  since  introduced,  and  we  find  it 
fixed  upon  us.  The  commonwealth  is  largely  in- 
terested in  the  stocks  of  our  banking  institutions, 
through  the  fund  for  internal  improvement  and  the 
literary  fund;  and  the  stock  which  is  thus  held,  is  a 
part  oi'  the  security  which  has  been  pledged  to  the 
holders  of  the  public  debt.  Bank  paper  has  long 
performed  all  the  purposes  of  currency,  and  by  the 
holders  of  it,  the  poor  and  the  rich,  is  counted  as 
money.  The  merchants  and  traders  of  our  towns 
have  been  accustomed  to  look  to  the  banks  for  facil- 
ities and  aid;  and  through  (heir  instrumentality  it 
was,  they  have  been  enabled  to  make  their  purcha- 
ses of  the  planter  and  farmer.  It  would  surely  be 
unwise  in  a period  of  difficulty,  and  when  private 
credit  is  in  need  of  unusual  facilities,  to  put  down 
institutions  which  are  so  incorporated  with  every 
public  individual  interest,  and  from  which  it  would 
result  as  an  immediate  consequence,  that  the  diffi- 
culties of  paying  would  be  augmented,  whilst  the 
debt  to  be  paid  would  be  increased.  Inhere  are  those 
who  would  have  no  banks,  either  state  or  federal, 
and  are  for  enforcing  an  exclusive  metallic  circula- 
tion. The  project,  in  the  actual  condition  of  the 
country,  I believe  to  be  wholly  impracticable,  and 
the  agitation  of  it  at  this  period,  could  have  no  other 
effect  than  still  further  to  derange  the  business  and 
oppress  every  interest  in  the  community.  And  I 
consider  it  of  the  highest  importance  to  maintain 
the  credit  of  the  state  banks,  as  forming,  under 
proper  regulations  and  reforms,  the  only  practical 
substitute  for  a United  States  bank— and  their  pre- 
servation affords  the  only  defence  against  the  dan- 
gerous scheme  of  a powerful  and  overwhelming 
national  institution. 

By  the  provisions  introduced  into  the  charter  of 
the  Farmers’  bank  at  the  renewal  in  1824,  taken 
from  the  charter  of  the  North  Western  bank  and 
the  Bank  of  the  Valley,  the  corporate  pow'ers  of 
that  bank  and  of  the  Bank  of  (he  Valley,  except  for 
, the  purpose  of  collecting  debts  and  closing  their  ac- 
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counts,  were  forfeited  by  the  refusal  to  pay  specie: 
and  they  became  thereby  liable  to  serious  penal- 
ties. The  same  act  on  the  part  of  the  bank  of  Vir- 
ginia and  the  Merchants'  and  Mechanics’  bank  of 
Wheeling,  is  not  visited  by  a like  heavy  condemna- 
tion. But  whilst  in  that  respect  these  institutions 
are  favored  by  the  existing  laws,  the  community, 
without  your  interference,  might  be  exposed  to  se- 
rious inconvenience  by  the  provision  in  the  amend- 
ed charter  of  the  bank  of  Virginia,  which  declares, 
that  “if  the  said  bank  shall  at  any  time  fail  or  re- 
fuse to  redeem  its  notes  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  its 
issues  shall  be  no  longer  receivable  in  payments  to 
the  state.” 

If  the  banks  are  not  relieved,  the  revenue  amount- 
ing on  an  average  to  upwards  of  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars  annually,  cannot  be  paid  except  in 
specie.  This  amount  of  gold  and  silver  would  be 
temporarily  withdrawn  lrom  circulation,  at  the 
very  time  when  it  would  be  most  wanted  in  the 
country,  to  enable  the  people  to  carry  on  their  pp- 
cuniary  transactions. 

The  suspension  of  payments  by  the  banks  being 

„l ] 14  -r  — — -u;„n,  ,.t  (ko  they 

eould  not  control,  and  which  in  common  with  a 
large  portion  of  our  fellow  citizens,  they  did  not 
foresee,  they  are  surely  entitled  to  the  indulgent 
consideration  of  the  general  assembly,  and  indul- 
gence to  them  seems  to  be  alike  demanded  by  a 
proper  regard  to  the  general  welfare.  In  addition 
to  what  I have  before  briefly  suggested,  it  should 
be  remembered  that  the  crop  of  tobacco  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  as  I am  informed,  is,  to  a large  extent, 
unsold,  and  the  crop  of  wheat  will  soon  be  matured. 
The  crop  of  tobacco,  owing  to  the  decline  from  form- 
er prices,  and  the  limited  demand  for  it,  or  rather  the 
difficulties  which  are  experienced  in  raising  money 
to  purchase  it,  has  come  with  unusual  slowness  to 
market.  It  will  indeed  be  difficult  for  the  planters 
and  farmers  to  dispose  of  their  crops,  if  the  banks 
shall  be  unable  or  be  prohibited  from  alfording  fa- 
cilities to  the  purchasers  in  their  negotiations.  Be- 
sides, the  evils  which  would  be  felt  at  home,  by  any 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  sale  of  these  great  sta- 
ples, there^ would  be  a large  reduction  from  the 
amount  of  our  foreign  exports,  which  it  is  import- 
ant to  encourage,  with  a view  to  satisfy  the  heavy- 
balance  against  us,  and  the  reduction  of  which  can 
alone  remove  the  demand  for  specie. 

Impressed  with  the  soundness  and  importance  of 
these  general  views,  I venture  respectfully  to  re- 
commend to  the  general  assembly,  to  relieve  the 
banks  from  the  penalties  and  disabilities  incurred 

k»  „nrt  •*  iJ1-  1 - 

suspension  ol  specie  payments,  the  measure  is 
earnestly  desired  by  a large  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity; it  will  have  the  effect  of  re-establishing  con- 
fidence, and  must  sensibly  mitigate  the  severity  of 
the  times.  The  currency,  if  it  can  be  changed  at 
all,  and  it  be  wise  to  attempt  it,  can  be  changed 
with  safety  only  by  slow  and  measured  alterations. 
Injustice,  as  well  as  great  loss,  must  attend  any 
sudden  and  radical  attempts  at  alteration.  At  the 
same  time  that  the  banks  are  relieved  from  their 
disabilities,  and  continued  in  the  en  joyment  of  their 
corporate  privileges,  great  care  should  be  taken  to 
guard  against  abuses,  and  to  secure  the  resumption 
of  specie  payments  at  the  earliest  possible  period. 
The  extension  of  their  issues,  as  that  would  retard 
specie  payments,  should  be  carefully  avoided. — 
The  longer  the  suspension  continues,  the  greater 
will  be  the  difficulty  in  recovering  from  it,  and  the 
more  we  shall  be  in  danger  of  a permanently  dis- 
ordered and  progressively  depreciating  currency. 
It  is  a matter  of  great  moment  to  the  public,  and  it 
is  important  to  the  banks,  if  they  would  preserve 
their  credit  with  the  community,  to  guard  against 
a disordered  and  depreciated  currency,  and  there  is 
no  security  against  the  mischief  but  by  a rigid  ful- 
filment of  their  duties  under  the  laws,  by  the  pay- 
ment of  specie. 

I have  endeavored  with  brevity  and  frankness  to 
communicate  my  views  on  the  present  perplexing 
state  of  public  and  private  affairs.  They  are  sub- 
mitted with  diffidence,  and  with  the  profoundest 
respect  for  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  the 
general  assembly.  We  have  but  one  object  in 
view,  to  cherish  and  defend  the  prosperity  of  our 
common  country;  and  now  that  her  prosperity  has 
suffered  a transitory  gloom,  let  all  minor  divisions 
be  forgotten  in  a hearty  and  united  devotion  to  her 
true  and  permanent  welfare. 

This  is  a season  of  the  year  when  it  may  be  un- 
safe for  many  of  you  to  remain  here  longer  than 
may  be  absolutely  required  to  mature  acts  for  the 
relief  of  the  banks.  There  may  be  other  reasons 
why  the  session  should  not  be  protracted- — no  good 
can  arise  from  agitating  the  public  mind  by  propos- 
ing new  plans  of  reform — evil  may.  There  seem 
to  be  no  settled  opinions  on  many  branches  of  the 
subject — congress  is  about  to  meet — It  may  be  im- 


portant to  hear  what  they  have  to  propose.  The 
general  assembly  will  reassemble  at  the  next  an- 
nual session,  prepared  to  act  with  greater  delibera- 
tion, and  time  will  have  been  afiorded  to  see  in 
some  measure  the  results  of  the  present  state  of 
things.  I will  therefore  submit  no  other  subject  for 
your  consideration,  and  know  of  none  which  may 
not  with  propiiety  be  postponed. 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 

Executive  department,  June  12th,  1337. 


LOUISIANA. 

The  governer  of  this  state  has  refused  to  convene 
the  legislature.  The  following  are  his  reasons  ad- 
dressed in  answer  to  the  committee  of  a meeting 
held  in  Alexandria: 

Gentlemen:  I have  given  the  most  anxious  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  matter  of  the  resolutions  adopted 
on  the  24th  ult.  by  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the 
parish  of  Rapides,  a copy  of  which  was  submited 
by  you  on  Wednesday. 

Tn  thp  rvpj  n wv >->  of  iho  o a /% »rp«4-.r-o r>A  ■»-. 

the  resolutions,  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
by  the  banks,  and  the  general  distress  and  want  of 
confidence  now  pervading  the  community,  have 
produced  a state  of  things  requiring  immediate  and 
efficient  legislation  for  the  present  relief  and  future 
protection  of  the  citizens  of  the  state;  and  in  this 
view,  they  earnestly  requested  the  governor  to  con- 
vene the  legislature  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done. 

My  high  sense  of  respect  for  yourselves,  gentle- 
men, not  less  than  my  habitual  deference  for  the 
wishes  and  opinions  of  those  by  whom  you  were 
deputed,  W'ere  well  calculated  to  create  a desire  in 
in  me  to  comply,  if  possible,  with  any  suggestion 
originating  in  that  quarter,  and  conveyed  to  me  in 
the  way  this  was. 

That  a fearful  derangement  in  the  currency  has 
occurred,  and  that  consequent  embarrassment  and 
distress  to  an  alarming  extent,  is  felt  by  the  com- 
munity, is  but  too  apparent;  butafter  the  most  dili- 
gent examination  of  the  case,  I am  unable  satisfac- 
torily to  apprehend  the  precise  nature  of  the  imme- 
diate and  efficient  legislation  from  which  the  re- 
lief is  to  be  expected. 

If  the  legislature  were  convened  on  the  occasion, 
it  could  only  be  in  the  view  of  passing  enactments 
bearing  on  the  currency — an  expedient  which  my 
sense  of  duty'  and  of  public  utility  would  scarcely 
permit  me  to  recommend. 

The  soundness  of  the  currency  and  the  confidence 
of  (he  public  in  its  integrby,  cannot  depend  on  lo- 
cal regulation.  Flowing  throup-h  m/mnm y ia- 
.....,.-,Pv,:a,ii,u3  vi  iMuc,  u is  the  vitalizing  current 
of  the  whole  body  politic;  from  whence  it  follows 
that  legislation  on  the  subject,  to  be  efficient,  must 
be  of  a general  character. 

These  principles,  which  are  deriuceable  from  the 
immutable  laws  governing  human  affairs,  are  also 
consigned  in  the  wisdom  of  the  federal  constitution. 
By  the  tenor  of  that  instrument,  a recurrence  to 
which  will  prove  the  ark  of.  safety  to  the  people  in 
all  times  of  trial  and  danger,  the  power  to  regulate 
the  value  of  money  was  intended  to  be  reserved  to 
the  general  government,  and  inhibited  to  the  several 
stales.  By  a Fatal  departure  from  the  forecast  of 
that  compact,  and  an  assumption  by  the  states  of  the 
tree  exercise  of  the  power  of  legislation  in  this  re- 
spect, the  currency  and  finances  of  the  country  have 
been  brought  to  the  verge  of  irretrievable  ruin. 

Another  weighty  consideration  with  me  is  that 
congress,  the  only  appropriate  body,  and  in  which 
the  power  constitutionally  resides  to  provide  for 
the  emergency,  has  been  called  by  the  president  of 
the  U.  States  to  meet  at  an  early  day.  It  is  not 
important  that  whatever  is  to  be  done  by  the  state, 
should  come  in  as  consequent  on,  and  be  adapted 
to,  the  determinations  at  Washington.  The  great 
desideratum,  the  resumption  of  specie  payments, 
can  only  be  brought  about  by  concert  of  action  be- 
tween the  state  and  federal  governments.  , 

In  the  mean  time,  the  elements  that  were  fearful- 
ly agitated  by  the  suspension  appear,  to  be  subsid- 
ing, and  will,  if  left  to  themselves,  in  all  probabili- 
ty, shortly  settle  down  to  a system,  to  which  how- 
ever inconvenient,  the  habits  of  the  people  will  en- 
deavor to  bend  in  hope  of  better  days.  To  call  the 
legislature  at  this  moment,  wmuld  only  tend  to  throw' 
every  thing  into  new  doubt  and  uncertainty,  whilst 
the  evil  would  he  beyond  their  control  and  the 
remedy  wholly  independent  of  their  action.  Your 
obedient  servant,  E.  D.  WHITE. 

To  Messrs.  .7.  Thomas,  S.  C.  Cuny,  T.  Haild, 
A.  P.  Williams,  and  M.  P.  Flint. 

New  Orleans,  June  4th,  1837. 

FOREIGN  PAUPERS  IN  NEW  YORK. 

Mayor's  office.  New  York,  June  5th,  1837. 
Gentlemen  of  the  common  council: 

The  laws  of  this  state  require  that  the  captain  of 
every  ship  or  vessel,  landing  passengers  in  this  city, 


from  a forqign  country,  or  from  another  state,  shall 
report  the  name,  last  legal  settlement,  place  of  birth, 
age  and  occupation  of  such  passenger,  to  the  major 
of  the  city,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  arriv  al, 
under  a penally  of  seventy-five  dollars  lor  each  pas- 
senger so  neglected  to  be  reported:  and  that  every 
person  not  being  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  com- 
ing to  this  city  with  intention  to  reside,  shall  report 
himself  to  the  mayor  within  twenty-four  hours  after 
arrival,  under  a penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars  for 
neglecting  to  do  so. 

On  the  18th  of  May  last  past,  I received  informa- 
tion that  the  masters  or  commanders  of  certain 
ships,  for  the  manifest  purpose  of  evading  the'salu- 
tary  provisions  of  our  laws,  had  lately  landed  pas- 
sengeis  incur  vicinity,  with  the  intent  that  they 
should  forthwith  proceed  to  this  city.  I have  given 
public  notice  that  the  penalties  of  the  law  w ould  be 
strictly  enforced  against  all  commanders  or  masters 
of  all  ships,  steamboats,  ferry  boats  and  other  ves- 
sels, and  all  others  who  should  violate  any  of  the 
or„«:c..n  vi.a  notice  was  dis- 
tributed throughout  (lie  city  and  sent  to  other  piact  s. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  a letter  from  Dr.  Rockwell, 
the  health  officer  at  Staten  Island,  was  placed  in 
my  possession,  as  president  of  the  board  of  health, 
in  which  it  is  stated  that  on  the  day  previous  there 
arrived  at  quarantine  the  British  ship  “Lockwoods,” 
William  Lawton,  master,  46  days  from  Liverpool, 
with  thirty  officers  and  seamen,  two  cabin  passen- 
gers, and  three  hundred  and  fifty  steerage  passen- 
gers: that  it  was  stated  by  the  captain  that  two 
children  were  born  on  the  passage:  that  the  passen- 
gers were  consigned  to  Ravson  & McMurray,  and 
the  vessel  to  Messrs.  Thomas  Irvin  & Co.  of  this 
city. 

The  health  officer  gave  orders  that  the  passen- 
gers should  wash  and  clean  their  clothes  and  bid- 
ding'— be  landed  there,  and  afterwards  have  the  ship 
cleansed.  But  by  the  direction  of  the  consignees, 
and  aided  by  the  steamboat  Statesman,  and  a New 
York  pilot,  all  acting  in  gross  violation  of  our  laws, 
and  against  the  best  interests  of  our  suffering  city; 
this  vessel  was  taken  by  the  captain  to  Ari.Lcyr, 
where  the  two  American  lighters,  previously  hired 
by  him  for  the  purpose,  took  the  3£0  steerage  pas- 
sengers and  brought  them  to  Jersey  City.  Having 
been  early  apprised  of  the  predetermined  fraud  and 
intended  insult  to  our  rights,  I despatched  during 
the  night  several  officers  to  the  mayor  of  Jersey 
City,  informing  him  of  all  the  circumstances,  and 
respectfully  requesting  his  co-operation  to  prevent 
criminal  evasion  of  our  laws.  His  honor  at 
once  seconded  my  wishes  in  a generous  and  spirit- 
ed manner.  The  consequence  was,  those  passen- 
gers were  not  landed  there,  but  were  finally  put 
ashore  in  our  city  from  the  lighters,  after  haying 
promised  one  of  the  commissioners  of  health  to  re- 
turn to  quarantine. 

I am  assured  that  one  of  the  owners  of  the  “Lock- 
wmods”  w as  actually  cn  board  of  that  ship,  and  has 
gone  with  her  to  Quebec.  Writs  have  been  issued 
for  the  arrest  of  Richard  Irvin,  and  of  Raw-run  & 
McMurray,  in  the  sum  of  $3G,GC0  each,  to  recover 
the  penalties  incurred  by  them 

On  the  2d  inst  t received  a further  notice  from 
Dr.  Rockwell,  informing  that  the  British  ships 
Phoebe  with  325,  Sherbrooke  with  202,  and  Harriet 
with  246  steerage  passengers,  are  now  on  their  way 
here,  with  orders  to  land  their  passengers  at  Amboy 
— all  to  be  sent  into  our  city. 

I have  also  received  lrom  the  commissioners  of 
the  alms  house,  a document,  of  which  the  following 
is  a copy,  viz: 

“ Office  of  commissioners  of  alms  house, 

“ New  York,  June  2,  1837. 

“At  a meeting  of  the  board,  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolutions  were  adopted: 

“Whereas,  several  vessels  lrom  foreign  countries 
have  recentty  entered  the  port  of  Amboy  in  the 
state  of  New  Jersey,  with  passengers,  have  landed 
the  same  at  that  place,  and  caused  them  to  he  con- 
veyed to  the  city  w ith  lire  view  of  evading  the  law  s 
of  this  state,  as  existing  in  regard  to  alien  passen- 
gers, and  whereas  many  of  said  passengers  are  lia- 
ble to  become  a burden  to  this  city  and  county  by 
reason  of  poverty,  and  some  of  said  passengers  so  in- 
troduced have  already  made  application  for  admission 
into  the  alms  house — • 

“ Therefore , resolved.  That  the  mayor  of  this  city 
be  requested  to  bring  the  subject  of  such  illegal  in- 
troduction of  passengers  before  the  common  coun- 
cil as  speedily  as  possible,  that  such  measures  may  - 
be  taken  in  the  case  as  may  be  deemed  appropriate 
and  necessarj'. 

“Resolved,  That  the  mayor  he  furnished  with  a 
copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions. 

“Z.  RING,  chairman, pro  tem.” 

The  opinion  is  entertained  that  there  is  a settled 
arrangement  in  some  parts  of  Europe,  to  send  their 
famishing  hordes  to  our  city.  The  operations  of  cer- 
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lain  companies  have  been  noticed.  But  contractors 
are  becoming  so  covetous,  that  they  atllict  this 
country  with  a pauper  population  in  consideration 
of  receiving  from  steerage  passengers  more  than  $2 
per  head  extra,  for  agreeing  to  land  them  in  New 
York;  instead  of  winch,  these  traders  in  foreign 
paupers  secretly  clear  their  vessels  for  Amboy,  in 
New  Jersey,  there  to  land  the  said  passengers,  and 
thereafter  send  them  to  New  York  by  other  convey- 
ance, or  leave  them  there  to  provide  for  themselves. 
Our  city  is  generally  the  place  to  which  they  con- 
tract to  be  carried,  on  leaving  Liverpool. 

This  business  is  likely  to  be  fiercely  driven 
throughout  the  ensuing  year.  Hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  the  population  of  portions  of  Europe  are  in 
a state  of  poverty,  excitement  and  wretchedness- 
tile  prospect  before  them  very  discouraging.  The 
old  country  has  more  people  than  it  is  convenient  to 
support.  And  although  many  of  them  feel  no  par- 
ticular anxiety  to  leave  their  native  land,  they  see 
others  depart — they  read  the  mixture  of  truth  and 
fiction,  published  by  those  employe  d to  obtain  pas- 
sengers— they  are  assured  they  can  easily  return  it 
they  are  not  suited  with  the  country — that  certain 
employment,  enormously  high  wages,  and  almost 
sure  wealth,  await  them.  The  times  being  more 
unpromising  in  other  countries  than  in  our  own, 
they  imagine  they  cannot  change  for  the  worse; 
and  hither  they  come.  They  cannot  fail  to  be  an 
intolerable  burthen  to  us.  As  soon  as  they  arrive 
within  our  limits,  many  of  them  begin  to  suffer, 
and  to  beg.  Some  of  those  by  the  “Lockwoods” 
commenced  as  mendicants  on  the  first  day  they  saw 
our  city,  and  some  of  them  on  the  first  night  there- 
after, sought  the  watch  house  for  a shelter;  others 
solicited  aid  at  the  commissioner’s  office,  and  not  a 
few  at  the  mayor’s  residence.  Nearly  2,000  arrive 
each  week,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  many  months 
will  elapse  before  the  number  per  week  will  be 
3,000.  In  the  Boreas,  which  came  in  on  Saturday, 
there  were  about  150  steerage  passengers.  They 
were  landed  from  a lighter,  near  the  foot  of  Rector 
street,  at  10  A.  M.  on  Sunday.  Some  of  them  de- 
clared they  had  not  means  to  obtain  one  day’s  stor- 
age for  a chest. 

Our  streets  are  filled  with  the  wandering  crowds 
of  these  passengers — clustering  in  our  city — unac- 
customed to  our  climate — w'ithout  money — with- 
out employment— without  friends — many  not  speak- 
ing our  language — and  w'ithout  any  dependence  for 
food,  or  raiment,  or  fireside — certain  of  nothing  but 
hardship  and  a grave;  and  to  be  viewed,  of  course, 
with  no  very  ardent  sympathy  by  those  native  citi- 
zens whose  immediate  ancestors  were  the  saviours 
of  the  country  in  its  greatest  peril.  Besides,  many 
of  them  seem  not  to  hold  opinions  in  harmony  with 
the  true  spirit  of  our  government.  They  drive  our 
native  workmen  into  exile,  where  they  must  war 
again  with  the  savage  of  the  wilderness — encounter 
again  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife — and  meet 
death  beyond  the  regions  of  civilization  and  of 
home.  It  is  apprehended  they  will  bring  disease 
among  us;  and  if  they  have  it  not  with  them  on  ar- 
rival, they  may  generate  a plague  by  collecting  in 
crowds  within  small  tenements  and  foul  hovels. — 
What  is  to  become  of  them?  is  a question  of  serious 
import.  Our  whole  almshouse  department  is  so 
lull  that  no  more  can  be  received  there  without 
manifest  hazard  to  the  health  of  every  inmate.  Pe- 
titions signed  by  hundreds,  asking  for  work,  are 
presented  in  vain.  Private  associations  for  relief 
are  almost  wholly  without  funds.  Thousands  must 
therefore  wander  to  and  fro  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
—filling  every  part  of  our  once  happy  land  with 
squalid  poverty  and  with  profligacy. 

It  is  a mercy  to  them  to  keep  them  where  they 
are,  at  their  own  fireside,  be  it  ever  so  humble — 
where  they  will  be  among  their  relatives,  and  un- 
der governments  that  are  bound  to  take  care  of 
them  at  all  hazards. 

The  immortal  patriots  who  declared  our  national 
independence  were  willing  this  country  should  form 
an  asylum  for  the  oppressed  of  all  nations.  And 
while  they  stood  boldly  forth  on  behalf  of  the  seve- 
ral states,  and  counselled  them  to  “assume  among 
the  powers  of  the  earth,  the  separate  and  equal 
station  to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nature’s 
God  entitled  them,”  and  while  they  insisted  “that 
governments  were  instituted  among  men  to  SE- 
CURE the  inalienable  rights  of  life,  liberty  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness” — they  stated  as  one  of  the 
causes  of  separation  from  England,  that  the  king 
“ had  sent  hither  swarms  of  officers , to  harrass  our 
people  and  eat  out  their  substance.”  Our  city  now 
complains  of  a similar  grievance,  of  no  less  magni- 
tude. I cannot  doubt  that  all  our  citizens,  both 
native  and  those  we  have  adopted,  must  abhor  to 
see  this  blood-bought  land  of  liberty  and  hope, 
forcibly  made  the  common  resort,  and  finally  the 
general  residence,  of  the  drones,  lazzaroni,  conspi- 
rators, agrarians,  revolutionary  incendiaries  and 


: fugitives  from  justice,  of  various  qrarts  of  the  old 
world. 

It  would  be  cruelty  to  all  who  support  our  go- 
vernment-— the  deepest  ingratitude  to  the  descend- 
ants of  those  who  bore  the  heat  and  burthen  of 
those  days  that  tried  men’s  souls  in  the  war  of  1776 
— and  cruel  oppression  upon  those  whose  dauntless 
chivalry  in  the  war  of  1812,  hurried  to  the  rescue, 
and  gallantly  sustained  the  honor  of  our  country. 

Several  thousands  of  colored  people  also  remain 
among  us,  entitled  to  the  protection  of  our  laws. — 
All  these,  or  their  parents,  were  slaves,  until  they 
were  led  forth  to  freedom  by  that  great  philanthro- 
pist, Daniel  D.  Tompkins.  As  they  had  been 
faithful  in  their  humility,  they  naturally  looked  for 
attention  from  this  country  in  the  days  of  their 
liberty.  But  the  increasing  influx  of  needy  emi- 
grants has  deprived  them,  from  time  to  time,  of 
patronage,  until,  in  many  cases,  they  are  thereby 
turned  into  the  foulest  conditions  of  life — driven 
into  corners,  cellars  and  dens,  where  virtue  cannot 
breathe,  and  where  utter  destruction  is  all  they  can 
obtain.  Idle  male  pauper  emigrants  have  been  fur- 
nished with  food  and  luel,  whilst  both  have  been 
denied  to  sober  colored  widows,  with  small  chil- 
dren, in  extreme  necessity. 

The  exertions  to  evade  our  laws  arise,  it  is  said, 
from  the  circumstance,  that  the  expenses  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  landing  alien  passengers  at  Amboy', 
are  merely  nominal.  It  is,  therefore,  greatly  de- 
sirable that  the  common  council  of  this  city  should 
solicit  the  co-operation  of  the  government  of  this 
state  in  an  application  to  the  proper  authorities  of 
the  state  of  New  Jersey,  for  the  enactment  of  such 
laws  there,  as  will  make  it  no  longer  profitable  for 
shippers,  in  Europe,  to  leave  their  passengers,  in- 
tended for  this  city',  at  any  port  in  that  state.  Jus- 
tice and  propriety  ask  this  at  our  hands.  Amboy 
is  not  the  choice  of  the  passengers,  but  sought  by 
those  who  gather  them  in  Europe.  They  soon  ar- 
rive among  us,  with  disease  upon  many  of  them; 
and  bringing  with  them  their  miserable  remains  of 
ragged,  uncleansed  clothes  and  bedding. 

Another  arrangement  is  very  desirable.  At  pre- 
sent, the  vessel  arrives,  and  the  passengers  very 
frequently,  and  indeed  generally,  come  into,  and 
become  scattered  throughout,  the  city,  before  they 
are  bonded  or  commuted  for.  I am  inclined  to  the 
opinion,  that  no  passengers  should  leave  the  ves- 
sel before  such  arrangements  are  first  satisfactorily 
completed. 

By  chap.  56,  sec.  16,  of  the  laws  and  ordinances 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  it  is  enacted,  that  in  all 
cases  where  the  mayor  shall  deem  it  expedient  to 
commute  for  alien  passengers  arriving  at  this  port, 
instead  of  requiring  indemnity  bonds,  he  is  author- 
ised to  receive  such  sum,  in  lieu  of  such  bonds,  as 
he  shall  deem  adequate,  not  less  than  one  dollar, 
and  not  more  than  ten  dollars,  for  each  passenger. 
I deem  it  my  duty  to  inform  the  common  council, 
that  is  my  intention,  hereafter,  in  all  cases  where 
it  would  not  be  unreasonable,  to  require  and  de- 
mand ten  dollars  for  such  commutation,  from  each 
alien  passenger.  And  on  advising  with  the  com- 
missioners of  the  alms  house  as  to  this  intention,  I 
am  authorised  to  say  that  they  approve  and  unite 
with  me  in  if.  And  I am  bound  to  believe  that  it 
will  receive  the  sanction  of  the  public.  Our  cily 
should  not,  whenever  it  can  be  avoided,  receive 
more  persons  likely  to  become  chargeable.  It 
will  be  a herculean  task  to  employ  and  take  care 
of  those  who  are  already  within  our  jurisdiction. 
Our  funds  appropriated  for  charitable  purposes 
promises  no  overplus.  Provisions,  fuel  and  cloth- 
ing for  the  alms  house,  are  still  very  expensive. 

Laborers  are  not  sought  after;  and  while  we  pity 
the  griefs  and  sorrows  of  all  our  fellow  creatures, 
we  cannot  deny  that  a preference,  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  charities,  as  well  as  place  and  employment, 
is  due  to  the  decendants  of  the  soldiers  of  the  revo- 
lution, and  to  the  heroes  and  sufferers  of  the  second 
war  for  independence.  It  was  asked  by  the  fathers 
of  American  liberty.  It  has  been  promised  to  their 
sons.  It  cannot  be  conceded  to  aliens  without 
great  indignity  to  our  native  and  adopted  citizens; 
and  if  foreign  paupers  and  vagrants  come  here  for 
political  purposes,  it  is  proof  irresistible  “that  our 
naturalization  laws  ought  to  be  immediately  revis- 
ed,” and  the  term  of  residence  greatly  extended  to 
qualify  them  to  vote  or  hold  office.  Many  are,  I 
admit,  orderly,  well  disposed  men — but  many  of 
them  are  of  the  opposite  character.  It  is  believed 
the  action  of  the  common  council  in  the  premises  is 
particularly  desirable. 

Our  citizens  had  no  serious  turn  outs — no  riotous 
parades — no  conspiracies  against  the  business  and 
families  of  quiet,  industrious  and  honest  Ameri- 
can operatives,  until  after  officious  interference  by 
mischievous  strangers;  and  it  is  melancholy  to  ob- 
serve, that,  in  the  mad  career  of  some  of  these  fo- 
reigners to  destroy  our  happy  system,  they  have 


lately  recommended  to  a large  meeting  of  our  citi- 
zens that  they  should  carry  with  them  deadly 
W'eapons,  of  various  kinds,  to  all  our  future  public  as- 
semblages. These  wild  strangers  should  learn  that 
to  do  so,  is  not  “peaceably”  to  assemble,  as  provid- 
ed lor  by  the  constitution.  Indeed  a reason  for 
taking  proper  measures  to  diminish  the  i. umber  of 
arrivals  is  drawn  from  the  fact,  that,  in  addition  to 
the  great  and  grievous  expense  they  would  add  to 
the  city,  should  they  continue  to  be  numerously 
thrown  upon  us,  the  common  council  will  be  called 
upon  to  provide  an  armed  and  a mounted  police  for 
both  the  day  and  the  night  time;  Peace  cannot  be 
otherwise  expected.  Many  of  them  come  from 
places  where  nothing  less  secures  tranquillity. 

AARON  CLARK. 


MESSRS.  WICKLIFFE  AND  KENDALL. 

Lexington,  Ky.  Jipril  S,  1S37. 

To  the  editor ^of  the  Observer  and  Reporter: 

My  absence  from  home  has  prevented  me  from 
heretofore  noticing  a call  in  your  paper  on  me  to 
become  a candidate  to  represent  this  district  in  con- 
gress. In  declining,  as  I do,  the  call  on  me,  made 
no  doubt  by  friends,  some  of  whom  have  long  known 
me,  and  whose  support  I have  had  in  the  political 
scenes  thiough  which  our  state  has  passed,  but 
which  I trust  are  to  return  to  her  no  more,  I confess 
I feel  some  reluctance.  But  my  private  affairs  de- 
mand it  of  me,  and  I feel  well  assured  that  nothing 
that  I could  do  will  be  left  undone  by  any  one  whom 
the  district  may  select,  to  redeem  and  regenerate 
this  nation  from  its  present  prostrate  and  fallen  con- 
dition. 

For  the  last  eight  years,  Amos  Kendall  (who 
before  he  was  driven  from  Kentucky  by  public  in- 
dignation, had  reduced  this  state  to  almost  utter 
ruin),  has  been  emphatically  the  president  of  the 
United  States.  Translated  from  Frankfort,  where 
he  had  abused  both  public  and  private  confidence, 
and  for  a while  had  hurried  the  legislation  of  the 
country  in  the  downward  road  to  ruin,  and  where 
he  had  misled  and  abused  the  confidence  of  the  ex- 
ecutive of  the  slate,  to  Washington,  he  has  for  eight 
years,  through  an  infatuated  and  imbecile  old  man, 
ruled  and  ruined  this  nation;  and  such  has  been  the 
deep  root  which  this  minion  has  taken,  that  he  is, 
it  seems,  to  be  continued  in  the  plenitude  of  power 
by  the  present  incumbent  of  the  executive  chair. 
One  who  will  draw  a parallel  between  the  misfor- 
tunes of  Kentucky  from  1817  to  1324,  (the  period 
when  Amos  held  the  conscience  of  our  executives), 
and  the  condition  of  these  United  States,  since  he 
has  been  the  conscience- keeper  of  presidents  may 
readily  account  for  the  alarming  prospects  which 
now  threaten  the  loss  of  public  credit  and  the 
bankruptcy  of  thousands  of  our  citizens.  Amos 
Kendall  became  governor  de  facto  of  Kentucky, 
public  credit  was  high,  and  the  people  were  never 
more  prosperous;  the  state  had  sustained  her  cha- 
racter and  faith  in  contracts  untarnished;  her  bank 
paper  was  equal  to  gold  and  silver;  but  this  dema- 
gogue and  speculator  raised  the  cry  against  the 
bank  of  Kentucky  and  its  stockholders — arrayed 
the  money  borrowers  and  spendthrift  speculators  of 
the  country  against  her  labor  and  industry — and 
finally  at  the  head  of  the  profligate  and  unprincipled, 
triumphed  over  public  morals,  and  the  laws  and  the 
constitution. 

The  first  act  of  his  parly  in  1817-1S,  to  destroy 
the  bank  of  Kentucky,  and  to  grant  charters  to 
forty-odd  spurious  banks  with  a view'  to  flood  the 
state  with  paper  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  of 
himself  and  partizans.  This  accomplised,  in  two 
short  years,  this  demagogue  and  his  partizans  re- 
duced the  labor  and  cr  edit  of  the  state  to  utter  pros- 
tration. The  whole  departments  of  labor  were  vi- 
sited by  a w’ide-spread  ruin;  the  banks  bankrupted, 
and  the  means  of  paying  debts  destroyed.  Amos’ 
relief  for  all  these  mischiefs  brought  upon  the  coun- 
try, was  an  open  violation  of  public  faith  by  a re- 
peal of  the  charters  of  all  the  banks  in  existence 
those  that  had  faithfully  redeemed  their  paper  and 
fulfilled  their  corporate  powers,  sharing  the  com- 
mon fate  of  those  that  had  both  cheated  and  swin- 
dled the  country.  This  breach  of  faith  and  of  the 
constitution,  the  first  measure  of  relief  for  the  dis- 
ease created  by  Amos  and  which  he  promised  to 
cure,  was  found  but  to  increase  rather  than  abate  the 
malady.  Amos  then  found  out  that  the  fault  was  in 
the  courts,  not  in  the  banks  of  the  state.  His  next 
prescription  for  telief  against  his  own  acts  or  evils 
brought  upon  the  country,  was  replevin  and  pro- 
perty laws;  and  this  failing  also,  lie  prescribed  the 
plan  for  the  explosion  of  a metallic  currency,  and  the 
substitution,  in  its  place,  of  paper  through  the  Com- 
monwealth’s bank.  His  party,  still  victorious,  fol- 
lowed this  prescription  also,  but  the  disease  got 
worse.  The  courts  of  justice  were  not  as  faithful 
to  the  constitution  as  Amos  and  his  partizans;  and 
his  laws  of  relief  were  declared  to  haveg,  violated 
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both  the  constitution  of  Kentucky  and  that  of  the 
United  States.  This  gave  to  Mr.  Kendall  and  his 
party  a new  theme.  They  inveighed  against  the 
judges,  and  finally  passed  a law  repealing  them  out 
of  office  and  creating  a court  of  appeals,  filled  with 
partizans  pledged  to  carry  Amos’  relief  laws  into 
execution.  Here  the  people  rebuked  the  minion, 
his  governor  and  the  whole  party,  by  repealing  their 
reforming  law  and  restoring  the  old  court.  The 
next  and  the  dying  efi'ort  of  Amos  Kendall  in  Ken- 
tucky, was  to  persuade  the  people  of  the  state  to 
repeal  their  constitution,  if  they  were  not  willing 
to  break  it.  The  people,  however,  preferred  expel- 
ling Mr.  Kendall  and  his  creatures  from  office,  and 
he  then  led  his  followers  over  to  general  Jackson 
in  mass,  as  his  last  refuge  from  scorn,  contempt  and 
ignominy.  He  was  received  with  open  arms  by 
Jackson,  who,  it  seems,  loved  both  the  traitor  and 
his  treason. 

All  know  that  Amos  and  his  creatures  here  were 
opposed  to  Jackson;  that  both  he  and  they  were 
loud  for  the  election  of  Cftiy.  But  he  had  run  his 
race,  he  had  lost  all  that  he  ever  had  in  <he  state — 
a traitor  to  his  best  friend,  a nuisance  to  his  coun- 
try, a pest  to  society;  the  finger  of  scorn  was  upon 
nim  from  every  direction.  Jackson  was  not  un- 
aware of  this  being  his  condition;  but  that  know- 
ledge with  him,  was  the  passport  to  his  heart;  it 
was  enough  for  him  to  know  that  Kendall  was  an 
outcast  and  the  subject  of  honest  contempt  in  Ken- 
tucky— that  he  had  violated  the  confidence  and 
friendship  of  Clay;  in  fine,  that  he  was  in  Kentuc- 
ky treated  as  an  ingrate  and  miscreant,  unworthy 
of  the  countenance  of  any  honest  man,  to  deter- 
mine him  to  reward  him.  He  gave  him  office,  he 
gave  him  money,  he  gave  him  his  confidence  and 
finally  surrendered  to  him  the  administration  of  the 
whole  executive  powers.  How  Amos  succeeded  to 
the  high  estate  he  has,  could  be  told  by  many  a 
Jackson  leader,  who  has  snapt  his  collar,  and  by 
many  a one  that  slavishly  wears  one.  It  is  known 
to  these  gentlemen,  that  when  Jackson’s  first  cabi- 
net was  formed,  Eaton  was  placed  in  it  as  a confi- 
dant, to  whom  Jackson  should  confide  his  projects, 
crude  and  absurd,  as  he  could  only  write  them;  and 
when  they  were  submitted  to  him,  they  were  to  be 
written  out  in  English  and  the  orthography  correct- 
ed, &c.  Then  Jackson  was  to  copy  the  project 
and  submit  it  to  his  cabinet  as  his  own  production, 
thereby  keeping  the  rest  of  his  cabinet  ignorant, 
not  only  of  his  total  incapacity  for  the  high  office  he 
filled,  but  his  incapacity  to  draft  in  intelligible  lan- 
guage, any  scheme  or  subject  he  might  wish  to  sub- 
mit to  their  consideration.  This  plan  succeeded  lor 
a while,  but  when  the  honorable  men  that  filled  Jack- 
son’s cabinet  found  out  that  Eaton,  not  Jackson, 
was  the  president,  they  demurred,  and  this  brought 
up  the  crisis  for  Amos  to  act  his  part,  which  he  did 
so  well  as  to  have  the  whole  cabinet  dissolved. — 
The  honorable  men,  who  filled  the  cabinet,  were 
substituted  by  his  partizans,  and  he  himself  suc- 
ceeded to  the  honorable  post  occupied  by  major 
Eaton,  of  being  the  confidant,  who  should  write 
and  spell  for  general  Jackson,  and  the  president  to 
copy  what  he  wrote  and  submit  it  to  his  cabinet  or 
the  world,  as  his  own  production. 

From  that  moment  to  the  present,  the  executive 
department  and  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
have  exhibited  and  enacted  the  scenes  of  Kentucky 
from  1817  to  1825.  Like  gov.  Desha,  gen.  Jackson 
becomes  a great  constitution  tinker; — the  constitu- 
tion is  all  wrong,  and  he  and  Amos  present  to  con- 
gress in  a few  years  more  projects  of  amendment, 
than  had  been  thought  of  by  all  the  world  before. — ■ 
This  habit  of  boring  congress  with  Amos’s  schemes 
for  constitutions,  was  kept  up  until  it  became  ri- 
diculous throughout  the  nation,  as  had  the  same 
course  with  governor  Desha  in  Kentucky.  Congress 
and  the  American  people  would  adopt  none  of  the 
Jacksonian  amendments,  and  then,  (as  did  Desha,) 
Jackson  concluded  it  would  be  broken.  Hence  the 
violations  of  our  treaties  with  the  Indians,  that  their 
possessions  might  fall  a prey  to  the  speculators  of 
his  party. 

The  stripping  of  the  poor  remnant  of  the  abori- 
gines of  America  would,  however,  have  answered 
but  little  good  to  Kendall  and  company,  had  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  continued.  The  bank 
was  solvent;  it  would  (like  the  bank  of  Kentucky), 
lend  money  only  to  solvent  men.  The  kitchen  ca- 
binet speculators,  of  which  Mr.  Kendall  was  the 
centre,  were  generally  insolvent  and  composed  of 
men  as  desperate  in  fortune,  as  they  were  in  cha- 
racter and  principles.  To  obviate  this  difficulty  no- 
thing less  would  do  than  what  Kendall  did  in  Ken- 
tucky, which  was  to  destroy  the  solvent  banks, from 
which  solvent  men  alone  should  borrow, and  to  sub- 
stitute it  with  insolvent  banks,  from  which  the  in- 
solvent and  prostitute  of  the  party  could  be  accom- 
modated with  the  means  to  engross  the  public  lands. 
Amos’s  project  was  to  put  the  United  States  bank 


out  of  existence,  place  the  public  revenue  in  such 
state  institutions  as  would  prostitute  themselves  to 
executive  views  by  loaning  money  to  his  friends, 
who  had  associated  themselves  into  companies  to 
buy  the  public  domains  extending  from  Washington 
into  every  state  in  the  union. 

This  project  was  too  revolting  to  McLane,and  he 
was  removed  to  make  way  for  Duane,  who  like 
Amos’s  new  court,  was  to  do  and  perform  all  need- 
ful violations  of  the  constitution,  until  the  public 
money  was  rendered  accessable  to  Amos  and  his 
friends.  In  this  it  seemed  Amos  failed  ; the  outrage 
was  too  great  for  Duane’s  nerves.  Even  the  flattery 
and  cunning  of  Amos  and  his  compeer  Reuben  M. 
Whitney,  seconded  with  first  the  smiles  and  promi- 
ses of  reward  from  president  Jackson  and  then  his 
frown  and  his  threats,  could  not  force  him  to  the 
foul  deed.  Like  the  assassin  sent  to  the  dungeon  to 
despatch  Marius,  who,  when  he  beheld  his  victim 
enchained  and  imprisoned,  with  his  weapon  of  death 
in  hand,  shrunk  from  the  crime  exclaiming,  ‘I  can- 
not kill  Cains  Marius.’  The  sacred  ermine  of  Jus- 
tice, the  splendor  of  a foreign  mission,  the  golden 
prospects  from  the  perpetual  and  lasting  friendship 
of  president  Jackson — a friendship  that  never  failed 
to  make  the  fortune  of  his  favorite — w’ere  ail  before 
him,  but  they  would  not  all  do.  Amos,  however, 
found  in  Mr.  Taney  a much  easier  subject  for  his 
chemistry  to  act  upon.  The  office  of  the  chief  jus- 
ticeship was  too  powerful  an  argument  for  him. — 
The  bargain  is  struck — Duane  is  removed  and  Ta- 
ney performs  the  act.  From  this  act,  the  money  of 
the  nation  has  flowed  into  the  hands  of  those  ban- 
ditti of  speculators  that  have  issued  in  swarms  from 
the  metropolis,  and  with  it  public  property  has  been 
acquired  by  them  to  the  amount  almost  of  countless 
millions.  The  distribution  bill,  however,  overtook 
these  speculators  in  a luckless  hour.  By  it  these 
pet  banks,  that  have  been  so  profuse  with  the  pub- 
lic funds,  are  made  to  account  for  the  deposites. 

This  bill  would  have  failed,  as  did  the  renewal 
of  the  bank  charters,  but  that  it  passed  just  before 
Mr.  Van  Buren’s  election,  and  Amos  feared  that  if 
he  made  Jackson  veto  it,  the  spoils  candidate  might 
be  vetoed  himself.  Its  passage  was  considered  by 
the  party  as  a death  blow  to  the  golden  dreams  of 
wealth  among  the  members  of  the  kitchen  cabinet, 
growing  out  of  their  speculation  in  the  public  lands. 
They  say  that  the  states  would  demand  a renewal 
of  the  distribution  act  from  year  to  year,  until  the 
period  fixed  for  the  reduction  of  the  tariff  arrived — 
and  that  consequently  they,  the  kitchen  cabinet,  and 
their  friends,  must  either  return  the  money  to  the 
banks,  or  do  as  they  did  in  Kentucky,  come  out 
bankrupts  and  settle  with  the  pets,  who  had  loaned 
them,  at  six  and  one-fourth  cents  on  the  dollar,  that 
being  the  rate  paid  by  Blair  of  the  kitchen  cabinet 
of  Kentucky,  to  the  banks  of  Kentucky. 

In  this  diiemma  Mr.  Kendall  caused  the  president 
to  issue  what  is  termed  the  treasury  circular,  pro- 
hibiting the  collectors  of  the  revenue  from  receiving 
anything  but  gold  and  silver  in  payment  for  the 
public  lands.  This  order,  it  was  believed,  would 
put  an  effectual  stop  to  the  purchase  of  lands  from 
the  government  and  throw’ all  buyers  upon  the  mer- 
cy of  the  land  companies  that  were  debtors  to  the 
deposite  banks.  How  far  Mr.  Kendall  has  succeed- 
ed by  this  illegal  and  unwarranted  stretch  of  power 
on  the  part  of  general  Jackson,  in  forcing  the  lands 
ofthe  speculators  upon  the  buyer, by  keeping  those  of 
the  government  out  ofthe  way  of  competition,  can 
never  be  known  to  the  public.  But  all  know  that  he 
suddenly  brought  bankruptcy  upon  the  coivntry,  and 
ruin  on  the  credit  of  the  national  and  state  stock. 

When  this  individual  succeeded  to  the  confidence 
of  general  Jackson,  the  states  were  free  of  debt — 
the  nation  was  fast  redeeming  itself  from  the  debt 
of  the  war:  the  state  banks,  limited  in  number,  were 
solvent, — the  bank  paper  of  the  United  States  wras 
not  only  good  as  currency;  but  the  best  cur- 
rency in  the  w’ORr.D.  But  through  his  influence 
overan  infatuated  old  man,  the  idol  of  the  profligate 
of  the  nation,  he  has  forced  into  existence  every 
where  throughout  the  United  States  numerous  state 
banks,  like  those  he  created  for  Kentucky  in  1317, 
based  upon  fictitious  capital,  and  thereby  flooded 
the  country  with  paper  ; so  that  instead  of  the  sol- 
vent currency,  Jackson  found  in  circulation,  when, 
he  came  into  power,  the  states  have  been  forced  in- 
to a state  of  indebtedness  as  well  as  individuals, that 
threatens  alike  the  states  and  the  people  with  one 
general  wreck.  But  while  this  work  of  ruin  has 
been  progressing  among  the  states  and  the  people  at 
large,  fortunes  have  been  amassed  by  the  minions 
of  executive  patronage.  Extravagance  has  increa- 
sed in  the  public  expenditures  until  they  amount  to 
nearly  forty  millions  annually;  members  of  con- 
gress ARE  ALIKE  BOUGHT  AND  SOLD  IN  THE  EX- 
ECUTIVE MARKET  HOUSE,  AND  THE  WHOLE  RE- 
VENUE AND  RESOURCES  OF  THE  COUNTRY  HAVE 
BEEN  DEVOTED  TO  THE  CORRUPTION  AND  POLLU- 


TION of  the  exective  franchise,  in  subsidizing 
the  press  and  in  the  organization  of  corps  of  office 
hunters  and  office  holders,  with  means  to  carry  our 
elections  by  bribery  and  falsehood. 

Such  is  the  w’retched  picture  the  nation  at  this 
moment  exhibits  to  the  mind  of  every  impartial  ob- 
server. And  while  Kendall  exerts  the  power  over 
Van  Buren  that  he  did  over  Jackson,  things  can  but 
progress  from  bad  to  worse.  At  one  time  I hoped 
that  Van  Buren,  having  been  generally  associated 
with  decent  men,  would  have  a natural  loathing  for 
such  men  as  Amos  Kendall  and  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney— that  his  sense  of  decenc3',  united  to  his  sense 
of  duty,  would  induce  him  to  expel  them  from  of- 
fice and  his  presence,  and  I confess  that  I am  slill 
not  altogether  without  hope  that  Mr.  Kendall’s 
ciimes  against  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
nearly  reached  the  point  when  the  new  president 
will  find  it  necessary  to  his  own  safety  to  discard 
him;  but  this  hope  is  greally  weakened  from  the 
fact  that  he  still  retains  Kendall  in  his  cabinet,  ai.d 
has  sided  w’ith  Kendall  and  Butler  against  the  rest 
of  his  cabinet  to  perpetuate  the  curse  of  the  infa- 
mous and  destroying  treasury  circular,  on  the  Ame- 
rican people. 

Here  you  will  ask  me,  if  Mr.  Van  Buren  shall 
continue  the  system  of  bribery  and  corruption  car- 
ried on  by  and  throughout  the  administration  of 
Jackson — if  he  shall,  as  Jackson  did,  use  the  pub- 
lic money  and  the  w hole  patronage  and  power  of  the 
government  to  corrupt  the  press,  and  bribe  the  peo- 
ple with  their  own  money,  to  forge  the  chains  for 
themselves,  and  the  people  shall  take  the  bribe  and 
sustain  the  corruptions  in  power — where  is  the  re- 
medy? I answer  no  where.  But  I will  never  dis- 
pair  of  my  country.  I say  then,  let  us  never  sur- 
render ourselves  prisoners  to  the  corruptionists, 
but  while  W’e  have  the  weapon  of  the  ballot  box, 
use  it.  We  must  be  prepared  to  meet  and  bear 
persecutions  and  oppressions  while  tyranny  and 
corruption  prevail.  But  there  should  be  an  un- 
compromising war  waged  by  every  honest  man, 
against  corruption  and  in  favor  of  the  constitution. 
If  Mr.  Van  Buren  shall  persevere  in  the  course  of 
general  Jackson,  in  violating  the  constitution  and 
substituting  his  will  for  the  law’  of  the  land;  if  he 
shall  continue  to  draw  from  the  dregs  of  corrup- 
tion his  cabinet  advisers,  and  to  pour  wealth  upon 
his  worthless  favorites,  regardless  ofthe  public  suf- 
ferings, the  line  between  whig  and  tory  will  soon 
be  drawn;  and  I repeat  it  again,  that  all  honest  men 
ought  to  array  themselves  on  the  side  of  law  and 
and  order,  resolved  to  be  free,  and  never  to  cease 
their  opposition  until  they  expel  the  tyrants  and  re- 
store the  constitution. 

To  effect  this;  the  people  are  competent,  and  the 
people  must  be  appealed  to  as  the  fountain  of  all 
pow’er.  The  chivalrous  and  dauntless  of  your  coun- 
try: the  young  and  vigorous  devotees  to  freedom 
should  fill  the  chamber  of  representatives  in  con- 
gress, and  those  of  the  states;  the  fathers,  the  old 
and  the  grave  should  attend  to  the  elections,  and 
my  word  for  it,  the  mass  of  con  option  and  the  best 
of  tyrants  will  be  soon  dissipated  before  the  popular 
wili.  Yes,  rely  on  it,  that  the  men  that  are  to  break 
through  and  break  down  this  hydra  of  corruption, 
must  be  the  young  men  of  the  land.  They  must  be 
in  the  season  of  life  when  freedom  and  hope  to 
them  is  one  and  the  same  thing;  not  old  men,  groan- 
ing under  the  weight  of  years,  or  sighing  foi  do- 
mestic peace;  not  candidates  for  judgeships,  collec- 
torships,  secretaryships  or  presidentships.  The  pa- 
triotic band  of  invincibles  against  the  corruptions 
of  the  present  and  past  administrations,  must  be 
mainly  composed  of  men  above  the  flattery  of  hope 
or  the  pressure  of  fear  from  the  executive.  Such 
a corps  will  be  found  chiefly  composed  of  men, 
W’ho,  next  to  their  country,  esteem  and  estimate 
their  seats  as  members,  and  their  fame  as  patriots 
in  the  popular  branch  of  their  government.  It  was 
such  a house  of  representatives  that  expelled  Ken- 
dall from  office  and  put  the  corruptionist  lo  flight 
in  1825.  Keep  your  house  of  representatives  filled 
with  such  men,  and  your  state  is  always  safe.  Let 
this  nation  form  one  congress  of  such  men,  and  my 
word  for  it,  the  work  is  done. 

I am,  myself,  now  past  the  age  when  any  man 
should  think  of  entering  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  in  times  like  these.  I 
feel  too  sensibly  that  I could  do  but  little  good, 
W’ere  I elected,  and  that  it  is  therefore  my  duty  to 
give  place  to  more  youthful  and  vigorous  intelli- 
gence. My  friends  who  have  thus  called  upon  me, 
have  overrated  my  capacity  to  serve  them;  at  least, 

1 think  they  have,  and  therefore  for  their  good,  for 
my  country’s  good,  I decline  becoming  a candidate 
for  congress.  In  doing  so,  I wish  it  not  to  he  un- 
derstood that  I mean  to  leave  the  struggle  for  others. 
Very  different  is  rr  y determination.  I have  reach- 
ed a time  of  life  wdien  I can  only  wish  to  live  to  be 
serviceable  to  my  country  and  my  family.  Born 
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and  raised  in  the  west,  I love  no  country  like  the 
west.  It  is  the  country  wherein  rest  the  bones  of 
inp  ancestry,  where  my  children  were  born,  and 
where  I expect  to  die.  But  I wish  to  hand  it  over 
to  my  children  free  and  uncorrupted  as  it  came  to 
my  from  my  fathers.  My  friends  and  neighbors 
then,  may  rest  assured  that  I will  be  with  them  at 
our  elections,  and  my  mite  shall  never  be  wanting 
to  restore  to  the  constitution  and  laws  their  supre- 
macy, by  the  expulsion  of  corrupt  men  from  office, 
and  in  supplying  their  places  with  those  who  are 
worthy  to  fill  them.  Respectfully, 

R.  WICKLIFFE. 

BEPLY  OF  MB.  KENDALL. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Alexandria  Gazette: 

Having  observed  the  tender  of  your  columns  as  a 
medium  of  reply  to  the  strictures  of  Mr.  Robert 
Wicklilfe  on  my  character  and  conduct  when  you 
gave  insertion  to  his  production,  I determined  at 
once  to  avail  myself  of  the  oiler.  Incessant  offi- 
cial engagements  have  until  this  time  prevented 
the  accomplishment  of  that  purpose. 

Were  the  facts  of  the  case,  or  the  character  of 
Robert  Wicklilfe  for  reckless  mendacity,  as  well 
known  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  as  they 
are  to  the  people  of  Kentucky,  I should  deem  it 
unnecessary  to  pay  any  attention  to  his  malignant 
effusion.  But  as  it  suits  the  present  objects  of  a 
party  to  circulate  his  libels  where  the  author  is  un- 
known, and  often  with  gratuitous  attestations  of 
their  authenticity,  it  is  due  to  myself  to  place  the 
truth  within  the  reach  of  those  who  honestly  seek 
it. 

If  I could  be  flattered  by  falsehood,  I might  feel 
satisfied  with  the  allegation,  that  I have  been  for 
about  twelve  years  dc  facto  governor  of  Kentucky, 
and  for  about  eight,  president  of  the  United  States, 
Rut  conscious  of  never  having  possessed  or  aspired 
to  the  influence  which  has  been  attributed  to  me, 
the  ascription  of  it  can  only  impair  my  self-esteem 
and  teach  me  a lesson  of  humility. 

“One  who  will  draw  a parallel,”  says  Mr.  Wick- 
1 i fie,  “between  the  misfortunes  of  Kentucky  from 
1317  to  1J24,  (the  period  when  Amos  held  the 
conscience  of  our  executives)  and  the  condition  of 
the  United  States  since  he  has  been  conscience- 
keeper  of  presidents,  may  readily  account  for  the 
alarming  prospects  which  now  threaten  the  loss  of 
public  credit  and  the  bankruptcy  of  thousands  of 
our  citizens.” 

The  following  facts  will  show  how  far  I “held 
the  conscience”  of  the  governors  of  Kentucky  from 
IS  17  to  1324: 

I took  up  my  residence  in  the  capital  of  Ken- 
tucky in  the  fall  of  1316.  George  Madison  who 
had  been  elected  governor  in  the  preceding  August, 
died  a few  days  before,  and  Gabriel  Slaughter,  the 
lieutenant  governor,  had  just  entered  upon  the  du- 
ties of  the  office.  A question  between  tire  absolute 
right  of  the  lieutenant  governor  to  bold  the  office 
for  the  whole  term  of  four  years,  and  the  right  of 
the  people  to  elect  a governor  at  the  next  general 
election,  immediately  arose;  and  I maintained  the 
rights  of  the  people  to  a new  election.  The  conse- 
quence was,  so  great  a degree  of  hostility  between 
the  acting  governor  and  mysell,  that  we  did  noi  ex- 
change words  during  more  than  three  of  the  last 
years  of  his  administration.  No  mars  knows  the 
hostile  relations  which  existed  between  acting  go- 
vernor Slaughter  and  myself  better  than  Robert 
YVickli.fe! 

At  the  gubernatorial  election  in  1820,  the  candi- 
dates, were  general  John  Adair,  William  Logan, 
esq.  general  Joseph  Desha  and  colonel  Anthony 
Butler.  Butler  was  my  first  choice,  Logan  my  se- 
cond, and  Adair  my  last.  My  paper  was  the  chief 
organ  of  opposition  to  general  Adair,  and  yet  he 
was  elected.  The  hostile  feelings  generated  in  the 
contest  were  so  strong,  that  it  was  two  or  three 
years  before  the  governor  and  myself  exchanged 
common  civilities,  and  never  did  he  consult  me 
upon  any  public  measure  or  political  movement 
during  the  whole  of  his  administration.  No  man 
knows  this  genera!  hostility  between  me  and  go- 
vernor Adair  better  than  Robert  Wickliffe! 

The  administrations  of  Slaughter  and  Adair 
cover  the  whole  period  “from  1817  to  IS24,”  dur- 
ing which,  Mr.  Wickliffe  says,  I “held  the  con- 
science” of  the  governors  of  Kentucky! 

Mr.  Wickliffe  is  quite  as  unfortunate  in  his  al- 
legations with  regard  to  my  support  of  measures  as 
to  my  influence  over  men.  The  following  extract 
embraces  the  pith  of  his  production  on  that  point, 
viz: — 

“When  Amos  Kendall  became  governor  de  facto 
of  Kentucky,  public  credit  was  high,  and  the  peo- 
ple ware  never  more  prosperous;  the  state  had  sus- 
tained her  character  and  faith  in  contracts  untar- 
nished; her  bank  paper  was  equal  to  gold  and  sil- 
ver; but  this  demagogue  and  speculator  raised  the 


cry  against  the  bank  of  Kentucky  and  its  stock- 
holders, arrayed  the  money  borrowers  and  spend- 
thrift speculators  of  the  country  against  her  labor 
and  industry;  and  finally  at  tire  head  of  the  profit- 
gate  and  unprincipled,  triumphed  over  public  mo- 
rals, and  the  laws  and  constitution.  The  first  act 
of  his  party  was  in  1S17-IS  to  destroy  the  bank  of 
Kentucky,  and  to  grant  charters  to  forty-odd  spuri- 
ous banks,  with  a view  to  (lood  the  state  with  pa- 
per sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  of  himself  and 
partisans.  This  accomplished,  in  two  short  years 
this  demagogue  and  his  partisans  reduced  the  labor 
and  credit  of  the  state  to  utter  prostration.  The 
whole  departments  oflabor  were  visited  by  a wide- 
spread min;  the  banks  bankrupted,  and  the  means 
of  paying  debts  destroyed.  Amos’  relief  for  all 
these  mischiefs  brought  upon  the  country,  was  art 
open  violation  of  public  faith  by  a repeal  of  the 
charters  of  all  the  banks  iir  existence — those  that 
had  faithfully  redeemed  their  paper  and  fulfilled 
their  corporate  powers,  sharing  the  common  fate  of 
those  that  had  both  cheated  and  swindled  the  coun- 
try- 

“This  breach  of  faith  and  of  the  constitution,  tire 
first  measure  of  relief  lor  the  disease  created  by 
Amos,  and  which  lie  promised  to  cure,  was  found 
but  to  increase  rather  than  abate  the  malady. — 
Amos  then  found  out  that  the  fault  was  in  the 
courts,  not  in  the  banks  of  tire  state.  His  next  pre- 
scription for  relief  against  his  own  acts  or  evils 
brought  upon  the  country,  was  replevin  and  pro- 
perty laws;  and  this  failing  also,  he  prescribed  the 
plan  for  the  explosion  of  a metallic  currency,  and 
the  substitution,  in  its  place,  of  paper  through  the 
Commonwealth’s  bank.  His  part}',  still  victorious, 
lollowed  this  prescription  also,  but  the  disease  got 
worse.  The  courts  of  justice  were  not  as  faithless 
to  the  constitution  as  Arnos  and  Iris  partisans;  and 
his  Jaws  of  relief  were  declared  to  have  violated 
both  the  constitution  of  Kentucky  and  that  of  the 
United  States.  This  gave  to  Mr.  Kendall  and  his 
party  a new  theme.  They  inveighed  against  the 
judges,  and  finally  passed  a law  repealing  them 
out  of  office  and  creating  a court  of  appeals,  filled 
with  partisans  pledged  to  carry  Amos’  relief  laws 
into  execution.  Here  the  people  rebuked  the  mi- 
nion, his  governor,  and  the  whole  party,  by  repeal- 
ing their  reforming  law  and  restoring  lire  old  court. 
Tlie  next  and  the  dying  etiort  in  Kentucky,  was  to 
persuade  the  people  of  the  state  to  repeal  their  con- 
stitution, if  they  were  not  willing  to  break  it. — 
The  people,  however,  preferred  expelling  Mr. 
Kendall  and  his  creatures  from  office,  and  he  then 
led  his  followers  over  to  general  Jackson  in  mass  as 
his  last  refuge  from  scorn,  contempt  and  igno- 
miny.” 

I first  became  an  editor  in  1815,  and  among  my 
first  essays,  were  spirited  attacks  on  the  bank  of 
Kentucky,  not  because  “her  bank  paper  was  equal 
to  gold  and  silver”  as  Mr.  Wickli./e  now  asserts, 
hut  because,  having  suspended  specie  payments 
during  the  war,  and  her  notes  being  at  a heavy  dis- 
count, she  was  not,  in  my  opinion,  doing  all  in  her 
power  to  resume  payment.  When  she  resumed, 
my  opposition  to  her  ceased,  anti  my  partner  in 
business,  William  Gerard,  esq.  was  for  some  years 
a director  of  that  bank.  It  was  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States,  ami  not  the  relief  party  which  destroyed  the 
bank  of  Kentucky  by  forcing  her  to  a second  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments.  The  branches  of  the 
former  bank  in  Kentucky  were  instructed  to  col- 
lect the  specie  of  the  west  and  remit  it  to  the  cast 
as  a means  of  saving  from  ruin  the  principal  bank, 
then  reeling  to  its  fall  from  the  effects  of  gross  mis- 
managemement.  The  notes  of  the  bank  of  Ken- 
tucky were  collected  by  the  branches  and  sent  back 
upon  her  so  rapidly,  that  after  manfully  struggling 
for  a few  months  and  even  bringing  from  the  east 
several  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  specie  at  a 
great  expense,  she  was  compelled  to  succomb  to 
her  inexorable  foe  and  close  her  doors.  From  this 
blow  she  never  recovered.  Yet,  Mr.  Wickliffe 
who  knows  all  this,  and  who  has  himself  always 
denounced  the  bank  of  Kentucky  as  an  unconstitu- 
tional bank,  now  lauds  that  institution  arid  charges 
its  ruin  upon  me! 

“The  first  act  of  his  party,”  says  Mr.  Wickliffe, 
“was  in  1817-13.  to  destroy  the  bank  of  Kentucky 
and  to  grant  charters  to  forty  odd  spurious  banks.” 
ike.  Instead  of  being  supported,  ‘-these  forty  odd 
spurious  banks”  were  as  strongly  condemned  by 
me  as  they  ever  were  by  Mr.  Wickliffe.  It  was  a 
project  suddenly  started  in  the  legislature  and  car- 
ried Ihrough,  not  by  corruption,  but  by  assiduous 
management  and  the  delusive  prospect  that  these 
banks  would  enhance  the  value  of  property  and 
“sustain  industry”  wherever  they  should  be  located. 
How  far  this  project  was  intended  to  destroy  the 
bank  of  Kentucky  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact, 
that  the  notes  of  that  bank  were  made  equivalent 
to  specie  as  a capital  for  these  new  banks,  which 


were  authorised  to  commence  operations  as  soon  as 
a certain  portion  of  their  capital  should  be  paid  in 
notes  of  the  bank  of  Kentucky  or  specie!  The  people 
ol  the  state,  however,  who  thought  their  interests 
ought  to  have  been  more  consulted  in  so  important 
a malter  rose  up  against  this  monstrous  abuse  of 
legislative  power  and  returned  to  the  legislature  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  members  pledged  to 
abolish  the  whole  illegitimate  brood  of  “spurious 
banks.”  Here  Mr.  Wicklilfe  and  myself  differed. 
He  believed  that  the  people  had  no  remedy:  that 
they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  submit  to  a system 
which  had  been  imposed  upon  them  without  their 
consent  and  contrary  to  their  will,  however  fatal 
might  be  its  efl'ecls;  and  he  now  denounces  the  ab- 
rogation of  these  “spurious  bank”  as  a “breach  of 
faith  and  the  constitution.”  On  the  contrary,  I be- 
lieved that  the  remedy  remained  in  the  hands  of 
the  people;  that  their  legislature  could  not,  whether 
their  motives  were  founded  in  error  or  corruption, 
place  the  dearest  interests  of  the  people,  the  value 
of  their  property,  their  civil  relations  and  their  po- 
litical rights,  at  the  mercy  of  forty-two  petty  cor- 
porations whose  sole  motive  was  the  interest  of  the 
stockholders  and  whose  sole  object  was  speculation 
and  gain.  I therefore  considered  the  act  of  the  le- 
gislature which  swept  them  all  out  of  existence,  a 
constitutional  display  of  popular  power,  as  just  as 
it  was  signal. 

“His  next  prescription  for  relief  against  his  own 
acts  or  evils  brought  upon  the  country,”  say  Mr. 
Wickliffe,  “was  property  and  replevin  laws.”  The 
character  of  this  assertion  may  he  known  by  re- 
ference to  tlie  editorial  columns  of  the  Frankport 
Argus  during  the  period  when  the  cry  of  relief  was 
resounding  through  Kentucky.  They  will  be 
found  filed  with  essa}"s  against  both  “property  and 
replevin  laws,”  with  statistics  to  show  that  such 
laws  would  in  the  end  be  more  ruinous  to  the  debt- 
or than  to  the  creditor,  and  were  in  every  way  re- 
pugnant to  the  best  interests  of  the  people.  While 
this  man  and  his  associates  vvere  either  swelling 
(he  cry  of  relief  or  standing  w ith  their  arms  folded 
afraid  to  breast  the  approaching  storm,  resolutely 
and  almost  alone,  I combatted  the  popular  delusion 
and  at  (he  hazard  of  the  office  I held  at  the  hands 
of  the  legislature,  exerted  myself  to  prevent  a re- 
sort to  expedients  which  I believed  would  but  pro- 
long and  aggravate  the  embarrassments  and  distress 
under  which  the  state  was  groaning.  No  man 
knows  all  this  better  than  Mr  Wickliffe! 

But  he  continues — “And  Ibis  failing  also,  he 
prescribed  the  plan  for  the  explosion  of  a metallic 
currency  and  substitution  in  its  place  of  paper 
through  the  Commonwealth’s  bank.”  “A  metallic 
currency”  was  exploded  before  “the  Common- 
wealth’s bank”  was  thought  of)  and  the  notes  of 
Ihe  bank  of  Kentucky  were  at  a discount  of  about 
fifteen  per  cent.  This  project,  like  that  of  tlie 
“forty  odd  spurious  banks,”  was  started  suddenly  in 
the  legislature  after  the  failure  of  an  attempt  to  pass 
“property  and  replevin  law’s”  as  a means  of  relief. 
Its  paternity  has  always  been' ascribed  to  a gentle- 
man who  has  been  for  many  years  a politicafco-ad- 
jutor  of  Mr.  Wickliffe.  Certain  it  is,  that  so  far 
from  originating  it  or  being  consulted,  I came  out  in 
opposition  to  it  in  the  face  of  the  legislature,  upon 
whose  votes  I depended  tor  continuance  in  office — 
but  in  vain.  The  act  passed  by  a decided  majori- 
ty, and  a replevin  law  of  two  years  in  case  credi- 
tors refused  to  receive  its  paper,  was  afterwards 
passed  to  give  it  the  desired  effect. 

From  these  facts  you  will  perceive,  that  instead 
of  being  the  author’ of  (lie  Kentucky  relief  mea- 
sures, as  Mr.  Wickliffe  now’  asserts,  / was  their  ac- 
tive opponent  as  long  as  there  icas  merit  in  opposi- 
tion. Out  of  what  you  will  ask  is  the  tale  of  Mr. 
Wickliffe  manufactured?  I will  tell  you.  After 
Ihe  relief  measures  had  been  adopted  and  the  coun- 
try was  accommodating  itself  to  their  operation, 
a set  of  men,  some  of  whom  had  silently  witness- 
ed the  approach  of  the  evil  and  others  actively 
promoted  it,  conspired  to  overthrow  it  and  take 
from  the  people  all  power  of  mitigating  legislation, 
by  new  and  extraordinary  constructions  of  the 
federal  constitution.  They  discovered  that  the 
bank  of  the  commonwealth  was  a violation  of  that 
provision  of  the  constitution  which  forbids  the  states 
to  issue  bills  of  credit;  and  that  the  replevin  laws, 
which,  for  varying  terms,  were  in  Virginia  older 
than  the  constitution,  violated  that  clause  which 
prohibits  to  the  states  the  passage  of  anv  law  im- 
pairing the  obligation  of  contracts.  Judges  were 
found  to  espouse  the  new  doctrines,  and  a contro- 
versy finally  arose  between  the  legislature  and  the 
court  of  appeals.  Iri  these  questions  I maintained 
the  constitutionality  of  those  acts  whose  policy  I had 
condemned,  and  became  in  the  representations  of 
malevolence  and  the  view  of  ignorance  indentified 
with  the  advocates  of  the  relief  system.  Mr. 
Wickliffe  has  not  the  plea  of  “ignorance”  to  screen 
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him  in  the  gross  imposition  he  has  attempted  upon 
the  American  people. 

The  constitutionality  of  the  relief  laws  is  the  only 
principle  embraced  in  them  of  which  I was  ever  the 
advocate.  As  to  the  constitutionality  of  Ihe  Com- 
monwealth's bank,  I have  lived  to  see  my  opinion 
confirmed  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States;  and  I have  no  doubt  the  constitutionality  of 
the  replevin  laws  will  be  affirmed  by  the  same  tri- 
bunal, whenever  the  question  shall  be  fairly  present- 
ed and  fully  considered. 

This  course  of  personal  denunciation,  without 
regard  to  decency  and  truth  was  introduced  into 
the  polities  of  Kentucky,  by  Mr  Wicklitte  and  his 
friends  during  the  controversy  between  the  old  and 
the  new  courts  in  1325.  The  silence  which  Mr. 
Wickliffe  has  observed  for  some  years,  led  me  to  sup- 
pose that  the  serious  consequences  which  had  flowed 
from  it  and  the  awful  retribution  which  had  over- 
taken him,  had  taught  him  some  regard  for  the 
sacredness  of  truth  and  the  decencies  of  civilized 
life.  I shall  content  myself  with  a single  illustra- 
tion of  this  remark. 

Late  in  1824  a son  of  governor  Desha  was  charg- 
ed with  the  murder  of  Baker  and  arrested.  He  ap- 
plied to  the  legislature  at  the  next  session  for  a 
change  of  venue,  on  the  ground  that  he  could  not 
have  a fair  (rial  in  the  county  where  the  offence 
was  charged  to  have  been  committed.  Although 
tile  granting  of  such  a request  was  always  a matter 
of  course  in  Kentucky,  Robert  Wicldiffe,  when  the 
bill  was  at  its  last  reading,  took  occasion  to  pro- 
nounce a studied  phillippic  against  it,  in  which, 
without  a shadow  of  reason  or  truth,  he  charged  the 
unhappy  father  with  conspiracy  and  corruption  to 
screen  his  son  from  punishment.  Nor  did  he  cease 
pursuing  the  object  of  his  hatred  with  these  impu- 
tations, in  public  and  in  private,  during  the  wdiole 
course  of  his  administration. 

The  situation  of  governor  Desha,  than  whom  no 
state  ever  had  a more  honest  chief  magistrate,  was 
such  as  to  excite  the  sympathy  of  every  feeling 
heart.  The  son  was  charged  and  finally  twice  con- 
victed of  murder;  the  father  held  the  pardoning 
power  and  believed  him  innocent.  There  were 
circumstances  which  justified  a father  in  so  believ- 
ing. After  the  son  had  been  a second  time  convict- 
ed and  a new  trial  had  been  a second  time  granted, 
the  whole  of  the  second  jury,  as  I understood,  and 
a part  of  the  first,  petitioned  for  his  pardon.  The 
first  conversation  I ever  had  with  the  governorupon 
the  subject,  was  introduced  by  him  with  a statement 
of  these  facts. 

He  proceeded  to  say,  that  his  son  had  sent  for 
him  to  the  prison — -had  protested  his  innocence  in 
the  strongest  terms — had  declared  his  unalterable 
purpose'not  to  live  unless  he  were  acquitted  by  a 
jury — and  had  told  him  that  if  he  sent  him  a pardon 
he  would  the  next  hour  put  an  end  to  his  existence. 
It  was  found  impossible  to  procure  a third  unbias- 
sed jury,  and  the  wretched  man  remained  in  jail 
from  term  to  term.  Finally,  on  that  day  of  horrors 
when  Beauchamp  was  executed  for  the  murder  of 
col.  Sharp,  after  the  suicide  of  his  wife  and  his  own 
unsuccessful  attempt,  young  Desha  cut  his  throat 
with  a razor,  severing  the  windpipe  quite  in  two. 
In  that  awful  moment  when  he  believed  himself  en- 
tering into  eternity,  he  beckoned  for  pen  and  ink, 
and  wrote  a solemn  protestation  of  his  innocence 
while  his  life  blood  was  streaming  upon  the  paper. 
I saw  it  afterwards  in  the  hands  of  his  father  so  be- 
smeared with  blood  as  to  be  scarcely  legible. 

A father  under  such  circumstances  had  a right  to 
believe  his  son  innocent.  None  but  a monster 
would  hunt  him  down  for  so  believing  and  acting 
accordingly.  But  none  of  these  things  moved  the 
flinty  heart  or  quelled  the  slanderous  tongue  of 
Robert  AVickliffe! 

At  length  the  general  denunciation  of  this  man 
roused  Mr.  Benning  the  editor  of  the  Kentucky 
Gazette  published  in  Lexington,  to  a proper  notice 
of  the  man  and  his  libels.  A son  of  Mr  Wicldiffe 
entered  the  office  of  the  Gazette  and  shot  him  dead 
on  the  spot!' 

The  man  who  had  for  years  persecuted  an  unhap- 
py father  whose  son  was  charged  with  murder  now 
felt,  if  he  could  feel,  the  agony  of  a father  upon  the 
arraignment  and  trial  of  his  own  son  for  a similar 
crime.  Young  Wicklilfie  was  acquitted,  and  no  man 
charged  his  father  with  conspiracy  and  corruption 
to  effect  it.  But  the  avenging  hour  was  at  hand. 
“Whoso  sheddeth  man’s  blood,  by  man  shall  his 
blood  be  shed,”  and  a short  time  afterwards  young 
Wicldiffe  fell  in  a duel  with  the  successor  of  Ben- 
ning. 

One  would  think  that  these  lessons  would  not 
have  been  lost  upon  Robert  Wicldiffe.  He  has  in- 
deed for  several  yeaTS  been  aw’ed  into  silence  by  the 
marked  abhorence  of  the  community  around  him; 
but  his  recent  publication  shews,  that  the  vengeance 
of  heaven  and  the  scorn  of  men,  have  fallen  upon 


a heart  of  flint.  With  mountains  of  crime  upon  his 
conscience  and  the  blood  of  the  slaughtered  Ben- 
ning and  of  his  own  son  upon  his  head,  he  resumes 
that  course  of  false  and  ferocious  denunciation 
which  produced  the  murder  of  some  of  the  best  men 
in  Kentucky  and  came  near  plunging  that  state  into 
the  horrors  of  a civil  war. 

For  years  under  the  effects  of  this  remorseless 
spirit,  I felt  that  I was  carrying  my  life  in  my  hand 
and  was  always  ready  to  defend  it.  Determined 
not  to  assault,  but  always  ready  to  repel,  I have 
met  in  the  street,  after  one  of  his  fiendish  tirades, 
the  man  who  now  assails  me  from  afar,  and  seen 
his  eye  tremble,  and  wander,  and  fall — the  unerring- 
evidence  of  a guilty  conscience  or  a coward  heart. 
Through  all  those  exciting  scenes,  and  ever  since,  I 
have  endeavored  so  to  perform  my  various  duties 
in  public  life  and  in  private,  as  to  leave  this  per- 
secuting spirit  without  apology  or  pretext,  relying 
upon  the  justice  of  my  country  to  shield  me  from 
harm.  Thus  far,  I have,  not  been  disappointed. 
You  know,  sir,  that  instead  of  being  “driven  from 
Kentucky  by  public  indignation,”  as  Mr.  Wicldiffe 
now  asserts,  I left  the  state  in  triumph.  I left  it  as 
the  bearer  to  Washington  of  the  trophies  of  victory, 
the  votes  of  Kentucky  for  general  Jackson. 

Alter  my  departure  the  legislature  restored  to 
me  the  office  of  public  printer  for  the  state,  which 
Mr.  Wicldiffe  and  his  associates  had  taken  away, 
and  I was  prevented  from  enjoying  it  only  by  the 
offer  of  a more  acceptable  employment  in  Wash- 
ington. 

Mr.  Wickliffe’s  narrative  of  my  life  in  this  city, 
though  equally  destitute  of  truth . needs  no  comment 
from  me.  If  from  its  manner  it  were  calculated  to 
produce  effect,  it  would  still  be  rendered  harmless 
by  the  great  number  of  honorable  men  of  all  parties 
scattered  through  the  union  who  know  and  are 
ready  to  denounce  its  groundlessness  and  injustice. 

Perhaps  I ought  not  to  complain  of  this  and  other 
ceaseless  denunciations  which  are  heaped  upon  ine. 
To  the  contrast  with  the  whole  tenor  of  my  life 
which  they  present,  may  doubtless  be  ascribed, 
more  than  to  any  unusual  merit  or  talents  of  my 
own,  the  elevation  I now  hold  and  whatever  of 
standing  I possess  in  the  estimation  of  the  American 
people.  To  Providence  and  my  countrymen,  I 
trust  I shall  never  cease  to  be  grateful  for  thus  far 
overruling  to  my  own  good,  the  malevolence  of  my 
enemies. 

I have  aright  to  expect  that  not  only  you,  but 
all  the  managers  of  the  public  press  who  have  given 
circulation  to  Mr  Wickliffe’s  address,  will  do  me 
the  justice  to  publish  this  explanation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 

Washington,  June  8,  1837. 


THE  ISLAND  OF  CUBA. 

Fror\'  the  Washington  Globe. 

We  have  translated  (he  following  extract  from 
the  speech  of  the  deputy  Sancho,  in  the  cortes  of 
Spain,  delivered  on  the  1st  of  April  last.  It  dis- 
closes the  views  of  the  Spanish  government  in  rela- 
tion to  this  island,  which  is  of  so  much  commercial 
importance,  not  only  to  Spain,  but  to  the  United 
States,  The  debate  came  up  under  a proposition 
to  give  representation  to  Cuba  in  the  cortes.  The 
attention  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
was  early  attracted  to  this  island,  which  could  not 
remain  indifferent  to  its  political  condition,  consi- 
dering its  geographic  position,  and  particularly  its 
social  institutions,  which  are  analogous  to  those  of 
our  southern  states.  This  portion  of  our  confede- 
racy, as  well  as  the  republic  of  Texas,  must  ever 
have  a deep  interest  in  the  question  of  slavery  in 
Cuba. 

“If,  gentlemen,  the  island  of  Cuba  should  cease 
to  be  Spanish,  it  must  belong  to  the  negro.  It  can- 
not come  under  the  power  of  any  other  nation,  be- 
cause, firstly,  there  is  no  nation  powerful  enough  to 
subjugate  400,000  negroes,  who,  under  the  tropics, 
shall  say,  ‘we  will  not  be  governed  by  you.’  Se- 
condly, because,  if  another  nation  should  attempt 
to  take  possession  of  it,  some  rival  power  would 
oppose  the  design.  In  strict  truth,  and  without 
figure  of  speech,  the  island  of  Cuba  is  the  key  of 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  no  other  than  a great  mari- 
time power  could  take  possession  of  it.  And  what 
power  would  consent  to  such  possession? 

“Let  us  state  the  question  as  between  England 
and  the  United  States,  since  the  former  holds  the 
sceptre  of  the  seas,  and  the  other  is  a maritime 
power  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  island. 

“Could  the  United  States  consent  that  England 
should  own  the  island  of  Cuba?  In  addition  to  the 
fact  that  Cuba  is  the  key  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  we 
must  keep  in  mind  one  other  important  circum- 
stance. It  is  well  known  that  the  coast  of  Ame- 
rica, in  that  quarter,  has  but  very  few  ports.  The 
island  of  Cuba,  on  the  contrary,  may  be  said  to  be 


one  whole  port.  It  has  thirty- four  good  harbors, 
and  of  these,  fifteen  are  Capable  of  containing  large 
squadrons.  This  is  a sufficient  consideration  to 
prevent  it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  a maritime 
power.  Besides  this  advantage,  there  is  this,  that 
Cuba  furnishes  ship-timber  for  any  quantity  of  ves- 
sels. 

“Would  England  allow  the  United  States  to  take 
possession  of  Cuba?  England,  as  the  mistress  of 
Gibraltar,  has  divided  the  forces  of  Spain  and 
France;  as  mistress  of  the  Ionian  isles,  she  com- 
mands the  Adriatic;  and  with  the  Cape  of.  Good 
Hope,  she  holds  the  key  of  India.  Would  she, 
then,  permit  Cuba  to  be  held  by  a third  power? 

“Long  and  protracted  wars,  with  great  effusion 
of  blood,  must  happen  before  this  could  take  place. 
The  United  States  would  not  consent  to  this  change 
of  masters  so  soon  as  Great  Britain.  We  all  know 
that  the  rivers  emptying  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
flow  from  the  mountains  of  the  United  States.  In 
their  valleys  is  growing  an  immense  population. 
All  the  productions  of  those  countries  have  their 
debouche  at  New  Orleans,  which  is  the  principal 
port  of  commerce  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  If  the 
United  States  should  consent  to  the  occupation  of 
Cuba  by  Great  Britain,  it  would  be  as  if  a merchant 
should  send  the  key  of  his  money  chest  1o  another 
person,  and  say,  ‘you  are  the  master  of  that  chest.’ 

“There  is  no  alternative,  gentlemen;  the  island 
of  Cuba  must  remain  under  Spanish  protection,  or 
it  must  be  abandoned  to  itself.  If  left  to  itself,  it 
must  become  a negro  government.  The  effeminate 
and  enervated  whites  would  not  be  able  to  oppose 
the  negro  population  in  that  burning  climate. 

“It  may  be  said  that  the  whites  possess  wealth 
and  knowledge.  They  possessed  them  also  in  St. 
Domingo.  But  of  what  avail  are  wealth  and  know- 
ledge, when  opposed  to  brutal  force;  when  the 
question  is  one  of  exposure  to  the  elements,  of  bear- 
ing fatigue,  to  which  the  slave  is  accustomed,  and 
of  suffering  the  heat  of  the  sun,  of  which  the  negro 
declares  himself  to  be  the  child?  What  would  be 
the  result?  The  whites  would  be  subdued,  as  they 
were  exterminated  in  St.  Domingo.” 


THE  DADE  MASSACRE. 

The  Boston  Post  publishes  the  following  interest- 
ing account  of  the  massacre  of  major  Dade’s  de- 
tachment in  Florida,  in  December,  1835,  taken  from 
the  lips  of  Ransom  Clark,  the  sole  survivor  of  that 
dreadful  action,  who  is  now  in  Boston: 

“Our  detacthment,  consisting  of  117  men,  under 
command  of  major  Dade,  started  from  Fort  Brooke, 
Tampa  Bay,  on  the  23d  of  December,  and  arrived 
at  the  scene  of  action  about  eight  o’clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  2Slh.  It  was  on  the  edge  of  a pond, 
three  miles  from  the  spot  where  we  had  bivouacked 
on  the  night  previous.  The  pond  was  surrounded 
by  tall  grass,  brush  and  small  trees.  A moment 
before  we  were  surprised,  major  Dade  said  to  us— 
‘We  have  now  got  through  all  danger;  keep  up 
good  heart,  and  when  we  get  to  Fort  King,  I’ll  give 
you  you  three  days  for  Christinas.’ 

“At  this  time  we  were  in  a path,  or  trail,  on  the 
border  of  the  pond;  and  the  first  notice  that  we  re- 
ceived of  the  presence  of  the  enemy  was  the  dis- 
charge of  a rifle  by  their  chief,  as  a signal  to  com- 
mence the  attack.  The  pond  was  on  our  right,  and 
the  Indians  were  scattered  round,  in  a semicircle, 
on  our  left,  in  the  rear,  and  in  advance — reaching 
at  the  two  latter  points  to  the  edge  of  the  pond; 
but  leaving  an  opening  for  our  entrance  on  the 
path,  and  a similar  opening  on  the  other  extremity 
for  the  egress  of  our  advanced  guard,  which  was 
permitted  to  pass  through  without  being  fired  on, 
and  of  course  unconscious  of  the  ambuscade  through 
which  they  had  marched.  At  the  time  of  the  at- 
tack this  guard  was  about  a quarter  of  a mile  in 
advance,  the  main  body  following  in  column,  two 
deep.  The  chief’s  rifle  was  followed  by  a general 
discharge  from  his  men,  and  major  Dade,  captain 
Frazier  and  lieutenant  Mudge,  together  with  se- 
veral non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  were 
brought  down  by  the  first  volley.  Our  rear  guard 
hail  a six  pounder,  which,  as  soon  as  possible,  was 
hauled  up.  and  brought  to  bear  upon  the  ground 
occupied  by  the  unseen  enemy,  secreted  among  the 
grass,  brush  and  trees.  The  discharge  of  the  can- 
non checked,  and  made  them  fall  back,  for  about 
half  an  hour.  About  twelve  of  us  advanced,  and 
brought  in  our  wounded  and  the  arms,  leaving  the 
dead.  Among  the  wounded  was  lieut.  Mudge, 
who  was  speechless.  We  set  him  up  against  a tree, 
and  he  was  found  there  two  months  after,  when 
general  Gaines  sent  a detachment  to  bury  the  bodies 
of  our  soldiers.  All  hands  then  commenced  throw- 
ing up  a small  triangular  breastwork  of  logs;  but, 
just  as  we  had  raised  it  about  two  feet,  the  Indians 
returned,  and  renewed  the  engagement.  A part  of 
our  troops  fought  within  the  breastwork,  and  a part 
outride.  I remained  outside  till  I received  a ball  in 
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ray  right  arm,  ami  another  near  my  right  temple, 
which  came  out  at  the  top  of  my  head.  I next  re- 
ceived a shot  in  my  thigh,  which  brought  me  down 
on  my  side,  and  I then  got  into  the  breastwork. 
We  gave  them  forty-nine  discharges  from  the  can- 
non; and,  while  loading  for  the  fiftieth,  the  last  shot 
we  had,  our  match  went  out.  The  Indians  chiefly 
levelled  at  the  men  who  worked  the  cannon.  In 
the  mean  time  the  main  body  of  our  troops  kept  up 
a general  fire  with  musketry. 

“The  loss  of  the  enemy  must  have  been  very 
great,  because  we  never  fired  until  vve  fixed  on  our 
men;  but  the  cannon  was  necessarily  fired  at  ran- 
dom, as  only  two  or  three  Indians  appeared  to- 
gether. When  the  firing  commenced,  the  advanced 
guard  wheeled,  and,  in  returning  to  the  main  body, 
were  entirely  cut  up.  The  battle  lasted  till  about 
four  in  the  afternoon,  and  I was  about  the  last  one 
who  handh’d  a gun,  while  lying  on  my  side.  At  the 
close  I received  a shot  in  my  right  shoulder,  which 
passed  into  my  lungs;  the  blood  gushed  out  of  my 
mouth  in  a stream,  and,  dropping  my  musket,  I 
rolled  over  on  my  face.  The  Indians  then  entered 
the  breastwork,  but  found  not  one  man  standing  to 
defend  it.  They  secured  the  arms,  ammunition, 
and  the  cannon,  and  despatched  such  of  our  fallen 
soldiers  as  they  supposed  still  to  be  alive.  Their 
negroes  then  came  in  to  strip  the  dead.  I had  by 
this  time  somewhat  revived,  and  a negro  observed 
that  I was  not  dead,  took  up  a musket,  and  shot 
me  in  the  top  of  the  shoulder,  and  the  ball  came  out 
at  my  back.  After  firing,  he  said,  ‘there,  d — • you, 
take  that.’  He  then  stripped  me  of  every  thing  but 
my  shirt. 

“The  enemy  then  disappeared  to  the  left  of  the 
pond,  and,  through  weakness  and  apprehension,  I 
remained  still,  till  about  nine  o’clock  at  night.  I 
then  commenced  crawling  on  my  knees  and  left 
hand.  As  I was  crawling  over  the  dead,  I put  my 
hand  on  one  man,  who  fait  different  from  the  rest — - 
he  was  warm  and  limber.  I roused  him  up,  and 
found  it  was  He  Courcy,  an  Englishman,  and  the 
sou  of  a British  officer,  resident  in  Canada.  I told 
him  that  it  was  best  for  us  to  attempt  to  travel,  as 
the  danger  appeared  to  be  over,  and  we  might  fall 
in  with  some  assistance.  As  he  was  only  wounded 
in  the  side  and  arm,  he  could  walk  a little.  We 
got  along  as  well  as  we  could  that  night,  continued 
oa  (ill  next  noon,  when,  on  a rising  ground,  vve 
observed  an  Indian  ahead,  on  horseback,  loading 
his  rifle.  AVe  agreed  that  he  should  go  on  one  side 
of  the  road,  and  I on  the  other.  The  Indian  took 
after  De  Courcy,  and  I heard  the  discharge  of  his 
rifle.  This  gave  me  time  to  crawl  into  a hammock, 
and  hide  away.  The  Indian  soon  returned,  with 
his  arms  and  legs  covered  with  blood,  having,  no 
doubt,  according  to  custom,  cut  De  Courcy  to 
pieces,  after  bringing  him  down  with  his  rifle.  The 
Indian  came  riding  through  the  brush  in  pursuit  of 
me,  and  approached  within  ten  feet,  but  gave  up 
the  search.  I then  resumed  my  route  back  to  Fort 
Brooke,  crawled  and  limped  through  the  nights 
and  forenoons,  and  slept  in  the  brush  during  the 
middle  of  the  day,  with  no  other  nourishment  than 
cold  water.  I got  to  Fort  Brook  on  th'e  evening 
of  the  fifth  day;  and  in  five  months  afterwards  was 
discharged  as  a pensioner,  at  eight  dollars  per  month. 
The  doctor  attributes  my  not  dying  of  my  wounds 
to  the  circumstance,  that  I bled  a good  deal,  and  did 
not  partake  of  any  solid  food  during  the  five  first 
days.  " • 

“Two  other  soldiers,  by  the  names  of  Thomas 
and  Sprague,  also  came  in  afterwards.  Although 
badly  wounded,  they  ascended  a tree  and  thus  es- 
caped the  enemy,  on  the  evening  of  the  batlle. 
They  joined  another  expedition,  two  months  after, 
but  before  their  wounds  were  healed,  and  they  soon 
died  of  them. 


SEVENTY  YEARS  AGO. 

A ROYAL  GALT,  A-DAY  SEVENTY  YEARS  AGO. 

John  Farmer  the  well-known  editor  of  Belknap, 
and  indefatigable  antiquarian,  in  loooking  over  the 
old  papers  and  records  in  the  secretary’s  office,  has 
brought  to  light  some  curious  matters  that  wo  opine 
the  lijliabltai  »(o  of  tlie  ]<iyal  pi uvlm-v.  TTnmT)- 

shire  never  dreamed  would  see  the  light.  In  a 
communication  to  governor  Hill,  he  copies  from  the 
records  the  hills  mads  out  by  tile  purveyors,  male 
and  female,  who  contributed  their  supplies  of  “pro- 
visions and  drink,”  upon  the  occasion  of  the  public, 
reception  of  John  AYontworlh,  at  Portsmouth,  in 
17G7,  as  governor  of  New  Hampshire,  and  “sur- 
veyor of  the  king’s  woods  in  North  America.” — 
The  whole  expense  of  his  reception  was  £175  8 OJ 
lawful  money,  or  more  than  the  salary  of  a New 
Hampshire  governor  in  these  republican  days,  and 
the  various  itetn3  which  make  up  the  accounts  seem 
to  show  conclusively  that  neither  total  abstinence 
nor  the  principles  of  Er.  Graham  were  in  verv  high 
repute  in  his  majesty’s  province  of  New  Hamp- 


shire seventy  years  ago.  It  is  quite  curious  to  read 
over  the  different  charges.  Thus — James  Stoodly 
charged  for  100  men’s  dinners,  with  wine  and 
punch  with  the  same;  and  for  oats  for  57  horses, 
£20  10;  John  Leavitt  charged  for  30  gentlemen  at 
breakfast,  75  bowls  of  punch,  7 bottles  of  wine, 
milk  punch,  cherry  rum,  oats  for  198  horses,  (2  qts. 
each),  cash  advanced  for  provisions  for  the  table — 
total  £20.  What  gormandizers  these  thirty  gentle- 
men must  have  been!  John  Stevens  charges  for 
one  barrel  of  limes,  punch  strainers,  broken  decan- 
ters, [the  wild  blades!]  £3  fid.  Then  Mr.  Jona- 
than Warner,  some  clever  storekeeper,  no  doubt, 
brings  in  bis  bill  for  candles,  beer  bottles,  and  wine 
glasses.  Geo.  Gains,  a carpenter,  brings  in  a bill 
lor  plank,  boards,  nails,  eight  days  work  of  himself 
and  “three  more  hands,  making  tables,  benches, 
and  fixing  the  state  house  for  the  reception  of  his 
excellency  John  Wentworth.”  AVin.  Ferrmar,  pro- 
bably a wholesale  importer  in  those  days,  charges 
for  one  cask  Madeira  wine,  £11  sterling,  and  Noah 
Parker,  £4  13s.  for  16^  gallons  of  vine,  corks  and 
bottling  the  same.  We  dare  say  Mr.  Noah  Parker 
put  some  extra  bottles  down  in  his  cellar,  and  sold 
the  same  as  “old  London  particular,”  bottled  before 
the  French  war.  But  governor  Wentworth’s  retinue 
appears  to  have  taken  something  stronger  than 
wine.  Nathaniel  Sherburne  presented  an  account 
for  105  gallons  of  rum,  10  gallons  of  spirit,  (proba- 
bly Cogniac),  112  pounds  of  sugar,  £16  15.  It 
appears  that  37  gallons  of  this  rum  were  afterwards 
returned,  and  vve  suppose  the  keeper  of  Ihe  royal 
chest  was  entitled  to  “drawback.”  AArm.  Morrison 
(perhaps  the  grandfather  of  the  great  pill-maker) 
charged  for  two  and  a half  hundred  weight  of  brown 
bread.  But  Mrs.  Dorothy  Fernald  has  the  longest 
bill — longer  than  a modern  tailor’s.  She  charges 
for  9 tongues,  50  lbs.  pork,  75  lbs.  ham,  228  lbs. 
beef,  veal,  turkeys,  fowls,  chickens,  1 salmon,  eggs, 
milk,  biscuit,  butter,  1 peck  tine  salt,  I bushel 
coarse  do.  20  lbs.  sugar,  12  lbs.  rice,  1 bottle  rose- 
water, cranberries,  pickles,  1 jar  of  oil,  2 c wt.  bread, 
potatoes,  1 cord  of  wood  and  charcoal,  used  in  cook- 
ing, ^ quintal  best  dumb  fish,  flour,  pepper,  mustard, 
“ her  trouble  and  attendance  of  self  through  the 
whole  affair” — total  £47  10s.  lOd.  Mrs.  Dorothy 
must  have  been  celebrated  in  her  day  as  one  of  the 
best  cooks  and  providers  in  all  the  colonies.  She 
puts  down  her  items  with  so  much  unction,  not  for- 

getlillg  “her  trouble  and  attendanep  nf*  coif  through 
the  whole  alfair,”  that  there  can  be  no  mistake  as 
to  Mrs.  Dorothy’s  culinary  capabilities.  The  most 
amusing  account  is  that  of  Richard  Jenness,  as 
follows: 

“Dr.  the  committee  for  making  provisions  for  the 
reception  of  his  excellency  the  governor. 

“1767.  To  buying  and  fatting,  in  the  best  manner, 
1 doz.  turkeys,  2 doz.  ducks,  and  3 doz.  dunghill 
fowls,  £2  10. 

“Received  in  full  for  the  above  of  John  Sher- 
burne, this  19  April,  176S. 

Rich’d  Jenness,  3d.” 

AVith  Mr.  Jenr.ess’s  best  fatting,  and  Mistress 
Fernald’s  best  cooking,  his  excellency’s  followers 
must  have  devoured  these  ducks  and  turkeys  with 
all  the  gout  of  a French  epicure.  We  don’t  learn, 
as  in  tile  case  of  the  rum,  that  any  of  them  were  re- 
turned. 

These  little  scraps  of  antiquity  are  not  without 
their  interest.  They  let  us  in  behind  the  scenes’ 
and  show  us  our  ancestors  in  their  convivial  mo- 
ments, and  while  under  a government  calculated 
more  than  any  other  to  foster  a love  of  show  and 
costly  parade.  It  will  be  well  if,  in  comparing 
I those  times  with  our  republican  days,  it  shall  be 
found  that,  after  a laps  of  seventy  years,  we  have 
advanced  as  much  in  every  thing  that  gives  a 
healthy  tone  to  society  as  in  the  science  of  govern- 
ment. [iV.  H.  Eagle. 


A FRONTIER  HISTORY. 

PERUQUE  VILLACE. 

During  the  existence  of  the  Spanish  government 
in  Missouri,  a number  of  the  French  inhabitants 
formed  a village  on  the  Peruqne  creek,  near  the 
ississ'pffi  in  what  is  now  St.  Charles  county. — 
ley  erected  comfortauw  l.uusea, uuin  u<u  no,  uOisv- 
tnills  and  other  necessary  buildings,  enclosed  small 
farms  for  the  cultivation  of  wheat  and  corn,  picket- 
ed in  yards,  gardens  and  orchards  and  lived  in 
peace  and  happiness.  The  Indians  were  their 
neighbors,  but  they  contrived  to  live  and  trade  in 
peace  even  with  the  natives  of  the  forest.  The 
French  village  was  a place  of  frequent  amusement 
— the  inhabitants  having  carried  to  the  wild  frontier 
all  the  jovial  pleasantry  and  love  of  music  and 
dancing  that  distinguishes  their  countrymen  in  Eu- 
rope. When  the  country  was  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  a portion  of  the  old  inhabitants  were  rather 
dissatisfied  in  being  thus  transferred  over  to  a na- 
tion, of  whose  laws,  language  and  manners  they 


were  'totally  ignorant;  but  they  quietly  acquiesced 
in  the  change  of  government,  and  retained  posses- 
sion of  their  village  as  formerly.  A portion  of  them 
were  engaged  as  pilots,  voyagers,  traders  and  trap- 
pers, whilst  a portion  of  them  pursued  the  more 
quiet  pursuits  of  agriculture.  The  Peruque  village 
was  a frontier  post,  and  much  exposed  to  Indian  de- 
predations, but  they  always  remained  at  peace  with 
the  savages,  until  about  the  time  that  the  war  broke 
out  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 
At  that  period  there  were  frequent  signs  of  Indian 
hostilities.  The  whole  frontier  was  in  a state  of 
alarm.  Murders  and  massacres  of  families  began 
to  occur  in  different,  places.  The  peaceful  and 
quiet  inhabitants  of  Peruque  village  began  to  feel 
the  effects  of  savage  hostilities.  They  were  fre- 
quently harassed  by  hostile  visits  from  (he  Indians, 
their  cattle  and  hogs  were  killed,  their  horses  sto- 
len, and  they  themselves  were  compelled  to  keep 
constantly  on  the  look  out  for  fear  of  being  surpris- 
ed and  murdered.  Alarmed  at  this  situation  of 
affairs,  a number  of  the  villageis  forsook  their 
homos,  and  sought  a safer  abode  in  the  town  of  St. 
Charles  and  its  vicinity.  After  (he  war  had  lasted 
about  one  year,  there  were  only  eight  families  left 
in  the  Peruque  village.  These  had  property  which 
they  considered  valuable,  and  homes  which  had  long 
been  found  by  them  to  he  happy  and  comfortable, 
and  they  determined  to  stick  to  their  homes  and  fire- 
sides at  all  hazaids.  The  U.  S.  rangers  were  at  that 
time  traversing  the  country  in  different  directions 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  marching  from  one 
fort  to  another,  and  visiting  different  exposed  por- 
tions of  the  settlements,  but  not  remaining  long  at 
any  one  place.  They  frequently  came  to  the  Pe- 
rnqne  village,  and  were  sometimes  as  troublesome 
to  the  villageis  as  the  Indians  themselves.  After 
Ihe  war  had  progressed  for  some  time,  a company 
of  rangers  arrived  at  the  Peruque  village,  and  after 
a consultation  of  the  officers,  they  informed  the  in- 
habitants that  the  Peruque  village  was  an  exposed 
and  defenceless  post,  that  it  served  to  tempt  and 
attract  the  savages  and  drew  them  upon  the  settle- 
ments, and  that  the  public  safety  and  welfare  re- 
quired that  the  village  should  be  abandoned.  Or- 
ders were  accordingly  given  that  all  the  villagers 
should  r move  to  the  more  densely  inhabited  neigh- 
borhoods. In  vain  did  the  unoffending  inhabitants 
object  to  the  desertion  of  their  former  happy  homes; 
they  wpre  compelled  to  move.  Their  large  stocks 
of  hogs  and  many  of  their  horses  and  cattle  that 
were  ranging  in  the  woods  were  totally  lost.  The 
houses  in  which  they  had  long  lived  were  occupied 
by  the  rangers  as  barracks;  the  crops  of  wheat 
which  filled  their  barns  were  freely  fed  to  the  Ran- 
gers’ horses  and  their  cornfields  destroyed  by  the 
same  means.  The  rangers  occupied  their  houses 
as  barracks,  burnt  the  pickets  and  rails  of  their  en- 
closures for  firewood,  and  did  considerable  injury 
to  their  houses  and  out-buildings.  The  villagers 
sought  a home  in  the  town  of  St.  Charles,  and  re- 
mained until  the  close  of  the  war.  AVhen  the  war 
was  over,  the  villagers  returned  to  the  Peruque  vil- 
lage, but  they  found  it  a scene  of  desolation  and 
ruin.  Their  houses,  mill,  out-buildings,  fences  and 
pickets  were  burnt,  and  their  improvements  totally 
destroyed.  Their  farms  were  rendered  useless,  and 
and  they  were  stript  of  the  proceeds  of  years  of 
labor.  They  searched  in  vain  for  their  cattle,  their 
hogs  and  horses;  they  had  been  destroyed  by  the 
savages,  or  used  as  food  for  the  rangers.  The  de- 
solation of  the  Peruque  village  was  so  complete, 
and  its  ruin  so  total,  that  none  of  the  inhabitants 
ever  afterwards  removed  their  families  to  their  for- 
mer favorite  homes.  For  fifteen  years  afterwards, 
Peruque  village  was  entirely  uninhabited,  and  it  is 
only  within  a few  years  past  that  one  or  two  French 
families  have  again  settled  on  the  spot  where  the 
village  stood.  Its  former  inhabitants  sought  other 
horn"s  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Charles,  and  being  in 
indigent  circumstances,  encumbered  with  large  fa- 
milies, ignorant  of  our  language  and  laws,  they 
have  never  hitherto  either  sought  or  obtained  com- 
pensation for  their  losses  from  the  government  to 
which  thev  were  transferred.  As  their  losses  were 
sustained  in  consequence  of  the  attacks  of  the  ene- 

“-J--  orrainci  wVinm  utoc  tho  rlntv  nf  thn 

to  protect  them;  or  by  their  property  being;  used 
for  the  gallant  and  hardy  rangers  who  were  station- 
ed there  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  and  after 
they  had  been  compelled  unwillingly  to  abandon 
their  village,  justice  would  seem  to  require  that 
they  should  he  remunerated  at  the  expense  of  the 
nation. 

Such  was  the  history  of  the  Peruque  village,  and 
it.is  similar  to  the  historv  of  many  of  the  ancient 
French  villages;  for,  whilst  some  of  them  have 
grown  to  he  flourishing  cities,  others  at  this  day  are 
literally  “deserted  villages.”  whose  history  is  ro- 
mantic and  interesting,  but  at  the  same  time  true. 

[St.  Charles  Clarion. 
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FOREIGN  CHRONICLE. 

Protested  bills.  From  a publication  of  the  re- 
sident merchants  of  the  island  ot  St.  Thomas,  we 
learn  that  it  is  an  understanding  among  them,  that 
in  case  any  bills  of  exchange  drawn  or  endorsed  by 
them,  on  any  foreign  country,  are  protested  for 
non-payment,  they  consider  themselves  bound  to, 
and  invariably  do  pay  damages  ten  per  cent,  on  the 
same,  with  one  per  cent,  interest  on  the  amount  of 
such  bills  from  the  time  they  became  due  until 
paid,  if  the  time  does  not  exceed  six  months,  it  it 
does,  one-half  per  cent,  interest  per  month,  (alter 
said  six  months  have  expired),  also  cost  ot  protest 
and  postage;  and  further,  that  a house  which  does 
r.ot  comply  with  the  above  agreement  could  not 
dispose  of  bills  of  exchange  in  that  market. 

The  dutchess  dowager  of  Saxe  Meiningen,  mother 
of  the  English  queen,  is  dead.  The  court  mourn- 
ing was  to  commence  on  the  10th  ot  May.  Of 
course,  the  royal  festivities,  drawing  room,  levees, 
&c.  are  suspended. 

Mustacfiios.  The  Gazette  of  the  senate,  (of  St. 
Petersburgh)  has  the  following  article — “His  ma- 
jesty, the  emperor,  in  addition  to  what  has  come  to 
his  knowledge  from  different  officers,  has  been 
pleased  himself  to  remark,  that  many  civil  officers, 
especially  out  of  the  capital,  take  the  liberty  ol 
wearing  mustachios,  and  after  the  manner  of  the 
Turks,  or  apeing  French  fashions,  do  not  shave  their 
beards.  His  majesty  finds  this  unbecoming;  and 
accordingly  all  the  superiors  of  civil  departments 
are  enjoined  to  be  very  strict  not  to  allow  those 
under  them  to  wear  such  beards  or  mustachios,  for 
the  latter  belong  exclusively  to  the  military  uni- 
form.” 

O’ Connell  tax.  It  appears  from  the  Dublin  pa- 
pers, that  the  collection  of  the  national  annuity  to 
O’Connell  for  the  year  1S36  and  1337  is  to  com- 
mence forthwith.  There  was  no  collection  last 
year.  Mr.  Sheil  has  written  a letter  to  serve  as  a 
fillip  to  the  liberality  of  his  fellow  countrymen.  For 
1835  this  annuity  was  £20,18!)  13s.  5 d. 

The  dutches  of  Sutherland  has  given  £6,000  for 
the  relief  of  the  distressed  poor  of  the  Highlands. 

A large  deputation  from  the  provincial  press 
have  had  an  interview  with  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  and  solicitor  general  to  petition  the  re- 
moval of  tho  penny  postage  on  newspapers  sent  by 
the  cross  or  by-posts;  and  also  on  the  subject  of  the 
libel  laws. 

It  is  a curious  fact  that  the  widow  of  Thomas 
Lord  Lyttleton  is  now  living  in  her  ninety-fifth 
year.  Her  ladyship  has  lived  to  see  six  lords  Lyt- 
telton, including  the  present,  since  the  death  of  her 
husband,  fifty-eight  years  ago. 

A most  extensive  fire  occurred  at  Perth  on  the 
9th  May.  Murray’s  royal  lunatic  asylum,  one  of 
the  first  establishments  of  the  kind  in  Britain,  was 
burnt  down;  the  inmates,  about  200,  were  taken  to 
the  depot.  There  was  a storm  of  snow  at  Perth  on 
the  10th. 

The  ship  Dorothy  Gales,  of  New  Orleans,  was 
seized  at  Liverpool  on  the  10th  of  May,  for  a viola- 
tion of  the  revenue  laws.  The  captain,  George 
Moore,  and  the  mate,  Robert  Miller,  were  at  the 
same  time  arrested.  The  offence  charged  against 
them,  was  having  on  board  the  ship  150  lbs.  of  fo- 
reign manufactured  tobacco,  concealed  in  a harness 
cask,  with  intent  to  smuggle  the  same  on  shore.  A 
considerable  quantity  of  smuggled  liquor  was  also 
found  on  board.  The  captain  and  mate  were  con- 
demned in  the  penalty  of  a hundred  pounds  each, 
and  in  default  of  payment,  to  six  months  imprison- 
ment. They  are  both  Englishmen.  What  was 
done  with  the  ship  is  not  stated. 

[And  yet  the  authorities  of  this  government,  so 
tenacious  about  the  introduction  of  a few  pounds 
of  tobacco,  have  the  audacity  to  flood  this  country 
with  their  worn  out  and  miserable  paupers!  This 
is  “free  trade”- — as  John  Bull  understands  it.] 

Jl  Roman  belle.  Three  skeletons  have  lately  been 
taken  out  of  Pompeii,  one  of  them,  a young  lady, 

had  on  a c-old  rino*  nn/t  (.nr.iinarc  ornamented  — 

pearls. 

The  king  of  Bavaria  has  founded  a gallery  at 
Munich  for  the  portraits  of  all  the  beautiful  women 
his  painters  can  get  a sight  of. 

Emigrants.  From  January  1,  up  to  March  31, 
1337,  there  were  6,240  embarked  from  Liverpool. 

Dr.  Buckland,  the  geologist,  has  calculated  that 
the  beds  of  coal  in  South  Wales  alone,  are  enough 
to  supply  the  whole  of  England  for  2,000  years. 

Pirate  in  the  West  Indies.  The  Coriolanus,  ar- 
rived at  Dover,  from  Jamaica,  was  chased  off  Cape 
Corrientes,  by  a large  piratical  schooner  full  of  men. 


She  showed  Spanish  colors.  Finding  escape  im- 
possible, the  commander  of  the  Cariolanus  deter- 
mined on  defending  his  ship,  afire  was  accordingly 
opened  upon  the  schooner  which  produced  the  de- 
sired effect.  The  latter  hauled  her  wind  and  left. 

Iron  curtains  for  theatres.  At  the  grand  theatre 
of  St.  Petersburgh,  there  is  a curtain,  fire  proof, 
which  may  be  drawn  tight  across  the  house,  so  as 
completely  to  insolate  the  stage  from  all  communi- 
cation with  the  audience  part,  as  a precaution  in 
case  of  fire.  The  emperor  himself  is  nervous  upon 
the  subject  of  fires,  almost  to  a disease.  Lately  an 
alarm  was  given  in  this  theatre,  and  a part  of  the 
audience  left  their  places,  occasioning  a good  deal 
of  confusion.  Immediately  afterwards  an  intima- 
tion was  given  to  the  management  that  they  would 
be  held  personally  responsible  in  case  of  fires  oc- 
curring in  future. 

The  earthquake  at  Jerusalem.  A letter  has  been 
received  in  this  city,  dated  the  13th  Jan.  last,  giving 
the  particulars  of  tiie  reported  earthquake,  at  Jeru- 
salem, on  the  1st  of  that  month.  The  Minarers  on 
Mount  Olivet,  and  a part  of  the  city  walls  were 
thrown  down,  but  the  damage  was  otherwise  tri- 
fling, although  the  shock  was  very  severe.  The 
house  in  which  the  American  missionaries  resided 
was  shaken  to  the  foundation,  but  escaped  without 
injury  to  it  or  its  inmates.  [ Ch.  Cour. 

General  Cass.  A letter  from  Marseilles,  of  14th 
April,  announces  the  arrival  there  of  general  Cass, 
with  a suite  of  12  persons,  destined  for  Constanti- 
nople— whither  an  American  cruizer,  daily  expect- 
ed from  Mahon,  was  to  convey  him. 

Meunier,  the  would  be  assassin  ot'  Louis  Philippe, 
has  chosen  New  Orleans  for  his  future  residence.  So 
says  this  extract: 

Meunier  was  on  Saturday  taken  from  the  prison 
of  the  Conciergerie  and  escorted  by  a single  surveil- 
lant  into  the  presence  of  the  prefect  of  the  police, 
to  whom  he  declared  his  choice  of  New  Orleans  for 
his  future  abode. 

Perfect  identity.  Mazurier,  it  is  said,  after  a 
long  and  patient  attendance  upon  the  monkeys 
domiciled  in  the  Jardin  du  Roi,  sowed  up  in  skins, 
and  with  a face  painted  and  made  up  in  a concate- 
nation accordingly,  raised  at  last  the  benevolence 
of  a tender  hearted  one  to  such  a pitch  that  it  offer- 
ed him  a DU  of  The  apple  it  was  eating,  and  drew 
from  him  that  rapturous  exclamation,  pregnant 
with  the  consciousness  of  his  apparent  identity 
with  the  monkey  character — -“Enfin,  enfin,  je  suis 
singe.”  [New  Monthly. 


DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

Emigrants  to  the  west.  We  learn  by  the  Toledo 
(on  Lake  Erie)  Gazette,  that  one  hundred  and  six- 
ty-eight passengers  took  the  cars  from  that  place  to 
Adrian,  Michigan,  on  the  22d  ult.  Five  hundred 
passengers  were  landed  from  the  North  America 
and  Commodore  Perry,  principally  settlers  for  the 
west,  on  the  same  day. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Detroit  Advertiser 
states  that  scarcely  a day  passes,  when  there  are 
not  landed  at  Detroit  at  least  from  lour  to  five  hun- 
dred emigrants;  and  one  day  in  the  space  of  twelve 
hours,  there  were  seven  steamboat  arrivals,  which 
landed  not  less  than  twenty-four  hundred  persons  on 
the  wharves  of  that  city. 

Rain  gunge.  Many  who  are  curious  to  know 
how  the  depth  of  rain  is  ascertained,  and  perhaps 
to  test  the  same,  can  learn  by  the  following  simple 
method:  Take  a funnel  whose  large  orifice  is  ex- 

actly ten  inches,  and  fix  it  in  a bottle.  The  de- 
scending rain  will  fall  into  the  funnel,  and  from 
thence  into  the  bottle.  The  quantity  of  rain 
caught  is  then  ascertained  by  multiplying  the 
weight  in  ounces  by  173  which  gives  the  depth  in 
inches  and  parts  of  an  inch. 

Susquehannah  canal.  The  balance  of  the  two 
instalments  on  the  subscription  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more to  this  work,  has  been  paid  with  the  money 
received  in  exchange  for  the  ---*«■•»  :-“ur<4  V 

me  corporation. 

Value  of  railroads.  During  the  month  of  May 
the  following  articles  were  transported  from  the 
west  to  Philadelphia  on  (he  Columbia  rail  road. 

Flour,  13,011  bbls;  wheat,  2.930  bush;  grain, 
6,626  do;  seed  434  do;  bacon  677,935  lbs;  salted 
pork  450  bbls;  butter  2,333  lbs;  lard  199, 4S2  lbs; 
potatoes  464  bush;  provisions  not  named  13,430  lbs; 
iron  112,648  lbs;  castings  53,007  lbs;  wool  36,043 
lbs;  leather  21,560  lbs;  tobacco  237,218  lbs;  lumber 
43,766  feet,  feathers  1,815  lbs;  cotton  71,823  lbs; 
pot  and  pearl  ashes  24,312  lbs;  oil  2,292  galls; 
whiskey  74,145  do;  sundries  617,444  lbs;  glass  251 
boxes. 


Wheeling.  The  Times  of  Saturday,  says  the 
river  is  still  in  good  navigable  order,  and  that  a 
few  boats  are  running.  There  is  little  or  no  change 
in  market  prices. 

A righteous  sentence.  At  the  court  of  common 
pleas  in  Worcester,  Mass,  last  week,  John  M. 
Knight,  on  an  indictment  for  cruelly  treating  an  ox, 
was  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  the  house  of 
correction  for  three  months. 

James  C.  Booth,  esq.  has  been  appointed  geolo- 
gist of  the  'state  of  Delaware.  Mr.  B.  has  had 
practical  experience  in  the  duties  of  his  appoint- 
ment in  making  a geological  survey  of  a part  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Duelling.  A bill  has  passed  the  legislature  of 
Mississippi,  providing  that  Ihe  survivor  shall  he  li- 
able for  the  debts  of  an  antagonist  murdered  accord- 
ing 1o  the  “code  of  honor.”  A pretty  effectual 
check  to  the  use  of  cold  lead  in  these  times. 

Useful  receipt.  We  every  day  hear  complaints 
about  watery  potatoes.  Put  into  the  pot  a piece  of 
iime  as  large  as  a ben’s  egg;  and  bow  watery  soever 
the  potatoes  may  have  been,  when  the  water  is 
poured  off,  the  potatoes  will  be  perfectly  dry  and 
mealy.  Some  persons  use  salt,  which  only  hardens 
potatoes. 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company  invite-pro- 
posals for  the  construction  of  another  portion  of 
that  work,  covering  about  29  miles  of  the  50  be- 
tween the  month  of  the  Great  Cacapon  and  Cum- 
berland. It  comprises  53  sections  of  canal,  3 aque- 
ducts, 20  locks  of  8 feet  lift  each,  and  70  culverts. 
The  estimated  cost  of  this  portion  exceeds  two 
millions  of  dollars. 

Foreigners.  Under  this  head  we  mentioned  on 
Saturday,  that  nine  hundred  and  fifty-two  passengers 
had  arrived  the  day  before  from  various  ports  in 
Europe.  This  however,  did  not  include  the  140  by 
the  ship  Manco  from  Liverpool; — by  the  Br.  ship 
St.  George  from  do.  158  by  the  Hilah  from  Havre; 
and  GO  by  the  British  barque  Minstrel  from  Hull: 
which  number  also  arrived  on  the  said  day.  We 
would  now  call  attention  to  the  numbers  who  have 
since  arrived,  amounting,  as  we  find  on  referring  to 
the  list  of  passengers,  in  a subsequent  column  ofthis 
paper,  to  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
one.  [New  York  American. 

A quick  passage. — The  new  Baltimore  built 
ship  Richard  Anderson,  captain  Thomas  Locus,  ar- 
rived at  Liverpool,  on  the  2d  May  from  Mobile, 
in  22  days.  Her  passage  from  Cape  Hatteras  to 
Liverpool,  was  made  in  fifteen  days,  when  she 
received  the  pilot  on  board.  This  is  said  to  be  one 
of  the  shortest  passages  on  record. 

A profitable  state  prison.  The  present  number  of 
convicts  in  the  Connecticut  state  prison  is  207. 
The  balance  of  convict  labor  over  the  expenses 
presents  a gain  of  $7,438  94.  The  profits  of  the 
prison  since  its  establishment  have  been  $5,759  45 
over  its  entire  cost,  together  with  ail  the  improve- 
ments and  alternations,  and  the  land  connected  with 
it.  The  aggregate  net  income  which  it  has  paid 
into  the  state  treasury  is  $121,833  681!  The  num- 
ber of  prisoners  received  this  year  has  been  57 — - 
last  year  66.  It  is  only  prisons  which  flourish  now- 
a-davs — and  if  any  body  can  make  them  profitable, 
it  is  the  shrewd  people  of  Connecticut. 

The  schooner  Emperor,  the  vessel  which  brought 
over  the  slaves  from  Cuba,  seized  a lew  days  since 
at  Appalachicola  by  the  marshal,  has  arrived  at 
Pensacola.  The  vessel  has  been  seized  and  the  cap- 
tain imprisoned. 

Mai  practice  by  a physician.  The  Newport  Argus 
states  that  Dr.  Milton  Parker  of  Acworth,  has  been 
fined  $167  for  mal  practice  as  a surgeon.  He  was 
called  lo  set  a broken  limb,  which  he  did  in  a man- 
ner so  unskilful  as  to  cause  entirely  the  loss  of  its 
use.  A suit  was  commenced  for  damages  and  re- 
sulted as  above.  A warning  to  all  quacks  and  in- 
competent physicians  to  beware  how  they  meddle 
with  cases  which  are  beyond  their  knowledge  and 
skill. 

Naval.  We  learn,  says  the  Baltimore  Patriot, 
that  captain  Isaac  McKeevcr  received  from  the  de- 
partment orders  to  take  command  of  the  U.  States 
sloop  of  war  Falmouth,  now  at  Norfolk,  and  to  pro- 
ceed with  her  to  the  Pacific,  as  soon  as  the  neces- 
sary preparation  can  be  made. 

The  Independence.  It  is  stated  that  this  magnifi- 
cent ship  is  to  be  launched  on  the  4th  of  July  next. 

Florida.  John  P.  Duval  has  been  appointed  se- 
cretary of  this  territory,  vice  G.  Walker,  resigned. 

Col.  Denning  has  been  elected  a delegate  from 
Florida  v ice  Joseph  M.  White.  The  returns  not 
official,  were  as  follows:  Denning  1,812,  Read  1,137, 
Wyate  1,C5G. 
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OlJ-  Among  the  many  new  subscribers  to  the  “Re- 
gister,” recently  received,  are  a number  resid- 
ing in  Europe,  in  which,  as  in  this  country,  we  are 
assured  it  is  referred  to  by  all  parties,  for  facts  and 
documents  connected  w ith  the  history  of  this  go- 
vernment. Our  modesty  restrains  us  from  repeating 
the  terms  of  commendation  which  have  accompa- 
nied those  subscriptions — but  our  European  friends 
are  assured  that  we  are  not  insensible  to  their 
praises,  and  are  determined  to  merit  them  by  still 
pursuing  that  couise  which  they  have  commended. 

Ctf-The  present  sheet  contains  more  than  the 
usual  variety  of  valuable  articles  for  present  use  and 
reference;  but  we  have  hardly  a tithe  of  the  space 
which  is  necessary,  as  capacious  as  are  our  pages, 
for  the  mass  of  matter  which  is  pressing  upon  our 
attention.  We  will,  however,  find  room  for  it,  for 
it  is  indispensable  to  a correct  history  of  the  times. 

CC^-Onr  readers  who  are  interested  in  the  curren- 
cy question  will  peruse  with  interest  the  address 
of  C.  J.  Ingersoll  to  the  voters  of  the  third  congres- 
sional district  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  letters  of 
gen.  Tallraadge  and  Mr.  Benton,  inserted  in  subse- 
quent jiages.  We  have  another  letter  on  file  on  the 
same  subject,  addressed  to  Mr.  Biddle,  the  president 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  by  gen.  Hamilton, 
of  South  Carolina,  which  we  are  reluctantly  com- 
pelled to  defer  until  our  next. 

(JOThe  article  from  the  “Richmond  Enquirer,” 
(page  260),  is  necessary  to  a full  understanding  of 
Mr.  Stevenson’s  position  in  relation  to  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  and  the  editors  of  the  “Globe,” 
and  is  inserted  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  party 
which  considers  himself  aggrieved. 

Duties.  The  Ne.v  York  Commercial  Adverti- 
ser of  Wednesday  states,  that  the  collector  of  that 
port  has  received  orders  from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, to  require  all  the  goods  at  present  deposited 
in  tiie  public  stores,  to  be  bonded,  and  the  duties  on 
all  subject  to  cash  duties,  to  be  paid  immediately. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  merchants  will  thus  be 
compelled  to  pay  a million  forthwith,  contrary  to  the 
usages  that  have  hitherto  prevailed. 

The  collector  has  also  received  orders  to  ascer- 
tain from  manifests,  bills  of  lading,  &c.  the  owner- 
ship and  amount  of  goods  in  the  public  store,  which 
were  destroyed  by  fire  a few  weeks  since,  and  ex- 
act duties  thereon. 

Virginia  legislature.  Mr.  Garland,  from 
the  select  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  banks, 
has  made  a report  declaring  the  entire  safety  and 
solvency  of  these  institutions  and  introduced  a bill 
which  authorises  a suspension  of  specie  payments 
until  the  — day  of  1333,  and  the  receipt  of  the  notes 
of  the  banks  for  treasury  dues,  and  the  dsposite  of 
the  money  of  the  commonwealth  in  the  banks  of 
Richmond.  It  prohibits  an  extension  of  discounts 
beyond  the  present  amount,  and  a dividend  ot  more 
than  6 per  cent. 

Mr.  Booker,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
subject,  reported  a bill  to  stay  the  proceedings  on 
executions,  trust  depds  and  other  demands,  in  cases 
of  refusal  to  receive  the  notes  of  certain  banks.  The 
legislature  has  also,  virtually,  refused  the  petition 
of  the  citizens  of  Fredericksburg,  asking  power  for 
the  corporation  to  issue  small  notes. 

The  wheat  crop.  The  prospect  is  that  the 
wheat  crop  in  the  United  States  will  be  the  most 
abundant  that  has  been  reaped  for  many  years — 
and  prices  will  be  greatly  reduced  by  the  vast 
quantities  of  tiie  foreign  article  which  arrive  al- 
most daily  in  our  ports.  On  Tuesday  last  about 
sixty  thousand  bushels,  of  a very  fine  quality,  were 
entered  at  the  custom  house  in  Baltimore,  besides  a 
large  quantity  of  rye.  The  price  is,  however,  well 
up,  and  will  remain  so,  until  the  commencement  of 
the  wheat  harvest. 

The  money  market,  appears  to  be  somewhat 
easier  in  the  Atlantic  cities,  ami  there  is  a disposi- 
tion among  the  banks  and  individuals  not  to  press 
their  creditors  further  than  is  necessary  for  self- 
preservation.  Yet  great  distrust  prevails  in  the 
public  mind,  and  confidence  will  not  be  restored 
Vol.  LII — Sig.  17. 


until  the  currency  question  is  settled  by  the  action  were  only  of  houses  in  partnership  with  houses 
of  congress — for  even  the  few  prudent  banks  which  which  had  failed  here,  or  in  so  intimate  connexion 
are  able  to  afford  relief,  are  restrained  by  the  fears  that  their  suspension  was  matter  of  course.  One 
of  the  reaction  which  the  legislation  of  that  body  house,  Roskell,  Ogden  & Co.  whose  suspension  had 
may  produce  in  the  finances  of  the  country.  They  been  previously  announced,  is  now  announced  as 
are,  however,  adopting  measures  which  will  prevent  having  resumed  payment.  The  great  American 
any  sudden  disaster,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  be-  houses  are  all  going  on  and  daily  cancelling  large 
fore  the  extra  session  they  will  be  prepared  for  any  amounts  of  acceptances  in  favor  of  houses  on  this 
change  that  may  then  be  determined  upon.  Thq^  side.  The  revival  in  the  price  G... 

following  is  one  of  the  arrangemento  made  in  Phi  la-  ton  shows  that  there  is  yet  an  opinion  left  in  Eng- 
delphia,  as  we  learn  from  one  of  the  papers  of  that  land,  that  cotton  may  be  wanted.  Money  continu- 
city,  which,  if  imitated  elsewhere,  will  he  of  great  ed  ->  fact  of  great  importance,  and  the  -rate, 

benefit  in  domestic  exchanges.  The  Girard  bank  J . ggn  exchanges  favorable  to  England.  Al- 

4U thn  nrnrlil  nf  liAiiena  on  fro  irn.l  in  + 11/: 


has  agreed  to  loan  to  the  Union  bank  of  Nashville 
$500J)00  in  post  notes  payable  in  Philadelphia; 
and  the  bank  ol  Pennsylvania  has  entered  into  a 
similar  arrangement  with  the  Planters’  bank  of 
Nashville  for  $'300,000.  This  is  rather  a rounda- 
bout way  of  accomplishing  a simple  object,  but  is, 
perhaps,  the  only  feasible  one  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  country.  In  addition  to  the  above, 
we  learn  that  the  different  banking  institutions  of 
New  York  have  agreed  to  receive  the  notes  of  the 
following  hanks  on  deposite  or  in  payment  ef  debts, 
viz: 

New  York  stale.  Fives  and  upward — Long  Is- 
land banks,  Tanners’  Catskill,  Catskill,  Dutchess 
county,  Highland,  Bank  of  Poughkeepsie,  West- 
chester county,  Bank  of  Nevvbugb,  Ulster  county, 
Kingston,  Hudson  river,  Commercial,  Albany, 
Mechanics’  and  Farmers,’  do.  City  bank,  do.  City 
bank,  Troy,  Bank  of  Troy,  Farmers’  and  Mecha- 
nics’, do.  Lansingburgh.  Twenties  and  upward — 
Farmers,’  Troy.  Fifties  and  upward — Saratoga 
cou  nty. 

Neiv  Jersey.  Fives  and  upward — Trenton  bank- 
ing company,  Mechanics’  and  Manufar.  Trenton, 
Banking  and  Insurance  company,  Newark,  State 
bank,  do.  Mechanic,  do.  State  bank,  Elizabeth, 
Morris  Canal  company,  State  bank,  New  Bruns- 
wick, Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  hank  k»- 
Uinon,  Qvvtieu  in  luncisj . Tens  and  upward — State 
bank,  Morristown.  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’,  Mid- 
dletown, Sussex  county,  Belvidere,  Commercial, 
Amboy,  Bank  of  Rahway,  Farmers’  and  Mecha- 
nics,’ Rahway. 

Connecticut.  Fives  and  upward — Norwich  and 
Stonington,  when  made  payable.  Twenties  and 
upward — Stamford  bank. 

Rhode  Island.  Fives  and  upward — Arcade,  Pro- 
vidence. 

District  of  Columbia.  Fives  and  upward — bank 
of  Metropolis. 

Miscellaneous.  Fives  and  upward — Union  bank, 
Maryland,  Union  bank,  Louisiana,  bank  of  Louisi- 
ana, State  bank,  Illinois,  State  bank,  Alabama, 
State  bank,  Montgomery,  State  bank,  Decatur. 

At  New  York  on  the'20th  there  was  a slight  ad- 
vance in  stocks  of  all  descriptions,  and  specie  was 
selling  at  the  following  rates:  American  gold  llj 
a 12  premium;  do.  half  dollars  11  do.;  Spanish  dol- 
lars 12  a — do.;  Mexican  — a Ilf  do.;  five  franc 
pieces  $1  02;  Napoleons  $4  20;  sovereigns  $5  42 
a $5  46;  doubloons  $17  75  a IS. 

At  Boston,  specie  is  scarcer  and  higher.  Ame- 
rican gold  and  silver  is  noted  at  10  a 11  premium. 
Spanish  dollars  $ 10  a 12;  doubloons  $17  50  a 17 
624;  patriots  $16  75a  17;  sovereigns  $5  35a5  40. 

The  Boston  Courier  of  Tuesday  says  that  mo- 
ney is  plenty,  on  undoubted  security,  in  that  city, 
at  6 per  cent,  per  annum.  The  want  of  confidence, 
however,  still  continues,  and  impedes  in  a great  de- 
gree the  course  of  business. 

Condition  of  the  Boston  banks,  omitting  the 
Massachusetts  bank,  at  the  close  of  business,  June 
10th,  1S37,  agreeably  to  returns  made  to  the  stand- 
ing committee. 

Capital  $20,700,000  00 

Circulation,  after  deducting  the  bills 

of  banks  held  by  each  other  1,631,624  00 

Individual  deposites  5,506,895  90 

Specie  972,776  83 

Amount  of  loan  33,328,722  98 

From  England.  The  packet  ship  Indepen- 
dence has  arrived  at  New  York,  and  brought  Lon- 
don papers  to  the  23d  and  Liverpool  to  the  24th 
ult.  The  extracts  from  them,  published  in  the  New 
York  papers,  chiefly  relate  to  the  condition  of  the 
currency  and  the  mercantile  interest.  The  failures, 
which  had  occurred,  says  the  Journal  of  Commerce, 


though  the  credit  of  houses  engaged  in  the  dias- 
trous  branches  of  business  was  much  shaken,  the 
general  state  of  pecuniary  affairs  had  received  no 
shock.  There  were  no  indications,  so  far  as  we 
can  see,  that  the  bank  of  England  would  find  any 
difficulty  in  continuing  on  a specie  paying  bases. — 
Nothing  could  drive  the  bank  to  a suspension  but 
domestic  distrust,  the  expectation  of  suspension, 
such  as  produced  the  suspension  here.  But  there 
was  no  appearance  of  any  distrust,  and  nothing  was 
likely  to  occur  to  excite  it.  On  the  whole,  England 
seems  to  be  fast  anchored  and  likely  to  ride  out  the 
storm. 

A paragraph  in  the  New  York  American  indu- 
ces the  belief  that  the  bank  of  England  will  continue 
to  uphold  the  American  houses;  and  tiie  following 
paragraphs  from  the  correspondent  of  the  Journal 
of  Commerce  confirm  it. 

Correspondence  of  th ? Journal  of  Commerce. 

Manchester,  May  23,  1837. 

Since  the  last  packet  sailed,  five  houses  in  the 
American  trade  at  Liverpool  have  failed,  and  another 
was  sustained  by  the  aid  of  strong  friends.  Many 
bills  will  consequently  go  back  unpaid,  to  aggravate 
your  troubles.  Last  week  was  one  of  great  des- 
pondency, no  demand  for  goods,  and  the  London 
prints  predicting  disastrous  events  approaching. 
coM^nshPStou^ 

which  you  will  also  find  in  the  Times  and  other 
journals.  We  may  conclude  from  such  cold  and 
cheerless  remarks  that  the  great  houses  can  look  for 
no  more  lenity  from  the  bank  after  this  month.  The 
London  Constitutional  of  yesterday  expects  that 
the  directors  have  determined  to  let  them  fall  after 
the  1st  of  June.  These  are  gratuitous  alarms:  no 
such  decision  has  been  come  to,  and  if  the  United 
States  bank  has  accepted  the  proposition  of  the 
bank  of  England  whereby  bills  may  be  obtained, 
not  much  if  any  aid  will  be  required  by  those 
houses  to  carry  them  on.  This  is  not  stated  un- 
advisedly. 

All  American  securities  now  stand  well  in  Lon- 
don. Our  five  per  cent,  state  loans  command  91 
per  cent.  U.  S.  bank  stock  £24  5s.  Bonds  94-j. 
A lively  fear  exists  that  these  may  be  multiplied 
until  the  exchange  shall  render  specie  shipments 
unprofitable,  and  even  bother  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer. 

Cotton  has  now  fallen  to  a point  which  attracts 
the  attention  of  speculators,  and  some  improvement 
in  value  is  manifest.  The  stock  in  Liverpool  is 
called  200,000  bales  excess  over  same  time  1836, 
while  the  deliveries  for  comsumption  are  39,600 
less.  The  state  of  trade  for  a long  time  to  come 
will  present  much  advance,  whatever  way  be 
thought  of  presen}  prices. 

Appointments  by  the  president.  Virgil 
Maxcy,  to  be  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
to  Belgium. 

Henry  D.  Gilpin,  to  be  solicitor  of  the  treasury. 

John  M.  Read,  of  Philadelphia,  to  be  attorney  of 
the  United  States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Jose  Maria  Castanos,  to  be  consul  of  the  U.  S. 
for  the  port  of  San  Bias,  Mexico. 

William  P.  Gilliam,  to  be  consul  of  the  United 
States  for  the  port  of  Monterey,  North  California, 
Mexico. 

Deposites  of  public  money.  From  the  Globe 
of  the  19 ill  inst.  We  insert  below  a copy  of  the  re- 
gulations respecting  the  deposites  of  public  money 
in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers  of  the  United 
States.  By  the  direction  ot  the  president,  copies  of 
those  regulations  were  duly  communicated  to  the 
other  departments. 
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Treasury  department,  May  26,  1837. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States: 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  recent  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  most  of  the  banks  in  which  the 
disbursing  officers  of  the  government  made  their 
deposites  of  public  money,  the  undersigned  has 
deemed  it  proper  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  attorney 
general  on  the  effect  of  that  measure  upon  those  de- 
posites, and  in  consequence  thereof  to  submit  the 
following  recommendations  to  the  president: 

1st.  That  all  those  officers  be  instructed  by  the 
several  departments  to  which  they  belong  to  make 
their  subsequent  deposites  in  those  banks  only 
which  pay  specie,  if  such  can  conveniently  be 
resorted  to  for  that  purpose. 

2d.  That  in  the  event  of  there  being  none  such, 
they  are  to  be  instructed  to  deposite  in  those  banks 
which  are  willing  to  give,  and  do  give,  such  writ- 
ten obligations  as  the  nearest  district  attorney  of  the 
United  States  may  deem  sufficient  and  safe  to  se- 
cure the  return  of  the  deposites  punctually  when 
wanted,  in  such  kind  of  money  as  was  placed  in 
said  banks;  and 

3d.  That  the  existing  deposites  of  those  offtcets,' 
wherever  not  now  in  such  banks,  and  not  soon  ex- 
pended, be  withdrawn,  and  placed  within  them  as 
far  as  practicable.  Respectfully  submitted. 

Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury . 

Approved:  M.  Van  Buren,  president. 

Mississippi  and  Texas.  Before  the  legislature  of 
Mississippi  adjourned,  they  received  a long  report 
from  the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  sundry  citizens  of  the  county  of 
Hinds,  requesting  the  legislature  to  memorialize 
congress  in  relation  to  the  expediency  of  receiving 
Texas  into  the  union.  The  report  concluded  with 
the  following  resolutions: 

‘‘Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  in  a national 
point  of  view  to  comply  with  the  desire  of  Texas, 
to  become  an  integral  portion  of  this  confederacy 
without  delay. 

“Resolved,  That  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  this 
republic  is  essential  to  the  future  safety  and  repose 
of  the  southern  states  of  this  confederacy. 

“Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  in- 
structed, and  our  representatives  be  requested,  to 
use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  as  early  as  practica- 
ble.” 

They  were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  H.  of  R. 

s’an!,to  — 

Mr.  Webster  has  been  received  in  the  most 
kind  and  enthusiastic  manner  in  the  west,  and  has 
freely  partaken  of  the  hospitalities  of  that  prosper- 
ous and  enterprising  region.  On  the  9th  instant, 
he  arrived  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  The  Republican 
says — Of  the  manner  of  his  reception  in  this  city, 
it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  speak.  The  dense  throng 
which  filled  our  wide  wharf — the  repeated  cheers 

which  arose  from  the  multitude  on  every  side the 

feeling  so  evident  in  almost  every  countenance 

were  exhibitions  of  respect  and  admiration  for  the 
talents  of  this  upright  statesman,  which  couid  not 
be  mistaken.  No  man,  whether  from  the  west  or 
the  east,  the  north  or  the  south,  has  ever  met  with 
so  warm  a reception  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi— without  parade  or  ostentation,  it  is  true 
but  honest,  heartfelt  and  disinterested. 

On  landing,  Mr.  Webster,  his  lady  and  daughter, 
were  conducted  to  carriages,  and  thence,  with  the 
committee,  and  an  immense  crowd  of  citizens,  they 
passed  up  Market  street  to  the  National  hotel.’  On 
reaching  his  hotel,  Mr.  Webster  made  a brief  ad- 
dress to  the  multitude  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit 
to  the  “Far  West,”  and  tendered  his  heartfelt  thanks 
for  the  gratifying  manner  in  which  he  had  been 
received.  And  afterwards  many  gentlemen  were 
introduced  to  him. 

The  north  eastern  boundary.  At  the  last 
session  of  congress,  an  appropriation  of  $20,000 
was  made,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  to 
pay  the  expense  of  a commission  to  run  the  bounda- 
ry line  from  the  Monument,  at  the  head  of  the 
Schoodic,  to  the  north  west  angle  of  Nova  Scotia 
the  British  commissioners  having  refused  to  <>-o 
due  north,  according  to  the  treaty,  any  further  than 
Mars’  Hill.  The  president  is  sworn  to  carry  the 
laws  into  effect.  Repeated  calls  have  been  made 
upon  him,  through  the  press,  to  know  why  he  has 
not  appointed  commissioners,  and  to  these  calls  no 
answer  is  made  in  the  Globe,  nor  is  the  appoint- 
ment of  any  commissioners  announced.  Meantime 
the  agent  appointed  by  Maine,  to  take  the  census 
of  Madawaska,  has  been  arrested  by  the  British 
authorities.  E.  S.  Greeley,  esq.  the  agent,  writes 
that  he  arrived  at  his  destination  on  the  23d  ultimo, 


and  proceeded  to  business.  On  the  29th,  he  was 
arrested  by  a constable  on  a warrant,  and  carried 
before  two  provincial  justices,  who  sent  him  to 
Wookstock,  to  be  committed  to  jail.  The  sheriff 
refused  to  incarcerate  him,  and  told  the  prisoner  he 
was  at  liberty  to  go  where  he  pleased.  Mr.  G. 
writes  that  his  pleasure  would  induce  him  to  return 
immediately  to  his  duty,  and  complete  taking  the 
census.  He  had  about  1,700  names  on  his  list 
when  arrested,  which  he  supposed  to  be  about  one- 
half  of  the  whole  number  of  inhabitants.  Whether 
he  will  be  again  interrupted  is  uncertain. 

The  Bangor  Republican,  says:  “Maine  has  done 
absolutely  nothing  upon  the  question,  with  all  the 
words,  dust  and  smoke  occasionally  excited,  since 
Lincoln’s  time;  and  nothing  ever  wilt  be  done  with- 
out adopting  a different  policy  from  that  pursued 
for  the  last  six  or  eight  years.  Maine  is  a sovereign 
state,  or  a weak  and  tame  dependency  of  some 
higher  power:  our  citizens  have  a defined  territory 
and  unalienable  righto,  or  their  territory  is  farmed 
out  to  them  by  a mighty  landlord,  and  their  rights 
and  privileges  circumscribed  by  the  will  of  a power 
greater  than  their  own.  How  are  these  things,  peo- 
ple of  Maine?”  [Ar.  Y.  Expreao. 

John  Randolph.  The  late  John  Randolph,  of 
Roanoke,  in  the  year  1813,  when  the  New  York 
banks  suspended  specie  payments,  had  a remit- 
tance of  some  thousand  dollars  made  him  from  Eng- 
land. The  sum  covered  the  whole  of  one  of  his 
tobacco  crops,  and  the  funds  w.ere  locked  up  in  the 
vaults  of  the  bank  of  America.  Mr.  Randolph  was 
at  the  time  in  the  prime  of  life,  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  unequalled  popularity.  He  repaired  to  N. 
York,  and  demanded  his  funds  in  specie.  It  can- 
not be  had  was  the  prompt  reply.  “It  mustbe  had,” 
was  the  laconic  response  of  Mr.  Randolph.  The 
bank  was  incorrigible  till  the  succeeding  day,  when 
the  columns  of  the  New  York  Columbian  announc- 
ed by  advertisement,  that  that  afternoon  at  2 
o’clock,  the  hon.  John  Randolph  of  Roanoke, 
would  address  the  people  on  the  subject  of  banks 
and  the  frauds  they  committed,  from  the  steps  of 
the  bank  of  America!  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
say,  that  before  the  hour  arrived  every  farthing  de- 
manded by  Mr.  Randolph  was  paid  over  in  specie. 

[Petersburg  Intelligencer. 


ITEMS  ABOUT  THE  CURRENCY,  SX.C. 

The  following  is  given  as  the  answer  returned  b} 
,7  out,,  +A  annlicat'o* 

made  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  an  ad 
vance  of  money: 

Rank  of  the  United  States,  May  — , 1837. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Sir:  Your  application  has  been  received.  Saj 
where — when — and  to  what  amount  and  it  shall  b< 
ready  for  you.  Respectfully,  yours,  & c. 

N.  Biddle,  president 
of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States. 


More  specie.  One  hundred  thousand  dollars  ar- 
rived from  the  commercial  agency  at  St.  Louis,  in 
the  steamboat  Naples,  this  morning,  for  the  Com- 
mercial bank  ol  this  city.  There  are  now  upwards 
of  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  silver  and  gold, 
in  the  vaults  of  this  institution.  [ Cincinnati  Whig.  ’ 

We  find  the  subjoined  communication  in  the  Phi- 
ladelphia American  Sentinel.  The  public  must 
carefully  scrutinize  the  variety  of  shin  plasters  with 
which  the  town  is  now  inundated: 

Small  notes.  Notes  of  the  following  description 
were  put  into  circulation  on  Saturday  last.  Who 
compose  the  company,  or  what  security  there  is  for 
their  redemption,  is,  so  far  as  the  writer  of  this  can 
learn,  unknown  to  the  public.  One  of  the  notes,  it 
will  be  observed,  is  not  lor  the  payment  of  soecie, 
or  even  of  bank  notes,  but  simply  entitles  R.  B. 
Fell  to  one  dollar  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  com- 


pany; whilst  the  other  acknowledges  that  J.  Smith 
has  deposited  twenty-five  cents  in  the  companj7,  and 
promises  payment,  ninety  days  after  date,  in  current 
bank  notes;  but  is  not  endorsed  by  J.  Smith,  nor  is 
it  made  payable  to  bearer.  It  is  due  to  the  public 
that  some  explanation  should  be  made  by  the  per- 
sons issuing  these  notes.  As  the  matter  stands 
now,  they  are  calculated  to  deceive  the  unwary. 
[copy.] 

Capital  $ 500,000,  secured  by  real  estate. 

No.  504. 

This  certifies  that  R D Fell  has  deposit- 
ed ONE  dollar  in  the  FRANKLIN  LOAN 
$1  COMPANY  of  Philadelphia,  for  which  he 
is  entitled  to  that  amount  in  the  .capital 
stock  thereof. 

Philadelphia,  June  8,  1827. 

Office  No.  18  North  Fifth  street. 

THOS.T.  SMILEY,  President. 

Jos.  R.  Eastburn,  Asst.  Cashier. 

Endorsed  R.  D.  Fell. 


A 

No.  132.  25  cents.  H 

Capital  $500,000,  security  real  estate.  % 

This  certifies  that  J.  Smith  has  deposited 
Twenty-five  Cents  in  the  FRANKLIN  LOAN*? 
COMPANY  of  Philadelphia,  which  will  be  paid  S 
90  days  after  dale,  in  current  bank  notes  of  the  S 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia.  o 

Philadelphia,  June  9th,  1837.  g 

Office  No.  18  North1  Fifth  street.  3" 

THOS.  T.  SMILEY,  President. ' 

Jos.  R.  Eastburn,  Asst.  Cashier. 

Messrs.  Yeatman,  Woods  & Co.  have  commenc- 
ed issuing  change  bills,  in  sums  of  one,  two  and 
three  dollars,  redeemable  on  presentation  at  their 
counter,  when  the  sum  of  five  dollars  is  presented, 
in  Tennessee  bank  notes. 

The  Cocheco  manufactory  (says  the  Dover  En- 
quirer) have  stopped  another  mill,  arid  thus  are 
200  more  workmen  thrown  destitute  on  the  com- 
munity. The  Great  Falls  and  New  Market  com- 
panies, are  also  stopping  their  mills  and  discharg- 
ing their  hands. 

The  Montreal  Courier  of  Friday,  Ma}7  26th,  says: 
“A  private  letter  from  New  York,  which  was 
placed  in  our  hands  yesterday,  states  that  such  is  at 
present  the  stagnation  of  business  there,  that  an 
English  vessel  which  arrived  on  Friday  last,  laden 
with  dry  goods,  and  consigned  to  several  merchants 
of  the  city,  set  sail  on  her  return  the  following  day, 
without  opening  her  hatches.” 

Specimens  of  the  “ currency ” of  the  city  of  New 
York.  Some  of  the  notes  are  embellished  with 
pictures  of  hogs,  portraits  of  individuals,  &c. 

The  bearer  will  be  entitled  to 
FIFTY  CENTS  VALUE  IN  REFRESHMENTS, 
at  the  auction  hotel, 

123  and  125  Water  street. 

New  York,  May,  1S37.  Charles  Redabock. 

TONTINE  COFFEE  HOUSE. 
good  for 

TWENTY-FIVE  CENTS, 

IN  REFRESHMENTS, 

Caldwell  & Kenyon . 

Good  to  the  bearer  for 
TWELVE  AND  A HALF  CENTS, 

at  the  merchant’s  coffee  house, 

122,  Water  street.  Henry  Elder. 

GOOD  FOR  FIFTY  CENTS. 

NEW  YORK FIFTY  CENTS. 

Payable  in  bankable  bills  or  refreshments 

DOWNING’S  REFECTORY,  No.  5,  Broad  st. 

Thomas  Downing. 

INDEPENDENCE  COFFEE  HOUSE. 

289,  Broadway. 

GOOD  FOR  6£  CENTS. 

GOOD  FOR  $1  00. 

F.  Blanchard. 

BANK  COFFEE  HOUSE. 

No. No.  39  Pine  street. — 183. 

GOOD  FOR  6;I  CENTS. 

In  Refreshments. 

Earle  & Fossett. 

GOOD  AT  NICKERSON’S. 

No.  25  Pine  street. 

FOR  m CENTS. 

J.  H.  Nickersons. 

GOOD  FOR  12^  CENTS. 

At  Horn’s  Custom  House  Hotel. 

J.  Horn,  Jurj. 

I promise  on  demand  to  pay  the  bearer 

FOUR  SHILLINGS, 

Endorsed  by  H.  Atkins.  Alex.  Welsh. 

FIFTH  WARD  HOTEL. 

GOOD  FOR  TWENTY-FIVE  CENTS. 

25  cents.  Thomas  Riley. 

ASTOR  HOUSE. 

TWENTY-FIVE  CENTS. 

S.  & F.  Boyden. 

Illinois.  A meeting  of  merchants  and  others  was 
held  at  Alton,  Illinois,  on  the  27th  ult.  which  una- 
nimously expressed  an  opinion  that  the  bank  of  IllilJ 
nois  should  immediately  suspend  specie  payments. 

The  exploring  expedition.  We  perceive, 
with  regret,  in  the  public  papers,  that  want  of  har- 
mony between  the  commander  and  some  of  the  of- 
ficers attached  to  this  expedition  already  begins  to 
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manifest  itself;  it  arises  principally,  wc  believe, 
not  altogether,  from  a (Inference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  sailing  qualities  of  some  of  the  smaller  vessels 
of  the  squadron.  The  experimental  cruise  was 
made  with  a view  of  testing  the  fitness  of  these 
vessels  for  the  purposes  intended,  and  resulted  to 
the  satisfaction  of  commodore  Jones.  Lieut.  Tatt- 
nall, not  being  convinced  of  the  error  of  his  opinion, 
formed  while  making  the  voyage  to  Vera  Cruz, 
with  gen.  Santa  Ana,  has  been  relieved,  at  his  own 
request,  from  the  command  of  the  barque  Pioneer. 

As  nothing  will  tend  more  to  the  promotion  of 
the  objects  in  view  than  harmony  among  all  grades, 
so  nothing  would  sooner  defeat  those  objects  than 
discord;  and  it  is  heller  that  all  diiferences  should 
be  arranged  prior  to  the  sailing  of  the  expedition, 
than  be  deferred  until  too  late  to  make  any  change. 

It  is  understood  that  the  two  barques  will  be 
' taken  into  dock  for  further  examination;  and  also 
that  a board  of  naval  otficors  will  be  convened  to 
make  a survey  o:i  all  the  vessels,  and  report  its 
opinion  of  their  suitableness  for  the  contemplated 
objects.  \_Armj  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

We  understand  I hat  the  board  ofnavy  officers,  re- 
ferred to  in  our  last  paper  as  having  been  appointed 
in  relation  to  the  exploring  expedition,  consists  of 
commodores  Chauncev,  Morris,  Warrington,  Pat- 
terson and  Wadsworth.  One  of  the  subjects  of  in- 
quiry which  we  understand  to  be  referred  to  this 
very  able  board  is,  whether  the  force  assigned  for 
the  expedition  by  the  late  executive  can  be  reduced 
consistently  with  the  objects  of  the  expedition. 

As  connected  with  this  subject,  we  mention  hav- 
ing observed  marching  through  the  city,  on  Tues- 
day last,  for  parade  and  exercise,  a fine  body  of  ma- 
rines, under  iieut.  col.  Broom,  the  whole  destined 
for  immediate  foreign  service — the  exploring  expe- 
dition and  the  Pacific  station.  A part  of  them  go 
down  to  Norfolk  to-day,  in  the  steamer  Columbia, 
to  be  in  readiness  for  the  sailing  of  the  exploring 
squadron.  It  is  due  to  them  and  to  their  excellent 
drill  officer,  the  exemplary  and  respectable  sergeant 
major  of  the  marine  corps,  to  say  that,  although  they 
consisted  almost  entirely  of  new  recruits,  we  have 
never  seen  a finer  looking  body  of  regular  troops, 
or  one  whose  disciplined  movements,  carriage  and 
appearance  did  more  credit  to  their  training. 

[2Va£.  Int. 

French  exploring  expedition-.  Our  readers 
will  recollect  Tint  we  gave  two  or  three  weeks 
since,  some  account  of  two  expeditions  fitted  out, 
one  from  Brest,  and  the  other  from  Toulon,  to  pro- 
secute voyages  round  the  world,  in  opposite  direc- 
tions. Those  vessels,  the  frigates  Venus  and  Ar- 
temis;,  had  already  sailed,  and,  with  the  Bonile, 
which  departed  from  Toulon  about  a year  since,  on 
a similar  enterprise,  constitute  three  distinct  ex- 
ploring squadrons,  already  afloat  fo'r  the  prosecution 
of  science,  and  the  protection  of  commerce  in  dis- 
tant seas.  We  now  have  to  add  that,  by  the  Journal 
des  Debats  of  the  18th  of  March,  we  perceive 
a fourth  expedition,  intended  to  effect  something 
more  than  a mere  circumnavigation  of  the  globe,  is 
announced  as  preparing  to  depart  in  September 
next,  on  a three  years’  voyage  of  pure  exploration. 
This  is  to  consist  of  the  corvette  Astrolabe,  com- 
manded by  captain  Dumont  Durville,  under  whose 
directions  the  preparations  are  to  be  made,  and  of 
the  tender,  Zclee,  captain  Jacquinot,  which  goes 
out  in  the  capacity  of  a store  ship.  Durville  will, 
it  is  asserted,  push  his  researches  beyond  all  the 
bounds  of  former  explorations,  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  known  world,  and  seek  a Pacific  sea,  and  coasts 
of  unknown  lands,  beyond  the  icy  girdle  in  the 
southern  hemisphere,  tin  arriving  at  this  girdle,  the 
consort  vessel  will  l-iav“  her  principal,  to  return  with 
documents  and  collections  to  France,  and  the  Astro- 
labe, with  her  intrepid  commander,  will  prosecute 
her  daring  enterprise. 

The  Debits  justly  comnliments  the  minister  nf 
marine  on  his  liberal  conduct  in  these  matters,  tend- 
ing so  directly  to  enrich  the  domain  of  science;  to 
make  known  the  national  flag  on  distant  shorps;  to 
employ  the  naval  resources  on  useful  enterprises, 
and  to  Pxten  l the  blessings  of  civilization,  while  it 
calls  forth  the  energies  of  officers  and  seamen, 
which  might  otherwise  languish  in  idleness  at  home. 
“The  navy,”  it  remarks,  “is  destined  to  be  eminent- 
ly instrumental  in  the  humane  improvements  of 
the  age.”  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  slrong  re- 
presentations and  effective  arguments  in  congress 
and  elsewhere,  which  resulted  in  the  determina- 
tion of  our  government  to  enter  on  this  same 
honorable  career,  may  have  stimulated  that  of  our 
ancient  ally  to  redoubled  vigor.  However  this 
may  be,  we  feet  no  apprehension  that  the  sons  of 
those  sires  who  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  on  the 
redoubts  of  Yorktown,  amidst  the  storms  and  tem- 
pests of  battle,  will  not,  with  equal  cordiality,  greet 


and  commend  each  other’s  daring  in  those  o. 
less  conquests  which  they  severally  seen  along  th 
barriers  of  ice  and  amid  the  storms  of  antarctic 
seas.  The  ardor  manifested  by  many  of  our  of 
ficers,  seamen  and  others,  to  participate  in  the  firs 
American  expedition,  is  a pledge  that  no  idea  o 
being  “second  best”  in  this  honorable  rivalry  ha 
entered  into  their  calculations.  Liberal  hands  and 
generous  hearts  have  thus  far  awarded  the  means, 
and  we  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that,  if  the  same 
liberal  feeling  extend  throng'll  all  the  arragements, 
the  nation  will  find  ample  cause  to  congratulate 
itself  on  the  result,  whatever  competitors  may  be 
found  on  the  field  of  exploration. 

[ Pennsylvanian . 

Naw  yard  on  the  southern  Atlantic 
coast.  From  the  Augusta  Ga.  Chronicle.  The  com- 
missioners who  were  appointed  sometime  last  fall 
to  examine  the  several  harbors  on  the  southern  At- 
lantic coast,  with  a view  lo  the  establishment  of  a 
navy  yard  by  the  general  government,  have  decided, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  extract,  which  is 
h - conclusion  of  their  report,  in  favor  of  Bruns- 
wick, Geo. 

the  comparison. 

The  undersigned,  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of 
the  senate,  have  arrived  at  the  point  where  they  are 
directed  lo  report  on  “the  comparative  advantages 
and  facilities  of  ports  south  to  the  Chesapeake,  fur 
the  establishment  of  a navy  yard.”  Depth  of  water 
and  easy  access  are  objects  of  the  first  consideration, 
they  are  of  opinion  that  the  ports  of  Charleston, 
Darien  and  St.  Mary’s,  being  deficient  in  depth  of 
water  to  permit  the  entrance  of  a larger  ship  than  a 
sloop  of  war,  are  unfit  to  compete  with  the  frigate 
harbors  of  Beaufort,  Savannah  and  Brunswick. 

The  preference  is  nan  owed  down  to  one  of  these; 
and  having  duly  weighed  their  relative  pretensions, 
we  have  no  hesitation  in  preferring  Brunswick. 
Beaufort  must  yield  to  her  in  the  essential  points  of 
depth  of  water,  easy  access  and  capability  ofdefence. 
Savannah  must  give  way,  for  her  easier  access  and 
greater  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  cannot  be  carried 
up  to  the  river  to  a site  safe  from  the  sea  and  an 
enemy,  and  applicable  to  the  establishment  of  a 
navy  yard. 

If  a frigate  could  but  reach  Cockspur  island,  the 
opinion  expressed  in  favor  of  Brunswick  might  be 
recalled.  Brunswick  Js  the  most  southern  frigate 

harbor  on  the  Atlanfi-  — ” , 
great  outlet  of  the  commerce  of  the  West  Indies  and 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  her  position  in  a state  of  maritime 
warfare  would  be  invaluable,  since  the  navigating 
interest  of  an  enemy  must  pass  by  her  door.  All 
which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  T.  Woolsey, 
Alexr.  Claxton, 

E.  R.  Shubrick. 

December  20,  1836. 

Imprisonment  for  debt.  The  law  passed  by 
the  legislature  of  Connecticut  at  its  last  session  in 
regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  provides  that  no 
person  shall  be  imprisoned  or  arrested  for  debts  not 
exceeding  $5;  nor  for  debts  ot  any  amount,  unless 
it  is  first  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  judge  in 
which  the  suit  is  brought,  that  the  defendant  is 
about  to  put  his  property  or  any  of  it  out  ot  his 
hands,  or  out  of  the  way,  or  has  already  done  so, 
for  the  purpose  of  defrauding  his  creditors;  or  has 
contracted  the  debt  fraudulently;  or  is  about  to  re- 
move out  of  the  state.  If  the  judge  is  satisfied  that 
either  of  these  things  is  true,  he  may  order  a com- 
mitment. But  even’ then  it  can  he  avoided,  1st,  by 
paying  the  debt  and  costs.  Or,  2d,  by  giving  secu- 
rity to  the  satisfaction  of  the  judge  that  it  shall  be 
paid  within  60  days,  including  costs.  Or,  3d,  by 
giving  a bond  to  the  plaintiff,  with  surety,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  judge,  that  he  wiil  not  remove 
any  of  his  property  out  of  the  state,  or  sol!  or  assiyn 
any  of  it.  with  intent  to  defraud,  until  the  debt  be 
satisfied,  or  until  60  days  after  final  judgment.  The 
actgoes  into  effect  on  the  4th  of  July;  but  none  are 
entitled  to  its  benefils  who  have  not,  or  shall  have 
not,  resided  in  the  state  for  three  months  next  pre- 
ceding the  commencement  of  suit.  [ four,  of  Com. 

The  first  presidential  dinner.  In  that 
most  excellent  little  work  “three  experiments 
of  living,”  the  author  has  embodied  an  extract  ol 
a letter  from  judge  Wingate,  giving  an  account  ol 
the  first  presidential  dinner.  This,  it  will  bo  re- 
membered, was  in  1789,  not  quite  half  a century 
bygone.  It  is  worth  while  to  compare  the  fashion 
of  that  day  with  the  fashions  now  prevalent,  at  a 
democratic  presidential  dinner. 

“I  was  a member  of  congress  when  president 
Washington  was  inaugurated  in  his  office,  and  at 
the  first  public  dinner  he  gave.  The  president,  the 
vice  president,  the  foreign  ministers,  the  heads  of 


department  ol' government,  the  speaker  of  the  house 
ol  representatives,  and  the  senators  from  New 
Hampshire,  and  the  senators  from  Georgia — being 
the  two  states  from  the  northern  and  southern  ex- 
tremities of  the  union — made  the  company  at  the 
table.  It  was  the  least  showy  dinner  that  1 ever 
saw  at  the  president’s  table,  and  the  company  was 
not  large.  The  president  made  his  whole  dinner 
on  a boiled  leg  ol  mutton.  It  was  his  usual  practice 
to  eat  of  but  one  dish.  As  there  was  no  chaplain 
present,  the  president  himself  said  a very  short  grace 
as  he  was  sitting  down.  After  the  dinner  and  de- 
sert were  finished,  one  glass  of  wine  was  passed 
round  the  table,  and  no  toast.  The  president  arose, 
and  all  the  company,  of  course,  and  retired  to  the 
drawing  room,  from  which  the  guests  departed,  as 
every  one  chose,  without  ceremony.” 


An  Honorable  testimonial.  In  tho  Paria 
Journal  des  Denrees  of  April  27th,  was  inserted  a 
letter  from  Havre  dated  the  25th,  one  paragraph  of 
which  contained  a most  unjust  and  infamous  reflec- 
tion 'fl jion  the  mercantile  character  of  America. — 
The  following  is  a translation  of  the  paragraph  re- 
ferred to,  as  we  find  it  quoted  (with  condemnation) 
in  the  Covrrier  des  Etals  Ur.is  of  this  morning. 

“The  advices  from  the  United  States  are  abso- 
lutely frightful.  The  panic  had  become  general, 
and  the  worst  of  it  is,  that  besides  the  houses  which 
have  actually  become  insolvent,  there  are  many 
others  which  will  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
to  cheat  their  creditors  in  Europe.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  Americans  are  clever  at  this  kind 
of  speculation,  and  that  there  are  numbers  of  rich 
men  in  that  country  whose  fortunes  have  been 
made  in  no  other  way.” 

The  merchants  of  Havre  have  come  forward 
promptly  and  generously  to  repel  this  base  asper- 
sion. They  published  an  indignant  denial  in  the 
Journal  du  Havre , directing  attention  to  the  ener- 
getic measures  taken  by  the  American  merchants  to 
discharge  their  obligations  in  Europe,  and  declar- 
ing emphatically  that  the  charge  is  “calumnious 
and  infamous.” 

The  publication  in  the  Journal  du  Havre  is  sign- 
ed by  the  following  merchants  and  mercantile 
firms  of  that  city: 

Maridrot  & Co.  Delaunay,  Burgy  & Co. 

F.  Courant  & Co.  Lemasson  & Co. 

Pitray,  Viel  & Co.  A.  Guerard, 

DuRoveray  & Co.  Herbert  k.  Bolvin, 

Millon,  ' F.  D.  F.  D.  Westphalen, 

Monod  Brothers,  F.  Perquer, 

Belloc  & Perret,  Wanner,  Langer  &.  Co. 

Balguerie  & Co.  Lefevrc-,  sen. 

Leleu  & Bodart,  Dupasseur  & Co. 

F.  Fcerster,  E.  Eeydellet, 

Jules  Mathey,  Bonatte,  Boisgerard  & Co. 

Jules  Holland,  R.  Delaunay, 

J.  B.  Chevallier,  Berard  &.  Durand. 

[AT.  Y.  American. 


Prescriptive  rights.  From  Ihe  Charleston 
Courier,  June  9.  Ancient  lights.  In  compliance 
with  a request  to  that  effect,  we  give  below  a brief 
statement  of  a case  recently  tried  before  judge 
O’Neal,  in  this  city,  touching  one’s  right  to  the  en- 
joyment of  ancient  lights,  opening  on  1; is  neighbor’s 
land.  We  believe  the  present  case  to  be  the  first  of 
the  kind  decided  in  our  courts  oh  the  subject,  and 
it  is  of  especial  importance,  as  the  ancient  law 
which  controlled  its  decision  lias  been  pretty  gene- 
rally regarded  as  obsolete  in  this  community. 

Jane  McCrady,  ) 

vs.  ’ > Charleston,  May  term,  1837. 

Jas.  Thompson.  } 

This  was  an  action  on  the  case  for  obstructing 
the  air  and  light  of  the  plaintitf’s  windows.  The 
declaration  contained  counts  for  obstructing  the 
plnintifi’s  -,v i niio v- . and  also  for  obstructing  the 
sweep  of  the  plaintiff’s  w indow-shutters,  so  that 
they  could  not  be  opened.  It  was  proved  that  the 
plaintiffs  house  had  stood  where  it  now  doe9,  on 
the  east  side  of  East  Bay  street,  for  fifty-five  or 
fifty-six  years;  and  that,  during  all  that  time,  it  had 
on 'the  side  next  to  the  lot  owned  by  defendant, 
three  windows,  with  shutters;  that  the  space  left 
between  the  plaintiff’s  house  and  (hat  which  for- 
merly slood  on  the  defendant's  lot  was  4 or  5^  feet. 
TMe 'defendant,  in  1832,  erected  on  his  lot  a build- 
ing, as  a blacksmith’s  shop,  so  near  the  plaintiff’s 
house  as  to  prevent  the  opening  of  her  windows, 
and  barely  leave  space  for  the  eaves  ol  her  house, 
which  overhang  his  land.  The  defendant  was  re- 
quested by  the  plaintiff’s  son  to  leave  room  enough 
to  open  her  windows,  and  if  this  were  done,  it  was 
all' which  would  be  required.  This  proposition 
was  declined.  The  defendant  has  since  changed 
the  building,  originally  put  up  as  a blacksmith’s 
shop,  into  a dwelling  house.  The  interval  between 
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the  plaintiff's  and  defendant’3  houses  is  now  from 
4 to  8 inches.  The  defendant  lias  also  put  up  an 
upright  board,  closing  up  the  interval  between  the 
two  houses  on  the  street. 

A motion  was  made  for  a non-suit,  on  the  ground, 
1st.  That  the  count  for  obstructing  ancient  lights 
was  not  supported  by  the  testimony.  2d.  That  the 
counts  for  obstructing  the  window-shutters  of  the 
plaintiff  set  forth  no  legal  cause  of  action.  The 
motion  was  overruled. 

The  case  was  argued  to  the  jury  by  C.  G.  Mem- 
minger,  esq.  for  the  plaintiff,  and  by  R.  Yeadon,  jr. 
for  the  defendant. 

Judge  O’Neal  charged  the  jury,  that  the  proof 
was  sufficient  to  sustain  the  counts  for  obstructing 
ancient  lights;  and  that  the  counts  for  obstructing 
the  plaintiff’s  window-shutters  need  not  be  refer- 
red to,  as,  if  available  at  all,  it  wmuld  be  as  a mere 
variation  of  the  counts  for  obstructing  ancient  lights. 
He  further  instructed  the  jury  that  where  one  pos- 
sessed a house  having  windows  unobstructed  in 
light  or  air  for  twenty  years,  this  constituted  a pre- 
scriptive right,  which  could  not  be  interrupted  in 
the  enjoyment,  so  as  to  deprive  the  owner  of  the 
light  and  air  to  which  she  was  accustomed;  and  that 
any  obstruction  of  the  light  previously  enjoyed  by 
the  plaintiff  would  entitle  her  to  maintain  the  ac- 
tion. 

The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff  $13  damages 
with  costs  of  suit. 

The  result  of  this  verdict,  if  sustained  by  the 
court  of  appeals,  (to  which  tribunal  the  case  is  to 
be  carried)  will  be  that  the  defendant  will  have  to 
allow  the  plaintiff  the  space  claimed  by  her,  or  be 
liable  to  successive  suits,  until  he  yields  to  the 
law. 

Evanescence  of  property-  It  is  well  for 
both  rich  and  poor  to  be  often  reminded  of  the  ex- 
treme changeableness  of  the  condition  in  this  coun- 
try. Judge  Story  remarked,  with  great  justice,  as 
well  as  force,  in  his  speech  in  the  Massachusetts 
convention:  In  our  country,  the  highest  man  is  not 
above  the  people;  the  humblest  man  is  not  below 
the  people.  If  the  rich  may  be  said  to  have  addi- 
tional protection,  they  have  not  additional  power. 
Nor  does  wealth  here  form  a permanent  distinction 
of  families.  Those  who  are  wealthy  to-day  pass 
to  the  tomb,  and  their  children  divide  their  estates. 
Property  thus  is  divided  quite  as  fast  as  it  accumu- 
lated 

descents  and  distributions — the  only  true  and  legiti- 
mate agrarian  law.  It  silently  and  quietly  dis- 
solves the  mass  heaped  up  by  the  toil  and  diligence 
of  a long  life  of  enterprise  and  industry.  Property 
is  continually  changing,  like  waves  of  "the  sea.  One 
wave  rises,  and  is  soon  swallowed  up  in  the  vast 
abyss,  and  seen  no  more.  Another  rises,  and,  hav- 
ing reached  its  destined  limits,  falls  gently  away, 
and  is  succeeded  by  yet  another;  which,  in  its  turn, 
breaks  and  dies  away  silently  on  the  shore.  The 
richest  man  amongst  us  may  be  brought  down  to 
the  humblest  level;  and  the  child  with  scared}' 
clothes  to  cover  his  nakedness,  may  rise  to  the 
highest  office  in  our  government.  And  the  poor 
man,  while  he  rocks  his  infant  on  his  knees,  may 
justly  indulge  the  consolation  that,  if  he  possess 
talents  and  virtue,  there  is  no  office  beyond  the 
reach  of  his  honorable  ambition.  It  is  a mistaken 
theory  that  government  is  founded  for  one  object 
only.  It  is  organized  for  the  protection  of  life, 
liberty  and  property,  and  all  the  comforts  of  society 
— to  enable  us  to  indulge  in  our  domestic  affections, 
and  quietly  to  enjoy  our  homes  and  our  firesides. 

[ Salem  Gazelle. 


THE  MANDAMUS— CASE  OF  THE  POST- 
MASTER GENERAL. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  Monday  last. 

Circuit  court,  Saturday,' June  17,  JS37. 

Tun  MANDAMUS.  At  the  opening  of  the  court 
this  morning,  Mr.  Key  rose  and  stated  that  he  had 
received  the  following  letter  from  the  postmaster 
general,  which  he  would  beg  leave  to  read: 

Post  office  department,  June  17,  1837. 

Sir:  You  were  kind  enough,  at  my  request,  to 
induce  the  circuit  court  for  this  District  to  suspend 
proceedings  for  a few  days  in  the  case  of  their 
mandamus  against  me  as  postmaster  general,  to 
give  time  to  prepare  my  reasons  for  declining  to 
comply  with  their  command. 

Every  day’s  inquiry  and  consideration  magnifies 
the  importance  of  the  principles  involved  in  this 
proceeding,  and  tends  to  the  conclusion  that  it  ne- 
cessarily brings  into  discussion  the  constitutional 
and  legal  powers  of  two  separate  and  independent 
departments  of  the  government. 

As  the  question  interests  every  executive  officer 
residing  within  the  District,  as  well  as  myself,  and 
affects  the  character  of  the  entire  executive  de- 


partment, I have  not  deemed  it  right  to  suffer  my- 
self to  be  governed  altogether  by  my  own  impulses 
or  opinions,  and  have  taken  the  advice,  as  well  of 
my  official  superior,  as  of  the  constitutional  law 
officer  of  the  government,  in  relation  to  my  duty  to 
appear  before  the  circuit  court.  It  is  their  opinion 
that  an  appearance,  with  the  avowed  and  sole  ob- 
ject of  contesting  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  com- 
promits  no  principle  involved  in  the  eontrovesy, 
and  is  a proper  mode  of  resistance  to  the  claims  of 
pow'er  set  up  in  this  case. 

You  are,  therefore,  requested  and  instructed  to 
appear  in  the  circuit  court  in  my  behalf,  as  post- 
master general,  distinctly  announcing  to  the  court 
that  you  do  so  only  for  the  purpose  of  contesting 
their  jurisdiction;  and  that  you  are  expressly  in- 
structed not  to  plead  to,  argue  or  notice,  as  counsel, 
any  point  or  fact  in  the  case  which  does  not  affect 
that  question. 

You  are  aware  that  incessant  devotion  to  the 
subject,  dining  the  time  allowed,  has  not  enabled 
me  to  prepare  the  materials  necessary  to  exhibit 
the  grounds  on  which  I disclaim  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court  over  the  postmaster  general,  or  any  other 
executive  officer,  acting  in  his  official  capacity.  It 
cannot  be  the  wish  of  the  court  to  precipitate  their 
action  in  any  case,  and,  least  of  all,  in  one  of  high 
constitutional  law,  affecting  their  own  rights  and 
powers  as  well  as  those  of  another  department  of 
the  government;  and  I leave  it  with  you  to  suggest 
such  further  delay  as  may  seem  to  you,  with  your 
present  knowledge  of  the  matter,  to  be  necessary 
to  complete  the  preparation  of  the  case.  With 
high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL,  postmaster  general. 

F.  S.  Key,  esq.  U.  S.  district  attorney. 

After  this  letter  was  read,  the  district  attorney 
stated  that  he  had  an  interview  with  the  attorney 
general  and  the  postmaster  general  on  this  subject 
this  morning;  that  he  would  appear  in  the  case, 
pursuant  to  the  letter  of  authority  from  the  postmas- 
ter general;  that  he  deemed  the  case  of  deep  import- 
ance, and  hoped  that  its  further  consideration  would 
be  postponed  until  Saturday  next;  that  he  desired 
no  unnecessary  delay,  and  was  certain  that  the 
court  would  be  disposed  to  act  in  the  matter  with 
deliberation,  and  a desire  to  grant  every  reasonable 
request  tending  to  proper  investigation. 

Mr.  R.  S.  Coxe  stated  that  he  hoped  the  answer 
of  the  postmaster  general  would  be  filed  by  Saturday 
next,  in  nrdpr  to  dip  the  attorneys  of  the  relators 
time  to  answer  it.  J 

Mr.  Key  said  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  do  so. 

To  whieh  arrangements  the  court  acceded. 

MR.  STEVENSON. 

From  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  June  20. 

The  whig  press  has  changed  its  tone  completely 
about  this  gentleman.  It  is  now  pouring  out  the 
phials  of  wrath  upon  his  head;  and  abusing  him 
without  rhyme  or  reason.  The  whole  pack  has 
opened  upon  him.  Nothing  is  too  harsh  and  too 
coarse,  too  illiberal  towards  him,  too  discreditable  to- 
wards themselves,  which  they  are  not  pouring  forth 
— from  the  National  Gazette  and  New  York  Ameri- 
can down  to  the  Annapolis  Republican.  How  is 
this?  What  key  is  it  that  unlocks  the  mystery? 

When  the  Globe  published  its  strictures  of  the 
22d  March  on  iiis  letter  to  a friend  in  London,  the 
whig  press  throughout  the  country  immediately 
affected  to  take  his  part.  They  sounded  his  praises. 
They  doubtless  hoped,  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the 
article  in  the  Globe,  there  might  be  some  ground 
for  the  opinion,  that  Mr.  S’s  sentiments  in  regard  to 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  bad  undergone  some 
revolution.  It  would  no  doubt,  also  have  exceed- 
ingly gratified  the  opposition  press,  if  they  could 
have  excited  some  collision  among  the  conductors 
of  the  administration  press,  in  regard  to  his  course. 
The  whig  presses  live  upon  excitement.  Their 
party  hopes  to  succeed  by  our  divisions.  But  it 
turns  out,  that  in  both  these  calculations  they  have 
been  wretchedly  disappointed.  They  had  no  cause 
to  exult  in  our  divisions;  and  still  less  can  they 
promise  themselves  any  benefit  from  Mr.  S’s  opi- 
nions, touching  the  bank,  as  his  late  communica- 
tion to  the  Globe,  and  as  the  letter  of  Mr.  Rush, 
which  we  now  lay  before  our  readers,  clearly  demon- 
strate. Baffled  then  in  their  views  and  hopes  on 
this  point;  cut  off' from  every  advantage  which  they 
promised  themselves  from  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Ste- 
venson, they  now  wreak  their  vengeance  almost 
exclusively  upon  him.  They  hurl  the  whole  force 
of  their  battery  upon  him,  sparing  only  occasionally 
a malignant  thrust  under  the  fifth  rib  for  Mr.  Rush 
himself,  whom  one  of  that  decent  press  (the  New 
York  Courier)  is  pleased  to  term  a miserable  lick- 
spittle, because  he  too  will  not  bow  the  knee  at  the 
footstool  of  their  idol  bank.  And  what  is  the  al- 
leged ground  of  this  vituperation  of  Mr.  S.?  Why, 
forsooth,  because  in  a late  explanatory  letter,  writ- 


ten solely  for  the  purpose  of  disavowing  the  impu- 
tations of  the  Globe,  he  did  not  choose  to  enter  into 
a personal  controversy  with  the  editors  of  that  jour- 
nal. But  if  Mr.  Stevenson  felt  unwilling,  or  thought 
it  improper  to  give  vent  to  his  private  feelings, 
while  he  was  addressing  a communication  to  the 
editors  of  a journal,  in  whose  columns  he  considered 
himself  to  have  been  treated  with  great  injustice, 
does  it  by  any  means  follow,  that  any  such  forbear- 
ance on  his  part  is  to  be  attributed  to  that  servile  or 
cringing  disposition,  which  those  who  were  so  re- 
cently sounding  his  praises,  are  now7  so  ready  to 
ascribe  to  him?  All  wjio  are  well  acquainted  with 
Mr.  S.  must  know  the  ardent  temperament  of  his 
nature.  They  must  be  satisfied,  that  the  suppres- 
sion of  any  expression  of  his  private  feelings,  in  a 
communication  which  was  merely  intended  to  set 
his  countrymen  right  on  a matter  in  which  he  was 
misrepresented,  could  have  proceeded  solely  from  a 
sense  of  propriety — from  w hat  he  was  advised  to  be 
due  to  a calm  anil  dignified  course  on  sncli  an  oc- 
casion. Those  who  were  the  witnesses  of  the  pas- 
sing scene,  and  who  shared  in  his  inmost  thoughts, 
give  him  credit  rather  than  censure,  for  a course 
which  was  the  result  rather  of  self-command,  than 
of  any  tameness  of  spirit,  or  insensibility  to  injury. 
Never  was  man  more  grossly  misrepresented  than 
Mr.  Stevenson  has  been  upon  this  occasion.  The 
letter  of  Mr.  Rush  shows,  how  completely  his  let- 
ter to  his  friend  in  London  has  been  perverted. 
“To  those  (says  Mr.  R.)  who  have  been  in  con- 
stant intercourse  with  him  as  I have,  witnessing 
his  uniform  delence  of  the  institutions,  mea- 
sures, and  public  men  of  our  country,  and  his 
preferences  shown  for  the  cause  of  popular  rights, 
even  in  this  country,  when  they  might  properly 
be  shown,  the  supposition  of  his  wanting  any 
of  these  sympathies,  above  all  of  his  uniting  him- 
self with  the  cause  of  the  bank,  sounds  strangely. 
He  dispenses  a liberal  and  kind  hospitality  to  his 
countrymen,  and  is  ready  and  zealous  to  render 
them  useful  service  in  all  ways  that  maybe  proper, 
without  distinction  of  party;  thus,  as  far  as  1 may 
presume  to  speak,  acting  up  to  his  elevated  situa- 
tion in  the  best  rnanner  in  all  these  things.  But 
he  never  disguises  his  own  party  opinions  or  at- 
tachments, which  are  as  decided  as  they  have  al- 
ways been  publicly  known  to  be,  and  which  be 
identifies  with  the  interests  of  the  nation,  as  fully  as 
he  ever  did.  As  to  the  anonymous  paragraph  pub- 
lished below  bis  letter,  in  which  my  name  is  intro- 
auceu  111  connection  wun  opinions  Imputed  to  him 
on  the  subject  of  the  bank,  there  is  no  just  founda- 
tion for  it,  as  I understand  he  has  stated  to  you.  I 
am  in  the  most  friendly  relations  with  him  here,  and 
pained  at  commendation  at  his  expense,  w'hich,  on 
this  ground  alone,  I should  be  bound  to  reject,  be- 
sides being  impelled  to  it  by  that  of  strict  justice  to 
him.”  And  now  the  whigs  are  perverting  his  late 
explanatory  letter  into  something  that  is  extrava- 
gantly supple  and  degrading.  They  misrepresent 
entirely  tile  spirit,  in  which  the  letter  was  written— 
and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  from  the  letters  of 
Mr.  S.  which  we  have  seen,  that  if  be  had  been  sa- 
tisfied for  one  moment,  that  the  president  of  the  U. 
Slates  had  been  concerned,  in  the  strictures  of  the 
Globe  of  the  22d  March,  Mr.  S.  would  at  once  have 
thrown  up  his  co, emission  in  disgust.  This  would 
iiave  been  a duty,  which  he  would  have  owed  to 
Iris  own  character,  to  his  friends,  and  to  his  country. 

The  following  extract  from  a letter  of  that  gentle- 
man of  the  25t!i  of  April,  only  three  days  later  than 
the  date  of  his  communication  to  the  Globe,  and 
which  we  publish  at  his  request,  will  shew  at  once 
the  feelings  and  motives  which  actuated  him,  in 
addressing  his  explanatory  communication  to  the 
Globe,  ami  in  pursuing  the  calm  and  unimpassior.ed 
course,  which  the  whig  press  (all  at  once  so  feeling- 
ly alive  to  his  honor  and  character)!  is  now  so  cla- 
morous in  denouncing: 

“I  thank  you  most  cordially  for  your  defence  of 
me.  I never  doubted  what  would  be  your  course. 
You  have  placed  the  subject  in  its  proper  point 
of  view,  and  the  only  thing  I could  have  wished 
omilted,  was  the  appeal  to  the  forbearance  of  the 
Globe.  Indeed,  I did  not  suppose  that  an  enemy, 
much  less  one  who  had  been  a friend,  could  have 
so  misunderstood  and  tortured  the  meaning  of  my 
letter.  When  the  Globe  of  the  22d  March  (which 
was  sent  from  New'  York,  and'  was  the  only  infor- 
mation we  had  on  the  subject)  reached  here  on  the 
21st,  I will  not  attempt  to  express  to  you  my  sur- 
prise on  reading  the  article.  Your  own  feelings 
will  do  this  more  effectually  than  any  thing  I can 
say — I felt,  that  under  such  an  attack  and  such  im- 
putations, it  was  due  lo  others,  that  I should  make 
an  explanation  of  the  circumstances  under  which  I 
had  acted.  I accordingly,  the  next  day,  addressed 
a communication  to  the  Globe,  which  went  off  in 
the  evening  of  the  22d  to  Liverpool,  for  the  packet 
of  the  24tffi 
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“You  will  see  that  I have  contented  myself  with 
a very  brief  explanation  of  the  motives  with  which 
my  letter  was  written.  Proudly  conscious  of  hav- 
ing discharged  my  duty  as  the  representative  of  my 
country,  and  acted  as  an  American  citizens  I nei- 
ther complained  of  the  attack,  nor  asked  it  to  be 
retracted.  I can  regard  it,  however,  in  no  other 
light  than  as  an  unjust  and  unwarrantable  attack 
upon  my  character  and  feelings.  Why  it  is  so,  no 
one  knows  better  than  yourself.  I cannot  I think 
be  mistaken  in  supposing  what  the  judgment  of  the 
liberal  and  just  portion  of  my  countrymen  will  be, 
and  there  I must  let  it  rest.  I sent  the  explanation 
to  the  Globe  for  publication,  to  enable  the  readers 
of  that  print  who  had  seen  the  attack,  to  see  my  ex- 
planation. I should  otherwise  have  sent  it  to  the 
Enquirer.” 

We  would  fain  have  hoped,  with  the  N.  Y.  Ex- 
aminer, that  alter  Mr  S’s  late  letter  had  placed  the 
subject  “in  its  true  light,”  it  would  have  concluded 
“an  unpleasant  and  needless  controversy,”  which 
has  grown  out  of  a calumnious  and  unfounded  arti- 
cle published  several  months  ago  in  the  N.  Y. 
Commercial  Advertiser — But,  tile  whig  presses 
would  not  let  it  rest.  They  have  attempted  to 
blow  up  another  bubble,  which  a few  days  will  dis- 
sipate into  thin  air. 

The  “Richmond  Enquirer”  published  the  letter 
of  his  friend  Mr.  Stevenson  to  the  editor  of  the 
Globe,  with  the  following  preface: 

Mr.  Stevenson.  The  Globe  of  yesterday  “pub- 
lishes with  pleasure”  the  following  communication, 
explanatory  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  which 
was  originally  published  in  the  New  York  Ameri- 
can of  March  last.  The  Globe  finds  fault  with  the 
phraseology  of  that  letter,  and  ascribes  it  to  the 
haste  and  excitement  in  which  Mr.  Stevenson 
wrote.  It  quotes  the  phraseology;  but  W'e  consi- 
der all  further  discussion  useless.  The  Globe  i3 
“gratified  to  perceive,  that  Mr.  S.  has  contradicted, 
in  express  terms,  a part,  and  by  inferrence,  the 
whole  of  Mr.  John  Duer’s  postscript  to  Mr.  King,” 
&c. 

The  Globe  adds,  that  “A  friend  in  London,  in 
nowise  connected  with  Mr.  Stevenson,  without  his 
privity,  writes  to  us  that,  to  one  who  has  been  in 
constant  intercourse  with  Mr.  Stevenson,  as  he  has 
been,  and  witnessed  his  uniform  and  ardent  defence 
of  our  democratic  institutions,  measures  and  men 
on  all  points,  and  his  preferences  shown  for  the 
cause  of  popular  rights,  even  here,  when  he  might 
properly  show  them,  the  idea  of  his  wanting  any  of 
those  sympathies,  and  above  all,  of  being  a bank 
man , sounds  strangely.  Mr.  John  Duer,  we  take 
it,  has  made  free  to  impute  his  own  feelings  about 
the  bank  to  another,  as  it  appears  he  did  in  ascrib- 
ing his  own  sentiments  of  Mr.  Rush’s  conduct  and 
opinions  to  Mr.  Bates.” 


FROM  FLORIDA. 

The  Globe  says— “official  reports  to  the  5th  June 
have  been  received  from  Tampa  Bay.  These  re- 
orts  state  that  on  the  night  of  the  2d  instant,  the 
licausaukies,  about  two  hundred  in  number,  sur- 
rounded the  camj)  of  Micanopy,  Jumper  and  Cloud, 
and  forced  them  away.  The  orders  from  Sam  Jones 
and  Oceola  were  not  to  molest  any  white  man. 
Micanopy  refused  to  go,  saying  that  he  signed  a 
treaty,  and  should  hold  to  it.  He  was  answered 
that  if  he  did  not  go  his  blood  would  be  split.  His 
reply  was  to  kill  him  there,  and  to  do  it  quickly; 
they,  however,  forced  him  on  his  horse,  and  carried 
him  off.  Jumper  having  sold  all  his  horses,  they 
forced  him  to  walk.  The  sincerity  of  Micanopy 
and  Jumper  cannot  be  doubted.  Cloud,  however, 
was  always  a traitor,  and  was  the  only  one  who  had 
been  warned  of  what  was  to  take  place. 

Gen.  Jesup  states  that  the  scheme  of  emigration 
has  entirely  failed,  and  that  he  shall  immediately 
discharge  the  vessels  which  had  been  employed  to 
carry  the  Indians  off.  He  doe3  not  anticipate  a re- 
newal of  hostilities.  Measures  have  been  taken  to 
place  the  troops  in  positions  so  as  to  cover  the 
co  untry.” 

From  the  St.  Augustine  Herald,  June  9. 

Since  our  last,  intelligence  has  been  received 
from  Tampa,  that  all  the  Indians  at  the  camp  there 
had  fled  to  the  woods.  The  circumstances  are  stat- 
ed to  be,  that  general  Jesup  had  ordered  those  en- 
rolled to  prepare  for  immediate  emigration,  to 
which  they  seemed  averse,  and  an  intimation  reach- 
ed the  commanding  general,  which  induced  him  to 
send  out  a detatchment  to  take  fhem  prisoners;  but 
when  they  reached  the  Indian  camp  they  found  it 
evacuated.  Every  Indian,  including  the  hostages, 
Micanopy,  Jumper,  and  others. 

Thus  have  they  temporized  and  used  every  de- 
ception and  subterfuge  to  pass  off  time  until  the 
sickly  season  had  commenced.  It  is  said  that  Mi- 
canopy, in  order  to  deceive  and  induce  a belief  in 


his  sincerity,  deposited  in  the  hands  of  a sutler  at 
Tampa,  a few  days  previous  to  his  flight,  a consid- 
erable sum  of  money,  said  to  be  about  $1,000. 
Abraham,  the  negro  chief  and  interpreter,  also  de- 
posited a considerable  sum.  Verily  “Micanopy  is 
not  the  fat  old  fool  we  have  thought  him.” 

By  the  arrival  of  the  steamboat  Essayons,  at  Pi- 
colata,  yesterday  from  Fort  Mellon  we  learn  that  a 
number  of  Indians  had  made  their  appearance  at 
that  post,  and  it  is  said  Philip  and  Micanopy  are 
among  them;  they  assign  as  a reason  for  leaving 
Tampa,  that  sickness  prevailed  among  the  soldiers 
there,  and  they  fled  from  contagion,  and  also  that 
they  wanted  to  hold  a talk  with  the  officers  at  Fort 
Mellon. 

An  express  rider  from  Micanopy  at  Black  creek 
reports  that  several  men  had  been  murdered  near 
Big  Spring  on  the  Ocklawaha,  about  miles  from 
Fort  King,  and  it  is  feared  that  this  report  is  too 
true. 

An  officer  of  the  army  at  Tampa,  in  writing  to 
his  friend  at  Black  creek,  commences  thus:  “As 
hostilities  are  again  about  to  commence.” 

Letters,  it  is  said,  have  been  written  by  general 
Jesup  to  the  commanders  of  posts,  ordering  them  to 
be  on  the  alert,  and  recommending  them  to  advise 
the  inhabitants  to  abandon  their  crops,  and  retire 
upon  the  posts. 

Our  cunning  enemy  has  again  foiled  us,  and  has 
shown  himself  as  successful  in  the  cabinet  as  the 
field.  During  their  protracted  negotiation,  they 
were  enabled  to  supply  themselves  with  provisions, 
clothing  and  ammunition;  they  brought  in  large 
droves  of  cattle,  the  captured  property  of  ourcitizens, 
which  they  sold  to  the  government,  and  received  cer- 
tificates therefor  at  a certain  valuation:  these  were 
taken  by  traders  as  so  much  money,  and  they  were 
enabled  to  purchase  supplies.  They  obtained  am- 
munition from  the  Creek  volunteers',  who  receiv- 
ed it  from  the  ordnance  officers,  for  the  purpose 
of  hunting. 

From  the  same. 

It  is  rumored  that  Fort  Armstrong  had  been  at- 
tacked, and  that  the  fight  continued  two  hours. 

Gen.  Jesup  is  said  to  be  at  Fort  King. 

We  give  the  above  as  reports  merely;  the  avenues 
of  correct  information  seem  to  be  closed  to  us,  and 
we  can  give  but  the  reports  of  the  day. 


NAVAL  FORCE  EMPLOYED  IN  FLORIDA. 
From  the  Globe. 

Extract  from  a letter  addressed  by  commodore  Alex. 

J.  Dullas,  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  dated 
Frigate  Constellation,  May  31,  1837. 
Sin:  I herewith  enclose  the  copy  of  a letter  from 
commander  Crabb,  with  extracts  from  the  orders  of 
maj.  gen.  Jesup,  complimentary  to  the  naval  forces 
acting  with  him  in  Florida. 

[Extracts.] 
orders  no.  fit). 

“Paragraph  3 . The  commanding  general  takes 
the  opportunity,  at  the  moment  of  losing  the  servi- 
ces of  lieut.  Leib,  to  express  to  him,  and  the  officers 
and  men  of  his  command,  his  cordial  thanks  for  the 
efficient  co-operation  they  have  afforded  the  army, 
as  well,  also,  for  the  cheerfulness  with  which  they 
have  performed  all  their  duties  whilst  serving  under 
his  command.” 

orders  no.  100. 

“ Paragraph  7.  The  commanding  general  desires 
to  express  his  approbation  of  the  efficiency  with 
which  lieut.  H.  H.  Bell,  of  the  navy,  has  conducted 
the  duties  of  the  post  entrusted  to  his  command;  and 
also  to  lieut.  Watkins,  of  the  marines,  acting  assist- 
ant quartermaster,  for  the  unremitted  attention 
which  he  has  shown  to  the  duties  of  his  department. 
To  those  officers,  as  well  as  to  the  whole  command, 
he  tenders  his  thanks  and  best  wishes.” 
orders  no.  105. 

“In  restoring  the  naval  forces  to  their  proper  ele- 
ment, the  major  general  commanding  would  do  in- 
justice to  his  own  feelings,  were  he  to  omit  the  ex- 
pression of  the  high  sense  he  entertains  of  the  va- 
luable services  they  have  rendered  to  the  country 
in  the  efficient  co-operation  they  have  given  to  him 
throughout  the  campaign.  He  desires  captain 
Crabb  to  accept  his  sincere  thanks  for  the  prompti- 
tude, energy,  and  zeal  which  have  on  all  occasions 
characterized  the  performance  of  the  delicate  and 
oftentimes  disagreeable  duties  which  have  devolved 
on  him;  and  he  begs  him  to  make  known  to  the  of- 
ficers, sailors,  and  marines  of  his  command,  how 
highly  their  merits  and  services  are  appreciated  by 
him  as  well  as  by  the  whole  army,  and  tenders  to 
them  all  his  best  wishes  and  kindest  regards.” 
Extract  from  major  general  Jesup’s  letter  to  com- 
mander Thomas  Crabb,  of  the  United  States,  navy, 
dated 

“Tampa  Bay,  May  16,  1837. 

“In  dissolving  the  official  relations  in  which  we 
have  stood  to  each  other,  so  much  to  my  satisfac- 


tion, for  several  months  past,  I cannot  avoid  the  ex- 
pression o(  the  great  obligations  I am  under  to  you 
and  your  command,  for  the  uniform,  steady  and  ef- 
ficient support  which  you  have  at  all  times  given  to 
me — a support  most  auspicious  in  its  effects  upon 
the  results  of  the  campaign,  and  which  I shall  al- 
ways remember  with  the  liveliest  gratitude.” 


OFFICIAL. 

By  the  president  of  the  United  States  of  America 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  con- 
gress of  the  United  States  of  the  thirteenth  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  entitled 
“an  act  concerning  tonnage  duty  on  Spanish  ves- 
sels,” it  is  provided,  that  whenever  the  president 
shall  be  satisfied  that  the  discriminating  or  counter- 
vailing duties  of  tonnage  levied  by  any  foreign  na- 
tion on  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
shall  have  been  abolished,  he  may  direct  that  the 
tonnage  duty  on  the  vessels  of  such  nation  shall 
cease  to  be  levied  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States: 
And  whereas,  satisfactory  evidence  has  lately 
been  received  from  his  majesty,  the  king  of  Greece, 
that  the  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage  levied  by 
said  nation  on  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United 
States  have  been  abolished: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Martin  Van  Buren,  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  declare  and 
proclaim,  that  the  tonnage  duty  on  the  vessels  of 
the  kingdom  of  Greece,  shall,  from  this  date,  cease 
to  be  levied  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

Given  tinder  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, this  fourteenth  day  of  June,  A.  D. 
[l.  s.]  1837,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 

United  States  the  sixty-first. 

MARTIN  VAN  BUREN. 

By  the  president: 

John  Forsyth,  secretary  of  stale , 

Translation  from  the  official  paper  of  the  Greek  go- 
vernment, printed  at  Athens  the  6-18  March,  1837. 

proclamation. 

Reciprocity  of  port  duties  between  the  kingdom  of 
Greece  and  the  United  States  of  North  America. 
The  department  of  the  king’s  household  and  of 
foreign  affairs,  makes  known,  according  to  the  high 
and  royal  order. 

That  the  king’s  government,  having  received  sa- 
tisfactory evidence  that  a law  is  in  force  in  the  U. 
States  of  North  America,  by  which  vessels  of  fo- 
reign countries  in  their  ports  are  not  subject  to  dis- 
criminating port  duties,  excepting  the  vessels  of 
those  countries  in  whose  ports  vessels  of  the  United 
States  are  subject  to  other  and  higher  duties  than 
the  vessels  belonging  to  such  countries  themselves 
pay,  and  that  the  vessels  of  such  countries  do  not 
pay  other  or  higher  duties  in  the  ports  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  than  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  them- 
selves pay: 

And  considering  that  the  royal  government  of 
Greece  heretofore  published  this  reciprocity  of  du- 
ties in  the  official  journal  of  the  15-27  of  October, 
1833,  and  on  the  8-20  of  February,  1834,  as  one  of 
the  laws  of  the  realm,  a delay  in  the  execution  of 
which  has  occurred  until  now: 

Therefore,  a royal  order,  number  20,136,  under 
date  of  the  20th  February  (5th  of  March)  of  this 
year  was  issued,  by  which  all  vessels  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America,  arriving  in  the  ports  of 
the  Greek  kingdom,  shall  not  be  subject  to  other 
duties  than  Greek  vessels  pay,  according  to  the  sub- 
joined table  of  duties,  now  in  force,  and  published 
in  the  government  journal. 

Athens,  February  25,  ( March  9J,  1837. 

The  secretary  of  the  king’s  household  and  of 
foreign  affairs.  (Signed)  RUDART. 

Table  of  port  duties  payable  in  the  ports  of  Greece. 

Jlnchora°e  duties  of  tonnaze.  Drachmas . Septas 

In  the  ports  of  Syra,  Napoli,  Piraeus, 

Chalcis,  Kalamon,  Gytheia,  Maratho- 
nesos,  Pylos,  Neocastro,  and  P.  Pa- 
tros,  there  shall  be  paid: 

By  vessels  of  more  than  5,  and  under 


20  tons,  for  each  ton  9 

By  those  of  more  than  20  tons  12 

In  other  ports  of  the  kingdom: 

Vessels  under  20  tons  shall  pay  6 

Do.  over  20  tons  9 

Clearances. 

For  vessels  under  5 tons  burden,  no 
charges. 

For  vessels  from  5 to  20  tons  50 

Do.  from  21  to  50  tons  1 00 

Do.  from  51  to  100  tons  2 00 

Do.  from  101  to  200  tons  3 00 

Do.  from  201  to  300  tons  4 00 

Do.  of  301  and  upwards  5 00 
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Light  houses  duties,  "but  these  shall 
not  be  exacted  in  ports  where  there 
are  no  light  houses. 

Vessels  under  5 tons  burden  are  free 
of  duty. 


Vessels  from 

5 to  20  per  ton 

50 

Do. 

from 

21  to  50  tons 

1 

00 

Do. 

from 

51  to  100 

2 

50 

Do. 

from 

101  to  200 

5 

00 

Do. 

from 

201  to  300 

8 

00 

Do. 

from 

301  and  upwards 

10 

00 

If  powder  remain  in  the  vessel,  for 

every  kilogramme,  per  month  2 

Duty  of  powder  magazine. 

When  powder  is  deposited  in  the  pow- 
der magazine,  (which  must  be  done, 
if  any  be  on  board,  and  there  be  a 
magazine  in  the  port),  for  every 
kilogramme,  per  month  3 

The  month  is  reckoned  of  30  days,  and  if  the 
month  shall  have  commenced,  it  shall  be  reckoned 
as  complete. 

Observations  upon  the  duty  of  anchorage. 

1.  Vessels  corning  from  foreign  countries  with 
cargo,  and  discharging  that,  and  taking  in  other 
cargo,  shall  pay  full  duty. 

2.  Vessels  with  cargo  from  foreign  countries,  dis 
charging  that  and  departing  empty,  shall  pay  two- 
thirds  of  the  above  duties 

3.  Vessels  from'foreign  countries,  coming  empty, 
and  departing  empty,  or  coming  loaded  and  depart 
ing  with  the  same  cargo  with  which  they  came, 
without  discharging  any  portion  of  it,  shall  pay  one- 
third  of  the  duty. 

4.  Vessels  coming  from  one  port  of  the  kingdom, 
and  entering  another,  shall  pay  half  the  duty 

5.  Every  vessel  shall  be  considered  as  loaded 
^whether  her  cargo  be  full  or  incomplete. 

Exceptions. 

1.  If  any  vessel  be  forced  by  stress  of  weather 
or  by  any  injury  received,  to  enter  a port,  she  shall 
be  free  of  all  duties  in  loading  or  unloading,  and 
she  shall  have  liberty  to  remain  freely  for  eight  days 

2.  If  any  vessel  be  at  anchor  in  any  port,  and 
from  any  cause  it  should  be  wished  to  take  her  into 
another  port,  a declaration  shall  be  made  to  the  of- 
ficer of  the  customs  at  the  port  that  no  design  is 
entertained  of  discharging  or  taking  in  cargo.  She 
may  remain  in  such  port  five  days,  without  being 
subject  to  other  than  the  light  house  duty.  Bucn 
vessels  may  freely  receive  and  deliver  money  and 
letters,  unless  future  regulations  should  otherwise 
provide. 

NOTICE  TO  HOLDERS  OF  LAND  WARRANTS 

Granted  by  the  United  States  for  military  services 
rendered  in  the  revolutionary  war. 

Treasury  department , June  15, 1837. 
The  holders  of  land  warrants  granted  by  the 
United  States  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  re- 
volutionary army,  are  hereby  notified,  that  by  a late 
decision  ofthe  attorney  general  of  the  United  States, 
scrip  will  be  issued  in  satisfaction  of  all  such  war- 
rants remaining  unsatisfied  in  the  office  ofthe  com- 
missioner of  the  general  land  office,  and  for  all  such 
as  may  be  hereafter  surrendered  to  that  office;  which 
scrip  will  be  received  in  payment  lor  public  lands 
subject  to  private  entry  in  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana and  Illinois.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 


Navy  department,  June  15,  1837. 

At  a board  of  examination,  consisting  of  com- 
modores Biddle  and  Woolsey,  and  captains  Read, 
Nicholson  and  Claxton,  recently  convened  at  Balti- 
more, and  which  closed  its  sitting  on  the  14th  in 
stant,  the  following  named  midshipmen,  after  ; 
careful  consideration  of  their  several  qualifications, 
and  all  other  circumstances  which  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  weigh,  passed  their  examination,  and  are 
designated  in  the  order  of  iank  assigned  to  them  by 
the  board;  and  they  will  take  date  from  this  day: 


1 Charles  Hunter, 

2 Benjamin  F.  Shatluck, 

3 George  W.  Randolph, 

4 Thomas  M.  Brasher, 

5 George’ T.  Sinclair, 

6 James  W.  E.  Reid, 

7 John  Mooney, 

8 Richard  H.  Lowndes, 

9 Samuel  R.  Knox, 

10  Enoch  G.  Parrott, 

1 1 John  Carroll, 

12  James  McCormick, 

13  Richard  S.  Trapier, 

14  Richard  Wainwright, 

15  George  M.  Totten, 

16  William  D.  Hurst, 

17  W.  Ross  Gardner, 

18  William  B.  Renshaw, 

19  C.  B.  Poindexter, 


20  Henry  T.  Wingate, 

21  John  M.  Mason, 

22  Alonzo  B.  Davis, 

23  Richard  L.  Love, 

24  D.  Ross  Crawford, 

25  William  Reynolds, 

26  Woodhul  S.  Schenck 

27  James  L.  Parker, 

28  Richard  M.  Harvey, 

29  Lewis  C.  Sartori, 

30  William  A.  Jones, 

31  Edmund  Lanier, 

32  William  S.  Smith, 

33  J.  H.  Sherburne, 

34  Fabius  Stanly, 

35  Latham  B.  Avery, 

36  William  R.  Posted, 

37  James  B.  Lewis. 


TEXAS. 

The  editor  of  the  New'  Orleans  Advertiser  has 
eceived  files  of  the  Houston  Telegraph  to  the  30th 
ult.  They  are  filled  with  congressional  prcceed- 
ngs  chiefly  of  local  interest.  A very  strong  bill 
for  the  suppression  of  gambling  has  passed  both 
houses  and  become  a law.  A free  colored  man  is 
a petitioner  for  permission  to  remain  in  the  repub- 
lic, and  a charter  for  a bank  had  been  refused. 

Provisions  continued  very  scarce  and  command- 
ed high  prices.  Little  apprehensions  were  enter- 
tained ot  an  invasion  from  Mexico.  The  honora- 
ble Mr.  Walker,  of  Mississippi,  was  well  received 
at  Houston,  visited  the  congress,  was  addressed  by 
Dr.  Archer,  and  politely  replied. 

The  steamer  Constitution  is  said  to  have  so  ef- 
fectually blocked  up  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of 
Houston,  that  vessels  can  neither  pass  in  or  out. 

We  notice  in  the  Telegraph  of  the  30th  ult.  the 
following  appointments  by  president  Houston,  w ith 
the  consent  ofthe  senate: 

General  Mimican  Hunt,  minister  plenipotentiary 
and  envoy  extraordinary  to  the  United  States. 

George  M.  Collinsworth,  collector  at  the  port  of 
Matagorda.  John  G.  Love,  collector  on  the  Sa- 
bine river  at  Gaines’  Ferry.  Jeremiah  Brown,  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  Velasco.  Gail  Borden,  jr.  col 
lector  of  the  port  of  Galveston.  R.  E.  Doom,  col- 
lector at  the  mouth  ofthe  Sabine. 

The  following  proclamation  was  issued  by  gene- 
ral Houston  on  the  20th  ult. 

Executive  department,  Houston,  May  20,  1S37. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  ARMY  OF  TEXAS. 

Comrades:  You  are  the  declared  champions  of 
the  liberties  of  vour  country.  The  world  regards 
you  as  such.  Posterity  will  number  you  amon 
the  proudest  spirits  who  have  dared  to  strike  for 
liberty.  Texas  regards  you  as  among  the  proud 
defenders  of  human"  freedom.  Calculations  so  glo 
rious  to  you  and  honorable  to  the  country  ought  not 
to  be  disregarded.  You  have  been  invited  to  share 
our  dangers,  encounter  with  us  our  perils,  endure 
with  us  our  privations,  defend  with  us  our  consti 
tution  and  laws,  and  share  with  us  our  delightful 
soil.  If  you  have  not  encountered  dangers  it 
because  the  enemy  have  not  met  us.  (If  you  have 
not  embraced  perils  it  was  because  you  had  not  the 
means  of  pursuing  the  enemy).  If  you  have  not 
ohaicil  w i Ui  Iks  our  counlry.  it  has  been  because 
peace  has  not  been  restored.  Patience  becomes 
the  soldiers  of  liberty.  The  love  of  country  swells 
the  patriot’s  heart.  The  husbandman  waits  for  the 
harvest,  that  be  may  gather  into  his  granary'  the 
rich  rewards  of  toil. 

In  these  he  is  comforted  and  his  posterity  made 
happy. 

The  soldier  who  hopes  for  glory  must  submit 
himselfto  discipline.  Subordination  gives  strength 
and  security  to  an  army.  He  that  will  not  submit 
to  it  when  corrected  and  improved  by  the  expe- 
rience of  ages  does  not  deserve  that  proud  appella- 
tion of  a soldier. 

Our  single  star  inculcates  a unity  of  action, 
while  it  illustrates  the  perpetuity  of  its  conse- 
quences. 

Union  can  achieve  every  thing,  when  sustained 
by  gallant  hearts  and  correct  principles — while  an- 
archy and  insubordination  must  fail  in  the  achieve- 
ment of  every  thing  beneficial  and  glorious  to  man- 
kind. 

Assurances  have  recently'  reached  me  that  a foul 
and  blasted  assassination  had  occurred  within  the 
camp  of  our  army.  It  was  a felon  deed!  It  w as  no 
soldier  by  w'horri  it  was  perpetrated.  It  was  a mis- 
creant. Should  the  avenger  of  blood  not  overtake 
him  upon  earth,  and  not  aw'ard  hi m the  ignominy 
and  punishment  due  to  him  for  his  crime,  he  can 
find  no  refuge  from  conscious  guilt.  A gallant  offi- 
cer has  fallen  whose  breast  would  have  been  proud- 
ly bared  to  an  enemy,  and  one  who  suffered  for  his 
country’s  good  the  incarceration  of  a dungeon. 

Comrades!  Texas  has  never  forgotten  that  you 
are  her  adopted  sons.  Your  rights  have  never  been 
compromised  by  any  act  of  hers.  Evil  disposed 
persons  may  have  sought  to  produce  a momentary 
excitement  with  you,  and  against  the  hardy  pio- 
neers of  Texas  wilds! 

They  may  have  sought  a momentary  advantage 
nor  regarding  the  fatal  consequences  to  national 
glory.  Distrust  is  unworthy  of  you.  You  have 
suffered  privations  and  experienced  many  wants; 
our  country  was  poor.  Had  she  abounded  in  means, 
she  would  have  sought  no  foreign  aid!  The  very 
solicitation  bespoke  bc-r  necessities!  Every  want 
of  the  army  has  claimed  her  peculiar  solicitude. 
Her  constant  exertions  have  been  to  procure  com- 
forts and  necessaries  for  the  army.  No  exertion 
on  her  part  has  been  wanting.  Liberal  appropria- 
tions have  been  made  for  supplies  for  the  army. 


The  expectations  of  a speedy  peace  or  a glorious 
campaign  is  anticipated. 

The  soldiers  of  Texas  must  share  in  the  benefits 
of  the  one,  or  participate  in  the  glory  of  the  other. 
In  either  event  they  will  proudly  sustain  themselves. 

Texas  in  her  sufferings  and  her  glory  has  bee  n 
influenced  by  but  one  feeling.  The  immortal  pa- 
triots who  perished  at  the  Alamo — the  gallant  spirits 
who  fell  at  Goliad — and  the  soldiers  who  conquered 
at  San  Jacinto,  were  inspired  by  the  sacred  love  of 
country,  and  animated  by  the  holy  impulses  which 
arise  from  a love  of  constitutional  liberty. 

Those  who  expect  the  admiration  of  mankind 
and  the  applause  of  after  ages,  can  never  fail  to 
cherish  a feeling  so  congenial  lo  the  descendants 
of  those  who  struggled  in  the  immortal  revolution 
of  ’76.  Let  such  feelings  animate  the  army  of 
Texas  and  their  fame  will  be  eternal. 

Comrades!  I salute  you. 

(Signed)  SAM.  HOUSTON. 

Extractof  a letter  received  by  a gentleman  of 
Baltimore  from  gen.  Houston,  dated, 

Houston , May  11,  1837. 

Your  letter  of  the  13th  of  April  has  just  come  to 
hand,  and  I hasten  to  repl)',  to  relieve  you  of  the 
painful  suspense  you  seem  to  be  under,  in  relation 
to  the  death  of  your  son,  George  C.  Stiles.  The 
circumstances  of  his  death  are  these.  He  w as  in 
company  with  two  others,  who  were  walking  near 
the  house  of  one  of  the  citizens  of  Columbia,  w hose 
house  had  been  robbed  the  night  before,  and  who 
was  on  watch  with  his  stun.  When  those  gentle- 
man passed,  he  hailed  them  in  a peremptory  tone, 
and  ordered  them  to  stop,  he  fired  and  your  son  w as 
accidently  shot  in  the  leg,  (through  mistake).  The 
man  was  tried  and  acquitted.  Your  son  was  re- 
moved to  the  public  house  in  the  town,  and  receiv- 
ed the  best  medical  aid  and  nursing  that  the  coun- 
try afforded. 


TEXIAN  POLITICS. 

From  the  Georgia  Courier. 

Letter  of  general  M.  B.  Lamar,  vice  president  of 
Texas,  in  answer  to  an  invitation  of  the  citizens 
of  Marion,  PeTry  county,  Alabama,  to  partake 
of  a public  dinner  in  that  place,  through  which 
he  lately  passed  on  his  way  to  Washington  city. 

Curry’s  residence,  Perry  county,  May  23. 
Gentlemen:  Be  pleased  to  accept  my  sincere 
and  unaffected  thanks  for  your  flattering  note  on  the 
part  ofthe  citizens  of  Marion,  inviting  me  to  a pub- 
lic dinner  in  honor  of  my  humble  services,  over- 
estimated, in  the  cause  of  Texian  independence. 
In  reference  to  that  portion  which  is  personally 
complimentary,  I hope  I may  be  permitted  to  say 
that  the  history  of  mj'  life  will  show  that  I have 
rather  avoided  than  courted  public  honors.  My 
highest  ambition  has  ever  been  to  he  useful;  and  in 
devoting  so  large  a portion  of  my  feeble  energies  at 
the  sacrifice  of  health  and  tranquillity,  in  the  de- 
fence of  what  I deemed  the  principles  of  liberty 
and  government,  I have  been  influenced  and  ani- 
mated by  no  other  consideration  than  a sense  of 
duty,  without  seeking  or  sighing  for  any  reward 
beyond  the  pleasure  of  a quiet  and  approving  con- 
science. So  far  as  your  kindness  and  courtesy  to 
me  is  intended  to  honor  my  adopted  country,  it 
cannot  fail  to  excite  in  my  bosom  a lively,  and,  I 
hope,  a lasting  gratitude.  This,  however,  is  not 
the  only  evidence  of  a generous  solicitude  of  the 
citizens  of  this  state  for  the  welfare  of  our  infant 
republic.  I cannot  forget  that  Alabama,  as  well  as 
my  own  native  land,  was  among  the  first  whose 
gallant  sons  unfurled  their  banners  in  the  cause  of 
Texian  independence.  They  were  destined  soon 
to  seal  their  devotion  to  the  holy  cause  with  the 
blood  of  martyrdom.  Their  doom  was  a dreadful 
one.  If  they  had  fallen  in  the  field  gloriously 
struggling  with  the  sanguinary  foe,  the  fame  of 
their  valor  might  have  softened  the  regret  which 
was  felt  for  their  loss;  but,  instead  of  this,"  they 
were  basely  betrayed  by  heartless  professions,  and 
fell  the  defenceless  and  unresisting  victims  of  per- 
fidy and  cruelty. 

That  their  blood  has  sunk  into  the  ground  unre- 
venged, and  their  foul  murderer  protected  from  the 
hands  of  vindicative  justice,  is  certainly  no  fault  of 
mine.  The  demon  has  departed  in  peace  from  the 
land  which  he  has  stained  with  the  best  blood  of 
chivalry;  you  have  seen  him  moving  in  triumph 
through  your  own  free  country  and  finally  convey- 
ed in  one  of  your  national  vessels  to  the  home  of 
his  nativity,  there  to  run  a new  career  in  crime,  or 
to  revel  in  the  luxuries  of  his  ill-gotten  wealth;  but 
be  assured,  gentlemen,  that  in  these  tilings  I have 
had  no  agency;  and  I hope  that  you  will  believe  of 
me  that  no  incense  which  the  villain  could  have 
offered  to  my  vanity,  no  appeals  which  his  wealth 
to  my  interest,  nor  all  the  bless- 


could  have  made 

The  prospects  for  our  country  are  now'  brightening.  I ings  which  he  could  have  showered  upon  my  coun 
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try  in  the  plentitude  of  his  power,  would  have 
softened  my  abhorence  o(  his  character,  or  staid  the 
righteous  inflictions  which  his  enormities  demand- 
ed. It  may  be  policy  to  pardon  and  protect  the 
guilty  one  who  shall  lure  my  heart’s  best  brother 
into  bonds,  and  then  deliberately  shoot  him  in  his 
chains;  but  this  is  a price  which  my  feelings  as  a 
man  will  not  let  me  pay  for  the  most  exalted  and 
enduring  good.  The  monster  who  bath  played  this 
horrid  game  is  now  out  of  the  reach  of  vengeance, 
and  it  only  remains  for  us  to  do  justice  to  the  me- 
mory ot  those  who  have  been  sacrificed  to  his  fero- 
city. To  me  it  is  matter  of  no  small  regret  that  I 
cannot  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  which  your 
kind  invitation  alfords,  to  pay  a passing  tribute  to 
their  noble  virtues.  The  task  would  be  a pleasing 
one  but  time  will  not  permit  it  now.  My  great 
anxiety  to  return  to  the  bosom  of  my  friends  and 
family  from  whom  I have  so  long  been  separated, 
together  with  other  considerations  of  a private  na- 
ture, urge  ine  on  my  journey,  and  force  me  to  fore- 
go the  pleasure  which  otherwise  I could  not  fail  to 
derive  in  a social  repast  with  a generous  people, 
who  in  (he  midst  of  general  embarrassment  and 
distress,  are  willing  to  forget  their  own  misfortunes 
in  their  sympathies  for  my  adopted  and  much  loved 
country.  Yours,  respectfully, 

MIRABEAU  B.  LAMAR. 


ADDRESS  OF  GOVERNOR  EVERETT, 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Prison  Discipline  society, 
May  30,  1837. 

I rise,  Mr.  President,  in  compliance  with  the  re- 
quest made  to  me  on  behalf  of  the  society,  that  I 
would  say  a few  words  on  this  occasion.  Much 
rather  would  I leave  the  exalted  strain  of  devotional 
poetry  which  has  just  been  sung,  the  prisoner’s 
hymn  as  it  might  well  be  called — much  l ather  would 
1 leave  the  statements  of  the  reverend  chaplain, 
who  has  immediately  preceded  me,  and  particularly 
the  touching  letter  with  which  he  closed,  to  pro- 
duce their  eii'ect  upon  the  audience,  uninterrupted 
by  any  remarks  of  mine.  But,  having  promised  to 
take  some  humble  part  in  these  exercises,  I must 
throw  myself,  for  a short  time,  on  your  indulgence, 
in  submitting  a few  remarks  on  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  improvements  in  prison  disci- 
pline are  justly  to  be  considered  among  the  most 
interesting  achievements  of  Christian  philanthropy 
in  modern  times;  that  this  society  is  entitled  to  the 
thanks  of  every  friend  of  humanity  for  its  successful 
efforts  in  the  cause;  and  that  unabated  exertions 
ought  to  be  made  still  further  to  mitigate  the  severi- 
ty of  the  penal  law,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the 
ends  of  public  justice. 

The  resolution,  sir,  covers  a part  of  the  ground 
so  ably  occupied  by  the  reverend  chaplain  of  the 
prison,  and  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  inspectors 
on  my  right,  (Mr.  Adan),  in  his  highly  instructive 
address;  and,  to  avoid  repeating  what  has  been  so 
pertinently  said  by  those  gentlemen,  I shall  confine 
myself  chiefly  to  principles  of  a general  nature,  but 
such  as  lie  at  the  foundation  of  the  Prison  Discipline 
society. 

Before  I proceed,  however,  sir,  I beg  leave  to  say 
a word  in  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  state’s 
pi'ison,  at  Charlestown.  However  large  and  diffu- 
sive  our  interest  in  the  general  cause  of  prison  disci- 
pline, we  must  naturally  have  peculiarly  at  heart 
the  institution  in  our  immediate  neighborhood.  I 
listened  with  great  satisfaction  to  the  very  handsome 
manner  in  which  this  institution  was  spoken  of  in 
the  report  of  the  secretary.  No  one  is  better  quali- 
fied to  give  an  opinion;  from  no  one  is  a favorable 
opinion  more  valuable.  I believe  it  is  not  impro- 
per for  me  to  say,  in  this  place,  that  all  the  oppor- 
tunities I have  had  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
•state  and  management  of  the  prison,  have  led  me  to 
the  same  results.  It  is  known  to  the  public  that  a 
rigid  and  searching  inquiry  was  instituted  into  the 
state  of  the  prison  last  winter  by  the  legislature, 
and  that  their  report  was  entirely  satisfactory  to  its 
friends.  I believe  its  management  as  near  perfect 
as  the  imperfect  nature  of  human  things  admits; 
and  that  its  prosperous  condition,  as  set  forth  in  the 
report  of  the  secretary,  is  owing  to  the  fidelity  and 
intelligence,  the  mingled  resolution  and  tenderness 
of  the  warden,  giving  a character  to  the  entire  ad- 
ministration of  the  discipline  by  himself  and  his 
associates;  to  the  devoted  labors  of  the  chaplain;  to 
the  wisdom  and  vigilance  of  the  board  of  inspectors, 
to  whom  the  commonwealth  is  under  great  obliga- 
tions, and  whose  respected  chairman  has  already 
enchained  the  attention  of  the  present  audience. 
Considerable  improvements  are  much  needed  in 
some  of  the  prison  buildings;  but  with  the  manage- 
ment ofthe  institution  the  public  have  reason  to  be 
more  than  satisfied. 

The  resolution  I have  had  the  honor  to  send  to 
the  chair,  speaks  of  the  improvements  in  prison 


discipline  as  among  the  most  interesting  achieve- 
ments of  Christian  benevolence  in  modern  times. 
To  justify  this  remark,  we  need  but  reflect  a mo- 
ment on  what  prisons  were  before  these  reforms 
were  introduced.  I think  it  may  be  said,  without 
exaggeration,  that,  within  the  walls  of  many  of 
them,  the  capacity  of  the  human  victim  to  endure 
suffering  was  put  to  its  severest  test. 

What  prisons  in  many  places  must  have  been, 
cannot  better  be  inferred,  than  from  the  just  remark 
which  fell  from  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  board 
of  inspectors,  in  reference  to  the  state’s  prison  at 
Charlestown;  that  only  nine  years  ago,  that  prison, 
situated  as  it  is  in  the  very  heart  of  Massachusetts, 
within  the  circle  of  the  metropolis  of  New  England, 
the  land  ofthe  pilgrims,  within  the  daily  sight  of  so 
many  intelligent,  humane  and  conscientious  per- 
sons, was  nevertheless  a spot,  where  the  enemy  of 
mankind  seemed  to  have  erected  his  throne,  and  to 
rule  with  unresisted  sway.  If  this  was  the  condi- 
tion of  onr  prison  only  nine  years  ago,  what  must 
prisons  have  been  before  the  modern  reforms  had 
any  where  been  proposed;  in  foreign  countries  less 
favored  than  our  own  in  the  general  intelligence  of 
ofthe  people;  and  under  despotic  governments,  ac- 
customed to  regard  the  prison  mainly  as  an  instru- 
ment of  the  police  or  of  political  power?  The  best 
thing,  perhaps,  that  could  be  said  of  the  old  prisons 
was,  that  they  were  not  much  relied  on  as  places  of 
punishment  for  the  more  ordinary  crimes.  Except 
for  political  offences,  they  were  principally  employ- 
ed as  places  of  detention  before  trial:  and  in  this 
capacity,  owing  to  the  tardy  pace  of  justice,  they 
served,  to  a deplorable  extent,  as  schools  of  corrup- 
tion and  vice. 

The  researches  and  writings  of  Howard  first 
awakened  the  attention  of  the  civilized  world  to  this 
subject.  Suggestions  were  made  by  him,  tending 
perhaps  to  most  of  the  reforms  which  have  since 
been  adopted;  but  no  improved  system  was  con- 
trived, and  little  done  by  any  government  to  effect 
an  improvement  in  prisons,  upon  principle.  About 
the  same  time,  however,  that  the  researches  of 
Howard  were  made,  a strong  disposition  evinced 
itself  in  many  parts  of  Christendom  to  mitigate  the 
severity  of  the  penal  code,  to  lessen  the  frequency 
of  capital  punishments,  and  to  dispense  with  cruel 
inflictions  on  the  person.  This  disposition  was  en- 
couraged in  England,  by  the  practice  of  transport- 
ing convicts  to  penal  colonies.  All  this  formed  a 
preparation  in  the  public  mind  for  the  infinitely 
more  important  step  in  the  march  of  improvement — 
that  of  converting  prisons  into  places  of  moral  re- 
form, into  what  is  implied  in  the  name  of  peniten- 
tiaries. It  has  been  well  said  that  words  a» 
things.  In  this  single  word  penitentiary  applied  to 
prisons,  a great  revolution,  a physical  and  a moral 
revolution,  was  effected.  A physical  revolution, 
because  the  idea  of  a reform  in  the  character  of  the 
convict  required  that  the  place  of  confinement,  in- 
stead of  being,  as  it  was  formerly,  a pestiferous  den 
of  guilt  and  shame,  not  more  dangerous  to  morals 
than  to  life  and  health,  should  become  a comfortable 
abode  for  a human  being.  Accordingly  this  is  the 
first  feature  of  the  new  system  which  strikes  the 
observer:  and  I appeal  to  you  Mr.  Secretary,  whose 
means  of  observation  are  so  ample,  whether,  in  the 
case  of  three-fourths  ofthe  inmates  of  our  improved 
state’s  prisons,  they  do  not  probably,  for  the  first 
time  in  their  lives,  on  entering  the  walls,  pass  a 
night  on  a clean  bed,  in  a well  ventilated  apartment, 
perfectly  sheltered  from  the  elements,  cool  in  sum- 
mer and  warm  in  winter,  well  clad,  with  plenty  of 
wholesome  food,  and,  if  ill,  kindly  nursed  and  skil- 
fully attended.  All  this  has  been  effected  with- 
out burdensome  expense  to  the  state;  on  the  con- 
trary, at  a vastly  less  expense,  as  was  so  happily 
illustrated  by  the  secretary  in  the  case  of  the  Weth- 
ersfield prison,  than  that  at  which  the  old  prisons 
were  supported.  It  has  been  effected  without  im- 
pairing the  security  of  prisons  as  places  of  confine- 
ment; on  the  contrary,  they  become  much  more  se- 
cure; and  it  has  been  effected  also,  (what  would 
seem  at  first  paradoxical),  without  diminishing  the 
terror  with  which  they  were  regarded  as  places  of 
punishment.  Thus,  without  sacrificing  any  other 
object,  a vast  amount  of  human  suffering  has  been 
relieved,  by  ameliorating  the  physical  condition  of 
prisons. 

But  the  moral  revolution  was  the  great  object. — 
On  this  subject  I wish  to  speak  without  exaggera- 
tion; for  over-statements  are  perhaps,  by  a too  san- 
guine benevolence,  sometimes  made.  But  if  we 
would  avoid  extravagance  on  the  one  side,  we  must 
be  reasonable  in  our  expectations  on  the  other. — 
Let  a parent  or  guardian  undertake  to  reform  a 
child  or  ward  who  but  for  a year  or  two  has  been 
led  astray,  and  he  will  probably  learn,  from  experi- 
ence, how  much  can  reasonably  be  expected  from 
such  persons  as  usually  fill  our  prisons.  But  a ne- 
gative reformation,  if  I may  so  express  myself, 


must,  at  all  events,  for  the  time,  take  place  in  the 
penitentiary.  Its  inmates  are  cut  off' from  vicious 
courses;  they  are  withdrawn  from  the  great  produc- 
ing sources  of  crime — intemperance,  want  and  bad 
example;  they  are  employed  in  steady  labor,  and 
they  are  subjected  to  every  moral  and  religious  in- 
fluence which  the  nature  of  things  admit.  An 
external  change  of  life  takes  place.  If  nothing  bet- 
ter can  be  said,  the  time  passed  in  prison  is  redeem- 
ed from  farther  progress  in  corruption,  and  all  the 
external  indications  of  an  altered  man  are  frequent- 
ly exhibited.  Whether  the  reform  extends  to  a ra- 
dical change  of  the  heart,  He  who  searches  the 
heart  alone  can  say.  I have  no  doubt  it  sometimes 
does.  I have  heard  of  such  cases.  I think  I have 
seen  them.  I have  no  doubt  there  are  instances  of 
entire  reform,  of  total  renovation  of  the  character. 
But  after  what  has  been  said  by  the  wrorthy  chap- 
lain of  the  prison  at  Charlestown,  on  this  subject,  I 
need  not  enlarge. 

This,  then,  is  the  glory  of  the  modern  prison  dis- 
cipline. An  awful  waste  of  life,  of  human  blood, 
has  been  prevented.  The  tortures  of  the  former 
modes  of  punishments  are  disused.  The  aggra- 
vated corruption,  which  badly  managed  prisons 
unavoidably  produced,  is  succeeded  by  a purify- 
ing moral  influence,  and,  in  numerous  well-attest- 
ed cases,  character  has  been  retrieved.  Human  be- 
nevolence can  make  no  nearer  approach  to  an  imi- 
tation of  Divine  benevolence.  It  is  good,  good  of 
the  highest  order.  If  not  thousands,  if  but  a few 
fellow  men,  who  would  have  been  left  bleeding, 
scarred  and  exasperated  from  the  scourge,  the 
branding  iron  and  the  cropping  knife,  have  been 
stopped  in  their  downward  course;  if  not  thousands, 
if  a single  accountable  being,  who  would  have  been 
dragged  from  the  gaol  to  the  scaffold,  and  hurried 
from  the  scaffold,  without  a season  of  repentance, 
into  the  presence  of  his  Maker,  has,  by  the  Divine 
blessing  on  these  means  of  reformation,  been  re- 
stored, it  is  worth  all  the  time,  labor  and  money, 
which  have  been  bestowed  on  the  cause  in  Europe 
and  America.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  presence  of  this 
audience  and  of  the  Being  in  w’hose  house  we  are 
assembled,  it  may  with  truth  be  declared,  that  to 
redeem  one  such  fellow-creature,  body  and  soul,  for 
time  and  for  eternity,  is  a more  noble  achievement 
than  any  deed  of  human  fame  that  was  ever  per- 
formed by  statesman,  monarch  or  conqueror,  since 
the  world  began. 

In  these  great  triumphs  of  humanity,  the  Prison 
Discipline  society  has  borne  a conspicuous  part. — 
The  rapid  progress  of  reform  is  coeval  with  it.  It 
has  served  as  a bond  of  union  and  a medium  of 
communication  to  the  philanthropists  of  the  coun- 
try, and,  in  some  respects,  to  those  of  other  coun- 
tries. Its  reports,  as  was  well  stated  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  inspectors,  have  been  received  abroad 
as  text  books.  Their  annual  appearance  has  been 
the  great  agency  by  which  reform  has  been  effected. 
By  it,  improvements  have  become  known  and  held 
up  to  imitation;  defects  exposed  to  notice,  facts 
recorded,  experience  ascertained,  zeal  encouraged. 
I look  to  them  as  the  means  of  carrying  on  the 
great  work  of  reform;  and  they  are  so  regarded,  I 
am  sure,  by  the  benevolent  public. 

Nor  is  the  merit  of  our  country  less  acknowleged 
abroad,  in  reference  to  this  great  cause.  The  most 
enlightened  European  governments  have  sent  com- 
missions to  examine  the  prisons  in  the  U.  States. 
France  deserves  particular  mention  for  the  humane 
z.eal  she  has  exhibited.  Not  content  with  the  mis- 
sion of  Messrs.  Beaumont  and  Tocqneville,  whose 
instructive  report  is  well  known  to  the  public,  the 
French  government  has,  within  a few  months,  sent 
another  commission  of  three  intelligent  gentlemen, 
charged  with  an  inquiry  into  everymatter  of  prac- 
tical detail;  directed  to  make  plans,  measurements, 
and  drawings,  and  collect  all  the  information  neces- 
sary to  construct  and  put  in  operation  a penitentiary 
on  the  American  system.  The  Prussian  government 
has  also  sent  a commissioner, Dr.  Julius,  deeply  vers- 
ed in  the  subject  of  prison  discipline,  to  examine  the 
institutions  of  this  country.  Inquiries  of  this  kind, 
candidly  pursued  and  communicated,  are  of  the 
most  beneficial  tendency.  They  diffuse  abroad  the 
knowledge  of  all  that  has  been  successfully  attempt- 
ed here  for  the  improvement  of  prisons:  while  the 
comments  of  intelligent  and  candid  foreigners  afford 
us  the  best  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  those  defects  of  our  establishments  and  sys- 
tems to  which  national  partiality  might  blind  us. 

It  is  for  this  reason  I particularly  regret  the  pre- 
vailing tone  of  the  report  of  Mr.  William  Crawford 
to  the  British  government,  on  the  penitentiaries  of 
the  United  States.  I am  not  disposed  to  detract 
from  the  credit  to  which  I understand  that  gentle- 
man is  entitled,  for  his  efforts  to  improve  the  prisons 
of  his  own  country.  I wish  it  had  been  accompanied 
with  a less  apparent  wish  to  disparage  ours.  Com- 


261 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— JUNE  24,  1837— LETTER  FROM  A SENECA  CHIEF. 


me  nd  at  ion  on  most  points  is  relunctantly  bestowed, 
censure  promptly  awarded  throughout  his  report. 
The  peculiar  merits  of  our  penitentiary  discipline 
are  nowhere  placed  in  relief,  and  great  pains  are 
taken  to  inculcate  the  idea  that  the  reforms  in  prison 
discipline  practised  in  the  United  States  are  of 
European  origin.  The  Philadelphia  system  “was 
borrowed  from  Gloucester  and  Glasgow,”  and  the 
Auburn  discipline  is  that  “which  has  been,  with  a 
few  periods  of  intermission,  for  many  years  pursued 
at  the  Maison  de  -Force,  Ghent.”  A note  adds  to 
this  information  the  further  fact,  that  “this  strict 
discipline  at  Ghent  has  not  of  late  been  maintained.” 
On  this  singular  state  of  facts  Mr.  Crawford  insists 
upon  calling  it  the  Ghent  discipline.  [Report, 
pages  18-20.] 

Most  certainly  it  is  of  little  matter  where  a great 
moral  reform  has  had  its  origin.  Wherever  it  ori- 
ginated, most  assuredly  this  system  was  first  ex- 
tensively and  notoriously  applied  in  the  United 
States.  I am  not  aware  that  while  it  existed  at 
Ghent  alone,  (if  with  any  reason  it  can  be  said  it 
ever  did  so  exist),  it  awoke  general  attention,  or 
was  any  where  imitated  in  Europe.  I have  never 
heard  of  commissioners  sent  from  all  the  civilized 
governments  of  Europe  to  study  it  there;  but  if  our 
brethern  in  England  prefer  to  claim  for  Europe 
the  credit  ol  this  germ  of  reform,  although  never 
nourishing  till  transplanted  to  an  American  soil, 
rather  than  admit  that  it  is  here  indigenous,  the 
point  is  not  worth  contesting.  But  the  topic  is 
not  pleasing,  and  I pass  to  higher  considerations. 

Wherever  the  credit  of  the  past  belongs,  enough 
remains  to  be  done  to  task  all  the  powers  and 
means  of  the  friends  of  humanity.  Let  our  only 
rivalry,  as  individuals  or  nations,  be  in  this  field. 
It  was  remarked  by  the  French  commissioners, 
that  “the  worst  as  well  as  the  best  prisons  are  in 
America.”  “Among  the  worst,”  may  be  admitted, 
however  we  regret  the  fact;  “the  very  worst”  I 
think  ought  not  to  be  insisted  upon,  for  certainly  I 
have  read  of  prisons  abroad — nay,  have  seen  them, 
as  bad  as  any  thing  can  be,  this  side  of  the  Great 
Prison.  But  we  have  prisons  among  us,  and  in 
great  numbers,  bad  enough.  Let  us  aim  at  their 
reform.  Let  all  our  county  gaols  and  municipal 
prisons  be  remodelled  on  the  plan  of  the  best  pe- 
nitentiaries. No  cause,  not  even  a regard  for 
economy,  can  be  pleaded  for  neglect  to  do  this,  for 
it  is  a proved  fact  that  a prison  on  the  reformed 
plan  can  support  itself,  which  no  other  prison  ever 
did.  Some  further  improvements  no  doubt  may  be 
made  even  in  our  best  institutions.  The  great  re- 
form of  erecting  asylums  for  poor  lunatics  must  be 
carried  through  the  union;  and  imprisonment  for 
debt  is  not  wholly  done  away  with.  Even  in  this 
commonwealth,  though  nominally  abolished  by  law, 
it  exists  to  an  extent  inconsistent  with  humanity 
and  justice.  But  I need  not  go  farther  in  this  de- 
tail of  those  objects  to  which  the  zealous  efforts  of 
of  this  society  should  be  directed.  The  report  of 
the  managers  will  present  them  in  a proper  light  to 
the  country.  The  great  object,  above  ali  others, 
must  be  to  increase  the  power  of  the  moral  influ- 
ences applied  to  the  subjects  of  prison  discipline, 
and  thereby  to  multiply  the  cases  of  real  reform. 
In  this  way  alone  can  we  hope  to  win  over  those 
parts  of  the  community  which  have  not  yet  been 
brought  to  admit  the  defects  of  the  ancient  penal 
code.  It  was  but  yesterday  that  I read  in  the  news- 
paper a detailed  report  of  a case,  in  one  of  our  sis- 
ter states,  in  which  the  old  punishment  of  the  pil- 
lory and  the  scourge  was  inflicted  on  a hardened 
offender.  It  was  urged  by  the  writer  of  the  report, 
that  Delaware  must  see  proof  that  the  modern  dis- 
cipline is  areal  improvement,  (w'hich  she  had  not 
yet  done),  before  she  abandoned  the  old  punish- 
ments. These  prejudices  can  be  eradicated  only 
by  the  slow,  patient,  but  finally  all-powerful  teach- 
ings of  experience. 

I am  aware  that  this  is  not  the  most  inviting  part 
of  benevolent  labor.  Its  subjects  may  seem  calcu- 
lated rather  to  repel  than  to  invite  sympathy.  But 
if  the  history  of  every  convict  was  written  by  the 
pen  of  truth  over  the  door  of  his  cell,  I believe  the 
only  emotion  it  would  excite  would  be  pity— pro- 
found pity.  I never  heard  one  of  them,  whether  I 
gave  full  credit  or  not  to  his  account  of  himself, 
with  any  other  emotion.  The  greater  part  of  them 
are  always  the  children  of  friendless  destitution.  I 
agree  with  the  chaplain  that  a portion  of  the  con- 
victs are  men  who  have  had  early  means  of  educa- 
tion, but  with  the  great  majority  the  case  is  other- 
wise. And  what  should  any  of  us  have  been  if  in 
our  early  years,  instead  of  being  faithfully  watched, 
tenderly  nursed,  never  trusted  out  of  a pair  of  care- 
ful aims,  it  had  been  our  lot,  as  it  was  that  of  many 
of  these  unfortunate  beings,  as  soon  as  we  were  old 
enough  to  walk,  to  be  driven  with  curses  into  the 
streets  by  the  wretched  authors  of  our  beings?  I 
speak  to  parents.  Have  you  not,  as  you  have  walk- 


ed through  the  workshops  of  a prison,  or  seen  its 
inmates  with  the  badges  of  their  shame  upon  them, 
perhaps  with  guilt  stamped  upon  their  countenan- 
ces silently  paceing  to  their  cells — have  you  not 
often  reflected  that  these  repulsive  objects  were 
once  innocent,  unconscious  children,  like  your  be- 
loved ones?  But  not  favored  like  yours,  at  the  sea- 
son of  life  when  the  seeds  of  character  are  sown,  re- 
turning from  school  every  day,  with  blooming 
cheeks,  and  perhaps  the  testimonials  of  diligence  in 
their  hands;  not  like,  yours,  safely  gathered  at  night 
to  a comfortable  meal,  and  a peaceful  couch,  these 
poor  creatures  were  never  sent  to  any  school  but 
that  of  corrupting. example  in  the  streets  by  day, 
and  at  night  in  the  dens  of  guilty  excess  and  squalid 
want.  But  I forbear,  sir;  I cannot,  after  the  re- 
verend chaplain,  presume  to  tread  this  ground. 

It  is  not  necessary.  I speak  in  the  hearing  of 
Christian  men  and  women,  who  do  not  need  to  be 
taught  that  the  humblest  and  most  degraded  of  our 
race  are  our  equals  in  the  sight  of  heaven. 


LETTER  FROM  A SENECA  CHIEF. 

From  the  Buffalo  Spectator. 

The  subjoined  communication  exhibits  feelings 
as  keen  and  delicate  as  any  class  of  men  possess,  and 
contains  suggestions  relative  to  the  treatment  which 
the  Indians  are  receiving  from  the  whites,  not  un- 
worthy the  consideration  of  those  whose  duty  it  is 
to  protect  them  from  oppression  and  injustice,  as 
well  as  those  who  are  aiming,  by  their  prayers  and 
Christian  efforts,  to  avert  the  judgments  of  God 
from  a guilty  nation.  It  would  be  well,  too,  if  such 
appeals  might  reach  the  ears  and  hearts  of  those 
whose  self-interest  leads  them  to  pursue  the  course 
against  which  this  old  chief  raises  his  remonstrance. 
He  is  a sagacious,  keen  sighted  man,  about  fifty 
years  old,  and  has  long  been  regarded  as  the  leader 
of  the  Pagan  party  on  the  Buffalo  reservation.  But, 
though  a Pagan,  he  is  said  never  to  have  known  the 
taste  of  whiskey,  and  his  integrity  might  well  put 
to  the  blush  men  of  whiter  skin  and  higher  preten- 
sions. The  young  man  whom  he  addresses  is  also 
a Seneca  chief,  who  is  receiving  an  education  at 
Dartmouth  college.  The  letter  grows  out  of  the  diffi- 
culties thrown  in  the  path  of  the  Indians  by  the 
policy  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and 
by  the  efforts  of  a company  of  individuals,  who, 
some  years  since,  purchased  a pre-emptive  right  to 
the  Indian  lands,  and  whose  interest  it  is  to  get  the 
people  away  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  Editor:  A few  days  ago,  the  Indian  chief. 
Big  Kettle,  received  a letter  from  an  Indian  yon  that 
Dartmouth  coliege,  and  came  to  my  house  to  have 
it  read  and  interpreted.  At  his  request,  I forward 
you  the  following  extract  from  his  reply.  He  de- 
sires its  publication,  in  order  that  the  community 
may  become  acquainted  with  the  feelings  and  views 
of  an  old  Indian  chief  in  relation  to  the  subject  of 
which  he  treats.  Yours,  respectfully,  Y. 

My  friend  Hanyiuhgwah:  You  wrote  me  desiring 
to  know  the  state  of  things  among  our  people,  lam 
glad  to  receive  your  letter.  Also  that  you  are  well, 
and  that  we  have  still  mutual  confidence  in  each 
other.  VVe  have  always  been  friends.  I have  been 
favorable  to  your  interest.  I hope  we  may  again 
look  upon  each  other. 

Some  things  are  changed  among  us.  You  used 
to  know  the  feelings  of  Hasenienes.  Once  he 
stood  firm;  but  it  is  now  found  out  that  Deonah- 
gasdah* privately  persuaded  him,  and  we  have  rea- 
son to  say  that  he  bribed  him.  Deonahgasdah  tiled 
to  bribe  me  also.  He  offered  me  $1,000.  I imme- 
diately told  the  chiefs,  I rejected  the  bribe.  But 
Hasenienes  has  told  us  nothing,  as  yet;  and  we 
must  therefore  conclude  that  he  has  retained  the 
bribe. 

Another  of  our  chiefs  has  manfully  exposed  their 
offer  of  $1000.  I mean  Jisgeegeh.  We  know  of  no 
others  who  have  done  so.  Know  now  that  my 
mind  has  not  changed  at  all.  Deonahgasdah  did 
not  at  all  accomplish  his  purpose  at  the  last  council. 
My  influence  prevented  him.  Still  he  threatened, 
at  last,  as  he  went  away,  that  we  should  be  obliged 
to  sell;  and  that  before  the  people  were  aware  of  it, 
they  would  find  Big  Kettle  and  Big  Horns  both 
pulling  the  same  way  together. 

1 wish  you  would  write  to  Washington  for  me. 
Tell  them  it  is  no  use  for  them  to  send  commis- 
sioners to  try  to  buy  us  out.  It  will  avail  nothing. 
It  will  only  be  to  waste  their  money  needlessly. 

Thus  far  we  have  treated  the  government  well. 
We  have  never  done  any  thing  to  offend  the  United 
States;  and  I should  be  surprised  if,  therefore,  they 
should  send  to  try  to  get  us  off  from  our  lands. — 
Yes,  every  body  would  be  surprised,  and  think  it 

*This  word  means  two  huge,  strong  horns,  and  is 
the  name  applied  to  one  of  the  commissioners  who 
attempted  to  make  a treaty  with  the  Indians. 


hard.  For,  consider  how  it  was  in  the  last  war, 
when  the  enemy  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  ri- 
ver. Then  the  government  sent  for  my  aid.  They 
wished  me  to  help  them  along.  And  1 did  so  to  the 
best  of  my  ability.  If,  therefore,  they  should  now 
try  to  drive  me  oil  to  the  west,  it  would  be  surpris- 
ing to  every  body. 

Furthermore,  it  ought  not  to  be  said,  as  Deonah- 
gasdah did  say,  that  he  would  repeat  his  efforts 
every  year  till  he  gets  us  off.  They  are  only  bait- 
ing a fish-hook  for  us,  that,  as  soon  as  we  bite,  they 
may  pull  us,  with  the  hook  in  our  mouths,  to  the 
west.  Reflect.  Even  now  there  is  war  there.  We 
shall  doubtless  fall  into  it,  if  we  go.  Of  course, 
then,  no  one  can  suppose  them  to  wish  for  our  wel- 
fare, if  they  wish  us  to  remove  to  that  country. — 
There  are  great  plains  there,  with  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains behind;  and  they  are  covered  over  with  a war- 
like race  of  men,  perfectly  unprincipled  and  des- 
perate. 

But  if  I should  hear  the  government  advising  us 
to  remain  here  and  do  well,  were  I to  reject  such 
advice,  I should  feel  that  I was,  without  doubt,  sin- 
ning against  God. 

Another  thing — I am  grieved  to  see  what  a great 
business  the  whites  make  of  carrying  off’  our  timber, 
and  I wish  you  would  stop  it.  There  are  some 
strange  things  about  this  business,  which  surprises 
me  exceedingly.  We  have  very  well  understood 
the  laws  of  the  state,  which  fine  a white  man  twen- 
ty-five dollars  for  cutting  a single  tree.  Well,  they 
are  catching  the  timber-thieves  very  frequently. — 
They  prove  it  out  clear  against  them;  they  make 
them  pay  the  fine.  But  who  is  it  that  pockets  the 
money?  The  Indians  get  none  of  it.  This  is  what 
surprises  me.  Every  body  knows  that  when  a man 
steals  from  his  neighbor,  if  he  is  caught,  and  made 
to  restore  his  plunder,  or  pay  for  it,  that  the  resti- 
tution must  be  made  to  the  owner  of  the  property. 
Every  body  should  think  it  strange  if  he  should  be 
allowed  to  pay  it  over  to  some  one  else.  No:  this 
never  can  be  right.  Why,  then,  is  it,  that  they  ne- 
ver pay  us  the  fine-money?  The  timber  was  ours — 
he  stole  it — they  caught  him — the  law  put  its  bands 
on  him,  and  made  him  give  up  his  twenty-five  dol- 
lars. But  the  money,  ah!  we  have  lost  our  timber 
and  our  monev  too.  I must  think  this  is  selfish. — 
Here  is  some  conspiracy  among  them  against  the 
Indians.  I should  think  they  were  honest,  if  they 
would  send  us  the  money.  But  if  they  will  not 
give  it  all,  at  least  let  them  give  half.  I will  be 
willing  to  divide  with  them.  But  I wish  the  go- 
vernment would  see  to  it,  that  we  do  not  lose  our 
timber  and  the  money  also. 

For  myself,  I mean  to  stay  here  as  long  as  God’s 
providence  will  let  me  stay  any  where  in  this 
world.  If  we  should  remove,  we  can  easily  see 
how  it  would  be  with  us.  Here  is  something 
which  makes  it  very  plain.  A few  years  ago  the 
government  told  us  that  at  Green  Bay  we  might 
live  and  flourish  forever.  Some  of  us  went  and  put 
up  our  cabins,  and  just  began  to  live,  and  then  the 
government  sent  and  told  us,  “this  land  is  not  quite 
yours;  you  can  have  a stronger  title  a little  further 
west.”  And,  as  far  as  I can  see,  so  it  will  be  for- 
ever. They  will  tell  us,  a little  further,  and  a little 
further,  and  a little  further,  till  our  grand-children 
shall  be  plunged  in  that  salt  ocean  beyond.  It  is 
plain  to  me  that  the  white  people  will  never  change 
their  disposition.  They  are  so  selfish  that  they  can 
never  get  enough;  and  they  will  tell  our  children 
just  as  they  have  told  us.  We  began  at  the  east 
salt  ocean,  and  have  sold  out  to  them  more  and 
more,  and  more  and  more,  and  yet  they  are  not 
contented;  and  they  never  will  be  contented  till 
the  red  men  are  all  in  the  west  salt  ocean.  The 
more  I see,  the  more  I am  convinced  that  the  white 
man  is  cunning  to  contrive  many  ways  for  cheating 
the  Indians.  He  has  got  many  acres  of  us  for  less 
than  one  cent;  but  his  belly  is  not  full  yet;  no,  and 
never  will  be.  Therefore,  he  ought  to  consider  us. 
I do  not  wish  to  be  under  his  laws;  and  he  ought 
not  to  suffer  the  state  to  throw  its  laws  over  us,  and 
make  us  pay  taxes;  lor  he  ought  to  feel  that  he  has 
eaten  enough  out  of  us  already.  A man  of  a great 
mind  would  compassionate  us.  He  would  reflect, 
when  he  sees  a poor  Indian  coming  along,  “How 
poor  he  is;  what  a change!  Once  he  had  all 
America  in  his  possession.”  And  then  he  will 
think  of  his  own  good  coat,  provisions,  &c.  and  he 
will  at  least  pity  him  enough  to  fill  up  his  pipe  for 
him,  and  let  him  smoke  it  out  in  peace. 

These  are  my  views  or.  these  subjects,  and  I 
thought  I would  let  you  know  them,  and  I re- 
quest you  to  write  to  the  government,  or  at  least 
publish  them,  and  let  people  know  how  an  old 
Indian  chief  feeL  on  these  points.  I am  afraid 
of  the  company  and  ot  the  legislature,  that  they 
mean  to  oppress  the  Indians. 

I will  add,  that  our  forefathers  were  more  kind 
to  their  ancestors  than  they  are  to  us:  for,  when 
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they  came  upon  the  shore,  our  fathers  reached 
out  bread  to  them,  and  treated  them  kindly. 

[ am  a red,  man , and  I hope  in  God  that  it 
the  white  people  oppress  the  Indians,  and  take 
away  what  God  gave  them,  his  righteous  judg- 
ment may  y'et  find  some  way  to  bring  down  the 
white  man,  and  bring  him  under  as  he  now  docs 
us. 

Foil  are  a white  man.  You  know,  then,  what 
is  right.  We  have  but  just  started  in  the  right 
way. 

You  have  our  lands;  the  game  is  all  gone;  vve 
cannot  live  in  that  way;  but  we  have  just  begun 
to  see  the  right  way  to  live  as  the  white  people 
do.  We  are  making  the  experiment;  and  now, 
while  we  are  just  beginning,  it  is  cruel  to  op- 
press us,  and  to  say,  “these  Indians  don’t  know 
how  to  get  along;  let  them  be  driven  away.”  It 
is  cruel,  I sayr,  to  treat  us  so,  just  when  we  are  be- 
ginning to  try  the  right  way. 

Furthermore,  I have  heard  that  the  little  game 
that  is  left,  you  are  covetous  of  it,  and  refuse  to 
let  our  people  hunt,  although  in  the  treaty  you 
did  not  speak  a word  about  buying  up  our  game. 

Once  more,  I will  add,  I have  been  pained  at  the 
white  man’s  doings.  It  seems  to  me  that  he  cannot 
stop.  There  is  no  end  to  him.  He  began  to  take 
our  property,  and,  to  this  day,  he  is  still  doing  it. 
And  when  you  wish  to  get  more  of  me,  your  regu- 
lar course  is  to  send  your  commissioner  to  incline 
me  in  vour  favor.  He  begins  by  calling  me  one- 
side,  and  offering  me  money,  and  he  says,  “you 
shall  receive  this  sum,  year  after  year,  as  long  as 
you  live.”  Now,  I am  ignorant,  but  I can  at  least 
see  as  much  as  this:  If  I should  let  them  have  the 

land,  it  will  become  theirs  as  long  as  their  children 
will  live.  It  grieves  me,  1 say,  to  see  what  you 
have  heretofore  done,  and  still  yon  seem  inclined 
never  to  stop.  Your  children,  also,  will  take  the 
same  course,  and  they  will  never  stop, 

But  I wish  you  would  repent  of  this  course,  and 
if  ever  again  you  attempt  to  buy  out  any  Indians, 
and  remove  them  farther  west,  you  ought  to  conti- 
nue their  annuities  to  their  children’s  children, 
throughout  their  generations.  Your  course  is  dan- 
gerous. The  Great  Almighty  looks  down  upon 
you.  He,  at  least,  sees  the  iniquity  of  your  doings, 
and  you,  also,  might  see  your  dishonesty  towards 
us,  if  you  would  only  look.  This  is  no  small  mat- 
ter, and  you  will  know  it  by  arid  by.  These  are  my 
honest  feelinsrs.  and  T wish,  friend  Hanyinhorw.nh, 
that  you  would  either  send  them  to  Washington,  or 
else  publish  them  to  the  world.  Your  friend. 

his 

BIG  X KETTLE, 
mark. 


INUNDATION  AT  BALTIMORE. 
l'rom  the  American. 

“The  heavy  rains  which  caused  the  great  cala- 
mity of  Wednesday  night,  were  confined  mainly 
to  the  valley  of  Jones’s  Falls,  and  that  though 
Gwynn’s  Falls,  an  adjacent  stream  was  filled,  it  did 
not  overflow  its  banks.  Neither  Great  Gunpowder 
nor  Herring  Run  indicated  a remarkable  height  of 
water.  Eight  of  the  flour  mills  ori  the  stream  sus- 
pended operations  in  consequence  of  damages  of 
different  kinds. 

The  following  facts  are  given  to  show  the  course 
of  the  stream  and  the  nature  of  the  adjacent 
grounds.  The  stream  takes  its  rise  at  what  is  call- 
ed the  Green  Spring,  near  the  twelfth  mile  stone 
on  the  Reisterstown  turnpike  road,  and  has  a course 
of  fourteen  miles  before  it  unites  with  the  river 
Patapsco  at  Baltimore.  About  10  miles  from  the 
city  it  is  joined  by  Rowland’s  run,  the  source  of 
which  is  near  the  York  turnpike  road  about  1 1 
miles  from  the  city.  The  margins  of  these  two 
streams  are  composed  of  high  hills  which,  to  a 
given  poi.d  rise.abruptly  and  afterwards  become 
flattened,  with  an  inclination  towards  the  two 
streams  on  either  side. 

From  this  circumstance  it  happens  that  all  the 
drainage  of  the  triangle  formed  by  the  line  of  the 
Reisterstown  turnpike,  that  of  the  York  turnpike 
and  that  between  which  sources  the  two  are  about 
ten  miles  apart,  including  an  area  of  not  less  than 
fifty  square  miles,  runs  into  Jones’  Falls,  and  dis- 
embogues itself  into  the  basin  of  Baltimore.  The 
source  of  the  stream  at  the  Green  Spring  350  feet 
above  tide,  making  an  average  fall  in  approaching 
Baltimore  of  thirty-two  feet  per  mile,  on  which 
are  situated  the  following  water  powers  at  the  dis- 
tances stated  from  the  city''.  A glance  will  show 
the  immense  value  of  the  stream,  at  the  same  time 
that  its  liability  to  flooding  will  also  be  made  evi- 
dent: 

City  mill  in  the  city. 

Keller  & Foreman’s,  now  Water  Co’s.  do. 

Lanvale  cotton  factory  do. 


Bradford’s  flour  mill 

h mile  from 

the  i 

White’s  do. 

1 do. 

do. 

N.  Tyson’s  do. 

1J  do. 

do. 

Benj.  Ellicott's  do. 

H do. 

do. 

Chas.  Ellicott’s  do. 

If  do. 

do. 

Woodberry  (Cox’s)  do. 

2 do. 

do. 

Rural  (Beatty’s)  do. 

3 do. 

do. 

Washington  factory 

5 do. 

do. 

Penden’s  do. 

H do. 

do. 

Bellona  (Gunpowder  mill) 

6 do. 

do. 

Rockland  (Mellier’s  print- 

work) 

S do. 

do. 

Caton’s  mill 

9 do. 

do. 

The  above  distances  are  taken  from  the  present 
limits  of  the  city.  On  Western  run,  a tributary  of 
Jones’  Falls,  are  the  Pimlico  and  Little  Pimlico 
factories,  with  a fall  of  fifty  feet  in  two  and  a half 
miles.” 

The  corporation  is  actively  engaged  in  removing 
the  filth  arid  dirt  from  the  inundated  streets,  and 
will  speedily  adopt  measures  for  replacing  the 
bridges;  which  all  parties  agree  should  be  so  con- 
structed as  to  cause  as  few  obstructions  as  possible. 
In  no  instance  should  they  have  more  than  one 
arch,  and  that  at  the  highest  elevation. 

A writer  in  the  National  Gazette  request  that  the 
papers  in  Baltimore  should  copy  the  following  sug- 
gestion: 

Baltimore  food.  Information  highly  important 
to  the  science  of  meteorology  should  now  be  re- 
corded while  the  facts  are  yet  fresh  in  the  minds  of 
the  observers.  It  is  particularly  desirable  to  know 
in  what  direction  the  wind  blew  all  round  the  bor- 
ders of  the  storm,  within  ten  or  twelve  miles  from 
its  centre.  I earnestly  request  some  scientific  gen- 
tleman who  may  have  the  leisure  and  lives  near  the 
place  to  collect  all  the  facts  on  this  point  in  his 
power.  If  the  wind  was  strong  its  direction  may' 
lie  ascertained,  in  some  instances,  by  the  direction 
in  w'hich  trees  were  blown dow'ri.  Direct  to  James 
P.  Espy,  Philadelphia. 

P.  S.  At  Philadelphia,  on  the  morning  after  the 
storm  the  wind  and  the  lower  clouds  were  both 
moving  towards  Baltimore,  or  the  S.  S.  W.  while 
the  upper  clouds  were  coming  from  the  S.  W.  At 
3 o’clock,  P.  M.  the  wind  and  the  lower  clouds 
were  still  from  the  N.  N.  E.  while  the upperclouds 
were  from  the  W.  N.  E. 


NEW  YORK  QUARANTINE  LAWS. 

The  committee  on  laws,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
message  of  his  honor  the  mayor,  relative  to  the 
quarantine  laws  and  alien  passengers,  beg  leave 
to  repert  in  part — • 

That  its  members  have  felt  a deep  interest  in  the 
very  important  matters  which  the  mayor  has  so 
promptly,  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  functions, 
brought  before  the  notice  of  this  board;  that  upon  a 
proper  and  discreet  settlement  of  the  interesting 
questions  submitted  in  the  communication,  depend 
the  peace,  prosperity  and  good  order  of  this  city. 

The  immense  numbers  of  persons  arriving  at  thi, 
port,  fleeing  from  the  poverty,  starvation  and  op- 
pression of  Europe,  is  calculated,  certainly,  not 
only  to  excite  our  sympathy  for  these  unfortunate 
beings,  but  to  create  a well-founded  alarm  as  to  the 
results  upon  our  municipal  prosperity,  as  well  as 
the  character  and  morality  of  our  population.  The 
greater  number  of  these  emigrants  (for  there  are 
those  who,  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
bringing  with  them  some  little  property  and  a good 
reputation,  are  calculated  to  add  to  the  resources  of 
the  coinmonw'ealth),  are  absolutely  pennyless  ar,d 
reeking  with  the  accumulated  filth,  which  long  con- 
finement on  ship-board  and  an  habitual  want  of 
cleanliness  produce,  they  almost  immediately  on 
(heir  arrival,  roam  the  streets,  a band  of  houseless 
mendicants,  or  apply  to  your  alms  house  for  succor. 
Crime  succeeds  destitution.  Your  prisons  are  fill- 
ed— your  hospitals  are  crowded  with  them,  and  your 
public  treasure  is  spent  upon  those  who  never  con- 
tributed a cent  to  the  general  welfare. 

It  is  just — it  is  in  accordance  with  the  best  feel- 
ings of  the  human  heart  to  commisserate  the  suf- 
ferings of  humanity,  however  degraded;  but  in  the 
opinion  of  your  committee,  this  city  owes  a para- 
mount duty  to  itself  and  the  country  of  which  it  is 
the  great  emporium.  She  is  bound  by  wise  and 
efficient  laws  to  prevent  the  jails  and  workhouses 
of  Europe  from  pouring  out  on  our  shores  their 
felons  and  their  paupers;  to  prohibit  her  from  intro- 
ducing here  those  whom  she  is  bound  by  every  con- 
sideration of  justice  to  support,  to  prohibit  her  from 
disgorging  on  our  people,  a population  w'ith  prin- 
ciples calculated  to  lower  the  tone  of  moralsand  dis- 
organize the  frame  of  our  republican  institutions. 

During  the  last  year  60,541  passengers  arrived  at 
this  port.  The  number  has  greatly  increased  this 
season,  the  average  being  very  nearly  two  thousand 
a week.  The  alms  house  is  full,  containing  at  this 


moment  3,074,  of  which  three-fourths  are  foreigners. 
In  fact,  our  public  charities  are  principally  for  thebe- 
nejit  of  these  foreigners ; for  of  1,200  persons  admit- 
ted into  the  hospital  at  Bellevue,  982  were  aliens. 
The  expense  of  the  alms  house  establishment  and  its 
dependencies  last  year  amounted  to  $205,506  63-100 

These  facts  and  considerations  call  for  a rigid 
enforcement  of  the  quarantine  and  health  law's  on 
the  part  of  our  executive  magistrate,  and  your  com- 
mittee have  great  satisfaction  in  stating  that  with 
some  amendments  the  remedy  for  the  evils  arising 
from  landing  alien  passengers  at  Amboy  and  else- 
where may  be  obtained,  the  public  treasure  saved 
from  dilapidation,  and  the  rights  of  the  city  protect- 
ed and  enforced. 

The  act  of  the  congress  of  the  United  States  ap- 
proved the  28th  of  June  1834,  entitled  “an  act  giv- 
ing the  consent  of  congress  to  an  agreement  or 
compact  entered  into  between  the  state  of  New 
York  and  the  state  of  New  Jersey  respecting  the 
territorial  limits  and  jurisprudence  of  said  states,” 
contains  the  compact  which  was  doubtless  made 
with  an  immediate  view  to  the  evils  under  which 
W’e  are  now  laboring.  Article  third  grants  to  this 
state  jurisdiction  of  and  over  all  the  waters  of  the 
bay  of  New  York,  &c.  subject  to  certain  rights  of 
property  and  jurisdiction  of  New  Jersey,  w hich  are 
thus  set  forth:  “the  state  of  New  Jersey  shall  have 
the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  and  over  the  wharves, 
docks  and  improvements  made  and  to  be  made  on 
the  shores  of  said  state,  and  on  and  over  all  vessels 
aground  on  said  shore  or  fastened  1o  any  such  w harf 
or  dock,  except  that  the  said  vessels  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  quarantine  or  health  laws  in  relation  to 
passengers -of  the  state  of  New  York,  which  now 
exist  or  w'hich  may  hereafter  be  passed.” 

There  is  a similar  provision  touching  the  health 
laws  of  New  Jersey  on  our  part  in  regard  to  the 
territory  extending  from  Woodbridgc  creek  south- 
erly to  Princes  bay,  and  which,  as  your  committee 
believe,  includes  the  city  of  Perth  Amboy.  There 
are  thus  mutual  duties  and  obligations  under  this 
compact  on  either  side,  and  your  committee  do  not 
doubt  that  the  state  of  New  Jersey  (indeed  there 
are  the  best  feelings  manifested  by  the  authorities 
of  Jersey  City  and  Newark)  w'ili  see  that  no  da- 
mage comes  to  her  sister  state  through  any'  avenue 
which  she  can  close.  Your  committee  therefore 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolvcil,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  board, 
that  the  mayor  be  requested  to  enter  into  a corres- 
pondence with  the  executives  of  the  states  of  New 
Jersey  and  New  York,  and  such  other  persons  as 
to  him  may  seem  proper,  touching  the  enforcement 
of  the  health  laws  and  passenger  act. 

Resolved,  That  this  board  approve  the  decision  of 
his  honor  the  mayor,  in  raising  the  amount  of  com- 
mutation money  heretofore  paid  by  foreign  passen- 
gers. M.  C.  PATERSON,  chairman. 

D.  RANDALL. 


'”HE  U.  S.  TREASURY  AND  THE  STATES. 

The  following  documents  have  been  communi- 
cated to  the  legislature  of  Virginia  by  the  treasurer 
of  that  state: 


Treasury  department,  June  12,  1837. 

To  Hie  hon.  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates: 

Sir:  On  the  8th  instant,  I addressed  a letter  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a copy: 

Virginia,  treasury  office,  June  8,  1837. 
The  following  is  a list  of  transfer  drafts  received 
at  this  office,  viz: 

No.  226,  dated  May  3d,  on  the  Girard  bank  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, for  $57,000  00 

No.  227,  dated  May  3d,  on  the  Union 
bank  of  New  York,  for  100,000  00 

No.  238,  dated  May  30th,  National  bank 
of  New  York,  for  60,000  00 

No.  239,  dated  May  30th,  Mechanics’ 

bank  of  New  York,  for  40,000  09 

No.  240,  dated  May  31st,  Farmers' bank 
of  Virginia,  Richmond,  200,000  00 

No.  241,  dated  May  31st,  Bank  ofKen- 
tucky,  Louisville,  135,000  00 

No.  242,  dated  May  31st,  Northern 

bank  of  Kentucky,  Louisville,  140,809  33 


Amounting  in  all  to  the  sum  of  $732,809  33 
That  being  the  amount  to  be  deposited  with  the 
treasurer  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  on  the  1st  day  of 
July  next,  agreeably' to  the  provisions  of  the  i 3th 
section  of  the  act  of  congress,  to  regulate  the  depo- 
sits of  the  public  money,  approved  23d  June,  1836. 
Draft  No.  226  directs  the  Girard  bank  of  Philadel- 
phia to  pay  to  the  slate  of  Virginia  $57,000,  to  be 
placed  to  my  credit  (John  Campbell,  treasurer  of  the 
U.  S.)  by  that  state,  payable  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
commonw’ealth,  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1837,  or  or- 
der, agreeably  to  an  instruction  from  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  of  the  2d  inst,  (May).  The  act  of 
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congiess  directs  the  money  to  be  deposited  with  the 
state;  and  the  act  of  the  Virginia  legislature  directs 
me  “to  receive,  on  the  terms  recited  in  the  13th  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  congress,  the  proportion  of  the 
moneys  thereby  directed  to  be  deposited  with  the 
several  states,  that,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
that  section,  may,  can  or  ought  to  be  deposited  with 
this  state.”  There  is  no  authority  given  to  the 
treasurer  to  collect  money  out  of  the  state.  It  is 
therefore  important  lor  me  to  know  whether  by  the 
terms  instructions  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
used  in  the  draft,  I am  to  understand  that  the  banks 
have  been  instructed  to  deposite  with  the  treasurer 
of  this  state,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1837,  the  amount  of 
the  respective  drafts.  If  they  have  not  been  in- 
structed to  make  such  deposite,  then  what  is  it  that 
you  expect  of  me  under  the  laws  of  congress  and  of 
the  state,  referred  to  above? 

Be  pleased  to  let  me  hear  from  you  a3  early  as 
your  convenience  will  permit,  as  our  legislature 
will  be  in  session  on  Monday  next,  and  it  is  desira- 
ble that  this  matter  should  be  distinctly  understood 
then.  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  BURFOOT,  treas.  com. 

To  this  letter,  the  secretary  made  the  following 
reply,  viz: 

Treasury  department,  June  10,  1S37. 

Sir:  I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  8th  inst. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  ‘'-whether  by  the  terms 
instructions  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  used 
in  the  drafts,  I am  (you  are)  to  understand  that  the 
banks  have  been  instructed  to  deposite  with  the  trea- 
surer of  this  state  on  the  1st  of  J uly,  1837,  the  amount 
of  the  respective  drafts?”  I have  to  state,  that  the 
expression  used  by  the  treasurer  of  the  U.  States  in 
the  drafts  referred  to  is  the  same  as  contained  in  the 
former  drafts  for  the  instalments  of  deposite  payable 
in  January  and  April  last,  and  is  his  notice  of  the 
directions  under  which  he  issues  the  drafts.  It  has 
no  reference  to  any  separate  instructions  given  to 
the  bank3  by  this  department.  It  may  be  proper, 
however,  to  explain,  that,  at  the  time  the  transfers 
are  directed  to  be  issued,  the  banks  in  which  they 
are  to  be  placed  are  requested,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
two  former  instalments,  to  pay  the  amount  of  each 
to  the  proper  officer  of  the  state,  upon  his  executing 
the  acknowledgment  required  by  the  piovisions  of 
the  law,  leaving  it  to  that  officer  and  the  banks  to 
arrange,  as  may  be  found  mutually  convenient,  the 
place  of  payment. 

But  should  payment  for  the  transfer  drafts,  issued 
in  favor  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  for  the  instalments 
of  deposite  payable  on  the  firstof  July,  be  not  made 
in  a currency  or  under  circumstances  acceptable  to 
that  sate,  I have  to  request  that  they  may  be  re- 
turned to  this  department,  in  order  that  this  subject, 
so  very  embarrassing  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
public  deposites,  may  be  laid  before  congress  at  its 
approaching  session,  agreeably  to  the  request  con- 
tained inthepostsciiptofmy  recent  letter, enclosing 
a portion  of  the  transfer  drafts.  I am,  sir,  very  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec’ry  of 'the  treasury. 

L.  Burfoot,  treasurer  state  of  Virginia,  Richmond. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  list  of  drafts  referred  to  in 
my  letter  to  the  secretary,  that  some  of  the  drafts 
are  on  banks  in  Kentucky,  some  on  banks  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  and  the  Farmers’  bank  of 
this  place.  Neither  of  the  banks  on  which  the 
drafts  are  drawn  redeems  its  notes  in  specie  at  this 
time;  and,  from  the  general  embarrassed  state  of 
the  currency  of  the  country,  I apprehend  that  they 
will  not  for  some  time  to  come.  By  the  act  of  the 
last  session  of  the  legislature,  chartering  the  Ex- 
change bank  of  Virginia,  and  increasing  the  capital 
stock  of  the  existing  banks,  I am  directed  to  sub- 
scribe on  behalf  of  the  state  to  those  institutions, 
arid  to  pay  the  state’s  subscription.  The  payments 
are  required  to  be  made  in  specie.  As  I have  not 
received  the  money  out  of  which  those  subscriptions 
are  to  be  paid,  and  do  not  expect  to  receive  it  in 
specie,  owing  to  the  embarrassed  condition  of  the 
public  deposites,  mentioned  by  the  secretary,  I feel 
much  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  course  proper  to  be 
pursued  by  me.  I therefore  respectfully  ask  the 
legislature  to  instruct  me  expressly  as  to  the  course 
I shall  pursue  in  relation  to  the  deposites  lor  July 
and  October.  Very  respectfully  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, L.  BURFOOT, 

Treasurer  of  commonwealth. 


THE  RIOT  AT  BOSTON. 

The  following  account  of  the  riot  at  Boston  on 
the  11th  instant  appears  to  have  been  prepared  with 
deliberation,  and  after  full  inquiry  and  consultation: 
From  the  Boston  Courier  of  Tuesday. 

The  Sunday  riot.  Owing  to  the  numerous  and 
conflicting  stories  which  were  in  circulation  on 
Sunday  evening,  we  found  it  impossible  to  give  in 


yesterday’s  paper  a circumstantial  account  of  the 
riot  and  battle  between  a portion  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment and  their  friends  and  some  of  the  Irish  popu- 
lation of  Broad  street  and  its  vicinity.  We  were 
not  present  upon  the  ground  until  a full  hour  after 
the  battle  had  commenced,  and  lound  it  impossible 
to  collect,  from  the  thousand  different  versions  of 
the  origin  of  the  allfay,  any  tw;o  which  agreed  in 
their  essential  particulars. 

The  first  disturbance  commenced  between  some 
members  of  engine  company  No.  20  and  a number 
of  Irishmen,  who  were  waiting  near  East  street  to 
form  a funeral  procession.  One  of  the  enginemen 
was  maltreated,  and  a fight  commenced,  but  the 
officers  of  the  engine  succeeded  in  calling  off'  the 
members  and  inducing  them  to  retire  to  the  house. 
Before  they  had  reached  it,  however,  they  were  set 
upon  by  the  Irishmen,  several  of  the  members  se- 
verely beaten  and  the  company  overpowered.  An 
alarm  of  fire  was  then  given,  acd  assistance  sent  for, 
while  the  funeral  procession  formed,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding onwards  through  Broad  street.  The  com- 
pany of  No.  9,  in  proceeding  in  quest  of  the  fire, 
turned  suddenly  upon  the  procession,  near  the  foot 
of  Summer  street,  and  their  hose  carriage  whirled 
into  the  midst  of  it,  breaking  their  ranks,  and  caus- 
ing considerable  confusion.  This  was,  of  course, 
unintentional.  But  it  was  otherwise  regarded  by 
the  scattered  procession,  the  members  of  which  im- 
mediately armed  themselves  from  a woodpile  in  the 
vicinity,  and  commenced,  with  hideous  shouts,  an 
indiscriminate  attack  upon  the  companies.  Nos. 

C and  14,  who  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  the  funeral 
immediately  after,  were  also  attacked  by  other  parts 
of  the  procession,  at  about  the  same  time.  The 
firemen  w'ere  beaten  down,  bruised  and  driven  from 
their  engine,  and  several  of  them  were  severely  in- 
jured. 1 hey  were,  however,  quickly  reinforced, 
and  a general  fight  commenced,  in  which  the  Irish- 
men were  worsted,  and  were  driven  slowly,  but 
gradually,  down  Broad  street. 

A rush  was  made  by  the  Irish  to  obtain  posses- 
sion of  Purchase  street,  and  attack  the  firemen,  by 
showering  down  stones  and  brickbats  upon  them, 
from  this  more  elevated  situation.  But  they  were 
pressed  upon  and  driven  back  by  their  opponents, 
who  rushed  up  from  the  intervening  streets  and 
alleys,  at  manifest  disadvantage,  and  regardless  of 
life  and  limb,  driving  them  back,  step  by  step, 
sometimes  retreating  when  the  Irishmen  rallied,  or 
their  ammunition  was  expended,  but  always  regain- 
ing their  vantage  ground,  until  the  latter  were  dri- 
ven into  Broad  street,  beyond  the  corner  of  Pur- 
chase street.  A house  in  Purchase  street,  near 
Gibb’s  Jane,  where  several  Irishmen  had  taken  re- 
fuge, and  whence  some  missiles  were  thrown,  was 
attacked  and  its  windows  broken;  but  the  principal 
work  of  destruction  was  carried  on  near  the  junc- 
tion of  this  street  with  Broad  street,  and  the  imme- 
diate vicinity. 

A gang  of  stout  boys  and  loafers,  who  had  fol- 
lowed the  fireman,  at  such  a distance  that  they 
might  be  protected  from  the  dangers,  and  at  the 
same  time  participate  in  the  mischief  of  the  affray, 
attacking  the  Irish  houses  in  the  rear  of  the  scene 
of  combat,  tearing  to  pieces  and  destroying  every 
thing  wantonly  and  recklessly.  The  houses  were 
sacked,  their  contents  thrown  into  the  streets,  and 
every  thing  demolished  as  speedily  as  possible. 
Beds,  bedding,  furniture,  trunks  and  the  contents  of 
two  or  three  small  groceries  near  by,  were  strewed 
about,  and  almost  every  person  seemed  engaged  in 
destroying  something  or  other.  A number  of  Irish- 
men, who  had  concealed  themselves  in  the  cellars, 
were  dragged  out.  surrounded,  and  beaten  unmer- 
cifully with  clubs  and  sticks.  Here  every  thing 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  mob.  The  only  redeeming 
spirit  which  was  discernible  among  them,  was  their 
conduct  towards  the  women  and  children,  who 
were  led  out  unmolested,  no  one  offering  them 
harm  or  insult.  Purchase  street,  at  the  foot  of 
Washington  avenue,  was  covered  with  feathers, 
emptied  from  the  beds,  apparently  several  inches 
in  depth.  A miscellaneous  looking  personage,  with 
a broken  wheel  barrow,  was  engaged  in  trundling 
brick  bats  from  one  of  the  houses,  the  chimney  of 
which  had  been  pulled  down,  to  the  scene  of  action. 
The  contest  on  the  part  of  the  Irishmen  soon  clos- 
ed. Most  of  those  who  attempted  to  keep  up  the 
fight  were  seized  by  the  firemen  and  others,  and 
conveyed  to  jail.  When  the  military  made  their 
appearance,  about  three  hours  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  affray,  the  battle  was  over,  and  those 
who  were  engaged  in  the  destruction  of  property 
quickly  desisted. 

No  person  was  killed,  although  many  were  more 
or  less  injured.  Mr.  Sears,  formerly  foreman  of 
hook  and  ladder  company  No.  2,  was  severely 
wounded,  but  is  expected  to  recover. 

The  examination  of  those  of  the  rioters  who  have 
been  apprehended,  will  take  place  at  the  police 


court  this  morning  at  ten  o’clock.  Several  were 
brought  up  yesterday  and  discharged  upon  their 
recognizance  to  appear  at  the  examination.  A large 
number  of  persons  were  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
court  house  a great  part  of  the  day,  and  some  angry 
feeling  was  manifested,  but  there  was  no  disturb- 
ance. 

We  heard  it  mentioned,  as  a singular  instance  of 
the  pugnacity  of  the  Irish  who  were  engaged  in  the 
row,  that  three  of  them,  who  had  been  consigned  to 
the  same  cell  on  Sunday  evening,  having  no  Yan- 
kees to  contend  with,  got  to  fighting  among  them- 
selves in  jail,  and  had  to  be  separated. 

It  is  impossible  now  to  state  with  perfect  accuracy 
the  origin  of  these  riotous  proceedings,  or  to  decide 
who  was  the  first  aggressor.  The  transactions  of 
the  day  have  no  parallel  in  the  history  of  Boston. 
God  grant  they  may  ever  remain  so!  Whatever 
paily  may  have  been  most  to  blame  in  the  com- 
mencement, no  man  can  pass  through  Broad  street, 
the  principal  scene  of  outrage,  without  sympathy 
for  the  miserable  beings  whose  dwellings  and  fur- 
niture were  subjected  to  the  resentment  of  a portion 
ol  our  population.  It  does  not  appear  to  us  that 
any  provocation  on  the  part  of  the  Irishmen  in  the 
first  instance  could  justify  an  assault  on  their 
dwellings  and  the  destruction  of  their  property.  We 
looked  at  the  scene  for  a few  moments  yesterday 
morning  with  a sickening  sensation.  Several  houses 
(we  did  not  count  them,  but  suppose  they  were 
from  twenty  to  thirty,  each  of  which  was  probably 
the  residence  of  nearly  as  many  families),  exhibit- 
ed, in  the  broken  doors  and  windows,  the  sad  ef- 
fects of  popular  indignation.  Near  the  junction  of 
Broad  and  Purchase  streets  the  surface  of  the 
ground  was  covered  with  the  contents  of  feather 
beds,  which  had  been  ripped  open  and  thrown  from 
the  houses,  with  the  remnants  of  other  household 
necessaries,  which  crying  women  andsqualid  chil- 
dren W'ere  endeavoring  to  collect.  The  number  of 
women,  with  infants  in  their  arms,  who  thronged 
the  streets,  at  the  time  we  W'ere  there,  we  should 
judge  from  recollection  to  be  not  less  than  a hun- 
dred. These  must  have  been  innocent  of  any  pro- 
vocation, and  their  circumstances  appeal  strongly 
to  humanity  lor  relief  and  recompense.  The  Irish 
may  be  charged  with  wrong  at  the  commencement 
of  the  difficulty,  but  it  will  not  do  to  impute  to 
them  the  destruction  of  their  ow  n property  and  the 
demolition  of  the  doors  and  windows  of  their  own 
dwellings.  YVe  trust  that  the  proper  authorities 
will  not  relinquish  investigation  till  some  of  the 
offenders  shall  have  been  detected,  and  that  suitable 
atonement  will  be  made  to  the  injured  and  suffer- 
ing party. 


THE  PUBLIC  LANDS— PRE-EMPTION 
LAWS. 

From  the  Globe  of  the  1 Sth  inst. 

We  invite  the  attention  of  settlers  on  public  lands 
surveyed  and  not  yet  brought  info  market,  to  the 
annexed  circular  letter  of  the  commissioner  of  the 
general  land  office,  as  containing  information,  no 
doubt,  highly  important  to  the  interests  of  a large 
class  of  settlers,  who  will  thereby  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  securing  the  lands  which  they  occupy — 
their  homes  and  improvements — under  the  attorney 
general’s  liberal  and  just  construction  of  the  pre- 
emption laws,  without  being  reduced  to  the  neces- 
sity of  competing  lor  their  homesteads  with  the 
moneyed  speculator. 

We  would  take  leave  to  recommend  to  all  coun- 
try editors  in  Missouri,  Illinois,  Indiana  and  else- 
where, wherever  surveyed  lands  yet  remain  to  be 
brought  into  market,  to  give  the  commissioner’s 
circular  and  notice,  one  or  more  insertions,  as  mat- 
ter of  peculiar  interest  to  their  readers. 

Important  to  pre-empiors  of  public  laiVs,  who  have 
not  secured  their  claims  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  congress  of  19 th  June,  1834. 

Settlers  on  public  land's  having  the  right  of  pre- 
emption under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  congress 
of  19th  June,  1834,  and  who  have  hitherto  been 
unable  to  secure  the  same,  for  the  reasons  set  forth 
in  the  subjoined  letter,  will  find  it  to  their  interest 
to  exhibit  the  proofs  of  their  claims  to  the  proper 
land  officers,  immediately  (where  the  presence  of 
the  township  plats  at  the  district  land  office  will 
enable  them  so  to  do),  or,  in  all  cases,  so  soon  as 
the  plats  shall  have  been  received  at  such  office. 

By  observing  such  timely  proceeding,  much  de- 
triment may  be  avoided  by  claimants,  arising  from 
the  decease  or  removal  of  witnesses;  and  as  a public 
sale  may  shortly  be  proclaimed  of  a considerable 
portion  of  the  lands  thus  situated,  the  precise  desig- 
nation of  which  has  not  yet  been  determined  on, 
much  benefit  will  result  in  having  the  testimony  in 
support  of  pre-emption  rights  fully  examined,  and 
definitively  acted  on,  prior  to  such  sale. 
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To  enable  parties  interested  to  observe  this  re- 
commendation, registers  ot'land  oliices  are  request- 
ed to  give  public  notice,  from  time  to  time,  of  the 
township  piats  received. 

J A.  8-  WHITCOMB,  commissioner. 
General  land  office,  June  17,  1837. 

CIRCULAR  TO  REGISTERS  AND  RECEIVERS  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  LAND  OFFICES. 

Generul  land  office,  June  9,  1S37. 
Gentlemen:  It  has  been  decided,  that  the  act  of 
congress  approved  on  the  19lh  of  June,  1834,  en- 
titled “an  act  to  revive  the  act  entitled  ‘an  act  to 
grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the  public 
lauds,’  approved  May  twenty-nine,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty,”  revives,  also,  therewith 
the  actof  congress  approved  on  the  14th  July,  1832, 
entitled  “an  act  supplemental  to  the  act  ‘granting 
the  right  of  pre-emption  to  settlers  on  the  public 
lands,’  approved  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  May, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty;”  the  language  of  which 
is  as  follows; 

“Be  it  enacted,  <§'C.  That  all  the  occupants  and 
settlers  upon  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  who 
are  entitled  to  a pre-emption  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  congress  approved  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  and 
who  have  not  been,  or  shall  not  be,  enabled  to  make 
proof  and  enter  the  same  within  the  time  limited  in 
said  act,  in  consequence  of  the  public  surveys  not 
having  been  made  and  returned,  or  where  the  land 
was  not  attached  to  any  land  district,  or  where  the 
same  has  been  reserved  from  sale  on  account  of  a 
disputed  boundary  between  any  state  and  territory, 
the  said  occupants  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  the 
said  lands  on  the  same  conditions,  in  every  respect, 
as  are  prescribed  in  said  act,  within  one  year  after 
the  surveys  are  made,  or  the  land  attached  to  a land 
district,  or  the  boundary  line  established;  and  if  the 
said  lands  shall  be  proclaimed  for  sale  before  the 
expiration  of  one  year  as  aforesaid,  then  they  shall 
be  entered  before  the  sale  thereof. 

S?c.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  occu- 
pants upon  fractions  shall  be  permitted,  in  like  man- 
ner, to  enter  the  sane-"1,  so  as  not  to  exceed  in  quan- 
tity one  quarter  section;  and  if  the  infractions  ex- 
ceed a quarter  section,  the  occupants  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  to  in- 
clude his  or  their  improvement,  at  the  price  afore- 
said.” 

The  intention  of  (he  actof  14th  of  July,  1S32, 
being  to  grant  an  extension  of  time  wherein  to 
establish  and  pay  for  their  valid  claims,  to  those 
who,  although  settlers  and  cultivators  in  the  mode 
and  at  the  time  contemplated  by  the  original  act, 
W'ere  nevertheless  debarred  from  receiving  its  bene- 
fits by  reason  of  the  surveys,  which  were  in  process 
of  execution  within  the  legal  term,  not.being  offi- 
cially returned  and  filed  in  the  land  district  office 
until  after  the  expiration  of  such  term,  it  has  been 
determined  to  be  but  a fair,  plain,  and  satisfactory 
interpretation  of  the  law,  that  the  same  remedial 
benefits  are  designed  to  be  revived  and  extended  to 
those  who,  under  precisely  similar  circumstances, 
were  unable  to  avail  themselves  of  the  act  of  29th 
of  May,  1830,  revived  by  that  of  the  19th  of  June, 
1834. 

Under  this  construction  of  the  law,  an  actual 
settler  or  occupant  of  a quarter  section,  fractional 
quarter  section,  or  of  a fractional  section  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  or  of  two 
adjacent  and  contiguous  legal  subdivisions  of  a 
fractional  section,  (which  subdivisions  are  designed 
by  the  law  to  conform  to  the  quantity  of  half-quarter 
sections  as  nearly  as  practicable),  who  cultivated  the 
same  in  the  year  1S33,  and  had  possession  thereof 
on  the  19th  of  June,  1834,  and  who  was  not  enabled 
to  make  proof,  and  enter  the  same  prior  to  the  19th 
of  June,  1836,  (the  term  limited  by  the  act  of  19th 
of  June,  1834),  in  consequence  of  the  survey  of 
the  township  not  being  made  and  completed,  and 
the  official  plat  thereof  returned  to  and  filed  in  the 
district  land  office  on  or  prior  to  the  19th  of  June, 
1336,  may  be  permitted  to  file  proof  of  his  or  her 
right  of  pre-emption  thereto,  on  the  terms  and  in 
the  mode  prescribed  by  the  act  of  19th  June,  1834, 
at  any  time  within  one  year  after  the  plats  of  the 
survey  of  such  lands  shall  have  been  filed  in  your 
office,  as  contemplated  by  the  act  of  14th  of  July, 
1832. 

To  entitle  the  settler  to  the  benefits  of  the  law, 
it  is  requisite  that  the  survey  of  the  township 
wherein  his  claim  lies,  should  have  been  in  process 
of  execution  in  the  field  during  the  term  of  the 
operation  of  the  act  of  19th  of  June,  1834.  The 
right  to  locate  eighty  acres  elsewhere,  usually  call- 
ed “a  float,”  will  also  accrue  in  cases  where  two 
persons  cultivated,  in  the  year  1833,  the  same  tract 
of  land,  and  had  possession  thereof  on  the  19th  of 
June,  1884;  such  Boats  may  be  located  on  any 


surveyed  public  land,  (not  otherwise  appropriated), 
in  the  same  land  district,  before  the  day  appointed 
by  the  president's  proclamation  for  the  commence- 
ment of  the  sale  of  the  township,  or  fractional 
township,  or  part  of  a township,  including  such 
tract,  but  not  subsequent  to  such  date:  Provided 
however.  That  such  claims  be  located  and  paid  foi 
at  the  time  when  proof  and  payment  are  made,  and 
certificate  of  purchase  issued  on  the  original  claim. 

You  are  particularly  reminded  that  “(ioaling 
rights,”  (so  called),  cannot  accrue  where  the  culti- 
vation was  made  jointly  by  the  two  first  actual  set- 
tlers claiming  the  right  of  pre-emption,  and  where 
the  interest  of  the  parties,  in  the  cultivation  as  well 
as  in  the  proceeds  thereof,  was  a joint  and  undivided 
interest. 

The  right,  on  the  contrary,  can  accrue  only  in 
cases  where  such  two  first  actual  settlers  shall  show, 
most  explicitly  and  satisfactorily,  that  their  inte- 
rests in  the  cultivation,  as  well  as  in  the  proceeds 
thereof,  were  separate  and  distinct. 

It  is  especially  enjoined  on  you  to  use  every 
practicable  precaution  to  guard  against  any  fraudu- 
lent attempt  to  obtain  floats;  and  in  no  case  to 
grant  them  where  you  are  not  entirely  satisfied  of 
their  genuineness,  and  after  you  shall  have  closely 
scrutinized,  with  all  deligence  and  fidelity,  the  va- 
rious circumstances  set  forth  in  the  evidence. 

You  must,  moreover,  never  fail  to  bear  in  mind 
that  the  two  first  actual  settlers,  herein  alluded  to, 
are  persons  who  acted  tor  themselves,  and  not  in 
the  capacity  of  hired  men  or  children. 

The  testimony  must  in  all  cases  be  required  to 
state  the  facts  of  the  cultivation  and  possession, 
and  all  important  circumstances  connected  there- 
with, explicitly' and  specifically,  and  not  merely  in 
general  terms;  and  must,  as  heretofore,  be  trans- 
mitted to  this  office,  accompanied  by  the  appro- 
priate certificates  of  purchase. 

All  receipts  ar,d  certificates  issued  in  pursuance 
of  this  construction  of  the  law,  are  to  refer  in  the 
heading  to  the  date  of  this  circular  letter;  and 
where  two  pre-emptors  acquire  floats,  the  certificate 
of  purchase  granted  on  the  original  pre-emption 
right  is  to  refer  to  the  numbers  of  the  certificates 
issued  for  the  floats;  and,  vice  versa,  the  certificates 
issued  for  the  floats  are  to  refer,  in  the  heading,  to 
the  number  of  the  certificate  granted  for  the  origi- 
nal claim. 

To  enable  you  to  act  under  these  instructions,  the 
surveyor  general  will  be  directed  to  furnish  you 
with  explicit  information  as  to  the  townships,  the 
surveys  of  which  were  in  process  of  execution  in  the 
field  between  the  19th  of  June,  1834,  and  19th  of 
June,  1836. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  township  plats,  the 
register  will  certify  thereon  the  date  when  received, 
and  transmit  to  this  office,  monthly,  a list  of  all 
such  plats,  indicating  the  dates  when  received.  I 
am,  very  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  obedient 
servant,  JAS.  WHITCOMB,  commissioner. 
The  register  of  the  land  office  and  receiver  oj'  public 
moneys  at  . 


LETTER  OF  MR.  TALLMADGE. 

Poughkeepsie,  June  Gift,  1837. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Argus: 

Dear  sir;  I have  just  seen  the  comments  of  the 
New  York  Evening  Post  on  the  meeting  held  at 
Poughkeepsie  in  relation  to  the  issue  of  small  bills 
by  the  banks;  and  I beg  to  correct,  through  the  co- 
lumns of  the  Argus,  the  errors  into  which  the  Post 
has  fallen.  It  is  true,  I signed  the  notice  for  such 
a meeting,  and,  although  I did  not  attend  it,  I ap- 
proved then,  as  I do  now,  of  its  object,  which  was 
very  different  from  that  represented  in  the  Post. — 
The  object  was  not  to  repeal  the  law  prohibiting 
the  circulation  of  small  hills,  but  to  suspend  its 
operation  during  the  suspension  of  specie  payments. 

I was  one  of  the  earliest  advocates  for  a prohibition 
of  the  small  bills,  and  I believe  the  measure  recom- 
mended by  the  Poughkeepsie  meeting,  is  the  surest 
means  of  preserving  that  Jaw.  Without  its  suspen- 
sion during  the  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
there  is  much  danger  that  the  inconveniences  felt 
by  the  whole  community  for  the  want  of  small 
change,  will  begel  a very  strong  feeling  in  the  pub- 
lic mind,  against  the  law  itself,  which  may  be  ear- 
lier! into  the  next  legislature,  and  cause  a total  re- 
vival, instead  of  a suspension  of  it.  I may  mis- 
judge in  this  matter,  but  I know  this  to  be  the  de- 
liberate opinion  of  many  of  the  warmest  fiiends  of 
the  original  passage  of  that  act;  and  that  the  mode 
recommended  by  the  meeting  was  deemed  the  best 
means  to  preserve  the  law,  and  to  give  full  effect  to 
its  provisions  on  the  resumption  of  specie  payments 
by  the  banks.  Already  those  inconveniences  are 
felt,  and  already  is  the  country  flooded  with  small 
bills  from  the  adjoining  states.  I cannot  appreciate 
that  policy  which  would  increase  our  circulation 
by  a spurious  currency'  from  abroad,  instead  of 


giving  to  tile  community  the  bills  of  ourown  banks, 
which  are  under  ourown  control;  of  whose  sol- 
vency we  have  no  doubt,  and  for  the  safety  of 
whose  issues  ample  provision  is  made  by  ourown 
laws.  There  is,  to  my  mind,  also,  an  inconsisten- 
cy in  authorising  the  suspension  oi  specie  payments 
by  the  banks,  and,  at  the  same  time  requiring  the 
people  to  transact  their  business  in  a currency  that 
cannot  be  had,  and  which  they  cannot  in  any  way 
command.  That  this  is  true  is  evinced  by  the  fact, 
that  specie  is  not  in  circulation  for  small  change, 
and  that  the  small  bills  from  other  slates  now  form 
the  circulating  medium  in  its  stead,  notwithstand- 
ing their  circulation  is  in  direct  continvention  of  a 
penal  law  of  this  state,  whose  provisions  have  been 
strictly  observed  until  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks,  but  which  are  now  violated 
from  necessity  and  not  from  choice. 

The  editor  of  the  Rost  is  pleased  to  remark,  that 
my  speech  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
about  a year  since  on  the  deposite  act,  in  which  I 
ventured  some  views  in  relation  to  cur  credit  sys- 
tem, “was  duly  copied  into  the  whig  papers  with 
great  applause,”  & c.  Seeing  those  papers  but  sel- 
dom, I was  not  aware  how  extensively  it  had  been 
copied  or  applauded  by  them.  I was,  however,  at 
that  time  in  the  regular  receipt  of  the  Evening 
Post,  and  I do  not  recollect  to  have  seen  that  speech 
copied  into  its  columns,  and  am  not  aw'are  that  its 
readers  have  ever  been  favored  with  my  views  on 
that  subject,  to  enable  them  to  form  an  opinion  of 
the  correctness  of  the  animadversions  of  the  Post. 
Those  views  I believed  correct  at  the  time,  and  I 
have  seen  nothing  since  to  change  them.  I have 
no  disguise  about  my  opinions  on  this  subject.  I 
am  in  favor  of  a well  regulated  credit  system,  and 
opposed  to  the  chimerical  scheme  of  exclusive  me- 
tallic currency.  The  following  extract  from  the 
speech  which  has  so  uncerimoniously  received  the 
censure  of  the  Post,  will  show  iriy  opinions  then,  as 
well  as  the  opinions  which  I now  entertain: 

“The  credit  system  is  the  distinguishing  feature 
between  despotism  and  liberty;  it  is  the  offspring  of 
free  institutions:  it  is  found  to  exist,  and  its  influ- 
ence is  felt,  in  proportion  to  the  freedom  enjoyed 
by  any  people.  By  freedom  I do  not  mean  unregu- 
lated, unrestrained,  natural  liberty,  but  that  freedom 
which  is  founded  on  just  and  equitable  laws,  w here 
the  rights  of  personal  security,  of  private  properly, 
and  religions  toleration,  are  guaranteed  to  every  in- 
dividual; where  there  is  a general  diffusion  of  know- 
ledge, and  the  existence  of  public  and  private  mo- 
rality. These  are  the  elements,  and  they  (ogether 
form  the  basis  of  public  confidence  upon  which  the 
credit  system  rests.  This  is  the  invention  ol  modern 
times.  In  the  old  governments  of  Europe,  where  li- 
berty never  found  a resting  place,  credit  wTas  un- 
known. To  the  U.  States  has  been  left  the  honor 
of  maturing  and  perfecting  this  system.  To  the  U. 
States,  also,  is  the  honor  due  of  having  first  applied 
(he  system  of  steam  navigation. 

“The  effects  upon  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
nation  has  been  as  sensibly  felt  in  the  one  case  as 
in  the  other;  and  he  who  should  at  this  day  recom- 
mend an  entire  abandonment  of  our  credit  system 
for  a sole  and  exclusive  metallic  currency,  w ould  be 
deemed  no  less  visionary'  lhan  he  who  should  at- 
tempt to  substitute  a Pennsylvania  wagon,  for  a lo- 
comotive or  a canal  packet,  or  should  endeavor  to 
stem  the  resistless  current  of  the  Mississippi  in  a 
flat  boat,  instead  of  those  splendid  palaces  which 
now  move  majestically  on  its  waters.  Shall  we 
then,  Mr.  President,  check  this  tide  of  prosperity', 
by  the  introduction  of  new  and  untried  schemes? 
Shall  we  not  be  content  with  the  necessaries,  the 
comforts,  the  conveniences  and  the  luxuries  of  life, 
which  are  so  widely  diffused  throughout  this  whole 
country?  Shall  we  attempt  to  overthrow,  subvert 
and  destroy  a system  which  has  produced  all  these 
blessings? — which  has  brought  happiness  and  plen- 
ty to  the  door  of  every  man? — and  that  too  for  the 
purpose  of  adopting  some  of  the  exploded  doctrines 
of  the  political  economists  of  Europe? 

“Sir,  you  might  as  well  attempt  to  apply'  the  com- 
mon law  of  England,  which  was  born  and  nurtured 
on  the  Thames,  to  the  father  of  waters  in  this  west- 
ern world,  and  to  onr  mighty  inland  seas,  compared 
with  which  the  boasted  streams  and  lakes  of  Europe 
dwindle  into  rills  and  ponds  beside  them.  Yes.inlo 
these  vast  inland  seas,  in  the  language  of  a distin- 
guished senator  of  my  own  state,  you  might  cast  the 
whole  land  of  the  common  law,  w ithout  producing 
a ripple.  Sir,  I believe  I speak  the  almost  unani- 
mous sentiment  of  my' political  friends  in  this  se- 
nate, when  I say  they  intend  no  such  thing.  I be- 
lieve I speak  the  sentiments  of  the  democratic  par- 
ty throughout  the  union,  when  I say,  I believe  they 
neither  expect  or  desire  any  such  thing.  What, 
.then,  do  they  expect  and  desire?  I answer,  no  more, 
and  no  less,  than  every  real  friend  ro  this  country  is 
willing  to  adopt,  namely,  a preservation,  and,  at  the 
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same  time,  a regulation  of  the  credit  system.  In  all 
such  measures  of  reform  I will  go  as  far  as  he  who 
goes  farthest.  Preserve  and  regulate,  but  not  de- 
stroy, is  my  motto.  Enlarge  your  specie  basis;  in- 
troduce, as  far  as  practicable,  a gold  currency,  by 
the  prohibition  of  small  notes;  provide  means  for 
coining  at.  the  mint;  take  all  proper  measures  to  pre- 
vent excessive  issues  of  bank  paper,  and  the  unne- 
cessary increase  of  bank  incorporations;  repeal  your 
restraining  laws,  so  as  to  permit  the  free  employ- 
ment and  investment  of  foreign  capital.  Whatever 
danger  there  may  be,  is  found  to  be  in  the  abuse  of 
the  system,  and  not  in  its  existence.  Guard  against 
these  abuses,  and  correct  them  when  discovered. — 
An  entire  abandonment  of  the  credit  system,  and  a 
return  to  a sole  and  exclusive  metallic  currency,  if  it 
were  practicable,  would  produce  desolation  and  de- 
struction from  one  extremity  of  the  union  to  the 
other.  Such  notions  ought  not,  cannot,  must  not 
prevail.” 

The  difficulties  under  which  the  country  now  la- 
bors, have  been  increased  by  the  efforts  which  have 
been  made,  by  visionary  theorists,  to  impair  public 
confidence  in  our  credit  system,  and  to  introduce  in 
its  stead  an  exclusive  metallic  currency.  Such  be- 
ing my  honest  convictions,  then  and  now,  they  can- 
not be  changed  by  charging  them  to  improper  mo- 
tives; and  I am  yet  to  learn  that  the  democracy  of 
the  state  of  New  York  entertain  different  views 
from  these.  At  all  events,  as  long  as  I am  called 
upon  to  discharge  a public  duty  in  regard  to  mat- 
ters in  which  the  great  and  vital  interests  of  the 
country  are  so  deeply  involved,  I will  discharge  that 
duty  conscientiously  and  fearlessly,  without  refer- 
ence to  denunciations  from  such  a quarter.  I have 
been  too  long  and  too  intimately  associated  with 
the  democracy  of  the  state,  to  doubt  that  the  cor- 
rectness of  my  motives  will  be  duly  appreciated  by 
them;  and  if  there  be  a difference  of  opinion  be- 
tween any  portion  of  my  fellow  citizens  and  myself, 
I trust  I shall  be  able  to  do  them  the  justice,  what- 
ever they  may  do  to  me,  to  ascribe  it  to  honest  and 
patriotic,  rather  than  to  sinister  and  interested  mo- 
tives. 

In  regard  to  the  deposite  act,  which  the  editor  of 
the  Post  is  pleased  to  term  the  “distribution  bill,  the 
blessings  of  which  we  are  now  enjoying.”  I have 
nothing  to  add,  at  present,  beyond  what  is  contained 
in  the  speech  to  which  he  has  referred,  and  which 
was  delivered  by  me  on  the  final  passage  of  that  bill. 
I am  willing  to  rest  the  justification  for  my  vote  on 
the  reasons  there  assigned.  I believe  it  to  have 
been  one  of  the  most  wise  and  patriotic  measures 
which  could  have  been  adopted,  and  which  has  re- 
ceived the  decided  approbation  of  the  people,  al- 
though it  is  now  attempted  to  make-  it  the  scape 
goat  of  all  the  evils  which,  from  other  causes,  have 
been  visited  upon  the  country.  The  time  may 
come  when  I may  feel  myself  called  upon  to  raise 
my  voice,  once  more,  in  defence  of  this  much  abused 
and  misrepresented  measure. 

If  my  course  in  regard  to  the  deposite  act  and  the 
currency  bill,  is  obnoxious  to  rebuke,  I have  the 
consolation  to  know  that  I am  sustained  in  it  by  the 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  friends  of  the  admi- 
nistration, in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  and  by 
an  overwhelming  majority  of  its  friends  in  the  house 
of  representatives.  If  such  men  are  to  be  denounc- 
ed, because  they  entertained  and  expressed  opi- 
nions, on  these  great  questions,  different  from  those 
of  the  small  minority  of  their  political  friends,  I am 
at  a loss  to  know,  how  the  great  principle  of  the  re- 
publican party,  namely,  that  the  majority  shall  go- 
vern, is  to  be  respected  or  preserved.  We  have  fal- 
len on  evil  times  indeed,  if  such  denunciations  are  to 
be  made,  and  that  too,  by  a press  professing  to  be- 
long to  the  same  party.  I had  supposed  that  every 
difference  of  opinion  was  not  a difference  of  princi- 
ple— and  whilst  I am  very  apt  to  distrust  my  own 
judgment,  when  I see  the  large  majority  of  my  poli- 
tical friends  entertaining  different  views  from  my 
own,  on  matters  about  which  we  all  have  an  equal 
right  to  judge;  still,  I cannot  but  feel  confirmed  in 
my  opinions,  when  I find  them  endorsed,  with  al- 
most entire  unanimity,  by  the  representatives  of  the 
nation.  On  some  of  these  subjects,  the  late  execu- 
tive differed-  from  the  great  body  of  the  friends  of 
his  administration  in  both  branches  of  congress. 

I trust,  however,  that  the  measures  of  the  present 
administration  will  be  taken  in  wisdom — will  avoid 
the  ultra-ism  of  the  day,  and  will  be  such  as  to  pro- 
mote the  great  and  paramount  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. I need  not  say,  that  in  the  support  of  such 
measures  iny  best  faculties  will  be  exerted.  Re- 
spectfully yours,  N.  P.  TALLMADGE, 

LETTER  FROM  COLONEL  BENTON. 

From  the  Missouri  Argus. 

At  the  request  of  colonel  S.  V.  Noland,  we  have 
called  on  colonel  Benton  for  a copy  of  his  letter 
written  in  reply  to  one  addressed  him  by  colonel  N. 


and  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  it  for  publication. 
We  submit  it  as  worthy  the  profound  attention  of 
every  American  citizen  at  this  deeply  exciting  con- 
juncture in  the  money  affairs  of  our  country.  The 
United  States  bank  has  the  pension  fund,  and  re- 
fuses to  pay  it  to  the  distressed  objects  for  whom  it 
was  intended;  she  has  about  $8,0(10,000  of  the  peo- 
ple’s money  and  refuses  to  pay  it;  the  deposite  banks 
have  about  $20,000,000  more  and  refuse  to  pay  it. 
Having  given  security,  in  time,  it  may  be  extorted 
from  them- — the  United  States  bank  not  having 
given  security,  her  debt  may  be  irretrievably  lost. 
Present  inability  (with  strong  symptoms  of  ultimate 
insolvency)  of  banks  having  deprived  the  nation  of 
its  treasures,  the  suggestion  of  colonel  Benton  to 
supply  the  necessities  of  the  government  by  taking 
measures  to  immediately  sell  the  refuse  public 
lands  for  what  they  are  worth,  is  worthy  the  care- 
ful consideration  of  every  lover  of  our  republic. — 
Such  a measure  would  promptly  furnish  the  trea- 
sury with  money,  and  would  also  furnish  the  poor 
laborers  of  the  east,  thrown  out  of  employ  by  the 
severity  of  the  times,  with  comfortable  homes  at 
rates  within  their  means. 

The  importance  of  having  more  specie,  and  less 
paper  in  this  country  is  now  appreciated  by  every 
candid  and  intelligent  man,  ami  he  is  to  be  pitied 
who  ignorantly  joins  in  with  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr. 
Biddle  in  their  clamorous  attempts  to  multiply  pa- 
per and  diminish  specie.  In  despite  of  all  the 
mighty  efforts  of  general  Jackson,  colonel  Benton 
and  their  friends,  to  prevent  it,  millions  and  mil- 
lions of  paper  more  than  can,  or  ever  will  be  re- 
deemed, has  been  put  into  circulation,  and  thou- 
sands of  innocent  persons  thereby  ruined.  Every 
eflort  of  the  administration  to  increase  the  specie 
of  the  country,  and  thus  prevent  this  catastrophe, 
has  been  laughed  at,  ridiculed  and  caricatured  by 
the  whigs  in  every  corner  of  the  union.  Had  the 
people  of  this  nation  united  their  exertions  to  pre- 
vent enormous  issues  of  paper,  and  labored  to  in- 
crease the  specie  of  the  country,  the  present  ruin- 
ous insolvency  of  the  banks  and  brokers  would  not 
have  occurred.  The  opposition  have,  on  the  con- 
trary, shouted  “humbug,”  “experiment,”  &c.  at 
every  step  of  the  administration  taken  to  increase 
the  specie  of  our  loved,  and  now  distressed  country, 
and  now  what  do  they  witness?  almost  universal 
ruin  for  the  want  of  more  specie,  and  twenties  of 
millions  less  of  paper. 

col.  benton’s  letter. 

St.  Louis,  May  31,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  I have  just  received  your  letter  of  the 
loth  instant,  inquiring,  at  the  instance  of  our  poli- 
tical friends  in  Jackson  county,  whether  it  would 
suit  my  convenience  to  visit  that  county  before  my 
return  to  Washington,  and  to  receive  from  them  the 
compliment  of  a dinner.  In  answer  to  your  in- 
quiry, I have  to  say  that  it  was  my  intention  to 
have  gone  through  the  state  generally  this  summer, 
and  especially  to  the  western  limits,  and  of  course 
to  have  been  in  your  county;  but  I have  been  de- 
tained at  home  by  the  dangerous  illness  of  my  aged 
mother.  That  il’lnesss  still  continues,  and  its  ter- 
mination remains  uncertain;  so  that  I cannot  now 
make  any  engagement  about  leaving  home,  abridged 
as  my  stay  will  be  by  the  convocation  of  congress 
for  the  month  of  September.  If  it  should  be  in  my 
power  to  visit  your  county  this  summer,  I should 
do  it  with  a great  deal  of  satisfaction  for  the  pur- 
pose of  meeting  and  seeing  my  constituents  gene- 
rally, but  without  accepting  the  honor  of  a public 
dinner. 

On  my  arrival  at  home  this  spring,  it  afforded  me 
the  greatest  satisfaction  to  find  our  state  enjoying 
a great  and  solid  prosperity,  and  w'holly  free  from 
the  evils  which  the  paper  system  has  brought  upon 
so  many  parts  of  the  union.  We  have  had  no  bank, 
and  the  rich  fruits  of  that  exemption  are  now  seen 
in  the  prosperous  and  happy  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple. Hard  money  has  done  for  us  what  it  has  done 
for  Holland  and  France — given  us  solid,  permanent 
and  diffused  wealth,  with  happiness  and  tranquil- 
lity; paper  money  has  given  to  other  parts  of  the 
United  States  what  it  has  been  giving  to  England 
for  the  last  fifty  years — pressure,  distress,  bank- 
ruptcy, the  ruin  of  fortunes,  and  the  destruction  of 
happiness.  Thus  far  wre  are  safe;  but  there  is  dan- 
ger ahead;  and  unless  we  can  expel  from  our  bor- 
ders the  irredeemable  paper  money  of  other  states, 
and  prevent  the  issue  of  paper  money  among  our- 
selves, we  shall  speedily  lose  our  specie  currency, 
and  with  it  all  that  solid  prosperity  which  now 
makes  us  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  every  tra- 
veller that  visits  our  state. 

The  federal  government  is  now  paying  the  pe- 
nalty, for  a second  time,  of  its  connection  with  the 
paper  system:  She  has  lost  her  revenues;  but  that 

loss  need  not  continue  long,  thanks  to  Virginia  and 
the  states  which  bestowed  the  national  domain; 


thanks  to  Jefferson,  who  acquired  Louisiana,  and  to 
Jackson,  who  has  supplied  the  people  with  eighty 
millions  of  gold  and  silver.  These  lands  are  now 
our  resource,  and  will  quickly  render  the  govern- 
ment independent  of  banks,  and  sustain  it  for  many 
years  to  come.  A hundred  millions  of  acres  of  old 
surveyed  lands  in  the  settled  parts  ol  the  states  and 
territories  only  wait  for  graduated  prices, according 
to  the  time  they  have  been  in  market,  to  sett  imme- 
diately. It  will  doubtless  be  the  first  business  of 
congress  to  make  this  great  fund  immediately 
available.  Many  millions  of  newly  surveyed  lands 
are  ready  for  market,  and  only  wait  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  president  to  yield  $1  25  in  hard  money 
for  all  the  good  tracts.  General  Jackson  kept  them 
out  of  market  last  year  on  purpose  to  save  them 
from  speculators  and  paper  money;  they  will  now 
go  to  the  occupant  settlers,  to  whom  the  treasury 
order  is  a complete  protection  against  speculators, 
and  will  be  paid  for  in  gold  and  silver.  Here  again 
we  see  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  that  great 
man,  in  saving  these  lands  last  summer.  Besides 
the  old  and  new  surveyed  lands,  we  have  many 
millions  of  acres  yet  to  survey,  for  the  speedy  sur- 
veying of  which  congress  can  immediately  provide. 
We  have  lands  enough,  then,  to  support  the  go- 
vernment for  many  years  to  come,  and  we  have 
hard  money  enough  in  the  country  to  enable  the 
people  to  buy  it.  The  eighty  millions  of  gold  and 
silver  which  general  Jackson’s  policy  has  accumu- 
lated in  the  country,  will  furnish  ample  means  for 
purchasing  the  lands;  and  sure  1 am  that  our  pa- 
triotic population  will  prefer  beneficial  investments 
of  their  money  in  lands,  for  the  enrichment  of  them- 
selves and  the  support  of  their  own  government,  to 
the  exportation  of  that  money  to  England,  to  the 
impoverishment  of  themselves  and  the  support  of 
the  British  banks  and  government. 

How  great  is  the  debt  of  gratitude  which  the 
country  owes  to  general  Jackson!  Even  after  he 
has  retired  from  power,  his  wise  measures  are  still 
the  means  of  saving  the  country.  His  accumula- 
tion of  eighty  millions  of  specie  makes  the  national 
domain  now  available  for  the  support  and  preserva- 
tion of  the  government.  If  we  had  no  more  than 
the  twenty  millions  which  was  all  that  the  whole 
union  possessed  at  the  veto  session  of  1832,  we 
should  not  be  able  to  draw  a revenue  from  the  na- 
tional domain;  with  our  eighty  millions  we  can 
easily  do  it,  and  that  for  many  years,  and  so  practi- 
cally tpach  the  country  the  great  lesson,  that  we  can 
do  infinitely  better  without  paper  money  banks  than 
with  them. 

These  eighty  millions  of  specie  will  also  furnish 
the  mints  with  ample  material  for  the  coinage  of 
silver  change,  and  will  enable  the  public  sentiment 
to  extinguish  the  pestiferous  issue  of  paper  change7. 

The  stoppage  of  the  banks  in  this  season  of  peace 
and  tranquillity,  with  four  times  as  much  specie  in 
the  country  as  ever  was  in  it  before,  is  the  killing 
of  the  paper  system  by  its  own  hand.  So  strange 
a stoppage — so  causeless,  so  rapid,  so  universal — 
shocks  and  astounds  the  public  mind;  and  every 
day’s  delay  in  returning  to  specie  payments  goes  to 
extinguish  confidence  in  the  whole,  to  confound  the 
solvent  with  the  insolvent,  to  carry  the  evils  of  a 
paper  currency  home  to  the  people,  and  to  prepare 
them  for  the  adoption  of  the  system  which  the  wis- 
dom of  our  ancestors  provided  for  us  in  our  own 
glorious  constitution. 

I shall  leave  here  in  August  for  Washington,  and 
hope  that  we  shall  economise  words,  pass  the  bills 
which  the  exigency  of  the  occasion  requires,  post- 
pone all  long  speeches  to  the  long  session,  and 
finish  all  that  we  have  to  do  in  two  or  three  weeks. 

Respectfully,  your  fellow  citizen, 

THOMAS  H.  BENTON. 
Smallwood  V.  Noland,  esq.  Jackson  county.  Mo. 


MR.  INGERSOLL’S  ADDRESS, 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  THIRD  CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Fellow  citizens:  Separated  as  we  are  I have 
not  the  means  of  addressing  you  but  by  letter;  and 
the  following  is  published  here  that  I may  superin- 
tend its  appearance  in  print,  the  only  medium  of 
submitting  it  to  general  perusal. 

It  is  with  much  gratification  I can  assure  you, 
that  the  cause  of  popular  emancipation  from  bank 
dominion  is  rapidly  gaining  ground.  Opportunities 
here  of  ascertaining-” public  sentiment  from  all  parts 
of  the  state  w-arrant  that  assurance.  The  doctrines 
of  the  currency  report  prove  acceptable  always 
most  every  where,  except  under  the  immediate  shade 
of  bank  influence.  And  wherever  the  light  pre- 
vails, it  is  additional  gratification  to  find  that  far 
from  deeming  the  report,  as  it  was  hastily  stigma- 
tised at  first,  an  incendiary  or  inflammatory  appeal 
to  popular  violence,  it  is  considered  not  radical 
enough.  Not  by  party  men  ; I have  been  shown  a 
letter  from  an  eastern  county,  which  says  that  those 
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of  the  party  to  which  I do  not  belong  are  almost  all 
there  of  opinion  that  legislation  ought  to  be  carried 
further,  much  further,  than  the  report  proposes.  A 
member  of  the  convention  from  a'  large  southern 
central  county,  tells  me  that  if  I were 'a  candidate 
for  congress  there,  the  report  would  carry  nearly  all 
the  votes — at  any  rate  a majority  of  three  thou- 
sand. Another  member  from  the  west,  says  that 
we  shall  have  a clear  majority  of  votes  in  conven- 
tion for  restraining  banks  and  corporations,  and  Mr. 
Dunlop's  contumelious  malediction  is  so  far  in  full 
train,  that  I receive  every  day  from  all  quarters, 
country  newspapers  eagerly  publishing  the  report 
and  calling  public  attention  to  it  by  special  notice, 
'some  of  them  challenging  refutation  of  what  they 
pronounce  irrefutable  argument. 

Such  encouraging  approbation,  far  from  relaxing 
further  exertion  in  vain  enjoyment  of  it,  should  ex- 
cite increased  endeavors  to  rectify  public  sentiment 
thus  alive  to  this  vital  interest.  My  study  was,  and 
shall  be,  to  submit  temperate  and  forbearing,  but 
plain  views  of  the  evils  of  discount  banks,  .not  ad- 
vancing beyond  common  sense  as  to  the  remedy,  but 
leaving  it  to  the  intelligence  and  feelings  of  a sutler, 
ing  community  to  take  the  higher  ground,  which 
their  deliberate  conviction  may  recommend.  In  this 
letter  I ask  attention  to  two  subjects  of  great  mo- 
ment; first,  the  eifects  of  American  banking  on 
American  manufactures,  and  on  labor  and  industry 
generally;  and  secondly,  I will  venture  to  suggest 
what  appears  to  me  to  be  asimple  and  effectual  plan 
for  restoring  and  preserving  coin  circulation,  with- 
out any  bank  at  all, altogether  separating  state  alfairs 
from  bank  alfairs,  and  leaving  each  to  its  own  orbit 
and  operations. 

First:  The  number  of  banks  in  the  U.  States 
now  exceeds  eight  hundred  and  twenty.  There  is 
no  limit  to  their  indefinite  multiplication  ; and  it 
seems  to  be  agreed  on  all  hands  that  by  excessive, 
artificial  and  localised  circulation, they  have  so  much 
augmented  the  price  of  every  thing  as  perhaps  to 
double  all  prices,  except  that  of  labor  or  wages,  al- 
ways the  last  to  follow  fluctuation  in  price,  and 
always  the  least  increased  in  price  in  proportion  to 
the  prices  of  all  other  articles. 

Is  not  this  the  principal  reason,  that  with  more 
natural  advantages  than  any  other,  this  country  la- 
bors under  the  overpowering  disadvantage,  that 
every  thing  you  can  mention  costs  much  more  here 
than  any  where  c-lse?  Various  causes  are  assigned 
for  this  pernicious  odds  against  us,  many  of  which 
may  be  well  founded.  But  all  the  causes  are  not 
taken  into  account,  unless  we  reckon  bank  depre- 
ciation of  money.  The  deductions  exacted  on 
bank  notes  in  different  places,  added  to  the  discount 
taken  from  private  notes  cashed  by  banks, are  heavy 
and  double  taxation,  always  preying  on  production, 
and  undervaluing  and  undermining  industry  ; and 
taxation  paid  into  no  treasuries  but  those  of  banks 
and  brokers.  American  manufactures,  industry  and 
production,  begin  the  world  with  indirect  taxation, 
which  it  is  not  extravagant  to  reckon  as  thirty-three 
per  cent,  on  all  capital;  and  by  a system,  artificial, 
ami  delusive,  the  supposed  protection  of  domestic 
manufactures  is  entirely  and  more  than  annulled. — 
For  of  what  use  is  our  impost  on  foreign  goods  of 
twenty-five  per  cent,  whiie  vve  add  thirty-three  per 
cent,  to  tiieir  relative  value,  by  making  our  money 
so  much  worse  than  foreign  money?  It  is  a delu- 
sion like  the  English  sinking  fund,  which  for  a long 
time,  was  thought  to  save  so  much  a year,  till  its 
fallacy  was  exposed  by  proof,  that  while  annual 
expenditure  exceeds  annual  income,  a sinking  fund 
is  mere  mockery  ; and  so  it  is  of  our  American  sys- 
tem, while  the  canker  of  depreciation  by  credit,  is 
gnawing  its  vitals.  English  hardware  or  French 
silk  cost3  a dollar,  to  which  our  impost  adds  a quar- 
ter of  a dollar,  and  then  it  sells  here  fora  dollar  and 
a half.  But  our  dollar  and  a half  are  not  worth  so 
much  as  the  English  dollar,  or  as  three  quarters  of 

a tlullar  in  Fr.Yiict;.  Til?  Fngrlisb  and  French  make 

us  pay  them  in  coin  or  its  equivalent  exchange. — 
What  avails  our  tariff  then  ? Nothing  at  all  to  our 
manufactures.  The  whole  difference  goes  to  our 
money  making  power — the  banks,  who  divide  the 
profits  that  belong  to  the  manufacturers.  They  re- 
peal our  tariff  so  far  as  it  should  protect  manufac- 
tures, and  take  all  their  hard  earnings  of  American 
industry, to  be  shared  bid  ween  banks  and  foreigners. 

In  England  the  quantity  of  bank  paper  is  about 
equal  to  that  of  coin  circulating.  ■*  In  France  the 
hard  money  is  ten  times  greater  than  the  bank  paper. 
In  the  United  States  the  bank  paper  is  ten  times 
greater  than  the  gold  and  silver.  A late  writer  in 
the  National  Gazette,  estimates  the  annual  expen- 
ditures of  the  individuals  of  this  country  at  five 
thousand  millions  of  dollars.  Let  that  gentleman 
take  that  large  sum  and  calculate  on  so  large  a basis, 
what  we  lose  by  mere  depreciation  of  currency. 

We  lose  largely  by  false  banking,  the  great  blight 
of  American  industry.  The  supposed  protection 


to  manufactures  which  our  tariffs,  (as  I shall  al- 
ways contend,  wisely  and  constitutionally)  were 
intended  to  provide,  is  altogether  countermined, 
frustrated  and  perverted  by  bank  license  and  mono- 
poly to  lower  the  standard  of  value.  Not  only  so: 
but  it  is  moreover  a bount}7  to  foreign  labor,  brought 
here  to  crush  and  ruin  our  own.  The  whole  round 
of  our  system  is  a vicious  circle.  We  flatter  our- 
selves, first,  that  we  pay  nothing,  because  we  pay 
indirectly,  by  impost,  when  direct  taxation  would 
be  much  cheaper;  and  we  flatter  ourselves,  again, 
that  the  impost  protects  our  industry;  when  the 
sorry  fiict  is  that  by  depreciating  our  currency,  in- 
stead of  being  protected,  it  pays  a second  tax  more 
onerous  than  the  first.  It  is  ail  round  delusion,  and 
loss  and  injustice  and  extortion. 

Hence  it  is  that  with  all  our  liberal  tariffs,  manu- 
factures have  been  declining  and  struggling  with 
continual  difficulties;  like  banks,  at  one  time  inor- 
dinately flourishing,  at  another  plunged  in  distress; 
and  on  the  whole  a"  losing  business  to  three-fourths 
of  those  concerned  in  them.  Banks  divide  from 
five  to  fifteen  per  cent,  of  the  profits  which  belong 
to  production,  wrested  from  it  by  had  currency. 
And  it  is,  I believe,  a too  remarkable  fact  that  the 
ruin  of  factories  has  kept  steady  pace  with  the  in- 
crease of  banks.  i 

Factory  expenses  are  paid  weekly,  and  in  cash. 
Manfacturing  is  a cash  business.  The  raw  ma- 
terial is  either  paid  for  in  cash,  or  bv  notes  at  a short 
usance  bearing  interest,  which  is  the  same  thing  as 
cash.  Sales  are  made  at  nominal  advance,  paid  by 
notes  of  commission  merchants,  discounted  at  banks 
(if  they  condescend  to  discount  them),  or  by  brokers. 
The  charge  of  commission  and  guaranty  is  five  per 
cent.  The  cost  of  discount  is,  say,  three,  on  notes 
averaging  six  months.  Thus,  without  counting 
failures,  we  may  safely  put  down  nine  per  cent,  as 
the  very  least  of  the  charges  at  which  the  manu- 
factured article  merely  gets  to  market:  and  there  it 
is  exposed  to  all  the  fluctuations  of  the  credit  sys- 
tem, on  which  it  was  first  launched. 

Those  ruinous  alternations  of  swell  and  pinch 
with  which  banks  desolate  communities, injure  ma- 
nufacturers sooner  and  more  than  any  other  working 
men,  from  obvious  causes.  A swell  obliges  em- 
ployers to  increase  all  their  outlays,  and  tempts 
workmen  into  unusual  expenses.  A pinch  pros- 
trates the  whole  establishment  at  once.  The  em- 
ployers cannot  pay  debts  contracted  during  the  in- 
toxicating advance  of  prices,  the  hands  cannot  bear 
the  privations  they  are  laid  under,  strikes  and  dis- 
organization inevitably  ensue,  workmen  disperse, 
machinery  spoils  by  disuse:  in  short  establishments 
are  ruined.  Steady  work  at  moderate  prices  is  the 
element  of  manufacturing  prosperity  (as  indeed  it 
is  of  all).  All  the  workingmen  of  Philadelphia  can 
bear  witness  that  in  the  pinching  times  of  1S34, 
when  banks  laid  heavy  hands  on  prices,  they  were 
doing  better  than  during  any  ups  and  downs  either 
before  or  since.  Wages  only  a dollar  a day  earn  a 
barrel  of  flour  in  a week,  when  it  is  six  dollars  a 
barrel:  at  which  price  the  farmer  too  is  better  paid, 
as  well  as  the  manufacturer,  than  when  banks 
swells  make  wages  a dollar  and  a quarter  a day  and 
flour  ten  dollars  a barrel.  The  great  desideratum 
is  steady  work  and  steady  price  for  all  industry, 
agricultural  and  manufacturing:  and  steady  prices 
are  impossible  while  bank  discounts  fix  prices. 

I will  close  this  hasty  sketch,  (which  might  be 
much  developed)  of  the  effect  of  banks  on  manu- 
factures, by  suggesting  a curious,  and  it  may  be, 
mistaken  consideration — a problem  left  to  better 
judgment  and  opportunities  than  mine  to  solve  it. 
Are  not  the  banks,  by  their  operations  on  the  tariff, 
the  cause  of  their  own  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments? When  duties  are  protective,  importations 
decrease,  and  a favorable  balance  takes  place  in  ex- 
change and  trade.  There  is  then  little  demand  for 
.ipccie  to  export:  arid  bank  directors  are  the  first,  to 
perceive  that  inducement  to  increase  bank  issues. 
By  such  issues  all  prices  are  inflated;  rents,  food, 
clothing,  every  thing  but  wages  and  day  labor, 
(always  the  Inst  to  enhance)  become  dearer.  Mas- 
ter manufacturers  advance  the  price  of  their  fabrics; 
and,  in  short,  all  prices  go  up,  until  the  impost 
ceases  to  exclude  foreign  importations,  when  the 
tariff  is  annulled  by  the  relative  worth  of  money 
and  enables  Europe  again  to  pour  in  her  produc- 
tions, requiring  our  specie  or  its  equivalent  in  ex- 
change to  pay  for  them.  Then  comes  the  bank 
pinch.  Every  thing  is  cut  down  in  price.  And  if 
it  happens,  as  it  did  last  year,  that  the  swell  was 
enormous,  especially  if  English  banking  is  involved 
with  ours  in  aggravating  it,  a rush  for  specie  follows 
both  there  and  here,  and  the  banks  are  unable  to 
withstand  it.  I submit  this  problem  to  be  worked 
out  by  others.  But  if  the  solution  should  he  that 
our  own  banks  have  by  their  own  licentious  deal- 
ings, destroyed  the  tariff  and  themselves  too,  the  re- 


tribution will  be  only  the  more  remarkable,  and  (he 
lesson,  we  may  hope,  profitable. 

I shall  bestow  but  one  paragraph  on  that  most 
important  and  interesting  part  of  the  subject,  com- 
mon day  labor,  not  strictly  manufacturing;  the  la- 
bor of  the  poor,  of  women,  of  children,  and  all  rural 
labor.  I omit  it,  not  because  it  does  not  deserve 
ample  consideration.  On  the  contrary , it  deserves 
it  more  than  manufacturing  labor — the  most  ol'all — 
but  because  all  I have  said  of  that,  applies  with 
greater  force  to  this.  Whatever  injustice  banks  do 
to  manufactures,  they  aggravate  to  the  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  poor  laborers,  of  both  sexes,  who  earn  a 
precarious  livelihood,  in  the  country,  in  villages 
and  in  cities,  by  the  humblest,  hardest  and  least  re- 
warded by  toil.  If  to  the  manufacturers  paper 
money  is  unjust,  to  these  poor  people  it  is  more 
than  unjust — it  is  cruel;  and  in  a country  where 
the  real  sovereignly  is  their  hands,  it  is  a marvel- 
lous proof  of  the  prev  ailing  respect  for  property 
and  law,  that  they  do  not  use  their  sovereignty  as 
they  might,  and  in  all  other  countries  would.  Their 
patience  and  forbearance  are  American  virtues 
which  ought  not  to  be  taxed  too  far,  or  provoked  to 
an  exercise  of  popular  control,  in  a way  to  be  ear- 
nestly deprecated.  All  agricultural  industry  of  the 
rich  as  well  as  poor,  being  equally  injured  by  paper 
money,  it  is  fortunately  the  interest  of  all  the  rural 
population  to  act  together,  so  that  if  any  disposition 
to  violence  should  exist  in  one  class,  it  is  tempered 
and  prevented  from  harm  by  the  fellow  sufi'ering 
and  coincidence  of  opinion  of  the  other  class. 

I appeal  with  the  honest  pride  of  a native  Penn- 
sylvanian to  the  population  of  Philadelphia  and  of 
Pittsburgh,  those  manufacturing  keys  of  this  key- 
stone state,  and  to  the  whole  region,  stretching  be- 
tween these  cities,  teeming  with  agricultural,  mine- 
ral and  manufacturing  wealth.  I appeal  to  the 
whole  people  of  a state  whose  productions  exceed 
by  far  those  of  New  York  and  Virginia,  united — 
whose  industry,  properly  developed,  is  worth  ten 
times  all  the  foreign  commerce  of  New  York — to 
such  a commonwealth  I appeal  to  lead  the  way  in 
emancipating  these  United  States  from  the  oppres- 
sive servitude  of  paper  money,  which  has  already 
chained  us  by  a debt  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  to  European  fund  holders,  and  our 
own  speculators,  and  which,  if  these  chains  are  not 
broken,  will  recolonize  this  country;  which  taxes 
us  indirectly,  more  than  the  people  of  England  are 
taxed  by  excises  and  other  however  oppressive  direct 
taxes;  which  was  the  first  and  most  crying  evil  the 
federal  constitution  was  formed  to  cure,  and  is  an 
evil  of  such  magnitude  as  undoes  all  our  American 
advantages. 

Let  the  people  have  hard  money.  Let  them  in- 
sist upon  it.  Let  them  try  it.  Let  them  compro- 
mise with  nothing  short  of  it.  Let  hard  money  be 
the  will  of  the  people.  Let  their  representatives 
repeal  the  double  and  monstrous  taxes  which  are 
now  paid  by  discounts;  paid  by  the  poor  to  the  ex- 
travagant, by  the  industrious  to  the  idle.  Let  this 
be  no  party  work;  but  the  last  achievement  of  Ame- 
rican independence  and  of  popular  sovereignty. — 
Commerce  may  require  its  banks  and  credits.  Let 
it  have  them.  But  all  productive  industry,  all  (hat 
is  not  merely  distributive,  must  be  freed  from  the* 
paper  fetters.  The  change  may  be  a period  of  tiir.l 
and  suffering — (he  means  severe — but  the  end  can- 
-not  fail  to  redeem  them.  Nothing  else  can  put 
American  labor  and  manufactures  on  any  thing  like 
an  equality  with  those  of  Europe.  Hard  money  is 
the  only  effectual  tariff.  Suppress  paper  money, 
and  give  American  industry  fair  play,  with  its  su- 
perior ingenuity,  enterprise,  versatility  and  perse- 
verance; with  its  superior  water  power,  and  steam 
power,  brighter  sun  and  longer  day  light — its  vastly 
greater  variety  and  excellence  of  all  the  raw  mate- 
rials— with  every  thing  to  carry  all  useful  arts  to 
the  greatest  and  utmost  perfection.  American  in- 
dustry needs  but  freedom,  freedom  from  bank  taxa- 
tion, from  the  modern  stamp  acts,  needs  but  be  let 
alone,  to  vindicate  and  establish  itself  against  all 
foreign  competition.  Cotton,  wood,  wool,  marble, 
iron,  leather,  mineral  produce,  and  those  made  from 
the  earth — every  thing  that  can  be  rendered  useful 
by  labor,  abounds  to  render  us  independent  of  all 
the  world,  and  to  make  tile  world  pay  us  tribute. — 
Our  cotton  and  manufactures  would  fetch  from 
abroad  every  year  more  specie  than  the  largest  cir- 
culation could  require,  if  a thousand  banks  did  not, 
with  their  secret  police,  continually  hunt  it  out  of 
the  country,  or  into  hiding  places.  There  is  now 
more  than  enough  of  it,  if  they  will  suffer  it  to  cir- 
culate. 

More  complex,  stupendous  and  perplexing  abuse 
was  never  organized,  as  government  than  that  which 
now  oppresses  this  free  arid  thinking  nation.  Bank 
excesses  have  saddled  us  with  stationary  stock  debts 
estimated  at  more  than  a hundred  millions  of  dollars, 
and  a floating  commercial  debt  exceeding  sixty  mil- 
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lions,  all  to  foreigners;  besides  incalculable  debts 
among  ourselves.  The  same  excesses,  by  before 
mentioned  action  on  imposts,  have  encumbered  the 
federal  government  with  an  unheard  of  surplus  of  re- 
venue, which  it  has  attempted  to  get  rid  of  by  distri- 
bution among  the  states.  But  most  of  it,  if  not  all, 
lies  dead  in  banks,  not  one  of  which  can  pay  it  to  the 
state  entitled  to  it  in  good  money.  But  for  a strong 
and  much  abused  exercise  of  executive  power,  the 
public  domain  would  also  be,  most  of  it,  transmuted 
into  mere  bank  credits — credits  of  banks  who  nei- 
ther will  nor  can  pay  even  the  coin  left  in  deposite 
with  them.  With  more  than  gold  and  silver  enough 
for  affluent  circulation,  scarce  a dollar  is  to  be  seen, 
and  paper  is  undergoing  rapid  depreciation.  While 
a large  portion  of  our  most  respectable  and  intelli- 
gent; wealthiest  and  most  interested  citizens  are, 
by  what  seems  to  be  infatuation,  striving  to  perpe- 
tuate the  banishment  of  coin,  the  supremacy  of  un- 
convertible paper,  and  the  destruction  of  their  own 
property. 

Secondly:  What,  then,  is  the  simple  and  effec- 

tual plan  for  restoring  and  preserving  coin  circula- 
tion, without  any  bank  at  all;  the  remedy  for  state 
and  national  evils  thus  but  faintly  depictured, 
which  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter,  I promised  to 
submit? 

The  option  is  between  state  banks,  a national 
bank,  whether  of  discount  or  a treasury  bank,  and, 
(discarding  all  banks)  by  some  other  method. 

Of  state  banks  nothing  more  need  be  added  to 
what  has  been  the  whole  strain  of  this  view.  My 
very  humble-  and  private  opinion  has  never  been 
withheld  during  (he  use  made  of  them  since  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  that  state  banks  of  discount  and 
circulation  never  would  answer  the  constitutional 
purposes  of  the  federal  government.  I think  they 
have  altogether  failed,  and  shall  consider  them  as 
out  of  the  question. 

I believe  when  the  late  Mr.  Dallas  proposed  the 
bank  of  the  United  Slates,  in  1814-15,  that  Mr. 
Jefferson's  preference  was  for  a treasury  bank:  arid  I 
never  could  see  any  objection  to  such  a bank  that 
does  not  apply  to  an  incorporated  discount  bank  of 
the  United  States.  We  have  all  seen  the  late  bank 
defy  and  well  nigh  defeat  the  government;  and  ar- 
guing from  what  it  did  as  an  antagonist  to  what  it 
might  do  as  the  instrument  of  an  all  disposed  exe- 
cutive, I cannot  understand  how  a treasury  bank 
would  be  a mors  formidable  presidential  or  party 
engine  than  such  a bank  as  the  late  bank  of  the 
United  States.  But  Mr.  Madison  and  others  of  our 
Wisest  and  best  men  having  set  the  seal  of  their 
condemnation  on  a treasury  bank,  such  an  institu- 
tion has  been  discredited,  and  it  is  not  for  me  to 
attempt  its  establishment  in  public  good  will. 

For  similar  hut  stronger  reasons  all  discount 
banks  of  the  United  States  are  no  longer  practica- 
ble. Desirous  of  dispassionately  treating  this  im- 
portant subject,  I shall  avoid  angry  review  of  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  late  bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  content  myself  with  assuming  three 
postulates,  viz:  first,  that  it  is  no  more;  secondly, 
that  the  president  of  the  United  States  for  nearly 
four  years  to  come  has  given  solemn  pledges  to 
use  his  office  against  all  such  institutions  as  both 
unconstitutional  and  impolitic;  and  thirdly,  that  the 
vexed  question  of  any  bank  of  the  United  States 
having  degenerated  from  an  examination  of  its  uti- 
lity into  passionate  and  parly  division  and  recrimi- 
nation, it  is  certain  that  no  such  bank  can  be  char- 
tered without  a revolution  of  parties,  without  an 
overthrow  of  the  majority  and  the  ascendency  of 
the  minority. 

On  some  proper  occasion  I should  like  to  discuss 
Ihe  question  at  large,  why  the  late  bank  of  the 
United  States  is  not  now  the  bank  of  the  United 
States;  believing  that  it  can  be  shown  that  it  is  not 
the  fault  ofthis  state,  or  of  general  Jackson's  admi- 
nistration, that  it  is  not  at  this  moment  what  Mr. 
Madison’s  administration  made  that  bank,  an  insti- 
tution of  great  fiscal  usefulness,  and,  as  he  consider- 
ed it,  if  an  evil,  at  least  a necessary  evil,  greatly 
preferable  to  the  state  banks,  and  of  great  advan- 
tage as  crowning  and  controlling  them.  But  I 
shall  for  the  oresent  content  myself  with  saying, 
that  except  in  some  parts  of  the  city  there  is 
no  disposition  for  any  incorporated  bank  of  the 
United  States  at  all;  and  that  although  pains  have 
been  taken  to  alarm  the  state  pride  of  Pennsylvania 
against  the  alleged  ambition  of  New  York  to  re-es- 
tablish it  in  the  city  of  New  York,  that  state  is  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  it.  Instead  therefore  of  asking 
whether  it  ought  to  be,  T treat  it  as  a thing  that  can 
not  be.  I owe  it  to  candor  to  add  that  in  my  hum- 
ble opinion,  at  least  it  need  not;  and  that  the  severe 
ordeal  the  community  have  undergone  by  what  that 
hank  and  the  state  banks  have  caused,  renders  it  as 
indispensable  as  it  is  right,  that  some  other  plan 
should  be  tried. 


The  main  part  of  such  a plan,  the  basis  of  it  may 
be  very  simple  and  is  perfectly  feasible.  It  is  but 
to  create  by  act  of  congress  so  many  commissioners 
or  agents  at  such  places  as  may  he  deemed  neces- 
sary, empowered  to  receive,  keep  and  pay  the  pub- 
lic funds.  From  twenty  to  thirty  such  commis- 
sioners, at  proper  positions,  would  perform  without 
difficulty  all  those  duties.  1.  They  could  receive, 

2.  they  could  keep,  and  3.  they  could  pay,  in  gold 
and  silver,  or  by  equivalent  credits,  all  the  income 
and  expenditures  of  government;  and  without  any 
bank  instrumentality  whatever.  Congress  should 
build  them  houses  for  safe  keeping  the  money,  and 
take  from  them  adequate  security  lor  faithful  con- 
duct in  their  offices. 

Thus,  together  with  the  mints,  a coin  circulation 
would  be  established  in  the  operations  of  govern- 
ment. Is  the  federal  goverment  bound  to  go  further? 
Has  it  constitutional  authority  to  do  more?  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson’s opinion  was,  I believe,  that  the  states  should 
surrender  to  the  United  States  the  regulation  of  cur- 
rency as  well  as  the  coinage  of  money;  and  no  more 
urgent  time  than  the  present  could  be  found  to  make 
that  surrender,  should  it  be  deemed  proper. 

But,  if  not,  and  at  any  rate,  should  it  be  thought 
advisable  and  constitutional  for  congress,  as  now 
empowered  to  regulate  domestic  exchanges,  the  be- 
fore mentioned  commissioners  could  do  it  without 
any  difficulty,  but  such  as  inveterate  habit  and  op- 
position might  give  rise  to.  These  commissioners 
being  authorised  by  act  of  congress  to  give  hills 
of  exchange  on  all  parts  of  the  union,  on  payment 
of  the  amount  of  such  bills  in  gold  or  silver,  (or  un- 
questionable equivalent)  charging  no  more  than  the 
mere  cost  of  transportation  from  where  the  bill  of  ex- 
change is  givertto  where  it  would  be  payable,  might 
thus  furnish  bills  of  exchange,  having  great  advan- 
tages over  mercantile  or  hank  bills  of  exc.uange, 
viz:  that  being  drawn  on,  and  after  actual  deposite  of 
the  hard  money,  there  would-be  no  risk  of  damages, 
and  could  be  no  failure  of  payment. 

Some  such  simple  plan,  it  is  with  deference  submit- 
ted, is  possible  and  would  succeed.  At  all  events, 
it  is  worth  the  experiment.  I once  heard  the  pre- 
sent president  of  the  United  States  say  that  he  had 
understood  that  Mr.  Adams  had  declared  that  five 
hundred  years  hence,  the  two  American  names  most 
salient  in  history,  will  be  Washington  and  Jackson. 
And  now,  whiie  the  latter  yet  lives  hut  no  longer 
in  the  place  to  be  adulated,  let  us  do  his  unsophisti- 
cated and  unlearned,  but  infallible  and  inflexible 
natural  sagacity,  the  justice  to  acknowledge  that  his 
political  economy  was  exactly  that  taught,  by  Smith, 
Say  and  all  the  scientific  doctors  of  that  difficult  art. 
It  was  that  too  much  regulation  is  an  evil  of  govern- 
ment, and  that  metal  money  (or  its  immediate  equi- 
valent), is  the  only  safe  currency.  State  banks, 
much  less  than  a federal  bank,  were  not  the  regula- 
tors his  iron  will  was  rivetted  to,  he  was  for  hard 
money,  and  no  banks;  and  do  not  present  events  de- 
monstrate that  he  was  right?  If,  however,  the  time 
has  past,  when  hanks  may  be  altogether  dispensed 
with,  such  as  they  are  let  us  at  least  make  the  best 
of  them.  If  when  he  took  upon  himself  the  respon- 
sibility of  removing  the  public  dc-posites  from  the 
bank  of  the  United"  States,  gen.  Jackson,  with  his 
gigantic  popularity,  had  then  forthwith  insisted 
likewise  on  specie  payments,  and  none  but  specie 
payments,  his  economical  glory  would  have  been 
complete;  and  bv  this  lime  all  the  financial,  if  not 
the  monetary  difficulties  of  the  country  would  be 
over.  I own  that  government  must  now  wage  a con- 
flict with  habit,  prejudice,  interest,  party,  and  what 
are  called  capitalists,  before  it  can  establish  any 
substitute  for  banks  of  circulation,  for  perhaps  a 
national  hank  of  corporation  ami  circulation.  But 
the  experiment  must  be  made,  and  Urn  late  downfall 
of  the  banks  is  what  may  be  termed  a fortunate  occa- 
sion for  it. 

Let  us  take  it  as  a good  omen,  and  consider  it 
fortunate;  and  without  looking  hack  to  recriminate, 
go  forward  with  a firm  hut  cautious  step  of  deter- 
mined trial.  The  merchants  are  for  the  most  part 
unfriendly.  But  so  they  were  to  the  war  of  1812, 
to  the  recent  threat  of  hostilities  with  France,  and 
to  the  present  danger  of  rupture  with  Mexico — all 
quarrels  into  which  they  led  the  country,  as  they 
have  into  the  bank  suspension.  Without,  therefore, 
questioning  either  their  position  or  their  patriotism,  | 
but  looking  to  the  fact  alone,  we  may  beencouraged 
to  try  some  simple  system  of  hard  money,  without 
apprehending  their  opposition  now,  as  it  has  never 
heretofore  proved  insuperable. 

Restoration  of  speciepayments  is  a great  desidera- 
tum; hut  it  is  not  the  greatest.  Lasting  establish- 
ment of  them  is  much  more  important.  The  banks, 
even  as  they  are,  may  be  important  agents  in  re- 
storing it;  hut  it  is  not  worth  restoring,  if  they  are 
to  remain  a3  they  are,  to  govern  the  country  and 
revolutionise  value.  We  must  have  a permanent 
standard.  It  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  the  federal 


government  to  reinstate  the  fallen  state  banks.  It 
is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  even  the  state  governments. 
That  is  the  business  of  the  banks  themseives. 
Should  they,  after  the  federal  government  by  law 
deals  in  coin  alone,  continue  to  deal  in  paper  alone, 
the  state  laws  ought  to  be  put  in  force  against  them. 
Should  they  deal  in  coin  and  paper  together,  so  be 
it;  such  currency  may  be  useful  for  many  local  pur- 
poses. If  the  states  suppress  small  not®?,  the  state 
hanks  may  be  rendered  useful  auxiliary  institutions; 
hut  not  without  that  indispensable  improvement. 
The  effect  of  an  exclusive  federal  coin  currency, 
may  cause  many  of  ihe  state  banks  to  close  their 
affairs;  so  much  the  better,  if  gradually  done.  Al- 
though, at  first,  no  doubt,  there  will  be  many  ob- 
stacles to  contend  with,  in  a new  scheme  of  cur- 
rency, yet  they  will  be  so  serious  as  those  through 
which  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States  was 
obliged  to  win  its  way  to  confidence  and  usefulness? 

I have  often  heard  Mr.  Dallas  predict,  at  its  outsit, 
that  it  would  he  several  years  from  its  establish- 
ment, before  it  could  succeed;  and  who  does  not 
remember  that  it  was  so?  The  metallic  standard 
required  is  to  be  only  a standard.  It  is  not  to  su- 
persede bank  bills  of  proper  denomination,  or  bills 
of  exchange  for  any  amount.  But  if  the  govern- 
ment holds  always  in  deposite  by  its  commission- 
ers metal  enough  for  all  the  purposes  of  public  pay- 
ments and  private  exchanges,  what  is  to  prevent 
such  sum  from  serving  as  a standard  of  universal 
value?  The  individual  annual  expenditures  of  the 
United  States  may  exceed  five  thousand  millions  of 
dollars,  may  be  more  than  all  the  hard  money  in 
Europe  and  the  United  Slates  together;  but  what 
then?  That  large  basis  of  personal  payment  does 
not  affect  Ihe  question  of  a standard  of  value,  a suf- 
cienc  standard,  which  is  all  that  is  required. 

No  one  can  be  so  sensible  us  the  writer  of  this 
sketch  of  its  many  imperfections.  Written  at  in- 
tervals snatched  from  public  engagements,  isolated 
from  the  best  means  of  information,  and  even  per- 
sonal communication  with  those  familiar  with  the 
intricate  topics  it  treats,  brief  and  confined  as  the 
view  must  be,  (o  read  at  all  by  the  public — I would 
not  venture  to  offer  it  but  in  the  trust  that  however 
partisan  detraction  may  disparage  it,  the  people  of 
the  third  congressional  district,  to  whom  it  is  ad- 
dressed, will  fairly  consider  it,  and  the  people  of 
Pennsvlvania  altogether  likewise  give  it  a candid 
perusal.  While  composing  i I , I receive  by  every 
mail  such  proofs  of  their  anxiety  on  the  subject,  by 
public  notices  of  the  currency  report,  to  which  it 
may  he  taken  as  the  sequel,  that  1 should  be  want- 
ing to  tlie  conjuncture  and  1o  their  solicitude  if  I 
did  not  follow  up,  in  the  same  spirit  of  fair  argu- 
ment and  deferential  submission  to  public  judg- 
ment, a discussion  that  may  perhaps  enlighten  and 
cannot  possibly  mislead. 

C.  J.  INGERSOLL. 


MEMORIALS  FROM  CHAMBERS  OF  COM- 
MERCE. 

From  the  Globe. 

We  understand,  from  the  public  prints  and  other- 
wise, that  during  the  severe  embarrassments  which 
have  existed  for  some  weeks  in  the  mercantile  com- 
munity, some  memorials  have  been  forwarded  from 
chambers  of  commerce  lo  the  treasury  department, 
and  to  the  president. 

But  we  have  not  seen  any  of  them,  or  the  replies 
published;  and  as  the  community  might  be  gratifi- 
ed in  knowing  something  of  what  had  been  done, 
we  have  requested  and  present  below  a copy  of  that 
to  the  chamber  of  commerce  in  Boston. 

It  is  but  justice  (o  the  merchants  to  add,  that  some 
of  their  requests  and  complaints  were  made  before 
they  had  received  information  of  the  indulgences 
granted  by  the  treasury  department  on  custom  house 
bonds;  and  especially  (hat  the  earnest  wish  by  the 
chamber  of  commerce  at  New  Orleans,  for  the  pre- 
oidont  to  ponv&no  a special  session  ol ’ CO.»grcasi  liUd 

been  anticipated  or  gratified. 

The  subscribers,  under  ll:e  direction  of  a meeting 
of  the  Boston  chamber  of  commerce,  respectfully 
represent  io  the  honorable  secretary  of  the  treasury 
that  much  difficulty  will  arise  here  from  the  requi- 
sition, which  they  understand  lias  been  made,  that 
all  dues  to  the  treasury  shall  be  paid  in  specie. 

The  suspension  of'specie  payments  is  now  univer- 
sal in  this  city,  and  it  is  impossible  to  procure  the 
amount  necessaty  for  the  payment  of  custom  house 
bonds.  If  the  requisition  be  made,  there  is  no  course 
left  to  the  merchants. but  to  submit  to  a suit,  and  its 
unpleasant  consequences. 

It  is  evident  that  specie  for  the  large  amounts  dai- 
ly falling  due  on  custom  house  bonds,  throughout 
the  country,  cannot  be  procured  on  any  terms.  The 
refusal  of  "specie  for  bonds,  is  not,  therefore, 'in  (he 
least,  a matter  of  choice;  the  payment  is  utterly  im- 
possible. 
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If,  then,  no  alteration  be  made  in  present  instruc- 
tions, the  suits  now  just  commencing  will  eventually 
extend  to  the  commercial  community  throughout  the 
country;  incapacitating  them  from  further  entrys  or 
importations,  and  seriously  embarrassing  the  finan- 
cial operations  of  the  government.  If  this  be  so, 
it  is  merely  a matter  of  time,  with  regard  to  tire  re- 
quired alterations;  sooner  or  later  they  will  become 
indispensable;  if  made  now,  much  distress  will  be 
prevented. 

Even  were  it  otherwise,  there  are,  it  appears  to 
the  chamber,  sufficient  reasons  why  specie  payments 
should  not  now  be  required  by  the  government.  It 
is  matter  of  notoriety  that  specie  payment  of  the  in- 
demnity, lately  received  by  the  government,  has 
been  refused  to  the  claimants  by  the  agents  of  the 
government;  and  further,  that  specie  payment  of  de- 
benture certificates  is  now  refused  at  the  custom 
house,  at  the  very  moment  when  specie  payment  is 
demanded  for  bonds.  The  extreme  hardship  and 
injustice  of  the  demand,  and  the  refusal,  at  the  same 
moment,  cannot  require  comment. 

Under  these  circumstances,  they  respectfully  re- 
quest such  a modification  of  the  requisitions  of  the 
government  as  may  consist  with  justice  and  the 
ability  of  the  community.  To  this  purpose,  a with- 
drawal of  the  specific  instructions  recently  issued 
to  the  collector  of  this  port,  leaving  him  and  the 
merchants  to  devise,  in  good  faith,  the  means  of  ad- 
justing the  claims  of  the  government  with  the  mer- 
cantile community,  would,  perhaps,  be  entirely  suf- 
ficient. A course  like  this  has  been  adopted  on  a 
former  occasion,  and  seems  to  be  the  only  one  now 
practicable.  WM.  STURGIS, 

President  Boston  chamber  of  commerce. 
Thos.  B.  Wales,  ) • - 

Robt.  G.  Shaw,  $vlceP,esia 

G.  M.  Thatcher,  secretary. 


ents. 


Treasury  Department,  21st  May,  1837. 

Gentlemen:  Your  communication,  in  behalf  of 
the  chamber  of  commerce  in  Boston,  concerning 
the  payment  of  duties,  was  received  at  this  depart- 
ment to-day.  Though  without  date,  it  is  presumed 
to  have  been  written  before  the  receipt  in  your  city 
ofthe  proclamation  of  the  president,  calling  a special 
and  early  session  of  congress,  and  of  the  circulars, 
letters  and  notices  of  this  department,  recently  pub- 
lished, concerning  custom  house  bonds.  Copies  of 
these,  are  therefore,  annexed,  numbered  1 to  7,  and 
to  which  I beg  leave  to  refer  for  several  explana- 
tions on  some  of  the  topics  contained  in  your 
memorial. 

In  addition  to  those  explanations,  but  a few  other 
remarks  are  supposed  to  be  necessary  to  put  the 
chamber  of  commerce  in  full  possession  of  the  views 
of  the  undersigned,  in  respect  to  your  request,  and, 
it  is  hoped,  to  satisfy  you  that  every  thing  has  been 
done,  and  will  continue  to  be  done,  here  for  relief 
to  the  merchants  in  the  present  distressing  emergen- 
cy, which  the  laws  sanction,  and  my  limited  authori- 
ty permits. 

One  of  the  earliest  acts  passed  by  the  first  con- 
gress convened  under  the  present  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  was  that  of  July  31st,  1789,  express- 
ly requiring  all  duties  to  be  “received  in  gold  and 
silver  only,”  and  which  provision  has  been  virtually 
continued  in  subsequent  laws.  The  circular  of  this 
department  from  whose  operation  yon  ask  lobe  ex- 
empted, is  only  a repetition  or  an  affirmance  of  that 
act,  except  it  contains  a mitigation,  justified  by  a 
long  and  liberal  construction  which  authorises  an 
equivalent  for  specie  to  be  also  received. 

Under  that  construction,  anxious  as  the  depart- 
ment has  been,  and  still  is,  to  extend  every  indul- 
gence to  those  connected  with  it,  which  is  not  incon- 
sistent with  law  and  public  duty,  it  sanctioned  the 
receipt  of  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks  instead 
of  specie  for  customs,  and  all  the  drafts  or  checks  of 
the  treasurer,  not  paid  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
holder  by  the  banks  on  which  they  are  drawn. — 
D,  penture  bonds  are  likewise  receivable  in  payment 
of  duties,  and,  whenever  doubt  has  arisen  on  that 
point,  express  instructions  have  been  given  to  take 
them. 

Beyond  these  alleviations  the  department  has  yet 
been  unable  to  discover  any  legal  authority  which 
it  possesses,  or  is  able  to  delegate  to  others,  to  re- 
ceive substitutes  for  the  specie,  which  is  impera- 
tively required  by  law  in  payment  of  duties.  On 
the  contrary,  by  a reference  to  the  various  acts  of 
congress  bearing  on  this  subject,  it  will  be  manifest 
that  if  the  department,  under  the  influence  of  sym- 
pathy rather  than  of  official  obligation,  should  allow 
any  thing  not  equivalent  to  specie  to  be  received 
for  duties, it  would  violate  the  letter  of  the  original 
law  on  this  subject,  and  the  invariable  practice 
under  it,  with  one  brief  and  occasional  exception,! 
which  existed  only  in  certain  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, about  twenty  years  since,  and  commenced  dur- 1 


ing  invasion  and  war.  It  would  also  act  in  conflict 
with  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  joint  resolution 
of  congress,  afterwards  passed  in  April,  1816,  lor 
the  avowed  purpose  of  preventing  any  longer  or 
future  deviation  from  the  act  of  1789. 

If,  in  a period  of  profound  peace,  and  in  many 
respects  of  great  prosperity,  the  president  and  the 
undersigned,  as  mere  executive  officers,  jealously 
restricted  by  the  constitution  and  by  statutes,  should 
proceed  to  dispense  with  these  laws,  without  pre- 
vious permission  from  congress,  it  might  certainly 
be  considered  one  of  those  unwarrantable  usurpa- 
tions of  power,  so  boldly  and  cogently  denounced 
by  our  forefathers;  and  without  doubt,  we  should 
next,  and  on  similar  grounds,  be  requested  to  extend 
a like  indulgence  to  ail  debtors  of  the  government, 
whether  individuals  or  banks,  and  to  all  the  purchas- 
ers of  the  public  lands,  though  these  last  are  like- 
wise required  by  statute  to  be  paid  for  in  “specie, 
or  in  evidences  of  the  public  debt  of  the  U.  States.” 
Any  such  disregard  of  those  imperative  requisitions 
would  lead  to  other  consequences,  almost  equally 
alarming  and  deplorable,  as  it  would  amount  to  the 
receipt  for  duties  of  what  was  less  valuable  to  the 
community  and  to  the  government,  than  what  the 
acts  of  congress  expressly  direct. 

In  this  w’ay,  without  legal  authority,  the  interests 
of  the  United  States  would  further  be  injuriously 
relinquished  and  compromited,  by  virtually  allow- 
ing  a dimunition  of  the  whole  tariff  of  duties,  and 
all  the  incidental  benefits,  anticipated  from  it,  to  any 
of  the  great  branches  of  industry  in  the  country — 
quite  to  the  extent  of  the  difference  in  value  between 
specie  and  the  notes  of  the  banks  not  paying  specie. 
The  many  millions  of  unavailable  paper,  which  would 
thus  be  placed  in  the  treasury  for  duties  and  other 
debt,  it  would  be  difficult  to  compute;  as  beside  the 
twenty-six  or  twenty-seven  millions  now  due  from 
individuals  and  banks,  most,  if  not  all  of  the  future 
revenue  accruing  from  customs,  or  the  increased 
sales  of  public  land  in  consequence  of  such  a system, 
would  be  paid  to  the  United  States  in  notes  of  the 
same  depreciated  character.  It  deserves  considera- 
tion, likewise,  what  could  legally  be  done  with  such 
funds,  when  collected,  as  by  the  second  section  of 
the  act  of  April  14th,  1836,  t he  treasury  is  expressly 
forbidden  to  offer  in  payment  of  any  claim  whatever 
against  the  United  States,  “any  bank  note  of  any 
denomination,  unless  the  same  shall  be  payable,  and 
be  paid  on  demand,  in  gold  or  silver  coin  at  the  place 
where  issued,  and  shall  not  be  equivalent  to  specie 
at  the  place  where  offered,  and  convertible  into  gold 
or  silver  upon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  and 
without  delay  or  loss  to  him.” 

How  great  would  be  the  loss  on  such  irredeema- 
ble funds,  and  who  ought  to  bear  it,  when  they  are 
received  contrary  to  law,  and  how  destructive  such 
measures  would  prove  to  the  preservation  of  a sound 
constitutional  currency,  by  indirectly  sanctioning, 
as  they  would,  the  disuse  of  specie  for  it  here,  and 
the  consequent  export  of  it,  in  large  quantities,  to 
foreign  countries,  as  an  article  of  trade,  need  not  be 
dwelt  on  at  this  time.  It  is  moreover  manifest,  that 
all  such  collections  would  further  disable  the  trea- 
sury from  paying  immediately,  in  the  manner  it  is 
bound  by  law  and  good  faith  to  do,  the  various  pub- 
lic creditors;  some  of  whom  are  stated,  as  a matter 
of  complaint,  in  your  memorial,  not  to  be  able  now 
to  obtain  specie  for  their  claims.  But  if  the  indem- 
nity certificates  and  debentures  to  which  you  refer, 
have  not  all  been  paid  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  to 
the  merchants  or  other  holders,  you  may  rest  assur- 
ed that  the  failure  to  do  it  has  not  arisen  from  any 
direction  to  that  effect  by  the  treasury;  but  on  the 
contrary,  that  express  orders  have  been  given  to 
meet  both  in  specie,  when  demanded,  and  if  not 
done,  the  failure  has  occurred,  and  will  continue  only 
in  consequence  of  the  regretted  omission  of  the  mer- 
chants themselves,  promptly  to  discharge  their 
bonds  in  specie:  and  of  a like  omission  on  the  part 
of  the  banks  (through  the  misfortune  or  advice  of 
many  of  their  customers)  not  to  continue  to  dis- 
charge their  obligations  in  the  manner  provided  by- 
law, and  their  agreements  with  the  treasury.  One 
great  and  paramount  object,  therefore  in  requiring 
that  the  public  dues  should  continue  to  be  paid  to  the 
United  States  in  a legal  manner,  is  to  enable  the 
department,  in  this  emergency,  faithfully  and 
promptly  to  pay  others  in  that  manner,  arid,  as  soon 
as  practicable,  to  overcome  any  embarrassments  or 
delays  to  its  own  creditors,  which  may  have  hap- 
pened in  consequence  of  the  course  pursued  by 
these  on  whom  the  government  is  immediately  de- 
pendent for  its  available  means.  You  justly  intimate 
that  the  public  payments  ought  to  be  made  in  this 
way;  and  you  may  rest  assured  that,  in  all  cases 
where  creditors  are  not  otherwise  satisfied,  it  will 
cheerfully  be  done,  the  moment  the  treasury  is 
enabled  to  accomplish  it.  by  a compliance  with  their 
engagements,  on  the  part  of  those  indebted  to  the 
United  States.  If,  from  the  accidents  and  misfor- 


tunes of  others,  in  any  instance,  such  an  inability  as 
you  describe  has  occurred  with  any  of  our  fiscal  de- 
positories or  custom  house  officers;  and  any  reproach 
should  inconsiderately  be  cast  on  the  government, 
for  this  inability,  which  has  been  caused  by  others, 
though,  without  doubt,  unintentionally,  you  may 
rest  satisfied,  that  no  proper  effort  will  be  spared  to 
avoid  deserving  the  censure  ol  “extreme  hardship  or 
injustice,”  on  this  account,  and  (by  strenuously  en- 
deavoring to  do  to  others  all  which  it  asks  of  them) 
to  discharge  every  claim  against  the  government, 
in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  at  the  earliest  day  prac- 
ticable. 

In  connection  with  this,  and  merely  in  justifica- 
tion of  the  treasury,  it  may  be  proper  to  notice  fur- 
ther, that  beside  near  thirty  mi  11  ions  elsewhere,  some- 
thing like  three  quarters  of  a million  of  dollars  were 
due  in  your  city  alone  from  merchants,  and  institu- 
tions of  which  many  of  them  are  members,  and 
payable  to  the  United  States,  in  specie,  and  on  de- 
mand, at  the  time  your  memorial  was  lorwarded, 
setting  forth  the  omission  of  our  fiscal  agents  to  pay 
in  that  currency  some  small  demands  held  by  a por- 
tion of  the  mercantile  community. 

This  department  is  aware,  that  even  after  all  its 
forbearance  and  mitigations,  some  embairassment 
must  still  be  undergone  in  certain  cases,  by  means  of 
incidental  difficulties,  and  the  strictness  of  the  laws 
as  to  cash  duties,  which  were  introduced  wholly  for 
the  benefit  of  manufactures,  rather  than  of  the  finan- 
ces. But  it  cannot  concur  in  the  opinion  that  dur- 
ing the  present  favorable  condition  of  the  country, 
in  respect  to  its  large  amount  of  specie,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  obtain  sufficient  for  this  purpose;  and 
considering  that  all  which  is  paid  must  immediately 
return  into  active  circulation,  it  trusts  that  the  mer- 
chants will  find  themselves  fully  indemnified  for  the 
inconvenience  and  limited  sacrifices  to  which  they 
may  be  exposed  in  obtaining  the  small  sums  neces- 
sary for  their  object,  by  and  after  the  liberal  indul- 
gences authorised  on  their  duty  bonds. 

Thus,  by  instructions  published  at  Boston  since 
your  letter  was  probably  written,  the  disagreeable 
result  you  anticipate,  to  wit:  “that  there  is  no  course 
left  to  the  merchants  but  to  submit  to  a suit  and  its 
unpleasant  consequences,”  need  rarely,  if  ever, 
occur  in  cases  of  real  solvency;  as  liberal  exten- 
sions of  credit  have  been  permitted  under  proper 
circumstances,  before  as  well  as  after  suit,  till  the 
meeting  of  congress;  and,  in  addition  to  these,  an 
extraordinary  session  of  that  body  has  been  called 
by  the  president,  at  the  earliest  convenient  day-, 
with  a view,  among  other  things,  to  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity for  new  legislation  to  yield  further  relief  in 
the  present  embarrassing  posture  of  alfairs. 

With  these  explanations,  and  such  others  as  ap- 
pear in  the  documents  before  referred  to,  and  which, 
ere  this,  have  probably  reached  your  city,  the  de- 
partment cherishes  a hope  that  your  chamber  of 
commerce  will  be  satisfied  that  every  thing  of  an  al- 
leviating character  has  already  been  done,  in  re- 
pect  to  duty  bonds,  which  the  laws  sanction,  and 
the  public  interests  justify;  that  all  proper  exertions 
have  been  made,  and  are  making  by  it  to  preserve 
the  same  good  and  legal  fidelity  in  its  obligations  to 
others  which  it  requests  of  them;  that  if  not  success- 
ful, the  failure  will  arise  from  the  misfortunes  or 
neglect  of  others;  and  that  by  a firm  perseverance  in 
the  path  of  duty  on  this  subject,  reciprocal  aid  will 
be  conferred  both  by  the  merchants  and  the  treasury 
to  preserve  a sound  state  of  the  currency  for  all 
public  purposes,  and  gradually,  if  not  speedily,  to 
restore  one  for  all  the  ordinary  transactions  of  life. 

This  department  confides  so  much  in  the  intelli- 
gence, correct  principles,  and  patriotism  of  thes  > 
who  through  you  have  addressed  it,  that  it  cannot 
doubt  they  will  be  solicitous  to  prevent,  even  in 
times  of  the  greatest  embarrassment,  any  discredit 
being  cast  on  the  character  and  practical  workings 
of  our  free  institutions. 

It  feels  satisfied  that  the  chamber  of  commerce, 
as  well  as  the  whole  community,  must,  after  reflect- 
ing on  such  considerations,  become  quite  as  desirous 
as  the  undersigned  for  a mutual  and  vigorous  co- 
operation to  uphold  the  habitual  opinions  and  prac- 
tices in  favor  of  the  inviolability  of  the  constitution 
and  laws,  which  are  fortunately  so  far  characteristic 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  population  in  every  quarter 
of  the  union. 

It  is  in  this  manner  only  that  the  department  can 
be  enabled  to  carry  on  the  fiscal  operations  of  the 
treasury,  so  as  to  maintain  the  public  faith  unim- 
paired at  home  and  abroad,  and  sustain,  as  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  currency,  a sound  standard  of  value,  in 
the  true  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  according  to 
the  best  established  principles  of  political  economy. 

Respectfully,  yours,  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

To  William  Sturgis,  president,  G.  Wales,  Ji.  G. 
Shaiv,  vice  presidents,  and  G.  M.  Thatcher,  secretary 
of  the  Boston  chamber  of  commerce. 
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Illinois.  The  governor  of  Illinois  has  called  an 
extra  session  of  the  legislature  early  in  July  to  take 
into  consideration  the  act  ofsuspension  by  the  banks 
of  the  state  and  the  general  condition  of  the  country. 

Michigan.  The  governor  of  Michigan  upon  the 
12th  inst.  issued  his  message  to  the  legislature  of 
the  state.  He  recommends  “as  the  only  alterna- 
tive, although  a deplorable  and  hazardous  one,  the 
passage  of  a law,  exempting  all  the  banks,  reported 
as  sale  and  solvent  by  the  commissioner,  for  one 
year,  or  until  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  in 
New  York  and  other  states,  from  the  liabilities  of  a 
forfeiture  of  charter  for  declining  to  pay  specie  on 
their  notes.” 

Arkansas.  This  state  has  lost  the  use  of  her  por- 
tion of  the  surplus  revenue,  in  consequence  of  the 
negligence  of  the  state  treasurer.  He  had  drafts  on 
the  Agricultural  bank  of  Natchez,  for  $'135,000, 
which  he  happened  to  be  too  late  in  presenting.  He 
has  proceeded  to  Washington  to  ascertain  whether 
the  government  can  afford  relief. 

Indiana.  By  a list  given  in  a late  number  of  the 
Indianapolis  Journal,  it  appears  that  there  are  now 
fifty  two  newspapers  published  in  that  slate. 

New  Hampshire.  The  votes  for  members  of  con- 
gress have  been  canvassed  in  this  state — the  demo- 
cratic ticket  averages  about  21,500,  the  federal  tick- 
et about  1,000. 

Gas.  Mobile  was  lighted  up  with  gas  last  night 
for  the  first  time.  Thus  have  two  of  our  great 
southern  cities  received  all  the  benefits  of  gas  light- 
ing from  the  individual  energies  of  one  man.  Such 
a citizen  is  a public  benefactor,  and  that  citizen 
is  James  H.  Caldwell.  [IV.  O.  Bui. 

The  pea  trade.  The  Burlington  Gazette  says, 
we  are  told  that  from  three  to  five  hundred  bushels 
of  peas  have  been  sent  to  New  York  daily,  from 
this  place,  during  the  past  week. 

Symptoms  of  the  grippe.  A disease  partaking  of 
the  character  of  influenza  and  lung  fever,  is  very 
prevalent  among  the  children  in  Cambridge,  Mass, 
and  other  towns  in  that  vincinty.  So  says  the 
Boston  Medical  Journal. 

Diplomatic  change.  Theodore  S.  Fay,  esq.  here- 
tofore secretary  of  legation  to  the  United  States 
embassy  in  London,  lias  been  transferred  to  the 
same  post  in  Berlin. 

The  auction  fraud  case.  The  trial  of  Messrs. 
Still  and  Aaron,  auctioneers,  for  a fradulent  sale  of 
goods  to  a Mr.  Adolphus,  from  the  West  Indies, 
which  has  occupied  the  court  of  sessions  for  three 
days,  resulted  yesterday  in  a verdict  of  guilty. 
The  amount  of"  the  testimony  is,  that  the  auction- 
eers were  in  the  habit  of  representing  gilt  and  plat- 
ed goods  to  be  gold  and  silver — using,  it  is  true, 
words  and  phrases  of  ambiguous  import,  but  such 
as  any  unsuspecting  person  would  receive  as  posi- 
tive assurance.  For  instance,  they  would  put  up  a 
box  containing  a great  number  of  articles,  some  few 
which  were  gold,  and  then  make  a solemn  and 
positive  averment  that  the  box  contained  gold.  It 
was  also  proved,  that  they  had  hired  bidders  pre- 
sent at  their  sales,  whose  office  it  was  to  run  up  the 
prices.  They  would  moreover  sell  brass  rings  in 
bunches  of  two  or  three  dozen  with  olher  articles 
of  more  value,  putting  up  the  lot  at  so  much  a 
piece,  and  leading  the  bidders  to  suppose  that  each 
bunch  of  rings  was  to  be  taken  as  one  piece,  but 
counting  the  rings  separately  in  the  hills.  On  the 
whole,  the  evidence  of  fraudulent  intent  and  prac- 
tice was  clear  enough,  although  there  was  consi- 
derable cleverness  displayed  in  attempting  to  keep 
on  (he  windy  side  of  the  law. 

The  counsel  for  the  defendants  took  a bill  of  ex- 
ceptions, and  will  move  for  a new  trial. 

[ N.  Y.  Commercial  Adv. 

The  small  pox,  is  prevailing,  to  a limited  extent, 
in  New  York. 

Naval.  The  Boston  Transcript  says  that  orders 
have  been  received  at  the  Charlestown  navy  yard, 
to  build  a new  sloop  of  war  of  the  first  class. 

The  United  States  frigate  United  States,  captain 
Wilkinson,  arrived  at  Gibraltar  on  the  9th  of  May 
from  Malaga. 

Pilots.  Since  the  late  enactments  by  congress 
and  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  the  pilot  monopoly 
of  the  port  of  New  York  has  been  broken  up. — 
The  competition  is  now  so  great  that  vessels  are 
frequently  boarded  before  they  are  in  sight  of  land. 

Novelty.  The  Whitchallers  were  amused  yester- 
day, says  the  New  York  Express,  by  seeing  a 
splendid  wagon  drawn  by  two  goats,  in  full  har- 
ness, driven  by.  a gentleman,  who  crossed  to  Long 
Island  in  the  south  ferry  boat.  The  goats  were 
very  gentle,  and  seemed  to  be  proud  of  their  occu- 


pation; and,  if  generally  used,  will  be  of  great  sav- 
ing, as  fifty  goats  will  not  consume  half  as  much  as 
one  horse  in  a day. 

Riots.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  re- 
vised statutes  of  Massachusetts,  relative  to  riots, 
which  is  well  worthy  of  particular  attention: 

“If  any  of  the  rioters  shall  demolish,  pull  down 
or  destroy,  or  shall  begin  to  destroy  or  pull  down, 
any  dwelling  house  or  other  building,  or  any  ship 
or  vessel,  he  shall  be  punished  with  five  years  im- 
prisonment in  the  state  prison,  or  by  not  over  one 
thousand  dollars  fine,  and  imprisonment  in  the 
county  jail  not  over  two  years;  and  also  shall  be 
amenable  to  any  person  injured,  to  the  full  amount 
of  damages.” 


Attempt  upon  the  express  rider.  We  learn  from 
the  eastern  express  mail  rider,  that  an  attempt  was 
made  by  two  or  more  persons  to  stop  him  by  force, 
on  Sunday  night  last,  about  30  o’clock,  when  near 
the  village  of  Abingdon,  in  Harford  county,  on  his 
route  eastward.  The  rider  states  that  he  was  way- 
laid, with  what  object  he  is  ignorant,  and  that  the 
first  knowledge  he  had  of  the  lact  was  the  utter- 
ance of  a concerted  signal  by  one  of  them,  and  the 
rush  of  two  persons  from  the  road  side  in  front  of 
him.  One  of  them  he  says  threw  a noose,  but  not 
being  expert  at  the  lasso,  it  did  not  take  effect— 
the  other  struck  his  horse  a severe  blow  on  the 
head.  But  the  rider  held  on  his  way,  despite  of  these 
hindrances,  and  made  his  escape.  [Balt.  Patriot. 


Paper  mill  burnt.  Our  Boston  correspondents 
the  Messrs.  Toplitf  write  under  date  of  Saturday 
evening,  as  follows.  “The  paper  manufactory  of 
Messrs.  Moses  Garleton  & Co.  at  Shirley,  (Mass.) 
was  destroyed  last  night  by  fire.  Loss  estimated 
at  $25,000.  Insured  in  this  city  at  one  office 
$10,000. 

Richard  II.  White,  lately  confined  in  the  jail  of 
Washington  county,  D.  C.  on  a charge  of  burning 
the  treasury  office,  and  who  has  been  tried  already 
several  times,  without  the  jury  ever  being  able  to 
render  a verdict,  has  been  released.  The  bail  re- 
quired for  his  appearance  to  take  his  trial  hereafter, 
was  one  thousand  dollars,  and  his  mother-in-law, 
Mrs.  Harker,  of  N.  J.  entered  into  a recognizance  to 
that  amount. 

Illegal  importation  of  aliens  into  New  York.  The 
corporation  have  taken  up  this  subject  in  earnest, 
and  are  adopting  the  most  rigorous  measures  for 
putting  an  end  to  the  alleged  abuses.  Within  the 
last  few  days  captain  Swinford  of  the  barque  Ocean 
has  been  arrested  at  the  suit  of  the  corporation  on  a 
writ  for  $ 100,000 , for  not  having  bonded  his  pas- 
sengers. The  penally  is  $500  lor  every  passenger 
so  neglected  to  be  bonded,  and  hence  the  large 
amount  for  which  the  corporation  have  sued  him. 
The  corporation  attorney,  however,  consented  to 
take  bail  for  him  in  the  sum  of  $10,000,  which  he 
procured,  and  was  liberated.  Captain  Kay  of  the 
ship  St.  George  was  also  arrested  on  a writ  for  a 
similar  amount,  and  not  being  able  to  procure  bail 
in  $10,000,  he  remains  in  prison.  [Jour,  of  Com. 

Good  quarters.  A correspondent  of  the  Boston 
Herald,  in  New  York,  says  that  the  keeper  of  the 
poor  house  in  that  city,  in  reading  one  of  the  letters 
handed  to  him  to  be  deposited  in  the  post  office, 
found  the  following  passage  in  a letter  from  a foreign 
pauper  to  one  of  his  countrymen. 

“We  are  living  in  a palace — having  nothing  to 
do — plenty  of  good  food,  and  are  treatedlike  princes 
— Americais  the  country.  Come  out  yourself, 

AND  FETCH  ALL  YOUR  FRIENDS.  OuR  RESIDENCE 
IS  ON  THE  BANK  OF  A BEAUTIFUL  RIVER.” 


A splendid  chandelier,  intended  for  the  senate 
chamber  of  Maryland,  has  just  been  finished  by 
Messrs.  Cornelius  & Son,  of  Philadelphia.  The  U. 
S.  Gazette  says  of  it — ■ 

The  twelve  astral  lamps  which  foim  the  chan- 
| delier,  are  supported  by  handsome  brackets,  of  an 
original  design,  manufactured  from  materials  sus- 
ceptible ol  a high  degree  of  finish  peculiar  to  this 
work,  alone  the  perfection  of  .which  the  manufac- 
turers, Messrs.  Cornelius  &.Son,  have  attained  by  a 
series  of  careful  and  costly  experiments.  The  result 
as  exhibited  in  their  manufacture,  fully  justifies  the 
pains  and  expense  by  which  it  has  been  brought 
about.  The  splendid  appearance  which  their  store 
always  presents  in  the  evening  when  lighted  is 
greatly  increased  by  the  addition  now  made  of  the 
above  chandelier,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  ihings 
of  the  kind  that  we  have  ever  seen. 

Fire.  A disastrous  fire  occured  at  Rochester, 
N.  York,  on  the  11th  inst.  It  broke  out  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Buffalo  and  Front  streets,  and  destroyed  the 
stores  of  Messrs. Barton  & Co.,  E.  M.  Parsons,  L. 
W.  Sibbey  & Co.,  Farley  & Hamilton,  Geo.  A. 
Avery  & Co.,  J.  Graves,  and  the  Messrs.  Miller. 
Loss  about  $75,000— much  of  which  is  covered  by 
insurance.  The  post  office  narrowly  escaped.  Ail 
the  letters  were  packed  up  and  removed. 

Paddy  Carr.  A St.  Augustine  letter  of  June  1st, 
published  in  the  Charleston  Mercury,  says — “Pad- 
dy Carr  is  a dark  Indian  about  40  years  of  age  5 
feet  9 inches,  handsomely  proportioned,  and  mus- 
cular in  his  person,  very  intelligent  in  conversation, 
and  has  no  doubt  received  a good  education.  He 
speaks  our  language  with  fluency,  is  correct  in  his 
manners,  the  latter  acquirements  has  obtained  for 
him  admittance  into  some  of  our  most  respectable 
families — lie  is  fond  of  the  society  of  the  ladies, 
and  loses  no  opportunity  to  visit  them — in  fact  for 
an  Indian,  he  is  a rara  avis.” 

Tobacco  trade.  Dr.  Niles,  formerly  secretary  of 
legation  in  France,  has  been  appointed  agent  to 
Austria,  to  ascertain  the  facts  relative  to  the  to- 
bacco trade. 


Sharp  practice.  A week  or  two  since,  the  papers 
noticed  the  somewhat  noticeable  fact,  that  a number 
of  convicts  had  been  sentenced,  at  Quebec,  to  trans- 
portation to  England — to  be  thence  conveyed,  we 
presume,  to  Botany  Bay.  It  seems -that  the  turbu- 
lent rogues  were  minded  to  steer  their  course  in 
some  other  direction,  for  they  had  not  got  out  of 
sight  of  land,  when  sure  information  was  given  to 
the  captain  that  nineteen  of  them  had  managed  to 
throw  off’  their  fetters,  and  had  arranged  a plan  to 
master  the  crew  and  officers,  set  them  adrift  in  the 
long  boat,  and  retain  possession  of  the  ship.  It 
luckily  happened,  that  almost  immediately  after 
this  discovery  a brisk  gale  sprang  up,  and  the  ras- 
cals grew  very  sea  sick,  and  of  course  very  helpless; 
to  use  the  expression  of  the  pilot,  who  brings  this 
information,  they  were  all  “as  weak  as  cats.” 
Thereupon  the  captain  had  them  brought  up,  one 
by  one,  from  below — stripped  to  the  buff — and  be, 
labored  with  a cat-o’-nine  tails,  till  they  roared  for 
mercy.  Then  they  were  carefully  hand-cuffed  and 
heel-cuffed,  and  otherwise  provided  for — and  the 
ship  went  on  her  way,  with  a reasonable  prospect 
of  fulfilling  her  voyage  in  perfect  safety  to  all  the 
parties.  [IY  Y.  Commercial  Adv. 

Coinage  of  gold  at  the  mint  during  the  month  of 
May.  Remaining  uncoined  on  the  30th 
of  April  $309,640 

Deposites  in  the  month  of  May — 

Coins  of  the  U.  States  of  old  standard  755 
Bullion  of  the  United  States  15,400 

Foreign  coins  5,170 

Foreign  bullion  and  jewelry  50,570 

71,895 


Gold  coinage  in  May,  of  which 
$111,000  was  in  quarter  eagles 


381,535 

268,000 


Remaining  uncoined  May  31st 


$113,535 


Illinois  and  Michigan  canal.  Contracts  to  the 
amount  of  about  $5,000,000,  were  made  by  the 
commissioners  on  Saturday  last,  and  at  about 
$60,000  less  than  the  estimated  prices.  Laborers 
to  almost  any  number  can  now  find  employment 
on  the  diff  erent  sections  of  the  lino,  and  receive 
high  prices.  Several  thousand  are  wanted  immedi- 
ately. [ Chicago  American  26 th  May. 

Enormous  grape  vine.  The  Peoria  Register  states 
that  in  the  county  of  Tazewell,  in  Illinois,  about 
two  miles  east  of  Peoria,  is  a grape  l ine  which 
measures  forty-one  inches  and  a half  in  circumfer- 
ence. 

All  is  not  gold  that  glitters.  The  deposite  of  gold, 
which  it  is  said  has  lately  been  unbosomed  in  Al- 
bemarle county,  and  brought  forth  to  the  light  of 
day,  we  understand,  is  not  genuine,  very  much  to 
the  regret  no  doubt  of  the  finder,  who  deserves  a 
better  fate  than  a parcel  of  trash  in  the  sh.ipe'  nf 
counterfeit  or  spurious  coin.  Better  luck  attend 
him  for  the  future.  [Charlottesville  Va.  Rep. 

Immigration.  The  suffeiing  produced  among  the 
labouring  classes  by  the  excess  of  immigration,  and 
the  almost  total  suspension  of  mechanical  business, 
may  be  appreciated  by  a reference  to  tire  almshouse 
statistics  of  yesterday. 

The  number  of  emigrants  arriving  at  this  port  on 
the  6th,  7th  and  8th  of  the  present  month,  amounted 

to  TWENTY-FOUR  HUNDRED. 

The  number  of  paupers  now  in  the  almshouse, 
amount  to  three  thousand  and  eighty-five. 

The  accommodations  at  this  establishment,  exten- 
sive as  they  are,  are  so  limited  in  comparison  with 
the  importunities  for  admission  that  the  public 
must  ere  long  provide  some  other  and  more  efficient 
relief  for  those  who  are  no\v  here,  or  see  those  who 
are  expected,  die  in  the  public  streets.  This  is  a 
subject,  which  more  than  any  other  calls  for  imme- 
diate action.  [N.  Y.  Courier. 
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OCJ* Fifteen  pages  of  the  present  sheet  are  tilled 
with  highly  important  papers  in  relation  to  the  suit 
now  pending  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  against  the  post- 
master general,  viz: 

1.  Letter  of  the  postmaster  general  to  the  chief  jus- 
tice of  the  circuit  court,  1).  C.  giving  the  grounds 
on  which  he  d >nies  their  legal  authority  to  issue 
a mandamus,  commanding  him  to  credit  Messrs. 
Stockton  & Stokes,  and  others,  with  a certain 
sum  of  money  awarded  them  by  the  late  solicitor 
of  the  treasury. 

1!.  Opinion  of  the  uti  ,'ney  genera!  in  relation  to  the 
.po-v  T of  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia to  issue  a mandamus  to  compel  the  post- 
master general  to  credit  Messrs.  Stockton  & 
Stoker,  and  others  with  a certain  sum  of  money. 

III. ,  t.i  exposition  of  llm  grounds  on  which  the  post- 
master general  declined  executing  a part  of  the 
award  of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  in  favor  of 
Messrs.  Stockton  & Stokes,  and  others. 

IV.  Reply  of  Virgil  Mnxcy , esq.  late  solicitor  of  the 
treasury,  to  the  exposition  of  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral. 

The  great  importance  of  the  questions  embraced 
in  these  papers,  and  the  extraordinary  interest 
which  the  suit  has  awakened  in  all  sections  of  the 
country,  will  excuse  ns  for  devoting  so  much  space 
to  the  subject — for  nothing  else  could  justify  it, 
pressed  as  we  are  for  room  for  many  other  import- 
ant matters  claiming  an  insertion.  The  above  pa- 
pers published  in  the  usual  pamphlet  form,  would 
lill  eighty  pages! 

0c5“Ia  our  next  we  will  publish  a communication 
from  ex-president  Jackson,  which  appeared  in  the 
Nashville  Union  of  the  loth  ultimo,  reviewing  the 
testimony  of  judge  White  submitted  to  the  select 
committee  appointed  at  the  last  session  of  congress 
to  investigate  the  condition  of  the  various  executive 
departments — and  will  add  the  testimony  of  judge 
White,  in  extenso,  that  the  whole  subject  may  be 
fairly  presented  to  our  readers,  and  for  reference. 

Postages.  There  is  no  class  of  persons  who 
suffer  more  from  the  derangement  of  the  currency 
than  the  publishers  of  newspapers — especially  those, 
who  like  ourself,  have  subscribers  in  every  section 
of  the  union.  For,  independent  of  the  falling  off  in 
our  receipts,  which,  for  the  last  ten  months  of  the  pre- 
sent editorial  year  have  not  equalled  those  of  any  three 
of  the  preceding,  the  shavings  on  the  small  amounts  re- 
ceived are  most  ruinous,  and  deprive  us  of  ail  profit 
on  our  capital  and  labor.  These  things  are  griev- 
ous to  bear,  but  are  submitted  to  with  a moderate 
degree  of  patience  in  the  belief  that  we  are  sharing 
the  common  fate  of  our  tribe — the  most  neglected 
when -they  most  need  assistance,  and  the  first  re- 
sorted to  when  assistance  is  required  by  that  un- 
grateful “monster,”  the  public.  From  the  following 
extract  of  a letter  from  a highly  respectable  gentle- 
man in  Louisiana,  it  will  be  seen  we  are  subject  to 
loss  o:t  another  account;  but  this,  too,  will  be 
quietly  borne,  and  we  publish  the  extract  merely 
to  show  how  promptly  the  sms  of  others  are  visited 
upon  the  “poor  printer.” 

“The  late  regulation  of  the  post  office  department 
in  requiring  specie  for  postages,  makes  it  extreme- 
ly inconvenient  for  planters  at  the  present  moment; 
and  to  avoid  compliance,  I am  stopping  all  rny  fo- 
reign papers  .and  curtailing  my  correspondence. 
You  will  therefore  receive  this  notire  to  stop  the 
Register,  and  forward  your  account  to  the  postmas- 
ter at 

Virginia.  The  legislature  of  this  state  adjourn- 
ed on  Saturday  last.  During  its  session  six  acts 
were  passed;  three  of  general  and  three  of'  local 
interest.  The  three  first  were — -an  act  to  stay  pro- 
ceedings on  executions,  trust  deeds,  and  other  evi- 
dences of  debt,  in  case  of  refusal  to  receive  the 
notes  of  certain  hanks  of  the  state  in  payment  there- 
of— an  act  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  banks  of 
the  commonwealth,  [authorising  them  to  suspend 
specie  payments] — a';td  an  act  relating  to  the  state’s 
proportion  of  the  surplus  revenue.  The  bill  au- 
thorising the  banks  to  issue  small  bills,  was  ordered 
to  a third  reading  by  a majority  of  ten  votes,  but 
finally,  it  was  indefinitely  postponed  by  a vote  of 
61  to  GO. 
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We  learn  from  (he  “Whig”  that  a deficiency  has 
been  ascertained  lo  exist  in  the  revenue  of  the  state, 
to  mc-et  the  ordinary  expenditures  and  the  interest 
on  the  state  loans.  It  therefore  became  necessary 
to  appropriate  a portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  de- 
rived from  the  U.  States  to  the  object  last  named. 

Small  notes.  On  Thursday  last  the  city  coun- 
cils of  Baltimore  passed  an  ordinance  authorising 
the  issue  of  certificates  lor  small  sums  (o  the  amount 
of  $ 350,000 — this  is  in  addition  to  the  amount  of 
§•100,000,  heretofoie  put  in  circulation,  and  found 
lp.be  entirely  inadequate  to. the  demand.  For  such 
Is"  the  scarcity  of  change  in  the  neighboring  cities 
and  towns, 'that  tile  certificates  of  the  corporation 
of  Baltimore  arc  gladly  received  and  used  in  local 
business. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,  find- 
ing it  impracticable  to  prosecute  their  business  in 
the  present  scarcity  of  specie,  commenced  the  issue 
of  change  notes  on  the  20th  alt . 

Loco-foco  meeting.  There  was  a great  meet- 
ing of  the  party,  so  called,  af  the  Park  in  New 
York,  on  Monday  last.  The  New  York  Evening 
Post  gives  tile  following  as  the  substance  of  the 
resolutions  which  were  adopted  without  dissent,  viz: 

“That  the  banking  system  was  at  war  with  the 
interests  of  society  and  the  constitution;  that  a na- 
tional bank  was  not  a proper  remedy  for  the  evils 
of  the  paper  money  system;  that  the  late  suspen- 
sion act  is  ex-post  facto,  and  impairs  the  obligations 
of  contracts;  that  the  governor  be  requested  to  call 
the  legislature  together;  that  a state  convention  be 
called,  to  assemble  at  Utica  next  September;  that 
a new  constitution  be  proposed,  one  of  the  clauses 
of  which  should  be;  that  actual  settlers  might  occupy 
from  eighty  to  two  hundred  acres  each  of  the  public 
lands;  that  the  banks  ought  to  assist  poor  persons  in 
effecting  a settlement  on  the  public  domain;  that  con- 
gress ought  to  pass  a land  bill  wilh  those  provisions; 
that  the  meeting  would  sustain  the  president  in  en- 
forcing the  payment  of  specie,  arid  in  his  pledged 
hostility  to  paper  money;  that  the  greatest  evils  of 
paper  money  are  its  vast  fluctuations;  that  all  con- 
nexion between  bank  and  state  ought  to  be  dis- 
solved; and  that  all  candidates  for  public  offices 
should  be  required  to  sign  a pledge  to  support  the 
above  principles.” 

Pennsylvania.  The  election  to  supply  the  va- 
cancy in  the  third  congressional  district,  took  place 
on  1 hursday  last,  and  resulted  in  the  election  of 
Charles  Naylor,  esq.  the  whig  candidate,  by  a ma- 
jority estimated  at  300  votes,  over  Charles  J.  In- 
gersoll,  esq.  the  Van  Buren  candidate. 

Alabama.  Clement  C.  Clay  has  been  elected  a 
senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years,  from 
this  state,  in  the  place  of  lohn  McKinley,  who,  it 
appears,  has  resigned  bis  seat.  Mr.  Clay  is  now 
governor  of  the  state,  and  was  formerly  for  several 
years  a representative  in  congress. 

Appointments  by  the  president.  Henry  E. 
Coleman,  to  be  consul  of  the  United  States  for  the 
port  of  Tobasco,  Mexico. 

Gregory  E.  Perdicaris,  to  be  consul  ol  the  United 
States  for  the  city  of  Athens,  Greece. 

Mexico.  .The  message  of  president  Bnstamente 
(o  the  congress  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  which 
assembled  on  the  1st  ult.  has  been  received  at  New 
Orleans.  It  states  that  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
independence  of  (he  republic  by  Spain  has  been 
followed  by  a treaty  of  peace  and  friendship,  which 
awaits  the  approval  of  congress — and  that  the  pope 
has  also  acknowledged  its  independence  in  the  most 
satisfactory  manner.  In  relation  to  the  U.  States, 
it  says — 

“In  the  flattering  perspective  which  I have  trac- 
ed of  foreign  relations,  I haye  the  mortification  to 
except  the  conduct  held  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  Nevertheless,  the  law  which  au- 
thorises the  Mexican  government  to  act  oil  the 
claims  of  that  cabinet,  and  to  take  the  proper  mea- 
sures for  the  safety  of  the  nation,  in  case  it  should 
not  condescend  to  grant  the  satisfaction  to  which 
we  have  a right  on  our  own  part,  induces  me  to 
hope,  not  without  good  grounds,  that  our  relations 
with  the  neighboring  republic  will  be  restored.” 


The  following  extract  relates  to  Texas,  which 
must  suffice  for  the  present,  as  we  intend  to  lay  the 
entire  document-before  our  readers. 

“Although  order  and  tranquillity  prevail  over 
nearly  the  whole  republic,  I regret  to  offer  you  as 
exceptions  the  departments  of  Texas  ami  California, 
as  well  as  a small  portion  of  the  slate  of  San  Luis. 
The  government  is  unceasingly  occupied  on  proper 
measures  to  insure  the  success  of  the  Mexican 
arms,  and  restore  to'  the  republic  the  remotest  fron- 
tier of  Tent*,.’!.  - 

The  insurgents'  at*3||Wgi«uis  under  Montezuma 
have  been  cbiltpelTed  to'  surrender,  after  an  engage- 
ment in  which  the  commander,  several  officers  and 
a number  of  men  were  lulled. 

Com.  Dallas  had  arrived  with  the  American  fleet 
off  Matamoras,  and  is  said  to  have  adjusted  matters 
satisfactorily. 

From  Florida.  The  intelligence  published  in 
the  last  “Register, ’'from  the  St.  Augustine  Herald, 
representing  the  Indians  as  having  manifested  a 
yvarlike  disposition  was  greatly  exaggerated.  The 
editor  of  the  Savannah  Georgian  has  learned  from 
captain  D’Lagnel  of  the  ordnance  corps,  who  left 
Tampa  on  the  14th  ultimo,  that  though  Micanopy 
and  Jumper  had  left  Tampa,  their  departure  bad 
not  induced  a suspicion  on  the  part  of  the  officers 
of  the  army  that  they  intended  to  be  insincere. 
Their  reasons  for  leaving  are,  as  detailed  in  several 
letters,  that  they- became  alarmed  from  the  appear- 
ance of  the  measles  at  Tampa,  which  the  Indians 
mistook  for  small  pox.  Abraham,  the  negro  chief 
and  interpreter,  is  still  at  Tampa  Bay,  as  capt.  D’L. 
has  been  informed. 

Micanopy  sent  back  to  capt.  Page  a horse  which 
he  had  borrowed,  and  fort*  dollars  also  borrowed 
from  captain  P.  He  had  also  sent  word  to  general 
Jesup,  that  ‘'he  had  a straight  tongue” — implying 
that  he  would  fulfil  his  engagements. 

Philip  and  other  chiefs  had  been  in  the  camp  at 
Lake  Monroe,  (Fort  Mellon) — Philip  looking  ema- 
ciated. They  had  appeared  owing  to  a message  of 
col.  Harney  that  he  would  issue  no  rations  unless 
the  chiefs  came  in  propria  persona. 

The  report  that  several  men  had  been  murdered 
(near  Big  Spring)  is  declared  to  be  totally  unfound- 
ed. Major  Whiting  travelled  recently  from  Mica- 
nopy to  Black  Creek  without  seeing  or  hearing  of 
Indians,  or  Indian  signs — and  he  had  an  opportuni- 
ty of  deriving  the  best  information,  as  capt.  Ring- 
gold,  with  a company  of  mounted  men,  makes  dai- 
ly excursions  from  Micanopy  so  as  to  scour  the 
country  for  information.  Major  W.  left  at  Mica- 
nopy capt.  Beall  of  the  dragoons,  who  bad  just  ar- 
rived from  Newnanville  wilh  his  company  ancl  who 
observed  no  Indian  signs. 

Gen.  Jesup  has  not  advised  the  inhabitants  to 
abandon  their  crops  or  retire  upon  the  posts,  hav- 
ing merely  ordered  major  Whiting  to  direct  the  in- 
habitants to  be  on  the  alert  in  case  any  partial  ag- 
gression should  be  offered  by  straggling  Indians. 

Foit  Armstrong  could  not  have  been  attacked, 
as  it  has  been  abandoned  at  least  a month  since  as 
it  was  an  unhealthy  location,  and  the  garrison  re- 
moved to  Fort  King. 

Gen.  Jesup  was  at  Tampa  Bay  on  the  14th,  he 
having  been  lo  Fort  Foster  on  the  Hillsboro,  to  see 
(bat  the  comforts  of  the  troops  were  attended  (o. 
Major  Gates  has  been  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  troops  at  Micanopy  and  its  vincinity.  Fort 
Mellon  which  col.  Harney  has  been  ordered  by 
gen.  J.  to  abandon  as  soon  as  requisite  to  insure 
the  health  of  the  troops,  col.  H.  has  not  yet  aban- 
doned, but  in  a recent  letter  (dated  about  a week 
since)  states  that  the  situation  was  so  healthy  that 
he  saw  no  occasion  for  immediately  abandoning  it. 

It  is  not  true  we  learn  from  captain  D’Lagnel 
that  the  Seminoles  have  ^been  supplied  with  am- 
munition by  the  Creek  volunteers.  The  latter  re- 
ceive their  supplies  upon  requisitions  made  by  the 
commanding  officers  of  their  respective  companies, 
most  of  whom  are  officers  of  the  army,  (the  one  or 
two  exceptions  being  captain  Boyd  and  captain  W. 
P.  Wilson,  volunteers  from  Georgia). 

The  garrisons,  to  be  continued  during  the  sum- 
mer, will  probably  be,  besides  that  at  Tampa,  those 
at  Micanopy,  Fort  King,  Fort  Dade,  Fort  Harllee 
on  'the  Santa  Fee,  Thluonotosassee,  Picolata  and  St. 
Augustine. 
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THE  MANDAMUS  CASE. 

CIRCUIT  COURT,  WASHINGTON  COUNTY,  D.  C. 

JUNE  24,  1837. 

This  being  the  day  assigned  for  the  return  by  the 
postmaster  general  of  the  writ  of  mandamus  di- 
rected to  him  at  the  instance  of  Stockton  and 
Stokes,  &c.  Mr.  Key,  the  United  States  district  at- 
torney, read  the  letter  inserted  below,  from  the 
postmaster  general  to  the  chief  justice,  giving  the 
grounds  on  which  he  deems  their  legal  authority  to 
issue  a mandamus,  &c.  Mr.  Key  also  read  the 
opinion  of  the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States 
in  the  case,  sustaining  the  position  taken  by  the 
postmaster  general.  The  documents  were  then 
placed  on  tile,  and  Mr.  Key  entered  hi3  appearance 
as  counsel  for  the  respondent. 

Mr.  Coxe,  counsel  for  relators,  observed  that  in 
his  opinion,  and  he  presumed  also,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  court,  the  proper  course  to  be  taken,  would  be 
for  the  court  to  quash  the  return  on  the  writ  as  in- 
sufficient, and  to  issue  a peremptory  order  for  a suf- 
ficient one.  He  had  he!"-a  "“thing;  in  the  papers 
juot  read  to  shake  his  confidence  in  the  opinion 
which  the  court  had  heretofore  given,  but  if  the 
court  conceived  that  points  which  had  already  been 
discussed,  should  be  again  argued,  he  was  ready  to 
proceed  with  the  argument.  When  he  said  he  was 
ready,  he  referred  to  the  general  principles  involved, 
on  which  he  was  prepared  to  go  on  at  once,  but  it 
would  be  impossible  for  him  to  notice  the  various 
authorities  cited  in  the  documents,  and  reply  to  the 
new  points  embraced  in  them,  without  having  an 
opportunity  of  examining  them  in  detail.  As  there 
would  be  no  time  to  take  copies  he  hoped  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  his  examining  the  ori- 
ginals. 

Judge  Thruston  suggested  one  point  for  the  espe- 
cial attention  of  the  counsel  for  the  relators,  and 
that  was  the  fact,  that  the  act  of  congress  had  taken 
the  books  of  accounts  of  the  post  office  department 
from  the  control  of  the  postmaster  general,  and 
transferred  them  to  the  treasury  department,  so  that 
it  was  rendered  impossible  for  that  officer  to  obey 
the  directions  of  the  mandamus,  by  giving  a credit 
to  the  relators. 

Judge  Crunch  observed  that  the  act  (referring  the 
claim  to  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury)  did  not  require 
the  postmaster  general  to  pay  moneys — it  required 
him  to  make  certain  credits.  There  were  other 
means  to  be  taken  to  enforce  payment,  after  the 
credit  was  given.  The  court  wished  the  counsel 
to  consider  the  great  question  involved,  which  was 
the  responsibility  of  the  postmaster  general  to  this 
process. 

Mr.  Coxe,  would  only  observe,  in  answer  to  that 
and  all  other  objections,  that  it  was  very  clear  that 
after  the  passage  of  the  law  transferring  the  books  to 
the  treasury  department,  the  postmaster  general  did 
make  credits  to  the  account  of  the  relators. 

Mr.  Key.  That  is  a mistake,  and  the  gentleman 
will  find  it  so. 

In  answer  to  a question  from  the  court,  Mr.  Coxe 
said  that  the  counsel  lor  the  relators  would  be  ready 
to  proceed  with  their  arguments  on  Monday;  and 
that  Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson,  of  Baltimore,  associ- 
ated with  him  in  the  case,  would  arrive  in  the  city 
by  the  evening  cars. 

Monday,  June  25. 

The  “Intelligencer”  says — Mr.  Coxe  commenced 
his  argument  at  the  opening  of  the  court  this  morn- 
ing, in  behalf  of  the  relators,  and  continued  speak- 
ing nearly  five  hours,  until  the  adjournment  of  the 
court.  The  learned  counsel’s  argument  was  ex- 
ceedingly powerful,  though  his  remarks  upon  the 
case,  from  his  having  the  papers  in  his  hand  so 
short  a time,  were  rather  desultory.  Mr.  Coxe  cited 
a great  number  of  cases  to  sustain  his  original 
views  upon  the  subject.  In  the  course  of  his  ad- 
dress, the  learned  gentleman  commented  with  great 
point  and  effect  upon  the  doctrines  laid  down  in  the 
paper  presented  to  the  court  by  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral. Mr.  Coxe  ridiculed  the  idea  of  the  post- 
master general’s  undertaking  to  decide  upon  an 
intricate  legal  question,  and  so  verifying  the  old 
proverb,  that  “the  man  who  undertakes  to  plead  his 
own  cause  has  a fool  for  his  client.”  The  learned 
gentleman  commented  with  severity  upon  the  ar- 
bitrary doctrines  of  Mr.  Kendall’s  paper,  and  said 
that  it  was  exceptionable  in  its  premises,  logic  and 
conclusion.  On  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  gene- 
ral in  support  of  the  course  taken  by  the  postmas- 
ter general  respecting  the  mandamus,  Mr.  Coxe 
animadverted  with  much  force  and  at  considerable 
length.  At  the  close  of  his  speech  Mr.  C.  advert- 
ed to  the  misstatement  of  the  postmaster  general, 
that  the  court  had  required  him  to  perform  an  im- 
possibility in  giving  the  credits;  and  the  learned 
gentleman  proved,  by  reference  to  the  records,  that 
the  postmaster  general  had  given  the  credit  in  part 
to  Stockton  and  Stokes,  as  originally  stated  by  the 
counsel  of  the  relators. 


Tuesday,  June  27. 

Mr.  Key  commenced  his  argument  this  morning, 
at  the  opening  of  the  court,  as  counsel  for  the  post- 
master general.  The  learned  gentlemen  continued 
speaking  until  near  4 o’clock,  but  did  not  close  his 
argument,  when  the  court  adjourned  until  to-mor- 
row. Mr.  Keifs  address  to  the  court  on  this  im- 
portant question  was  distinguished  by  great  ear- 
nestness, and  the  ability  which  usually  charac- 
terizes the  speeches  of  that  learned  gentleman. 
We  understand  that  Mr.  Key  did  not  go  the  length 
of  contending  that  the  court  had  no  power  to  issue 
their  writ  of  mandamus,  in  any  case,  to  an  execu- 
tive officer.  He  contended,  however,  and  cited 
numerous  cases  to  show,  that  the  power  claimed 
and  exercised  by  the . circuit  court,  in  the  present 
case,  was  not  warranted  by  the  principles  and  usages 
of  law.  He  conceded  the  point  that  the  court  had 
power  to  issue  a mandamus  to  an  executive  officer, 
requiring  him  to  do  a ministerial  act,  such  as  mak- 
ing out  a copy  of  record,  to  be  read  in  evidence  in 
a ruse  pending-  before  them.  The  learned  gentle- 
man vindicated  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  post- 
master general  in  his  return  to  the  mandamus  nisi; 
and  contended  that  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  ge- 
neral was  founded  in  law  and  propriety. 

Wednesday,  June  28. 

Mr.  Key,  in  resuming  his  address  to  the  court  this 
morning,  adverted  to  the  importance  of  the  case, 
and  expressed  his  desire  to  present  his  views  fully 
upon  the  subject,  apologizing  for  the  time  which  he 
felt  it  necessary  to  occupy,  in  order  to  do  justice  to 
the  argument  against  the  issuing  of  the  mandamus. 

Mr.  Key  said,  in  what  he  should  consider  it  his 
duty  further  to  urge  upon  the  subject,  he  should 
conscientiously  oppose  the  doctrines  held  by  the 
learned  gentlemen  on  the  other  side.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  the  learned  counsel  opposite  were  equal- 
ly conscientious  in  the  opinions  they  entertained. 

Mr.  Key  commented  upon  the  opinions  express 
ed  by  the  court,  and  those  of  the  learned  counsel, 
at  considerable  length.  He  cited  numerous  pas- 
sages from  the  Federalist,  and  cited  a great  many 
cases  in  illustration  of  his  positions.  He  conclud- 
ed his  speech  at  half  past  3 o’clock,  when  the  court 
adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  June  29,  1337. 

Mr.  Key  rose,  before  Mr.  Johnson  commenced 
his  address,  and  observed  that,  as  he  had  yesterday 
entirely  omitted  to  notice  that  point  of  the  post- 
master general’s  answer,  in  which  he  stated  that 
the  circuit  court  had  required  him  to  perform  a du- 
ty which  was  not  within  his  power,  he  (Mr.  K.) 
would,  with  the  leave  of  the  court,  occupy  a brief 
space  of  time  in  noticing  what  had  been  said  by 
the  learned  counsel  on  I he  other  side,  in  relation  to 
that  particular  point.  Mr.  Key  contended  that,  in- 
asmuch as  the  books  were  no  longer  in  the  post- 
master general’s  possession,  but  in  the  hands  of  the 
auditor  of  the  treasury  department,  he  had  no 
longer  the  ability  to  enter  the  credit  as  required  by 
the  mandamus,  and  that  it  was  absurd  to  say,  as 
had  been  contended  on  the  other  side,  that  a credit 
on  paper,  or  otherwise  than  in  the  books,  was  all 
that  was  required.  The  learned  gentlemen  occu- 
pied about  half  an  hour  in  making  this  explanation. 

Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson,  then  commenced  a speech 
of  unusual  strength  and  effect,  which  was  listened  to 
with  close  attention  by  the  court,  the  bar,  and  every 
one  present,  until  he  sat  down,  apparently  much 
exhausted,  a little  before  two  o’clock.  Mr.  John- 
son will  conclude  his  argument  to-morrow. 

LETTER  OF  THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 

To  the  chief  justice  of  the  circuit  court,  D.  C.  giving 
the  grounds  on  which  he  denies  their  legal  authori- 
ty to  issue  a mandamus,  commanding  him  to  credit 
Messrs.  Stockton  and  Slohes,  and  others,  with  a 
certain  sum  of  money  awarded  them  by  the  late  so- 
licitor of  the  treasury. 

To  the  hon.  William  Crunch,  chief  justice  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  for  the  District  of  Columbia: 

On  the  7th  instant,  the  undersigned  received  by 
the  hands  of  the  marshal  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, a writ  of  mandamus  from  the  circuit  court  of 
the  District,  commanding  him  to  credit  Messrs. 
Stockton  and  Stokes,  and  others,  with  a certain 
sum  of  money  awarded  to  them  by  the  solicitor  of 
the  treasury,  by  virtue  of  authority  alleged  to  be 
vested  in  him  by  a certain  act  of  congress  for  their 
relief,  passed  on  the  2d  day  of  July,  1836,  or  to 
show  cause  why  he  has  not  so  done  as  commanded. 

The  undersigned  is  unable  to  persuade  himself 
that  the  performance  of  the  act  commanded  would 
not,  under  existing  circumstances,  involve  a viola- 
tion of  the  oath  he  has  taken  faithfully  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  postmaster  general  according  to  law, 
and  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Although  his  opinion  of  the  powers  and  jurisdic- 
tion of  this  court  remains  unchanged,  yet  that  re- 
spect for  the  tribunal  which  elicited  his  former 


communication,  duty  to  himself,  and  the  obligations 
he  is  under  to  vindicate  and  sustain  the  institutions 
of  his  country,  impel  him  to  present  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  his  present  determination. 

Before  he  proceeds  with  that  exposition,  he  begs 
leave  emphatically  to  disavow  all  intention  or  idea 
of  claiming  irresponsibility  or  immunity  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  official  functions,  or  of  shrinking 
from  the  most  scrutinizing  investigation,  by  any  le- 
gitimate authority,  into  his  actions  or  his  motives. 
It  is  his  pride  to  belong  to  a republic  where  no 
man  is  free  from  responsibility,  however  high,  and 
w'here  none  is  without  protection  or  redress,  how- 
ever low.  As  a citizen  it  is  his  aim  to  perform  his 
domestic  and  civil  duties  with  strict  regard  to  mo- 
rality and  law.  As  a public  officer,  it  is  his  most 
anxious  endeavor  to  discharge  every  duty  which 
may  be  imposed  upon  him,  with  fidelity  and  zeal; 
in  all  capacities  to  encounter  labor  with  patipnee, 
and  responsibility  without  fear.  If  in  the  attitude 
he  now  occupies  in  relation  to  this  court,  there  is 
that  which  every  sensitive  man  would  wish  to  avoid, 
he  is  sustained  by  a consciousness  of  right,  under 
which  circumstances  cease  to  be  painful,  and  con- 
sequences become  indifferent. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks,  the  undersigned 
proceeds  to  give  his  reasons  for  declining  obedience 
to  the  order  of  the  court. 

FIRST  REASON. 

It  is  doubted  whether  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  confers  on  the  judiciary  department  of  the  go- 
vernment authority  to  control  the  executive  department 
in  the  exercise  of  its  functions  of  whatsoever  charac- 
ter. 

In  the  division  and  separation  of  powers,  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  uses  the  following 
language,  viz:  “All  legislative  powers  herein  grant- 
ed, shall  be  vested  in  a congress  of  the  United 
States.”  “The  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in 
a president  of  the  United  States.”  “The  judicial 
power  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in  one 
supreme  court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the 
congress  may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  estab- 
lish.” It  gives  the  president  power,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  to  appoint 
“judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  all  other  officers 
of  the  United  States  whose  appointments  are  not 
herein  otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be 
established  by  law,”  &c.  and  makes  it  his  duty  to 
“ take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed .”  It 
is  declared  that  the  president,  vice  president  and 
all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  re- 
moved from  offiee  on  impeachment  for,  and  convic- 
tion ol  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors.”  And  so  careful  is  the  constitution 
to  give  the  judiciary  no  control  over  the  executive 
department,  that  instead  of  subjecting  executive 
officers  to  the  courts  for  official  offences  and  delin- 
quences,  it  constitutes  a special  tribunal  in  the  se- 
nate for  their  trial  in  all  cases  of  impeachment. 

The  plan  of  the  constitution  will  be  more  clearly 
understood,  by  a brief  reference  to  the  history  and 
nature  of  the  executive  and  judicial  powers  as  they 
exist  in  our  government. 

In  the  country  from  which  the  principles  of  our 
system  of  government  are  measurably  derived,  the 
judiciary  originally  formed  a part  of  the  executive 
power.  An  exposition  of  the  law  is  frequently  ne- 
cessary before  it  can  be  understanding^  executed, 
and  the  judges  were  appointed  by  the  king  to  give 
it.  When  given,  he  proceeded  to  carry  it  into  exe- 
cution. Over  that  execution  the  judges  had  no 
power;  it  being  effected  by  sheriffs,  another  set  of 
officers  wholly  dependent  on  the  king.  To  shield 
the  subject  from  regal  oppression,  the  judges  were 
finally  made  independent  of  the  king,  though  re- 
movable by  parliament;  hut  the  sheriff's  were  still 
left  at  the  monarch’s  will.  The  expounding  func- 
tionary was  rendered  independent;  but  the  execution 
was  still  left  to  the  king. 

In  our  system  we  have  followed  the  modern  Eng- 
lish model.  Our  judges,  after  appointment,  are  in- 
dependent of  the  executive;  but  our  district  attor- 
neys who  manage  prosecutions,  and  our  marshals 
who  execute  the  decisions,  orders  and  decrees  of 
our  courts,  are  not  only  appointed  by  the  president, 
but  hold  their  offices  from  day  to  day  at  his  will. — 
They  are  the  instruments  by  which  the  president 
“takes  care  that  the  law's  be  faithfully  executed” 
as  expounded  by  the  courts. 

The  sole  constitutional  function  of  the  judges  is 
to  expound  the  laws.  It  is  the  function  and  duty  of 
the  executive  to  see  them  faithfully  executed. 

The  necessity  of  a judiciary  department  arises 
solely  from  the  impracticability  of  so  framing  the 
laws  as  exactly  to  fit  every  case  which  may  arise  in 
the  endless  diversity  of  human  affairs.  If  the  laws 
could  be  precisely  adapted  to  every  case,  there 
would  he  no  need  for  a judiciary  to  expound  them. 
The  executive  authority  could  proceed  forthwith  to 
carry  them  into  executive.  But  mo3t  general  and 
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some  special  laws  require  exposition  before  they 
can  be  understanding^  executed.  This  is  the  ju- 
dicial function.  It  is  to  declare  what  the  law  is, 
and  apply  it  to  the  case.  When  that  is  done,  the 
proper  function  of  the  judge  ceases,  and  that  of  the 
executive  commences.  The  duty  of  the  marshal, 
who  is  but  a part  of  the  executive  department,  is 
to  execute  the  law  us  thus  expounded. 

Many  special  laws  are  not  susceptible  of  any 
exposition.  They  apply  directly  to  the  case,  and 
cannot  be  made  plainer  by  any  court.  Nothing  is 
needed  after  their  passage  but  execution.  Such 
are  laws  which  appropriate  sums  of  money  to  indi- 
viduals; such  are  laws  which  require  specific  acts 
of  executive  officers.  The  intervention  of  the  ex- 
pounding function  is  not  necessary  in  these  cases, 
because  it  can  make  them  no  plainer.  All  that  is 
to  be  done,  is  to  execute  them.  The  officers  who 
are  to  perform  the  duties  enjoined,  are  all  made 
dependent  on  the  will  of  the  president,  directly  or 
indirectly,  that  he  may,  through  his  power  over 
them,  take  care  that  each  executes  the  laws  in  his 
appropriate  sphere. 

A distinction  has  been  taken  between  those  laws 
winch  prescribe  special  duties  to  executive  officers 
and  those  which  do  not.  It  is  said  the  courts  may 
compel  the  execution  of  the  duties  prescribed  in 
the  former,  but  not  those  prescribed  in  the  latter. 

No  such  distinction  is  to  be  found  in  the  consti- 
tution. It  is  the  duty  of  the  president  to  “take 
care  ihat  file  laws  be  faithfully  executed” — special 
laws  as  well  as  general;  but  no  such  duty  is  enjoin- 
ed upon  the  judiciary.  The  means  furnished  the 
president  (o  cause  the  execution  ol  the  special  laws, 
are  more  immediate  and  diiect  than  those  furnished 
him  for  the  execution  of  the  general  laws.  Does  a 
special  law  require  the  head  of  a department  to 
pay  a sum  of  money?  The  officer  whose  peculiar 
province  it  is  to  execute  the  law,  is  under  the  im- 
mediate eye  of  the  president,  holds  office  at  his 
will,  and  may  be  removed  if  he  refuses.  So  of  the 
comptrollers,  auditors,  treasurer,  register,  commis- 
sioners of  the  land  office,  of  patents,  of  pensions,  of 
Indian  affairs,  and  the  whole  corps  of  executive  of- 
ficers at  Washington.  And  the  same  principle  em- 
braces all  executive  officers  throughout  the  union. 
The  executive  power  is  ONE — one  in  principle — 
one  in  object.  Its  object  is  the  execution  of  the  taws. 
It  is  not  susceptible  of  subdivisions  and  nice  dis- 
tinctions as  to  its  duties  and  responsibilities.  To 
execute  the  laws,  and  all  the  laws,  are  its  duties, 
and  it  is  responsible  for  their  faithful  performance. 

The  practical  exercise  of  executive  power  is 
more  remote  in  cases  which  go  before  the  judicial 
tribunals,  hut  it  is  the  same  in  principle.  The  dis- 
trict attorneys  hold  their  offices  at  the  will  of  the 
resident,  as  also  do  the  marshals.  It  is  not  the 
ehest  of  the  judge  which  the  marshal  executes, 
but  the  law  passed  by  congress,  which  the  judge 
has  merely  expounded  and  applied  to  the  case.  It 
is  the  one  executive  power  of  the  republic, — the 
president  of  the  United  States , through  an  officer 
holding  office  at  his  will, — -which  steps  in  to  ex- 
ecute the  law  when  the  judge  lias  declared  what  it 
is  and  how  it  applies  to  the  case.  Laws  which  re- 
quire no  exposition  are  executed  without  the  in- 
tervention of  the  judicial  power;  laws  which  re- 
quire exposition  are  executed  after  that  exposition 
has  been  given  by  the  judicial  power;  but  in  both 
cases  the  execution  is,  or  should  be,  according  to 
the  constitution,  exclusively  the  work  of  the  execu- 
tive. 

Over  cases  where  the  law  prescribes  special  du- 
ties to  executive  officers  as  such,  in  terms  so  plain 
as  to  admit  of  no  exposition,  their  power  does  not 
extend.  For  instance,  Ihe  law  directs  the  president 
to  cause  $.50,000  to  be  paid  to  a merchant  whose 
ship  has  been  bought  for  the  naval  service.  Here, 
no  judge  could  expound  the  law  more  clearly  than 
the  legislature  has  done  it.  The  proper  function 
of  the  judiciary  cannot  be  called  inlo  requisition, 
because  there  is  no  point  upon  which  it  can  consti- 
tutionally act.  Nothing  is  to  he  done  but  to  execute 
the  law.  The  president  directs  the  fourth  auditor 
to  state  an  account;  it  is  revised  by  the  second 
comptroller;  the  secretary  of  the  navy  issues  a re- 
quisition for  a warrant;  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry issues  a warrant;  and  the  matter  passes  through 
the  offices  of  the  first  comptroller,  the  register  and 
treasurer.  These  officers  are  all  made  dependent 
on  the  will  of  the  president,  that  through  them 
he  may  take  care  that  all  such  laws  be  faithfully  ex- 
ecuted. Suppose  one  of  them  should  be  perverse 
and  obstinate,  and  to  refuse  to  execute  the  law,  what 
would  be  the  appropriate  remedy,  and  who  should 
apply  it?  Could  the  merchant  call  upon  the  courts 
to  interfere,  when  no  expounding  of  the  law  is  re- 
quisite? Or  would  lie  rather  apply  to  the  persident, 
whose  sworn  constitutional  duty  is  to  “take  care 
that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed?”  Would  he 
not  request  the  president  to  issue  his  “mandamus” 


to  his  perverse  subordinate,  directing  him  to  exe- 
cute the  law;  and  if  he  still  refused,  to  remove  him 
from  office,  arid  give  his  place  to  some  one  who 
would  do  his  duty?  The  law  would  thus  be  exe- 
cuted, and  (he  citizen  obtain  his  right. 

But  suppose  he  goes  to  the  judiciary  for  their 
“mandamus,”  what  will  he  ask  them  to  do?  Will 
lie  request  the  judge  to  expound  the  law  for  him? 
That  is  not  necessary — it  is  clear  enough  al- 
ready"; all  he  wants  is  the  execution  of  the  law. — 
Will  he  ask  the  judges  to  execute  the  law,  or  to 
“lake  care  that  the  law  be  faithfully  executed ?” 
That  is  an  executive  function,  with  which  they 
have  no  right  to  interfere.  Yet,  what  else  is  the 
object  of  a “mandamus”  in  such  a case?  What  is 
it  but  an  executive  measure?  What  else  but  taking 
the  duties  of  the  president  out  of  his  hands?  What 
else  but  an  assumption  of  a power  which,  by  the 
constitution,  belongs  exclusively  to  another  inde- 
pendent department  of  the  government? 

Let  this  doctrine  be  followed  out,  and  to  what 
will  it  lead?  The  constitution  makes  it  the  duty  of 
the  president  to  “commission  all  the  officers  of  the 
United  States,”  and  the  laws  impose  upon  him  many 
specific  as  well  as  general  duties.  The  heads  of 
departments  have  also  many  duties  prescribed  by 
law,  special  as  well  as  general.  We  have  auditors 
to  settle  accounts,  comptrollers  to  revise  them,  a 
treasurer  to  issue  checks  drawn  upon  warrants,  a 
register  to  register  accounts  and  warrants,  commis- 
sioners of  the  land  office,  of  patents,  of  pensions, 
and  of  Indian  alfairs,  all  of  whom  have  specific  as 
well  as  general  duties,  and  all  of  whom  have  hereto- 
fore looked  up  to  the  president  as  their  common  su- 
perior, the  head  of  the  department  to  which  they 
belong,  to  whom  they  are  responsible,  and  whose 
duty  it  is  to  see  that  each  of  them  faithfully  exe- 
cutes the  laws  in  his  appropriate  sphere.  But  this 
docti'ine  gives  them  a new  superior — a superior 
above  the  president,  the  highest  representative  of 
the  majesty  of  the  people  in  this  government;  a 
superior  which,  in  theory,  may  consign  them  all, 
from  the  heads  of  departments  clown  to  the  messen- 
gers in  the  offices,  to  the  county  jail,  if  they  re- 
fuse to  regard  the  mandate  of  the  court  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  executive  functions.  Any  item 
in  an  account,  any  specific  act  required  by  law, 
whether  general  or  special,  which  can  directly  or 
indirectly  atfect  a private  right,  (and  there  can 
scarcely  be  an  executive  act  required  by  law  which 
does  not)  may  be  made  the  subject  of  this  super- 
visory power;  and  the  effective  and  controlling  exe- 
cutive of  this  great  republic  will  not  be  the  chief 
magistrate  elected  by  the  people,  but  the  three 
judges  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

But  which  would  be  most  effectual  in  all  such 
cases,  the  order  of  the  president  or  the  mandamus 
of  the  judges?  The  president  could  at  once  accom- 
plish the  object  by  the  obedience  or  removal  of  his 
subordinate.  The  judges  have  no  effectual  means 
of  executing  the  law.  They  might  imprison  the 
executive  officer,  but  they  could  not  remove  him. 
Imprisonment  might  not  accomplish  the  object. — 
The  court  could  not  guide  his  hand  nor  control  his 
will.  If  he  were  conscientious  in  his  refusal,  or 
wished  to  appear  so,  no  imprisonment,  nor  pains, 
nor  penalties  could  compel  him  to  do  an  act  which, 
in  his  opinion,  violated  his  oath  of  office.  The 
whole  power  of  the  court  would  be  impotent  to 
control  an  honest  man.  The  inadequacy  of  the  ju- 
dicial process,  and  the  ample  power  vested  in  the 
president,  are  conclusive  proof  that  the  president, 
and  not  the  court,  was  intended  to  be  the  control- 
ling authority  in  all  such  cases. 

So  far  as  regards  their  execution,  no  distinction 
is  made  by  the  constitution,  between  special  acts 
and  general  acts;  between  private  acts  and  public 
acts.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  president  to  take  care 
that  all  alike  “be  faithfully  executed.”  The  exe- 
cutive is  an  unity.  The  framers  of  the  consKtu 
tion  had  studied  history  too  well  to  impose  on  their 
country  a divided  executive.  The  executive  power 
was  vested  in  a president.  The  executive  officers 
are  his  agents,  for  whom  he  is  held  responsible  by 
the  people,  whose  agent  he  is.  The  acts  of  the  exe- 
cutive officers  are  the  acts  of  ihe  president.  Constitu- 
tionally, he  is  as  responsible  for  them  as  if  they 
were  done  by  himself,  though  not  morally.  So  far 
as  regards  the  execution  of  the  laws,  therefore,  no 
distinction  can  be  maintained  between  acts  of  the 
president  and  those  of  his  subordinate  officers.  In 
law  they  are  all  acts  of  the  president.  When  the 
judiciary  attempts  to  control  those  acts,  they  at- 
tempt to  control  the  executive  power,  to  assume  the 
functions  of  the  president,  to  make  themselves  the 
executive  in  the  last  resort,  superior  to  the  execu- 
tive created  by  the  constitution,  and  elected  by  the 
people. 

Suppose  the  laws  require  a specific  act  of  the 
president  himself,  involving  private  rights,  which  he 


refuses  to  perform.  The  courts  have  as  much  law 
for  issuing  a mandamus  against  him  as  against  any 
of  his  subordinates  in  a like  case.  It  is  a case,  as 
much  as  that  of  which  the  court  has  already  assum- 
ed jurisdiction.  The  president  disobeys  their  man- 
damus, and  they  send  an  attachment.  By  whom  do 
they  send  it?  By  a marshal  holding  his  office  at  the 
will  of  the  president,  who  can  strike  their  process 
dead  in  his  hands,  by  dismisssing  him  on  the  spot. 
This  fact  proves  the  absurdity  of  the  power  assum- 
ed. And  that  which  the  president  can  legally  do 
to  protect  himself,  he  can  do  to  protect  any  of  his 
agents,  being  always  responsible  to  bis  country  for 
the  proper  exercise  of  his  power. 

But  suppose  the  court  succeeded  in  arresting  the 
president,  and  put  him  in  the  county  jail.  Where 
then  is  the  supreme  executive  power  of  this  great 
republic?  Transferred  from  the  president’s  house 
to  the  city  hall — from  the  chief  magistrate,  elected 
by  llie  people  of  (lie  whole  Umtocl  Statco,  to  threo 

judges  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  any  executive 
officer,  as  such,  involves  the  same  principles,  and 
would  lead  to  the  same  consequences,  in  a greater 
or  less  degree,  according  to  the  importance  of  the 
station  held  by  him.  It  is  still  an  attempt  to  con- 
trol the  executive  power,  not  by  confining  its  head, 
but  by  tying  up  its  hands,  or  rather  by  forcing  the 
hand3  to  work,  not  according  to  the  will  of  their 
constitutional  head,  but  in  obedience  to  the  will  of 
another  department  of  the  government. 

It  is  said,  that  if  the  court  has  not  this  power, 
“an  individual  who  may  have  been  ruined  by  the 
refusal  of  an  officer  to  perform  a ministerial  act, 
positively  enjoined  upon  him  by  law,  will  be  entire- 
ly without  redress.”  If  it  were  even  so,  would  it 
justify  the  court  in  assuming  executive  authority  in 
violation  of  the  constitution?  It  would  but  prove  a 
defect  in  our  institutions,  which  it  would  be  incum- 
bent on  the  people  to  repair.  But  it  is  not  so.  The 
idea  that  courts  are  the  only  places  where  wrongs 
of  all  sorts  are  to  be  redressed,  and  judges  the  only 
dispensers  of  right,  is  an  error.  Where  the  inferior 
executive  officer,  or  even  the  president  himself,  re- 
fuses to  perform  his  executive  duties,  there  is  an 
obvious  mode  of  redress,  without  the  interposition 
of  the  judicial  authority.  If  a subordinate  execu- 
tive officer  “refuses  to  perform  a ministerial  act 
positively  enjoined  upon  him  by  law,”  the  injured 
citizens  may  appeal  to  the  president,  whose  duty  it 
is  to  “take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  execut- 
ed,” and  has  power  to  turn  out  a perverse  subordi- 
nate. If  the  case  be  so  very  plain,  the  president 
will  at  once  enforce  an  execution  of  the  law,  and 
the  citizen  will  have  effectual  redress,  though  “thi3 
court  has  not  jurisdiction.”  If  the  case  be  not  so 
very  plain,  the  matter  may  be  referred  back  to  con- 
gress, to  make  it  plain  by  further  legislation,  and 
thus  the  citizen  would  have  complete  redress,  with- 
out the  aid  of  the  court.  There  is  a process  by 
which  the  president  himself  can  be  reached  for  a 
perverse  refusal  to  execute  the  laws,  or  take  care 
that  they  be  executed,  and  a chief  magistrate  who 
will  do  his  duty  put  in  his  place. 

Thus  are  there  ample  means,  provided  by  the 
constitution,  to  enable  the  citizen  to  obtain  his 
rights  at  the  hands  of  the  executive,  without  erect- 
ing any  court  into  a supreme  controlling  power 
over  the  president  and  the  whole  corps  of  execu- 
tive officers.  Indeed,  the  court  has  not,  in  the  con- 
stitution and  laws,  the  means  to  give. redress  in  such 
cases.  Before  they  can  control  the  president,  they 
must  assume  the  power  to  appoint  their  own  mar- 
shal, and  execute  their  own  mandates.  They  must 
do  more — they  must  proceed  to  the  executive  offi- 
ces— must  enter  credits  with  their  own  hands — 
issue  warrants,  and  finally,  with  their  own  hands, 
take  money  out  of  the  treasury. 

The  very  case  before  the  court,  illustrates  the 
theory  of  the  constitution-  The  postmaster  gene- 
ral refused  to  execute  a part  of  the  solicitor’s  award, 
because  he  believed  it  contrary  to  law.  Where  did 
the  relators  first  look  for  redress?  Not  to  the  court, 
but  to  the  president.  The  late  president  deemed 
the  ease  a proper  one  for  another  application  to 
congress  for  further  legislation,  and  refused  to  com- 
pel an  execution  of  the  award.  The  relators  went 
to  one  house  of  congress,  and  procured  the  passage 
of  a resolution  in  their  favor,  but  no  legislation.- — 
The  case  was  then  again  pressed  upon  the  late  pre- 
sident, whose  views  of  it  remained  unchanged.  It 
was  afterwards  pressed  on  the  present  president, 
who  considered  the  disposition  made  ol  it  by  his 
predecessor  as  final,  so  far  as  the  executive  wa3 
concerned,  unless  there  should  be  further  legis- 
lation. If  the  president,  on  either  of  these  three 
occasions,  had  looked  upon  the  law  as  clearly  and 
imperatively  commanding  the  payment  of  the  mo- 
ney, he  would  have  taken  care  to  see  it  faith- 
fully executed,  and  the  relators  would  have  had 
complete  redress.  If  they  had  procured  the  pas- 
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sage  of  an  explanatory  act,  or  joint  resolution 
through  both  houses  of  congress,  sustaining  their 
construction  of  the  law,  or  requiring  payment  of  the 
balance  of  the  award,  their  redress  would  also  have 
been  complete.  These  obvious,  constitutional  and 
legal  measures  were  resorted  to  by  them,  and  it  is 
only  when  they  fail  to  obtain  the  interposition  of 
legitimate  authority,  that  they  apply  to  a court  to 
erect  itself  into  a tribunal  of  appeal  from  another 
independent  department  of  the  government. 

Whether  sound  or  not,  the  views  here  expressed, 
are  not  peculiar.  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Madison 
acted  upon  them  when  the  former  held  the  office  of 
president,  and  the  latter  that  of  secretary  of  state. 
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the  case  of  Marbury  vs.  Madison,  now  relied  on  by 
the  court,  to  sustain  their  claim  to  jurisdiction  in 
this  case.  The  following  is  a letter  addressed  by 
him  to  George  Hay,  prosecuting  attorney  in  the 
case  of  Aaron  Burr,  viz: 

“ Washington,  June  2,  1807. 
“Dear  sir:  While  Burr’s  case  is  depending  be 
fore  the  court,  I will  trouble  you  from  time  to  time 
with  what  occurs  to  me.  I observe  that  the  case  of 
Marbury  vs.  Madjson  has  been  cited:  and  I think  it 
material  to  stop  at  the  threshhold  the  citing  that 
case  as  authority,  and  to  have  it  denied  to  be  law. 

1.  Because  the  judges  in  the  outset,  disclaimed  all 
cognizance  of  the  casp,  although  they  then  went  on 
to  say  what  would  have  been  their  opinion,  had 
they  had  cognizance  of  it.  This,  then,  was  confes- 
sedly an  extra-judicial  opinion,  and,  as  such,  of  no 
authority.  2.  Because  had  it  been  judicially  pro- 
nounced, it  would  have  been  against  law;  for  to  a 
commission,  a deed,  or  bond,  delivery  is  essential,  to 
give  validity.  Until,  therefore,  the  commission  is 
delivered  out  of  the  hands  of  the  executive  and  his 
agents,  it  is  not  his  deed.  He  may  withhold  or 
cancel  it  at  pleasure,  as  he  might  his  private  deed 
in  the  same  situation.  The  constitution  intended 
that  the  three  great  branches  of  the  government 
should  be  co-ordinate  and  independent  of  each  other, 
As  to  acts,  therefore,  which  are  to  be  done  by  either, 
it  has  given  no  control  to  another  branch.  A judge 
I presume,  cannot  sit  on  a bench  without  a com- 
mission, or  a record  of  a commission;  and  the  const! 
tution  having  given  to  the  judiciary  branch  no  means 
of  compelling  the  executive  either  to  deliver  a com- 
mission, or  to  make  a record  of  it,  shows  it  did  not 
intend  to  give  the  judiciary  that  control  over  the 
executive,  but  that  it  should  remain  in  the  power  of 
the  latter  to  do  it  or  not.  Where  different  branches 
have  to  act  in  their  respective  lines,  finally  and 
without  appeal,  under  any  law,  they  may  give  to  it 
different  and  opposite  constructions.  Thus,  in  the 
case  of  William  Smith,  the  house  of  representatives 
determined  he  was  a citizen;  and  in  the  case  of  Wil- 
liam Duane,  (precisely  the  same  in  every  material 
circumstance),  the  judge  determined  he  was  no 
citizen.  In  the  case  of  Callender  and  others,  the 
judges  determined  the  sedition  act  was  valid  under 
the  constitution,  and  exercised  their  regular  powers 
of  sentencing  them  to  fine  and  imprisonment.  But 
the  executive  determined  that  the  sedition  act  was  a 
nullity  under  the  constitution,  and  exercised  his  re- 
gular power  of  prohibiting  the  execution  of  the  sen- 
tence, or  rather  of  executing  the  real  law,  which 
protected  the  acts  of  the  defendants.  From  these 
different  constructions  of  the  same  act  by  different 
branches,  less  mischief  arises,  than  from  giving  to 
any  one  of  them  a control  over  the  others.  The 
executive  and  senate  act  on  the  construction  that, 
until  delivery  from  the  executive  department,  a 
commission  is  in  their  possession  and  within  their 
rightful  power;  and  in  cases  of  commissions  not  re- 
vocable at  will,  where,  after  the  senate’s  approba- 
tion and  the  president’s  signing  and  sealing,  new 
information  of  the  unfitness  of  the  person  has  come 
to  hand  before  the  delivery  of  the  commission,  new 
nominations  have  been  made  and  approved,  and 
new  commissions  have  issued. 

“On  this  construction  I have  hitherto  acted;  on 
this  I shall  ever  act;  and  maintain  it  with  the  pow- 
ers of  the  government,  against  any  control  which 
may  be  attempted  by  the  judges  in  subversion  of 
the  independence  of  the  executive  and  senate  within 
their  peculiar  department.  I presume,  therefore, 
that  In  a case  where  our  decision  is  by  the  consti 
tution  the  supreme  one,  and  that  which  can  be  car- 
ried into  effect,  it  is  the  constitutionally  authorita 
live  one,  and  that  that  by  the  judges  was  coram  non 
judice  and  unauthoritative,  because  it  cannot  be  car- 
ried into  effect.  I have  long  wished  for  a proper 
occasion  to  have  the  gratuitous  opinion  in  Marbury 
vs.  Madison  brought  before  the  public,  and  denoun- 
ced as  not  law:  and  I think  the  present  a fortunate 
one,  because  it  occupies  such  a place  in  the  public 
attention.  I should  be  glad,  therefore,  if,  in  notic- 
ing that  case,  you  could  take  occasion  to  express 
the  determination  of  the  executive,  that  the  doc- 
trines of  that  case  were  given  extra-judicially  and 


against  law,  and  that  the  reverse  will  be  the  rule  of 
action,  with  the  executive.  If  this  opinion  should 
not  be  your  own,  I would  wish  it  to  be  expressed 
merely  as  that  of  the  executive.  If  it  is  your  own, 
also,  you  would  of  course  give  to  the  arguments 
such  a development,  as  a case,  incidental  only, 
mio-ht  render  proper.  I salute  you  with  friendship 
and  respect.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

To  George  Hay.” 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  still  president  at  the  time  this 
letter  was  written.  He  declares  that  “the  constitu- 
tion intended  that  the  three  great  branches  of  the 
government  should  be  co-ordinate  and  independent 
of  each  other;”  that  “as  to  the  acts  which  are  to  be 
done  by  either,  it  has  given  no  control  to  another 
branch;”  that  “the  doctrines  of  that  case  were  given 
extra-judicially  and  against  law;”  that  “their  re- 
verse will  be  the  rule  of  action  with  the  executive;” 
and  that  he  would  “maintain”  his  construction  of 
the  constitution  “with  the  powers  of  the  govern 
ment,  against  any  control  which  may  be  attempted 
by  the  judges  in  subversion  of  the  independence  of 
the  executive,”  &c. 

In  a letter  to  judge  Roane,  dated  September  6th, 
1819,  Mr.  Jefferson  adverts  to  this  case,  and  the 
principles  involved  in  it,  in  the  following  terms, 
viz: 

In  the  case  of  Marbury  and  Madison,  the  federal 
judges  declared  that  commissions,  signed  and  sealed 
by  the  president,  were  valid,  although  not  delivered. 

I deemed  delivery  essential  to  complete  a deed, 
which,  as  long  as  it  remains  in  the  hands  of  the 
party,  is  as  yet  no  deed;  it  is  in  posse  only,  but  not 
in  esse;  and  I withheld  delivery  of  the  commissions. 
They  cannot  issue  a mandamus  to  the  president,  or 
legislature,  or  any  of  their  officers,  the  constitution 
controlling  the  common  law  in  this  particular.” 

Again,  as  late  as  June  12,  1823,  in  a letter  to 
judge  Johnson,  Mr.  Jefferson  speaks  thus  of  this 
case,  viz: 

“This  practice  of  judge  Marshall,  oftravelling  out 
of  his  case  to  prescribe  what  the  law  would  be  in  a 
moot  case  not  before  the  court,  is  very  irregular 
and  very  censurable.  I recollect  another  instance, 
and  the  more  particularly,  perhaps,  because  it  in 
some  measure  bore  on  myself.  Among  the  mid- 
night appointments  of  Mr.  Adams,  were  commis- 
sions to  some  federal  justices  of  the  peace  for  Alex- 
andria. These  were  signed  and  sealed  by  him,  but 
not  delivered.  I found  them  on  the  table  of  the 
department  of  state,  on  my  entrance  into  office,  and 
I forbade  their  delivery.  Marbury,  named  in  one  of 
them,  applied  to  the  supreme  court  for  a mandamus 
to  the  secretary  of  state,  (Mr.  Madison),  to  deliver 
the  commission  intended  for  him.  The  court  de- 
termined, at  once,  that  being  an  original  process, 
they  had  no  cognizance  of  it;  and  there  the  ques- 
tion before  them  was  ended.  But  the  chief  justice 
went  on  to  lay  down  what  the  law  would  be,  had 
they  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  to  wit:  that  they  should 
command  the  delivery.  The  object  was  clearly  to 
instruct  any  other  court  having  the  jurisdiction  what 
they  should  do,  if  Marbury  should  apply  to  them. 
Besides  the  impropriety  of  this  gratuitous  inter- 
ference, could  any  thing  exceckl  the  perversion  of 
law?  For  if  there  is  any  principle  of  law  never  yet 
contradicted,  it  is  that  delivery  is  one  of  the  essen- 
tials to  the  validity  of  a deed.  Although  signed 
and  sealed,  yet,  as  long  as  it  remains  in  the  hands 
of  the  party  himself,  itisirijGeri  only;  it  is  not  a 
deed,  and  can  be  made  so  only  by  its  delivery.  In 
the  hands  of  a third  person,  it  may  be  made  an 
escrow.  But  whatever  is  in  the  executive  office  is 
certainly  deemed  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  president; 
and  in  this  case,  was  actually  in  my  hands,  because, 
when  I countermanded  them,  there  was  as  yet  no 
secretary  of  state.  Yet  this  case  of  Marbury  and 
Madison  i,s  continually  cited  by  bench  and  bar,  as  if 
it  w'ere  settled  law,  without  any  animadversion  on 
its  being  merely  an  obiter  dissertation  of  the  chief 
justice.” 

Mr.  Jcfferqnn  even  denied  the  power  of  the 
courts  to  compel  the  attendance  or  (tie  president  or 
heads  of  departments  as  witnesses  in  suits  at  law, 
or  criminal  prosecutions,  at  whatever  distance,  on 
the  ground  that  their  constitutional  duties  in  the 
service  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  pa- 
ramount to  all  others.  When,  in  the  case  of  Smith 
and  Ogden,  in  New  York,  a svbpcena  was  issued  to 
some  of  the  heads  of  departments,  they  were  direct- 
ed by  him  to  attend  to  their  official  duties,  and  dis- 
regard it.  When  the  order  of  the  president  was 
stated  in  court  as  the  ground  of  disobedience,  a 
motion  was  made  for  an  attachment,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  insufficient,  but  the  motion  failed  upon 
an  equal  division  of  the  court. 

In  the  case  of  Aaron  Burr,  a subpoena  was  issued 
by  the  court  for  the  president  himself,  which  he 
disregarded  and  returned.  The  following  are  his 
remarks  upon  it  in  letters  to  the  district  attorney, 
viz: 


“The  leading  principle  of  our  constitution  is  the 
.ndependence  of  the  legislature,  executive  and  ju- 
diciary of  each  other,  and  none  are  more  jealous  of 
this  than  the  judiciary.  But  would  the  executive 
be  independent  of  the  judiciary,  if  he  were  subject 
to  the  commands  of  the  latter,  and  to  imprisonment 
for  disobedience;  if  the  several  courts  could  bandy 
him  from  pillar  to  post,  to  keep  him  constantly 
trudging  from  north  to  south,  and  east  to  west,  and 
withdraw  him  entirely  from  his  constitutional  du- 
ties? The  intention  of  the  constitution,  that  each 
branch  should  be  independent  ot  the  others,  is  fur- 
ther manifested  by  the  means  it  has  furnished  to 
_ach,  to  protect  itself  from  enterprises  of  force  at- 
tempted on  them  by  the  others,  and  to  none  has  it 
given  more  effectual  or  diversified  means  than  to 
the  executive.” 

“I  received,  late  last  night,  your  favor  of  the  day 
before,  and  now  re-enclose  you  the  subpoena.  As 
I do  not  believe  that  the  district  courts  have  a pow- 
er of  commanding  the  executive  government  to 
abandon  superior  duties  and  attend  on  them,  at 
whatever  distance,  I am  unwilling,  by  any  notice 
of  the  subpoena,  to  set  a precedent  which  might 
sanction  a proceeding  so  preposterous.” 

If  the  courts  cannot  take  the  executive  officers 
from  their  public  duties,  even  to  testily  in  court  in 
criminal  cases,  much  less  can  they,  at  the  instance 
of  citizens  in  pursuit  of  private  rights,  subject  them 
to  mandamus  and  attachment. 

The  authorities  are  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
doctrine  laid  down  by  the  chief  justice  in  the  case 
of  Marbury  vs.  Madison,  never  was  recognized  as 
law  by  the  executive  authority.  They  will  also 
screen  the  undersigned  from  the  imputation  of  as- 
suming any  new  ground,  when  he  doubts  whether 
this  court,  or  any  other,  can  “issue  a mandamus  to 
the  president  or  legislature,  or  any  of  their  officers; 
the  constitution  controlling  the  common  law  in  this 
particular.” 

All  this  reasoning  and  these  deductions  the  un- 
dersigned begs  may  be  understood  as  applicable 
solely  to  the  public  character  and  acts  of  executive 
officers,  and  not  to  their  character  as  citizens,  or  to 
their  private  transactions. 

SECOND  REASON. 

If  according  to  the  constitution,  the  circuit  court 
for  the  District  of  Columbia  might  be  clothed  by  law 
with  power  to  issue  a mandamus  in  such  a case,  no 
such  power  has  been  conferred  upon  them  by  the  acts 
of  congress. 

The  undersigned  is  spared  the  labor  of  investigat- 
ing and  illustrating  this  position  by  the  clear,  and, 
he  thinks,  conclusive  opinion  of  the  attorney  gene- 
ral, which  he  transmit*  herewith,  and  requests  that 
it  may  be  considered  a part  of  this  letter. 

That  opinion  reviews  the  opinion  of  the  circuit 
court,  as  delivered  by  chief  justice  Cranch,  and 
published  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  and  main- 
tains the  following  position: 

1.  That  the  argument  of  the  court  in  favor  of  the 
jurisdiction  claimed  by  them,  is  founded  on  infer- 
ences from  the  language  of  judge  Jonnson,  in  the 
case  of  McIntyre  vs.  Wood,  which  inferences  were 
repudiated  by  "the  same  judge,  and  by  the  judgment 
of  the  court  in  a subsequent  case. 

2.  That  there  is  no  substantial  difference  be- 
tween the  words  of  the  judiciary  act  ot  1789,  which 
the  supreme  court  have  twice  decided  do  not  give 
the  other  circuit  courts  power  to  issue  a manda- 
mus to  an  executive  officer,  and  the  words  of  the 
fifth  section  of  the  act  concerning  the  District  of 
Columbia,  on  which  the  circuit  court  rely;  and  that 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  latter  is,  therefore,  in  this  re- 
spect, no  greater  than  that  ot  the  other  courts. 

3.  That  no  power  is  to  be  derived  from  the  act 
of  the  13th  of  February,  1801,  because  that  act 
was  repealed  in  1802,  without  any  exception  as  to 
the  circuit  court  of  this  District. 

4.  That  even  if  the  acts  of  congress  concerning 
this  court  had  givc-n  to  it,  in  express  terms,  a ju- 
risdiction to  issue  writs  of  mandamus  to  an  execu- 
tive officer,  to  compel  him  to  perform  an  official 
act,  no  such  jurisdiction  could  be  exercised  con- 
sistently with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution, 
because  such  a jurisdiction  would  be  substantially 
an  exercise  of  executive  power,  which  cannot  be 
taken  from  the  president,  in  whom  the  constitution 
has  vested  it. 

5.  That  the  postmaster  general  is  an  executive 
officer,  arid  equally  independent  with  the  other 
heads  of  the  executive  departments  ot  any  control 
in  the  exercise  of  his  official  duties  by  the  judi- 
ciary. 

THIRD  REASON. 

If,  by  the  constitution,  congress  can  clothe  the  courts 
with  authority  to  issue  writs  of  mandamus  against 
executive  officers  as  such,  and  if  they  have  vested  the 
general  power  in  this  court  by  law,  this  is  not  a case 
in  which  that  power  can  be  lawfully  exercised. 
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1.  It  seems  to  be  conceded,  that  a writ  or  manda- 
mus will  not  lie  to  compel  any  one  to  do  an  act  in 
relation  to  the  performance  of  which  he  has  any 
discretion;  and,  to  brine;  this  case  within  that  prin- 
ciple, the  court  say,  “ the  duty  of  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral under  that  act  is  clear  and  absolute,  leaving 
him  no  discretion.”  Is  this  so? 

The  act  does  not  require  the  postmaster  general 
to  credit  or  pay  any  specific  amount.  It  does  not 
absolutely  require  him  to  do  any  specific  act  what- 
soever. Whether  he  would  be  called  upon  to  cre- 
dit much  or  little,  or  nothing  at  all,  was  altogether 
contingent,  depending  on  the  solicitor’s  award.  It 
was  not  like  a law  directing,  specifically  and  abso- 
lutely, the  payment  of  a sum  of  money,  or  the  per- 
formance of  a ministerial  act,  where  the  law  is  the 
only  guide.  It  was  necessary  for  him,  in  this  case, 
to  look  at  the  law  and  at  the  solicitor’s  award.  Of 
necessity  he  must  compare  them  together,  to  ascer- 
tain what  it  was  his  duty  to  do. 

Now,  in  making  that  comparison,  and  acting  upon 
the  result,  has  he  no  decretijm?  The  authority  of 
the  solicitor,  by  the  words  of  the  law,  was  “to  settle 
and  adjust,”  the  claims  of  relators  “ fur  extra  servi 
ces,”  “ under  certain  contracts  made  with  them  by  TV. 
T.  Barry,”  &c.;  to  “inquire  into  and  determine  the 
equity  of  their  claims  ‘for,  or  on  account  of,  any 
contract ” with  the  said  postmaster  general,  “on 
which  their  pay  had  been  suspended  by  the  present 
postmaster  general,”  and  to  make  them  such  allow 
ances,  &c.  The  duty  of  the  postmaster  general  is 
prescribed  in  the  following  words: 

“And  that  the  postmaster  general  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  credit  such  mail  contractors  with 
whatever  sums  of  money,  if  any,  the  said  solicitor 
shall  so  decide  to  be  due  to  them,  for  or  on  account 
of  any  such  services  or  contract.” 

The  postmaster  general  was  not  required  to  credit 
the  contractors  with  all  the  solicitor  might  award  to 
them,  but  only  so  much  as  he  might  decide  to  b 
due  ‘for  or  on  account  of  such  servicce  or  contract .’ 
What  “service  or  contract ?”  Why,  the  “service  or 
contract”  described  in  the  preceding  part  of  the  act, 
“extra  service ” — a “contract”  with  IV.  T.  Barry — 
a contract  “on  which  the  pay  had  been  suspended  by 
the  present  postmaster  general.”  It  is  such  allowan 
ces,  and  such  only,  that  the  postmaster  general  is 
directed  to  credit. 

Has  he  no  power  to  examine  and  decide  whether 
the  allowances  are  of  this  character  or  not?  Must 
he  not  see  whether  they  are  “for  or  on  account  of 
any  such  service  or  contract”  or  not?  If  he  have  no 
power  to  look  into  that  point,  why  are  the  words 
attached  to  the  sentence  ivliich  prescribes  his  duty? 
Why  was  he  not  directed  absolutely  to  credit  “what 
ever  sums  of  money , if  any,  the  solicitor  shall  decide  to 
be  due  to  them’”  But  one  answer  can  be  given:  it 
was  the  purpose  of  congress  to  limit  the  power  of 
the  postmaster  general  to  credit  and  pay,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  solicitor  to  allow,  and  after  defining  the 
claims  which  the  latter  was  authorised  to  allow, 
they  limited  to  the  same  claims  the  power  of  the 
former  to  pay.  He  was  directed  to  pay  the  sums 
allowed  “for  or  on  account  of  any  such  service  or  con- 
tract,” and  nothing  more. 

Again:  There  are  several  provisos  to  the  act 
limiting  the  power  of  the  solicitor.  One  of  them  is 
as  follows,  viz:  provided,  the  said  solicitor  is  not 
authorised  to  make  any  allowance  “for  any  suspen- 
sion or  withholding  of  money  as  aforesaid,  for  al- 
lowances or  overpayments  made  as  aforesaid,  on  the 
route  from  Baltimore  to  Washington,  under  the  com 
tract  of  1827.”  If,  instead  of  1827,  the  year  1831 
had  been  used  in  this  proviso,  it  would  have  cover- 
ed a part  of  the  allowances  embraced  in  the  award. 
Had  it  done  so,  and  had  the  award  embraced  that 
or  any  other  allowance  prohibited  by  the  provisos, 
would  it  not  have  been  the  duty  of  the  postmaster 
general  to  refuse  the  credit  and  payment?  It  cannot 
be  doubted.  But  how  could  he  ascertain  whether 
the  allowance  was  prohibited  by  the  proviso  or  not? 
Could  he  do  it  in  any  other  way  than  by  examining 
the  allowance  and  comparing  it  with  the  proviso? 
If,  in  his  opinion,  it  were  prohibited,  he  would  re- 
fuse to  pay  it;  if  not,  he  would  pay  it.  And  is 
there  not  discretion  here?  May  he  not  pay,  or  re- 
fuse to  pay,  according  to  his  opinion  of  the  power 
of  the  solicitor  to  make  the  allowance? 

On  these  points  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
postmaster  general  has  a discretion.  But  what  is 
the  difference  between  his  right  to  determine  whe- 
ther the  solicitor  has  transcended  his  power  on  spe- 
cific points,  or  in  his  award  generally?  Had  he  not 
a discretion  to  refuse  to  pay  the  whole  award  or 
any  part  of  it,  if  he  honestly  believed  it  contrary 
to  law?  If,  on  looking  at  the  law  and  the  award, 
he  found  that  the  solicitor  had  departed  from  his 
authority  altogether,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  he 
had  a right  under  the  law,  and  that  it  would  have 
been  his  duty,  to  decline  carrying  it  into  effect. 


This  is  not  a case,  therefore,  where  a specific  du- 
ty is  enjoined  by  law,  in  the  performance  of  which 
there  is  no  discretion,  such  as  the  payment  of  a de- 
finite sum  of  money,  the  registering  of  a certifi- 
cate, or  the  recording  of  a patent,  and  consequent- 
ly it  is  not  a proper  case  for  a mandamus. 

2.  It  seems  to  be  conceded,  that,  under  existing 
laws,  a writ  of  mandamus  can  be  issued  by  a court 
only  as  a means  of  exercising  its  jurisdiction,  and 
not  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  jurisdiction. 

Let  us  apply  the  principle  to  this  case.  The  ju- 
risdiction of  every  court  must  be  original  or  appel- 
late. Original  jurisdiction  is  where,  by  authority 
of  the  constitution  and  laws,  proceedings  are  origi- 
nated in  the  court  in  the  first  instance.  Appellate 
jurisdiction  is  where,  by  authority  of  the  same 
constitution  and  laws,  a case  is  taken  out  of  a low 
er  tribunal  into  a higher,  with  a view  to  a revision 
of  the  proceedings  of  an  inferior  court. 

In  this  case  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  had 
no  original  jurisdiction  to  adjudicate  upon  the 
claims  of  the  contractors.  There  was  no  mode 
known  to  the  laws  by  which  they  could  prosecute 
those  claims  in  any  court  whatsoever.  Congress 
created  a special  tribunal  for  that  purpose.  They 
made  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  a chancellor  for 
the  special  object,  and  clothed  him  with  power  to 
take  evidence  and  adjudicate  upon  the  claims  of 
the  contractors.  No  other  court  on  earth  could 
have  entertained  this  case. 

Nor  was  any  appeal  from  the  decision  of  this 
special  court  provided  for  by  the  law  which  created 
it.  Neither  the  circuit  court  of  this  District,  nor 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  nor  any 
other  judicial  tribunal,  had  power  to  bring  up  the 
case  from  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  either  be- 
fore or  after  his  award,  and  revise  his  proceedings. 
No  judge  could  take  from,  or  add  to,  the  amount  of 
his  award,  nor  has  any  judge  the  legal  power  to  say 
whether  that  officer  decided  according  to  law  or 
against  law.  The  solicitor’s  power  in  this  case 
was  equal  to  that  conferred  on  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States  in  cases  subjected  to  its  juris- 
diction, and  above  that  of  the  circuit  court  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  from  which  there  is  an  appeal. 
The  solicitor  had  as  much  power  under  the  law 
which  gave  him  jurisdiction,  to  issue  a mandamus 
to  bring  before  him,  for  consideration  or  revision,  a 
case  acted  on  in  the  District  court  or  the  supreme 
court,  as  either  of  them  has  to  issue  a mandamus  to 
bring  before  them  for  consideration  or  revision  a 
case  decided  in  his  court;  and  he  has  as  much  right 
to  interpose  by  a mandamus  to  execute  their  judg- 
ment as  they  his. 

How,  then,  do  the  circuit  court  get  jurisdiction 
in  this  case?  Not  by  the  law,  for  the  law  gives 
them  none,  either  original  or  appellate.  They  ob- 
tain it  by  the  mandamus,  and  by  that  only. 

Is  it  said  that  they  do  not  claim  jurisdiction  to 
inquire  into  and  revise  the  solicitor’s  award? — 
What,  then,  does  their  jurisdiction  amount  to? — 
What  “case”  is  this,  where  the  jurisdiction  is  not 
to  inquire  into,  to  revise,  to  adjudge,  but  merely  to 
execute?  In  the  ordinary  routine  of  judicial  pro- 
ceedings, the  “case”  comes  first,  the  “suit”  follows, 
and  “judgment”  closes  the  rear.  Here  it  is  not  a 
‘case,”  nor  a “suit,”  of  which  the  court  takes  cog- 
nizance, but  a “judgment.”  It  is  the  judgment  and 
the  award  of  another  independent  court,  upon  the 
proceedings  of  which  the  law  gives  neither  resort 
nor  appeal  to  the  district  court. 

And  if  the  court  do  not  intend  to  look  into  the 
award  of  the  solicitor,  to  ascertain  whether  it  be 
according  to  law  or  against  law,  what  do  they  mean 
by  calling  on  the  postmaster  general  to  give  his 
reasons  for  not  carrying  it  into  execution?  If  they 
mean  any  thing  by  such  a call,  it  must  be  that  they 
will  consider  the  reasons  which  may  be  adduced  by 
him,  and  decide  whether  they  be  sufficient  or  not. 
Suppose  the  postmaster  general  were  to  allege  that 
the  solicitor  had  considered  and  allowed  claims 
which  he  was  not  authorised  to  allow  by  the  act  of 
congress  from  which  he  derived  his  authority.  If 
this  were  true,  it  would  certainly  be  a good  reason 
for  not  paying  the  award.  But  could  the  circuit 
court  inquire  into  their  truth?  Whence  do  they 
derive  the  power  to  inquire  or  decide  whether  the 
solicitor  allowed  too  much  or  too  little:  whether  he 
adhered  to  the  law  or  transcended  the  law;  whether 
he  awarded  to  the  claimants  a just  compensation 
for  services  actually  rendered,  or  heaped  upon 
them  tens  and  hundreds  of  thousands,  without  sha- 
dow of  contracts  or  pretence  of  service?  Nothing 
would  seem  more  plain,  than  that  the  court  have 
no  power  to  call  for  books  and  papers,  or  summon 
witnesses,  or  consider  statements,  with  a view  of 
deciding  whether  the  award  of  the  solicitor  be  right 
or  wrong.  If  they  have  no  such  power,  it  is  palpa- 
ble that  they  cannot  make  any  examinations,  and 
come  to  any  decision  which  can  exonerate  the  post- 


master general  from  executing  the  award,  however 
illegal  or  monstrous  may  be  the  allowances  which 
it  sanctions. 

Is  not  this  absence  of  power  to  consider  that  which 
may  be  a good  reason  for  the  postmaster  general’s 
refusal  to  execute  the  award,  the  strongest  possible 
proof  that  the  court  have  no  authority  to  institute 
their  present  proceedings?  It  will  be  admitted  by 
ail,  that  if  the  postmaster  general  could  show  that 
the  award  was  illegal  or  corrupt,  it  would  be  a good 
excuse  for  not  carrying  it  into  effect  until  it  could 
be  revised  by  some  superior  tribunal.  But  this 
court,  not  being  clothed  by  law  with  power  to  con- 
sider those  points,  has  no  authority  to  judge  of  the 
legality  orreasonableness  of  the  postmaster  general’s 
excuses,  although  they  may  be  such  as  not  only  to 
justify  him,  but  to  entitle  him  to  commendation. 

No  man  will  deny  that  cases  may  and  do  arise, 
in  which  an  executive  officer  is  perfectly  justifiable 
in  refusing  to  perform  a specific  act  required  of  him 
by  law.  In  these  cases,  he  is  responsible  to  his 
superior  and  to  congress,  but  not  to  the  courts.  If 
the  postmaster  general  were  directed  by  express 
law  to  pay  $ 50,000  to  a contractor,  and  should,  be- 
fore doing  so,  discover  that  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
congress  had  been  procured  by  false  and  fabricated 
testimony,  it  would  be  his  duty  to  refuse  payment 
until  the  whole  subject  could  be  again  brought  un- 
der the  revision  of  congress.  Yet  the  law  might  be 
plain  and  peremptory  in  its  terms,  leaving  him  no 
discretion.  Might  not  this  court,  upon  the  princi- 
ples laid  down  by  them,  grant  a mandamus  to  the 
claimants?  Could  they,  in  such  a proceeding,  in- 
quire into  and  revise  the  act  of  congress,  or  would 
they  peremptorily  order  and  forcibly  compel  the 
postmaster  general  to  execute  the  law,  the  fraud 
notwithstanding?  If  he  had  no  “discretion,”  and 
they  no  power  of  revision,  such  must  be  their  deci- 
sion. 

Hence  it  is  inferred,  that  the  court  has  no  juris- 
diction of  this  case  in  law,  and  can  only  obtain 
what  they  may  exercise  by  their  mandamus;  a 
proof  that  a writ  of  mandamus  will  not  lie  in  such 
a case. 

FOURTH  REASON. 

The  court  have  ordered  the  postmaster  general  to 
perform  a legal  impossibility. 

A mandamus  is  a command  to  do  a specific  act. 
The  specific  act  ordered  to  be  done  in  this  case  is 
to  Credit  the  relators  With  the  full  amount  of  the 
solicitor’s  award.  A credit  can  only  be  given  by 
an  entry  upon  some  book  in  which  their  accounts 
are  lawfully  kept. 

No  accounts  are  kept  with  contractors  in  the 
post  office  department,  nor  has  the  postmaster 
general  the  custody  or  control  of  the  books  in 
which  they  are  kept.  All  the  accounts  of  the  post 
office  department  are  kept  in  the  treasury  depart- 
ment by  the  auditor  created  for  that  purpose  by  the 
act  of  July  2d,  1836.  That  officer  is  appointed  by 
the  president  and  senate;  and  so  far  is  he  from 
being  dependent  on  the  postmaster  general,  that 
his  clerks  are  appointed  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury.  To  his  office  have  been  transferred  long 
since  all  the  accounts,  and  the  books  connected 
w'ith  them,  formerly  kept  by  the  postmaster  general. 

By  adverting  to  the  fact  that  the  act  for  the  relief 
ol'Messrs.  Stockton  He  Stokes,  ami  that  to  change  the 
organization  of  the  post  office  department,  passed 
on  the  same  day,  the  occasion  of  this  practical  dis- 
crepancy between  them  will  be  understood.  The 
former  was  drawn  with  reference  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  department  at  the  time  of  its  introduc- 
tion into  congress.  Then  the  postmaster  general 
kept  the  accounts,  and  the  entries  in  the  books 
were  his  entries.  He  had  the  legal  power  and 
authority  to  give  a credit  to  the  contractors  in  this 
case.  But  this  power  and  authority  was  taken 
from  him  by  another  act  on  the  day  the  act  for  their 
relief  passed.  That  the  act  now  in  question  was 
not  altered  so  as  to  accommodate  it  to  the  change, 
and  require  the  credit  to  be  given  by  the  new 
auditor  instead  of  the  postmaster  general,  w’as 
doubtless  an  inadvertence;  but  it  is  one  which  the 
legislative  authority  alone  can  correct.  As  the  law 
stands,  the  postmaster  general  has  just  as  much 
authority  to  make  entries  in  the  books  of  the  second 
third  and  fourth  auditors,  as  he  has  in  those  of  the 
auditor  created  by  the  act  of  1836. 

Hence  the  court  will  perceive  that  they  have 
ordered  the  postmaster  general  to  do  that  which  he 
cannot  lawfully  do — to  enter  a credit  or  credits  on 
books  of  which  he  has  neither  the  custody  nor  con- 
trol. 

These  views  the  undersigned  submits  to  the  court 
with  much  confidence  in  their  soundness.  He 
thinks  it  is  shown: 

1.  That  it  is  the  function  of  the  executive  “to 
take  care  that  the  laws,”  special  as  well  as  general, 
“be  faithfully  executed;”  and  that  of  the  judiciary 
to  expound  such  as  require  it;  that  to  the  president 
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of  the  United  States,  and  not  to  the  courts  of  jus- 
tice, belongs  the  duty  of  directing  and  controlling 
all  executive  officers  in  the  performance  of  their 
official  duties;  and  that  when  the  courts  interpose 
to  control  them,  they  assume  an  executive  function, 
invade  the  province  of  the  president,  and  subvert 
the  constitutional  assignment  of  powers. 

2.  That  congress  have  not  conferrec^or  attempt- 
ed to  confer  on  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  authority  to  issue  a writ  of  mandamus, 
for  the  purpose  of  controlling  executive  officers 
in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  whether  general 
or  specific;  that  the  postmaster  general  is  an  exe- 
cutive officer;  that  in  the  matter  upon  which  this 
proceeding  has  originated,  he  has  acted  in  that  ca- 
pacity; and  that  he  is  not  lawfully  controllable 
therein  by  a writ  of  mandamus. 

3.  That  in  iho  ca.ce*  Loforo  thn  e/iiirt,  thp  _ 

master  general  had  a clear  and  undoubted  discre- 
tion, in  the  exercise  of  which  he  is  amenable  to  no 
judicial  tribunal;  and  that  the  court,  having  no  ju- 
risdiction of  the  matter  in  question,  either  original 
or  appellate,  cannot  lawfully  court  and  obtain  it  by 
a mandamus. 

4.  That  the  court  have  ordered  the  postmaster 
general  to  do  that  which  he  has  no  lawful  power  to 
do,  not  having  official  custody  or  control  of  the 
books  on  which  the  credits  are  commanded  to  be 
entered. 

In  addition  to  those  persuasive  considerations,  it 
cannot  be  forgotten  that  the  power  now  asserted 
has  been  slumbering  from  the  birth  of  the  consti- 
tution; and  now,  almost  half  a century  from  the 
organization  of  the  government,  is  for  the  first 
time  called  into  requisition.  How  was  it  that  Mar- 
bury,  after  his  right  to  his  commission  was  so 
strongly  asserted  by  the  supreme  court,  did  not 
bethink  himself  of  a resort  for  redress  to  the  circuit 
court  for  the  District  of  Columbia?  Why  is  it  that 
the  numberless  claimants  whose  accounts  have  been 
rejected  at  the  treasury,  though  asserted  by  them 
to  be  clearly  warranted  by  law,  have  not  applied  to 
this  court  for  its  mandamus  to  compel  the  auditors 
and  register  to  give  them  credits  upon  their  books? 
Why  did  not  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  instead 
of  agitating  the  country  and  thundering  in  the  ca- 
pitol,  apply  to  this  court  for  its  mandamus  to  com- 
pel the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  restore  the  pub- 
lic deposites,  which,  it  was  alleged,  had  been  re- 
moved from  it  in  contempt  of  law  and  in  violation 
of  the  constitution?  Have  none  of  these  occasions 
been  sufficient  to  rouse  this  giant  power  from  its 
enduring  slumber?  Are  its  mighty  arms  to  be  flung 
aloft  for  the  first  time  in  vindication  of  post  office 
extra  allowances  of  doubtful  legality  and  undoubt- 
ed enormity,  which  have  already  been  denounced 
by  congress  and  condemned  by  the  nation? 

The  undersigned  desists  from  a theme  on  which 
it  is  not  pleasant  to  dwell.  It  has  been  his  studied 
effort  to  avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  expressions  cal- 
culated to  wound  sensibility  or  create  excitement. 
The  voice  of  reason  alone  is  worthy  of  a subject 
so  comprehensive  and  so  grave.  If  a sentence,  or 
a word,  is  to  be  found  in  this  paper  which  can 
justly  be  construed  as  disrespectful  to  the  court,  or 
personally  reproachful  to  any  one,  it  has  escaped 
through  inadvertence,  and  conveys  a meaning  which 
was  not  intended.  AMOS  KENDALL, 

Postmaster  general, 

June  24,  1837. 

OPINION  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 

In  relation  to  the  power  of  the  circuit  court  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  issue  a mandamus  to  com- 
pel the  postmaster  general  to  credit  Messrs.  Stock- 
ton  and  Stokes  and  others  with  a certain  sum  of 
money. 

Attorney  general' e office,  June  19,  1837. 
Sir:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
of  the  7th  inst.  enclosing  a printed  copy  of  the  opi 
nion  delivered  by  the  chief  judge  of  the  circuit 
court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  county  of 
Washington,  upon  the  application  of  William  B. 
Stokes  and  others  for  a writ  of  mandamus,  to  be 
directed  to  the  postmaster  general  of  the  U.  States, 
and  requesting  me  to  examine  it,  and  to  inform 
you,  whether  I find  any  thing  therein  to  change  the 
opinion  heretofore  expressed  by  me,  relative  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  over  the  matter  in  ques- 
tion. 

Pursuant  to  this  request,  I have  examined  the 
paper  referred  to  me,  with  the  attention  and  respect 
due  to  its  author  and  to  the  court  of  which  he  is  the 
organ;  but,  after  the  fullest  consideration  which  I 
have  been  able  to  give  to  the  arguments  contained 
in  it,  I still  adhere  to  the  opinion,  that  the  court 
had  no  power  to  issue  the  writ  in  question. 

The  case  proposed  by  you,  in  your  communica- 
tion of  the  29th  ultimo,  and  now  presented,  relates 
to  the  power  of  the  circuit  court  of  this  District  to 
issue  a mandamus  to  the  postmaster  general — an 


executive  officer  of  the  United  States — for  the  pur- 
pose of  compelling  him  to  perform  an  official  act, 
alleged  to  have  been  enjoined  upon  him  by  a spe- 
cial act  of  congress,  passed  for  the  relief  of  the  par- 
ties applying  lor  the  writ.  This  act  treats  exclu- 
sively of  certain  claims  depending  in  the  post  office 
department,  and  growing  out  of  contracts  with  that 
department;  it  refers  these  claims  to  the  solicitor  of 
the  treasury  for  settlement;  and  it  directs  the  post- 
master general  to  credit  the  contractors  with  what- 
ever sum  of  money,  if  any,  the  solicitor  shall  de- 
cide to  be  due  them.  The  duty  imposed  by  this 
law  is  therefore,  in  every  sense,  an  official  duty;  it 
relates  to  the  business  of  his  department;  it  is  im- 
posed on  him  by  his  name  of  office.  The  solicitor 
of  the  treasury  has  made  an  award,  by  which  he 
decides  that  certain  sums  of  money  are  due  to  the 
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them  with  a part  of  these  sums;  but,  lor  reasons  sa- 
tisfactory to  his  own  judgment  and  sense  of  duty, 
has  refused  to  credit  the  balance,  until  directed  so 
to  do  by  a further  act  of  congress.  The  contrac- 
tors have  applied  to  the  late  president  of  the  United 
States  to  take  order,  by  virtue  of  his  constitutional 
duty  to  see  the  laws  faithfully  executed,  for  the 
crediting  of  the  balance;  but,  being  satisfied  with 
the  course  of  the  postmaster  general,  he  declined 
making  any  such  order,  and  referred  the  parties  to 
congress  for  further  legislative  directions.  The 
like  application  has  been  made  to  the  present  chief 
magistrate,  who  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  interfere 
with  the  disposition  of  the  subject  made  by  his 
predecessor;  and  the  parties  now  apply  to  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  this  District  for  an  order,  in  the  form 
of  a writ  of  mandamus,  to  the  postmaster  general, 
to  credit  and  pay  the  balance  of  the  solicitor’s 
award,  on  the  ground  that  this  is  a mere  ministerial 
act,  to  the  performance  of  which  the  applicants 
have  a fixed  legal  right,  under  the  act  of  congress 
as  it  now  stands,  and  for  which  they  have  no  other 
adequate  legal  remedy.  The  court  has  so  far 
adopted  these  views  as  to  issue  an  alternative  man- 
damus, commanding  the  postmaster  general  to  give 
the  credit  applied  for,  or  to  show  cause  why  he  has 
not  done  so;  but  it  has  reserved  the  question  whe- 
ther the  mandamus  shall  issue  to  command  the  pay- 
ment of  the  balance,  for  further  consideration  when 
the  result  of  the  first  writ  shall  have  been  ascer- 
tained. 

In  my  former  communication  it  was  shown,  that 
according  to  the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  cases  of  McIntyre  vs. 
Wood,  (7  Cranch,  504),  and  McCtuvg  vs.  Siltiman, 
(6  Wheaton,  598),  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States,  out  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  have  no 
jurisdiction,  under  the  laws  now  in  force,  to  issue 
a writ  of  mandamus  to  an  officer  of  the  executive 
departments;  and  the  opinion  was  expressed,  that 
the  acts  of  congress  organizing  the  circuit  court  of 
this  District,  and  regulating  its  jurisdiction,  though 
they  conferred  some  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
other  circuit  courts,  did  not,  in  express  terms,  or 
by  any  general  grant  of  power,  authorise  it  to  issue 
a writ  of  mandamus  to  an  executive  officer  of  the 
United  States;  and  therefore,  that  its  jurisdiction, 
in  this  respect,  was  the  same  with  that  of  the  other 
circuit  court. 

The  character  and  effect  of  the  decisions  referred 
to,  as  to  the  other  circuit  courts,  and  the  necessity 
of  proving,  before  the  writ  applied  for  can  be  issu- 
ed by  the  circuit  court  of  this  district,  that  con- 
gress have  conferred  on  it  a jurisdiction,  in  this 
particular,  not  possessed  by  those  courts,  are  fully 
admitted  in  the  opinion  before  me;  and  the  court 
would  doubtless  have  come  to  the  like  conclusion 
with  me,  had  it  taken  the  like  view  of  the  acts  of 
congress  regulating  its  jurisdiction.  The  opinion 
maintains,  that  the  power  and  jurisdiction  conferred 
on  this  court  are  much  more  comprehensive  than 
those  possessed  by  the  other  circuit  courts,  and  suf- 
ficiently ao  to  include  the  power  in  question.  To 
establish  this,  a comparison  is  instituted  between 
the  acts  of  congress  relative  to  these  courts;  and 
the  result  of  this  comparison,  aided  bv  inferences 
and  reasonings  thereon,  drawn  from  the  language 
of  the  supreme  court  in  the  cases  referred  to,  is 
supposed  to  be  in  favor  of  the  jurisdiction  claimed 
by  this  court. 

The  result,  in  my  opinion,  is  directly  the  re- 
verse. 

The  power  and  jurisdiction  of  the  ordinary  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  regards 
this  subject,  depends  on  the  following  clauses  of 
the  11th  and  14th  sections  of  the  judiciary  act  of 
1789. 

The  11th  section  provides  “that  the  circuit  courts 
shall  have  original  cognizance,  concurrent  with 
the  courts  of  the  several  states  of  all  suits  of  a civil 
nature,  at  common  law,  or  in  equity,  where  the 
matter  in  dispute  exceeds,  exclusive  of  costs,  the 
sum  or  value  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  the  Unit- 


ed States  a;e  plaintiffs  or  petitioners;  or  an  alien  is 
a party;  or  the  dispute  is  between  a citizen  of  the 
state  where  ihe  suit  is  brought  and  a citizen  of 
another  state.” 

The  14th  section  enact,  “that  all  the  before  men- 
tioned courts  of  the  United  States  shall  have  power 
to  issue  writs  of  scire  facias,  habeas  corpus,  and  all 
other  writs  not  specially  provided  for  by  statute, 
which  may  be  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  their  re- 
spective jurisdictions,  and  agreeable  to  the  principles 
and  usages  of  law.” 

On  these  provisions,  the  supreme  court  held,  in 
the  case  of  McIntyre  vs.  Wood,  (7  Cranch,  -504), 
that  the  circuit  court  of  Ohio  did  not  possess  the 
power  to  issue  a mandamus  to  the  register  of  the 
land  office.  The  power  of  the  circuit  courts,  under 
the  general  words  of  the  14th  section,  to  issue  writs 
raf  mn-nilmmis  in  some  cases  was  not  denied;  but  it 
was  held,  that  the  power  was  confined  exclusively 
to  cases  in  which  the  writ  might  “be  necessary  to 
the  exercise  of  their  jurisdiction.'’’  By  this  was 
meant,  as  explained  in  the  subsequent  case  of 
McClvng  vs.  Siltiman,  (6  Wheaton,  598),  that  the 
mandamus  can  only  be  issued  “in  cases  where  the 
jurisdiction  already  exists,  and  not  where  it  is  to  be 
courted  or  acquired  by  means  of  the  writ  proposed  to 
be  sued  out.” 

The  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  court 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  so  far  as  regards  "the 
present  question,  are  conferred  by  the  3d  and  5th 
sections  of  the  act  “concerning  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia,” approved  February  27th,  1891. 

The  material  part  of  the  3d  section  is  as  follows: 
“That  there  shall  be  a court  in  the  said  District, 
which  shall  be  called  the  circuit  court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia;  and  the  said  court  and  the  judges  there- 
of, shall  have  all  the  powers  vested  in  the  circuit 
courts,  and  the  judges  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States.” 

The  5th  section  is  in  the  following  v/ords:  “That 
the  said  court  (the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia)  shall  have  cognizance  of  all  crimes  and 
offences  committed  within  the  said  District,  and  of 
all  cases  in  law  and  equity  between  parties,  both  or 
either  of  wd'iich  shall  be  resident,  or  shall  be  found 
within  the  said  District;  and  also  of  all  actions  or 
suits  of  a civil  nature",  at  common  law  or  in  equity, 
in  which  the  United  States  shall  be  plaintiffs  or 
complainants;  and  of  all  seizures  on  land  and  water; 
and  all  penalties  and  forfeitures  made,  arising  or 
accruing  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States.” 

On  the  latter  of  these  sections,  (the  5th),  judge 
Cranch  holds  that  it  confers  on  the  circuit  court  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  a jurisdiction  not  given  to 
the  other  circuit  courts,  which  may  be  enforced  by 
the  writ  of  mandamus,  whenever  such  a writ  is  ne- 
cessary to  the  exercise  of  that  jurisdiction.  This 
view  of  the  case  appears  to  have  been  suggested  by 
the  following  remarks  of  Mr.  Justice  Johnson,  in 
the  case  of  McIntyre  vs.  Wood:  “Had  the  11th  sec- 
tion of  the  judiciary  act  covered  the  whole  ground  of 
the  constitution,  there  would  be  much  reason  for  ex- 
ercising this  power  (the  power  of  issuing  writs  of 
mandamus')  in  many  cases  wherein  some  ministerial 
act  is  necessary  to  the  completion  of  an  individual 
right,  arising  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  14th  section  of  the  same  act  w'ould  sanc- 
tion the  issuing  of  the  writ  for  such  a purpose. — 
But  although  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States 
extends  to  cases  arising  under  the  laws  of  the  U. 
States,  the  legislature  have  not  thought  proper  to 
delegate  the  exercise  of  that  power  to  its  circuit 
courts,  except  in  certain  special  cases.” 

In  order  to  bring  the  case  within  these  remarks, 
judge  Cranch  argues  that  the  5th  section  above 
quoted,  has  covered  the  whole  ground  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  much  more,  except  as 
to  certain  cases  not  material  to  the  present  discus- 
sion; and  that,  with  such  exception,  the  circuit 
court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  has  cognizance  of 
all  cases  in  law  and  equity,  whether  arising  under  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  Stales,  or  under  the 
adopted  laws  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  with  the 
only  condition  that  one  of  ihe  parties  shall  be  resident 
or  found  within  the  District;  and  that  the  circuit 
court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  is  therefore,  “in 
that  condition”  of  which  Mr.  Justice  Johnson  speaks. 
He  also  argues,  chiefly  on  the  authority  of  a part  of 
the  opinion  of  chief  justice  Marshall,  in  the  not- 
ed case  of  Marbury  vs.  Madison,  (1  Cranch,  163), 
that  the  act  of  congress  for  the  relief  of  the  rela- 
tors, directs  the  performance,  by  the  postmaster 
general,  of  a mere  ministerial  act;  that  the  right  of 
the  relators,  and  the  obligation  of  the  postmaster 
general,  are  clear  and  absolute;  that  the  refusal  of 
the  latter  to  perform  the  act,  makes  a case  in  law, 
of  which  the  court  has  jurisdiction;  that  the  only 
appropriate  remedy  is  by  w:rit  of  mandamus ; that 
this  writ  is  therefore  necessary  to  the  exercise  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  and  that  the  court  has 
not  only  the  power,  but  is  bound,  to  issue  it. 
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The  whole  of  this  argument  rests  on  the  assump- 
tion that  if  the  grant  of  jurisdiction  covers  the 
whole  ground  of  the  constitution,  it  will  include  the 
power  to  issue  a writ  of  mandamus  to  an  executive 
ollicer,  commanding  the  performance  of  an  official 
act,  provided  the  court  shall  be  ofopinion  that  such 
act  is  merely  ministerial  in  its  nature — an  assump- 
tion inferred  by  the  court,  from  the  above  quoted 
remarks  of  judge  Johnson.  I shall  hereafter  have 
occasion  to  show,  that  the  existence  of  such  a juris- 
diction in  any  of  the  courts  is  incompatible  with  the 
distribution  of  the  powers  of  government  made  by 
the  constitution,  and  with  the  separate  and  inde- 
endent  authority  vested  by  it  in  the  president;  but 
el'ore  entering  on  that  subject,  some  objections  of 
a minor,  but  perhaps  not  less  decisive  nature,  may 
be  mentioned. 

1 Tho  oko.-o  q,.„(ea  ooservation  of  Mr.  Justice 
Johnson  was  not  necessary  to  the  decision  of  the 
case  of  McIntyre  vs.  Wood;  and  the  use  now  made 
of  it  by  the  circuit  court  appears  to  be  repugnant 
to  the  opinion  of  the  same  judge  in  the  case  of 
Me  Clung  vs.  Silliimn,  and  to  the  judgment  render- 
ed in  the  latter  case. 

The  existence  of  this  objection  is  fully  admitted 
by  chief  justice  Cranch,  in  the  following  remarks: 

“But,  although  we  have  shown,  as  we  think,  that 
even  under  the  opinion  of  the  supreme  court,  in 
McIntyre  vs.  Wood,  this  court  has  power  to  issue 
a writ  of  mandamus  in  the  present  case,  yet  it  may 
possibly  be  objected  that  our  argument  is  founded 
upon  inferences  drawn  from  the  language  of  that 
opinion;  which  inferences  Mr.  Justice  Johnson, 
in  the  case  of  McClung  vs.  Silliman,  (6  Wheaton, 
598),  repudiates.” 

Let  us  see  how  the  objection  is  gotten  over. 

In  the  first  place  it  is  suggested  that  “the  only 
point  decided  in  the  case  of  Me  Clung  vs.  Silliman 
was,  that  a state  court  cannot  issue  a mandamus  to 
an  officer  ol  the  United  States:”  and  the  remarks  of 
judge  Johnson  repudiating  the  inferences  referred 
to,  are  therefore  treated  a3  unnecessary  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  cause. 

If  this  were  so,  it  might  still  be  replied  that  the 
obiter  remarks  of  the  judge  who  delivered  the  opi- 
nion of  the  court,  repudiating  inferences  drawn 
lrom  obiter  remarks  of  the  same  judge  in  a former 
case,  are  abundantly  sufficient  to  meet  an  argument 
founded  on  such  inferences.  But  I think  it  will  be 
seen,  on  comparing  judge  Johnson’s  statement  of 
the  facts  with  subsequent  parts  of  his  opinion,  that 
the  case  presented  another  point  which  directly  call- 
ed for  the  remarks  in  question. 

Mr.  Justice  Johnson  says:  “the  plaintiff  in  er- 
ror, who  was-  also  the  plaintiff  below,  supposes 
himself  entitled  to  a pre-emptive  interest  in  a tract 
of  land  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  claims  of  the  re- 
gister of  the  land  office  of  the  United  States,  the 
legal  acts  and  documents  upon  which  such  rights 
are  initiated.  The  officer  refuses,  under  the  idea 
that  the  right  is  alread}'  legally  vested  in  another, 
and  that  he  possesses,  himself,  no  power  over  the 
subject  in  controversy.  A mandamus  is  then  moved 
for  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  court  decides  that  congress  has  vested  it  with 
no  such  controlling  power  over  the  acts  of  the  mi- 
nisterial officers  in  the  given  case.  The  same  ap- 
plication is  then  preferred  to  the  state  court  for  the 
county  in  which  the  subject  in  controversy  is  situat- 
ed. The  state  court  sustains  its  own  jurisdiction 
over  the  register  of  the  land  office;  but,  on  a view 
of  the  merits  of  the  claim,  dismisses  the  motion. 
From  both  these  decisions  appeals  are  made  to  this 
court  in  the  form  of  a writ  of  error.”  He  then  re- 
fers to  the  decision  in  McIntyre  vs.  Wood:  says  the 
influence  of  that  decision  on  the  cases  before  the 
court,  is  resisted  on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  then 
appear  that  the  controversy  was  between  parties, 
who,  under  the  description  of  person,  were  entitled 
to  sue  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States; 
and  that  “it  is  now  contended,  that  as  the  parties  to 
this  controversy  are  competent  to  sue  under  the 
11th  section,  being  citizens  of  different  states,  that 
this  is  a case  within  the  provisions  of  the  14th  sec- 
tion, and  the  circuit  court  was  vested  with  power 
to  issue  this  writ,  under  the  description  of  a writ 
specially  provided  for  by  statute,  but  necessary  for 
the  exercise  of  its  jurisdiction.” 

It  thus  appears  that,  besides  the  question  con- 
cerning the  power  of  the  state  court,  the  question 
whether  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  state  of  Ohio  could  issue  a mandamus  to  a re- 
gister of  the  land  office,  to  decide  conflicting  claims 
to  a certificate  of  purchase,  one  claimant  being  a 
citizen  of  Ohio,  and  the  other  a citizen  of  another 
state,  was  also  submitted  for  decision.  The  ar- 
gument of  the  plaintiff’s  counsel  in  support  of  such 
a jurisdiction,  like  that  of  the  circuit  court  of  this 
district  in  the  present  case,  was  founded  on  infer- 
ences drawn  from  the  language  held  by  jud^e 
Johnson  in  the  case  of  McIntyre  vs.  Wood.  The 


judge  notices  it  at  length;  rejects,  in  the  most  de- 
cided manner,  the  inferences  on  which  it  rested; 
and  thus  disposes  of  that  part  of  the  case  which  re- 
lated to  the  proceedings  before  the  circuit  court. 

Another  answer  to  the  anticipated  objection  is, 
that  the  circuit  court  of  this  district  has  cognizance 
of  all  cases  in  law  and  equity,  however,  arising,  be- 
tween parties,  both  or  either  of  which  are  resident 
or  found  within  the  District — a position  constantly 
insisted  on  in  the  opinion,  and  which  I propose  to 
examine  under  the  next  hold. 

2.  Admitting  lor  the  sake  of  argument  thatthe  con- 
struction given  to  tile  language  of  judge  Johnson 
in  the  cases  referred  to,  is  the  correct  one,  and  that 
the  argument  founded  on  it  is  sound  in  principle, 
still  the  present  case  cannot  be  distinguished  from 
those  decided  by  the  supreme  court,  because  there 
is  no  essential  ennerence  Detween  tne  otn  section  or 
the  act  “concerning  the  District  of  Columbia”  on 
which  the  circuit  court  relies  for  its  claim  of  juris- 
diction over  all  cases  in  law  and  equity,  however 
arising,  and  the  11th  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of 
1789,  which  prescribes  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other 
courts. 

The  material  words  of  the  5th  section,  omitting 
other  classes  of  cases,  are,  that  the  circuit  court  of 
this  District  shall  have  cognizance  “of  all  cases  in 
law  and  equity  between  parlies  both  or  either  of  which 
shall  be  resident,  or  shall  be  fbund  within  the  said 
District. 

Those  of  the  11th  section,  omitting  value  and  al- 
ternative cases,  are,  that  the  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States  shall  have  cognizance  “of  all  suits  of 
a civil  nature  at  common  law  or  in  equity,  ivhere  the 
dispute  is  between  a citizen  of  the  state  where  the  suit 
is  brought,  and  a citizen  of  another  state.” 

Except  that  in  the  other  circuit  courts,  it  is  re- 
quisite, that  the  one  party  should  be  a citizen  of  the 
state  where  the  suit  is  brought,  and  the  other  party 
a citizens  of  another  state;  and  that  in  this  District 
it  will  be  sufficient  if  either  of  the  parties  be  resi- 
dent or  be  found  here,  there  would  seem  to  be  no 
substantial  difference  between  the  two  provisions. 
Indeed,  unless  the  phrase  “all  cases  in  law  and  equi- 
ty” used  in  one  case,  means  something  different 
lrom  “all  suits  of  a civil  nature  at  common  law  or  in 
equity,”  used  in  the  other,  it  is  certain,  that  there 
can  be  no  such  difference,  and  consequently  that 
the  power  and  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  court  of 
this  District,  in  regard  to  the  writ  of  mandamus,  so 
far  as  depends  on  the  fifth  section  above  quoted,  are 
precisely  the  same  with  those  of  the  other  circuit 
courts. 

It  may  be  inferred  from  the  opinion  of  the  circuit 
court,  that  the  former  of  these  phrases  was  supposed 
to  mean  something  more  comprehensive  than  the 
other,  and  so  much  more  so  as  to  cover  the  whole 
ground  of  the  constitution,  which  it  was  adjudged, 
in  McIntyre  vs.  Wood,  that  the  other  phrase  did 
not  do.  No  reason  is  very  distinctly  assigned  for 
this  distinction;  but  it  appears  to  rest  on  the  use  of 
the  word  “cases,”  in  that  clause  of  the  constitution 
which  provides  that  the  judicial  power  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  “shall  extend  to  all  cases  in  law  and  equity 
under  the  constitution  and  laws  ol  the  United  States, 
&c.”  But  according  to  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  the  opinions  of  other  exposi- 
tors of  the  constitution,  the  word  “case,”  in  this 
section,  means  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  word 
“suit.”  Mr.  Justice  Story,  in  his  commentaries 
(vol.  iii,  p.  507)  in  answer  to  the  inquiry  what  con- 
stitutes a case  within  the  meaning  of  the  clause,  re- 
marks, that  “a  case,  in  the  sense  of  this  clause, 
arises  when  some  subject,  touching  the  constitution, 
laws  or  treaties  of  the  United  States,  is  submitted  to 
the  courts  by  a party,  who  asserts  his  rights  in  a 
form  prescribed  by  law.  In  other  words,  a case  is 
a suit  in  law  or  equity,  instituted  according  to  the 
regular  course  of  judicial  proceedings;  and  when  it 
involves  any  question  arising  under  the  constitution, 
laws  or  treaties  of  the  United  States,  it  is  within 
the  judicial  power  confided  to  the  union.”  And 
for  this,  he  cites  the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court 
and  other  authorities.  On  the  other  hand,  the  su- 
preme court  held,  in  2 Peters,  464,  that  the  word 
“suit,”  used  in  the  25th  section  of  the  judiciary  act, 
applies  to  any  proceeding  in  a court  of  justice,  by 
which  an  individual  pursues  that  remedy  in  a court 
of  justice  which  the  law  allows  him.  It  seems 
therefore  to  be  settled,  that  the  words  are  substan- 
tially convertible  terms,  the  one  referring  to  the 
subject  matter  of  a judicial  proceeding,  and  the 
other  to  the  proceeding  on  such  subject  matter. 

The  words  of  the  two  acts  being  substantially 
the  same,  can  there  be  any  difference  in  their  legal 
effect?  And  if  the  words  used  in  the  11th  section 
of  the  act  of  1789,  do  not  cover  the  whole  ground  of 
the  constitution,  and  therefore  do  not  authorise  the 
issuing  of  a mandamus  to  an  executive  officer  of 
the  United  States  as  an  original  remedy,  as  has 
been  adjudged  by  the  supreme  court,  how,  without 


overruling  the  decisions  ot  that  court,  can  words  of 
precisely  the  same  import  in  the  5th  section  of  tha 
act  ot  1801,  he  held  to  cover  that  whole  ground,  and 
to  authorise  the  issuing  of  such  a writ? 

It  may  be  admitted,  that  under  the  words  above 
quoted  lrom  the  5th  section,  taken  in  connection 
with  the  Jirst  section  of  the  same  act,  which  de- 
clares that  the  laws  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  as 
they  existed  at  the  date  of  the  act,  shall  continue 
and  be  in  force  in  the  parts  of  the  districts  ceded  by 
those  states  respectively,  the  court  may  lawfully 
issue  writs  of  mandamus,  even  as  original  process, 
in  all  cases,  arising  between  individuals,  both  or 
either  of  whom  are  resident  or  may  be  found  with- 
in the  District,  in  which  by  the  law  of  Virginia,  or 
of  Maryland,  as  the  case  may  be,  such  writs  could 
be  issued.  If  this  be  so,  as  I incline  to  think  it  is, 
U is  because  Oils  remedy  exlscea  as  a part  ot  tne 
adopted  local  law,  which  is  declared  to  remain  in 
force,  and  to  which,  for  the  purpose  of  this  remedy, 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  court  is  attached. — . 
But  it  is  impossible  to  acquire  any  such  jurisdic- 
tion, in  this  way,  over  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  in  their  official  capacities,  because  in  those 
capacities  they  were  never  subject  to  the  laws  of 
Virginia  or  of  Maryland;  nor  did  those  laws  ever 
include,  nor  could  they  confer,  any  jurisdiction 
over  them  by  mandamus,  or  otherwise. 

Officers  of  the  United  States  cannot  sue  in  their 
names  of  office,  except  when  expressly  authorised 
so  to  do  by  act  of  congress;  and  the  like  legis- 
lative provision  is  necessary  to  render  them  liable, 
in  their  official  capacities,  to  the  process  of  the 
courts.  No  such  provision  is  found  in  the  act  con- 
cerning the  District  of  Columbia. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  remark,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  strong  opinion  of  chief  justice  Marshall,  in 
the  case  of  Marbury  vs.  Madison,  in  favor  of  the 
right  of  the  applicant  to  a remedy  by  mandamus  in 
any  court  possessing  jurisdiction,  no  proceeding  in 
the  circuit  court  of  this  District  appears  to  have 
been  instituted,  or  to  have  been  thought  of  by  the 
parties  or  their  counsel,  though  the  court  then  pos. 
sessed  precisely  the  same  power,  in  this  respect, 
which  it  possesses  now,  and  though  all  the  parties 
were  residents  of  the  District.  This  omission,  un- 
der all  the  circumstances,  proves  very  clearly  that 
the  jurisdiction  now  claimed  wa3  not  then  suppos- 
ed to  exist.  Instances  have  no  doubt  frequently 
occurred  since  that  period,  in  which  individuals 
have  deemed  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  action  of 
the  executive  officers,  in  cases  affecting  the  rights 
of  such  individuals;  but  this  appears  to  be  the  first 
application  ever  made  to  the  circuit  court  of  the 
District  for  a remedy  by  mandamus.  After  the 
most  careful  examination  of  the  various  provisions 
of  the  act  of  1801,  “concerning  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia,” I find  nothing  in  those  provisions  to  au- 
thorise the  application  of  such  a remedy. 

3,  In  a subsequent  part  of  the  opinion,  the  claim 
of  jurisdiction  is  defended  on  another  ground. — 
“Our  powers,”  say  the  court,  “are  given  by  the 
third,  and  our  jurisdiction  by  the  fifth  section  of  the 
act  of  the  27th  of  February,  1801;”  and  after  quot- 
ing the  third  section,  (copied  above),  the  opinion 
suggests,  that  the  only  circuit  courts  and  judges  of 
the  circuit  courts  existing  when  the  act  of  the '27th 
of  February,  1801,  was  passed,  were  those  ordain- 
ed and  established  by  the  act  of  congress  of  the 
13th  of  February,  1801;  that  the  tenth  and  eleventh 
sections  of  that  act  were  far  more  comprehensive 
than  the  act  of  1789,  organizing  the  former  circuit 
courts,  and  covered  the  whole  ground  of  the  con- 
stitution; and  that  if  they  had  been  in  full  force 
when  the  case  of  McIntyre  vs.  Wood  arose,  the  de- 
cision in  that  case  would  probably  have  been  differ- 
ent; and  the  proposition  is  advanced,  that  “although 
the  act  of  February  13th,  1801,  was  repealed  by 
the  act  of  1802,  yet  the  repeal  did  not,  in  any  man- 
ner, affect  the  powers  or  jurisdiction  of  this  court, 
given  by  the  act  of  the  27 th  of  February,  1801.” 

From  the  subordinate  place  assigned  to  this  ar- 
gument, it  does  not  seem  to  be  much  relied  on  by 
the  court;  and,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  wholly  untena- 
ble. 

It  is  true  that  the  act  of  the  27th  of  February, 
1801,  was  passed  fourteen  days  after  the  enactment 
of  the  law  changing  the  judiciary  system,  and  es- 
tablishing new  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  it  gave  a more  extensive  jurisdiction  than 
the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  of  1789;  but  it  is 
scarcely  correct  to  speak  of  those  courts  as  in  exist- 
ence on  the  27th  of  February,  1801.  The  law 
.creating  them  was  passed  on  the  13th  of  February, 
and  the  nominations  were  made  and  acted  on  be- 
tween that  day  and  the  third  of  March,  1801;  but  no 
one  of  the  courts  was  organized,  and  probably  no 
one  of  the  judges  actually  in  office  on  the  27th  of 
February.  This,  however,  is  not  very  important, 
because  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  the  27th  of 
February,  1801,  concerning  this  District,  contains 
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no  specific  reference  to  the  act  of  13th  of  February, 
hut  merely  says  “that  the  said  court,  and  the  judges 
thereof,  shall  have  all  the  powers  vested  in  the  circuit 
courts,  and  the  judges  of  the  circuit  courts,  of  the 
United  States.”  The  object  of  this  section  evident- 
ly was  to  define  the  general  powers  of  the  court, 
and  not  to  enter  into  the  details  rendered  necessary 
by  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  District,  which  was 
done  in  the  fifth  section.  Its  general  powers,  and 
the  general  powers  of  its  judges,  were  to  be  the 
same  with  those  of  the  circuit  courts,  and  the  judges 
of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  not  as 
defined  in  any  particular  law,  but  as  they  should, 
from  time  to  time,  be  vested  by  law  in  those  courts 
and  judges.  This,  it  seems  to  me,  is  the  plain 
meaning  of  the  clause.  Consequently,  although  so 
long  as  the  act  ol  1301  remained  in  force,  its  pro- 
visions formed  the  measure  of  the  general  powers 
of  the  circuit  cum  l of  this  District;  ye  t when  it  was 
repealed,  and  the  old  provisions  of  the  act  of  1780 
substituted  in  its  place,  those  substituted  provisions 
became  thenceforward  the  measure  of  its  general 
powers.  This  is  the  general  rule  of  interpretation 
in  such  cases,  because  it  is  not  to  be  presumed, 
unless  the  contrary  be  expressly  declared,  that  the 
repealed  law  shall  remain  in  force,  in  respect  to 
any  one  of  several  cases  standing  on  the  same 
ground,  and  thus  produce  an  unnecessary  and  ano- 
malous distinction.  This  rule  is  especially  appli- 
cable to  the  present  case.  The  act  of  the  8th  of 
March,  1S02,  repeals  the  acts  of  the  13th  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  the  3d  of  March,  ISO],  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  July  then  next,  and  contains  no 
exception  whatever  of  the  court  established  in  this 
District.  The  3d  section  expressly  declares  “that 
all  the  acts,  and  parts  of  acts,  which  wTere  in  force 
before  the  passage  of  the  aforesaid  two  acts,  and 
which,  by  the  same,  were  either  amended,  explain- 
ed, altered  or  repealed,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are, 
after  the  said  first  day  of  July  next,  revived,  and 
in  as  full  and  complete  force  and  operation,  as  if  the 
said  two  acts  had  never  been  made.”  Under  these 
circumstances,  it  seems  to  me  impossible  to  derive 
any  power  from  the  act  of  the  13th  February,  1801; 
and  I shall  therefore  omit  any  reference  to  the  par- 
ticular provisions  of  that  law. 

4.  I do  this,  the  rather,  because,  in  my  judg- 
ment, neither  the  provisions  of  that  law,  supposing 
them  to  be  in  force,  nor  those  of  any  other  law  that 
has  been,  or  can  be  passed,  under  our  present  con- 
stitution, howeverbroad  they  maybe  in  their  terms, 
can  confer  on  any  court  of  the  United  States,  the 
power  to  supervise  aud  control  the  action  of  an 
executive  officer  of  the  United  States  in  any  of- 
ficial matter,  properly  appropriating  to  the  exe- 
cutive department  in  which  he  is  employed. 

In  my  former  communication,  I did  not  deem  it 
needful  to  enter  into  an  exposition  of  this  part  of 
the  case.  The  two  decisions  of  the  supreme  court 
to  which  I referred,  seemed  sufficient  for  my  pur- 
pose, and  for  obvious  reasons  connected  with  the 
history  of  the  case  of  Marbury  vs.  Madison,  I pur- 
posely refrained  from  any  allusion  to  that  case.  The 
claim  of  jurisdiction  now  made  by  the  circuit  court, 
and  the  course  of  reasoning  by  which  it  is  support- 
ed, involving  as  they  do  an  assertion  of  power  to 
direct  not  only  the  postmaster  general,  but  every 
other  executive  officer  residing  within  the  District, 
in  the  performance  of  his  official  duties  rvhen  they 
are  supposed  to  affect  the  legal  rights  of  an  in- 
dividual, compel  me  to  explain  the  constitutional 
grounds  on  which  this  part  of  my  opinion  is  found- 
ed. 

The  proceedings  of  the  convention  which  framed 
the  constitution,  abundantly  prove  the  earnest  de- 
sire of  its  authors  to  separate  the  three  great  de- 
partments, the  legislative,  executive  and  judicial 
from  each  other,  and  to  render  each  independent  of 
the  other  two.  This  general  object  was  accom- 
plished, with  a few  specified  exceptions,  by  the  ac- 
tual provisions  of  the  constitution.  It  declares  that 
“the  e.vecutivejwwer  shall  be  vested  in  a president  of 
the  United  States.”  In  accordance  with  this  funda- 
mental arrangement,  it  subsequently  provides  that 
the  president  “shall  take  care  that  the  lawsb e faith- 
fully executed.”  As  a means  to  the  performance 
of  this  duty,  it  gives  to  the  president  the  exclusive 
power  of  appointing,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate,  the  principal  officers  in  the 
executive  departments;  it  authorises  him  to  require 
from  them  their  opinions  in  writing,  “upon  any 
subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  of- 
fices;” it  secures  the  appointment  of  inferior  execu- 
tive officers  to  the  president  alone,  or  to  the  heads 
of  departments,  as  congress  shall  by  law  direct; 
and  according  to  a construction  coeval  with  the 
existence  of  the  government,  and  settled  on  the 
fullest  deliberation,  it  also  secures  to  the  president 
the  power  of  removing  at  pleasure,  either  by  his 
own  act  or  through  the  agency  of  the  heads  of  the 
departments,  every  officer  employed  therein. 


The  obvious  designs  of  ail  these  provisions  was 
to  make  the  president  responsible  for  the  faithful 
execution  of  the  laws,  and  for  the  official  acts  of 
all  the  officers  of  the  executive  department.  Not 
that  he  should  be  liable  to  impeachment,  or  other 
criminal  procedure,  or  to  a civil  action,  for  every 
illegal  act  or  culpable  omission  of  each  one  of  those 
officers.  Their  great  number,  the  distance  of  many 
of  them  from  the  seat  of  government,  and  the  multi- 
farious character  of  their  duties,  render  it  impossi- 
ble for  any  one  man  to  give  such  attention  to  their 
conduct  as  to  become  responsible  for  them  in  that 
sense;  and  the  law,  whether  prescribed  by  a con- 
stitution or  otherwise,  never  requires  impossibili- 
ties. Nor  that  the  inferior  officer  should  be  exempt 
from  personal  responsibility  by  impeachment,  in- 
dictment or  civil  action,  for  any  culpable  act  or 
omission  of  duty,  even  though  he  may  be  able  to 
plead  in  ms  excuse  tne  express  direction  or  tne 
president.  But  it  is  possible  for  the  president, 
through  the  heads  of  the  executive  departments, 
to  give  more  or  less  attention  to  the  proceedings  of 
each  department,  and  to  take  care  that  the  laws 
concerning  it  be  faithfully  executed;  and  it  is  agreea- 
ble to  reason  and  to  the  rules  of  law,  that  where 
two  persons  unite  in  the  performance  of  an  illegal 
act,  or  in  a culpable  omission  of  dutj-,  each  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent,  and  according  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  should  be  personally  respon- 
sible, although  one  of  them  may  have  an  official 
superiority  to  the  other.  This  species  of  responsi- 
bility it  was  the  design  of  the  constitution  to  fasten 
upon  the  president;  and  hence  it  vests  in  him,  and 
in  him  alone,  with  a few  specified  exceptions,  the 
whole  executive  power  of  the  government.  It  is 
true  that,  within  a few  years,  the  doctrine  has  been 
advanced,  that  when  the  constitution  says  '“the 
executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a president  of  the 
United  States,”  it  merely  intends  to  give  a name 
to  the  department,  and  not  to  grant  any  executive 
power;  and  that,  on  this  ground,  efforts  have  been 
made  to  prove  that  the  president  alone  does  not 
possess  the  power  of  removal;  but  it  is  also  true, 
that  this  doctrine  is  directly  opposed  to  the  natural 
import  of  the  language  used;  to  the  principles  on 
which  the  power  of  removal  was  established  by  the 
first  congress;  to  the  expositions  then  and  since 
given  by  the  ablest  expounders  of  the  constitution; 
and  to  the  actual  course  of  the  government,  acquies- 
ed  in  by  all  its  branches,  during  the  whole  period  of 
its  existence. 

The  system  thus  ordained  by  the  constitution, 
whatever  diversity  of  opinion  may  have  existed,  or 
may  yet  exist,  as  to  its  expediency,  cannot  be  vari- 
ed or  interfered  with  by  the  legislature  or  the  judi- 
ciary. It  belongs  to  the  legislature  to  create  the 
executive  departments,  to  define  their  powers  and 
duties,  to  provide  the  requisite  officers,  to  prescribe 
their  various  functions,  and  to  make  all  other  legal 
provisions  which  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to 
regulate  the  action  of  those  departments.  But  when 
a law'  is  once  passed  for  the  government  of  the  ex- 
ecutive officer,  all  that  appertains  to  its  execution 
falls  under  the  care  of  the  president.  It  is  his  pro- 
vince to  instruct  and  command  the  officer;  to  re- 
move him  if  he  acts  unfaithfully;  and  to  appoint  one 
in  his  place  who  will  fulfil  his  duty  agreeably  to 
law.  No  other  department  of  the  government  can 
exercise  this  power  of  removal;  the  legislature  can- 
not do  it  themselves;  nor  can  they  devolve  it  on  the 
judiciary;  nor  can  those  two  departments  combined 
take  it  from  the  president. 

It  results  from  the  foregoing  principles,  that  the 
writ  of  mandamus  cannot  be  issued  by  any  court  of 
the  United  States  to  any  officer,  whether  principal 
or  inferior,  of  an  executive  department,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  commanding  the  execution  of  any  law'  con- 
cerning the  appropriate  executive  duties  of  such 
officer.  This  conclusion  will  be  strengthened  by  a 
little  attention  to  the  history  and  nature  of  the  writ. 
From  an  early  period,  it  has  been  used  by  the  Eng- 
lish court  of  king’s  bench,  as  a means  of  enforcing 
its  general  supervisory  jurisdiction  over  courts,  ma- 
gistrates and  ministerial  officers  inferior  to  that  tri- 
bunal. By  the  statute  of  9 Ann,  c.  20,  and  11 
George  I,  c.  4,  it  was  so  extended  as  to  afford  a re- 
medy for  persons  entitled  to  offices,  or  places  in 
corporations,  and  to  compel  elections  and  correct 
abuses  therein,  of  corporate  officers;  but  we  find  no 
instance  of  its  being  directed  to  any  officer  of  the 
executive  departments.  In  England,  it  issues  from 
the  king’s  bench  alone,  because  in  that  court  the 
king  originally  sat  in  person,  and  by  fiction  of  law 
is  yet  supposed  to  do  so;  and  because  the  authority 
to  control  the  inferior  jurisdictions  is  one  of  his  re- 
gal prerogatives.  It  is,  therefore,  denominated  by 
Blackstone  and  other  writers  “a  high  prerogative 
writ;”  and  if  the  judge  or  officer  to  whom  it  shall 
be  directed  in  its  peremptory  form,  fails  to  obey  it, 
he  is  punishable  for  his  contempt  by  attachment. — 
During  the  colonial  government,  this  branch  of  the 


king’s  prerogative  extended  to  the  colonies,  and 
was  executed  through  those  colonial  courts  which 
were  invested  with  a jurisdiction  analogous  to  that 
of  the  king’s  bench,  and  from  them  the  jurisdiction 
has  been  derived  to  the  state  courts  w hich  succeed- 
ed them. 

Under  the  14th  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of 
1789,  the  supreme  court,  in  aid  of  its  appellate 
jurisdiction,  may  issue  this  writ  in  all  cases  where 
any  act  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  that  jurisdiction 
3hall  be  omitted  to  he  performed  by  an  inferior  tri- 
bunal or  officer;  and  the  circuit  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  may  also  issue  in  like  cases.  In  these 
instances,  the  original  design  of  the  writ  is  plainly 
kept  up;  the  tribunals  or  officers  to  which  it  is  is- 
sued are  subordinate  to  the  appellate  court,  which, 
in  these  respects,  exercises  over  them  a supervisory 
jurisdiction. 

J.  Me  Tltj  men,  riCCt"5ij<Aiily  implinc  n onpovvicory 
power  in  the  court  winch  issues  it,  over  the  tribu- 
nal or  officer  to  which  it  is  directed.  In  the  cases 
mentioned  such  a power  exists;  but  under  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  it  has  not  been  given 
to,  and  cannot  exist  in,  any  of  our  courts  over  the 
executive  departments. 

The  existence  of  such  a power  in  the  judiciary  is 
repugnant  to  the  whole  theory  of  the  constitution: 
its  effectual  exertion,  if  it  were  practicable,  would 
defeat  the  president’s  power  of  removal,  would  take 
away  his  responsibility  for  the  faithful  execution  of 
the  laws — and  would  transfer  to  the  judiciary,  in 
the  particular  case,  the  whole  executive  power; 
for  it  is  palpable,  that  if  (he  president,  under  the 
belief  that  the  faithful  execution  of  the  law  will  be 
best  secured  by  not  doing  a particular  thing  which 
is  demanded  by  a third  party,  so  directs  the  execu- 
tive officer  and  the  court,  on  the  application  of  such 
party,  issues  a mandamus  commanding  it  to  be  done, 
and  the  writ  is  obeyed,  it  is  the  court,  and  not  the 
president,  that  exercises  the  executive  power;  ami 
the  distribution  of  powers,  so  carefully  fixed  by  the 
constitution,  is  unsettled  and  overturned.  But  its 
effectual  exertion  is  not  practicable;  because  the- 
president’s  power  of  removal  cannot  be  restrained, 
and  by  ils  exercise  he  can  readily  defeat  any  com- 
mand which  the  judicial y may  address  to  the  ex- 
ecutive officer.  To  illustrate  this,  let  us  suppose 
that  the  circuit  court  of  this  district  issue  a pe- 
remptory mandamus  to  the  head  of  any  one  of  the 
departments,  commanding  him  to  execute  any  par- 
ticular law  concerning  his  official  duties,  in  a given 
way;  and  that  the  officer  refuses  obedience,  and  is 
attached  and  committed  for  the  contempt.  This 
is  the  end  of  the  judicial  power  in  a case  of  manda- 
mus; but  suppose  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  the 
president  interferes  by  removing  the  officer,  and  ap- 
pointing a successor;  what  then  becomes  of  the  ju- 
dicial remedy?  The  act- can  only  be  performed  by 
a person  holding  the  office;  the  individual  in  the 
custody  of  the  court  no  longer  holds  that  office;  it 
has  been  legally  taken  from  him;  and  if  he  were  ever 
so  willing  to  perform  the  act,  he  has  no  longer  the 
ability  to  do  so.  The  proceeding  must  then  be 
abandoned,  orjcommenced  de  novo  against  the  new 
officer,  to  be  frustrated,  if  the  president  thinks  pro- 
per, at  the  same  stage  as  often  as  the  court  shall 
reach  it.  If  it  he  said  that  this  is  supposing  an  ex- 
treme case,  and  that  the  president,  from  respect  to 
the  judiciary,  would  probably  sutler  the  officer  to 
obey  the  mandamus,  rather  than  so  exercise  the 
constitutional  power  of  removal;  the  answer  is,  that 
the  very  existence  of  such  a power,  whether  it  be 
used  or  not,  is  fatal  to  the  claim  of  jurisdiction; 
and  that  cases  may  easily  be  supposed,  in  which 
the  president,  with  the  strongest  desire  to  avoid  a 
conflict  with  the  judiciary,  may  yet  have  no  alter- 
native but  to  use  it. 

In  cases  which  properly  refer  themselves  to  the 
judiciary,  it  is  rarely  or  never  possible  to  defeat,  in 
this  way,  the  ultimate  execution  of  the  judgment  of 
the  court.  And  the  fact,  that  without  the  consent 
of  the  executive  department,  a peremptory  manda- 
mus to  an  executive  officer,  must  for  ever  remain  in- 
operative, exhibits,  in  the  clearest  light,  the  incapa- 
city of  any  court  to  issue  such  a writ. 

I am  aware  that  those  parts  of  the  opinion  of 
chief  justice  Marshall,  in  the  case  of  Marbupy  vs. 
Madison,  which  are  quoted  at  length  in  the  opinion 
of  judge  Cranch,  may  seem  to  be  repugnant  to  the 
conclusion  at  which  I have  arrived. 

In  that  case,  (1  Cranch,  137),  applications  w'ere 
made  in  December,  1801,  by  Messrs.  Marbury  and 
three  other  persons,  to  the  supreme  court  of  the. 
United  States,  for  a rule  to  Mr.  Madison,  the  Se- 
cretary of  state  of  the  United  States,  to  show  cause 
why  a.  mandamus  should  not  issue  commanding  him 
to  cause  to  be  delivered  to  them,  respectively,  their 
several  commissions  as  justices  of  the  peace  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  The  application  was  found- 
ed on  the  following  facts:  Mr.  Adams,  w'hilst  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  on  the  2d  of  March, 


NILES'  WEEKLY  REGISTER— JULY  1,  1837— THE  MANDAMUS  CASE. 


281 


1801,  ha  l nominated  the  applicants  to  the  senate 
for  the  offices  of  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  Dis- 
trictof  Columbia;  their  nominations  were  confirmed 
Ihe  next  day.  and  commissions  were  made  out, 
signed  bv  president  Adams,  sealed  and  left  in  the 
department  of  state;  Mr.  Jefferson  came  into  of- 
fice as  president  the  next  day  and  forbade  their  de- 
livery, and  they  were  accordingly  withheld  by  Mr. 
JM  vdison.  On  the  return  of  the  rule  to  show  cause, 
the  counsel  for  the  relators  was  heard  ex  parte, 
Mr.  Madison  not  appearing.  The  case  was  dis- 
posed of  and  the  application  denied,  on  the  ground 
that  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  had  no 
authority  to  issue  a writ  of  mandamus,  except  in 
th  ; ex  weise  of  its  appellate  jurisdiction;  and  that  so 
much  of  the  13th  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of 
173d,  as  purported  to  empower  that  court  to  issue 
writs  of  mandamus  “to  persons  holding  o/fice  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States”  in  original  cases, 
was  unconstitutional  and  void. 

■rncurUor  oi  aio/MKjsdon  adopted  by  the.  chi^f  jus- 
tice, was  as  follows; 

“1.  Has  the  applicant  a right  to  the  commission 
he  demands? 

“2.  If  he  has  a right,  and  that  right  has  been 
violated,  do  the  laws  of  his  country  afford  him  a 
remedy? 

“3.  [f  they  do  afford  him  a remedy,  is  it  a man - 
damns  issuing  fro  m this  court?” 

These  questions  opened  all  the  points  in  the  case, 
and  they  are  accordingly  considered  at  large;  but  it 
is  obvious,  that  only  the  remarks  under  the  third 
head  were  necessary  to  the  decision  of  the  cause; 
and  that  the  elaborate  reasoning  under  the  first  and 
second  heads,  including  all  the  passages  quoted  in 
the  opinion  referred  to  me,  was  wholly  extra-judi- 
cial. Every  topic  embraced  under  these  heads,  is 
therefore  open  to  discussion,  not  only  in  the  su- 
preme court,  hut  in  the  inferior  courts.  The  fact 
that  the  case  was  argued  only  on  one  side,  must  also 
be  allowed  to  diminish,  still  more,  the  weight  of 
these  parts  of  the  opinion;  and  then  also  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind,  that  general  expressions  are  always 
to  be  taken  in  connection  with  the  particular  case  in 
which  those  expressions  are  used. 

Chief  justice  Marshall  himself  has  claimed 
the  benefit  of  this  latter  rule,  in  reference  even  to 
that  part  of  the  opinion  in  Marbnry  vs.  Madison, 
which  explained,  under  the  third  head,  the  very 
ground  on  which  the  cause  was  decided. 

In  the  case  of  Cohens  vs.  the  state  of  Virginia, 
(6  Wheaton,  2G4),  the  counsel  for  tho  defendant  in 
error  quoted  and  relied  on  some  dicta  of  the  court, 
in  the  case  of  Marbnry  vs.  Madison.  In  reply  to 
the  argument  founded  thereon,  the  chief  justice 
observes: 

“It  is  a maxim  not  to  be  disregarded,  that  gene- 
ral expressions,  in  every  opinion,  are  to  be  taken  in 
connection  with  the  case  in  which  those-  expressions 
are  used.  If  they  go  beyond  the  case,  they  may  be 
respected,  but  ought  not  to  control  the  judgment  in  a 
subsequent  suit  when  the  very  point  is  presented  for 
decision.  The  reason  of  this  maxim  is  obvious. 
The  question  actually  before  the  court  is  investigat- 
ed with  care,  and  considered  in  its  full  extent. 
Other  principles  which  may  serve  to  illustrate  it, 
are  considered  in  their  relation  to  the  case  decided, 
but  their  possible  bearing  on  all  other  cases  is  sel- 
dom completely  investigated. 

“In  the  case  of  Marbury  vs.  Madison,  the  single 
question  before  the  court,  so  far  as  that  case  can  be 
applied  to  this,  was  whether  ihe  legislature  could 
give  this  court  original  jurisdiction  in  a case  in  vihich 
the  constitution  hud  clearly  not  given  it,  and  in  which 
no  doubt  respecting  the  construction  of  the  article 
could  possibly  be  raised.  The  court  decided,  and 
we  think  very  properly,  that,  the  legislature  could 
not  give  original  jurisdiction  in  such  a case.  But, 
in  the  reasoning  of  the  court  in  support  of  this  de- 
cision, some  expressions  are  used  which  go  far  be- 
yond it.” 

He  then  explains  the  particular  occasion  of  the 
dicta  relied  on,  and  the  cases  to  which  they  were 
intended  to  apply,  and  proceeds  as  follows: 

“Having  such  cases  only  in  its  view,  the  court 
lays  down  a principle  which  is  generally  correct,  in 
terms  much  broader  than  the  decision,  and  not  only 
much  broader  than  Vie  reasoning  with  which  that  de- 
cision is  supported,  but  in  some  instances  contradic- 
tory to  Us  principle.” 

He  then  states  the  construction  given  to  the  pas- 
sages quoted,  and  the  argument  founded  on  it,  and 
observes: 

“To  this  construction  the  court  cannot  give  as- 
sent. The  general  expressions  in  the  case  of  Mar- 
bu'u/  vs.  Madison  must  be  understood  with  the  limi- 
tations which  are  given  to  them  in  this  opinion;  limi- 
tations which  in  no  degree  alfect  the  decision  in 
that  ca3e,  or  the  tenor  of  its  reasoning.” 

If  the  general  expressions  contained  in  the  es- 
sential parts  of  the  opinion,  require  to  be  thus  li- 


mited, the  like  caution  must  be  still  more  necessa- 
ry, in  considering  the  other  parts.  On  perusing 
them  with  care,  it  will  be  found  that  before  enter- 
ing on  the  discussion  of  the  remedy  by  mandamus, 
the  chief  justice  had  decided  that  the  appointments 
in  question  became  complete  by  the  signing  and 
sealing  ol  the  commission;  that  the  applicant  had 
therefore  a vested  legal  right  to  the  office,  and  to 
the  commission  as  the  evidence  of  it,  of  which  the 
executive  could  not  deprive  him;  that  the  secretary 
of  state  had  received  the  commission  from  the  pre- 
sident for  the  use  of  the  applicant;  and  that  he  had 
no  more  right  to  withhold  it  than  any  other  person. 

His  reasoning  in  support  of  the  remedy  by  man- 
damus depends  entirely  on  the  conclusion  previous- 
ly expressed,  that  the  appointment  was  complete, 
and  the  official  power  and  agency  of  the  president 
and  secretary  of  state  in  therinatter  at  an  end;  and 
it  was  precisely  on  this  point  that  president  Jef- 
ferson dissented,  in  such -strong  terms,  from  the 
opinion  of  the  chief  justice.  Speaking  of  this 
case,  in  a letter  to  judge  Johnson,  (JefFerson’s  cor- 
respondence, vol.  4.  p.  372),  he  says: 

“The  commissions  were  signed  and  sealed  by 
him  (Mr.  Adams  ) but  not  delivered.  I found  them 
on  the  table  of  the  department  of  state,  on  my  en- 
trance into  office,  and  I forbade  their  delivery. — 
Marbury,  named  in  one  of  them,  applied  to  the  su- 
preme court  lor  a mandamus  to  the  secretary  of 
state,  (Mr.  Madison)  to  deliver  the  commission 
intended  for  him.  The  court  determined  at  once, 
that,  being  an  original  process,  they  had  no  cogni- 
zance of  it,  and  there  the  question  before  them  was 
ended.  But  the  chief  justice  went  on  to  lay  down 
what  the  law  would  be  had  they  jurisdiction  of  the 
case,  to  wit:  that  they  should  command  the  delive- 
ry. The  object  was  clearly  to  instruct  any  other 
court  having  the  jurisdiction  what  they  should  do 
if  Marbury  should  apply  to  them.  Besides  the 
impropriety  of  this  gratuitous  interference,  could 
any  thing  exceed  the  perversion  of  law?  For  if 
there  is  any  principle  of  law  never  yet  contradict- 
ed, it  is  that  delivery  is  one  of  the  essentials  to  the 
validity  of  a deed.  Although  signed  and  sealed, 
yet  as  long  as  it  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  party 
himself,  it  is  in  fieri  only;  it  is  not  a deed,  and  can 
be  made  so  only  by  its  delivery.  In  the  hands  of  a 
third  person,  it  may  be  made  an  escrow.  But 
whatever  is  i:i  the  executive  offices  is  certainly 
deemed  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  president,  and  in 
this  case,  was  actually  in  my  hands,  because,  when 
I countermanded  them,  there  was  as  yet  no  secreta- 
ry of state.” 

The  tone  and  language  of  this  passage  may  he 
regretted;  but  it  shows  very  plainly,  when  taken  in 
connection  with  the  opinion,  the  real  point  on 
which  the  controversy  turned. 

In  this  view  of  the  case,  it  is  manifest  that  the 
question  now  presented,  to  wit:  whether  a manda- 
mus can  be  issued  to  the  head  of  an  executive  de- 
partment, commanding  him  to  perform  an  executive 
act  which  has  not  yet  been  commenced?  did  not  arise. 
The  difference  between  this  question  and  the  ques- 
tion whether  congress  can  authorise  the  judiciary 
to  issue  a mandamus  to  an  executive  officer,  to 
compel  the  delivery  of  a paper  in  his  possession, 
containing  the  evidence  of  a past  executive  act  al- 
ready fully  performed,  is  too  obvious  to  need  re- 
mark. 

The  limitations  to  which  the  obiter  arguments  in 
the  case  of  Marbury  vs.  Madison  are  thus  necessa- 
rily subject,  rescue  the  present  case  from  their  in- 
fluence, and  supersede  the  necessity  of  a particular 
examination  of  any  part  of  them. 

There  are,  however,  one  or  two  remarks  on  the 
argument  of  chief  justice  Marshall,  which,  as 
they  may  tend  to  elucidate  the  subject,  and  to  pre- 
vent misapprehension,  ought  not  to  be  omitted. — 
He  labors  to  prove  that  where  a vested  legal  right 
has  been  violated  by  a public  officer,  or  where  a 
specific  duty,  on  the  performance  of  which  indivi- 
dual rights  depend,  is  assigned  by  law  to  an  officer, 
and  be  refuses  to  perform  it,  the  individual  who 
considers  himself  aggrieved  has  a right  to  resort  to 
the  laws  of  his  country  for  a remedy,  and  that  the 
conduct  of  the  officer  is  liable  to  be  judicially  ex- 
amined. This,  if  ever  doubtful,  is  now  too  well 
settled  to  be  disputed.  Actions  of  trespass,  and 
other  actions  for  damages,  against  collectors  of  the 
customs,  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  other 
public  functionaries,  for  official  acts  or  omissions 
injurious  to  the  vested  rights  of  individuals,  are  of 
frequent  occurrence;  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted 
that  through  such  actions,  any  officer  of  the  go- 
vernment, the  president  included,  may  be  held  re- 
sponsible in  damages  for  the  violation  of  any  vest- 
ed legal  right.  But  these  actions  are  against  the 
officer  in  his  individual  character,  and  do  not  imply 
any  power  in  the  judicial  tribunals  in  which  they 
may  be  prosecuted,  to  supervise  and  control  in  ad- 
vance the  official  action  of  the  officer.  Such  a power, 


however,  is  implied  in  the  jurisdiction  by  manda- 
mus; and  its  compatibility  with  the  constitution, 
when  issued  to  an  executive  officer,  for  the  purpose 
of  compelling  him  to  perform  a specific  executive 
duty,  is  a point  not  discussed,  nor  even  touched,  in 
the  opinion;  probably  because  it  was  supposed  that 
if  the  appointment  were  regarded  as  complete,  the 
point  could  not  arise. 

Ttiis  subject  was  much  considered  in  the  year 
1808,  by  one  of  my  predecessors  in  office.  In  that 
year,  an  application  was  made  by  Messrs.  Gilchrist 
and  others,  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  South  Carolina,  for  a rule  on  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  Charleston,  to  show  cause 
why  a mandamus  should  not  issue  to  him,  com- 
manding him  to  grant  clearances  for  certain  ships, 
detained  by  the  collector,  under  instructions  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  given  under  the  em- 
bargo acts.  The  collector  appeared;  showed  cause 
by  producing  the  secretary’s  instructions,  and  sub- 
mitted, without  argument,  to  the  decision  of  the 
court.  The  judges  being  of  opinion  that  the  in- 
structions were  illegal,  ordered  a mandamus  to  be 
issued,  commanding  the  collector  to  grant  clear- 
ances as  applied  for.  President  Jf.fferson,  on 
hearing  of  these  proceedings,  referred  the  subject 
to  the  attorney  general,  Mr.  Rodney,  who  express- 
ed a decided  opinion  against  the  power  of  the  court 
to  issue  the  writ.  After  stating  several  reasons, 
growing  out  of  the  limited  jurisdiction  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  peculiar  provisions  of 
the  law  under  which  the  instructions  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  had  been  isstied,  he  concludes 
as  follows: 

“It  might  perhaps  with  propriety  be  added,  that 
there  does  not  appear  in  the  constitution  ol'  the 
United  Stales  any  thing  which  favors  an  indefinite 
extension  of  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  over  the  mi- 
nisterial officers  within  the  executive  department. 
On  the  contrary,  the  careful  discrimination  which 
is  marked  between  the  several  departments,  should 
dictate  great  circumspection  to  each,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  powers  having  any  relation  to  the  other. 

“The  courts  are  indubitably  the  source  of  legal 
redress  for  wrongs  committed  by  ministerial  of- 
ficers, none  of  whom  are  above  the  law.  The  re- 
dress is  to  be  administered  by  due  and  legal  process 
in  the  ordinary  way.  For  there  appears  to  be  a 
material  and  obvious  distinction  between  a course 
of  proceeding  which  redresses  a wrong  committed 
by  an  executive  officer,  and  an  interposition  by  a 
mandatory  writ,  taking  the  executive  authority  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  president,  and  prescribing  the 
course  which  he  and  the  agents  of  any  department 
must  pursue.  Iu  one  case,  the  executive  is  left 
free  to  act  in  his  proper  sphere,  but  it  is  held  to 
strict  responsibility;  in  the  other,  all  responsibility 
is  taken  away,  and  he  acts  agreeably  to  judicial 
mandate.  Writs  of  this  kind,  if  made  applicable  to 
officers  indiscriminately,  and  acts  purely  ministeri- 
al and  executive  in  their  nature,  would  necessarily 
have  the  effect  of  transferring  the  powers  vested  in 
one  department  to  another  department.  If,  in  a 
case  like  the  present,  where  the  law  vests  a duty 
and  a discretion  in  an  executive  officer,  a court  can- 
not only  administer  redress  against  the  misuse  of 
the  authority,  but  previously  direct  the  use  to  be 
made  of  it,  it  would  seem  that  under  the  name  of  a 
judicial  power,  an  executive  function  is  necessarily 
assumed,  and  that  part  of  the  constitution  perhaps 
defeated,  which  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  president 
to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 
I do  not  see  any  clear  limitation  to  this  doctrine, 
which  would  prevent  the  courts  from  compelling 
by  mandamus  all  the  executive  officers,  all  subordi- 
nate to  the  president,  at  least,  whether  charged 
with  legal  duties  in  the  treasury  or  other  depart- 
ment, to  execute  the  same,  according  to  the  opi- 
nion of  the  judiciary,  and  contrary  to  that  of  the 
executive.  And  it  is  evident,  that  the  confusion 
arising  will  be  greatly  increased  by  the  exercise  of 
such  a power,  by  a number  of  separate  courts  of  le- 
gal jurisdiction,  whose  proceedings  would  have 
complete  and  final  effect,  without  an  opportunity  of 
control  by  the  supreme  court.  So  many  branches  of 
the  judiciary,  acting  within  their  respective  districts, 
their  courses  might  be  different;  and  different  rules 
of  action  might  be  prescribed  for  the  citizens  of  dif- 
ferent states,  instead  of  that  unity  of  administration 
which  the  constitution  meant  to  secure,  by  placing 
the  executive  power  for  them  all  in  the  same  head. 

“What  too  becomes  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
executive  to  the  court  of  impeachment  and  of  the 
nation?  Is  he  to  remain  responsible  for  acts  done 
by  command  of  another  department?  or  is  the  na- 
tion to  lose  the  security  of  that  responsility  altoge- 
ther? From  these  and  other  considerations  were  this 
branch  of  the  subject  to  be  pursued,  it  might  be  in- 
ferred, that  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  by 
the  distribution  of  the  powers  of  our  government  to 
different  departments,  ascribing  the  executive  du- 


282 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTEK— JULY  1,  1837— THE  MANDAMUS  CASE. 


ties  to  one  and  the  judiciary  to  another,  controls 
any  principles  ol'tlie  English  law,  which  would  au- 
thorise either  to  enter  into  the  department  of  the 
other,  to  annul  the  powers  of  that  other,  and  to  as- 
sume the  direction  of  it3  operations  to  itself.” 

This  opinion  may  be  found  at  length  in  Hall’s 
American  Law  Journal,  (vol.  i,  p.  433),  and  at  page 
440  of  the  same  volume  wi  1 1 be  found  a reply  from 
judge  Johnson,  who  presided  in  the  circuit  court 
when  the  mandamus  was  issued.  This  paper  em- 
braces a full  review  of  most  of  the  objections  of  the 
attorney  general,  but  it  by  no  means  answers  the 
argument  just  quoted.  The  submission  of  the  col- 
lector and  the  district  attorney  is  relied  on,  as  at 
least  excusing  the  act  of  the  court;  and  in  the  case 
of  McIntyre  vs.  Wood,  (7  Crunch  504),  it  is  ex- 
pressly admitted  by  judge  Johnson  himself  that 
the  court  had  no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter,  except 
that  derived  from  the  consent  of  the  public  officers. 
This  is  his  language:  “A  case  occured  some  years 
since  in  the  circuit  court  of  South  Carolina,  the 
notoriety  of  wffiich  may  apologize  for  making  an 
observation  upon  it  here.  It  was  a mandamus  to  a 
collector  to  grant  a clearance,  and  unquestionably 
could  not  have  been  issued  but  upon  a supposition 
inconsistent  with  the  decision  in  this  case.  But 
that  mandamus  was  issued  upon  the  voluntary  sub- 
mission of  the  collector  and  the  district  attorney, 
and  in  order  to  extricate  themselves  from  an  em- 
barrassment resulting  from  conflicting  duties.  Vo- 
lenti non  fit  injuria. 

As  the  Charleston  case  is  the  only  one,  prior  to 
the  present,  in  which  a writ  of  mandamus  has  ever 
been  actually  issued  by  any  of  the  courts  of  the  U. 
States  to  an  executive  officer,  its  history  and  result 
are  interesting;  and  I am  happy  to  find  in  them  so 
decisive  a corroboration  of  my  own  opinions. 

5.  But  the  ground  is  taken,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
circuit  court,  that  the  relation  of  the  postmaster 
general  to  the  president  is  very  different  from  that 
of  the  other  heads  of  departments. 

“They,  (say  the  court),  in  the  very  terms  by 
which  their  offices  were  created,  and  their  duties 
defined,  are  to  perform  such  duties  and  execute 
such  orders  as  they  shall  be  required  to  perform 
and  execute  by  the  president  of  the  United  States. 
The  postmaster  general,  however,  clearly  bears  no 
such  relation  to  the  president.  We  cannot  find  a 
word  in  the  law  under  which  he  was  appointed,  or 
in  the  various  laws  respecting  the  post  office  estab- 
lishment, or  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  intimates  any  connection  between  him  and 
the  president,  or  any  authority  in  the  president  to 
prescribe  his  duties,  or  to  control  him  in  the  exer- 
cise of  his  official  functions. 

“It  is  true  that  he  is  appointed,  and  therefore 
may  be  removed,  by  the  president.  But  the  presi- 
dent, if  he  has  the  power  to  control  him,  can  only 
do  it  through  his  fear  of  removal.  If  he  should  so 
control  him,  no  act  done  by  him  under  that  control 
could  be  thereby  justified.  The  postmaster  gene- 
ral, in  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  ap- 
pears to  be  legally  as  independent  of  the  president 
as  the  president  is  of  him.” 

It  was  with  great  surprise  that  I perused  this 
part  of  the  opinion.  The  constitution  assumes  that 
certain  executive  departments  will  be  created,  but 
does  not  attempt  to  enumerate  them;  nor  was  any 
enumeration  necessary,  because  the  very  nature  of 
the  functions  assigned  to  any  particular  department, 
would  readily  determine  its  true  character.  The 
whole  business  of  the  post  office  department,  and 
all  the  official  duties  of  the  postmaster  general  as 
its  head,  are  exclusively  executive;  and  if  the  views 
of  the  constitution  above  taken  be  correct,  then, 
whatever  may  be  the  language  of  the  acts  of  con- 
gress respecting  the  department,  there  exists  a most 
intimate  connection  between  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral and  the  president;  and  the  latter  has  the  same 
control  over  the  exercise  of  his  official  functions, 
when  not  prescribed  by  law,  and  is  subject  to  the 
same  obligation  of  taking  care  that  all  his  duties 
are  faithfully  ’performed,  which  exist  in  respect  to 
the  other  heads  of  departments. 

The  passage  above  quoted  is  not  less  repugnant 
to  the  practical  eourse  of  the  government. 

One  of  the  first  official  acts  of  president  Wash- 
ington, after  entering  on  the  chief  magistracy, 
was  to  call  on  the  then  postmaster  general  for  an 
account  of  the  state  of  his  office. 

“A  perfect  knowledge”  (says  his  biographer) 
“of  the  antecedent  state  of  things  being  essential  to 
a due  administration  of  the  executive  department,  its 
attainment  engaged  the  immediate  attention  of  the 
president;  and  he  required  the  temporary  heads  of 
departments  to  prepare  and  lay  before  him  such 
statements  and  documents  as  would  give  this  infor- 
mation.” Marshall's  Life  of  Washington,  vol.  ii, 
p.  150. 

The  form  of  this  requisition  will  be  found  in  the 
late  collection  of  his  writings,  (vol.  x,  p.  11);  and  it 


will  be  seen  by  the  note  of  the  editor,  Mr.  Sparks,  [ 
that  it  was  addressed,  among  others,  to  Ebenezer 
Hazard,  the  postmaster  general  appointed  by  the 
old  congress. 

The  first  law  concerning  the  post  office  depart- 
ment, passed  after  the  adoption  of  the  constitution, 
was  the  act  “for  the  temporary  establishment  of 
the  post  office,”  approved  September  22,  1789.  It 
consisted  of  only  two  sections — the  last  merely  de- 
claring that  the  law  should  continue  in  force  until 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  congress,  and  no 
longer.  The  first  section  was  in  the  following 
words: 

“Be  it  enacted,  §c.  That  there  shall  be  appointed 
a postmaster  general;  his  powers  and  salary,  and 
the  compensation  to  the  assistant  or  clerk  and  de- 
puties which  he  may  appoint,  and  the  regulations  of 
the  post  office,  shall  be  the  same  a3  they  last  were 
under  the  resolutions  and  ordinances  of  the  late  con- 
gress. The  postmaster  general  to  be  subject  to  the 
direction  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  in  per- 
forming the  duties  of  his  office,  and  in  forming  con- 
tracts for  the  transportation  of  the  mail.” 

This  act  was  continued  in  force  by  the  acts  of  Au- 
gust 4,  1790,  March  3,  1791,  and  Feb.  20,  1792,  to 
the  1st  of  June,  1792,  when  it  gave  place  to  the  act 
of  the  20th  of  February,  1792,  “to  establish  the  post 
office  and  post  roads  within  the  United  States,” 
which  fully  organized  the  department,  and  intro- 
duced numerous  legal  provisions  for  the  government 
of  its  concerns. 

Since  1792,  the  duties  of  the  postmaster  general 
have  been  so  far  defined  by  law,  as  to  leave  little 
room  for  executive  direction;  and  it  was  not  until 
1829,  that  he  was  regarded  as  a member  of  the 
president’s  cabinet.  But  thal  his  office  has  always 
been  treated  by  congress,  as  well  as  by  the  president, 
as  an  executive  department,  is  shown  by  the  act  of 
1789,  which  left  all  its  concerns  to  the  direction  of 
the  president;  by  the  act  of  1792,  and  all  the  subse- 
quent laws,  which  speak  of  it  as  a “ department ;”  by 
the  power  of  appointing  postmasters  vested  by  law 
from  1789  to  1836,  in  the  postmaster  general  alone, 
and  still  retained  by  him  in  all  cases  where  the 
commission  of  the  postmaster  are  under  $1,000  — 
an  arrangement  palpably  unconstitutional,  unless 
the  postmaster  general  be  the  head  of  a department— 
by  the  practice  of  all  those  who  have  held  the  office 
of  president,  to  require  reports  from,  and  to  give 
directions  to  the  postmaster  general;  by  the  placing 
of  the  department  on  the  same  footing,  in  respect 
to  salary  and  organization,  with  the  other  great 
executive  departments;  and  finally  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  its  head  into  the  cabinet  council  of  the  pre- 
sident. 

The  relation,  then,  of  the  postmaster  general  to 
the  president,  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  other  heads 
of  departments.  This  relation  does,  not  authorise 
the  president  to  give  any  direction  to  the  postmas- 
ter general,  contrary  to  the  laws  concerning  the  de- 
partment, but  it  authorises  and  requires  him  to  di- 
rect the  faithful  execution  of  those  laws,  and  to  take 
care  that  such  directions  be  followed.  And  as  the 
only  coercive  power  with  which  the  president  is 
armed  by  the  constitution  is  the  power  of  removal; 
it  will  be  his  duty  to  exercise  that  power,  if  he  can- 
not otherwise  secure,  on  the  part  of  the  postmaster 
general,  a faithful  execution  of  the  laws.  Nor  will 
acts  done  by  the  postmaster  general  under  the 
president’s  direction,  be  invalid,  even  though  the 
judgment  of  the  former  be  opposed  to  the  act,  and 
lie  be  induced,  through  fear  of  removal,  to  execute 
the  president’s  direction.  The  defectiveness  of  the 
motive  will  not  determine  the  legal  character  of  the 
act;  if  it  be  within  the  power  of  the  department, 
and  be  conformable  to  law,  it  will  still  be  valid.  1 
think,,  therefore,  that  this  officer  is  no  more  subject, 
in  his  official  action,  to  the  supervision  and  control 
of  the  judiciary,  than  the  head  of  any  other  execu- 
tive department;  and  that  the  principles  above  stat- 
ed, if  sound  in  respect  to  any  executive  officer, 
must  be  admitted,  when  the  subject  shall  be  fully 
examined,  to  be  equally  applicable  to  him.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  claim  of  judicial  power  set  up  in 
the  present  case,  in  respect  to  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral, involves  the  like  claim  over  the  official  action 
of  every  other  executive  department,  and  therefore 
brings  into  discussion  one  of  the  most  grave  and 
important  questions,  which  has  yet  arisen  in  the 
practical  administration  of  the  government. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
B.  F.  BUTLER. 

Hon.  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster  general  of  the  U.  S. 


THE  MANDAMUS— EXPOSITION  OF  THE 
POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

From  the  Globe. 

It  may  he  proper  to  state,  as  a preface  to  the  fol- 
lowing exposition,  that  no  point  embraced  in  it  will 
be  brought  into  discussion  in  the  mandamus  case 


now  pending.  In  that  proceeding,  the  only  subject 
of  inquiry  and  argument  will  be  (he  constitutional 
and  legal  authority  of  the  court  to  issue  a manda- 
mus in  such  a case.  It  is  not  necessary,  therefore, 
that  the  public  vindication  of  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral in  relation  to  the  facts  of  the  case  be  withheld 
until  that  point  be  decided.  On  the  contrary,  the 
misrepresentations  which  are  abroad,  and  the  abuse 
heaped  upon  that  officer,  make  it  due  to  him  that 
the  publie  mind  should  be  at  once  disabused. 

AN  EXPOSITION 

Of  the  grounds  on  which  the  postmaster  general  de- 
clined executing  a part  of  the  award  of  the  soli- 
citor of  the  treasury  in  favor  of  Messrs.  Stockton 

and  Stokes,  and  others. 

The  reason  why  the  postmaster  general  refused 
to  execute  apart  of  the  award  of  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury  in  favor  of  Messrs.  Stockton  and  Stokes, 
and  others,  was,  that  in  that  awarH  tt»  ooiloiw 
allowed  claims  which  he  was  not  authorised  to  al- 
low by  the  act  of  congress,  from  which  he  derived 
his  authority. 

The  following  is  the  material  part  of  the  act  of 
congress  referred  to,  viz: 

“Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
congress  assembled,  That  the  solicitor  of  the  treasu- 
ry be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  and  directed  to 
settle  and  adjust  the  claims  of  William  B.  Stokes 
and  Richard  C.  Stockton,  of  Maryland,  and  Lucius 
W.  Stockton  and  Daniel  Moore,  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  extra  services  performed  by  them  as  contractors 
for  carrying  the  mail  under  and  by  virtue  of  certain 
contracts  therefor  by  them  alleged  to  have  been 
made  and  entered  into  with  them  by  William  T. 
Barry,  late  postmaster  general  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  this  purpose  to  inquire  into  and  determine 
the  equity  of  the  claims  of  them  or  any  of  them  for 
or  on  account  of  any  contract  or  additional  con- 
tract with  the  said  postmaster  general,  on  which 
their  pay  may  have  been  suspended  by  the  present 
postmaster  general,  and  to  make  them  such  allow- 
ances therefor,  as,  upon  a full  examination  of  all 
the  evidence,  may  sepm  right,  according  to  the 
principles  of  equily;  and  that  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  credit  such 
mail  contractors  with  whatever  sum  or  sums  of  mo- 
ney, if  any,  the  said  solicitor  shall  so  decide  to  be 
due  to  them  for  and  on  account  of  any  such  service 
or  contract;  and  the  solicitor  is  hereby  authorised 
to  take  testimony,  if  he  shall  judge  it  lobe  necessa- 
ry to  do  so;  and  that  he  report  to  congress  at  its 
next  session  the  law  and  the  facts  upon  which  his 
decision  has  been  founded.” 

To  explain  the  meaning  of  the  act,  and  show 
wherein  the  solicitor  transcended  his  legal  autho- 
rity, it  is  necessary  to  give  an  account  of  the  ori- 
gin and  character  of  the  claims  committed  to  his 
settlement,  and  the  action  of  congress  thereupon. 

The  claims  embraced  in  this  case  arose  upon  the 
mail  routes  from  Baltimore  and  Washington  city  to 
Wheeling,  and  from  Washington  city  to  Baltimore 
and  Philadelphia,  during  the  years  1832-3-4  and  5. 
In  the  summer  of  1831,  these  routes  were  advertised 
for  contract  during  the  succeeding  four  years. — 
The  advertisement  on  the  Wheeling  route  was  for 
one  daily  mail  to  run  Ihrough  from  Baltimore  to 
Wheeling  in  three  days  four  hours,  returning  in 
three  days  one  and  a half  hours,  w ith  a daily  mail 
from  Washington  city  to  connect  at  Frederick,  Ma- 
ryland. 

The  claimants  in  this  case,  or  their  representa- 
tives, put  in  a proposal  embracing  many  routes, 
and  among  them  the  routes  from  Baltimore  and 
Washington  to  Wheeling,  on  which  they  offered  to 
carry  the  mails  daily,  as  advertised,  for  $4,550  per 
annum.  Upon  this  proposal  the  contract  was  as- 
signed to  them. 

At  the  same  time  they  put  in  another  offer,  the 
substance  of  which  was,  so  far  as  regards  these 
routes,  to  carry  a daily  mail  both  ways  in  two  and 
a half  days,  and  another  mail  three  times  a week, 
whenever  directed  by  the  postmaster  general,  for 
the  additional  compensation  of  $8,950,  which  was 
accepted  and  incorporated  into  the  contract. 

They  subsequently  offered  to  carry  the  mails 
through  from  Baltimore  and  Washington  to  Wheel- 
ing, in  two  days  in  summer,  and  two  and  a half 
days  in  winter,  for  the  further  additional  compensa- 
tion of  $6,750  per  annum,  which  offer  was  accept- 
ed. 

It  appears  by  the  books  and  files  of  the  depart- 
ment, that,  from  tile  1st  of  January,  1832,  to  about 
the  1st  of  May  of  that  year,  none  of  the  improved 
service  was  performed,  the  mail  having  been  car- 
ried through  in  a daily  line  occupying  about  three 
days  in  the  passage,  as  under  the  old  contract. — • 
Letters  on  file  from  the  contractors,  dated  20th  and 
I 23d  April,  1832,  show  that  they  were  then  prepar- 
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ing  for  the  increased  speed.  These  letters  inform 
the  department,  that  the  contractors  were  about  to 
make  daily  the  tri-weekly  accommodation  line  of 
stages  run  by  them,  and  ask,  as  a matter  of  favor, 
that  they  may  be  permitted  to  carry  the  way  mails 
upon  it,  to  prevent  the  detention  of  their  swift  line 
by  stopping  for  the  opening  of  the  mails  at  so  many 
small  post  ofiices.  By  a letter  dated  the  24th  of 
April,  1832,  this  privilege  was  granted  upon  condi- 
tion that  the  second  line  should  continue  to  run 
daily. 

Soon  after  the  contract  commenced,  the  mail  ap- 
pears to  have  been  carried  from  Baltimore  to  Fre- 
derick on  the  rail  road;  and  from  first  February, 
1832,  the  sum  of  $2,046  per  annum  was  added  to  the 
contractors’  compensation  therefor. 

On  the  first  September,  1832,  the  second  daily 
line  was  cut  down  to  an  every  other  day  line  from 
Hagerstown  to  Wheeling,  having  run  daily  about 
lour  months;  but  no  deduction  was  made  from  their 
compensation. 

The  first  schedule  for  the  swift  line  was  issued 
on  the  ISth  April,  1S32,  and  was  carried  into  effect 
about  the  first  of  May.  In  September  of  that  year 
the  contractors  produced  proofs  that  in  consequence 
of  the  Cumberland  road  being  broken  up  for  repairs, 
it  was  scarcely  possible,  and  not  at  all  safe,  to  run 
at  the  speeil  of  two  days.  They  therefore  solicited 
that  the  service  might  be  put  upon  the  winter  sche- 
dule, as  a means  of  giving  them  temporarily  more 
time.  In  consequence,  they  were,  on  the  3d  Octo- 
ber, allowed  two  and  a half  days  each  way;  and  on 
the  22d  December  they  were  put  on  the  winter 
schedule,  and  allowed  two  days  and  19  hours  going 
out,  and  I wo  days  and  20  hours  returning. 

In  their  account  for  the  first  quarter  of  1833, 
contractors  charged  $0,400  for  running  a second 
daily  mail  during  the  year  1S32;  which,  upon  a 
statement  of  the  then  superintendent  of  mail  con- 
tracts, that  such  a mail  had  been  run  from  the  first 
January,  1832,  was  allowed.  This  statement  was 
palpably  incorrect;  this  mail  not  having  run  daily 
more  than  about  four  months. 

Tn  the  same  account  the  contractors  charged 
$9,812  for  forty  extra  horses  and  twenty-two  pos- 
tillions, alleged  to  have  been  necessarily  employed 
by  them  in  consequence  of  the  increased  weight  of 
the  mails,  to  enable  them  to  ascend  (he  mountains 
with  the  requisite  speed,  which  charge,  upon  a 
like  certificate  that  they  had  been  employed  from 
the  1st  January,  1832,  was  also  allowed.  This 
statement,  also,  was  palpably  incorrect;  as  the  ex- 
tra horses  and  postillions  could  not  have  been  em- 
ployed until  after  the  swift  line  was  put  in  opera- 
lion. 


These  allowances  thenceforward  became  a part 
of  the  contractors’ annual  compensation,  which  was 
considered  to  be  as  follows,  viz: 


Original  annual  pay  as  accepted 
First  improvement  of  speed,  and  tri- 

$4,550 

weekly  mail 

8,150 

Rail  road  service  .... 

. 2,046 

Second  improvement  of  speed 

■ 6,750 

Second  daily  mail  .... 

. 6,400 

Extra  horses  and  postillions 

9,812 

Whole  annual  compensation, 

$38,508 

Thus  was  tlm  original  compensation  of  $4,550 
improved  into  $38,508  in  the  progress  of  fifteen 
months. 


On  the  27th  March,  1S33,  the  contractors,  in  a 
letter  to  the  department,  represented  that  the  weight 
of  the  mails  had  enormously  increased,  and  that  it 
was  impossible  to  convey  them  by  the  means  pro- 
vided. For  an  advance  of  25  per  cent,  on  their 
whole  improved  compensation,  they  offered  to  put 
such  additional  stock  and  vehicles  on  the  road  a/ 
should  he  adequate  to  this  object. 

The  second  daily  mail  was  not  then  running,  al- 
though they  were  under  pay  for  it.  As  the  most 
obvious  mode  of  providing  for  the  transportation  of 
the  increased  mail  matter,  the  department,  by  letter 
dated  the  28th  of  March,  1833,  ordered  them  to  run 
a second  line  of  four-horse  post  coaches,  reserving 
the  question  of  compensation.  But,  as  it  appeared 
they  were  already  under  pay  for  such  a line,  no- 
thing could  he  added  to  their  compensation  on  that 
account.  This  line  never  carried  much  mail,  and 
a part  of  the  time  scarcely  any.  It  was  run  very 
much  as  the  contractors  pleased,  not  having  had  a 
regular  schedule,  and  was  always  called  the  slow 
mail. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  1833,  the  contractors  were 
directed  to  run  through  in  two  days  and  six  hours 
each  way,  being  allowed  six  hours  more  than  their 
contract  time. 

In  this  condition  were  the  contractors’  service 
and  pay  at  the  time  of  the  retrenchments  ordered  in 
November,  1833.  The  order  of  retrenchment  re- 
duced the  speed  from  two  days  to  two  and  a half, 


and  cut  oil'  the  second  allowance  for  increased 
speed,  $6,750,  and  also  the  allowance  of  $9,812  for 
extra  horses  and  postillions,  which  was  an  incident 
of  that  improvement. 

These  retrenchments  left  the  pay  of  contractors, 
from  the  1st  January,  1S34,  as  follows,  viz: 

Original  annual  pay  as  accepted  $4,550 

First  improvement  of  speed  and  tri-weekly 

mail 8,950 

Rail  road  service 2,040 

Second  daily  mail  .....  6,400 


$21,946 

In  this  condition  the  service  and  pay  of  contrac- 
tors apparently  remained,  until  the  post  office  com- 
mittees had  finished  their  investigations  and  made 
reports  in  January  and  February,  1835. 

On  the  routes  from  Washington,  through  Balti- 
more to  Philadelphia,  the  advertisement  of  1831  in- 
vited proposals  for  one  daily  mail  between  Wash- 
ington and  Baltimore,  to  run  through  in  five  hours, 
and  supply  the  way  offices.  Proposals  were  also 
invited  for  one  daily  mail  from  Baltimore  to  Phila- 
delphia, to  run  through  one  way  in  twenty-three 
hours,  and  the  other  in  twenty-two,  and  supply  the 
way  offices.  These  and  several  other  routes  were 
assigned  to  R.  C.  Stockton,  for  Stockton  & Stokes, 
at  a combined  bid  of  $14,500,  as  advertised. 

At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Stockton  offered,  for  the 
additional  sum  of  $20,150,  to  make  a variety  of  im- 
provements,  among  which  were  the  following,  viz: 

“On  route  No.  1,371,  Philadelphia  to  Baltimore, 
No.  1,372,  Baltimore  to  Washington,  I will  leave 
Washington,  during  steamboat  navigation,  with  the 
great  mail  after  its  arrival  from  the  south,  say  at  12 
o’clock,  midnight,  arrive  at  Baltimore  by  6 A.  M. 
Leave  Baltimore  at  6J  A.  M.  and  arrive  at  Phila- 
delphia 6J  P.  M.  same  evening,  returning  with 
equal  expedition,  or  as  required;  or  say,  leave  Phi- 
ladelphia at  6 A.  M.  (New  York  mail  having  ar- 
rived), reach  Baltimore  by  6 P.  M.  and  Washington 
by  12  same  night. 

“Or,  I will  carry  the  mail  throughout  the  season, 
from  "Washington  to  Baltimore,  and  thence  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, to  reach  Baltimore  in  4J  hours,  and  Phi- 
ladelphia by  6i  A.  M.  the  next  morning  after  its 
departure  from  Washington;  departing  from  the  lat- 
ter place,  as  at  present,  (or  at  pleasure  of  the  de- 
partment) and  return  with  like  expedition  over  the 
whole  (both)  routes,  or  as  required;  giving,  under 
this  arrangement,  a second  daily  mail  to  the  cities 
of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore. 

“I  will  also  give,  on  route  No.  1,372,  from  Balti- 
more to  Washington,  two  additional  daily  mails,  to 
be  run  as  the  department  may  direct,  &c. 

“And  on  such  (or  all)  of  the  above  routes  as  may 
be  required,  I will  furnish  guards  and  express  mails 
whenever  and  wherever  required.” 

This  proposal  was  accepted,  and  so  far  as  regards 
the  service  in  question,  incorporated  into  the  con- 
tract, with  one  exception:  twenty-three  hours  being 
fixed  for  the  last  improvement  offered  between 
Washington  and  Philadelphia.  The  exception  re- 
ferred to  was  the  omission  of  the  offer  to  furnish  ex- 
press mails  “whenever  and  wherever  required,” 
which  constituted  a part  of  the  real  contract,  ac- 
cording to  the  offer  of  the  contractors  and  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  department.  The  compensation 
was  also  reduced  $3,000  below  that  proposed  in 
the  original  and  improved  bids  combined,  probably 
on  account  of  this  and  other  omissions  of  accepted 
service. 

The  contracts  made  in  pursuance  of  these  propo- 
sals, were  of  themselves  obviously  a provision  for 
the  whole  mail  service  between  Washington  and 
Philadelphia.  The  service  contracted  for  seems 
clearly  to  have  been  as  follows,  viz: 

1.  One  daily  mail  from  Washington  to  Baltimore, 
and  from  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia,  as  advertised. 

2.  A second  daily  mail  from  Washington  to  Bal- 
timore in  six  hours,  and  from  Baltimore  to  Phila- 
delphia in  twelve  hours,  to  be  run  “during  steam- 
boat navigation.” 

Or,  if  the  department  preferred  it,  a second  daily 
mail  from  Washington  to  Philadelphia  in  23  hours, 
to  be  run  “throughout  the  season,”  giving  a second 
daily  mail  to  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore. 

The  first  alternative  evidently  contemplated  a 
steamboat  mail  from  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia,  as 
it  required  6 hours  between  Washington  and  Balti- 
more 38  miles,  and  only  12  hours  between  Balti- 
more and  Philadelphia,  98  miles.  The  second  evi- 
dently contemplated  a rapid  land  line  all  the  way 
and  throughout  the  year,  requiring  only  4J  hours 
between  Washington  and  Baltimore,  and  about  18 
hours  between  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia.  If  the 
department  took  the  first  alternative,  it  would  have 
a second  daily  mail  from  Washington  to  Philadel- 
phia by  steamboats  in  part,  run  through  in  18  hours, 
during  steamboat  navigation  only;  if  it  took  the  lat- 


ter, it  would  have  a second  daily  mail  in  stages  run 
through  in  23  hours,  throughout  the  year. 

3.  Two  additional  daily  mails  between  Washing- 
ton and  Baltimore. 

In  addition  to  these  four  daily  mails  between 
Washington  and  Baltimore,  1 lie  contractors  were 
bound  to  run  another  until  31st  December,  1834, 
by  an  improved  contract,  on  the  route  from  Wash- 
ington to  Winchester,  Va.  made  the  preceding  year. 
For  all  these  services  the  contractors  were  under 
paj'.  The  service  performed  on  these  routes  under 
this  contract,  appears  to  have  been  as  follows,  viz: 

From  the  1st  January,  1832,  to  the  opening  of 
steamboat  navigation  in  the  spring,  the  contractors 
ran  one  daily  line  only  from  Baltimore  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  a large  portion  of  Ihe  mail  matter  was 
sent  by  another  line  called  “the  express  mail,” 
which  was  run  by  them  in  part  through  York  and 
Lancaster,  Pa.  at  a cost  of  $6,300  per  annum  to 
the  department,  $3,150  of  which  was  paid  to  Messrs. 
Stockton  and  Stokes,  although  their  accepted  offer 
was  to  run  express  mails  on  this  and  other  routes, 
whenever  required,  without  additional  compensa- 
tion. 

Upon  the  opening  of  navigation  in  1832,  their 
daily  line  was  cut  down  to  three  times  a week  from 
Baltimore  to  Elkton,  running  daily  from  Elkton  to 
Philadelphia;  the  department  having  contracted 
with  the  steamboat  company  to  carry  the  mails 
twice  a day  between  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia, 
at  an  annual  charge  of  $7,000.  This  service,  or 
a swift  daily  line  by  land,  was  stipulated  i'or  in  the 
contract  with  Messrs.  Stockton  and  Stokes,  but 
they  never  performed  it. 

Upon  the  closing  of  navigation  in  the  winter  of 
1832-3,  the  contractors  ran  one  daily  line  only , and 
a large  portion  of  the  mail  was  sent  by  way  of  York 
and  Lancaster,  at  a heavy  expense,  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding winter. 

Tn  the  spring  of  1833,  an  inquiry  was  set  on  foot 
to  ascertain  whether  the  mail  could  not  be  expedit- 
ed along  the  Atlantic  line,  and  a connection  effect- 
ed which  should  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  public. 
A plan  was  digested,  and  the  contractors  between 
Washington,  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  undertook 
to  run  through  in  20  hours.  Accordingly,  on  the 
27th  day  of  November,  1833,  the  department  fur- 
nished them  a schedule  lor  their  fast  line,  allowing 
20  hours  to  run  through,  having  on  the  4th  day  of 
that  month  furnished  them  with  a schedule  for  their 
slow  line,  allowing  27  hours.  The  books  of  the 
department  show,  that  it  was  not  until  after  the  31st 
December  that  either  of  these  lines  commenced 
running,  the  navigation  being  still  open.  Thus,  af- 
ter having  performed  the  service  in  the  summer  of 
1833  in  the  same  manner  as  in  that  of  1832,  they 
commenced  running  two  lines,  for  the  first  time,  as 
provided  in  their  contract,  on  the  suspension  of 
steamboat  navigation  in  January,  1834.  The  only 
thing  done  by  them  which  they  had  not  contracted 
to  perform,  was  running  through  in  twenty  hours,  in- 
stead of  twenty-three,  thus  furnishing  an  increase  of 
speed  equal  to  three  hours  between  Washington  and 
Philadelphia. 

These  two  lines  had  ceased  to  run,  as  Ihe  books 
show, prior  to  the  10th  March,  1834,  having  run  but 
about  60  days.  Steamboat  navigation  having  com- 
menced, the  contractors  fell  hack  to  their  tri-week- 
ly service  between  Baltimore  and  Elkton,  and  daily 
between  Elkton  and  Philadelphia. 

Irr  the  winter  of  1834-5  the  swift  line  commenced 
running  between  the  17th  and  25th  December,  and 
could  not  have  run  more  than  90  days.  Upon  the 
recommencement  of  steamboat  navigation,  contrac- 
tors fell  back  to  the  service  of  the  preceding  sum- 
mer. 

Of  the  five  daily  mails  they  were  paid  for  running 
between  Washington  and  Baltimore,  they  never  ran 
more  than  three,  and  generally  but  two. 

This  was  the  condition  of  these  contracts  and  the 
service  of  contractors,  when  congress  investigated 
the  affairs  of  the  department  in  1834  and  1835. 
Notone  of  the  claims  for  extra  services,  !;c.  embraced 
in  the  solicitor’s  award,  and  amounting  to  $161,573 
93  was  discovered  by  any  of  the  committees,  or  made 
known  to  congress,  although  their  investigations 
covered,  for  the  most  part,  the  same  contracts,  the 
same  time,  and  the  same  services.  Their  action  was 
based,  and  their  opinions  expressed,  upon  the  al- 
lowances herein  before  set  forth,  and  their  actions 
and  opinions  are  pertinent  to  show  what  was,  or 
was  not,  the  intention  of  congress  in  vesting  the 
solicitor  with  power  to  adjust  the  claims  now  in 
question. 

The  investigations  by  committees  of  both  houses 
of  congress  into  the  management  of  the  post  office 
department,  are  known  to  have  been  protracted 
and  searching.  The  committee  of  the  senate,  after 
making  one  report,  continued  their  examinations 
during  the  recess  of  1834,  and  made  a second  report 
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on  the  27th  January,  1835.  In  speaking  of  these 
and  othersimilar  allowances,  made  by  contracts  exe- 
cuted upon  improved  bids,  this  committee,  page  17 
oi  their  report,  hold  the  following  language,  viz: 

“Indeed,  no  one  could  but  feel,  that  they  were 
wholly  without  legal  warrant,  and  that  they  could 
therefore,  fall  under  no  known  legal  head.  Never- 
theless, immense  sums  of  money  have  through  their 
means,  been  transferred  from  the  department  to  the 
pockets  of  individuals;  and  the  American  congress 
and  the  American  people,  have,  until  this  investiga- 
tion commenced,  been  wholly  ignorant  of  the  ex- 
istence of  any  such  mode  of  appropriating  or  dis- 
posing of  the  public  funds.” 

The  whole  report  is  censorious  of  the  department 
in  its  proceedings  upon  these  and  other  cases,  charg- 
ing it  with  violation  of  law,  favoritism,  extrava- 
gance and  wastefulness. 

The  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives 
critically  investigated  the  very  cases  under  conside- 
ration, and  made  report  on  the  13th  February,  1835. 
In  relation  to  the  allowances  on  the  routes  from 
Baltimore  and  Washington  to  Wheeling  and  others 
in  Ohio  connected  with  them,  the  committee  spoke 
as  follows,  viz: 

“On  the  15th  October,  1831,  Stockton  and  Neil 
entered  into  a contract  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mail  on  twenty-two  routes,  from  1st  Januarv,  1332. 
for  four  years,  at  the  annual  compensation  of 
$37,000.  These  routes  extend  from  Washington 
and  Baltimore  to  Wheeling,  and  thence  through  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  state  of  Ohio.  The 
agreement  was  to  carry  the  mail  on  these  twenty- 
two  routes,  as  advertised,  at  the  compensation  before 
stated;  and  it  also  expressly  provided,  that  for  the 
further  sum  of  $3,950  per  annum,  the  contractors 
should  make  all  the  improvements  stated  in  the  pro- 
posals of  Reeside  and  Stockton,  or  any  part  thereof 
in  the  same  ratio,  whenever  the  postmaster  general 
should  direct;  also,  that  for  the  further  sum  of 
$20,000  per  annum,  they  should  in  like  manner 
make  all  the  improvements  stated  in  the  proposals 
o!  William  Neil  and  Co.  or  any  part  thereof,  in  the 
same  proportion,  whenever  the  postmaster  general 
should  direct.  These  improvements  were  all  or- 
dered from  the  commencement,  so  that  the  contract 
price,  including  the  improvements  therein  provided 
for,  was  $65,950  per  annum.  There  are  extra  al- 
lowances endorsed  upon  this  contract,  most  of  which 
took  effect  from  its  commencement,  and  which  ex- 
ceed $40,001)  per  annum.  The  annual  expenditure, 
therefore,  upon  these  routes,  from  1st  January,  1832, 
exceeded  $100,000. 

“Although  nearly  the  whole  of  these  extra  al- 
lowances took  effect  from  the  commencement  of 
the  contract,  yet  the  evidence  shows  that  much  of 
the  extra  service,  forming  the  basis  for  the  allow- 
ances, was  not  performed  until  long  after  the  con- 
tract had  gone  into  operation;  (see  letter  of  R.  C. 
Stockton  of  27th  March,  1S33.) 

“This  letter  urges  that  the  greatly  increased 
weight  of  the  mail  between  Baltimore  and  Wheel- 
ing rendered  an  additional  line  of  stages,  or  some 
other  provision  for  the  emergency,  necessary;  and 
asks  an  extra  allowance  as  a matter  of  justice  to  the 
contractors.  The  letter  shows  that  a double  line  of 
stages  had  not  previously  been  run  on  the  route, 
but  it  was  immediately  ordered,  and  payment  for  it, 
as  an  extra  service,  has  been  made  from  the  begin- 
ning. 

“The  committee  have  not  examined  this  contract 
with  a view  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  justice  of  the 
extra  allowance  in  each  particular  instance.  It 
might  be  quite  impracticable,  from  the  contract, 
and  the  endorsements  upon  it,  to  discover  precisely 
the  additional  services  for  which  each  separate  ex- 
tra allowance  was  made.  It  is  a fit  case  forgcneral 
comment,  and  one  in  which  particular  detail  may 
very  well  be  dispensed  with. 

“Either  there  was  very  great  inattention  in  adapt- 
ing the  advertisement  to  the  proper  service,  or  these 
extra  allowances  have  been  made  most  improvi- 
dentlv.  The  service  in  the  advertisement  was  se- 
cured in  the  autumn  of  1831,  at  $37,000;  yet  it  is 
rapidly  run  up  to  more  than  $100,000.  Certainly 
it  is  not  an  ordinary  case,  and  some  extraordinary 
reason  should  exist  for  this  sudden  and  enormous 
increase. 

“Additional  lines  of  stages  were  ordered  and  paid 
for;  postillions  and  extra  horses,  tolls  and  ferriages, 
were  all  paid  for;  but  upon  what  ground  of  reason, 
propriety  or  justice,  some  of  these  allowances  were 
made,  the  committee  do  not  perceive. 

“Many  of  these  services,  however,  have  been 
retrenched,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  about 
$35,000.  This  receives  the  hearty  approval  of  the 
committee.  They  believp  that  it  was  a contract 
which  demanded  at  least  that  reduction,  and  they 
think  the  public  interest  would  not  suffer  by  an  in- 
crease of  that  amount.  It  is  a contract  for  twenty- 
two  routes  at  a gross  sum;  it  contains  provision  for 


two  separate  classes  of  additional  improvements, 
both  of  which  were  ordered;  add  to  which  that  ex- 
tra has  been  allowed  upon  extra  until  the  original 
sum  is  but  little  more  than  one-third  of  the  'total 
amount  of  expenditure.” 

The  solicitor’s  award  adds  $19,254  a year,  from 
January  1,  1332,  to  the  aggregate  compensation  be- 
fore retrenchment  on  the  routes  to  Wheeling  only, 
on  the  same  contracts  for  the  same  services,  and 
during  the  same  time,  and  also  restores  all  the  re- 
trenched allowances  from  the  day  of  the  retrench- 
ments. 

The  same  committee  examined  and  reported  upon 
the  contracts  on  the  routes  from  Washington, 
through  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia,  and  were  of 
opinion  that  the  department  had  made  improvident 
arrangements  and  paid  away  its  money  unnecessa- 
rily, for  the  service  upon  these  routes  also. 

In  their  concluding  remarks,  the  committee  sub- 
mitted the  following'observations,  viz: 

“The  practice  of  granting  extra  allowances  has, 
at  various  dates  in  the  history  of  this  department, 
run  into  wild  excesses;  some  illegitimate,  and,  there- 
fore, without  an  apology;  and  others  legitimate,  but 
very  questionable  as  to  their  expediency.  To  this 
source  may  be  ascribed,  without  hazard  of  error, 
much  of  the  embarrassment  of  the  department;  and 
in  whatever  aspect  this  committee  has  had  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  it,  it  strikes  them  that  its  prac- 
tical operation  has  been  fraught  with  much  more 
of  evil  than  of  good.  Among  its  other  achieve- 
ments, it  has  signalized  most  eminently  the  too 
ready  faith  and  too  loose  business  method  of  the 
department.  The  letter  of  a contractor,  suggesting 
an  improvement,  and  soliciting  an  extra  allowance, 
not  unfrequently  has  served  the  double  office  of  an 
authority  for  the  grant,  and  of  a record  of  its  exist- 
ence. Some  dark  corner  of  a contract,  or  loose 
scrap  of  paper,  is  commonly  the  only  official  evi- 
dence of  the  order  for  large  disbursements  of  money, 
under  the  name  of  extra  allowances.  It  is  a puz- 
zling problem  to  decide  whether  this  discretionary 
power,  throughout  its  whole  existence,  has  done 
most  mischief  in  the  character  of  impostor  upon  the 
department,  or  seducer  to  contractors.  It  has, 
doubtless,  been  an  evil  doer  in  both  guises.” 

The  minority  of  the  committee,  composed  of 
Messrs.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Horace  Everett  and 
John  G,  Watmough,  went  into  a more  minute  ana- 
lysis of  these  cases,  and  occupied  about  twenty-five 
pages  in  their  comments.  In  relation  to  the  con- 
tracts, service  and  pay  on  the  routes  from  Washing- 
ton through  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia,  page  105, 
these  gentlemen  report  as  follows,  viz: 

“In  dissecting  this  contract  (misnamed  “ improved 
contract” ) there  is  not  as  much  service  required  to 
be  performed,  as  Mr.  Stockton  was  obliged  to  per- 
form by  the  contract  as  awarded  to  him  under  the 
advertisement.  The  most  important  and  expensive 
service  is  dispensed  with  by  the  contract  with  the 
steamboat  company;  more  time  is.  allowed  on  the 
next  most  important  route  than  was  given  by  the 
advertisement;  and  on  all  the  other  routes  embraced 
in  the  improved  contract,  the  contractor  is  not  bound 
to  observe  any  particular  time,  because  no  schedule 
is  attached  to  his  contract,  and  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral cannot  enforce  any  one  penalty  mentioned  in 
the  contract  again'st  him;  and  yet  he  has  been,  and 
now  is,  in  the  annual  allowance  of  $20,100  for  do- 
ingnothing, except  running  an  additional  mail  from 
Washington  to  Baltimore,  (if  indeed  any  additional 
mail  has  been  sent,  not  provided  for  in  the  Virginia 
contract),  on  a route  where  he  has  four  or  five  lines 
of  stages. 

“If  he  carries  one  or  two  additional  mails  from 
Baltimore  to  Washington,  such  service  is  greatly 
more  than  counterbalanced  by  his  being  released 
from  carrying  the  mail  by  steamboats  from  Balti- 
more to  Philadelphia.” 

And  in  reference  to  a statement  from  the  post- 
master at  Washington,  of  the  number  of  mails  car- 
ried between  this  city  and  Baltimore,  they  speak 
as  follows,  viz: 

“If  Mr.  Stockton’s  compensation  depended  on 
this  statement,  there  is  not  a person  in  the  commu- 
nity, who,  being  placed  in  the  jury  box,  would  pay 
him  for  carrying  more  than  two  mails.  And  if 
there  was  a controversy  between  him  and  the  post- 
master general,  to  what  quarter  would  Mr.  Stock- 
ton  be  as  ready  to  look  for  evidence  as  to  the  post 
office  in  this  city?  If  more  than  two  mails  are  car- 
ried daily,  how  does  it  happen  that  those  whose 
duty  it  is  to  make  up  the  mails  know  nothing  defi- 
nite on  the  subject?  Until  something  more  decisive 
shall  appear,  it  may  be  assumed  as  a fact,  that  no 
more  than  two  daily  mails  have  been  sent  from  this 
office  to  Baltimore  since  1st  January,  1832.” 

On  page  10S,  they  say,  “the  allowances  to  Mr. 
Stockton  under  this  contract,  are  of  a most  extra- 
ordinary character.”  And  on  page  109,  they  sum 
up  the  result  as  follows,  viz: 


“The  history  of  the  post  office  department  can- 
not furnish  a case  where  a contractor  has  been 
more  generously  dealt  by,  in  failing  to  fulfil  his  en- 
gagements. 

“On  the  31st  day  of  December,  1835,  the  day 
the  contract  expires,  Mr.  Stockton  and  the  steam- 
boat company  will  have  been  paid,  on  this  single 
contract,  more  money  than  would  have  been  paid  if 
the  bids  of  Mr.  Beltzhooverand  others  had  been  ac- 
cepted, and  no  improper  allowances  had  thereafter 
been  made,  by  the  following  sums: 

To  the  steamboat  company  $7,000  annu- 
ally for  four  years,  $28,000 

Messrs.  Beltzhoover  and  others  $2,790  do.  10,800 
To  Mr.  Stockton  for  additional  allowance, 
for  which  no  additional  service  was 
performed,  $20,100  annually,  four  years  80,400 


119,200 

This  sum  to  Mr.  Stockton  to  reward  neg- 
ligence in  performing  a contract,  1,860 

This  sum  paid  E.  Porter  & Co.  for  wood, 
as  mentioned,  540 


$121,600” 

This  was  said  in  February,  1835.  The  gentle- 
men of  the  minority  knew  nothing  of  the  $16,200, 
allowed  in  the  solicitor’s  award  for  services  on 
these  routes  in  the  winter  of  1833-4;  of  the  $18,000 
in  the  winter  of  1834-5;  of  the  $9,100  for  extra 
coaches  between  Washington  and  Baltimore,  and 
other  allowances, -adding  some  $45,000  to  the  al- 
lowances denounced  by  them. 

In  relation  to  the  Wheeling  routes,  the  minority, 
after  showing  that  contractors  had  been  paid  for  a 
second  daily  mail  a considerable  period  when  it 
was  not  run,  make  the  following  statement,  viz: 
“The  original  contract  for  carrying  the  mail  on 
routes  Nos.  1,201,  1,202,  1,380  and  1,400,  mention- 
ed at  the  head  of  the  preceding  article,  was  for  the 
annual  compensation  of  $7,000.  A stipulation  was 
inserted  in  the  contract,  that  for  $8,950  the  con- 
tractors should  perform  certain  services,  specified 
in  the  improved  bid  of  Reeside  and  Stockton,  if  di- 
rected. The  services  were  immediately  directed 
to  commence  with  the  contract,  1st  January,  1832. 

“One  of  the  services  thus  directed  was  a tri- 
weekly mail  from  Baltimore  to  Wheeling,  266 
miles.  The  sum  allowed  for  this  tri-weekly  mail 
is  presumed  to  have  been  in  proportion  to  the 
sum  ($0,400)  aftcrwaida  allowed  for  the  four  addi- 
tional trips,  at  which  rate  it  would  have  been  per 
annum  $4,800 

and  far  exceeding  a pro  rata  allowance  on 
the  original  contract. 

The  whole  number  of  miles  run  per  week 
under  the  original  contract,  on  all  these 
routes,  was  2,409;  and  the  number  by 
a daily  mail  from  Baltimore  to  Wheel- 
ing, was  1,862.  Then,  as  the  2,409 
miles  is  to  the  $7,000,  so  is  the  1,S62 
miles  to  the  compensation  for  running  a 
daily  mail.cn  this  route,  viz:  $5,410: 
and  then,  as  the  seven  trips  is  to  the 
$5,410,  so  is  the  three  trips  to  the  pro 
rata  allowance  therefor,  viz:  2,319 

Exceeding  the  pro  rata  per  annum  by  2,431 

Which  for  four  years  amounts  to  $9,724 

Another  extra  allowance  was  made,  to 
commence  with  the  contract  for  four 
additional  trips  per  week,  to  the  tri- 
weekly line,  and  for  expediting  the 
mail  from  Baltimore  to  Wheeling,  so  as 
to  run  through  in  13  hours  instead  of  60 
hours,  thereby  gaining  12  hours,  at  the 
annual  compensation  of  22,962 

Of  this  sum,  for  the  four  additional  trips, 
was  allowed  per  annum  $6,400  6,400 

The  pro  rata  allowance  for  the  said 
four  trips,  according  to  the  above 
data,  would  be  3,091 


Exceeding  the  pro  rata  per  an- 
num by  3,309 

Which  for  four  years  amounts  to  $13,236 
This  sum  is  applicable  to  the  ex- 
pediting the  mails  16,562 


Which  for  four  years  amounts  $66,248 

It  appears,  however,  from  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  Weaver,  that  when  he  became 
acquainted  with  this  route,  1st  April, 

1833,  the  mail  was  then  running  through 
at  an  average  of  fifty-six  hours,  and  so 
continued  to  run  through  the  summer 
and  fall;  during  the  next  winter  it  ave- 
raged about  seventy  hours,  and  from 
May,  1834,  it  averaged  about  sixty-two 
hours.  Assuming,  then,  that  for  the 
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first  two  years  t hey  run  through  in  fifty- 
six  hours,  gaining  only  four  hours,  the 
contractors  would  have  been  entitled  to 
only  one-third  of  this  allowance  during 
that  period,  and  for  the  remainder  of 
the  time  they  were  entitled  to  no  part 
of  it.  They  are  entitled  only  to  one- 
third  part  of  $16,562  for  each  of  the 
two  first  years,  amounting  to  $11,441 

Excess  for  four  years  54,S07 

Add  excess,  as  above,  for  the  tri-weekly 

line  9,924 

Do.  do.  for  the  four  addi- 
tional trips  13,309 


Excess  for  four  years  $73,040” 

These  gentlemen  knew  nothing  of  the  restora- 
tion of  all  the  retrenchments  on  these  routes,  and 
the  addition  of  fifty  per  cent,  to  the  whole  pay  and 
allowances,  amounting  to  $ 19,254  a year,  and  in 
four  years  to  $77,010. 

So  strong  was  the  conviction  of  congress,  found- 
ed on  the  reports  of  their  committees,  that  these 
contractors  and  others  had  been  paid  immense  sums 
more  than  was  justly  due  to  them,  that  in  the  act 
“to  change  the  organization  of  the  post  office  de- 
partment,” &c.  passed  July  2d,  1336,  provision  was 
made  to  recover  the  money  back  in  the  following 
words,  viz: 

“Sec.  17.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  in  all 
cases  where  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  have  been 
paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  post  office  department 
to  any  individual  or  individuals,  under  pretence 
that  service  has  been  performed  therefor,  when  in 
fact  such  service  has  not  been  performed,  or  by 
way  of  additional  allowance  for*  increased  service 
actually  rendered,  when  the  additional  allowance 
exceeds  the  sum  which,  by  the  provisions  of  law, 
might  rightfully  have  been  allowed  therefor;  and  in 
all  other  cases  where  the  moneys  of  the  depart- 
ment have  been  paid  over  to  any  person  in  conse- 
quence of  fraudulent  representations,  or  by  the 
mistake,  collusion  or  misconduct  of  any  officer  or 
clerk  of  the  department,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
postmaster  general  to  cause  suit  to  be  brought  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  reco- 
ver back  the  same,  or  the  excess,  as  the  case  may 
be,  with  interest  thereon.” 

To  comprehend  the  full  bearing  upon  the  points 
now  in  question,  of  these  proceedings  of  the  ma- 
jorities and  minorities  of  the  committees,  and  of 
congress  itself,  it  must  be  carefully  borne  in  mind, 
that  the  committees  and  congress  knew  nothing 
whatsoever  of  the  allowances,  amounting  to  161,000 
and  odd  dollars,  sweeping  back  to  January  I,  1832, 
which  made  up  the  solicitor’s  award.  All  the  servi- 
ces covered  by  these  allowances,  down  to  1835, 
were  fully  examined  by  the  committees,  and  were  ta- 
ken into  the  account  when  they,  in  the  manner  we 
have  seen,  declared  that  the  contractors  had  already 
been  paid  beyond  the  value  of  those  services  to  an 
enormous  amount.  The  claims  acted  on  by  the 
solicitor  are  in  addition  to,  and  OVER  AND 
ABOVE  all  that  was  known  to  the  committees  or  to 
congress.  Ho  w much  stronger  must  have  been  their 
condemnation,  if  they  had  found  that  ALL  THE 
RETRENCHMENTS  ON  THESE  ROUTES 
HAD  BEEN  RESTORED,  AND  THAT  TO 
THE  WHOLE  PAY  AND  IMPROVED  PAY 
HAD  BEEN  ADDED  FIFTY  PER  CENT.  ON 
THE  WHEELING  ROUTES,  AND  MORE 
THAN  ONE  HUNDRED  ON  THE  PHILA- 
DELPHIA ROUTES! 

The  last  report  of  a committee,  as  we  have  seen, 
was  made  on  the  13th  of  February,  1335.  On  the 
1st  of  Mav,  1835,  the  present  postmaster  general 
took  charge  ot  the  post  office  department.  He 
fount!  the  following  entry  on  the  Wheeling  con- 
tract, and  the  following  credits  given  in  the  account 
of  the  contractors  in  this  case,  viz: 

“March  31,  1835.  It  appears  there  was  an  order 
drawn  early  in  May,  [June],  1833,  allowing  50 
per  cent,  on  pay  from  Baltimore  to  Wheeling,  on 
account  of  increase  of  weight  of  mails,  impedi- 
menta in  national  road,  &c.  It  was  held  under  sus- 
pense for  further  consideration,  and  in  February, 
1835,  confirmed,  by  direction  to  financial  branch  to 
place  it  to  credit  of  contractors  down  to  the  time 
of  retrenchment — January  1,  1834.  Now,  order  is 
given  by  the  postmaster  general  to  continue  the  al- 
lowance of  50  per  cent,  from  that  date.” 

The  amount  of  this  allowance  from  the  1st  of 
January,  1S32,  to  the  31st  of  March,  1835.  inclusive, 
was  $62,575  50 

April  29, 1335. — For  an  additional  daily 
line  from  Washington  to  Baltimore 
and  Philadelphia,  during  winters  of 
1333  and  1834  $16,200 

For  do.  do.  during  winters  of 

1834  and  1835  16,200 

$32,400  00 


April  30* — For  this  sum  for  conveying 
mail  to  30th  September,  1831,  one 
♦ponth  after  steamboat  bad  commenc- 
ed running,  and  which  should  have 
carried  the  mail  1,240  00 

For  this  sum  for  mail  guards  to  the  above 
time  458  63 

For  running  two  coaches  instead  of  one, 
and  transporting  the  whole  of  the 
great  mail  between  Baltimore  and 
Washington,  it  being  too  large  to  be 
carried  in  one  coach,  to  31st  March, 


1832,  making  39  trips,  at  $20  per  trip  780  00 
For  do.  do.  June  30,  1832,  36  trips,  at 

$20  per  trip  720  00 

For  do.  do.  September  30,  1S32,  46  trips, 
at  $20  per  trip  920  00 

For  this  sum  for  mail  guards  during  sus- 
pension of  steamboat  service  458  33 

For  this  sum  paid  lor  mail  [boat]  bags, 

by  order  of  postmaster  general  170  00 


For  running  two  coaches  instead  of  one, 
to  transport  the  whole  of  the  great 
mail  between  Baltimore  and  Wasliing- 
ton,  to  31st  December,  1832,  it  being 
too  large  to  be  carried  in  one,  41  trips, 
at  $20  per  trip  820  00 

This  sum  paid  for  fire  arms,  and  repair- 
ing them  last  season  76  50 

For  running  two  coaches  instead  of  one, 
and  transportingthe  whole  of  (he  great 
mail  between  Baltimore  and  Washing- 
ton, to  31st  March,  1833,  it  being  too 
heavy  to  be  carried  in  one,  39  trips, 

$20  a trip  7S0  00 

For  running' through  between  Baltimore 
and  Washington  city  and  Wheeling  in 
two  days,  during  the  summer,  from 
1st  January,  1834,  to  1st  April,  1835, 
at  $1,637  50  per  quarter  8,437  50 

Allowance  for  extra  horses  and  postil- 
lions from  Baltimore  to  Wheeling, 
from  1st  January,  1S34,  to  1st  April, 

1835,  at  $2,453  per  quarter  12,265  00 


Whole  amount  of  new  allowances  and 

entries  $122,101  46 

Startled  at  seeing  such  an  enormous  addition  re- 
cently made  to  allowances  which  congress  had  just 
then  so  severely  condemned,  and  denounced  to  the 
country,  through  numberless  copies  of  the  commit- 
tees’ reports,  and  alarmed  for  the  effect  upon  the 
finances  of  the  department,  already  beset  with  em- 
barrassments, the  undersigned,  without  going  into 
their  merits,  directed  them  all  to  he  suspended  from 
the  credit  of  the  contractors.  Afterwards,  at  their 
pressing  solicitation,  he  examined  into  their  merits, 
and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  chief  part  of 
them  was  unauthorised  by  law,  in  which  opinion  he 
was  subsequently  sustained  by  that  of  the  attorney 
general. 

At  tile  next  session  of  congress,  the  contractors 
applied  to  be  relieved  from  the  effect  of  that  sus- 
pension. It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  congress, 
after  condemning,  as  we  have  seen,  the  allowances 
known  to  them  through  their  committees,  would 
proceed  to  add  50  or  100  per  cent,  to  the  same  al- 
lowances, without  the  slightest  change  in  the  cir- 
cumstances or  in  the  service.  However,  without 
making  any  call  on  the  department  for  the  facts  in 
the  case,  they  proceeded  to  pass,  without  any  infor- 
mation as  to  the  nature  of  the  claims,  the  act  of  .July 
2,  1836,  vesting  the  settlement  of  these  new  claims 
in  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury. 

Now  what  was  the  object  and  intention  of  this 
act?  To  ascertain  that,  we  must  look  at  the  state 
of  things  on  which  it  was  based,  as  well  as  its  lan- 
guage. Certain  sums  of  money  had  been  suspend- 
ed from  the  credit  of  contractors;  and  to  obtain  the 
restoration  of  those  credits  was  the  only  object  of 
the  contractors’  solicitude,  so  far  as  known  to  the 
department  or  to  congress,  through  their  letters, 
memorials  and  representations.  It  has  yet  to  ap- 
pear that  any  one  ever  believed  or  imagined  that 
their  object  was.  to  open  a door  for  additional  claims 
never  yet  heard  of,  and  least  of  all,  for  services 
which  they  imver  rendered,  nor  pretended  to  ren- 
der. Or,  if  such  were  their  object,  it  is  impossible 
that  it  could  have  been  the  purpose  of  congress  to 
sanction  it.  After  all  that  had  been  said  arid  pub- 
lished about  the  extra  allowances  made  in  this  very 
case,  and  at  the  moment  they  were  providing  in 
another  law  for  a suit  against  the  contractors  to  re- 
cover hack  the  money,  it  is  impossible  they  could 
have  intended  to  vest  in  another  executive  officer 
an  unlimited  and  uncontrollable  discretion  to  make 
new  allowances  of  precisely  the  same  character,  to 
the  same  men,  upon  the  same  contracts  and  for  the  same 
services.  To  suppose  the  legislative  body  intended 
to  confer  such  a power,  would  be  (to  make  them 


guilty  of  the  absurdity  of  ordering  men  to  he  ha- 
rassed by  suits  in  one  act  to  recover  back  illegal 
and  unjust  allowances,  and  at  the  same  time  in 
another  act  legalizing  a greater  injustice,  by  author- 
ising an  indefinite  extension  of  the  same  allowances. 
It  cannot  but  be  surprising,  after  what  had  passed, 
that  congress  interfered  at  all.  It  can  only  be  ac- 
counted for  on  the  supposition  that  they  did  it  un- 
der a belief  that  no  additional  allowance  would  be 
sanctioned  under  their  act.  They  had  a right  to 
suppose,  and  probably  did  suppose,  that  the  solici- 
tor of  the  treasury  would  come  to  the  same  conclu- 
sion as  had  their  own  committees,  and  that  their 
act  would  be  practically  a dead  letter,  having  an- 
swered the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  these 
claims.  But  it  is  not  credible,  after  their  denun- 
ciation of  previous  allowances,  and  while  they  were 
employed  in  restricting  the  discretion  in  which  the 
mischief  had  originated,  that  they  intended  to  vest 
in  another  quarter,  without  appeal,  check  or  con- 
trol, a power  to  pick  up  and  allow  old  claims  that 
had  been  rejected,  or  new  ones  that  had  never  been 
heard  of  in  the  post  office  department  or  in  con- 
gress. Such  an  idea  would  be  wholly  incompatible 
with  the  whole  action  of  congress  on  this  subject, 
as  well  as  in  reference  to  public  accounts  general- 

'y- 

Though  worded  so  as  to  be  difficult  of  compre- 
hension, there  is  inherent  evidence  in  the  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  contractors,  that  it  was  intended  to 
embrace  only  certain  known  and  definite  claims.  It 
authorises  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  “to  settle 
and  adjust  the  claims  of  William  B.  Stokes  and 
Richard  C.  Stockton  of  Maryland,  and  Lucius  W. 
Stockton  and  Daniel  Moore  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
extra  services  performed  by  them  as  contractors, 
for  carrying  the  mail  underand  by  virtue  of  certain 
contracts  therefor,  by  them  alleged  to  have  been 
made  and  entered  into  with  them  by  William  T. 
Barry,  late  postmaster  general  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  that  purpose  to  inquire  into  and  determine 
the  equity  of  the  claims  of  them  or  any  of  them,  for 
or  on  account  of  any  contract  or  additional  contract 
with  the  said  postmaster  general,  on  which  their  pay 
may  have  been  suspended  by  the  present  postmas- 
ter general,  and  to  make  them  such  allowances 
therefor,  as  upon  a full  examination  of  all  the  evi- 
dence may  seem  right,  according  to  the  principles 
of  equity.” 

The  definite  expression,  “THE  claims,”  can  have 
reference  only  to  claims  already  known — to  the 
claims  which  had  been  suspended  in  the  department 

— which  constituted  the  subject  of  controversy 

and  the  allowance  of  which  was  the  ohject  of  the 
application  to  congress.  It  was  evidently  those 
claims,  and  none  others,  which  were  in  the  contem- 
plation of  congress,  when  they  passed  the  act.  It 
was  not  possible  that  they  could  mean  or  think  of 
claims  which  had  never  been  set  up,  and  were  wholly 
unknown , especially  as  the  service  under  the  con- 
tracts in  question  had  been  completed.  Thev  must 
have  had  reference  to  claims  then  in  existence. 

The  solicitor  allowed  “the  claims”  referred  to  in 
the  act,  and  the  postmaster  general  has  paid  them. 
But  the  solicitor  went  further,  and  allowed  new 
claims,  some  of  which  had  been  rejected  by  the  for- 
mer postmaster  general,  and  others  had  never  been 
known  or  heard  of  before  the  act  passed,  and  those 
the  postmaster  general  refused  to  pay,  as  well  be- 
cause the  solicitor  had  transcended  his  legal  authority, 
as  because  they  i were  chiefs/ for  services  never  rendered . 
This  description  embraces  the  whole  sum  of 
$39,472  47,  which  constitutes  the  subject  of  this 
controversy.  It  was  believed  that  congress  never 
expected  to  see  $122,000  added  to  allowances  which 
they  had  declared  to  be  “ without  reason,  propriety 
or  justice,”  and  that  they  did  not  intend  to  confer  on 
any  one  the  power  to  add  to  them  tens  and  hundreds 
of  thousands  by  the  admission  of  new  and  unheard  of 
claims,  having  no  foundation  but,  in  the  imaginings  of 
delusive  self-interest , or  the  vagaries  of  the  wildest  con- 
struction. Until  the  day  before  the  first  portion  of 
the  award  was  sent  to  him,  the  postmaster  n-eneral 
had  never  conceived  that  the  act  of  congress  was 
susceptible  of  such  a construction,  and  of  most  of 
the  specific  claims  now  withheld,  he  never  heard, 
until  he  received  the  annunciation  of  their  allowance. 

The  only  hesitation  of  the  postmaster  general 
was,  whether  he  would  pay  any  part  of  the  award 
without  a reference  of  the  whole  subject  hack  to 
congress,  with  an  exposition  of  the  facts,  so  repug- 
nant to  his  conceptions  of  right  and  wrong  were  its 
conclusions.  He  did  not  believe  that  all  the  inves- 
tigation of  congress  had  been  a farce,  and  (heir  re- 
ports and  illustrations,  some  40,000  copies  of  which 
had  been  printed  and  sent  among  the  people  at  the 
public  expense,  a pretence  and  a mockm/,  in  which 
all  parties  had  combined  to  misrepresent  and  destroy 
the  administration  of  the  deportment.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  knew,  that  although  there  was  much  error, 


236 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— JULY  1,  1837— THE  MANDAMUS  CASE. 


there  was  also  much  truth  in  those  reports,  and  he 
believed  in  the  sincerity  of  most  those  who  made 
them.  He  did  not  doubt,  that  the  addition  of 
$161,000  to  the  allowances  which  they  had  so 
strongly  condemned,  would  fill  them  with  surprise 
and  amazement.  Inspired  with  those  feelings  him- 
self, that  he  did  not  refuse  to  credit  and  pay  any 
part  of  the  award,  until  congress  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  review  the  whole  case,  is  to  be  as- 
cribed solely  to  a doubt  as  to  his  duty  to  do  so,  and 
his  uniform  practice,  in  cases  of  doubt,  upon  matters 
of  private  right,  to  decide  in  favor  of  the  citizen. 
But  as  to  the  additional  claims  presented  and  allow- 
ed, he  had  no  doubt.  He  had  the  less  reluctance  in 
taking  that  step,  because  congress  was  on  the  spot, 
and  could  easily,  by  an  additional  act,  direct  the 
whole  amount  to  be  paid,  if,  in  their  opinion,  it 
were  required  by  justice  or  law;  a result  not  pos- 
sible in  his  conception. 

But  if  it  be  admitted  that  the  solicitor  had  a right 
to  consider  and  allow  new  claims  which  were  never 
known  to  the  department  or  to  congress,  there  are 
other  fatal  objections  to  the  legality  of  the  allow- 
ances now  in  question. 

The  first  item  of  those  allowances  is  an  extension 
of  the  50  per  cent,  allowance  entered  on  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1335,  from  the  1st  of  April  to  the 
31st  of  Dec.  of  that  year,  inclusive,  $14,450  50. 

This  allowance  was  not  for  an  “extra  service ,” 
or  any  service  at  all.  Nothing  was  “ performed ” for 
it.  It  is  not  based  on  any  “ contract  or  additional 
contract ” made  with  W.  T.  Barry,  or  any  one  else. 
It  originated  thus: 

On  the  27th  of  March,  1833,  as  we  have  seen, 
while  contractors  were  under  pay  for  running  two 
daily  lines  of  four  horse  post-coaches  on  the  Cum- 
berland road,  and  were  running  but  one  and  about 
half,  R.  C.  Stockton  complained  to  the  department 
that  the  increase  in  the  weight  of  the  mails  was  so 
enormous,  that  it  was  impossible  to  carry  them 
with  the  means  provided,  and  offered  to  put  on  such 
additional  stock  as  should  be  competent  to  the 
object,  for  an  addition  of  25  per  cent,  upon  their 
improved  pay,  being  $9,627  per  annum.  The  de- 
partment ordered  him  to  run  a second  full  line  of 
four  hors?  post-coaches,  reserving  tile  question  of  ad- 
ditional compensation.  On  examination,  it  was 
found  that  contractors  were  already  under  pay  for  a 
second  full  line,  so  that  no  addition  could  be  made 
to  their  compensation  on  that  account.  On  the  3d 
of  June,  1833,  they  applied  again  to  the  department 
for  an  extra  allowance  on  the  same  grounds,  raising 
their  demand  to  50  per  cent,  or  $19,254  per  year. 
In  December,  1833,  this  allowance  was  again  press- 
ed. It  was  not,  as  we  have  seen,  until  February, 
or  the  31st  day  of  March,  1835,  that  it  was  consum- 
mated. 

Now,  what  feature  pf  a “contract,”  or  “ additional 
contract,”  was  there,  and  what  performance,  that 
could  justify  the  allowance  of  this  50  per  cent. 
sweeping  back  to  the  1st  January,  1832,  and  coming 
up  to  31  st  December,  1835,  amounting  to  $77,016? 
Did  the  contractors  in  June,  1833,  or  February, 
1835,  contract  to  perform  certain  “extra  services”  in 
the  year  1832,  for  which  they  were  entitled  to 
$19,254  for  that  year?  The  thing  is  impossible — 
the  idea  is  an  absurdity.  The  letter  of  March,  1833, 
first  asking  this  allowance,  or  rather. one-half  of  it, 
does  not  place  the  request  on  service  theretofore 
rendered,  but  is  altogether  prospective,  so  far  as  ser- 
vice is  concerned.  It  states  what  they  will  do,  if 
the  allowance  be  authorised. 

But,  unquestionably,  they  performed  as  much 
service  for  this  allowance  in  1832,  before  it  was 
thought  of,  as  they  did  in  any  one  of  the  four  years 
through  which  it  has  been  extended,  and  that  is — 
none  at  all.  They  did,  indeed,  after  the  applica- 
tion of  March,  1S33,  again  raise  their  tri-weekly 
line  into  a daily;  but  they  were  already  under  pay 
for  that  at  the  rate  of  $6,400  per  year.  It  has  never 
been  shown  nor  pretended,  that  they  put  on  any 
other  stock,  or  rendered  any  other  service,  in  per- 
suance  of  that  application,  They  ran  two  full  daily 
lines,  and  no  more.  For  the  original  daily  line 
they  were  paid  $4,550.  For  the  first  improvement 
in  speed,  and  a tri-weekly  mail,  they  were  paid 
$8,950.  For  the  rail  road  service,  they  were  paid 
$2,046.  For  the  second  improvement  of  speed,  they 
were  paid  $6,750.  For  making  the  tri-weekly  a 
daily  line,  they  were  paid  $6,400'.  For  44  extra 
horses  and  22  postillions,  employed  by  them  upon 
both  lines  over  the  mountains,  in  consequence  of 
the  great  speed  and  weight  of  the  mails,  they  were 
paid  $9,812.  These  specific  allowances  covered 
all  the  service  rendered  by  them,  and  more.  There 
was  no  additional  line  of  stages,  not  a stage,  nor  a 
horse,  nor  a postillion,  employed  by  them  in  the 
mail  service,  which  was  not  thus  specifically  arid 
amply  paid  for.  For  what  “extra  service,”  there- 
fore, was  this  allowance  made?  None  whatsoever. 


There  was  no  “contract,”  or  “additional  contract” 
— there  was  no  “performance.”  It  was  a mere  gra- 
tuity without  consideration.  It  was  an  addition  of 
$77,016  to  those  sums  denounced  by  the  commit- 
tees of  congress  as  paid  for  services  not  performed, 
and  directed  by  law  to  be  recovered  hack  by  suit. 
But,  although  this  claim  did  not  arise  upon  any 
“contract,”  or  “additional  contract,”  nor  was  for 
any  “extra  services  performed,”  yet,  under  the 
liberal  construction  given  to  the  act  by  the  postmas- 
ter general,  he  was- not  .disposed  to  question  the 
legal  authority  of  the  solicitor  to  allow  it  up  to  31st 
March,  1835.  But  he  did  question  his  legal  autho- 
rity to  extend  it  to  the  31st  December,  13.35,  for  the 
reason  already  given,  and  for  this  further  reason: 

Soon  after  the  present  postmaster  general  took 
charge  of  the  department,  he  examined  into  the 
merits  of  this  allowance,  decided  that  it  was  illegal, 
and  announced  to  contractors  that  none  of  it  would 
bs  paid.  He  will  not  say  that  he  directly  counter- 
manded any  service  on  this  account,  because  none 
was  being  performed;  but  he  maintains  that  his  an- 
nunciation annulled  and  abrogated  whatever  there 
was  on  which  this  allowance  was  based.  If  there 
had  been  a contract,  it  would  have  been  an  annul- 
ment of  that  contract;  if  there  had  been  service,  it 
would  have  been  a countermand  of  that  service. 
Whatever  there  was  to  justify,  excuse,  or  give  co- 
lor to  the  allowance,  was  rescinded,  and  made  null, 
as  effectually  as  if  there  had  been  a formal  order  of 
retrenchment. 

Had  not  the  present  postmaster  genera],  as  the 
head  of  the  post  office  department,  an  absolute  and 
undoubted  right  to  annul  and  withdraw  this  allow- 
ance? Was  his  decision  less  authoritative  than  that 
of  his  predecessor?  His  right  to  annul  the  allow- 
ance, and  the  fact  that  he  did  so  in  the  most  effec- 
tual manner,  are  inconteslible.  Whence,  then,  the 
power  of  the  solicitor'  fo  extend  it?  Did  the  act  au- 
thorising him  to  settle  these  accounts  give  him  au- 
thority to  overrule  the  decisions  of  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral, in  questions  clearly  within  his  legal  authority, 
and  force  on  the  department  extra  allowances  for  ser- 
vices not  performed,  contrary  to  the  known  policy  and 
will  of  its  responsible  head ? The  postmaster  gene- 
ral was,  in  1835,  most  assiduously  laboring  to  re- 
store the  credit  of  the  department,  and  guarding  on 
all  hairds  against  unnecessary  expenditures.  He 
would  have  felt  much  concern  if  he  had  not  sup- 
posed that  his  decision  put  an  errd  to  all  ground  of 
claim  on  this  score,  or  if  he  had  imagined  that  this 
allowance  was  still  accumulating  at  the  rate  of 
$19,254  a year,  notwithstanding  his  published  de- 
cision against  its  legality,  sustained  as  it  was  by 
the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general.  No  such  con- 
ception entered  into  his  mind,  nor  did  he  hear  any 
such  suggestion  from  others.  The  allowance  was 
supposed  to  have  been  as  effectually  annulled  and 
stopped  as  it  possibly  could  be  by  any  official  act 
which  he  was  capable  of  performing. 

It  is,  therefore,  confidently  maintained,  that  the 
extension  of  this  allowance  to  3 1st  December,  1835, 
was  illegal,  because  it  had  been  previously  annul- 
led by  the  postmaster  general,  as  well  as  because 
it  was  a new  claim,  not  included  in  “the  claims,” 
referred  to  the  solicitor  for  adjustment. 

The  next  item  which  the  postmaster  general  re- 
fused to  pa}',  arose  from  an  extension  by  the  soli- 
citor of  the  retrenched  allowances  from  1st  April  to 
3 1st  December,  1835,  inclusive,  amounting  to 
$12,421  50.  This  item  rests  on  similar  grounds 
with  the  preceding.  Before  the  commencement  of 
their  regular  contract  .service,  the  contractors  had 
agreed,  for  a certain  compensation,  to  run  through 
between  Baltimore  and  Wheeling  in  two  and  a half 
days  or  60  hours.  They  then  offered,  for  the  ad- 
ditional sum  of  $6,750  per  year,  to  run  through  in 
two  days,  or  43  hours,  during  summer;  and  their 
offer  was  accepted.  This  was  a “contract”  or  “ ad- 
ditional contract.”  To  enable  them  to  comply  with 
this  “additional  contract,”  after  the  weight  of  the 
mails  had  increased,  they  were  allowed  $9,812  per 
year  for  extra  horses  and  postillions.  By  the  order 
of  retrenchment  on  1.9th  November,  1833,  this  “ad- 
ditional contract”  was  rescinded.  Now,  when  or 
how  was  it  renewed?  The  solicitor  says  in  De- 
cember, 1S33,  or  January,  1S34,  and  he  gives  his 
proofs.  The  first  is  a statement  of  the  honorable 
Andrew  Stewart,  the  point  of  which  is  as  follows, 
viz: 

“That  shortly  after  the  order  of  the  post  office 
department  suspending  or  discontinuing  the  in- 
creased speed,  postillions  and  second  line,  on  the 
line  from  Washington  and  Baltimore  to  Wheeling,  I 
had  an  interview  "with  the  late  postmaster  general, 
&c.”  “He  then  said  distinctly,  that  it  should  be 
done — that  the  speed,  postillions  and  second  line 
on  this  route,  with  the  compensation,  should  be 
continued,  and  that  I might  so  inform  the  contrac- 
tors, which  I did  accordingly.” 


The  next  is  a statement  of  Thomas  D.  Carneal, 
esq.  the  point  of  which  is  as  follows,  viz: 

“I  reached  Washington  about  the  1 0th  of  Janua- 
ry, and  on  the  next  day  after  my  arrival  made 
known  to  major  Barry  the  peculiar  hardship  and 
difficulties  the  contractors  on  that  route  had  to  con- 
tend with,”  &c.  “He  referred  to  major  Hobbie, 
who  was  called  in,  and  to  whom  I was  introduced 
by  him,”  &.C.  “To  aid  me  in  this,  I called  on  col. 
R.  M.  Johnson  and  major  Eaton.  We  met  at  the 
room  of  the  postmaster  general,  and  the  subject  was 
taken  up,  fully  discussed,  and  resulted  in  the  re- 
storation of  the  original  order,  making  the  extra 
requisition,  with  the  allowance  then  paid  by  the 
department  for  such  extra  service  prior  to  the  sus- 
pension order.” 

The  next  is  a statement  of  the  reverend  O.  B. 
Brown,  the  point  of  which  is  as  follows,  viz: 

“I  do  not  recollect  (he  time,  but  I believe  it  was 
in  the  beginning  of  January,  1834, he  (major  Barry ) 
told  me  that  he  had  determined  to  restore  the  whole 
of  what  had  been  retrenched  on  this  route.” 

These  statements  all  expressly  refer  to  what  was 
said  and  done  in  the  months  of  December,  1833, 
and  January,  1834.  To  them  the  solicitor  adds  a 
private  letter  from  the  late  postmaster  general  to  R. 
C.  Stockton,  dated  February  2d,  1834,  which  proves 
the  reverse  of  that  which  is  deduced  from  it.  Major 
Barry  says: 

“I  have  received  yours  of  the  31st.  It  was  in- 
tended to  direct  you  to  continue  improvements  al- 
ready on  the  road  to  Wheeling,  as  indispensable . — 
The  form  of  the  order  does  not,  perhaps,  meet  the 
case,  and  it  will  be  important  for  you  to  he  present 
when  it  is  done;  but  this  need  not  hasten  your  visit 
to  Washington,  to  the  neglect  of  other  important 
engagements,  and  can  he  finally  adjusted  hereafter. 
I would  say  more,  hut  the  subject  is  a delicate  one, 
that  can  better  he  managed  by  personal  converse. — - 
Be  assured  of  my  disposition  to  do  what  is  just  and 
liberal.” 

This  letter,  instead  of  proving  that  the  retrench- 
ments had  already  been  restored,  is,  on  its  face,  the 
most  conclusive  proof  of  the  contrary.  All  the  con- 
versations of  Messrs.  Stewart,  Carneal,  Brown  and 
others,  had  most  palpably  led  only  to  an  order  re- 
corded in  the  hooks  of  the  department,  dated  the 
28th  of  January,  1S34,  written  by  major  Hobbie, 
not  directing  the  restoration  of  the  allowances,  hut 
stating,  that  if  the  contractors  continued  to  employ 
the  extra  horses  and  po3ti  1 lions,  the  department 
would  pay  for  them  at  some  future  time,  when  it 
should  be  able.  These,  it  had  been  represented, 
were  “ already  on  the  road,”  and  “ indispensable .” 
No  sooner  does  Mr.  Stockton  receive  this  order, 
which  restored  none  of  the  allowances  absolutely, 
and  only  one  of  them  conditionally,  than  he  writes 
to  major  Barry  his  letter  of  the  31st  of  January, 
which  elicits  th  13  reply  of  the  2d  of  February. 
The  matter  was  then  placed  in  statu  quo.  The 
postmaster  general  had  every  “disposition  to  do 
what  is  just  and  liberal,”  but  the  matter  was  to  he 
“finally  adjusted  hereafter.”  The  contractor  was 
told  “it  will  be  important  for  you  to  he  present 
when  it  is  done;”  it  can  “better  he  arranged  by  per- 
sona! converse.”  The  “contract”  or  “additional 
contract”  ivas  yet  to  be  made;  the  details 'were  to  be 
“adjusted”  “by  personal  converse”  “ hereafter .” 
What  clearer  proof  could  there  be,  that  it  had  not 
then  been  done? 

Now,  when  did  this  adjustment  take  place?  Never. 
There  is  not  a particle  of  evidence  that'  any  thing 
more  was  ever  said  or  done  on  the  subject.  The 
committees  of  congress,  which  made  their  investi- 
gations after  the  alleged  restoration,  and  reported  in 
January  and  February,  1S35,  never  discovered  or 
heard  of  it.  The  only  part  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  department  upon  the  contracts,  and  allowances 
on  these  routes,  which  they  appeared  to  approve, 
was  these  retrenchments,  which,  it  is  now  said, 
were  restored  a year  before!  A ml  it  has  been  proved 
by  the  evidence  of  major  Hobbie,  and  the  principal 
pay  clerk,  that  when  major  Barry  understood  that 
his  allowance  of  the  50  per  cent,  was  construed  to 
carry  with  it  a restoration  of  the  retrenched  allow- 
ances,' he  expressly  disavowed-  such  intention.  It  was 
proved  that  the  entry  of  the  credits  for  these  allow- 
ances on  the  books,  was  without  his  authority,  con- 
trary to  his  purpose,  and  altogether  erroneous.  He 
had  evinced  the  liberality  professed  in  his  private 
letter  of  February,  1834,  by  consummating  the  50 
per  cent,  allowance  up  to  31st  March,  1335,  and 
giving  contractors  at  once  a credit  of  $62,000  there- 
for. 

To  justify  the  restoration  of  the  retrenched  allow- 
ances in  law,  it  would  seem  that  the  services  must 
have  been  again  ordered;  to  justify  it  in  equity, 
they  must  at  least  have  been  performed.  In  fact 
they  were  neither  ordered  nor  performed.  That 
they  were  not  ordered  is  proved  by  the  books  and 
records  of  the  department,  both  negatively  and  aD 
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firmutively.  Negatively,  in  the  absence  ot  any  or- 
der rescinding  or  countermanding  the  orders  oi  re- 
trenchment; affirmatively,  in  the  letters  of  the  de- 
partment directing  contractors  what  service  to  per- 
form. The  retrenchment  of  speed  consisted  in  al- 
lowing 2$  days  instead  of  2 to  run  through  to  Wheel- 
ing, with  a deduction  of  $6,750  originally  allowed 
for  the  improvement,  and  also  of  $9,812  for  extra 
horses  and  postillions,  allowed  as  an  incident  to  that 
improvement,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  con- 
tractors to  make  the  speed  over  the  mountains. 
The  time  in  which  they  were  actually  required  to 
run  through  during  the  whole  contract  was  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

Goins-  Reluming. 

From  Jan.  l-u  m I81I1  April,  1832,  3 days  J li.  3 days  1J-  li. 
Tlieiicu  id  12ili  June,  1 23  2 

Tlit'iicv  In  3d  Oeudn-r,  2 01)  2 

Tln-m  fio  22d  Dncemli'-r,  2 12  2 12 


Tlinnce  til  22d  Amil,  1833,  2 19  2 20 

Thence  to  25th  November,  2 6 2 0 

Thence  10  23d  April,  1834,  2 23  3 0 

'J'henee  to  22d  November,  2 12  2 15 

Tbeucc  to  18th  April,  1835,  2 23  3 0 

Thence  10  28U1  November,  2 12  2 15 

Thence  10  3lst  December,  2 23  3 0 

On  the  3d  of  October,  1S32,  a dispensation  of  the 
second  improvement  of  speed  was  granted  tempora- 
rily, on  account  of  the  condition  of  the  Cumber- 
land road,  which  was  then  broken  up  for  repairs. 
In  the  summer  of  1833,  the  contractors  wrere  allow- 
ed six  hours  more  than  their  contract  time,  and  in 
November  of  that  year  the  retrenchments  were  or- 
dered. It  is  not  pretended  that,  after  this  order, 
the  contractors  were  ever  directed  to  run  through 


in  two  days,  as  in  1832,  or  two  days  and  six  hours, 
as  in  1833.  On  the  contrary,  they  were  allowed 
more  time  than  they  had  stipulated  for  in  their  im- 
provement, and  rendered  no  part  of  the  service  for 
which  the  $6,750  and  the  $9,812  were  allowed. 
But  to  sustain  the  continuance  of  those  allowances 
after  the  retrenchment  and  the  alleged  restoration, 
the  bad  roads  0/1S32  are  flung  over  into  1234  and 
1S35 ,and  the  temporary  dispensation  of  October,  1832, 
is  extended  to  the  close  of  the  contract!  Unfortunate- 
ly, however,  for  this  argument,  one-half  of  the 
dispensation,  as  we  have  seen,  was  withdrawn  in 
the  summer  of  1833,  prior  to  the  retrenchments;  dur- 
ing which  the  contractors  were  required  to  run 
through  in  two  days  and  six  hours;  but  during  the 
summers  of  1S34  and  1835,  they  were  allowed  two 
and  a halfdays  one  way,  and  two  days  and  fifteen 
hours  the  other;  being,  by  three  hours,  a less  speed 
one  way  than  they  were  under  contract  to  make 
before  the  second  improvement  of  speed,  at  a cost 
of  $6,750  and  $9,812,  was  authorised.  And  during 
these  years,  there  was  nothing  in  the  condition  of 
the  road  to  prevent  at  least  as  great  speed  as  was 
made  in  the  summer  of  1S33.  The  restoration, 
therefore,  was  a restoration  of  pay  only,  but  not  of 
service.  So  far  as  performance  is  concerned,  the 
contractors  stood  on  the  same  footing  after  the  al- 
leged restoration  that  they  did  before  the  two  day’s 
service  was  first  ordered.  This  claim,  therefore,  is 
not  an  equitable  claim  for  services  performed  under 
any  contract,  or  additional  contract,  but  for  services 
not  performed.  For  the  services  performed,  the 
contractors  were  fully  paid  according  to  their  con- 
tracts. 

But  in  this  case,  as  in  the  preceding,  whatevei 
there  was  on  which  the  allowance  could  be  based, 
was  taken  away,  abrogated  and  annulled  by  the 
present  postmaster  general  after  he  took  charge  of 
the  department.  A direct  order  of  annulment  was 
not  entered  by  him,  because  there  was  nothing  to 
annul.  lie  found  the  order  of  retrenchment  record- 
ed in  the  books  and  entered  on  the  contract,  unre- 
scinded. He  found  the  contractors  running  through 
one  way  in  two  days  and  twelve  hours,  and  the 
other  in  two  days  and  fifteen  hours  in  accord- 
ance with  the  order  of  retrenchment.  He  was  in- 
formed by  the  officers  of  the  department,  that  his 
predecessor,  when  apprized  that  iiis  order  allowing 
fifty  percent,  was  construed  to  restore  the  retrench- 
ments by  necessary  implication,  expressly  disa- 
vowed such  an  intention.  There  was  nothing, 
therefore,  in  the  records  of  the  department,  or  even 
in  the  breast  of  the  former  postmaster  general, 
which  he  could  rescind  or  annul.  But  a credit  for 
these  allowances  from  1st  January,  1834,  to  31st 
March,  1835,  had  been  erroneously  entered  on  the 
books.  This  he  directed  to  he  balanced  by  a coun- 
ter entry,  decided  the  allowance  to  be  unauthorised 
and  illegal,  and  so  informed  the  contractors.  This 
surely  was  as  perfect  a countermand  and  annulment 
of  whatever  there  was  to  sustain  this  item,  as  it  was 
possible  to  give.  It  is  still  deemed  to  be,  in  law 
and  in  fact,  an  authoritative  and  effectual  counter- 
mand, which  the  solicitor  had  no  right  to  disregard. 
He  could  not  lawfully  set  aside  a lawful  decision  of 
the  postmaster  general,  putting  an  end  to  an  extra 
allowance  and  continue  that  allowance  in  defiance 
of  his  authority. 


On  this  ground,  therefore,  if  there  were  no  other, 
the  continuance  of  these  retrenched  allowances  to 
31st  December,  1835,  was  illegal,  and  justified  the 
refusal  to  pay  the  item  of  $12,421  50. 

The  next  item  of  the  award  which  the  postmas- 
ter general  refused  to  pay,  is  $1,800,  added  by  the 
solicitor  to  the  allowance  made  by  the  former  post- 
master general,  for  the  swift  line  from  Washington 
to  Philadelphia  during  the  winter  of  1834-5. 

The  first  additional  objection  to  the  legality  of 
this  allowance  is,  that  it  is  lor  regular  service,  and 
not  for  extra  service,  and  had  been  already  paid. 

The  contractors  were  under  contract  and  pay  to 
run  two  daily  mails  from  Washington  through  Bal- 
timore to  Philadelphia;  one  of  them  to  be  run 
through  in  23  hours  throughout  the  year,  or  to  be 
run  through  in  steamboats  from  Baliimore  during 
steamboat  navigation  only  in  twelve  hours,  and  six 
from  Washington. 

No  second  daily  mail  was  ever  run  by  them  un- 
der that  contract,  by  land  or  water,  other  than  the 
swift  mail,  so  called,  during  the  winters  of  1S33-4, 
and  1834-5.  This  mail,  therefore,  was  a part  of 
their  regular  contract  service.  The  only  thing  extra 
about  it  is,  that  it  ran  through  in  20  hours  instead 
of  23,  the  time  fixed  for  the  swift  mail  in  the  con- 
tract. For  this  additional  speed  they  were  entitled 
to  an  equivalent.  A most  ample  equivalent  they 
had  in  the  dispensation  of  the  second  daily  mail  al- 
together for  nine  or  ten  months  in  the  year,  and  re- 
ducing the  other  for  a like  period  each  year  to  a 
tri-weekly  mail  from  Baltimore  to  Eikton.  Instead 
of  running  two,  they  never  ran  even  one  daily  mail 
on  this  line  more  than  three  months  of  any  one 
year  during  the  whole  period  of  their  contract. 

If  this  mail  is  to  be  considered  extra,  because  it 
did  not  run  more  than  a fourth  of  the  time  required 
by  the  contract,  though  a little  faster,  the  tri- 
weekly line  from  Baltimore  to  Eikton  during  sum- 
mer, may  be  considered  extra  also,  because  the 
contract  requiied  it  to  be  run  daily;  and  thus  an 
omission  to  render  service  according  to  contract, 
makes  that  actually  rendered  an  “extra  service,” 
for  which  contractors  are  entitled  to  extra  compen- 
sation, though  receiving  the  full  pay  stipulated  for 
in  their  contracts! 

We  have  seen  how  strongly  the  committees  of 
congress  condemned  the  management  on  this  route, 
the  minority  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives declaring,  that  the  contractors  were 
receiving  over  $20,000  a year  on  it,  and  others  con- 
nected with  it,  without  any  consideration  whatso- 
ever. Their  report  was  made  to  congress  on  the 
13th  February,  1835.  This  additional  mail,  as  it  is 
now  called,  had  run  during  the  winter  of  1833-4, 
and  was  running  in  that  of  1834-5,  while  the  com- 
mittees were  making  their  investigations,  and  at 
the  moment  they  made  their  report,  but  nothing 
had  been  paid  for  it.  By  them  it  was  considered  a 
part  of  the  service  under  the  regular  contracts,  for 
which  they  found  Ihe  contractors  so  largely  over- 
paid already. 

From  the  records  and  files  of  the  department,  it 
appears  that,  in  the  fall  of  1834,  the  contractors 
first  took  the  ground  that  this  was  an  additional 
mail,  and  set  up  a claim  of  $16,200  for  running  it 
ninety  days  during  the  preceding  winter,  which 
was  resisted  by  the  assistant  postmaster  general, 
who  had  made  the  arrangement,  and  not  allowed  at 
that  time.  In  the  spring  of  1835,  they  again  press- 
ed their  claim,  and  added  $1.8,000  for  a like  ser- 
vice, one  hundred  days,  in  the  preceding  winter. — 
In  April,  1S35,  the  postmaster  general  allowed 
$16,200  for  each  season,  making  $32,400  in  all, 
which  was  passed  to  their  credit,  and  afterwards 
suspended  bv  the  present  postmaster  general. — 
Now,  the  solicitor  allows  the  whole  $32,400,  and 
adds  $1,800,  making  up  the  whole  amount  charged 
by  contractors,  although  Ihe  records  of  the  depart- 
ment show  that  they  charged  for  at  least  forty  days 
more  than  the  mail  was  actually  run. 

The  most  extraordinary  part  of  this  allowance  is 
that  which  is  applicable  to  the  route  between 
Washington  and  Baltimore.  On  that  road  contrac- 
tors were  under  contract  and  pay  fo  run  five  daily 
mails  up  to  31st  December,  1834,  and  four  up  to 
31st  December,  1S35,  though  they  never  ran  but 
two,  cerlainly  not  more  than  three.  When  this 
swift  mail  went  into  operation,  the  number  of  mails 
actually  run  on  this  road  was  not  increased,  that 
mail  taking  the  place  of  one  which  was  before  run- 
ning, or  rather  being  nothing  more  than  one  of  those 
mails  expedited.  Yet,  this  expedited  mail  has  been 
construed  into  an  additional  mail,  entitling  the  con- 
tractors to  a heavy  extra  allowance,  on  a road  where 
no  addition  lo  the  mails  was  made,  and  where  the 
department  had  a right  to  order  two  or  three  addi- 
tional mails,  without  adding  a cent  to  the  compen- 
sation. Thus  were  they  paid  for  six  daily  mails  on 
a road  where  they  never  ran  more  than  two  or  three. 


The  postmaster  general  would  not  have  consider- 
ed himself  as  doing  any  wrong  if  he  had  refused  to 
pay  any  pari  of  the  award  which  relates  to  this 
service,  on  the  ground  that,  excepting  the  increase 
of  expedition,  the  service  charged  for  was  a part  of 
contractors’  regular  contract  service,  for  which  they 
had  already  been  paid.  But  as  $32,400  of  it  con- 
stituted a part  of  the  suspensions,  the  adjustment 
of  which  he  believed  it  was  the  bona  fide  intention 
of  the  law  to  vest  absolutely  in  the  solicitor,  and  as 
he  was  disposed  to  give  the  law  and  the  award  the 
construction  most  favorable  to  the  claimants,  he 
contented  himself  with  withholding  only  the  $1,800 
rejected  by  his  predecessor,  but  added  by  the  soli- 
citor to  those  extraordinary  allowances. 

The  next  item  of  the  award  not  executed  is  an 
allowance  upon  an  account  “for  running  a second 
coach,  with  double  mails,  from  Baltimore  to  Wash- 
ington, when  the  mails  were  too  heavy  lor  one 
coach,”  during  the  years  1832,-33,-34,  and  the 
first  quarter  of  1835,  455  trips,  at  $20  per  trip, 
amounting  to  $9,100,  being  more  per  annum  than 
their  pay  for  a full  line.  This  account  had  been 
presented  to  the  late  postmaster  general,  who  al- 
lowed so  much  of  it  as  bore  date  prior  to  March, 
31,  1833,  amounting  lo  $4,020,  and  rejected  the 
balance.  But  the  solicitor  allowed  that  which  the 
iate  postmaster  general  rejected. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  contractors  were 
under  contract  and  pay  to  run  five  daily  lour  horse 
post  coach  lines  between  the  two  cities,  having  also 
ottered  in  their  proposals  “to  run  express  mails 
whenever  and  wherever  required,”  and  that  the 
solicitor  added  pay  for  a sixth  daily  mail  during 
the  winter,  though  never  more  than  three  were  run 
at  any  season. 

There  was  no  contract  whatsoever  on  which 
these  charges  were  based.  They  were,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  special.  The  circumstance 
which  has  been  construed  into  a contract,  is  the  ex- 
istence of  a letter  to  contractors  directing  them  at 
all  times  to  bring  on  the  whole  mail.  Such  letters 
are  common.  The  contracts  always  stipulate  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  whole  mail,  according  to  the 
uniform  construction.  If  the  whole  be  not  carried, 
the  contractors  are  subjected  to  penalties,  unless 
the  department  deem  their  excuses  sufficient.  If 
it  be  found  that  they  leave  any  portion  of  it  behind, 
they  are  written  to  and  admonished  to  convey  the 
whole  without  fail.  Such  letters,  instead  of  being 
contracts  entitling  contractors  to  extra  allowances, 
are  but  the  ordinary  means  of  securing  the  execu- 
tion of  existing  contracts;  and  to  promote  them  to 
a higher  dignity,  and  make  them  the  means  of  ob- 
taining extra  allowances  to  contractors,  is  to  per- 
vert the  means  used  to  prevent  their  subjecting 
themselves  to  penalties  into  an  instrument  of  in- 
creasing their  pay.  It  is  deemed  impossible  that 
they  can  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  “contracts,”  or 
“additional  contracts,”  within  the  meaning  of  the 
law. 

But  if  there  were  a contract  in  this  case,  the 
original  “suspension  of  pay”  upon  it  was  “by  the 
late  and  not  by  the  present  postmaster  general.” 
The  greater  part  of  the  claim  had  never  come  be- 
fore him  for  action  or  decision,  the  amount  rejected 
never  having  been  brought  up  for  reconsideration. 
It  was  like  hundreds  of  other  old  claims  which  had 
been  disposed  of,  a part  allowed  and  a part  reject1 
ed,  and  was  considered  as  finally  acted  on,  before 
the  present  postmaster  general  came  into  the  de- 
partment. Though  this  part  of  it  had  not  the  plea 
of  having  been  allowed  by  the  former  postmaster 
general,  and  suspended  by  the  undersigned,  nor  of 
being  based  on  any  contract,  legal  or  illegal,  on 
which  pay  had  been  suspended,  and  though  it  was 
a charge  for  extra  coaches,  exceeding  the  pay  for  a 
full  daily  line,  on  a road  where  the  claimants  were 
bound,  and  were  paid,  to  run  at  least  two  daily 
lines  more  than  they  did  run,  yet  this  claim  was 
again  revived,  construed  to  be  within  the  solicitor’s 
jurisdiction,  and  finally  allowed,  thus  adding  more 
than  the  pay  of  a seventh  daily  four  horse  post 
coach  line  on  the  Baliimore  road. 

It  is  hence  apparent,  that  there  was  not  only  no 
“contract”  in  this  case,  but  that  Ibere  was  also  no 
“extra  service”  performed  on  this  road,  the  service 
rendered  being  much  less  than  the  contractors  were 
bound  to  perform,  and  were  paid  for  performing 
under  their  regular  contracts. 

The  remaining  portions  oft  he  award  not  executed, 
are  allowances  amounting  to  $6,893  93r  “for  inter- 
est on  current  pay  withheld.” 

On  adverting  to  the  award,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  on  this  point  it  appears  to  have  departed  from 
the  law  altogether. 

In  the  first  place,  the  act  of  congress  confers  on 
the  solicitor  power  to  adjust  and  settle  certain 
claims  for  “ extra  services”  and  not  claims  t'or  dama- 
ges or  interest  for  the  failure  of  the  department  to 
i settle  and  pay  those  claims. 
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Nothing  is  believed  to  be  better  established  in 
the  government,  than  that  an  act  of  congress,  autho- 
rising the  equitable  settlement  of  claims  for  services, 
does  not  authorise  an  allowance  for  interest,  unless 
it  be  expressly  so  stated.  Nothing  is  better  establish- 
ed in  courts  of  justice,  than  that  interest  can  not  be 
allowed  in  ordinary  transactions  before  the  liquida- 
tion of  the  amount  due,  by  a settlement  and  ad  just- 
ment of  the  accounts.  Where  that  settlement  has 
to  be  made  by  the  court,  interest  is  never  allowed 
to  commence  before  the  date  of  the  judgment.  In 
this  case,  the  solicitor  was  “ authorised  to  take  testi- 
mony,” and  actually  did  so,  to  enable  him  “to  inquire 
into  and  determine  the  equity”  of  the  claims  for  extra 
services;  and  he  was  directed,  “upon  a full  exami- 
nation of  all  the  evidence.”  “to  settle  and  adjust” 
those  claims,  and  “to  make  to  them  such,  alloiv- 
ances  therefor  as  may  seem  right,  according  to  the 
principles  of  equity.”  The  claims,  therefore,  were 
yet  to  be  liquidated,  and  the  solicitor  had  no  authori- 
ty by  the  special  act,  and  no  color  of  authority  by 
the  law  of  the  land  regulating  the  adjustment  of  pri- 
vate accounts,  to  make  an  allowance  for  interest. 

The  award  does  not  even  profess  to  make  an  al- 
lowance of  in’erest  upon  the  claims  liquidated  but 
“upon  the  current  pay  withheld.”  How  any  right- 
ful jurisdiction  could  be  obtained  over  matters  not 
even  mentioned  in  the  act  from  which  the  solicitor 
derived  all  liis  power,  it  is  not  easy  to  perceive. 
There  were  numerous  contractors  from  whom  cur-, 
rent  pay  was  withheld  about  that  time,  from  the 
inability  of  the  department  to  meet  all  demands 
against  it.  As  well  might  the  solicitor  have  assum- 
ed jurisdiction,  under  the  act  in  question,  to  allow 
them  all  interest,  as  to  allow  it  to  Messrs.  Stockton 
and  Stokes.  The  withholding  of  current  pay,  or 
the  cause  of  it,  or  the  consequences  of  it,  were  mat- 
ters with  which  be  bad  nothing  to  do.  He  was 
authorised  only  to  “settle  and  adjust”  the  claims  of 
the  parties  before  him  for  “extra  sendees,”  not 
claims  for  damages  or  interest  for  withholding  cur- 
rent pay.  - 

But  if  he  had  authority  to  allow  interest  “on  cur- 
rent pay  withheld,”  a portion  of  the  allowance 
made  by  him  would  still  be  illegal.  The  allowance 
is  made  to  commence  from  the  end  of  the  first- 
month  aftpr  the  close  of  each  quarter;  whereas,  by 
the  express  terms  of  the  contracts,  the  department  had 
tlie  whole  of  the  second  month  in  which  to  pay  its 
quarterly  dups  to  contractors.  The  clause  in  the 
contracts  relative  to  payments,  is  in  the  following 
words,  viz: 

“The  said  postmaster  general  covenants  with  the 
said  contractors  to  pav  as  aforesaid,  for  the  carriage 
of  the  mail  as  aforesaid,  it  the  rate  aforementioned, 
quarterly,  in  the  months  of  May,  August,  November 
and  February.” 

It  is  obvious  that  if  the  postmaster  general  pays 
at  any  time  within  those  months,  he  fulfils  his  con- 
tract; and  that  upon  no  principle  which  has  been  re- 
cognized even  in  private  transactions,  would  he  be 
bound  to  pay  interest  on  the  quarterly  dues  with- 
held, until  the  first  days  of  June,  September,,  De- 
cember and  March.  Yet  has  interest  been  I 
neonslv  allowed  from  the  first  days  of  May,  Aug**,” 
November,  and  February,  in  opposition  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  settled  law  in  ail  such  cases. 

Again:  the  contractors  had  been  largely  overpaid, 
almost  every  quarter  of  their  contract  service;  and 
notwithstanding  the  entry  to  their  credit  of  more 
than  $(122,000  of  new  allowances  in  the  spring  of 
1S35.  were  still  overpaid,  more  than  $8,000.  Of 
that  fact  nod-notice  has  been  taken,  but  interest  has 
been  allow  ed  on  the  current  pav  withheld  to  balance 
this  $8,000,  as  well  as  the  $12?, 000  suspended  from 
the  contractors’  credit.  It  is  too  obvious  to  need 
illustration,  that  the  only  lawful  claim  to  interest, 
as  far  at  least  as  that  sum  was  concerned,  xvaswith  the 
department,  rind  not  with  the  contractors. 

From  these  considerations,  it  will  be  perceived  , 
that  the  whole  allowance  for  interest  is  illegal,  and 
thatsome  parts  of  it  are  illegal  on  more  grounds  than 
one. 

A more  'extraordinary  case  than  tiles'1  facts  pre- 
sent, can  scarcely  be  found  in  history  of  this  or  any 
other  government. 

The  accepted  annual  pay  on  the  Wheeling  routes, 
was  $4,550,  which  was  in  fifteen  months  run  up  to 
$38,503.  It  was  then  cut  down  bv  the  retrench- 
ments, to  $21,916;  but  now  it  is  run  up  to  $57,762, 
sweeping  back  to  June  1,  1832,  and  attempted  to 
be  forced  up  to  December  31,1835!  The  original 
pay  would  have  produced  in  tour  years  eighteen 
thousand,  two  hundred  dollars;  the  improved  nav 
produces  TWO  HUNDRED  THIRTY-ONE 
THOUSAND  FORTY-EIGHT  DOLLARS,  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  which  the 
contractors  have  actually  received.! 

Whether  any  equivalent  service  has  been  render- 
ed, the  public  may  be  able  to  judg  by  the  preced- 
ing narrative. 


The  accepted  annual  pay  on  the  Philadelphia 
routes,  and  those  connected  witli  them,  was  $14,500. 
It  was  immediately  run  up  to  $34,050,  besides  an 
extra  of  $3,150  for  an  “express  mail”  on  the  Lan- 
caster road.  This  extra  was  retrenched  in  1S34, 
but  the  other  improved  compensation  was  not  touch- 
ed. Now,  $16,200  is  added  in  one  year,  $18,000 
in  another,  $9,100  for  extras,  covering  about  three 
years,  besides  other  items.  The  original  pay  on 
all  these  combined  routes  would  have  produced,  in- 
cluding the  Baltimore  and  Washington  mail,  sixty- 
five  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  in  four  years;  the 
improved  pay  and  allowances  produce  upwards  of 
ONE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY  THOUSAND  ■ 
DOLLARS,  more  than  one  hundred  and  seventy ; 
thousand  of  which  the  contractors  have  actually  re-| 
eeived!  * 

Whether  Ihey  ever  rendered  more  service  than’ 
was  offered  in  their  first  proposifioti  lor  $14,500  per 
year,  the  public  will  now  be  able  to  judge. 

Of  these  sums,  the’  committees  of  congress  had 
no  knowledge  of  a single  item  in  the  solicitor’s 
award,  making  tin  the  aggregate  of  ONE  HUN- 
DRED SIXTY-ONE  THOUSAND  FIVE  HUN- 
DRED SEVENTY-THREE  DOLLARS  NINE- 
TY-THREE CENTS,  although  their  investiga- 
tions covered  the  same  contracts,  the  same  services 
and  three-fourths  of  the  same  lime. 

Under  the  liberal  construction  of  the  law  admit- 
ted by  the  postmaster  general,  he  has  paid  one  hun- 
dred twenty-two  thousand  one  hundred  one  dollars 
forty-six  cents  of  this  sum,  being  EVERY  DOL- 
LAR which  was  known  to  be  claimed  which  the 
contractors  applied  to  congress  for  relief,  and  which 
formed  the  subject  of  that  application. 

The  remaining  $39, 472-  47  he  believed  to  be  al- 
lowed, not  only  without  consideration,  but  without 
authority  of  law;  and  he  was  unwilling  to  pay.  for 
nothing,  so  large  a sum  of  the  public  money,  which 
ought  to  be  applied  to  the  improvement  of  the  mail 
service,  unless  it  were  required  of  him  by  the  clear 
and  unequivocal  mandate  of  the  law.  But  lie  has 
always -said,  as  he  does  now,  that  when  congress, 
upon  a full  knowledge  of  the  facts,  decide  by  a 
joint  resolution  or  amendatory  act,  that  this  money 
ought  togbe  paid,  he  will  cheefully  bow  to  that  de- 
cision. He  has  only  asked  that  the  matter  be  re- 
ferred back  to  them;  (hat  they  be  put  in  possession 
of  the  facts  of  the  case;  and  that  they  be  requested 
to  revise  and  explain  their  oxen  law.  And  what  pos- 
sible objection  can  there  be  to  such  a course?  Did 
any  one  fear  an  exposition  of  the  facts  before  con- 
gress and  the  nation?  If  so,  that  one  was  not  the 
postmaster  general. 

But  he  would  gladly  have  been  spared  this  ex- 
position before  the  public,  and  has  consented  to  it 
with  great  reluctance.  He  has  no  ill  will  towards 
the  claimants,  who  are  'still  faithful  and  efficient 
servants  of  the  department.  But  they  have  pressed 
their  claims  in  the  wrong  tribunal,  and  have  caused 
him,  however  unintentionally  on  -their  part,  to  be 
held  up  before  the  public  as  a tyrant,  exercising 
hi=  official  power  to  oppress  his  fellow  citizens,  in 
defiance  ol  jaw.  and  in  derogation  of  right.  Know- 
ring  that  his  object  is  to  obey  the  law,  to  do  justice 
and  re%ist  wrong,  be  has  no  mode  of  vindicating 
hirnself  before  his  countrymen,  but  b_y  suffering 
them  to  be  pul  in  possession  of  the  facts,  and  the 
laws  which  have  constituted  his  guide.  Instead  of 
using  his  power  to  oppress,  lie  has  been  struggling  do 
prevent  a great  public  wrong,  against  power,  against 
influence,  against  a weight  of  uninformed  opinion, 
against  almost  every  consideration  which  could  in- 
fluence or  intimidate  a public  man,  except  one — and 
that  one  is  an  inward  consciousness  of  duty  and  right. 

LETTER  FROM  VIRGIL  IIAXCY,  ESq.  LATE  SOLI- 
CITOR OF  THE  TREASURY. 

Washington,  June  23,  1837. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Globe; 

S;»:  I have  just  read  in  the  Globe  of  last  night 
“an  exposition  of  Hie  grounds  on  which  thp  post- 
master general  declined  executing  a part  of  the 
award  of  th?  solicitor  of  the  treasury  in  favor  of 
Messrs.  Stockton  and  Stokes,  and  others.” 

The  nature  of  that  exposition,  which  is  similar 
in  substance  to  a report  made  by  the  same  officer 
to  the  late  president  of  the  United  States,  compels 
me  to  ask  you  to  publish  such  parts  as  are  now 
called  for  of  my  reply  to  that  report,  made  also  to 
the  late  president,  and  sent  with  it  to  the  senate  of 
the  United  States,  at  its  late  session.  My  reply 
embraces,  as  far  as  I can  judge  from  a hasty  perusal 
of  the  “exposition.”  a full  answer  to  it.  Whether 
this  be  so  or  not,  however.  I am  perfectly  willing 
to  leave  to  the  decision  of  the  public,  to  whom  the 
postmaster  general  has  thought  proper  to  make  an 
apn^al  frnpq  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  who 
were  satisfied  with  ik 

I do  not  conceive  it  necessary  to  add  any  thing 
to  that  reply,  upon  the  merits  of  the  award;  but. 


as  the  postmaster  general  begins  his  exposition  with 
a declaration  that  “the  reason  why  he  refused  to 
execute  a part  of  the  award  of  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury  in  favor  of  Messrs.  Stockton  and  Stokes, 
and  others,  was,  that  in  that  awartl,  the  solicitor  of 
th?  treasury  had  allowed  claims  which  he  was  not 
authorised  to  allow  by  the  act  of  congress  from 
which  he  derived  his  authority,”  it  is  proper  that  I 
should  state,  that  when  he  denied  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  solicitor  over  claims  presented  for  services 
between  the  1st  of  April  and  31st  December,  IS35, 

I referred  the  question  to  the  attorney  general  of 
the  United  States,  and  hesustained  my  jurisdiction. 

As,  notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  the  attorney 
general  the  postmaster  general  refused  to  pay  a part 
of  the  award,  the  claimants  thought  proper  to  seek 
redress  by  petition  to  congress.  Their  petition 
"was  referred  to  the  judiciary  committee  of  the  se- 
nate, who,  after  examining  the  case,  say  that  they 
“have  not  discovered  that  any  allowance  has  been 
made  by  the  solicitor  except  in  cases  falling  within 
bis  jurisdiction;”  and  that  “the  conclusion  at  which 
they  him  arrived  is,  that  the  whole  amount  decided 
to  be  due  and  owing  to  the  petitioners,  by  the  soli- 
citor of  the  treasury,  ought  to  ho  paid  out  of  the 
funds  o!  the  post  office  department,  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  act  entitled  an  ‘act  for  the  relief  of 
Williaan  B.  Stokes,  Richard  C.  Stockton,  Lucius 
W.  Stockton  and  Daniel  Moor?;’  and  that  no  fur- 
ther action  of  congress  is  necessary.” 

Hearing  that  this  was  the  result  at  which  the  com- 
mittee had  arrived  after  a careful  examination,  the 
postmaster  general  applied  to  them  to  be  heard 
against  the  jurisdiction  of  the  solicitor,  &c.  before 
they  made  their  report.  This  they  decline,  and  in- 
form him  that  had  any  doubt  existed  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  act,  “resort  would  have  been  had  to 
the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States,  who  was 
the  proper  officer  to  be  applied  to,  where  the  legal 
interpretation  or  construction  of  an  act  gI"  congress 
may  be  required.”  They  then  make  their  report  to 
the  senate,  and  conclude  by  recommending  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

“Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  is  fully 
warranted  in  paying,  and  ought  to  pay,  to  William 
B.  Stokes  and  others,  respectively,  the  full  amount 
of  the  award  of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury.” 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  postmaster  general  per- 
severesin  his  opposition,  and  makes  a report  against 
the  award  of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  substan- 
tially the  same  with  the  “exposition”  in  tho 
Globe  of  yesterday,  to  the  president,  and  requests 
him  to  send  it  to  congress,  whose  further  action, 

(the  law  already  passed  having  clearly  and  ex- 
plicitly pointed  out  his  duty),  the  committee  of  the 
senate  had  already  reported  to  be  unnecessary. 

The  president,  before  complying  with  his  re- 
quest, had  sent  this  report  to  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury  for  his  comments,  which  are  contained  in 
the  reply  now  sent  you  for  publication.  Both  the 
report  and  the  reply,  with  remarks  on  the  latter  by 
the  postmaster  general,  were  afterwards  transmit- 
ted by  the  president  to  the  senate,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  who  re-examined 
the  whole  matter;  and  having  deliberately  consider- 
ed the  objections  of  the  postmaster  general  to  the 
solicitor’s  award,  conclude  their  second  report  by 
saying  that  “they  had  considered  the  documents 
communicated,  and  cannot  discover  any  cause  for 
changing  their  opinion  upon  any  ol'  the  principles 
advanced  in  their  former  report  upon  this  subject, 
nor  the  correctness  of  their  application  to  this  case. 
They  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution heretofore  reported  bv  the  committee.” 
That  resolution,  which  ...is  above  recited,  was  two 
or  three  Hays  afterwards  taken  up  in  the  senate, 
and  adopted  without  a dissenting  voice. 

Notwithstanding  the  above  mentioned  opinion  of 
the  attorney  general,  sustaining  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  solicitor — notwithstanding  both  the  reports  of 
the  committee  of  the  senate,  composed  almost  on-  v| 
tihely  of  eminent  lawyers,  in  favor  of  bis  award,  and 
notwithstanding,  afterwards,  the  unanimous  adop- 
tion bv  the  seriate  of  the  resolution  declaring  that 
“he  ought  to  pay  the  full  amount  of  that  award,” 
the  postmaster  genera!  still  sets  up  his  own  opinion 
against  all  these  high  authorities,  declines  the  fulfil- 
ment of  an  existing  law,  (the  existence  of  w hich 
rendered,  in  lhe  opinion  of  the  judiciary  committee 
of  the  senate,  the  “further  action  of  congress  unne- 
cessary”), and  has  now  appealed  to  the  tribunal  of 
public  opinion,  and  laid  before  it  the  reasons  of  his 
conduct.  With  the  above  brief  statement  I submit 
my  reasons  also,  which  are  contained  in  a letter  to 
the  late  president  of  the  United  States,  which  I now 
send  you,  and  cheerfully  await  the  decision  of  that 
tribunal.  T am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  MAXCY.  late  solicitor  of  the  treasury. 

[The  report  alluded  to  by  Mr.  JVfaxcy  shall  have 
a place  ir.  the  next  number  of  the  “Register.”] 
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The  ex-president  and  judge  White.  Wc 
have  given  up  a large  portion  of  this  sheet  to  the  tes- 
timony of  judge  While  submitted  to  the  committee 
on  the  executive  departments  in  February  last,  and 
the  reply  thereto  of  the  ex-president  of  the  United 
States,  published  in  the  Nashville  Union  of  the  13th 
ult.  By  this  arrangement  the  accuser  and  the  ac- 
cused are  placed  fairly  before  our  readers;  ‘who,  if 
they  have  ceased  to  feel  any  immediate  interest 
in  the  subject,  will  yet  find  the  papers  to  be  an  im- 
portant chapter  in  the  history  of  past  times. 

The  mandamus.  Mr.  Johnson  concluded  his 
argument  in  favor  of  the  mandamus  on  Friday  the 
37  th  ult.  at  about  li  ill'  past  -t  o’clock,  when  the  court 
a Mourned.  Tile  opinion  of  the  court  lias  not  been 
pronounced. 

We  have  not  room,  this  week,  for  the  extracts  from 
Mr.  Maxcy’s  letter  to  the  president,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Kendall’s  report  on  tha  award  in  favor  of  Stockton 
and  Stokes,  but  will  publish  them  in  our  next  with 
a letter  from  Mr.  Kendall  in  reply  to  Mr.  Maxcy’s 
letter  to  the  editor  of  the  “Globe”  published  in  our 
last,  and  the  rejoinder  of  the  last  named  gentleman; 
all  of  which  are  essential  to  a full  understanding  of 
the  points  in  dispute. 

New  York.  The  Albany  “Argus”  of  Saturday 
last  contains  the  address  of  the  general  republican 
committee  of  that  city  to  the  party  throughout  the 
state.  The  Argus  says — “It  expresses  the  views 
of  that  highly  respectable  body  on  subjects  of  en- 
grossing interest  at  the  pres.-nt  moment,  and  as 
such,  as  well  as  from  its  matter  and  manner,  will 
command  the  attention  of  the  democracy.  It  pre- 
sents a brief  and  just  view  of  the  causes  of  existing 
embarrassments.  It  maintains,  in  a proper  spirit, 
and  to  a proper  extent,  onr  credit  system — repudi- 
ating the  idea  of  an  exclusive  metallic  currency. — - 
In  these  and  other  respects,  the  views  of  the  com- 
mittee, we  doubt  nol,  will  commend  themselves  to 
the  good  sense  of  the  democracy,  which,  through 
its  whole  history,  has  avoided  the  extremes  of  fede- 
ralism on  the  one  hand,  and  radicalism  on  the  other. 
On  this  ground,  we  venture  to  predict,  the  republi- 
can party  will  be  united,  as  heretofore,  and  by  ob- 
serving its  original  land  marks,  and  adhering  to  its 
old  and  approved  doctrines,  will  maintain  its  ascen- 
dancy in  the  state  and  union.” 

We  will  endeavor  to  find  room  for  a portion  of 
the  address  in  the  next  “Register.”  The  follow- 
ing paragraph,  however,  is  particularly  interesting 
just  now: 

“One  of  the  devices  to  which  onr  opponents  have 
resorted,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  discord,  is 
that  of  charging  the  national  and  state  administra- 
tions with  a design  to  abolish  all  credits,  and  get  up 
an  exclusive  metallic  currency. ' We  hazard  nothing 
in  saying  that  this  story,  in  ail  its  branches,  is  en- 
tirely destitute  of  foundation.  It  was  a favorite 
measure  with  general  Jackson,  and  we  doubt  not  it 
also  is  with  Mr.  Van  Bureri,  to  suppress  small  notes 
and  infuse  a larger  amount  of  specie  into  our  circu- 
lating medium;  but  (hey  never  entertained  the  vi- 
sionary' project  of  an  exclusive  metallic  currency. 
The  thing  is  absolutely  Impracticable,  from  the 
wantpf  a sufficient  amount  of  the  precious  metals, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  inconvenience,  expense  and 
hazard  of  transporting  specie  from  one  part  of  the 
country  to  another  in  making  large  payments. — 
And  as  for  abolishing  credits,  the  charge  is  quite 
too  gross  to  secure  belief  in  any  quarter.  Before 
any  government  can  abolish  credits,  it  must  not 
only  annihilate  trade  and  commerce,  hut  uncivilize 
the  people,  and  destroy  all  confidence  between  man 
and  man.” 

* 

From  Florida.  The  news  from  Florida  re- 
ceived since  our  last  advices  has  changed  the  peace- 
ful aspect  which  they  presented;  lor,  according  to 
the  Savannah  Georgian  of  the  29th  ult.  a gentleman 
had  arrived  at  that  city  direct  from  Jacksonville, 
who  states  that  a report  prevailed  there  that  Sam 
Jones  and  Fomier,  who,  it  is  said,  are  now  at  the 
head  of  the  Micasukies,  held  a council  recently 
near  Lake  Monroe,  and  condemned  Micanopy  to 
death,  for  having  signed  thelreaty  with  g en.Jesup; 
and  that  Mieanony  was,  in  pursuance  of  the  sen- 
tence. hewed  to  pieces  by  the  savages. 
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Tiie  sub-chiefs,  Cloud,  Alligator,  Tigertail  and 
Wild  Cat  had  all  been  deprived  of  their  rank,  for 
signing  the  treaty,  and  reduced  to  common  war- 
riors. 

We  learn  also  that  a party  of  seven  Indians  had 
visited  the  plantations  of  Messrs.  Clark  and  Rol- 
lins, within  seven  miles  of  Newnansville,  and  com- 
menced cutting  down  the  crops  of  those  gentle- 
men, who,  being  there  alone,  (their  families  being 
fortunately  absent),  immediately  proceeded  to  New- 
nansville. 

We  tear  that  tills  is  but  the  prelude  to  another  dis- 
astrous summer  to  be  encountered  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  suffering  Florida. 

Fort  Mellon  has  been  abandoned  on  account  of 
the  unhealthiness  of  the  post.  Col.  Harney  who 
commanded  there  had  arrived  at  St.  Augustine  with 
his  command  of  about  400  dragoons  who  are  station- 
ed at  Fort  Marion.  Coa-coochey  (Philip’s  son), 
was  at  Fort  Mellon  when  col.  Harney  lelt,  with 
about  twenty  Indians.  They  expressed  the  most 
pacific  intentions  if  the  whites  did  not  molest  them, 
and  promised  not  to  burn  the  fort.  They  also  ex- 
pressed a desire  to  visit  col.  Harney  in  St.  Augus- 
tine. 

A rumor  was  circulated  at  St.  Augustine  that 
the  Asiatic  cholera  prevailed  at  Fort  Mellon — but 
from  an  extract  of  a report  made  by  assistant  sur- 
geon Lamb  io  gen.  Armstrong,  it  appears  that  the 
disease  was  of  a purely  local  origin,  dependant  on 
a peculiar  combination  of  causes  existing  at  that 
place,  viz:  a sudden  and  continual  falling  of  the 
waters  of  the  lake,  thereby  exposing  an  extensive 
surface  of  putrid  and  partially  decomposed  vegeta- 
ble matter  to  the  influence  of  a high  degree  ot 
temperature,  the  thermometer  then  raging  from  85 
to  94  degress  of  Fahrenheit.  In  consequence  of  a 
heavy  fall  of  rain  all  traces  of  the  disease  had  dis- 
appeared, and  there  was  not  the  slightest  indica- 
tion of  its  return. 

The  Tallahassee  Floridian  of  the  17th  ult.  says— 
A report  has  been  circulated  in  this  city  a day  or 
two  past,  that  the  troops  under  command  of  col. 
Brown  have  had  an  engagement  with  the  Indians 
in  Washington  county,  in  which  twenty  of  the  In- 
dians were  killed,  and  the  same  number  taken 
prisoners,  without  any  loss  on  the  part  of  the  troops. 
If  this  report  is  true,  and  we  consider  our  authority 
good,  it  is  most  certainly  the  best  fight  which  has 
been  made  during  the  war.  We  sincerely  ho:.- 
this  news  may  prove  correct. 

A confirmation  of  the  report  of  the  murder  of 
Micanopy  had  been  received  at  St.  Augustine,  aud 
was  considered  a decided  evidence  of  the  continued 
hostility  of  the  Indians,  and  their  determination  not 
to  go  otf  until  entirely  subdued. 

The  St,  Augustine  Herald  of  the  22d  ult.  states 
that  ground  has  been  planted  in  Alachua  and  Co- 
lumbia counties  the  past  season,  sufficient  to  yield 
100,000  bushels  of  corn;  but  the  “sowers  will  not  be 
the  reapers,”  and  they  who  planted  will  not  be  per- 
mitted to  harvest.  This  will  all  be  abandoned  to 
the  enemy,  together  with  many  cattle  and  horses. 
About  10,000  head  of  cattle  are  now  on  the  big 
prairie  at  Alachua,  and  lately  about  300  head  of 
horses  condemned  by  the  United  States  and  sold  have 
been  turned  loose  there  ts i recruit.  It  is  hard  thus 
to  be  compelled  to  abandon  our  homes,  our  all,  our 
living. 

On  Tuesday  last  captain  Drane’s  company  of 
mounted  artillery,  went  out  on  a scouting  expedi- 
tion in  the  neighborhood  of  this  city.  The)'  pro- 
ceeded as  far  as  Hewlett’s  mill,  about  IS  miles  south 
of  us,  and  returning  making  a circuit  to  the  west 
about  50  miles.  No  signs  were  discovered  of  any 
Indians. 

Three  negroes  belonging  to  Z.  Kingsley,  esq.  ar- 
rived at  Picolata  yesterday,  from  Drayton  island, 
near  lake  George,  who  report  that  they  saw  Indian 
fires  all  around  them,  and  that  they  left  from  fear  of 
capture.  It  is  feared  that  the  remainder,  17  in 
number,  have  been  captured  by  the  Indians,  as 
they  have  not  been  since  heard  of.  Mr.  Kingsley 
re-established  his  plantation  soon  after  the  capitula- 
tion of  the  Indians, 

Death  of  Nathaniel  Macon.  From  the  Rich- 
mond Enquirer.  The  Warrenton,  N.  C.  Reporter 
of  Saturday  last,  comes  shrouded  in  mourning  for 
the  death  of  one  of  the  most  virtuous  and  illustrious 


men,  who  graced  our  country.  The  Reporter  an- 
nounces the  melancholy  intelligence  in  the  follow- 
ing simple  terms: 

“It  is  with  feelings  of  deep  regret  we  have  to  an- 
nounce the  death  of  the  hon.  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con He  deparfed  this  life  at  his  residence  in  this 
county,  on  Thursday  morning  last,  the  29th  of 
June,  in  the  83d  year  of  his  age.” 

The  whole  nation  will  sincerely  share  in  this 
deep  regret.  Mr.  Macon  was  one  of  those  patriots 
who  fill  a vast  space  in  the  nation’s  eye.  He  was 
a long  time  a member  of  congress  from  the  state 
of  North  Carolinia.  He  was  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives in  the  trying  crisis  of  ’9S-99-r«#ml  for 
many  years  afterwards.  He  was  once  speaker  of 
the  house — and  he  subsequently  served  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  senate  of  the  United  States.  At  all  times 
he  was  the  firm  republican — the  pure  patriot — the 
excellent  citizen — the  honest  man.  No  one  ever 
more  completely  realized  the  elevated  character  of 
the  Roman  poet,  “Justum  et  tenacem  propositi  vi- 
rum.”  But  we  forbear — we  leave  it  to  abler  pens 
to  do  justice  to  Nathaniel  Macon. 

He  was  the  bosom  friend  of  Jefferson  and  of 
Madison — no  one  was  more  devoted  to  him,  than 
John  Randolph — no  one  had  formed  a loftier  opi- 
nion of  him,  than  he  did  upon  the  most  intimate  ac- 
quaintance. In  the  paper  which  he  wrote  for  his 
last  will  in  January,  1832,  he  leaves  the  following 
memorable  tribute  in  honor  of  his  friend: 

“To  Nathaniel  Macon  I give  and  bequeath  my 
oldest  high  silver  candlesticks,  my  silver  punch 
ladle  with  whalebone  handle,  a pair  of  silver  cans 
with  handles,  and  my  crest  engraved  thereon,  my 
hard  metal  dishes  that  have  my  crest  of  J.  R.  in  old 
English  letters  engraved  thereon,  also  the  plates 
with  the  same  engraving,  the  choice  of  four  of  my 
best  young  mares  and  geldings,  and  the  gold  watch 
by  Roskcll,  that  was  Tudor’s,  with  the  gold  chain; 
and  may  every  blessing  attend  him,  the  best  and 
purest  and  wisest  man  that  I ever  knew.” 

North  eastern  boundary.  The  following  or- 
der has  been  issued  by  the  governor  of  Maine. 

State  of  Maine,  head  quarters, 

Jlugusta,  June  27,  1837, 
GENERAL  ORDER,  NO.  57. 

Fellow  soldiers:  The  soil  of  our  state  has  been 
iniaded!  One  of  our  citizens,  while  in  the  per- 
formance of  duty  required  by  law,  was  arrested 
within  the  territory  of  Maine,  and  carried  to  an 
adjacent  foreign  province,  where  he  now  remains 
incarcerated  within  the  walls  of  a prison.  This 
is  but  a repetition  of  former  acts  of  injustice,  com- 
mitted against  our  border  inhabitants,  by  officers 
acting  under  the  authority  of  the  British  provinces 
of  New  Brunswick. 

The  integrity  of  the  state  must  be  preserved. 
Maine  looks  to  the  general  government  for  redress. 

Our  citizens  must  be  secure  within  our  limits, 
and  it  may  he  found  necessary  to  bring  forth  military 
power  to  give  that  protection  to  which  they  are 
entitled. 

The  commander-in-chief  therefore  calls  upon  the 
militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  obey  such 
orders  as  the  security  of  our  citizens  and  the  honor 
of  the  state  may  require.  By  the  commander-in- 
chief.  A.  B.  Thompson,  adjutant  general. 

The  General  Urrea.  The  Pensacola  Gazette 
of  June  24th  states  that  the  Gen.  Urrea,  the  Mexi- 
can brig  of  war,  has  been  set  at  liberty,  and  has 
proceeded  on  her  return  to  the  navy  ofher  country. 
She  declined  hoisting  her  colors  until  she  should  ho 
able  to  communicate  with  her  government. 

From  England.  London  papers  to  the  2<5!h 
and  Liverpool  papers  to  the  27th  of  May  have  been 
received  at  Boston.  Their  contents  are  unimportant. 

The  London  Times  of  the  25th,  says — “The 
abundance  of  money  at  the  stock  exchange  induces 
the  apprehension  that  we  may  have  a new  influx 
of  foreign  securities,  and  the  exchanges  once  more 
turned  against  us.  The  remedy  is  easy  and  obvious 
enough,  but  it  is  not  easy  to  induce  those  who  have 
the  power  to  apply  it.  The  hank  should  bring  the 
dead  weight  to  market.  This  is  so  clear  a poiiq/, 
under  the  present  circumstances,  that  were  the  ii- 
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rectors  not  deterred  by  the  paramount  consideration 
with  them,  of  keeping  up  the  amount  of  the  divi- 
dend, there  could  be  no  doubt  of  their  willingness 
to  resort  to  it  without  delay,  especially  bound  as 
they  are  to  give  all  the  assistance  that  may  be  re- 
quired to  the  American  houses. 

They  cannot  make  money  scarce  by  any  arrange- 
n *nt  out  of  doors,  that  would  not  be  a breach  of 
such  implied  engagements  on  their  part,  and  they 
could  not  reach  the  stock  exchange  by  any  other 
process  whatever  than  that  of  selling  the  public  se- 
curities. At  a fair  price,  the  dead  weight  annuity 
would  find  ready  purchasers,  and  its  introduction 
would  check  at  once  the  influx  of  foreign  stock, 
probably  in  some  degree  of  American  bank  paper.” 

Letters  from  Liverpool  speak  rather  more  favora- 
bly of  the  state  of  business  there.  Some  tolerably 
large  sales  of  cotton  had  taken  place,  chiefly  of 
American  descriptions,  and  at  previous  quotations; 
but  they  observe  that,  without  some  improvement 
in  the  prices  of  cotton,  the  large  holders  will  experi- 
ence considerable  difficulty  in  meeting  their  obliga- 
tions. 

Consols  closed  at  91  1-4  sellers,  and  for  July  ac- 
count 91.3-8  to  1-2.  Exchequer  bills  left  off  firm  at 
34s  a 36  s premium. 

The  state  ball,  at  St.  James  palace,  in  honor  of 
the  princess  Victoria’s  birth-day,  took  place  on  the 
24tb,  but  neither  the  king  nor  queen  were  able  to 
attend.  The  health  of  the  king  was  improving. 

The  French  papers  were  much  occupied  with 
the  preparations  for  the  approaching  marriage  of 
the  duke  of  Orleans.  The  intended  bride  had  ar- 
rived at  Potzdam  on  the  16th,  where  she  was  re- 
ceived by  the  king  of  Prussia,  with  expressions  of 
much  satisfaction  at  her  union  with  the  royal  fami- 
ly of  France. 

Pennsylvania.  The  following  is  the  official 
statement  of  the  election  held  on  Thursday,  the 
29th  ult.  in  the  third  congressional  district  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  a member  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  United  States  in  place 
of  Mr.  Harper,  deceased: 


The  names  of  Townships. 

Naylor. 

Whig. 

Ingersoll. 
V.  Buren. 

Totals. 

Incorporated  Nor.  Liberties, 

2,356 

1,853 

4,209 

Spring  Garden, 

1,525 

1.064 

2.589 

Kensington, 

715 

1,328 

2,043 

Unincorporated  Nor.  Liber’s, 

100 

232 

332 

Oxford, 

228 

198 

42S 

Lower. Dublin,  By  berry  and 
Moreland, 

268 

266 

534 

5,192 

4,941 

10,133 

Charles  Naylor,  the  whig  candidate,  is  elected  by 
a majority  of  251  votes. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  the  defeated  candidate,  has  pub- 
lished the  following  address 

To  the  democrats  of  the  third  congressional  district 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Fellow  citizens  and  friends: 

To  the  many  requests  I received  by  numerous 
letters  at  Harrisburg  to  become  your  candidate  for 
congress  my  answer  was,  that  I did  not  feel  at  li- 
berty to  decline  such  a contest  in  the  present  crisis, 
any  more  than  I would  to  refuse  turning  out  to  de- 
fend my  country  if  invaded  by  enemies.  " Accepting, 
therefore,  the  unsought  and  perilous  nomination,  I 
left  other  duties  to  attend  the  canvass  as  a duty, 
and  you  will  say  that  I went  through  it  with  unin- 
termitting, unblenching,  and  unflinching  constancy, 
doing  and  bearing  every  thing  I could.  We  have 
been  defeated,  owing  to  your  confidence,  which 
from  first  to  last  I never  felt,  and  to  the  superior 
means  and  method  of  our  opponents.  I have  taken 
all  occasious  for  some  time  to  warn  the  democracy 
of  numbers,  that  a long  and  desperate  struggle  is  to 
rage  with  the  upstart  aristocracy  of  paper  money, 
privilege  antimonopoly.  Yesterday’s  special  elec- 
tion was  but  a skirmish  to  bring  on  the  general  en- 
gagement, which  will  be  fought  with  unexampled 
fury  between  the  antagonist  principles  and  parties, 
never  to  cease  till  either  the  sovereignty  of  the  peo- 
ple is  established,  or  the  predominance  of  the  vul- 
gar aristocracy  is  made  part  and  lot  of  American 
republicanism.  In  the  first  set  to,  you  put  me  for- 
ward in  a conspicuous  place,  where  I endeavored  to 
do  my  best.  We  are  discomfitted,  but,  I trust,  not 
dismayed;  and  unless  prepared  for  abject  submis- 
sion, must  rally  again  this  very  day,  for  further, 
much  severer  and  continual  conflict,  throughout 
which  I will  serve  as  a private,  as  faithfully,  active- 
ly, and  cordially  as  in  any  more  commanding  sta- 
tion. Although  beaten,  we  are  united — never  was 


the  democracy  of  Pennsylvania  more  so,  or  more  in 
need  of  being  so.  I return  heartfelt  thanks  to  that 
of  the  third  district  for  their  whole  vote  and  most 
noble  stand.  My  own  little  township  honored  me 
with  a larger  democratic  majority  than  ever  was 
given  before,  and  it  is  no  small  consolation  to  know 
that  my  immediate  neighbors,  almost  to  a man, 
polled  their  suffrages  for  me  without  distinction  of 
party.  Thus  sustained,  my  loss  is  nothing;  while  I 
deeply  deplore  yours.  I would  infinitely  rather  fall 
with  your  principles  and  cause,  than  succeed  with 
those  you  and  I are  yet  able  and  resolved  to  contend 
with  to  the  last.  C.  J.  Ingersoll. 

Philadelphia  county,  June  30,  1837. 

Napoleon  louis  Bonaparte.  From  the  Wash- 
ington Globe  of  June  29.  We  have  received  a let- 
ter from  New  York,  communicating  a copy  of  a 
letter  from  prince  Napoleon  Louis  Bonaparte  to  the 
president,  and  saying  that  its  publication  “would 
gratify  some  of  his  (the  prince’s)  friends.”  We 
comply  with  the  request,  and  lay  before  the  public 
I the  translation  we  have  received: 

A letter  addressed  to  the  president  by  prince  Napo- 
leon Louis  Bonaparte,  previous  to  his  embarka- 
tion for  Europe. 

New  York,  June  6,  1837. 

Mr.  President:  I am  unwilling  to  leave  the  United 
Slates  without  expressing  to  your  excellency  the  re- 
gret I feel  in  departing  without  having  gone  to 
Washington  to  make  your  acquaintance.  Though 
an  ill  fated  destiny  brought  me  to  America,  I had 
counted  upon  reaping  great  benefit  in  my  new  place 
of  exile  from  the  society  of  her  distinguished  men. 
I wished  to  study  the  manners  and  institutions  of  a 
people  who  have  achieved  more  lasting  triumphs  by 
their  commerce  and  their  enterprize,  than  we,  in 
Europe,  have  gained  by  our  arms.  I had  hoped, 
under  the  guardianship  of  your  free  laws,  to  have 
travelled  over  a country  which  excites  all  my  sym- 
pathy, from  the  fact  that  its  history  and  prosperity 
are  intimately  blended  with  the  remembrance  of 
that  which  is  a glory  to  Frenchmen.  But  impera- 
tive duty  recalls  me  to  the  old  world;  my  mother 
being  dangerously  ill,  and  no  political  considera- 
tion detaining  me  here,  I go  to  England,  and  shall 
from  thence  endeavor  to  return  to  Switzerland. 

It  is  with  pleasure,  sir,  that  I enter  upon  these 
details  with  your  excellenev,  since  you  may  have 
given  credence  to  the  calumnious  surmises  respect- 
ing me  which  have  appeared  in  some  of  the  public 
journals.  Holding  you,  sir,  as  I do,  in  high  esti- 
mation, as  tile  ruler  of  a free  people,  I am  happy 
that  you  should  know,  that,  with  the  name  I bear, 
it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  depart,  for  an  instant, 
from  the  path  pointed  out  to  me  by  my  conscience, 
my  honor,  and  my  duty. 

I pray  your  excellency  to  receive  this  letter  as  a 
proof  of  my  respect  for  him  who  occupies  the  chair 
of  Washington,  and  accept  the  expression  of  my 
regard  and  distinguished  consideration. 

Napoleon  Louis  Bonaparte. 

Texas.  We  have  received  the  “Houston  Tele- 
graph” of  the  8th  June.  - It  reports  the  proceedings 
of  congress,  down  to  the  1st.  They  were  organ- 
izing their  government  in  in  its  various  branches. — 
They  were  passing  a new  land  bill — they  were 
framing  a revenue  bill,  which  fixes  the  tariff'  on  cof- 
fee at  one  cent  per  lb. — salt,  3 cents — -jewelry,  33 h 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  &c.  They  had  some  difficulty 
in  organizing  the  Red  River  collection  district — a 
motion  being  made  to  postpone  its  operation  “until 
the  boundary  line  (with  the  U.  8.)  should  be  de- 
fined.” This  proposition,  however,  was  rejected, 
and  the  title  of  the  district  was  altered  to  that  of  St. 
Augustine.  They  were  also  organizing  their  di- 
plomatic department — a bill  having  passed  the  se- 
nate ‘Tor  appointing  secretaries  of  legation  to  Eng- 
land and  France,  with  salaries  of  $'3,000  each,  and 
the  appointment  of  the  present  commissioner  to 
England  as  minister  plenipotentiary,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  a commissioner  to  France  with  ple- 
nary powers.  G.  S.  McIntosh  has  been  appointed  se- 
cretary of  legation  to  England.  The  president  of  the 
republic  had  refused  to  sanction  the  joint  resolution, 
requesting  a flag  of  truce  to  be  sent  to  Mexico. — 
In  acting  on  the  resolution  originally,  Mr.  Hor- 
ton warned  senators  how  they  passed  it;  that  it 
“might  end  in  the  destruction  of  their  navy,  and  in 
the  worse  treatment  of  those  unfortunate  citizens 
of  Texas  now  supposed  to  be  prisoners  at  Mata- 
moras.  He  stated  that  a neutral  vessel  with  a flag 
of  truce  would  be  a much  safer  and  better  mode  to 
carry  out  the  intention  of  the  resolution;  that  their 
enemy  was  a demi  savage  race,  uncivilized  and  un- 
enlightened, who  had  already  proved  their  disregard 
for  flags  of  truce  and  negociations,  by  their  con- 
duct with  this  republic  on  former  occasions.”  And 
another  resolution  was  immediately  adopted,  ad- 
vising the  president  to  suspend  the  release  of  the 


Mexican  prisoners  now  in  the  republic,  until  the 
late  of  the  Texian  prisoners,  (Wharton  and  others), 
was  ascertained. 

The  Telegraph  slates  the  arrival  of  the  Tom 
Toby  at  Galveston,  with  a “very  valuable  prize  of 
a large  fine  brig,  strongly  built  and  capable  of  being 
flitted  out  as  a man  of  war,  bearing  guns  heavier 
than  any  now  in  the  Mexican  squadron.  She 
was  captured  on  the  coast  of  Campeachy,  having 
200  tons  of  salt  on  board.  The  Tom  Toby  was 
left  in  hot  pursuit  of  two  Mexican  schooners.” — 
Many  of  Ihe  soldiers  on  furlough  were  daily  ar- 
riving at  Houston  “by  fifties” — and  the  Telegraph 
compliments  in  the  highest  terms  their  orderly  and 
peaceful  deportment.  [ Richmond  Enquirer. 

Treasury  department,  July  3,  1837.  In  com- 
pliance with  a resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  2d  of 
March  last,  notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  receipts 
for  the  month  of  May  last  were  as  ascertained  and 
estimated — 

For  customs,  about  $'9S6,650 

For  lands  877,314 


Total,  $1,863,864 

The  expenditures  during  the  same  month  amount- 
ed to  $2,728,117  96.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Letters  by'  express  mail.  From  the  “Globe.” 
The  abuses  practised  by  loading  the  express  mails 
with  useless  matter  addressed  to  the  president  and 
heads  of  departments,  and  the  serious  tax  upon  the 
contingent  funds  of  the  several  executive  offices, 
have  made  it  necessary  to  resort  to  measures  of 
prevention.  Hence  the  annexed  circular.  It  would 
be  an  improvement  on  the  system  if  the  postage 
on  all  letters,  sent  by  express,  were  required  to  be 
paid  in  advance. 

CIRCULAR 

To  postmasters  by  whom.  Ihe  express  mails  are  opened. 

Post  office  department,  June,  1337. 

By  direction  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  at  the  request  of  the  several  heads  of  depart- 
ments, you  axe  instructed  not  to  send  by  the  ex- 
press mail  any  letter  to  the  president  or  any  head 
of  department,  whether  marked  “express  mail,”  or 
not,  and  whether  directed  to  them  officially,  or  not, 
unless  the  postage  thereon  be  previously  paid.  All 
such  letters  not  paid,  you  will  send  by  the  ordinary 
mail.  Nor  will  you  send  by  express  mail,  unless 
the  postage  be  previously  paid,  any  letter  officially 
directed  to  any  other  executive  officer  at.  Washing- 
ton. If  such  letters  be  put  into  your  office  not 
paid,  you  will  send  by  the  ordinary  mail,  though 
marked  “express  mail.”  Very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  Amos  Kendall. 

July  ],  1837. 

Ordered,  That  postmasters  and  the  special  agents 
of  the  post  office  department  be  authorised,  in  cases 
of  emergency,  to  send  letters  by  express  mail  upon 
the  business  of  the  department,  to  the  postmaster 
general  and  his  three  assistants,  paying  the  postage 
thereon,  which  will  be  allowed  in  the  settlement  of 
their  accounts. 

This  order  does  not  embrace  contractors;  and 
will,  in  every  respc-ct,  be  construed  strictly. 

Opinions  of  foreigners.  The  caustic  of  ri- 
dicule is  well  applied  in  the  following  article  from 
the  Boston  Courier.  It  should,  however,  have  em- 
braced the  thin-skinned  portion  of  the  public  press, 
whose  love  of  country  is  tortured  by  the  comments 
of  foreign  travellers  upon  our  habits  and  institu- 
tions. and  think  their  endorsement  essential  to  the 
gentility  of  the  first,  and  the  republican  character 
of  the  last.  Witness  the  asperity  with  which  a 
few  stray  paragraphs  from  Miss  Martineau’s  book 
have  been  repelled!  Why,  a foreign  enemy  upon 
our  shores  could  not  have  elicited  a more  pugna- 
cious spirit  among  our  tribe;  and  we  invoke  the 
next  traveller  who  visits  us  to  set  us  down  as  the 
most  wise,  most  learned,  most  every-thing-peo- 
ple  on  earth,  and  thus  spare  the  shedding  of  so 
much  ink.  National  pride  is  essential  to  national 
honor;  but  the  former  is  not  always  at  the  bottom 
of  this  sensitiveness  about  what  travellers  think 
and  say,  but  may  be  traced  to  individual*  with 
whom  they  have  associated  while  here,  whose  self- 
love  is  wounded  because  they  do  not  reach  that  de- 
gree in  the  foreign  standard  which  they  arrogantly 
claim  among  their  fellow  citizens. 

“We  believe,  with  our  honest  conscience,  that  a 
greater  farrago  of  twaddling  fooleries  could  not  be' 
scraped  together  from  the  four  quarters  of  the 
earth,  than  what  is  offered  us  in  the  newspapers  to 
show  how  marvellously  respectable  Americans  are 
in  the  eyes  of  foreigners.  We  can  hardly  take  up 
a paper,"  without  having  some  stupendous  fudge  of 
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this  sort  thrust  in  our  taco.  The  silly  niricompoop- 
ish  things  that  are  gravely  put  forth  every  day,  in 
illustration  of  this  important  point,  almost  make 
us  ashamed  of  our  species.  We  have  seen  a good 
portion  of  a solid  column,  headed  “Americans  in 
Europe,'’  or  something  equally  ad  captandum  vul- 
gus,  all  proving  the  American  people  to  be  the 
most  wonderful  on  earth,  because  a certain  mer- 
chant in  Bishopsgate  street  was  born  in  the  United 
States.  Wc  have  seen  the  news  go  the  round  of 
all  the  journals,  that  an  American  at  Paris  rode  in 
a line  coach  with  fellows  in  red  breeches  to  wait 
upon  him,  and  that  this  equipage  was  thought  to 
beat  the  duke  of  Doddlechop’s,  a circumstance 
which  seemed  to  be  thought  highly  reputable  to 
the  nation  by  the  noodles  who  read  the  astounding 
tale.  We  remember  that  when  the  king  of  Bel- 
gium’s rail  road  was  opened,  or  his  baby  was 
c'nristened — we  forget  exictly  which — the  Ameri- 
can flag  was  hoisted  among  others,  which  our  sa- 
pient editors  did  not  fail  to  trumpet  throughout  the 
land,  from  Maine  to  Michigan,  as  a superlative 
compliment  to  our  respective  selves — overlooking, 
in  the  raptures  of  the  r glorification,  the  small  cir- 
cumstance, that  ill-:  stars  and  the  stripes  were  one 
of  a company  of  thirteen  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
other  flags,  an  1 that  in  this  respectable  company 
were  the  colors  of  H ivli  and  Ashantee,  Tunis,  Tri- 
poli, Owhyee,  th  : republic  of  Andorra,  the  Imaun 
of  Muscat,  the  king  of  Bantam,  and  the  Cuho  Sa- 
m u of  Japan,  and  that  moreover  the  American  (lag 
was  ranked  next  to  that  of  the  Dutchy  of  Olden- 
burgh,  which  is  so  pro  ligious  a territory  that  when 
the  daks  shakes  his  wig  he  powders  his  whole  em- 
pire. In  short,  the  iue.Table  silliness  of  tbe  stulr 
that  is  every  day  written  upon  this  subject  is  so  no- 
torious, that  if  the  example  of  newspapers  could 
prove  any  thing,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
proving  the  American  people  to  be  horn  idiots  with 
not  an  id:a  in  their  heads  except  that  of  their  own 
transcendental  excellence.” 

QUIET  REQUEST  AND  PROMPT  COMPLIANCE! 

The  Rochester  Democrat  thus  announces,  what 
looks  to  us  very  much  like  any  thing  but  what  the 
heading  of  this  pragraph  would  seem  to  imply,  a 
quiet  proceeding: 

“The  laborers.  The  excitement  among  our  la- 
borers continues.  About  one  hundred  and  fifty 
yesterday  proceeded  to  the  corps  of  workmen  en- 
gaged on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  at  the  head  of 
the  feeder,  and  requested  them  to  stop  work.  They 
immediately  did  so,  by  throwing  aside  their  shovels 
and  pickaxes,  and  overturning  their  wheelbarrows. 
No  violence  was  attempted.  The  request  was 
quietly  made  and  promptly  complied  with. 

“So  long  as  this  feeling  continues,  it  will  be  im- 
possible to^proc^ed  with  the  work.  There  is  a set- 
tled determination  among  the  laborers  neither  to 
comply  with  the  terms  of  the  contractors  them- 
selves, nor  to  allow  others  to  do  so.  They  cannot 
be  censured  for  refusing  to  work  fifteen  hours  for  six 
shillings!” 

Six  shillings  a day  amounts  to  $4  50  per  week. 
Now  we  know  of  instances  in  this  vicinity,  where 
laborers  gratefully  accept  $5  per  month,  with  board 
and  lodging,  and  work  hard  too. 

Certainly  no  one  has  a right  to  find  fault  with 
any  laborers  who  will  not  work  for  six  shillings  a 
day;  hut  when  “a  settled  determination”  is  an- 
nounced ia  the  newspapers,  and  not  reprehended 
either,  “not  to  allow  others  to  do  so,”  what  be- 
comes of  individual  liberty,  and  the  right  of  every 
man  to  exchange  his  own  labor  against  whatever 
lie  may  choose  to  accept  as  an  equivalent?  What 
sort  of  liberty  is  this,  and  what  sort  of  magistrates, 
that  do  not  put  a check  upon  such  “quiet”  proceed- 
ings? [New  York  American. 

Illinois.  The  following  proclamation  has  been 
issued  by  the  governor  of  this  state: 

Whereas  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
the  deposite  banks  of  the  United  States  treasury, 
will,  without  legislative  action,  prevent  tbe  state 
from  receiving  the  balance  of  its  portion  of  the 
surplus  revenue,  owing  to  a resolution  ot  the  late 
legislature  requiring  the  treasurer  to  receive  said 
funds  in  specie;  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
by  the  State  bank  of  Illinois,  in  which  near  800,000 
dollars  of  state  funds  are  deposited;  the  probable 
forfeiture  of  the  charter  of  said  bank,  owing  to  its 
supposed  inability  to  resume  and  continue  specie 
payments,  however  solvent,  while  all  other  banks  ! 
in  the  country  refuse — its  connections  by  law  with 
the  treasury,  and  works  of  internal  improvement 
by  the  state,  with  other  subjects  which  will  be  ^ 
communicated,  form,  in  mv  opinion,  a proper  oc- , 
casion  for  convening  the  legislature. 

Therefore,  in  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in 
me  by  the  constitution.  T appoint  the  second  Monday 
in  duly  next  for  the  legislature  to  meet  at  Vandalia, 


to  consider  such  subjects  as  may  be  communicated 
to  them,  and  which,  in  their  judgment,  may  be  best 
calculated  to  secure  the  public  interest. 

Done  at  Jacksonville,  the  5th  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 

[l.  s.]  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United  States  the 
sixty-first. 

Joseph  Duncan. 

By  the  governor. 

A.  P.  Field,  secretary  of  state. 

The  election  to  fill  vacancies  wall  be  held  on  Sa- 
turday, the  1st  day  of  July  next. 

Items  about  the  times  and  the  curren- 
cy, &c.  The  United  States  bank  has  declared  a 
dividend  of  four  per  cent,  for  the  last  six  months. 

United  States  bank  stock  was  sold  in  Philadel- 
phia on  the  3d  i list,  at  $109,  dividend  off. 

The  Commercial  bank  was  under  protest  yester- 
day on  some  5 or  G bills  of  a hundred  dollars,  pre- 
sented at  the  counter  for  specie,  and  proiested  on 
refusal.  [Mew  Orleans  American. 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  ( Washington) . We  un- 
derstand, from  good  authority,  that  the  Bank  of  the 
Metropolis,  late  the  depnsite  bank  in  this  city,  has 
paid  the  whole  of  its  debt  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  except  a mere  trifle,  which  will  be 
extinguished  in  a few  days  time.  Also  that  she 
has  reduced  her  discount  line  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  since  February  last;  and  her  circula- 
tion nearly  to  one-third  of  what  it  was  a few 
months  ago. 

We  are  happy  to  state  facts  so  honorable  to  one 
of  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  government.  [Globe. 

Specie  in  New  York.  There  was  a decline  of 
from  three  to  four  per  cent,  in  the  premium  on  spe- 
cie on  Saturday,  the  highest  price  given  being  8 
per  cent.  Several  causes  have  operated  to  produce 
this  result.  In  the  first  place  the  high  premium 
has  induced  people  from  all  parts  of  the  country  to 
collect  the  precious  metals  and  send  them  to  this 
city  for  sale.  An  extensive  and  profitable  business 
has  been  carried  on  in  this  way  between  Canada 
and  New  York.  Some  of  the  banks  there  having 
continued  to  pay  specie,  speculators  have  taken 
advantage  of  it  and  made  handsome  operations — in 
some  instances  clearing  fifteen  per  cent.  Besides 
the  large  amount  from  the  interior  the  average  sum 
imported  weekly  from  abroad  is  not  less  than 
150,000  dollars.  In  tbe  second  place,  the  large 
amount  of  produce  purchased  for  remittances  to 
Europe  has  lessened  the  demand.  Viewing  the 
monetary  alFairs  of  the  country  as  they  now  stand, 
we  begin  to  think  that  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks  is  not  as  far  distant  as  we 
originally  thought  it  was. 

[iY.  Y.  Gazette  of  Monday. 

Specie  was  selling  at  New  Orleans  on  the  31st 
ult.  at  twenty  per  cent,  premium  for  Louisiana 
bank  notes.  United  States  bank  notes  at  eight  per 
cent,  premium  for  non-specie  paying  local  bank 
notes. 

The  bank  of  the  state  of  Alabama,  (at  Tusca- 
loosa), has  resolved  to  pay  oqt  in  specie,  to  the 
amount  of  $3,000  each  day,  in  sums  not  exceeding 
$ 100  to  any  one  person. 

77ie  banks.  Since  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, the  discounts  of  the  city  banks  have  been 
diminished  some  half  million  of  dollars.  Their  cir- 
culation is  not  materially  changed,  and  their  specie 
and  deposites  are  somewhat  increased.  As  an  off- 
set to  the  diminution  of  discounts,  it  should  be  re- 
marked, that  a large  amount  of  national  and  state 
deposites  have  been  paid  out,  sfl  that  the  liabilities 
of  the  banks  have  been  considerably  diminished. 

[ N . Y.  Jour,  of  Commerce. 

The  Planters’  bank  of  Natchez,  (Mississippi), 
has  resolved  to  pay  6 per  cent,  interest  per  annum, 
upon  all  notes  presented  for  payment,  and  aiso  upon 
the  checks  of  private  depositors,  until  its  resumption 
of  specie  payments. 

The  Vicksburg,  (Miss.)  Sentinel,  of  the  fith  in- 
stant, states,  that  the  “U.  States  bank  of  Pennsylva- 
nia notes  command  a premium  of  45  per  cent,  in 
that  city — 5 ner  cent,  better  than  silver.” 

Michigan  has  14  banks — the  capital  of  which  is 
$1,697,905 — discounts,  kc.,  $3,875,934 — circula- 
tion $1,415,244 — individual  deposites  $483,284. 
The  U.  S.  government  moneys  are  deposited  with 
the  bank  of  Michigan  and  the  Farmers’  and  Me- 
chanics’ bank  of  Michigan,  the  former  of  which  had 
on  the  first  of  June,  $730,434,  and  the  latter 
$483,284.  The  legislature  had  taken  no  measure, 
at  the  last  accounts,  concerning  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments. 

A few  weeks  since  wc  published  a note,  pur- 
porting to  be  a reply  of  the  president  of  tbe  bank 


I of  the  United  States  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry on  his  application  for  a loan  to  pay  off  the  pen- 
sioners of  the  naval  fund.  Tbe  “Globe”  of  the  3d 
inst  says — “Mr.  Woodbury  has  made  no  applica- 
tion to  Mr.  Biddle  for  money,  nor  has  he  received 
any  nolo  from  Mr.  Biddle  on  the  subject  referred 
to.” 

Want  of  employment.  A gentleman  who  wanted 
to  employ  a good  working  mason  and  carpenter  to 
go  out  of  the  city,  thought  it  woilh  while  to  adver- 
tise. He  did  so,  stating  that  he  would  pay  $12  per 
month  and  board,  and  invited  applications  through 
the  post  office.  On  the  first  day  he  received  five 
hundred  and  seventy  letters,  asking  for  the  situa- 
tions, which,  at  a cent  a piece,  made  him  an  outlay 
of  $5  70  to  begin  with,  and  with  12  percent,  for 
specie  $6  28.  [N.  Y.  Jour,  of  Commerce. 

Tlie  Chenango  Bank,  we  learn,  furnishes  change 
liberally  to  the  citizens  of  the  village  in  which  it  is 
located,  and  of  the  surrounding  country.  It  is  said 
the  cashier  has  announced  his  determination  to  do 

80  even  li‘ eumjjcllea  lu  yurciiust;  ayirclc  at  a lil^lier 

premium.  This  is  as  it  should  be.  All  banks  that 
take  thi3  course  will  be  sustained  by  the  people. 

[. Broome  County,  (N.  Y.)  Repub. 

The  St.  Louis  Republican  of  the  21st  ult.  states 
that  the  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  for  that  district 
“has  declined  giving  any  new  contracts  for  survey- 
ing, and  that  he  lias  no  money  on  hand,  in  gold, 
silver  or  notes,  to  pay  for  work  already  done.” 

The  New  York  Evening  Chronicle  of  Saturday 
says:  “large  quantities  of  goods  imported  from  Eng- 
land, have  been  reshipped  in  the  Liverpool  packets 
that  left  to-day.  This  fact  exhibits,  in  an  eminent 
degree,  the  true  state  of  our  difficulties.?’ 

Suits  against  the  Manhattan  bank.  The  New 
York  Suu  says  that  four  suits  were  commenced  in 
the  superior  court  against  this  institution  on  Thurs- 
day, by  a wealthy  individual  of  that  city,  to  recover 
specie  for  $17,000  of  its  notes,  the  payment  of 
which  had  been  refused  at  their  counter.  The  per- 
son who  commenced  had,  we  understand,  first  of- 
fered to  loan  the  money  to  the  bank,  in  real  estate 
security,  at  7 per  cent,  which  the  directors  either 
refused,  or  did  not  promptly  act  upon  the  proposi- 
tion. 

New  Hampshire.  The  legislature  has  refused,  by 
a considerable  majority,  to  authorise  the  banks  to 
issue  notes  under  $5.  Mr.  Quincy,  from  tbe  com- 
mittee on  banks,  reported,  on  the  21st  June,  a bill 
providing  that  the  circulation  of  the  banks  of  that 
state  shall  not  exceed  four  fifths  of  the  capital  stock 
paid  in;  and  that  no  dividends  shall  be  paid  during 
tlie  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  establishing 
bank  commissioners  for  the  state. 


A specie  paying  bank.  A merchant  of  this  city 
having  received  a check  of  $10  on  tlie  Brooklyn 
bank,  being  for  money  deposited  before  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments,  presented  it  day  be- 
fore yesterday  at  the  bank,  with  a demand  for  spe- 
cie. ‘ The  bank  would  neither  pay  specie,  nor  its 
own  bills.  The  check  was  sent  a second  time  to 
the  bank,  but  with  the  same  result.  Yet  this  is  a 
bank  which  pretends  not  to  have  suspended  specie 
payments.  Neither  have  we.  We  paid  out  a sil- 
ver sixpence  yesterday.  [IV.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 


Specie  in  tlie  west.  The  following  schedule  from 
the  Louisville  Advertiser,  gives  tlie  proportion  of 
specie  to  paper  issues  in  the  states  of  Kentucky, 
Indiana  and  a part  of  the  Ohio  banks. 

Kentucky  banks. 


Circulation  ....  $3,315,825  00 

Deposites  . 2,749,949  51 

Specie 1,707,674  49 

Banks  of  Indiana. 

Circulation  ....  $2,516,790  00 

Deposites  .....  1,834,859  45 

Specie 1,196,187  23 

Twenty-three  Ohio  banks. 
Circulation  ....  $5,38S,888  1 1 

Deposites  .....  3,635,913  84 
Snpcip  ....  1,806,558  31 


Rhode  Island  banks.  The  legislature  of  Rhode 
Island  adjourned  on  Saturday  last  to  tlie  last  Mon- 
day in  October,  having  passed  an  act  for  tlie  regu- 
lation of  banks  during  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments.  This  act  provides  that  until  the  first 
dav  of  December  next,  in  any  suit  brought  by  any 
bank  for  the  collection  of  money,  in  case  judgment 
is  rendered  for  the  plaintiff,  by  tlie  default  of  the 
defendant,  no  costs  shall  be  taxed  against  the  de- 
fendant; and  in  any  suit  before  a justice  of  the 
peace,  against  a bank,  no  costs  shall  be  recorded 
against  the  defendant. 

Tn  no  case  at  any  term  of  any  court  shall  more 
than  one  bill  of  costs  be  taxed  against  any  bank  in 
favor  of  tlie  same  plaintiff  The  act  provides  also 
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that  each  bank  during  its  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, shall  be  required  to  receive  in  deposite,  its 
ovvn  bills  on  interest,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent, 
per  annum,  on  all  sums  not  less  than  five  dollars, 
and  for  a time  not  less  than  two  months. 

The  report  of  the  bank  commissioners  shows  the 
condition  of  the  Rhode  Island  banks.  Since  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  there  has  been  a 
» nsiderable  increase  in  the  amount  of  specie  in 
the  vaults,  and  a less  increase  in  the  amount  of  cir- 
culation. The  amount  of  discounts  has  been  very 
slightly  extended.  [ Boston  Daily  Adv. 


ARMY  AND  NAVY  NEWS. 

From  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle , June  22. 
Army  recruits.  Sailed  from  New  York,  for  New 
Orleans,  June  i5tb,  in  the  ship  Manchester,  two 
hundred  recruits  for  the  7th  regiment  of  United 
States  infantry,  under  the  command  of  captain  L. 
N.  Morris,  3d  infantry.  Officers  attached  to  the 
command  are,  lieutenant  J.  Duncan,  2d  artillery; 

livuicuwoi  L.  OaLaiun^j  lot  in  Jontrjj  -J . OvJII' 

nor,  5th  infantry,  and  acting  assistant  surgeon  H. 
Stone.  Also,  for  the  same  destination,  in  the  ship 
Huntsville,  eighty-seven  recruits  for  the  1st  regi- 
ment of  U.  States  dragoons,  under  the  command  of 
lieut.  J.  S.  Van  De.rveer,  of  that  regiment,  accom- 
panied by  lieut.  R.  G.  Stockton,  1st  dragoons,  and 
acting  assistant  surgeon  J.  J.  Brownlee. 

Commander  J.  H.  Clack,  recently  ordered  to'the 
ship  Boston,  on  the  West  India  station,  has  since 
been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Lexington, 
now  fitting  out  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire 
for  the  Pacific;  and  commander  E.  B.  Babbit  has 
been  ordered  to  the  Boston. 

A naval  court  martial  has  been  ordered  to  be 
convened  at  the  navy  yard,  Gosport,  Virginia,  on 
Monday,  10th  July  next,  for  the  trial  of  commander 
William  Ramsay.  The  court  will  be  composed  of 
the  following  officers: 

Commodore  Lcivis  VJarringion,  president. 

Captain  Toseph  J.  Nicholson, 

Captain  Foxhall  A.  Parker, 

Captain  Charles  TV.  Skinner, 

Captain  Beverly  Kennon,  members . 

Commander  Thomas  T.  Webb, 

Lieut.  William  M.  Armstrong, 

Lieut.  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Walter  F.  Jones,  judge  advocate. 

The  U.  S.  Mediterranean  squadron.  The  frigate 
Constitution  and  schooner  Shark,  sailed  from  Port 
Mahon  on  the  23d  of  April,  1S37,  for  the  coast  of 
France,  there  to  take  on  board  governor  Cass  and 
family,  preparatory  to  a visit  to  the  coast  of  Syra 
and  Egypt.  The  officers  and  crews  of  both  vessels 
were  well.  Mr.  Everett,  chaplain  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, died  at  Mahon  on  the  11th  of  April. 

The  frigate  United  States,  captain  Wilkinson,  ar- 
rived at  Malaga,  on  the  2d  of  May,  from  Mahon, 
and  sailed  for  Gibraltar  on  the  9th.  The  United 
States  was  at  anchor  in  the  bay. of  Gibraltar  on  the 
evening  of  the  15th  of  May.  ..Officers  and  crew  all 
well  and  in  fine  spirits. 

On  the  21st  of  February  last,  the  French  vessels 
.of  war,  Le  Menagerie,  and  L’Indienne  were  oblig- 
ed to  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  Port  Mahon  harbor, 
in  a tremendous  blow — the  first  named  in  a most 
critical  berth;  she  made  a signal  of  distress,  and 
captain  Wilkinson,  with  his  usual  energy,  imme- 
diately put  out  “all  boats,”  sent  the  necessary  an- 
chors and  cables,  saved  the  first  named  vessel,  and 
relieved  the  LTndienne. 

The  conduct  of  captain  Wilkinson  and  his  officers 
and  men  wus  warmly  applauded  by  the  French  of- 
ficer, and  residents  of  Mahon. 

Naval  general  order.  Every  purser  of  the  navy, 
pn  his  return  to  the  United  States  from  a cruise  in 
a vessel  of  war  having  a guard  of  marines,  is  re- 
quired to  furnish,  -without  delay,  to  the  paymaster 
of  the  marine  corps,  a list  of  the  officers,  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians  and  privates  compos- 
ing the  guard,  showing  the  exact  situation  of  each 
individual’s  account. 

MAHLON  DICKERSON, 

Secretary  of  the  navy. 
Navy  department,  June  20,  1S37. 

A change  as  we  perceive  by  the  Philadelphia 
Inquirer,  has  just  been  made  in  the  command  of 
the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia — commodore  Barron, 
who  is  said  to  be  relieved'  at  his  own  request,  being 
succeeded  by  commodore  Charles  Stewart. 

The  United  States  sloop  of  war  Vandalia  arrived 
at  Pensacola  from  Tampa  Bay  on  the  11th  ult. 
On  the  16th,  the  Vandalia  sailed  for  several  of  the 
Mexican  ports,  carrying  Mr.  Greenhow , said  to  be 


a special  messenger  to  the  Mexican  government, 
who  was  just  from  Washsington. 

Officers  ordered  to  the  U.  S.  ship  Falmouth,  filling 
out  at  the  navy  yard,  Gosport — commander,  I.  Mc- 
Keever. 

Lieutenants — J.  H.  Little,  J.  Manning,  E.  Far- 
rand,  O.  Burns,  T.  M.  Washington,  J.  P.  Gillis. 

Surgeon — W.  Whelan. 

Passed  assistant  surgeon — L.  Wolfley. 

Passed  midshipmen — E.  J.  De  Haven,  R.  M. 
Harvey,  F.  Stanley. 

Midshipmen — W.  M.  Green,  J.  H.  Parker,  J. 
Bishop,  C.  W.  Bennet,  C.  Benham,  R.  Allison, 
R.  H.  Lowndes. 

Boatswain — D.  Lambert. 

Gunner — D.  James. 

Carpenter — J.  Rainbow. 

Sailmaker — W.  Ward. 


THE  FLORIDA  AVAR— OFFICIAL. 

Cupy  uf  uruers  rvo.  108,  and  extract  from  orders 
No.  112,  issued  by  major  general  Jesup,  com- 
manding the  army  of  the  south,  on  the  22d  and 
261h  of  May,  1837,  transmitted  by  the  adjutant 
general  of  the  army  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
orders  no.  108. 

Head  quarters,  army  of  the  south, 

Tampa  Bay,  May  22,  1837. 

I.  The  presence  of  colonel  Henderson  being  re- 
quired at  the  head  quarters  of  his  corps,  he  will  pro- 
ceed to  AA'ashington  city  and  report  to  the  adjutant 
general  of  the  army. 

The  major  general  commanding  would  be  forget- 
ful of  what  is  due  to  merit,  and  would  do  injustice 
to  his  own  fellings  were  he  to  omit,  on  the  present 
occasion,  the  expression  of  the  high  sense  he  en- 
tertains of  the  distinguished  and  valuable  services 
rendered  by  the  colonel.  He  tenders  him  his 
warmest  thanks  for  the  able,  zealous  and  cheerful 
support  he  has  on  every  occasion  received  from 
him,  both  in  Florida  and  Alabama,  and  begs  him  to 
accept  his  best  wishes  for  his  future  fame  and  hap- 
piness. 

II.  Captain  Howie,  adjutant  and  inspector  of 
the  marine  corps,  aDd  surgeon  Kearney,  of  the 
navy,  medical  director  of  the  army,  will  accompa- 
ny colonel  Henderson.  The  major  general  thanks 
them  for  the  zeal,  efficiency  and  ability  with  which 
they  have  performed  every  duty  which  hasdevolved 
on  them  since  they  have  been  attached  to  this  army; 
and  he  assures  them  that  they  carry  with  them  the 
best  wishes  and  kindest  regards. 

orders  no.  112. 

Head  quarters,  army  of  the  south, 

Tampa  Bay,  May  26,  1837. 

I.  Major  William  P Piercy,  having  expressed  a 
desire  to  be  permitted  to  retire  from  the  army  ser- 
vice, as  major  in  the  regiment  of  Creek  volunteers, 
to  take  effect  the  31st  day  of  the  current  month, 
and  will  report  in  person  to  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  at  Washington. 

The  major  general  commanding  thanks  major 
Piercy  lor  the  efficiency  and  gallantry  with  winch 
he  has  acted  during  his  connection  with  the  regi- 
ment of  Creek  volunteers. 

By  order  of  major  general  Jesup. 

(Signed)  S.  CHURCHILL, 

Maj.  3d  art.  and  act'g  adj.  gen.  army  of  the  south. 


GENERAL  JESUP. 

From  the  East  Florida  Courier,  June  15. 

Tlie  following  extract  from  a letter  of  the  secre- 
tary of  war  to  general  Jesup  was  politely  furnished 
us  by  a gentleman  at  this  place,  communicated  to 
him  direct  from  Washington.  It  is  a high  compli- 
ment to  the  army,  and  was  written  evidently  under 
the  supposition  that  the  Seminole  war  was  closed. 
Though  the  negotiating  general  may  have  failed  in 
closing  the  war,  yet  we  cheerfully  give  publicity 
to  this  compliment  to  the  army,  knowing  that  the 
main  body  of  it,  a handful  only  of  choice  spirits, 
came  here  intending  to  fight  and  conquer  the  Semi- 
noles,  and  would  have  done  so  had  they  been  led  on 
to  battle.  This  meed  of  praise  bestowed  by  the 
honorable  secretary  of  the  army  is  no  less  due  to 
the  Florida  troops,  whose  privations  and  hardships 
have  been  longer  and  severer  than  those  of  the  re- 
gular soldier,  and  their  services  at  least  equal — for 
the  truth  of  which  we  appeal  to  the  regulars  them- 
selves: 

War  department,  May  17,  1837. 

Str:  From  the  severe  duty  which  has  been  im- 
posed on  the  troops  in  Florida,  and  their  sufferings 
under  circumstances  of  peculiar  privation,  in  a cli- 
mate little  congenial  to  the  health  of  most  of  them, 
I feel  much  concerned  in  their  behalf,  with  a dispo- 
sition to  afford  them  every  relief  consistent  with  a 
just  regard  to  the  service,  as  I leel  assured  that 
every  portion  of  the  army  serving  in  that  quarter 


has  done  its  duty  most  faithfully,  and  is  deserving  of 
the  kindest  treatment. 

Instead,  therefore,  of  ordering  the  regiments  of 
artillery  to  the  Sabine,  as  directed,  you  will,  as  soon 
as  circumstances  will  permit,  allow  the  1st,  2d  and 
4th  regiments  to  repair  to  the  posts  assigned  them 
in  the  general  order  No.  58  of  last  year,  where  it  is 
hoped  they  will  find  repose  and  be  able  to  recruit 
their  strength.  The  3d  regiment  of  artillery,  which 
is  destined  to  garrison  the  posts  from  Savannah  to 
the  Mississippi,  you  will  order  to  Fort  Mitchell,  it 
being  a healthy  place;  or  should  the  whole  of  the 
regiment  not  be  required  for  duty  at  that  place  dur- 
ing the  unhealthy  season,  it  may  be  distributed 
among  the  healthy  stations  assigned  it  in  general 
order  No.  58,  to  wit:  St.  Augustine,  forts  Pickens 
and  Morgan. 

In  communicating  to  you  this  mode  of  relief  to 
the  troops,  it  is  not  intended  to  interfere  with  any 
arrangements  you  may  have  made  or  may  think  of 
making  i'or  the  security  of  the  country  or  the  pro- 
perty belonging  to  the  government;  but  it  is  intend- 
ed to  convey  to  you  an  expression  of  my  satisfac- 
tion with  the  conduct  of  the  troops,  and  to  evince  to 
them,  through  you,  the  disposition  which  the  de- 
partment feels  to  relieve  them  as  early  as  possible 
from  the  hardships  and  sufferings  which  they  have 
so  nobly  sustained  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war 
against  the  Seminoles. 

In  sending  the  troops  to  their  stations  as  here  in- 
dicated, a due  regard  should  he  had  to  their  present 
positions,  in  order  to  relieve  them  as  much  as  pos- 
sible from  marching  through  an  unhealthy  country 
at  this  season  of  the  year.  I have  the  honor  to  be, 
&c,  JOEL  R.  POINSETT. 

Maj.  gen.  Thomas  S.  Jesup,  Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 


THE  CHEROKEES. 

The  subjoined  order  has  recently  been  issued  by 
brigadier  general  AYool,  cornmandingon  the  Chero- 
kee frontier: 

Head  quarters,  army  Cherokee  nation, 

, New  Eghota,  Ga.  March  22,  1837. 

Cherokees:  It  is  nearly  a year  since  I first  ar- 
rived in  this  country.  I then  informed  you  of  the 
objects  of  my  coming  among  yon.  I told  you  that 
a treaty  had  been  made  with  your  people,  and  that 
your  country  was  to  be  given  up  to  the  U.  States 
by  the  25th  of  May,  1838,  (a  little  more  than  a year 
from  this  time)  when  you  would  all  be  COMPEL- 
LED to  remove  to  the  west.  I also  told  you  if  you 
would  SUBMIT  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  I would 
PROTECT  you  in  your  persons  and  property,  at  the 
same  time  I would  furnish  provisions  and  clothing  to 
the  poor  and  destitute  of  the  nation.  You  would  not 
listen,  butTURNED  A DEAF  EAR  TO  MY  AD- 
VICE. You  preferred  the  counsel  of  those  who  were 
opposed  to  the  treaty.  They  told  you  what  was  not 
true,  that  your  people  had  made  no  treaty  with  the 
U.  States,  and  that  you  would  be  able  to  retain  your 
lands,  and  would  not  be  obliged  to  remove  to  the 
west,  the  place  designated  for  your  new  homes. 
Be  no  longer  deceived  by  such  advice!  It  is  not 
only  untrue,  but,  if  listened  to,  may  lead  to  your 
utter  ruin.  The  president,  as  well  as  congress,  have 
DECRF.ED  that  you  shall  remove  from  this  country. 
The  people  of  Georgia,  of  North  Carolina,  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  of  Alabama  have  decreed  it.  Your  fate  is 
decided-,  and  if  you  do  not  voluntarily  get  ready  and. 
go  by  the  time  fired  in  the  treaty,  you  ivill  then  be 
forced,  from  this  country  by  the  soldiers  of  ike  United 
States. 

Under  such  circumstances  what  will  be  )mur 
condition?  Deplorable  in  the  extreme!  Instead  of 
the  benefits  now  presented  to  you  by  the  treaty,  of 
receiving  pay  for  the  improvements  of  your  lands, 
your  cornfields  and  your  ferries,  and  for  all  the  pro- 
perty UNJUSTLY  TAKEN  from  you  by  the  while 
people,  and  at  the  same  time,  blankets,  clothing  and 
provisions  for  the  poor,  you  will  be  driven  from  the 
country,  and  without  a cent  to  support  you  on  your 
arrival  at  your  new  homes.  You  will  in  vain  flee 
to  your  mountains  for  protection.  Lite  the  Creeks, 
you  will  be  hunted  up  and  dragged  from  your  lurking 
places  and  hurried  to  the  west.  I would  ask  are  ycu 
prepared  for  such  scenes?  I trust  not.  Yet  such 
will  be  your  fate,  if  you  persist  in  your  present  de- 
termination. 

Cherokees:  I have  not  come  among  you  to  op- 
press you,  but  to  protect  you  and  to  see  that  justice 
is  done  you,  as  guarantied,  by  the  treaty.  Be  advised, 
and  turn  a deaf  ear  to  those  who  would  induce  you 
to  believe  that  no  treaty  has  been  made  with  you, 
and  that  you  will  not  be  obliged  to  leave  j'our  coun- 
try. They  cannot  be  friends,  but  the  worst  of  ene- 
mies. Their  advice,  if  followed,  will  lead  to  your 
certain  destruction.  The  president  has  said  that  a 
treaty  has  been  made  with  you,  and  must  be  executed 
agreeably  to  its  terms.  The  president  never  changes. 

Therefore  take  my  advice;  it  is  the  advice  of  a 
friend  who  would  tell  you  the  truth,  and  who  feels 
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deeply  interested  in  your  welfare,  and  who  will  do 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  relieve,  protect,  and  se- 
cure to  you  the  benefits  of  the  treaty.  And  why 
not  abandon  a country  no  longer  yours?  Do  you 
not  see  the  white  people  daily  coming  into  it,  driv- 
ing you  from  your  homes,  and  possessing  your 
houses,  your  cornfields,  and  your  ferries?  Hitherto 
I have  been  able,  in  some  degree,  to  protect  you 
from  their  intrusions:  in  a short  time  it  will  no 
longer  be  in  my  power.  If,  however,  I could  pro- 
tect you,  you  could  not  live  with  them.  Your  ha- 
bits, your  manners  and  your  customs  are  unlike  and 
unsuited  to  theirs.  They  have  no  feelings,  no  sym- 
pathies, in  common  with  yourselves.  Leave,  tiien, 
this  country,  which,  after  the  25th  May,  1833,  can 
alford  you  no  protection,  and  remove  to  the  country 
designated  for  your  new  homes,  which  is  secured  to 
you  and  your  children  forever,  and  where  you  may 
live  under  your  own  laws,  and  thp  ouotomo  of  ynnr 
fathers,  without  intrusion  or  molestation  from  the 
white  man.  It  is  a country  much  better  than  the 
one  yon  now  occupy — where  you  can  grow  more 
corn,  and  where  game  is  more  abundant.  Think 
seriously  of  what  I say  to  you!  Remember  that 
you  have  but  one  summer  more  to  plant  corn  in  this 
country.  Make  the  best  use  of  this  time,  and  dis- 
pose of  your  property  to  the  best  advantage.  Go 
and  settle  with  the  commissioners,  and  with  the 
emigrating  agent,  general  Smith;  receive  the  money 
due  for  your  improvements,  yom  houses,  your  corn- 
fields and  ferries,  and  for  the  property  which  has 
been  unjustly  taken  from  you  by  the  white  men, 
and  at  the  appointed  time  be  prepared  to  remove. 
In  the  mean  time,  if  you  will  apply  to  me  or  my 
agents,  I will  cause  rations,  blankets  and  clothing 
to  be  furnished  to  the  poor  and  destitute  of  your 
people.  JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Brigadier  general  commanding. 


MEXICO— OFFICIAL. 

Department,  of  stale,  July  5,  1S37. 
Translation  of  a decree  of  the  Mexican  government, 
of  the  2 d of  May,  1837,  declaring  that  certain  spe- 
cified articles  in  the  new  tariff  of  Mexico,  passed 
on  the  1 1th  of  March  last,  shall  take  effect  imme- 
diately after  the  publication  of  the  decree  in  the  se- 
veral ports  and  frontier  custom  houses  of  that  re- 
public. Enclosed  to  the  department  of  state  by  the 
United  States  consul  at  Matamoras. 

The  president  of  the  republic  of  Mexico  to  the 
inhabitants  thereof:  Know  ye,  that  the  6Slh  article 
of  the  general  taritf  for  maritime  and  frontier  cus- 
tom houses,  which  declares  that  the  said  tariff  should 
not  have  full  effect  until  alter  the  expiration  of  six 
mouths  from  its  publication  in  this  capital,  was  dic- 
tated for  the  benefit  of  commerce,  with  the  impor- 
tant object  of  regulating  it  with  all  nations  upon  a 
footing  of  perfect  equality;  and,  consequently,  with 
such  as  observe  this  just  principle,  all  those  regu- 
lations of  the  above  mentioned  new  tariff,  intended 
to  favor  commerce  in  general,  may  be  carried  into 
immediate  execution,  in  order  to  promote  regular 
trade,  and  discountenance  all  fraudulent  traffic; 
which  is  alike  injurious  to  the  public  interests  and 
to  commerce  itself.  And,  in  order  that  those  ad- 
vantages may  be  enjoyed  as  early  as  possible,  I have 
determined,  and  do  hereby  decree  the  following: 
Art.  L From  the  publication  of  the  present  de- 
dree,  in  every  port  or  place  where  maritime  or  fron- 
tier custom  houses  exist,  they  will  begin  to  observe 
in  them  those  articles  of  the  general  tariff  of  the 
11th  of  March  last,  which  will  be  indicated  hereaf- 
ter, the  maritime  being  governed  by  them  all,  and 
those  of  the  frontier  by  those  articles  specially  ap- 
plicable to  them. 

Art.  2.  The  articles  of  the  new  tariff  which  are 
to  take  effect  immediately,  and  to  be  carried  into 
execution  by  the  above  mentioned  custom  houses, 
under  the  limitation  expressed  in  the  preceding  ar- 
ticles, are  the  following: 

First.  The  second  article,  which  reduces  the 
amount  of  tonnage  duty. 

Second.  The  articles  three  and  four,  which  grant 
to  vessels  the  privilege,  after  discharging  cargo,  of 
proceeding  to  another  port,  for  the  purpose  of  lading 
with  national  products,  free  of  duty,  and  which  pre- 
scribe the  forms  to  be  used  for  obtaining  this  privi- 
lege. 

Third.  The  articles  twenty  and  twenty-one, 
upon  the  omission  of  permanent  guards  in  ordinary 
cases  on  board  vessels,  who  shall  keep  guard  at  a 
distance,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commander 
of  the  guard,  or  officer  of  the  customs,  to  seal  the 
hatches  and  bulkheads  of  the  vessel. 

Fourth.  Article  twenty-three,  which  imposes  a 
penalty  on  the  fraudulent  breaking  of  the  seal;  but 
this  article  shall  be  expressly  and  formally  notified 
to  the  master  of  the  vessel  by  the  commander  of  the 
guard  or  the  custom  house  officer,  when  they  pre- 
sent themselves  to  demand  the  manifest. 


Fifth.  Article  forty-four,  relative  to  the  rules  to 
be  observed  in  unlading. 

Sixth.  Article  forty-five,  which  designates  the 
officers  of  the  customs  who  shall  attend  the  unlad- 
ing of  merchandise. 

Seventh.  Article  fifty-six,  which  decrees  that  the 
Mexican  consuls  and  vice  consuls  shall  transmit 
prices  current  to  the  custom  houses,  which  shall 
serve  for  use  according  to  article  fifty-seven,  when 
the  tariff  in  all  its  parts  shall  be  carried  into  effect. 

Eighth.  Article  sixty-six,  which  regulates  the 
examination  of  merchandise  in  the  custom  houses. 

Ninth.  Article  ninety-one,  which  imposes  pe- 
nalties upon  masters  and  supercargoes  for  every 
transhipment  of  goods  to  another  vessel,  or  admit- 
ting it  into  their  own;  but  this  article  shall  be  ex- 
pressly and  formally  notified  to  the  masters  and  su- 
percargoes, by  the  commander  of  the  guard,  on  pre- 
senting: himself  nn  hnnr/f 

Tenth.  Article  ninety-two,  which  designates  the 
lawful  hours  for  the  lading  and  unlading  of  vessels; 
but  the  previous  notification  must  be  given,  as  in 
the  preceding  paragraph. 

Eleventh.  Articles  ninety-three,  ninety-four  and 
ninety-five,  relative  to  penalties  upon  persons  em- 
ployed [in  the  custom  bouse]  and  other  public  ser- 
vants who  may  aid  or  abet  smuggling,  and  which 
authorises  that  informers  shall  produce  for  exami- 
nation the  effects  which  they  may  seize  for  accusa- 
tion. 

Twelfth.  All  the  articles  of  chapter  seven  upon 
the  distribution  of  confiscations,  with  the  exception 
of  the  personal  and  pecuniary  penalties,  until  the 
17th  day  of  September,  inclusive,  of  the  present 
year;  those  shall  have  effect  which  the  laws  have 
imposed  anterior  to  the  11th  of  March  last. 

Art.  3.  The  remaining  articles  of  the  new’  tariff 
which  are  not  expressly  declared  in  force  by  this 
decree,  from  its  publication,  in  the  respective  places, 
shall  commence  and  take  effect  the  18th  day  of 
September,  inclusive,  of  the  present  year:  in  the 
mean  time,  the  general  tariff  of  the  16th  November, 
1827,  the  law  of  31st  March,  1831,  and  other  exist- 
ing regulations  shall  remain  in  full  force  and  vigor, 
where  they  are  not  altered  or  modified  by  those  ar- 
ticles of  the  new  tariff  which  are  mentioned  in  the 
present  decree. 

Wherefore,  I command  that  this  be  printed,  pub- 
lished, circulated,  and  be  carried  into  full  effect. 

Palace  of  the  national  government  in  ftlexi™. 
May  2,  1337. 

(Signed)  ANASTASIO  BUSTAMENTE. 

A.  D.  Joaquin  Lebrija. 


OPINIONS  OF  MR.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  ON  PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS. 

From  the  Boston  Centinel  and  Gazette. 

A tribute  of  respect.  A committee  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Minott  Thayer,  Samuel  A.  Turner,  Ebe- 
nezer  J.  Fogg,  Solomon  Richmond  and  Plarvey 
Field,  recently  waited  on  the  hon.  J.  Q.  Adams, 
and  presented  him  witli  an  elegant  gold  headed 
cane,  made  from  the  wood  of  the  old  frigate  Con- 
stitution, as  a memento  of  gratitude  for  his  services 
as  the  representative  of  their  congressional  district. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Thayer, 
addressed  Mr.  Adams,  to  whom  Mr.  Adams  replied 
as  follows: 

Gentlemen:  Next  to  the  satisfaction  which  a 
representative  of  the  people  may  derive,  on  a calm 
review'  of  his  conduct  upon  trying  occasions  in  the 
cause  of  his  public  services,  from  the  deliberate 
testimony  of  his  own  conscience,  there  can  be  no 
object  of  more  fervent  desire  to  him  than  the  sin- 
cere and  general  approbation  of  his  constituents. 
In  saying  this  I am  warranted  in  appealing  to  your 
own  convictions,  who,  as  yourselves  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  will,  with  your  hearts  I am 
sure,  respond  to  the  sentiment  from  your  own  ex- 
perience. 

As  the  representative  in  the  congress  of  the  U. 
States  of  the  same  constituents  as  those  of  the 
members  of  the  legislature  who  have  done  me  the 
honor,  through  you  as  their  committee,  to  express 
their  approbation  of  my  conduct,  I have  endeavor- 
ed faithfully  to  discharge  my  duty  to  them  and  to 
our  common  country.  Some  parts  of  that  duty 
have  been  arduous,  and  have  given  rise  to  nuich 
unpleasant  excitement  and  controversy.  Avoiding, 
so  far  as  was  possible,  consistent  with  the  discharge 
of  my  duty,  all  action  of  language  irritating  or  of- 
fensive to  our  countrymen  of  other  portions  of  the 
union,  and  carefully  shunning  all  unnecessary  en- 
counter of  conflicting  inrerests  and  opinions,  when 
I have  believed  the  just  rights  of  my  own  and  your 
constituents  to  be  disregarded  or  in  peril,  I have 
felt  myself  called  to  defend  and  vindicate  them, 
without  regard  to  possible  consequences  to  myself. 
In  this  I have  barely  and  rigorously  discharged  my 
duty,  lor  which  and  for  any  accidental  inconve- 
nience that  may  have  fallen  to  me  in  the  progress 


of  public  measures,  the  approbation  of  yourselves 
and  ot  our  constituents  is  ample  reward.  I ac- 
cept also  the  token  of  your  regard  which  you  have 
the  goodness  now  to  present  to  me,  its  value  in  all 
other  respects  than  as  a friendly  token  being  within 
the  bounds  which  I have,  throughout  my  whole 
public  life,  prescribed  to  myself  in  the  acceptance 
of  presents. 

With  regard  to  the  present  situation  of  our  coun- 
try, my  sentiments  correspond  entirely  with  yours. 
In  the  midst  ol  the  bounties  of  Providence,  shower- 
ed upon  us  with  a profusion  scarcely  ever  lavished 
upon  any  other  nation,  we  are  suffering  severely 
from  causes  which  I fear  we  must  attribute  entire- 
ly to  ourselves.  In  our  relations  at  this  time  with 
foreign  nations,  and  most  especially  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  we  have  more  to  answer  for  than  to  com- 
plain of.  Our  recent  Indian  war  was  of  our  own 
r.v.vuMug,  aim  nas  been  waged  in  no  creditable 
manner.  And,  while  we  have  wronged  our  neigh- 
bor at  the  south,  by  utterly  unjustifiable  violations 
of  her  territory,  unauthorised  even  by  congress,  we 
are  permitting  another  neighbor  at  the  north  to  en- 
croach with  impunity  upon  our  own  territory,  and 
to  curtail  the  boundaries  of  a state,  once  part  of 
our  own  native  commonwealth. 

We  present,  at  the  present  moment,  a still  more 
astonishing  and  portentous  spectacle  to  the  world. 
Without  a dollar  of  national  debt,  we  are  in  the 
midst  ot  a national  bankruptcy.  From  a treasury 
overflowing  with  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  our  go- 
vernment pays  in  paper  trash  the  wages  of  the 
clerks  in  the  public  offices.  The  nation  is  insol- 
vent— the  whole  people  is  insolvent.  You  inquire 
if  this  is  owing  to-  the  conduct  of  the  late  adminis- 
tration. I believe  it  is  attributable  to  various 
causes,  among  which  the  grant  of  the  use  of  the 
moneys  in  the  treasury  to  numerous  state  corpora- 
tions, by  order  of  the  late  president  of  the  United 
States,  without  authority  ot  law,  was  the  most  per- 
nicious. Having  said  so  when  the  deed  was  done,, 
I can  have  no  hesitation  in  repeating  it  now  that  its 
fatal  consequences  are  seen  floating  from  the  wreck 
of  the  public  credit.  The  use  of  the  public  moneys 
while  in  the  treasury,  in  the  interval  between  the 
receipt  of  them  as  revenue  and  the  payment  of 
them  as  public  expenditures,  to  fulfil  the  engager 
merits  of  the  nation,  had  been  granted  by  law  to 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  for  an  equivalent.  It 

nfirer  had.  been  of*  much  [Jiuht  to  that  bank,  be- 

cause  the  deposites  there  had  never  been  conside- 
rable at  any  one  time.  They  never  were  suffered 
to  accumulate;  for  the  moment  a surplus  appeared, 
it  was  applied  towards  the  discharge  of  the  nation- 
al debt.  It  was  precisely  at  the  moment  when  the 
whole  debt  was  paid  off,  and  when  the  revenue  was 
doubled  by  the  sudden  and  enormous  increase  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  that  the  use  of  the 
moneys  in  the  treasury  was  taken  from  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  chartered  by,  and  under  the 
control  of,  congress,  and  dribbled  out  in  parcels  to 
suit  favorite  purchasers,  to  a multitude  of  state 
banks,  without  responsible  capitals,  and  wholly  be- 
yond the  control  of  congrses  or  of  the  executive 
government  of  the  United  States.  Of  the  means 
of  information  possessed  by  the  government  as  to 
their  condition  and  credit,  you  may  judge  from  the 
recent  circular  addressed  to  them  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  stating  that  he  had  learnt  their 
stoppage  of  payment  from  the  newspapers. 

But  the  ruin  of  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  na- 
tion, the  melancholy  reverses  of  fortune  and  loss  of 
character  among  the  wealthy,  and  the  loss  of  daily 
bread  to  the  laboring  poor  and  their  children,  the 
distress  we  are  witnessing  among  all  classes  of  the 
people,  are  not  owing  alone  to  the  errors  of  the  late 
administration.  There  have  been  errors  of  the 
people  themselves,  for  which  they  are  now  atoning, 
and  from  which  they  can  recover  only  by  their  own 
energies.  The  tide  of  their  prosperity  has  rushed 
upon  them  in  a tempest,  till  it  overflowed  their 
banks,  and  broke  down  their  mounds.  All  history 
testifies,  as  the  father  of  our  race  pronounces  his 
lamentation  in  the  Paradise  Lost, 

“Now  T perceive 

“Peace  to  corrupt,  no  less  than  war  to  waste.” 
The  unrestrained  pursuit  of  inordinate  wealth,  and 
the  abuse  of  credit , especially  by  the  agency  of 
banks,  are  the  proximate  causes  of  the  catastrophe 
under  which  we  are  now  laboring.  I believe  a na- 
tional bank,  chartered  by  congress,  with  a capital 
sufficiently  large  to  control  all  other  existing  banks, 
and  to  regulate  the  currency,  to  be  the  only  practi- 
cable expedient  for  restoring  and  maintaining  specie 
payments;  but  I entertain  doubts  whether  it  should 
be  a bank  of  discount.  With  regard  to  this,  my 
mind  is  not  definitively  made  up.  I recline  more 
strongly  to  the  opinion,  that  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  such  a bank  should  not  only  operate 
as  an  immediate  forfeiture  of  its  charter,  but  be 
made  a penal  offence  in  the  president  and  directors 
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of  the  institution.  The  violation  of  moral  principle 
committed  by  a bank  in  suspending  specie  pay- 
ments, is,  in  my  estimation,  not  inferior  to  that  of 
fraudulent  bankruptcy  in  an  individual.  The  right 
of  any  legislature  to  authorise  such  a suspension  is 
questionable,  and  the  repeal  of  laws  expressly  en- 
acted to  enforce  the  fulfilment  of  contracts,  at  the 
very  moment  when  they  have  been  broken,  is  a 
mockery  of  all  moral  principle  and  a scandal  to  hu- 
mane legislation. 

But,  fellow-citizens,  I indulge  the  hope  that  the 
sufferings  of  our  country,  at  the  present  crisis,  are, 
like  the  paroxysms  of  a fever,  efforts  of  nature  to 
throw  off  the  disease.  We  have  tried  the  nostrums 
of  empirics,  and,  as  usual,  •Bey  have  aggravated 
the  worst  symptoms  of  the  distemper.  I fear  we 
have  not  yet  reached  the  last  stage  of  the  pestilence, 
and  that  we  are  still  to  be  more  severely  lumamj 
by  the  doctor  than  by  the  disease. 

But  the  patient  has  a firm  and  vigorous  consti- 
tution, and  he  cannot  die.  After  suffering,  as  we 
must,  under  the  operation  of  some  other  mounte- 
bank experiment,  upon  the  failure  of  which  those 
who  palm  it  upon  us  will  tell  us  it  is  what  they  al- 
ways predicted,  and  then  offer  another,  perhaps  the 
people  themselves  will  discover  that  they  have  been 
led  astray  upon  a wrong  track,  and  will  return  to 
the  right  one.  This  has  hppened  to  us  more  than 
once  heretofore  This  calm  and  considerate  return 
of  the  people,  through  their  own  sufferings,  to  jus- 
tice, temperance  and  prosperity,  is  one  of  the 
greatest  and  best  characteristics  of  the  nation.  It 
gave  us  an  excellent  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  instead  of  a national  palsy,  under  the  name 
of  a confederation.  It  gave  us  a gallant  and  glori- 
ous navy,  instead  of  dry-docks  and  gun  boats.  It 
restored  specie  payments,  after  they  had  been  sus- 
pended almost  universally,  and  under  circumstances 
of  far  greater  difficulty  and  danger  than  the  present. 
1 trust  it  will  restore  them  again.  With  regard  to 
the  present  administration,  I cannot  have  much 
confidence  that,  as  you  suggest,  it  will  profit  by  the 
errors  of  the  last.  The  errors  of  the  last  adminis- 
tration are,  in  the  eyes  of  the  present,  its  virtues. 
The  eminent  success  of  the  substitution  of  state 
banks  for  a bank  of  the  United  States  has  crowned 
the  late  administration  with  so  much  glory,  that 
nothing  less  than  a hint  from  the  people  can  ever 
convince  Hie  present  administration  that  it  wao  an 
error.  The  reform  must  come  from  the  people 
themselves. 


THE  WEBSTER  MEETING. 

From,  the  New  York  Daily  Express,  June  29. 

Masonic  Hall  last  night  was  filled  at  an  early 
hour  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Webster,  who  assembled 
in  crowds  to  testify  their  respect  and  admiration  of 
the  great  statesman  who  has  done  so  much  honor  to 
his  country,  at  home  and  abroad.  The  most  ardent 
friends  of  Mr.  Webster  could  not  but  have  been 
gratified  with  the  numbers,  the  character  and  the 
enthusiasm  'of  the  multitude  assembled — and  though 
there  were  many — very  many,  who  disapproved  the 
call  of  the  meeting,  yet  there  were  none  who  would 
not  with  pleasure  do  all  they  could  to  make  Mr. 
Webster  president,  and  who  would  not  rejoice  in 
the  event  of  his  election.  The  official  proceedings 
of  the  meeting  will  be  found  below,  and  as  they 
speak  for  themselves,  we  need  not  comment  upon 
them  further  than  to  say,  that  the  whig  party,  as  a 
whole,  cannot  object  to  the  measures  which  a por 
tion  of  that  party  have  seen  proper  to  adopt,  since 
they  manifest  so  decided  a determniation  to  ac- 
quiesce in  the  ultimate  voice  of  the  majority. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  unanimously: 

President — Jonathan  Thompson. 

Vice  presidents — John  Barstow,  Egbert  Benson, 
James  H.  Braine,  Jacob  Drake,  Samuel  Roome, 
Joseph  N.  Lord,  J.  G.  Rapelye,  Charles  Colgate, 
John  Renwick,  Barzille  Wyer,  Ferris  Finch,  Wm. 
Bakewell,  Nat.  Weed,  Joseph  Tucker,  Richard 
Baines,  Edward  Dayton. 


• secretaries. 


Thomas  Fessenden,  I 

Gabriel  P.  Disosway,  ) 

An  address  was  reported  by  Mr.  Fessenden,  set- 
ting forth  the  present  peculiar  position  of  the  conn- 
try,  and  the  services  of  Mr.  Webster;  which  address 
was  received  with  great  favor,  but  the  length  of 
it  quite  puts  it  out  of  our  power  to  lay  it  before  our 
readers  at  present. 

Samuel  G.  Raymond,  esq.  rose,  and  after  return 
ing  thanks  to  the  meeting,  remarked,  that  it  was 
now  time  that  they  spoke  for  themselves;  and  if 
they  would  allow  him  to  be  their  humble  mouth 
piece  in  giving  utterance  to  their  sentiments,  he 
would  propose  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  do  heartily  approve  the  ad 
dress  now  read,  and  warmly  recommend  it  to  the 
perusal  of  the  American  people. 

2.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  meet- 
ing, it  is  the  duty  of  congress  to  provide  a remedy 


for  (he  existing  embarrassments  in  the  currency  of 
the  country;  and  we  trust  that  the  approaching  ses- 
sion will  not  close  until  they  shall  have  prepared 
the  way  for  a return  to  specie  payments,  in  placed 
the  present  unnatural  and  dangerous  expedient. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  following 
sentiments  of  Mr.  Webster:  “I  profess  to  be  a bul- 
lionist,  in  the  usual  and  accepted  sense  of  that  word. 

I am  for  a solid  specie  basis  for  our  circulation,  and 
for  specie  as  a part  of  the  circulation,  so  far  as  it 
may  be  practicable  and  convenient.  I am  for  giv- 
ing no  value  to  paper  merely  as  paper.  I abhorpa- 
per,  that  is  to  say,  irredeemable  paper — paper  that 
may  not  be  converted  into  gold  and  silver  at  the 
will  of  the  holder.” 

4.  Resolved,  That  we  approve  the  determination 
expressed  by  Mr.  Webster,  in  his  place  in  the  se- 

g„  loi.  a Winnal  bank  until  the  public 
voice  should  clearly  demand  it. 

5.  Resolved,  That  as  a tree  is  known  by  its  fruits, 
so  have  the  policy,  measures  and  principles  of  the 
late  and  present  administrations  of  the  general  go- 
vernment been  completely  tested  by  their  results. 
The  nation  lies  paralyzed  and  prostrated  before 
them. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  experience  of  the  last  few 
years  has  demonstrated  that,  under'our  government, 
as  under  all  others  of  which  history  has  furnished 
examples,  the  executive  department  is  that  branch 
most  liable  to  corruption  and  abuse — that  branch 
which,  in  its  own  nature,  possesses  latent  energies 
most  difficult  to  control  by  express  written  provi- 
sions— and  that,  therefore,  the  people  cannot  exer- 
cise too  much  caution  in  their  election  of  their  chief 
magistrate. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  only  constitutional  remedy 
in  the  hands  of  the  people  for  the  evils  which 
prevail,  consists  in  the  sound  exercise  of  the  right 
of  voting — the  ballot  box  being  the  great  instrument 
by  which  a peaceful,  yet  efficient  stop  may  be  put 
to  the  flood  of  calamity  which  is  sweeping  over  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land. 


8.  Resolved,  That  in  the  band  of  illustrious  citi- 
zens who,  in  despite  of  obloquy  and  proscription 
and  executive  tyranny,  have  so  nobly  and  firmly  ar- 
rayed themselves  in  defence  of  the  constitution  and 
of  sound  American  principles,  the  name  of  none  is 
more  conspicuous  than  that  of  Daniel  Webster— a 
name  which  owes  its  lustre,  not  to  family — not  to 
wealth — not  to  mean  truckling  to  power — not  to 
time-serving  expedients — but  to  an  honest  applica- 
tion by  its  possessor,  of  transcendant  abilities,  in 
the  cause  of  popular  government — to  an  eloquence 
unsurpassed  in  power — tn  a wisdom  as  practical  as 
it  is  comprehensive — to  a moderation  in  counsel 
equalled  only  by  its  firmness  of  purpose — and  to  a 
steady,  undeviating  and  enlightened  devotion  to  the 
preservation  of  the  constitution  in  its  purity,  and 
of  the  rights  and  best  interests  of  the  whole  coun- 
try. 


9.  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  place  occupied 
by  Mr.  Webster  in  the  confidence  and  affection  of 
the  American  people,  we  deem  it  right,  respectful- 
ly to  call  the  attention  of  the  nation  to  him  as  a fit 
candidate  for  our  suffrages  at  the  next  presidential 
election;  sincerely  believing  that  by  his  election  to 
the  presidency  we  should  afford  at  once,  a proof  and 
a pledge  to  the  country,  and  to  the  world,  that  the 
dominion  of  irresponsible  power  among  us,  was  at 
an  end — that  the  reign  of  law  and  sound  principle 
was  triumphantly  established,  and  that  the  Ameri- 
can people  are  sound  to  the  core  in  their  devotion  to 
constitutional  liberty. 

10.  Resolved,  That  we  hold  it  morally  and  politi- 
cally right  and  expedient,  and  that  it  is  due  to  the 
open  and  manly  confidence  which  should  charac- 
terize our  citizens  in  their  communications  on  po- 
litical subjects  with  each  other,  that  we  should  thus 
declare  our  preference  under  existing  circumstances 
for  the  distinguished  statesman  just  named — a man 
whom  the  country  respects  as  one  of  its  chiefest 
ornaments  and  one  of  its  shining  lights,  a worthy 
son  of  liberty  who  side  by  side  with  the  illustrious 
Clay,  has  stood  foremost  in  the  ranks  of  the  vvhigs, 
and  given  himself  up  to  the  exposition  and  defence 
of  their  principles;  and  that  we  pledge  ourselves  in 
case  the  whigs  should  adopt  him  as  their  candidate, 
to  do  every  thing  to  promote  his  election,  that  is 
consistent  with  the  character  of  honest  freemen 
contending  for  their  rights. 

11.  Resolved,  That  while  we  thus  express  our 
preference,  in  the  existing  state  of  things,  for  Mr. 
Webster,  we  mean  not  to  separate  ourselves  from 
our  political  friends,  here  or  elsewhere,  but  herebj7 
announce  our  determination  to  abide  the  result  of  a 
national  convention  on  that  question,  or  to  adopt 
any  other  course  which  a majority  of  the  whigs  in 
congress  may  recommend  their  political  friends  to 
pursue,  in  order  to  produce  a fair  expression  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  whig  party  on  this  subject. 


On  the  motion  of  Matthew  B.  Edgar,  esq.  a 
committee  was  then  appointed  to  carry  the  lore- 
going  resolutions  into  effect. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 


JUDGE  WHITE  AND  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

TESTIMONY  OF  THE  HON.  HUGH  L.  WHITE 

Before  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
executive  departments,  fyc. 

Monday,  Jan.  30,  1837. 

Hon.  Hugh  L.  White,  a senator  of  the  United 
Stales,  summoned  as  a witness,  appeared  before  the 
committee,  and  read  a paper  of  the  following  im- 
port: 

Declaration  of  the  lion.  Hugh  L.  White. 

Sir:  On  Saturday  evening  last,  I was  summoned 
to  attend  before  the  committee  of  which  you  are 
chairman,  =>nd  give  evidence  touching  the  matters 
submitted  to  your  investigation.  1 now  appear  be- 
fore your  committee,  at  the  lime  specified  in  the 
subpoena,  but  not  in  obedience  to  its  mandate. 

I am  a member  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
now  in  session,  and  in  the  daily  discharge  of  my 
duties  as  a senator,  and,  while  I am  thus  engaged, 
do  deny  that  any  committee  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives has  the  power,  by  its  mandate,  to  com- 
pel me  to  absent  myself  from  the  body  of  which  I 
am  a member.  1 do,  therefore,  protest  against  the 
power  assumed  by  your  committee,  in  the  issuance 
and  service  of  said  subpoena. 

But,  at  the  same  time  that  I feel  it  my  duty  thus 
to  protest  against  the  exercise  of  a power  which  I 
believe  is  not  vested  in  your  committee,  I assure 
them  that  I will  at  all  times,  when  my  duties  as  se- 
nator do  not  compel  me  to  be  elsewhere,  voluntari- 
ly attend  and  give  them,  upon  oath,  all  the  informa- 
lion  I possess  in  relation  to  any  of  the  matters 
which  may  come  within  the  range  of  their  investi- 
gation. 

I respectfully  ask  that  this  protest  may  be  enter- 
ed on  the  journal  of  your  proceedings,  lest,  hereaf- 
ter, it  may  be  thought  I have  sanctioned  the  exer- 
cise of  a power  which,  it  is  easy  to  foresee,  may 
be  so  used  as  to  destroy  lhat  body  of  which  I am 
an  humble  member.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  most 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IIU.  L.  WHITE. 

To  the  hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  chairman  of  the 

Special  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives . 

The  hon.  Mr.  White  then  read  to  the  committee 
another  paper  of  the  following  import: 

Reasons  of  the  hon.  Hugh  L.  White  for  consenting 
to  testify. 

Mr.  Chairman:  Before  being  sworn,  it  is  due 
to  the  committee,  as  well  as  myself,  that  I should 
make  a very  short  statement,  to  show  the  situation 
in  which  I am  about  to  be  placed,  without  any 
agency  of  mine. 

For  many  years  I have  been  on  the  most  intimate 
and  confidential  terms  with  the  chief  magistrate. — 
We  have  conversed  with,  and  written  to,  each 
other,  perhaps  with  as  much  freedom  as  if  we  had 
been  brothers;  much  that  has  passed  was,  of  course, 
highly  confidential. 

I should  hold  myself  disgraced  by  designedly 
bringing  any  matters  of  this  kind  before  the  public. 

If  sworn,  I must  tell  what  I know  or  believe  to 
be  true;  and  I consider  myseif  called  upon  to  testi- 
fy, at  the  instance  of  the  present  chief  magistrate, 
and  of  the  distinguished  citizen  who  has  been  cho- 
sen to  succeed  him;  and  that,  if  any  disclosure  I 
may  make  would  seem  to  be  of  matters  which  as  a 
man  of  honor,  I ought  not  to  make  public,  I do  so 
in  consequence  of  the  necessity  they  have  imposed 
on  me;  and  that  the.  injunction  of  secrecy  has  been 
removed  by  them,  and  not  by  me. 

With  this  statement,  I am  now  ready  to  be  sworn, 
if  the  committee  desire  it. 

Testimony  of  the  hon.  Hvgh  L.  While. 

Monday,  Feb.  13,  1837. 

A communication  in  writing,  in  answer  to  the  in- 
terrogatory put  to  the  hon.  Hugh  L.  White,  was  re- 
ceived through  the  chairman,  and  read  to  the  com- 
mittee, as  follows: 

The  oath  administered  to  me  was,  “to  tell  the 
truth;  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,” 
&c. 

After  being  thus  sworn,  the  interrogatory  put  to 
me  is  in  the  words  following: 

Question.  “Do  yon,  of  your  own  knowledge, 
know  of  any  act  by  either  of  the  heads  of  the  exe- 
cutive departments,  which  is  either  corrupt,  or  a 
violation  of  their  official  duties? 

From  the  manner  in  which  this  question  is  word- 
ed, it  is  somewhat  difficult  for  me  to  determine  to 
what  extent  I ought  to  proceed  in  my  answer.  I 
presume  it  could  not  be  the  meaning  of  the  commit- 
tee to  constitute  me  the  judge  of  what  shall  be  con- 
sidered corruption,  or  a violation  of  official  duty,  by 
any  of  the  heads  of  the  executive  departments.  If 
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so,  I might  believe  facts  within  my  knowledge  did 
not  amount  to  either  corruption,  or  a violation  of 
otficial  duty,  and  on  that  account  omit  any  state- 
ment whatever;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  state  facts 
which  I believe  prove  one  or  the  other,  when  the 
whole  committee  might  disagree  with  me  in  opinion, 
and  consider  the  disclosures  entirely  useless,  as  not 
tending  to  prove  any  impropriety  whatever.  In 
this  situation,  I presume  I shall  best  discharge  my 
duty  by  telling  what  I may  know  falling  vvithin 
the  range  of  either  of  the  executive  departments, 
and  sucn  circumstances  as  may  tend  to  show  the 
motive  with  which  the  act  was  done  or  omitted, 
leaving  it  to  the  committee  to  determine  whether 
any  statements  I m\y  make  will  be  of  use  or  not  in 
their  investigation  . 

Of  my  own  knowledge  I do  not  know  of  any 
frauds  actually  practised  either  as  to  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,  or  in  the  purchase  ■>*'  werva 

tions;  yet,  from  information  I have  received,  in 
which  I confide,  I do  believe  great  frauds  have  been 
practised,  and  are  yet  going  on,  as  to  both;  and  that 
in  some  of  these,  our  own  officers  or  agents  have 
been,  and  now  are,  concerned  or  interested;  and 
that  if  the  committee  will  call  upon  persons  who 
were  and  yet  are  in  the  vicinity  of  the  places  where 
those  transactions  have  taken  place,  to  disclose 
what  they  know,  these  frauds,  and  those  concerned 
in  them,  can  be  ascertained.  Whether  the  heads  of 
either  of  the  departments  are  liable  to  be  censured 
for  any  of  these  acts,  the  committee  will  of  course 
decide  for  themselves,  when  they  shall  have  ascer- 
tained all  the  facts. 

In  the  year  1330  the  system  now  going  on  for  re- 
moving the  Indians,  with  their  consent,  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  states  and  territories,  and  settling  them 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  was  sanctioned  by  congress. 

It  has  been  progressing  as  rapidly  as  possible  ever 
since.  Tho-duties  relating  to  this  branch  of  busi- 
ness pertained  to  the  war  department. 

At  the  session  of  congress  for  the  years  1331  and 
1332,  and  near  the  time  when  a short  session  would 
have  terminated,  the  secretary  of  war  came  to  me, 
as  chairman  of  the  committe  on  Indian  alfairs,  and 
stated  that  his  duties  were  becoming  so  onerous  that 
he  could  not  discharge  them  without  an  alteration 
in  the  Indian  department;  that  the  gentleman  who 
was  then  at  the  head  ot  the  Indian  bureau,  and  who 
was  then  receiving  a salary  of  fourteen  or  sixteen 
hundred  dollars,  although  a very  amiable  man,  was 
entirely  incapable  of  discharging  his  duties  in  such 
a manner  as  to  give  that  aid  which  the  public  in- 
terest required;  that  he  had  drafted  a bill  to  create 
tiie  office  of  commissioner  of  Indian  alfairs,  with  a 
salary  of  three  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  which 
he  wished  ms  to  introduce,  and  endeavor  to  have 
passed  into  a law.  I informed  him  that  the  session 
had  then  so  far  advanced,  and  the  opposition  to  the 
Indian  system  was  so  strong,  that  I doubted  it 
would  be  out  of  my  power;  beside,  that  some  of  the 
appointments  which  had  been  made,  were,  in  my 
opinion,  injudicious,  and  that  if  this  office  were 
created  and  filled  by  a person  as  incompetent  as  he 
represented  the  person  then  at  the  head  of  the  In- 
dian bureau  to  be,  the  public  business  would  be  no 
better  done,  and  there  would  be  necessarily  a con- 
siderable increase  of  expense,  and  that  I was  un- 
willing to  move  on  the  subject,  unless  l could  be 
assured,  if  the  office  were  created,  it  should  be  well 
filled.  This  he  assured  me  should  be  done.  I then 
requested  him  to  speak  with  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  Indian  affairs  of  the  house,  and  if  his 
co-operation  could  be  procured,  I would  on  my  part, 
do  all  in  my  power  to  give  effect  to  his  wishes. 

The  bill  was  introduced,  and,  owing  to  the  strong 
representation  made  of  the  necessity  for  its  passage, 
the  opposition  in  the  senate  was  withdrawn  and  the 
law  was  passed.  Congress  adjourned,  and  no  ap- 
pointment orcomrnissioner  was  made  until  the  next 
session;  and  then  the  same  gentleman  whose  sup- 
posed incompetency  at  the  head  of  the  Indian  bu- 
reau, with  a small  salary,  had  given  rise  to  this  law, 
was  nominated  to  fill  the  office  of  commissioner,  to 
which  was  attached  the  salary  of  $3,000  per  an- 
num. The  nomination  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  Indian  affairs,  and  they  reported  recommend- 
ing that  the  nomination  should  be  confirmed.  At 
that  session  1 happened  to  be  in  the  chair;  and  when 
I heard  the  report,  withdrew  from  the  chair,  and 
spoke  to  the  gentleman  who  made  the  report;  told 
him  what  had  passed  between  the  secretary  and 
myself,  and  that  I felt  it  due  to  the  senate  and  to 
the  country  that  the  facts  should  be  disclosed,  so 
that  the  nomination  might  be  acted  on  with  a full 
understanding  of  the  facts.  He  told  me  he  would 
have  the  nomination  laid  on  the  table,  until  he 
could  see  the  secretary,  and  have  his  explanation  on 
the  subject.  He  did  so,  and  afterwards  informed 
me  he  had  sean  and  conversed  with  the  secretary, 
and  communicated  to  him  my  statement;  and  that 
the  secretary  admitted  my  statement  to  be  true,  as 


to  what  passed  between  us,  but  that  after  the 
passage  of  the  law  Mr.  Herring  had  devoted  him- 
self to  acquiring  a knowledge  of  the  duties  pertain- 
ing to  the  office,  and  was  then  well  qualified  to  dis- 
charge them.  Under  this  statement  I said  nothing 
further,  and  the  nomination  was  confirmed;  and  it 
so  did  happen  that,  although  I never  heard  Mr. 
Herring’s  integrity  called  in  question,  yet  his  want 
of  capacity  was  admitted  by  all  with  whom  I con- 
versed bciore  he  quit  the  office. 

During  the  last  session  he  was  appointed  pay- 
master, and  Mr.  C.  Harris  appointed  commissioner, 
who,  so  far  as  I can  judge,  is  a most  faithful,  com- 
petent and  efficient  officer. 

I think  the  public  interest  suffered  much  from 
the  incompeteiicy  of  Mr.  Herring  while  he  was  in 
office;  and  that  it  will  take  some  time  still  to  come 
before  his  successor,  with  all  his  zeal,  watchfulness 
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which  the  public  interest  requires. 

I feel  that  I should  do  the  late  secretary  injustice, 
were  I to  stop  here.  I do  notbelieve  he  intended  to 
deceive  me,  or  to  injure  the  public,  when  he  pro- 
mised me  that  if  the  office  was  created  it  should  be 
well  filled;  but  that  after  it  was  created,  as  it  con- 
nected itself  with  all  the  ramifications  of  the  Indian 
department,  and  the  officer  might  have  a very  extensive 
influence,  it  was  esteemed  a matter  of  importance  to 
have  it  filled  with  a decided  friend  to  the  gentleman 
who  was  then  looked  to  by  the  president  and  many 
others  as  the  person  who  ought  to  succeed  the  pre- 
sent chief  magistrate;  and  that  the  secretary  was  con- 
strained to  yield  to  an  influence  which  he  believeed 
he  had  not  the  power  successfully  to  resist.  I am  the 
more  inclined  to  adopt  this  opinion,  because,  from  a 
very  extensive  intercourse  with  the  secretary  rela- 
tive to  the  Indian  alfairs,  I was  impressed  with  the 
belief  that  in  all  cases  where  he  was  left  free  to 
pursue  his  own  judgment,  he  was  disposed  to  act 
with  the  utmost  fairness,  and  with  a strict  regard  to 
the  public  interest;  and  because  I know,  in  a man- 
ner most  satisfactory  to  myself,  that,  as  early  as 
1831,  (if  not  sooner) , when  the  first  cabinet  was 
dissolved,  and  a new  one  to  be  created,  the  president 
had  fixed  his  mind  upon  the  present  president  elect 
as  the  most  suitable  person  to  succed  him;  and  that, 
with  a view  to  procure  harmony  among  the  mem- 
bers of  his  political  family,  it  was  considered  impor- 
tant to  remove  from  the  old  cabinet  three  gentle- 

men,  who.  It  was  belic-v-cd,  clid  not  ooinoidc  in  U[>i- 

nion  with  him  upon  that  subject,  and  form  a new 
cabinet  which  would  be  a unit:  that  is,  each  mem- 
ber of  it  concurring  with  the  president  as  to  the  per- 
son most  proper  to  succeed  him  when  his  eight  years 
of  service  should  terminate. 

When  the  old  cabinet  was  broken  up,  it  was  not 
wished  to  have  the  services  of  major  Eaton;  the 
intention  and  wish  was,  to  put  me  in  his  place, 
and,  with  my  aid  in  Tennessee,  to  have  him  elect- 
ed to  succeed  me  in  the  senate. 

This  opinion  as  to  the  motive  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Herring  is  still- further  fortified  and 
confirmed  in  my  mind,  from  the  beiief  that  a very 
large  portion  of  all  the  officers  appointed  from  that 
time  to  this  have  been  selected  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciples, and  with  a view  to  the  same  object. 

Connected  with  this  subject,  and  tending  to  show 
that  I am  most  probably  correct  in  the  view  which 
I take  of  it,  there  are  many  circumstances  which  I 
have  become  acquainted  with,  which  show  that 
the  president  watched  with  care,  and  uniformly  en- 
deavored to  prevent,  every  thing  which  would  have 
the  effect  of  enabling  any  other  citizen  to  compete, 
successfully,  with  the  gentleman  who  was  his  fa- 
vorite. During  this  same  session  of  1832  or  1833, 
when  Mr.  Herring  was  appointed,  it  will  be  re- 
membered, the  United  States  seemed  to  be  on  the 
eve  of  a civil  war  with  South  Carolina,  on  account 
of  the  tariff;  and  that  a bill  was  sent  to  the  house 
of  representatives  from  the  treasury  department, 
proposing  a modification  and  reduction  of  it;  that 
the  provisions  of  that  bill  were  so  changed  in  the 
house,  that  it  became  very  unacceptable  to  a large 
majority,  and  had  no  prospect  of  finally  passing; 
that,  in  this  state  of  things,  and  after  what  was  call- 
ed the  force  bill  had  been  considerably  discussed  in 
the  senate,  Mr.  Clay  introduced  what  is  commonly 
called  the  compromise  bill,  and,  upon  its  second 
reading,  it  had  been  referred  to  a select  committee, 
composed  of  seven  members.  This  committee,  it 
was  my  duty,  as  presiding  officer,  to  appoint.  Be- 
fore the  members  of  it  were  named,  I received  a 
note  from  the  president,  requesting  me  to  go  to  his 
house,  as  he  wished  to  see  me.  I returned  for  an- 
swer, that  while  the  senate  was  in  session  it  was 
out  of  my  power  to  go,  but  that  as  soon  as  it  ad- 
journed I would  call  on  him.  I felt  the  high  re- 
sponsibility which  rested  on  me  in  appointing  the 
committee;  the  fate  of  the  bill,  in  a good  degree, 
depended  on  it;  and  if  the  hill  failed,  we  would  pro- 
bably be  involved  in  a most  painful  conflict.  I en- 


deavored to  make  the  best  selection  I could,  by 
taking  some  tariff'  men,  some  anti-tariff,  one  nulli- 
fier  and  Mr.  Clay  himself — hoping  that  if  a majori- 
ty of  a committee,  in  which  all  interests  and  views 
were  represented,  could  agree  on  any  thing,  it  was 
likely  it  would  pass.  Taking  these  principles  for 
my  guide,  I wrote  down  the  names  of  seven  mem- 
bers, Mr.  Clayton,  of  Delaware,  being  one;  and 
immediately  before  we  adjourned,  handed  the  names 
to  the  secretary,  with  directions  to  put  them  on  the 
journal,  and  in  the  course  of  the  evening  waited  on 
the  president.  Soon  after  we  met,  he  mentioned 
that  he  had  wished  to  see  me  on  the  subject  of  ap- 
pointing a committee  on  Mr.  Clay’s  bill,  to  ask  that 
Mr.  Clayton  might  not  be  put  oft  it;  as  he  was  hos- 
tile to  the  administration,  and  unfriendly  to  Mr. 
McLane,  he  feared  he  would  use  his  endeavor,  to 
have  a preference  given  to  Mr.  Clav’s  bill  over  that 
of  the  secretary  ot  tfie  treasury,  or  words  to  that 
effect.  I observed,  in  answer,  that  it  would  always 
give  me  great  pleasure  to  conform  to  the  wishes  of 
my  political  friends,  whenever  I could  do  so  with 
propriety;  but  that  the  treasury  bill  had  been  so  al- 
tered and  mangled,  and  that,  as  I understood,  in  a 
good  degree  by  the  votes  of  his  own  party,  that  it 
had  but  few  friends;  that  we  seemed  to  be  on  the 
eve  of  a civil  war,  and  that  for  the  sake  of  averting 
such  a calamity,  I would  further  all  in  my  power 
any  measure,  come  from  whom  it  might,  which 
would  give  peace  to  the  country,  and  that  any  bill, 
having  that  for  its  object,  was  esteemed  by  me  a 
measure  above  party,  and  any  man  who  was  the  au- 
thor of  it  was  welcome  to  all  the  credit  he  could 
gain  by  it.  But,  at  all  events,  it  was  too  late  to 
talk  on  the  subject,  as  I had  handed  the  names  of 
the  committee  to  the  secretary  before  we  adjourn- 
ed; and  that  as  I had  a very  high  opinion  of  Mr. 
Clayton’s  talents  and  liberal  feelings,  I had  put  him 
on  the  committee,  without  knowing  he  was  per- 
sonally unkind  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. — 
He  then  asked  me  if  1 could  not  see  the  secretary 
of  the  senate  that  evening,  and  substitute  some 
other  name  for  Mr.  Clayton,  before  the  journal  was 
made  up;  I told  him  I could  not — in  my  judgment 
it  would  be  wrong:  and  then  the  interview  termi- 
nated. 

An  incident  occurred  relative  to  an  appointment, 
falling  in  with  the  business  of  the  state  depart- 
ment, which  I feel  it  my  duty  to  state,  but  do  not 
k„uw  ciidi  me  secretary  or  state  naa  any  participa- 
tion in  it. 

At  the  session  of  1833  and  1834,  if  my  memory 
serves  me,  Mr.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  was  nomi- 
nated as  minister  to  Great  Britain,  and  his  nomina- 
tion rejected.  At  the  session  of  1834  and  1835,  on 
the  Sunday  immediately  preceding  the  close  of  the 
session,  a gentleman  called  at  my  lodgings  to  see 
me,  and  informed  me  that  he  had  called,  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  president,  to  consult  me  on  the  sub- 
ject of  again  nominating  Mr.  Stevenson  as  minis- 
ter to  Great  Britain;  and  to  say,  that  if  I believed  a 
majority  in  the  senate  could  be  procured  to  confirm 
the  nomination,  the  name  of  Mr.  Stevenson  would 
be  sent  in;  if  not,  no  nomination  would  be  made 
during  the  session.  I observed  to  the  gentleman,  I 
could  not  give  any  answer,  as  I had  heard  nothing 
on  the  subject,  and  bad  not  reflected  on  it;  and  further 
said,  from  what  I could  hear,  I was  at  a loss  to 
know  whether  I myself  was  viewed  as  friendly,  or 
the  reverse.  The  gentlemen  replied,  there  was  a 
mistake  on  that  subject;  that  it  was  commonly 
thought  Mr.  Stevenson  and  Mr.  Ritchie,  of  the  En- 
quirer, were  friendly  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  but  that 
was  not  so;  they  were  soured  with  him,  believing 
it  was  his  wish  to  make  Mr.  Rives  the  great  man 
of  Virginia.  After  some  further  conversation,  I 
told  him  I would  think  of  it  ’till  next  morning,  and 
would  then  tell  him  what  I thought.  He  did  call 
the  next  morning,  when  I requested  him  to  say  to 
the  president,  that  T had  no  means  of  knowing  how 
other  senators  would  vote,  and  that  the  only  advice 
I could  give  was,  for  the  president  to  do  what  he 
believed  to  be  his  duty,  leaving  the  senators  to  dis- 
charge theirs. 

The  nomination  was  not  sent  in  till  the  next  ses- 
sion; and,  in  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Stevenson  had 
been  presiding  officer  at  the  Baltimore  convention, 
and  an  active  partisan  in  aiding  to  carry  out  the 
views  and  wishes  of  the  president  as  to  his  succes- 
sor. 

As  the  time  of  the  election  of  his  successor  ap- 
proached nearer  and  nearer,  the  chief  magistrate 
became  more  and  more  open  and  undisguised  in  his 
interference  to  influence  and  control  public  opinion. 
I am  well  acquainted  with  his  signature,  and  have 
seen  many  newspapers  and  other  publications  sent 
under  his  frank  to  individuals,  and  to  members  of 
assembly,  calculated  and  intended  to  injure,  in  pub- 
lic estimation,  those  who  were  unwilling  to  act  in 
accordance  with  his  wishes  as  to  his  successor; 
have  seen  a toast  given  by  him  at  a public  dinner; 
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have  seen  letters  published  from  him  in  newspapers, 
and  have  heard  of  many  others,  and  now  have  copies 
of  some  never  published;  and  all  this  after  he  had 
endeavored  to  induce  me,  and  the  state  in  which  I 
reside,  to  accede  to  his  wishes,  under  the  promise 
of  his  influence  to  have  my  name  used  in  the  first 
instance  as  vice  president,  and  afterwards  for  the 
presidency,  as  I have  been  informed,  and  verily 
believe.  And  to  satisfy  the  committee  that  I do 
not  speak  unguardedly,  and  from  unkind  feelings 
upon  this  subject,  I subjoin  to  this  answer  the  ex- 
tract of  a letter  dated  23d  August,  1836,  from 
Mr.  Orville  Bradley,  of  Hawkins  county,  Tennes- 
see. He  is  a man  of  high  character  for  intelligence 
and  veracity,  and  I have  not  the  shade  of  a doubt 
that  every  thing  he  there  states  on  the  subject  of 
his  conversation  with  the  president  is  strictly  true. 

In  the  course  of  last  summer,  the  president  made 
a visit  to  his  home  in  Tennessee;  and,  as  I have 
been  informed,  ana  vemy  neiievc,  co  oo<m 

as  he  entered  the  state,  denounced  me  and  several 
of  my  colleagues,  who  are  my  political  friends, 
publicly,  and  in  strong  terms;  charging  some  of 
them,  and  especially  col.  Peyton,  with  having  giv- 
en a vote  relative  to  an  appropriation  on  the  Che- 
rokee treaty,  directly  contrary  to  what  the  journal, 
the  newspapers,  and  members  who  had  been  pre- 
sent, at  the  passage  of  the  bill,  shewed,  and  stated 
to  be  the  fact;  and,  as  to  another  of  them, 
Mr.  Huntsman,  in  answer  to  a question  to  him,  he 
alleged  he  was  on  the  fence,  and  it  was  doubtful 
which  side  he  would  fall;  and  afterwards,  when 
written  to  by  Mr.  Huntsman,  would  appear  to  have 
forgotten  that  he  ever  used  such  expressions:  all 
which  will  appear  by  a copy  of  Mr.  Huntsman’s 
letter  to  him;  and  a copy  of  his  answer,  and  my 
reply,  hereto  attached;  and  the  committee  will 
readily  perceive,  by  an  extract  of  a letter  from  col. 
O’Brien,  and  a certificate  of  Mr.  Carriger,  both 
highly  respectable  men,  that  his  memory  is  so 
much  impaired,  as  not  to  be  relied  on,  even  for  a 
few  months,  for  what  he  has  said  relative  to  the 
character  and  conduct  of  a representative  in  con- 
gress. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  although  I feel  I, 
and  the  senate  through  me,  were  misled,  in  the 
creation  of  the  office  of  commissioner  of  Indian  af- 
fairs, and  in  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Herring  to  fill 
said  office;  and  believe  that,  upon  investigation,  it 
will  be  found  that  frauds,  in  this  branch  of  the  ad 

llilllloli  uilwn  uf  Uic  vv  ai  llc'JJdl  tlliciil , ho. -vo  booi 

committed;  and  that  some  of  the  officers  or  agents 
of  the  government  have  participated  in,  and  deriv- 
ed pecuniary  benefits  from  them;  yet  I do  not  be- 
lieve the  secretary  of  war  intended  to  do  wrong, 
but  was  constrained  to  act  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  others. 

Amidst  the  variety  of  daily  duties  claiming  at 
tention,  and  without  any  thing  but  a general  ques 
tion  pointing  to  a particular  transaction,  it  is  very 
probable  that  some  facts  and  circumstances,  with 
in  my  knowledge,  are  omitted,  which  more  direct 
and  specific  questions  would  bring  to  my  recollec- 
tion. It  has  been  my  wish  to  make  my  answer  as 
full  as  I reasonably  could,  that  I might  save  the 
committee  the  trouble  of  a protracted  examination 


Extract  from  Mr.  Bradley’s  letter. 

Hawkins  county.  East  Tennessee,  Aug.  23,  1836. 

In  the  fall  of  1834,  on  his  return  from  the  west, 
general  Jackson  called  at  my  father’s;  I was  with 
him  then,  and  travelled  some  distance  with  hi 
along  the  road  in  this  county,  (Hawkins).  In  the 
course  of  the  time  we  were  together,  the  subject  of 
succession  was  freely  discussed.  Your  claims 
were  mentioned,  and  the  feeling  of  the  state  to 
have  opposition  to  Van  Buren.  I spoke  of  the  at 
tempt  which  had  been  made  in  the  assembly  of 
1833,  of  which  I was  a member,  to  nominate  judge 
White,  which  I told  him  I thought  I had  been 
mainly  instrumental  in  defeating,  by  virtue  of  an 
authority  you  had  given  me  before  you  left  Nash 
ville,  to  say  you  desired  it  should  not  be  done.  I 
told  general  Jackson  that  I thought,  after  having 
had  considerable  opportunities  of  forming  a correct 
estimate,  that  I felt  satisfied  that  two-thirds  of  the 
members  of  that  assembly  were  indisposed  to  sup 
port  Van  Buren,  and  would  not  do  it,  if  they  could 
get  any  other  respectable  man  of  their  own  princi 
pies  to  vote  for;  that  the  assembly  was  only  re 
strained  from  nominating  judge  White,  by  his"  own 
disinclination  to  such  nomination,  and  by  an  ap 
prehension  that  in  the  condition  of  the  public  feel- 
ing in  the  United  States,  (it  was  just  after  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites),  that  his  nomination  might 
throw  such  a fire-brand  into  the  ranks  of  the  admi- 
nistration as  might  break  down  judge  White,  and 
prostrate  the  whole  party,  and  throw  the  power  of 
the  government  into  the 'hands  of  the  bank  party; 
and  by  the  further  consideration,  that  as  Tennessee 
had  the  incumbent  of  the  presidency,  that  it  might 


be  considered  arrogant  in  them  to  be  the  first  to 
nominate  another  of  her  citizens  for  that  high  of- 
fice. I also  stated  to  general  Jackson  my  opinion, 
that  if  judge  White  should  receive  a respectable 
nomination  anjr  where  out  of  the  state,  that  it 
would  be  immediately  and  generally  followed  up  in 
Tennessee.  I told  the  president  that  immediately 
after  the  rise  of  the  assembly,  and  before  I left 
Nashville,  I had  written  to  judge  White  a full  ac- 
count of  the  state  of  things  at  Nashville,  all  that 
had  occurred,  the  part  that  i had  taken,  and  the  rea- 
sons that  had  influenced  me,  and  that  judge  White 
had  immediately  answered  me,  approving  of  my 
course,  and  stating  that  if  he  had  been  nominated, 
that  under  the  state  of  things  that  then  existed  at 
Washington,  he  should  have  felt  bound  to  put  down 
the  movement  under  his  own  hand  and  signature. 

I further  told  general  Jackson,  that  1 thought 
there  was  a decided  indisposition  in  Tennessee  to 

oupport  V<xn  Rurcn,  and  i ntirn a f aA  tr\  him,  thnt  nl 

though,  under  the  circumstances  that  then  existed, 

I had  felt  it  my  duty  to  oppose,  among  the  mem- 
bers, any  attempt  by  the  assembly  to  bring  out 
judge  White,  that  I did  not  iike  to  support  Van 
Buren,  iff  could  please  myself  any  better.  Gene- 
ral Jackson  entered  warmly  into  a vindication  of 
Van  Buren;  spoke  of  him  in  the  highest  terms, 
said  that  he  was  the  man  to  whom  the  party,  gene- 
rally, out  of  Tennessee,  was  looking  to  be  his  suc- 
cessor; that  White  could  hardly  get  a vote  out  of 
Tennessee,  and  that  Tennessee  must  not  separate 
from  the  rest  of  his  friends;  that  he  found  there 
was  a strong  disposition  in  this  state  to  press  the 
claims  of  judge  White,  but  that  it  would  not  re- 
ceive any  countenance  or  support  elsewhere.  But 
further,  said  he,  this  matter  must  be  compromised. 
Judge  White  and  the  state  of  Tennessee  ought  to 
be  satisfied  to  have  the  name  of  judge  AVhite  on 
the  ticket  with  Mr.  Van  Buren  as  vice  president. 
Judge  AVhite  is  yet  young  enough  to  come  in  after 
Mr.  Van  Bureu,  and  such  an  arrangement  will 
make  all  right  now,  and  secure  the  certain  elevation 
of  judge  White,  after  Mr.  Van  Buren.  I do  not 
know,  said  he,  with  a smile,  what  we  shall  do  with 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  but  I suppose  we  can  arrange 
the  matter  with  him  some  other  way.  General 
Jackson  requested  me  to  come  on  to  Washington 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session  of  congress; 
and  when  I told  him  I could  not,  he  requested  me 
to  write  to  him  during  the  winter  what  was-  goin^ 
on  »n  Tonnpsspc  4 tol.l  c-cncial  Jacltson.  when  he 
proposed  that  judge  White  should  be  put  on  the 
ticket  as  vice  president,  that  if  judge  White  should 
be  run  on  the  same  ticket  with  Van  Buren,  that  I 
would  support  it,  and  I thought  a majority  of  those 
who  were  desirous  of  bringing  out  judge  AVhite  in 
Tennessee  would  do  the  same,  but  that  it  would 
not  satisfy  all. 

I told  the  substance  of  this  conversation  to  judge 
Powell  and  John  Kennedy,  esq.  shortly  after  it  oc- 
curred; I think,  also,  to  John  Young;  of  this  coun- 
ty, and  S.  D.  Mitchell,  and,,  perhaps,  to  some 
others. 

AVhen  you  came  on  afterwards,  the  same  fall,  on 
your  way  to  Washington,  I told  it  to  you  at  Rogeis- 
ville.  Your  reply,  after  listening  till  I got  through, 
was,  that  the  office  of  vice  president  of  the  United 
States  was  a place  not  unworthy  of  the  ambition  of 
any  man,  when  properly  obtained;  that  it  was, 
perhaps,  greatly  superior  to  your  merits,  but  that 
you  would  not  accept  that  or  any  other  office,  when 
your  name  was  to  be  used  as  a lure  to  draw  men 
into  the  support  of  a ticket  they  would  not  other- 
wise vote  lor.  ;AAre  bad  other  and  further  conversa- 
tion on  the  matter  of  the  same  tenor,  which  it  is 
not  necessary  now  to  recapitulate.  Immediately 
after  my  leaving  your  room,  I was  accosted  by  se- 
veral of  those  to  whom  Iliad  told  general  Jackson’s 
proposition  of  your  being  put  on  the  ticket  as  vice 
president,  and  asked  if  you  would  accede  to  that 
proposition.  I gave  them  your  reply,  as  above  set 
forth.  They  then  said  you  would  [not]  run;  lor  in 
the  conversations  they  had  heaid  upon  the  subject 
of  your  nomination,  it  had  been  maintained  by 
many — perhaps,  a majority — that  you  would  not  al- 
low your  name  to  be  run  at  all.  General  Jackson 
had  expressed  that  opinion  in  the  conversation  we 
had.  He  had  also  stated,  he  had  no  objection  to  a 
nomination  of  judge  AVhite,  if  he  was  only  recom- 
mended to  the  American  people,  and  to  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  a general  convention  of  the 
party;  but  that  any  attempt  to  procure  an  absolute 
nomination  must  be  put  down  by  his  friends. 

The  foregoing  is  the  substance  of  my  conversa- 
tion with  general  Jackson,  in  relation  to  your  no- 
mination and  being  run  for  the  presidency,  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection.  At  this  late  period,  I have, 
for  the  first  time,  attempted  to  reduce  it  to  writing, 
and,  of  course,  cannot  pretend  to  be  absolutely  and 
certainly  right  in  every  particular.  But  I think  I 
have  committed  no  essential  errors. 


You  are  at  liberty  to  use  this  letter  as  you  please. 

I do  not  wish  it  to  go  into  tiie  newspapers,  without 
some  strong  necessity.  But  if  such  should  exist,  ! 
will  not  shrink  from  the  responsibility.  Your 
friend,  ORVILLE  BRADLEY. 

The  hon.  Hugh  L.  White. 

Washington  city,  Jan.  1,  1836,  (7.) 
Dear  sir:  In  a speech  w hich  w as  made  by  judge 
AVhite  at  Jonesboro,  Tennessee,  and  which  has 
been  published  in  the  papers  of  that  state  and 
elsewhere,  he  stated  in  substance,  (I  have  not  the 
speech  before  me),  that  you  were  asked  how  I 
stood  in  relation  to  the  administration,  and  the 
coming  election  for  president;  and  that  your  reply 

was,  1 DO  NOT  KNOW  HOW  HE  STANDS;  I BELIEVE 
HE  IS  UPON  THE  FENCE,  AND  IT  IS  UNCERTAIN 

which  side  he  will  drop.  The  first  time  I saw 
judge  White  alter  the  publication  of  his  speech,  I 
qnestorl  tntnnttr  who  was  his  author  in  regard  to 
the  expression  you  were  said  to  have  made.  He 
gave  me  tile  name  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  of  AVashington 
county,  Tennessee,  (if  1 remember  right),  asAhe 
person  who  heaid  you  make  the  expression.  It 
seems  that  one  of  my  colleagues,  and  an  honorable 
member  iroin  Virginia,  have  thought  proper  to  re- 
iterate this  charge  upon  the  floor  of  congress,  in 
the  discussion  ot  a question  now  pending  and  un- 
determined in  the  house  of  representatives. 

Not  having  any  acquaintance  with  Mr.  O’Brien, 
and  having  some  dounts  in  regard  to  the  accuracy 
of  his  statements,  I hope  you  will  not  deem  it  dis- 
respectful in  me  to  asic  from  you  a refutation  or  a 
confirmation  of  it. 

1 know,  sir,  that  the  weighty  affairs  of  govern- 
ment, which  draw  so  largely  upon  your  time  and 
attention,  leave  you  but  little  time  to  attend  to 
small  matters  like  this;  yet  it  lias  become  one  of 
considerable  importance  to  me,  or  it  is  made  so 
through  the  agency  of  others. 

As  I do  not  consider  that  I occupied  the  doubtful 
position  assigned  me,  and  having  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  you  would  knowingly  do  me  the  least 
injustice,  I ask  with  the  more  confidence  your 
answer  as  early  as  may  be  convenient.  With  sen- 
timents of  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  ADAM  HUNTSMAN. 
The  president  of  the  United  mates. 

Washington,  January  2,  IS36,  (7.) 
Sir:  Your  letter  ot  the  1st  instant  is  before  me. 
i have  not  the  slightest  recollection  of  having  made 
the  remarks  in  reference  to  you,  which,  it  seems 
from  your  note  of  yesterday’s  date,  was  imputed 
by  judge  AVhite  to  me,  in  a speech  at  Jonesboro, 
Tennessee.  I do  not  know,  nor  have  I any  recol- 
lection of  the  witness  to  whom  judge  White  refers 
you.  I have  no  acquaintance  with  the  O’Brien 
family.  And  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  I should 
have  entered  into  the  familiar  discourse  described 
by  judge  AVhite  with  a perfect  stranger,  without 
retaining  some  trace  on  my  memory  of  the  man, 
or  of  the  extraordinary  questioning  to  which  it  would 
seein  he  subjected  me.  If  I had  been  interrogated 
about  you,  by  one  whom  I thought  entitled  to  take 
such  liberty,  I should  have  said  to  him  that  I es- 
teemed you,  from  your  votes  and  course  in  con- 
gress, as  a Iriend  to  the  administration;  that  in  re- 
gard to  the  then  pending  election  for  president, 
you  were  the  avowed  friend  of  judge  White  tor 
president,  but  willing  to  give  ellect  to  the  wishes 
of  your  constituents,  if  they  preferred  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  in  case  the  election  came  into  the  house  of 
representatives. 

It  is,  however,  superfluous  labor  to  contradict  the 
fabrications  put  forth  by  judge  AVhite  and  his 
speech-makers,  who,  it  seems  irom  your  note,  are 
repeating  the  stories  made  up  for  their  electioneer- 
ing harangues  in  the  house  of  representatives.  The 
public  know  how  to  estimate  their  assertions.  If 
it  were  worth  the  trouble,  there  is  not  one  of  their 
narratives  with  which  they  have  connected  my 
name,  so  far  as  I have  heard,  that  could  not  be 
proven  as  mere  fiction  by  all  the  persons  whom  they 
represent  as  bearing  a part  in  what  they  pretend  to 
describe. 

But  I do  not  blame  these  subalterns.  Judge 
AVhite  himself,  in  his  Knoxville  speech,  did  not 
hesitate  to  lead  the  way  in  this  sort  of  traduction. 
To  distinguish  his  own  purity,  and  claim  credit  for 
disinterested  moderation  in  declining  the  vice  pre- 
sidency, (and  at  the  same  moment  when  he  was 
seeking  the  presidency  itself,  and  electioneering 
for  it  by  boasting  of  his  incomparable  modesty)^, 
he  gave  the  people  of  Tennessee  to  understand  that 
I had  attempted  to  purchase  his  support  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  by  an  oiler  of  the  vice  presidency  as  the 
first  consideration,  with  the  presidency  itself  in  re- 
version. There  never  was  a grosser  libel  than  this. 
There  is  about  as  much  truth  in  it,  as  there  was 
sincerity  in  that  lame  apology  iri  the  judged  letter 
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to  Mr.  Prior  Lee,  wherein  judge  White  pretends 
he  was  desirous  to  prevent  my  election  to  the  se- 
nate of  the  United  States,  and  send  my  bitterest 
enemy  to  that  body,  giving  him  a high  station 
whence  to  scatter  calumnies  against  me,  merely  for 
my  good — namely,  to  advance  my  pretensions  to 
t ie  cnief  magistracy,  by  saving  me  Ironi  the  suspi- 
cions of  accepting  the  senatorial  ollice  as  a means 
of  electioneering  for  myself!  An  office  which  he 
lately  accepted  precisely  under  the  circumstances 
which  subjected  him  to  the  identical  imputation 
liom  which  he  was  so  anxious  to  screen  me!  This, 
aid  many  recent  developments  of  character,  show 
that  judge  White,  under  strong  temptation,  has  a 
lai  code  of  morals  for  himself;  and  his  remarkable 
readiness  to  invent  pretexts  to  cover  the  naked  and 
palpable  selfishness  of  his  late  tergiversations  and 
multiplied  inconsistencies,  shows  tiiat  he  need  not 
tax  the  invention  of  his  subordinate  instruments 
forjfalsehood  to  suit  his  exigencies.  Whether,  then, 
he  lias  fabricated  himself  the  improbable  story  to 
which  you  refer,  in  addition  to  the  other  shameful 
f.iipito'tions  with  which  he  has  associated  my  name, 
or  is  indebted  for  them  to  some  ot  the  numerous 
famijy  of  the  O’Briens,  is  matter  of  but  little  mo- 
mentto  me.  They  all  now  stand  in  equal  credit 
with  lie  country.  I am,  sir,  vour  most  obedient 
servant,  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Tkehon.  Adam  Huntsman,  in  congress. 

P.  ^ As  judge  White  has  been  the  subject  of 
your  letter  and" this  reply  to  it,  you  will  please 
show  him  this  my  answer.  A.  J. 

Copy  of  a teller  to  the  hon.  Adam  Huntsman,  from 
the  hon.  Hugh  L.  While. 

Washington,  January  -1,  1837. 

Dear  ur:  Herewith  I return  the  correspondence 
between  you  and  the  president,  dated  the  1st  and 
2d  instant,  which  you  handed  me  this  afternoon. 
As  you  requested,  I have  not  shown  it  to  any  per- 
son, nor  have  I mentioned  to  any  one  that  I have 
seen  it. 

I feel  called  on,  when  returning  it,  to  say  some- 
thing in  relation  to  its  contents. 

In  the  president’s  answer,  he  says  he  has  no  re- 
collection of  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  thinks  it  not  likely 
he  would  have  been  catechised  by  an  entire  stran- 
ger, &c. 

I never  said  that  Mr.  O’Brien  had  conversed 
with,  or  asked  him  a question,  but  that  he  heard 
him  make  the  statement  in  answer  to  questions  put 
by  others  in  Jonesboro.  All  I know  is,  that  Mr. 
O'Brien  gave  me  the  information.  lie  is  a respect- 
able man.  I believe  what  he  told  me  to  be  true; 
and  the  circumstance  that  the  president  does  not  re- 
collect any  thing  on  the  subject  is  only  additional 
proof  that  the  best  of  us  cannot  always-  recollect 
what  we  have  said.  Our  colleague,  general  Carter, 
■was  present,  and  heard  my  conversation  with  Mr. 
O’Brien,  and  to  him  I refer  you  for  the  accuracy  of 
my  statement. 

As  to  the  other  parts  of  the  president’s  letter,  I 
regret  to  find  the  temper  in  which  it  is  written.  It 
indulges  in  statements  and  suspicions  not  only  er- 
roneous, but  unfounded  and  unjust. 

Every  thing  in  the  speech  slated  as  of  my  own 
knowledge  was  true,  and  every  thing  derived  from 
the  information  of  others  I then  believed,  and  yet 
believe,  to  be  true. 

I hope  you  will  not  deem  me  u., reasonable,  when 
I ask  a copy  of  this  correspondence. 

I do  not  complain  of  the  injunction  imposed,  not 
to  show  it  to  any  person;  but  if  you  have  allowed 
others  to  see  it,  and  make  its  contents  the  founda- 
tion of  accusations  against  me,  I would  think  I wa3 
unfairly  treated,  and  that  you  ought  to  remove  that 
injunction.  Most  sincerely  and  truly  yours, 

IIU.  L.  WHITE. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  John  O’Brien,  esq.  to  the  hon. 

W.  B.  Carter. 

Purlieu  iron  VJorlcs,  Jan.  19,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  Yours  of  the  5th  instant,  was  receiv- 
ed on  yesterday  evening,  requesting  me  to  state  the 
particulars  respecting  an  expression  I heard  gen. 
Jackson  make  while  in  Jonesboro.  On  the  even- 
ing of  the  day  of  gen.  Jackson’s  arrival  in  Jones- 
boro, I accidently  happened  at  the  place,  and  after 
night,  was  invited  by  the  hon.  John  Blair,  to  walk 
with  him  to  Nathan  Gammon’s  esq.  to  see  the  pre- 
sident. I accompanied  him,  and  was  introduced 
by  him  to  the  president.  Immediately  after  my 
introduction,  I took  a seat  but  a short  distance  from 
the  president,  near  Mr.  Donelson  and  G.  Gammon, 
esq.  I was  so  near  the  president,  that  I could  dis- 
tinctly hear  every  word  he  said.  He  was  asked  by 
some  gentleman  in  the  room,  (for  there  were  several 
present),  what  he  thought  of  several  of  the  Tennes- 
see delegation  in  congress;  to  allot' which  questions 
he  replied.  Amongst  the  rest  he  was  asked  what  he 
thought  of  Mr.  Huntsman.  He  replied:  “He  is  on 


the  fence,  sir,  and  I do  not  know  on  which  side  he 
will  fall.”  I remained  in  the  room  a short  time 
alter  the  general  had  made  the  foregoing  expression, 
and  left  the  room  with  the  hon.  John  Blair. 

Enclosed  is  a certificate  from  under  the  hand  of 
Christian  E.  Garriger,  esq.  who  accompanied  the 
hon.  John  Blair  and  myself  from  Mr.  Blair’s  to 
Mr.  Gammon’s.  1 will  go  to  Jonesboro  this  even- 
ing, and  endeavor  to  obtain  the  statement  of  some 
gentlemen  there,  who  were  present  at  the  time, 
which  I will  enclose  to  you  so  soon  as  I obtain 
them.  With  high  consideration,  I remain  your 
friend,  JOHN  O’BRIEN. 

Gen.  W.  B.  Carter. 

Certificate  of  Christian  E.  Carrigcr,  esq. 

January  19,  1837. 

I do  hereby  certify,  that  on  general  Jackson’s 
last  visit  to  Jonesboro,  on  his  way  to  the  Hermit- 
age, at  the  request  of  the  hon.  John  Blair,  I went 
in  company  with  him  and  John  O'Brien,  esq.  to  see 
the  general,  at  Nathan  Gammon’s,  esq.  That  at 
Mr.  Gammon’s,  in  presence  of  Mr.  O’Brien  arid 
several  other  gentlemen,  I heard  some  gentleman 
ask  the  general  several  questions  respecting  the 
Tennessee  delegation;  among  other  questions,  what 
he  thought  of  the  hon.  Adam  Huntsman?  “He  is 
on  the  fence,  sir,  and  I do  not  know  on  which  side 
he  will  fall;”  was  the  general’s  reply,  (as  near  as  I 
can  remember  verbatim.  Given  under  my  hand. 

CHRISTIAN  E.  CARRIGER. 

REPLY  OF  EX-PRESIDE  N'T  JACKSON. 

From  the  Nashville  Union  of  June  13. 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

Shortly  after  reaching  the  Hermitage  in  March 
last,  my  attention  having  been  called  to  the  testi- 
mony given  by  judge  White  before  the  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  executive  departments,  of  which 
the  honorable  Mr.  Wise  was  chairman,  I felt  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  correct  at  once  the  leading  accusation, 
which  it  was  the  design  of  that  testimony  to  estab- 
lish, and  to  promise  to  the  public,  as  soon  as  I re- 
ceived the  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  that  com- 
mittee, and  the  state  of  my  health  permitted,  a 
further  exposition  of  the  statements  made  by  judge 
White,  so  far  as  they  were  calculated  to  leave  im- 
pressions on  the  public  mind  unfavorable  to  my 
character.  I now  proceed  to  fulfil  this  promise. 

It  was  perhaps  unnecessary  for  me  to  trouble  the 
public  with  any  observations  intended  to  sustain  the 
justice  of  the  general  declaration,  respecting  the 
ability  and  integrity  with  which  the  various  execu- 
tive departments  had  discharged  their  duties,  con- 
tained in  my  last  annual  message  to  congress,  and 
which  was  the  subject  of  investigation  by  the  com- 
mittee, before  whom  judge  White  appeared  and 
answered  as  a witness.  A majority  of  that  commit- 
tee, after  the  fullest  consideration  of  all  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  various  individuals,  who  had  al- 
leged fraud  and  corruption  against  the  executive 
officers  were  unable  to  find  a solitary  case  to  justify 
the  charge,  and  reported  that  the  testimony  borne 
by  me  to  the  faithful  and  honest  services  of  those 
who  had  co-operated  with  me  in  the  execution  of 
the  laws,  might  have  been  much  stronger,  without 
transcending  the  bounds  of  truth  or  justice.  Under 
ordinary  circumstances,  I should  be  content  to  leave 
the  accusations  which  judge  White  and  his  partisans 
throughout  the  union  still  reiterate  against  me.  to 
the  refutation  they  received  from  that  committee. 
But  these  are  not  ordinary  times,  and  I am  unwil- 
ling that  there  should  be  a single  circumstance  in 
my  life,  private  or  public,  deemed  of  any  conse- 
quence to  the  country,  which  an  impartial  mind 
may  suppose  has  not  received  a true  explanation, 
either  on  the  one  hand  from  the  partiality  of  politi- 
cal friends,  or,  on  the  other,  from  the  severity  of 
political  foes.  I feel,  too,  considering  the  relation 
in  which  I so  long  stood  to  judge  White  as  a friend 
— the  conspicuous  station  he  lately  occupied  as  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency,  and  still  maintains  as 
a member  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States — the 
use  which  is  to  be  made  hereafter  of  his  testimony 
by  those  who  have  opposed  the  principles  of  my  ad- 
ministration— that  there  is  some  stronger  obligation 
upon  me,  than  what  could  be  raised  by  the  ordina- 
ry claims  of  party  difference,  to  notice  what  he  has 
said  under  the  solemnity  of  an  oath,  not  so  much  to 
justify  his  own  conduct  as  to  place  mine  in  the 
most  odious  light  before  the  American  people.  I 
have,  moreover,  throughout  life,  acted  upon  the 
general  piinciple,  that  in  the  performance  of  my 
duties  to  the  country,  in  whatever  station  called  to 
serve  it,  one  of  the -highest  was  never  to  allow  my 
own  acts  to  be  made  a mask  for  the  advancement 
of  designs  which  1 believed  to  be  prejudicial  to  the 
public  welfare,  without  affording  my  fellow  citi- 
zens the  means  of  detecting  and  guarding  against  it. 

With  these  general  observations  I proceed  to  no- 
tice the  material  charges  disclosed  under  oath  by 


judge  White,  and  shall  beg  the  patient  attention  of 
the  public  to  such  comments  as  I may  make  upon 
them,  with  the  view  of  correcting  his  facts,  and 
giving  the  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  them  their 
true  weight  and  importance. 

It  is  not  a little  remarkable  that  before  being 
sworn  by  the  committee  he  should  make  a state- 
ment of  reasons  for  consenting  to  testify,  contain- 
ing declaiations  that  are  not  sustained  by  facts,  and 
displaying  a temper  of  feeling  highly  discreditable 
to  the  high  character  which  he  seemed  so  anxious 
to  preserve  for  himself.  He  appears  before  the 
committee  with  the  following  preliminary  commu- 
nication: 

“lion.  Hugh  L.  White,  a senator  of  the  United 
States,  summoned  as  a witness,  appeared  before 
the  committee,  and  read  a paper  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  the  import: 

Declaration  of  the  hon.  Hugh  X.  While. 

Monday,  January  30,  1837. 

“Sir:  On  Saturday  evening  last,  I was  summon- 
ed to  attend  before  the  committee  of  w hich  you  are 
chairman,  and  give  evidence  touching  the  matters 
submitted  to  your  investigation.  I now  appear  be- 
fore your  committee,  at  the  time  specified  in  the 
subpeena,  but  not  in  obedience  to  its  mandate. 

“I  am  a member  of  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  now  in  session,  and  in  the  daily  discharge  of 
my  duties  as  a senator,  and,  while  I am  thus  engag- 
ed, do  deny  that  any  committee  ot  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives has  the  power,  by  its  mandate,  to  compel 
me  to  absent  myself  from  the  body  of  which  I am  a 
member.  I do,  therefore,  protest  against  the  power 
assumed  by  your  committee,  in  the  issuance  and 
service  ol  said  subpoena. 

“But,  at  the  same  time  that  I feel  it  my  duty  thus 
to  protest  against  the  exercise  of  a power  which  I 
believe  is  not  vested  in  your  committee,  I assure 
them  that  I will  at  all  times,  when  my  duties  as 
senator  do  not  compel  me  to  be  elsew  here,  volun- 
tarily attend  and  give  them,  upon  oath,  all  the  infor- 
mation in  relation  to  the  matters  which  may  come 
within  the  range  of  their  investigation. 

“I  respectfully  ask  that  this  protest  may  be  enter- 
ed on  the  journal  of  your  proceedings,  least,  here- 
after it  may  be  thought  I have  sanctioned  the  exer- 
cise of  a power  w hich,  it  is  easy  to  forsee,  may  be 
so  used  as  to  destroy  the  body  of  which  I am  a 
humble  member.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  most 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HU.  L.  WHITE. 


To  the  hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  chairman 

of  the  special  committee  of  the  house  of  reps. 

•“The  hon.  Mr.  White  then  read  to  the  commit- 
tee another  paper  of  the  following  import: 

Reasons  of  the  hon.  Hugh  L.  White  for  consenting: 
to  testify. 

“Mr.  Chairman:  Before  being  sworn,  it  is  due 
to  the  committee,  a3  well  as  myself,  that  I should 
make  a very  short  statement,  to  show  the  situation 
in  which  1 am  about  to  be  placed,  without  any  agen- 
cy of  mine. 

“For  many  years  I have  been  on  the  most  inti- 
mate and  confidential  terms  with  the  chief  magis- 
trate. We  have  conversed  with,  and  written  to, 
each  other,  perhaps  with  as  much  freedom  as  if  we 
had  been  brothers;  much  that  has  passed,  was,  of 
course,  highly  confidential. 

“I  should  hold  myself  disgraced  by  designedly 
bringing  any  matters  of  this  kind  before  the  public. 

“If  sworn,  1 must  tell  what  I know  or  believe  to 
be  true;  and  I consider  myself  called  upon  to  testi- 
fy, at  the  instance  of  the  present  chief  magistrate, 
and  of  the  distinguished  citizen  who  has  been 
chosen  to  succeed  him;  and  that,  if  any  disclosure 
1 may  make  would  seem  to  be  of  matters  which,  as 
a man  of  honor,  I ought  not  to  make  public,  I do 
so  in  consequence  of  the  necessity  they  have  im- 
posed on  me;  and  that  the  injunction  of  secrecy  has 
been  removed  by  them,  and  not  by  me. 

“With  this  statement,  I am  now  ready  to  be 
sworn,  if  the  committee  desire  it.” 

He  here  denies  to  a committee  raised  by  the 
house  of  representatives  the  power  to  call  before 
them  a senator  of  the  United  States,  and  declares 
that  he  would  hold  himself  disgraced  by  designrdlv 
bringing  any  of  the  confidential  matter  that  had 
passed  between  him  and  myself  before  the  public. 

This  plea,  however,  to  the  power  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  an  acquittal  of  disgrace  from  the  disclo- 
sure he  was  then  to  make,  is  obtained,  he  alleges, 
from  the  fact  that  he  testifies  “at  the  instance  of  the 
present  chief  magistrate,  and  of  the  distinguished  ci- 
tizen who  has  been  chosen  to  succeed  him.”  I have 
nothing  to  do  with  any  opinion  which  he  may  hold 
respecting  his  privileges  as  a member  of  the  senate, 
and  should  not  have  noticed  it  here,  but  for  the 
connection  he  has  given  it  with  his  reasons  for  tes- 
tifying. If  the  plea  of  privilege,  however  absurd, 
had  been  sincere,  it  was  clearly  his  duty  to  adhere 
to  it,  and  especially  not  to  surrender  it  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  making  a disclosure  which  he  declares  he 
could  not  make  u designedly ” without  disgrace. — 
But  the  plea  is  not  more  unfortunate  to  him  than 
the  reason  he  invented  for  surrendering  it.  Was  it 
true  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  desired  him  to  testify? — 
If  so,  I have  never  heard  of  it  before,  nor  is  it  pro- 
babable  that  any  one  else  ever  did.  Was  it  true 
that  he  testified  at  my  instance?  not  unless  he  felt 
himself  individually  referred  to  in  the  letter  which 
I addressed  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
the  subject  of  these  general  charges,  wherein  I 
remark  to  the  chairman: 

“If,  after  all  the  severe  accusations  contained  in 
the  various  speeches  of  yourself  and  your  associ- 
ates, you  are  unwilling  of  your  own  accord  to  bring 
specific  charges,  then  I request  your  committee  to 
call  yourself  and  your  associates,  and  every  other 
member  of  congress  who  has  made  the  general 
charge  of  corruption,  to  testify,  before  God  and  our 
country,  whether  you  or  they'  know  of  any  specific 
corruption  or  abuse  of  trust  in  any  of  the  execu- 
tive departments;  and  if  so,  what  it  is.  If  you  are 
able  to  point  to  any  case  where  there  is  the  slight- 
est reason  to  suspect  corruption  or  abuse  of  trust, 
no  obstacle  which  I can  remove,  shall  be  interposed 
to  prevent  the  fullest  scrutiny  by  all  legal  means. 
The  olfices  of  all  the  departments  will  be  opened 
to  you,  and  every  proper  facility  furnished  for  this 
purpose.” 

If  the  judge  had  become  possessed  confidentially 
in  his  intercourse  with  me  of  information  justifying 
the  charge  of  corruption  against  me  as  president  of 
the  United  States,  and  had  made  the  charge,  then 
had  he  incurred,  according  to  his  own  admission, 
the  disgrace  he  so  much  deprecates,  and  there  was 
no  occasion  for  the  scruples  manifested  before  the 
committee.  In  that  event  it  was  obviously  the  de- 
fence of  his  own  character  which  required  him  to 
make  these  disclosures,  and  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  throw  the  responsibility  of  his  doing  so  upon  me 
or  any  one  else.  Every  one  knew  that  he  had  fre- 
quently in  his  place  in  the  senate  and  elsewhere, 
made  these  charges.  He  could  not  suppose  that  he 
was  licensed  to  make  them,  without  stating  to  the 
country  the  circumstance  on  which  he  founded 
them;  and  it  is  worse  than  folly  for  him  to  imagine, 
that  lie  can  deceive  the  most  common  understand- 
ing by  the  declaration  that  it  was  at  my  instance 
he  was  forced  to  do  what  he  here  characterizes  as 
disgraceful.  The  truth  is,  this  parade  of  senatori- 
al privilege,  and  this  profession  of  regard  for  the 
sanctity  of  private  confidence,  were  unmeaning, 
unless  intended  to  give  cdfect  to  the  statements 
which  the  judge  was  not  to  make  as  a witness,  but 
had  made  as  a privileged  senator.  They  were  re- 
sorted to  under  the  expectation  that  he  would  not  be 
sworn,  and  that  he  could  excuse  himself  to  the 
country  by  the  declaration  that  he  would  have  tes- 
tified, had  he  have  been  permitted  by  the  chief 
magistrate.  For  all  the  purposes  of  injury  and  in- 
justice to  myself,  as  well  as  others,  it  was  easy  to 
see  that,  when  not  under  oath,  and  not  questioned 
as  to  facts,  he  was  just  the  witness  which  the  occa- 
sion demanded.  Then,  indeed,  would  this  plea  in 
bar  to  the  power  of  the  committee,  and  this  tender 
regard  for  my  rights,  have  sounded  well  in  the  ears 
of  those  who  were  prepared  to  believe  that  there 
could  not  be  so  much  complaint  against  the  execu- 
tive without  some  foundation. 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  this  committee  was 
raised  at  the  instance  of  Messrs.  Wise,  Bcdl,  Pey- 
ton and  others,  who  were  the  particular  friends  and 
intimate  associates  of  judge  White;  and  who  ap- 
pear to  have  gone  to  work  under  a firm  conviction 
that  they  could  obtain,  through  the  power  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  some  clear  proof  of  the 
abuses  so  often  charged  upon  the  executive,  by  the 
judge  as  well  as  themselves.  Mr.  Wise,  the  reck- 
less leader  in  the  investigation,  messed  at  the  same 
table,  and  lodged  at  the  same  house,  with  the 
judge.  He  was  on  all  occasions  the  busy  advocate 
of  his  pretensions  to  the  presidency,  and  being 
comparatively  young  and  inexperienced,  must  be 
supposed  not  to  have  taken  any  important  political 
steps  without  the  counsel  and  advice  of  the  aged 
friend  whose  interests  he  espoused  with  so  much 
warmth.  If  this  be  not  an  unreasonable  inference, 
it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  application  to  the 
house  of  representatives  for  the  appointment  of  this 
committee  had  the  sanction  of  judge  White,  and  it 
is  impossible  to  suppose  that  an  accuser  so  conspi- 
cuous as  he  was  should  be  unapprised  of  the  steps 
that  would  be  taken  to  bring  before  the  country  the 
evidence  on  which  his  charges  rested.  The  protest, 
therefore,  to  the  power  of  the  committee  comes  with 
a bad  grace  from  the  judge,  and  looks  still  more 
questionable  when  so  suddenly  surrendered,  to  en- 
able him  to  declare  that  he  testifies  at  my  instance, 
and  that  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  It  would  have  been 
much  more  manly  and  more  worthy  of  the  sanctity 
which  covered  the  solemn  charges  he  was  to  disclose, 


had  he  have  said  that  whatever  may  be  the  parlia- 
mentary construction  of  the  privilege  of  a senator,  in 
respect  to  a call  from  a committee  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, he  cheerfully  waived  it  in  the  present 
case,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  world  that  he  was  will- 
ing to  verify  whatever  charge  he  had  ever  made 
against  the  chief  magistrate  and  the  executive  de- 
partments of  the  government — that  he  regarded  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives  as  the  constitu- 
tional guardians  of.  the  life,  liberty  and  character 
of  the  citizen;  and  that  whenever  the  declaration 
of  a member  of  either  house  assailed  either  of  those 
rights  of  the  citizen  that  be  felt  such  member 
bound  by  the  highest  obligation  in  such  cases,  to 
respond  to  the  interrogatories  propounded  by  a tri- 
bunal instituted  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the 
justice  of  such  declarations.  This  view  .of  his  duty 
would  have  been  consistent  with  his  known  agency 
in  the  investigation  set  on  foot  by  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, and  w'ould  at  least  have  not  exposed 
him  to  the  absurdity  of  giving  reasons  for  his  testi- 
mony which  are  obviously  at  w’ar  with  facts,  and 
only  serve  to  show  that  the  odium  he  was  anxious 
to  detach  from  his  attitude  as  a witness  becomes 
necessarily  fixed  upon  him,  not  because  he  obeyed 
the  summons  of  the  committee,  and  really  did  testi- 
fy, but  because  there  is  in  the  manner  of  his  doing 
so  the  clearest  proof  of  his  yielding  to  a necessity 
stronger  than  his  respect  for  truth,  or  his  sense  of 
justice  and  honor.  This  necessity  grew  out  of  the 
following  communication  which  I made  to  the 
committee. 

“January  31,  18.37. 

“To  the  committee  of  investigation  of  which  Mr. 

H.  A.  Wise  is  chairman: 

“Being  casually  informed  that  judge  White,  of 
the.  senate  of  the  United  States,  before  the  said 
committee  of  investigation  into  the  abuses,  &c. 
charged  against  the  executive  departments,  has 
stated  that  he  and  myself  have  had  many  confiden- 
tial conversations,  and  intimating  that  there  was 
something  that  would  be  prejudicial  to  me,  (the 
president),  if  disclosed,  I therefore  absolve  him, 
from  all  obligations  of  confidence  in  regard  to  any 
thing  that  has  passed  between  us. 

“I  wish  every  conversation  had  or  held  with  him, 
on  all  and  every  subject,  faithfully  disclosed,  with 
the  time  when,  and  the  place  wdiere;  and  I hope 
the  committee  will  interrogate  him  as  to  every 
point  or  matter  of  confidence  that  ever  existed  be- 
tween us.  ANDREW  JACKSON.” 

But  for  this  communication,  made  as  soon  as  I 
was  informed  of  his  declaration  to  the  committee, 
that  I had  written  to  him  with  the  freedom  ol  a 
brother,  and  held  many  confidential  interviews  with 
him,  he  would  doubtless  have  been  content  with 
saying  that  “if  sworn  (mark  the  if)  I must  tell 
what  I know  or  believe  to  be  true.”'  The  magic 
power  of  that  word  if  was  now  however  destroyed, 
and  having  parted  with  the  plea  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  committee  there  was  ho  escape  from  the  di- 
lemma but  to  proceed  as  a witness. 

When  sworn  to  tell  the  truth , the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing ~ but  the  truth,  the  following  interrogatory 
was  put  to  him  by  the  committee:  “Do  you,  of 
your  own  knowledge,  know'  of  any  act  by  either  of 
the  heads  of  the  executive  departments,  which  is 
either  corrupt  or  a violation  of  official  duty?”  Here 
was  a clear  and  distinct  proposition  which  a con- 
scientious and  honorable  man  would  have  answer- 
ed without  evasion  or  circumlocution.  How  did 
the  judge  answer  it?  He  begins  by  saying,  “from 
the  manner  in  which  this  question  is  worded,  it  is 
somewhat  difficult  for  me  to  determine  to  what  ex- 
tent I ought  to  proceed  in  my  answer.  I presume 
it  could  not  be  the  meaning  of  the  committee  to 
constitute  me  the  judge  of  what  shall  be  considered 
corruption,  or  a violation  of  official  duty  by  any  of 
the  heads  of  the  executive  departments.”  What! 
judge  White  who  had  sat  on  the  supreme  court 
bench  of  his  state,  now  a member  of  the  high  court 
of  impeachment,  before  which  all  the  executive  of- 
ficers of  the  government  may  be  brought  for  cor- 
ruption or  violation  of  official  duty,  professing  un- 
der oath  that  he  was  incompetent  to  understand  the 
plain  import  of  the  interrogatory  intended  to  ascer- 
tain the  truth  of  the  very  charges  he  and  his  asso- 
ciates had  been,  from  time  to  time,  reiterating. 
This  is  as  bad  as  his  plea  of  privilege,  and  can  only 
be  accounted  for  by  the  operation  of  a motive, 
which,  however  intended  to  be  concealed,  will,  I 
think  in  the  sequel,  be  assigned  to  him  by  ail  can- 
did and  impartial  men.  But  the  judge  soon  reco- 
vers from  this  protestation  of  his  incompetency  to 
determine  what  is  corrupt  or  illegal,  and  leaps  to 
the  subject  of  the  public  lands  with  a suddenness 
which  would  almost  induce  the  reader  to  think  that 
he  had  forgotten  the  interrogatory.  He  says,  “Of 
my  own  knowledge  f do  not  know  of  any  frauds 
actually  practised,  either  as  to  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands  or  in  the  purchase  of  Indian  reservations;  yet, 


from  information  I have  received,  in  which  I con- 
fide, I do  believe  great  frauds  have  been  practised, 
and  are  yet  going  on,  as  to  buth;  and  that  in  some 
of  these  our  own  officers  or  agents  have  been,  and 
now  are  concerned  or  interested;  and  that  if  the 
committee  will  call  upon  persons  who  were,  and 
yet  are,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  places  where  those 
transactions  have  taken  place,  to  disclose  what 
they  know,  these  frauds,  and  those  concerned  in 
them,  can  be  ascertained.”  Why  has  this  consci- 
entious w'itness  thrown  a censure  upon  all  our  of- 
ficers and  agents?  Would  it  not  have  been  more 
just,  and  consistent  with  the  oath  he  had  taken,  to 
tell  the  whole  truth,  to  name  the  officers  and  agtnts 
whom  he  had  been  informed  were  practidng 
frauds,  and  not  by  a vague  generality,  tlrow 
suspicion  upon  the  innocent  and  faithful?  He  nust 
have  had  in  his  mind’s  eye  the  name  and  conluct 
of  his  friend  Mr.  Connell,  with  whose  history  the 
country  has  been  long  acquainted. 

This  man  was  appointed,  as  the  judge  yell 

knows,  upon  his  responsibility;  the  COmmSSion 
having  been  placed  at  his  disposal,  to  be  forwarded 
or  not  to  him,  as  he  thought  the  public  irterest 
w'ould  be  promoted  by  his  services.  He  vas  re- 
moved as  soon  as  I found  out  that  he  was  spiculat- 
ing  in  Indian  reservations,  and  thwarting  the  ef- 
forts of  our  emigrating  agent  and  the  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  executive  to  treat  with  Ihe  Che- 
rokees,  unless  they  recognized  his  claims.  His  re- 
moval was  understood  to  give  great  mortification 
to  the  judge,  and  was  undoubtedly  the  cause  of  his 
bitter  and  unworthy  attack,  on  the  floor  of  the  se- 
nate, of  Mr.  B.  F.  Currey,  whose  faithful  and  va- 
luable services  to  the  country  are  acknowledged 
by  every  one  acquainted  with  the  difficulties  grow- 
ing out  of  the  situation  of  the  Cherokee  Indians. 
If  judge  White  was  deterred,  by  the  responsibility 
attached  to  himself,  from  giving  the  particulars  of 
this  case  to  the  committee,  he  should  have  devised 
some  mode  of  discharging  the  obligation  of  his 
oath,  that  would  have  made  the  particular  censure 
due  to  his  friend  and  correspondent,  Mr.  Connell, 
not  fall  upon  all  the  officers  employed  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  public,  lands,  or  in  the  service  of 
our  Indian  affairs.  He  ought  at  least  to  have 
recollected  that  it  w'as  contrary  fo  the  rules  of 
evidence  for  a witness  to  state  his  beliefs  without 
anv  of  the  facts  on  which  they  were  founded. 

The  judo-e  next  proceeds  to  give  a detailed  ac- 
count of  the  policy  of  the  government  in  removing 
the  Indians,  and  states  that  the  secretary  of  war 
came  to  him  in  the  session  of  1831-32,  urging  the 
passage  of  a law'  to  create  an  Indian  bureau  lor 
reasons  assigned,  and  pledging  himself  that  if  the 
law  passed,  the  bureau  “ should  be  well  filled;”  that 
he  referred  the  secretary  of  war  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Indian  committee  in  the  house,  with  w'hose  co- 
operation he  W'ould  do  all  in  his  power  to  give  ef- 
fect fo  his  wishes.  He  then  adds: 

“The  bill  w’as  introduced,  and,  owing  to  the  strong 
representation  made  of  the  necessity  lor  its  pas- 
sage, the  opposition  in  the  senate  was  withdrawn, 
and  the  law'  was  passed.  Congress  adjourned,  and 
no  appointment  of  commissioner  was  made  until 
the  next  session;  and  then  the  same  gentleman 
whose  supposed  incompetency  at  the  head  oi  the 
Indian  bureau,  with  a small  salary,  had  given  rise 
to  this  law,  was  nominated  to  fill  the  office  oi  com- 
missioner, to  which  was  attached  the  salary  of  3,000 
dollars  per  annum.  The  nomination  W'as  relerred 
to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  and  they  report- 
ed recommending  that  the  nomination  should  be 
confirmed.  At  that  session  I happened  to  be  in  the 
chair;  and  when  I heard  the  report,  withdrew  from 
the  chair,  and  spoke  to  the  gentleman  who  made 
the  report;  told  him  what  had  passed  betw'een  the 
secretary  and  myself,  and  that  I felt  it  due  to  the 
senate  and  to  the  country  that  the  facts  should  be  dis- 
closed, so  that  the  nomination  might  be  acted  on 
with  a full  understanding  of  the  facts.  He  told  me 
he  would  have  the  nomination  laid  on  the  table, 
until  he  could  see  the  secretary,  and  have  his  ex- 
planation on  the  subject.  He  did  so,  and  after- 
wards informed  me  he  had  seen  and  conversed  with 
the  secretary,  and  communicated  to  him  my  state- 
ment; and  that  the  secretary  admitted  my  state- 
ment to  be  true,  as  to  what  passed  between  ns,  but 
that  after  the  passage  of  the  law,  Mr.  Herring  had 
devoted  himself  to  acquiring  a knowledge  of  the  du- 
ties pertaining  to  the  office,  and  was  then  qualified 
to  discharge  them.  Under  this  statement  I said 
nothing  further,  and  the  nomination  was  confirmed; 
and  it  so  did  happen  that,  although  I never  heard  Mr. 
Herring’s  integrity  called  in  question,  yet  his  w'ant 
of  capacity  was  admitted  by  all  with  whom  I con- 
versed before  he  quit  Ihe  office. 

“During  the  last  session  he  was  appointed  pay- 
master, and  Mr.  C.  A.  Harris  appointed  commis- 
sioner, who,  so  far  as  I can  judge,  is  a most  faithful, 
competent  and  efficient  officer.” 
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The  object  of  the  judge,  in  the  details  lie  has 
given  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  oflhe  appointment 
of  Mr-  Herring  to  the  oliice  of  commissioner  after 
lie  resigned  this  cilice,  and  his  appointment  to  the 
oliice  of  paymaster,  is  to  fix  upon  the  president  the 
corrupt  motive  of  bringing  into  office,  for  unworthy 
political  purposes,  a gentleman  whom  he  knew  to 
be  incompetent.  If  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
as  given  by  judge  White,  were  true,  his  inference 
from  them  is  such  only  as  a mind  diseased  by  vin- 
dictive passions  could  draw.  But  the  circumstances 
are  misrepresented  by  the  judge.  I say  misrepre- 
sented, because  he  was  informed  by  me  at  the  time, 
as  were  many  others  of  my  friends  in  and  out  of  the 
senate,  of  the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  make 
the  nomination  of  Mr.  Herring.  As  soon  as  the  law 
creating  the  office  had  passed,  judge  White  knew 
that  I had  determined  to  nominate,  without  delay, 
an  individual  to  till  the  office.  It  will  be  seen  from 
the  statement  of  my  private  secretary,  that  I signed 
U‘;->  nomiMtion,  and  directed  it  to  be  carried  to  the 
senate,  but  that  it  was  withheld  by  my  secretary  at 
the  solicitation  of  the  secretary  of  war,  until  he 
could  have  an  interview  with  me.  In  this  inter- 
view, governor  Cass  urged  so  strongly  the  good- 
ness and  trustworthiness  of  Mr.  Herring,  and  vouch- 
ed so  unqualifiedly  for  his  general  capacity  and 
learning,  stating  that  he  had  latterly  turned  his  at- 
tention to  the  study  of  the  Indian  character  and 
habits,  that  I gave  up  the  determination  to  nomi- 
nate a different  person.  Considering  that  governor 
Cass  was  responsible  for  the  duties  of  the  office, 
that  he  was  intimately  acquainted  himself  with  our 
Indian  relations,  and  would  devote  most  of  his  time 
to  them.  I felt  it  to  be  due  to  him  when  informed, 
that  judge' Herring’s  appointment  would  be  more 
agreeable  to  him  than  that  of  any  other  individual, 
to  gratify  him.  Now  this  explanation  of  the  facts 
in  this  case  was  twice  given  by  myself  to  judge 
White:  he  admits  that  it  was  substantially  given  to 
him  by  governor  Cass;  and  yet  he  prefers  to  min- 
gle it  with  other  matters  with  which  it  had  no  con- 
nection, under  the  hope  that  he  could  get  credit  for 
the  vile  insinuation  that  it  was  my  desire  to  promote 
the  interests  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  which  led  me  to 
make  that  nomination.  How  fallen  must  the  judge 
appear  in  the  ej'es  of  all  impartial  and  candid  men, 
when  they  are  informed  that  judge  Herring,  if  he 
had  any  political  partialities,  was  never  numbered 
with  the  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  He  was  not 
appointed  to  any  office  either  then  or  prior  to  that 
time  by  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  or 
of  his  political  friends,  and  it  was  notorious  to  every 
one  at  all  acquainted  with  his  mild  and  amiable 
character,  that  he  was  averse  to  all  political  strife, 
and  took  no  part  in  the  contest  which  was  going  on 
for  the  presidency.  In  making  his  appointment,  I 
never  thought  of  its  political  effect.  I knew  that 
he  was  an  intimate  personal  friend  of  the  secretary 
of  war,  at  whose  solicitation  he  was  appointed  in 
the  manner  stated. 

I proceed  with  the  judge’s  testimony,  requesting 
the  reader  to  keep  in  mind  that  he  was  under  oalh 
before  the  committee,  and  answering  the  following 
question:  “Do  you  of  your  own  knowledge  know  of 
any  act  by  either  of  the  heads  of  the  executive  de- 
parlments  which  is  either  corrupt  or  a violation  of 
their  official  duties?”  In  the  quotation  made  above, 
the  reader  must  be  struck  with  surprise  at  the  fol- 
lowing remark:  and  it  so  did  happen  that  although 
I never  heard  judge  Herring’s  integrity  called  in 
question,  yet  his  want  of  capacity  was  admitted  by 
all  with  whom  I conversed  before  he  quit  the 
office.”  Not  by  governor  Cass,  who  the  judge  had 
just  sworn  had  declared  to  a member  of  congress, 
that  “judge  Herring  was  then  well  qualified,”  ami 
the  reader  might  well  infer,  not  by  judge  White 
himself,  for  it  seems,  from  his  own  admission,  that 
the  testimony  borne  by  gov.  Cass  to  the  competency 
of  judge  Herring,  not  only  silenced  all  opposition, 
but  obtained  the  acquiescence  of  judge  White  to 
the  confirmation  of  his  appointment.  The  judge 
says  he  made  explanations  of  the  subject  to  (he 
chairman  of  the  Indian  committee  in  the  senate, 
before  the  vote  was  taken,  and  we  are  to  infer  that 
as  there  was  no  opposition,  and  that  as  he  did  not 
vote  against  him,  that  that  explanation  was  highly 
favorable  to  Mr.  Herring.  What  then  becomes  of 
all  this  attempt  of  the  judge  to  deduce  out  of  the 
history  of  this  case  matter  of  grave  accusation  against 
me.  The  bill  in  this  case  was  introduced  and  pass- 
ed by  himself— the  $3,000  salary  attached  to  it, 
which  he  names  as  something  extraordinary,  was 
put  there  by  himself — the  gentleman  who  was  ap- 
pointed to  fill  the  office  was  put  there  with  his  con- 
currence, and  it  will  be  seen  from  the  letter  from 
Mr.  Harris,  the  present  incumbent  of  the  office, 
herewith  appended,  that  that  gentleman,  if  he  had 
any  political  partialities,  was  never  suspected  of 
having  any  for  Mr.  Van  Buren.  But  the  judge 
proceeds:  during  the  last  session  Mr.  Herring  “was 


appointed  paymaster,  and  Mr.  C.  A.  Harris  was  ap- 
pointed commissioner,  who,  so  far  as  I can  judge, 
is  a most  competent,  faithful  and  efficient  officer.” 
The  object  of  the  introduction  of  this  irrelevant 
matter,  the  reader  will  see  in  the  following  quota- 
tion: “I  think  the  public  interest  suffered  much 
from  the  iucompetency  of  Mr.  Herring  while  he 
was  in  office,  and  that  it  will  take  some  time  still  to 
come,  before  his  successor,  with  all  his  zeal,  watch- 
fulness and  industry,  will  be  able  to  make  those 
reforms  which  the  public  interest  requires.”  The 
manifest  aim  of  the  judge  here  was  to  get  a pretext 
for  an  accusation  against  me,  but  knowing  that  if 
he  stated  facts  the  consequences  would  be  more 
fatal  to  his  reputation  than  the  declaration  of  his  in- 
competency  to  decide  upon  what  would  be  called 
by  the  committee  corrupt  or  illegal,  he  takes  shelter 
under  generalities.  He  thinks  that  the  public  in- 
terest has  suffered,  but  how,  or  in  what  particular 
instances,  he  does  not  state.  The  reason  is  obvi- 
ous. He  could  point  to  no  instances  in  that  parti- 
cular department  except  the  one  of  Mr.  McConnell, 
which  was  one  of  the  fruits  of  the  too  great  confi- 
dence reposed  in  the  judge  by  the  secretary  of  war 
and  myself.  Whatever  errors  may  have  been  oc- 
casionally committed  by  Mr.  Herring,  they  were 
immediately  corrected  by  the  supervising  power. 
It  is  doubtless  true,  however,  that  Mr.  Harris  has 
introduced  a system  in  the  Indian  bureau,  which 
will  be  valuable  as  producing  an  economy  of  both 
time  and  labor  in  that  branch  of  the  public  service. 

The  judge  winds  up  the  disclosure  which  was  so 
dreadful  when  not  told,  which  as  long  as  he  could 
say,  if  sworn  I shall  have  to  tell  it  all,  was  suppos- 
ed to  contain  a license  for  whatever  the  tongue  of 
malice  and  detraction  could  utter  against  my  admi- 
nistration, in  the  following  language: 

“I  feel  that  I should  do  the  late  secretary  injus- 
tice were  I to  stop  here.  I do  not  believe  he  in- 
tended to  deceive  me,  or  to  injure  the  public,  when 
he  promised  me  that  if  the  office  was  created  it 
should  be  well  filled;  but  that  after  it  was  created, 
a.s  it  connected  itself  with  all  the  ramifications  of  ike 
Indian  department,  and  the  officer  might  have  very 
extensive  influence,  it  was  esteemed  a matter  of  im- 
portance to  have  it  filled  with  a decided  friend  to 
the  gentleman  who  was  then  looked  to  by  the  .pre- 
sident and  many  others  as  the  person  who  ought  to 
succeed  the  present  chief  magistrate;  and  that  the 
secretary  was  constrained  to  yield  to  an  influence 
which  hebelived  he  had  not  the  power  successfully 
to  resist.” 

Here  is  a method  of  doing  justice  to  the  secreta- 
ry of  war,  by  dishonoring  his  own  declarations,  by 
the  substitution  of  a fiction  for  a well  known  fact, 
and  making  out  of  that  fiction  a charge  against  my- 
self and  all  the  executive  officers. 

Can  any  moral  man,  who  has  any  regard  for  the 
solemnity  of  an  oath,  who  has  observed  what  the 
judge  has  just  declared  respecting  the  agency  of 
the  secretary  of  war  in  obtaining  the  passage  of 
this  law,  his  solicitations  in  favor  of  Mr.  Herring, 
his  declarations  to  judge  White  himself  and  to  the 
other  members  of  congress  he  refers  to,  of  his  ca- 
pacity, honesty  and  integrity,  and  finally  the  judge’s 
acquiescence  in  his  nomination,  fail  to  be  horror- 
struck  at  the  statement  just  quoted?  But  the  judge 
was  in  a dilemma,  and  he  ought  perhaps  not  to  be 
too  severely  condemned  for  the  unfortunate  man- 
ner which  he  has  taken  lo  get  out  of  it.  In  the 
vagaries  of  his  imagination,  highly  excited  by  the 
promises  which  tempted  him  from  the  ranks  of  his 
old  republican  friends,  he  was  weak  enough  to  sup- 
pose that  I was  the  cause  of  the  disappointment 
which  so  suddenly  befel  him.  The  case  of  Mr. 
Herring  was  perhaps  better  calculated  than  any 
other,  if  not  to  deceive  him,  at  least  to  furnish  him 
with  a pretext  for  the  change  in  Iris  relations  as  a 
politician,  and  for  the  great  abuses  which  he  charg- 
ed upon  my  administration.  Mr.  Herring  was  from 
New  York — was  just  appointed  a clerk,  afterwards 
was  made  a commissioner  of  the  Indian  affairs,  and 
finally,  having  resigned  the  latter  appointment,  was 
commissioned  as  a paymaster,  and  sent  to  Tennes- 
see to  pay  the  volunteers.  Assuming  that  he  was 
a political  friend  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  judge  could 
not  brook  the  idea  of  his  being  employed  to  pay 
the  Tennessee  troops.  I*  was  a marked  case  of  my 
interference  with  the  freedom  of  elections;  a case 
known  personally  to  judge  White;  who,  if  he  were 
permitted  to  disclose  all  that  he  knew  about  it, 
would  at  once  bring  odium  upon  the  president  and 
his  administration.  Accordingly,  the  judge  traces 
these  incidents  with  all  the  minuteness  and  gravity 
which  he  could  master,  vainly  imagining  that  they 
would  prove  overwhelming  as  a climax  for  the 
story  he  was  to  tell,  under  oi1h,  of  my  efforts  to 
procure  the  election  of  my  successor.  ITe  says: 

“I  am  the  more  inclined  to  adopt  this  opinion, 
because,  from  a very  extensive  intercourse  with 
the  secretary  relative  to  tho  Indian  affairs,  I was 


impressed  with  the  belief  that  in  all  case3  where 
he  was  left  free  to  pursue  his  own  judgment,  he 
was  disposed  to  act  with  the  utmost  fairness,  and 
with  a strict  regard  to  the  public  interest;  and  be- 
cause 1 know,  in  a manner  most  satisfactory  to  my- 
self, that  as  early  as  1831,  (if  not  sooner),  when 
the  first  cabinet  was  dissolved,  and  a new  one  to  be 
created,  the  president  had  fixed  li is  mind  upon  the 
president  elect  as  the  most  suitable  person  lo  suc- 
ceed him;  and  that  with  a view  to  procure  harmony 
among  the  members  of  his  political  family,  it  was 
considered  important  to  remove  from  the  old  cabi- 
net three  getlemen,  who,  it  was  believed,  did  not  co- 
incide in  opinion  with  him  upon  that  subject,  and 
form  a new  cabinet  which  would  be  a unit;  that  is, 
each  member  of  it  concurring  with  the  president 
as  to  the  person  most  proper  to  succeed  him  when 
his  eight  years  of  service  should  terminate. 

“When  the  old  cabinet  was  broken  up,  it  was  not 
wished  to  have  the  services  of  major  Eaton:  the  in- 
tention and  wish  was  to  put  me  in  his  place;  and, 
with  my  aid  in  Tennessee,  to  have  him  elected  to 
succeed  me  in  the  senate. 

“This  opinion,  as  to  the  motive  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Herring,  is  still  further  fortified  and 
confirmed  in  my  mind,  from  the  belief  that  a very 
large  portion  of  all  the  officers  appointed  from  that 
time  to  this  have  been  selected  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciples, and  with  a view  to  the  same  object.” 

I feel  confident  when  the  reader  is  made  fully 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances  out  of  which 
the  judge  has  manufactured  the  above  statement, 
that  he  will  he  at  a loss  for  language  to  stamp  them 
with  the  opprobrium  they  deserve.  The  judge  will 
scarcely  deny  now,  as  he  has  sworn  to  it,  that  he 
enjoyed  my  confidence  at  the  commencement  of 
my  administration.  He  was  frequently  consulted, 
as  he  intimates,  in  regard  to  the  measures  it  pur- 
sued up  to  the  period  of  the  offer  made  to  him  of 
the  appointment  of  secretary  of  war,  and  even 
much  later.  Soon  after  my  arrival  at  Washington 
in  1328-29,  he  cannot  have  forgotten,  or  if  he 
should,  I have  fortunately  the  evidences  where- 
with to  refresh  his  memory — I say  he  cannot  have 
forgotten  that  one  of  my  first  acts  as  president  was, 
to  reduce  to  writing  the  general  principles  which 
would  guide  my  public  course,  one  of  which,  in 
reference  to  my  cabinet,  was  the  following:  “that 
no  head  of  a department  should  become  a candi- 
date for  the  office  of  president  and  vice  president 
of  the  United  States,  while  he  remained  in  the  de- 
partment.” The  whole  of  this  paper,  laying  down 
the  rules  which  would  govern  me,  and  particularly 
this  feature  in  it,  was  cordially  approved  by  the 
judge,  who  had  been  himself  shortly  before  that  pe- 
riod solicited  to  take  a place  in  my  cabinet.  If  I 
had  set  out  with  the  expectation  of  influencing  the 
choice  which  the  people  were  to  make  of  some  one 
to  succeed  me  in  the  office  of  president,  it  is  not 
probable  that  this  rule,  excluding  all  members  of 
my  cabinet  from  the  field  of  competition,  would 
have  been  adopted — so  that,  at  least  up  to  the  time 
of  the  difficulties  which  led  to  the  dissolution  of 
that  cabinet,  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  an  excuse 
for  the  allegations  lie  has  been  at  so  much  pains  to 
preface  with  the  Herring  case.  But  he  may  have 
only  intended  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  organiza-. 
tion  of  a new  cabinet  was  controlled  by  a desire  of 
mine  to  promote  the  interests  of  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
Here,  too,  he  is  equally  unfortunate,  for  it  is  well 
known,  that  at  this  period  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  name 
had  not  been  announced,  and,  as  far  as  I have  been 
informed,  had  not  been  thought  of  as  a candidate 
for  the  office  of  president  or  vice  president.  It  was 
not  until  he  was  rejected  as  minister  to  England, 
that  the  republican  portion  of  the  people,  becoming 
indignant  at  the  reasons  which  produced  it,  with 
one  voice,  from  Maine  to  Louisiana,  declared  him 
their  candidate,  and  elected  him.  Mr.  Van  Buren 
was  then  the  choice  too,  as  it  has  always  been  un- 
derstood, of  the  judge  himself  for  that  office.  If 
the  judge  saw  in  his  retirement  from  my  cabinet, 
that  spirit  of  executive  interference  and  dictation, 
for  the  discovery  of  which  he  has  been  so  much 
lauded  by  his  new  friends,  where  tlipn  were  his  sa- 
gacity and  patriotism,  and  why  did  he  not  proclaim 
it?  Such  a supposition  is  disgraceful  to  his  charac- 
ter, and  is  not  warranted  by  any  of  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  dissolution  of  my  first  cabinet. 
It  is  true,  as  the  judge  asserts,  that  there  was  a 
want  of  harmony  in  that  cabinet,  and  that  for  this 
reason  I felt  that  the  public  interest  required  the 
organization  of  a new  one;  but  no  one  has  the 
slightest  pretext  for  the  insinuation,  that  this  step 
was  taken  to  promote  the  political  interests  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren.  It  is  well  known  to  the  judge,  that  I 
accepted  the  resignations  of  both  Mr.  Van  Buren 
and  major  Eaton  with  reluctance,  and  not  until  I 
found  that  no  expostulation  from  mvself  or  friends 
could  change  their  determination.  I am  not  aware 
that  either  of  them  had  any  expectation  of  filling 
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any  situation  in  the  public  service  afterwards.  In 
offering  them  the  situations  they  afterwards  accept- 
ed, I certainly  was  guided  by  the  same  motives 
which  induced  me  to  tender  similar  appointments 
to  the  other  three  members  of  the  cabinet,  Messrs. 
Ingham,  Branch  and  Berrien.  Mr.  Van  Buren,  I 
am  satisfied,  took  the  mission  to  England,  fully  cal- 
culating that  he  would  there,  at  least,  escape  poli- 
tical strife,  and  stand  aloof  from  any  difficulty 
which  his  republican  friends  might  experience  in 
selecting  a candidate  for  either  the  presidency  or 
vice  presidency. 

But  the  judge,  being  under  oath,  will  have  if  that 
the  retirement  of  my  first  cabinet  grew  out  of  my 
desire  to  appoint  Mr.  Van  Buren  my  successor, 
and  ascribes  to  this  cause  my  offer  of  the  war  de- 
partment to  him,  after  maj.  Eaton  left  it.  In  order 
that  the  reader  may  fully  appreciate  the  character 
of  this  charge,  I must  beg  his  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing details  of  some  confidential  intercourse  with 
the  judge,  which  he  has  thought  it  prudent  not  to 
divulge.  When  informed  of  iny  election  in  1828, 
my  thoughts  were  very  naturally  turned  upon  the 
selection  of  my  cabinet.  Knowing  the  value  of  a 
true  and  confidential  friend,  and  believing  judge 
White  to  be  one,  as  I did  maj.  Eaton,  I wrote  to  the 
judge  confidentially,  that  as  he  and  the  major  had 
been  instrumental  in  bringing  me  into  office,  I wish- 
ed the  aid  of  one  or  the  otuer  of  them  in  the  war 
department.  I stated  to  him  particularly  in  that 
letter,  that  1 desired  a friend  to  ha  near  me,  in  whom 
I could  implicitly  rely,  and  that  if  there  were  any 
circumstances  which  would  prevent  his  acceptance 
of  the  war  department,  I requested  him  to  hand  the 
letter  to  major  Eaton,  that  he  might  be  advised  of 
my  wishes.  On  my  arrival  at  Washington,  the 
judge  waited  upon  me,  and  informed  rne  that  the 
situation  of  his  family,  and  his  want  of  experience 
in  military  matters,  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  accept 
the  oifer  I had  made;  and  that  agreeably  to  my  re- 
quest, he  had  handed  my  letter  on  ihe  subject  to 
major  Eaton,  whom  he  feared  could  not  be  induced 
to  take  it.  Major  Eaton,  however,  after  several  in- 
terviews, did  at  length  agree,  though  very  reluc- 
tantly, to  take  charge  of  the  department.  Now,  I 
beg  the  reader  to  remember  that  from  that  day  to 
the  period  of  the  resignation  of  that  cabinet,  the 
confidential  and  friendly  intercourse  between  the 
judge  and  myself  continued  unbroken;  and  I leave 
it  to  him  to  decide  whether  the  judge  would  not 
have  come  nearer  the  truth,  by  ascribing  the  oifer  I 
again  made  to  him  of  the  war  department  to  the 
natural  effect  of  that  confidence  and  friendship, 
than  to  the  base  motive  imputed  in  his  testimony. 
Was  it  not  at  least  to  have  been  expected  from  him 
that  he  would  have  had  the  magnanimity  to  disa- 
buse the  confidence  I reposed  in  him,  and  not  make 
the  bereavements  of  his  family,  in  which  I sincerely 
sympathised  with  him,  a cause  for  not  occupying  a 
situation  in  my  cabinet,  when  there  was  a far  dif- 
ferent one — one  that  friendship,  honor  and  patriot- 
ism, all  united  in  saying  that  he  ought  to  have  de- 
clared to  me. 

I must  here  bestow  a few  remarks  upon  that  part 
of  the  testimony  in  which  the  dissolution  of  the 
cabinet  is  interwoven  with  the  case  of  Mr.  Herring, 
for  the  reader  must  understand  that  it  is  the  case 
on  which  the  judge  has  erected  all  his  batteries 
against  me.  The  formation  of  cabinets — the  elec- 
tion of  a president,  and  the  measures  of  his  admi- 
nistration— are  only  introduced  to  give  probability  to 
his  story  about  this  amiable  and  unobtrusive  man, 
who  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  a public  officer,  and 
not  to  be  a political  friend  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  He 
says;  “this  opinion  as  to  the  motive  lor  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Herring,  is  still  further  fortified  and 
confirmed  in  my  mind,  from  the  belief  that  a very 
]arge  portion  of  all  the  officers  appointed  from  that 
time  to  this  have  been  elected  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciples, and  with  a view  to  the  same  object.”  May 
I remind  the  judge  here,  that  his  step-son  and  many 
others  received  appointments  at  his  solicitation — • 
that  the  public  offices  at  Washington  now  contain 
a large  number  of  advocates  of  his  claims  to  the 
presidency 'in  the  late  canvass;  and  may  I inquire 
whether  these  officers  are  retained  in  the  service,  or 
were  appointed  for  the  corrupt  purposes  he  has  de- 
signated— or  if  these  are  not  the  officers  he  has  im- 
plicated, would  it  not  have  been  reasonable  for  him 
to  have  named  those  who  were  guilty  or  thought  to 
be  so  by  him?  Unfortunately  for  (he  judge,  all  his 
probabilities  scattered  round  this  case  of  Mr.  Her- 
ring, are  as  unreasonable  as  the  assertion  that  this 
gentleman  was  a partisan  of  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
They  are  only  the  phantom  of  his  diseased  braip, 
having  no  foundation  in  fact. 

There  is  one  part  of  the  judge’s  testimony  in 
this  connection  which  I must  also  quote,  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  due  attention  to  the  extraordi- 
nary perversion  of  facts  with  which  it  abounds. 
It  is  that  wherein  he  says:  “During  this  same  ses- 


sion of  1832-33,  when  Mr.  Herrins  was  appointed, 
it  wilt  be  remembered  that  the  United  States  were  on 
the  eve  of  a civil  war  with  South  Carolina  on  account 
of  the  tariff” — (the  reader  will  recollect  that  my 
proclamation  was  issued  on  the  sixteenth  of  Decem- 
ber, 1832,  and  tiiat  the  law  enforcing  the  collection 
of  the  revenue  removed  all  danger  of  a civil  war. 
Tne  duty  was  collected  on  gen.  Hamilton’s  sugar, 
the  people  refusing  to  go  their  death  for  the  sugar), 
“and  that  a bill  was  sent  to  ihe  house  of  representa- 
tives, from  ike  treasury  department,  proposing  a modi- 
fication of  it— that  the  provisions  of  that  bill  were  so 
changed  in  the  house,  that  it  became  very  unacceptable 
lo  a large  majority.”  This  is  remarkable.  (Un- 
acceptable to  a large  majority)!  If  it  were  true,  it 
would  seem  that  the  large  majority  might  have  been 
relieved  of  all  difficulty,  by  changing  the  bill  until 
it  became  acceptable  to  themselves.  The  truth  is, 
the  bill  embraced  only  the  incidental  protection 
which  the  collection  of  the  necessary  revenue  made 
unavoidable.  It  was,  for  this  reason,  not  accepta- 
ble to  Mr.  Clay,  and  it  appeared  also  not  to  Mr. 
Calhoun  orjudge  White.  Instead  of  saying,  there- 
fore, what  is  absurd,  that  the  house  so  changed  the 
biil  that  it  became  unacceptable  to  a majority,  it 
would  have  been  nearer  the  truth  if  the  judge  had 
said,  that  having  then  an  eye  to  the  presidency,  it 
was  necessary  tor  his  friends  in  the  house  to  shape 
their  course  on  this  revenue  bill  so  as  not  to  offend 
the  whig  or  nullifying  influences,  and  he  found  it 
to  be  impolitic  for  him  to  act  on  that  occasion  as  he 
had  heretofore  done,  with  his  republican  friends. 
He  continues:  “ that  in  this  slate  of  tilings,  and  after 
what  was  catted  the  force  bill  had  been  considerably 
discussed  in  the  senate.”  He  voted,  let  it  be  recol- 
lected, lor  this  force  bill  as  he  calls  it.  Yes,  he 
voted  for  it,  not,  it  would  now  seem,  from  a con- 
viction of  its  necessity  and  justice,  but  because  he 
had  not  then  the  nerve  to  separate  from  the  republi- 
can party.  He  had  not  then  received  the  evidences 
which  were  afterwards  manifested,  thatthe  betrayal 
of  his  old  friends  might  give  him  new  ones,  with 
strength  sufficient  to  raise  him  to  the  presidency. 
He  continues:  “Mr.  Clay  introduced  what  is  com- 
monly catted  the  compromise  bill,  and  upon  its  se- 
cond reading  it  had  been  referred  to  a select  committee 
of  seven  members,  (why  the  names  are  not  given 
will  be  seen  in  the  sequel).  This  com-mittee  it  was 
my  duty  as  presiding  officer  to  appoint.  Before  the 
members  of  it  were  named,  1 received  a note  from  the 
president,  requesting  me  to  go  to  his  house,  as' he  wish- 
ed to  see  me,  (he  does  not  give  the  date  of  the  note, 
nor  the  reason  lor  my  wishing  to  see  him);  “I  re- 
turned for  answer,”  (he  does  not  say  by  whom,  or 
whether  it  was  verbal  or  written),  “ that  while  the 
senate  was  in  session,  it  was  out  of  my  power  to  go, 
but  as  soon  as  it  adjourned,  I would  call  on  him.  1 
felt  the  high  responsibility  which  rested  upon  me  in 
appointing  ihe  committee,  the  fate  of  the  bill  in  a good 
degree  depended  upon  it,  and  if  the  bill  failed,  we 
ivould  probably  be  involved  in  a painful  conflict.” 
(Mark  the  date).  Mr.  McLarie’s  biil  would  cer- 
tainly have  passed  if  this  had  not.  It  relieved 
coarse  woollens  from  the  heavy  duty  imposed  in 
Mr.  Clay’s,  which,  with  the  consent  of  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, was  raised  1'rom  5 per  cent,  ad  valorem  to  5i) 
per  cent. — to  be  classed  with  the  woollens  and  to 
be  gradually  reduced  with  them  to  20  per  cent, 
which  is  to  be  a permanent  duty.  Mr.  McLane’s 
biil  was,  in  this  respect,  by  far  the  most  favorable 
to  the  south,  and  was  generally  free  from  objection 
in  the  eyes  of  those  who  were  anxious  to  give 
greater  freedom  to  our  trade  and  navigation,  and 
to  adjust  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  govern- 
ment, without  giving  direct  protection,  as  far  as  it 
could  be  avoided,  to  any  interest.  He  continues; 
“I  endeavored  to  make  the  best  selection  1 could,  by 
taking  some  tariff  men,  one  nullijier,  Mr.  Clay  him- 
self, hoping  that  if  a majority  of  ihe  committee,  in 
which  all  interests  and  views  were  represented,  could 
agree  on  any  thing,  it  was  likely  the  bill  would  pass.” 
Was  there  ever  a select  committee  raised  on  any 
subject,  but  that  it  was  composed  of  members  re- 
presenting the  various  interests  relating  to  it?  Such 
is  the  universal  rule  of  the  appointing  power.  There 
was  then  no  occasion  for  the  great  profession  of  im- 
partiality which  the  judge  here  covers  up  in  so 
much  bombast.  The  sole  object  of  it,  the  reader 
will  soon  perceive,  was  a hope  that  it  would  con- 
ceal the  deception  which  he  meant  to  palm  upon 
the  public.  “Taking  these  principles  for  my  guide 
(he  says),  I wrote  down  the  names  of  seven  mem- 
bers, Mr.  Clayton  of  Delaware  being  one,  and  imme- 
diately before  we  adjourned,  handed  their  name3  to 
the  secretary  with  directions  to  place  them  on  the 
journal,  and  in  the  course  of  the  evening  waited 
upon  the  president.  Soon  after  we  met  he  men- 
tioned that  he  wished  to  see  me  on  the  subject  of 
appointing  a committee  on  Mr.  Clay’s  bill;  to  ask 
that  Mr.  Clayton  might  not  be  put  on  it,  as  he  was 
unfriendly  to  Mr.  McLane,  he  was  afraid  he  would 


use  his  endeavor  to  have  a preference  given  to  Mr. 
Clay’s  bill  over  that  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury; 
or  words  to  that  erfect.  I observed  in  answer,  that 
it  would  always  give  great  pleasure  to  conform  to 
the  wishes  of  my  political  friends,  whenever  1 could  1 
do  so  with  propriety;  but  that  the  treasury  bill  had 
been  so  altered  and  mangled,  and  that,  as  I under- 
stood, in  a good  degree  by  the  votes  of  his  own  par- 
ty, that  it  had  but  few  friends;  that  we  seemed  to 
be  on  the  eve  of  a civil  war,  and  that  for  thesake  of 
averting  such  a calamity,  I would  further,  all  in  my 
power,  any  measure,  come  from  whom  it  might, 
which  would  give  peace  to  the  country;  and  that 
any  bill,  having  that  for  its  object,  was  esteemed  by 
me  a measure  above  party,  and  any  man  who  was 
the  author  of  it,  was  welcome  to  all  the  credit  he 
could  gain  by  it.  But  at  all  events,  it  was  too  late 
to  talk  on  the  subject,  as  I had  handed  the  names  of 
the  committee  to  the  secretary  before  we  adjourned; 
and  that  as  I had  a very  high  opinion  of  Mr.  Clay- 
ton’s talents  and  liberal  feelings,  I had  put  him  on  the 
committee,  without  knowing  lie  was  iiprco^aiy 
kind  tu  the  oecretary  or  tlie  Treasury.  He  then  ask-  1 
ed  me  if  I could  not  see  the  secretary  of  the  senate 
that  evening,  and  substitute  some  other  name  for 
Mr.  Clayton,  before  the  journal  was  made  up;  I 
told  him  I could  not — in  my  judgment  it  would  be 
wrong,  and  then  the  interview  terminated.” 

Now,  I beg  the  reader  to  bear  in  mind  that  judge 
White  here  swears  that  I asked  him  not  to  appoint 
Mr.  Clayton  a member  of  the  committee,  because  i 
he  was  unfriendly  to  Mr.  McLane,  or  in  other 
words  to  the  administration;  for  it  cannot  be  sup- 
posed that  I felt  any  public  concern  about  Mr. 
McLane’s  private  relations.  The  judge  omits  to 
give  the  names  of  this  committee.  It  was  composed 
of  Messrs.  Clay,  Calhoun,  Grundy,  Webster,  Clay- 
ton, Rives,  Dallas.  Among  these  names  are  those 
of  several  gentlemen,  whose  opposition  to  my  ad- 
ministration was  much  more  bitter  than  that  of  Mr. 
Clayton.  Why  then,  should  I have  pointed  to  him 
alone  as  objectionable  for  the  reasons  assigned  by 
the  judge?  The  whole  story  is  too  absurd  to  be 
believed  by  any  one.  The  (ruth  is,  I never  had 
but  one  conversation  with  judge  White,  in  which 
the  opposition  of  Mr.  Clayton  was  spoken  of  in  con- 
nection with  his  appointment  to  a committee,  and 
this  was  at  a different  time  and  upon  a different  oc- 
casion altogether  from  the  one  referred  to  by  (lie 
judge.  In  that  conversation,  I named  to  him  how 
unparliamentary  and  unjust  it  was  to  place  members 
as  chairmen  of  committees  on  important  subjects, 
who  were  not  on  speaking  terms  with  the  head  of 
the  department  with  whom  the  chairman  would  hold 
official  intercourse,  and  byway  of  illustration,  may 
have  named  the  hostility  existing  between  Mr. 
McLane  and  Mr.  Clayton.  It  is  obvious,  however, 
that  in  the  case  here  related,  there  was  no  occasion 
for  the  admonition  he  alleges  I gave  him.  The  bill 
modifying  the  tariff,  prepared  by  Mr.  McLane,  was 
before  the  house — not  before  the  senate — and  of 
course  made  no  personal  intercourse  between  them 
necessary.  But  had  it  been  otherwise — had  Mr. 
McLane’s  bill  been  before  the  senate  and  not  the 
house,  it  would  have  been  Mr.  Claj',  as  chairman, 
and  not  Mr.  Clayton,  as  member  of  the  committee, 
with  whom  Mr.  McLane  would  have  transacted 
business.  So  that  the  statement  is  not  only  a fic- 
tion, but  without  even  a probable  circumstance  to 
give  it  a coloring.  There  never  was  any  hostile 
feeling  between  Mr.  Clayton  and  myself  in  any 
sense  that  interrupted  the  interchange  of  civilities. 

It  was  otherwise  with  Mr.  Clay  who  was  chairman 
of  the  committee.  But  I am  sure  that  there  is  no 
one  acquainted  with  me  who  can  suppose  that  the 
judge  would  hold  the  language  to  rne  he  here  de- 
scribes, without  receiving  such  a reply  as  it  merit- 
ed. He  has  never  used  such  language  to  me,  how- 
ever he  may  swear  in  the  presence  of  others.  The 
same  observation  is  due  from  me  to  the  history  he 
has  given  of  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Stevenson, 
wherein  he  represents  me  as  sending  a messenger 
to  him  to  ascertain  the  feeling  of  the  senate  before 
I would  place  his  name  before  them.  The  public 
las  heard  something  before  of  a messenger  between 
Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Stevenson,  and  the  judge  has 
in  all  probability  allowed  his  imagination  to  manu- 
facture this  story  out  of  that.  Had  there  been  any 
foundation  for  it,  we  should  certainly  have  been  fa- 
vored with  the  name  of  the  messenger,  and  the 
other  circumstances  of  time  and  place,  to  enable  ihe 
public  to  decide  how  far  I was  really  blameahle  for 
the  conversation  between  judge  White  and  a mes- 
senger. How  the  judge  could  suppose  (hat  I look- 
ed to  him  for  information  to  enable  me  to  know  the 
feelings  of  Ihe  senate,  is  not  more  remarkable  than 
(he  ignorance  ami  absurdity  with  which  his  whole 
testimony  abounds. 

I proceed,  now',  to  that  part  of  the  judge’s  testi- 
mony, wherein  he  introduces  Mr.  O.  Bradley  as  a 
witness.  It  would  seem,  from  the  eulogy  which 
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he  passed  upon  this  gentleman,  that  he  was  aware 
his  credibility  would  require  support;  and  I think 
the  reader,  ai'ter  weighing  his  statements,  will  say 
that  in  this  he  was  at  least  not  mistaken.  The 
public  has  already  been  informed  that  Mr.  Bradley 
met  me  on  the  road  near  his  father’s  in  East  Ten- 
nessee, as  I was  returning  to  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton from  my  farm,  in  the  fall  of  1834.  His  object 
j appeared  to  be  to  welcome  my  arrival  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  country,  and  to  escort  me  to  his  father’s, 
who  w'as  an  old  acquaintance  and  friend,  with 
whom  I generally  had  stopped  a short  time  when  I 
travelled  the  road.  It  being  a remarkably  sultry 
and  unpleasant  day,  I invited  Mr.  Bradley  to  take  a 
seat  in  my  carriage,  which  he  did,  and  it  is  the  con- 
versation which  then  ensued  he  now  professes  to 
retail  as  a witness,  and  out  ot  which  the  judge  ga- 
thers the  material  for  the  base  insinuation  that  1 
suggested  his  becoming  a candidate  for  the  vice 
presidency,  in  order  to  obtain  his  support  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren’s  claims  to  the  presidency.  How  far 
Mr.  Bradley  deserved  the  eulogy  he  received  for 
his  services  on  this  occasion  the  public  will  deter- 
mine, when  his  statements  are  contrasted  with  my 
recollection  of  what  occurred  between  us,  and  that 
of  my  private  secretary  and  Mr.  Lewis  Randolph, 
who  accompanied  me  on  that  journey,  and  were 
not  only  familiar  with  my  views  of  the  political 
subjects  brought  to  my  notice  by  Mr.  Bradley,  but 
with  those  that  related  to  the  questions  generally 
which  were  discussed  by  the  people  at  that  period. 
Judge  White’s  name  was  introduced  in  the  conver- 
sation with  Mr.  Bradley  as  connected  with  a move- 
ment which  had  been  made  at  Nashville,  intended 
to  nominate  him  to  the  presidency,  through  the  me- 
dium of  a caucus  of  the  members  of  the  convention 
setting  at  that  place.  This  movement  had  been 
communicated  to  me  Ivy  gov.  Blount,  now  deceased, 
who  was  vveil  known  to  me  as  a sincere  friend  of 
judge  White  and  as  a sound  and  well  tried  republi- 
can. He  informed  me  particularly  of  the  indivi- 
duals who  took  an  active  part  in  that  movement, 
and  of  many  other  conclusive  circumstances,  satis- 
fying his  mind  that  it  was  gotten  up  with  no  other 
view  than  that  of  producing  a schism  in  the  repub- 
lican ranks,  and  as  such  deserved  the  reprobation  of 
every  real  friend  of  the  judge  who  was  not  suppos- 
ed to  be  capable  of  promoting,  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, any  measure  to  strengthen  a party  with  which 
he  had  never  acted,  and  in  opposition  to  which  he 
had  acquired  all  the  popularity  he  possessed.  Mr. 
Bradley  seemed  to  be  highly  pleased  with  the  sen- 
timents expressed  by  governor  Blount,  and  observ- 
ed tliat  he  was  a member  of  the  legislature  which 
had  been  in  session  before  the  meeting  of  the  con- 
vention, and  that  at  that  period  a similar  caucus  of 
the  members  had  been  proposed,  and  was  opposed 
by  him  for  reasons  which  he  had  communicated  to 
judge  White — that  the  judge  had,  in  a lefter  to  him, 
expressed  his  approbation  of  his  course,  and  object- 
ed to  being  brought  out  as  a candidate  for  the  pre- 
sidency, unless  invited  by  the  free  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, or  by  delegates  duly  chosen  for  the  purpose.- — 
All  this  I remarked  was  but  a confirmation  of  my 
opinion  that  judge  White  was  a real  republican, 
and  that  he  could  not  hut  regard  with  disapproba- 
tion any  scheme  to  separate  him  from  his  old 
friends,  and  connect  him  with  a party  whose  suc- 
, cess  would  make  him  the  instrument  of  establish- 
ing principles  and  measures  inconsistent  with  all 
his  reputation  and  character  as  a politician  and 
statesman.  I also  expressed  my  conviction  that  no 
real  friend  of  his  had  ever  seriously  designed  to 
run  him  in  the  manner  proposed;  that  if  the  people 
of  Tennessee  would  pursue  the  course  they  adopt- 
ed in  1332,  and  could,  by  delegates  to  a general 
convention,  in  which  the  friends  of  republican  prin- 
ciples would  be  represented,  obtain  the  expression 
of  an  opinion  of  a majority  of  the  members  of  such 
a convention  in  favor  of  his  claims  to  the  office  of 
either  president  or  vice  president,  that  in  that  event 
he  would  be  a strong  candidate.  But  that  if  placed 
before  the  country  as  proposed,  through  the  odious 
instrumentality  of  the  caucus  spoken  of,  it  would 
be  political  destruction  to  him.  By  way  of  illus- 
trating ray  idea  of  the  eticct  that  would  have  fol- 
lowed the  nomination  of  the  caucus  at  Nashville,  J 
brought  to  Mr.  Bradley’s  recollection  the  case  of 
Aaron  Burr,  whose  downfall  I ascribed  to  the  at- 
tempt of  a party  to  place  him  in  the  presidency 
against  the  consent  of  the  republicans  with  whom 
he  had  always  before  been  identified.  It  is  possible 
that  Mr.  Bradley  may  have  interpreted  my  obser- 
vations anticipating  a selection  of  candidates  through 
the  medium  of  a general  convention  of  the  delegates 
appointed  by  the  republican  party  as  amounting  to 
the  intimation  of  a preference  on  my  part  for  Mr. 
Van  Bnren.  Such  I know  was  the  device  of  cer- 
tain demagogues,  in  order  to  prevent  all  concert  of 
action  among  the  friends  of  the  administration.  If 
so,  and  in  this  manner  he  has  lelt  warranted  in 


ascribing  to  me  a proposition  to  run  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren  for  president,  and  judge  White  for  vice  presi- 
dent, he  has  grossly  deceived  himself,  and  done  me 
the  greatest  injustice.  No  remark  of  the  kind  was 
ever  made  by  me  to  him,  or  to  any  other  human 
being.  If,  therefore,  he  ever  remarked,  as  he  al- 
leges he  did,  that  he  would  support  Mr.  Van  Buren 
if  judge  White  were  put  on  the  same  ticket  with 
him,  it  only  proves  that  a proposition  which  he 
proclaims  as  corrupt  was  his  own. 

It  should  not,  perhaps,  be  thought  surprising  that 
a character  like  that  of  Mr.  Bradley,  capable  of  re- 
tailing and  misrepresenting  private  conversations, 
did  not  perceive  that  the  odium  he  sought  to  fix 
upon  me  was,  by  his  own  testimony,  thrown  upon 
himself.  But  what  are  we  to  think  of  the  delusion 
which  led  judge  White  to  use  the  authority  of  such 
a man  for  a serious  charge  against  me?  He  ought 
to  have  been  aware  that  his  late  position  as  a can- 
didate for  the  presidency  is  irreconcilable  to  the 
grounds  on  which  his  refusal  of  the  caucus  proceed- 
ings at  Nashville  was  placed,  and  that  Mr.  Brad- 
ley’s testimony  proves  only  his  desertion  of  old 
friends  for  the  sake  of  an  office  tendered  to  him  by 
new  friends.  If  he  had  been  sincere  in  his  profes- 
sions to  Mr.  Bradley,  there  could  have  been  nothing 
in  governor  Blount’s  declarations,  or  in  my  appro- 
val of  them,  calculated  to  offend  or  to  injure  him; 
there  could  have  been  nothing  in  my  reliance  on  a 
general  convention  of  republican  delegates,  as  the 
most  effective  means  of  preserving  the  ascendancy 
of  republican  measures  in  the  administration  of  the 
general  government,  to  excite  his  alarm  or  indigna- 
tion. To  an  ordinary  understanding,  the  excite- 
ment he  now  manifests  for  this  cause  would  have 
been  far  more  reasonably  directed  against  the  cau- 
cus of  the  eleven  members  of  congress,  through 
whose  agency  he  was  afterwards  nominated  to  the 
presidency,  and  which  was  not  only  sanctioned  by 
him,  but  had  the  magic  power  of  absolving  him 
from  all  political  responsibility  for  the  principles 
he  had  advocated  as  the  friend  of  the  administra- 
tion and  of  the  republican  party.  If,  in  common 
with  the  venerable  governor  Blount  and  nearly  all 
his  old  associates  in  Tennessee,  I had  mistaken  his 
real  character,  there  certainly  was  no  ground  for 
the  harsh  terms  in  which  he  has  couched  his  cen- 
sure of  us.  If  we  were  mistaken,  he  ought  to 
have  recollected  that,  so  far  as  he  or  his  influence 
had  any  control  over  the  political  events  of  the  day, 
it  was  our  duty  to  increase  our  efforts  to  repair  the 
consequences  of  his  separation  from  us,  and  not  to 
follow  his  example.  If  be  could  not  allow  me  to 
adhere  to  my  old  principles,  those  under  which  I 
had  been  raised  from  the  days  of  the  revolution 
and  have  endeavored  to  practise,  without  attribut- 
ing my  obstinacy  to  a corrupt  motive,  he  should  at 
least  have  first  placed  himseif  above  suspicion. — 
Before  denouncing  me  for  being  what  I always  pro- 
fessed to  be,  a republican  of  the  old  Jeffersonian 
school,  he  certainly  would  have  acted  wisely  not  to 
select  the  time  he  did  for  it — a time  which  witness- 
ed a change  of  his  political  relations — his  announce- 
ment as  a candidate  for  the  highest  office  within 
the  gift  of  the  people,  and  his  resort  to  all  the 
means  that  were  calculated  to  win  support  from  in- 
terest notoriously  hostile  to  all  the  leading  mea- 
sures advocated  bv  him  during  his  political  career. 
Mr.  Bradley’s  testimony,  when  stripped  of  its  ver- 
biage and  false  coloring,  clearly  shows  that  the  con- 
fidential intercourse  he  betrays,  and  which  my  ene- 
mies have  laid  hold  of  with  so  much  violence  to 
the  obligations  of  truth  and  honor,  manifests  only 
my  anxiety  for  the  success  of  those  great  and  cardi- 
nal principles  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  the 
blessings  ot  our  republican  system,  and  my  abhor- 
rence of  the  deviees  which  have  been  laid  to  over- 
throw them. 

The  statement  of  John  O’Brien  is  also  introduc- 
ed by  the  judge,  to  strengthen  the  insinuation  that 
I had  transcended  the  delicacies  of  my  trust  as 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  had  interfered 
improperly  with  elections.  This  statement  was 
noticed,  as  the  reader  may  recollect,  in  a letter  I 
addressed  to  the  hon.  A.  Huntsman,  which  is  here- 
with appended.  Having  now,  however,  received 
letters  from  all  the  gentlemen  of  Jonesboro,  who 
were  present  when  the  conversation  referred  to  by 
Mr.  O’Brien  took  place,  I have  thought  it  my  duty 
to  append  them  here  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
how  utterly  this  part  of  the  judge’s  complaint  fails 
to  be  sustained.  This  case  is  a striking  illustration 
of  the  inaccuracies,  pervading  the  whole  of  the 
judge’s  testimony,  and  proves  how  easily  a mind 
inflamed  by  the  disappointments  of  ambition  can 
be  imposed  upon  by  those  who  partake  of  the  same 
partisan  influence.  Bur,  making  every  allowance 
for  the  operation  of  this  feeling,  it  is  surprising 
that  the  judge  should  not  have  been  sensible  of  the 
blunder  he  has  committed  in  the  use  of  O’Brien’s 
certificate.  If  it  were  not  otherwise  notorious  that 


in  the  speech  which  the  judge  delivered  at  Jones- 
boro he  used  this  story  of  my  calling  the  hon.  Mr. 
Huntsman  a fence  man,  it  has  been  made  so  by  the 
declaration  of  Mr.  Huntsman,  in  his  letter  to  me 
on  this  subject,  a copy  of  which  and  of  my  answer 
to  it  were  given  to  the  judge.  Now  it  will  be  seen 
from  the  statements  of  the  gentlemen  who  were 
present  at  the  only  conversation  which  O’Brien 
professes  to  detail,  as  held  by  myself  with  others, 
that  it  did  not  occur  until  three  days  after  the  judge 
had  made  his  speech  at  Jonesboro.  Unless,  there- 
fore, we  concede  to  judge  White  higher  powers  than 
belong  to  other  men,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  he 
can  find  an  authority  in  the  certificate  of  O’Brien 
for  the  declaration  that,  in  answer  to  a question 
asking  me  how  the  hon.  A.  Huntsman  stood  in  re- 
lation to  the  administration,  my  remark  was  “I  do 
not  know  how  he  stands— I believe  he  is  on  t lie 
fence,  and  it  is  uncertain  on  which  side  he  w ill 
drop.”  O’Brien’s  certificate  only  professes  to  give 
the  substance  of  my  remarks,  in  a conversation 
with  others,  when  I reached  Jonesboro,  which  was 
three  days  after  the  judge  made  the  speech.  But 
independently  of  the  violence  to  truth  thus  mani- 
fest in  the  use  made  of  O’Brien’s  certificate,  it  will 
be  seen  from  the  letters  published  below,  from  the 
gentlemen  whom  I held  that  conversation  with, 
that  they  have  no  recollection  of  my  having  used 
any  such  remarks. 

It  is  of  such  trash  that  the  other  parts  of  his  testi- 
mony is  made  up,  and  particularly  that  in  reference 
to  Mr.  Peyton,  and  his  vote  on  the  appropriation  tor 
the  Cherokee  treaty.  The  judge  impeaches  my 
veracity  for  saying  that  Mr.  Peyton  voted  against 
that  appropriation,  when  the  journal  shows  that  he 
did  not.  I leave  the  reader  to  d'eeide  how  far  the 
judge  sustains  his  charge,  after  he  is  acquainted 
with  the  following  circumstances:  Many  members 
of  congress  informed  me  that  Mr.  Peyton  made  the 
most  declamatory  speeches  against  that  appropria- 
tion, denouncing  in  bitter  terms  the  agents  employ- 
ed by  the  government,  and  saying  whatever  else 
was  calculated  to  justify  the  house  in.  withholding 
the  means  of  executing  the  treaty.  It  was  also 
stated  in  the  public  prints  by  Mr.  Coody,  one  of  the 
Cherokee  delegation,  that  Mr.  Peyton  was  pledged 
to  defeat  that  treaty.  Recollecting  these  circum- 
stances and  not  having  seen  the  journal,  I could  not 
doubt  the  declarations  made  to  me  by  a member  of 
congress,  that  Mr.  Peyton  did  vote  against  the 
appropriation,  and  I so  spoke  of  it  with  surprise, 
knowing  how  deeply  interested  Tennessee  and  the 
adjoining  states  were  in  the  successful  termination 
of  our  difficulties  with  those  Indians.  But  the  mo- 
ment I saw  the  journal,  I did  Mr.  Peyton  lull  jus- 
tice by  correcting  this  statement.  No  one  can  have 
forgotten  that  great  efforts  were  made  to  prevent 
the  passage  of  the  appropriation  to  carry  the  treaty 
into  effect;  and  it  was  not  until  neaT  the  very  close 
of  the  session  of  congress  that  a vote  could  be  ob- 
tained upon  it.  It  will  not  be  denied,  I suppose, 
that  Mr.  Peyton’s  speeches  on  this  subject  were  of 
the  character  ascribed  to -them  by  the  published 
reports  of  the  proceedings  in  the  house,  and  if  so, 
that  his  course  as  a speaker  was  far  more  available 
to  the  opponents  of  that  measure  than  his  vote  could 
have  been  whether  as  its  friend  or  not.  Whether  it 
was  more  creditable  to  him  to>  argue  against  an 
appropriation  and  then  vote  against  it,  or  to  have  it 
stated  that  he  made  the  most  violent  and  abusive 
speeches,  the  only  tendency  of  which  was  to  defeat 
it,  and  then,  for  political  effect,  to  vote  for  it,  is  not 
a question  for  me  to  decide. 

I have  now  gone  through  all  the  facts  relied  upon 
by  the  judge  to  prove  the  serious  charges  he  has 
preferred  against  me.  The  reader  will  perceive 
that  nearly  all  that  he  characterizes  as  illegal  or 
corrupt,  occurred  while  he  maintained  the  most 
confidential  relations  with  me,  and  had  credit  with 
the  country  for  being  my  friend,  personally  and  po- 
litically. He  did  not  discover  the  vices  of  ray  pre- 
sidential career  until  he  was  announced  as  a candi- 
date himself,  sustained  by  those  chiefly  who  were 
notorious  in  theiropposition  to  the  principles  which 
brought  me  into  power,  and  who  were  united  onlv 
in  a determination  to  unsettle  those  principles.  It 
has  been  shown  that  all  the  cases  he  has  specified 
of  my  selecting  public  officers  to  promote  the  views 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  prove  directly  the  reverse  of  his 
assertions — that  the  difficulties  which  led  to  the  re- 
signation of  my  first  cabinet,  and'  the  organization 
of  a new  one,  had  no  earthly  connection  wilh  the 
causes  to  which  he  has  assigned  them — that  every 
other  circumstance  to  which  he  has  drawn  the  pub- 
lic attention,  either  as  manifesting  an  improper  ex- 
ercise of  power,  or  want  of  atlenfion  to  the  general 
interest,  is  either  erroneously  stated,  or  when  cor- 
rectly understood,  cannot  bn  tortured  to  justify  the 
construction  he  has  placed  upon  it— and  it  would 
be  easy  to  show,  from  a contrast  of  his  testimony 
with  that  offered  by  his  associate  witnesses,  that 
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there  is  scarcely  a single  incident  referred  to  as  a 
matter  of  censure  of  me,  that  is  not  far  more  au- 
thoritative as  a charge  of  inconsistency  and  folly  of 
one  against  the  other  of  them.  For  example,  the 
proclamation,  the  law  to  enforce  the  collection  of 
the  revenue  and  the  removal  of  the  deposites  from 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  are  regarded  by  some 
of  them  as  the  greatest  possible  abuse  and  corrup- 
tion. Judge  White  stood  by  me  as  a friend  when 
the  proclamation  was  issued — he  voted  for  the  force 
bill  as  he  calls  it — and  his  only  objection  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  was  that  it  was  not  done 
soon  enough.  If  there  was  corruption  in  these  acts, 
would  he  not  have  been  better  employed  in  freeing 
himself  from  the  charge,  than  in  stimulatinghis  new 
confederates  to  make  it?  Mr.  Wise,  when  ques- 
tioned to  state  his  authority  for  the  charge  that  the 
executive  departments  corruptly  violated  their  du- 
ties, positively  refused  to  give  up  the  names  of 
those  who  informed  him;  and  Mr.  Bell,  when  called 
on  for  the  proof  of  his  allegations,  after  protesting 
against  the  call  as  a direct  attack  upon  the  public 
liberty,  yet  a iswered  by  expressing  beliefs  and  opi- 
nions quite  as  foreign  from  truth  and  probability  as 
those  given  by  judge  White.  From  the  importance 
attached  to  the  cases  of  Messrs.  Herring  and  Curry, 
no  oi.e  can  suppose  that  if  they  had  known  of  any 
more  conclusive  they  would  have  withheld  them. 
The  truth  is  that  these  clamorous  partisans  had  con- 
demned themselves  by  the  charges  trumped  up  to 
injure  my  administration,  and  it  was  dangerous  for 
them  to  travel  out  of  the  expression  of  beliefs  and 
opinions.  Not  one  of  them,  from  judge  \\  hite 
down  to  his  friend  M’Connell,  was  free  from  the 
charge  of  corruption,  if  any  such  could  be  laid  at 
the  door  of  the  executive.  Although  each  of  them 
may  not  have  had  an  agency  in  all  the  acts  and  mea- 
sures of  the  administration  denounced  as  corrupt  or 
illegal,  yet  each  had  incurred  the  sin  of  supporting 
the  administration,  and  some  of  them  were  its  cham- 
pions both  in  and  out  of  congress,  until  the  whigs 
and  nullifies  encouraged  the  nomination  of  the 
judge  as  a candidate  for  the  presidency.  Hence  it 
was  obviously  the  policy  of  them  all  to  avoid  speci- 
fication as  far  as  they  could  in  their  testimony,  and 
we  see  that  they  acted  their  parts,  with  consistency 
at  least,  as  good  witnesses  in  this  respect. 

I now  take  leave  of  judge  White,  assuring  the 
country  that  nothing  hut  an  imperious  sense  of  duty 
has  induced  me  to  make  this  review  of  his  testi- 
mony. Although  his  statements  were  discredited 
by  the  respectable  committee  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, whose  duty  it  wa9  to  examine  them, 
they  were  yet  calculated,  in  my  judgment,  to  mis- 
lead such  of  my  fellow  citizens  as  may  not  have 
seen  the  report  of  that  committee,  and  who  may  yet 
have  confidence,  as  I once  had,  in  his  character  for 
veracity  and  honor.  I trust  that  in  performing  this 
duty,  I have  betrayed  no  feeling  unworthy  of  a be- 
coming sensibility  to  the  injustice  done  to  me.  Be- 
ing withdrawn  from  political  affairs,  as  I shall  soon 
be  from  the  cares  of  this  life,  I can  have  no  desire 
to jennv  the  discussions  which  have  passed  respect- 
ing the  measures  of  my  administration  of  the  gene- 
ral government.  Of  these  the  country  will  judge 
impartially,  and  time  will  settle  their  true  character. 
Whilst  I live,  however,  I shall  exercise  the  right  of 
every  freeman  to  repel  assaults  upon  my  reputa- 
tion and  honor  as  a citizen. 

However  painful  it  has  been  to  me  to  reflect  that 
the  injustice  here  done  to  me  comes  from  the  hands 
of  an  old  friend,  or  one  at  least  who  has  himself 
given  the  fullest  proof  that  iny  intercourse  with  him 
has. been  marked  by  the  most  unsuspecting  confi- 
dence, I am  yet  thankful  that  it  has  happened  while 
I had  the  power  of  exposing  the  causes  alleged  for 
it.  Having  done  this,  mv  countrymen  must  decide 
how  far  I ought  to  be  prejudiced  bv  the  statements 
of  any  such  accuser.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

P.  S.  The  editors  of  papers  iu  which  the  testi- 
mony of  judge  White  has  been  published,  are  re- 
quested to  give  the  above  a place  in  their  columns. 

A.  J. 

Washington,  May  11,  1837. 

Dear  Sir:  I have  read,  and  herewith  return,  the 
letter  of  the  late  president,  general  Jackson,  to  you, 
dated  the  2d  ult.  in  which  he  requests  that  I,  among 
others,  should  make  a statement  of  facts  connected 
with  the  appointment  of  judge  Herring  to  the  office 
of  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs,  to  be  used  in  a 
review  which  he  intends  to  make  of  certain  testi- 
mony given  before  the  select  committee,  raised  at 
the  last  session  of  congress,  to  inquire  into  abuses 
in  the  executive  departments,  and  of  which  Mr. 
Wise  was  chairman. 

Sincerely  desirous  of  remaining  unconnected  with 
the  political  contests  of  the  day, I regret  beingcall- 
ed  on  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I cannot,  however, 
decline  stating  any  thing  within  mv  knowledge, 
which  the  late  president,  to  whom  I am  under  so 


many  obligations,  supposes  to  be,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  important,  to  his  vindication  before  the 
public. 

Of  my  own  knowledge,  I know  nothing  in  respect 
to  the  appointment  of  judge  Herring,  that  event 
having  occurred  before  I had  any  connection  with 
the  war  department,  and  at  a time  when  I had  been 
but  a few  days  in  this  city.  I have  always  under- 
stood, however,  that  it  was  brought  about  by  per- 
sons, and  by  influences,  at  that  time  adverse  to  Mr. 
Van  Buren’s  election  to  the  presidency.  Certain  it 
is  that,  so  far  from  having  been  a partisan  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren  when  residing  in  New  York,  judge  Her- 
ring was  a devoted  friend  of  Mr.  Clinton  up  to  the 
death  of  that  gentlemen;  and  it  is  well  known  that 
the  parties,  at  the  head  of  which  were  these  two 
gentlemen,  were  not  only  opposed  to  each  other, 
but  bitterly  hostile,  until  their  partial  amalgamation, 
as  supporters  of  general  Jackson,  in  1823.  The 
fair  presumption  from  these  facts  is,  I think,  that  the 
witnesses  alluded  to  are  entirely  mistaken,  in  sup- 
posing that  the  appointment  of  judge  Herring  was 
a measure  intended  to  promote  Mr.  Van  Buren’s 
election. 

Had  this  been  so,  and  had  judge  Herring  been 
appointed  at  the  instigation  of  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  with  a view  to  promote  that  gentle- 
man’s interests,  certainly  no  one  can  say  that  the 
selection  was  a good  one,  or  that  the  object  was  ac- 
complished. He  never,  to  my  knowledge  or  belief, 
used  the  influence  of  his  office  to  promote  the  poli- 
tical views  of  any  one.  On  the  contrary,  he  was 
neither  partisan,  or  electioneerer,  nor  did  he  take 
even  ordinary  interest  in  politics.  In  an  intercourse 
of  three  years,  which  was  social  as  well  as  official, 
and  during  which  I saw  him  almost  daily,  I have  no 
recollection  of  ever  hearing  him  mention  national 
politics  but  once,  and  in  that  instance  he  only  ex- 
pressed an  opinion,  and  not  a wish,  as  to  a result. 
Amiable  and  retiring,  of  strict  integrity  and  morali- 
ty, I know  of  no  one  who  could  have  been  selected 
who  was  more  unfit  for  the  station,  if  it  had  been 
expected  of  him  that  he  should  become  an  unscru- 
pulous and  active  partisan. 

So  far  then  as  the  inferences  of  those  who  testi- 
fied are  founded  on  the  facts  connected  with  judge 
Herring’s  appointment,  or  with  his  practices, 
habits  and  disposition,  in  regard  to  politics,  after 
this  took  place,  I view  them  as  being  entirely  erro- 
neous. 

Having  given  the  facts  within  my  knowledge  on 
the  specific  points  presented,  and  my  opinion  upon 
them,  it  may  be  that  I should  stop  here.  I cannot, 
however,  resist  my  disposition,  on  this  occasion, 
and  in  this  connection,  to  add  a few  words  by  way 
of  bearing  my  humble  testimony  in  favor  of  two 
eminent  citizens,  whose  conduct  is  impeached  in 
the  testimony  in  question — I mean  gen.  Jackson 
and  governor  Cass.  Fora  period  of  nearly  three 
years  I occupied  an  official  relation  to  these  gentle- 
men, which  brought  me  into  daily  contact  with 
them,  and  it  is,  and  will  be  through  life,  a source  of 
pride  that  I enjoyed  a large  share  of  their  confidence 
and  friendship.  Now  that  that  relation  is  closed,  and 
no  one  can  misconstrue  or  misrepresent  mv  motives, 
I solemnly  declare,  that  in  all  the  official  transac- 
tions of  which  I had  a knowledge — and  I knew  al- 
most all  connected  with  the  war  department  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  time — I believe  they  were,  at  all 
times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  actuated  and 
governed  by  as  pure  a patriotism  and  as  honest  a 
desire  to  do  justice  in  all  things  and  to  all  men,  as 
any  two  persons  who  ever  held  power.  And  in 
saying  this,  I barely  do  them  justice.  Very  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS. 

June  1 st,  1S37. 

Sir;  I have  received  your  request  that  I would 
state  in  writing  my  recollection  of  the  conversation 
which  passed  between  you  and  Mr.  O.  Bradley,  of 
East  Tennessee,  in  the  fall  of  1834,  as  you  were 
travelling  to  Washington  city,  and  also  of  the  cir- 
cumstances which  led  you  to  change  the  determi- 
nation you  expressed  to  me  of  nominating  a differ- 
ent person  from  Mr.  Herring  to  the  office  of  com- 
missioner of  Indian  affairs,  when  the  law  creating 
that  office  passed— and  I cheerfully  comply  with  it. 

First,  of  the  conversation  writh  Mr.  Bradley: 

Mr.  Bradley  met  us  on  the  road  not  far  from  his 
father’s,  and  seemed  to  have  no  other  business  than 
to  greet  you  as  a friend,  and  accompany  you  on  the 
road.  He  saluted  you  in  the  same  cordial  terms 
that  he  did  when  I travelled  the  same  road  before 
with  you,  and  when  he  took  an  active  part  in  con- 
veying to  you  the  favorable  sentiments  entertained 
of  your  official  conduct  by  the  people  of  that  por- 
tion of  East  Tennessee.  My  impression  is,  that 
| before  y'ou  invited  him  to  take  a seat  in  yonr  car- 
i riage,  he  had  intimated  a wish  to  talk  with  you 
; freely  about  the  political  affairs  of  the  day,  and  that 


Mr.  Randolph,  who  was  also  with  us,  to  enable 
him  to  do  so,  vacated  his  seat  in  the  carriage,  and 
rode  on  horseback  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole 
distance  to  his  father’s,  and  I think  it  probable, 
also,  that  I may  have  rode  a part  of  the  distance  on 
horseback.  The  weather  was  oppressively  warm. 
Of  the  conversation  which  ensued  after  Mr.  Brad- 
ley took  a seat  in  the  carriage,  I retain  only  a ge- 
neral recollection,  and  cannot  pretend  to  state  the 
order  in  which  the  parts  of  it  relating  to  judge 
AVhite  were  introduced.  I recollect  distinctly  your 
mentioning  to  him  the  communication  you  had  re- 
ceived from  governor  Blount,  respecting  the  efforts 
used  at  Nashville  to  obtain  the  nomination  of  judge 
White,  as  a candidate  for  the  presidency,  by  means 
of  a caucus  of  the  members  of  the  convention,  and 
believe  that  the  observations  you  made  on  this  sub- 
ject were  elicited  by  a wish  expressed  by  Mr. 
Bradley,  to  know  what  your  views  were  respecting 
the  effect  of  a nomination  in  that  way.  You  gave 
your  views  with  freedom,  and  they  were  such  as 
you  had  invariably  expressed  in  respect  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  union  and  harmony  among  the  friends  of 
the  republican  party.  Yen  adverted  in  strong 
terms  to  the  schemes  which  were  on  foot,  by  the 
federal  and  bank  party,  to  produce  a schism  in  the 
ranks  of  the  friends  of  the  administration,  and  ex- 
pressed your  apprehension  of  the  success  of  those 
schemes,  if,  yielding  to  sectional  and  local  feelings, 
the  republican  party  failed  to  unite  on  candidates 
for  the  offices  of  president  and  vice  president,  that 
would  command  general  confidence.  You  dis- 
claimed all  individual  preferences  or  partialities  for 
any  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  spoken  of  as  likely 
to  be  taken  up  as  candidates  by  the  convention 
proposed  to  be  held,  and  to  which  you  had  refer- 
ence in  this  conversation.  I am  sure  that  Mr. 
Bradley  expressed  no  dissent  from  the  justice  or 
propriety  of  your  remarks,  and  that  nothing  was 
suggested  by  him  different  from  your  general 
views.  In  this  spirit  he  mentioned  the  receipt  of 
a letter  from  judge  AVhite,  approving  his  refusal  to 
co-operate  in  any  attempt  to  nominate  him  through 
the  medium  of  a legislative  caucus.  In  the  course 
of  the  evening,  spent  at  his  father’s,  Mr.  Bradley 
and  myself  talked  familiarly  on  this  and  other  sub- 
jects, and  my  recollection  of  this  makes  me  the 
more  confident  in  characterizing,  as  I have,  what 
passed  between  you  and  him  in  my  presence.  I 
am  sure  that  neither  then,  nor  on  any  other  occa- 
sion, did  I hear  you  make  the  proposition  ascribed 
to  you  by  Mr.  Bradley,  in  the  letter  of  his,  publish- 
ed as  a part  of  judge  White’s  testimony,  before  the 
committee  of  which  Mr.  AVIse  was  chairman. 

Secondly,  of  the  nomination  to  the  office  of  com- 
missioner of  Indian  affairs: 

A few  days  after  the  passage  of  the  law  creating 
this  office,  you  directed  me  to  make  out  the  nomi- 
nation for  it,  which  was  filled  with  a different  name 
from  that  of  Mr.  Herring.  You  signed  the  nomi- 
nation, hut  before  presenting  it  to  the  senate  I re- 
ceived a message  from  the  secretary  of  war,  re- 
questing me  to  withhold  it,  until  I could  see  him 
again  on  the  subject.  The  result  was,  a postpone- 
ment of  the  nomination,  and  at  the  next  session  of 
congress  the  name  of  Mr.  Hening  was  sent  to  the 
senate  in  the  place  of  the  one  here  spoken  of. — 
You  informed  me  at  the  time  that  the  secretary  of 
war  was  very  solicitous  that  Mr.  Herring  should 
fill  the  office;  and  that,  although  you  distrusted  his 
qualifications,  you  had  determined  upon  his  nomi- 
nation, inasmuch  as  the  secretary  desired  his  ser- 
vices, and  considered  him  well  qualified  to  perform 
the  duties  of  the  office.  You  considered  it  right 
that  the  secretary  of  war,  who  was  responsible  ge- 
nerally for  the  proper  administration  of  that  branch 
of  the  service,  should  have,  in  such  a case  as  this, 
the  aid  of  an  officer  in  whose  talents  and  integrity 
he  particularly  confided.  It  was  staled,  I recol- 
lect, when  you  were  at  the  capitol  examining  the 
bills  ready  for  your  approval,  on  the  last  night,  i r 
the  one  before  it,  of  the  meeting  of  the  senate  at 
that  session  of  congress,  that  several  of  the  sena- 
tors who  had  voted  for  the  law  creating  this  office, 
would  be  gratified  at  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Her- 
ring. I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, ' A.  J.  DONELSON. 

Gen.  J-ndrew  Jackson. 

Clark  county,  .Srk.  Jpril  23,  1837. 

My  dear  general:  Your  esteemed  favor  of 
the  25th  February  last,  was  received  by  me,  with- 
in the  last  ten  days,  during  a severe  attack  of  the 
measles,  followed  by  a bilious  derangement,  which 
has.  prevented  the  prompt  attention  that  should 
otherwise  have  been  paid  to  it. 

AVith  regard  to  the  conversation  held  between 
col.  Bradley  and  yourself,  I was  not,  as  you  sup- 
pose, a listener.  I remember,  distinctly,  the  cir- 
cumstance of  onr  meeting  with  him.  and  bis  taking 
a seat  in  your  carriage,  and  accompanying  us  to 
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his  lather’s,  but,  when  he  enterred  the  carriage,  I 
mounted  your  horse,  and  continued  on  horseback 
until  we  reached  col.  Bradley’s,  at  whose  house 
we  spent  the  remaining  portion  of  that  day.  I will 
add,  however,  that  although  I did  not,  on  the  occa- 
sion here  alluded  to,  hear  the  remarks  made  by 
yourself,  as  given  summarily  in  your  letter,  I re- 
collect, most  distinctly,  to  have  listened,  on  repeat- 
ed occasions,  to  indentically  the  very  same  from 
you.  I heard  the  same  observations  from  you,  fre- 
quently, during  that  journey,  and  previous  to  your 
departure  from  the  Hermitage,  and  I would  declare 
on  oath,  that  although  rarely  out  of  your  presence 
for  the  space  of  nearly  a month,  I have  never  heard 
directly  from  yourself,  or  through  the  medium  of 
any  friend,  any  intimation  that  you  entertained  any 
ether  opinion,  or  had  made  use  of  any  remarks,  of 
di.i'erent  purport,  from  those  given  in  your  letter  of 
Ilia  25th  February.  To  return  to  colonel  Bradley, 

I cannot  recall,  specifically,  any  observation  from 
him  on  a political  subject,  but  the  impression  re- 
maining upon  my  mind  when  I left  his  father’s 
roof,  was,  as  I well  recollect,  that  he  was  sensible 
of  the  folly  and  impropriety  of  the  course  subse- 
quently pursued  by  judge  White,  and  disapproved 
of  it,  most  unequivocally;  and,  if  it  was  then  actu- 
ally contemplated  and  persisted  in  by  the  judge 
and  Ins  friends,  that  he  would  be  among  the  first  to 
abandon,  him,  and  to  cleave  to  his  professed  princi- 
ples. That  he  would  consider  judge  White's 
course,  if  followed  out,  as  then  indicated  by  signs, 
as  proclaiming  a departure  from  and  an  abandon- 
ment of  all  former  principles. 

With  many  prayers  for  the  restoration  and  con- 
tinuance of  your  health,  that  you  may  enjoy,  in 
the  eve  of  a long  and  eventful  life  devoted  to  your 
country’s  service,  that  repose  and  happiness  which 
you  so  much  merit,  I am.  dear  general,  most  sin- 
cerely yours,  LEWIS  RANDOLPH. 

Gen.  Andrew  Jackson,  ex-president  of  llie  U.  S. 

Hermitage,  Tennessee. 

Jonesboro,  April  14,  1837. 

I have  read  your  address  to  a number  of  gentle- 
men of  this  town  and  others,  present  at  the  time 
general  Jackson  visited  Mr.  Nathan  Gammon, 
and  to  your  first  question  I answer,  I was  present 
and  in  company  with  general  Jackson  all  the  time 
of  his  visit  to  Mr.  Nathan  Gammon’s.  The  topics 
of  conversation,  as  well  as  I now  recollect,  were 
the  land  bill,  the  fortification  bill,  and  the  three 
millions,  and  some  remarks  of  the  causes  of  their 
not  passing. 

Judge  White  arrived  here  three  or  four  days  be- 
fore gen.  Jackson,  took  a public  dinner,  and  made 
a speech. 

I have  no  recollection  of  Mr.  A.  Huntsman’s 
name  being  mentioned  that  evening.  There  were 
a good  many  gentlemen  present;  most  of  general 
Jackson’s  conversation  was  addressed  to  me,  and 
all  mine  to  him;  we  were  at  Mr.  Gainmon’s  not 
more  than  thirty  minutes,  I think;  Mr.  Geo.  Gam- 
mon sat  some  distance  off  by  the  door;  I sat  on 
gen.  Jackson's  left  side,  close  to  his  chair;  and  I 
declare  I have  not  the  smallest  recollection  of  Mr. 
Huntsman’s  name  being  mentioned  by  gen.  Jack- 
son,  or  any  ©tlier  person  that  evening. 

JAS.  V.  ANDERSON. 

To  John  Blair,  esq. 

Blountsville,  Tenn.  April  J4,  1837, 

Dear  sir:  Your  note  of  the  13th  inst.  is  before 
me,  requesting  me  to  state  what  I recollect  respect- 
ing general  Jackson’s  conversation  at  the  house  of 
Mr.  Nathan  Gammon,  in  Jonesboro. 

On  Monday,  25th  of  July  last,  I had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  the  general  at  Jonesboro,  on  his  way  to 
the  Hermitage.  On  the  evening  of  that  day,  the 
president  called  at  the  house  of  Mr.  N.  Gammon, 
and  continued  there  but  a very  few  minutes.  I was 
present  nearly  all  the  time,  and,  I believe,  heard 
the  principal  part  of  the  conversation  that  took 
place  between  the  president  and  the  gentlemen  pre- 
sent. but  do  not  recollect  to  have  heard  him,  or  any 
gentleman  present,  mention  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Adam  Huntsman.  If  that  gentleman’s  name  had 
been  mentioned,  either  by  general  Jackson  or  any 
person  near  him,  I most  certainly  would  have  heard 
it.  1 was  informed  on  that  day,  that  a few  days 
previous  there  was  a public  dinner  given  to  judge- 
White  at  Jonesboro,  at  which  he  "addressed  the 
people.  The  above  is  true  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection. I am,  very  sincerely,  your  friend  and  obe- 
dient servant,  WM.  McCLELLAN 

Hon.  John  Blair. 

Jonesboro,  April  15,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  On  the  evening  of  the  22d  July,  1836, 
I returned  home  to  this  place,  from  the  circuit  court 
of  Carter  county,  and  on  that  day  I understood,  and 
believe,  judge  White  partook  of  a dinner  which 


had  been  tendered  to  him  by  a number  of  the  citi- 
zens of  this  county,  and  he  left  this  place  the  next 
day.  I have  no  knowledge  of  his  having  been  here 
since,  nor  do  1 believe  he  has  been  here.  On  the 
Monday  following,  general  Jackson  arrived  here, 
about  one  or  two  o’clock  of  that  day,  as  well  as  I can 
remember,  and  left  here  the  next  morning;  and 
whilst  here,  I had  the  pleasure  of  his  company,  in 
common  with  the  other  citizens — and  I accompa- 
nied him  to  Greenville  with  yourself  and  others;  and 
in  all  the  conversations  I had  with  him,  and  he  had 
with  others  in  my  presence,  I never  once  heard  the 
name  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Huntsman  mentioned.  Gene- 
ral Jackson,  whilst  here,  was  at  the  houses  of  se- 
veral of  the  citizens  of  this  place,  to  which  I did 
not  accompany  him — and  if  any  mention  of  Mr. 
Huntsman  occurred  (lien,  I cannot  tell  any  thing 
about  it.  I am,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  KENNEDY. 

The  hon.  John  Blair. 

Leesburg,  April  14th,  IS37. 

Dear  sir:  I received  your  note  of  the  loth  inst. 
You  request  me  to  state  whether  I heard  general 
Jackson  make  a certain  remark  in  reference  to  the 
hon.  Adam  Huntsman,  in  reply  to  a question  asked 
him  by  some  person  while  at  the  house  of  Mr.  N. 
Gammon  in  Jonesboro;  and  also  my  recollection  as 
to  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  judge  White  and  gen- 
eral Jackson  at  that  place. 

I was  at  Mr.  N.  Gammon’s  on  the  evening  Gen. 
Jackson  was  there,  and  sat  near  him  during  the 
time  he  remained;  but  do  not  recollect  of  hearing 
him  use  any  such  expression  in  reference  to  the 
honorable  A.  Huntsman,  nor  do  I remember  to 
have  heard  that  gentleman’s  name  mentioned  on 
that  evening  by  any  person.  Judge  White  made  a 
speech  in  Jonesboro  on  the  22d  July,  three  days 
previous  to  the  arrival  of  gen.  Jackson.  I have 
never  heard  of  his  making  any  other  speech  in  that 
place  since  that  time.  General  Jackson  arrived  in 
Jonesboro  on  Monday  the  25th  July,  two  days  after 
the  judge  had  left  town.  Very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  WM.  BOYCE. 

Hon.  John  Blair,  Jonesboro,  Tennessee. 

Jonesboro,  ( Ten.)  April  14,  1S37. 

Dear  sir:  Your  note  of  the  13th  inst.  is  this  mo- 
ment received — in  which  you,  “in  obedience  to  the 
request”  of  general  Jackson,  call  upon  me  to  state 
the  facts  in  regard  to  the  conversation  said  to  have 
taken  place  at  my  house  between  general  Jackson, 
and  a few  friends,  on  his  last  visit  to  Jonesboro,  in 
relation  to  the  hon.  Adam  Huntsman.  And,  also, 
to  state  the  time  judge  White  was  here  and  made 
his  speech,  and  partook  of  a public  dinner;  whether 
he  made  but  the  one  speech  in  Jonesboro;  whether 
he  passed  through  this  place  on  his  way  to  Wash- 
ington, after  having  made  his  speech — and  whether 
he  did  not  precede  general  Jackson  some  days  in 
his  visit  to  this  place. 

In  reply  to  your  note,  I deem  it  proper  to  make 
the  following  statement:  general  Jackson  arrived 
in  Jonesboro  on  Monday  morning,  the  25th  July, 
1836 — and,  on  the  evening  of  that  day  walked  from 
the  hotel  in  company  with  a few  friends  to  doctor 
Kenney’s,  from  there  to  your  own  house — and  from 
there  to  my  house,  where  he  remained  probably  not 
more  than  twenty  minutes — a portion  of  which' time 
only  was  occupied  in  conversation  with  gentle- 
men. I,  occupying  a seat  between  general  Jack- 
son  on  one  side,  and  major  Donaldson,  George  Gam- 
mon, esq.  and  Mr.  John  O’Brien  on  the  other  side, 
nearer  the  former  than  the  latter — a part  of  the  time 
attending  to  the  conversation  of  the  former,  and  a 
part  to  the  latter — did  not  hear  the  whole  of  gene- 
ral Jackson’s  conversation.  I did  not  even  hear  the 
whole  of  his  conversation  whilst  my  attention  was 
directed  particularly  to  him,  although  I sat  near 
him,  for  he  at  times  spoke  very  indistinctly. — 
I have  no  recollection  of  hearing  the  name  of  the 
hon.  Adam  Huntsman  mentioned  by  gen.  Jackson 
on  that  evening,  or  at  any  other  time. 

Judge  White,  on  his  way  home  from  "Washing- 
ton, arrived  in  Jonesboro,  on  Thursday,  the  21st 
day  of  July,  1836,  and  on  Friday,  (the  next  day) 
the  22d  of  the  same  month,  partook  of  a public  din- 
ner, and  made  a speech,  which  is  the  only  one  he 
has  made  in  or  near  Jonesboro  within  my  recollec- 
tion. He  did  not,  on  his  return  to  Washington,  pass 
through  this  place,  nor  has  he  been  here  since. 

I am  very  respectfully,  your  friend  and  obedient 
servant,  'NATHAN  GAMMON. 

Hon.  John  Blair. 

Jonesboro,  (Ten.)  April  14 fh,  1837. 

I received  your  note  of  the  13th  ult.  and  now 
give  it  the  earliest  reply  in  my  power.  You  ask 
me  “what  was  said,  or  was  any  thing  said,  about 
the  honorable  Adam  Huntsman,  member  of  con- 
gress from  Tennessee,  by  general  Jackson,  at  the 


house  of  Mr.  Nathan  Gammon,  in  Jonesboro:”  To 
which  I reply,  that  general  Jackson,  on  the  evening 
he  arrived  here  lelt  his  lodgings,  accompanied  by 
several  gentlemen,  and  came  to  my  house,  where 
he  and  they  made  a short  visit;  after  which  they 
went  to  your  house,  myself  in  company,  where  we 
also  remained  a short  time.  We  then  left  for  Mr. 
Nathan  Gammon’s,  at  which  place  we  all  stayed 
about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  as  well  as  I now 
can  recollect.  I sat  just  by  the  side  of  the  presi- 
dent all  the  time  we  remained  at  Mr.  Gammon’s. — 
He  conversed  freely  whilst  there  with  several  per- 
sons, myself  amongst  the  number;  and  I feel  very 
certain  that  the  name  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
alluded  to  in  your  note,  (Mr.  Huntsman),  was  not 
mentioned  on  that  occasion  by  general  Jackson  to 
any  one;  for  had  il  have  been,  it  could  not  have  es- 
caped my  observation,  as  1 paid  strict  attention  to 
all  he  said. 

You  further  ask — “At  what  time  in  the  summer 
of  1336  did  judge  White  make  his  speech  and  par- 
take of  a public  dinner  in  Jonesboro,  Ten.  and  did 
he  make  more  than  one  speech,  or  return  through 
this  place  on  his  return  to  Washington,  after  mak- 
ing that  speech?”  Judge  White  made  a speech 
here  to  the  citizens  on  the  22d  of  July  last,  and 
partook  of  a public  dinner  at  that  time.  This  was 
the  only  speech  the  judge  made  in  this  place  during 
his  candidacy  for  the  presidency.  He  left  here  on 
the  next  day,  and  has  not  been  here  since. 

You  also  further  ask — “Did  or  did  not  judge 
White,  in  his  visit  to  Jonesboro  in  the  summer  of 
1S36,  precede  general  Jackson  some  days?  If  so, 
please  state  if  you  recollect  how  many,  and  also  the 
day  upon  which  each  arrived?”  Judge  White  ar- 
rived in  this  place  on  the  21st  of  July  last  past, 
which  was  on  Thursday,  and  general  Jackson  on 
the  following  Monday,  the  25th  of  the  same  month, 
which  brought  the  judge  here  upwards  of  three 
days  in  advance  of  the  general.  Very  respectfully, 
your  most  obedient,  DANIEL  KENNEY. 

To  the  hon.  John  Blair. 

Mount  Pleasant,  Sullivan  county.  Ten.  April  4,  1S37. 

Dear  sir:  In  compliance  with  your  wishes  and 
those  of  general  Jackson,  I w ill  briefly  state  my  re- 
collection in  regard  to  the  several  points  upon  which 
you  ask  information. 

I was  at  the  house  of  Nathan  Gammon  during  the 
whole  time  general  Jackson  was  there,  but  being 
engaged  in  conversation  with  major  Donelson  and 
Mr.  O’Brien,  at  some  distance  from  general  Jack- 
son,  heard  very  little  of  the  conversation  that  pass- 
ed between  himself  and  the  company,  and  could,  I 
presume,  have  heard  very  little  of  it  at  that  dis- 
tance, if  my  attention  had  been  directed  entirely  in 
that  way.  I did  not  hear  the  name  of  the  honora- 
ble Adam  Huntsman  mentioned  by  gen.  Jackson  on 
that  occasion.  - 

I was  not  in  Jonesboro  at  the  time  judge  White 
made  his  speech,  but  accompanied  gen.  Jackson 
from  Blountsville  to  Jonesboro,  and  know  the  fact 
that  judge  White  preceded  him  at  Jonesboro  some 
days.  And  I presume  it  is  well  known  that  judge 
White  has  not  visited  Jonesboro  since  gen.  Jack- 
son  was  there,  and  that  he  has  made  but  the  one 
speech  in  that  place.  Very  respectfully,  vour  friend 
and  obedient  servant,  GEO.  GAMMON. 

Hon.  John  Blair. 

Blountsville.  April  14,  1337. 

Dear  sir:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  13th  inst. 
requesting  information  in  regard  to  several  points, 
I will  now  state  the  facts  according  to  my  best  re- 
collection. 

On  the  evening  after  general  Jackson’s  arrival  at 
Jonesboro,  on  his  last  visit  to  that  place,  he  called 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  Nathan  Gammon,  and  remained 
but  a very  few  minutes.  I was  there  during  the 
whole  time,  and  heard  all  the  conversation  between 
the  president  and  the  company  around  him,  but 
did  not  hear  him  or  any  other  individual  mention 
the  name  of  the  honorable  Adam  Huntsman.  If 
the  name  of  that  gentleman  had  been  mentioned  by 
general  Jackson,  or  any  one  near  him,  I should,  I 
think,  most  certainly  have  heard  it,  for  I sat  near 
him  tile  whole  time. 

On  his  way  home,  judge  White  arrived  in  Blonnts- 
ville  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  July,  1836.  On  the 
morning  of  the  21st,  set  out  for  Jonesboro,  and,  as  I 
understood  from  the  Jonesboro  papers,  made  his 
speech  on  the  22d  July,  which  was  some  days  pre- 
vious to  general  Jackson’s  arrival  in  that  place.  I 
am,  very  respectfully,  your  friend  and  obedient 
servant,  WM.  GAMMON. 

Hon.  John  Blair. 

■ [Here  lollows  a letter  from  Mr.  Huntsman  to 
general  Jackson,  and  an  extract  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  to 
general  W.  B.  Carter,  which  will  be  found  inserted 
in  judge  White’s  testimony,  pages  296  and  297.] 
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A.  good  example . In  the  subjoined  letter,  from  a 
native  of  Baltimore,  now  a resident  of  N.  Orleans, 
which  has  been  addressed  to  the  mayor  of  this  city, 
in  reference  to  the  recent  distressing  inundation, 
there  is  afforded  a noble  example  of  sympathy  and 
generous  feeling,  the  right  kind  of  both — in  behalf 
of  the  sufferers  by  that  visitation.  The  donation 
is  honorable  to  the  character  of  one  who  thus  re- 
members, in  the  time  of  need,  the  city  of  his  birth; 
and  honorable  to  the  city  who  can  boast  of  such  a 
son.  Let  us  hope  that  the  example  will  not  be 
without  its  salutary  effect,  in  provoking  others,  of 
ample,  means,  to  similar  good  works:  [Pat. 

New  Orleans , June  22,  1837. 
Samuel  Smith,  esq.  mayor  of  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

Sir:  The  express  mail  of  last  evening  having 
brought  us  an  account  of  the  direful  calamity  which 
overtook  your  city  on  the  night  of  tile  14th  and 
15th  hist.  I lose  no  time  in  expressing  to  you  my 
sympathy  foi  her  in  her  great  distress,  and  to  offer 
to  those  of  her  citizens,  who  stand  in  novel  of  as- 
sistance, my  mite  for  their  relief.  Be  pleased,  sir, 
to  add  the  enclosed  check  of  Jive  hundred  dollars  to 
the  general  fund,  which  your  humane  citizens  have 
collected  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers,  ami  divide 
it  out  with  it.  With  great  respect,  I hive  the  ho- 
nor to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble 
servant,  John  McDonogh. 

Cigars — when  first  used  in  the  United  States. — 
It  appears,  from  the  subjoined  advertisement,  co- 
pied from  an  old  Boston  newspaper,  that  cigars 
first  came  into  fashion  here,  in  about  the  year  1769: 
[ Boston  Transcript. 

Brought  from  Havanna  a box  of  cigars,  a very 
rare  article!  The  best  tobacco  rolled  up  to  the 
size  of  a small  finger,  and  of  about  5 inches  length, 
l'or  smoking.  1 hev  are  preferred  by  the  Spanish 
dons  to  the  pips.  Those,  who  vvish  to  enjoy  such  a 
luxury,  will  please  call  and  try  them. 

Oct.  Id,  1769.  ' Wm.  Stockton. 

The  ship  Pennsylvania.  The  dimensions  of  the 
great  ship  Pennsylvania , which  is  to  be  launched 
at  Philadelphia  on  the  13th  inst,  are  thus  given  in 
the  Gazette  of  that  city: 


Feet. 

Inches. 

Length  on  main  gun  deck 

212 

10 

Do/  of  keel 

195 

Breadth  of  beam 

53 

Depth  of  hold 

52 

6 

Length  of  main  mast 

132 

Diameter  of  do. 

4 

5 

The  figuer  head  of  this  noble  ship  is  a colossal 
statue  of  Hercules  with  his  lion  skin  and  club, 
carved  in  the  mo3t  exquisite  manner  by  John  Rush, 
of  Philadelphia.  It  is  3aid  the  ship  will  not  be  cop- 
pered before  she  is  launched.  This  rumor  has 
caused  some  dissatisfaction  in  Philadelphia,  and  a 
public  meeting  has  been  called  on  the  subject.  If 
once  in  the  water,  without  having  her  copper  on, 
she  must  be  taken  to  one  of  the  dry-docks  to  re- 
ceive it! 

The  launch,  it  is  expected,  will  draw  an  im- 
mense throng  of  spectators  to  Philadelphia.  It  has 
been  appropriately  suggested,  (says  the  New  York 
American),  that  governor  Ritner  should  be  invited 
to  perform  the  ceremony  of  naming  tlm  new  ship, 
which  is  to  bear  in  time  to  come — through  good  and 
through  evil — in  sunshine  and  in  storm— amid  the 
fanning  breeze  of  peace,  and  the  tlmnder-cloud  of 
war — the  honored  name  of  the  great  commonwealth 
over  which  he  now  presides. 

Richmond  four  inspections.  It  appears  from  the 
returns  of  the  inspectors  that  the  inspections  for 
the  last  year  amounted  to  much  less  than  they 
have  for  the  last  five  years — being  45,028  bbls.  less 
than  the  inspections  of  1834,  the  next  lowest  amount 
in  the  five  years.  For  the  year  ending  30th  June, 
1333,  the  inspections  were  243,995  bbls. — 1834, 
they  were  156, 78S  bbls. — 1835,  they  were  230,504 
bbls. — 1336,  they  were  177,686  bbls. — and  1837, 
they  were  111,760  barrels. 

At  the  Methodist  conference,  held  this  year  at 
Nantucket,  there  were  one  hundred  and  fifty  minis- 
ters present.  A resolution  was  passed  not  to  in- 
terfere with  the  abolition  question. 

Back  again.  The  New  York  Commercial  states 
that,  among  the  steerage  passengers  of  the  packet 
ship  Garrick,  which  sailed  from  that  port  a few 
days -ago  for  Europe,  were  about  fifty  lately  arrived 
emigrants  from  that  quarter  of  the  world. 

Keep  cool.  The  legislature  of  Connecticut  seem 
to  have  been  resolved  to  keep  cool  during  their  late 
session.  It  lasted  forty-six  days — in  the  course  of 
which,  according  to  the  Hartford  Courier,  the  mem- 
bers used  up  three  hundred  and  thiry-five  pounds 
of  ice — such  an  item  being  charged  in  the  contin- 
gent expenses!  1 


Rossie  lead. 

A schooner  has  i 

arrived  at  Boston 

with  800  pigs 

of  lead,  being  the  fn 

■st  in  that  market 

from  the  mine 

s of  the  state  of  New  Yofk. 

Emigration. 

The  New  York 

Times  furnishes 

the  following 

statement  of  ernigi 

ants  vvlio  arrived 

at  New  York 

and  Quebec  for  each  of  the  last  eight 

years: 

Years. 

At  Quebec. 

At  New  York. 

1829 

13,356 

15,064 

1830 

24,391 

30,224 

1831 

49,250 

31,739 

1832 

51,422 

48,589 

1833 

22,062 

41,702 

1834 

30,217 

43,110 

1835 

1 1,530 

35,303 

1836 

27,513 

60,541 

Died  on  the  5th  April  last,  at  Fort  William,  river 
Platte,  Milton  G.  Suhlet!e,long  known  as  one  oflhe 
most  enterprising  Indian  traders  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains. Tile  deceased  first  embarked  in  the  Indian 
trade  as  early, as  3322,  and  by  his  interpid  bravery 
soon  acquired  an  influence  among  his  associates 
which  he  retained  until  the  hour  of  his  death.  The 
hardy  pioneers  of  the  Ilocky  Mountains,  in  his 
death,  have  met  an  irreparable  loss,  which  they  will 
long  mourn. 


Ohio  canal 

tolls.  May  IS 

36. 

May  1837 

Cleveland 

$7,366 

91 

00 

$7,075 

81 

00 

Akron 

1,335 

12 

00 

1,722 

97 

00 

Massillon 

2.73S 

39 

00 

3,178 

80 

00 

Dover 

1.252 

97 

(10 

1,863 

76 

00 

Roscoe 

1,633 

49 

00 

4,771 

97 

02 

Newark 

5,234 

43 

02 

8,687 

17 

08 

Circlevilie 

2,496 

26 

01 

2,926 

94 

08 

Chillicothe 

3,948 

53 

01 

3,363 

71 

09 

Portsmouth 

3,107 

24 

0! 

5,079 

23 

00 

Columbus 

1,048 

77 

00 

2,674 

53 

00 

Cincinnati 

4,313 

10 

00 

4,875 

00 

00 

Hamilton 

201 

75 

00 

349 

88 

00 

Middletown 

1,101 

87 

00 

1,415 

67 

00 

Dayton 

2,086 

14 

00 

2,364 

24 

00 

$37,S69 

97 

05 

$59,352 

75 

07 

37,869 

97 

05 

Increase  of 

May  1887, 

over 

May  1836, 

$12,482 

78 

02 

Novel  squirrel  hunt.  The  Lowell,  Mass.  Courier 
says  a boy  in  the  neighborhood  of  that  city,  a few 
days  since,  who  shot  a squirrel  on  a stone  wall,  on 
searching  for  him  in  the  hole  in  which  he  fell,  drew 
out  a tin  pot  containing  50  counterfeit  dollars. 

The  law  of  divorce  in  Massachusetts.  At  the  late 
session  of  the  supreme  court  in  Springfield,  Mass, 
the  court  decided  that  under  the  present  law,  in- 
temperance, unconnected  with  extreme  cruelty  or 
desertion  and  neglect  of  a husband  to  provide  for 
his  wife,  is  not  sufficient  ground  for  a divorce — yet 
it  may  be  given  in  evidence,  as  corroborative  of 
other  testimony.  [ Providence  Courier. 

The  editor  of  the  Portland  -Advertiser  has 
been  prosecuted  by  F.  O.  J.  Smith  for  libel;  dam- 
ages laid  at  .$'10,000.  The  type,  press,  &c.  of  the 
Advertiser  have  been  seized,  though  the  publica- 
tion of  the  paper  is  not  to  be  suspended,  as  is  the 
case  with  the  Courier. 

The  ship  Lockwoods.  The  commander  of  the  ship 
Lockwoods  has  published  in  the  Quebec  papers  an 
affidavit  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  himself  from 
blame  on  account  of  having  left  the  quarantine 
ground  at  New  York  and  landed  his  passengers  at 
Perth  Amboy. 

Several  Artesian  wells  have  been  bored  in  the 
south  part  ol'  the  city  of  Boston,  from, which  is  ob- 
tained an  abundant  supply  of  excellent  soft  water, 
and  well  suited  for  culinary  purposes. 

Romantic  escape  from,  prison.  Y esterday  a French- 
man, confined  in  the  debtors’  prison,  effected  his 
escape,  through  the  ingenious  contrivance  of  his 
wife  and  sister.  About  five  o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon, they  were  admitted  to  the  prison,  'as  usual, 
the  sister  having  a large  basket  on  her  arm,  sup- 
posed to  contain  female  attire.  Shortly  afterwards 
the  prisoner  was  supposed  to  go  up  to  his  room, 
when  the  two  others  departed.  Some  time  after 
their  departure,  the  keeper,  to  his  astonishment, 
discovered  that  the  debtor  had  escaped  by  disguis- 
ing himself  in  the  female  attire  brought  in  the  basket, 
a la  sir  Robert  Wilson,  at  the  time  of  the  French 
revolution.  A reward  of  $100  is  offered  for  his 
apprehension.  " [New  York  Times. 

Virginia  gold  mines.  A small  mine  in  Stafford 
county,  called  the  ‘■‘Horsepen,”  owned  by  four  indi- 
viduals, in  which  ten  hands  are  worked,  is  yielding 
from  40  to  50  ounces  of  amalgam  per  week.  The 
mill  is  driven  by  waterpower.  The  profits  after 
paying  current  expenses,  are  not  less  than  15  per 
cent,  per  month  upon  the  outlay.  * 


Samuel  Lamed,  esq.  United  States  charge  to 
Peru,  has  arrived  in  Providence,  R.  I.  his  native 
city,  after'  an  absence  of  13  years,  during  all  of 
which  he  has  been  in  the  diplomatic  service  of  hi3 
country. 

Dutch  Edst  Indiamen.  There  are  now  ten  or1 
eleven  Dutch  East  Indiamen  in  the  port  of  N.  York. 
One  of  them,  the  Handelniautschappy,  czpt&in  Wm. 
H.  Buykers,  fired  a salute  on  the  4th  inst.  in  honor 
of  our  national  anniversary. 

Aurora  Borealis.  A magnificent  display  of  the 
Aurora  Borealis,  of  a blood  red  Color,  was  visible  in 
the  north  west  part  of  the  heavens,  on  Saturday 
evening.  It  extended  from  the  horizon  almost  to 
the  zenith,  and  the  phenomenon  was  rendered  still 
more  remarkable  by  the  fact  that  it  lightened  vivid- 
ly during  the  whole  of  the  time  that  the  aurora  ap- 
peared. 

The  Randolph  will  case.  We  learn  from  the 
Richmond  Whig  of  Tuesday,  that  the  special  court 
of  appeals  affirmed  on  Monday  the  judgment  of  the 
general  court,  in  the  Randolph  will  case — -judges 
Brockenbrough  and  Mason  concurring,  and  judge 
Cabell  dissenting.  This  decision  establishes  the 
will  of  1821,  with  the  various  codicils  up  to  August, 
1831,  by  which  the  slaves  of  Mr.  Randolph  are 
emancipated. 

Remarkable  Longevity.  A correspondent  at  Eas- 
ton, Pennsylvania,  informs  us  that  (nere  is  now  liv- 
ing near  that  place  an  old  man  by  the  name  of  John 
Linn,  (as  well  as  we  can  make  out  the  name  from  the 
writing),  of  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  four  years. 
He  formerly  lived  in  St.  Mary’s  county,  Md.,  and 
was  a carpenter  by  trade.  “He  tells  me,”  says  our 
communicant,  “he  built  the  public  building  in  the 
town  of  Montgomery,  in  St.  Mary’s  county,  in  the 
year  1774-5.  I remember  him  myself  since  the 
year  1777.  lie  is  a remarkable  roan;  has  a full 
head  of  hair,  good  eye-sight,  is  very  intelligent,  of 
free  and  easy  conversation,  and  talks  freely  of  old 
times.  He  ha3  a double  set  of  teeth,  and  says  he 
broke  three  of  them  by  throwing  bogs  of  wheat 
over  his  head  with  his  teeth,  having  been  an  over- 
powerful  man.  He  married  his  third  wife  in  1. is 
ninetieth  year,  and  sir e died  the  first  of  January 
jast.  [ National  Intelligencer. 

Oneida  bank,  N.  Y.  The  villain  who  robbed  the 
Oneida  bank,  a few  months  since,  of  $312,000,  has 
been  taken,  at  Hamilton,  U.  C.  where  he  had  made 
large  investments  in  real  estate. 

Wheat  in  Mississippi.  The  Manchester,  (Miss.) 
Whig  of  the  17th  June  says  that  the  crops  in  that 
state  are  unusually  promising.  Some  of  the  plant- 
ers in  Holmes  county  had,  at  that  early  dale,  ga- 
thered fine  crops  of  wheat,  and  were  preparing  it 
fo-r  market.  Mississippi  will,  the  present  year, 
raise  her  own  corn  and  wheat,  and  make  a larger 
ortion  of  the  provisions  for  which  she  has  hitherto 
een  dependent  upon  other  states.  Ifer  cotton  crop 
will  not  fall  short  of  375,000  bales. 

Large  haul  of  rock  fish.  There  w as  caught  at 
one  haul  at  Bryant’s  fishery,  on  the  Roanoke  river, 
in  the  month  of  April  last,  between  five  thousand, 
and  six  thousand  rock,  (generally  known  as  Strip- 
ed Bass),  many  of  them  weighing  from  50  to  £5 
pounds,  and  estimated  at  300  barrels.  It  required 
three  davs  and  nights  to  free  the  seine. 

The  apostle  Eliot  and  the  Indians.  While  Eliot 
was  engaged  in  translating  the  Bible  into  the  Indian 
language,  he  came  to  this  passage — “The  mother 
of  Sisera  looked  out  at  the  window,  and  cried 
through  the  lattice ,”  See.  Not  knowing  an  Indian 
word  to  signify  lattice,  he  applied  to  several  of  the 
natives,  and  endeavored  to  describe  to  them  what  a 
lattice  resembled.  Flo  described  it  as  frame  vvoit, 
netting,  wicker,  or  whatever  occurred  to  him  as  il- 
lustrative; when  they  gave  him  a long,  barbarous, 
and  unpronounceable  word,  as  are  many  ol  the 
words  in  their  language.  Some  years  after,  when 
he  had  learned  their  dialect  more  correctly,  he  is 
said  to  have  laughed  oughtright  upon  finding  that 
the  Indians  had  given  him  the  true  term  for  eel-pet. 
“The  mother  of  Sisera  looked  out  at  the  window, 
and  cried  through  the  eel-pot!” 

[dm.  Ancc.vol.  1,  p.  94. 

Foreign  shipping  in  port.  There  are  rising  of  270 
vessels  in  port  of  a 11  nations.  Of  these  S3  are  fo- 
reign, viz:  17  British,  15  Dutch,  12  Prussian,  12 
Sweden,  10  Danish,  8 Bremen,  4 French,  3 Spa- 
nish, 3 Italian,  3 Austrian,  and  from  Hanover,  Rus- 
sia, Hamburgh,  Belgium,  Mechlenbourg,  Genoa, 
one  each.  The  vessels  may  all  he  classed  as 
follows:  90  ships,  32  barques,  130  brigs,  11  gal- 
liots. 

There  are,  in  addition  to  the  above,  a great  num- 
ber of  schooners  and  sloops,  engaged  in  the  river  or 
coasting  trade,  which  would  swell  them  to  many 
hundred.  [Afl  F.  paper. 
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Ocj-Tiie  present  sheet  contains,  in  addition  to  the 
usual  proportion  of  miscellaneous  articles,  copious 
extracts  from  the  latest  European  dates,  received 
at  New  York,  and 

I.  Proceedings  of  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Phi- 
ladelphia in  relation  to  the  ship  Pennsylvania. 

II.  Decree  of  the  Mexican  government  respecting 
the  claims  of  the  United  States  upon  it,  &c. 

III.  Letters  from  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  the  postmaster 
general  in  reply  to  invitations  from  a commit- 
tee of  the  democrats  of  the  1st  and  2d  congres- 
sional districts  of  Pennsylvania,  &c. 

IV.  Report  of  the  board  of  visiters  to  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point. 

V.  Letter  from  the  honorable  Ilenry  A.  AVise  to 
judge  B.  Hopper  in  reply  to  an  invitation  to  at- 
tend the  convention  of  the  Maryland  State  Tem- 
perance society. 

Yl.  Mr.  Webster’s  speech  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 
ATI.  Gen.  Hamilton’s  letter  to  Mr.  Biddle  presi- 
dent of  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

VIII.  Gen.  D.  L.  Clinch’s  reply  to  the  hon.  Lewis 
Cass’  defence  against  certain  imputations  in  re- 
gard to  the  operations  in  Florida,  whilst  he  was 
secretary  of  war. 

IX.  Reply  of  the  postmaster  general  to  the  expo- 
sition of  the  late  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  and  the 
rejoinder  of  the  latter. 

f)C3“The  advices  from  England  will  be  read  with 
interest.  The  course  of  the  Bank  of  England  to- 
wards the  American  houses,  after  its  recent  ef- 
forts to  sustain  them,  has  caused  some  surprise  and 
alarm,  and  will  no  doubt  paralyze  the  elforts  on  this 
side  of  the  water  to  uphold  them— for  it  would  be 
labor  in  vain  to  attempt  it  unless  a corresponding 
disposition  exists  on  the  part  of  the  governors  of  the 
bank.  The  consequence  of  this  determination  of 
the  bank  must  be  a general  failure  of  the  American 
houses,  and  than  will  follow  a state  of  things  which 
will  seriously  embarrass  the  bank,  and  create  a pa- 
rdr.  which  must  stil.1  more  seriously  affect  the  com- 
mercial relations  of  the  two  countries,  ti..  n 

York  Courier,  which  received  private  letters  by  the 
Oxford,  says— “It  was  not  known  at  the  very  latest 
dates  from  London  whether  the  government  had 
positively  refused  to  interfere,  nor  had  at  that  time 
any  of  the  American  London  houses  actually  sus- 
pended their  payments. _ All  their  engagements  on 
the  evening  of  the  1st  June  had  been  met,  the  oc- 
currences of  the  2d  cannot  be  known  here,  nor 
were  they  known  in  Liverpool  on  the  morning  of 
the  3d,  as  we  have  seen  a letter  written  at  that 
time,  not  bv  a mere  observer,  but  by  one.  deeply 
interested,  which  says  that  then  no  information  of 
the  stoppage  of  any  oi  the  London  houses  had  reach- 
ed that  place.  It  is  very  probable,  we  think,  that 
some  of  them  will  eventually  fail,  but  at  any  rate, 
they  had  not  failed  when  the  latest  accounts  came 
away/’ 

The  mandamus  case.  From  the  Intelligencer  of 
yesterday.  The  unanimous  opinion  of  the  circuit 
court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  was  yesterday  de- 
livered by  chief  justice  Crunch,  on  the  motion  ot 
Mr.  Coxe  to  quash  the  return  made  by  the  postmas- 
ter general  to  the  mandamus  nisi , heretofore  issued 
against  him  at  the  relation  of  Stockton,  Stokes  and 
Moore.  The  opinion,  which  was  characterized  by 
great  ability  and  research,  and  occupied  two  hours 
and  a half  in  the  delivery,  went  into  a minute  exa- 
mination of  the  various  points  made  in  the  return 
and  in  argument.  The  court  adhered  to  their  opi- 
nion given  on  the  return  to  the  rule  to  show  cause, 
sustained  their  jurisdiction,  and  quashed  the  return, 
as  being  insufficient. 

The  court  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Coxe,  coun- 
sel for  the  relators,  granted  a writ  of  peremptory 
mandamus,  returnable  on  the  fourteenth  of  August 

next. 

[The  reason  for  the  distant  day  set  down  for  fur- 
ther proceedings  was  the  understanding  that  the 
court  would  not  be  again  in  session  until  that  time]. 

The  Pennsylvania  convention  adjourned 
yesterdav  to  meet  again  on  the  16th  ot  October 
next.  The  amendments  agreed  upon  thus  far,  are 
of  the  most  trivial  character,  and  it  is  believed  that 
further  scrutiny  will  only  confirm  the  wisdom  and 
sagacity  of  those  who  formed  the  constitution! — 
Vol.  LII — Sig.  20. 


What  a commentary  upon  the  clamor  which  was 
raised  upon  the  necessity  of  a reform  in  that  instru- 
ment, and  how  fortunate  that  the  members  of  the 
convention  were  so  divided  as  to  prevent  its  per- 
version for  the  purposes  of  party ! “Let  well  enough 
alone”  is  an  injunction  as  useful  to  states  as  to  indi- 
viduals, and  Pennsylvania,  with  her  proverbial 
steadiness,  seems  resolved  to  profit  by  it. 

From  Florida.  By  a late  arrival  at  Charles- 
ton from  Black  Creek,  the  editor  of  the  Savannah 
Republican  has  received  intelligence  that  the  con- 
dllion  oi  tilings  was  neany  me  same  as  ai  um  mat 
accounts.  General  Jesup  had  arrived  at  Black 
Creek  on  a tour  of  inspection,  and  would  proceed 
as  far  as  St.  Augustine  and  return  to  Tampa  Bay. 

A post  was  to  be  established  at  Silver  Springs, 
above  Lake  George,  and  two  on  the  Suwannee. — 
The  different  posts  that  had  not  been  abandoned 
were  said  to  be  healthy,  and  the  country  generally, 
was  much  more  healthy  this  year  than  last. 

Bow  Legs,  one  of  the  chiefs,  was  captured  at  Fort 
Foster,  by  a detachment  under  command  of  captain 
Allen,  and  three  Indians  were  also  captured  at  Pi- 
latka,  by  captain  Hanson’s  company  and  a detach- 
ment of  dragoons,  under  the  command  oflieutenant 
May. 

The  report  of  the  death  of  Micunopy  is  unfound- 
ed. He  is  said  to  be  still  friendly,  as  also Jumper 
and  Cloud. 

On  Monday  morning,  June  26,  capt.  John  AVal- 
ton,  of  the  United  States  light  ship  Florida,  station- 
ed on  Carysford  Reef,  went  in  his  boat  with  four 
men  on  Key  Largo  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
fuel.  AVhilst  ashore  they  were  all  fired  at  by  a bo- 
dy of  Indians  in  ambush  and  we  are  sorry  to  relate 
that  eapt.  Walton  was  shot  dead  on  the  spot,  having 
received  from  three  to  five  bullets  in  his  face  anil 
body,  likewise  one  of  his  men.  The  other  three 
had  but  bare  time  to  run  to  their  boat;  they  all,  save 
one,  received  some  flesh  wounds,  but  fortunately 
escaped. 

Pensacola.  July  1.  The  steamboat  Marion  arriv- 
„.i  i, ..tp  on  1 nurSuu,  - i^,f  rm„  a i..-— u 

and  Appalachicola,  with  the  force  on  board  raised 
at  those  places,  to  assist  in  dislodging  the  tugitive 
Creeks  from  Walton  county.  They  proceed  with- 
out delay  to  Black  Water,  where  they  are  to  debark 
and  form  a junction  with  the  force  under  colonel 
Brown.  The  troops  on  board  the  Marion  are  com- 
manded by  colonel  Wood,  ot  St.  Joseph.  The 
promptness  and  alacrity  with  which  they  have  obey- 
ed the  call  of  the  executive  entitle  them  to  great 
credit. 

There  is  not  an  editor  in  the  country  who  has 
watched  the  progress  of  the  war  in  Florida,  who 
will  not  heartily  subscribe  to  the  following  trom  the 
Savannah  Georgian— “Not  the  least  provoking  fea- 
ture of  this  Florida  war  to  an  editor  is,  that  lie  is 
compelled,  in  the  exercise  of  his  vocation,  to  give 
currency  to  every  rumor  that  reaches  the  public 
ear,  or  be  charged  with  withholding  the  latest  in- 
telligence from  his  readers.” 

Mr.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war,  attended 
the  celebration  of  the  4th  by  the  Washington  socie- 
ty in  Charleston,  S.  C.  In  reply  to  a complimen- 
tary toast,  he  made  a speech  ol  (hanks  to  the  com- 
pany, and  of  praise  to  the  administration  ot  which 
he  is  a member. 

He  said  that  “the  feelings  of  the  government 
(the  administration?)  had  been  misunderstood”  in 
reference  to  the  distress  which  has  iallen  on  the 
country.  “The  government  regarded,  with  the 
greatest  concern,  the  blight  which  has  fallen  upon 
the  prosperity  of  the  country  and  are  seeking,  with 
the  most  earnest  solicitude,  to  devise  the  means  ot 
restoring  the  credit  and  prosperity  of  the  country. 
The  result  of  their  anxious  deliberations  will  be 
submitted  to  congress  in  the  fullest  reliance  on  the 
wisdom,  patriotism,  and  co-operation  of  that  branch 
of  the  government;  and  in  the  fullest  assurance 
that,  laying  aside  all  party  views,  they  will  apply 
themselves  zealously  to  relieve  the  country  from 
the  evils  which  now  afflict  it  in  common  with  the 
whole  commercial  world.” 

Items  about  the  time3  and  currency. — 
Such  is  the  difficulty  of  collecting  small  debt3,  at 
this  time,  that  even  the  amount  necessary  to  con- 


duct the  regular  business  of  mechanics,  is  almost 
without  the  reach  of  obtaining.  A collector  of  this 
city,  with  a thousand  dollars  of  bills,  went  to  Louis- 
ville, and  succeeded,  in  getting  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  only,  and  that  was  from  a person  who  had 
owed  it  lor  newspaper  patronage,  previous  to  leav- 
ing Cincinnati.  [ Cincinnati  Whig. 

The  following  is  a specimen  of  the  '■‘currency” 
issued  by  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Pennsylvania. 

“The  Commercial  bank  of  Pennsylvania  will  re- 
ceive this  certificate  as  five  dollars,  either  on  depo- 

site  nr  in  nnvment  nf  HoMc  Him  in  t ho  - 

“Philadelphia,  July  4,  1S37. 

“J.  Dundas,  pres’t. 

“B.  P.  Smith,  cashier.” 

The  New  Orleans  papers  of  the  1st  instant  quote 
United  States  bank  notes  at  12  per  cent,  premium, 
and  the  notes  of  the  banks  of  Mississippi  (including 
tlie  deposite  banks)  at  22  per  cent,  discount — a dif- 
ference of  34  per  cent,  in  favor  of  the  notes  of  what 
the  government  paper  in  Washington  calls  an  insol- 
vent institution,  over  the  notes  of  treasury  banks. 

The  New  York  Herald  of  the  10th  inst.  says — To 
show  the  irregular  state  of  our  exchanges,  we  may 
mention  the  sale  of  bank  checks  for  $5,000  on  Phi- 
ladelphia, at  j per  cent,  discount. 

A government  draft,  (says  the  Free  Trader  of 
Natchez,  dated  the  22d),  was  yesterday  presented 
for  payment  at  the  Planters’  bank  in  this  city — 
amount  two  thousand  dollars.  Specie  was  refused. 

Bank  facilities.  Under  this  head,  the  Cincinnati 
Gazette  of  Monday  states,  (hat  the  banks  of  that 
city  have  come  to  the  determination  of  receiving  the 
notes  generally  of  all  the  banks  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Kentucky,  at  par,  of  the  denoiniation  of  $5  and 
upwards. 

Speculation.  The  Portland  Argus  tells  a good 
story  to  illustrate  the  shaving  operations  performed 
down  east.  We  somewhat  doubt  the  truth  of  the 
story,  but  give  it  as  we  find  it.  During  the  land 
fever  fevvjyears  since,  a noted  speculator  irora 
money  lenders — the  conversation  turned  on  the 
amount  of  discounts  which  had  been  made  on  land 
notes  for  cash,  and  the  speculator  said  he  had  cer- 
tain notes  which  he  would  sell  for  3 per  cent,  a 
month  discount.  At  request  of  the  money  lender 
several  notes  were  produced,  which  were  offered  at 
that  discount — one  of  them  had  a long  time  to  run, 
and  the  discount  at  3 per  cent,  a month  amounted 
to  more  than  the  face  of  the  note — the  money  len- 
der said  he  would  take  that;  and  the  speculator 
might  gire  him  his  note  for  the  balance. 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  says  that 
Messrs.  Tappan  & Co.  have  deemed  it  necessary, 
lor  the  correction  of  erroneous  reports,  to  publish 
the  names  of  the  two  or  three  persons  who  have 
thought  fit  to  commence  suits  against  them.  AYe 
wish  some  circumstance  would  make  it  necessary 
for  every  one  of  the  honorable  and  high  minded 
houses  who  have  been  crushed  under  the  unexam- 
pled embarrassments  of  the  past  months,  to  publish 
a similar  statement. 

Scarcity  of  travellers , A remarkable  illustration 
of  the  paucity  of  travellers  the  present  summer,  oc- 
curred yesterday  at  one  of  our  principal  hotels. 
Only  eight  persons  sat  down  to  dinner,  at  a table 
which  ordinaiily  entertains  two  hundred  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  [ Philadelphia  Herald. 

The  Cincinnati  Whig  says — There  are  now  at 
least  200  pilots,  and  as  many  engineers,  thrown  out 
of  employ  by  the  falling  off  of  business  upon  the 
western  waters,  and  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred 
hands. 

The  currency.  Things  are  looking  up  in  Bangor. 
AVe  were  shown  this  morning  (says  the  Boston  Jour- 
nal) a specimen  of  their  currency.  It  was  a bit  of 
coarse  paper  1 1-2  by  3 inches  in  size  on  which 
was,  in  wretched  printing,  a cut  of  a razor  and  the 
following, 

“GOOD  FOR  A SHAVE. 

“J.  E.  Cadmus,  agent.” 

The  banks.  In  Charleston  on  the  8th  instant, 
an  attempt  was  made  to  get  up  an  excitement 
against  the  banks,  which  was  signally  rebuked  by 
the  citizens.  Particulars  in  our  next. 
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American  indemnity.  By  the  last  arrival  at 
New  York  from  France,  the  following  item  is  re- 
ceived. The  commissioners  treated  by  the  ordon- 
nance  of  the  21st  of  May,  1836,  for  the  liquida- 
tion of  the  claims  of  the  American  creditors,  in 
pursuance  of  article  3 of  the  convention  of  the  4th 
July,  1831,  between  France  and  the  United  States, 
has  come  to  a settlement  of  all  the  demands  which 
will  be  communicated  to  the  interested  without 
delay. 

North  eastern  boundary.  The  following 
paragraph  from  the  St.  John’s  Chronicle  of  a late 
date,  shows  a disposition  on  the  part  of  the  British 
press  to  justify,  instead  of  condemn,  the  late  out- 
rage upon  an  American  citizen.  The  people  of 
Maine  are  much  excited  upon  the  subject,  and  with 
such  feelings  as  this  paragraph  indicates  on  the  part 
of  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  we  would  not  be 
surprised  if  the  paities  speedily  came  into  collision. 
But  we  hope  the  authorities  of  Maine  will  observe 
that  moderation  which  is  dictated  by  a sense  of  the 
justice  oi  uieir  cause,  anu  leave  uie  arourainem  to 
their  own  government.  Relief  may  come  slowly, 
but  it  will  come  surely,  and  the  vexed  question  be 
settled  forever. 

“A  report  has  reached  us  that,  the  state  of  Maine 
is  again  interfering  with  the  jurisdiction  of  this  pro- 
vince on  the  north  eastern  boundary  line.  An 
American  who  declares  himself  to  be  an  accredited 
agent  of  that  state,  has  been  for  some  time  actively 
employed  in  distributing  money  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  quarter,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing 
them  to  acknowledge  allegiance  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  and  disavowing  the  authority 
of  his  majesty’s  government.  Steps  were  taken  to 
have  him  arrested,  but  the  sheritF  refusing  to  take 
him,  representation  was  made  to  sir  John  Harvey, 
who  immediately  consulted  the  crown  officers  on 
the  subject,  and  measures  were  forthwith  adopted 
to  have  him  arrested,  and  the  sheriff’s  officers  are 
now  in  pursuit.  We  trust  this  promptness  and  de- 
cision will  at  once  check  so  gross  and  palpable  ag- 
gression of  our  American  neighbors.” 

Michigan.  The  legislature  of  this  state  ad- 
journed on  the  22d  ult.  after  a session  of  ten  days. 
They  have  passed  a law  allowing  all  the  banks  in 
the  state  to  suspend  specie  payments  for  one  year 
from  the  fifteenth  of  May  last.  An  act  has  also 
been  passed  providing  that,  in  cases  of  lands  to  be 
sold  on  mortgages  heretofore  given  for  the  payment 
of  the  purchase  money,  the  mortgager,  &c.  may 
toiftg  et'taieYupon- paying  to  the  purchaser  the 
sum  bid,  and  ten  per  cent,  interest  thereon.  An 
act  providing  for  an  election  of  a member  of  con- 
gress for  this  state,  to  be  held  on  the  21st  and  22d 
days  of  August  next,  has  also  been  passed. 

University  and  school  lands.  An  act  also  passed, 
reducing  the  price  to  be  paid  down  for  those  lands 
from  one-fourth  to  one-tenth  part  of  the  purchase 
money,  and  one-tenth  part  to  be  paid  annually,  with 
interest,  until  the  debt  is  discharged.  The  price 
at  which  the  university  lands  will  be  put  up  will 
be  $20  per  acre,  and  school  sections  at  $8  per 
acre. 

Alabama.  The  legislature  of  this  state  has  ad- 
journed after  a session  of  three  weeks.  The  pe- 
nalties incurred  by  the  banks  on  suspending  specie 
payments  have  been  remitted,  and  ample  time  al- 
lowed all  debtors  to  meet  their  obligations.  The 
bill  passed  for  the  relief  of  the  banks  provides  for 
an  extension  of  one,  two  and  three  years  for  the 
payment  of  their  debts,  and  authorises  a loan  of  five 
millions  of  dollars  for  the  same  time,  for  the  relief 
of  individual  debtors. 

Convention  of  business  men.  A meeting 
from  various  trades  and  occupations  in  New  York, 
was  held  at  the  Pacific  hotel,  (col.  Jesup’s),  in  that 
city  on  Monday  evening  last,  agreeably  to  public 
notice,  and  twenty  delegates  were  elected  to  meet 
in  the  national  convention  of  business  men,  to  be 
held  in  Philadelphia  on  the  first  day  of  August 
next. 

Post  offices,  changes,  &c.  From  the  post 
office  department  we  learn  that  the  post  offices 
established  during  the  year  ending  June  30th  1836, 
were  666,  discontinuances  345,  making  a net  in- 
crease of  321. 

During  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1837,  the 
offices  established  were  956,  the  discontinuances 
280,  making  a net  increase  of  676. 

The  whole  number  of  post  offices  in  the  United 
Slates  on  the  1st  inst.  was  11,767. 

The  changes  of  postmasters  in  the  former  year 
were  1,844,  and  in  the  latter  2,235. 


The  appointments  of  postmaster  in  the  former  i 
including  new  offices,  were  2,510;  in  the  latter 
3,191,  being  at  the  rate  of  more  than  ten  each  day, 
Sundays  excepted. 

Considering  the  numerous  cases  of  complaint  in 
which  there  is  no  action,  the  correspondence  which 
grows  out  of  them,  the  instruction  of  postmasters, 
&c.  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  buisiness  done 
in  this  branch  of  the  post  office  department. 

[Globe. 

Ohio  loan.  The  canal  loan  of  the  state  of 
Ohio,  offered  by  the  commissioners,  for  $500,000 
six  per  cent,  stocks,  redeemable  in  1856,  with  in- 
terest semi-annually,  was  taken  by  Messrs.  Prime, 
Ward,  King  & Co.  at  a premium  of  $12  57  per 
cent,  or  $112  57  money  for  $100  in  stock.  The 
investment  will  net  about  4f  per  cent,  interest  per 
annum.  The  state  of  Ohio  in  the  payment  of  her 
interest  money  lately  took  care  to  do  all  which 
could  possibly  be  demanded,  having  paid  specie,  or 
rather  added  the  premium  on  specie  to  the  payment, 
giving  $109  in  bank  for  $100  due.  There  is  no 
doubt  about  the  physical  or  moral  resources  of  the 
queen  of  the  west.  [N.  Y.  Jovr.  of  Com. 

The  Sac  and  Fox  Indians.  St.  Louis,  June 
28.  For  several  days  past,  a deputation  of  the  Sac 
and  Fox  Indians,  headed  by  Keokuk,  have  been  in 
this  city.  The  object  of  their  visit  at  this  time  is 
to  look  after  their  annuities,  amounting  to  nearly 
sixty  thousand  dollars  a year,  which  are  stipulated 
to  be  paid  early  in  June.  As  an  Indian’s  necessi- 
ties are  generally  urgent,  and  as  the  custom  of  the 
government — to  pay  money  when  it  becomes  due 
— has  been  departed  from,  they  were  naturally 
solicitous  to  ascertain  the  cause.  On  Saturday  and 
Monday  they  held  talks  with  the  officers  for  the 
purpose  of  being  informed  upon  the  matter.  Keo- 
kuk, we  heard, made  a long  speech,  in  which  he  in- 
veighed against  the  faithlessness  of  the  government 
in  the  execution  of  the  treaties  with  them;  declared 
the  indebtedness  of  his  tribe  to  the  traders  who 
have  supplied  with  goods,  and  more  especially 
with  provisions;  and  expressed  a willingness  to  re- 
ceive bank  notes,  or  any  thing  else  which  could  be 
paid  to  their  creditors,  in  the  discharge  of  their 
debts.  The  result  of  the  council  was  not  very  sa- 
tisfactory. They  were  told  that  there  w'as  no  mo- 
ney here  to  pay  them;  and  we  may  venture  to  say 
that  it  is  exceedingly  uncertain  when  a sufficient 
amount  of  specie  will  be  found  for  that  purpose. 
We  understand  that  the  amom-*-  -r  ‘“‘V-  “,,L  a'ln"itv 
i3  iu  ue  paul  in  goods,  deliverable  here 
on  the  10th  of  August  next;  and  that  an  effort  will 
be  made  to  pay  off  the  other  annuity,  nearly 
$30,000,  in  specie,  whenever  the  government  can 
get  it. 

National  Courtesies.  From  the  N.  Y.  Ameri- 
can. When  the  fine  French  frigate  Artemise  was  here 
last  year,  the  reception  given  by  the  public  authori- 
ties and  by  private  citizens  to  the  officers,  and  the 
liberal  courtesy  of  those  officers  to  the  thousands  of 
our  citizens  that  visited  the  frigate,  were  subjects 
of  mutual  gratification. 

We  are  now  enabled  through  the  kindness  of  the 
French  consul  general  here,  M.  de  la  Forest,  to  pre- 
sent to  our  readers  in  the  annexed  letter  from  com- 
modore Ridgely,  the  grateful  evidence,  that  neither 
upon  the  Chevalier  de  la  Place,  commander  of  the 
Artemise,  nor  upon  his  government,  were  the  kind- 
nesses of  our  naval  officers,  magistrates  and  citi- 
zens, lost  or  misplaced. 

It  is  matter  of  congratulation  always,  when  we 
have  it  in  our  power  to  record  acts  which,  like  these, 
brighten  the  chain  of  friendship  between  two  an- 
cient allies. 

U.  S.  Naval  Lyceum,  N.  York,  July  3,  1837. 

A Monsieur  de  la  Forest, 

Consul  general  of  France,  New  York: 

I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  from 
you,  of  a communication  from  the  Chevalier  de  la 
Place,  Capitaine  de  Vaisseau,  and  a member  of  the 
naval  lyceum,  accompanied  by  a box,  containing 
the  voyages  of  the  Astrolabe,  Uranie,  Coquilleand 
Luxor,  with  illustrative  plates  and  maps,  which  he 
says  he  is  charged  to  present  to  this  institution  in 
the  name  of  his  excellency,  the  minister  of  Marine, 
admiral  Rosamel,  as  an  additional  proof  of  the  es- 
teem and  frienship  entertained  by  the  military  ma- 
rine of  France,  for  that  of  the  U.  States. 

I must  ask  your  kindness  to  convey  to  these 
distinguished  citizens  of  the  French  empire,  the  let- 
ter of  acknowledgement  which  will  be  presented  to 
you  herewith,  for  this  important  and  munificent 
donation. 

For  your  personal  agency,  sir,  in  conveying  to 
the  lyceum  these  splendid  memorials  of  the  char- 
acteristic liberality  of  your  government,  I beg  leave 


to  tender  you  the  thanks  of  the  society  over  w hich 
I preside;  and  to  unite  with  you  in  the  common 
sentiment,  that  the  uninterrupted  harmony  and 
friendship  which  happily  subsist  between  our  res- 
pective countries,  can  only  be  rendered  the  more 
enduring  by  such  reciprocal  pioofsof  esteem,  which, 
in  this  case,  has  so  eminently  distinguished  the  ad- 
ministration of  marine  of  bis  Most  Christian  ma- 
jesty. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  distinguished 
consideration  and  esteem,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant. Ch.  G.  Ridglev, 

Com.  andprest.  of  the  U.  S.  naval  lyceum. 


SIX  DAYS  LATER  FROM  ENGLAND. 
From  the  N.  York  Commercial  Advertiser,  July  10. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  packet  ship  Oxford,  Rath- 
bone,  from  Liverpool,  we  have  received  our  files  of 
English  papers,  embracing  Liverpool  dates  to  the 
3d  and  London  to  the  2d  June. 

The  intelligence  of  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
inenxs  ny  our  nanKing  lnstUuiiuua  haO  nut  been  re- 
ceived at  Liverpool  at  the  time  of  the  Oxford’s  sail- 
ing. 

The  proceedings  of  parliament  are  of  no  general 
interest. 

The  Roscoe  had  arrived  at  Liverpool,  carrying 
thither  the  account  of  the  unsuccessful  mission  of 
the  committee  of  New7  York  merchants  to  Washing- 
ton, and  its  return.  The  Liverpool  Chronicle  of 
June  3d  remarks: 

“The  apathy  of  the  new  president  had  excited, 
necessarily,  a strong  feeling  of  indignation;  and,  in 
truth,  the  Americans  have  some  reason  to  feel  dis- 
satisfied. No  government  in  the  world  stands  in 
so  proud  a.  position  as  the  American  executive — 
none  so  able  to  restore  effectually  the  all  but  bank- 
rupt state  of  the  country’s  commerce.  While  the 
government  is  wallowing  in  useless  wealth,  and  the 
public  revenue  far  exceeds  the  current  expendi- 
ture; while  squabbles  loud  and  lengthy  have  arisen 
in  congress  and  elsewhere  respecting  the  appro- 
priation of  what  is  termed  the  ‘surplus  revenue,’ 
it  is  a leetle  too  bad  for  the  chief  magistrate  of  a 
great  nation  to  sit  quiet  and  indifferent  at  the  al- 
most universal  ruin  which  every  where  surrounds 
him,  when  he  possesses  the  means,  if  he  had  the 
inclination,  to  mitigate  its  severity.  Look  at  the 
conduct  of  the  Bank  of  England  towards  the  Ameri- 
can houses  in  this  country — establishments  towards 
which  she  could  not  feel  very  favorably  disposed— 
and  contrast  her  disinterestedness  with  the  apathy 

of  the  a to  warns  me  mislorlunes 

of  bis  own  countrymen.  To  the  latter,  the  compa- 
rison is  by  no  means  complimentary  ” 

The  Roscoe  carried  out  the  news  of  the  run 
upon  the  Mechanics’  bank  and  the  Dry  Dock, 
with  the  suspension  of  the  latter.  The  news  of 
the  general  suspension  of  our  banks,  however,  had 
not  reached  England.  Still,  so  important  did  they 
consider  the  Roscoe’s  news  at  Liverpool,  and  so 
gloomy  withal,  that  two  expresses  were  instantly 
despatched  to  London.  At  the  moment  the  ad- 
vices reached  the  metropolis,  the  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  England  were  considering  the  propriety  of 
extending  their  assistance  to  the  American  houses, 
already  propped  up  by  them  to  the  end  of  the  year. 
But  the  intelligence  by  the  Roscoe  appeared  so 
alarming  that  they  broke  up  without  coming  to 
any  decision.  Twro  or  three  days  were  subsequent- 
ly spent  in  profitless  discussion,  and  the  directors 
parted  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  of  June,  without 
having  arrived  at  any  conclusion.  Mean  time,  both 
the  London  and  Liverpool  packets  were  detained 
to  bring  out  the  ultimatum  of  the  bank.  That 
ultimatum  is  contained  in  the  annexed  article  from 
the  Liverpool  Chronicle  of  the  3d. 

We  have  ascertained  that  the  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  England  have  declined  to  support  the  em- 
barrassed American  houses  beyond  the  time  origi- 
nally agreed  upon — the  first  of  June.  The  direc- 
tors have  had  several  meetings  on  the  subject,  and 
the  bank  parlor  has  been  the  scene  of  protracted 
and  angry  discussion.  They  met,  we  understand, 
on  Thursday  afternoon,  and,  after  remaining  in  de- 
liberation for  a length  of  time,  adjourned  until  5 
o’clock,  when  they  again  assembled,  and  continued 
in  deliberation  until  after  8 o’clock,  when  they 
tame  to  the  determination,  in  consequence  of  the 
present  critical  state  of  monetary  matters,  both 
here  and  in  the  United  States,  of  withholding  any 
farther  support  from  the  American  firms,  w hich 
they  had  previously  guarantied  to  support  for  a 
specified  period.  That  period  having  expired,  they 
were  determined  to  incur  no  farther  responsibility. 

This  resolution  on  the  part  of  the  directors  of 
the  Bank  of  England  had  necessarily  produced  a 
great  sensation  among  the  moneyed  interest  of 
London  to  which  it  had  become  known.  Mr. 
Glynn,  a London  banker  of  great  eminence,  imme- 
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diately  posted  down  to  Birmingham  with  the  intel- 
ligence, and  on  his  arrival  there  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  meet  with  a party  of  gentlemen  belonging 
to  the  Grand  Junction  railway,  who  had  been  mak- 
ing an  excursion  along  the  line.  The  party  imme- 
diately proceeded  to  Liverpool  with  the  important 
news  in  their  possession,  and  it  became  known  on 
'change  before  the  arrival  of  the  evening  papers. — 
The  effect  ol  this  intelligence  soon  manifested  it- 
s df.  An  establishment  deeply  involved  with  Ame- 
rica, and  one  of  the  lirgest  importers  of  cotton  in 
this  great  commercial  mart,  immediately  suspended 
payment.  Connected  as  this  establishment  is  with 
other  firms  ot  more  or  less  importance,  we  cannot 
view  the  consequences  but  with  feelings  of  alarm. 
We  are  now,  it  is  to  bo  feared,  only  arriving  at  the 
“beginning  of  the  end.” 

Of  course  the  disastrous  news  from  the  United 
States  produced  a serious  reaction  on  the  London 
■stock  exchange,  in  regard  to  American  securities, 

til/?  non;  fl...  buuK  of  the  TJulLCU  uuiu,e. 

These  bonds  were  done  on  the  1st,  at  94;  those  of 
the  Morris  canal  at  974  a 93.  The  following  is  ex- 
tracted from  the  “city”  head  of  the  Morning  Herald 
of  June  2: 

The  directors  of  the  Bank  of  England  have  been 
engaged  again  to-day  in,  it  is  said,  important  dis- 
cussions relative  to  the  situation  of  the  American 
houses  requiring  a farther  extention  of  time  to  repay 
the  advances  made  to  them  some  time  since.  Up 
to  a late  hour  this  morning,  the  court  remained  in 
deliberahon;  and  nothing  upon  which  dependence 
can  be  placed  was  allowed  to  transpire.  A variety 
of  rumors  have  been  current  this  afternoon  relative 
to  the  present  determination  of  the  directors.  It  is 
stated  that  the  governor  and  deputy  governor  had 
an  interview  with  the  ministry  to-day  upon  the 
matters  which  at  present  excite  so  much  interest, 
but  nothing  has  transpired  w hatever  as  to  the  result. 

It  is  stated  that  the  accounts  from  Liverpool  to-day 
were  unsatisfactory,  and  impeded,  in  fact,  the  corn- 


interest.  The  United  States  bank  bonds  have  been 
done  at  94,  and  Morris  canal  shares  at  97^  a 93. 

A letter  dated  Liverpool,  June  3,  says:  “The 

news  from  London  last  night  was,  that  the  bank 
bad  declined  rendering  any  further  aid  to  the  Lon- 
don houses,  and  it  is  said  that  T.  Wilson  & Co.  of 
London,  have  already  stopped. 

[We  are  assured  that  this  news  of  the  suspen- 
sion ol  Wilson  & Co.  can  scarcely  be  true.  The 
agent  here  has  no  such  advices.] 

The  destructives  have  carried  the  election  of  Mr. 
Dennistoun,  lor  Glasgow.  They  were  in  great 
spirits,  considering  this  victory  as  a set-off  to  their 
late  defeat  in  Westminster.  Mr.  Dcnnistcun  took 
his  seat  in  the  house  of  commons  on  the  30th  of 
May,  amid  the  cheers  of  the  combined  forces  of 
whigs  and  radicals. 


pletion  of  the  arrangement  in  question.  The  court 
of  directors  remained  in  deliberation  long  subse- 
quently to  the  period  when  business  regularly  ter- 
minated in  the  city.  It  was  understood  that  no 
definite  result  Was  come  to  before  the  meeting  broke 
up. 

The  courl  of  directors  issued  this  afternoon  the 
following  notice: 

The  governor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land do  hereby  give  notice  that,  on  and  after  the  1st 
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for  loans  upon  the  deposite  ot  approved  mils  ol  ex- 
change, not  having  more  than  ninety-five  days  to 
run,  such  loans  to  be  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of 
July  next,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent, 
per.  annum,  and  to  be  forsuins  not  less  than £2,000 
each. 

“Bank  of  England,  June  1,  1837.” 

The  circulation  of  this  notice  gave  evident  satis- 
faction to  the  merchants  of  the  city,  some  idea  hav- 
ing been  entertained  that  the  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  from  the  delicate  position  in  which 
they  now  stand,  would  have  lessened  the  accommo- 
dation they  usually  give  to  the  mercantile  world 
while  the  transfer  books  remained  closed.  It  will 
be  observed  that  the  words  “and  other  approved 
securities,”  usually  inserted  after  bills  of  exchange, 
are  omitted. 

The  meeting  of  the  court  of  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  England  broke  up  about  eight  o'clock,  and  it  is 
asserted  that  they  have  come  to  the  determination 
not  to  renew  the  accommodation  to  the  American 
houses,  unless  with  additional  securities. 

The  funds  have  been  heavy  to-day,  money  hav- 
ing been  more  in  demand.  There  has  been  a plen- 
tiful supply  of  stock  in  the  market,  as  the  transfer 
hook  for  consols,  the  three  and  a half  per  cents,  and 
other  securities,  are  about  to  close,  preparatory  to  ! 
the  payment  of  the  dividends.  Consols  for  account 
fell  to  91 J,  but  recovered  afterward  to  91 J.  In  mo- 
ney, sales  were  made  as  low  as  90j,  but  the  latest 
prices  were  90J.  The  new  three  and  a half  per 
cents,  have  fallen  to  98jjj|,and  bank  stock  from  206 
to  203,  hut  rallied  again  to  2041  in  the  afternoon. — 
The  premium  on  exchequer  bills  and  India  bonds 
was  low  er  to-day,  the  former  having  been  quoted 
at  33,  and  the  latter  at  31.  India  stock,  after  de- 
clining to  259£,  closed  at  260. 

Spanish  bonds  have  been  heavy  to-day  at  22,  the 
agent  of  that  government  having  notified  his  inabili- 
ty to  nay  the  interest  due  on  tile  November  coupons 
this  day.  These  coupons  fell  to  46  in  the  morning, 
but  afterwards  rose  to  43.  The  five  per  cent.  Por- 
tuguese bonds,  the  interest  on  which  was  duly  paid 
to-day,  were  done  at  -14  without  the  dividend,  and 
the  three  per  cents,  at  234.  The  northern  bonds 
maintained  their  value  to-day,  but  Chilian  stock 
fell  to  29  in  the  morning,  being  a reduction  of  10 
per  cent,  on  Tuesday’s  prices,  caused  by  M.  Ro- 
sales having  failed  in  his  plan  to  pay  the  arrears  of 


FRANCE. 

The  latest  French  papers  contain  no  news  of  im- 
portance, save  the  accounts  of  the  marriage  fetes  of 
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marriage  took  place  on  the  30th  of  May.  We  have 
copied  an  interesting  account  of  the  affair  from  the 
correspondence  of  the  London  Morning  Herald. 

From  the  London  Morning  Herald , June  2. 

MARRIAGE  OF  THE  DUKE  OF  ORLEANS. 

Fontainebleau,  May  29.  From  the  very  first  hour 
of  the  morning  the  whole  population,  from  the  royal 
guests  and  authorities  of  the  town,  down  to  the 
lowest  ot  the  people,  were  in  movement,  in  expecta- 
tion of  the  arrival  ofthe  princess  Helena,  and  of  her 
reception  at  the  chateau.  The  principal  street  on 
her  way  to  Melun,  by  which  the  bride  of  the  prince 
royal  was  to  enter,  was  hung  with  tri-colored  flags, 
and  filled  with  a busy  and  curious  population.  At 
2 o’ocloek  several  carriages  left  the  chateau  at  a ra- 
pid rate,  containing  the  dukes  of  Orleans  and  Ne- 
mours, and  the  gentlemen  and  ladies  attached  to  the 
future  household  of  the  princess,  who  were  to  be 
presented  to  her  at  Melun.  Anxiety  and  curiosity 
were  depicted  on  every  countenance.  So  many  re- 
ports had  been  spread  about  relative  to  the  appear- 
ance of  the  future  duchess  of  Orleans,  the  majority 
of  which  were  decidedly  unfavorable  to  her  beauty, 
that  from  the  chateau  to  the  barriere,  all  were  equal- 
ly curious  to  satisfy  themselves  on  the  point  of  her 
personal  appearance. 

At  3 o’clock,  the  grand  court  of  the  chateau,  the 
Cour  du  Cheval  Blanc,  so  famous  in  his  history  as 
the  scene  of  Napoleon’s  adieu  to  his  troops,  was 
lined  with  the  battalions  of  infantry  and  artillery 

the  regiment  of  hussars  quartered  in  the  town. 
The  chateau,  which  consists  rather  of  a collection 
of  several  chateaux  than  one  single  building,  and 
which  has  been  characteristically  termed  a rendez- 
vous of  palaces,  has  several  entrances.  This  grand 
court,  however,  is  considered  the  principal  entrance, 
and  it  was  there  that  the  reception  of  the  bride  of 
the  prince  royal  was  to  become  a minor  event  in  the 
history  of  this  palace,  already  so  rich  in  historical 
souvenirs.  This  collection  of  buildings,  which  con- 
tain traces  of  so  many  sovereigns  of  France  up  to 
the  present  time,  dates  as  far  back  as  Louis  VII. 
Since  that  time  different  parts  of  the  building  form 
a chain  of  historical  associations  connected  with  al- 
most every  reign.  Henry  IV,  Louis  VIII,  Louis 
XIV,  Louis  XV  and  Napoleon,  have  each  left  a link 
to  this  chain,  in  the  additions  and  reparations  which 
were  made  under  their  sway  to  this  their  favorite 
residence,  and  Louis  Philippe  has  harmonized  the 
whole  in  the  tasteful  arrangement  of  the  successive 
suite  of  buildings,  each  bearing  the  impress  of  their 
epoch,  restored  perfectly  in  the  taste  oi'  the  times  in 
which  they  were  first  constructed,  even  to  the  most 
minute  details. 

The  great  court,  generally  called  the  Cour  de 
Cheval  Blanc,  from  a statue  which  has  now  disap- 
peared, was  crowded  on  this  occasion  with  the 
troops  placed  to  salute  the  bride  on  her  arrival.  At 
the  upper  end  a double  staircase,  in  the  form  of  a 
horse  shoe,  conducts  to  a small  terrace,  upon  which 
the  grand  apartments  destined  for  state  occasions, 
and  newly  decorated  with  exquisite  taste  and  great 
magnificence  by  Louis  Philippe,  open.  Upon  this 
spot  the  royal  family  were  to  await  the  new  addi- 
tion to  their  circle — the  new  princess  of  their  dy- 
nasty. This  terrace  was  crowded  with  officers 
belonging  to  the  household,  and  various  persons  at- 
tached to  the  court;  and  from  time  to  time  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  king  from  the.  grand  reception  room, 
where  the  royal  family  was  assembled,  evinced  his 
impatience  to  greet  his  future  daughter-in-law. 
The  square  in  front  of  the  chateau  was  filled  with 
expectant  crowds  of  people;  the  windows  of  the 
houses  opposite  were  crowded  with  strangers,  whom 
curiosity  had  collected  to  witness  the  ceremony; 
and  the  bustle  and  animation  of  the  multitude  con- 
trasted singularly  with  one  single  house  opposite, 
the  windows  of  which  were  closed  and  the  garden 


empty.  In  this  house  resides  the  Count  de  Poli°-- 
nac,  brother  to  the  unfortunate  minister,  and  for- 
merly governor  of  the  chateau  of  Fontainebleau, 
whose  amiable  manners  and  general  worth  had  so 
enduaied  him  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  all 
the  country  round,  that  when  the  revolution  of  July 
bioke  out,  all,  with  one  accord,  called  upon  him  to 
remain  among  them.  At  this  house  there  were 
naturally  none’  to  greetthe  princess  destined  to  pro- 
long a dynasty,  the  establishment  of  which  had 
i uined  their  fortunes,  and  plunged  their  family  into 
grief  for  so  many  long  years.  At  about  5 o’clock 
the  dukes  ot  Orleans  and  Nemours,  with  their  ac- 
companying suites,  returned  from  Melun,  where 
they  had  met  the  princess,  and  carriages  containing 
domestics  in  the  Mecklenburgh  livery  followed"? 
Courier  after  Courier  arrived,  but  each  brought  tid- 
ings. that  the  princess  was  still  far  off,  and°  would 
probably  arrive  late. 

The  day,  which  had  been  remarkahlyJSji^ 
tne  rain  began  to  fall,  ami  the  people  began  to  mur- 
mur at  the  evil  augury  ofthe  arrival  of  the  princess 
in  the  midst  of  the  thunderstorm.  “I  would  sub- 
mit cheerfully  to  get  wet,  if  she  were  but  to  arrive 
in  bad  weather,  remarked  a legitimist  lady  near  us, 
whose  curiosity  had  overcome  her  principles  so  far 
as  10  induce  her  to  witness  the  princess’  reception, 
but  whose  zeal  was  still  strong  enough  to  sacrifice 
a bonnet  in  the  cause.  Louis  Philippe’s  star,  how- 
ever, prevailed;  and,  alter  a few  drops  of  moisture, 
which  only  served  to  alarm  the  ladies  present  and 
the  national  guards  drawn  out,  the  clouds  passed 
over,  the  sun  again  shone  out,  and  the  evil  prognos- 
tic passed  away.  It  was  near  seven  o’clock  when, 
after  several  couriers,  an  officer  advanced  up  the 
court  oi  the  chateau,  at  lull  gallop,  to  announce  the 
arrival  of  the  princess  at  the  gates  of  the  town. — 
She  was  there  received  by  the  authorities— the  pre- 
fect of  the  department,  the  sub-prefect  and  mayor, 
the  Inter  of  whom  delivered  the  customary  address 
upon  the  occasion.  The  answer  was  made  by  the 
princess  with  ease,  grace  and  self-possession;  a de- 
putation of  twenty  young  ladies  in  white  delivered 
an  address  in  verse,  and  a shower  of  bouquets,  and 
the  procession  moved  on.  The  shouts  ofthe  crowd 
announced  the  approach  of  the  bride  to  the  cha- 
teau; detachment  of  gensdarmerie  on  horseback 
preceded  and  followed  the  royal  carriages,  which 
had  been  sent  to  Melun  to  convey  the  princess  with 
the  dowager  duchess  of  Mecklenburg  to  Fontaine- 
MSfh’er  aVcftMe  step- 

ed  to  the  frontiers  of  France  to  meet  her,  and  in 
the  second  the  persons  of  (he  suite. 

As  the  carriage  entered  the  great  gate  of  the 
court,  the  terrace  at  the  head  of  the  double  stair- 
case of  the  fagade  presented  an  interesting  tableau. 
The  king,  the  queen,  all  the  royal  family,  the  royal 
household,  the  ministers  of  state,  and  great  person- 
ages invited,  were  all  assembled;  and  as  the  car- 
riage advanced,  and  the  princess  and  princesses, 
accompanied  by  the  future  household  of  the  prin- 
cess Helena,  and  their  suite,  descended  the  right 
side  of  the  horse-shoe  staircase,  arid  the  rest  of  the 
assembled  group  the  other,  the  coop-d’-mil  was  ex- 
tremely interesting.  Louis  Philippe  and  the  queen 
alone  remained  with  a few  attendants  at  the  top  of 
the  staircase.  On  descending  from  the  carriage, 
the  duke  de  Nemours  offered  his  hand  to  the  fhir 
bride,  the  duke  of  Orleans  to  the  duchess  of  Meck- 
lenberg,  and  ascended  again  the  staircase  to  present 
her  to  the  king.  On  her  arriving  at  the  top,  the 
king,  as  she  stooped  to  kiss  his  hand,  according  to 
etiquette,  opened  his  arms  in  evident  emotion,  and 
embraced  her  with  tears  in  his  eyes.  On  turning 
to  the  queen,  the  princess  again  stooped  to  kiss  her 
majesty’s  arm,  but  the  queen  stopped  her  with  the 
words,  “Not  so,  are  you  not  my  daughter?”  and 
embraced  her.  The  whole  assembled  party  then 
entered  the  grand  reception  hall,  where  the  em- 
blems of  the  ten  monarebs  who  have  most  embel- 
lished the. palace,  all  united  in  the  present  decora- 
tion of  this  splendid  apartment,  appeared  to  await 
and  salute  the  hope  of  the  present  dynasty  on  her 
arrival. 

It  was  in  this  very  hall  that  Pope  Pius  VII  first 
reposed  in  1804,  when  he  arrived  to  crown  the  new 
emperor;  and  it  was  from  this  same  hall  ten  years 
afterward,  that  very  emperor  descended  after  his 
abdication,  to  take  leave  of  (hose  who  had  estab- 
lished his  power.  “L’homme  propose,  et  Dicu  dis- 
pose," is  a truth  engraved  no  where  more  deeply 
than  in  French  history.  A policy  unusual  in  the 
history  of  royal  marriages  had  been  adopted  on  this 

occasion,  the  effect  of  which  was  remarkable. 

Royal  portraits  had  been  long  since  interchanged; 
but  still,  report  which  issued  from  the  interior  of 
the  'palace,  continued  to  say  that  the  princess  pos- 
sessed no  personal  charms;  in  fact  that  she  was  ra- 
ther plain  than  otherwise.  The  gay  and  somewhat 
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triumphant  look  of  the  young  duke,  when  he  re- 
turned, on  Sunday  evening,  from  his  private  visit 
to  Chalons — a visit  unsanctioned  by  etiquette,  but 
which  natural  impatience  on  the  occasion  rendered 
excusable — had  seemed  to  tell  a different  tale. — 
The  princess  Helena  of  Mecklenburg,  without  any 
pretensions  to  extraordinary  beauty,  is,  neverthe- 
less, a charming  looking  person  (nice-looking  she 
would  be  called  in  England),  with  a lively  and  ex- 
pressive face,  exhibiting  a mixture  of  decision  and 
German  bonhomme,  with  a fine  tall  figure,  and  a 
great  deal  of  natural  grace.  Every  body  was  struck 
with  her  appearance,  which,  if  vaunted,  would  pro- 
bably have  been  found  “wanting,”  but  which  now 
excited  admiration,  from  the  agreeable  surprise  it 
occasioned.  The  gentlemen  present,  however, 
were  in  ectacies,  while  the  ladies  agreed  that  she 
was  charmante,  in  spite,  as  the  critical  Parisians  de- 
clared, of  a hat  which  was  evidently  not  Baudry’s, 
and  a robe  which  was  of  a very  doubtful  govt. 

After  an  etfective  presentation  to  all  the  mem- 

dutchess,  who  during  the  whole  ceremony,  seemed 
to  perform  a triste  part,  such  as  a chaperon  is  gene- 
rally called  upon  to  play,  were  presented  to  the  as- 
sembled ladies  of  Louis  Philippe’s  court.  After  a 
short  interval,  during  which  the  toilettes  of  recep- 
tion were  exchanged  for  those  of  greater  ceremony, 
dinner  was  at  last  served  at  nine  o’clock,  in  the 
magnificent  Galerie  de  Diane,  for  nearly  2S0  guests. 
The  king,  with  the  princess  Helena,  to  whom  all 
the  honors  of  the  day  were  paid,  on  his  right  ap- 
peared during  the  whole  dinner  occupied  with  his 
future  daughter-in-law,  whose  liveliness  of  charac- 
ter was  in  no  way  damped  by  the  fatigues  of  her 
long  journey,  and  still  more  by  the  ennvi  of  her  tri- 
umphant entries,  receptions,  addresses,  &c.  which 
had  thronged  upon  her  during  her  whole  progress 
through  France.  After  dinner,  the  gentlemen  pre- 
sent were  presented  to  the  young  princess;  the  mi- 
nisters having  the  precedence;  and  the  whole  court 
adjourned  to  the  grand  Salle  dc  Balle,  which  has 
been  newly  decorated  in  the  richest  manner  in  the 
style  of  the  times  of  chivalry  in  which  it  was  first 
arranged  under  Henry  II. 

From  this  apartment,  ten  large  windows  of  which 
open  a part  of  the  chateau  called  the  parterre,  and 
the  more  distant  forest  the  royal  family  wrere  to 
view  the  fireworks,  which  were  fixed  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  garden  facing  the  windows.  As  the 
immense  windows  of  this  splendid  room  were 
throw'll  open  and  the  king,  with  the  young  bride, 
appeared  at  one  of  them,  tj?f,  Af 9 T6'f! 6 1 f TlKPftV frfi 6 - 
tic,  and  upon  this  occasion  amounted  to  multitudes, 
from  the  whole  country  round,  saluted  them  with 
shouts.  The  young  couple  were  afterwards,  dur- 
ing the  display  of  fireworks,  left  alone  at  the  win- 
dow of  the  sallc,  while,  by  tacit  consent,  the  as- 
sembled persons  retired  to  another  part  of  the 
apartment,  and  the  rest  of  the  royal  family  remain- 
ed grouped  at  one  window.  It  was  II  o'clock  be- 
fore the  ceremonies  of  day  w’ere  terminated. 

The  little  town  somewhat  dully  illuminated. 

Tuesday,  May  30.  The  town  is  still  crowded  to 
excess,  filled  with  bustling  multitudes,  who  enjoy 
the  fetes  provided  for  their  pleasure  gratis,  and 
throng  round  the  camp,  the  public  square  of  the 
chateau,  and  the  gardens.  A great  crowd  assem- 
bled about  the  chateau  about  noon,  as  the  royal 
family  had  intending  taking  a promenade  in  the 
most  beautiful  parts  of  the  forest.  This  arrange- 
ment was  afterward  however,  changed;  the  royal 
carriages  were  sent  back,  the  young  couple  left 
quietly  with  the  rest  of  the  family,  and  the  ladies  of 
honor,  with  the  ladies  of  the  household  of  the  prin- 
cess and  some  of  the  invited  guests,  alone  start- 
ed, followed  shortly  afterward  by  the  duke  of  Ne- 
mours and  the  prince  de  Joinville  upon  horseback. 
To-day,  the  marriage  is  to  bs  celebrated  in  the 
great  chapel  of  the  chateau,  called  the  Chapel  of 
the  Trinity,  at  9 in  the  evening.  The  civii  rite  will 
be  performed  in  the  most  private  manner  before 
dinner,  in  the  presence  of  few  btyond  the  members 
of  the  royal  family 'themselves.  "The  little  theatre 
of  the  town  was  opened  gratis  to  the  crowd  who 
are  to  dance  to-night  on  the  skirts  of  the  park  to 
orchestras  erected  for  the  purpose  in  celebration  o 
the. event. 

SPAIN. 

The  intelligence  from  Spain  is  so  chequered  and 
contradictory,  that  it  is  impossible  to  arrive  at  sa- 
tisfactory opinions.  The  Madrid  road  was  again 
open,  and  the  ministry  still  held  possession  of  their 
places.  On  the  21st  May,  the  cortes  voted  their 
sittings  permanent,  until  the  election  of  a new- 
chamber.  This  motion  w’as  agreed  to  by  92  votes 
against  9.  It  must  be  observed,  in  recording  this 
circumstance,  that  the  professed  and  sole  object  for 
which  the  present  cortes  was  assembled  was  the 
settlement  of  the  future  constitution  of  the  king- 


dom; whereas  there  is  no  subject  whatever  within 
the  province,  either  of  a legislative  or  of  a delibe- 
rative body,  which  they  have  not  exercised,  from 
votes  of  confidence  down  to  the  granting  of  uni- 
versal power  to  the  executive  government. 

The  news  from  Valencia,  of  the  18th,  represents 
the  city  to  be  in  a state  of  extreme  consternation, 
in  consequence  of  the  approach  of  the  Carlist  chief 
El  Serrador,  whose  progress  we  have  already  no- 
ticed, up  to  a later  period  than  the  Madrid  govern- 
ment possessed,  at  the  date  of  our  advices. 

The  British  legion  has  been  sadly  reduced  in 
numbers.  It  consisted  originally  of  10,000  men. — 
Reinforcements  to  the  amount  of  5,000  have  been 
sent  over  to  its  support.  Of  the  whole  number, 
three  or  four  thousand  have  returned  to  England, 
either  in  distress  or  disgust.  Its  present  etfective 
force  is  computed  at  less  than  3,000  men. 

The  queen’s  troops  under  Iribarren,  were  attack- 
ed by  Don  Sebastian  on  the  24th  of  May  near 
Huesca,  about  twelve  leagues  north  of  Saragossa, 

tv-u,  T . I 1 1 < uiv  luoo  ur  orn,  vr  UlUl  UC31  Ulll" 

cers,  general  Iriarte.  The  commander-in-chief  was 
also  disabled  by  a severe  wound. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  existence  of  the  plague  atPoros,  in  the  Gre- 
cian Archipelago,  is  confirmed  by  letters  from 
Athen  of  May  8th.  A set  of  quarantine  regulations 
was  immediately  formed  by  the  Greek  minister,  and 
ordered  to  be  enforced  on  the  diseased  island. 

A letter  from  Corfu,  of  the  5 th  of  May,  mentions 
that  the  political  refugees  from  the  papal  states, 
who  have  taken  shelter  there,  have  found  employ- 
ment in  the  service  of  the  pacha  of  Janinna,  who 
encourages  foreigners  to  visit  the  court  of  Albania, 
in  order  that  the  natives  of  that  rugged  country  may 
be  somewhat  civilized. 

MARKETS. 

Correspondence  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Liverpool , May  31. 

We  experienced  a decided  improvement  in  our 
cotton  market  last  week;  with  little  exception,  wTe 
had  a good  demand,  accompanied  by  an  improved 
feeling,  and  both  speculators  and  the  trade  purchas- 
ed as  if  they  thought  we  had  touched  the  lowest; 
and  which  view  of  our  case  we  trust  will  be  rea- 
lized. The  sales  of  the  week  are  29,930  bales,  of 
which  speculators  look  about  4,500  American,  ex- 
port buyers  about  900  do.  450  Brazil,  and  1,200 
Surat,  leaving  about  23,000  bales  for  the  trade. 

The  import  of  all  sorts  of  cotton  into  the  king- 
dom since  the  1st  of  January  amounts  1o  630,800, 

3S^0^Ff^t(^^^,?fe^,’Tecefveff'upTo'  tlrnTtime 
last  year.  The  stock  at  this  port,  as  at  present  esti- 
mated, amounts  to  about  36,000  against  161,000, 
held  this  time  in  1S36,  and  of  American  separately 
we  appear  to  have  about  214,000,  against  35,000 
bales. 

The  sales  of  cotton  the  last  three  days  are  about 

13.000  bales. 

1st  June.  The  sales  the  last  two  days  about 

3.000  hales  at  pretty  steady  prices. 

2d  June.  The  sales  of  cotton  this  week,  40,290, 
of  which  9,000  American  and  400  Surat  were  taken 
on  speculation,  and  1,800  American  and  900  East 
India  for  export.  Prices  for  the  week  a little  bet- 
ter. 


THE  SHIP  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Agreeably  to  public  notice  the  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia assembled  in  town  meeting  in  the  State 
House  yard  on  the  8th  instant,  to  express  their  sen- 
timents in  favor  of  fitting  out  the  “ship  of  tlm  line 
Pennsylvania  in  her  native  state  and  waters  and  to 
oppose  the  implied  insult,”  that  the  mechanics  of 
that  city  are  unskilful  in  naval  architecture. 

Mr.  S.  C.  Thompson  organized  the  meeting  by 
calling  on  gen.  Andrew  M.  Provost  to  preside,  as- 
sisted by  John  Thompson,  John  Naglee,  William 
Stavely  and  Joseph  Plankinglon,  as  vice  presi- 
dents; Peter  Crans,  jr.  and  S.  C.  Thompson  acting 
as  secretaries. 

The  meeting  was  then  addressed  by  colonels 
Thompson  and  Page.  The  latter,  on  concluding 
his  remarks,  presented  a preamble  and  resolutions. 
The  first  declares  that  the  Pennsylvania  as  regards 
size,  model  and  finish  of  hull  to  be  the  most  perfect 
specimen  of  naval  architecture  in  the  world — a 
credit  to  her  builders  and  the  pride  and  boast  of 
the  city  and  the  state,  and  that  it  is  dne  to  these, 
in  the  absence  of  imperative  reasons  to  the  contrary, 
that  she  should  be  fitted  out  at  the  place  where  she 
has  been  bni't,  but  as  it  is  understood  that  instruc- 
tions has  been  given  by  the  navy  commissioner  to 
launch  her  without  being  coppered — Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  ship,  if  not  coppered  be- 
fore being  launched,  will  have  to  be  sent,  at  con- 
siderable expense  and  risk,  to  Norfolk,  there  to  be 
docked,  copppred  and  fitted  out,  a measure  which 
prudence  and  economy  forbid,  and  the  reasonable 


expectation,  just  claims  and  superior  skill  of  our 
mechanics,  are  oppose'd  to,  and  render  unnecessary. 

Resolved,  That  such  an  act  will  be  a reflection 
on  the  city,  which  though  producing  mechanics 
capable  of  building  the  largest  and  finest  ships  in 
the  world,  is  by  it  made  to  appear  destitute  of  the 
skill  and  material  competent  to  equip  her  for  sea 
when  wanted. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  navy  board  is 
the  more  surprising,  because  all  the  copper  neces- 
sary for  the  ship  is  now  at  the  navy  yard,  scored 
and  punched  ready  for  use,  and  if  she  does  not  car- 
ry it  on  her  bottom,  she  must  take  it  to  sea  in  her 
hold;  and  it  is  well  known  that  the  briefest  expo- 
sure of  the  plank  of  a vessel  to  the  action  of  the 
water  of  Norfolk  is  sufficient  to  innoculate  it  with 
the  worm,  and  no  after-sheathing  will  prevent  the 
increase  of  the  insect  and  destruction  of  the  wood. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
there  appears  to  be  on  the  part  of  the  navy  board 
strong  prejudices  against  the  navy  yard  here,  (es- 
laDlisned  at  considerable  cosi  io  me  nation);  and 
claiming,  as  we  do,  at  the  hands  of  this  bureau, 
which  exists  only  with  the  consent  of  the  people, 
whose  agents  the  commissioners  are,  our  fair  pro- 
portion of  the  patronage  of  the  general  government 
at  their  disposal,  we  are  determined  not  to  submit 
to  the  partiality  which  has  been  so  long  manifested 
by  them  for  other  stations,  to  the  serious  detriment 
of  the  Philadelphia  navy  yard. 

Resolved,  That  in  sending  to  other  naval  stations 
all  Ihe  materials  for  building  ships  of  the  line  and 
frigates,  as  well  as  the  continued  indifference  and 
neglect  which  this  navy  yard  has  experienced  at 
the  hands  of  the  said  navy  board,  we  find  enough 
to  justify  us  in  inferring  a design  to  prejudice  Phi- 
ladelphia as  a building  station,  and  finally  destroy 
the  navy  yard. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  said  ship  has  been  built 
here,  and  bears  the  name  of  our  state,  she  ought 
to  be  finished  here,  instead  of  being  sent  into  exile 
for  that  purpose — an  act  calculated  to  insult  the 
feelings  of  the  mechanics  under  whose  careful  labor 
and  superior  skill  she  has  risen  from  her  keel  to 
her  deck,  to  be  the  pride  of  our  navy  and  an  honor 
to  the  union. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  five  persons,  to- 
gether with  the  officers  of  this  meeting,  he  appoint- 
ed to  address  the  president  of  the  United  States  on 
the  subject,  enclosing  a copy  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  meeting,  and  respectfully  requesting  on  his 
part  such  interference  in  the  matter  as  may  prevent 
}hn  me  naiu  navy  ooard. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  said 
committee: 

Gen.  Robert  Patterson,  col.  James  Page,  colonel 
John  Swift,  col.  John  G.  Watmough,  William  J. 
Leiper,  esq. 

Mr.  Doran  of  Philadelphia  county,  drew  up  the 
following  application  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  to  fit  out  the  ship  Pennsylvania  at  Philadel- 
phia, instead  of  her  being  sent  to  Norfolk  for  such 
purpose.  It  is  signed  by  nearly  all  the  delegates  of 
the  convention. 

To  his  excellency  Martin  Van  Bur  en,  president  of  the 
United  States  of  America-. 

The  undersigned,  delegates  to  the  convention,  to 
revise  the  constitution  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  having  understood  that  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  government,  after  the  launching  of 
the  United  States  ship  Pennsylvania,  to  send  her 
round  to  Norfolk,  Virginia,  where  she  is  to  be  cop- 
pered and  fitted  cut,  respectfully  ask  that  she  may 
be  coppered  and  fitted  out  from  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia,, in  her  native  state,  in  which  the  best  ma- 
terials and  the  bast  workmen  can  always  be  pro- 
cured at  the  ceapest  rates,  and  thereby  much  ex- 
pense saved  to  the  country. 

Harrisburg.  July  6,  1337. 

Joseph  M.  Doran,  Benjamin  Marlin,  George.  W. 
Riter,  James  Merrill,  Wm.  Gearhart,  Levi  Merkel, 
William  Brown,  William  Overfield  John  A.  Gamble, 
J.  M.  Porter,  E.  C.  Reigart,  R.  E.  Cochran,  J.  S'. 
Barclay,  W.  P.  McClay,  Pierce  Butler,  John  Cum- 
min, George  Shellito,  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  Ephraim 
Banks,  Andrew  Bedford,  William  Swelland,  R.  M. 
Crain,  William  L.  Harris,  Jacob  Dellinger,  Joseph 
Fry,  jr.  Charles  Brown,  Thomas  Taggart,  George 
Smith,  Samuel  A.  Purviance,  Ezra  S.  Hayhurst, 
William  Curll,  C.  A.  Barnitz,  William  Clark,  Tho- 
mas McCall,  Jacob  Krebs,  II.  Gold  Rogers, 
Samuel  Carey.  Phs.  Jenks,  A.  H.  Read,  Jacob 
Stickel.  John  Houpt,  John  Clark,  Daniel  Saeger, 
James  M’Sherry,  Virgil  Grennell,  R.  Aroung,  Tho- 
mas S.  Bell,  Thaddeus  Stevens,  G.  T.  McDowell, 
James  Kennedy,  Thomas  Earle,  Joshua  Dickerson,' 
Joseph  Snively,  William  Smyth,  D.  M.  Farrelly, 
Jabez  Hyde,  Thomas  C.  Biddle,  Wm.  L.  Miller, 
John  Fuller,  William  Ayres,  John  Riter,  George 
Serrill,  Thomas  Hastings,  MarkDarrah,  J.  R.  Don- 
nell, Abm.  Helffenstein,  C.  Myers,  George  M. 
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Keim,  James  Clark,  Samuel  C.  Bonham,  John  B. 
Sterigere,  William  Heister,  Thomas  H.  Sill,  Aaron 
Kerr,  John  Sergeant,  M.  Pennypacker,  William 
Darlington,  Morgan  J.  Thomas,  Daniel  Agnew, 
W.  Forward,  J.  Montgomery,  James  Pollock,  James 
Todd,  Jacob  Barndollar,  Jos.  Konigmacher,  J.  M. 
Russel,  Tobias  Sollers,  Henry  Scheetz,  Harmar 
Denny,  Robert  Fleming. 

[The  Philadelphians  may  well  be  proud  of  the 
noble  ship,  and  feel  anxious  that  she  should  be  a 
Philadelphian  throughout — but  in  indulging  this 
feeling  of  honest  pride,  we  think  they  have  estab- 
lished a-precedent  which  many  of  the  meeting  will, 
on  reflection,  have  cause  to  regret.  For  tile  reso- 
lutions not  only  directly  interfere  with  the  duties 
of  executive  officers,  but  impute  motives  to  them 
which  cannot  have  the  slightest  foundation  in  jus- 
tice, unless  they  are  entirely  unworthy  of  the  con- 
fidence of  the  nation.  But  this  is  not  all;  if  the 

popular  vnirp  is  fr,  ho  a *■  — i. ; ., 

it  ought  to  be  obeyed  in  fitting  out  a man,  and  it 
could  with  the  same  reason  say,  that  all  Philadel- 
phians enlisted  in  that  city  should  carry  Philadel- 
phia muskets  or  wear  Philadelphia  hats.  ’Tis  all 
wrong  in  principle,  however  creditable  to  feeling, 
and  if  carried  out,  the  officers  of  the  government, 
instead  of  obeying  the  obligations  of  law  and  the 
convictions  of  duty,  must  await  the  promptings  of 
the  public. 

The  Pennsylvania  is,  perhaps,  the  best  built  ship 
in  the  world;  and  the  vastness  of  her  proportions, 
with  the  beauty  and  symmetry  which  reign  through- 
out, create  the  most  agreeable  sensations  of  true 
grandeur  that  earthly  objects  can  create  in  the  hu- 
man mind.  We  have  often  trod  her  decks,  and 
always  with  a buoyant  and  proud  spirit — not  because 
she  bears  the  name  of  that  state  on  whose  shores 
our  forefathers,  the  friends  and  companions  of  Penn, 
sought  an  asylum  from  oppression — but  because 
she  is  an  American  ship  and  ours  the  birthright 
of  an  American  citizen.  Ed.  Reg.] 


MEXICO. 

The  following  decree  has  been  issued  by  the  go- 
vernment. 

Tampico,  21  st  June,  1837. 

“Colonel  Louis  Gonzaga  Vieyra,  governor  of  the 
department  of  Mexico.  From  the  department  of 
state  for  exterior  relations,  the  following  decree  has 
been  communicated  to  me. 

The  president  of  the  Mexican  republic  to  its  in- 
habitants. Know  ye  that  tfie  general  congress  lias 
decreed  as  follows: 

Art.  1st.  The  government  is  hereby  authorised 
to  compromise  the  claim  which  the  government  of 
tiie  United  States  has  instituted,  or  may  hereafter 
institute,  and  those  in  which  they  cannot  agree  may 
be  submitted  to  the  decision  of  a friendly  power, 
the  United  States  of  America  agreeing  thereto. 

Art.  2d.  The  government  is  further  hereby  au- 
thorised, that  in  case  the  United  States  of  America, 
should  refuse,  or  not  give  in  a stated  time,  satisfac- 
tion which  on  our  part  we  have  a right  to  demand 
according  to  the  treaty,  or  in  case  the  open  aggres- 
sions should  continue,  which  have  been  commenced, 
to  close  our  ports  to  the  commerce  of  said  nation,  to 
prohibit  the  introduction  and  the  use  of  its  manu- 
factures, to  point  out  a period  to  consume  or  export 
those  already  in  the  country,  and  to  adopt  all  the 
necessary  means  to  effect  said  measures  and  the 
safety  of  the  republic. 

MICHAEL  VALENTINE,  president. 
TIRSO  VICJO,  representative  and.  sec’ry. 
RAFAEL  MONTALVO,  rep.  and  sec’ry. 

Therefore,  I command  the  same  to  be  printed, 
published,  promulgated  and  duly  complied  with. 

Government  palace  at  Mexico,  20th  May,  1837. 

ANASTASIO  BUSTAMENTE. 
To  Don  Louis  Ganzaga,  Cuevas. 

Which  I communicate  to  your  excellency  for  your 
information  and  guidance. 

God  and  liberty,  Mexico,  20th  May,  1837. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  department 
of  Mexico. 

And  for  the  information  of  all,  T command  the 
same  to  be  published  as  a law  in  this  metropolis, 
and  in  all  the  cities,  towns  and  villages  of  this  de- 
partment, and  to  be  circulated  to  all  whom  it  may 
concern.  LOUTS  GONZAGA  VIEYRA. 

Sict:  GABRIEL  SAG  ASET  A,  secretary. 

Notwithanding  the  above  decree  issued  by  the 
government,  it  is  my  opinion  that  all  the  difficulties 
existing  between  the  two  nations  will  be  amicably 
adjusted  by  negotiations. 

To  Mr.  Kidd,  Merchants  Exchange,  New  Or- 
leans. 

P.  S.  The  Conducta  with  specie  has  not  arrived 
from  the  interior  but  is  expected  soon.  I believe  all 
s tranquil  throughout  the  republic.  It  is  believed 
ere  that  commodore  Dallas  has  passed  this  place 
li  his  way  to  Vera  Cruz. 


| DEMOCRATIC  CELEBRATION. 

The  democrats  of  the  1st  and  2d  congressional 
districts  of  Pennsylvania,  celebrated  the  4th  of  July 
by  a public  dinner  at  the  Military  Hall  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia.  After  the  regular  toasts,  the  fol- 
lowing letters  were  read  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and 
the  postmaster  general: 

Washington,  June  29,  1337. 

Gentlemen:  I regret  exceedingly,  that  my  pub- 
lic duties  prevent  me  from  accepting  your  polite 
invitation  to  unite  with  the  democratic  citizens  of 
the  first  and  second  congressional  districts  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  celebrating  the  approaching  anniversa- 
ry of  our  national  independence.  It  would,  under 
different  circumstances,  have  given  me  the  greatest 
pleasure  to  comply  with  the  request  of  a portion  of 
my  fellow  citizens  so  eminently  entitled  to  my  re- 
spect and  gratitude. 

been  pleased  to  communicate  their  wish  es7  and  Tor 
your  affectionate  assurances  of  the  cordial  wel- 
come with  which  I would  be  received  by  them,  ac- 
cept my  warmest  acknowledgments,  and  believe 
me  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  friend  and  ob’t 
serv’t,  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

To  John  Thompson,  esq.  and  others,  committee. 

Washington,  29th  June,  1837. 

Gentlemen:  I had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
letter  of  the  27th  inst.  containing  an  invitation,  in 
behalf  of  the  democracy  of  the  first  and  second 
congressional  districts  of  Pennsylvania,  to  join  their 
celebration  of  the  approaching  anniversary  of  our 
national  independence.  It  would  afford  me  great 
pleasure  to  attend  upon  so  gratifying  an  invitation, 
but  my  engagements  at  this  place  forbid  the  indul- 
gence. May  I ask  the  favor  of  you  to  propose  in 
my  behalf  the  subjoined  sentiment?  I am,  gentle- 
men, very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 

To  John  Thompson,  esq.  and  others,  committee,  fyc. 

The  people  and  their  true  interests — -The  exer- 
tions of  the  enemies  of  equal  rights  may  depress 
them  for  a season,  but  they  must  eventually  tri- 
umph. 

By  the  committee — The  hon.  Levi  Woodbury: 
The  efficient  head  of  the  treasury. 

Washington  July  1st,  1837. 

1 W . I Have  icvvU.-A  J a-ii. — •— err^ 

vitation  to  dinner  on  the  4th  inst.  with  the  demo- 
cracy of  the  first  and  second  congressional  districts 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Public  and  private  duties  unite  in  forbidding  an 
acceptance  of  your  invitation. 

It  is  a glorious  day,  but  the  joys  of  its  advent  are 
dashed  a little  by  the  relation  in  which  we  are  now 
placed  by  the  acts  of  our  own  citizens,  to  the 
kingdom  from  which  we  were  then  severed.  A 
paltry  tax  on  tea  broke  the  political  bond;  but  now, 
every  man,  woman  and  child  in  this  vast  republic, 
is  taxed  in  his  lands,  his  bread  and  his  labor,  to 
pay  olf  the  debts  of  banks,  brokers  and  merchants 
to  that  proud  isle.  Our  money  is  reduced  to  rags, 
every  day  becoming  more  worthless,  that  a few 
may  maintain  their  credit  abroad  by  shipping  our 
silver  and  gold,  having  forced  it  out  of  its  legiti- 
mate use  as  a currency,  by  depreciating  its  paper 
associate  from  10  to  40  per  cent,  almost  at  a blow. 
Who  shall  calculate  the  vast  tax  thus  exacted  from 
our  own  people,  and  where  shall  they  look  for  de- 
liverance from  this  degrading  thraldom?  If  free- 
men do  not  think  of  a remedy  on  the  4th  of  July, 
it  will  never  be  devised.  I shall  look  with  intense 
interest  at  the  proceedings  on  that  day  in  Phila- 
delphia and  elsewhere,  for  those  bursts  of  patriot- 
ism, those  suggestions  of  wisdom,  and  those  evi- 
dences of  firm  resolve,  which  will  conduct  us  to 
another  era  of  independence,  not  of  a foreign  king- 
dom only,  but  of  those  principalities  and  powers  at 
home,  which,  looking  with  contempt  upon  the  mass 
of  the  people,  are  ever  ready  to  degrade  and  oppress 
their  own  country,  to  preserve  their  faith  in  foreign 
alliances  with  similar  powers.  In  haste,  your  friend 
and  fellow  citizen,  AMOS  KENDALL 

To  John  Thompson,  esq.  and  others,  committee. 

By  the  committee — The  hon.  Amos  Kendall — 
The  efficient  and  patriotic  public  officer — above  the 
calumnies  of  a corrupt  press — not  to  be  intimidated 
by  the  rag  nobility. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  VISITERS  TO 
THE  MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

From  the  dr  my  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

To  the  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  The  board  of  visiters,  who,  in  compliance 
with  your  request,  have  attended  the  examination 
of  the  United  States  Military  Academy,  discover- 
ed, in  entering  on  the  duties  assigned  them,  that  an 


extensive  field  of  inquiry  and  observation  was  pre- 
sented, deeply  important,  from  the  interesting  re- 
sults immediately  involved,  and  the  incidental  re- 
sponsibilities attaching  to  their  commission,  were 
induced,  as  a preliminary  step,  to  ascertain  in  the 
sources  from  which  their  ultimate  decisions  should 
he  drawn;  this  was  effected  with  great  facility,  and 
they  feel  a high  gratification  in  acknowledging  that 
every  department  of  the  institution  was  made  tri- 
butary to  the  object — every  means  called  for  being 
furnished  by  the  superintendent,  and  the  very  able 
and  intelligent  gentlemen  who  are  at  the  head  of 
the  several  departments. 

As  none  of  the  members  of  the  board  had  ever 
been  present  at  the  previous  examination,  it  is  not 
in  their  power  to  state  the  progress  which  may  have 
been  made  in  the  improvement  of  the  discipline,  or 
the  course  of  studies,  of  the  cadets;  nor  to  present 
a comparison  between  the  actual,  and  any  preceding 
&Ui8ietfiot|jfia^* 1jte,fh1'wifeifp8sseti' uricfer'tiYeif’no- 
tice,  they  are  gratified  in  being  able  to  state,  that 
the  examination  of  the  classes,  generally  in  their 
respective  branches  of  study,  were  highly  credita- 
ble, both  to  the  institution  and  the  pupils. 

The  first,  or  graduating  class  was  examined  on 
the  subjects  of  civil  and  military  engineering, 
ethics,  rhetoric,  constitutional  law,  and  artillery  and 
infantry  tactics,  on  each  of  which  subject  the 
young  gentlemen  exhibited  a proficiency  highly 
honorable  to  the  class  in  general,  and  gratifying  to 
the  board.  The  impression  left  by  thi3  examina- 
tion on  the  minds  of  the  board  was,  that  these  gra- 
duates would  pass  from  the  institution  ably  fitted  to 
the  discharge  of  the  important  duties  of  the  various 
stations  they  may  be  called  to  occupy,  whether  in 
the  public  service  of  their  country,  or  in  those  posi- 
tions in  civil  life  for  which  the  education  received 
at  this  institution  more  particularly  qualifies  them. 
And  the  board  would  further  express  a confident 
belief,  that  the  results  growing  out  of  this  education 
will  most  fully  reflect  back  on  the  countiy  the  en- 
larged benefits  which  are  conferred  on  the  pupils  of 
this  school. 

■ The  second  class  was  examined  in  natural  and 
experimental  philosophy,  chemistry,  and  landscape 
and  Topographical  drawing.  The  board  would,  in 
an  especial  manner,  notice  the  highly  creditable 
performances  of  this  class,  on  each  ofthese  branches, 
as  alike  honorable  to  the  attention  and  zeal  of  the 
instructors,  and  to  the  application  of  the  pupils, 
mathematics  and  Frencfi.'°°The<  proifcYffll?jilf,dAi9A 
bited  by  the  members  of  those  classes  was  such  as 
to  give  the  most  entire  satisfaction  to  this  board, 
who  cannot  close  this  very  brief  expression  of  their 
praise,  without  congratulating  the  institution  that 
the  plan  of  the  highly  accomplished  professors,  who 
but  lately  occupied  the  chair  of  mathematics,  should 
have  been  so  ably  filled,  as  the  results  of  this  ex- 
amination fully  prove  that  it  is,  by  the  talented 
young  officer  who  now  so  advantageously  presides 
in  it. 

In  closing  this  very  brief  and  general  expression 
of  the  impressions  left  upon  them  by  this  review  of 
the  entire  course  of  studies  pursued  at  the  institu- 
tion, this  board  must  permit  themselves  to  offer  a 
few  observations.  They  regard  this  examination 
as  a fair  and  unexceptionable  test  of  the  actual. ac- 
quirements made  by  the  cadets,  so  far  as  a public 
and  limited  examination  on  some  of  the  branches 
of  each  course  of  study  can  be  taken  as  a criterion 
of  the  proficiency  of  the  pupil  on  the  whole.  The 
text  books  used  by  each  class  were  placed  before 
this  board,  and  they  were  invited  to  select  the  sub- 
ject for  examination  for  each  cadet,  and  to  put  such 
questions  during  the  examination  as  they  might 
deem  fit.  This  duty  the  board  performed,  and  it  is 
upon  an  examination  conducted  in  chief  by  gentle- 
men,* who,  from  their  official  callings,  habits  and 
pursuits,  were  especially  qualified  for  such  investi- 
gation, that  the  deliberate  opinion  here  expressed 
is  founded. 

That  all  the  members  of  each  class  should  not 
have  appeared  with  equal  advantage  when  put  to 
so  fair  a trial,  is  not  ascribable  to  any  cause  known 
to  the  board,  except  to  that  diversity  of  physical 
capacity  and  talent  which  no  education  can  soon 
cause  to  disappear.  The  professors  are  generally 
the  same  who  conducted  the  studies  of  preceding 
classes — gentlemen  entirely  devoted  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  institution,  and  peculiarly  fitted  for 
the  important  duties  they  discharge.  It  is  not  the 
province  of  this  board  to  eulogize  the  services  and 
worth  of  public  servants;  but  when  to  talents,  rare- 
ly the  gift  to  individuals,  is  combined  an  active 
zeal  in  the  performance  of  laborious  duties,  involv- 
ing the  highest  trusts,  the  board  will  not  repress  an 

* President  Adams  and  Wayland,  with  professor 

I Dod,  were  members  of  the  board. 
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expression  of  the  deep  sense  they  entertain  of  their 
merits,  nor  hesitate  to  urge,  with  due  respect,  their 
claims  upon  your  kind  attention,  so  far  as  they  can 
be  made  available  in  rendering  their  positions 
agreeable  and  pleasant  to  them. 

The  attention  of  the  board  was  particularly  di- 
rected to  every  point  by  which  the  physical  com- 
forts of  the  cadets  were  in  any  way  affected. — 
They  accordingly  made  a thorough  inspection  of 
the  barracks,  hospital,  commons,  &e.  &c.  and  found 
that  every  thing  had  been,  and  was,  done  by  the  of- 
ficers presiding  over  their  respective  departments, 
which  could,  in  any  way,  contribute  to  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  those  under  their  care.  Good 
order  and  neatness  were  observable  throughout  all 
these  arrangements,  with  such  checks  instituted 
into  the  expenditure  of  the  cadets  as  must  com- 
pletely secure  them  from  any  imposition  should  any 
attempt  of  that  character  be  ever  made, 
inl'b  wants  _ of  Jhp  Jnsji  tu  tion, 

in  the  different  branches  of  the  institution,  the  dis- 
cipline, the  moral  training,  and  the  comforts  of  the 
cadets. 

In  the  first  of  these,  the  board  would  respectfully 
call  your  attention  to  the  inadequate  number  of  of- 
ficers allowed  from  the  army  to  the  institution,  to 
perform  the  duties  of  assistant  professors.  This 
subject  was  most  pertinently  and  strongly  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  secretary  of  war,  in  the 
able  report  made  by  the  board  of  visiters  of  1833. 
No  amelioration,  so  far  as  this  hoard  can  learn, 
grew  out  of  that  recommendation;  nor  have  the  va- 
rious representations  which,  they  understand,  have 
been  subsequently  made  by  the  academic  staff,  on 
the  same  point,  met  with  more  success.  Most  of 
the  departments  of  the  institution  are  at  this  mo- 
ment laboring  under  the  obstacles  thus  thrown  in 
their  way;  and  nothing  but  the  most  incessant  and 
arduous  labor,  abridging  accorded  indulgences,  and 
trenching  on  the  means  of  health,  has  enabled  se- 
veral of  the  prolessors  to  carry  forward  their  pupils 
under  this  state  of  things. 

The  board  would  not  give  a positive  opinion  on 
the  claims  of  the  institution  upon  the  services  of 
officers  of  the  army  who  have  been  graduated 
from  it;  but  it  does  strike  them  that  there  is  some 
claim,  perhaps  a strong  one,  arising  simply  out  of 
the  relation  of  the  graduate  and  his  alma  mater — 
and  it  does  further  appear  that  the  young  officer 
cannot  be  placed  in  a position  more  favorable  to  the 
advancement  of  Jy|12iyPIig]!^fT^?fingTo“o’{Fere 
the  acquirements  he  has  made  at  this  institution. 

The  board,  in  connexion  with  this  subject,  would 
bring  under  your  notice  the  present  position  of  the 
acting  professor  of  chemistry.  This  able  officer, 
with  responsibilities  and  duties  in  no  wise  inferior 
to  those  of  any  of  his  colleagues,  has  neither  the 
advantages  presented  by  the  permanent  character, 
nor  by  the  allowances  made  them  under  their  com- 
missions. The  board,  therefore,  suggest,  that  it 
would  be  not  only  an  act  of  strict  justice  to  have 
his  chair  placed  on  the  same  level  with  those  of  his 
colleagues,  but  that  it  would  advance  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  academy  to  give  him  a stake  in  its 
concerns,  which,  though  he  now  acts  under  its  in- 
fluence, certainly  can'  arise  out  of  nothing  but  a 
pure  and  highly  commendable  zeal  for  its  cause. 

The  departments  of  engineering,  natural  philoso- 
phy, chemistry,  drawing"  and  the  library,  are  still 
in  a very  incomplete  condition,  owing  to  the  want 
of  sufficient  models  and  books  appertaining  to 
these  different  branches,  and  to  suitable  accommo- 
dations and  conveniences  in  the  buildings  of  the  in- 
stitution, for  the  purposes  of  the  classes  taught. — 
The  board,  therefore,  would,  in  an  especial  manner, 
recommend  this  subject  also  to  your  consideration, 
for  they  are  fully  satisfied  that  results  can  only  be 
proportioned  to  the  means  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  officer.  If  the  latter  are  insufficient,  it  is  ex- 
acting too  much  to  expect  that  the  former  shall  be 
ot  a favorable  character.  If  much  has  been  done 
without  adequate  means,  it  but  seems  more  forcibly 
to  illustrate  the  claims  of  the  professor  upon  the 
attention  of  the  government,  and  is  a virtual  pledge 
ot  better  future  performance  with  increased  means. 
From  what  the  board  have  been  able  to  learn,  as 
set  forth  in  the  reports  of  their  committees,  but 
small  yearly  appropriations  will  be  required  to  ena- 
ble these  departments  to  keep  pace  with  the  rest  of 
the  scientific  world;  and  these,  they  feel  a confi- 
dent hope,  will  be  granted  by  the  country,  when 
their  obvious  utility,  indeed  their  indispensable  ne- 
cessity, are  so  fully  shown. 

With  regard  to  the  actual  discipline  of  the  school, 
and  the  moral  training  of  the  cadets,  as  compared 
with  any  preceding  period,  this  board  can  give  no 
information  whicli  you  do  not  already  possess,  for  the 
reasons  assigned  in  the  first  part'  of  this  report. 
The  effects  of  discipline  are  rather  felt  than  seen. 


and  it  requires  a longer  habitual  intercourse  with 
the  voung  gentlemen  of  this  corps  than  the  board 
have  enjoyed,  to  enable  them  to  speak  advisedly  or 
understanding^  on  this  point.  There  are,  however, 
some  suggestions  (even  under  the  acknowledged 
incompetency)  which  the  board  would  throw  out  at 
hazard. 

They  have  great  faith  in  the  mode  of  government 
for  military  men,  or  those  training  to  the  profession 
of  arms,  which  has  resulted  from  the  long  expe- 
rience of  so  many  nations,  and  they,  therefore, 
would  with  great  hesitation  advise  any  change  which 
would  riot  present  almost  a moral  certainty  of  ame- 
liorating, and  not  conflict  with  the  sterner  obli- 
gations to  duty.  But  as  parents,  as  members  of 
the  great  Christian  family,  they  would  ask,  whether 
more  security  might  not  arise  from  the  moral  in- 
fluence of  a zealous,  conscientious  chaplain  on  these 
youths,  than  by  any  other  known  means.  Ap- 
proving: of  the  system  of  trial  by  court  martial  in  an 
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present  practice,  which  obtains  in  these  trials,  is 
the  best  that  could  be  devised,  for  convicting  and 
punishing  the  offender  against  good  morals  or  disci- 
pline. They  would  ask,  whether  it  is  not  exposing 
an  ingenuous  youth  to  a fearful  moral  trial,  to  co- 
erce his  presence,  and  exact  from  him,  under  oath, 
testimony  which  must  go  to  the  conviction  of  a fel- 
low comrade;  (perhaps  no  more  culpable  than  him- 
self) and  results  in  his  own  dismission  from  the 
academy  with  disgrace.  It  is  enough  to  touch, 
thus  lightly,  on  the'subject;  the  board  do  not  intend 
more  in  this  place  than  to  throw  out  some  general 
remarks;  more  would,  indeed,  be  unnecessary:  for 
the  subject  you  will  find  discussed  in  detail  in  the 
very  able  report  of  one  of  the  committees.  Their 
object  here  is  only  to  invite  your  attention  to  what 
struck  them  as  a most  momentous  concern  to  the 
highly  intelligent  youths  with  whom  they  have  been 
brought  into  contact.  If  they  are  all  the  hoard  could 
wish  them,  and  they  sincerely  believe  they  ap- 
proach near  to  that  condition,  still  they  would 
guard  them  from  evil  by  the  most  effectual  of  trials, 
self-airaignment  before  the  triburfal  of  conscience. 
The  board  do  not,  sir,  offer  you  a remedy,  if  one  be 
necessary — they  only  commit  the  subject  to  your 
care,  feeling  assured  that  the  parental  interest  you 
must  take  in  the  institution  will  lead  you  to  apply 
the  proper  correction/ 

With  regard  to  the  improvements  called  for  in  the 
physical  comforts  of  the  cadets,  the  board  would  ob- 
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ill  arranged  and  inconvenient  structures  for  the 
purpose  to  which  they  are  applied.  Three  or  four 
cadets  are  huddled  together  in  rooms,  some  of  which 
are  barely  sufficient  for  the  comfortable  accommo- 
dation of  two  persons,  and  some  not  large  enough 
for  the  comfortable  accommodation  of  one  alone. 
The  board  would,  therefore,  recommend  a thorough 
examination,  by  a competent  board  of  engineer 
officers,  info  the  present  state  of  the  buildings,  to  the 
end  that,  it  they  admit  of  alteration,  by  which  com- 
fort and  salubrity  can  be.  obtained,  it  he  made  as 
speedily  as  it  can  be  done. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  the  board  would 
offer  some  further  suggestions,  which  have  grown 
out  of  their  examination  into  the  fiscal  concerns  of 
the  institution.  With  every  confidence  in  the  offi- 
cer selected  by  the  secretary  of  war  to  preside  over 
this  institution,  they  would  still  inquire,  whether 
the  large  improvements,  in  (he  way  of  the  erection 
ol  new  buildings,  demolishing  or  removing  old  ones, 
changing  the  physical  aspect  of  the  point,  by  open- 
ing new  avenues  and  clearing  away  its  timber, 
should  not  undergo  the  revision  of  a board  of  com- 
petent engineer  officers  before  the  plans  are  submit- 
ted to  the  secretary  of  war  for  his  approval.  This 
method,  the  board  believe,  is  pursued  in  the  engi- 
neer and  ordnance  corps,  and  in  other  branches  of 
service,  where  large  disbursements  are  made;  and  it 
is  one,  which  further  strikes  this  hoard,  a proper  re- 
gard for  the  strict  application  of  the  public' funds 
calls  for  in  all  cases,  not  only  to  secure  the  public 
against  damage,  but  to  relieve  the  officer  himself 
from  a heavy  responsibility,  which  he  ought  not  un- 
necessarily be  made  to  bear. 

The  board  would  further  recommend,  that  all 
further  disbursements  for  the  library  be  placed  un- 
der the  care  of  a committee  of  the  academic  staff,  to 
be  elected  annually  from  and  by  their  own  body, 
and  that  it  be  made  their  duty  to  see  that  this  most 
important  auxiliary  to  the  well  being  of  the  school  be 
supplied  with  the  most  useful  and  necessary  works; 
and  that  they  be  kept  in  as  good  a state  as  the  funds 
yearly  granted  by  congress  for  it,  when  most  judi- 
ciously applied,  will  admit  of. 

They  would  also  advise  that  no  future  appropria- 
tions be  asked  for  by  any  department  of  the  institu- 
tion, except  for  specific  objects,  the  cost  of  which 
shall  be  previously  ascertained  as  far  as  practicable. 
And  that  it  be  made  obligatory  upon  the  heads  of 


each  department  to  see  that  the  appropriation,  when 
granted,  be  applied  promptly  and  specifically  to  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  asked;  and  that,  in  future, 
no  sum  be  allowed  to  lie  over,  from  year  to  year,  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  institution.  They  would,  final- 
ly, suggest  and  recommend,  that  these  provisions 
for  future  disbursement  be  made  immediately  to  ap- 
ply to  all  unexpended  balances  now  on  hand. 

The  board  observed  with  regret  that  the  subjects 
of  mineralogy  and  geology,  although  constituting  a 
part  of  themegular  course  of  studies  prescribed  for 
the  cadets,  had,  for  some  time  back,  been  omitted, 
owing  to  a want  of  sufficient  instructors  in  the 
chemical  department.  This  omission,  which  the 
board  regarded  as  a serious  detect  in  the  general 
course  of  instruction,  they  understand  might  be  re- 
medied, by  having  another  assistant  professor  de- 
tailed from  the  line  of  the  army  to  attend  to  this 
branch.  The  importance  of  this  study  to  those  en- 
g-aced  in  civil  encineerine.  or  in  the  survey  ol  the 
Cufrmry,  is  too  obvious  to  can  lor  any  [Kinicular  re- 
marks  from  the  board;  they  would,  therefore,  sim- 
ply confine  themselves  to  urging  on  your  considera- 
tion the  propriety  of  making  such  immediate  pro- 
vision for  its 'future  prosecution  at  the  military  aca- 
demy, as  your  office  may  place  at  your  disposal; 
and  that,  at  some  opportune  moment,  the  subject 
be  brought  before  congress,  in  order  that  a more 
permanent  provision  be  made  to  carry  out  those  of 
a temporary  character,  which  you  may  have  been 
pleased  to  introduce. 

The  late  addition  to  our  military  establishment  of 
two  regiments  of  light  dragoons,  as  well  as  the  re- 
peated recommendations  of  previous  boatds  of  visi- 
ters, have  suggested  to  this  board,  whether  some 
provision  should  not  be  made  to  have  a school  of 
cavalry  tactics  attached  to  this  academy.  The  im- 
portance of  early  training  to  those  who  are  to  con- 
stitute a permanent  part  of  this  force,  the  board 
deems  of  sufficient  weight  to  fix  your  attention 
upon  the  best  means  of  accomplishing  it.  They 
have  not,  however,  sufficient  data  to  enable  them  to 
point  out  the  manner  in  which  the  object  to  be  at- 
tained might  be  best  arrived  at,  and  would,  there- 
fore, leave  its  details  entirely  in  your  hands,  as  one 
who  is  more  conversant  with  the  facilities  which 
the  service  itself  offers  for  giving  effect  to  their  re- 
commendations. They,  therefore,  only  reiterate 
their  convictions  of  the  necessity  of  some  prepara- 
tory school  for  cavalry  officers,  which,  it  strikes 
them,  is,  scarce!)'  less  important  than  the  schools  of 
,^*;ii„_,.  ihruugli  wtilcn  the  of- 

ficers of  these  arms  of  the  service  are  now  obliged  to 
pass. 

In  closing  their  general  report,  the  board  would 
refer  you  to  the  separate  reports  of  their  several 
committees,  as  containing  the  most  elaborate  and 
ample  details  on  the  different  subjects  confided  to 
their  investigation;  and  which,  in  this  place,  they 
have  been  able  only  to  present  you  with  such  a 
very  cursory  glance.  Could  the  board  permit  them- 
selves to  indulge  in  all  the  reflections  that  have 
been  called  forth  by  the  very  interesting  and  highly 
important  duties  in  which  they  have  been  engaged, 
they  are  fearful  that,  however  pleasing  the  theme 
to  themselves  and  instructive  to  the  public,  the  re- 
port might  deter  many  from  its  perusal  by  its  length. 
They  will,  therefore,  terminate  it  by  asking  any 
candid  inquirer  after  truth,  any  citizen  solicitous 
for  his  country’s  good  alone,  any  patriot  proud  of 
the  elevated  rank  she  is  destined  to  take  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  whether  this  institution  is  not 
fulfilling  the  great  ends  of  its  original  founders,  and 
the  best  wishes  of  its  present  friends,  in  the  aid 
which  the  country  at  large  is  deriving  from  the 
number  of  well-trained  youths  in  the  military  pro- 
fession which  it  yearly  sends  forth,  not  only  into 
the  regular  service  of  the  nation,  but  into  the  rank* 
of  the  militia,  scarcely  less  the  immediate  object  of 
public  care.  Whether  the  bond  of  union,  between 
these  two  branches  of  our  military  force,  is  not  dai- 
ly deriving  more  strength  from  the  concert  of  action 
which  necessarily  arises  from  a common  source  of 
instruction,  at  which  both  are  now  being  supplied. 
Whether  the  obstacles  to  a perpetual  union,  arising 
from  the  great  geographical  divisions  of  our  coun- 
try, and  to  which  the  monitory  voice  of  the  illus- 
trious Washington  referred,  and  so  anxiously  sought 
to  guard  it,  can  be  overcome  by  any  more  effective 
means,  than  in  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  from  a 
single  source,  arid  teaching  her  sons,  when  men  can 
alone  be  taught  with  the  certainly  of  success,  that 
lesson  of  divine  wisdom:  love  one  another.  Whether 
the  country  has  not  reaped,  and  is  not  now  daily  . 
reaping  from  building  up  and  sustaining  this  insti- 
tution, benefits  immeasurably  greater  than  she  has 
conferred  in  a pecuniary  point  of  view.  And 
whether,  finally,  a cheaper  plan,  equally  effective, 
can  be  devised  by  human  wisdom  for  attaining  the 
objects,  which  it  was  intended  to  accomplish,  of 
supplying  the  army  and  militia  with  able,  intelli- 
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gent  officers,  and  in  the  diffusion  of  sound  military 
instruction  throughout  the  country. 

The  opinion  maturely  arrived  at  by  this  board, 
upon  a close  and  laborious  investigation  into  the 
concerns  of  the  academy,  is,  that  it  is  altogether 
worthy  of  the  future  patronage  of  the  people. — 
Worthy,  as  a proud  memorial  of  that  exalted  beni- 
ficence  which,  with  equal  hand,  extends  its  bless- 
ings to  the  rich  and  poor.  It  will  be  a happy 
recollection,  sir,  for  them  to  call  up  at  some  future 
day,  that  the  soundness  of  this  opinion  had  been 
sustained  by  the  concurring  voices  of  their  fellow 
citizens,  to  whom  they  submit  it,  with  an  earnest 
recommendation  that  the  academy  be  amply  foster- 
ed and  jealously  entrusted  only  to  those  who  shall 
show  themselves  worthy  of  appreciating  and  carry- 
ing out  its  great  purposes. 

THOS.  BENNETT,  president,  of  S.  C. 

JOSEPH  ADAMS,  Massachusetts. 

FRANCIS  WAYLAND,  Rhode  Island. 

JAMES  McKOWN,  New  York. 

RUTGER  B.  MILLER,  do. 

ALBERT  B.  DOD,  New  Jersey. 

JOHN  MILES,  secretary,  Pennsylvania. 

ELLIS  LEWIS,  do. 

HENRY  ROGERS,  do. 

JACOB  WAGENER,  do. 

HENRY  HUNTT,  District  Columbia. 

JAMES  ROGERS,  S.  Carolina. 

JAMES  S.  BULLOCK,  Georgia. 

JOHN  C.  MULLAY,  Tennessee. 

WM.  M.  DUNN,  Indiana. 

M.  ARBUCKLE  brig.  gen.  U.  S.  A. 

U.  S.  military  academy,  I Vest  Point,  June  17,  1837. 


LETTER  FROM  HENRY  A.  WISE. 

From  the  Maryland  Temperance  Herald. 

Letter  from  hon.  Henry  Jl.  Wise,  to  judge  B.  Hopper. 

Acomack  county,  E.  S.  Va.  May  lid,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  I received  your  very  gratifying  letter 
by  the  mail  before  the  last,  and  have  to  return  you 
my  most  sincere  acknowledgments  for  the  honor  of 
your  invitation,  to  attend  the  convention  of  the 
Maryland  State  Temperance  society,  to  be  held  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore  on  the  last  Wednesday  of 
this  month,  and  for  the  flattering  terms  in  which 
you  were  pleased  to  couch  your  request  for  me  to 
attend  its  sitting. 

You  were  correctly  informed,  sir,  when  told  that 
I am  an  advocate  of  the  temperance  cause,  and  T 
consider  it  one  of  the  highest  compliments  you  could 
have  paid  me  to  creditdhe  report.  To  be  a mem- 
ber of  a temperance  society  is  to  the  stranger,  with 
me,  one  of  the  highest  recommendations  of  charac- 
ter, not  only  for  sobriety,  but  for  most  of  the  vir- 
tues which  constitute  a good  man  and  good  citizen. 

It  would  give  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  attend 
the  convention,  but  very  recent  domestic  afflictions, 
of  the  severest  kind,  compels  me  to  forego  that  plea- 
sure, and  to  decline  your  invitation.  I may,  how- 
ever, avail  myself,  very  properly  I hope  of  this  op- 
portunity of  bearing  my  testimony  to  the  effects  of 
temperance,  by  vindicating  my  moral  character 
from  the  aspersions  and  calumnies  which  have  been 
cast  upon  it  by  the  insinuations  of  profligate  parti- 
san presses — that  in  my  humble  efforts  in  congress 
to  restore  a pure  and  a free  administration  of  the 
government,  I have  been  habitually,  or  at  times, 
more  stimulated  by  alcohol  than  by  a love  of  coun- 
try. Now,  sir,  I am  but  thirty  years  old,  and  for 
the  last  8 years  and  some  months  of  my  life,  I have 
not  tasted  a table  spoonful  of  ardent  spirits,  or  drank 
one  half  of  a gallon  of  wine.  In  1S29,  whilst  resid- 
ing at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  I became  a member  of 
a society  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirits, 
and  was  appointed  the  corresponding  secretary  of 
the  State  Temperance  society,  of  which  Philip 
Lindsley,  D.  D.  president  of  the  university  of  Nash- 
ville, was  president.  Since  my  return  to  the  East- 
ern Shore  of  Virginia,  I have  been  active  in  form- 
ingsocieties  in  the  two  counties  of  Accomack  and 
Northampton,  and  with  others  have  succeeded  in 
organizing  the  number  of  some  five  or  six,  embrac- 
ing in  all  between  two  and  three  hundred  mem- 
bers. Since  a member  of  congress,  I defy  all  the 
malignity  of  the  bitterest  and  most  false  political  or 
personal  enemy  to  assert  that  I have  ever,  in  the 
least,  departed  from  the  strictest  pledge  ofa  temper- 
ance society,  which  permits  wine  to  be  tasted  at  all. 

I have  paid  in  part  the  expenses  of  messes  of  gen- 
tlemen, who  at  the  boarding  houses,  provide  them- 
selves with  wine  for  the  table  and  for  the  customs  of 
hospitality  to  visiters;  I have  never  bought  or  used 
ardent  spirits  at  all,  and  but  touched  wine  at  times 
in  observance  merely  of  the  forms  of  society  at  the 
metropolis.  I am  thus  particular  in  regard  to  my- 
self, sir,  in  order  that  I may  most  emphatically  re- 
ply to  those  who  would  impair  certain  statements 
which  I have  made  as  a public  man  to  the  nation, 
by  the  imputation  of  intemperance  to  me,  by  saying, 
“I  was  not  mad,”  nor  was  I drunk,  “most  noble 


Festus.”  Another  reason  for  this  particularity  as 
to  my  own  case,  is  to  show  that  the  beam  is  out  of 
my  own  eye  before  I proceed  to  point  out  the  mote 
in  the  eyes  of  others.  It  has,  fortunately  or  unfor- 
tunately I know  not  which,  fallen  to  my  lot  in  pub- 
lic life,  to  be  the  instrument  of  exposing  abuses  in 
public  affairs,  and  olfences  in  the  men  who  conduct 
them.  Such  as  I think  worthy  of  exposure,  I shall 
not  shrink  from  castigating  by  speaking  of  them  in 
my  place  and  out  of  my  place  at  will,  without  any 
regard  whatever  to  personal  consequences.  I state 
the  fact,  then,  to  the  nation,  that  some  of  the  higher 
executive  officers  at  Washington  are,  and  have  been, 
notorious  drunkards — drunkards  in  in}'  sense  of  the 
term,  habitually  affected  by  ardent  spirits — drunk 
at  least  once  a week — impaired  in  constitution  by 
the  use  of  strong  drink;  and  I further  state,  that  1 
have  often  heard  the  reason  assigned,  and  believe  it 
was  a valid  one,  lor  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  congress  of  the  United  States  not  sitting  in  the 
evening,  after  dinner,  when  the  public  business  re- 
quired it,  that  many  of  the  members  were  so  much 
in  the  habit  of  intoxication,  that  they  w'ere  not  only 
unfit  themselves  for  public  duty,  after  a certain  hour 
in  the  day,  but  were  likely  to  prevent  others  from 
discharging  their  duty  by  interrupting  the  order  of 
proceeding.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  session 
of  congress,  when  the  twm  houses  were  compelled 
to  sit  late,  members  too  drunk  for  the  decency  of  a 
tavern  bar  room,  were  not  uncommon  sights  in  the 
senate  chamber  and  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  a republic,  whose  fathers  handed 
down  to  it  the  hallowed  and  immutable  truth,  “that 
no  free  government  or  the  blessing  of  liberty,  can 
be  preserved  to  any  people,  but  by  a firm  adherence 
to  justice,  moderation,  temperance,  frugality  and 
virtue!!”  These  are  facts,  sir,  which  in  my  name, 
if  you  choose,  you  may  bring  to  the  attention  of  the 
convention  as  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  people 
of  the  U.  States.  I am  utterly  opposed  to  making  the 
temperance  cause  apolitical  engine  in  any  way  what- 
ever, but  if  the  friends  of  temperance  will  aid  in 
ridding  congress  of  sots — no  matter  to  what  politi- 
cal party  they  may  belong,  for  they  are  a disgrace 
and  an  actual  injury  to  any  party — they  will  be 
subserving  their  own  work  of  good  morals,  and  do 
the  country  some  service.  Indeed,  the  facts  which 
I have  stated,  apply  with  equal  force  and  truth  to 
both  whigs  and  tories  in,  about  the  exact  ratio  of 
their  numbers  in  the  list  of  public  men,  and  let  me 
not  be  misunderstood  as  reproaching  the  adminis- 
tration, except  so  far  as  high  and  responsible  exe- 
cutive offices  are  entrusted  to  intemperate  incum- 
bents, whose  habits  are  known  by  the  boys  on  the 
streets  of  Washington.  I have  been  a candidate 
three  times  for  the  suffrages  of  the  people  in  the 
oldest  district  of  Old  Virginia,  proverbial  for  “ ho- 
ney-drams,” “ mint-juleps ,”  “ hailstorms ,”  “ slings ,” 
“ dew-drops ,”  and  every  description  of  nectared 
drink,  and  have  never  found  it  necessary  or  requi- 
site to  obtain  a single  vote,  to  resort  to  the  vulgar 
graces  of  the  lamiliar  cup. 

I have  written  too  much,  and  more  than  I intend- 
ed, and  must  subscribe  myself,  respectfully,  yours, 
the  friend  of  temperance. 

HENRY  A.  WISE. 


MR.  WEBSTER’S  SPEECH. 

AT  ST.  LOUIS,  MISSOURI. 

Mr.  Webster  commenced  with  expressing  his 
heartfelt  gratitude  lor  the  kindness  of  his  reception, 
and  the  hospitality  which  had  attended  him  from 
the  first  moment  of  planting  foot  upon  our  shore. 
He  was  overwhelmed  with  his  emotions.  Every 
where  since  he  first  looked  upon  our  city,  had  he 
met  cordiality — every  where  overflowing  kindness. 
And  to  the  bounty  of  his  fellow  citizens  and  kind- 
ness undeserved,  was  he  indebted  for  the  situation 
in  which  he  then  found  himself. 

Gentlemen,  he  continued,  I am  from  the  east — 
the  far  east,  and  many  have  been  the  motives  which 
during  a temporary  cessation  of  congressional  duties 
have  induced  me  to  visit  the  west:  objects  of  private 
regard — objects  of  individual  friendship,  and  the 
great  objects  of  my  life,  to  see— to  know  my  coun- 
try and  my  w'hole  country.  Much  as  I have  been 
gratified  with  the  hospitality  of  you  all,  I must  yet 
refer  with  feelings  of  no  ordinary  character  to  one 
distinguished  individual — one,  whose  name  is  known 
in  the  councils  of  our  nation — which  is  commensu- 
rate with  our  country,  and  is  no  where  spoken  but 
with  honor.  Gentlemen,  the  individual  sits  by  my 
side,  (Mr.  Clay). 

Gentlemen,  it  is  an  era  in  the  history  of  North 
America,  when  an  eastern  man  may  stand  upon  the 
western  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  and  receiving  the 
cordiality  of  which  you  have  thought  proper  to 
make  me  the  recipient,  to  look  around  upon  the 
scenes  which  I behold.  And  cheering  beyond  ex- 
pression are  the  anticipations  of  futurity.  When 
we  reflect  how  recent — how  very  recent  has  been 


the  day  when  St.  Louis  began  to  rank  itself  among 
the  cities  of  our  land,  we  are  amazed.  How  little 
couid  have  been  anticipated  of  all  this  from  the  wil- 
derness which  but  a few  short  years  since,  was 
howling  here.  How  little  could  the  most  sanguine 
temperament  have  looked  forward  to  an  hour  like 
this.  Where  once  was  a wilderness,  I have  beheld 
the  comforts,  the  luxuries,  the  refinements  of  po- 
lished existence.  Who  shall  speak,  then,  the  pros- 
pect of  glory  for  the  future? 

You  are  collected  from  every  quarter  of  our  coun- 
try; and  while  I recognize  many  from  all  the  states 
of  the  Atlantic  coast,  some  there  are  whom  I may 
hail  from  my  own  New  England.  Here,  too,  are 
those  who  have  measured  half  the  globe  of  waters 
to  find  for  themselves  and  their  families  liberty, 
security  and  peace;  and  here  are  the  ancient  settlers 
of  the  soil,  whose  duty  and  allegiance  we  behold 
transferred  from  one  nation  to  another.  Gentlemen, 
we  have  not  appreciated — never  have  we  appreciat- 
ed the  gigantic  character  of  this  mighty  state. 
She  is  an  infant  Hercules — an  infant — yet  in  her  cra- 
dle. Her  wealth,  mineral  and  agricultural,  and  of 
every  other  species,  surpasses  all  calculation.  Her 
wealth  beneath  and  above  the  ground  exceeds  that 
of  any  other  nation  on  the  known  world,  her  rivers 
are  the  finest  which  roll  their  currents  upon  the 
globe — her  prairies  the  most  extensive  and  the  most 
fertile. 

All  this,  gentlemen,  have  I come  to  see — to  view 
with  my  own  eyes,  and  in  my  own  person.  What 
I am,  my  fellow  countrymen,  you  all  know:  I am  a 
plain  man.  I never  set  up  for  any  thing:  what 
ever  else  you  may  accuse  me  of,  it  can  never  be 
said  I have  set  myself  up  for  any  thing.  I am  a 
farmer,  gentlemen,  and  on  the  yellow  sands  of  the 
east,  many  a time  have  I tilled  my  father’s  field, 
and  followed  my  father’s  plough.  The  farmer’s 
patrimony  is  the  true  patrimony  of  the  American 
citizen;  our  wives  and  our  children  are  our  dearest 
stake,  yet  they  only  are  dearer  than  the  soil.  Give 
me  acres;  I care  not  whether  upon  the  rich  rolling 
prairie  of  Missouri,  or  among  the  red  storm  beaten 
sands  of  old  Plymouth  county:  there  is  a warmth  of 
hospitality  for  both,  and  each  is  dear  to  my  heart. 
You  have  a soil  of  fertility  untold — agricultural 
productions  never  surpassed — every  thing  in  nature 
to  give  comfort  to  man.  On  every  side,  too,  are 
rising  the  embellishments  of  art  and  the  improve- 
ments of  science:  colleges,  in  a good  degreee,  ap- 
pear throughout  the  land — and  the  institutions  of 
benevolence  and  charity,  institutions  of  every  na- 
ture for  the  melioration  of  the  human  condition, 
are  scattering  wide  and  far. 

Gentlemen,  you  have  in  the  sentiment  you  have 
upon  this  occasion  been  pleased  to  present  to  me, 
considered  me  as  an  individual  regardful  for  the  in- 
terest of  our  w'hole  land.  I deny  it  not.  You  have 
heard  that  in  my  place  at  Washington  I have  not 
been  indifferent  to  the  interests  of  the  west.  It 
has  been  so;  and,  gentlemen,  if  I had  not  a heart 
noble  enough — a soul  generous  enough — a breast 
sufficiently  comprehensive  to  take  in  all  my  coun- 
try— if  I could  not  clasp  you  all  at  once  in  my 
arms,  then  should  I be  unfit  for  my  station — unfit 
for  a public  man.  There  is  but  one  common  tie — 
our  country  is  one — undivided — entire. 

For  a period  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  have  the 
interests  of  the  west  been  connected  with  the  pub- 
lic relations  of  our  country,  and  with  all  the  lead- 
ing movements  conducive  to  her  prosperity,  I have 
not  been  unconversant.  Internal  improvement  of 
every  character,  has  been  an  object  of  my  public 
life;  and  I may  assert  that  action  upon  no  important 
feature;  clearing  of  rivers — the  building  of  nation- 
al thoroughfares — the  erection  of  works  of  com- 
mercial utility — that  action  in  no  one  of  these  par- 
ticulars has  taken  place  in  our  national  councils 
without  my  hearty  concurrence  and  aid. 

As  to  opinions  upon  political  measures  and  party 
policy,  upon  an  occasion  like  the  present  I would 
offer  nothing  but  those  general  in  their  nature,  and 
embracing  onr  country  and  our  whole  country. — 
Political  dogmas  I never  obtrude;  but  I will  say 
here  and  elsew'here  that  which  I will  live  by  and 
die  by — in  congress  or  out  of  congress — so  long  as 
I may  claim  an  interest  in  the  passage  of  measures 
for  the  country — so  long  as  I may  cast  a vote — I 
owe  the  self-same  responsibility  to  Missouri  as  to 
Massachusetts.  The  good  citizens  of  this  state 
have  not  thought  proper  to  return  me  as  a member 
to  serve  them  in  the  legislature  of  the  nation;  I 
am  sent  from  the  far  east — but  never — never  can  I 
stoop  to  effect  the  narrow',  the  mean,  the  contempti- 
ble policy  of  consulting  the  private  views  of  any 
party,  any  political  or  sectional  prejudice  or  creed. 
This  honest  man,  God  bless  him!  (exclaimed  the 
orator,  striking  his  palm  upon  the  shoulder  of  a 
hardy  yeoman  by  his  side),  is  as  truly  my  friend  as 
though  I clasped  his  hand  as  the  descendant  of 
John  Hancock  in  Fanuiel  Hall!  My  heart  I feel 
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to  be  large  enough  to  take  in  the  interests  of  all 
controlled  by  the”  same  laws — acknowledging  the 
same  national  objects — blessed  by  the  same  consti- 
tution. The  constitution!  Good  God!  what  emo- 
tions does  it  not  call  up.  The  constitution  of 
North  America!  what  are  the  recollections  of  its 
history  and  its  derivation.  Go  back  to  the  days  of 
your  fathers — observe  the  distress — the  confusion 
—the  dismay  succeeding  the  close  of  our  revolu- 
tionary conflict.  Our  old  articles  of  confederation, 
a rope  of  sand — a public  debt  pressing  like  an  in- 
cubus upon  the  vital  energies  of  the  nation  and 
threatening  to  crush  its  existence.  From  the  thick 
gloom  and  tempest  of  that  hour  came  forth  the  glo- 
rious constitution  under  which  we  now  rejoice.  I 
ask  the  scholar  to  examine  the  pages  of  classic  an- 
tiquity: let  the  statesman — the  philosopher— the 
historian,  wander  down  the  shadowy  ages  of  the 
past,  and  scrutinize  every  character,  and  system, 
and  code,  from  the  days  of  Numa  and  Lycurgus  to 
the  present,  and  where  mav  he  find  the  constitution 
which  in  its  history  has  been  more  interesting,  or 
in  its  operations  has  been  more  productive  of  peace, 
and  happiness,  and  comfort  to  man!  No  one  of  us' 
rny  countrymen,  does,  perhaps,  his  duty— his  whole' 
duty— under  the  requirements  and  blessings  of  such 
a constitution:  but  where  on  the  face  of  the  known 
globe,  ii  but  the  last  faint  glimmering  of  freedom 
yet  lives,  is  not  the  constitution  of  North  America 
regarded  with  enthusiastic  feeling?  From  the 
southern  extremity  of  our  own  continent  to  the 
dark  frozen  depths  of  Poland — wherever  iron  op- 
pression has  had  her  sway — where  is  it  not  contem- 
plated with  admiration  by  day,  where  is  it  not  the 
object  of  the  delightful  dream  of  night,  that  there 
yet  exists  one  glorious  instance  of  man  governing 
himself!  Yet,  my  countrymen,  it  is  our  union 
which  sanctifies  all  else.  What  are  our  magnifi- 
cent rivers  our  rolling  inland  seas — our  mountains 
—prairies — all! — my  soul  revolts  from  them  dis- 
united and  connected  in  no  gigantic  whole.  It  is 
our  union  which  hallows — ennobles — secures  ah 
else.  I am  not  accustomed  to  indulge  in  despon- 
dency and  doubt;  but,  my  countrymen,  I must  con- 
fess to  you,  that  if  this  union  be  once  severed — 
one  destroyed— I am  not  sanguine  to  believe  that 
we  or  our  children’s  children  shall  ever  look  upon 
another  like  it.  Consider  all  that  extraordinary 
concurrence  and  succession  of  events  which  have 
conduced  to  rear  up  the  fabric  of  this  nation,  and 
think  you  they  will  ever  again  unite  to  the  same 
mighty  end?  With  these  views,  then,  most  hearti- 
ly would  I concur  in  the  sentiment,  which  upon 
this  occasion  has  been  uttered;  and  if  these  were 
the  last  words  I were  ever  to  utter  they  should  be- 
The  constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  is,  the 
invaluable  inheritance  of  American  citizens. 

Gentlemen,  the  unavoidable  noise  of  a concourse 
of  people  so  immense  as  that  before  me,  will  not 
permit  me  to  enter  at  length  into  the  topics  I could 
wish,  on  the  present  occasion.  I will  cast,  how- 
ever, a_  slight  glance  at  the  present  posture  of  pub- 
lic affairs.  We  are  in  distress — 1 say  we though 

little  do  you  on  this  slope  of  the  Allegany  ridge 
either  know,  feel  or  realize  of  the  distress  which 
exists  along  the  Atlantic  shore.  It  is  impossible  to 
conceive  all  the  horrors  of  the  present  period  ex- 
cept among  the  busy  artisans  of  the  manufacturing 
east.  As  to  the  cause  of  this  distress,  I have  my 
opinion,  (‘‘let  us  have  it”  from  the  crowd),  and  I 
have  both  the  right  to  declare  and  to  withhold  it 
when  any  modification  or  peculiarity  of  circum- 
stance may  demand.  But  why  is  the  present  dis- 
tress? Why?  Never  has  our  country  beheld  a 
moment  of  prosperity  like  the  present,  in  all  the 
grand  departments  of  our  national  character  — 
View  her  commerce,  domestic  and  forei°-n— her 
agriculture— her  stupendous  system  of  improve- 
ment— when  were  all  more  prosperous?  But  it  is 
generally  said,  and  very  truly,  that  there  is  a de- 
rangement in  the  circulating  medium.  How? 

Where  does  the  difficulty  belong?  To  make  a long 
matter  very  short,  we  cannot  pay  our  debts  with 
our  money — we  have  a currency  which  is  not  cur- 
rent, and  money  which  is  no  money.  Neither  peo- 
ple nor  government  can  fulfil  its  contracts.  All 
are  broke.  A man  may  own  houses,  and  lands 
and  horses,  and  cattle,  prairie  land,  bank  stock’ 
town  lots,  and  all,  but  how  shall  he  manage  from 
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ful debt?  My  bill  for  my  lodging  at  my  hotel  will 
to-morrow  be  due.  I hope  my  landlord  is  a good 
natured  man,  and  will  take  Mississippi  monev  — 
But  amid  all  this  trouble  and  trial  and  confusion 
old  Uncle  Sam  growls  sullenly  on,  and  pays  no- 
body nothing,  as  we  say  at  the  north. 

As  regards  banks,  whatever  may  be  their  effect 
upon  our  financial  concerns,  I conceive  it  to  be 
clearly  the  duty  of  congress  by  some  method  to 
supply  a good,  and  durable  currency.  This  is  one 
of  the  great  objects  of  its  delegated  power,  “to  re- 


gulate commerce  with  foreign  nations  and  amonn- 
the  several  states.”  If  this  be  not  so,  the  constitu- 
tion thus  far  is  a dead  letter.  “Congress  regulates 
commerce.”  A ship  is  an  instrument  of  commerce 
and  every  thing  in  any  manner  relating  to  it,  from 
its  registry  through  all  the  minutia  of  the  medicine 
chest — crew — shipping  papers— up  to  its  tetter  of 
clearance — is  made  an  object  of  congressional  ju- 
risdiction. And  is  a ship  more  truly  an  instrument 
of  commerce  than  money.  Is  not  the  currency  of 
a country  the  all  important — the  grand  medium  of 
its  commerce?  Thus  in  congress,  in  my  opinion, 
rests  the  power  and  right  to  establish  an  uniform 
currency  tor  the  country.  But  as  well  may  con- 
gress delegate  to  the  individual  states  the  power 
each  of  making  war  and  making  peace  at  their 
pleasure,  or  any  other  of  its  powers,  as  to  commit 
to  them  the  jurisdiction  over  the  national  currency. 
Indeed,  can  all  the  six  and  twenty  states,  in  the  na- 
ture of  things  establish  one  uniform,  changeless, 
circulating  medium  for  the  nation,  any  more  than 
six  and  twenty  men  can  constitute  one  uniform  un- 
changeable mind? 

My  ideas  upon  these  difficulties  are  now  precise- 
ly what  they  were  seven  years  ago.  As  to  causes, 
I wish  to  force  my  views  upon  no  one— I wish  not 
to  dogmatize — I wi  11  express  my  views  and  shall 
be  very  happy  to  be  convinced  that  the  views  of 
others  are  equally  right.  The  present  troubles, 
then,  date  back  as  far  as  1832.  Our  national  cur- 
rency then  was  as  good — nay  it  was  better,  than 
that  of  any  other  country  in  the  commercial  world. 
Exchange  had  every  facility  which  could  be  de- 
manded, and  passed  from  my  own  state  in  the  east 
to  the  city  of  St.  Louis  at  but  one  half  of  one  per 
cent._  Then  the  bank  of  the  U.  States  was  decreed 
to  wind  up  business  in  1836.  Every  effort  to  pre- 
vent tnis  was  exerted  in  vain.  The  consequence 
of  this  movement  was,  that  lesser  banks  swarmed 
up  all  over  the  land.  Next  came  the  removal  of 
the  deposites;  and  the  throwing  such  a vast  increase 
of  capital  into  the  vaults  of 'the  banks,  induced 
them  to  lend  very  largely,  and  encouraged  all  to 
borrow;  then  followed  the  vast  and  unwarrantable 
expansion  of  trade  which  we  have  witnessed,  and 
here  may  have  resulted  what  is  popularly  termed 
overtrading,  though  we  cannot  easily  understand 
its  meaning.  But  understand  or  not,  here  we  are, 
and  now  without  lingering  upon  the  past,  we  re- 
quire the  best  counsel  which  the  present  can  fur- 
nish. All  seems  now  as  clear  as  it  ever  did.  I 
have  had  experience  on  this  point,  you  will  admit. 
I early  entered  upon  the  arena  of  public  life,  and 
have  taken  no  inactive  part  in  its  event.  I was  in 
congress  in  1816  when  specie  payments  were  be- 
fore suspended,  and  I then  introduced  the  bill 
which  afforded  relief.  I have  seen,  then,  times 
like  the  present,  and  I have  seen  them  pass  by; 
and  now  do  you  ask  me  whence  comes  our  help? 
I reply,  from  the  government  of  the  U.  States; 
from  -thence  alone.  Of  this  1 am  sure — upon  tflis' 
I risk  my  political  reputation,  my  honor,  my  all.  It 
is  an  easy  thing  for  1500  state  banks  to  suspend 
specie  payments,  hand  over  hand,  one  after  another, 
but  will  it  be  as  easy  for  all  to  follow  in  commence’ 
ing  payment  again?  He  who  expects  to  live  to  see 
all  these  26  states  resuming  specie  payment  in  re- 
gular succession  once  more,  may  expect  to  see  the 
restoration  of  the  Jews!  Never!— “he  will  die 
without  the  sight.”  As  for  myself,  I own  not 
a shilling  in  any  bank  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

But  what  says  history — experience.  During  48 
years  has  been  the  experiment  on  the  currency: 
for  40  of  them  there  was  a national  bank  in  opera- 
tion, during  which  there  was  no  derangement  of 
the  currency— for  eight  years  of  this  period  there 
has  been  none,  and  for  eight  years  there  has  been 
trouble.  In  ’91  general  Washington,  from  the 
mere  necessity  and  trials  of  the  times,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Hamilton,  then  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  congress,  signed  the  bill  fora  national  bank;  and 
just  so  in  1816  from  the  mere  extremity  of  the  case, 
under  Madison’s  administration  was  a national  bank- 
chartered.  The  eight  intervening  years  like  Pha- 
raoh’s lean  kine,  in  succession  have  destroyed  their 
predecessors. 

Gentlemen,  I know  not  what  is  designed  to  be 
done  in  the  approaching  congress  of  September. — 
But  for  one,  T am  willing  to  take  any  thing  reasona- 
ble, effectual,  constitutional,  and  not  dangerous  to 
our  liberties,  be  it  from  A,  B or  C,  from  adminis- 
tration or  opposition.  But  mark  me!  I will  sup- 
port nothing  like  relief — temporary  relief — nothing 
which  will  extend  executive  prerogative  the  one- 
thousandth  part  of  an  inch.  I will  agree  to  nothing 
which  shall  shake  the  glorious  fabric  of  the  consti^ 
tution.  Sooner  would  I with  profane  hands,  seize 
your  noble  flag  above  my  head,  and  tear  it  into  ten 
thousand  fritters!  I will  endure  any  thing  but  an 
attack  on  the  constitution.  And  we  can — our  no- 
ble country  can  endure  any  thing — every  thing. — 


She  can  bear  up  under  a burden  of  bad  government 
huge  as  your  iron  mouniain!  She  can  withstand  a 
torrent  of  oppression  terrible  as  that  of  the  Missouri! 
Leave  her  the  union:  leave  her  the  control  of  execu- 
tive power:  freedom  of  election,  and  the  other  grand 
principles  of  republican  government,  and  she  may 
withstand  any  thing.  As  for  the  “beneficence  of 
the  treasury,”  and  “charity  of  the  president,”  I will 
listen  to  none  ol  it.  Our  country  is  young — she  is 
strong — vigorous — energetic,  and  she  will  rise  and 
come  out  well  in  the  end.  If  we  can  hold  the  mass 
united  until  the  tempest  is  over,  all  will  a^ain  be 
well. 

In  my  opinion  there  can  be  no  legal  currency  but 
that  of  the  precious  metals— gold  and  silver.  But 
what  is  to  be  understood  by  that?  No  more  nor 
less  than  the  express  declaration  of  our  constitu- 
tion as  regards  “legal  tender.”  The  idea  of  no  me- 
dium of  circulation  but  ponderous  gold  and  silver  is 
perfectly  wild — Utopian  even  where  it  is  possible; 
and  the  constant  diminution  of  these  metals,  and 
the  increase  of  luxury  by  which  they  are  consumed 
renders  it  more  so.  But  do  we  desire  this?  Do 
you  or  I wish  for  any  thing  better  than  paper,  at 
any  moment  convertible  into  coin?  I am  one  of 
those  who  believe  the  best  never  can  be  made  bet- 
ter. How  can  a notion  like  this  (I  am  a Yankee, 
gentlemen,  and  do  think  it  a notion),  how  can  a 
notion  like  this  have  entered  men’s  heads? 

As  regards  the  state  of  Missouri  in  relation  to 
pajier  currency,  were  I making  a speech  at  any 
quarter  of  the  world,  or  were  I preparing  a treatise 
on  banking,  no  where  could  a better  illustration  of 
its  operation  and  advantage  be  presented,  than  upon 
this  very  spot.  Away  in  old  Massachusetts,  where 
the  people  are  thick  as  mustard-seeds  and  good  at 
that — why  a metallic  currency  to  some  extent  will 
answer.  Every  circumstance  forbids  it  here.  The 
resources  of  the  country — the  rich  prairies,  the  in- 
exhaustible mines  of  lead  and  iron — require  credit 
to  their  development,  which  cannot  be  afforded 
without  some  expansion  of  the  circulating  medium 
— the  assistance  of  paper  readily  convertible  into 
gold  and  silver. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  urge  upon  every  American 
citizen  his  duty  at  this  crisis,  or  very  little  may 
be  expected  from  the  government.  We  must  be 
sober — serious  now.  We  have  had  the  heyday  of 
our  prosperity,  and  our  only  fault  has  been  we  have 
forgotten  the  means  by  which  it  was  superinduced 
and  sustained.  Let  us  remember  we  have  all  one 
common  interest,  and  we  must  stand  or  we  must 
fall  together.  I have  been  called  with  chagrin  to 
see  at  a time  like  this,  and  on  such  a subject,  at- 
tempts to  rouse  one  body  of  men  against  another,  as 
the  farmer  against  the  merchant.  I hope  there  is 
no  bad  design  here,  but  all  in  charity,  I fear  there 
is.  Upon  the  hard  working  laborer  indeed,  will  a 
depreciation  of  the  currency  like  the  present  press 
the  hardest,  when  at  the  close  of  his  daily  toil 
he  receives  a ragged  paper  for  one  bit,  two  bits, 
all  payable  somewhere,  nobody  can  say  where, 
and  fit  for  nothing  but  to  light  his  candle.  And 
yet,  who  sees  not  the  utter  folly  of  declaring 
that  one  currency  may  be  well  for  the  rich  man 
and  another  for  the  poor  man?  They  might  as 
well  tell  us,  that  there’s  no  difference  in  the  at- 
mosphere we  breathe.  If  health  and  happiness  are 
received  by  the  rich  man  from  this  bounty  of  na- 
ture, be  sure  you,  my  fellow-  citizens,  will  receive 
the  same;  and  if  ague,  and  miasma  and  fever  come 
to  you,  depend  upon  it  ague,  miasma  and  fever 
will  not  be  escaped  by  him.  In  the  present  period 
of  distress  look  for  aid  to  the  people — the  great  mass 
of  the  people.  Experience,  too,  declares,  have  a 
national  bank.  Our  efforts  on  this  subject,  have 
been  crushed,  but  my  sentiments  now  are  as  they 
were  in  ’32,  and  when  I learn  better  I will  acqui- 
esce. 

Gentlemen:  Again  permit  me  to  tender  my  grate- 
ful thanks  for  your  kindness  and  hospitality  since  I 
have  been  with  you.  Whether  I remain  in  public 
life  or  retire  from  it,  you  will  ever  retain  my  fer- 
vent regards,  and  never  can  I forget  the  cordiality — 
the  generosity — the  kindness,  I have  received  at 
yourr  ands. 


xxEN.  HAMILTON'S  LETTER. 

From,  the  Charleston  Mercury. 

To  Nicholas  Biddle,  esq.  pres’t  of  the  bank  of  U.  S. 

Sir:  The  citizens  of  Charleston,  at  a public 
meeting  held  on  the  18th  May,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  expediency  of  the  banks  of  this 
city  suspending  specie  payment,  consequent  on  the 
suspension  in  the  northern  cities,  passed  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

“Resolved,  That  the  presidents  of  the  banks  in 
this  city  be  requested  to  establish  forthw-ith  a cor- 
respondence with  the  banks  of  the  other  commer- 
cial cities  of  the  union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
early  measures  for  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
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ments;  that  when  this  measure  does  take  place,  it 
may  be  simultaneous  throughout  the  United  States, 
and  with  the  least  possible  disturbance  to  the  ex- 
changes of  the  country.” 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  presidents  of 
the  different  banks,  and  an  allotment  made  for  the 
correspondence  of  each,  with  the  several  institu- 
tions in  the  commercial  cities  of  the  union,  and  to 
myself  was  assigned  the  honor  of  communicating 
with  you  on  the  important  subject  which  it  com- 
prehends. The  private  letter  which  I have  already 
written  you,  n ust  have  prepared  you  for  this  com- 
munication. I shall  make  no  apology  for  address- 
ing you  directly  through  the  public  press.  The 
great  power  and  extensive  influence  of  the  bank 
over  which  you  preside  (to  say  nothing  of  the 
prominent  position  you  yourself  personally  occupy) 
would  seem  to  make  it  eminently  proper,  if  the 
banks  are  to  co-operate  in  effecting  an  early  and 
salutary  return  of  the  country  to  a sound  currency, 
that  in  this  effort  your  exertions,  enlightened  by  the 
experience  you  have  had  in  the  finances  of  the  U. 
States,  should  be  directed  to  the  highly  important 
object  of  combining  and  concentrating  the  action 
of  the  other  banks  in  the  union,  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  most  desirable  result. 

I feel,  I trust,  all  the  diffidence  which  a compara- 
tively short  experience  in  the  practical  operations 
of  banking  ought  to  impress  upon  my  mind,  and  1 
should  certainly  have  vastly  preferred  that  the  sug- 
gestion I am  about  to  make  tor  AN  EARLY  AND 
EFFECTUAL  RESUMPTION  OF  SPECIE 
PAYMENTS  on  the  part  of  the  banks,  had  been 
offered  by  one  who  could  have  given  his  opinions 
that  sort  of  authority  which  results  from  a repute 
founded  as  well  upon  the  public  confidence,  as  on 
ripe  experience  and  acknowledged  ability. 

But  the  dark  crisis  in  which  the  countr}’  is  plac- 
ed, in  which  even  the  evils  we  are  now  suffering 
under,  great  as  they  are,  seem  comparatively  of 
trivial  moment  to  those  yet  in  reserve,  if  some  ge- 
neral and  signal  effort  is  not  made  for  its  relief, 
would  justify  the  most  humble  man  in  the  union, 
however  humble  his  own  contingent,  to  present  it 
freely,  as  an  offering  for  the  common  and  joint  ser- 
vice of  us  all. 

I must  therefore  begin  by  premising  that  if  the 
conflict  which  has  been  going  on  at  least  for  the 
last  six  years,  between  the  government  and  the 
supporters  of  a bank  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
other  words,  between  the  credit  system  and  the  ad- 
vocates of  a metallic  circulation,  is  not  compromis- 
ed or  composed,  it  will  end  in  the  RUIN  OF  THE 
COUNTRY.  I have  been  brought  to  this  convic- 
tion by  the  most  painful  yet  unequivocal  omens. 
I have  not  the  slightest  hostility  to  your  bank.  On 
the  contrary,  in  the  very  extensive  inter^ouse 
which  I have  had  with  it,  commencing  with  the 
purchase  of  your  Charleston  branch  in  1835,  by  the 
bank  over  which  I preside,  down  to  the  present 
moment  of  our  frequent  coriespondence,  I have  at 
all  times  recognized  the  great  liberality  and  public 
spirit  of  accommodation  by  which  your  institution 
seems  invariably  to  be  governed. 

Whatever,  therefore,  may  be  my  opinions  on  the 
abstract  question  of  the  power  of  congress  to  re- 
new your  charter  (which  incline  to  the  rigid  school 
of  construction),  for  one,  I should  have  been  wil- 
ling under  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  and 
the  anterior  approval  of  the  bank  bill  by  Mr.  Ma- 
dison, to  consider  the  whole  matter  as  res  ad  judica- 
ta, as  a point  definitely  settled  for  the  public  tran- 
quillity, if  not  for  the  interest  we  all  feel  in  a sound 
and  stable  currency. 

But  whatever  may  be  your  opinion,  sir,  or  on 
whatever  ground  I may  be  willing  to  compromise 
a public  question,  is  a matter  of  very  little  moment, 
provided  it  should  be  found  in  a representative  de- 
mocracy like  ours,  that  the  people  are  arrayed  on 
the  adverse  side,  or  an  executive  should  happen  to 
be  in  power  ready  with  his  veto  to  obey  the  sanc- 
tions of  his  own  conscience,  his  own  convictions 
of  expediency  and  justice,  (or  if  you  please  his 
vindictive  prejudices)  by  putting  an  extinguisher 
on  your  hypothesis  financial  and  constitutional,  or 
my  own. 

How,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  is  this  difficulty  to 
be  met  and  surmounted?  How  is  this  perpetual 
warfare  between  the  government  or  the  supporters 
of  a metallic  currency,  and  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  (a  conflict  which  promises  to  engulph  the 
whole  country  in  convulsion  and  ruin)  to  be  stayed 
and  put  at  rest  forever?  I answer  explicitly. — 
By  the  spirit  of  conciliation  and  compromise,  by 
which,  nine  times  out  of  ten,  public  danger  is  to 
be  averted,  when  force  and  violence  prove  utterly 
powerless. 

Without  a presumptuous  confidence  in  my  own 
opinions,  (for  God  knows  the  crisis  is  well  calculat- 
ed to  beget,  amidst  appalling  difficulties,  any  thing 
but  a too  sanguine  reliance  on  ourselves),  I cannot 


but  think  if  the  conjuncture  which  will  be  present- 
ed to  congress  on  the  1st  September  next,  be  met 
by  the  executive  and  the  national  legislature,  by 
the  leading  statesmen  in  both  its  branches,  and  by 
the  influential  banks  of  the  United  States,  (more 
especially  by. your  own),  in  the  proper  spirit  and 
with  the  means  and  measures  that  will  be  in  the 
possession  of  all  these  functionaries,  public  and 
private,  specie  payments  may  he  resumed  in  a very 
short  period  after  the  meeting  of  congress,  and  in 
four  months  after  the  commencement  of  its  session 
—the  constitution  of  the  U.  States  be  so  amended 
that  our  currency  will  be  placed  on  a basis  of  pros- 
perity and  security  which  I trust  will  be  imperish- 
able. Before  I venture  to  indicate  with  all  due  de- 
ference what  appear  to  me  to  be  the  proper  means 
to  accomplish  these  desirable  results,  it  wall  not  be 
amiss  to  say  a word  or  two  on  those  causes  which 
have  contributed  most  effectually  to  produce  our 
present  sufferings  and  embarrassments. 

The  primary  and  efficient  cause  of  the  present 
embarrassments  of  the  United  States,  is  to  be  found 
in  a want  of  uniformity  in  our  currency,  which  re- 
sults from  there  being  no  legal  or  constitutional  re- 
straint on  its  issues.  This  is  a consequence  of  our 
complex  form  of  government.  In  twenty-six  stales, 
each  of  them  assuming  and  exercising  the  sovereign 
attributes  of  authorising  the  manufacture  of  money, 
to  an  unlimited  extent,  without  the  smallest  check 
or  control,  except  what  they  think  proper  to  impose 
on  themselves,  no  other  effects  could  possibly  have 
been  predicted,  than  those  which  have  actually  oc- 
curred. 

Any  remedy  which  falls  short  of  gradually  ar- 
resting this  evil,  is  absolutely  worthless  and  un- 
availing. Upon  this  point,  I desire  at  the  close  of 
this  communication  to  make  a few  suggestions, 
which  comprehend  a possible  cure  for  this  evil, 
which  may,  I think,  be  usefully  employed. 

These  laboratories  of  paper  money,  in  the  differ- 
ent states,  more  especially  in  the  new  states  of  the 
west,  w'ere  pampered  into  existence,  or  met  by  a 
gigantic  spirit  of  public  enterprize,  which  sprung 
out  of  the  general  peace  in  Europe,  from  the  na- 
tural development  of  the  vast  resources  of  our 
country,  as  well  as  from  the  extraordinary  disco- 
veries in  mechanical  philosophy,  by  which  a new' 
and  almost  miraculous  impulse  has  been  given  to, 
public  improvements  throughout  the  world.  The 
means  which  man  possesses  of  increasing  indefi- 
nitely his  physical  power  by  the  agency  of  steam, 
has  been  most  emphatically  illustrated’  in  the  last 
five  years,  both  in  England  and  America.  The 
rail  roads  and  canals,  public  and  private  edifices, 
and  I may  say  towns,  built  or  in  the  course  of  con- 
struction, in  both  countries,  produced  a demand  for 
the  immediate  creation  of  a circulating  medium, 
which  should  be  the  representative  of  the  amount 
of  exchangeable  value  thus  created,  which  the  pre- 
cious metals  could  not  possibly  afford.  Hence  the 
demand  for  paper  money,  and  where  existing  banks 
could  not  supply  this  demand,  joint  stock  compa 
nies  were  created  in  England,  without  number,  un- 
der the  act  of  George  IV,  and  the  sovereign  power 
of  the  states  on  this  side  of  the  water,  was  invoked 
to  incorporate  new  banks,  almost  to  an  indefinite 
extent.  The  stimulus  thus  given  to  the  currency 
of  both  countries,  was  met  by  a short  crop  of  cot- 
ton in  1835,  w'hich,  with  a superabundant  issue  in 
the  circulation,  carried  prices  up  at  once  to  a maxi- 
mum, which  precipitated  both  countries  into  a ca- 
reer of  speculation  little  short  of  madness.  Manu- 
factures, goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  cotton, 
lands,  slaves  and  every  chattel,  if  we  may  so  speak, 
real,  personal  and  mixed,  rose  to  a point  of  eleva- 
tion which,  many  ex  post  facto  prophets  have  since 
predicted  were  dizzy  and  insecure.  Still  the  de- 
mand for  more  banks  was  insatiable,  and  not  to  be 
appeased.  According  to  the  most  authentic  re- 
turns, we  have  seen  that  within  the  last  seven  years, 
three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  new  banks  have  been 
created  in  the  United  States,  besides  one  hundred 
and  forty-six  branches,  which,  added  to  those  pre- 
viously in  existence,  made  a total  of  six  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  banks.  This  produced  a corres- 
ponding augmentation  of  the  banking  capital  of  the 
country,  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  millions, 
and  an  increase  in  the  circulation  of  paper  money 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  mil- 
lions. 

Now,  sir,  I consider  these  effects  to  have  been  al- 
together beyond  the  control  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. That  they  sprung  from  the  contagious  in- 
fluence of  the  spirit  of  speculation,  or  if  you  please 
the  genius  of  the  age  in  which  we  live,' that  they 
would  have  occurred  with  or  without  the  existence 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  proper,  or  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites,  or  general  Jackson’s  trea- 
sury circular.  In  one  word,  they  resulted  from  the 
great  demand  for  a circulating  medium,  and  the  un- 
limited power  of  the  states  to  meet  this  demand,  by 


an  unlimited  issue  of  paper  money,  to  which,  in  an 
era  like  the  one  through  which  vve  have  just  passed, 
as  salutary  as  may  be  the  check  of  a bank  of  the 
United  States,  on  inordinate  issues  in  ordinary 
times,  it  would  rather  have  had  to  obey  the  general 
impulse;  of  which  I think  the  course  of  events  in 
your  own  bank,  in  Philadelphia,  affords  the  strong- 
est exponent. 

I am  sure  your  own  magnanimity  and  frankness 
will  induce  vou  to  tolerate  this  remark.  Indeed 
nothing  can  illustrate  more  powerfully  the  extrava- 
gant spirit  of  speculation  which  infected  the  whole 
country,  than  the  fact,  that  the  legislature  of  your 
state  should  have  given  your  bank  a charter  for  the 
enormous  sum  of  thirty-five  millions,  with  the  im- 
mense banking  capital  it  had  previously  authorised 
by  law,  without  the  faculty  of  legalizing  the  circu- 
lation of  one  cent  beyond  its  own  limits.  Let  us 
be  just,  before  we  are  severe  in  our  judgments. 
The  whole  country  is  to  blame  by  a direct  agency 
in  bringing  about  a state  of  things  to  which  the 
measures  of  our  government  ma-y  have  efficiently 
contributed,  but  which  these  measures  could  not 
have  entirely  produced. 

It  indicates  no  masterly  spirit  of  philosophy  to  be 
harping  on  mere  secondary  causes  at  best,  when  the 
great  sources  of  existing  ev  ils  are  left  unexplored. 
The  strife  which  is  now  waging  on  whom  to  fix  the 
exclusive  responsibility  of  great  public  calamities,  is 
unworthy  of  the  spirit  of  those  who  must  approach 
the  distemperature  in  our  public  affairs  in  a widely 
different  tone.  Let  me,  however,  not  be  misun- 
derstood. I think  general  Jackson  committed  great 
and  mischievous  mistakes  in  tampering  with  the 
currency  of  the  country.  That  he  endangered  its 
best  interests  by  his  attachment  to  a futile  hypothe- 
sis, practicable  alone  through  a wise  and  gradual 
induction.  That  as  in  one  of  his  early  messages  he 
W'aved  his  constitutional  scruples  in  regard  to  the 
charter  of  a bank  of  the  United  States,  he  ought  to 
have  given  his  assent  with  salutary  modification  to 
a recharter  of  your  bank,  or  afforded  to  congress 
the  projet  of  a fiscal  agent  by  which  the  public 
money  would  have  been  secure  in  deposite,  and 
the  circulation  of  the  country  kept  as  far  as  practi- 
cable in  a healthy  condition,  and  under  a safe  control. 
I moreover  think  nothing  could  have  been  more 
injudicious,  than  his  removal  of  the  public  depo- 
sites from  the  custody  of  your  institution,  nor  any 
thing  more  unwise  than  the  treasury  circular.  The 
last  was  in  fact  a premium  to  the  speculations  of  ca- 
pitalists, and  augmented  with  many  concomitant  ills, 
the  very  evil  it  was  designed  to  cure.  But  all  these 
singly,  or  in  combination,  were  unable  to  produce 
the  great  revulsion  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
trade,  agriculture  and  commerce  of  both  England 
and  America.  As  well  might  the  sails  of  a wind- 
mill standing  on  a promontory  which  overlooks  the 
ocean,  fan  into  existence  Ihe  tornedo  which  upturns 
its  mighty  bosom.  England,  w’ith  her  government 
bank,  and  without  a removal  of  the  deposites  of  her 
treasury,  or  a treasury  circular,  is  suffering  from 
identical  evils  resulting  from  identical  causes — 
overtrading,  extravagant  speculation  and  paper 
money.  The  crisis  does  not  call  for,  but  absolutely 
repudiates,  on  the  part  of  the  government  and  the 
advocates  of  a bank  of  the  United  States,  the  mutual 
indulgence  in  that  spirit  of  reproach  and  recrimina- 
tion, to  which  both  parties  have  so  painfully  . re- 
sorted. Except  to  avoid  the  mistakes  we  have 
committed,  it  is  useless  to  look  back.  Let  us  move 
forward  with  a determination  to  lay  aside  all  con- 
tests for  political  power,  all  party  strife,  and  all  sel- 
fish and  personal  prejudices  or  attachments,  and  in 
one  united  and  immediate  effort,  to  rescue  the  coun- 
try from  impending  ruiri. 

This,  I would  fain  hope,  can  be  accomplished  by 
a spirit  of  compromise  and  concession  on  the  part 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  those 
who  may  be  called  the  advocates  of  the  credit  sys- 
tem, which  has  taken  such  deep  root  and  exercises 
such  pervading  influence  among  us. 

It  may  be  assumed  that  our  present  embarrass- 
ments have  divided  the  country  into  two  parties. 
That  they  consequently  offer  the  following  antago- 
nist remedies: 

1st.  The  organ  of  the  government  indicates  a de- 
termination to  divorce  the  government  from  all  con- 
nection with  banks,  to  have  its  own  strongbox,  and 
by  compelling  the  payment  iff' all  government  dues 
in  specie,  to  bring  the  country  back  to  a hard  money 
currency. 

2dly.  The  supporters  of  a credit  system  are  sim- 
ply in  favor  of  a recharter  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  by  congress,  and  believe  that  by  the  salutary 
operation  of  this  institution  on  the  circulation  and 
exchanges  of  the  country,  the  present  evils  would 
be  cured  with  the  least  possible  disturbance  to  the 
great  interests  of  the  country. 

The  limits  to  which  my  own  inclinations  and  a 
due  regard  for  your  patience  assign  me,  forbid  my 
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treating  the  large  and  profoundly-interesting  topics 
comprehended  in  these  propositions,  in  a manner 
which  their  own  importance  would  seem  to  demand. 
They  cannot,  however,  be  passed  over  in  silence. 
It  must,  I think,  be  obvious  to  any  man  of  reflection, 
that  if  it  should  be  desirable  that  coin  should  either 
form  the  sole  constituent,  or  enter  more  largely  into 
our  circulation,  this  end  is  only  to  be  accomplished, 
safely  and  beneficially,  by  a gradual  process;  by 
which  the  country  shall  be  even  insensible  of  the 
change  which  is  going  on  in  the  standard  of  value. 
The  truth  is,  this  country  and  Great  Britain  have  been 
built  up  by  the  credit  system,  or,  in  other  words, 
by  a paper  circulation;  if  not  at  all  times  converti- 
ble into  specie,  at  least  at  all  times  having  its  value 
guaged  by  gold  and  silver.  If  the  government  had 
the  despotic  power  of  annihilating  every  bank  in 
the  United  States  at  a blow,  and  of  burning 
every  bank  note  by  the  hand  of  the  common  hang- 
man, it  would  only  lead  to  a ruin  and  transfer  of 
property,  greater  and  far  more  desolating  than  have 
signalized  the  footsteps  of  the  most  sanguinary  re- 
volution which  has  occurred  in  the  world.  Ifthere- 
fore,  government  was  to  attempt  partially  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  end,  by  the  means  which  have 
been  announced,  it  must  produce  a climax  in  our 
present  suffering,  and  fill  the  whole  country  with 
convulsion  and  alarm.  The  truth  is,  the  institutions 
and  habits  of  a people  are  not  to  be  torn  up  in  a day. 
The  excessive  issues  of  paper  money  has  had  much 
to  do  with  our  present  difficulties,  but  the  emission 
of  credits,  in  the  shape  of  a convertible  circulation, 
when  well  sustained  and  guaranteed  by  specie  and 
its  equivalent  in  solid  securities,  have  made  Eng- 
land and  America  what  they  are,  whilst  a hard 
money  currency  has  not  prevented  Spain  and  Italy 
from  sinking  into  their  present  condition  of  debase- 
ment and  imbecility. 

The  mere  fact  of  not  making  paper  money  a legal 
tender  in  ordinary  times,  is  an  effective  security 
for  its  solidify  to  the  public.  Mr.  Burke,  in  the 
grandeur  wffiieh  belonged  to  his  genius,  said  forty- 
seven  years  ago,  in  speaking  of  the  currency  of 
England,  as  contrasted  with  that  of  France,  “our 
paper  money  is  of  value  in  commerce,  because  in 
law  it  is  none.  It  i3  powerful  on  change,  because 
in  Westminster  Hall,  it  is  impotent.  In  payment 
of  a debt  of  twenty  shillings,  a creditor  may  refuse 
all  the  paper  of  the  bank  ofErrgland.  Nor  is  there 
amongst  us  a single  public  security  of  any  quality 
or  nature  whatsoever,  that  is  enforced  by  authority. 
In  fact  if  may  be  easily  shewn  that  our  paper  wealth, 
instead  oflessening  the  real  coin,  ha3  a tendency  to 
increase  it.  Instead  of  a substitute  for  money,  it 
only  facilitates  its  entry,  its  exit  and  its  circulation; 
that  it  is  the  symbol  of  prosperity,  and  not  the 
badge  of  distress.”  There  is  quite  as  much  of  true 
philosophy  and  sound  sense  in  this  passage,  as  of 
verbal  elegance.  The  history,  both  of  England 
and  America  proves  it.  Limit  the  circulation  of 
paper  to  its  representative  in  coin,  and  the  securi- 
ties of  substantial  property,  and  a country  is  at  once 
blessed  with  a currency  sound,  safe  and  healthy, 
and  competent  to  perform  all  the  transfers  and  ex- 
changes of  her  trade,  commerce  and  agriculture. 
To  afford,  however,  to  the  public  a security  for  the 
application  of  this  limit,  is  the  difficulty.  . This 
nevertheless  is  a duty  and  trust  of  every  civilized 
government,  and  involves  an  obligation  that  can 
neither  be  compromised  or  postponed.  It  is  a duty 
which  our  government  must  perform.  If  they  have 
not  the  constitutional  power,  it  must  be  conferred 
by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution.  It  is  in  vain 
to  speak  immediately  of  the  destruction  of  every 
bank  in  the  country,  even  if  this  measure  was  desir- 
able, it  could  not  be  accomplished  with  safety  in 
less  than  thirty  years,  and  then  by  process  the  most 
gradual  and  healing.  The  effort  to  establish  a hard 
money  currency  for  the  government,  and  at  the 
same  time  that  the  people  should  have  one  of  paper 
for  themselves,  must  perpetuate  our  present  embar- 
rassments, and  if  practicable,  must  end  in  calamity 
and  convulsion.  The  truth  is  not  to  be  concealed, 
sir,  that  if  the  advocates  of  a hard  money  cur- 
rency could  succeed  in  carrying  their  favorite 
hypothesis  into  practical  operation,  every  man 
whose  liabilities  amounted  to  one-fifth  part  of  his 
actual  property,  would  be  ruined.  I leave  any 
man  who  is  acquainted  with  the  character  of 
our  people,  to  decide  if  they  would  permit  colo- 
nel Benton  to  put  us  like  mice  into  his  great 
metallic  retort  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  how 
long  we  could  breathe  in  this  exhausted  receiver. 
I have  no  toleration  for  theories  that  are  to  place 
nine-tenths  of  the  country  under  the  parental  cus- 
tody of  the  sheriff;  or  to  consign  some  of  the  best 
men  among  us  to  the  despair  which  sudden  poverty 
brings  upon  those  who  have  others  to  curse  and  not 
themselves  for  their  ruin. 

Whilst  I feel  the  utter  absurdity,  not  to  say  wick- 
dness  of  precipitating  the  country  suddenly  into  a 


great  and  alarming  change  in  its  currency,  I am  not 
insensible  of  the  signal  evils  which  are  on  the  other 
hand  incident  to  a profuse  issue  of  paper  money, 
which,  combined  with  a spirit  of  extravagant  specu- 
lation, have  brought  us  precisely  to  our  present 
condition. 

I shall  therefore  now  proceed  with  the  greatest 
possible  brevity,  but  with  the  utmost  deference,  to 
suggest  what  seem  to  me  to  be  appropriate  remedies 
to  meet  the  evils  of  the  present  crisis. 

1st.  I shall  speak  of  those  which  are  of  a perma- 
nent character,  which  I think  will  approximate  to 
a gradual,  though  effective  cure  of  our  currency. 

2d.  Of  those  of  a temporary  character,  but  by 
which  however,  the  banks  might  at  an  early  day 
resume  specie  payments,  and  from  which  immedi- 
ate relief  might  be  afforded,  and  the  present  em- 
barrassments essentially  mitigated,  or  entirely  re- 
moved. 

1st.  No  permanent  cure  can  be  applied  to  the 
existing  distemperature  of  our  currency,  except 
through  a fixed  provision  of  the  constitution  and 
laws  by  which  the  bank  capital  of  the  United 
States  shall  not  be  increased  hereafter;  hut  on  the 
contrary,  be  gradually  diminished  by  the  falling  in 
of  the  charters  of  existing  banks  until  the  amount 
of  capital  among  the  states  shall  reach  a point  to  be 
apportioned  by  some  ratio  among  them,  that  shall  be 
deemed  safe  and  proper.  Perhaps  a ratio  that  shall 
be  compounded  of  population  and  exports,  would  be 
the  safest  rule  of  proportion. 

For  this  and  the  following  purposes,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  obtain  an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

1st.  This  amendment  ought  to  contain  likewise 
the  explicit  grant  to  congress  of  the  authority  to 
incorporate  a bank  of  the  United  States,  with  such 
limitations  against  the  abuse  of  power  as  experience 
may  have  suggested.  This  provision  ought  to  pro- 
hibit the  government  of  the  United  States  holding 
more  than  one-eighth  of  the  stock  of  the  said  bank, 
for  which  it  should  be  entitled  to  but  one  sixteenth 
of  its  representative  power  in  the  election  of  direc- 
tors. 

2d.  The  states  should  likewise  solemnly  abjure 
the  power  of  incorporating  a bank  beyond  the 
amount  of  capital  fixed  as  the  ratio,  and  confer 
upon  congress  the  power  of  determining  the  de- 
nomination of  the  bills  to  be  issued,  in  order  that  in 
this  essential  particular  the  currency  might  be  uni- 
form throughout  the  United  States. 

The  object  of  this  last  provision  will  be  obvious. 
Congress  might  through  the  instrumentality  of  this 
power,  gradually  increase  the  metallic  circulation, 
by  enacting  for  example,  that  no  state  should  after 
the  year  forty  issue  a note  of  a less  denomination 
than  five  dollars,  in  forty-five  of  ten,  and  in  fifty  of 
a less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars.  A scheme 
which  Mr.  Calhoun  disclosed  in  his  able  speech  on 
the  currency.  In  this  mode  I conceive  that  the 
banking  capital  of  the  country  might  be  brought 
down,  the  paper  currency  diminished,  and  the 
metallic  circulation  gradually  augmented  without 
any  dangerous  disturbance  of  the  standard  of  value. 

It  is  a most  fortunate  circumstance  that  as  con- 
gress will  meet  on  the  1st  of  September,  the  amend- 
ment might  be  passed  by  that  body,  proposed  to 
the  legislatures  of  all  the  states  which  will  be  in 
session  in  the  course  of  the  winter,  and  if  ratified 
by  three-fourths,  become  a part  of  the  constitution 
by  the  1st  of  March  next. 

I hope  it  may  not  be  deemed  unseasonable,  that 
I should  offer  a few  reasons  in  favor  of  amending 
the  constitution,  to  place  beyond  a doubt,  the  au- 
thority of  congress  to  incorporate  a bank,  and  if 
conferred,  that  I should  offer  a few  reflections  on 
the  expediency  of  rechartering  your  bank  with 
some  modifications  which  may  be  of  salutary  im- 
portance. 

Although  you  may  think  it  mere  surplusage  to 
amend  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  in  this 
important  particular,  yet  the  country  has  been  so 
seriously  divided  on  this  great  question,  that  it  be- 
comes a matter  of  the  highest  public  concern,  that 
the  union  should  no  longer  be  agitatc-d  on  this  ex- 
citing topic. 

You  are,  moreover,  well  aware,  that  most  of  the 
objections  to  a bank  of  the  United  States,  have  ra- 
ther been  as  to  the  constitutional  competency  of 
congress  to  create  one,  than  to  the  policy  of  this 
fiscal  agent,  of  great  and  salutary  use,  if  under 
effective  control  and  able  and  faithful  manage- 
ment. 

By  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  every  pre- 
text of  opposition  will  be  taken  away  from  those 
who,  in  point  of  fact,  must  admit  the  great  useful- 
ness of  this  agent,  and  in  the  organic  process  by 
which  all  power  is  conferred  under  our  govern- 
ment, the  question  passes  deliberately  before  the 
different  states,  and  under  sanctions  which  will  in- 


sure a public  acquiescence  in  the  measure.  I 
think  a preference  should  be  given  to  the  recharter 
of  the  present  bank  of  the  United  States,  for  seve- 
ral reasons  which  appear  to  me  satisfactory.  In 
the  first  place,  by  taking  your  bank,  the  banking 
capital  of  the  United  States  is  not  increased.  A 
new  institution  would  augment  this  capital  proba- 
bly some  forty  or  fifty  millions,  and  revive  that 
licentious  spirit  of  speculation,  which  it  is  the  in- 
terest of  the  country  to  have  allayed.  Your  insti- 
tution is,  moreover,  in  the  exercise  of  its  full  func- 
tions with  ils  capital  paid  in,  and  in  possession  of 
all  the  capacities  for  immediately  acting  beneficially 
upon  the  currency  of  the  country.  I do  not  think 
the  government  ought  to  incorporate  your  bank, 
without  your  stockholders  should  consent  to  sur- 
render one  half  of  your  capital  on  their  receiving 
either  the  par  value  of  the  stock  so  surrendered 
or  its  actual  value  as  estimated  pro  rata,  by  adding 
your  surplus,  so  that  the  stock  of  the  present 
stockholders  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  might 
be  brought  dowm  to  about  fifteen  millions,  that  the 
other  twenty  millions  be  divided  between  the  go- 
vernment and  other  banks.  That  a bank  in  the 
city  of  New  York  should  be  selected  as  your 
branch,  whose  capital  your  bank  should  take  as 
your  stock,  letting  the  stockholders  in  at  par  for 
the  amount  of  their  stock,  a bank  be  likewise  se- 
lected in  Boston,  Providence,  Baltimore,  Norfolk, 
Charleston,  Savannah,  Mobile  and  New  Orleans, 
and  the  rest  of  your  capital  of  thirty-five  millions 
to  be  divided  between  the  government  and  other 
commercial  points  where  it  would  be  expedient  to 
establish  branches.  I would  not,  if  I had,  the  pow- 
er, give  you  a renewal  of  your  charter  on  any  other 
terms,  because  this  scheme  involves  no  dangerous 
augmentation  of  the  banking  capital  of  the  United 
States,  which  a3  a whole,  ought  not  on  any  account 
to  be  increased.  It  is  true  that  in  several  of  the 
states  this  capital  might  be  safely  augmented,  and 
perhaps  if  the  amendment  of  the  constitution  was 
adopted,  wdrich  I have  suggested  in  some  of  them, 
it  would  be  found  that  their  capital  had  not  reached 
the  ratio  which  might  be  fixed  for  their  proportion. 
South  Carolina  for  example,  will  judiciously  bear 
an  increase  of  her  banking  capital,  as  it  is  not  equal 
to  the  separate  value  of  her  exports,  throwing  her 
internal  trade  and  exchanges  out  of  the  question. 
Still  looking  to  the  whole  interests  of  the  country, 
it  would  be  of  vital  importance  that  the  process  ra- 
ther of  reduction  than  increase,  should  be  promptly 
commenced. 

I have  thus  far,  sir,  very  imperfectly  sketched 
what  I believe  to  be  a probable  cure  for  the  unsound 
state  of  the  currency  of  the  country.  You  perceive 
that  at  least  the  remedy  involves  no  sudden  or  pe- 
rilous change  in  either  its  existing  bank  capital  or 
circulation.  The  process  combinds  a gradual  re- 
duction of  the  one,  and  the  gradual  increase  of 
the  precious  metals,  by  a withdrawal  at  safe  inter- 
vals, of  the  smaller  notes  from  the  currency. 

I should  have  felt  much  greater  diffidence  in  of- 
fering these  suggestions  to  your  consideration,  in 
relation  to  the  amendment  of  the  constitution,  if 
they  had  not  been  confirmed  by  nearly  the  same 
views  which  I found  had  been  taken  up  by  a distin- 
guished gentleman  of  this  state,  (col.  Blanding), 
who  at  the  head  of  the  Commercial  bank  of  Colum- 
bia, enjoys  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  public  confi- 
dence as  a skillful  and  able  financier.  It  gives  me 
great  pleasure  to  acknowledge,  that  for  some  of  the 
suggestions  of  this  amendment,  I am  indebted  to  his 
acuteness  and  sound  experience. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  the  permanent  remedies 
for  the  debasement  of  our  currency,  which  look  for 
their  exercise  to  an  amendment  of  the  constitution, 
let  me  now  say  a few  words  of  those  which  are 
within  the  legislative  competency  of  congress  and 
within  the  reach  of  those  who  direct  the  measures 
of  our  banks,  which  can  be  promptly  applied,  and 
from  which  the  power  of  resuming  specie  payments 
on  the  part  of  the  banks,  may  with  very  little  de- 
lay be  obtained. 

In  the  first  place,  I believe  nothing  is  wanting 
now  but  a proper  concert  among  the  leading  bank- 
ing institutions  of  the  country,  with  a proper  un- 
derstanding with  the  government,  to  enable  us  all 
at  an  early  day,  recommence  redeeming  our  notes 
in  coin. 

The  object  of  this  communication  is  to  bring 
about  this  concert  and  this  understanding. 

I therefore  suggest  to  you  that  the  presidents  of 
the  banks  of  Philadelphia  have  a meetings  and  address 
a circular  to  the  banks  of  the  different  commercial 
cities  of  the  United  States,  requesting  the  banks  of 
each  city  to  appoint  one  of  its  presidents  as  a deputy , 
to  meet  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  second  Monday  in  Au- 
gust  next,  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  as  to  the  means 
and  period  of  resuming  specie  payments,  that  the  same 
may  be  universal  and  simultaneous  on  a certain  day, 
throughout  the  United  States.  With  this  view  I 
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would  surest,  that  at  this  meeting  a deputation 
should  be  appointed  to  attend  the  session  ol  con- 
gress,  tint  by  a proper  understanding,  the  banks 
mar  promptly  co-operate  with  the  measures  ol  go- 
vernment in  bringing  about  the  greatly  to  be  desir- 
ed resumption. 

I hive  very  Ml  tie  doubt  with  this  concert,  if  the 
government  ‘'dll  issue  treasury  notes  bearing  such 
a moderate  rate  of  interest  as  shall  not  retard  their 
quick  Hrculation  for  the-  instalments  of  the  surplus 
revenue  hereafter  falling  due  to  the  several  states, 
releemable  in  six,  nine  and  twelve  months,  by  the 
deposite  banks,  and  at  their  cost,  that  specie  pay- 
ment* may  be  resumed  contemporaneously  with  the 
j=sue  of  these  exchequer  bills.  They  would  stand 
effectively  in  the  place  of  specie,  moderate  the  de- 
mand for  it,  and  by  being  made  payable  at  different 
points  in  the  union,  serve  the  purposes  of  exchange. 
Before  they  were  exhausted  the  new  crop  of  cotton 
would  be  in  market,  to  enable  us  to  pay  our  foreign 
debt. 

But  at  tile  present,  the  banks  are  acting  without 
the  slightest  concert,  and  as  far  as  I can  learn,  with- 
out the  smallest  understanding  with  the  govern- 
ment. The  existing  state  of  things  for  the  interest 
and  honor  of  our  country  should  not  be  permitted 
to  last  one  hour  beyond  tile  meeting  of  congress. 

The  longer  an  irredeemable  paper  currency  is 
p ermitted  to  continue,  the  more  difficult  becomes 
the  resumption  of  payments  in  coin.  Like  opium, 
as  you  have  very  justly  remarked  in  your  letter  to 
me,  the  dose  constantly  requires  doubling  until 
prostration  and  death  ensue. 

What  we  may  do  this  year  in  redeeming  our 
country  from  this  stupefying  lethargy,  may  become 
impossible  the  next;  until  we  have  fixed  upon  us 
one  of  tile  greatest  curses  that  can  scourge  a civiliz- 
ed community,  an  inconvertible  paper  currency. — 
When  tliis  evil  comes  in  its  full  potency,  and  paper 
is  rejected  universally  as  a legal  tender  by  private 
creditors,  as  well  as  that  great  public  creditor,  the 
government,  and  the  sheriff  will  take  nothing  but 
coin  for  his  levies,  then  revolution  and  bloodshed 
are  not  long  in  the  rear.  It  is  in  a period  like  this 
that  the  great  authority  to  which  I have  before  re- 
ferred, says:  “That  a man  can  neither  earn  or  buy 
a dinner  without  a speculation.  What  he  receives 
in  the  morning  will  not  have  the  same  value  at 
night.  What  he  is  compelled  to  take  as  pay  for  an 
old  debt,  will  not  be  received  as  the  same  when  he 
comes  to  pay  a debt  contracted  by  himself,  nor  will 
it  be  the  same  when  by  prompt  payment  he  would 
avoid  contracting  any  debt  at  all.  Industry  must 
wither  away.  Econom}'  must  be  driven  from  your 
country-  Careful  provision  will  have  no  existence. 
Who  will  labor  without  knowing  the  amount  of  his 
pay?  Who  will  study  to  increase  what  none  can 
estimate?  Who  will  accumulate,  when  he  does  not 
know  the  value  of  what  he  saves?  If  you  abstract 
it  from  its  uses,  in  gaining  to  accumulate  your  pa- 
per wealth,  it  would  be,  not  the  providence  of  a 
man,  but  the  distempered  instinct  of  a jack-daw.” 

The  picture  of  the  condition  of  the  currency  in 
France,  during  her  portentous  revolution  is  the  type 
of  what  in  the  process  of  time  must  be  the  state  of 
our  own,  if  the  efforts  of  every  man  in  the  country, 
who  has  the  smallest  influence  adventitious  or  di- 
rect, is  not  strenuously  applied  to  our  redemption 
from  the  dark  calamity  with  which  we  are  threaten- 
ed. The  banks  in  the  principal  commercial  cities 
may  do  much  to  bring  about  this  desirable  result,  but 
without  the  cordial  co-operation  of  government, 
they  can  do  nothing. 

Anxious  that  this  aid  of  government,  should  be 
afforded,  I have  referred  with  all  possible  modera- 
tion to  those  topics  of  exasperation  by  the  tendency 
of  which  it  is  designed  to  fix  upon  the  past  and 
present  administration,  the  entire  responsibility  of 
those  disasters  into  which  we  have  been  precipitat- 
ed. I could  have  made  this  letter  redolent  of  sar- 
casm and  vituperation  against  those  in  power.  But 
my  object  wa3  not  to  say  harsh  things,  to  augment 
existing  difficulties  or  widen  the  breach  already 
subsisting  between  the  government  and  the  sup- 
porters of  your  institution.  I deemed  it  better  in 
the  spirit  of  conciliation  to  bring  the  power  of  a 
man  of  your  eminent  influence  to  bear  in  accom- 
plishing an  effective  remedy  for  the  evils  under 
which  we  are  suffering,  I believe  the  government 
with  yourself  and  a few  of  the  leading  banks  in 
the  commercial  cities  of  the  union  can  in  a very 
short  period  after  the  meeting  of  congress,  apply 
this  remedy.  But  if  in  preference  to  a course  of 
united  and  harmonious  action,  of  forbearance,  tem- 
perance and  moderation,  the  effort  should  be  made 
to  obtain  an  uncompromising  and  unqualified  re- 
charter  of  a bank  of  the  United  States;  if  in  prefer- 
ence to  looking  singly  to  a cure  of  public  calami- 
ties, those  in  opposition  should  alone  seek  to  con- 
vict the  present  administration  of  tile  exclusive 
guilt  of  bringing  ruin  on  the  country,  and  this 


effort  i in  ■ l In r li  - purpose  oi  anon., mg  So 
new  Candida:*,  lor  the  presidency,  depend  upon 
it,  from  this  convulsion  of  taction  vve  are  destined 
to  pass  through  a crisis  the  darkness  of  which  no 
man  can  estimate  or  foretell.  I cannot  believe  that 
the  co-operation  of  t he  executive  ol  the  United 
States,  will  be  withheld  in  uniting  on  some  safe 
and  practicable  scheme  for  relieving  the  country 
from  these  calamities.  The  crisis  demands  that  lie 
should  rise  above  the  mere  trammels  ol  party.  To 
tins  be  will  be  impelled  by  those  impulses  of  bis 
own  ambition  which  must  find  its  aliment  in  the 
safety,  honor  and  happiness  of  his  country. 

But  in  the  work  of  remedy  and  conciliation, 
your  institution  may  he  made  the  rallying  point. — 
Let  us  then  leave  no  efiort  untried  to  accomplish 
this  result.  On  it  depend  the  public  credit,  honor, 
peace  and  prosperity  of  our  country. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself, 
with  great  esteem  and  consideration,  veiy  respect- 
fully, your  ob’t  servant,  J.  HAMILTON. 

SEMINOLE  CAMPAIGN. 

From  the  Globe. 

D.L.  CLINCH’S  REPLY  TO  GOVERNOR  CASS. 

Refuge,  Camden  county.  Geo.  May  13,  1837. 

I have  seen  in  the  Globe  of  the  15th  ult.  a long 
article,  over  the  signature  of  Lewis  Cass,  purport- 
ing to  be  a defence  of  that  gentleman  against  cer- 
tain imputations  in  regard  to  tile  operatians  in  Flo- 
rida while  secretary  of  war.  In  noticing  this  very 
plausible  and  diplomatic  appeal  to  the  feelings  ol  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  which  I feel  impelled 
to  do,  from  a sense  of  justice  to  myself  as  well  as 
to  my  fellow  countrymen,  I shall  confine  myself  to 
such  parts  of  it  as  relate  to  my  evidence  beiore  the 
court  of  inquiry,  and  the  operations  in  Florida, 
while  I commanded  in  that  section  of  country.  To 
enable  the  public  to  form  a fair  and  honest  opinion 
on  the  subjects  under  consideration,  I shall  exhibit 
a plain,  unvarnished  statement  of  facts  contained 
in  letters  addressed  to,  and  received  from,  the  dif- 
ferent bureaus  of  the  war  department,  with  a few 
brief  remarks  on  the  most  important  events  that  oc- 
curred, from  the  date  of  the  order  assigning  me  to 
the  command  of  the  troops  iri  Florida,  up  to  the 
time  1 was  relieved  in  that  command  by  major  ge- 
neral Scoit.  The  first  object  of  governor  Cass  ap- 
pears to  be  to  enlist  the  sympathies  of  the  public, 
by  trying  to  make  it  appear  that  he  had  been  at- 
tacked and  injured  by  myself  and  others;  expresses 
his  unwillingness  to  remain  under  the  imputations 
that  I so  cavalierly  cast  on  him;  complains  of  his 
being  far  from  home,  of  want  of  documents,  &.c.  Hie. 
I must  here  beg  to  state,  that  I was  not  an  officious 
or  volunteer  witness  before  the  court  of  inquiry. — 
The  summons  from  that  court  found  me  on  my 
plantation,  surrounded  by  my  family  and  friends, 
and  far  from  the  noise  and  bustle  of  public  life  or 
political  excitement.  And,  if  I know  myself,  with- 
out malice  or  hate  against  any  one.  And  if  I be- 
lieved I had  been  wronged  by  those  in  authority, 
these  wrongs  bad  not  been  obtruded  on  the  public, 
nor  were  they  exhibited  before  the  court.  Nothing 
transpired  while  I was  before  the  court  that  author- 
ised major  general  Scott  to  make  the  gratuitous  re- 
marks he  did.  in  relation  to  part  of  my  evidence, 
when  summing  up  his  defence  before  that  tribunal, 
on  which  governor  Cass  seized  with  such  avidity, 
ami  which  enabled  him  to  make  several  sarcastic 
flourishes;  but,  unfortunately  for  him,  they  were  as 
impotent  and  pointless  as  his  other  efforts  in  that 
line.  My  acquaintance  with  governor  Cass  is  en- 
tirely official.  Tire  opinion  I expressed  before  the 
court  in  reference  to  his  want  of  energy  and  milita- 
ry forecast  in  the  management  of  the  war  depart- 
ment, was  elicited  by  a question  from  the  court, 
and  had  been  formed  after  a close  observation  of  his 
official  acts  generally,  and  particularly  on  the  oc- 
currences that  had  taken  place  ’n  Florida.  This 
opinion,  I believe,  accords  with  that  of  nine-tenths 
of  the  officers  of  the  army;  and  is  strongly  sustain- 
ed by  the  opinion  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  gen. 
Scott,  as  well  as  by  governor  Cass’s  own  showing. 
If  I have  been  mistaken  as  to  the  political  dreams 
and  aspirations  of  governor  Cass,  and  should  have 
said  any  tiling  that  injured  his  feelings,  I regret  it, 
and  freely  ask  his  forgiveness;  and,  if  this  is  not  sa- 
tisfactory, will  make  any  other  reparation  that  an 
honorable  man  should  ask  of  another.  Having  pre- 
viously stated  that  I had  no  personal  acquaintance 
with  governor  Cass,  I am  not  conscious  of  enter- 
taining towards  him  any  unkind  feelings,  nor  would 
I willingly,  if  I could,  take  from  him  the  smallest 
honor  he  has  already,  or  he  may  hereafter,  acquire 
in  his  public  career,  nor  throw  a straw  in  his  politi- 
cal path.  I have  long  held  his  high  literary  attain- 
ments in  much  respect,  and  feel  conscious  of  the 
many  difficulties  under  which  I labor  in  being  forc- 
ed before  the  public  by  a gentleman  of  such  acquire- 
ments, and  surrounded  as  he  is  by  the  glitter  of  high 


official  station,  and  shielded  as  sou  pears  iu 
feel  himseli  by  the  mantle  oi  the  late  president. 
1 have  full  confidence,  however,  in  the  sound  good 
sense  and  justice  of  my  countrymen,  and  will  abide 
any  decision  they  may  think  proper  to  make  on  the 
facts  which  I shall  endeavor  to  lay  beiore  them. 

For  the  better  information  oi  'tlie  reader,  I will 
commence  as  far  back  as  October,  1834.  On  the 
first  of  that  month,  there  were  three  nominal  com- 
panies ol  regular  troops  in  southern  Florida,  and 
stationed  as  follows:  one  at  Key  West,  one  at  St. 
Augustine,  and  one  at  Fort  King.  And  in  the 
course  of  that  month,  captains  Russell  and  Graham, 
then  at  Fort  King,  after  v\  finessing  a large  meeting 
of  the  Seminoles,  and  their  strong  dislike  to  a com- 
pliance with  (he  stipulations  of  the  treaty  made  at 
Payne’s  Landing,  wrote  to  the  adjutant  general, 
from  which  the  follow  ing  extract  is  taken: 

Camp  King,  (Florida),  October  27,  1834. 

Sir:  So  far  from  giving  any  tiling  like  a direct, 
reasonable  or  even  respectable  answer  to  the  ques- 
tions thus  submitted  by  the  agent,  a majority  ol  in 
fluential  chiefs  have  openly  displayed  a temper  and 
disposition  in  reference  to  their  intended  removal, 
that  fully  satisfies  us  that  they  are  fixed  in  their  de- 
termination to  disregard  the  obligations  imposed 
upon  them  by  the  said  treaty.  Believing  them  to 
be  wilfully  faithless,  we  Peel  it  a solemn  duty  to 
suggest  respectfully  to  the  war  department  the  ob- 
vious necessity  of  marshalling  a force  in  and  near 
the  Indian  border  immediately,  sufficiently  impos- 
ing to  awe  these  deluded  chiefs  into  a proper  re- 
spect for  and  submission  to  their  solemn  treaty,  and 
thus  perhaps  prevent  disastrous  consequences,  which 
may  otherwise  result  from  their  delusion.  We 
therefore  respectfully  submit,  for  the  consideration 
of  tlie  honorable  the  secretary  of  war,  that  this  post 
be  strengthened  by  the  addition  ot  lour  or  five  com- 
panies, and  that  as  many  more  be  stationed  at  Can- 
tonment Brooke,  Tampa  Bay,  as  early  as  possible. 
This  management  will  afford  protection  to  this  post, 
the  white  settlers  around  the  Indian  border,  and  aw  e 
those  deluded  people  into  a proper  respect  for  their 
treaty  with  the  United  Stales. 

J.  B.  F.  RUSSELL,  capt.  U.  S.  army. 

WM.  M.  GRAHAM,  capt.  4th  infaninj. 

To  gen.  R.  Jones,  adj.  gen.  U.  S.  army,  Washington. 

In  the  course  of  a month  or  two  after  the  date  of 
this  letter,  three  nominal  companies  were  sent  to 
Fort  Brooke,  Tampa  Bay,  and  notone  to  Fort  King. 
In  November,  1834,  order  No.  72  was  issued,  one 
paragraph  of  which  directed  me  to  take  command 
of  all  the  troops  in  Florida,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  extract: 

Adj.  gen.  office,  Washington,  Nov.  24, 1834. 
Order  No.  72. 

Brevet  brigadier  general  Clinch,  colonel  of  the 
4th  infantry,  is,  for  the  present,  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  all  the  troops  stationed  in  Florida,  and  will 
take  post,  &c. 

(Signed)  R.  JONES , adjutant  general. 

After  having  assumed  the  command,  pursuant  to 
order  No.  72,  I wrote,  on  the  25th  December,  1S34, 
to  the  adjutant  general,  and  remonstrated  against 
the  small  force  placed  under  my  command,  and  in 
reply  was  informed  that  my  services  in  Florida  were 
considered  of  importance,  and  that  it  was  uncertain 
to  what  amountthe  force  might  be  increased;  which 
clearly  implied  that  whatever  the  number  might  be 
augmented  to,  I would  still  retain  the  command. 
On  the  22d  January,  1835,  I addressed  a letter  to 
the  adjutant  general,  from  which  the  following  is 
extracted: 

Fort  King,  22 d,  January,  183-5. 

“Sir:  I wrote  to  you  a few  days  since,  via  St. 
Augustine,  but  as  the  letter  may  not  reach  you  as 
soon  as  by  the  regular  and  mail  route,  I have 
thought  it  proper  (o  w'rite  you  again  on  the  subject 
which  formed  part  of  my  last  communication.  In 
that  communication  I stated,  that,  if  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  government  to  remove  the  Seminole 
Indians  west  in  the  spring,  with  or  without  their 
consent,  it  would  be  necessary,  in  my  opinion,  to 
send  lour  additional  companies  to  this’  post,  tw’o  to 
Fort  Brooke,  and  two  six  pounders  to  each  post. 
The  more  I see  of  this  tribe  of  Indians,  tile  more 
fully  am  I convinced  that  they  have  not  the  least 
intention  of  fulfilling  (heir  treaty  stipulations,  unless 
compelled  to  do  so  by  a stronger  force  than  mere 
words.  Their  minds  have  been  so  completely  per- 
verted by  a set  of  interested  and  designing  men, 
that  no  argument  or  reasoning  will  have  the  least 
influence  with  them,  except  the  argument  of  force; 
and  if  a sufficient  military  force  to  overcome  them 
is  not  sent  into  the  nation,  they  will  not  be  removed, 
and  the  whole  frontier  may  be  laid  waste  by  a com- 
bination of  the  Indians,  Indian  negoes,  and  the  ne- 
groes on  (he  plantations.  It  is  useless  to  mince 
this  question:  it  should  be  met,  and  met  firmly,  if 
their  treaty  is  to  be  carried  into  effect:  and  I do  not 
hesitate  to  state,  and  I do  so  from  some  knowledge 
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of  the  Indian  character,  that  a large  majority  of  this 
nation  have  not  the  most  distant  idea  of  going  west, 
and  that  they  will  not  do  so  unless  compelled  by  a 
strong  military  force.  I have  therefore  felt  it  my 
duty  to  make  known  to  the  general-in-chief  my 
views  on  this  subject,  and  to  call  for  a sufficient 
military  force  completely  equipped  for  active  field 
service,  (and  not  with  thirteen  rounds  of  cartridge 
per  man),  so  as  to  enable  me  to  assume  an  attitude 
that  the  government  may  think  proper  to  order  me 
to  take,  in  relation  to  this  wilfully  deluded  tribe.” 

From  which  it  will  be  seen,  that,  with  a copy  of 
the  letter  of  capts.  Russell  and  Graham,  calling  for 
ten  companies,  I urged  the  necessity  of  sending  six 
additional  companies  into  the  country,  only  four  of 
which  were  sent,  amounting  in  all  to  not  more  than 
one  hundred  and  sixty  men  fit  for  active  service — 
nine  companies  less  than  had  been  actually  called  for 
between  October,  1S34  and  January,  1835;  I do  not 
mention  these  facts  with  the  intention  of  inducing 
the  reader  to  believe  that  if  the  first  requisition  had 
been  fully  complied  with,  I should  have  required 
the  full  number  of  companies  called  for  in  rny  letter 
of  the  22d  January,  but  to  prove  the  unwillingness 
there  was,  on  the  part  of  the  head  of  the  war  de- 
partment, to  comply  with  the  requisition  made  from 
Florida.  But  governor  Cass  tells  the  public  in  the 
face  of  these  facts,  and  builds  much  of  bis  defence 
on  his  own  assertion,  that  four  companies  were  sent 
into  Florida  on  my  requisition  of  the  22d  January, 
1835,  and  that  I was  authorised  to  call  to  my  aid  the 
company  at  Key  West,  which  I have  shown  had 
been  previously  placed  under  my  command  by  vir- 
tue of  order  No.  72,  leaving  as  he  states,  one  com- 
pany less  than  I called  for,  and  nine  less  than  had 
been  actually  called  for  in  Oct.  1834,  and  January, 
1835.  I believe  it  is  pretty  generally  known  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  that  Key  West  forms 
part  of  Florida.  That  fact  being  conceded,  and  the 
fact  of  my  having  been  placed  in  command  of  all 
the  troops  in  Florida,  by  virtue  of  order  No.  72, 
being  admitted,  I think  further  comment  on  this 
part  of  gov.  Cass’s  appeal  is  superfluous. 

Governor  Cass  tells  us  that  the  force  in  Florida, 
in  the  spring  of  1835,  was  found  by  experience  to 
be  enough,  as  it  accomplished  its  objects,  and  led 
to  a mutual  arrangement.  Before  the  public  can 
pass  an  honest  and  clear  opinion  on  this  subject,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  know  the  object  the  govern- 
ment wished  to  effect  by  sending  troops  into  Flori- 
da. If  it  was  merely  to  make  an  arrangement  with 
the  Indians  to  comply  with  their  solemn  treaty  sti- 
pulations at  a time  beyond  that  which  had  been 
agreed  on,  I will  admit  that,  after  the  most  untiring 
zeal  and  exertions  on  the  part  of  those  to  whom 
the  duty  of  making  that  arrangement  had  been  as- 
signed, a number  of  the  Seminole  Indians  did  agree 
to  comply  with  their  treaty  at  a period  more  dis- 
tant than  the  one  first  agreed  on.  But  if  the  object 
of  the  government,  in  sending  a force  into  Florida, 
was,  as  understood  at  the  time,  to  induce  the  In- 
dians to  comply  with  their  treaty,  it  has  been 
shown,  by  sad  experience,  that  it  was  totally  in- 
adequate to  effect  that  purpose.  What  effect  a 
larger  force  would  have  had  at  this  important  crisis 
in  our  Indian  affairs,  I will  leave  to  the  decision  of 
the  public. 

The  following  extracts  from  letters  addressed  to 
the  adjutant  general,  dated  on  the  1st  and  20th 
April,  1835,  previous  to  and  after  the  arrangements 
above  alluded  to  had  been  entered  into  with  the  In- 
dians, will  show'  the  disposition  made  of  the  small 
force  under  my  command  for  the  quiet  and  protec- 
tion of  the  country,  and  the  latter  paragraph  of 
each  letter  shows  most  clearly  what  were  my 
views  as  to  the  necessity  of  not  weakening  the 
force  then  in  Florida.  Two  very  urgent  requisi- 
tions for  troops,  to  be  sent  into  Florida,  had  only 
been  partially  complied  with.  Would  it  not,  then, 
whatever  I may  have  thought  on  the  subject,  have 
been  folly  to  have  made  another  requisition  for 
more  troops? 

Extract  of  a letter,  dated 

Fort  King,  April  1,  1835. 

“Should  the  chiefs  come  to  the  conclusion  to  re- 
move quietly,  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  the  pre- 
sent force  in  Florida  until  they  remove,  as  the  only 
means  of  compelling  them  to  comply  with  their  en- 
gagements.” 

Extract  from,  a letter,  dated. 

“Fort  King,  April  20,  1835. 

“I  have  the  honor  further  to  state,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  general-in-chief,  that  I have  made 
the  following  disposition  of  the  troops  placed  under 
my  command — Lieut,  col.  Fanning,  with  four  com- 
panies, will  remain  at  this  post,  and,  during  the 
four  days  I may  be  absent  from  Florida,  will  be  left 
in  command.  Brevet  major  Zantzinger  will  conti- 
nue with  his  three  companies,  at  present,  at  Fort 
Brooke,  in  command  of  the  post,  and  charged  with 
the  protection  of  that  section  of  country,  and  with 


keeping  the  Indians  w'ithin  their  southern  bounda- 
ry. Captain  Thruston,  with  his  company,  is  or- 
dered to  take  post  about  twelve  miles  north  west 
from  this,  and  near  the  boundary  line,  w'here  there 
are  comfortable  quarters  for  himself  and  command, 
and  is  charged  with  keeping  the  Indians  within 
their  north  western  boundary,  and  with  giving  pro- 
tection to  that  section  of  country.  Brevet  major 
Dade  wiil  remain  at  Key  West,  and  is  directed  to 
give  protection  to  the  settlements  near  Cape  Flori- 
da, and  to  order  within  their  limits  all  the  Indians 
that  may  be  found  in  that  quarter.  Captain  Drane 
is  ordered  to  return  with  his  company  to  Fort  Ma- 
rion, and  is  directed  to  proceed,  as  soon  after  his 
arrival  at  that  post  as  practicable,  as  far  south  as 
Indian  or  Musquito  rivers,  where  it  is  reported 
there  is  a large  number  of  Indians,  and  to  compel 
them,  and  all  others  he  may  find  between  said  ri- 
vers, and  a noted  trading  place  on  St.  John’s,  called 
Volusia,  to  return  within  their  limits,  and  is  charged 
with  the  protection  of  the  country  east  of  St.  John’s 
river.  The  four  companies  at  this  post  will  act  as 
circumstances  may  require,  and  can  be  made  com- 
fortable at  very  little  or  no  expense  to  the  govern- 
ment. I cannot  close  this  hasty  communication, 
without  giving  it  as  my  decided  opinion,  that  not  a 
soldier  shouldi  be  ordered  from  Florida  until  after 
the  removal  of  the  Indians,  as  the  least  move 
towards  diminishing  the  present  force  would  ruin 
every  thing.  I would  also  respectfully  suggest  the 
necessity  of  filling  up  the  companies  in  Florida  by 
the  1st  November.  The  recruits  intended  for  the 
five  companies  here,  and  the  company  at  Fort  Ma- 
rion, should  be  sent  direct  to  the  St.  John’s,  and 
landed  at  Picolata,  where  they  could  be  marched  to 
their  respective  posts.” 

Gov.  Cass  says,  in  another  part  of  his  appeal, 
that  there  is  still  higher  authority,  if  possible,  for 
his  justification,  “it  is  the  authority  of  general 
Clinch  himself;  he  asked  as  the  maximum  of  the 
force  which  could  be  wanted,  eleven  companies,  or 
five  hundred  and  fifty  men.  He  received  nine  com- 
panies, or  four  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  authori- 
ty to  order  the  company  from  Key  West,  making 
five  hundred  men.”  Now  what  are  the  facts,  as 
previously  shown  by  me?  It  has  been  shown  that, 
on  the  requisition  for  ten  companies,  or  five  hundred 
men,  that  three  reduced  companies,  amounting  in 
all  to  not  more  than  one  hundred  men  fit  for  active 
service,  were  sent  to  Tampa  Bay;  and,  on  the  requi- 
sitions for  six  companies,  or  three  hundred  men, 
four  companies,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and 
sixty  men  fit  for  duty,  were  sent  to  Fort  King;  five 
hundred  and  forty  less  than  was  asked  for  in  October, 

1834,  and  January,  1835,  and  one  hundred  and 
forty  less  than  I asked  for  on  the  22d  January, 

1835,  agreeably  to  governor  Cass’  own  estimate 
of  the  strength  of  companies.  I think  comment 
here  is  also  unnecessary.  He  says  that  general 
Clinch’s  estimate  was  for  companies.  I admit  the 
fact:  but  in  estimating  for  companies,  had  I not  a 
right  to  expect  that  the  vigilant  and  untiring  head 
of  the  war  department  would  have  caused  these 
companies  to  have  been  filled  to  their  maximum 
strength?  That  they  were  not  so  filled,  no  person 
had  a better  opportunity  of  knowing  than  himself. 
As  governor  Cass  seems  to  think  the  company  at 
Key  West  of  such  importance,  and  refers  to  it  so 
often,  I hope  I will  be  pardoned  for  again  noticing 
this  part  of  his  appeal.  He  says  that  “general 
Clinch  himself  considered  a less  force  than  that  he 
named,  or  even  a less  force  than  that  placed  at  his 
disposal  by  the  government,  adequate  to  the  objects 
he  had  to  attain.  He  did  not  call  to  his  aid  the 
company  from  Key  West;  and  it  is  very  important 
in  this  inquiry  to  remark  that,  while  general  Clinch 
now  accuses  the  government  of  neglecting  his 
application  for  a proper  force  during  the  whole 
season,  the  company  at  Key  West,  placed  under 
his  command  the  preceding  February,  almost  in 
sight  of  Florida,  and  not  more  than  one  day’s  sail 
from  its  shores,  was  left  by  him  on  that  island,  and 
never  reached  the  sphere  of  his  command  until  the 
21st  December.  The  order  authorising  gen.  Clinch 
to  call  it  to  his  aid  must  have  reached  him  the 
beginning  of  March.  During  nine  months,  then, 
deducting  the  few  days  necessary  to  communicate 
his  orders  to  major  Dade,  and  for  that  officer  to 
cross  over  to  the  main  land  of  Florida,  general 
Clinch  considered  his  force  sufficient,  or  he  was 
guilty  of  that  neglect  which  he  now  charges  to  the 
government.  But  still  further:  gen.  Clinch,  in  his 
letter  of  the  1st  April,  1335,  after  stating  his  belief 
that  an  arrangement  would  be  made  which  would 
quiet  the  Indians,  and  would  be  satisfactory  to  the 
government,  says  that,  should  the  chiefs  come  to 
the  conclusion  to  remove  quietly,  it  would  be  still 
necessary  to  keep  the  present  force  in  Florida. 
The  chiefs  did  consent  to  remove,  and  the  then 
present  force  was  kept  in  Florida;  nothing  more 
did  gen.  Clinch  demand.” 


I have  made  this  long  quotation  to  show  to  what 
miserable  subterfuges'  a gentleman  of  gov.  Cass’ 
reputation,  and  one  filling  the  high  station  he  now 
fills,  has  been  compelled  to  resort  in  his  attempt  to 
sustain  himself  against  the  opinion  of  a private  in- 
dividual, given  in  evidence  before  a court  of  in- 
quiry. I tiling  I have  clearly  shown,  by  the  extract 
from  general'  order  No.  72,  that  the  company  at 
Key  West  was  placed  under  my  command  by  that 
order;  and,  by  the  extract  from  my  letter  of  the 
20th  April,  what  disposition  was  thus  early  made 
of  that  company,  and  the  arduous  and  responsible 
duties  assigned  to  it;  and  it  is  also  well  known  that 
only  part  of  the  chiefs  consented  to  remove.  With 
these  facts  on  file  in  the  adjutant  general’s  office, 
and,  no  doubt  at  the  time  when  he  wrote,  at  the 
control  of  gov.  Cass,  how  could  he  write  and  pub- 
lish to  the  world,  over  his  own  signature,  an  article 
so  much  at  variance  with  facts,  and  showing  such  a 
want  of  information  as  to  the  relation  in  which  Key 
West  stands  to  Florida,  and  of  the  opinions  carried 
on  in  that  terrritory  in  1336? 

Gov.  Cass  says,  in  October,  general  Clinch  was 
authorised  to  call  for  two  more  companies,  one  from 
Pensacola,  and  one  from  Mobile,  if  he  thought  them 
necessary.  The  department  would  have  seen  by 
my  letters,  &c.  that  this  force  would  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary by  me,  and  why  not  at  once  have  given  the 
necessary  orders?  On  the  1st  September,  1835,  I 
reported  the  murder  of  private  Dolton.  On  the  .9th 
October,  1835,  I wrote  a letter  to  the  department 
from  which  the  following  is  extracted: 

Extract  of  a letter  dated 

St.  Augustine,  October  9,  1835. 

Sir;  The  time  will  soon  arrive  when  a large  num- 
ber of  the  Seminole  Indians  have  agreed  to  remove 
to  the  west. 

There  are  still,  however,  a large  number  that  are 
unwilling  to  remove,  and,  from  recent  indications, 
I am  induced  to  believe  that  force  will  have  to  be 
used  to  compel  them  to  comply  with  their  treaty 
stipulations.  When  the  peculiar  nature,  extent  and 
exposed  state  of  the  Indian  frontier  is  taken  into 
consideration,  it  will,  1 think,  be  readily  admitted 
that  the  force  placed  under  my  command  is  inade- 
quate to  enforce  a compliance  with  this  treaty,  and 
to  give  such  protection  to  the  frontier  settlements 
as  their  apprehension  from  the  Indians,  and  from 
another  species  of  population,  induce  them  to  ex- 
pect from  the  government.  Under  this  view  of  the 
subject,  I am  induced  respectfully  to  submit  a few 
remarks  for  the  consideration  of  the  general-in- 
chief, and,  if  approved  by  him,  for  that  of  the  pro- 
per department.  I consider  the  force  already  in 
Florida  sufficient  to  meet  and  control  the  whole  of 
the  refractory  Seminoles,  if  they  could  be  concen- 
trated. But  when  scattered  over  a large  extent  of 
country,  composed  of  marshes  and  swamps  that  are 
almost  impenetrable  to  the  white  man,  it  is  entirely 
inadequate  to  give  that  protection  and  quiet  to  the 
frontier  inhabitants  wdiich  they  expect. 

Frequent  applications  have  already  been  made 
from  different  sections  of  the  country  for  protection, 
in  case  we  should  have  any  difficulty  in  removing 
the  Seminoles;  and  some  of  the  most  respectable 
planters  fear  that  there  is  already  a secret  and  im- 
proper communication  carried  on  between  the  re- 
fractory Indians,  Indian  negroes,  and  some  of  the 
plantation  negroes.  For  the  better  protection  of 
the  frontier  settlements,  and  to  stop  all  intercourse 
between  the  Indians  and  plantations,  in  case  any 
difficulty  should  arise  in  removing-  the  Indians,  I 
strongly  and  respectfully  urge  and  recommend  the 
calling  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
term  of  two  or  three  months,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
mounted  volunteers,  to  be  stationed  at  such  points 
as  the  commanding  officers  may  think  best  to  effect 
the  object  in  view,  and  not  to  be  ordered  within 
the  Indian  boundary,  unless  in  case  of  absolute 
necessity.  This  force  to  be  held  ready,  but  not  to 
be  called  into  actual  service  until  required,  and  to 
be  disbanded  as  soon  as  their  services  could  be  dis- 
pensed w'ith.  This  species  of  force,  would,  in  my 
opinion,  ow’ing  to  the  nature  of  the  country,  be  the 
most  efficient,  and  least  expensive,  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  that  could  be  employed. 
Being  all  mounted,  and  all  of  them  good  woods- 
men, and  good  riders,  and  w'ell  acquainted  with 
every  part  of  the  country,  and  many  of  them  deeply 
interested  in  its  protection,  would  give  them  a de- 
cided advantage  over  anv  other  species  of  troops, 
for  the  kind  of  service  they  would  be  required  to 
perforin;  and  I have  no  doubt  they  could  be  raised 
without  any  difficulty.  I have  the  honor  further  to 
request,  that  one  of  the  revenue  cutters  stationed 
on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  may  be  ordered  to  cruise 
along  the  coast  from  Charlotte’s  Harbor  to  Tampa 
Bay,  between  the  1st  of  December  and  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary next,  and  to-operate  w'ith  brevet  maj.  Dade’s 
command,  in  oidering  in,  and  securing,  if  necessa- 
ry, all  the  Indians  they  may  find  on  their  arrival  at 
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Tampa  Bay  to  remain  subject  to  the.orders  ol  the 
officer  commanding  the  troops  in  Florida.  A small 
armed  vessel  of  that  class  would,  in  my  opinion, 
aid  our  operations  very  much,  and  could  be  placed 
on  that  kind  of  duty  for  a^hort  time,  without  the 
least  injury  to  the  revenue.” 

On  the  2:'d  October  gen.  Jones  writes  me,  that 
the  one  hundred  and  fifty  mounted  men  called  for 
in  ray  letter  of  9th  October,  could  not  he  complied 
with,  for  masons  that  are  already  before  the  public; 
but'  I was  in  lieu  thereof,  authorised  to  order  two 
companies,  viz:  those  at  Forts  Pike  and  Wood, 
(La.)  to  join  me;  which  in  addition  to  the  two  pre- 
viously ordered  from  Pensacola  and  Mobile,  would 
make  four.  In  the  absence  of  the  official  reports 
cC  those  companies,  I think  I may  safely  say  that 
they  did  not  amount  to  one  hundred  efficient  men 
for  duty  at  that  time.  Still  gov.  Cass  tells  the  public 
that,  instead  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  mounted  men, 
I had  four  companies  of  regulars  amounting  to  two 
hundred  men,  placed  under  my  orders.  So  much  for 
the  accuracy  of  this  part  of  the  governor’s  appeal, 
but  as  he  has  labored  very  hard  to  convince  the 
public  that  he  believed  in  the  correctness  of  it  him- 
self, it  may  be  as  well  to  explain  to  the  reader  the 
very  circuitous  direction  given  to  these  orders. — 
They  were  first  sent  to  meat  Fort  King,  (interior  of 
Florida),  between  which  place  and  New  Orleans 
the  mail  was  carried  once  in  two  weeks.  On 
the  receipt  of  the  order  by  me,  it  was  sent  by  the 
first  mail'  to  Forts  Pike  arid  Wood;  but  it  appears 
from  a report  made  by  lieut.  Grayson,  who  stands 
deservedly  high  for  promptness,  integrity  and  ta- 
lents, that  it  did  not  reach  Fort  Wood  before  the  4th 
of  December,  and  I suppose  the  copy  sent  to  Fort 
Pike  was  received  there  about  the  same  time,  and 
that  the  two  companies  did  not  arrive  at  Tampa 
Bay  until  towards  the  last  of  the  month.  Here  it 
will  be  seen  that  an  order,  issued  at  the  war  depart- 
ment on  the  22d  of  October,  did  not  owing  to  the 
circuitous  direction  given  to  it,  reach  its  proper  des- 
tination until  the  4th  of  December;  whereas,  if  two 
or  six  companies  had  have  been  promptly  ordered 
from  the  posts  on  the  Atlantic,  they  could  have 
joined  me  in  the  course  ol  eight  or  ten  days.  On 
the  17th  of  October,  1S35,  I wrote  a letter  to  the 
adjutant  general,  which  was  received  in  Washing- 
ton January  "1st,  (and  the  application  not  granted), 
from  which  the  following  extract  is  taken: 

Extract  from,  a Idler,  dated 

October  17,  1S35. 

cir.:  JYly  first  -wish  is  to  carry  out  the  humane 
and  benevolent  views  of  the  government,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Seminole  Indians,  in  the  way  most  con- 
ducive to  their  happiness  and  comfort,  and  least 
expensive  to  the  nation.  With  these  objects  con- 
stantly in  view.  I may  have  rather  under  estimated 
the  means  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  views 
and  plans  of  the  government.  By  referring,  how- 
ever, to  my  letter  of  the  18th  January  last,  you  will 
perceive  that  I requested  that  six  companies  might 
be  added  to  the  command  in  Florida,  four  of  which 
only  were  ordered  to  Fort  King.  In  my  commu- 
nication of  the  8th  instant,  I state  I consider  the 
force  already  in  Florida  sufficient  to  meet  a d con- 
trol the  whole  of  the  refractory  Seminoles,  if  they 
could  be  concentrated.  But  when  scattered  over  a 
large  extent  of  country,  composed  of  marshes  and 
swamps  that  are  almost  impenetrable  to  the  White 
man,  it  is  entirely  inadequate  to  give  that  protec- 
tion and  quiet  to  the  frontier  inhabitants  which 
they  expect.  Since  writing  the  foregoing,  I have 
been  informed  by  assistant  surgeon  Archer,  that 
a hundred  of  the  command  now  at  Fort  King  have 
been  more  or  less  sick  within  the  last  two  or  three 
months,  and  although  many  of  them  are  fit  for  gar- 
rison duly,  and  most  of  the  others  are  convalescent, 
they  cannot  be  relied  on  for  active  and  efficient  ser- 
vice; I have,  therefore,  the  honor  respectfully  to 
request,  that  three  additional  companies  be  ordered 
to  Fort  King,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable, 
with  an  ample  supply  of  ball  and  buck-shot  cart- 
ridges.” 

On  the  9th  of  December  T requested  lour  addi- 
tional companies  to  be  sent  to  me  with  the  least 
possible  delay,  not  in  lieu  of  the  companies  ordered 
from  the  Gulf,  as  asserted  by  governor  Cass,  but 
four  additional  companies,  completely  prepared  to 
take  the  field,  &c.  as  will  appear  by  the  following 
extract: 

Extract  from  a letter,  dated 
Fort  Defiance,  (Micanopy),  Dec.  9,  1835. 

“The  loss  of  the  vessel  with  our  supplies  has 
caused  much  inconvenience,  as  it  takes  a consi- 
derable part  of  our  small  force  to  protect  the  boats 
and  wagons  engaged  in  transporting  provisions. 

“The  uncertainty  as  to  the  time  when  the  com- 
panies ordered  from  Louisiana  will  reach  Tampa, 
and  the  distance  they  will  have  to  march  through  a 
ho-dilc  country  before  they  can  join  my  command, 
induces  me  to  request  that  four  additional  compa- 


nies be  ordered  to  join  me  with  the  least  possible 
delay,  completely  prepared  to  take  the  field,  with  a 
good  supply  of  ball  and  buck-shot  cartridges. 

“All  the  information  I receive  in  relation  to  the 
movements  of  the  Indians  represent  them  being  in 
considerable  force,  and  manifesting  a determination 
to  engage  in  murder  and  plunder.  It  appears,  also, 
that  they  are  joined  by  the  negroes,  and  if  they  are 
not  promptly  put  down,  the  spirit  may  extend  to 
the  plantations. 

“D.  L.  CLINCH,  bvl.  brig,  general. 

“ To  bid.  brig.  gen.  R.  Jones,  adj’t  gen.” 

It  will  be  seen,  by  referring  back  to  the  extract 
from  my  letter  of  the  20th  April,  the  disposition 
made  of  the  small  force  under  my  command  to  givb 
quiet  and  protection  to  the  country;  and  I now  take 
great  pleasure  in  saying,  that  no  part  of  the  Ameri- 
can army  ever  had  more  arduous  and  trying  duties 
assigned  them  than  were  assigned  to  this  gallant 
little  command;  and  no  part  of  it  ever  acquitted 
themselves  more  to  the  honor  of  their  country  than 
they  did  during  the  whole  of  that  service.  The 
company  at  Key  West,  instead  of  remaining  idle 
as  stated  by  governor  Cass,  was  entirely  employed 
in  watching  over  the  interest  of  a very  exposed  and 
important  part  of  Florida.  It  has  been  shown  that, 
when  I assumed  the  command  of  all  the  troops  in 
Florida  pursuant  to  order  No.  72,  there  were  six 
companies  in  that  territory;  and  that,  previous  to 
that  time,  ten  companies  had  been  required,  and 
only  three  sent.  That  immediately  after  assuming 
the  command,  that  is  on  the  22d  January,  1835,  I 
strongly  recommended  the  sending  into  Florida  six 
companies;  only  four  of  which  were  sent.  In  my 
letters  of  the  1st  and  12th  of  April,  I show  the  dis- 
position made  of  the  troops,  and  urge  that  not  a 
man  be  withdrawn  from  Florida.  That  on  the  9th 
October,  1835,  I strongly  recommended  the  raising 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  mounted  volunteers,  the 
placing  a revenue  cutter  at  my  disposal,  and  called 
for  three  companies  of  regular  troops.  The  two 
first  recommendations  were  not  complied  with,  but 
I was  authorised  in  that  month  to  order  four  com- 
panies from  the  posts  on  the  Gulf,  and  that  two  of 
these  did  not  arrive  at  Tampa  Bay  until  towards 
the  last  of  December,  1835;  and  when  there,  the 
four  companies  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  ef- 
ficient men  for  duty.  That  on  the  9th  December  I 
requested  four  additional  companies  should  be 
promptly  sent  to  me,  which  was  refused.  If  the 
president  had  not  the  authority  to  raise  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  mounted  volunteers,  why  were  not 
three  hundred  regulars  promptly  sent  from  the 
posts  on  the  Atlantic,  in  compliance  with  the  calls 
mace  In  October,  as  also  the  four  companies,  or 
two  hundred  men,  called  for  on  the  9th  of  Decem- 
ber? If  prompt  and  energetic  measures  had  been 
taken  on  the  part  of  the  secretary  of  war,  the  whole 
number  required  (on  iny  own  requisition)  could 
have  reached  me  by  the  last  of  December,  and 
would  have  given  me  a disposable  force  of  seven 
hundred  and  forty  regulars,  instead  of  two  hundred, 
on  the  31st  December,  1835.  Still,  in  the  face  of 
these  facts,  governor  Cass  comes  forward  and 
states,  “as  a matter  of  fact,  that  general  Clinch  had 
a far  greater  force  under  his  command  than  he  ever 
requi,-.  d."  But  here  the  diplomatist  again  shows 
his  true  character,  rinding  that  he  had  gone  too 
far  lor  the  most  credulous  reader,  he  qualifies  what 
he  had  just  asserted  as  a matter  of  fact,  by  saying, 
“I  do  not  mean  that  he  called  them  together — with 
that  I had  no  concern;  I have  only  to  show  that 
proper  measures  for  that  purpose  were  taken  by  the 
war  department,  and  I have  shown  that  these  mea- 
sures ought  to  have  given  general  Clinch  the  full 
complement  of  regular  troops  asked  for.”  But  has 
the  head  of  the  war  department  nothing  to  do  but 
to  issue  his  mandates  at  Washington,  whether 
practicable  or  not,  and  fold  his  arms,  let  the  conse- 
quences to  his  country  be  ever  so  disastrous,  with- 
out holding  himself  at  all  responsible?  I hardly 
think  the  American  people  are  yet  prepared  for  this 
irresponsible  doctrine.  I will  here  request  the  at- 
tention of  the  reader  to  the  following  extract  from  a 
letter  T addressed  to  the  adjutant  general,  on  the 
26th  December,  1835: 

Extract  from . a Idler,  dated 

Fort,  Dranc.  Dec.  26,  1835. 

“Brigadier  general  Call,  commanding  the  Florida 
volunteers,  formed  a junction  with  me  on  the  21st 
instant. 

“Every  military  man,  who  knows  any  thing 
about  this  section  of  country,  will  agree  in  the  opi- 
nion that  there  is  no  part  of  Ihe  United  States  so 
hard  to  protect  or  defend  as  the  one  we  shall  have 
to  operate  in,  and  my  means  of  every  kind  are  on 
the  most  contracted  and  limited  scale. 

“ I he  troops  ordered  to  the  west,  not  heard  from 
yet;  nor  not  a word  from  commodore  Dallas,  in  re- 
lation to  the  armed  vessel.  The  wagons,  hospital 
and  other  tents,  required  last  fall,  not  yet  arrived. 


“I  also  regret  to  say  that  many  of  the  officers 
are  still  absent  from  their  companies,  nor  have  I 
heard  any  thing  from  the  assistant  quartermaster  I 
requested  to  be  ordered  to  join  the  troops  in  Flori- 
da; and  it  is  of  the  very  first  importance,  in  ope- 
rating in  a country  like  this,  to  have  the  services  of 
an  experienced,  active  and  efficient  quartermaster. 

“From  the  general  defection,  and  determined 
hostile  attitude  of  the  Seminole  nation,  I am  now 
fully  of  the  opinion  that  there  should  be  at  least 
twelve  hundred  regular  troops,  and  five  hundred 
mounted  men,  in  Florida,  so  as  to  enable  the  com- 
manding officer  to  have  one  thousand  regulars  and 
five  hundred  mounted  volunteers  in  Ihe  field,  as  we 
cannot  rely,  for  any  great  length  of  time,  on  the 
services  of  the  volunteers,  composed  as  they  are, 
in  many  instances,  of  the  most  wealthy  and  re- 
spectable gentlemen  in  the  country.” 

About  the  2d  December,  I found  it  necessary  to 
appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  the  people  of  East  Flo- 
rida. to  rally  in  defence  of  the  wives,  the  children 
and  firesides  ol  those  oi  tneir  leuow  citizens  who 
were  most  exposed  to  the  scalping  knife  of  the  in- 
cendiary Indians,  which  met  with  a prompt  and 
generous  response.  In  the  course  of  a lew  days, 
it  was  considered  necessary  to  extend  the  appeal  to 
other  sections  of  Florida,  which  was  also  promptly 
and  generously  met;  and  in  the  course  of  a short 
time,  five  hundred  volunteers  were  raised  and 
placed  under  the  immediate  command  of  brigadier 
general  Call,  by  order  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  then  ef- 
ficient secretary  and  acting  governor  of  Florida. — 
It  will  be  seen  from  the  extract  of  my  letter  of  the 
26th  December,  1835,  that  this  force  joined  me  on 
the  21st  of  that  month.  These  volunteers  had 
been  called  out  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  and  for 
one  month  only.  It  will  also  be  borne  in  mind 
that,  at  this  time,  I had  received  no  authority  from 
the  war  department  to  raise  or  receive  volunteers 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  gov.  Cass’ 
statement  to  tne  contrary  notwithstanding;  and 
their  not  having  been  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  general  government,  I could  have  no  legal  or 
lawful  authority  over  them.  Their  junction  with, 
and  placing  themselves  under  my  orders,  were  vo- 
luntary acts  on  their  part,  and  my  right  to  exercise 
authority  over  them  ceased  with  their  willing  obe- 
dience to  that  authority. 

It  will  he  seen  that  I had  no  reason  to  expect  a 
reinforcement  of  regulars  before  the  expiration  of 
the  term  for  which  the  volunteers  had  agreed  to 
serve.  Thus  situated,  I determined  to  seek  the 
enemy,  and  met  him  on  the  31st  December.  On 
arriving  at  the  Ouithlacoochie  river,  about  day- 
light, oil  the  morning  of  the  31st  December,  in- 
stead of  finding  it  fordable,  as  had  been  represent- 
ed by  the  guide,  or  the  small  insignificant  stream 
represented  by  gov.  Cass,  it  was  found  to  be  bold 
and  deep.  Orders  were,  however,  immediately 
given  to  cross  it,  when  two  brave  soldiers  of  the 
then  galiard,  but  now  lamented  captain  Mellon’s 
company,  (whose  names  I regret  I do  not  now  re- 
collect), swam  the  river,  and  brought  over  an  old 
canoe,  in  which  the  regulars  commenced  crossing, 
and  after  some  ineffectual  attempts  to  construct  a 
bridge,  a few  of  the  volunteers  commenced  swim- 
ming their  horses,  preparing  rafts,  &c.  Lieut,  col. 
Fanning  was  ordered,  on  crossing,  to  select  the 
most  eligible  position,  and  to  form  his  command  as 
fast  as  they  crossed.  I some  time  after  crossed  my- 
self, and  while  superintending  those  who  were  en- 
gaged in  swimming  horses,  building  rafts,  Ike.  the 
rille  of  the  enemy  was  heard,  which  was  the  first 
signal  of  the  hard-fought  but  victorious  battle  of 
the  31st  December,  1835;  a briel  and  plain  account 
of  which,  based  on  the  most  accurate  information 
then  in  my  possession,  was  given  to  the  public 
through  the  channel  of  the  war  department.  Dur- 
ing the  hottest  part  of  the  engagement,  discovering 
that  the  volunteers  did  not  come  up  as  I expected, 
I dispatched  col.  Reid  with  orders  to  gen.  Call  to 
bring  up  his  volunteers  as  soon  as  possible.  Soon 
after  the  last  charge  had  been  made  by  the  gallant 
regulars,  and  the  small  band  of  brave  volunteers  who 
nobly  aided  them,  end  the  enemy  routed  and  silenc- 
ed, col.  Reid  returned  to  the  field  accompanied  by 
gen.  Call;  and  on  their  approaching  near  to  where  I 
was,  1 put  my  horse  in  motion,  and  on  meeting 
them,  and  not  seeing  any  of  the  volunteers  with 
gen.  Call,  I asked  him  where  were  his  volunteers; 
to  which  he  replied  “at  their  posts.”  After  a few' 
other  remarks  not  now  recollected,  general  Call 
observed,  that  in  riding  from  the  river,  he  had  pass- 
ed near  to  where  the  killed  and  wounded  had  been 
taken;  that  the  number  was  very  great,  and  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  follow  up  the  success  alrea- 
dy obtained,  without  sacrificing  those  noble  fellows; 
that  it  was  getting  late,  and  that  a good  many  of  the 
volunteers  were  still  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  ri- 
ver. After  a moment’s  reflection,  and  a short  cort- 
sultation,  I determined  at  every  hazard  to  protect 
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the  wounded,  and  have  the  dead  buried,  and  gave 
orders  to  remove  them  across  the  river.  Having 
kept  possession  of  the  field  for  more  than  two  hours 
aicer  the  fight,  the  troops  were  ordered  to  recross, 
which  they  did  in  the  most  perfect  order.  It  is 
impossible  for  a commanding  general  to  observe 
every  tiling  that  occurs  on  a field  of  battle.  His  re- 
ports are  made  out  from  bis  own  observations,  and 
the  best  information  he  can  obtain  from  others. 
Many  circumstances  must  necessarily  happen, 
which  he  can  know  nothing  of  at  the  time.  The 
official  report  of  the  battle  of  the  31st  was  made  out 
in  much  haste,  in  the  midst  of  the  wounded,  in  the 
hurry  and  bustle  of  the  departure  of  the  volunteers, 
(whose  term  of  service  had  expired),  and  no  doubt 
contains  some  unintentional  inaccuracies.  I will 
here  briefly  answer  the  question  30  often  asked,  and 
which  is  repeated  by  governor  Cass,  why  was  not 
the  whole  volunteer  force  in  the  engagement? 
When  I made  my  official  report,  I was  under  the 
impression,  from  a conversation  held  with  spn  Cal1 
a snort  time  previous  to  my  crossing  the  river,  in 
which  he  stated  that  a small  number  of  the  volun- 
teers from  middle  Florida  had  expressed  an  unwil- 
lingness to  cross  on  account  of  the  shortness  of  the 
time  they  had  to  serve,  that  many  others,  acting 
under  the  same  views  and  feelings,  had  refused  to 
cross.  I have  since  been  informed  by  many  of  the 
volunteer  officers  and  men,  that  general  Call  gave 
a positive  order  to  the  volunteers  that  no  man  should 
cross,  and  actually  formed  those  on  the  north  side, 
to  receive  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  should  one  be 
made.  Now  if  this  statement  be  true,  and  I pre- 
sume there  can  be  but  little  doubt  on  the  subject, 
what  does  it  prove?  Nothing  more  nor  less  than 
that  gen.  Cali  committed  an  error  of  judgment,  in 
being  over  cautious  in  protecting  the  rear,  when 
the  front  and  advance  of  the  army  were  engaged  in 
a death  struggle  for  victory,  with  a savage  and  fe- 
rocious enemy  of  three  times  tin-i  • number,  pro- 
tected, too,  by  a dense  cypress  swamp,  and  that  the 
volunteers  were  not  to  biame  lor  obeying  the  order. 
Some  of  these  volunteers  did,  however,  cross  the 
liver  after  the  fight  commenced,  (although  not  in 
time  to  join  in  tile  conflict),  and  rendered  import- 
ant service  by  forming  on  the  flanks,  which  gave 
strength  and  security  to  the  front,  while  the  killed 
and  wounded  were  being  reconveyed  over  the  ri- 
ver. When  gen.  Call  told  me  on  the  field  that  the 
volnnteers  were  at  their  post,  I had  a right  to  ex- 
pect, from  his  previous  standing  as  an  officer,  that 
he  had  disposed  of  them  to  the  best  of  his  judgment. 
I certainly  owed  gen.  Call  nothing,  and  could  have 
no  motive  or  object  in  wishing  to  conceal  either  his 
acts  or  my  own,  on  that  day,  from  public  scrutiny. 
In  the  course  of  a long  military  career,  I defy  any 
one  to  say  that  I ever  attempted  to  raise  myself,  by 
detracting  from  the  merits  of  others,  nor  have  1 
ever  cast  unnecessary  censure  on  any  one.  I have 
thought  it  necessary  to  say  thus  much,  in  explana- 
tion of  my  official  report  of  the  31st  December,  not 
to  gratify  governor  Cass,  but  in  justice  to  the  ge- 
nerous and  abused  volunteers  and  people  of  Florida. 
But  whence  this  new-born  zeal  on  the  part  of  the 
late  secretary  tor  the  character  and  honor  of  our 
gallant  little  army,  a few  years  since  the  just  pride 
of  a grateful  country?  What  was  done  for  those 
brave  and  gallant  spirits  who  so  nobly  sustained  the 
honor  of  the  army  and  glory  of  their  country  on  the 
3 1st  December,  183-5?  Were  any  of  them  prompt- 
ly breveted  for  their  gallant  bearing  on  that  occa- 
sion? And  how  many  of  them  were  promoted  into 
the  new  regiment  that  was  raised  last  winter?  Those 
honeyed  and  flattering  encomiums  on  that  gallant 
but  neglected  little  band  come  too  late  to  effect  the 
object  the  writer  had  in  view.  But  if  governor 
Cass  believed  that  my  official  report  was  not  suffi- 
ciently full  and  clear  on  all  the  subjects  touched  on, 
and  that  I had  not  done  justice  to  the  brave  men 
who  covered  themselves  with  glory,  and  who  so 
nobly  sustained  me  on  that  trying  occasion,  was  it 
not  his  duty,  as  the  proper  organ  of  the  army,  to 
have  sent  the  report  back  to  me,  with  instructions 
for  further  explanations?  Did  he  do  so?  Was  not 
that  report  .published  by  order  of  governor  Cass, 
then  secretary  of  war,  and  my  conduct  approved  by 
the  president  himself?  If  so,  why  does  he  now, 
some  eighteen  months  since  those  occurrences  took 
place,  come  forward  and  say  that  I owe  to  the  army, 
the  country,  &c.  a more  clear  al^d  full  explanation 
of  the  affair  of  the  31st  December?  Again:  if  the 
conduct  of  the  volunteers  was  so  reprehensible  as 
he  now  seems  to  think  it  was,  in  failing  to  cross  the 
little  stream,  as  he  designates  the  Ouithlacoochie, 
on  logs  and  rafts,  why  was  the  officer  in  the  imme- 
diate command  of  those  troops  made  governor  of 
Florida,  and  soon  after  placed  in  command  of  all 
the  troops  in  that  territory,  over  the  heads  of  the 
officers  of  our  gallant  little  army?  Has  governor 
Cas?  received  any  new  light  on  these  matters,  since 
he  has  been  in  France,  that  he  should  at  this  late 


period  consider  it  necessary  that  I should  trouble 
the  public  with  any  further  explanations  respecting 
the  conduct  of  the  volunteers  on  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1835? 

With  due  deference  to  governor  Cass,  I think  I 
have  answered  and  refuted  all  his  ingenious  state- 
ments and  gratuitous  assertions,  by  a plain  state- 
ment of  facts,  up  to  the  year  1835.  I believe  I have 
also  shown,  by  the  same  facts  that,  at  the  close  of 
lhat  year,  I was  eight  hundred  and  ninety  men  short 
of  the  requisitions  made  on  the  war  department 
from  the  1st  of  October  to  the  31st  of  December, 
1835,  and  five  hundred  and  forty  on  my  own  requi- 
sitions on  the  'department  of  war  within  lhat  time, 
and  my  letter  of  the  2Gth  of  December  will  show 
whether  or  not  the  requisitions  for  supplies,  &c. 
had  been  complied  with.  The  same  letter  will  also 
show  that,  on  that  day,  I gave  it  as  my  decided 
opinion  that  twelve  hundred  regulars  and  five  hun- 
dred mounted  men  should  be  in  Florida,  so  as  to 
enable  the  commanding  officer  to  have  one  thou- 
sand regulars  and  five  hundred  n. minted  men  in  the 
field.  I have  also  shown,  that  the  five  hundred  vo- 
lunteers, who  were  with  me  on  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber, were  not  there  under  any  authority  from  the 
war  department,  and  of  course  should  not  be  taken 
into  the  estimated  force  furnished  by  authority  from 
that  department;  and  if  that  force  had  been  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  have  closed  the  war,  that  gov.  Cass  could 
have  claimed  no  credit  for  energy  or  military  fore- 
cast, in  ordering  them  into  thefield.  Now,  if  the 
deficit  office  hundred  and  forty  men  on  my  own  es- 
timates had  been  with  me  on  the  close  of  1835,  they 
certainly  would  have  been  of  much  service  in  1836. 
Gov.  Cass  has  to  resort  to  the  same  mystifying  sys- 
tem to  sustain  himself  in  1336  as  he  used’ in  1835, 
and  commences  his  new  year  by  supposing  that  the 
8th  of  January  will  be  considered  “early”  in  the 
year  1836.  1 must  be  permitted  here  to  express 

my  surprise  that  the  governor  should  have  permitted 
so  fine  an  opportunity  to  have  escaped  him,  without 
paying  a high  eulogy  on  the  hero  of  that  day;  but 
perhaps  lie  was  afraid  of  administering  an  overdose 
to  the  old  general. 

He  here  commences  with  a long  list  of  orders  is- 
sued, and  authorities  given,  on  the  8th,  17th  and 
21st  January,  and  asks  if  this  is  not  early  in  1S36‘. 
It  will  be  seen  that,  before  the  first  two  of  these  or- 
ders could  be  carried  into  execution,  gen.  Scott  was 
assigned  to  the  command  in  Florida.  Of  course 
my  responsibilities,  as  far  as  they  were  connected 
with  their  accomplishment,  ceased.  But  why  did 
not  governor  Cass  come  out  plainly  and  tell  the 
public,  that  major  genera!  Scott,  with  these  orders, 
&c.  iu  his  pocket,  and  with  his  zeal  and  energy, 
also  aided  by  his  (governor  Cass’)  sage  counsel  and, 
advice  in  the  furtherance  of  these  grand  military 
plans — which  broke  in  upon  part  of  a.  night’s  rest — 
did  not  commence  his  campaign  until  the  26th  of 
March?  Will  governor  Cass  pretend  to  tell  the 
public  that  the  26th  of  March,  in  latitude  29°  23',  is 
early  to  commence  a campaign  in  such  a country  as 
the  south  eastern  parts  of  Florida  was  known  to  be, 
and  against  such  an  enemy? 

Instead  of  sending  the  orders,  &c.  mentioned 
above,  to  me,  “isolated”  in  the  interior  of  Florida, 
as  he  says  I was,  he  had  promptly  pushed  the  requi- 
site military  force,  supplies,  &c.  into  Florida,  they 
might  have  arrived  “early”  in  1836,  when  in  all 
probability,  the  results  would  have  been  very  differ- 
ent, and  the  governor  might  have  established  some 
claim  to  energy  and  military  forecast,  and  some  mil- 
lions of  dollars  might  have  been  saved  to  the  nation. 
Gov.  Cass,  after  paying  gen.  Scott  a few  compli- 
ments, complains  that  he  was  not  sufficiently  explicit 
in  telling  the  public  that  their  rests  were  broken  on  a 
certain  night,  while  discussing  the  plans  that  were 
to  be  carried  out  in  Florida.  "Gen.  Scott  was  cer- 
tainly very  wrong  in  not  communicating  this  im- 
portant fact  to  the  world;  but  I presume  he  will  be 
able  to  defend  himself  against  this  serious  charge, 
as  well  as  against  other  insinuations  contained  in  the 
same  appeal. 

Governor  Cass  tells  the  public  that  he  owes  gen. 
Clinch  no  explanation,  speaks  of  a morbid  sensi- 
bility, &c.  I have  never  asked  gov.  Cass  for  an 
explanation  of  his  motives  in  superseding  me  in  the 
command  in  Florida.  I believed  at  the  time,  and 
still  believe,  that  I understood  them,  although  dif- 
fering a little  from  those  assigned  by  him.  If  the 
reasons  assigned  by  governor  Cass  for  superseding 
me  in  the  command  were  such  as  he  states  them  to 
be,  did  they  not  exist  to  the  same,  or  even  to  a 
much  greater  extent,  when,  after  his  grand  experi- 
ment in  Florida  had  not  succeeded  to  his  expecta- 
tions, he,  in  a complimentary  manner,  by  the  direc- 
tion of  the  president,  again  tendered  me  the  com- 
mand in  Florida?  I have  already  trespassed  too 
long  on  the  patience  of  the  reader,  and  will  close 
with  a few  remarks  on  the  last  paragraph  of  gover- 
nor Cass’  appeal  in  which  he  speaks  of  the  incapa- 


city, or  misfortunes  or  dissensions,  of  the  military 
commanders.  I here  take  the  pleasure  in  assuring 
gov.  Cass  that  I take  nopart  of  these  complimentary 
epithets  to  myself,  having  too  much  confidence  in 
his  sincerity  to  believe  that,  after  the  compliments 
previously  paid  me  in  his  official  letters,  and  more 
especially  in  tendering  me  the  command  of  the 
troops  in  Florida,  (by  which  he  shows  that  both  the 
president  and  himself  had  full  confidence  in  my  ca- 
pacity, experience,  &c.)  he  could  not  have  intend- 
ed to  apply  any  part  of  that  paragraph  to  myself. 

In  closing  this  long  appeal,  gov.  Cass  tells  the 
public  that  he  has  received,  during  the  last  thirty 
years  of  his  life,  many  favors  he  neither  expected 
nor  merited.  He  should  be  considered  a good  wit- 
ness as  respects  his  own  merits;  but  the  fact  of  his 
having  held  important  and  lucrative  offices  during 
the  last  four  or  five  administrations,  and  that  he  so 
managed  as  to  be  always  in  tile  ascendant,  form 
part  of  the  history  of  the  times,  and  must  have  been 
known  to  every  person  who  would  take  the  trouble 
to  inform  himself  on  such  matters. 

Although  I cannot  boast  of  having  received  many 
favors  from  those  filling  high  places,  I can  say  that 
some  twenty-eight  years  of  my  life  were  spent  in 
the  service  of  my  country — not  in  splendid  parlors, 
nor  on  beds  of  down,  but  on  the  hot  and  sultry 
banks  of  the  Mississippi;  0:1  the  cold  and  frozen 
shores  of  the  Niagara;  on  the  frontiers  of  Georgia, 
Alabama,  and  “isolated”  in  the  swamps  and  wilds 
of  unfortunate  Florida,  and  now  ask  from  my  fel- 
low citizens  nothing  but  justice. 

D.  L.  CLINCH. 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  AND  THE 
SOLICITOR  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

From  the  Globe  of  the  29th  nil. 

COMMUNICATION. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Globe: 

The  exposition  of  the  late  solicitor  of  the  treasury, 
in  last  night’s  Glob?,  requires  a brief  reply. 

The  report  of  the  postmaster  general  to  the  presi- 
dent, of  which  the  solicitor  comments,  was  not  sub- 
mitted to  his  perusal  without  the  consent  and  ap- 
probation of  the  postmaster  general.  Had  he  known 
this  fact,  he  would  not  have  complained  of  being 
denounced  without  notice  “7 0 Ike  appointing  pow- 
er.” The  bad  temper  exhibited  in  several  portions 
of  this  paper,  requires  no  animadversion.  That 
any  purpose  of  menacing  him  was  entertained,  no 
man  will  believe. 

The  late  solicitor  throws  himself  on  authority  for 
support.  His  first  authority  is  an  opinion  oi  the 
attorney  general  that  lie  had  a right  to  consider 
claims  arising  between  the  1st  Aprii  and  31st  De- 
cember, 1S36. 

But  the  aitorney  general  does  not  say  he  had  au- 
thority to  allow  any  claim  which  w as  not  based  on 
“«  contract.” 

He  does  not  say  the  solicitor  had  a right  to  make 
allowances  for  services  not  performed;  or  claims 
which  had  been  legally  countermanded,  01  which  had 
been  rejected  by  the  late  postmaster  general,  or  which 
had  been  already  paid;  or  tiiat  he  had  a right  to 
allow  interest.  In  line,  not  one  of  the  claims  was 
submitted  to  him,  as  the  exposition  of  the  late  soli- 
citor will  show'  and  the  opinion  was  given  upon  an 
abstract  proposition. 

Having  received  an  award  of  the  solicitor  on  the 
24th  September  last,  the  postmaster  general  at  once 
remonstrated  against  the  jurisdiction  assumed  over 
new  claims  ancl  on  tire  29th,  informed  him  that  he 
could  pay  no  other  than  “the  claims”  on  which  the 
contractors  had  appealed  to  congress,  at  the  same 
time  stating  that  the  alleged  service  had  not  been 
performed.  On  the  30th,"the  solicitor  asked  a with- 
drawal of  his  award,  and  on  the  1st  October  it  was 
returned  to  him. 

The  attorney  general  was  in  New  York.  The 
solicitor  Had  no  right  by  law  to  ask  his  opinion  in 
the  case,  and  of  course  nobody  could  suspect  him 
of  such  an  intention.  On  the  12lh  of  October,  hovv- 
ever,  he  wrote  a letter  asking  the  opinion  of  that 
officer  on  the  question,  whethei  he  had  a right,  un- 
der the  law,  to  consider  claims  arising  between  the 
1st  April  and  31st  December,  1835.  He  did  not 
inform  the  postmaster  general  of  this  application, 
nor  did  he  inform  the  attorney  general,  orintimate  to 
him  after  his  return  to  Washington,  that  the  post- 
master general  had  already  formed  an  opinion,  and 
taken  his  ground  on  the  subject.  By  this  double 
concealment,  it  was  rendered  impossible  for  the 
postmaster  general  to  present  to  the  attorney  gene- 
ral all  the  points  of  the  rase,  and  obtain  an  opinion 
upon  them.  Whether  this  wms  right  or  wrong,  the 
public  will  judge. 

Having  thus  an  opinion  to  sustain  him  on  one 
point,  the  late  solicitor  “went  the  whole”  on  all 
points,  allowing,  as  has  been  shown,  every  claim 
set  up  (except  one  included  in  another) — contract 
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or  no  contract — service  or  no  service — countermand- 
ed or  not  countermanded — claims  rejected  by  inaj. 
Barry — claims  arising  under  Mr.  McLean’s  con- 
tracts— new  claims  never  before  heard  of,  and  cap- 
ping the  climax  with  over  $G,00()  for  interest. 
And  now  the  mantle  of  the  attorney  general’s  opi- 
nion is  attempted  to  be  so  stretched  as  to  cover  all 
these  extravagancies! 

That  opinion  only  showed  a difference  of  opinion 
between  the  attorney  general  and  postmaster  gene- 
ral on  a single  point  of  some  importance,  as  ;t  cut 
oti  all  the  items  contested,  but  not  essential  to  the 
legality  of  any  one  of  them. 

The’next  authority  is  the  resolution  of  the  senate, 
which  the  late  solicitor  says  was  adopted  “ unani- 
mously.” 

The  committee  of  the  senate  prepared  their  re- 
port without  knowing  any  thing  of  the  grounds  on 
which  the  postmaster  general  had  acted,  lie  asked 
leave  to  give  the  information  in  his  possession, 
deeming  it  his  duty  to  do  so,  that  congress  might  no 
longer  act  in  the  dark.  Being  already  prepared  to 
report,  the  committee  informed  him  they  should  do 
so,  and  moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table,  to  await 
any  information  he  might  desire  to  send  to  the  se- 
nate. He  made  a report  to  the  president,  who  sent 
it  to  the  senate.  It  was  referred  to  the  committee 
w'ho  reported  no  change  in  their  opinion,  and  their 
resolution  was  adopted,  not  unanimously , but  with- 
out opposition. 

It  was  the  avowed  wish  of  the  postmaster  general 
that  there  should  be  no  opposition,  because,  if  if  passed 
as  a separate  resolution,  it  would  be  a dead  letter. 

This  resolution  did  not  amend  the  law,  because 
the  senat  :-  cannot  legislate  separately;  it  was  not  an 
order  to  the  postmaster  general,  because  the  senate 
have  no  constitutional  power  to  direct  him,  except 
by  law;  it  could  not  have  been  intended  to  condemn 
him  unheard  for  disregarding  the  law,  because  the 
same  senate  had  just  “expunged”  a resolution  of 
that  character;  the  only  legitimate  object  was  to 
elicit  the  opinion  of  the  senate,  preparatory  to  fur- 
ther legislation.  It  left  the  postmaster  general  pre- 
cisely where  it  found  him,  neither  changing  the  law, 
nor  his  opinion  of  the  law,  nor  his  duty  under  the 
law.  But  it  made  his  position  more  delicate  and 
responsible.  Had  he  been  a timid  man,  he  would 
have  been  alarmed;  had  he  been  a dishonest  man, 
he  would  have  paid  the  money.  But  being  what  he 
is,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  await  that  further  legis- 
lation to  which  the  resolution  seemed  to  point. 
When  the  law  coiAnands  him,  he  will  obejr. 

So  much  for  the  late  solicitor’s  authorities.  As 
to  the  facts,  the  postmaster  general  would  never 
have  brought  into  discussion  those  which  related  to 
the  executed  part  of  the  award,  could  he  have  made 
the  unexecuted,  part  intelligible  without  it;  not  be- 
cause he  deems  it  sacred,  but  because  discussion 
would  be  useless.  But  he  would  not  refrain  from 
such  discussion,  when  necessary  in  the  performance 
of  a public  duty,  although  it  might  incidentally 
wound  the  late  solicitor’s  sensibility,  or  excite  his 
resentment. 

In  his  facts  he  does  not  di.Ter  with  the  postmaster 
general;  the  difference  is  in  his  deductions. 

He  does  not  deny  that  on  the  Wheeling  routes, 
the  first  daily  line  was  paid  for  at  the  original  bid 
of  $4,550;  the  first  improvement  of  speed,  and  the 
tri-weekly  line,  by  the  specific  allowance  of  $8,950; 
the  rail  road  service  by  $2,046;  the  second  im- 
provement of  speed  by  $3,750;  the  extra  horses 
and  postillions  by  $3,812;  and  the  second  daily 
mail  by  $6,400.  He  does  not  attempt  to  show  that 
any  other  line  of  stages,  or  any  extra  stages,  or  any 
other  horses,  or  any  other  postillions,  than  those  co- 
vered and  paid  for  by  those  specific  and  liberal  al- 
lowances, were  employed  in  the  mail  service  on 
those  routes.  What  basis,  therefore,  is  there,  by 
his  own  showing,  for  tile  50  per  cent,  allowance 
s weeping  back  to  January  1,  1832,  and  forward  to 
December  31,  1835,  and  amounting  to  SEVENTY- 
SEVEN  THOUSAND  SIXTEEN  DOLLARS! 

The  first  application  for  this  allowance,  or  rather 
one-half  of  it,  was  made  on  the  27th  March,  1S33, 
when  the  filth  quarter  of  the  contract  was  just  ex- 
piring, and  it  was  claimed,  not  under  color  of  any 
service  then  rendered,  but  for  prospective  services. 
Yet  the  solicitor  awarded  them  over  TWENTY- 
FOUR  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  on  this  allow- 
ance up  to  that  time.  What  reason  does  he  give 
for  awarding  this  sum  for  IMPOSSIBLE  service? 
None  whatever. 

All  that  was  done  in  consequence  of  that  appli- 
cation was  to  make  the  tri-weekly  line  daily;  but 
for  a second  full  line,  they  were  already  under  pay 
at  $-1,600.  What  reason  does  the  late  solicitor 
give  for  adding  another  extra  of  $0,312?  None 
whatever. 

This  allowance  was  decided  to  be  illegal  by  the 
present  postmaster  general  soon  after  he  went  into 
the  department,  and  the  contractors  were  notified 


that  it  would  not  be  paid.  The  late  solicitor  does 
not  deny,  that  this  was  in  law  as  elfectual  a coun- 
termand and  retrenchment  as  it  yvas  possible  to  de- 
vise; yet  he  allows  over  FOURTEEN  THOU- 
SAND DOLLARS  for  this  countermanded  allow- 
ance. 

The  postmaster  general  denied  that  the  speed  of 
two  days,  on  which  depended  the  extra  allowances 
of  $6,750  and  $9,812,  was  ever  required  or  per- 
formed after  the  retrenchments  in  the  fall  of  1833; 
and  he  produced  the  orders  of  the  department,  di- 
recting the  contractors  to  run  in  two  and  a half 
days,  and  the  returns  of  postmasters  showing  that 
they  did  so,  to  prove  it.  Yet,  says  the  solicitor, 
tiiese  papers  conclusivcl}'  prove  that  the  two  days’ 
service  was  performed! 

This  is  his  reasoning:  In  the  fall  of  1832  the 
Cumberland  road  was  broken  up  for  repairs,  and 
became  so  difficult  to  travel  in  two  days,  that  the. 
contractors  begged,  in  the  latter  part  of  September, 
to  be  put  on  the  wintc<  schedule.  Instead  of  doing 
that,  the  department  on  the  3d  of  October  allowed 
them,  temporarily,  twelve  hours  more  time.  This 
dispensation  ended  on  the  22d  of  December,  when 
they  were  put  on  the  winter  schedule;  yet  the  soli- 
citor stretches  it  over  the  whole  of  1833,  ’34  and 
’35,  and  thus  most  logically  maintains  that  proof  of 
non-performance  is  proof  of  performance,  and,  on 
this  ground,  awards  THIRTY-THREE  THOU- 
SAND ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY- 
FOUR  DOLLARS! 

How  ridiculous  it  was  to  retrench  this  service  in 
the  fall  of  1S33,  if  it  had  already  been  dispensed 
with  in  1832! 

As  to  the  restoration  of  the  retrenchments,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  read  the  solicitor’s  evidence, 
keeping  in  mind  that  there  is  no  order  on  record  or 
on  tile  in  th 3 department  restoring  them,  as  was 
proved  to  the  solicitor,  to  understand  the  whole 
matter.  Major  Barry  was  pressed  on  every  side  to 
restore  them,  and  said  he  would  do  so,  but  never 
did  it.  His  letter  of  February  2,  1834,  to  R.  C. 
Stockton,  shows  that  it  was  not  then  done,  and  it 
is  not  pretended  that  it  was  done  afterwards.  He 
changed  his  mind.  His  declarations  to  major  Ilob- 
bie  and  Mr.  Suter  in  April,  1835,  of  which  the  so- 
licitor had  proof  on  oath,  show  that  he  had  changed 
it.  He  thought  it  enough  to  consummate  the  fifty  per 
cent,  allowance.  And  cannot  a public  officer  change 
his  mind  before  he  acts  officially?  Must  a private 
declaration,  without  official  action,  be  taken  as  au- 
thoritative and  final  to  bind  the  government,  though 
the  officer  subsequently  declare  that  it  is  not  his  in- 
tention to  act  officially?  Is  this  sufficient  to  form  a 
“contract,”  and  sweep  thousands  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands out  of  the  public  treasury,  without  service  or 
pretence  of  service?  If  so,  the  law  of  contracts  needs 
revision. 

But,  baseless  as  they  were,  these  allowances  also 
were  countermanded  by  the  decision  of  the  present 
postmaster  general  that  they  were  illegal,  which 
was  notified  to  the  contractors.  How  could  he 
otherwise  countermand  them,  ichen  there  was  no  or- 
der restoring  them;  when  his  predecessor  denied  all 
intention  to  restore  them;  and  when  there  were  no 
such  services  being  performed ? Yet  the  solicitor  al- 
lowed over  TWELVE  THOUSAND  DOLLARS 
for  these  baseless  and  countermanded,  allowances. 

The  late  solicitor  does  not  attempt  to  show  that 
the  contractors  ran  any  other  swift  mail  from  Wash- 
ington to  Philadelphia,  as  they  were  under  contract 
to  do,  and  were  paid  for  doing  through  the  whole 
four  years,  other  than  what  he  calls  an  “additional 
mail,”  for  five  or  six  months.  Yet  although  they 
have  received  pay  for  such  a mail  throughout  their 
contract,  he  makes  them  an  extra  allowance  for  the 
five  or  six  months’  service  (being  all  of  the  four 
years’  service  they  ever  rendered)  of  THIRTY- 
FOUR  THOUSAND  TWO  HUNDRED  DOL- 
LARS. 

He  does  not  deny  that  the  contractors  were  bound 
to  run,  and  were  paid  for  running,  five  daily  mails 
between  Washington  and  Baltimore,  and  only  ran 
two  or  three ; nor  does  he  alledge  that  when  the  “ad- 
ditional mail,”  so  called,  commenced,  the  number 
actually  running  was  increased.  Yet,  he  not  only 
allows  for  a sixth  daily  mail,  but  adds  NINE 
THOUSAND  ONE  HUNDRED  DOLLARS  for 
extra  coaches  on  this  road. 

If  these  claims  for  “an  additional  mail,”  when 
there  was  no  addition  to  the  mails  contracted  and  paid 
for,  and  for  extra  coaches  where  the  contractors  did 
not  run  half  the  coaches  contracted  for,  and  other 
like  claims  were  to  be  entertained,  the  postmaster 
general  expressed  to  the  solicitor  the  belief  that 
the  sums  paid  for  the  services  not  rendered,  ought 
to  be  set  off  against  these  new  charges.  But  the 
solicitor  denied  his  legal  authority  to  do  so,  and 
declared  his  surprise  at  the  suggestion.  “Indeed, 
says  be,  it  was  with  surprise,  approaching  to  asto- 
nishment, that  I discovered  in  some  of  his  letters  to 


this  office,  as  well  as  in  his  report  (o  you,  that  a man 
ol  his  reputed  precision  of  mind  could  entertain,  for 
a moment,  so  loose  an  idea.” 

This  stri<  t construction  of  his  powers,  so  far  as 
the  rights  of  the  government  were  concerned,  made  the 
solicitor  the  most  convenient  court  of  equity  for 
claimants  that  was  ever  known.  They  had  but  to 
select  out  any  portion  of  their  mail  service,  and  call 
it  “additional,”  or  “extra,”  and  the  judge,  shutting 
his  eyes  to  the  fact  that  it  has  been  paid  for  thrice 
told  already,  proceeds  to  make  an  equitable  allow- 
ance for  it,  the  payment  of  which  must  be  enforced 
by  mandamus  or  otherwise!  This  is  no  “loose 
idea” — it  shows  great  “precision  of  mind” — it  is  a 
“strict  construction,”  not  perhaps  tending  to  as- 
certain what  is  “equitably  due,”  but  certainly  to  se- 
cure it  to  tile  contractors. 

The  late  solicitor  was  authorised  “to  take  testi- 
mony,” and  quotes  largely,  and  refers  to  what  he 
calls  “testimony.”  How  w'as  it  taken,  and  what 

is  it? 

Did  he  call  the  witnesses  before  him  and  examine 
them  himself?  No. 

Did  he  order  their  depositions  to  he  taken,  and 
give  notice,  so  that  the  United  States  district  attor- 
ney, or  some  other  person,  could  appear  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  to  cross-examine  them?  No. 

This  “testimony”  is  chiefly  the  statements  of 
contractor.-,  themselves,  the  arguments  ol  their  coun- 
sel, the  certificates,  affidavits  and  estimates  of  their 
agents,  and  persons  in  their  employment,  the  state- 
ments of  personal  friends,  who  got  their  impressions 
from  them,  and  of  tavern  keepers,  who  profited  by 
their  bird  ness,  made  and  taken  ex-parte,  without 
the  slight es t cross-examination,  and  all  abounding 
with  the  grossest  exaggerations,  miscalculations, 
omissions  and  mistakes.  Such  a farrago,  so  taken, 
was  probably  never  before  called  “testimony”  in 
any  court  of  law  or  equity,  general  or  special.  Yet 
this  “ testimony ” has  been  made  the  basis  of  an 
award  for  $161,000,  to  be  taken  out  of  the  treasury, 
though  shown  to  be  inaccurate  by  official  statements 
from  file  post  office  department,  sustained  by  its 
records  and  files!  In  effect  the  solicitor  permitted 
the  claimants  to  make  up  their  own  case,  taking 
the  “testimony”  themselves,  and  then  allowed  all 
they  asked! 

There  is  never  a stipulation  in  mail  contracts 
that  the  contractors  shall  have  the  right  to  carry  any 
given  number  of  passengers.  They  contract  to 
carry  the  whole  mail,  be  it  more  or  less,  and  are 
sometimes  limited  as  to  the  number  of  passengers. 
The  late  solicitor  in  this  case  construes  the  limita- 
tion into  a right,  though  a copy  of  an  official  letter 
was  laid  before  him,  shewing  that  in  tln3  very  case 
the  construction  had  been  otherwise. 

The  profit  received  from  passengers  is  carefully 
omitted  in  the  estimates,  and  that  not  received  is 
greatly  exaggerated.  Mr.  M.  A.  Falls’  affidavit 
(a  piece  of  “testimony”  set  out  at  large  by  the  late 
solicitor,  because  he  says  he  knows  him  to  be 
“highly  respectable  and  intelligent”)  says,  the  con- 
tractors had  to  reduce  their  passengers  from  ten  to 
six,  (although  they  were  permitted  by  their  contract 
to  carry  but  seven  each  way),  and  charges  an  aver- 
age loss  by  this  reduction  of  five  per  day  both  ways 
$23,725  a year.  Now,  they  could  not  lose  the  five 
without  carrying  the  twelve;  and  if  they  did  not  re- 
ceive $ 23,725,  for  five  passengers  lost  by  reducing 
the  number  to  six  each  way,  they  received  $56,840' 
for  the  twelve  they  carried;  and  by  the  same  rule 
they  received  $80,000  to  $100,000  for  the  eight  or 
ten  each  way,  carried  on  the  second  line,  whet  re 
there  was  little  or  no  mail.  But  the  receipts  for 
passengers  are  carefully  omitted  in  all  the  expects! 

The  affidavit  of  this  “intelligent”  witness  closes 
as  follows,  viz: 

“This  deponent  would  further  state  that  the  losses 
of  the  company,  of  which  he  had  every  opportunity 
of  knowing,  was  increased  at  least  $20,000  per 
annum  during  the  whole  of  the  contract;  that  by 
the  present  contract, in  which  the  heavy  mails  have 
been  withdrawn,  the  company  will  make  at  least 
from  fifty  to  seventy-five  per  cent,  more  than  here- 
tofore.” 

If  they  lost  $20,000  a year  under  the  former  con- 
tract, and  now  make  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  per 
cent,  more  than  they  did  then,  how  much  are  they 
now  making 1 Of  such  stuff  is  this  “testimony”  com- 
posed. 

The  weight  of  the  mails-,  and  the  consequent  ex- 
clusion of  passengers,  are  much  dwelt  upon.  The 
weight  of  the  mails,  instead  of  being  2,000  pounds, 
as  represented,  did  not  average  each  way  1,000. 
It  was  some  extraordinary  occasion  which  ever 
brought  it  up  to  2,000. 

The  estimates  of  the  contractors  admit  that  they 
carried  six  passengers  each  way  in  their  swift  line, 
and  seven  were  all  their  contract  permitted  them  to 
carry.  In  their  slow  line  they  carried  as  many  as 
they  could,  probably  an  average  of  eight  each  way. 
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Eight  in  the  slow  line,  and  six  in  the  swift,  would 
make  fourteen,  precisely  double  the  number  they 
were  permitted  by  their  contract  to  carry  in  the  ori- 
ginal line.  Fourteen  each  way  would  make  twen- 
ty-eight per  day,  which,  at  their  own  estimate, 
would  give  them  $132,859  a year.  Now,  did  not 
the  department  pay  for  the  second  line  as  well  as  the 
first?  And  when  they  were  paid  for  the  means  of 
transporting  double  the  number  of  passengers  they 
originally  had  a right  to  transport,  had  they  any 
reason  to  complain  of  the  weight  ot  the  mails? 
For  what  but  to  carry  the  increased  mail  at  the 
increased  speed  were  the  extra  hor  ses  and  postil- 
lions allowed  at  an  annual  cost  of  $9,812?  For 
what  but  to  convey  the  increased  mail,  or  give  the 
contractors  more  stage  room  for  passengers,  was 
the  secortd  line  ordered  into  a full  daily  line  at 
a cost  of  $6, 400  a year?  In  this  manner  the  trans- 
portation of  the  increased  mail  matter  was  amply 
paid  for. 

To  show  that  the  allowances  made  are  not  un- 

-•^oonahlj/  llio-li.  the  late  solicitor  introduces  the 

present  cost  of  transporting  the  mail  between 
Washington  and  Baltimore.  There  is  no  analogy 
between  the  service  on  this  road  and  the  late  ser- 
vice on  the  Cumberland  road.  On  this  line  the  rail 
road  takes  all  the  passengers,  and  the  mail  pay  is 
all  the  contractors  receive.  On  the  Cumberland 
road  they  received  daily,  in  addition  to  the  mail 
pay,  the  fare  of  some  fourteen  passengers  each  way, 
making  twenty-eight  a day,  which,  upon  their  own 
estimates,  would  give  upwards  of  one  hundred,  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars  a year.  If  they  lost,  in  the 
way  they  estimate,  $20,000  a year,  they  still  did  a 
most  lucrative  business  by  counting  in  the  passen- 
gers. But  they  charge  all  expenses,  greatly  exag- 
gerated, to  mail  pay,  omitting  to  account  for  pas- 
sengers, and  thus  make  out  a balance  against  them- 
selves; and  these  extravagant  calculations  of  the 
claimants  themselves  are  resorted  to  by  the  late  solici- 
tor as  evidence  sustaining  his  award. 

The  advantage  which  the  mails  give  in  obtaining 
passengers,  is  known  to  be  the  chief  consideration 
in  taking  contracts  on  many  lines,  and  on  none  for- 
merly more  than  this. 

But  there  are  more  fair  means  of  comparison 
than  those  resorted  to  by  the  solicitor.  His  award 
made  the  mail  pay,  from  Baltimore  and  Washing- 
ton, D . C.  to  Wheeling,  about  311  miles,  from  1st 
January,  1832,  to  31st  December,  1835,  inclusive, 
$57,762  a year. 

From  1st  January,  1335,  to  this  time,  the  yearly 
mail  pay  on  all  the  great  routes  from  Baltimore  and 
Washington,  D.  C.  through  Wheeling,  Columbus, 
O.  and  Cincinnati  to  Louisville,  Kv.  a distance  of 
689  miles,  is  $44,832,  falling  $12,880  short  of  the 
solicitor’s  equitable  pay  for  less  than  half  the  dis- 
tance. 

From  Washington,  Pa.  to  Louisville,  Kv.  a dis- 
tance of  411  miles,  the  great  mail  formerly  convey- 
ed on  the  Cumberland  road  by  Stockton  and  Stokes, 
is  now  carried  on  this  line. 

Moreover,  on  most  of  this  distance,  the  contrac- 
tors are  restricted  to  three  outside  passengers,  where- 
as Stockton  and  Stokes  admit  they  carried  six  in 
one  line,  and  as  many  as  they  could  in  another. 

But  take  the  present  line  of  the  great  western 
mail  from  Philadelphia  through  Bedford,  Pa.  Wash- 
ington. Pa.  Wheeling,  Va.  Columbus,  O.  and  Cin- 
cinnati to  Louisville,  a distance  of  715  miles,  and 
the  mail  pay,  with  restrictions  on  most,  of  the  road 
to  three  outside  passengers,  is  $39,0S1  42,  being 
$18,630  52  less  than  the  late  solicitor  thinks  equitable 
for  a smaller  mail,  on  less  than  half  the  distance, 
with  almost  no  restrictions! 

But  enough: 

This  Wheeling  service  presents  probably  the 
finest  specimen  on  record  of  improvement  in  the 
mail  pay.  The  following  is  the  result,  viz: 


Accepted  pay  for  four  years  . . . $1S,200 

First  improvement  of  speed  and  tri-week- 
ly mail  ......  35,800 

Rail  road  service  .....  8.184 

Second  improvement  of  speed  . . 27,000 

Second  daily  mail  .....  25,600 

Extra  horses  and  postillions  . . 39,248 

Eor  sundries  not  known  ....  77,016 


Whole  improved  pay  . . . $231,048 


Here,  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars  is  improved  into  TWO  HUN- 
DRED THIRTY-ONE' THOUSAND  FORTY- 
EIGHT  DOLLARS,  the  sundries  being  added  by 
the  late  solicitor’s  equitable  award! 

Major  Barrv  was  denounced  through  the  coun- 
try, because  he  had  improved  this  pay  up  to 
$38,500  a year,  although’  he  had  again  reduced  it 
to  $21,946.' 

Mr.  Kendall  is  denounced,  because  he  opposes 
its  improvement  up  to  $57,762  a year,  after  he 
wen'  into  the  department. 


Mr.  Kendall  has  paid  every  dollar  of  major  Barry’s 
allowances,  even  the  $122,000  of  which  the  com- 
mittees of  congress  had  no  knowledge!  Now,  the 
contractors,  hacked  by  the  late  solicitor,  are  run- 
ning from  the  department  to  the  president,  from  the 
president  to  the  senate,  from  the  senate  back  to  the 
president,  and  from  the  president  to  the  courts, 
moving  heaven  and  earth,  and  bringing  in  question 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the  government,  to 
compel  him  to  pay,  contrary  to  his  opinion  of  law 
and  sense  of  duty,  about  forty  thousand  dollars 
more. 

He  contented  himself  with  quietly  but  firmly 
warding  off  these  approaches  upon  the  treasury, 
not  desiring  to  bring  any  thing  which  relates  to  the 
subject  before  the  public.  What  motive  could  he 
have  in  this  course  other  than  a sense  of  duty?  He 
has  not  come  willingly  before  the  public  now,  but 
has  been  forced  out.  In  his  view  he  had  but  one 
other  duty  to  perform  in  this  matter,  and  that  was, 
to  cause  the  facts  to  be  placed  before  the  members 
of  congress,  if  the  claimants  should  again  attempt 
to  approach  through  that  channel.  That  purpose 
is  superseded  by  their  being  brought  before  the 
public.  While  he  relies  upon  the  expositions  now 
made,  for  his  justification  before  the  people,  he 
deems  that  he  has  performed  his  duty  in  making 
known  the  facts,  with  his  view  of  the  law,  and  is 
ready  to  pay  the  balance  of  this  extraordinary 
award  whenever  the  congress  of  the  U.  States  shall  so 
direct. 

Here  this  side  of  the  discussion  will  end. 

REPLY  OF  THE  LATE  SOLICITOR  OF  THE  TREASURY 

To  the  above  statement  of  the  postmaster  general. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Globe: 

Sir:  My  remarks  upon  the  postmaster  general’s 
“brief”  reply  to  my  defence,  shall  be  still  more  brief. 

The  postmaster  general  says,  that  his  “report  to 
the  president,  on  which  the  solicitor  comments,  was 
not  submitted  to  his  perusal,  without  the  consent 
and  approbation  of  the  postmaster  general.”  This 
declaration  shows  that  the  denunciation  “to  the  ap- 
pointing power,”  was  made,  as  charged,  without 
notice,  and  that  the  solicitor  was  indebted  to  the 
justice  of  the  late  president,  for  the  perusal  of  it, 
though  it  does  indeed  appear  from  the  postmaster 
general’s  own  account  of  the  matter,  that  he  did 
grant  to  the  late  president  his  “consent  and  appro- 
bation!” 

The  ground  on  which  the  “menace”  was  inferred 
has  been  stated,  and  whether  the  inference  was  cor- 
rect or  not,  1 cheerfully  leave  to  the  decision  of  the 
public. 

The  postmaster  general  says,  “the  late  solicitor 
throws  himself  on  authority  for  support.”  Whether 
this  be  so  or  not,  is  also  cheerfully  left  to  the  deci- 
sion of  the  public,  before  whom  were  spread  in  the 
Globe  of  Wednesday  evening  the  reasons  at  large, 
and  parts  of  the  proofs,  with  references  to  the  rest 
on  the  files  of  the  senate,  on  which,  in  point  of  fact, 
“the  late  solicitor  throws  himself  for  support.” 
The  “authority”  alluded  to  by  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral was  intended  to  counteract  the  authority  of  his 
confident  assertion,  that  I had  exceeded  my  powers, 
and  shows  in  opposition  to  his  opinion,  the  opinion 
and  decision  of  the  committee  of  the  senate,  who 
had  examined  my  award  and  his  objections  to  it:  and 
also  of  the  senate  itself;  as  well  as  the  attorney 
general  of  the  United  States  on  the  point  submitted 
for  his  opinion,  to  wit:  whether  the  solicitor  had 
jurisdiction  over  claims  presented  for  services  be- 
tween the  1st  April  and  31st  December,  1835?  And 
as  there  was  an  omission  in  my  late  defence,  of  the' 
concluding  sentence  of  the  attorney  general’s  opi- 
nion, by  reason  of  a clerical  error  in  the  manuscript, 
justice  to  that  officer,  as  the  paragraph  omitted  con- 
tained the  reason  for  his  opinion,  requires  that  it 
should  be  inserted  here.  He  says:  I found  this  opi- 
nion on  the  plain  and  necessary  effect  of  the  words 
used,  in  the  law,  and  on  the  manifest,  intent  to  refer  to 
you  for  investigation  and.  decision  all  claims  for  extra 
services  of  the  persons  named,  under  the  contracts 
on  which  their  (Messrs.  Stockton  and  Stokes  and 
others)  pay  had  been  suspended,  other  than  such  as  are 
embraced  in  the  various  exceptions  enumerated  in  the 
proviso.” 

The  postmaster  general  says,  that  “the  solicitor 
had  no  right  bv  law  to  ask  his  (the  attorney  gene- 
ral’s) opinion,”  andyet  seems  to  find  fault  with  him 
for  not  asking  it  on  more  points  than  he  did;  and  as 
to  the  one  submitted,  charges  him  with  the  heinous 
offence,  by  omitting  to  inform  the  attorney  general, 
then  absent,  of  the  existence  of  a difference  of  opi- 
nion between  himself  and  the  solicitor,  of  concealing 
the  light  to  be  derived  from  that,  fact,  and  his  argu- 
ments, so  necessarv,  in  the  opinion  of  the  postmas- 
ter general;  to  enlighten  the  judgment  of  that  up- 
right, able  and  learned  lawyer,  ore  the  construction  of . 
an  act  of  congress!  | ] 


The  postmaster  general  says,  that  “notone  of  the 
claims  was  submitted  to  him,”  (the  attorney  gene- 
ral)? and  that  “the  opinion  was  given  on  an  abstract 
proposition.”  It  is  true  that  the  solicitor  did  not 
submit  any  of  the  “claims”  to  the  decision  of  the 
attorney  general,  for  the  very  obvious  reason  that  it 
was  made  his  duty  by  the  law,  and  not  the  attorney 
general’s,  to  decide  upon  the  “claim;”  hut  whether 
the  “legal  opinion”  asked  was  upon  an  abstract 
proposition,  the  public,  will  judge  from  the  reply  to 
the  postmaster  general  in  the  Globe  of  Wednesday; 
on  referring  to  which,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  was 
stated  that  Messrs.  Stockton  and  Stokes  hah  pre- 
ferred claims  for  allowance  for  services  under  con- 
tracts with  Mr.  Barry,  alleged  lo  have  been  per- 
formed between  the  1st  of  April,  when  he  left  office, 
and  the  31st  of  December,  1335,  when  the  contracts 
under  which  they  were  performed  expired,  the  ser- 
vices not  having  been  countermanded  nor  dispensed 
with  by  the  postmaster  general,  though  pay  had  been 
refused,  and  the  claimants  relied  on  congress  for 
their  compensation;  and  the  question,  not  on  the 
"claims,"  but  on  Ike  law,  arising  on  the  actual  case 
stated,  was  put  to  the  attorney  general:  “whether 
he  [the  solicitor]  had  jurisdiction,  under  the  act,  of 
any  claims  which  might  be  presented  for  services 
alleged  so  have  been  rendered  between  the  1st  April 
and  31st  December,  1835.” 

The  answer  to  this  question,  thus  arising  under  a 
statement  of  the  actual  fads,  the  postmaster  general 
calls  an  "opinion  on  an  abstract  proposition.”  I fear 
the  postmaster  general’s  metaphysics  will  stand  no 
better  chance  with  the  tribunal  of  public  opinion, 
to  which  he  has  appealed,  than  his  law  did  with 
the  judiciary  committee  of  the  senate. 

With  respect  to  this  opinion,  however,  the  post- 
master general  proceeds  to  say,  that  “having  thus 
an  opinion  to  sustain  him  on  one  point,  the  late  so- 
licitor ‘went  the  whole’  on  all  points;  allowing,  as 
he  has  shown,  every  claim  set  up  (except  one  in- 
cluded in  another)  contract  or  no  contract;  service 
or  no  service;  countermanded  or  not  countermanded; 
claims  rejected  by  major  Barry;  claims  arising  un- 
der Mr.  McLean’s  contracts — new  claims,  never 
before  heard  of,  and  capping  the  climax  with  over 
$6,000  for  interest!  and  now  the  mantle  of  the  at- 
torney general’s  opinion  is  so  stretched,  as  to  cover 
all  these  extravagances.” 

Now,  sir,  I explicitly  deny  that  any  attempt  what- 
ever has  been  made. by  me  to  stretch  “the  mantle  of 
the  attorney  general’s  opinion”  over  any  orie  thing, 
except  my  jurisdiction  under  the  act  of  congress  over 
claims  for  services,  alleged  to  have  been  performed 
between  the  1st  of  April  and  31st  December,  1S35, 
an  opinion  clearly  and  distinctly  given  on  a case  as 
clearly  and  distinctly  stated — an  opinion,  moreover, 
that  I verily  believe  no  lawyer  has  gainsaid  or  can 
gainsay. 

As  to  the  above  sweeping  allegations  that  “the 
late  solicitor  ‘went  the  whole’  on  all  points,”  and 
made  allowances  “contract  or  no  contract” — “ser- 
vice or  no  service,”  &c.  repeated  so  often  by  the 
postmaster  general  in  one  form  or  other,  in  this  and 
other  publications,  as  if  frequent  repetition  would 
make  proof  in  the  absence  of  all  other,  I now  once 
for  all  declare  that  on  all  such  allegations  I am  at 
issue  with  the  postmaster  general,  before  the  tri- 
bunal of  public  opinion,  to  which  he,  after  failing 
in  all  others,  has  appealed,  arid  explicitly  deny  that 
the  late  solicitor  has,  in  any  case  whatever  made  an 
allowance  where  there  was  not  a contract,  express  or. 
implied,  with  the  late  postmaster  general;  or  where 
service  has  not  been  proved,  or  for  any  service  not 
rendered  under  contracts  on  which  pay  has  been  sus- 
pended by  the  present,  postmaster  general;  and  I fear- 
lessly refer  that  tribunal,  for  proof  on  each  item  of 
claim,  to  my  reply  in  detail,  lo  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral’s “exposition,”  and  the  documents  therein 
stated  or  referred  to  on  the  files  of  the  senate. 

To  the  same  tribunal,  also,  I willingly  leave  the 
decision  upon  the  temper  displayed  by  Ihe  post- 
master general  and  myself  in  the  several  publica- 
tions that  have  been  made.  That  he  should  mani- 
fest impatience  and  discontent  at  the  issue  of  a trial 
of  the  relative  justice  of  his  predecessor  and  himself 
contrary  to  his  wishes,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at;  or 
that  he  should  resort,  as  is  common  where  proof  for 
defence  is  deficient,  to  the  usual  expedient  of  attack- 
ing the  judge  who  has  made  the  unwelcome  deci- 
sion; and  I can  only  wish  that,  in  the  defence  I am 
forced  to  make  when  thus  assailed,  I could  com- 
mand that  burning  eloquence  that  would  have  blazed 
from  the  tongue,  now  mute  in  a foreign  grave,  of 
the  high-sonied  and  honorable  Barry;  if  the  “dull 
cold  ear  of  death”  could  have  heard  the  din  of  war 
which  is  now  waged  on  his  reputation. 

V.  MAXCY,  late  solici'or  of  the  treasury. 

[We  are  compelled  to  postpone  the  publication 
of  Mr.  Maxcv’s  report  to  the  president,  promised 
last  week,  until  our  next.  Ed.  Reg.] 
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The  mandamus.  We  will  in  the  next  “Re- 
gister” publish  the  opinion  of  the  circuit  court 
entire.  Our  work  will  then,  with  the  report  of 
Mr.  Maxcy  published  to-day,  embrace  all  the  pa- 
pers which  have  appeared  in  relation  to  this  case 

The  ‘’Intelligencer”  of  Monday  says — The  post- 
master general  has  taken  an  appeal  from  the  judg- 
ment of  the  circuit  court,  to  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States,  and  entered  into  bonds,  on  Sa- 
turday last,  for  the  prosecution  of  the  appeal. 

Maryland.  The  election  for  members  of  con- 
gress in  this  state,  will  take  place  on  Wednesday 
next,  the  26th  inst.  The  canvass  has  been  prose- 
cuted with  great  zeal  by  both  parties,  especially  in 
this  city,  and  both  are  equally  confident  of  success. 
We  will  present  full  returns  of  the  election  in  the 
next  “Register.” 

North  eastern  boundary.  The  belligerent 
order  of  the  governor  of  Maine,  published  in  the 
“Register,”  of  the  Sth  inst.  has  no  doubt  elicited 
tile  following  from  the  British  authorities  of  New 
Brunsv.  ■ :k.  It  stated  that  tiie  Maine  people  talk 
of  proceeding  to  Frederic kton  jail  to  release  the 
American  citizen  who  was  seized  whilst  running 
the  boundary  line. 

From,  the  Calais  Advocate  of  July  11. 

Militia  district  orders.  The  first  battalion  of  the 
Charlotte  county  militia  are  hereby  ordered  to  be 
in  readiness  to  march  at  an  hour’s  warning,  either  to 
Frederic  kton  or  such  other  point  as  may  be  directed 
by  his  excellency  the  lieutenant  governor  and  com- 
mander-in-chief. Colin  Campbell, 

Lieut,  col.  commanding. 

St.  Andrews,  July  5,  1837. 

Tiie  ship  Pennsylvania.  We  have  publish- 
ed from  the  National  Gazette,  a giaphic  descrip- 
tion of  the  launching  of  this  mammoth  ship,  which 
glided  into  her  “destined  clement,”  without  the 
slightest  accident,  amidst  the  cheers  of  a concourse, 
of  spectators  estimated  at  one  hundred  thousand. 
The  fortunate  issue  of  “the  great  experiment”  is 
honorable  to  the  naval  skill  of  the  nation,  and  es- 
pecially so  to  the  architects  and  workmen  of  the 
Philadelphia  navy  yard;  whose  specimens  of  naval 
skill  do  not  require  “copper  bottoms”  to  render 
their  metal  attractive. 

The  account  of  the  launch  and  the  dimension  of 
the  ship  are  inserted  in  pages  322,  323,  but  the  fol- 
lowing items,  copied  from  the  Philadelphia  Ga- 
zette, are  also  interesting. 

“The  lino  of  battle  ship  Pennsylvania  now  on 
the  stocus  at  our  navy  yard,  under  a shelter  that 
cost  $15,000,  is  one  of  the  most  splendid  fabrics 
that  was  ever  destined  to  float  o:i  the  ocean.  Her 
length  on  deck  is  223  feet,  which  is  27  feet  more 
than  half  way  from  Fifth  to  Sixth  street,  in  Ches- 
nut  street,  and  her  breadth  95  feet,  which  is  eight 
feet  wider  than  Chesuut  street  opposite  the  theatre, 
including  the  footways.  She  is  large  enough  to 
carry  two  thousand  men,  which  is  a larger  number 
than  the  whole  American  army  that  fought  and 
gained  the  battle  of  Chippewa,  and  greater  than 
the  population  of  a considerable  sized  country 
town.  She  is  of  the  burthen  of  3,030  tons,  and  could, 
if  loaded  with  flour,  carry  the  moderate  cargo  of 
thirty  thousand  barrels,  enough  to  supply  bread 
for  fifteen  thousand  people  lor  a whole  year. — 
She  is  to  carry  140  guns,  thirty-two  pounders,  so 
that  every  time  she  discharges  a full  broadside,  she 
will  dispose  of  precisely  a ton  of  bullets,  to  help  to 
make  iron  pebbles  for  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  un- 
less  she  happens  to  hit  the  enemy.  She  will  draw 
23  feet  water,  and  thus  find  it  difficult  to  navigate 
in  shoal  rivers.  One  of  her  anchors,  which  is  to  be 
seen  in  the  yard,  and  which  is  said  to  be  the  largest 
one  in  the  world,  weighs  11,697  pounds,  which  is 
something  more  than  five  tons,  and  will  require 
some  merry  piping  at  the  capstan  to  get  it  a peak. 
Her  water  tanks  are  of  iron,  mostly  in  the  shape  of 
large  chests,  capable  of  holding  from  one  to  two 
hundred  gallons,  but  having  a proportion  of  them 
of  other  shapes  adapted  to  fit  round  the  sides  of 
the  ship,  so  as  to  leave  no  space  a3  happens  with 
casks.  The  number  is  probably  150,  as  far  as  we 
could  judge  from  looking  at  them,  as  we  did  a day 
or  two  since,  under  the  guidance  of  some  of  the 
polite  and  attentive  officers  stationed  at  the  yard. 
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“A  friend  has  just  informed  us  that  the  largest 
anchor  in  the  British  dock  yard,  at  Portsmouth,  in 
1832,  weighed  something  less  than  10,000  lbs.  at 
which  time  there  were  on  the  stocks,  three  ships 
nearly  as  large  as  the  Pennsylvania.” 

It  is  said  the  Pennsylvania  will  be  taken  to  the 
dry  dock  at  Norfolk  to  receive  her  copper 

From  Florida.  Gen.  Jesup  and  suit  arrived 
at  St.  Augustine  on  the  6th  inst.  He  had  been  to 
Volusia  and  examined  several  sites,  with  a view  to 
establish  a post  in  a healthy  position  on  the  St. 
John’s  river.  It  was  understood  that  he  had  in  «.on- 
templation  a post  at  Silver  Spring,  on  Lake  George, 
about  25  miles  north  of  Volusia.  Ills  stay  in  St. 
Augustine  was  short. 

The  opinion  is  still  expressed  that  the  Indians 
will  commit  no  murders  or  depredations,  at  least  for 
the  present,  and  as  a proof,  it  is  stated,  that  single 
expresses  still  continue  to  ride  through  to  Tampa 
unmolested. 

Wright,  a United  States  soldier,  who  has  been 
convicted  of  murder,  was  sentenced  to  be  hung  in 
St.  Augustine  on  Monday  the  l()th  instant. 

The  editor  of  the  Savannah  Republican  has 
learned  from  a passenger,  who  arrived  in  that  city 
on  the  14th  inst.  from  Black  Creek,  that  a skirmish 
took  place  a short  time  since,  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Suwannee,  between  a company  of  mounted 
Floridians,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Mills, 
and  about  26  Indians,  supposed  to  be  Creeks.  The 
bodies  of  two  of  the  latter  killed  were  found,  and 
marks  of  blood  were  discovered  of  others  wounded 
or  killed,  that  were  taken  away  by  the  Indians. — 
One  of  the  whites  is  said  to  have  been  wounded. 

Foreign  news.  The  news  from  England  re- 
ceived at  New  York,  embraces  London  papers  to  the 
7th  and  Liverpool  lo  the  Sth  of  June.  The  three 
large  American  houses  in  London,  viz:  George 
Wildes  and  Co.  Thos.  Wilson  and  Co.  and  Timo- 
thy Wiggins  and  Co.  had  all  failed.  An  exhibit  of 
their  aiiairs  shows  a large  surplus  after  satisfying 
all  demands. 

Geo.  Wildes  and  Co.show  a surplus  of  $266,000, 
Thos.  Wilson  and  Co.  of  $272,000  and  Timothy 
Wiggings  and  Co.  of  $284,000. 

The  London  Times  of  the  5th  ult.  says  that  these 
failures  are  not  expected  to  be  attended  with  the 
disastrous  consequences  that  many  person  have 
predicted.  There  is,  however,  great  anxiety  and 
alarm  in  the  commercial  community,  which  has 
received  an  additional  shock  by  the  return  of  ac- 
ceptances to  a large  amount  upon  the  manufacturing 
interests  of  the  country. 

The  London  Times  of  the  3d  June,  referring  by- 
name to  the  houses  of  Wilson  & Co.  Wiggins  & 
Co.  and  Wildes  & Co.  says — “The  engagements  of 
these  three  houses,  of  which  the  failure  has  been 
announced,  were  less  in  consequence  of  the  aid 
they  had  received  from  the  bank,  and  consequently 
the  ejects  of  this  disaster  will  not  be  so  sensibly 
felt.” 

The  whole  amount  of  their  obligations  is  two 
millions  sterling,  and  the  greatest  loss  will  be  felt 
by  the  houses  which  guarantied  the  bank  in  its  ad- 
vances- for  them,  in  sums  varying  from  five  to  twen- 
ty thousand-pounds.  These  houses  were  numerous, 
for  the  amount  of  their  guarantees  was  one  million 
three  hundred  thousand. 

The  Times  estimates  the  loss  that  will  probablv 
be  sustained  by  the  bank  at  £700,000;  with  an  in- 
timation however,  that  it  is  by  no  means  unlikely 
to  be  much  larger. 

The  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer  observes — 
“Our  readers  will  perceive,  bv  a notice  in  this 
day’s  paper,  that  an  assignment  has  been  made  by 
the  house  of  Wilson  & Co.  of  London,  of  their  ef- 
fects in  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of  all  their 
creditors.  In  noticing  this  event,  which  we  do 
with  deep  regret,  we  are  authorised  by  the  friends 
of  the  house  here,  to  assure  those  interested,  that 
the  Liverpool  house  will  continue  to  meet  its  en- 
gagements.” 

The  court  of  directors  of  the  bank  of  England 
have  published  the  following  notice:. 

The  governor  and  company  of  -the  bank  of  Eng- 
land give  notice  that  from  and  after  the  first  instant, 
they  will  receive  proposals  for  loans  on  approved 
bills  of  exchange,  at  99  days.  These  loans  must 
be  reimbursed  on  the  15th  July  next,  or  before,  I 


with  interest  at  5 per  cent,  per  annum.  None  will 
be  received  for  less  amount  than  £2,090  sterling. 

Bank  of  England,  June  1,  1S37. 

[ Moyning  Post,  translated. 

The  manufacturing  districts  in  England,  are 
suffering  excessively  under  the  stagnation  of  busi- 
ness. 

Canada  banks.  Measures  have  been  taken  to 
provide  for  the  drafts  drawn  by  all  the  banks  in  Ca- 
nada oil  the  American  houses.  Smith,  Payne  & 
Smith  intervene  for  the  Montreal  bank.  The  bank 
of  British  North  America  for  the  bank  of  (he  city 
of  Montreal.  Glynn,  Mills,  Halifax  & Co.  for  the 
bank  of  Upper  Canada,  and  the  London  Joint  Stock 
bank  for  the  Commercial  bank  of  Maitland.  The 
promptness  with  which  these  arrangements  have 
been  made,  does  honor  to  the  manner  in  which 
these  banks  have  conducted  their  business.  It  is 
also  an  indication  of  the  sound  state  of  Canadian 
commerce.  [ London  Standard. 

Fifty-three  bankruptcies  are  stated  to  have  taken 
place  in  Paris  during  the  month  of  May,  In  Janu- 
ary there  were  37  failures,  in  February  38,  in 
March  61,  in  April  49 — total  since  the  1st  January, 
239 — without  comprehending  the  suspensions  of 
payment  which  occurred  without  the  intervention 
of  the  tribunals  of  justice. 

Mr.  Calhoun.  The  editors  of  the  New  York 
Evening  Chronicle  have  received  for  publication, 
the  following  extract  from  a letter  written  by  the 
lion.  J.  C.  Calhoun  to  a friend,  dated 

Pendleton,  S.  C.  26th  June,  1837. 

“Let  us  do  our  duty  firmly,  maintaining  kind 
relations  with  all  except  (hose  who  have  so  much 
abused  their  power,  arid  show'  much  more  solicitude 
to  redeem  the  country  than  to  advance  ourselves. 
The  crisis  is  too  great  and  dangerous  for  a display 
of  ambitions  feelings.  This  is  the  coir.se  of  the 
patriot — the  man  who  cares  more  for  his  country 
than  lor  himself.  * * * * * 

“John  C.  Calhoun. 

The  vi v:  president’s  opinions.  A paragraph 
appeared  recently  in  the  Maysville  (Ky.)  Eagle, 
stating  that  colonel  Johnson  had  changed  his  opi- 
nions upon  the  bank  question,  and  was  now  in  fa- 
vor of  a new  national  bank.  This  article  was  for- 
warded to  col.  Johnson  by  the  editor  of  the  Ken- 
tucky Gazette  who  received  the  following  letter  in 
reply. 

“ White  Sulpher  Fountain, 

“ Scott  county,  Ky.  2d  July,  1837. 

“My  dear  sir:  I have  this  moment  received  the 
within  from  you.  If  you  and  my  other  friend* 
judge  me  by  my  works,  you  may  know  that  the 
paragragh  is  without  a shadow  of  foundation. 

“I  have  not  the  time  nor  the  disposition,  to  enter 
into  a formal  a’nswer  to  suggestions  in  the  papers, 
of  my  opinions.  I have  sustained,  and  I intend  to 
sustain  the  administration  of  the  general  govern- 
ment in  the  course  which  it  has  pursued. 

“I  presume  this  is  sufficient  to  authorise  you,  my 
old  friend,  to  contradict  it  by  authority  from  me,  if 
you  consider  it  important ’to  do  so ’in  your  own 
way,  or  by  publishing  this  hasty  note.  Respect- 
fully yours,  Rh.  M.  Johnson. 

“Daniel  Bradford,  esq. 

Gen.  Talsiadge’s  letter  fo  the  editor  of  the 
Albany  Argus,  (see  page  267),  has  been  ardently 
opposed  by  a portion  of  the  members  of  the  demo- 
cratic republican  party  of  New  York,  and  as  warm- 
ly commended  by  another.  About  seven  hundred 
of  those  in  the  city  of  New  York  who  approve  of 
its  sentiments,  have  signed  the  following  letter  to 
gen.  Talmadge.  The  signatures  include  many  of 
the  leading  Tammany  men,  viz:  Gideon  Lee,  C. 
W.  Lawrence,  Reuben  Withers, Daniel  Jackson,  J. 
Lorimer  Graham,  William  Paxton  Hallett,  Preserv- 
ed Fish,  &c.  & c. 

New  York,  July  4th,  1837. 

To  the  hon.  Nathaniel  P.  Talmadge,  senator  of  U.  S 

Sir:  We,  the  undersigned,  members  of  tile  derno-. 
cratic  republican  party,  in  the  city  of  New  York 
have  seen  with  pride  and  pleasure  your  letter  to  the 
editor  of  the  Albany  Argus,  of  the  sixth  of  June 
last. 

We  consider  it  due  to  you,  and  more  especially 
to  our  beloved  country,  that  we  should  express  oiir 
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entire  approbation  of  the  sentiments,  so  laudably 
put  forth  in  your  letter.  Your  words  are,  “I  am 

IN'  FAVOR  OF  A WELL  REGULATED  CREDIT  SYS- 
TEM, AND  OPPOSED  TO  THE  CHIMERICAL  SCHEME 
OF  AN  EXCLUSIVE  METALLIC  CURRENCY.  PRE- 
SERVE AND  REGULATE,  BUT  NOT  DESTROY.  TlIE 
CREDIT  SYSTEM  IS  THE  DISTINGUISHING  FEA- 
TURE BETWEEN  DESPOTISM  AND  LIBERTY.” 

In  these  high  ajjd  patriotic  views  we  heartily 
concur,  and  assure  you  that  vve  believe  them  to  be 
the  sentiments  of  the  great  majority  of  the  republi- 
can party;  and  we  cordially  tender  to  you  our  una- 
nimous support  in  the  proper  efforts  to  sustain  and 
establish  these  principles  in  the  legislature  of  this  great 
and  enterprising  nation. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  our  high  consideration 
and  respect. 

French  claims.  Paris,  June!.  The  commis- 
sion charged  with  the  examination  and  liquidation 
of  the  French  claims,  founded  on  the  treaty  con- 
cluded between  France  and  the  United  States,  has 
decided  on  15  claims.  The  following  have  been 
admitted. 

The  heirs  ofM.  Beaumarchaise,  for  supplies;  M. 
Elancheny,  relativ  e to  the  ship  Francois;  M.  Robion 
for  the  ship  Jeune  Ernelie;  the  public  treasury  for- 
drafts;  M.  M.  Raybaud  and  Barbatut,  for  the  Jeune 
Eugenie;  M.  Bringeon,  for  the  Apollo;  M.  Bour- 
geois, for  the  Minerva;  M.  Houdat,  for  the  Eugene; 
the  insurance  companies  of  Havre,  relative  to  the 
Calypso;  the  heirs  of  M.  M.  Diron  and  Flory,  for 
the  Vengeance;  and  M.  M.  Dupeyrat  and  Deluc, 
relative  to  the  Elisa. 

The  whole  amounts  to  the  sum  of  1,126,590  frs. 
7.  All  the  other  claims  have  been  rejected. 

Patent  office,  Washington,  July  13,  1S37.  In 
consequence  of  the  destruction  of  the  records  of  the 
patent  office  by  fire  in  December  last,  congress  pro- 
vided by  law  for  recording  all  patents  aneiv;  and  no 
patent  can  be  given  in  evidence  until  the  same  has 
been  recorded  again  in  this  office.  The  law  pro- 
vides for  the  record  of  all  patents  which  have  been 
issued,  whether  the  same  have  or  have  not  expired. 
Such  record,  it  is  believed,  will  be  honorable  to  in- 
ventors, and  highly  useful  in  the  future  management 
of  the  patent  office.  Arrangements  are  accordingly 
made  for  recording  all  patents  anew  in  this  office; 
expecting  that  persons  holding  patents  will  prompt- 
ly comply  with  the  law  in  this  respect.  It  is  hoped 
none  will  delay  transmitting  patents,  because  the 
invention  may  be  deemed  nnimportai.t.  A copy 
of  every  patent  issued  is  desirable,  as  the  best  means 
of  preventing  impositions.  Many  persons  have  al- 
ready complied  with  the  law,  and  their  patents  have 
been  recorded  and  returned  to  them:  and  all  who 
have  omitted  to  forward  their  papers  are  requested 
to  send  them  to  this  office  by  mail,  without  delay. 
In  this  mode,  patents  will  be  secured  from  infringe- 
ment, and  useful  inventions  perpetuated.  Papers 
forwarded  will  be  safely  kept  and  speedily  returned. 
Transfers  or  assignments  of  patents  are  in  like  man- 
ner required  to  be  recorded  anew.  Publishers  of 
newspapers  will  promote  the  cause  of  science,  as 
well  as  oblige  their  customers,  by  publishing  this 
notice.  Henry  L.  Ellsworth, 

Commissioner  of  patents. 

Trouble  among  the  Pottawatamies.  The 
Boonvilie,  (Missouri)  Herald,  of  June  24,  savs  there 
is  little  doubt  that  the  trealy  with  these  Indians, 
now  located  on  the  Platte  river,  will  have  to  be 
enforced  vi  et  armis.  The  tribe  was  quarrelling 
and  cutting  each  other’s  throats  in  drunken  frolics 
from  whiskey,  smuggled  among  them  by -peculating 
whites.  The  life  of  Mr.  Davis,  Indian  agent,  has 
been  assailed.  They  swear.  like  the  Seminoles  of 
Florida,  they  will  die  cn  the  graves  of  their  fathers. 

Items  about  the  times  and  the  currency. 
Journeymen  printers.  Extract  of  a letter  from  a j 
journeyman  printer  in  New  York  to  his  friend  in 
Baltimore. 

“New  York,  July  12,  1S37. 

‘•I  have  been  out  of  employment  for  the  last  two 
months — not  making  more  than  will  barely  pay  mv 
board.  The  times  are  truly  distressing — not  a day’s 
work  to  be  had  except  in  the  newspaper  offices — 
the  principal  book  offices  are  nearly  deserted  and 
have  been  for  some  time.  There  are  a great  many 
journeymen  printers  in  this  city  that  have  not  had 
a day’s  work  for  three  months — some  of  them  have 
enlisted  in  the  army,  others  have  gone  on  whaling 
voyages,  and  some  who  remain  have  scarcely  a 
hole  to  put  their  heads  in.  [ Chronicle. 

The  arrangements  of  the  banks  of  the  state  of 
New  York  for  the  reception  of  each  others  notes 
have  been  completed.  We  will  give  the  particulars 
in  our  next. 


The  following  is  a copy  of  a.  certificate  issued 
by  the  Girard  bank,  one  of  the  deposite  banks  in 
Philadelphia.  It  is  similar  to  the  ceitificates  of  the 
Commercial  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  noticed  in  our 
last. 

Philadelphia,  July  5,  1S37. 

The  GIRARD  BANK  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
will  receive  this  certificate  as  FIVE  DOLLARS 
on  deposite  or  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  in- 
stitution. James  Schott,  pres't. 

“The  bank  receipt  not  being  receivable  at  the 
treasury  is  herewith  returned. 

You  may  remit  .$20  in  coin  per  mail." 

The  above  extract  is  from  a letter  from  a clerk  in 
the  patent  office  at  Washington.  The  receipt  offered 
is  of  the  following  tenor. 

commonwealth  bank. 

Boston,  May  1837. 

The  treasurer  of  the  United  States  has  credit  in 

this  bank,  for  20  dollars  deposited  by , of 

, the  same  being  for  a caveat  , invented 

by  him,  and  for  which  I have  given  him  duplicate 
receipfs. 

The  banks  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati  have  come  to 
the  determination  (o  receive  the  notes  generally  of 
all  the  banks  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Kentucky,  at 
par,  of  the  denomination  of  five  dollars,  and  up- 
wards. 

A New  Orleans  letter  of  the  8th  inst.  in  the  N. 
York  Express  says: 

The  United  States  bank  agent  has  already  clear- 
ed 23,000  bales  cotton  for  Great  Britain  from  this 
port,  and  has  at  this  time  seven  ships  loading  for 
the  same  destination.  The  large  operations,  so  late 
in  the  season  on  our  small  slock  in  first  hands, 
keep  prices  firm,  and  in  some  instances  they  are 
a little  higher  lor  qualities  over  mid  fair. 

Yesterday  we  had  a very  general  demand,  and 
full  2,000  bales  changed  hands — a round  lot  of  500 
Mississippi,  Liverpool  mid.  at  9 cents;  a round  lot 
of  5S0  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  full  mid.  fair,  at 
10  cts.;  fair  in  demand  in  small  parcels,  for  remit- 
tances, at  II  to  lit  cents.  ~ 

In  North  Alabama  and  Tennessee,  round  lots  are 
held  at  7|-  to  8 cents,  or  firsts  at  10  cents,  seconds 
at  7f  cents,  thirds- at  7 cents,  and  fourths  at  6 cts. 
our  lowest  quotations  for  any  kind. 

Freights  are  firm — (he  American  ship  Walter 
taken  up  for  Liverpool  at  7-16rf. 

Having  so  few  persons  who  can  draw  sterling  ex- 
change, we  cannot  give  you  the  precise  quotations; 
a first  rate  bill  would,  however,  command  22  per 
cent.  prem. 

Th  e statement  of  the  La  Fayette  bank  of  Cincin- 
nati shows  a specie  fund  of  $154,000  against  a cir- 
culation of  $343,000. 

A contrast.  The  sales  of  real  estate  made  by  the 
Messrs.  Bleecker,  auctioneers  in.  the  city  of  New 
York,  as  reported  to  the  comptroller,  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

For  the  quarter  ending  30  June,  1836  $5,091,528 

do.  do.  do.  1837  ' 279,098 

The  bill  authorising  the  banks  to  issue  small  notes 
has  become  a law,  and  the  bank  in  this  city  com- 
menced issuing  small  bills  on  Saturday.  We  state 
the  fact  to  show  Ihe  great  want  of  change,  that  in 
less  than  half  an  hour  alter  the  bank  was  opened  on 
Saturday  morning,  the  teller  paid  upwards  of  $700 
in  small  bills.  [Alabama  Intelligencer. 


THE  LAUNCH. 

From  the  Daily  National  Gazelle  of  ihe  19 Ih  inst. 

For  several  days  previous  to  (be  launch  of  the 
Pennsylvania,  and  particularly  on  Monday,  crowds 
of  curious  strangers  flocked  into  the  city.  Some  of 
them  came  from  places  distant  man}'  miles;  from 
New  York,  from  Baltimore,  and  the  intermediate 
towns;  and  the  cities,  villages,  and  counties  along 
the  Delaware  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia 
contributed  ample  quotas  to  the  anxious  throng, 
crowding  our  hotels  and  dwellings.  For  several 
hours  during  yesterday,  the  streets  hear  Ihe  Dela- 
ware from  Kensington  to  the  navy  yard,  presented 
an  uninterrupted  stream  of  foot  passengers  of  all  ages 
and  descriptions  wending  their  way  to  the  scene  of 
action.  Scores  of  omnibusses  proceeded  to  it  laden 
and  returned  empty,  and  numerous  hacks,  private 
carriages  and  vehicles  were  seen  going  in  the  one 
direction.  Towards  the  middle  of  the  day,  the 
shops  and  stores  were  closed  and  business  suspend- 
ed. Some  of  the  streets  with  their  deserted  houses, 
presented  the  appearance  of  a quiet  Sunday. 

We  arrived  at  the.  navy  yard  just  as  the  gates 
were  opened  to  the  thousands  besieging  them;  all 
rushed  in,  but  were  doomed  to  be  disappointed,  as  the 
goal  of  their  hopes,  the  ship  house  and  the  extreme 
projections  of  the  wharves  were  guarded  by  marines. 


who  prevented  access.  The  interior  of  the  ship 
house  presented  rather  a quiet  scene  lhan  otherwise, 
when  we  entered  it.  All  had  been  prepared  for  the 
launch,  and  the  stalwart  forms  of  the  ship-builders 
were  seen  stretched  lazily  and  listlessly  along  the 
keel  of  the  vessel,  waiting  for  the  moment  when 
they  should  knock  away  the  beams  against  her 
sides.  Mr.  Samuel  Humphreys,  the  architect  and 
chief  superintendent  of  the  launch,  was  coolly  en- 
gaged at  his  post  giving  directions  ami  ascertaining 
that  all  continued  right.  He  expressed  to  us  Ids 
entire  confidence  in  the  success  of  the  launch;  the 
channel  had  been  deepened;  the  equilibrium  of  the 
vessel  ascertained  with  mathematical  precision,  and 
all  that  was  wanting  for  the  final  slide  was  the  flood 
tide.  On  ascending  the  deck  we  found  but  few 
visiters;  there  was  no  evidence  of  invited  bodies  of 
dignitaries  ami  but  few  officers  in  uniform.  It  was 
right  that  the  number  of  persons  on  hoard  should 
have  been  limited;  the  increased  weight  to  the  ship 
resulting  from  a crowd,  might  have  marred  the  per- 
fect launch,  and  been  fatal,  by  creating  a great  swell, 
to  some  of  the  small  craft  with  which  the  river 
abounded.  Indeed  such  accidents  to  the  pleasure 
boats  were  anticipated  by  naval  gentlemen  pre- 
sent. 

A German  band  of  musicians  was  on  board  and 
made  the  ship  house  echo  with  strains  of  martial 
music  arid  patriotic  inspirations.  On  going  to  the 
stern  of  the  vessel  and  looking  from  the  height  upon 
the  river  and  the  contiguous  shores,  the  most  lively 
and  exhilirating  scene  we  ever  beheld  was  pre- 
sented to  our  view.  The  sun  shone  with  meridian 
splendor  upon  the  surface  of  the  river,  which  was 
scarcely  agitated  by  a single  ripple,  while  its  tide 
was  nearly  imperceptible.  Had  vve  not  had  evidence 
to  the  contrary,  we  should  have  supposed  that  the 
entire  population  was  on  the  water.  Vessels  of 
every  size,  weight,  form  and  pretension  were  cours- 
ing to  and  fro,  or  lying  motionless  in  the  stream. 
Each  and  all  were  filled  with  gay  groups,  and 
decked  with  waving  stars  and  stripes.  The  steam- 
boats were  crowded  with  passengers  on  every  deck 
and  at  every  cabin  window.  Spars  ar.d  masts  were 
clustered  with  countless  human  forms,  thick  as 
autumnal  pigeons  in  an  American  forest.  But 
what  we  most  admired  next  to  the  bright  eyes  and 
lair  forms  that  we  every  where  encountered,  were 
the  boat  clubs.  They  were  the  poetry  of  the  scene. 
Resting  on  the  water  light  as  a snow  flake,  they 
shot  in  every  direction,  impelled  by  the.  strong 
arm  and  practised  stroke  of  their  youthful  crews. 
Their  forms  are  very  singular.  Just  wide  enough 
to  admit  of  a single  seat,  long  enough  lor  a dozen 
or  a score  of  rowers,  and  altogether  very  delicately 
and  gracefully  constructed,  they  were  eminently 
appropriate  to  lend  life  and  beauty  to  such  a scene. 
And  then  their  crews  appeared  in  every  national 
and  peculiar  garb,  from  the  exquisite  holiday  dress 
of  sailors,  with  neat  pumps,  hundred  shining  but- 
tons and  petite  hats,  to  modern  Greeks  with  scull 
caps  and  glittering  scarfs  of  gay  embroidery,  or 
painted  and  quivered  savages'.  We  noticed  one 
fairy  little  ski-if  facetiously  termed  “John  Swift,” 
after  our  worthy  mayor,  and  her  nautical  prowess 
sustained  her  eligible  name.  The  decorations  of 
this  fancy  craft  were  appropriate  and  elegant.  Mi- 
niature flags,  silken  and  velvet  draperies,  golden 
fringes  and  bright  coloring,  distinguished  them  ail. 
Casting  our  eyes  towards  the  Jersey  shore  at  the 
distance  of  a mile,  vve  saw  thousands  along  it  and 
at  every  elevated  point  promising  a fair  view. 
The  island  opposite  the  city  bad  its  full  number 
of  gazers  at  .he  scene.  On  this  side  of  the  river 
the  crowd  was  truly  vast  and  imposing:  every  house 
fop  for  whole  squares  was  darkened  with  human 
forms,  temporary  balconies  and  stands  in  every  di- 
rection contained  their  crowded  thousands;  every 
window  was  occupied  that  afforded  a view;  the 
navy  yard  and  public  store  houses  were  filled,  and 
the  wharves  presented  one  uninterrupted  dense 
mass  of  spectators.  The  multitude  was  estimated 
at  the  lowest  calculation  to  comprise  one  hundred 
thousand  persons.  A military  friend  who  had  serv- 
ed in  Napoleon’s  armies  rates  it  at  a higher  num- 
ber. While  we  were  enjoying  this  unequalled 
scene,  and  had  almost  forgotten  how  soon  the  oak 
leviathan  was  to  be  released  from  her  long  im- 
prisonment, two  cannons,  discharged  in  rapid  suc- 
cession, told,  in  a voice  not  to  he  misunderstood, 
that  in  ten  minutes  the  launch  would  take  place. 
The  sturdy  shipwrights  had  already  quitted  their 
repose,  anil  with  ponderous  strokes  were  knocking 
away  the  beams  supporting  the  vessel.  Some  three 
hundred,  as  we  are  informed,  lent  their  strength  to 
the  work  of  liberation,  and  the  echoing  blovvs  were 
fast  dying  away  for  the  still  more  welcome  sound  of 
the'battering-ram,  sent  vvilh  huge  force  against  the 
bows.  Instantly  there  was  great  agitation  through- 
out the  multitude;  we  could  even  see  its  effect  in  the 
sister  state  of  New  Jersey.  No  time  was  to  belost. 
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The  boats  that  had  been  darting  in  defiance  past  the 
chained  monster  now  shot  to  a place  of  safety.  All 
the  vessels,  great  and  small,  formed  two  vast, 
straight,  dense  lines,  extending  far  towards  the  op- 
posite shore,  so  as  to  permit  the  Pennsylvania  to 
ride  between  them.  If  the  scene  had  been  charming 
before,  it  was  now  magically  beautiful.  The  crowd 
on  either  shore  had  ceased  to  move,  all  being  anxi- 
ously silent  and  still  at  their  [daces.  On  the  river 
the  tide  was  at  its  flood  and  with  the  vessels  on  it, 
had  ceased  to  move.  Looking  through  the  long 
line  of  floating  habitations,  it  reminded  us  of  a city 
on  the  waves,  with  all  degrees  of  lowliness  and 
pride — from  the  tiny  sails  of  the  fishing  smack  to 
the  spire  of  the  merchantman.  In  Coleridge’s  an- 
cient mariner  there  is  a bold  and  felicitous  descrip- 
tion of  a ship  in  a calm — she  was  “lilce  a painted 
ship  upon  a painted  ocean.”  The  comparison  was 
strictly  applicable  to  the  scene  on  the  river.  It 
presented  still  life  in  perfection — a panorama  from 
nature’s  pencil.  But  its  quiescence  was  short  lived. 
In  an  instant  the  great  ship  was  started  into  life. 
The  cry,  “she  moves,”  rose  from  a hundred  thou- 
sand lips — a hundred  thousand  hungry  eyes  fed 
upon  the  sight.  The  band  struck  up  our  national 
hymn,  the  cannon  roared,  the  thousands  on  ship 
and  shore  again  and  again  iterated  their  glad  and 
mutual  huzzas.  As  she  met  her  element,  commo- 
dore Biddle,  seated  at  the  giant  figure  head  of  Her- 
cules, gave  her  name,  Pennsylvania,  with  the 
appropriate  ceremonies.  Her  descent  was  very 
slight,  the  swell  of  the  river  gentle — and  with  one 
proud  bound  that  seemed  to  a landsman  like  the 
rolling  of  a world,  she  sat  erect  upon  the  bosom  of 
the  Delaware,  and  sailed  like  a queen  of  the  waves 
between  the  double  lines  of  subject  boats  to  receive 
their  homage.  So  perfectly  easy  was  the  launch, 
that  from  the  moment  she  first  touched  the  water, 
till  she  floated  on  its  level  surface,  was  but  five  and 
twenty  seconds.  The  roaring  of  the  cannon  bad 
ceased,  but  the  acclamations  continued.  As  each 
steamboat  and  vessel  neared  her,  they  cheered  vo- 
ciferously. and  were  responded  to  with  equal  cordi- 
ality by  those,  on  hoard. 

The  Pennsylvania  is  admired  as  possessing  the 
qualities  of  capacity,  strength  and  fast  sailing. 
‘•She  is  a spl  mdid  specimen  of  the  science  of  naval 
architecture  of  the  present  day,  although  commenc- 
ed fifteen  years  a.go,  and  is  very  properly  an  ob- 
ject of  pride  to  the  mechanical  skill  of  Philadelphia. 
She  is  pierced  for  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  guns, 
all  thirty-two  pounders,  and  will  be  the  most  formi- 
dable ship  afloat.”  It  was  highly  appropriate  that 
commodore  Biddle,  a Pennsylvanian  and  Philadel- 
phian, should  have  had  the  honor  of  naming  her. 
The  lair. \-h  was  considered  technically  perfect, 
having  been  admirably  gentle  and  having  occasion- 
ed scarcely  a swell  in  the  water.  The  able  assist- 
ants of  Mr.  Humphreys,  were  Mr.  Hart,  naval  con- 
structor of  the  navy  yard  at  New  York,  and  Mr. 
John  Lenthail,  naval  constructor  of  this  city,  and 
pupil  of  Mr.  Humphreys.  There  were  a number  of 
n ival  gentlemen  present,  in  the  yard  or  on  board; 
com.  Stewart,  commander  on  this  station,  captain 
Conner,  capt.  Road,  capt.  Levy,  purser  McCauley, 
and  others  whose  names  are  unknown  to  us. 

We  have  been  insensibly  drawn  into  a detail  of 
much  greater  length  than  we  intended,  and  which 
to  same  of  our  city  readers  may  be  a twice  told 
tale.  To  those  however  at  a distance,  it  will  not 
he  without  interest.  As  Philadelphians,  we  may 
he  excused  in  being  prolix,  as  the  “great  ship”  is 
the  work  of  our  hands.  The  architect  is  of  this 
city,  as  well  as  Mr.  James  Keen,  who  built  her. 
On  the  occasion  of  the  launch,  commander  McCau- 
ley and  lieutenants  Ritchie  and  Pennington  had 
charge  of  the  ship.  All  these  gentlemen  are  na- 
tives of  Philadelphia. 

Though  the  “bicj  snip”  has  now  ceased  to  be 
wholly  our  own,  we  must  always  share,  with  more 
than  ordinary  sensibility,  the  feelings  common  to 
our  country,  in  her  future  career;  and,  whatever 
may  be  her  perils,  whether  of  “the  bat  tie  or  the 
breeze,”  we  have  no  fears  that  vve  shall  ever  have 
cause  to  blush  that  our  own  city  is  her  native 
home. 

The  fallowing  are  Ike  proportions  of  Ike  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Length  between  the  perpendiculars 
Beam  mould 

Depth  of  hold  to  gun  deck 
Djeadwood 

Ceiling,  plank,  from  keelson  to  floor  head 
Throat  of  floor  timber 

Tonnage,  3,000. 


I'.'cl . 
210 
56 


Tnch. 


’eight 

of  lower  gun  deck 

port  sill 

27 

do. 

middle  do. 

do. 

34 

do. 

upper  do. 

do. 

42 

do. 

spar  deck 

do. 

47 

m 

11 


Rake  of  stern  post  3 

Rake  of  stem  S3 

Length  of  keel  for  tonnage  173 

Height  from  spar  deck  port  sill,  to  under 
side  of  rail 

Height  of  spar  deck  port  sill  from  base  line 
Height  from  base  line  to  under  part  of  rail 
at  dead  fiat 

Length  of  lower  gnu  deck 
Breadth  of  do. 

Length  of  main  gun  deck 
Breadth  of  do. 

Length  of  upper  gun  deck 
Breadth  of  do. 

Length  of  spar  deck 
Breadth  of  do. 

Extreme  breadth 

Length  from  figure  head  to  stern  gallery 
Height  from  bottom  of  keel  lo  top  of  rail 

amidships 

Depth  of  hold  lo  orlop  deck 
Thickness  of  deck 
From  orlop  deck  to  lower  gun  deck 
deck 

From  lower  gun  deck  to  main  deck 
deck 

From  main  deck  to  upper  guji  deck 
deck 

From  upper  gun  deck  to  spar  deck 
deek 

From  limber  streak  lo  spar  deck 
Distance  between  the  ports, 

Heights  of  the  ports 


3 

47 

51 
205 

55 

212 

54 

217 

52 
219 

47 

53 
2-17 


15 


6 

6 

9 

11 


6 

H 

6 


H 

9 

19 


Breadth 


do. 


Lower  gun  deck  ports 

(number) 

32 

Main 

do.  do. 

do. 

36 

Upper  do.  do. 

do. 

36 

Spar 

do.  do. 

do. 

36 

Leng 

h from  fore  part 

of  stem  to 

aft  sida 

of  stern  at  height  of 

spar  deck 

224 

Who! 

e length  of  keel 

195  6 

Lf'DiMh.  Diamrtrr. 

Mils!  hi-, III. 

Feet. 

fnelies. 

Feet. 

Main 

roast 

132 

4S 

22 

do. 

topmast 

70 

23 

12 

do. 

top  gallant  mast 

41 

13 

6 

do. 

royal  mast 

24 

Oi 
“ 2. 

do. 

flag  pole 

16 

Total  height 

233  feet. 

Fore 

mast 

120 

44 

20 

do. 

top  mast 

63 

214 

10  6 in. 

do. 

top  gallant  mast 

37  bin 

12 

5 6 

do. 

royal  mast 

22 

8 

do. 

Hag  pole 

10 

252  6 

Mizen  mast 

99 

34 

17 

do. 

topmast 

55 

IGjs 

9 

do. 

top  gallant  mast  33  6 in 

94 

4 6 

do. 

royal  mast 

£0 

7. 

do. 

flag  pole 

8 6 in 

216 

Mizen  masts  steps  on  the  orlop 

deck. 

?cet.  L 

iches. 

Feet. 

i 

,017?.  Dii 

meter. 

Yarf  arm. 

Main 

yard 

10 

24 

5 

do. 

topsail  yard 

82 

18 

7 

do. 

top  gallant  do. 

52 

11 

2 

do. 

royal  do. 

36 

7 

1 6 in. 

do. 

skysail  do. 

24 

■ 5 ■ 

1 

Fore 

yard 

100 

23 

5 

do. 

topsail  yard 

75 

16 

6 C in. 

do. 

top  gallant  do. 

4S 

94 

2 

do. 

royal  do. 

33 

64 

16 

do. 

skysail  do. 

22 

44 

1 

Mizen  or  cross  jack 

80 

IG 

7 6 

do. 

topsail  yard 

52 

11 

4 

do. 

top  gallant  do. 

33 

64 

1 6 

do. 

royal  do. 

15 

3' 

9 

do. 

spifitsail  yard 

-52 

11 

4 

Bows 

nrit 

80 

45  56  ft. 

out  board. 

Jib  boom 

65,  3 feet  head  184  in.  dia- 

meter 

40  feet 

out  board. 

Flying  jib  boom  22  feet  out  board  12  in.  diameter. 
Jib  or  jib  boom  12  do.  do.  6 feet  pole  add- 

ed, 71  inches  diameter. 

Spanker  boom  60  feet  long,  13  inches  diameter. 
Height  from  water  line  to  main  truck  239  feet, 
jg'.do.  do.  fore  truck  217 

do.  do.  mizbn  do.  196 

Draught  of  water  25  feet.  Moulds  136  guns. 
The  keel  of  the  Pennsylvania  was  laid  in  No- 
vember, 1822. 


TREASURY  DRAFTS. 

On  Wednesday  last,  the  19lh  instant,  the  follow- 
1 ing  article  appeared  in  the  National  Intelligencer, 
] “from  a citizen,”  says  that  print,  “of  the  purest 


character,  who  is  not  moved  in  this  business  by 
any  impulse  hut  that  of  patriotism” — and  elicited 
the  explanatory  communication  subjoined,  from  Mr. 
Samuel  Kendall,  jr.  pay  agent,  &c. 

Treasury  drafts.  These  form  at  present  the 
circulating  medium  of  the  government,  by  means 
of  which  its  debts  and  the  salaries  of  its  officers 
are  paid.  By  order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  treasury 
and  the  sanction  of  the  president,  these  are  made 
receivable  for  all  public  dues,  and  put  on  a fooling 
with  (he  notes  of  the  late  United  States  bank,  as 
fixed  by  the  charter.  In  other  times  it  required 
file  force  of  law  to  fix  the  currency  of  the  country; 
but  since  tile  government  has  been  reduced  to  a 
simple  machine,  it  is  amazing  to  consider  how 
much  has  been  gained  by  dispensing  with  the  in- 
cumbrance of  legal  enactments.  Only  observe  the 
advantage  in  this  one  case:  Specie  is  at  a premium 
of  ten  ner  cent.,  over  rim  nf  the  bank  of  the 

Metropolis;  the  treasury  drafts,  being  receivable 
by  the  government,  are  also  at  a premium.  Now 
suppose"  Mr.  Kendall,  postmaster  general,  with  a 
salary  of  $6,000  per  annum,  to  receive  his  quarter’s 
pay,  amounting  to  $1,500,  in  a warrant  which  he 
shall  put  into  market  at  this  rate;  he  obtains  thereby 
$150,  or  at  the  rate  of  $600  a year  in  addition  to 
his  salary.  A very  pretty  operation,  this!  But  as 
our  city  does  not  furnish  the  most  abundant  supply 
of  the  precious  metals,  nor  the  best  mart  for  this 
improved  currency,  suppose  Mr.  K.  to  despatch  an 
agent  with  a warrant  for  his  own  and  his  clerk’s 
salaries  for  the  quarter,  say  $14,000,  to  New  York, 
and  to  sell  it  for  a profit  of  8 per  cent,  or  $1,120; 
which  would  give  them  the  sum  of  $4,480  to  be 
added,  in  due  proportions,  to  the  salaries  of  the 
postmaster  general  and  his  clerks  for  the  year. 
Who  would  not  be  in  the  employ  of  Uncle  Sam, 
with  such  contingent  advantages?  Such  an  opera- 
tion, I am  told,  ACTUALLY  TOOK  place.  Let  it 
not  be  said  that  these  are  times  of  universal  distress. 
No;  amidst  the  general  gloom,  here  is  a bright  gild- 
ing of  light;  though  blighted  hope  has  spread  a 
desprt  all  around  us,  yet  here  a green  and  sunny 
spot  is  found  where  the  favored  live  at  ease,  and 
the  faithful  have  no  fear — but  for  their  places. 

But  at  whose  expense  are  these  men  of  salaries  fa- 
vored? Who  pays  this  increase  to  their  salaries?  The 
country,  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  the  laboring  man; 
every  man  who  buys  foreign  sugar,  or  wears  foreign 
cloths.  The  executive  government  has,  on  its  own 
“responsibility,”  regulated  the  currency,  paying  in 
protested  drafts,  and  demanding  pay  in  specie  on 
these  same  drafts,  which  thus  become  an  article  of 
traffic.  The  merchant,  in  order  to  pay. his  duty 
bonds,  must  buy  them  even  at  a premium,  but  the 
consumer  of  his  goods  must  pay,  and  the  premium 
goes  into  the  pockets  of  the  salaried  officers  of  the 
government.  This  is  (he  “better  currency,”  with 
which  we  are  blessed. 

Washington,  July  19,  1337. 

Gentlemen:  I observe  in  your  paper  of  this 
morning  an  article  stated  to  be  derived  from  “a  citi- 
zen of  the  purest  character,”  with  an  editorial  com- 
mentary, containing  errors  of  principle  and  fact, 
which  require  correction. 

The  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  government  are 
not  fixed  by  law  to  be  paid  in  notes  of  the  bank  of 
the  Metropolis,  or  in  current  bank  notes  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  but  in  gold  and  silver,  or  their 
equivalent;  (hey  being  the  only  legal  currency  of 
the  United  Slates.  Every  officer  and  clerk  in  the 
service  of  the  government  lias  a perfect  legal  and 
moial  right  to  be  paid  in  that  currency,  and  they 
sulfer  wrong  when  paid  in  any  thing  eise  of  less 
value.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  having  been 
deprived  by  the  stoppage  of  (be  banks  of  the  means 
of  making  immediate  payment  in  Ihe  legal  curren- 
cy, has  done  the  most  he  cpnid  to  enable  the  public 
creditors  to  obtain  their  just  dues,  by  receiving  bis 
protested  warrants  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  the 
United  Stales.  Rather  than  receive  payment  in 
the  current  notes  of  the  District,  or  not  receive  it 
at  all,  many  of  the  officers  and  clerks  in  the  post 
office  department,  and  other  offices,  have  requested 
to  receive  treasury  drafts,  with  the  view  of  getting 
as  nearly  as  possible  the  amount  justly  due  to  them'! 

The  highest  price  given  for  these  dralts  in  this 
“mart”  lias  been  six  per  cent,  premium  in  District 
paper,  which  is  at  a discount  of  ten  per  cent,  still 
saddling  upon  the  clerks  a loss  of  four  per  cent,  of 
their  just  dues.  Believing  the  drafts  could  be  ex- 
changed on  better  terms  elsewhere,  and  public 
creditors  paid  more  nearly  the  amount  actually  due 
them,  I visited  New  York,  about  the  close  of  last 
month,  on  behalf  of  some  cf  my  fellow  clerks,  to 
make  arrangements  for  that  purpose.  The  result 
was  that  (hey  realized  about  7-|  per  cent,  in  District 
paper,  still  receiving  less  thru  was  due  to  them  by 
about  2£  per  cent. 
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Your  “citizen  of  the  purest  character’’  has  mis- 
stated one  fact,  probably  considered  the  most  im- 
portant in  his  communication  The  postmaster  gene- 
ral received  his  month’s  salary  as  usual,  in  a check  of 
$500  on  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis.  He  approved  the 
effort  of  the  clerks  to  obtain  as  near  their  legal  dues 
as  they  could,  but  he  waived  hi3  own  right  in  that 
respect  altogether.  He  doubtless  knew  too  well 
how  prone  many  “citizens  of  the  purest  character” 
are  to  misunderstand  and  misrepresent  all  his  ac- 
tions, however  just,  to  put  it  in  their  power  to  do  so 
in  this  instance.  He  is  content  to  receive  every 
month  some  $50  less  than  his  just  dues,  to  place 
himself  above  imputation  of  sordid  motive  in  any 
public  transaction. 

I have  to  request  that,  in  justice  to  the  postmas- 
ter general  as  well  as  the  clerks  in  the  public  offi- 
ces, who  desire  nothing  which  the  law  does  not 
grant  them,  you  will  give  a place  to  this  communi- 
cation in  to-morrow’s  Intelligencer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  KENDALL,  jr.  pay  agent,  Sfc. 


OFFICIAL. 

GENERAL  ORDER,  NO.  46. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army. 
Adjutant  general’s  office,  Washington,  July  12, 1837. 

i.  Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  army, 
since  the  publication  of  “general  order,”  No. 
2S,  dated  ,1st  April,  1837. 

I.  PROMOTIONS. 

Corps  of  engineers. 

Brevet  2d  lieutenant  Charles  H.  Bigelow,  to  be 
2d  lieutenant,  30th  June,  1837,  vice  Morell,  resign- 
ed, (brevet  1st  July,  1835). 

First  regiment  of  dragoons. 

1st  lieutenant  Benjamin  D.  Moore,  to  be  captain, 
loth  June,  1837,  vice  Duncan,  resigned. 

1st.  lieutenant  James  Allen,  to  be  captain,  30th 
June,  1837,  vice  Browne,  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  Henry  S.  Turner,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 3d  March,  1837i 

2d  lieutenant  Abram  R.  Johnston,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 15th  June,  1837,  vice  Moore,  promoted. 

2d.  lieutenant  Philip  R.  Thompson,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  30th  June,  1837,  vice  Allen,  promoted. 

First  regiment  of  artillery. 

2d  lieutenant  Louis  A.  B.  Walbach,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  19th  May,  1837,  vice  Kennedy,  deceas- 
ed. 

Second  regiment  of  artillery. 

Brevet  major  Matthew  M.  Payne,  captain  of  the 
4th,  to  be  major,  17th  December,  1836,  vice  Hates, 
promoted. 

Brevet  captain  James  Green,  1st  lieutenant,  to 
be  captain,  20th  June,  1837,  vice  Mallory,  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  James  M.  Morgan,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 31st  May,  1837,  vice  Fuller,  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  Henry  L.  Kendrick,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 20th  June,  1837,  vice  Green,  promoted. 

Third  regiment  of  artillery. 

Major  William  Gates,  of  the  2d,  to  be  lieutenant 
colonel,  17th  December,  1836. 

2d  lieutenant  James  H.  Simpson,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 30th  April,  1837,  vice  Smith,  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  Roswell  W.  Lee,  to  be  ’ 1st  lieu- 
tenant, 18th  May,  1837,  vice  Harris,  deceased 

2d  lieutenant  John  A.  Thomas,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 30th  June,  1837,  vice  Rose,  resigned. 

Fourth  regiment  of  artillery. 

1st  lieutenant  William  W.  Morris,  to  be  captain, 
17th  December,  1836,  vice  Payne,  promoted. 

2d  lieutenant  John  II.  Miller,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
17th  December,  1836,  vice  Morris,  promoted. 

2d  lieutenant  Alexander  E.  Shiras,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  31st  May,  1837,  vice  Johnston,  resigned. 

Fifth  regiment  of  infantry. 

1st  lieutenant  Moses  E.  Merrill,  to  be  captain, 
22d  June,  1837,  vice  J.  B.  F.  Russell,  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  Randolph  B.  Marcy,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 22d  June,  1837,  vice  Merrill,  promoted. 

Sixth  regiment  of  infantry. 

1st  lieutenant  George  H.  Crossman,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 30th  April,  1837,  vice  Waters,  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  Thomas  L.  Alexander,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  18th  April,  1837,  vice  Ealon,  dropped. 

2d  lieutenant  James  S.  Williams,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 30th  April,  1837,  vice  Crossman,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieutenant  William  H.  De  Forest,  to 
be  2d  lieutenant,  18th  April,  3837,  vice  Alexander, 
promoted,  (brevet  1st  July,  1835). 

II.  APPOINTMENTS. 

Medical  department. 

Silas  R.  Arnold,  of  New  York,  to  be  assistant  sur- 
geon, 26tn  June,  1837. 

Josiah  Simpson,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  assistant 
surgeon,  1 1th  July,  1837. 

William  J.  Sloan,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  assist- 
ant surgeon,  12th  July,  1837. 


First  regiment  of  dragoons. 

Richard  G.  Stockton,  late  2d  lieutenant,  to  be  2d 
lieutenant,  13th  May,  1837. 

Fifth  regiment  of  infantry. 

John  T.  Sprague,  of  the  marine  corps,  to  be  2d 
lieutenant,  3d  July,  1837. 

2.  The  following  named  cadets,  constituting  the 
first  class  of  the  military  academy,  having  been  ad- 
judged by  the  academic  staff  at  the  June  examina- 
tion of  1837  competent  to  perform  duty  in  the  army, 
the  president  of  the  United  States  has  appointed 
them  second  lieutenants  in  the  several  regiments  and 
corps  respectively,  or  attached  them  as  supernu- 
meraries, with  the  brevet  of  2d  lieutenants. 

Corps  of  engineers. 

Rank.  1.  Cadet  Henry  W.  Benham,  to  be  bvt. 
2d  lieutenant,  1st  July,  1837. 

First  regiment  of  dragoons. 

37.  Cadet  Robert  M.  McLane,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1837. 

47.  Cadet  Levi  P.  Davidson,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

48.  Cadet  Robert  H.  Chilton,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

Second  regiment  of  dragoons. 

49.  Cadet  William  Hardin,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

50.  Cadet  Franklin  Saunders,  to  be  brevet  2d 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1837. 

First  regiment  of  artillery. 

8.  Cadet  William  W.  Mackall,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1837. 

11.  Cadet  Israel  Vogdes,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  1st 
July,  1837. 

21.  Cadet  Bennett  H.  Hill,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

22.  Cadet  William  H.  French  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

29.  Cadet  Joseph  Hooker,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

32.  Cadet  Arthur  M.  Rutledge,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1837. 

35.  Cadet  William  H.  Fowler,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  18 17. 

Second  regiment  of  artillery. 

2.  Cadet  John  W.  Gunnison,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

3.  Cadet  Edwin  W.  Morgan,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

7.  Cadet  William  W.  Chapman,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1837. 

10.  Cadet  Lewis  G.  Arnold,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

14.  Cadet  Francis  Woodbridge,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1837. 

16.  Cadet  Edward  D.  Townsend,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
'enanf,  1st  July,  1837. 

20.  Cadet  Henry  C.  Pratt,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  1st 
July  1837 

24.  Cadet  John  Sedgwick,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

28.  Cadet  William  Armstrong,  to  te  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1337. 

33.  Cadet  Arnold  E.  Jones,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

Third  regiment  of  artillery. 

4.  Cadet  John  Bratt,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  1st  July, 
1837. 

5.  Cadet  Braxton  Bragg,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  1st, 
July,  1837. 

6 Cadet  Alexander  B.  Dyer,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1S37. 

13.  Cadet  Robert  P.  Jones,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

18.  Cadet  Jubal  A.  Early,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  1st 
July,  1837. 

23.  Cadet  George  Taylor,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  1st, 
July,  1837.  ' 

26.  Cadet  George  C.  Rodney,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

3 I.  Cadpt  Edward  J.  Steptoe,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
.1st  July,  1837. 

42.  Cadet  Randolph  Ridgley,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1S37. 

43.  Cadet  Francis  O.  Wyse,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1S37. 

Fourth  regiment  of  artillery. 

9.  Cadet  Eliakim  P.  Scammon,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1837. 

12.  Cadet  Thomas  Williams,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

15.  Cadet  A.  Park  Gregory,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

17.  Cadet  William  T.  Martin,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

19.  Cadet  Edmund  Bradford,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

25.  Cadet  Joshua  II.  Bates,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

27.  Cadet  John  C.  Pemberton,  to  be  2d  lieuten- 
nant,  1st  July,  1837. 


31.  Cadet  Charles  F.  Wooster,  to  be  2d  lieute- 
nant, 1st  July,  1837. 

Second  regiment  of  infantry. 

30.  Cadet  John  M.  Harvie,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

Fourth  regiment  of  infantry. 

44.  Cadet  William  G.  Grandiin,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
tenant, l;t  July,  1837 

Sixth  regiment  of  infantry. 

36.  Cadet  Samuel  Woods,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

39.  Cadet  John  B.  S.  Todd,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

41.  Cadet  Samuel  D.  J.  Moore,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1837. 

46.  Cadet  William  II.  T.  Walker,  to  be  brevet  2d 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1837. 

Seventh  regiment  of  infantry. 

38.  Cadet  Walter  Sherwood,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1S37. 

40.  Cadet  James  R.  Soley,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

45.  Cadet  Nevil  Hopson,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1837. 

III.  CASUALTIES,  (23.) 

Resignations,  (17.) 

Captains,  (5.) 

Jesse  B.  Brown,  1st  dragoons,  30th  June,  1837. 
Matthew  Duncan,  1st  dragoons,  15th  June,  1837. 
Henry  S.  Mallory,  2d  artillery,  20th  June,  1837. 
J.  B.  F.  Russell,  5th  infantry,  22d  June,  1837. 
Geo.  W.  Waters,  6th  infantry,  30lh  April,  1837. 
First  lieutenants,  (4.) 

Charles  A.  Fuller,  2d  artillery,  31st  May,  1837. 
Joseph  A.  Smith,  3d  artillery,  30th  April,  1837. 
Edwin  Rose,  3d  artillery,  30th  June,  1837. 

Joseph  E.  Johnson,  4th  artillery,  31st  May,  1837. 
Second  lieutenants,  ( 8.J 

George  W.  Morell,  corps  of  engineers,  30th  June, 
1837. 

Richard  G.  Stockton,  1st  dragoons,  30th  April, 
1837. 

Alfred  Herbert,  1st  artillery,  30th  June,  1837. 
Christopher  A.  Green,  3d  artillery,  30th  April, 
1837. 

Jonathan  Freeman,  6th  infantry,  31st  May,  1837. 
George  II.  Ringgold,  6th  infantry,  31st  May, 
1837. 

James  G.  Reed,  7th  infantry,  30th  June,  1S37. 
William  H.  Griffin,  7th  infantry,  30th  April,  1837. 
Tranfers,  (2.) 

Lieutenant  colonel  James  Bankhead,  of  the  3d 
regiment  of  artillery,  transferred  to  the  4th  regi- 
ment of  artillery. 

2d  lieutenant  James  L.  Donaldson,  of  the  3d  re- 
giment of  artillery,  transferred  to  the  1st  regiment 
of  artillery. 

Deaths,  (4.) 

1st  lieutenant  John  F.  Kennedy,  1st  artillery, 
18th  May,  1837. 

1st  lieutenant  Joseph  W.  Harris,  3d  artillery, 
18th  May,  1S37. 

2d  lieutenant  Charles  E.  Kingsbury,  2d  dragoons, 
9th  June,  1S37,  Florida. 

Assistant  surgeon  Thomas  R.  Johnson,  11th  July, 
1837. 

Dropped,  (2.) 

1st  lieutenant  Nathaniel  J.  Eaton,  6th  infantry, 
ISth  April,  1837. 

2d  lieutenant  Thomas  McCrate,  1st  dragoons, 
6th  May,  1837. 

3.  The  officers  promoted  and  appointed  will  re- 
port according  to  their  promotions  and  appoint- 
ments,.and  join  their  proper  stations  and  compa- 
nies without  delay;  those  on  detached  service,  or 
acting  tinder  special  orders  and  instructions,  will 
report  by  letter  to  their  respective  colonels. 

4.  The  graduates  of  the  military  academy,  ap - 
pointed  second  lieutenants  in  the  several  regiments 
of  artillery,  will  repair  to  Fort  Monroe,  and  there 
report  to  the  commanding  officer,  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  “general  order,”  No.  43;  those  ap- 
pointed in  the  other  arms  will,  on  the  1st  day  of 
Avgust  next,  proceed  to  join  their  respective  regi- 
ments, and  report  in  person  for  duty;  and  by  letter, 
forthwith,  to  their  respective  colonels. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  gene- 
ral commanding  in  chief. 

R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 


THE  SAC  AND  FOX  INDIANS. 

The  following  letter  was  addressed  by  Samuel 
H.  Davis,  esq.  the  intelligent  and  estimable  editor 
of  the  Peoria  (Illinois)  Register,  now  on  a tour  in 
Wisconsin  territory,  to  the  editor  of  the  St.  Louis 
Commercial  Bulletin: 

Catieese,  July  4th,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  The  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  our 
national  government  aTe  likely  to  affect  most  griev- 
ously the  repose  of  this  frontier,  in  stirring  up  the 
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Indians  to  acts  of  hostility.  I will  explain.  By 
the  treaty  of  1332,  in  which  the  Sacs  and  Foxes 
ceded  their  lands  bordering  on  the  Mississippi  to 
the  United  States,  generally  known  as  the  Black 
Hawk  purchase,  government  pledged  itself  to  pay 
them  $2i),<K)0  annually  in  specie,  and  to  furnish 
them  with  a certain  quantity  of  tobacco  and  salt. — 
In  the  treaty  of  133d,  ceding  the  Iovvay  reserve, 
similar  stipulations  were  made.  Hitherto  govern- 
ment has  faithfully  performed  its  contracts,  and  the 
Indians  have  been  perfectly  satisfied,  and  of  course 
entirely  friendly  towards  their  white  neighbors. 

This  year  they  repaired  to  Ilock  Island,  in  June, 
as  usual,  to  the  number  of  four  hundred,  to  receive 
their  annuity,  amounting  to  $20,000  on  the  Black 
Hawk  purchase,  $30,000  on  the  Ioway  reserve, 
and  $7,000  under  former  treaties,  together  with  ^jj 

iJ&ay^ treaty  (last  year)  was  also  a provision, 
binding  the  United  States  to  furnish  $10,000  worth 
of  horses,  to  be  ready  at  Rock  Island  at  the  same 
iitn„.  Juuge  ot  tbeir  surprise,  on  reaching  Rock 
Island,  to  find  that  no  preparations  had  been  made 
to  receive  them,  and  that  not  even  the  agent  was 
there.  A gentleman  present,  at  his  own  risk,  char- 
tered a steamboat  to  proceed  to  Prairie  du  Chien, 
the  residence  of  general  Street,  the  agent,  and  urge 
his  immediate  attendance.  General  Street  replied 
that  it  was  needless  to  go  down,  as  government  had 
irovided  no  means  of  paying  the  annuity.  He 
lowever  returned  in  the  boat,  and  attempted  to  ex- 
plain to  the  Indians  the  cause  of  the  delinquency, 
arising  from  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
the  banks.  The  chiefs  replied  that  the  president 
had  promised  them  the  specie — said  that  they  had 
been  told  that  it  was  all  his,  and  that  he  could  pay 
them  if  he  chose.  The  agent  further  attempted  to 
explain,  but  could  not  satisfy  them.  “Well,  where 
is  the  tobacco  and  salt,  and  where  are  the  horses 
for  our  summer  hunts?”  said  they.  Unfortunately 
these  had  not  been  provided,  and  the  disappoint- 
ment of  the  Indians  was  manifested  by  mutterings, 
long 'and  strong.  General  Street  offered  to  accom- 
pany them  to  St.  Louis,  to  see  captain  Hitchcock, 
the  disbursing  agent,  and  satisfy  them  that  the  mo- 
ney would  soon  be  paid.  Twenty  of  the  chiefs 
and  head  men  repaired  thither  with  him  accord- 
ingly; and  you,  doubtless,  saw  them  in  your  city 
last  week,  without  perhaps  knowing  the  object  of 
their  visit.  They,  however,  obtained  nothing, 
and  returned  in  the  steamboat  Pavilion,  passing 
Oquaulca  on  Saturday  last,  where  I then  was. 

Ho  not  be  surprised  if  something  serious  should 
grow  out  of  this.  Mr.  Phelps,  of  Oquaulca,  who 
knows  the  Indians  as  well  as  any  man  living  on  the 
Mississippi,  told  me  he  had  never  known  them  so 
highly  inflamed  withoutbreakingout  into  open  hosti- 
lity. Indeed  they  have  already  committed  some  de- 
predations on  Skunk  river,  (below  Burlington)  by 
driving  off  two  or  three  white  families;  and  they 
have  also  killed  some  cattle  belonging  to  settlers  on 
the  Ioway,  near  where  I now  write  you.  It  is 
thought  that  Keokuk  will  be  able  to  restrain  the 
Sacs  on  the  Des  Moines;  but  the  Foxes,  on  the 
Ioway,  will  be  more  difficult  to  control. 

Should  it  be  asked  why  does  not  the  government 
take  the  specie  from  the  land  offices  and  pay  the 
Indians?  I reply,  it  has  no  specie  in  those  offices, 
or  comparatively  none:  it  was  deposited  in  the 
banks  before  the  late  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, and  can  now  no  more  be  obtained  by  the 
government  than  it  can  be  obtained  by  private  in- 
dividuals. 

I have  written  you  this  letter,  in  order  that  should 
a frontier  war  grow  out  of  this  affair,  the  cause  of 
it  may  be  properly  understood.  There  are  two  or 
three  other  circumstances,  growing  out  of  the  well 
meant,  though  misunderstood  advances  of  our  go- 
vernment towards  the  Sioux,  the  natural  enemies 
of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  and  of  which  Keokuk  spoke 
with  bitter  irony  at  the  last  meeting,  which  go  to 
irritate  still  more  the  disaffected.  I sincerly  hope, 
however,  that  the  annuity  will  be  speedily  paid, 
that  the  apprehensions  of  danger  which  now  pre- 
vail may  speedily  pass  away.  I remain,  &c. 

SAMUEL  H.  DAVIS. 

On  noticing  the  paragraph  published  in  the  last 
“Register,”  respecting  the  visit  of  a deputation 
of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  to  St.  Louis,  the  Washing- 
ton “Globe,”  says — “There  is  about  as  much  truth 
in  the  above  as  is  generally  found  in  the  articles  of 
the  opposition  newspapers  when  they  speak  of  the 
operations  of  the  government.  We  learn  that  the 
law  appropriating  the  Indian  annuities  for  18.36, 
was  not  passed  till  the  14th  of  June  of  that  year, 
the  remittances  not  made  till  the  middle  of  July, 
and  the  payments  not  till  the  15th  of  August.  For 
this  year’s  annuities  the  remittances  have  been 
made,  and  the  disbursing  officers  will  doubtless 
receive  them  in  time  to  make  the  payments  at  as 


early  a day  as  they  were  made  iast  year,  which,  it 
is  believed,  was  as  early  as  they  have  generally 
been  made.” 

That  paper  further  remarks — 

“Such  portions  of  the  remittances  as  have  been 
asked  for  in  specie  have  been  at  once  met  by  drafts 
on  land  offices  in  which  sufficient  amounts  were  on 
hand  to  meet  them,  besides  additional  sums.” 


LETTER  FROM  THOMAS  COOPER, 

OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

I was  for  many  years  an  opponent  of  the  old  bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  have  been  of  the  present 
bank  because  I deemed  it  unconstitutional  in  con- 
gress to  erect  such  an  institution,  knowing  that  the 
proposal  was  rejected  in  the  convention  of  1787, 
diYrftlKeaT^d?',W,i  had  conversations  with  the 
late  Mr.  Dallas  on  the  subject,  to  whom  I objected 
the  preceding  argument,  and  Mr.  Madison’s  doubts 
and  difficulties.  Mr.  Dallas  replied,  the  institution 
of  a national  bank  has  been  sanctioned  in  full  view 
of  all  these  difficulties,  by  the  actual  institution  ol 
the  former  bank,  by  repeated  legislative,  executive 
and  popular  recognitions  of  its  constitutional ity, 
and  it  is  now  universally  acknowledged  to  be  ne- 
cessary as  an  adjunct  and  instrument  of  the  fiscal 
power  of  the  general  government.  Such  a question 
as  this  must  be  censidered  at  rest  at  some  time  or 
other.  Interest  reipublicce  ut  denique  sit  finis  Lilium. 
With  such  an  immense  amount  of  property  resting 
on  the  permanent  validity  of  so  many  acts  of  the 
legislature,  and  so  many  decisions  of  the  courts, 
and  so  long  continued  popular  acquiescence,  there 
will  be  no  security  for  property  of  any  kind, 
if  these  principles  are  now  to  be  shaken.  More- 
over, we  claim  the  right,  if  not  as  a substantive,  as 
an  implied  power,  useful,  necessary,  proper  and 
adapted  to  the  fiscal  wants  of  the  government. 

To  this  I answered — The  former  bank  was  ob- 
tained through  the  influence  of  the  federal  party 
and  the  paper  money  speculators,  over  general 
Washington;  and  the  site  of  the  federal  city  was  in 
some  way  connected  with  it.  But  laying  aside  all 
objections  of  influence,  I contend  that  as  a substan- 
tive power,  it  is  a question  of  jurisdiction,  which 
may  be  urged  at  any  time.  A pow'er  originally  in- 
competent, cannot  acquire  legitimate  authority  by 
usurpation.  If  congress  have  not  power,  time  can- 
not give  it  against  the  people;  the  people  alone 
must  confer  it.  I claim  the  benefit  of  the  law  re- 
lating to  questions  of  jurisdictions,  never  out  of 
time. 

As  to  your  claim  in  favor  of  a national  bank  as 
an  implied  power,  you  are  bound  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  show,  that  it  is  not  merely  convenient,  use- 
ful, proper  or  adapted — you  must  show  that  it  is 
necessary;  that  you  cannot  do  without  it — that  you 
have  tried  all  other  feasible  plans,  and  are  driven 
to  this  remedy.  You  have  not  tried  a national 
treasury,  and  the  credit  you  may  attach  to  it — you 
have  not  tried  a system  of  state  banks,  dispersed 
over  the  country,  for  the  convenience  of  regulating 
domestic  exchanges.  You  have  not  tried  a treasu- 
ry board  of  commissioners,  or  other  plans  which  I 
have  not  knowledge  enough  to  suggest  or  devise. 
Prove  to  me  the  necessity  of  your  measure,  and  I 
yield. 

Mr.  Dallas  replied — We  feel  such  an  institution  at 
this  moment  absolutely  necessary,  to  counteract  the 
refusal  of  specie  payments  by  the  state  banks.  The 
power  of  government  is  paralyzed  by  their  exten- 
sive influence,  and  the  management  of  the  revenue 
is  not  in  the  hands  of  the  government,  while  these 
institutions  possess  their  present  controlling  power. 
The  aid  of  a national  bank  supported  by,  and  sup- 
porting the  wholesome  influence  of  government  in 
collecting  its  taxes  in  valuable,  instead  of  worthless 
paper,  has  become  a want  of  indispensable  necessi- 
ty, and  constitutional  or  not,  your  federal  govern- 
ment cannot  get  on  without  it. 

To  this  I had  nothing  to  say;  necessity-  acknow- 
ledges no  law,  and  I acquiesced.  I was  confuted, 
undoubtedly,  but  not  convinced.  My  prejudices  in 
favor  of  the  constitution  continued,  till  the  plan  of 
a national  bank  at  New  York,  attributed  to  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  came  in  full  force  against  me.  II  we 
are  to  have  a national  bank,  if  the  government  and 
the  people  are  both  resolved  on  it,  why  are  we  to 
prostrate  an  undoubtedly  useful  institution  now  in 
existence,  in  favor  of  any  untried  party  measure? 

I supported  therefore,  before  the  public,  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Biddle’s  present  bankas  one  of  tried  and  ap- 
proved merit,  skill,  and  honesty.  It  was  in  reality 
what  it  ought  to  be,  an  independent  bank,  conduct- 
ed merely  and  fairly  on  genuine  banking  princi- 
ples. 

That  bank  has  been  prostrated;  the  substitutes  I 
proposed  as  useful  and  proper,  have  all  been  tried. 
Weighed  in  the  balance  they  are  found  wanting. 
Mr.  Dallas’  treasury  notes  were  depreciated  paper 


— a total  failure.  The  deposites  having  been  re- 
moved from  the  treasury,  the  system  of  state  banks 
dispersed  through  the  country,  has  been  tried,  to 
the  utter  disgrace  of  every  narty  concerned — from 
general  Jackson  to  each  sttm  director  and  officer. 
The  treasury — where  is  it?  The  public  funds — 
where  are  they7?  The  solvency  of  government — a 
phantom,  non  existing. 

As  an  implied  power,  therefore,  all  my  objections 
having  been  acted  on  and  found  worthless  in  prac- 
tice, I give  up,  I am  confuted  by  past  and  present 
facts.  My  notions  have  been  tried,  doubtless,  by 
very  objectionable  experimenters,  but  I cannot  ho- 
nestly7 resist  the  results.  I agree,  therefore,  with  the 
late  Mr.  Dallas,  that  a national  bank  is  an  instrument 

necessary  to  come  in  aid  of  the  fiscal  duties  of  our 
0-.-.i,uAm,  auu  uierefore,  as  an  implied  powPr 

constitutional.  But  heaven  forbid  that  government 
should  have  any  control  in  it  or  over  it  Such  are 
the  present  views  of, 

THOMAS  COOPER,  M.  D. 

Columbia,  (S.  C.)  July  1,  1837. 


LETTER  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR  OF 
KENTUCKY. 

Executive  department,  Frankfort,  June  8,  1837. 

To  Messrs.  Snead,  Joyes,  Crow,  Bland,  Keats,  Rudd, 
and  Hcran,  committee,  $$c. 

Gentlemen:  Having  been  furnished  by  you 
with  the  resolutions  adopted  at  a meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  Louisville,  urging  upon  me  the  imme- 
diate convention  of  the  legislature  of  our  state,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  embar- 
rassments under  which  the  country  now  labors,  and 
the  evils  with  which  it  is  threatended,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  derangement  of  our  moneyed  affairs; 
and  having  heard  from  the  gentlemen  representing 
the  bank  of  Kentucky  and  the  Louisville  bank  such 
reasons  as  these  institutions  thought  proper  to  sug- 
gest upon  the  subject,  I have  upon  mature  delibera- 
tion come  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  is  not  at  this 
time  advisable  to  convene  the  legislature.  No  good 
could  result  to  the  country,  in  my  opinion,  from  the 
adoption  of  such  a measure  at  the  present  crisis. 
The  following  reasons  have  induced  me  to  come  to 
this  conclusion: 

A very  short  period  of  time  has  elapsed,  since 
the  moneyed  transactions  of  the  country  have  become 
deranged,  and  the  suspension  on  the  part  of  the 
hanks  of  the  payment  wT  gmu  anu  silver  for  their 
notes  has  taken  place.  So  short,  indeed,  has  it 
been,  that  the  public  mind  has  not  had  time  to  be- 
come settled;  or  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  propriety 
of  the  conduct  adopted  by  the  banks,  or  to  deter- 
mine upon  such  measures  as  prudence  would  dic- 
tate as  best  adapted  to  meet  the  present  emergency 
and  to  extricate  the  country  from  the  evils  that  hang 
over  it. 

Public  confidence  in  the  honesty  of  banks  and 
their  ability  to  meet  their  engagements  is  essential 
to  the  progress  of  every  kind  of  business- — to  inter- 
nal trade — to  the  adjustment  and  payment  of  debts 
—and,  indeed,  under  present  circumstances,  to  every 
pecuniary  or  commercial  operation,  or  even  to  the 
transaction  of  the  most  common  business  affairs  of 
citizen  and  citizen.  Every  movement,  therefore, 
on  the  part  of  the  public  authorities,  that  might 
have  the  effect,  even  most  remotely7,  to  diminish 
this  confidence,  would  be  of  great  public  evil  and 
productive  of  the  most  pernicious  resulls.  To  con- 
vene the  legislature  at  this  time  would,  in  my  opi- 
nion, have  a tendency  to  shake  public  confidence, 
not  only  in  the  banks,  but  in  the  state  government 
itself.  The  very  fact,  that  a necessity  existed, 
sufficient  to  cause  an  assemblage  of  the  legislature, 
would  excite  uneasiness  and  distrust  in  the  public 
mind.  Apprehensions  would  be  produced  in  the 
community,  that  the  banks  would  continue  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments,  under  legislative  sanc- 
tion; that  a ruinous  increase  of  paper  currency  would 
ensue,  or  that  the  legislature  might  madly  attempt 
io  interfere  with  the  obligation  of  contracts  between 
individuals,  and  thereby  in  some  measure  destroy7 
in  them  all  moral  sense  of  the  necessity  of  punctu- 
ality in  their  dealings,  and  create  a public  disregard 
for  the  authority  of  laws  and  contracts.  A large 
majority  of  the  people  of  this  state,  so  far  as  I have 
obtained  information  upon  this  subject,  are  opposed 
to  a call  of  the  legislature  at  this  time — they  do  not 
deem  it  necessary — they  believe  it  could  accomplish 
no  public  good.  They  look  to  the  action  of  the 
general  government  for  a remedy  for  the  present 
deranged  condition  of  the  currency.  The  congress 
of  the  United  States  is  to  meet  in  September  next, 
and  the  people  are  opposed  to  any  action  of  the  3tate 
government,  previous  to  that  period.  It  would  not 
now  be  practicable  to  call  a meeting  of  the  legisla- 
ture earlier  than  some  time  in  the  beginning  of  next 
month.  That  would  be  a time  very  inconvenient 
for  the  members  to  leave  heme,  and  a time  pecu- 
culiarly  unfavorable  to  calm,  dispassionate  delibera- 
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lion.  It  would  immediately  precede  our  annual  elec- 
tions, and  might  produce  the  most  disastrous  conse- 
quences. It  would  open  a theatre  upon  which  the 
demagogue  would  have  an  almost  unlimited  scope 
for  the  exercise  of  tarents,  used  alone  to  promote 
his  own  selfish  views,  by  playing  upon  the  igno- 
rance, the  passions  and  the  prejudices  of  the  peo- 
ple. A state  of  alarm  and  excitement  would  be 
produced  inimical  to  the  operations  of  reason  and 
reflection;  and,  in  this  state  of  agitation  and  rashness, 
before  the  public  mind  should  become  tranquil,  our 
annual  elections  would  occur  under  circumstances 
obviously  disadvantageous,  that  no  good  could  rea- 
sonably be  anticipated  to  result  from  them. 

But  the  most  powerful  reason  upon  my  mind 
arises  from  a settled  conviction  that  the  legislature, 

jf  now  convener!,  couiu  auuj/i.  ; , 

would  bring  any  alleviation  to  the  pecuniary  em- 
barrassment under  which  the  community  labors. — 
It  has  no  constitutional  power  to  enact  stop-laws, 
or  any  other  law  injurious  to  the  rights  growing 
out  of  public  or  private  contracts.  I would  not  re- 
lieve the  banks  from  any  liabilities  they  are  under 
to  individuals,  originating  under  the  provisions  of 
their  charters.  No  individual,  upon  reflection, 
would  desire  the  legislature  to  attempt  the  exercise 
of  such  prohibited  powers.  What  then  would  be 
accomplished  bv  it,  to  meet  the  present  crisis  and 
diminish  the  difficulties  of  our  condition?  Any 
thing  it  could  constitutionally  do,  instead  of  lessen- 
ing, would  tend  to  increase  the  evils  that  now  af- 
flict society. 

The  conduct  that  the  banks  ought  to  adopt  in 
the  management  of  their  business  is  so  obvious, 
that  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  about  it — that 
line  of  conduct  they  can  follow,  without  the  aid  of 
further  legislation.  The  amount  of  their  notes  in 
circulation  ought  to  be  diminished  by  small  but  re- 
gular calls  upon  their  debtors.  This  diminution  of 
their  paper  in  circulation  ought  to  be  effected  so 
gradually  as  not  to  produce  a sudden  pressure:  the 
process  ought  to  be  slow,  yet  a certain  one.  By 
adopting  this  policy,  they  can  inspire  public  confi- 
dence in  the  prudent  management  of  their  concerns, 
and  in  a short  time  place  themselves  in  a condition 
to  be  able  to  resume  the  payment  of  these  notes  in 
gold  and  silver.  Any  other  lino  of  conduct  on 
their  part,  will  he  fatal  not  only  to  their  own  ex- 
istence. but  ruinous  to  some  of  the  best  interests  of 
society. 

I have  carefully  examined  into  the  condition  of 
the  banks  of  this  state  and  their  means  to  meet 
their  liabilities.  No  doubt  is,  or  ought  to  be  enter- 
tained, of  their  ability  to  discharge  all  their  en- 
gagements, and,  by  an  honest  and  faithful  applica- 
tion of  the  powers  with  which  they  are  entrusted, 
to  restore  the  currency  in  a very  short  time  to  its 
former  healthful  condition.  The  present  situation 
of  affairs  has  placed  in  their  hands  high  and  re- 
sponsible duties.  If  in  the  discharge  of  their  du- 
ties they  do,  instead  of  yielding  to  the* love  of  gain, 
alone  consult  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
country,  (and,  that  they  will  be  actuated  by  this 
feeling  we  are  assured  from  the  high  character  and 
great  moral  worth  of  the  directory),  no  reasonable 
doubt  can  be  entertained,  that  the  legislature  will, 
when  it  assembles,  relieve  them  from  the  forfeiture 
of  their  charters — not  by  justifying  the  act  of  sus- 
pension, or  authorising  its  continuance,  but  merely 
by  excusing  it  as  the  effect  of  imperious  necessity. 

I feel  a deep  and  abiding  sympathy  with  the  citi- 
zens of  Louisville,  as  well  as  those  in  every  other 
part  of  the  country  upon  whom  this  calamity  bears 
with  an  unsparing  hand.  I deplore  the  occasion 
and  the  circumstances  that  surround  our  lately  hap- 
py and  prosperous  country,  with  so  much  gloom 
and  despondency.  I would  to  God,  that  it  were  in 
the  power  of  the  state  government  to  afford  relief  to 
the  suffering  citizens.  Their  own  prudence  and 
firmness  are  now  their  best  and  surest  reliance — their 
patriotism  and  good  sense,  combined  with  mutual 
confidence,  mutual  aid,  and  mutual  forbearance, 
will  enable  them  to  meet  and  overcome  the  danger, 
I have  been  alone  actuated  by  an  imperative  sense 
of  duty  in  forming  the  opinion  thus  communicated 
to  you.  Your  obedient,  humble  servant. 

JAS.  CLARK. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  ALBANY  GENERAL 
REPUBLICAN  COMMITTEE. 

From,  the  New  York  Times. 

We  give  the  first  place  to  the  following  address 
from  the  Albany  republican  general  committee,  be- 
lieving it  to  express  the  sentiments  of  the  demo- 
cratic party  on  topics  of  universal  interest  at  the 
present  time. 

Albany  general  republican  committee. 
At  a meeting  of  the  general  republican  committee 
of  the  city  of  Albany,  held  in  pursuance  to  previous 
notice,  on  Thursday  last,  the  following  address  was, 
after  having  been  read,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Edward 


Livingston,  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  published  in 
the  Albany  Argus: 

address. 

The  republican  general  committee  of  Albany,  in 
view  of  the  present  unusual  posture  of  public  af- 
fairs, and  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
securing  union  and  concert  of  action  among  the 
friends  of  the  national  and  state  administrations, 
deem  it  proper  on  this,  as  they  have  done  on  former 
occasions,  to  address  their  republic  an  fellow  citi- 
zens. Although  several  months  will  intervene  be- 
fore the  electors  will  be  called  upon  to  discharge 
their  duty  at  the  polls,  the  time  is  at  hand  when 
they  will  begin  to-  assemble  in  their  primary  meet- 
ings, for  the  purpose  of  selecting  delegates  to  coun- 
ty and  district  conventions.  It  cannot,  therefore, 
Inony,  amfltmt 

and  established  usages,  which  have  hitherto  distin- 
guished and  sustained  the  democratic  party. 

The  party  arrayed  against  us  is  none  tire  less 
dangerous  because  it  is  not  always  found  in  the 
open  field  of  manly  warfare.  It  has  less  to  hope 
from  a direct  attack#  than  it  has  from  those  covert 
efforts  by  which  the  seeds  of  discord  are  sown 
among  brethren.  These  effects  should  be  sedulous- 
ly guarded  against.  Harmony  and  efficiency  can 
most  effectually  be  promoted,  by  moderation  and 
forbearance  among  those  who  may  differ  upon  ques- 
tions of  minor  importance: — by  a general  attendance 
of  the  republican  electors  in  the  primary  meetings 
— by  the  choice  of  delegates  who  have  no  interest 
to  serve  separate  from  the  general  welfare — by  the 
selection  of  candidates  for  office  who  neither  want 
discretion  or  firmness  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
public  duties,  and  by  a steady  adherence  to  regular 
nominations.  By  following  this  course  of  policy, 
W'e  cannot  fail  to  secure  such  a signal  triumph  at 
the  fall  elections,  as  will  have  the  most  salutary  in- 
fluence upon  public  affairs. 

The  subject  which  now  principally  engrosses  the 
public  attention,  is  the  pecuniary  embarrassment  of 
the  country.  Although  this  evil  has  fallen  most 
heavily  upon  our  commercial  cities,  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  its  influence  is  extended  over  the  whole 
body  politic:  and  there  are  probably  few  individuals 
who  do  not  in  some  way  feel  that  a check  has  been 
experienced  in  that  unexampled  tide  of  prosperity 
which  so  lately  prevailed  throughout  the  state. 
Still  the  mischief,  great  as  it  really  is,  has  been  un- 
duly magnified  by  bur  political  opponents.  Instead 
of  attempting  a remedy,  they  are  at  work  to  aggra 
vate  the  evil  and  extend  its  influence,  in  the  hope 
that  public  distress  and  individual  suffering  may  be 
turned  to  political  account.  While  the  true  causes 
of  the  prevalent  embarrassment  are  carefully  kept 
out  of  sight,  no  pains  are  spared  to  fasten  the  mis 
chief  upon  our  government;  and  our  opponents  al 
ready  flatter  themselves  that  they  will  thus  be  able 
to  overthrow  the  national  and  state-administrations 
Their  candidates  for  the  presidency  are  already  in 
the  field,  and  the  activity  which  every  where  per 
vades  their  parti-colored  ranks,  indicates  that  they 
have  once  more  been  warmed  into  life,  and  hope 
and  confidence,  by  the  disasters  which  have  fallen 
upon  the  country.  After  having  professed  to  aban- 
don that  ground,  we  are  again  told  that  a national 
bank  is  indispensable  to  our  welfare;  and  under  that 
banner  the  whigs  of  this  day  are  again  collecting 
their  scattered  forces. 

4 1 though  we  cannot  permit  ourselves  to  doubt 
that  the  people -will  firmly  adhere  to  their  princi- 
ples, and  steadily  uphold  the  government  of  their 
their  choice,  we  deem  it  not  improper  or  unseasona- 
ble to  take  a brief  survey  of  the  principal  causes 
which  have  led  to  our  present  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments. 

The  review,  while  it  cannot  fail  to  vindicate  the 
administration  against  the  clamors  of  the  opposition, 
will  not  be  wholly  unprofitable  by  way  of  suggest- 
ing the  appropriate  remedy. 

With  the  exception  of  the  brief  period  of  panic 
and  distress  brought  on  by  the  United  States  bank 
and  its  partisans  in  1834,  the  country  has  for  several 
years,  enjoyed  an  unexampled  degree  of  prosperity. 
All  the  great  interests  of  the  state  and  nation,  were 
in  the  most  successful  progress,  and  the  industry 
and  enterprize  of  the  people  were  every  where 
crowned  with  the  most  abundant  rewards.  But, 
such  a state  of  things,  however  desirable  in  itself, 
must  inevitably  be  followed  by  a season  of  revul- 
sion. When  all  the  great  interests  of  the  country 
are  rapidly  advancing,  the  merchant  will  import 
and  the  people  will  purchase  too  many  goods.  So 
it  has  been  in  times  past,  and  so  it  is  now.  Our 
internal  condition  has  not  only  been  in  the  highest 
degree  flattering,  but  an  unusual  impulse  to  trade 
has  been  given  by  foreign  manufacturers,  merchants 
and  capitalists.  For  the  last  few  years  an  almost 
unlimited  credit  for  goods  has  been  offered,  and 
English  bankers  have  afforded  such  facilities  to 


merchants  for  raising  money,  as  were  eminently 
calculated  to  impart  a most  powerful  stimulant  to 
commercial  enterprise.  The  result  has  been  that 
we  have  over-traded,  and  a commercial  balance  of 
sixty  millions  of  dollars  is  due  from  us  to  England 
and  othc-r  foreign  countries!  The  heavy  debt  rests 
in  the  first  instance  on  our  importers  and  other 
merchants,  but  it  must  in  the  end  be  paid  by  those 
who  consume  the  goods— they  are  the  ultimate 
debtors.  Large  as  this  balance  is,  another  year  of 
prosperity  would  have  been  sufficient  to  wipe  it  off, 
had  not  a commercial  revulsion  in  Great  Britain 
and  a sudden  change  of  policy  on  the  part  of  the 
bank  of  England  interrupted  the  previous  course  of 
trade  between  the  two  countries.  Our  merchants, 
expecting  to  pay  at  their  convenience,  were  sud- 
denly overtaken  by  a demand  for  immediate  pay- 

weie  greatly  reduced  in  value  in' tile rnifi-Mef 
and  especially  cotton,  the  staple  article  of  exporta- 
tion, had  suffered  a depression  of  about  one-half  ita 
former  price.  We  have  in  this  single  view  oi  the 
subject,  ample  cause  for  the  distress  that  has  fallen 
upon  the  country,  without  charging  it  to  the  ac- 
count of  a mal-administration  of  the  government. 

But  there  har  e been  other  causes  hi  operation. 
There  has  been  an  extravagant  spirit  of  speculation 
and  an  inordinate  appetite  for  gain.  Not  less  than 
forty  or  fifty  millions  of  dollars  have  been  with- 
drawn from  the  purposes  of  commerce  and  other 
modes  in  which  it  was  employed,  and  invested  in 
western  lands,  cities  on  paper  and  other  unproduc- 
tive property.  If  this  money  had  been  left  in  its 
accustomed  channels,  we  should  at  this  day  have 
heard  but  very  little  about  the  distress  oftbe  coun- 
try. This  money,  although  not  lost  to  the  owners, 
has  well  nigh  ceased  to  perform  its  usual  office.  It 
has  been  in  a course  of  transmission  from  the  sea- 
bord  to  the  far  west;  anil  thence  passing  through  the 
land  offices,  it  has  slowly  found  its  way  through  the 
deposite  banks  back  again  to  the  seabord.  Here  it 
remained  dormant  and  useless,  or  was  so  used  as  to 
produce  mischief  rather  than  benefit.  The  banks 
cither  were  not  in  a condition  to  loan  it  because  the 
amount  of  their  discounts  were  restricted  by  law, 
or  they  loaned,  if  at  all,  for  the  shortest  periods,  in 
order  that  they  might  at  any  tiling  be  prepared  to 
meet  the  calls  of  government. 

The  legislation  of  the  general  government  has  not 
always  been  the  most  propitious  to  our  welfare. 
The  accumulation  of  forty  millions  of  surplus  reve- 
nue in  the  treasury  was  in  itself  a great  public 
evil.  This  large  sum  was  not  only  "collected  from 
the  people  for  no  proper  object,  but  it  has  been 
practically  withdrawn  from  the  channels  of  busi- 
ness. For  the  last  year  it  has  been  in  the  course 
of  transmission  to  and  distribution  among  the  seve- 
ral states,  under  the  operation  of  the  late  law  of 
congress.  We  agree  in  five  policy  of  restoring  this 
money  to  the  people  from  whom  it  was  improvident- 
ly  collected.  The  law  which  was  passed  for  that 
purpose  not  only  had  the  votes  of  a great  majority 
of  the  democratic  members  of  congress,  but  it  was 
approved  by  president  Jackson,  and  also  by  the 
present  executive  of  the  "United  States  in  his  letter 
to  Sherrod  Williams.  It  was  undoubtely  proper  to 
provide  for  a distribution,  instead  of  retaining  this 
surplus  money  in  the  deposite  banks,  and  the  bene- 
ficial effects  of  the  measure  will  ultimately  be  felt 
in  every  part  of  the  country.  Still,  it  cannot  be 
denied,  that  the  preparatory  steps  for  the  distribu- 
tion, disturbed  exchanges,  unsettled  the  currency 
and  aggravated  the  evils  under  which  we  now  la- 
bor. 

Beyond  these  general  causes  which  have  operated 
throughout  the  whole  union,  it  should  not  be  for- 
gotten that  the  city  of  New  York,  the  great  com- 
mercial mart  of  the  United  States,  suffered  the  loss 
of  about  twenty  millions  of  dollars  in  a single  night 
by  the  great  fire  of  1835.  This  calamity  was  much 
less  severely  l'elt  at  that  time  than  it  is  at  the  pre- 
sent juncture. 

If  to  the  considerations  which  have  been  men- 
tioned, we  add  the  obvious  and  glaring  fact,  that 
there  has  been  a reckless  extravagance  of  expendi- 
tures among  all  clashes  in  the  community,  we  shall 
have  little  occasion  to  look  beyond  our  own  indis- 
cretion for  an  adequate  solution  of  the  present  diffi- 
culties. The  opposition  may  rail  against* the  go- 
vernment, but  the  simple  truth  is,  that  the  commu- 
nity are  deeply  involved  in  debt,  and  it  will  require 
some  little  time  to  pay  off  balances  at  home  as  well 
as  abroad. 

A demand  for  specie  to  be  exported  in  payment 
of  foreign  debts,  and  a panic  in  the  public  mind, 
which  was  greatly  aggravated,  if  not  in  fact  produc- 
ed by  the  sinister  efforts  of  the  opposition,  brought 
on  a suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks. 
This,  though  a great  deal,  was  one,  which  in  the 
actual  posture  of  affairs,  could  not  have  been  avert- 
ed. The  banks  in  this  state  were  indebted  some- 
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what  less  than  forty  millions  of  dollars,  upon  their 
notes  in  circulation,  for  deposites  of  money,  and  in 
other  ways,  while  the  debts  due  to  the  banks  from 
individuals,  amounted  to  about  eighty  millions  of 
dollars.  While  none  of  these  individual  debts  were 
paid  in  specie,  and  a large  proportion  of  them  not 
paid  at  all  as  they  fell  due,  it  is  manifest  that  no 
bank  could  long  stand  a run  for  specie:  a run,  not 
only  provoked  for  partisan  purposes,  but  stimulat- 
ed by  a ten  per  cent,  premium  for  exportation. — 
Such  a state  of  things  was  nearly  without  parallel 
in  this  country,  and  it  was  absolutely  certain,  that 
while  specie  remains  at  such  a premium,  we  can 
retain  very  little  in  circulation.  Those  who  have 
it  will  hoard  or  sell  it  at  a premium,  and  whatever 
thus  passes  into  circulation,  will  find  its  way  abroad 
to  pay  off  foreign  debts.  A call  upon  debtors,  un- 
der such  circumstances,  for  immediate  payment  of 
tile  immense  sums  due,  would  be  in  a great  de- 
gree fruitless  or  nearly  ruinous  to  all  classes  of  our 
fellow  citizens.  Viewing  the  question  in  this  light, 
the  legislature,  with  becoming  promptitude,  de- 
clared that  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  should 
not  work  a forfeiture  of  the  charters  of  the  banks. 
This  wise  and  salutary  measure  was  adopted  not 
only  as  a necessary  protection  to  these  institutions, 
but  for  the  more  important  purpose  of  affording  effi- 
cient relief  to  the  whole  community.  But  1'or  this 
law,  the  banks  would  have  been  compelled  to  sus- 
pend all  business,  and  the  debts  due  to  them  from 
tile  people  must  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  re- 
ceivers for  immediate  collection.  It  would  be  no 
ordinary  matter,  at  any  time,  however  prosperous, 
to  press  tile  immediate  payment  of  sixty  or  eighty 
millions  of  dollars;  but  it  is  certain,  that  the  anni- 
hilation of  paper  currency,  in  addition  to  existing 
embarrassments,  while  we  have  less  than  ten  mil- 
lions of  specie  in  the  state,  would  have  rendered 
the  effort  absolutely  hopeless.  The  debts  might  be 
carried  to  judgment,  but  a sacrifice  of  the  entire 
property  of  the  debtors  could  not  have  satisfied  the 
executions.  The  overgrown  rich  might  have  fat- 
tened on  these  forced  sales,  for  they  alone  could 
have  commanded  specie  for  the  speculation;  but 
those  who  were  at  all  in  debt,  and  few  are  so  for- 
tunate as  to  be  completely  exempt,  could  have 
looked  for  nothing  short  of  irretrievable  ruin.  The 
governor,  in  the  same  laudable  spirit  which  he 
evinced  on  another  memorable  occasion,  and  with 
tiiat  zeal  for  the  public  welfare  which  has  charac- 
terised his  whole  administration,  gave  a decided 
and  efficient  support  to  the  suspension  law.  The 
example  of  this  state  has  since  been  followed  by 
such  of  our  sister  states  as  have  acted  on  the  sub- 
ject, with  the  single  exception  of  New  Jersey, 
where  a similar  law  was  defeated  by  the  opposition. 
There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  measure 
has  received,  and  will  continue  to  receive,  the  cor- 
dial approbation  of  republicans  throughout  the  state. 

Although  we  suffer  present  embarrassments,  the 
sources  of  our  wealth  are  not  destroyed.  If  from 
the  past  we  have  learned  an  abiding  lesson  of  pru- 
dence, industry  and  economy,  little  has  been  lost. 
With  the  blessings  of  Providence  and  a short  time 
for  the  adjustment  of  balances,  we  shall  again  find 
the  country  prosperous  and  happy.  Importations 
have  nearly  ceased,  and  as  soon  as  the  foreign  debt 
has  been  adjusted,  trie  drain  for  specie  to  send 
abroad  will  be  at  an  end,  and  then  the  resumption 
of  specie  payments  will  be  easy  and  proper. 

The  measures  adopted  by  the  government  for  the 
purpose  of  infusing  a larger  proportion  of  specie 
into  our  circulating  medium,  have  had,  and  will 
continue  to  receive  our  warmest  approbation.  The 
law  of  this  state  for  suppressing  small  bills  has  ope- 
rated beneficially;  and  although  at  thi3  time,  it  oc- 
casions some  inconvenience,  the  difficulty,  we  trust, 
will  soon  be  over.  The  idea  of  an  exclusive  metal- 
lic currency  has  never  had  any  countenance,  either 
from  the  state  or  national  administration,  and  can 
only  be  advocated  by  those  who  are  ignorant  of  the 
condition  and  wants  of  the  country,  ot  who  have 
some  sinister  end  in  view.  On  this  subject  we  ful- 
ly concur  in  the  views  suggested  by  the  present  de- 
mocratic governor  of  Virginia:  in  his  recent  mes- 
sage to  tile  legislature  of  that  state  he  says,  “bank 
paper  has  long  performed  all  the  purposes  of  cur- 
rency, and  by  the  holders  of  it,  the  poor  and  the 
rich,  is  counted  as  money.  The  merchants  and 
traders  of  our  towns  have  been  accustomed  to  look 
to  the  banks  for  facilities  and  aid;  and  through  their 
instrumentality  it  was,  they  have  been  enabled  to 
make  their  purchases  of  the  planter  and  farmer.  It 
would  surely  be  unwise  in  a period  of  difficulty,  and 
when  private  credit  is  in  need  of  unusual  facilities, 
to  put  down  institutions  which  are  so  incorporated 
with  every  public  and  individul  interest,  and  from 
which  it  would  result  as  an  immediate  consequence, 
that  the  difficulties  of  paying  would  be  augmented, 
whilt  the  debt  to  be  paid  would  be  increased. — - 
There  are  those  who  would  have  no  banks,  either 


s<ate  or  federal,  and  are  for  enforcing  an  exclusive 
metallic  circulation.  The  project,  in  the  actual 
condition  of  the  country,  I believe  to  be  wholly 
impracticable;  and  the  agitation  of  it  at  this  period, 
could  have  no  other  effect  than  still  further  to  de- 
range the  business,  and  oppress  every  interest  in 
the  community.” 

Such,  we  doubt  not,  are  substanfially  the  views 
of  the  demociatic  party  throughout  the  union. 

We  are  not  advocates  for  unlimited  and  extrava- 
gant credits,  and  we  trust  that  all  classes  in  the 
community  will  learn  wisdom  from  past  experience. 
Still,  we  cannot  agree  with  those  who  decry  the 
whole  credit  system.  To  that  system  principally 
we  owe  our  canals  and  other  public  works — It  has 
extended  our  commerce  over  the  whole  world — 
peopled  the  wilderness— built  our  cities  and  villages 
— founded  our  colleges  and  established  our  schools. 
It  has  given  us  national  wealth  and  individual  pros- 
perity; and  if  it  has  brought  some  evils  in  its  train, 
they  are  not  for  a moment  to  be  compared  with  the 
advantages  which  we  have  so  abundantly  realized. 
None  but  a dreamer  who  would  throw  us  hack  a 
century,  can  wish  to  annihilate  credits.  With  such 
a measure  the  canal  would  indeed  become  “a  soli- 
tude” and  the  lake  “a  desert  waste  of  waters.”  In- 
stead of  enlarging  the  Erie  canal  we  might  better 
discharge  our  collectors  and  lockteuders— abandon 
the  project  of  opening  other  public  thoroughfares, 
and  content  ourselves  with  once  more  returning  to 
a state  of  barter.  Our  legislature  would  have  little 
business  on  its  hands,  beyond  that  of  declaring  the 
state  bankrupt  and  imposing  taxes  to  defray  the  or- 
dinary expenses  of  the  government. 

Congress  will  soon  assemble  on  the  call  of  the 
president,  but  we  fear  little  good  will  result  from 
their  coming  together.  The  violent  and  factious 
spirit  which  has  characterised  the  course  of  the  op- 
position in  that  body  for  the  last  few  years,  indi- 
cates a readiness  to  sacrifice  all  the  great  interests 
of  the  country  to  the  acquisition  of  political  power. 
While  by  factious  movements  and  their  intermina- 
ble tirades  against  the  government,  they  are  some- 
times able  to  defeat  the  wisest  measures  of  public 
polity,  they  nevertheless,  hold  the  majority  respon- 
sible not  only  for  all  that  is  done,  but  for  all  that  is 
omitted  in  the  way  of  legislation.  Congress,  how- 
ever, at  this  lime,  can  do  but  little  to  relieve  the 
country  from  embarrassment.  The  efficient  remedy 
is  with  the  people  themselves;  prudence,  industry 
and  economy  will  soon  set  all  things  right,  and 
work  a revolution  in  our  condition  which  no  legis- 
lation can  accomplish.  Still,  we  hope  congress 
will  adopt  two  measures  which  we  deem  of  the 
highest  importance. 

And  first  of  all,  the  public  revenue  should  be  so 
regulated  as  not  to  draw  more  money  from  the  peo- 
ple than  the  public  exigencies  require.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  financial  wastefulness  and  absurdity  of 
collecting  money  from  the  citizens,  to  be  returned 
again  to  their  pockets  in  the  shape  of  deposites  or 
loans,  we  have  already  had  experience  enough  to 
know  that  an  accumulation  of  money  in  the  trea- 
sury for  that  purpose  is  any  thing  but  a blessing. 
Next  in  importance  to  this  measure,  we  regard  that 
of  effecting  a total  divorce  between  the  genera! 
government  and  all  banking  institutions.  We  wish 
to  see  this  separation,  not  because  we  doubt  that 
banks  may  be  useful  to  the  government  as  fiscal 
agents  in  collecting  arid  disbursing  the  public  reve- 
nues, but  because  experience  has  demonstrated  that 
the  public  welfare  will  bo  best  promoted  by  keep- 
ing the  affairs  of  the  general  government  entirely 
distinct  from  tile  moneyed  institutions  of  all  kinds. 
So  long  as  banks  remain  the  depositories  of  the 
public  Funds,  they  will  not  cease  to  encounter  the 
unmitigated  hostility  of  the  opposition.  And,  be- 
sides this,  banks  are  stimulated  to  overactiori  by 
large  deposites,  especially  when,  as  is  the  case  with 
the  public  money,  they  are  required  to  pay  interest 
on  such  deposites.  The  legitimate  province  of 
banks  is  to  aid  the  enterprise  and  the  skill  of  indi- 
viduals. 

They  enable  the  merchant  to  purchase  and  send 
to  market  the  surplus  products  of  the  farmer,  the 
mechanic  and  the  artisan,  and  they  will  best  an- 
swer these  ends,  and  in  their  influence  be  most  sa- 
lutary and  healthful  to  the  country,  when  totally 
severed  from  partisan  measures  and  political  influ- 
ence. Their  connection  should  be  with  business, 
not  with  political  affairs.  The  citizens  of  this 
country  will  never  tolerate  the  influence  of  orga- 
nized wealth  upon  their  public  councils,  and  on 
the  other  hand,  institutions  which  were  designed 
solely  for  individual  accommodation,  should  never 
be  entangled  or  embarrassed  by  partisan  conflicts. 
The  true  policy  of  the  general  government,  as  well 
as  the  best  interests  of  the  local  institutions,  point  to 
an  entire  separation;  and  we  sincerely  hope  that 
the  measure  will  be  adopted  at  the  next  session  of 
congress.  If  the  revenue  is  kept  down  to  the 


standard  of  the  public  wants,  the  funds  may  be 
preserved  and  disbursed,  as  well  as  collected  by 
public  agents.  We  want  neither  national  nor  state 
banks  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  business 
of  the  general  government. 

The  committee  cannot  close  this  address,  with- 
out reminding  their  democratic  fftends  that  the  U. 
States  bank  is  still  in  the  field  of  political  warfare. 
Although  at  one  period  it  affected  to  have  become 
weary  of  the  contest,  and  signified  the  intention  of 
yielding  to  the  will  of  the  people,  we  have  seen 
that  this  was  but  a stratagem:  and  this  institution, 
instead  of  winding  up  on 'the  expiration  of  its  char- 
ter from  congress,  has  found  means  to  obtain  a new 
lease  of  its  extraordinary  powers  from  a state. 

If  any  one  supposes  that  this  institution  was  re- 
chartered for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  alone,  he 
deceives  himself.  It  has  already  purchased  several 
local  institutions  in  the  south  and  south  western 
states,  to  serve  as  branches  until  it  can  again  com- 
mand a national  charier,  and  once  more  spread  its 
vulture  wings  over  the  whole  union.  And  can  it 
be  supposed  that  New  York  has  been  entirely 
overlooked  in  the  partisan  plans  of  the  bank?— 
May  not  seeds  of  discord  sown  among  us,  produce 
the  same  fruits  that  they  have  yielded  in  another 
state? 

There  can,  we  think,  be  no  great  difficulty  in 
tracing  the  footsteps  of  the  bank  within  our  bor- 
ders. When  we  call  to  mind  the  published  evi- 
dence that  this  institution  paid  $20,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  one  press,  $30,000  for  another,  and 
$52,000  for  a third,  all  of  them  at  the  same  time 
claiming  to  be  thoroughly  democratic,  we  need  i.ut 
be  astonished  at  the  Tact  that  within  the  last  tew 
years,  papers  have  sprung  up  in  different  sections 
of  the  state,  which,  while  they  professed  attach- 
ment to  the  democratic  party,  have  been  industri- 
ously employed  in  exciting  jealousy  and  distrust 
among  its  members.  We  need  not  be  astonished 
that  new  laborers  have  attempted,  and  in  some  of 
the  counties,  not  entirely  without  success,  to  stir 
up  sectional  animosities,  alienations  between  politi- 
cal brethern,  and  hostility  against  the  state  institu- 
tions. When  we  recollect  what  has  been  done 
elsewhere,  and  the  end  which  such  things  arc  de- 
signed to  accomplish,  we  need  not  be  astonished  to 
find  papers  still  professedly  democratic,  assailing 
prominent  republican  opprobrious  epithets,  and  rea- 
dy for  an  open  co-operation  with  the  enemy,  when- 
ever a division  can  be  effected  in  the  democratic 
ranks,  ir  we  aic  wise,  n we  are  properly  admo- 
nished by  the  temporary  victory  achieved  over  the 
democracy  in  a sister  state,  we  shall  not  suffer  our- 
selves to  be  cut  up  and  conquered,  either  by  false 
friends  or  open  enemies. 

In  this  connexion,  we  cannot  forbear  to  notice 
the  spirit  of  radica.isrn  which  is  employed  and  at 
work  in  one  form  or  another,  to  put  down  the  na- 
tional and  st-.te  administrations.  If  our  old  oppo- 
nents do  not  all  openly  advocate  the  ultraisrn  of  the 
day,  they  are  beyond  all  doubt  in  close  alliance  with 
those  who  would  not  leave  one  stone  upon  another. 
To  what  extremes  the  modern  whigs  would  go  for 
the  attainment  of  political  power,  remains  yet  to  be 
seen.  But  when  we  reflect  that  they  sided  with 
the  enemy  in  the  last  war;  that  they  united  with 
the  bank  in  1834  in  the  attempt  to  destroy  all  con- 
fidence and  credit  and  thereby  prostrate  the  state 
institutions,  and  that  they  have  zealously  labored 
to  bring  on  and  aggravate  the  present  unfortunate 
crisis  in  public  affairs,  it  is  not  too  much  to  believe 
that  they  do  not  estimate  the  blessings  of  a free  go- 
vernment so  highly  as  they  prize  the  acquisition  of 
political  power.  Although  they  boast  of  wealth 
and  have  much  at  stake,  it  is  yet  undeniable  that 
they  have  patronized  and  acted  in  concert  with  the 
band  of  agrarians  who  have  undertaken  to  reduce 
all  things  to  the  level  of  their  own  standard. 

In  one  respect  our  opponents  judge  well.  They 
know  that  they  must  first  divide  before  they  can 
conquer.  They  also  know  that  banking  institution 
of  some  kind,  looking  to  the  actual  condition  of 
things,  are  indispensable,  and  if  the  state  banks  can 
be  overthrown,  they  know  that  a national  bank  will 
rise  on  their  ruins.  Hence  it  is,  that  they  are  ready 
to  co-operate  with  any  faction  which  is  bent  on  pull- 
ing down  state  institutions  and  dismembering  the 
democratic  parly. 

Shall  we  sillier  ourselves  to  be  taken  in  the  snare 
which  has  been  laid  for  our  destruction?  We  an- 
swer, no.  The  democratic  party  holds  no  principle 
in  common  with  the  radical  spirit  which  has  sprung 
up  in  N.  York.  They  are  alike  opposed  to  the  le- 
velling doctrines  of  this  new  school  in  politics,  and 
the-  high-toned  sentiments  of  the  federal  party. 
The  democratic  party  has  contended  for  principles, 
and  has  never  sought  the  alliance  of  any  faction, 
however  imposing  its  name  or  its  pretensions.  It 
maintains  at  this  day,  the  same  middle  ground,  be- 
tween the  aristocrat  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  dema- 
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gogue  on  the  other,  which  it  has  occupied  in  former 
times.  When  it  ceases  to  maintain  this  position,  it 
will  deserve  to  fall.  If  it  can  be  driven  from  it, 
then  it  will  be  proved  that  the  people  arc  incapable 
of  self-government,  and  either  anarchy  or  despotism 
will  ensue. 

Our  opponents,  since  they  ceased  to  have  any  dis- 
tinctive principle  Sf  action  beyond  that  of  hostility 
to  the  republican  party,  have  cordially  embraced, 
not  only  every  fragment  which  has  broken  off,  but 
every  straggler  who  has  wandered  from  our  ranks. 
They  have  claimed  to  be  democrats  and  people’s 
men;  formed  alliances  with  anti-masons,  working- 
mtn,  nullifiers,  native  Americans  and  radicals;  and 
by  such  means  they  have  sometimes  gained  a local, 
though  temporary  triumph. 

But  the  democratic  party  has  resorted  to  no  such 
devices  to  acquire  or  support  its  power.  It  has 
sometimes  yielded  too  much  in  a spirit  of  concilia- 
tion; and  to  this  cause  may  be  attributed  the  fact 
that  New  York,  one  of  the  few  democratic  cities  in 
the  union,  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Concessions  for  the  sake  of  peace,  have  destroyed 
the  democratic  majorily  of  five  thousand  votes  in 
that  city  and  thrown  it  temporarily  into  the  hands 
of  the  partisans  of  the  national  bank.  This  lesson 
should  admonish  us  that  we  have  nothing  to  gain 
but  every  thing  to  lose,  by  giving  any  degree  of 
countenance  to  radicalism  and  faction. 

Although  there  is  very  little  of  this  radical  spirit 
in  the  country,  there  may  nevertheless  be  found 
individuals  in  almost  every  county  who  hang  loose- 
ly upon  the  skirts  of  the  democratic  party; — men, 
who  if  not  already  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
enemy,  can  be  made  instruments  to  do  his  will. 
Such  men,  while  they  exhibit  a most  immoderate 
zeal  for  the  welfare  of  the  people,  will  strive  to 
magnify  existing  evils.  They  will  not  improbably, 
be  very  loud  in  their  denunciations  of  a national 
bank,  at  the  very  moment  when  they  are  advocat- 
ing measures  having  a direct  tendency  to  re-estab- 
lish and  perpetuate  such  an  institution.  If  our  de- 
mocratic friends  keep  an  eye  on  such  patriots,  and 
see  that  they  are  not  allowed  to  stir  up  strife,  they 
will  accomplish  no  more  mischief  rn  our  ranks  than 
they  would  in  the  appropriate  station  of  open  ene- 
mies. 

When  congress  assembles,  whatever  else  may  be 
done  we  may  expect  a repetition  of  the  panic  scenes 
of  1834.  Indeed  they  have  already  commenced. 
Existing  evils  will  not  only  be  magnified,  but  they 
will  be  attributed  to  every  thing  but  the  right  causes. 
Tiie  cnanges  will  be  rung  on  me  removal  of  the 
deposites,  the  specie  circular,  and  the  mal-adminis- 
tration  of  the  government,  while  overtrading,  mad 
speculations,  and  extravagance,  will  be  kept  out  of 
sight.  But  none  of  these  things  can  deceive  the 
people. 

One  of  the  devices  to  which  our  opponents  have 
resorted  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  discord  is  that 
of  charging  the  national  and  state  administrations 
with  a design  to  abolish  all  credits  and  get  up  an 
exclusive  metallic  currency.  We  hazard  nothing 
in  saying,  that  this  story,  in  all  its  branches,  is  en- 
tirely destitute  of  foundation.  It  was  a favoite 
measure  with  general  Jackson,  and  we  doubt  not  it 
also  is  with  Mr.  Van  Buren,  to  suppress  small  notes 
and  infuse  a larger  amount  of  specie  into  our  circu- 
lating medium;  but  they  never  entertained  the  vi- 
sionary project  of  an  exclusive  metallic  currency. 
The  thing  is  absolutely  impracticable  from  the 
want  of  a sufficient  amount  of  the  precious  metals, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  inconvenience,  expense  and 
hazard  of  transporting  specie  from  one  part  of  the 
country  to  another  in  making  large  payments. 
And  as  for  abolishing  credits,  the  charge  is  quite 
too  gross  to  secure  belief  in  any  quarter.  Before 
any  government  can  abolish  credits,  it  must  not 
only  annihilate  trade  and  commerce,  but  uncivilize 
the  people  and  destroy  all  confidence  between  man 
and  man. 

The  committee  have  thus  adverted  to  some  of 
the  principal  topics  of  discussion  at  the  present  day. 
They  have  spoken  frankly  and  decidedly,  because 
they  thought  it  a time  so  to  speak.  On*theirpart 
they  have  nothing  to  disguise.  Among  democratic 
brethren  there  should  be  no  concealment,  nor  should 
imbecility  or  indecision  be  tolerated.  A free  inter- 
change of  sentiments  is  the  best  mode  of  securing 
'united  councils  and  conducting  us  to  new  triumphs 
over  all  forms  of  opposition. 

PETER  WENDELL,  chairman. 

A.  Blanchard,}  ,. 

Wm.  Spencer,  ]secielanei" 

Albany,  June  29th,  1837. 


OHIO  WHIG  STATE  CONVENTION. 
From  the  Ohio  State  Journal. 

At  a meeting  of  the  whigs  of  the  state  of  Ohio, 
represented  by  delegates  assembled  in  convention 
in  the  city  of  Columbus,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1837, 


(to  the  number  of  about  one  thousand),  for  the  pur- 
pose of  consulting  upon  such  measures  as  might  be 
conducive  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  country, 
and  a more  efficient  organization  of  the  whig  parly 
of  this  state,  the  following  persons  were  edected  offi- 
cers to  said  convention,  to  wit: 

PRESIDENT. 

Col.  James  Kilboup.n,  of  Franklin  county .- 

VICE  PRESIDENTS. 

John  P.  Garniss,  of  Hamilton  county,  John  Hol- 
lister, of  Wood,  Jacob  Kirby,  of  Plighland,  T.  R. 
Stanley,  of  Lawrence,  Felix  Reniclc,  of  Ross,  Joseph 
Ridgway,  sen.  of  Franklin,  George  Sanderson,  of 
Faii-field,  James  Foley,  of  Clark,  John  McCurdy, 
of  Guernsey,  Daniel  Converse,  of  Muskingum,  Geo. 
Browning,  of  Knox,  Alpheus  McIntyre,  of  Sandus- 
ky, James  Kent,  of  Portage,  Gilberthorp  Earl,  of 
Starke. 

SECRETARIES. 

William  B.  Thrall,  of  Pickaway  county,  James 
F.  Conover,  of  Hamilton,  James  M.  Bell,  of  Guern- 
sey. 

Mr.  Hammond,  from  the  committee  on  state  af- 
fairs, made  the  following  report,  to  wit: 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  what  action 
should  be  had  by  the  convention  upon  the  subject 
of  reform  in  the  administration  of  the  state  govern- 
ment, report: 

That  great  evils  I ave  crept  info  the  proceedings 
of  the  general  assembly — evils  of  most  corrupting 
and  pernicious  tendency,  and  producing  results  ex- 
ceedingly injurious  to  the  community  at  large. 
The  principal  of  these  evils  is  found  in  the  immense 
mass  of  personal  legislation  in  which  that  body 
have  engaged;  and  of  this  personal  legislation  the 
creation  of  private  corporations  for  the  furtherance 
of  individual  projects  is  the  most  deleterious. 
Whatever  pretence  or  color  of  public  use  or  conve- 
nience may  be  alleged  as  a reason  for  creating  a 
mere  private  corporation,  the  mainspring  of  a ma- 
jority of  applications  is  some  speculation  of  profit 
to  the  operating  agent  or  to  his  employers.  Within 
a few  years  this  class  of  legislation  has  been  swol- 
len to  a most  unseemly  magnitude,  in  comparison 
with  that  consummated  for  general  purposes.  The 
volume  of  general  laws  is  a mere  phamplet,  the  lo- 
cal laws  make  a huge  volume.  Projects  of  rail  roads 
and  turnpikes,  of  canals  and  slackwater  navigation, 
of  banks  and  insurance  companies,  figure  through 
hundreds  of  pages;  and,  except  in  those  pages  and 
the  enrolled  bills,  are  nowhere  to  be  found.  But, 
though  their  only  existence  Is  in  the  secretary  of 
state’s  office  and  in  the  statute  book,  they  have 
been  employed  and  used  for  their  principal  original 
purposes.  Lands  have  been  forced  into  market  at 
imaginary  prices.  Town  plats  have  put  money  in- 
to the  purses  of  their  projectors.  Stock  commis- 
sioner have  turned  a penny  upon  bank  and  insur- 
ance subscriptions,  and  the  credulous  and  the  un- 
wary have  been  filched  of  the  earnings  of  their  in- 
dustry. The  general  assembly  have  misapplied 
their  time,  have  w'asted  the  public  resources  in  pa- 
per and  in  printing,  have  listened,  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, yielded,  to  corrupting  personal  solicita- 
tions, the  result  of  which  has  been  to  make  their 
legislative  acts  accessary  to  private  fraud,  by  giv- 
ing legal  sanction  to  what  would  otherwise  be  esti- 
mated as  downright  swindling. 

This  readiness  of  the  general  assembly  to  lend  its 
legislative  sanctions  to  private  schemes  has  warm- 
ed into  existence  and  matured  for  active  effort  the 
greater  number  of  those  by  whom  they  are  beset. 
Their  too  frequent  success  is  a multiplier  of  their 
numbers  and  of  their  inventions,  and  they  have  al- 
ready so  increased,  that  their  business  constitutes 
the  principal  subjects  of  legislative  action.  The 
consequence  has  been  distracted  councils,  dilatory 
proceedings,  and  'protracted  sessions — bribery,  in 
the  shape  of  commutations  and  exchanges  of  votes, 
the  result  of  out-door  bargains  to  combine  for  sus- 
taining one  measure  and  defeating  another,  as  indi- 
vidual interest  may  be  subserved.  The  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  the  matters  here  referred  to  call 
for  the  serious  of  attention  every  good  citizen;  and 
that  this  convention  should  distinctly  point  out  the 
mischief,  and  call  upon  the  people  to  reform  it. 

Connected  with  the  overwhelming  mass  of  mere 
personal  legislation,  and  of  natural  affinity  with  it, 
is  a cold  indifference  in  the  members  of  the  general 
assembly  towards  interests  purely  public.  This 
indifference  has  superinduced  a blinking  of  inquiry 
into  the  misconduct  of  public  men — a shrinking 
from  the  responsibility  of  unpleasant  investigations 
— a peremptory  and  blindfold  passing  over,  without 
animadversion,  misconduct  which  could  not  be  ex- 
cused, but  against  the  observance  of  which  the 
mental  vision  could  be  closed;  a convenient  time- 
serving blindness,  by  which  the  legislator  makes  a 
compromise  with  his  duty,  to  which  the  general 
good  is  sacrificed. 


This  cold  indifference  to  subjects  of  general  in- 
terest, and  this  accommodating  spirit,  "that  sees 
“the  rest  it  is  good,  and  the  land  it  is  j:\easan1 , end 
boxes  its  shoulders  to  bear,’’  has  been  manifested  in 
one  matter  of  the  highest  importance.  It  dozed  in 
convenient  quietness,  whilst  partisan  daring  pre- 
pared and  consummated  the  flagitious  outrage  upon 
the  vital  principle  of  constitutional  representation 
in  the  general  assembly  itself.  The  consequence 
now  sits  an  ill-omened  incubus  upon  the  state.  A 
senator  in  congress,  unacceptable  to  the  minority 
that  elected  him,  has  been  forced  upon  the  majori- 
ty, who  despise  the  man,  and  who  detest  the  base 
and  immeasurable  meanness  that  would  seek  to  oc- 
cupy that  high  station  against  the  twice  clear  and 
distinctly  expressed  opinion  of  a majority  of  those 
constrained  by  dishonorable  mismanagement  to  be- 
come his  constituents. 

The  committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  pursue 
further,  an  enumeration  of  the  mischiefs  attendant 
upon  the  recent  departures  of  the  general  assembly 
from  the  ancient  and  well  defined  landmarks  that 
guided  that  body  in  their  legislative  proceedings. 
Enough  has  been  stated  to  show  that  an  instant  ef- 
fort should  be  made  to  produce  reformation. — 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  reforming  the 
proceeedings  of  our  geneial  assimbly,  and  for  ic- 
ducing  their  protracted  sessions  to  the  period  often 
or  twelve  weeks,  in  which  heretofore  the  public 
business  used  to  be  despatched;  for  lessening  the 
public  expenditure  in  useless  printing,  and  in  all 
other  concomitants  of  extended  sessions,  this  con- 
vention earnestly  reccmmer.d  to  their  fellow  citi- 
zens to  support  as  members  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, at  the  next  October  election,  men  of  tried  and 
unquestionable  public  spirit,  and  in  whose  firmness 
in  support  of  the  best  interests  of  the  country  full 
confidence  may  be  reposed. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  urge  upon  their 
fellow  citizens  who  wish  to  aid  in  reforming  public 
abuses,  the  exercise  of  a liberal  forbearance  in 
pressing  their  j; articular  preferences  for  candidates 
to  represent  them  in  the  general  assembly;  the 
adoption  of  a firm  determination  to  recognize  no 
multiplication  of  candidates,  but  to  unite  their 
strength  upon  a single  ticket,  with  all  the  energy 
they  would  employ  to  secure  the  success  of  their 
favorite  candidate. 

Resolved,  as  the  sense  of  this  convention,  That, 
in  times  like  the  present,  individuals,  whatever  may 
have  been  their  public  services,  can  have  no  per- 
sonal claims  upon  public  suffrage,  but  that  the  ge- 
neral interest  absorbs  all  private  pretentions;  and 
Ibose  are  to  be  esteemed  the  most  trustworthy  and 
the  most  praiseworthy  who  peremptorily  refuse 
themselves  to  the  slightest  collisions  among  their 
common  friends  engaged  in  promoting  the  one 
great,  common  object  of  legislative  reform. 

Resolved,  That  a central  committee  of  corres- 
pondence be  appointed,  to  consist  of  five  members, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  correspond  with  all  the 
different  county  committees  throughout  the  state, 
and  do  whatever  may  promote  the  general  interest. 

Resolved,  That  each  county  in  the  state,  be  re- 
quested, where  they  have  not  already  organized, 
to  immediately  organize  and  appoint  committees  to 
correspond  with  the  central  committee,  and  to  co- 
operate with  their  fellow'  citizens  of  the  count}'  in 
effecting  the  objects  herein  recommended. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  expositions  and  re- 
solutions be  subscribed  by  Ihe'officers  of  the  meet- 
ing, and  published  in  the  newspapers  of  the  state 
that  may  be  willing  to  give  them  an  insertion. 

The  resolutions  were  then  severally  passed,  and 
the  report  unanimously  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the.  state  central  committee  be 
appointed  by  the  chair;  whereupon,  the  following 
gentlemen  w'ere  announced  as  composing  said  com- 
mittee, viz: 

William  Doherty;  Joseph  Ridgway,  jr.  Lyne 
Sterling,  jr.  John  W.  Andrews,  John  L.  Miner. 

Mr.  Gazlay,  from  the  committee  on  national  af- 
fairs, then  made  the  following  report,  viz: 

Without  the  agency  of  war,  cr  pestilence,  or  fa- 
mine, our  agriculture  pouring  forth  her  products 
in  profuse  abundance;  our  ships  spreading  their 
canvass  in  every  sea;  our  steamboats  penetrating 
our  great  rivers  and  their  tributaries  lo  their  utmost 
sources;  our  citizens  reducing  our  deepest  forests 
to  cultivation,  and  making  the  wilderness  alive 
with  the  voices  of  men  and  women  and  children; 
our  manufacturers  sending  over  the  world  the  fa- 
brics of  their  workshops;  our  merchants  enjoying 
unlimited  credit,  and  our  country  regarded  abroad 
as  the  surest  depository  for  wealth,  and  the  safest 
resort  for  personal  security:  in  the  midst  of  these 
blessings,  and  untouched  by  any  visible  or  tangible 
calamities,  a paralysis  has  come  upon  us,  lhat  has 
suddenly  taken  away  our  strength  and  blighted  our 
prosperity.  For  this  there  must  be  a cause,  and 
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there  may  be  a remedy.  The  great  and  principal 
cause  is  a succession  of  '‘abuses  and  usurpations'' 
on  the  part  of  the  national  executive.  In  1S23, 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  the  union  were  per- 
suaded that  the  administration  of  the  national  go- 
vernment required  reform.  They  believed  that  it 
av  is  extravagant  in  its  expenses,  corrupting  in  its 
patronage,  ambitions  in  the  accumulation  of  power, 
and  thus  endangered  the  liberties  of  the  country. — 
To  reform  these  alleged  abuses,  to  reduce  expenses, 
to  limit  patronage,  to  curb  ambition,  to  simplify, 
cheapen  and  purify  the  administration,  general 
Jackson  was  elected  president.  It  was,  no  doubt, 
his  full  purpose  faithfully  to  do  the  work  which  he 
was  selected  to  perform.  But  a fatality,  common 
to  a man  whose  intellectual  powers  are  habituated 
to  catering  in  the  service  of  his  animal  passions, 
misled  him. 

He  multiplied  expenses,  he  enlarged  executive 
patronage,  he  gave  scope  to  an  absorbing  ambition. 
He  called  to  his  secret  confidence  a horde  of  pro- 
fessing minions,  who  became  his  controlling  advis- 
ers. The  patronage,  the  influence,  the  legitimate 
powers  of  the  executive,  with  a host  of  illegal  as- 
sumptions, were  put  in  requisition  to  promote  party 
schemes  and  individual  acquisitions  of  property. — 
The  resources  of  the  nation  were  employed  to  dis- 
turb the  regular  business  operations  of  money  and 
credit.  A partisan  war  was  waged  to  the  death 
against  a most  invaluable  regulator  of  commercial 
exchanges,  and  of  the  values  of  commodities.  Or- 
ganizations were  attempted  to  control  commerce 
and  credit  by  banking  together  a number  of  rival 
and  irresponsible  associations  of  incorporated  mo- 
nopolies, to  array  them  in  support  of  an  interest 
adverse  to  their  own,  and  in  hostility  to  that  with 
which  their  business  identified  them.  Ridiculous 
and  alluring  imaginations  of  a gold  circulation  were 
got  up,  and  the  regular  balance  of  trade  deranged, 
by  government  agency,  in  furtherance  of  a project 
at  once  useless  and  impracticable.  The  merchants, 
as  a class,  have  been  singled  out  for  reprobation, 
and  their  business  crippled,  not  only  without  re- 
morse, but  with  apparent  satisfaction. 

Nor  have  they  been  alone  the  sufferers.  All 
classes  and  all  conditions,  and  men  of  all  occupa- 
tions in  society — the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  the  pro- 
fessional man,  and  the  hardy  laborer— have  shared 
in  the  calamities  brought  upon  our  common  country 
by  the  folly  and  madness,  if  not  by  the  direct  de- 
sign of  our  rulers.  The  doctrine  has  been  promul- 
gated and  enforced,  that  to  the  victors,  in  an  elec- 
tion for  president  of  the  United  States,  belong  the 
spoils  of  victory:  that  is,  public  employments  of 
every  character.  The  minority  are  politically  dis- 
franchised; the  public  functionaries  are  constituted 
an  executive  phalanx  more  servile,  more  faithful, 
and  more  formidable  than  the  janissaries  of  the 
Turk,  the  lifeguard  of  Napoleon,  or  the  cohorts  of 
the  Caesars.  Already  the}'  have  disposed  of  the 
presidency  to  one  of  themselves,  whom  they  have 
bound  hand  and  foot,  that  they  may  compel  him  tc 
walk  in  the  path  appointed  for  him.  Already 
these  “abuses  and,  usurpations”  have  erected,  for 
their  own  immunity,  a Moloch  tower  of  strength, 
that  binds  and  confounds,  and  intimidates  many  of 
the  citizens,  teaching  them  to  minister  to  their  own 
destruction.  The  executive  administration  has 
ceased  “to  promote  the  great  welfare,”  and  devoted 
itself  to  promote  the  welfare  of  its  adherents.  It  is 
no  longer  paternal,  as  it  was  intended  fo  be,  but  sui- 
cidal, as  it  cannot  be,  without  producing  much  evil. 
Its  “abuses  and  usurpations”  have  destroyed  confi- 
dence at  home  and  abroad.  The  fact  that  the  new 
president  has  determined,  from  necessity  or  from 
choice,  to  tread  in  the  footsteps  of  his  predecessor, 
gave  the  final  shock.  The  denunciation,  “perish 
credit,  perish  commerce,”  became  practically 
operative;  and,  for  the  present,  both  have  perished. 

For  these  evils  we  bold  that  there  is  a remedy. — 
The  abusers  and  usurpers  of  power  must  be  re- 
moved from  their  places  by  the  constitutional  ope- 
ration of  the  ballot-box.  And  this  is  practicable. 
To  make  it  so,  a broad  and  public  spirit  is  required. 
All  sections  of  the  country  must  unite — all  minor 
divisions  must  be  laid  aside — all  personal  prejudices 
must  be  given  up.  Among  those  who  are  resolved 
that  there  shall  be  reform,  there  must  be  a “ long 
pull,  a strong  pull,  and  a pull  altogether.”  The  ad- 
vocates of  nullification  and  the  supporters  of  the 
force-bill  have  a common  interest  in  this  matter. — 
Both  are  equally  prostrated  in  the  existing  order  of 
things.  The  slaveholder  and  the  abolitionist,  the 
mason  and  the  anti-mason,  are  alike  its  victims.  It 
is  a common  destroyer,  and  until  it  is  driven  from 
its  strong-holds,  all  are  its  victims  or  its  satellites. 
To  effect  this  destruction,  it  must  be  attacked  in  its 
citadel.  The  rally  must  be  made  upon  the  presi- 
dential election  of  1840,  and  the  reform  suffrage  con- 
centrated upon  a single  candidate  for  the  presiden- 
cy and  a single  candidate  for  the  vice  presidency. 


The  agency  of  a national  convention  is  necessary 
to  secure  this  concentration;  and  such  a measure  is, 
therefore,  respectfully  suggested.  To  be  efficient, 
it  must  be  composed  of  a full  and  fair  representation. 
The  membeis  must  be  selected  in  a uniform  man- 
ner in  each  state,  and  their  numbers  must  be  regu- 
lated by  a fixed  standard.  We  suggest  the  follow- 
ing outline  for  the  consummation  of  this  object: 

1.  A convention,  from  all  the  states  of  this  union, 
of  members  who  wish  lo  attempt  reform,  by  remov- 
ing from  their  places  the  present  executive  admi- 
nistration of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
shall  convene  at  Pittsburgh,  in  the  slate  of  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  second  Monday  of  June,  1S38,  to 
select  a candidate  for  tile  presidency  and  a candi- 
date for  the  vic»  presidency,  to  be  supported  in 
1840. 

2.  Such  convention  shall  consist  of  a number  of 
members  from  each  state  equal  to  her  senators  and 
representatives  in  congress.  Such  members  shall 
be  at  least  twenty-five  years  of  age,  shall  be  citi- 
zens of  the  state  they  represent,  and  shall  be  bona 
fule  chosen  in  each  state  by  the  citizens  thereof. — 
Each  state  to  determine  its  own  manner  of  choosing 
its  representatives. 

3.  Such  convention  shall  not  proceed  to  a nomi- 
nation unless  a majority  of  all  the  states  are  repre- 
sented by  at  least  one  representative. 

A selection  of  candidates  presented  by  a conven- 
tion organized  and  acting  as  here  proposed  cannot 
fail  to  be  men  in  whom  public  confidence  may  be 
safely  reposed — men,  around  whom  the  friends  of 
reform,  the  opposers  of  the  present  incumbents,  may 
safely  rally,  assured  that  a successful  effort  will  re- 
deem the  country  from  the  difficulties  that  surround 
it,  and  the  discredits  that  overwhelm  it,  by  recalling 
to  its  councils  the  talent  and  the  patriotism  that  have 
been  driven  into  exile  by  the  machinations  of  the 
present  usurpers. 

J.  Therefore,  resolved.  That  this  convention  re- 
commend that  the  states  of  this  union  unite  in  hold- 
ing such  a national  convention  as  is  here  proposed, 
and  that  they  severally  act  thereon  with  all  practi- 
cal celerity.. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  convention,  though  believ- 
ing that  their  fellow  citizens  of  the  state  would  pre- 
fer to  select  Wm.  Henry  Harrison,  whose  public 
services  and  qualifications,  of  talents,  experience, 
magnanimity,  justice  and  patriotism,  they  know 
and  appreciate,  yet  they  feel  confidence  in  giving 
the  assurance  that,  should  another  person  be  select- 
ed, be  he  of  the  south,  of  the  middle,  or  of  the  north, 
he  will  he  sustained  in  Ohio,  with  all  the  power, 
zeal  and  energy,  that  would  he  employed  in  support 
of  their  own  favorite  fellow  citizen. 

3.  Resolved,  That  this  convention  adopt  the  pre- 
ceding exposition  of  the  causes  of  our  present  em- 
barrassments, and  concur  in  the  plan  of  remedy 
suggested;  and  that  the  same,  with  the  proposition 
for  calling  and  organizing  a national  convention, 
and  the  foregoing  resolutions,  be  subscribed  by  the 
officers  of  this  convention,  and  recommended  for 
publication  to  the  newspaper  press  of  the  United 
States. 

While  the  foregoing  report  was  under  considera- 
tion, various  amendments  were  proposed  to  the 
second  resolution,  upon  which  an  animated  and 
eloquent  discussion  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  J . Ryan, 
J.  D.  Weston,  J.  H.  Wells,  Alfred  Kelly,  C.  Ham- 
mond, and  some  others,  participated,  and  which  re- 
sulted in  the  adoption  of  the  original  resolution, 
only  one  voice  dissenting. 

The  other  resolutions  and  the  report  were  then 
unanimously  adopted.  On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  citizens  of  each  congressional 
district  of  this  state,  as  soon  as  a majority  of  states 
shall  agree  to  unite  in  the  proposed  convention, 
proceed  to  select  a member  to  represent  them  in 
such  convention;  and  that  the  central  committee, 
appointed  by  this  convention,  appoint  two  persons 
as  senatorial  members  of  the  said  national  conven- 
tion. 

Hon.  John  C.  Wright  and  Rorert  C.  Schenck, 
esq.  being  called  upon  to  make  some  remarks,  they 
severally  addressed  the  convention  in  appropriate 
and  eloquent  terms. 

And  the  convention  adjourned  sine  die. 


COMMODORE  BARRON  OF  THE  NAVY. 

Commodore  Barron  having  deemed  it  necessary 
fo  resign  (he  command  of  the  navy  yard  at  Philadel- 
phia, the  following  correspondence  took  place  be- 
tween him  and  the  officers,  on  that  station. 

U.  S.  navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  July  1,  1837. 

Sir:  The  undersigned  officers  on  this  station, 
deeply  lament  that  you  deem  it  necessary  to  resign 
the  command  of  this  navy  yard  and  station,  and  we 
cannot  permit  you  to  leave  us,  without  expressing 
the  heartfelt  regret  we  feel  at  being  deprived  of  a 
commanding  officer,  whose  official  dignity  and 
general  courtesy  of  conduct  has  given  such  gene- 


ral satisfaction.  Those  of  us  who  have  been  more 
immediately  connected  with  you  on  duty  at  this 
yard,  take  peculiar  pleasure  in  giving  utterance  to 
these  expressions  of  friendly  feelings,  although  all 
of  us  have  fell  the  influence  of  your  dignified  official 
demeanor. 

The  undersigned  sincerely  hope  that  von  may 
enjoy,  in  your  voluntary  retirement,  that  p'eace  and 
contentment,  which  are  the  just  rewards  of  those 
who  have  so  long  and  successfully  labored  for  (lie 
advancement  of  our  profession  in  practical  and  sci- 
entific attainments.  We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’ts, 

Wm.  IV.  McKean,  Samuel  Mercer,  Wm.  P.  C. 
Burlon,  Robert  Ritchie,  N.  C.  Rarrabino,  C.  S.  Mc- 
Cauley, E.  A.  F.  Valclie,  Jus.  P.  Uellers,  J.  More- 
heud,  Jas.  McCau-ley,  (capt.  marines),  Henry  Jit- 
ling,  Robert  S.  Tatem,  Jas.  Madison  Frailcy,  Jas. 
Tewsbury,  Asa  Curtis,  Wm.  Broun,  J Shv brick, 
W.  Decatur  Hurst,  John  W.  Greer,  Thos.  Han  is, 
Jas.  Ferguson,  Wm.  Miller. 

To  com.  James  Barron,  U.  S.  K. 

REPLY. 

Philadelphia,  July  5,  1837. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  highly  es- 
teemed letter  of  the  1st  inst.  and  should  certainly 
do  violence  to  my  own  sense  of  justice  if  I did  not 
in  the  most  candid  manner,  acknowledge  to  you  how 
grateful  its  receipt  was  to  my  feelings. 

I will  not,  on  this  occasion,  advert  to  the  causes 
of  my  resignation,  and  consequent  separation  from 
associates  so  congenial  to  me  as  those  to  whom  I. 
now  have  the  honor  to  address;  I cannot,  however 
forbear  to  say,  that  I wish  they  were  of  a different 
character  from  what  they  really  are. 

The  kind  expressions  contained  in  your  letter,  and 
particularly  those  alluding  to  my  deportment  as 
your  commanding  officer,  may  be  t/aced  to  sources 
not  less  worthy  of  distinction  on  the  part  of  their 
authors,  than  io  the  conduct  of  the  grateful  recei- 
ver. 

When  an  officeris  invested  with  the  dignity  of  an 
honorable  command,  his  course,  in  my  humble  opi- 
nion, is  a very  clear  one,  and  easily  pursued,  provid- 
ed there  are  no  undignified  or  perverse  spirits  associ- 
ated with  him  calculated  to  destroy  the  eqnanimitv 
of  his  temper;  and,  in  this  particular,  I have  been 
fortunate. 

Your  highly  appreciated  solicitude  for  the  quiet 
ol  my  retirement,  has  not  escaped  my  notice,  hut  I 
beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  it  is  not  within  the 
scope  of  my  contemplations  fo  render  that  retire- 
ment one  of  indolent  ease.  I have  yet  several  ob- 
jects of  vital  importance  to  the  welfare  of  our  ma- 
ratime  interests  at  heart,  and  I cannot  but  indulge 
the  hope  that  I shall  live  to  see  many  of  you  zealous 
and  active  co-operators  in  those  good  works,  one  of 
them  to  which  I now  allude  as  the  most  momen- 
tous, is  the  encouragement  and  increase  of  native 
born  seamen;  this  object  may  be  effected  by  the 
introduction  of  school-ships,  'both  public  and  pri- 
vate. 1 

Permit  me,  gentlemen,  with  the  kindest  feelings 
of  my  heart,  to  reciprocate  the  sentiments  of  your 
highly  esteemed  communication,  and  to  subscribe 
myself  your  obliged  friend  and  obedient  servant 

James  barron! 

U.  S.  navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  June  30,  1837. 

Com.  James  Barron:  Respected  sir:  The  civil 
officers  of  this  establishment  learn  with  much  sor- 
row that  you  have  relinquished  the  command  of  this 
yard  and  station;  and  that,  consequently,  the  asso- 
ciations arising  out  of  our  respective  duties,  which 
have  so  long  existed  betwen  us,  are  row  severed. 

The  occasion,  sir,  is  one  which  we  cannot  allow 
to  glide  silently  by.  Permit  us,  therefore,  to  ex- 
press our  regret  that  this  separation  must  take 
place. 

We  have  all  served  under  your  command  fora 

long  time,  and  all  feel  equal  sorrow  at  parting. 

Some  of  us  have  spent  many  of  the  best  years  of 
our  lives  in  this  yard,  and  during  that  period  have 
encountered  no  event,  in  our  official  capacity,  which 
has  caused  us  more  sincere  regret. 

As  our  comrfiander,  we  have  received  courtesy, 
justice  and  politeness  at  your  hands;  and  in  the 
character  of  friend,  we  have  experienced,  one  and 
all,  the  kindest  feelings  of  the  human  heart. 

Accept  then,  sir,  we  pray  you,  (his  slight  token 
of  our  esteem,  as  well  as  the  assurance  that  von  will 
carry  with  you  into  the  retirement  you  seek,  our 
best  and  most  sincere  wishes  for  your  continued 
good  health,  prosperity  and  happiness. 

We  are,  sir,  respectfully  and  sincerely,  your 
■friends  and  servants, 

R.  Kennedy,  Wm.'Winyard,  Wm.  T.  Donaldson, 
H.  S.  Crabb,  B.  Fitzsimmons,  IV.  Myers,  John 
Lenthall,  A.  Pou  ell,  Henry  Snyder,  Abraham  Levy, 
John  D.  Anderson. 
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REPLY. 

Philadelphia,  July  5,  1S37. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  gratifying 
letter  ot  the  20th  ultimo,  and  assure  you  that  the 
sentiments  you  have  been  pleased  to  express  are 
highly  appreciated  by  me,  and  particularly  so  be- 
cause they  come  from  those  who  by  their  zeal  and 
ability  have  enabled  me  to  dischare  my  duty  at  this 
station  with  ease  to  myself  and  justice  to  the  pub- 
lic. 

I have  beer,  cheered  with  the  hope  that  we  should, 
during  our  connection,  bring  a great  object  of  our 
labor  to  a successful  termination;  but  yet  on  the  eve 
ot  fulfilment  of  that  hope,  I find  it  necessary  to  take 
my  leave  ot  you;  there  is  no  alternative,  and  our 
separation  is  inevitable.  I trust,  however,  it  will 
only  extend  to  the  relations  of  our  official  inter- 
course, and  that  the  ties  of  friendship  which  have 
been  contracted  during  our  association,  will  remain 
as  firm  and  lasting  as  the  principles  which  have 
produced  them.  I am,  gentlemen,  with  sentiments 
of  respect  and  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BARRON. 


REPLY  OF  THE  SOLICITOR  OF  THE  TREASURY 
To  the  report  of  the  postmaster  general  to  i tie  president  of 
lire  United  Slates,-  in  relation  to  tlie  awards  made  by  said 
solicitor  to  Stockton,  Stokes,  &c. 

Office  of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury , Feb.  9,  1837. 

To  Ike  president  of  the  United  Slates: 

Sir:  1 have  read  with  great  attention  the  report  of  the 
postmaster  general  in  relaiion  to  the  awards  which  it  was 
my  duly  to  make,  under  the  act  of  July  2d,  1836,  fur  the  re- 
lief of  William  13.  Stokes  and  Richard  C.  Stockton,  of  Ma- 
ryland, and  Lucius  W.  Stockton  and  Daniel  Moore,  of  Penn- 
•sylvania,  and  have  to  thank  you  for  the  opportunity  afforded 
mo  of  knowing  its  contents,  and  making  the  remarks  which 
i now  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  submit,  to  be  sent  to 
the  senate  with  that  report. 

I do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  comment  on  the  preliminary 
observations  of  the  postmaster  general,  respecting  iheaciion 
of  the  several  eommiiiees  of  investigation  authorised  by 
congress,  and  his  declaration  that  allowances  had  been  made 
l»y  the  late  postmaster  general,  w hich  were  not  known  to 

• hose  committees,  further  Ilian  to  say  that  I am  not  aware 
•hat,  as  regards  the  matter  in  hand,  it  is  of  any  importance 
whether  all,  or  any,  of  the  claims  adjudicated  by  me,  were 
known  to  those  committees,  of  to  congress.  Congress  cer- 
tainly had  power  to  delegate  to  me  authority  to  adjudicate 
claims,  which  were  never  submitted  to  these  committees  or 
themselves.  I considered  it  my  duty,  therefore,  to  look  to 
the  act  constituting  me  the  arbiter  between  the  post  office  de- 
partment and  the  claimants  for  the  line  of  my  duty,  and  did 
not  suppose  myself  at  liberty  to  go  beyond  its 'words,  as 
there  appeared  to  my  mind  no  obscurity  in  them  which  te- 
quired  elucidation  from  the  history  of  the  times.  The  words 
of  tae  act,  so  lar  as  respects  my  jurisdiction,  are  as  follows: 
“That  the  solicitor  of  the  treasuiy  be,  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorised and  directed  to  settle  and  adjust  the  claims  of  Wil- 
liam B.  Stokes  and  Richard  0.  Stockton,  of  Maryland,  and 
Lucius  W.  Stockton  and  Daniel  Moore,  of  Pennsylvania, 
lor  extra  services  performed  by  them  as  contractors  for  car- 
rying the  mail,  under  and  by  virtue  of  certain  contracts 
therefor,  by  them  alleged  to  have  been  made  and  entered 
into  with  them  by  William  T.  Barry,  late  postmaster  gene- 
ral of  the  United  Stales,  and  for  this  purpose  to  inquire  into 
and  determine  the  equity  of  the  claims  of  them,  or  any  of 

• bem,  for  or  on  account  of  any  contract  or  additional  con- 
tract with  the  said  postmaster  general,  on  which  liieir  pay 
may  have  been  suspended  by  the  present  postmaster  general, 
and  to  make  them  such  allowances  therefor  as,  upon  a full  ex- 
amination of  all  the  evidence,  may  seem  right,  according  to 
the  principles  of  equity;  and  that  the  postmaster  general  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  such  mail  contractors 
with  whatever  sum  or  sums  of  money,  if  any,  the  said  soli- 
citor shall  so  decide  to  he  due  them  lor  and  on  account  «>f 
any  such  service  or  contract;  and  the  solicitor  is  hereby  au- 
thorised to  take  testimony,  if  he  shall  judge  it  to  be  neces- 
sary to  do  so;  and  that  he  report  to  congress  at  its  next  ses- 
sion the  law  and  the  facts  upon  which  his  decision  has  been 
founded.  ” 

Notwithstanding  the  extensive  terms  of  this  act,  the  post- 
master general  says,  on  the  third  page  of  his  report: 

“It  was  believed  by  the  undersigned,  and  lie  supposed  by 
eveiy  one  else,  that  tins  act  gave  the  solicitor  authority  to 
examine  and  adjust,  upon  equitable  principles,  those  items 
only  which  had  been  allowed  by  his  predecessor,  and  sus- 
pended by  him,  and  not  to  consider  and  allow  claims  which 
.had  been  presented  and  rejected  under  the  fanner  adminis- 
tration, or  such  as  had  never  been  heard  of  by  the  postmas- 
ter general  or  congress. 

“The  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  however,  has  construed 
the  law  as  giving  him  absolute  and  uncontrolled  power  over 
all  new  claims  which  might  be  presented  as  growing  out  of 
the  contracts  referred  to  in  the  act,  and  actually  awarded 
the  contractors  $39,472  47  beyond  the  full  amount  of  the 
suspensions.  It  was  thus  virtually  decided,  that  ilie  allow- 
ances which  had  been  so  unanimously  censured  by  the  com- 
mittees were  equitable  and  just,  that  the  additional  allow- 
ances of  $122,1-01  46,  never  known  to  the  committees,  were 
of  like  character,  and  that  it  was  equitable  and  just  to  make 
them  original  allowances  of  $39,472  47  beyond  the  utmost 
liberality  of  the  former  postmaster  general. 

“The  undersigned  differed  widely  from  the  solicitor,  in  re- 
ference to  the  equity  and  justice  of  these  claims  in  general. 
He  was  as  fully  satisfied*  as  the  human  mind  can  be,  that 
the  conlractors  were  not  entitled  to  $20,000  of  the  $161,000 
awarded.  But  congress  had  taken  from  him  all  power  over 
the  subject,  as  lar  as  they  gave  juiisdiction  to  the  solicitor, 
by  peremptorily  requiring  him  to  pay  whatever  that  officer 
might  award,  within  that  limit.  As  far,  therefore,  as  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  solicitor  extended,  the  undersigned  could 
not  refuse  to  pay  without  a direct  and  palpable  disregard 
of  the  requirements  of  the  law.  But  it  was  considered  by 
him  equally  his  duty  to  refuse  to  pay  any  sums  which  the 
solicitor,  through  an  erroneous  vi«*w  of  his  legal  authority, 
might  think  proper  to  allow,  until  such  payment  should  be 
authorised  or  required  by  further  legislation.  Believing 
that  the  solicitor  had  no  jurisdiction  to  consider  and  allow 
any  claim  beyond  those  which  had  been  suspended  before 


the  act  of  congress  passed,  lie  refused  to  pay  the  $39,472  47* 
allowed  by  him  over  and  above  those  claims. 

“The  contractors  memorialized  the  senate  with  a view  of 
obtaining  payment  of  this  new  allowance,  and  their  memorial 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  who  havfc 
considered  the  case,  and  made  a report  to  the  senate. 

“The  undersigned  felt  no  responsibility  to  the  country,  in 
paying  the  $122,101  46  awarded  under  the  act  of  the  last 
session,  because  it  was  required  of  him  by  the  public  agents 
to  whom  had  been  delegated  the  power  to  control  him  in 
such  matters.  Nor  did  he  think,  at  the  last  session  of  cou^ 
gress,  that  he  was  called  on  to  volunteer  information  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  claims,  because  the  proposition  was  merely 
to  submit  them  to  ihe  arbitrament  of  an  equitable  tribunal, 
which,  it  was  presumed,  would  make  full  inquiry  into  their 
character  and  merits.  But  his  attitude  is  now  changed. — 
He  thinks  that  the  solicitor,  from  an  erroneous  view  of  the 
facts  and  the  law,  has  awarded  the  contractors  $40,635  93 
beyond  the  whole  amount  he  had  authority  to  consider,  no 
part  of  which  is  due  to  them  in  law  or  r quity.” 

From  i he  foregoing  extracts,  it  appears  that  the  postmaster 
general  denies  my  jurisdiction  over  all  claims  of  Stockton 
and  Stokes,  for  services  under  contracts  with  the  late  post- 
master general,  on  which  their  pay  had  been  suspended  by 
the  present  postmaster  general,  unless  all  the  items  had 
been  presented  to,  and  suspended  by  him;  that  is  to  say, 
from  the  period  when  pay  was  suspended,  the  1st  April, 
1835,  to  that  at  which  the  contracts  expired,  the  31st  De- 
cember, 1835. 

He  also  enters  into  an  examination  of  the  facts  respecting 
which  1 was  constituted  the  arbiter  between  him  and  the 
claimants  by  congress,  and  positively  asserts,  that  services 
lor  which  awards  have  been  made  by  me,  both  before  and 
after  the  1st  April,  1835,  never  were  performed. 

I shall  considei  first  in  order  the  question  of  jurisdiction; 
for  whether  the  services  denied  by  the  postmaster  general 
were  performed  or  not,  is  a matter  of  no  moment,  if  it  be 
true  that  the  claims  for  those  services  did  not  come  within 
my  jurisdiction. 

In  order  to  a right  understanding  of  this  question,  it  is  pro- 
per to  consider  in  what  points  the  postmaster  general  and 
myself  agree,  and  in  what  we  differ. 

The  postmaster  says:  “Two  things  are  necessary  to  give 
him (the  solicitor',,  “anyj  urisdiction  whatsoever,  viz: 

“1st.  A contract  by  W.  T.  Barry,  late  postmaster  general. 
“2d.  A suspension  of  pay  upon  that  contract  by  the  pre- 
sent postmaster  general.” 

1 n these  two  positions,  I agree  with  the  postmaster  general. 
Bin  that  high  officer,  adopting  the  censures  upon  his  prede- 
cessor pionoimced  by  the  committees  of  congress,  appears  to 
think  that  tlie  reports  of  those  committees  should  be  taken 
into  consideration,  with  a view  to  throw  light  upon  the  con- 
struction of  the  act,  and  my  action  under  it,  though  he  ex- 
| pfessly  states,  in  another  part  of  his  report,  that  the  claims 
submitted  by  congress  to  my  adjudication  were  never  before 
those  committees,  or  known  to  them,  or  congress. 

In  these  last  particulars,  I differ  from  i he  postmaster  ge- 
neral. I neither  concur  with,  nor  dissent  from,  the  opinions 
of  the  committees  of  investigation.  I pronounce  no  judg- 
ment upon  their  conduct,  and  am  perfectly  sure  lhat  they 
could  not  have  intended  in  anticipation  to  pronounce  cen- 
sure upon  me  for  allowing  claims,  respecting  which,  accord- 
ing lo  tlie  postmaster  general’s  own  showing,  they  were  en- 
tirely uninformed. 

Neither  can  I agree  with  the  postmaster  general,  who  is  so 
strict  a constructionist,  whenever  my  powers,  fur  the  satis- 
faction of  justice  withheld,  may  take  money  from  the  sur- 
plus fund  of  his  department,  in  thinking  that  1 have  a right 
to  save  that  fund  by  drawing  within  the  scope  of  my  juris- 
diction, at  one  wide  sweep,  all  Ihe  claims  heretofore  settled 
in  his  department  with  Messrs.  Stockton  and  Stokes,  in  or- 
der to  determine  whether  too  much,  or  too  little,  has  been 
paid  for  tlie  Services  rendered,  or  whether  payment  has  been 
made  for  services  never  perfo.med,  with  a view  to  make  a 
deduction  from  the  compensation  of  services  specifically 
submitted  to  my  decision.  Indeed  it.  was  with  surprise,  ap-. 
proaching  astonishment,  that  I discovered-  in  some  of  his 
letters  to  this  office,  as  well  as  in  his  report  to  yon,  that  a 
man  of  his  reputed  precision  of  mind  could  entertain  for  a 
moment  so  loose  an  idea. 

To  conclude  these  preliminary  remarks,  made  with  a view 
to  clearness  in  the  free  examination,  in  detail,  which  I am 
obliged  to  make,  I do  not  i Link  I am  possessed  of  juri  diction 
over  any  tiling  that  was  not  the  subject  of  a contract  with 
ihe  late  postmaster  general,  arid  on  which  contract  the  pay 
of  the  contractors  has  not  been  suspended  by  tlie  present 
postmaster  general. 

The  present  postmaster  general,  as  will  be  seen  by  a re- 
ference to  the  account  rendered  by  tlie  department  to  the 
contractors*  and  marked  exhibit  No.  31,  amongst  the  docu- 
ments transmitted  with  my  report  to  congress,  has  suspended 
from  credit  five  classes  of  allowances,  viz: 

1.  For  increased  expedition. 

2.  For  extra  horses  arid  postillions. 

3.  For  increased  weight  of  mails. 

4.  For  additional  daily  line  from  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia, 
and  from  Baltimore  to  Washington. 

5 For  extra  mails,  &c. 

Now  I admit  I am  in  error,  if  T have  made  an  award  for 
any  claims  lhat  do  not  come  within  one  or  the  other  of  these 
classes-. 

But,  even  in  these  cases,  the  postmaster  general  denies 
me  jurisdiction  beyond  the  1st  April,  1835.  This  question, 
then,  shall  first,  be  considered. 

The  act  directs  the  solicitor  “to  inquire  into  and  deter- 
mine the  equity  of  the  claims  of  them,  (ihe  contractors),  or 
any  of  them,  for  or  on  account  of  any  contract  or  additional 
contract  with  the  said  postmaster  general, on  which  their  pay 
may  have  been  suspended  hy  the  present,  postmaster  general .” 
Now",  the  contracts  in  question  expired  only  on  the  31st 
December,  1835;  and  I was,  and  still  am,  of  opinion  (in 
which  T ain  sustained  by  the  attorney  gec.pral  and  the  judi- 
ciary committee  of  the  senate)  that  the  limitation  intended 
by  these  words,  on  which  their  pay  .may  have  been  suspended 
by  the  present  postmaster  general,  refers  to  the  word  “con- 
tract,” and  doe.s  not  exclude  any  claim  whatsoever  for  ser- 
vices, cither  before  or  after  l he  1st  April,  1835,  provided 
they  were  performed  in  pursuance-of such  contract.  I think 
the  structure  of  the  English  language  requires  this  construc- 
tion. We  say,  and  vVith  propriety,  “pay  has  been  suspended 
on  a contract;”  but  vve  do  not  say,  “pay  lias  been  suspended 
on  a claim:”  the  proper  phraseology  would  be,  ‘‘the  pay- 


*This  sum  was  or  g nally  $40,635  and  over,  but  lias  been 
reduced  by  i he  discovery  of  an  error  by  the  solicitor.  Tlie 
reasons  on  which  this  construction  of  the  law  is  based,  will 
be  more  fully  given  hereafter. 


mem  of  a claim  has  been  suspended.”  The  postmaster  ge- 
neral appears  to  think,  nevertheless,  that  the  limitation  of 
jurisdiction  lias  reference  to  the  word  “claims,”  and  that  it 
excludes  all,  claims  for  services  subsequent  to  the  .'first  of 
April. 

Suppose,  then,  we  admit  that  the  words  of  limitation  refer 
to  “claims,”  instead  of  “contracts,”  still,  may  not  a service 
rendered  after  the  1st  April,  1835,  be  paid  foi?  What  are  the 
claims  which  Messrs.  Stockton  and  Stokes,  in  the  case  of 
increased  expedition  and  extra  horses  and  postillions,  prefer? 
They  are  for  services,  which  they  allege,  and  have  pioved 
to  my  satisfaction,  lo  have  extended  from  the  1st  January, 
1834,  to  the  31st  December,  1835.  Although  the  pay  of  the 
contractors  “on  these  claims, if  vve  must  allow  that  to  he 
the  construction  of  the  sentence,  may  have  been  made 
quarterly,  according  to  regulation,  up  to  the  1st  April,  1835, 
yet  the  claims  -are  unbroken  and  continuous  from  the  1st 
January,  1834,  to  December  31,  1835;  aiid  therefore  it  may 
with  propriety  be  said,  that  pay  has  been  suspended  on  them 
by  the  present  postmaster  general,  and  are  theiefure  within 
my  jurisdiction.  Although  the  suspension  of  payment  took 
place  on  the  1st  April,  yet  the  claim  crimes  within  lhat  sus- 
pension, whether  the  service  was  performed  before  or  alter 
the  1st  April. 

My  first  award,  therefore,  proof  being  exhibited  of  the 
services  having  been  continued  to  the  31st  December,  1835, 
gave  compensation  up  to  that  day.  Whereupon  the  post- 
master general  addressed  tome  the  letter,  marked  A,  and 
hearing  date  the  24th  September,  and  inquiring  “upon  what 
ground  I thought  the  law  gave  me  power  to  allow  claims, 
which  had  never  before  tlie  passage  of  the  late  act  been 
presented  or  suspended  at  the  department?” 

In  my  answer  of  the  27th  September,  1836,  marked  B,  [ 
referred  the  postmaster  general  to  the  words  of  the  act,  as 
the  best  answer  I could  give  to  bis  inquiry,  and  moreover 
remarked  as  follows: 

“The  direction  of  the  act  appears  to  me  perfectly  plain. — 
It  is,  that  I am  to  make  an  equitable  allowance  for  extra 
services,  under  contracts  made  with  Mr.  Barry,  on  which 
the  pay  of  the  contractors  had  hern  suspended  by  you.  I 
understand  by  the  term  ‘the  services,’  all  services  rendered 
under  those  contracts,  as  I find  no  expression  in  the  act  li- 
miting my  authority  to  n part. 

The  contractors  have  exhibited  proofs  which  were  not 
before  you,  that  the  extra  services  in  question  were  conti- 
nued until  the  31st  December,  1835,  when  the  contracts  ex- 
pired,'and  made  their  claims  accordingly.  After  examining 
the  testimony  laid  before  me  by  the  contractors,  as  to  the 
reasonableness  of  the  allowances  made  by  Mr.  Barry,  L 
considered  them  equitable.  But,  before  making  up  my  de- 
cision, supposing  you  had  the  -power  to  dispense,  with  the 
extia  services  required  by  him,  1 inquired,  in  my  let  ter  of 
the  23d  instant,  whether  any  notification  was  given  to  the 
contractors,  that  these  services  might  be  discontinued  after 
ihe  1st  of  April,  when  their  pay  was  suspended;  and  re- 
ceived for  answer  Irom  you,  that  ‘not  considering  the  servi- 
ces, for  whieh-the  allowances  by  me  late  postmaster  gene- 
ral were  suspended  in  the  account  of  Messrs.  Stockton,  or 
Mr.  R.  C.  Stockton,  on  the  routes  from  Baltimore  and 
Washington  to  Wheeling,  as  ever  legally  authorised,  the 
department  has  given  no  notification  to  those  gentlemen  to 
discontjuue  these  services,  other  than  declining  to  pay 
them,  on  the  grounds  stated  in  the  papers  now  before  you.’ 
“Messrs.  Siockton  and  Stokes  claim  that  these  contracts 
were  legal,  anil  that  they  had  acquired  rights  under  them. — 
You,  under  a conviction  of  duty,  decide  that  they  were  il- 
legal, ami  suspend  their  pay;  but  do  not  direct  them  to  dis- 
continue the  services.  They  continue  them  to  December 
,31,  1835.  They  do  not,  after  your  decision,  look  to  the  de- 
partment for  compensation,  but  appeal  to  c-ongress,  and 
congress  recognizes  these  coutiai  ts  so  far  as  to  direct  me  to 
settle  their  claims  under  them,  upon  principles  of  equity; 
and  as  these  contracts,  thus  recognized,  did  not  expire  till 
the  31st  December,  1835,  1 allowed  compensation  until  ili.u 
period— as  I did  not,  and  do  not  now,  find  any  provision  in 
the  act  limiting  compensation  to  the  period  at  which  you 
suspended  the  pay  of  the  contractors  ” 

As  the  postmaster  general  denied  the  performance  of  ser- 
vice by  the  contractors,  I then  withdrew  my  award,  and  re- 
quested him,  if  lie  had  any  proofs  in  his  department  of  the 
non-performance  of  the  services,  for  which  an  allowance 
had  been  made,  to  forward  them  to  my  office. 

On  the  29ih  lie  sent  me  sundry  schedules,  and  other  docu- 
ments, and  addressed  me  an  answer,  marked  O,  in  which, 
alter  a lew  observations  on  the  construction  of  the  act,  to 
be  derived  from  its  terms,  he  enters  upon  a long  argument 
on  the  facts,  lo  which  I shall  hereafter  have  occasion  to  re- 
vert, when  1 come  to  consider  the  proofs  on  which  my 
avv.lyis  were  founded. 

His  letter  did  not  change  my  opinion  ns  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  law;  and  so  clear  was  my  conviction,  that  I had 
given  tlie  true  construction  to  it,  that  I hesitated  for  some 
time,  whether  I should  refer  the  question  of  jurisdiction  to 
the  attorney  general  or  not,  more  especially,  as  lie  was  then 
absent  from  the  city.  My  respect,  however,  for  the  intel- 
lect of  the  postmaster  general,  at  length  induced  me  lo  do 
it,  and  T wrote  the  attorney  general  (ilu-.n  in  New  York)  the 
following  letter  on  the  12ili  October,  1836,  marked  D.* 

“Sir:  At  this  last,  session,  congress  passed  an  act  for  the 
rr  lief  of  Win.  B.  Stokes,  Richard  0.  Siockton,  Lucius  W. 
.rtocklou  and  Daniel  Moore,  on  the  construction  of  one 
point  of  which  1 must  ask  the  favor  of  your  opinion.  J 
would  not  have  troubled  you  with  this  application  till  your 
return  to  the  seat  of  government;  but  Messrs.  Stockton  and 
Stokes  represent  their  pecuniary  situation  to  be  such,  as  to 
compel  them  to  solicit,  with  much  earnestness,  an  early  de- 
cision on  their  claims;  and  as  I also  am  desirous  to  get 
through  with  the  very  unpleasant  duty  assigned  me  by  the 
act  as  soon  as  possible,  I will  be  obliged  if  you  can  favor 
me  with  an  early  reply. 

“Tlie  act  provides  that  ‘the  solicitor  of  tlie  treasury  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  and  directed  to  setlle  and  ad- 
just the  claims  of  William  B.  Stokes  and  Richard  C.  Stock- 
ton,  of  Maryland,  and  Lucias  W.  Stockton  and  Daniel 
Moore,  of  Pennsylvania,  for  services  performed  by  them,  as 
contractors  for  carrying  the  mail,  tinder  and  in  virtue  of 
certain  contracts  therefor,  by  them  alleged  to  have  been 
made  and  entered  into  with  them  by  William  T.  Barry,  late 
postmaster  general  of  the  U.  States;  and  for  this  purpose- to 
inquire  into  and  determine  the  equity  of  the  claims  of  them. 


*The  solicitor  has  a right,  by  the  law  creating  his  office, 
to  ask  the  advice  of  the  attorney  respecting  suits  under  his 
charge,  but  did  not  advert  to  the  limitation  of  his  right  in 
this  respect,  at  the  time  of  making  the  above  call,  nor  did  it 
occur  to  the  attorney  general,  as  he  afterwards  informed  the 
solicitor. 
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or  any  of  them.  lor  or  on  account  of  any  contract  or  addi- 
lionai  coniruct  vviih  tin*  said  postmaster  general,  on  which 
ilo  ir  pay  may  have  been  suspended  hy  the  present  post- 
uia.-lcr  general,  ami  to  make  ihcm  su» 'll  allowances  there- 
for,  as  upon  a lull  examination  of  all  the  evidence  may 
6Cem  right  oceotding  to  the  principles  of  equity,  &c.’ 

••  The  suspension  of  pay  utitler  the  contracts  with  the  lute 
post  master  general,  Harry,  took  place  uiwler  the  direction  of 
the  present  postmaster  general  on  the  l-i  of  April,  183o,  and 
the  contracts  themselves  being  d.-culcd  to  he  unauthorised 
tiy  law.  the  contraetors  presented  no  accounts  arising  under 
Ho  in  for  settlement  at  the  p*.st  office  dtpai tmetit,  alter  that 
decision.  Hut  couMdering  these  contracts  as  recognized  hy 
congress, so  far  as  to  allow  them  equitable  compensation  lor 
services  perlorimd  under  them,  they  have  .presented  claims 
to  me  lor  extra  services,  which  they  allege  to  have  bet 
perlorimd  under  them,  until  the  3lst  December,  1835.  The 
♦ quity  of  the  claims  from  the  l-t  of  April  to  the  3lst  Decem- 
ber, 1635,  when  the  contracts  in  question  would  necessarily 
Imve  ended,  being  additional  to  contracts  which  expired  on 
the  31st  December,  1835,  must  of  course  depend  upon  the 
evidence  which  may  be  exhibited.  With  lilts,  especially 
as  it  is  not  all  yet  taken,  I do  hot  mean  to  trouble  you;  but 
the  question  1 desire  to  have  solved,  is,  whether  I have  jn- 
r.-.t,  /."ii  under  the  act,  of  any  claims  which  maybe  pre- 
sented Inr  ijiTvir*.*.’  tii  lt:»v».  I»»*r ii  re n d e red  between 

the  I -t  of  April  .mil  3lsl  December,  lboo. 

**.My  impressions,  derived  from  conversations  during  the 
late  session,  in  which  1 expressed  a desire,  before  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act,  that  congress  would  not  devolve  upon  me 
duties  which  appeared  to  me  to  he  incongruous  with  the 
nature  ol  my  office,  and  duties,  too,  of  a very  unpleasant, 
as  well  as  highly  responsible  character,  were,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  ucl  was  to  put  an  end  to  all  further  application 
to  them,  by  appointing  a tribunal  to  pass  finally  upon  the 
equity  of  all  the  claims  in  dispute.  On  reading  the  act, 
however,  1 found  that  the  claims  under  certain  contracts, 
specified  therein,  were  excepted.  To  these  I have  no  oc- 
casion to  call  your  attention.  Rut  the  act,  as  you  will  per- 
ceive from  the  above  quotation  from  it,  directs  me  ‘to  in- 
quire into  and  determine  the  equity  of  the  claims  of  them.’ 
(Messrs.  Stockton  and  Stokes)  ‘for  or  on  account  of  any 
contract  or  additional  contract  with  the  said  postmaster  ge- 
neral,’ (l he  late  William  T.  Harry),  ‘on  which  their  pay  may 
have  been  suspended  hy  the  present  post  master  genera/.’  The 
words  underscored  I supposed  were  intended  to  specify  the 
contracts,  the  claims  under  which  I was  directed  to  settle; 
and  to  exclude  my  action  on  any  claims  which  did  not  arise 
under  contracts , on  which  the  pay  of  the  contractors  had 
teen  suspended;  but  I still  supposed  that  it  had  been  made 
my  duty  to  inquire  into  and  determine  the  equity  of  all 
claims  that  should  he  made  under  such  contracts,  whether 
for  extra  services  rendered  before  or  after  the  1st  of  April, 
1835.  If  reference  had  been  intended  by  the  words  of  limi- 
tation ‘to  claims’  and  not  to  ‘contracts,’  Hie  appropriate  ex- 
pression would  seem  to  be  ‘ the  payment  of  which  may  have 
been  suspended,’  instead  of  the  words,  used  in  the  act, ‘o/t 
which  their  pay  may  have  been  suspended.’ 

‘•Upon  these  words  or  limitation,  whether  as  referring  to 
the  vvoril  ‘claims,’  or  the  word  ‘contracts,’  will  depend,  I 
presume,  whether  I have,  under  the  act,  jurisdiction  of 
claims  arising  from  the  contracts  in  question  for  services 
between  the  1st  of  April  and  31st  December,  1835. 

“Though  mv  mind  still  inclines  to  the  nninion  above  in- 
dicated, as  to  the  construction  of  the  act,  and  the  extent  of 
my  jurisdiction,  yet  some  doubt  has  been  excited  on  the 
subject;  and  wishing,  in  so  responsible  and  painful  a duly, 
not  i extend  my  power  one  inch  beyond  the  law  imposing 
it,  I have  asked  your  aid  to  solve  that  doubt.  It  is  my  duty 
to  lullil  the  intention  of  congress;  ami  if  your  opinion  con- 
firm the  bias  of  mv  own  judgment,  that  the  act  requires  me 
to  consider  and  decide  upon  alt  claims  under  the  contracts 
in  question,  whether  for  services  he  fore  the  1st  of  April, 
1835,  or  between  that  day  and  the  31st  of  December  follow- 
ing, I shall  not  shrink  from  the  performance  of  that  duty, 
because  it  is  accompanied  with  heavy  responsibility. 

"To  the  hon.  B.  F.  Butler , attorney  general  U.  States.” 

To  my  letter  the  attorney  general' made  the  following  re- 
ply on  the  31st  of  October,  183(3,  confiuning  of  my  construc- 
tion of  the  act: 


“Sir:  1 have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communica- 
tion ol  tire  12ih  instant,  and  have  given  to  the  act  of  the  2d 
of  July  last,  ‘for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Stokes,  Richard  C. 
Stockton,  Lucius  W.  Stockton  and  Daniel  Moore,’ as  deli- 
berate and  mature  a consideration  as  I have  deemed  neces- 
sary to  the  decision  of  the  question  proposed  to  me  hy  you. 

‘•In  my  judgment,  the  act  authorises  and  directs  you  to 
if quite  into  and  determine  the  equity  of  all  claims  made  by 
the  persons  named,  or  any  of  them,  for  or  on  account  of 
any  contract,  or  additional  contract,  for  carrying  the  mail, 
alleged  by  the  claimants  to  have  been  made  arid  entered 
into  with  them  by  William  T.  Harry,  late  postmaster  gene- 
ral, and  on  which  contracts  the  pay  of  the  claimants  has 
been  suspended  by  the  present  postmaster  general,  whether 
such  claims  are  for  services  alleged  to  have  been  performed 
before  or  after  the  time  when  the  pay  was  suspended.  To 
apply  my  understanding  of  the  law  distinctly  to  your  ques- 
tion, [ think  you  have  jurisdiction,  under  the  act,  of  any 
claims  which  may  he  presented  lor  services  alleged  to  have 
been  rendered  between  the  1st  of  April  and  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, 1835,  for  or  on  account  of  any  such  contract  as  is 
described  in  the  act.” 

Ilavmgjaid  before  you  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  gene- 
ral, I will  further  occupy  your  valuable  time  on  the  subject 
of  jurisdiction  only  to  present  to  you,  as  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral has  altogether  omitted  to  do  it  in  his  report,  the  re- 
marks on  this  point  of  the  senate  judiciary  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Messrs.  Stockton  and 
Stokes,  respecting  the  refusal  of  the  postmaster  general  to 
pay  them  the  stun  awarded.  The  committee  say: 

“From  this  view  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  the  com- 
mittee did  not  deem  it  proper  to  go  into  the  examination  of 
tin.*  claims  decided  upon  hy  the  solicitor,  except  so  far  as  to 
ascertain  whether  the  claims  adjudicated  upon  were  sub- 
mitted to  his  decision  by  the  ‘act  for  the  relief  of  William 
B.  Stokes,  Richard  C.  Stockton,  Lucius  W.  Stockton  and 
Daniel  Moore,’ approved  2d  July,  1836.  Upon  this  branch 
of  the  subject  the  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  prin- 
cipally directed  to  the  just  construction  of  the  language  of 
that  pari  of  the  act  conferring  upon  the  solicitor  his  powers. 
The  solicitor  is  directed  ‘to  inquire  into  and  determine  the 
equity  of  the  claims  of  them,  or  any  of  them,  for  or  on  ac- 
count of  any  contract  with  the  said  postmaster  general,  on 
which  their  pay  may  have  been  suspended  hy  the  present 
postmaster  general,  and  to  make  them  such  allowances 
therefor,  as  upon  a full  examination  of  all  the  evidence  may 
eeem  right,  according  to  the  principles  of  equity,  &c.’ 


“By  the  expressions  here  employed,  it  seems  to  this  com- 
mittee that  two  things  only  arc  requisite  to  give  power  or 
juri 'diction  to  the  solic  tor: 

*•1-1.  That  the  claims  presented  should  be  for,  or  on  ac- 
count of,  contracts  made  with  the  late  postmaster  general. 

••2d.  Thai  the  piocul  postmaster  geneinl  shall  have  sus- 
pended the  pay.  The  committee  have  not  discovered  that 
any  allowance  has  been  made  by  the  solicitor  except  in 
ea-es  falling  within  his  jurisdiction,  when  tested  hy  these 
restrictions.  It  is  true  he  lias  allowed  compensation  lor 
services  adjudged  by  him  to  have  been  tendered  hy  the  peti- 
tioners since  the  late  postmaster  general  retired  horn  office; 
still  these  claims  were  on  account  of  contracts  made  by 
him,  and  the  act  ot  congress  plainly  submits  to  the  adjudi- 
cation of  the  solicitor  all  such  cases,  without  any  reference 
to  the  lime  when  the  services  were  rendered;  and  it  cannot 
he  believed  that  the  time  when  the  services  were  rendered, 
or  the  claims  fell  due,  was  deemed  in  any  wise  material  l*y 
congress,  ot  some  expression  restricting  the  power  ol  the 
solicitor  would  have  been  introduced  into  the  act;  besides, 
the  act  directing  the  solicitor  to  settle  the  accounts  passed 
alter  the  expiration  of  all  the  contracts,  and  alter  the  ren- 
dition of  all  the  services  which  may  have  been  performed 
under  them;  from  which  facts,  in  connection  with  the 
broad  and  comprehensive  language  of  the  act,  it  may  fully 
he  inferred,  as  the  intention  ol  congress,  that  the  whole 
claims  for  services  under  the  contracts  specified  in  the  net, 
were  to  be  adjusted  and  settled  hy  the  solicitor,  without  re- 
gard to  the  time  when  the  services  wi  re  performed;  and 
further,  that  a suspension  of  any  portion  of  the  pay,  even 
for  a single  quarter,  upon  such  contract,  hy  the  present 
postmaster  general,  authorised  the  solicitor  to  investigate 
all  the  claims  of  the  petitioners  under  such  contract.” 

After  presenting  you  with  this  full  and  explicit  opinion  of 
the  committer:  on  the  judiciary,  composed  as  ii  is  ol  learned 
and  able  lawyers,  in  addition  to  that  of  the  attorney  general, 
both  of  which  confirm  my  own  in  every  particular,  as  it  re- 
spects my  jurisdiction,  I should  consider  it  a work  of  su- 
pererogation to  examine  further  the  objections  of  the  post- 
master general. 

The  postmaster  general,  however,  is  not  content  with 
disputing  my  jurisdiction,  and  declining  the  positive  duly 
enjoined  on  him  by  the  act  of  congress,  notwithstanding  the 
explicit  opinions  of  the  attorney  general  and  the  com mjl tee 
of  congress  who  reported  the  act,  and  who  certainly  knew 
what  jutisdicliou  they  intended  to  give,  but  he  goes  further, 
and  in  defiance  of  the  net  of  congress  which  assigned  to 
me  (much  against  my  wish)  the  full  vnd  final  adjudication 
of  the  facts,  he  now  makes  himself  not  only  a parly  in  the 
controversy  submitted  to  my  adjudication,  hut  party  as  he 
has  made  himself,  creels  himself  into  a court  of  review  of 
that  adjudication,  though  congress,  hy  directing  my  report  to 
be  made  to  them,  clearly  indicated  that  my  responsibility 
was  to  that  body,  and  not  to  the  postmaster  general. 

The  postmaster  general  denies  that  the  services  for  which 
I have  awarded  equitable  compensation,  were  perfotmeri; 
and  after  making  this  denial  and  unsparingly  denouncing  to 
the  appointin'!  power  of  the  government,  without  any  notice 
to  me,  the  action  of  this  office,  he  enters  into  an  argument 
to  prove  the  justice  of  that  denunciation,  without  noticing 
the  reasons  assigned  in  my  report  to  congress,  or  the  proofs 
on  oalh  on  which  it  was  founded,  although  as  a difference 
of  opinion  existed  between  us,  1 had  frankly  laid  the  whole 
before  him. 

As  the  inference  from  his  report  to  you  would  necessarily 
be,  that  the  awards  I have  made  were  utterly  without  rea- 
son, and  that  the  treasury  Ifad  been  opened  without  proof  of 
claims,  I am -’under  the  painlttl  necessity,  having  answered 
his  objections  on  the  score  of  jurisdiction,  of  replying  to  his 
report  and  making  a full  exhibition  of  the  proofs  under  oath 
exhibited  to  me.  In  doing  this  I must  make  liberal  quota- 
tions from  my  report.  In  my  report  I say: 

That  the  claims  first  presented  were  made  for  extra  ser- 
vices performed  on  the  routes  from  Washington  and  Balti- 
more to  Wheeling,  being  numbered  1,201,1,389  and  1,390, 
they  were, 

1st.  For  increased  expedition. 

2d.  For  extra  horses  and  postillions;  and 

3d.  For  increased  weight  of  mails. 

I shall  consider  these  three  claims  in  the  order  in  which 
they  are  stated;  and  first,  for  increased  expedition. 

By  the  proposals,  advertised  until  the  26lh  of  September, 
1831,  for  carrying  the  mail  daily  between  Baltimore  and 
Wheeling  from  the  first  of  January,  1832,  to  the  31st  of 
December  1835,  in  four  horse  post  coaches,  three  days  and 
three  hours  weie  allowed  for  going  out,  and  three  days  one 
hour  and  a half  in  returning. 

By  a contract,  hearing  date  the  13lh  October,  1831,*  Rich- 
ard C.  Stockton  and  Win.  Neil  hind  themselves  to  carry  the 
mail  according  to  the  above  proposal,  fora  sum  which  is  as- 
certained hy  an  apportionment  between  the  routes  in  ques- 
tion and  the  other  routes  contracted  for,  to  he.  $4,550. 

They  bound  themselves  also,  if  required  by  the  postmas- 
ter general,  to  carry  a daily  mail  in  two  and  a half  days,  and 
to  run  also  a tri-weekly  line  to  carry  the  way  mails,  lot  the 
additional  compensation  of  $8,950. f 

But  in  consequence  of  the  solicitation  of  a number  of 
members  of  Congress,  they  propose  an  increase  of  speed  on 
sundry  .routes  by  a letter  of  the  23d  December,  1831,  for  the 
annual  compensation  of  $15,988;  of  which  the  proportion 
for  the  routes  from  Baltimore  and  Washington  to  Wheeling, 
oil  which  they  were  to  carry  the  mail  in  two  days  in  sum- 
mer and  two  and  a half  in  winter,  was  per  annum  $6,750,  or 
$1,687  50  per  quarter.  The  late,  postmaster  general  accept- 
ed this  offer  and  ordered  the  service  on  the  1st  Jan.  1832. 

“This  increased  speed  was  accomplished  in  the  time  stipu- 
lated, until  it  was  rendered  impossible,  by  the  breaking  up 
of  the  national  road  for  repairs  by  the  govi  rnment,  when  the 
postmaster  general  allowed  from  six  to  twelve  additional 
hours,  without  intending  to  diminish  the  contractors’  pay, 
bill  merely  to  make  an  allowance,  in  respect  to  time,  equi- 
valent to  the  delay  occasioned  hy  the  obstruction  thus  creat- 
ed hy  the  government  itself.  This  is  proved  hy  the  deposi- 
tions of  the  lion.  Andrew  Stewart  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
rev.  O.  B.  Brown,  then  superintendent  of  mail  contracts. 
The  former,  in  his  affidavit,  marked  exhibit  No.  3,  says: 

“I  furthermore  certify,  that  great  obstructions  were  inter- 
posed by  the  agents  of  the  government  in  taking  up  and  re- 
pairing the  Cumberland  road,  so  much  so  as  to  render  it 
utterly  impossible  to  effect,  with  any  force,  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail  over  it,  in  stages,  with  Liie  required  speed; 
first,  hy  taking  up  the  old  bed  and  covering  its  surface  with 
largo  loose  rocks  and  stones,  and  afterwards,  when  repaired, 


*See  exhibit.  No.  1. 

fSee  report  of  committee  house  of  representatives,  No. 
103,  pages  375,  6,  and  exhibit  No.  2. 


in  placing  log*,  stumps,  brush  and  stmies,  on  the  alternate 
hides  ol  the  road  at  short  distances,  varying  from  Imty  in 
< ighly  feet  apart,  so  as  to  force  the  carriages  to  tun  zig-zag 
across  the  road  to  picvont  the  cutting  it  into  nits,  and  in 
pack  tile  stone  evenly.  This  rendered  it  impossible  to  drive 
rapidly  without  hazarding  the  lives  of  the  passengers  and 
the  seClIiity  of  mail  stages  at  all  times,  hut  especially  aller 
night.  These  dtffii  allies  were  n presented  to  the  depuii- 
utenl  hy  myself  and  otlu  rs,  and  an  order  was  made  in  con- 
sequence, extending  the  time  allowed — I believe  about 
twelve  hours.  This  I considered  at  the.  lime,  And  now  con- 
soler, altogether  inadequate  to  the  unavoidable  loss  ol  time 
occasioned  hy  the  obstructions  placed  in  the.  way  of  the 
mail  hy  the  acts  and  agency  of  the  government,  and  com- 
pelled the  contractors  to  increase  the  speed  on  the  portions 
of  the  road  where  these  obstructions  did  not  exist,  to  make 
up  the  lime  lost,  after  the  order  giving  the  twelve  Lours  ad- 
ditional. These  facts  came  untier  my  personal  knowledge 
and  observation  in  frequently  passing  over  the  road  in  sta- 
ges and  otherwise  at  the  tune.5’ 

Mr.  Brown,  in  Ins  deposition  maiked  exhibit  No.  4,  says: 

“That  in  the  contract  of  R.  C.  Stockton  & Co.  for  trans- 
porting the  mail  between  Baltimore  and  Washington  city 
and  Wheeling  via  Frederick,  Cumberland  and  the  national 
road,  the  contractors,  for  certain  allowances  of  compensa- 
tion, obliged  themselves  from  Jaimaiy  1,1832,  to  mu  tin- 
mail  through  in  two  days'  in  summer,  and  m two  and  a half 
days  in  winter,  from  Baltimore  to  Wheeling;  or  in  four  dajs 
from  Baltimore  to  Cincinnati  mi  summer,  and  lour  and  a 
half  days  in  winter;  that  whilst  tiny  were  per lotming  the 
service  at  this  rate,  it  was  shown  to  the  post  office  depart- 
ment that  the  government  itself,  through  the  war  depart- 
ment, had  broken  up  a part  of  ihc  road  'for  the  purpose  of 
making  repairs  on  the  same,  by  means  ol  which  it  became 
impracticable,  without  immense  loss  and  danger,  to  run  mi 
that  time;  and  that  the  contractors,  in  essaying  to  keep  up 
the  full  speed,  had  broken  and  destroyed  several  coaches, 
and  put  in  jeopardy  the  lives  of  the  passengers  and  driver.-; 
that  the  postmaster  general,  in  consideration  of  the  obstruc- 
tion having  been  occasioned  by  the  government  itself,  con- 
ceived it  but  equilable,  on  the  pail  of  the  department,  to 
allow  the  contractors  so  much  lime  beyond  the  two  and  two 
and  a halfdays,  as  to  enable  them  to  carry  the  mail  through 
with  the  same  labor  and  expense  that  would  have  been  re- 
quired for  performing  the  service  in  the  two  and  two  and  a 
half  days,  i C t lie  obstructions  had  not  existed.  Wilfi  this  view 
the  time  was  extended,  to  what  period  I do  not  recollect, 
but  several  hours  additional  time  were  allowed,  f believe 
from  six  to  twelve  hours.  This  additional  lime  I know  to 
have  been  allowed,  purely  on  account  of  the*  obstructions 
which  the  government  had  occasioned,  and  it  was  intended 
lobe  more  than  equivalent  to  the  delays  which  such  ob- 
structions necessarily  occasioned.  The  postmaster  general 
so  expressed  to  me  at  the  lime,  and  never  intimated  an  in- 
tention or  thought  of  diminishing  their  compensation  on  ac- 
count of  it.” 

The  concunin?  testimony  of  both  these  gentlemen  is  con- 
firmed hy  the  schedules,  which  extend  the  lime  at  various 
periods  between  the  22d  ol  Deer  tuber,  1832.  and  the  31st 
December,  1835,  from  six  to  thirteen  hours,  beyond  the  two 
and  two  and  a half  days  which  were  called  the  increased 
speed  for  winter  and  summer. 

I have  been  more  particular  in  quoting  the  testimony  on 
this  point  at  large,  because  the  lime  of  the  “ increased  speed” 
lu-ing  thus  prolonged,  it  has  thus  been  confounded  with  the 
“iiw proved  speed”  proposed  in  the  original  hid,  and  inserted 
in  the  contract  (exhibit  No.  1),  which  was  two  and  a half 
days  for  transportation  of  the  maif  between  Ballimote  ami 
Wheeling;  and  it  has  in  consequence,  it  is  presumed,  been 
alleged,  that  the  “increased  speed”  was  not  continued  after 
the  year  1833,  because  after  that  year  no  speed  greater  than 
two  and  a half  days  between  Baliiinore  and  Wheeling  was 
required  hy  the  schedules,  which  was  Ihe  “improved  speed” 
proposed  in  the  original  contract.  But  ii  has  appeared  to 
me,  that  the  same  equitable  considerations  which  induced 
the  late  postmaster  general  lo  add  twelve  hours  to  the  time 
of  “increased  speed,”  would,  if  tin*  [imposition  of  December, 

1831,  had  never  been  made,  have  induced  him  to  allow 
twelve  additional  hours  for  the  “improved  speed,”  making  it 
three  days,  'instead  of  two  and  a half.  1 have  therefore 
considered  the  time  of  two  days  and  six  hours,  atjd  two  and 
a half  days,  in  summer,  and  two  days  and  nineteen  hours, 
or  three  days,  in  winter,  in  which  the  mail  was  carried  at 
different  periods,  after  the  road  was  broken  up  between 
Baltimore  and  Wheeling,  as  “increased  speed,”  within  lliti 
equity  of  the  stipulation  of  December  23.  1831. 

If  any  more  testimony  were  wanting  to  show  that  “in- 
creased speed,”  hy  agreement  with  the  department,  was' 
two  and  a half  and  three  days,  or  nearly  so,  in  summer  and 
winter,  alter  the  3d  of  October,  it  is  furnished  hy  the  ac- 
knowledgment Qf  the  present  postmaster  general  himself, 
who,  in  his  report,  says:  “In  September  of  that  year,  tin: 
contractors  produced  proofs,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
Cumberland  road  being  broken  up  for  repairs,  it  was  scarce- 
ly possible,  and  not  at  all  safe,  to  run  at  tile  speed  of  two 
days.  In  consequence,  they  were,  on  the  3d  of  October, 

1832,  allowed  two  and  a halfdays  each  way;  and  on  the  22d 
December,  they  were  allowed  two  days  nineteen  hours, 
going  out,  and  two  days  twenty  hours,  returning.” 

These  schedules,  after  this  time,  conformed  lo  the  “in- 
creased speed”  thus  extended  hy  agreement  of  the  depart- 
ment, as  an  equivalent  for  the  delay  occasioned  hy  the 
breaking  up  of  the  national  road  for  repairs;  and  instead  of 
serving  for  proof  (as  the  postmaster  general  contends)  that 
no  “increased  speed”  was  performed  by  the  contractors 
after  the  3d  October,  1832,  they  on  the  contrary  prove  that 
increased  speed,  in  the  meaning  of  the  parties,  was  perform- 
ed throughout  the  whole  time  claimed  from  the  1st  January, 
1834,  to  3lst  December,  1835;  and  thus  ihe  whole  reasoning 
of  toe  postmaster  general,  dciivcd  from  ihe  schedules,  falls 
lo  the  ground. 

The.  postmaster  general  says,  that  “it  appears  from  the 
books  and  files  of  this  department,  that  from  the  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1832,  to  about  the  1st  of  May  of  that  year,  none  of 
the  improved  service  was  performed,  the  mail  being  carried 
through  in  a daily  line,  occupying  about  three  days  in  the 
passage,  a9  under  Hie  old  contract.” 

1 notice  this  charge  of  want  of  performance  merely  be- 
cause it  was  introduced  lo  show  the  exorbitancy  of  my 
awards.  With  this  view  of  the  subject,  all  that  is  necessa- 
ry for  me  to  say  is,  that  I have  made  no  award  for  this  ser- 
vice. No  claim  for  these  services  was  made  by  the  con- 
tractors. The  suspension  of  pay  made  hy  the  present  post- 
master general  went  back  only  to  the  1st  of  January,  1834; 
and  the  account  of  the  contractors  with  the  department, 
furnished  hy  him,  gave  them  credit  for  those  services  as  up 
to  that  time. 
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For  this  reason,  I pass  over  all  the  other  remarks  of  the 
postmaster  general,  as  having  no  hearing  upon  my  awards, 
until  he  comes  down  to  the  18th  November,  1833,  when  an 
order  of  the  department  retrenching  the  allowances  of  in- 
creased expedition  and  extra  horses  and  postillions,  was 
made  to  take  effect  from  the  1st  December,  1833. 

The  postmaster  general  states  that  the  services  thus  re- 
trenched were  never  restored  afterwards,  nor  performed; 
and  in  proot  of  it,  refers  to  the  deposition  of  major  Hobbie, 
assistant  postmaster  general,  and  Mr.  Suter,  pay  clerk,  who 
staled  that  major  Barry,  about  a year  and  a half  after  the 
restoration  of  the  allowances,  as  claimed  by  the  contractors, 
said  that  he  did  not  intend  to  restore  the  allowances  re- 
trenched in  November,  1833. 

Bin  the  following  depositions  as  to  what  Mr.  Barry  said 
at  the  time  of  making  the  restorations,  and  his  own  letter, 
prove  conclusively  that  there  has  been  some  misapprehen- 
sion of  what  Mr.  Barry  said,  or  that  his  own  memory  was 
defective;  ami  show  that  a restoration  was  actually  made. 

A deposition  of  the  honorable  Andrew  Stewart  of,  Penn- 
sylvania, late  a member  of  congress,  who  in  a certilicate, 
sworn  toby  him  says: 

“1  certify  that  shortly  after  the  order  of  the  post  office  de- 
partment, suspending  or  discontinuing  the  increased  speed, 
postillions  and  second  line,  on  the  line  from  Washington  and 
Baltimore  to  Wheeling,  1 had  an  interview  with  the  post- 
master general,  Mr.  Barry,  on  the  subject,  in  which  1 re- 
monstrated against  the  order,  and  represented  the  import- 
ance of  continuing  the  speed  and  other  facilities,  on  this  most 
important  line  of  communication  to  the  west;  he  concurred 
in  my  views,  explained  the  causes  which  produced  the  or- 
der, and  concluded  by  saying  they  should  be  restored,  and 
especially  if  such  was  the  desire  (as  I supposed  it  to  he)  of 
the  western  members  of  congress  generally.  Some  time  af- 
terwards 1 again  called  and  presented  him  a letter,  signed 
by  some  twenty  or  thirty  memheis,  urging  the  continuance 
of  the  facilities,  and  the  pay  for  the  same;  he  then  said  dis- 
tinctly, that  it  should  be  done;  that  the  speed,  postillions 
and  second  line,  on  this  route,  with  the  compensation,  should 
he  continued,  and  that  1 might  so  inform  the  contractors , 
which  I did  accordingly.  J mentioned  that  at  my  suggestion, 
and  perhaps  some  others,  the  contractors  had  never  inter- 
mitted the  speed,  the  employment  of  postillions,  & c.  in  con- 
sequence of  the  suspension,  and  that  the  compensation 
ought  not  to  be  affected  by  the  order.  He  said  it  should  not. 

] alterwards  got  a number  of  other  names  to  the  letter,  which 
increased  the  number  of  members  to  between  seventy  and 
eighty,  which  I believe  was  filed  in  the  office,  as  evidence 
to  justify  the  department  in  the  restoration  and  t^mtinuance 
of  the  facilities  and  speed  above  mentioned  on  the  route. 

“The  promise  and  order  of  the  postmaster  general  was 
positive  and  distinct  that  they  should  be,  restored;  that  they 
should  not  lie  affected  by  the  order  of  suspension  or  discon- 
tinuance, and  that  he  authorised  me  to  so  inform  the  contract- 
ors, which  I did.” 

The  next  proof  to  the  point  under  consideration  is  the  copy 
of  a letter  from  major  Thomas  D.  Carneal  to  the  honorable 
Amos  Kendall,  to  which  is  annexed  his  oath  before  a magis- 
trate, and  is  as  follows: 

Baltimore , May  3,  1825. 

“Sir:  In  December,  1833,  on  my  way  from  the  west  to 
Philadelphia,  Mr.  Stockton,  of  Uniontown,  made  known  to 
me  that  the  postmaster  general  had  suspended  the  extra  al- 
lowance on  that  route.  That  owing  to  the  increased  weight 
of  the  mails,  the  contractors  could  not,  without  ruin  to  them, 
continue  the  extra  line  or  teams,  and  extra  postillions  placed 
on  the  route,  then  necessary  to  transport  the  mails.  Having 
noticed  between  Wheeling  and  that  place  the  great  weight 
of  mails,  1 advised  Mr.  Stockton  to  continue  the  extra  teams 
and  postillion  horses  until  a full  representation  of  the  facts 
could  be  made  to  the  department,  and  a decision  had,  as  to 
the  restoration  of  the  order,  made,  placing,  or  rather  re- 
quiring the  extra  teams,  &c«  on  the  route.  As  an  induce- 
ment fol  Mr.  Stockton  to  adopt  the  advice  given,  I promised 
him,  that  on  my  arrival  in  Washington,  I would  make  a full 
and  fair  representation  of  the  facts,  and  immediately  ap- 
prise Mr.  R.  Stockton  of  this  city  of  the  result.  At  once,  he 
determined  to  adopt  my  advice,  and  let  no  exertion,  on  his 
pari  be  wanting,  on  the  ground  of  expense,  until  a decision 
could  be  bad. 

1 reached  Washington  about  the  10th  of  January,  and  on 
the  next  day  after  my  arrival,  made  known  to  major  Barry 
the  peculiar  hardship  nnd  difficulties  the  contractors  on  that 
route  had  to  contend  against.  He  admitted  the  fact,  hut 
hesitated  as  to  the  power  of  the  department  to  grant  the  re- 
lief. After  much  conversation  on  this  subject,  he  referred 
to  major  Mobbie,  who  was  called  in,  and  to  whom  I was  in- 
troduced by  him,  and  the  substance  of  the  conversation  had 
between  ns,  made  known  to  him.  With  major  Hobbie,  1 
had  several  interviews,  and  was  shown  by  iiim  a recom- 
mendatory letter  from  sixiy  or  seventy  members  of  congress, 
urging  upon  the  department  the  restoration.  To  aid  me  in 
this,  I called  on  col.  R.  M.  Johnson  and  major  Eaton:vwe 
met  at  the  room  of  the  postmaster  general,  and  the  subject 
was  taken  up,  fully  discussed,  and  resulted  in  the  restora- 
tion of  the  original  order,  making  the  extra  requisition  with 
the  allowances  then  paid  by  the  department  for  such  extra 
service,  prior  to  the  suspension  order.  1 am,  &c. 

TIIOS.  D.  CARNEAL. 

•tfmos  Kendall , P.  M.  G. 

Sworn  to  before  RICHARD  SIMMES,  J.  P. 

The  next  document  is  the  deposition  of  the  rev.  O.  B. 
Brown,  chief  clerk  to  Mr.  Barry,  who  from  his  official  situa- 
tion, would  be  more  likely  to  be  acquainted  with  his  views, 
intentions,  and  acts,  than  any  other  person.  As  this  depo- 
sition contains  other  matters,  ( submit  at  present  that  pan  of 
it  only  which  relates  to  the  restoration  of  the  allowances 
retrenched.  The  extract  is  as  follows,  viz: 

“Towards  the  close  of  1833,  the  postmaster  general  direct- 
ed a great  many  retrenchments  to  he  made  in  mail  routes, 
which  would  diminish  the  pay  of  contractors.  The  retrench- 
ment of  services  was  to  take  place  from  the  lstof  December, 
1833,  and  of  pay,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1834.  Among 
those,  this  route  of  Stockton  and  Co.  was  to  undergo  some 
retrenchment,  but  to  what  amount  I do  not  distinctly  recol- 
lect. Soon  after  this  order  was  given,  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral expressed  to  me  great  reluctance  to  interrupt  the  progress 
of  this  great  western  mail,  as  it  would  cause  much  excite- 
ment, and  he  added  a wish  that  they  might  continue  the 
service,  and  stated  that  if  they  did  so,  he  should  pay  them 
for  it.  He  appeared  to  be  much  concerned  for  this  route, 
and  always  showed  more  than  ordinary  feeling  when  speak- 
ing of  it,  as  lie  regarded  it  as  the  great  artery  of  circulation 
for  all  the  great  west.  Soon  after  this,  again,  I do  not  re- 
collect the  time,  but  F believe  it  was  in  the  beginning  of 
January,  1834,  he  told  me  that  he  had  determined  to  restore 
the  whole  of  what  had  been  retrenched  on  this  route,  and 


expressed  much  satisfaction  to  learn  that  the  contractors 
were  continuing  the  service.  He  remarked  that  it  was  a 
very  delicate  subject,  for  if  it  should  be  known  that  he  had 
restored  one  route,  he  should  be  borne  down  with  applica- 
tions Irom  every  part  of  the  union;  but  that  the  public  mind 
evidently  called  loudly  for  this  restoration,  and  he  had  d 
lermined  to  make  it,  and  wished  to  do  it  in  such  a way  as 
would  be  least  likely  to  be  known  to  others.  I do  not  pre- 
tend to  repeat  his  words,  but  sucli  was  the  substance  of  his 
remarks.  As  it  did  not  then  belong  to  my  division  of  the  du- 
ties ol  the  department,  I did  not  make  any  inquiries  Cut  the 
on  the  subject.  What  he  said  to  me  on  this  subject,  was 
purely  spontaneous,  and  without  any  inquiries  on  my  part 
He  observed,  that  many  members  of  eongiess  had  made 
strong  applications  for  the  restoration,  and  that  from  the  re- 
presentations made, -there  appeared  to  be  a very  extensive 
feeling  on  the  subject,  which  made  it  his  duly  in  grant  the 
restoration  “of  the  allowances  which  had  been  retrenched.51 

The  last  document  is  a letter  written  by  major  Barry  him- 
self to  Mr  Stockton,  the  2d  of  February,  1834,  and  is  in  the 
following  words,  viz: 

February  2,  1834. 

My  dear  sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  31st.  It  was 
intended  to  direct  you  to  continue  improvements  already  on 
the  road  to  Wheeling  as  indispensable;  the  form  of  the  order 
does  not  perhaps  meet  the  case,  and  it  will  be  imnortnnf  for 
you  to  hw  present  when  it  is  done,  but  this  need  not  hasten 
your  visit  to  Washington,  to  the  neglect  of  other  important 
engagements  and  can  he  finally  adjusted  hereafter.  1 would 
say  more,  but  the  subject  is  a delicate  one,  that  can  better 
be  arranged  hy  personal  converse.  Be  assured  of  my  dispo- 
sition to  do  what  is  just  and  liberal.  W.  T.  BARRY 
R.  C.  Stockton , esq.  Baltimore. 

These  documents,  which  relate  both  to  “increased  speed” 
and  extra  horses  and  postillions,  left  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
that  the  allowances  retrenched  in  the  fall  of  1833,  were  re- 
stored; that  the  restoration  was  communicated  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  late  postmaster  general  to  the  contractors,  and 
induced  them  to  continue  the  services  which  they,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  expectation  of  their  restoration,  hail  in  fact 
never  intermitted,  while  retrenchment  was  actually  in  force. 

But  the  postmaster  general  asserts  that  the  allowances 
retrenched  were  not  only  hot  restored,  but  the  services  not 
performed  either  before  or  after  the  1st  of  April,  1835. 

That  they  were  restored  has  already  been  fully  proved  by 
the  oaths  of  Mr.  Stewart,  major  Caineal,  the  rev.  O.  B. 
Brown,  and  a letter  in  the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Barry  him- 
self, which  have  been  copied  on  the  foregoing  sheets:  and 
that  the  services  were  continued  Irom  the  1st  of  January, 
1834,  to  the  31st  December,  1835,  is  established  beyond  con- 
troversy hy  the  oaths  of  no  less  than  seven  witnesses,  viz: 
Geo.  S.  Evans,  James  P.  Carlton,  James  Workman,  Win. 
Hart,  R.  L.  Barry,  and  Daniel  Moreland,  and  the  certificates 
of  nineteen  other  witnesses,  to  wit:  J.  C.  Simonson,  An- 
drew Stuart,  Matthew  Allen,  Thomas  Sloan,  Samuel  Evans, 
John  Campbell,  John  A.  Sangston,  Henry  Bevans,  William 
McMillan,  R.  Bunting,  James  Stoddard,  jr.  Thomas  Thistle, 
James  Stoddart,  James  Black,  J.  Huddleston,  James  C. 
Wright,  Mr.  Thorbury,  John  Kelly  and  James  Wot  kman.* 
All  the  persons  above  named  are  postmasters,  tavern  keep- 
pers,  and  other  respectable  residents  on  the  national  road, 
and  of  course  occupying  the  very  situations  which  best  qua- 
lified them  to  be  exact  witnesses,  and  their  depositions  and 
certificates  were  laid  by  me  before  the  postmaster  general, 
that  he  might  produce  testimony  to  rebut  their  evidence,  if 
to  be  found  in  his  department.  The  only  papers  1 now  re- 
collect to  have  been  produced,  as  they  have  all  been  with- 
drawn, which  were  entitled  to  the  name  of  evidence,  were  a 
bundle  of  schedules,  all  of  which  went  to  confirm  the  per- 
formance of  “increased”  speed  agreed  to  by  the  department 
on  the  3d  October,  1832. 

This  mass  of  evidence*!  produced  entire  conviction  in  my 
own  mind,  and  actingjudicially,  I felt  myself  bound  by  it,  not- 
witslanding  the  new  rule  of  evidence  indicated  in  the  follow- 
ing sentence,  which  is  contained  in  the  postmaster  general’s 
letter  of  the  29th  September,  1836,  marked  O.  and  is  in  the 
following  words: 


i ig’  n"d  ad,,,mfcd  hy  present  postmaster 
j,ener,il  in  Ins  report  to  you,  without  however,  adverting  to 
the  necessary  consequences  of  that  admission.  In  that  le- 
porine says:  in  September  of  that  year”  (18321  the  “enn- 

tractors  produced  proofs  that  in  consilience  oTu.e  Cum bei- 
and  road  being  broken  up  for  repairs,  it  was  scarcely  possi- 
ble, and  not  at  all  safe,  lo  ,u„  at  the  speed  of  .wo  days’  l„ 
consequence  they  were,  on  the  3d  of  October,  allowed  two 

w m „ I waU!,"d  "»  H'e  22d  of  December  lin  y 

were  allowed  two  days  nineteen  bouts  going  out,  and  two 

mTlnW|'l,"'d  ‘,|l  n'S  re,1,,rni"f-”  A"d  the  schedules  from  ihat 
lime  lo  Hie  31ol  December,  1333,  with  small  variations,  were 
conformed  to  tins  extended  lime— and  instead  of  proving  ilini 
tile  increased  speed”  Ihus  extended,  was  run  performed 
K'.vV  nn'ieC,'  y And  the  continuance  of  the 

pay,  up  1(1  the  present  postmaster  general’s  accession  to  the 
department,  shows  conclusively  that  the  iindersiandiiie  of 
the  department,  until  that  lime,  was  conformable  to  ihe 
above  views;  and  if  the  schedules  are  considered,  asl  sup- 
pose they  ate,  the  orders  of  the  department,  they  show  a 
conformity  to  this  view,  and  ol  course  are  reconcilable  w ith 
he  actual  performance  of  thu  services  for  which  I have  al- 
lowed not  only  up  to  the  time  the  present  postmasn  r 

general  came  into  office,  but  altetwaids  until  the  31  -t  De- 
cember, 1835. 

I In;  nos  l in  aster  opnprai  h • »»-.  ■<.  eucnpnil  lln-*- 

ervices  a fur  lie  came  into  office;  and  aware  of  Mils,  b<  lore 
making  the  award,  I inquired  of  him  hy  letter  of  ihe  23d 
September,  1836,  (marked  exhibit,  No.  17),  whether  he  had 
exerted  this  power.  He  answers,  “that  not  considering  t lie 
services  lor  which  Ihe  allowances  by  the  lale  posMiiu>ler 
general  were  suspended  in  the  accounts  of  Messrs.  Stock- 
ton  and  Siokes,  or  Richard  C.  Slocklon,  on  ihe  routes  from 
Baltimore  and  Washington  lo  Wheeling,  as  ever  legally  au- 
thorised, lire  department  has  given  no  notification  to  these 
gentlemen  to  discontinue  those  services,  other  than  declin- 
ing to  pay  for  them  on  the  ground  stated  in  the  papers  now 
before  you.” 

The  jLhird  claim  presented  hy  the  contractors  was  for  fifty 
per  cent,  on  all  their  pay,  in  consequence  of  the  increased 
weight  of  the  mails. 

Of  this  claim,  the  postmaster  general  says: 

“To  the  undersigned,  the  filly  per  cent,  allowance  ap- 
pears to  have  beeh  equally  without  consideration  from  be- 
ginning to  end,” 

He  says,  also: 

“That  there  is  abundant  proof  that  they  [the  mails]  were 
never  a load  for  one  four  horse  post  coach  daily.” 

On  this  subject  I state  in  my  report  that, 

“It  appears  to  be  fully  proved  that, in  consequence  of  th** 
ncreased  expedition  with  which  the  mail  was  carii*  d on 
ihe  route  from  Baltimore  to  Wheeling,*  ihe  heavy  mails  tor 
the  west,  from  the  noith  and  east  beyond  Philadelphia, 
which  had  before  1832  been  earned  on  the  route  from  Phi- 
ladelphia to  Pittsburg,  were  drawn  upon  the  route  from 
Baltimore  to  Wheeling.  Thai  at  the  period  when  the  con- 
tract was  made,  the  mail  from  Baltimore  and  Washington 
to  Wheeling  averaged  in  weight  about  100  pounds. f The 
lair  interpretation  of  the  contract  (being  Ihe  meaning  en- 
tertained at  the  time  of  making  it  by  both  contracting  par- 
ties) is,  that  the  contractors  were  to  carry  a mail,  such  as  it 
was  at  the  time  of  entering  into  the  contract,  wiih  such  ad- 
dition thereto  as  should  arise  out  of  the  natural  growth  of 
he  business  of  the  country.  But  in  the  case  under  consi- 
deration, mere  was  a suouen  increase  irom  ICO  pounds  to 
2,000  pounds,  which  could  not  be  accounted  for,  from  gra- 
dual and  natural  augmentation,  but  was  attributable  only  to 
the  causes  above  mentioned.  Such  an  increase  could  not 
have  been  anticipated,  and  was  not,  therefore,  in  the  eon- 
emplalion  of  the  parties  when  the  contract  was  made. — 
fustice  required,  therefore,  an  additional  allowance  of  com- 
pensation lor  services  in  transmitting  the  mail  which  had 
thus  increased  from  ten  to  twenty-fold. 

“The  contractors  propose  to  the  postmaster  general,  in 
the  month  of  March,  1833,  to  make  the  requisite  increase  of 
* heir  means  or  transportation,  and  apply  lor  an  additional 
allowonee  of  25  per  cent,  on  their  pay,  to  cover  the  expen- 


‘ I informed  you,  that  the  department  was  not  aware,  by  any  | ses.J  The  postmaster  general  directed  that  the  services 


evidence  furnished  to  it,  that  those  services  were  continued 
from  the  1st  April  to  the  31st  December,  1835,  and  this 
from  a department  v-hich  claims  to  understand  its  own  business , 
was  considered  by  me  tantamount  to  a direct  assertion , that 
the  services  had  not  been  performed.  '* 

I have  a high  opinion  of  the  laborious  indusMy  and  atten- 
tive supervision  of  the  postmaster  general  over  all  the 
branches  iff  business  under  his  charge;  blit  I could  not,  act- 
in  a judicial  capacity,  reverse  all  tliq  known  mlesof 
evidence,  admit. a declaration  of  a want  of  information  re- 
specting a service  under  his  superintendence,  lo  set  aside 
positive  evidence,  given  under  oath,  by  unirnpeached  wit- 
nesses, many  of  them  personally  known  to  myself  to  be 
highly  respectable,  without  allowing  to  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral the  attribute  of  omniscience.  The  force  of  testimony, 
which  would  arise  from  such  an  attribute,  can  only  be  given 
by  an  act  of  congress,  making  a negative  declaration  of  the 
postmaster  general  to  outweigh  the  affirmative  testimony  of 
the  most  respectable  witnesses  under  oath. 

The  postmaster  general,  by  his  report,  has  endeavored  to 
make  on  your  mind  the  impression  that  I have  violated -the 
law,  and  disregarded  all  reason  in  my  action  on  ihe  facts. 
He  lias  weakened  the  high  authority  by  which  my  construc- 
tion of  the  act  of  congress  was  sustained,  by  an  unfounded 
imputation  of  unfairness  in  the  manner  of  asking  the  attor- 
ney general’s  opinion,  and  concealed  from  you  the  ample 
testimony  under  oaih  on  which  my  decisions  were  made,  all 
of  which  was  laid  before,  and  known  to  him.  f will  not 
imitate  this  example  of  injustice.  I decline,  sir,  while  I 
lay  before  you  the  most  positive  proofs  on  the  oath  ol  tinim- 
peached  witnesses,  utterly  irreconcilable  with  the  positive 
declarations  of  the  postmaster  general,  leaving  you  unin- 
formed of  the  manner,  perfectly  simple  and  obvious  to  me, 
hy  which  these  declarations  may  be  reconciled  with  sinceri- 
ty, though  not  with  accuracy,  at  least  so  far  as  respects  “in- 
creased speed.”  Mis  error  consists  in  not  considering  “in- 
creased speed,”  which  was  originally  two  days  in  summer, 
and  two  and  a half  days  in  winter,  to  have  been  increased 
twelve  hours,  as  an  equivalent  for  the  delay  occasioned  in 
ihe  national  road  bring  broken  up  for  repair  by  the  govern- 
ment, by  an  agreement  between  the  contractors  and  the  de- 
partment. This  is  fully  proved  by  the  depositions  of  the 
lion.  Andrew  Stewart,  and  the  rev.  O.  B.  Brown,  as  is 
shown  irt  the  foregoing  pages,  where  their  testimony  is 

*See  my  letter  to  postmaster  general,  Sept.  27,  1836. 

fThese  documents  are  too  long  to  be  spread  on  the  face  of 
this  answer,  but  are  sent  with  it  marked  exhibits,  Nos.  10, 
11,12,13,14,15,16. 


should  be  required,  but  suspended  a decision  on  the  com- 
pensation. Further  experience  taught  the  contractors  that 
25  per  cent,  increase  of  compensation  would  not  cover  ihe 
increased  expenditure;  and  in  the  beginning  of  June  follow- 
ing, they  asked,  instead  of  25  per  cent,  lor  an  additional  al- 
lowance of  50  per  cent,  which  was  granted  by  the  lute  post- 
master general,  from  Ihe  beginning  of  the  contract,  and  the 
necessary  instructions  were  given  to  the  treasurer  and 
pay  clerk.” 

in  support  of  their  claim  as  above  stated,  the  claimants 
laid  before  me  the  statement  of  the  predecessor  of  the  pre- 
sent postmaster  general,  one  of  the  documents  which  I sent 
with  my  report  to  congress,  and  is  marked  exhibit  No.  24; 
and  also  that  of  his  chief  clerk,  the  lev.  O.  B.  Brown,  and 
other  depositions  and  certificates  to  establish  the  facts  above 
detailed,  which  directly  contradicts  ihe  statements  made  in 
the  above  extracts  from  the  postmaster  general’s  report  to 
you.  The  former  is  as  follows: 

“The  first  suspension  has  reference  to  an  allowance  of 
50  per  cent,  on  their  compensation  for  ti unsporting  the 
mail  from  Washington  and  Baltimore  to  Wheeling1.  This 
allowance  was  made  by  me  about  the  beginning  of  June, 
1833.  The  testimony  which  was  received  in  relation  to  the 
weight  of  the  mail  showed,  that  at  the  time  of  entering  into 
the  contract,  (ihe  latter  part  of  1831,  to  commence  January 
1,  1832),  the  average  weight  of  the  mail  from  Baltimore  to 
Wheeling  was  about  eighty  or  a hundred  pounds,  but  soon 
after  the  contract  commenced,  it  increased  to  more  than 
twenty  hundred  pounds.  About  the  same  time,  the  govern- 
ment itself  broke  up  a considerable  portion  of  the  Cumber- 
land road,  preparatory  to  its  repair,  by  which  means  it  was 
rendered  exceedingly  difficult  to  travel  with  any  degree  of 
rapidity.  These  were  circumstances  unforeseen  and  unan- 
ticipated when  the  contract  was  made,  and  the  change  of 
the  condition  of  the  road  was  effected  by  the  government 
without  the  ugency  of  the  contractors.  It  was  obvious, 
therefore,  that  a line  of  stages  could  not  carry  upwards  of  a 
ton  weight  of  mail,  besides  seven  passengers,  (the  number 
stipulated  in  their  contract),  and  travel  at  the  required 
speed  under  any  circumstances,  and  especially  in  the  dilapi- 
dated state  of  the  road;  and  to  divide  the  mail  so  as  to  car- 
ry half  of  it  in  the  slow  line  provided  for,  would  produce  ' 
great  confusion  and  general  discontent.  The  slow  line  had 
been  provided  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  small  inter- 
mediate offices,  aud  lo  send  by  it  any  part  of  the  great  mail 

*Vide  report  H.  R.  No.  103,  page  64,  &c. 

fSee  exhibits,  Nos.  24,  25,  26  and  27. 

jSee  exhibit,  No.  28. 
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would  cause  such  a part  lo  be  delayed  imits  progress.  The 
increase  of  the  mail  was,  therefore,  such  as  to  require  a 
much  greater  service  than  was  contemplated  when  the  con- 
tract was  made,  or  than  the  contract  itself  required;  and  it 
was  obvious  that  the  whole  of  that  mail  could  not  be  trans- 
ported under  the  contract,  as  it  existed,  without  heavy 
losses,  which  must  result  in  ruin  to  the  contractors.  It 
was  under  these  circumstances  that  the  allowance  of  50 
per  cent,  was  made  to  the  contractors,  for  giving  such  in- 
creased expedition  to  their  slow  line,  and  for  furnishing 
Midi  additional  stock  of  horses  on  both  lines,  as  to  carry 
the  whole  mail  through  in  the  lime  required. 

“The  proposition  to  perform  this  increased  service  for  ad- 
ditional compensation,  was  made  by  the  contiactors  in  the 
spring  of  1833,  when  they  were  directed  lo  continue  the 
service;  but  the  decision  as  to  the  amount  of  compensation 
for  it  was  suspended  till  June,  1833,  when  50  per  cent,  was 
nllowed. 

“The  form  observed  in  making  decisions  in  all  such  cases, 
was  to  write  upon  the  outside  of  the  file  of  documents  rela- 
tive to  such  cases,  or  upon  its  envelope,  my  decision,  and 
send  it  to  the  superintendt'nt  of  mail  contracts,  by  whom  it 
was  communicated  to  the  division  of  finance  and  noted  on 
the  contract.  In  this  case  the  superintendent,  major  Nob- 
ilie, was  absent,  and  I was  about  leaving  the  city  for  Ken- 
tucky before  his  return;  I therefore  wrote  my  decision,  as 
usual,  on  the  envelope,  making  the  allowance,  and  handed 
it  to  the  treasurer  of  the  depaitmenf,  and  directed  him  to 
m ike  the  payments  accordingly.  This  was  about  the  be- 
ginning of  June,  1833.  This  order  being  given  to  the  trea- 
surer, he  was  directed  to  hand  it  to  major  Hobbie,  if  I did 
not  return  from  Kentucky;  but  in  the  event  of  my  returning, 
then  the  paper  was  to  be  returned  to  me.  ft  was  returned; 
bul  in  the  multiplicity  of  business  connected  witli  the  de- 
pat  unenl,  this  matter  was  lo<t  sight  of,  and  did  not  come  be- 
fore me  again  until  an  opinion  had  obtained  (hat  the  ac- 
counts of  the  contractors  were  overdrawn;  certain  credits, 
it  appeared,  were  omitted.  This  original  paper  was  then 
sought  for,  and  being  found  amongst  my  papers,  was  handed 
to  major  Hobbie.” 

The  statement,  tinder  oath,  of  the  rev.  O.  B.  Brown,  at 
that  time  chief  clerk,  is  as  follows: 

“Stockton  and  Stokes  entered  into  a contract  with  the 
general  post  office  in  the  autumn  of  1831,*  to  transport  the 
mail  between  Baltimore  and  Washington  city,  via  Frede- 
rick, Hagerstown,  Cumberland  and  Washington,  Pa.  to 
Wheeling,  for  four  years,  beginning  1st  January,  1832. — 
When  this  contract  was  made,  the  fact  was  known  that  the 
average  weight  of  the  mails  did  not  exceed  one  hundred 
pounds  on  this  route. 

“With  this  weight  the  contractors  proposed  to  give  greater 
expedition  to  the  route,  which  proposal  was  accepted;  but 
they  soon  discovered  that,  in  consequence  of  the  increased 
expedition,  mails  which  had  formerly  travelled  westward  by 
other  routes  came  on  this,  and  the  weight  transported  rose 
from  less  than  one  hundred  pounds  to  two  thousand  pounds 
and  upwards,  and,  in  consequence  of  these  difficulties,  an 
increase  of  the  means  ol  transportation  also  became  neces- 
sary. This  produced  a complaint  to  the  postmaster  general, 
of  the  unexpected  burthen,  and  compensation  was  asked 
for  such  increase  of  expenditure,  See.  The  means  of  trans- 
portation intended  and  contemplated  for  the  original  weight 
not  being  at  all  adequate  for  the  transportation  of  the  in- 
treased  weight,  at  any  thing  like  a rate  of  speed  desirable  to 
the  department  and  the  community.  When  these  facts 
were  communicated  to  the  postmaster  General,  ho  directed 
Hie  continuance  of  the  service,  assuring  the  contractors' 
that  they  should  he  compensated  for  any  additional  and  un- 
expected labor  and  expense  thus  thrown  upon  them,  but 
hot  at  that  time  fixing  any  rale  of  compensation,  or  acting 
officially  on  the.subjecl.  The  contractors  deferred  pressing 
Hie  subject  of  compensation  until  after  they  ascertained 
what  would  be  to  them  the  fair  average  rate  at  which  they 
could  maintain  the  additional  labor;  and  in  June,  1833,  they 
asked  of  the  postmaster  general  50  per  cent,  upon  their 
mail  pay,  as  a fair  compensation  for  the  increased  labor  and 
expense,  and  this,  of  course,  to  relate  to  the  commence- 
ment of  their  contract,  very  shortly  after  which  this  in- 
creased labor  had  begun.  The  postmaster  general,  having 
made  all  proper  inquiries,  determined  that  for  the  additional 
labor  and  expense  incurred  by  the  contractors,  50  per  cent. 
Additional  to  their  former  mail  pay  should  be  allowed,  tn 
take  effect  from  the  beginning  of  the  contract.  The  post- 
master general  endorsed  this  order  for  allowance  on  the  pa- 
pers in  his  department,  and  ordered  the  treasurer  of  the  post 
Office  to  pay  over  these  amounts  to  Hie  contractors,  and 
which  order  the  treasurer  has  regularly  obeyed;  and  the 
contractors  have  received  the  amount  of  this  allowance  up 
to  the  appointment  of  the  present  postmaster  general. 

“From  the  close  of  the  year  1833,  sundry  retrenchments 
were  made  by  the  postmaster  general  on  ibis  ami  other 
contracts,  hut  this  allowance  of  50  per  cent,  was  never  re- 
trenched, nor  the  service  ordered  to  he  discontinued;  or  if 
the  postmaster  general  ever  intended  to  discontinue  it,  he 
did  not  inform  the  contractors  of  the  same,  nor  the  trea- 
surer ofhis  own  department,  but  the  contractors  continued  to 
perform  the  service,  and  the  treasurer  of  the  department 
continued  to  pay  them  the  50  per  cent,  up  lo  the  close  of 
Mr.  Carry’s  administration  of  the  department. 

“It  appears  that  when  the  postmaster  genera!  decided  in 
f.ivor  of  making  this  allowance,  in  June,  1833,  and  directed 
the  treasurer  of  his  department  to  pay  the  same,  his  assist- 
ant, (S.  R.  Hobbie,  esq.)  who  superintended  that  division  of 
the  transportation  of  the  mail,  was  absent  from  the  city,  and 
the  postmaster  general  was  about  to  absent,  himself,  but  he 
made  the  allowance  in  the  usual  form,  by  writing  upon  the 
envelope  of  the  document  containing  the  application  lthe 
claim  is  just,  anil  is  allowed and  this  document  he  left 
wiiii  the  treasurer  as  his  authority  for  paying  the  same,  hut 
directed  him  to  retain  it  till  he,  the  postmaster  general, 
should  return  lo  the  sent  of  government,  and  then  to  hand 
it  to  iiini  to  lie  passed  over  to  the  assistant  (Mr.  Hobbie)  for 
his  information,  as  was  usual  in  such  cases. 

“In  consequence  of  this  accidental  circumstance,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  allowance  was  not  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
contractors  in  the  hooks  of  the  department,  until  the  begin- 
ning of  the  current  year  1835,  though  the  payment  was  regu- 
larly made  to  them  by  the  department.  It  also  appears  that 
the  postmaster  general  had  intended  lo  retrench  litis  allow- 
ance at  the  close  of  1833,  and  was  under  an  impression  that 
he  had  done  so,  hut  that  all  difficulty  between  him  and  Hie 
contractors  on  this  point  was  settled  between  him  and  the 
contractors,  by  the  postmaster  general  formally  restoring  it 
for  the  whole  time,  about  the  last  of  March  or  first  of  April, 
1835.” 


*See  exhibit  No.  47. 


I will  spread  before  you  no  more  of  the  testimony  respect- 
ing the  propriety  of  this  allowance  of  50  per  cent,  nod  of 
the  increased  weight  of  mails,  hut  content  myself  with  re- 
ferring to  the  depositions  of  Moore  N.  Falls,  R.  L.  Barry. 
Richard  McClure,  James  P.  Carlelou,  Thomas  D.  Carneal, 
and  Jacob  Rohr,  marked  exhibits  19,  21,  25,  26,  and  37. 

'Pile  last  point  to  be  considered  respecting  the  claims  aris- 
ing out  of  contracts1,  respecting  the  Baltimore,  Washington 
and  Wheeling  route,  has  reference  lo  the  reasonableness  of 
the  allowances  made.  This,  I am  of  opinion,  is  as  clearly 
established  as  the  performance  of  the  services.  The  sum 
allowed  appears  to  be  large;  but  it  is  to  be  recollected  that 
the  claims  established  for  the  increased  speed,  and  extra 
horses  and  postillions,  extend  through  two  years;  and  that 
for  the  50  per  cent,  allowance  lor  the  transportation  of  mails, 
which  had  increased  from  circumstances  not  in  the  contem- 
plation of  Hie  parties  when  the  contract  was  made,  at  least 
twenty  fold,  extends  through  four  years.  The  time  allowed 
me  for  making  this  report,  compels  me  to  restrict  myself  to 
merely  laying  before  you  the  deposition  of  one  of  the  wit- 
nesses on  this  subject,  and  making  reference  to  the  deposi- 
tions of  the  others. 

The  deposition  of  Moore  N.  Falls,  a gentlentan  known  to 
me  to  be  highly  respectable  and  intelligent,  is  in  the  follow- 
ing words,  viz: 

‘•Maryland,  Jlllegany  county,  to  wit: 

“Before  the  subscriber,  a justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for 
said  county,  personally  came  M.  N.  Fails,  merchant  in  Cum- 
berland, who,  being  duly  sworn,  did  depose  and  say,  that  he 
has  been  doing  business  for  the  national  road  stage  company 
for  the  last  five  years,  and  has  been  intimately  acquainted 
with  their  accounts  and  operations,  and  has  attended  per- 
sonally to  nearly  all  their  settlements  from  1831  to  the  pre- 
sent time.  That  at  the  time  of  taking  the  contract  of  1831 
and  2,  the  weight  of  the  mail  on  this  road  between  Baltimore 
and  Washington,  did  not  average  more  than  from  150  to  200 
pounds;  that  shortly  after  the  department  ordered  an  in- 
crease of  speed  on  Ibis  route,  the  mails  increased  to  upwards 
of  2,000  pounds  daily.  That  in  consequence  of  the  increase 
of  speed  and  the  great  weight  of  mails,  it  became  necessary 
to  put  postillion  horses  and  riders  at  all  the  mountains  mi  the 
road,  in  order  to  ascend  the  mountains  with  speed,  f should 
also  have  mentioned  that  the  company  ordered  that  the  pas- 
sengers in  the.  mail  should  he  reduced  from  ten  to  six  each 
way,  making  a difference  of  eight  passengers  each  trip,  and 
very  frequently  they  have  been  obliged  to  turn  every  pas- 
senger out  of  the  stage  in  order  to  insure  its  arrival  in  time 
to  save  Hie  mail.  It  also  rendered  it  necessary  to  put  on  a 
second  line  at  the  same  speed. 

“In  consequence  of  this  increase  of  speed,  and  a very 
rough  road,  the  destruction  of  horses  and  coaches  was  very 
much  increased,  at  least  front  forty  lo  sixty  per  cent,  and 
coaches  three  to  one. 

“The  following  he  considers  a fair  and  reasonable  estima- 
tion of  the  increased  expense  and  losses  by  said  company  in 
consequence  of  the  increased  speed,  and  the  greatly  increas- 
ed weight  of  mails: 

1.  For  forty  to  forty-four  postillion  horses,  twenty 

to  twenty-two  riders,  with  harness,  Stc.  per  an- 
num, $11,500 

2.  For  reduction  of  passengers  from  ten  to  six  each 
way,  would  be  eight  per  da>;  hut  to  take  the  ave- 
rage, he  would  think  that  five  passengers  a day 
would  be  about  the  loss.  Five  passengers  $13 

each,  for  one  year,  23,725 

3.  Fifty  per  cent,  increased  expenses  on  horses,  of 

which  there  are  about  400;  average  cost  about  $75, 
after  allowing  thirty-three  per  cent,  for  the  gene- 
ral loss  oti  horses  in  staging  on  this  route;  seven- 
teen per  cent,  would  be  a low  estimate  for  the  in- 
creased loss,  6,800 

4.  On  account  of  the  destruction  of  coaches  as  be- 
fore staled,  three  for  one,  which  is  not  a large  al- 
lowance, when  he  has  known  as  many  as  three 
coaches  broken  all  to  pieces  in  one  trip  with  the 
great  weight  of  mails,  which,  as  has  sometimes 
been  ascertained,  to  weigh  3,800  pounds.  The 
average  cost  of  coaches  on  the  road  ban  been 
about  $10,000  per  annum,  ns  the  books  of  the  com- 
pany will  show.  The  increased  expenses  would 

be  from  $20,000  to  30,000 

$72,025 

“This  deponent  would  further  state  that  the  losses  of  the 
company,  of  which  he  had  every  opportunity  of  knowing, 
was  increased  at  least  $20,000  per  annum  during  the  whole 
of  the  contract:  Hint  by  the.  present  contract,  in  which  the 
heavy  mails  have  been  withdrawn,  the  company  will  make 
at  least  from  fifty  lo  seventy-five  per  cent,  more  than  here- 
tofore. 

“Sworn  before  JNO.  M.  CARLETON,  J.  P.” 

The  other  deposition  relating  to  the  equity  of  the  awards 
fur  increased  weight  of  mails,  is  marked  exhibit  No.  21. 

To  the  above,  however,  I will  add  a statement,  made  out 
by  Lucius  W.  Stockton,  esq.  one  of  the  contractors,  calcu- 
lating the  amount  he  would  have  received  of  the  United 
Slates,  if  he  had  charged  them  at  the  rate  he  regularly 
charges  individuals,  and  is  so  clearly  stated  upon  data  al- 
ready established  by  inconteslibte  proof,  that  every  person 
may  judge  of  its  reasonableness  for  himself.  It  is  as  follows: 

November  3,  1836. 

Sir:  In  order  to  give  you  some  further  idea  of  what  we 
would  he  entitled  to,  “on  principles  of  equity;”  in  the  set- 
tlement of  our  western  claims  now  before  you,  we  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  statement,  viz: 

The  amount  of  thfe  weight  of  mail  upon  our  western  road 
is  clearly  proven  lo  have  been  upwards  of  2,000  pounds;  but 
say  only  2,000  pounds 

Deduct  the  weight  when  contract  was  taken, 
proven  to  have  been  100  pounds  only,  but 
say  it  was  200  pounds 


Additional  weight  per  day  1,800  pounds 

under  the  most  unfavorable  calculation  for  ns.  It  is  anile 
on  our  lines,  and  we  believe  all  others,  to  charge  every  pas- 
senger, or  any  other  person,  taking  or  sending  baggage,  at 
the  rate  of  one  passenger’s  fare  for  every  150  pounds,  and 
that,  too,  without  being  obliged  to  arrive  at  a given  time  or 
pay  a fine,  and  also  without  anV  of  the  responsibilities  or  lia- 
bilities of  carrying  mails.  Assuming,  then,  that  what  indi- 
viduals pay  would  be  fair  and  proper  data  on  which  to  found 
a claim  against  the  government,  we  proceed  to  show  that 
1,800  pounds  per  day  would  amount  to  twelve  passengers,  as 
twelve  times  150  make  1,800. 

Our  stage  fare  from  Baltimore  to  Wheeling  at  the  time  of 
this  increased  weight,  was  $18  75  each  passenger;  pari  of 


the  time  $15,  and  part  $16,  8tc.  The  average,  however, 
would,  we  think,  for  the  whole  four  years,  he  $16. 

Twelve  passengers  per  pay  would  be,  at  $16  $192 

Multiply  by  365,  the  number  of  days  in  a year,  365 

960 

1152 

576 

making  the  amount  of  $72,080 

which  the  government  would  have  to  pay  on  the  foregoing 
principle  for  increased  weight  alone,  without  any  increase  o'f 
speed  or  responsibility,  or  fines  for  failures.  The  amount  at 
this  time  (November,  1836)  paid  by  a passenger  or  other 
person  for  baggage  from  Baltimore  to  Wheeling,  is  $17  lor 
every  150  pounds,  and  without  responsibility  to  carrier,  or 
fine  for  non-arrival  in  specified  time. 

We  will  now  contrast  the  amount  we  would  he  equitably 
entitled  to,  with  the  amount  allowed  us  by  the  department 
lor  increased  speed,  postillions,  and  additional  weight,  viz: 
Amount  above  staled,  $70,000 

Amount  allowed  for  increased  speed  per  an.  $6,750 
Do  do  postilions  9,812 

Ho  do  increased  weight  19,254 

Making  in  all  $35,816  $35,816 

Making  n saving  to  the  department  per  year  of  $34,264 
That  is,  Hie  government  pay  $34,904  less  man  individuals 
pay  for  like  service.  This,  however,  you  will  readily  per- 
ceive, is  not  a fair  statement  lor  ns. 

The  following  we  consider  the  proper  ground,  viz: 
Amount  of  1,800  pounds  per  day  is  $70,080 

Actual  amount  allowed  for  weight  19,254 

Annual  saving  to  government  $50,726 

on  the  fifty  percent,  claim. 

As  additional  evidence  that  the  calculation  of  $16  per  150 
pounds  is  moderate,  we  will  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the 
post  office  committee,  (vide  report  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, report  103),  where  it  is  shown,  under  oath,  that 
from  1825  to  1828  the  department  paid  at  the  rate  of  $59  14 
for  what  individuals  paid  $18  75. 

The  actual  cost  of  postillions  is  shown  hv  the.  evidence 
before  you  to  he  $11,379  13  per  ami. 

Actual  amount  paid  by  department  9,812  00 


Saving  lo  department,  a loss  to  contrac- 
ts, $1,567  13 

The  actual  cost  of  speed  is  almost  “beyond  calculation.” 
Nothing  definite  or  exact  can  be  arrived  at.  By  reference, 
however,  to  the  affidavits  of  R.  S.  Barry,  Moore  N.  Falls, 
and  John  C.  Hull,  which  are  before  you  in  the  case,  and  al- 
lowing Hint  the  actual  cost  of  speed  was  about  one-half  of 
what  it  is  there  computed,  and  you  will  no  doubt  arrive  at 
the  conclusion  that  the  amount  per  annum  was  at  least 

$30,000 

Amount  allowed  by  department  6,750 

Saving  lo  department,  a loss  to  contractors,  perann.  $23,250 

RECAPITULATION, 

Showing  the  difference  between  the  equitable  amount  and  the 
amount  paid  by  the  post  office  department , viz: 
Department  allowed  loo  little  on  weight,  per  annum,  $50,726 

Ho.  do.  on  postillions  1.567 

Do.  do.  on  speed  23,250 

Total  difference  in  favor  of  government  $75,543 

Or,  in  four  years,  (the  contract  term),  $302,172 

We  respectfully  submit  the  foregoing  to  your  consideration 
in  the  settlement  of  western  claims. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

STOCKTON  & STOKES, 

L.  W.  STOCKTON, 

DAN’L  MOORE, 

Per  L.  IV.  Stockton, 

To.  v . Maxcy,  esq.  solicitor  of  the  treasury. 

Let  us  conclude  with  another  calculation,  to  show  the 
reasonableness  of  the  allowance  by  Mr.  Barry  to  Messrs. 
Stockton  and  Stokes,  by  a comparison  with  a contract  made 
by  the  present  postmaster  general  with  the  same  gentlemen. 

From  several  remarks  in  his  report,  llie  postmaster  gene- 
ral appears  to  be  of  opinion,  that  he  has  a right  to  load  a mail 
coach,  if  there  he  matter  enough  to  do  so,  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  exclude  all  passengers,  though  his  predecessor,  as  ap- 
pears from  his  statement,  marked  exhibit  No.  24,  construed 
the  seventh  article  of  the  post  office  contracts  as  reserving 
the  right  to  contractors  to  carry  seven  passengers,  and  of 
course  denying  the  right  of  the  department  so  lo  overload  the 
coach  with  mails  as  to  deprive  them  of  this  privilege. 
Without  discussing  this  point,  though  I have  no  doubt  of  the 
intention  of  both  parties,  when  the  contract  for  carrying  the 
mail  from  Washington  and  Baltimore  to  Wheeling  was  en- 
tered imo,  let  us  now  calculate  the  cost  to  the  government 
of  carrying  the  mail  on  that  route  iri  one  four  horse  post 
coach  or  mail  wagon  without  passengers,  which  the  post- 
master general  says  was  sufficient  for  transporting  all  the 
heavy  mail  matter  that  was  thrown  upon  the  route  from 
1831  to  the  end  of  1835.  The  department  is  now  under  con- 
tract with  Messrs.  Stockton  and  Stokes  to  pay  them  $12,000 
per  annum  for  carrying  the  mail  between  Washington  and 
Baltimore,  thirty-eight  miles,  in  a mail  wagon,  without  pas- 
sengers. It  will  not  he  contended,  that  the  mails  on  this 
route  are  heavier  than  they  were  on  the  route  lo  Wheeling 
in  the  years  1832,  1833,  1834  and  183).  Deduct,  then,  fur 
the  light  afternoon  mail  between  Baltimore  and  Washing- 
ton, which  can  be  carried  in  a sulky  $2,000  per. annum, 
though  Messrs.  Stockton  and  Stokes  have  a contract  with 
the  rail  road  company  to  carry  it  for  them  for  $600  per  an- 
num, and  $10,000  per  annum  will  be  left  for  the  four  horse 
mail  wagon.  The  distance  from  Baltimore  to  Wheeling  is 
268  miles,  and  from  Washington  to  Frederick,  43  miles, 
making,  altogether,  311  to  be  travelled  daily.  Allowing, 
then,  $10,000  per  annum  for  the  four  horse  mail  wagon, 
without  passengers,  from  Washington  to  Baltimore,  38  miles, 
and  allow  for  a four  horse  mail  wagon  for  31 1 miles,  at  the 
same  rate  and  the  expense  per  annum,  will  be  $81,842,  be  in* 
$24,030  per  annum  more  than  all  the  allowances  to  Stockton 
and  Stokes , ( which  were , altogether,  $57,812  per  annum) 
made  by  Mr.  Barry  for  the  Wheeling  route,  and  for  the  four 
years  of  their  contract  $96,120  more  than  Mr.  Barry’s  allows 
anccs! 

To  the  foregoing  I will  add  the  first  award  at  large,  as 
made  by  me  and  transmitted  lo  the  postmaster  general,  on 
the  12th  of  November,  1836. 
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Office  of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  Nov.  12,  1836. 
Sir:  In  obedience  io,  and  in  pursuance  of  I he  authority 
of  an  act  of  congress  of  2d  July,  1833,  entitled  “an  act  lor 
Hie  relief  of  William  B.  Slokes,  Richard  C.  Stockton,  Lu- 
cius W.  Stockton  and  Danie.i  Moore,”  by  which  the  solici- 
tor of  the  treasmy  is  authorised  and  directed  to  settle  and 
adjust  the  claims  ol  these  gentlemen  for  extra  services  per- 
formed by  them  as  contiactors  for  carrying  the  mail,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  certain  contracts  therefor,  by  them  alleged 
to  have  been  made  and  entered  into  with  them  by  William 
T.  Carry,  late  postmaster  general  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  this  purpose  to  inquire  into  and  determine  the  equity  of 
the  claims,  or  any  of  them,  for  or  on  account  of  any  con- 
tracts, or  additional  contracts,  with  the  said  postmaster  ge- 
neral, in  which  their  pay  may  have  been  suspended  by  the 
present  postmaster  general,  and  to  make  such  allowances 
therefor,  _as  upon  a full  examination  of  all  the.  evidences  may 
seem  right  according  to  the  principles  of  equity,”  I have,  had 
under  consult  ration  the  claims  of  the  said  Richard  C.  Stock- 
ton,  under  the  coutraet  made  on  the  15th  day  of  October, 
1831,  between  the  >aid  Stockton  and  William  Neil,  of  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio,  and  the  Into  postmaster  general,  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  on  sundry  routes,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the.  carrying  thereof  on  routes  1/201,  1,389  and  1,390,  and  his, 
the  said  Stockton’,*  claims  under  the  contracts  additional 
thereto,  alleged  to  have,  been  entered  into  with  the  late  post- 
master general,  on  which  his  pay  has  been  suspended  by  the 
present  poMmaster  geucial.  These  claims,  as  made  by  Mr. 
{Stockton,  are  as  follows,  to  wit: 

: i.  For  increased  speed  on  said  three  routes  from 
tin;  1st  of  January,  183d,  to  the  3lst  December, 

1835,  according  to  the  rale  allowed  at  the  post 
oflice  department  and  paid  for  from  the  1st  of 
January,  1832.  to  the  31sl  of  December,  1833, 
that,  is,  $1,687'  50  per  quarter  amounting  to  $13  500 

2d.  For  extra  horses  and  postillions  on  the  route 
from  RaltimorH  to  Washington,  from  the  1st  of 
Janu.ny,  1834,  to  the  21  >t  of  December.  1835,  ac- 
cording to  the  rate  allowed  and  paid  for  during 
the  two  previous  years — that  is  $2,453  per  quar- 
ter, amounting  to  19,624 

3d.  The  increased  weight  of  mails  (the  increase 
being  from  100  lbs.  to  2,T'0  lbs.)  50  per  centum  of 
$38,508,  tiie  amount  ol  all  the  payments  and  al- 
lowances together,  for  services  on  the  route  from 
Baltimore  to  Wheeling,  from  the  1st  January, 

1832,  till  31st  December,  1835,  being  four  years, 
at  the  rate  of  $19  254  per  annum,  or  IS  quarters 
at  $4,813  50  per  quarter,  amounting  to  77,016 

4ih  For  interest  upon  sin  h sums  due  from  the 
post  office  department,  the  payment  of  which  has 
bren  suspended. 

I have  made  a full  examination  of  all  the  evidence  touch- 
ing the  above  mentioned  cl  tints,  and  considered  as  well  that 
which  has  been  communicated  by  the  post  office  depart- 
ment, and  the  secretary  of  the  senate,  a*  that  received  from 
the  claimants,  and  . oliecled  by  depositions,  and  obtained 
from  published  documents,  and  have  decided  that  there  are 
equitably  due  to  said  Richard  C.  Stockton  on  account  ot 
said  claims,  the  following  sums  of  money,  viz: 

For  part  of  the  first  mentioned  claim  for  extra  ser- 
vices, that  is  (or  five  quarters,  commencing  with 
Hie  1st  January,  1834,  and  ending  on  the  31st 
March,  1835,  at  the  rate  of  $1,687  50  per  quarter, 
the  stun  ot‘  8,437  50 

For  part  of  the  second  claim  above  mentioned,  that 
i*,  for  five  quarters,  commencing  with  the  1st 
January,  1834,  and  ending  on  the  31st  March, 

1835,  at  the  rate  of  $2,453  per  quarter,  the  sum 
of  12,265  00 

For  part  of  the  third  claim  above  mentioned  on  ac- 
count of  increased  weight  of  mails,  that  is  50  per 
cent,  on  all  payments  and  allowances  for  13 
quarters,  commencing  with  the  1st  of  January, 

1832,  and  ending  on  the  31:>t  of  March,  1835,  at 

the  rate  of  $4,813  50  per  quarter,  the  sum  of  69  575  00 

Making  together  up  to  the  1st  of  April,  IP35,  when 
the  pay  of  said  Stockton  was  suspended  by  the 
present  postmaster  general,  the  total  sum  of  83,278  00 
] have  also  derided  that  there  is  equitably  due  to 
the  said  It.  U.  Stockton,  on  account  of  all  the 
above  claims  for  extra  services  for  the  2d,  3d 
and  4ih  quarters  of  the  year  1835,  commencing 
with  I ho  l.-i  of  April,  and  ending  with  the  31st 
December,  1835,  the  further  sum  (at  the  rate  of 
*$6,715  00  per  quarter),  of  26,862  00 

l therefore,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  conferred  on  me 
by  the  aforesaid  act  of  congress,  make  allowance  to  the  said 
Richard  C.  Stockton  for  Ins  said  claims,  to  up  the  3lst  April, 
1835,  of  the  above  sum  of  eighty-three  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  sevenl v-eight  dollars. 

And  I also,  by  viitue  oft  lie  same  authority,  make  allowance 
io  said  Stockton  for  his  said  claims  for  extra  services,  from  the 
I - 1 of  April  to  the  31<l  of  December,  1835,  of  the  said  sum  of 
twenty-six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars. 

A claim  for  interest  having  hem  made,  I have  postponed 
Hie  consideration  of  it  until  the  equity  of  the  other  claims  of 
Hie  gentlemen  named  in  the  title  of  the  act  should  have  been 
inquired  into  and  adjusted.  I have  the  honor.  &c. 

V.  MAXCY,  solicitor  of  the  treasury* 

To  the  hon.  Jlmos  Kendall,  ’postmaster  general  U.  S. 

I have  now,  sir,  gone  through  the  items  of  my  first  award, 
and  proceed  to  the  second. 

The  first  claim  presented  by  the  contractors,  and  allowed 
by  me  in  my  second  award,  consisting  of  two  items,  was  for 
the  transportation  of  an  additional  daily  mail  from  the  cities. 
• »f  Washington  and  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia,  by  land  con- 
veyance, for  90  days  during  the.  winter  of  1833-34,  requiring 
thirty  teams  of  four  horses  each,  at  $6  per  day  for  each 
f am  $16,200  00 

And  for  same  service  during  the  winter  of  1831-35, 

for  100  days,  at  the  same  rate  18,000  00 

$34,200  00 

The  only  question  on  thesp  claims  was  whether  the  line, 
for  which  pay  is  claimed,  was  an  additional  line  to  those 
stipulated  in  a previous  contract  or  not. 

The  postmaster  general  goes  into  a long  argument  to  show 
that  there  were  severe!  lines  stipulated  for  in  the  original 
contract,  some  of  which  were  run  only  a part  of  the  time, 
and  some  not  at  all,  but  that  all  were  paid  for,  and  then 
says:  “It  would  seem,  that  in  an  equitable  adjustment  of 
these  claims,  the  services  paid  for,  and  not  performed,  should 

*The  above  sum  is  a clericnl  error — and  the  postmaster 
general  has  been  requested  to  insert  in  its  place  $8,954, 


be  taken  into  the  account..”  But  because  they  were  not, 
lie  adds:  “the  solicitor  seems  to  have  entirely  overlooked 
these  just  claims  of  the  public,  and  instead  of  deducting  any 
thing  lor  the.  very  great  seryices  paid  for,  but  not  performed, 
lie  added,  in  his  equitable  settlement,  $1,800  to  the  allow- 
ances made  by  the  former  postmaster  general.” 

The  answer  to  all  these  remarks  is  very  slioit.  The  post- 
master general  has  forgotten  that,  according  to  his  own  po- 
sition, I have  no  jurisdiction  over  any  claims  which  have 
not  been  suspended  by  him,  and  that  helms  exhibited  to  me 
no  proof  of  Ins  having  suspended  from  the  credit  of  the  con- 
tractors any  account  of  pay  r»  ceived  by  them,  which  he  now 
thinks  I ought  to  have  deducted  from  the  claim  under  con- 
sideration. 

In  answer  to  his  long  dissertation  to  show  that  the  claim 
in  question  was  not  for  an  additional  seivice  to  those  stipu- 
lated for  in  the  original  contract,  I shall  content  mvsclf' with 
extracting  from  my  report  to  congress  my  remarks  on  this 
subject.  In  that  repoillsay:  “ Jl  is  known,  as  a pen  of 
the  history  of  the  times,  that  in  the  winter  of  1832-33. 
the  editors  of  sundry  newspapers  in  New  York  united  in 
the  establishment  of  an  express  between  Philadelphia  and 
N.  York,  which  out-travelled  the  U.  States  mail.  This  cir- 
cumstance bringing  reproach  on  the  post  office  department,  it 
was  delet mined  by  it  to  employ  Mr.  Greene,  postmaster  of 
Boston,  and  Mr.  Bates,  assistant  postmaster  of  New  York, 
to  arrange  a plan,  if  practicable,  for  a fast  mail  between 
Washington  and  Portland;  which  they  accordingly  did;  and 
Richard  C.  Stockton,  bv  a proposal  to  Hie  post  office  depart- 
ment bearing  date  of  Hi  - llili  of  March,  1834,  and  marked 
exhibit  No.  34,  engaged  to  carry  it  between  Washington  and 
Philadelphia  in  twenty  hours.  This  proposal  was  accepted 
by  tlie:  late  postmaster  general  but  for  want  of  the  necessary 
data  for  calculating  the  expenses,  leu  thousand  dollars  were 
advanced  towards  it,  and  the  amount,  of  ultimate  compensa- 
tion was  postponed  for  future  consideration,  when  an  expe- 
riment should  furnish  them. 

“At  the  time,  of  making  this  proposal  for  carrying  the  fast 
mail,  Mr.  Stockton  was  carrying  the  mail  at  a different  speed 
on  the  same  route,  tinder  a contract  with  Hie  department., 
bearing  date  the  15th  October,  1831,  marked  exhibit.  No.  36. 
Then-  seems  to  he  no  dispute  about  the  service  which  is  the 
object  of  the  present  inquiry,  being  performed,  nor  of  its 
being  performed  well.  But*a  question  was  raised,  whether 
under  the  above  mentioned  contract,  the  contractors  were 
bound  to  cariv  two  daily  mails  between  Baltimore  and  Phi- 
ladelphia in  the  winter  season  or  not.  If  they  were,  then 
they  would  he  entitled  to  compensation,  as  it  regards  the 
fast  mail,  rkotfo*  a -new  line,  hut  for  an  improvement  of 
speed  only,  in  one  of  their  daily  lines.  If  they  were  not 
bound  to  keep  up  two  daily  lines,  this  was  an  entirely  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  service,  not  stipulated  for  in  the  contract  of 
October  15,  1831,  but  only  in  the  proposal  of  llili  March, 
1833.” 

The  testimony  of  Mr.  Bnrrv,  in  his  statement,  rnatked 
exhibit  No.  24,  and  of  O.  B.  Drown  in  bis  letter  of  10iii  Ja- 
nuary, 1835,  to  Messrs.  Stockton  and  Stokes,  marked  exhi- 
bit No.  35,  -leave  tio  doubt  that  the  distinct,  understanding 
between  the  department  and  the  contractors  in  tbp  under- 
taking to  carry  the  fast  mail  in  the  winters  of  1833-4  and 
1834-5,  between  Washington  and  Philadelphia,  was  a sepa- 
rate and  distinct  service  from  that  stipulated  in  the  contract 
of  October  15,  1831,  and  therefore  entitled  to  full  compensa- 
tion for  the  duty  performed,  ami  not  a mere  additional  or 
extra  compensation  for  an  increase  of  speed,  on  an  .estab- 
lished tine.  II  any  further  document,  were  necessary  to 
sustain  this  position  beyond  all  conirovesy,  that  document  ! 
i-  supplied  in  the  clear,  able  and  conclusive  opinion  and  ar- 
gil n> < lit  of  Roger  B.  Taney,  now  chief  justice  of  the  United 
States,  maikcd  exhibit  No.  37,  respecting  which  the  late 
postmaster  general,  in  his  statement  above  riled  says,  that 
this  opinion  was  in  pet fec-t  accordance  with  his.  lie  ac- 
cordingly allowed  for  the  service  in  the  winter  of  1833-4, 
Hie  sum  of  $11,760  for  the  route  between  Baltimore  and 
Philadelphia,  and  $4,460  between  Washington  and  Balti- 
more, making  together  the  stun  of  $16,200;  being  at  the  rate 
of  $6  per  day  for  each  thirty  teams,  of  four  horses  each, 
which  vva«  the  number  the  service  required  for  ninety  days, 
which  was  the  length  of  service  that  winter.  He  also  al- 
lowed the  same  sum  for  the  like  services  in  the  winter  of 
1834-5. 

“The  fact  being  established,  that  the  subject  of  the  pre- 
sent inquiry  was  a service  in  pursuance  of  a contract  with 
the  late  postmaster  general,  and  the  fifet  of  the  pay  under 
the  contract  being  suspended  by  the  present  postmaster  ge- 
neral being  apparent  from  the  account  rendered  by  the  post 
office  depaitment,  marked  exhibit  No.  31,  it  remains  to  in- 
quire what  allowance  for  the  service  is  right,  according  to 
the  principles"^  equity. 

It  is  proved  bv  the  depositions  of  Alexander  AT  Camming, 
at  Ike  time  general  agent  of  the  line  of  Stockton  and  Slokes, 
between  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  and  of  Messrs  Malter 
and  Scott,  elet  ks  in  their  office  at  Baltimore,  marked  exhi- 
bit No.  39  and  40,  and  thirty  learns,  of  four  horses  each, 
were  employed  in  the  transportation  of  the  fast  snail  in 
question,  between  Washington  and  Philadelphia;  and  that 
the  service  continued  in  Hie  winter  of  1833-4  for  ninety 
days,  and  in  1834-5,  one  hundred  days. 

It  is  proved  by  the  depositions  of  Cbnileg  Goddard,  N.  R. 
Woodward,  Hugh  Cunningham,  A.  M.  Gumming  and  Alex- 
ander Scott,  marked  exhibits  No.  4 1 , 42,  43  and  4 4,  that  $6 
po r diem  for  each  team,  especially  when  is  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  great  destruction  of  stock  from  high  speed, 
bad  roads  and  bad  weather,  is  a reasonable  rate  of  charge; 
applying  this  rate  of  charge  to  the  service  rendered  for  nine- 
ty days  in  1833-4  and  the  amount  will  be  $16,200,  which 
Barry  allowed.” 

“ It  appears  that  the  same  cum  was  allowed  for  the  service 
performed  in  the  winter  of  1834-5;  and  in  directing  the  pay- 
ment of  it,  he  says  to  Mr.  Sitter-  the  pay  clerk,  “allow  the 
credit  for  sixteen  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  in  confor- 
mity with  the  piineiplc  of  the  former  decision,  agreeably  to 
the  opinion  of  Air.  Taney.”  This  shows  that  Ins  intention 
was  to  allow  at  the  same  rate  for  the  service  of  1834-5,  as 
he  had  done  for  that  of  1833-4.  As  the  service  in  the  ypar 
1834-5  continued  ten  days  longer  than  in  1833-4,  justice  re- 
quires if  $6  per  diem  for  eacJi  team  be  a reasonable,  allow- 
ance, (which  I think  it  is  abundantly  established  by  the 
above  depositions), that  $1,800  should  be  added  to  the  amount 
allowed  for  1833-4,  making  it  $18,000,  which  I have  accord- 
ingly awarded.  It  is  presumed  that  Mr.  Barry  had  not  the 
testimony  as  to  the  number  of  days  of  service  before  him, 
or  as  he  adopted  the  principle  of  the  first  decision,  made  a 
mistake  through  some  inadvertence.” 

The  next  claim  allowed  in  my  second  award,  to  which 
the  postmaster  general  objects,  is  an  account  sent  by  the 
post  office  department  to  this  office.  The  first  item  is  $1/240 


throne  month’s  extra  service  in  the  spring  of  1831.  This 
Beni  was  allowed  hv  Mr.  Barry  in  another  account  marked 
exhibit  No.  46,  all  the  items  of  which  were  allowed  by  him. 

The  objections  to  my  allowance  of  this  item,  is  not  that 
it  is  unfounded  or  exhorbitant,  but  that  I have  no  jurisdic- 
tion, because  it  arose  under  a contract  With  the  hon.  John 
McLean,  in  which  there  is  no  pretence  that  the  contractors’ 
pay  has  been  suspended. 

The  last  position,  that  the  payment  of  this  claim  has  hot 
been  suspended  is  not  correct,  for  a reference  to  the  la- 1 
class  of  suspensions,  in  the  account  of  the  post  office  de- 
partment With  the  contractors  will  s'.ow  that  the  amount 
is  the  same  as  that  of  the  account  sent  me.  from  the  post, 
office  department,  of  which  the  first  item  is  this  sum  of 
$1,240,  and  which  it  herewith  sent,  marked  as  above,  exhi- 
bit No.  46.  And  if  it  aiose  under  a contract  with  Mr. 
McLean  and  riot  Air.  Barry,  I have  to  remark,  that  the.  proof 
of  that  fact,  as  there  was  nothing  on  the  face  of  the  account 
to  show- it,  ought  to  have  been  sent  to  Hiis  office,  which 
was  not  done,  and  in  its  absence  I had  a riglti  vo  suppose, 
as  l had  called  upon  the  postmaster  general  for  the  docu- 
ments which  related  to  the  matter  submitted  to  me  by  the 
act  of  July  2,  1836,  that  the  papers  sent  did  not,  rflale  any 
thing  but  what  was  within  my  jurisdiction.  But  suppose 
the  contract  was  originally  made  with  Air.  McLean,  yet  still 
as  Air.  Barry  allowed  the  claim,  that  act  may,  without  any 
great  stretch  of  construction,  be  considered  an  adoption  of 
the  contract  by  him.  - 

As  the  justice  of  this  item  is  not  disputed,  I shall  not 
trouble  yon  with  the  view  presented  in  my  report  to  show  it. 

The  principal  items,  however,  in  this  account,  are  said 
not  to  he  under  my  jurisdiction,  because  they  are  for  special 
services,  and  not  lor  services  rendered  under  a contract  with 
the  late  postmaster  general.  And  a part  of  them  arc  said  not 
to  be  under  my  juri>dictinn,  because  they  were  not  suspend- 
ed by  the  present  postmaster  general,  but  by  bis  predecessor. 
A*  to  ibis  last  -assertion,  there  was  no  proof  sent  to  my 
office.  That  these  services  were  rendered  under  a contract 
with  Mr.  Barry,  I make  the  following  extract  fioin  my  re- 
port to  congress  to  show. 

“The  principal  items  of  the  account.,  consist  of  charges 
for  running  two  coaches  instead  of  one,  to  transport  the 
whole  of  the  great  mail  between  Baltimore  and  Washing- 
ton, it  being  loo  large  to  be  carried  in  one  coach.  These 
items  make  up  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  sum  of  $6,423 
45,  which  is  the  last  amount  suspended,  in  the  general  ac- 
count with  R.  U.  Stockton,  see  exhibit  No.  31.  Of  these 
the  laic  postmaster  general  makes  the  following  remarks; 

“ ‘The  last  case  of  suspension  is  Ihai  of  allowance  for 
double  lines  of  stages  from  Baltimore  to  Washington  on  spe- 
cial occasions,  when  the  mails  which  arrived  at  Baltimore, 
by  steamboat  for  Washington,  were  too  large  and  heavy  to 
be  brought  on  by  one  line  of  stages.  There  was  nothing  in 
this  contract  which  required  them  to  run  a double  line  at 
any  time;  they  were : required  wbenevci  it  should  be  ordered, 
to  carry  three  mails  a day  between  the  two  cities,  as  they 
were  for  tin*  accommodation  of  passengers,  running  lines  of 
stages  at  three  different  hours  of  the  day;  but  to  run  two  lines 
at  the  sanie.  hour,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  entire  mail, 
was  what  they  were  not  bound  to  do,  and  vvhat  could  not  be 
done  wifliobt  expense  to  them,,  which  their  contract  did  not 
compel  them  to  incur.  When  it  was  found  that  the  mail 
was  sometimes  too  great  to  be-carrjed  in  one  line,  (a  cir- 
cumstance which  had  never  before  occurred,  and  which  was 
not  contemplated  when  the  contract  was  made),  the  con- 
tractors proposed  to  leave  a part  of  it  till  tiiuir  next  line  in 
order  should  run.  Tins  they  were  prohibited  from  doing, 
* .H  directed  to  bring  the  en Hie  mail  at.  once,  and  with  out  de- 
lay, whatrvi  r force  it  might  require,  or  whatsoever  number 
of  lines  jt  might  employ.  This- older  tiny  obeyed,  and  on 
such  occasions  it  appeared  reasonable  in  m^ke  the  allow- 
ance; such  allowance  had  been  made  and  paid  to  them  prior 
to  the  session;  and  the  last  decision  was  not  for  a mere  al- 
lowance, tlie  principle  having  been  already  sell  led . but  it  was 
rather  an  approval  of  the  testimony  upon  w hich  the  per- 
formance of  the  service  had  been  established.”  See  exhibit 
No.  24. 

In  the  statement  preceding  ATr.  Glenn’s  argument,  which 
was  sworn  to  by  the  rev.  O.  B.  Brown,  it  is  said  that 
“Messrs.  Stockton  and  Stokes  were  contractors  for  carry- 
ing the  mail  from  Baltimore  to  Washington  city.  It  some- 
times happened  that  the  mail,  which  arrived  by  steamboat, 
at  Baltimore,  from  -Philadelphia,  was  so  large  and  heavy 
thru  one  line  of  stages  could  not  catry  the  whole  of  il  to 
Washington;  and  the  contractors  proposed,  in  such  cases, 
to  leave  a part  of  it  until  their  next  line  in  order  should  run, 
as  their  contract  bound  them  to  carry  the  mail  three  Limes  a 
day  when  the  postmaster  general  should  require  it,  but  it 
did  not  require  them  to  run  two  lines  of  stages  at  one  arid 
.tin*  same  lime.  They  were  prohibited,  however,  by  lire  de- 
, partment,  from  ever  leaving  any  pari  of  the  mail,  hut  were 
required  to  carry  it  all  at  the  same  time,  though  it  might  re- 
quire more  than  one  line  of  stages  to  do  so.  With  this  re- 
quisition they  complied,  and  claimed  compensation  for  the 
additional  line  of  stages  in  such  special  cases.  The  post- 
master general,  about  three  nr  lour  years  since,  allowed 
their  claim,  and  made  the  payment.  The  contractor!*  con- 
tinued i.o  perforin  the  same  service,  whenever  the  weight  of 
the  mail  was  such  as  to  require  il,  expecting  of  course  the 
same  allowance  to  have  been  made  them,  the  principle 
having?  already  been  settled  by  the  postmaster  general,  and 
their  drafts  on  the  department,  which  were  accepted  and 
paid,  were  based  upon  conviction  that  these  allowance* 
could  not  be  withheld;  but  they  were  not  formally  admitted 
by  the  postmaster  general  till  the  spring  of  the  present, 
year,”  (1835),  “when  he  decided  to  make  the  allowance.” 
In  this,  as  in  all  the  preceding  cases,  (meaning  the  extra  al- 
lowances considered  in  the  previous  part  of  this  report), 
“the  payments  have  actually  been  made.”  See  the  account 
of  the  post  office  department  with  Richard  0.  Stockton, 
marked  exhibit  No.  31. 

“This  amount  which  the  late  postmaster  general  directed 
to  he  passer!  to  the  credit  of  Stockton  and  Stokes,  amounts 
to  $6,423  46,  which  amount  has  been  suspended  from  their 
credit  by  the  present  postmaster  general.  'Hie  same  items 
which  make  up  this  amount,  are  embraced  in  the  account 
containing  the  class  of  claims  now  under  consideration. — 
But  the  latter  account  contains  a considerable  number  of 
additional  and  subsequent  charges  for  extra  trips  from  Bal- 
timore to  Washington,  of  the  same  kind  as' those  allowed 
for  by  ATr.  Barry  in  exhibit  No.  46,  and  which  I consider  as 
performed  under  a standing  contract  with  the.  late  postmas- 
ter general,  whenever  the  mail  delivered  by  the  steamboat 
from  Philadelphia  at  Baltimore  should  he  too  large  to  be 
carried  in  one  stage,  and  therefore  entitled  to  an  award 
from  me,  if  the  amount  charged,  he  a reasonable  and  equita- 
ble compensation  for  the  service  actually  performed. 
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“Thai  tbe  services  were  performed,  is  proved  by  the  affi- 
davit of  Alexander  M.  Cummin*,  (marked  exhibit  No.  50), 
and  that  the  charge  per  trip  of  $-20  is  reasonable,  is  esta- 
blished by  the  depositions  of  Dennis  A.  Smith  and  David 
Burnum,  two  experienced  mail  contractors,  marked  exhibit 
No.  5L” 

For  the  reasonableness  of  the  amount  of  I he  allowance 
in  my  last  award,  I beg  leave  to  refer  to  documents  marked 
exhibits  Nos.  4(5,  50  and  5i. 

The  Iasi  claim  which  the  postmaster  general  disputes  tny 
anthoriiy  to  allow  is  that  for  interest,  on  the  ground,  first, 
that  an  authority  to  settle  a claim  on  equitable  principles 
does  not  confer  authority  to  allow  interest  on  such  claim, 
j n less  specialty  granted;  and,  secondly,  because  tin:  solicitor 
has  not  allowed  interest  on  the  claims  lie  has  acted  on,  but 
“iipnn  cuirent  pay  withheld,  with  which  he  had  nothing  to 
do.” 

Whether  the  rule  as  above  stated  is  well  established  in 
the  treasury  department  or  not,  in  ordinary  cases,  I do  not 
conceive  it  to  be  applicable  tinder  an  act  so  broad  as  that 
tinder  which  my  awards  were  made.  The  net  directs  me  to 
inquire  into  and  determine  the  equity  of  the  claims  of  the 
contractors  on  account  of  contracts  with  the  lute  postmas- 
ter general,  and  if)  make  such  allowances  therefor  as,  upon 
a lull  examination  of  all  the  evidence,  may  seem  right  and 
proper,  according  to  the  principles  of  equity;  and  as  it 
would  he  just  between  individuals  in  such  a case  that  in- 
teiest  should  be  paid,  I hold  it  would  he  equally  so  between 
individuals  and  the  government,  in  justice  interest  ought 
to  be  paid,  ami  tbe  calculation  of  inleicst  in  the  manner  I 
have  made  it,  was  only  a mode  of  aiming  at  an  equitable 
result  as  to  the  damage  the  contractors  had  sustained,  in  ad- 
dition to  ih»!  principal  sum  due  for  their  extra  services.  To 
these  observations  I hog  leave  to  add  the  view  I have  taken 
of  this  point  in  my  repoit  to  congress,  which  is  as  follows: 

“It  is  true,  ns  a general  rule,  that  the  United  States  do 
not  pay  interest  upon  sums  due  to  individuals,  though,  in 
many  cases,  they  demand  it  of  them.  This  rule  is  not 
based  upon  any  idea  of  there  being  one  rule  of  justice  for 
the  government,  and  another  for  the  citizen.  It  is  founded 
on  the  id.  a that  the  government  is  always  ready  to  pay  its 
debt.';  and  if  those  having  claims  against  it  do  not  present 
them,  duly  authenticated,  lor  payment,  it  is  owing  to  tlteir 
own  negligence  that  they  do  not  receive  their  money.  They 
are,  therefore,  not  allowed  interest.  Bill  when  the  govern- 
ment has  detained  money  and  refused  to  pay  it,  justice  re- 
quires, upon  its  being  ascertained  afterwards  that  it  was 
justly  due,  that  the  government  should  do  to  its  creditors 
what  it,  when  creditor,  requires  of  its  debtors,  and  pay  in- 
terest upon  the  money  thus  due  for  the  time  it  has  been  re- 
tained. 

“Though  litis  general  principle  may  he  readily  admitted, 
yet  there  was  some  difficulty  at  first  in  deciding  upon  the 
manner  in  which  it  ought  to  he  applied  in  the  equitable  set- 
tlement of  the  claims  in  question. 

“The  present  postmaster  general  had  decided  that  certain 
large,  allowances  made  to  the  claimants  by  his  predecessor, 
were  unauthorised  by  law;  and  as  their  amount  had  alieady 
been  paid  up  to  the  1st  of  A pril,  1 835,  he  considers  if  an 
overpayment,  and  retains  afterwards  in  his  hands  all  the 
cuirent  pay  of  the  contractors,  which  was  allowed  to  be  le- 
gal, as  it  became  due,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  until  the 
sums  thus  claimed  to  he  overpayments  were  reimbursed  to 
the  department. 

“Congress,  to  whom  the  contractors  petitioned  for  relief, 
passing  by  the  question,  whether  the  allowances  made  by 
Mr.  R ir ry  were  nutluThsed  by  previous  enactments  or  pot, 
direct  that  tlieir  accounts,  the  'United  Slates  having  receiv- 
ed the  benefit  of  their  setvices,  should  he  settled  on  princi- 
ples of  equity,  and  referred  the.  matter  to  the  solicitor  of 
the  treasury.  That  officer,  on  the  proof  laid  before  him, 
decides,  with  some  small  variations,  that  the  allowances 
made  by  the  hue  postmaster  general  were  no  more  than  a 
just  and  equitable  remuneration  for  the  services  rendered. 
The  contractors  had  received  their  money,  hut  were  com- 
pelled to  refund  it  in  the  'manner  ahov.:  stated,  and  they 
presented  a statement,  marked  exhibit  No.  5*2,  of  sums  of 
interest  which  they  were  obliged  to  pay  to  sustain  them- 
selves after  the  suspension  of  their  regular  dues,  which 
statement  is  proved  by  the  oath  of  their  head  clerk,  A. 
Mailer,  if  the  contract  had  been  between  tw  /-individuals, 
tinder  like  circumstances,  what  would  a court,  acting  nnnn 
principles  of  equity  and  sound  morality,  decree?  It  1 
iieved  that  but  one  answer  can  be  made — the  return  of  the 
several  sums  retained,  with  interest  from  the  time  of  reten- 
tion. ” 

Believing  that  the  spirit  and  letter,  indeed,  of  the  act,  re- 
quired the  adoption  of  the  same  rule,  I have,  after  mature 
consideration,  awarded  interest  on  the.  several  quarterly 
sums  of  pay  which  were  ie  lamed  ✓-by  order  of  the  depait- 
iii out , from  the  time  they  respectively  fell  due,  until  the 
d ue  of  the  award.  The  whole  amount  of  the  sums  of  in 
ti-resf  thus  awarded,  was  $6,501  59  to  Richard  C.  Stockton, 
and  $392  .31  to  Lucius  \V.  Stockton.  See  account  of  the 
quarterly  pay  of  the  contractors,  marked  exhibit  No.  53. 
and  the  award  of  November  23,  1836.  The  latter  document 
s<ii,i  tn  the  postmaster  general  on  the  23d  November,  1836, 
is  subjoined  for  your  further  information. 

Oficc  of  the  solicitor  of  .the  treasury , Nov.  23,  1836. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to,  and  in  pursuance  of,  the  authority 
of  an  act  "f  emigres*;  of  the  2d  July,  1836,  entitled  “an  act 
for  the  relief  nf  Will  j mi  B.  Smites,  Richard  C.  Stockton, 
Lucius  W.  Stockton  and  Daniel  Moore,  by  which  the  soli- 
citor of  the  treasury  is  authorised  and  directed  to  settle  and 
adjust  the  claims  of  these  gentlemen  for  extra  services  per- 
formed by  them  as  contractors  for  carrying  the  mail,  under 
and  bv  virtue,  of  certain  contracts  therefor,  by  them  alleged 
to  have  been  made  and  entered  into  with  them  by  William 
T.  Barry,  late  postmaster  general  of  the  United  Slate*--,  and 
for  this  purpose  to  inquire  into  and  determine  the  equity  of 
the  claims,  or  anv  nf  them,  for  or  on  account  of  any  con- 
tract or  additional  contracts  entered  into  with  the  said  post- 
master general,  on  which  tin  ir  pay  may  have  been  suspend- 
ed by  the  present  postmaster  general,  and  to  m ike  such  al 
I nwn"n ces  therefor  as,  upon  a full  examination  of  all  the  evi- 
dence, mav  semi  right  according  to  the  principles  of  equity, 

I have  had  under  consideration  rim  claims  of  Richard  C. 
Stockton,  under  a contract  with  William  T.  Barry,  late 
postmaster  general,  with  said  Stockton,  in  pur-nance  of  a 
proposition  of  the  latter,  bearing  date  the  11th  March,  1833, 
for  the  transportation  of  a fast  mail  between  Washington 
and  Philadelphia,  on  which  contract  his  pay  has  been  sus- 
pended bv  the  present  postmaster  general. 

These  claims,  as  made  by  Mr.  Stockton,  are  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

l<t.  For  an  additional  dailv  mail  front  Washington  city, 
via  B allimore,  to  Philadelphia,  by  laud  conveyance,  for  90 


days,  during  the  winter  of  1833-4,  requiring  30  teams,  of  4 
horses,  al  $6  pt  r day  for  each  team  $16,200 

2d.  For  like  services,  being  for  100  days’  service 
during  the  winter  of  1834-5,  30  teams,  at  $6  per 
learn  18,000 

Making  together  the  sum  of  $34,200 

I have  marie  a full  examination  of  all  the  evidence  touch- 
ing the  above  mentioned  claims,  and  considered  as  well 
that  which  has  been  communicated  by  the  post  office  de- 
partment, and  obtained  from  public  documents,  as  that  re- 
ceived from  the  claimants,  and  have  decided  Hint  there  is 
equitably  due  to  the  said  Richard  U.  Stockton,  on  account 
of  said  claims,  the  sum  of  $34,200,  and  therefore,  in  pur- 
suance ol  the  authority  conferred  on  me  by  the  afoirmen- 
tiotit'd  act  of  congress,  I do  make  allowance  thnelor,  to 
said  Richard  C.  Stockton,  of  the  sum  of  thirty-four  thou- 
sand two  hundred  dollars. 

1 have  also  had  under  consideration  sundry  other  claims  of 
the  said  Richard  C.  Stockton,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

1.  For  compensation  forcarrying  the  mail  he. tween 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  for  one  month  during 
the  spring  of  1831 , after  the  st<  am  boats,  in  which 
the  mail,  by  contract,  was  to  have  been  earned, 

had  begun  to  run  $1,240  00 

2.  For  compensation  for  mail  guards  for  the  above 
period  in  1831 

3 Also  for  one  month  in  the  spring  of  1832 

4.  For  furnishing  arms  and  ammunition  lor  1831-2 

5.  For  amount  paid  for  boat  in  Philadelphia,  and 
for  expenses  al  Havre  de  Grace 

6.  For  going  round  by  Port  Deposit,  when  the  river 
Susque.haiinah  was  impassable 

7.  For  running  second  coach  with  double  mails 
from  Baltimore  to  Washington,  when  the  mails 
were  loo  heavy  for  one  coach,  thirty- nine  times 
during  the  winter  of  1831 , at  $20  each 

8.  For  the  same  services  thirty-six  times  during  the 
quarter  ending  on  the  30lh  June,  1832,  at  $29 
each  trip 

9.  For  the  same  services  forty-six  times,  at  $20  per 
trip,  in  the  quarter  ending  September  30,  1832 

10.  For  the  same  service  forty-one  times,  at  $20 
per  trip,  in  quarter  ending  3lsl  1)<  cember,  1832 

11.  For  same  thirty-nine  times,  at  $20  per  trip,  in 
quartet  ending  .31st  March.  1833 

12.  For  same  lorty-ninc,  al  $29  per  trip,  in  quarter 
ending  June.  39,  1833 

13.  For  same  fifty- four  times,  at  $20  per  trip,  in 
quaru  r ending  30th  September,  18.33 

14.  For  same  thirty-five  times,  at  $20  per  trip,  in 
quarter  ending  31st  December,  1833 

15.  For  same  five  times,  at  $20  per  trip,  in  quarter 
• tiding  3lsf  March,  1834 

16.  For  same  thirty-fotiMimes',  at  $20  per  trip,  in 
quarter  ending  June  30,  1834 

17.  Fot  same  thirty-foqr  times,  at  $20  per  trip,. in 
quarter  ending  30th  September,  1834 

18 . For  same  1 wrnty-nine  time- , at  $20  per  trip,  in 
quarter  ending  31sl  December,  1834 

19.  For  same  fourteen  times,  at  $20  per  trip,  in 
quarter  ending  31st  March,  1835 

Making  together  a total  sum  of  $1 

I have  examined  the  evidence  touching  the  above  men 
tinned  claim*:,  as  well  that  which  has  been  communicated 
by  the  post  office  department,  and  obtained  from  published 
documents,  as  that  which  has  been  laid  before  me  by  the 
claimant.  The  ahove  claims  I have  decided  to  he  equitable 
and  just,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  marked  No.  6, 
amounting  to  $294,  and  do  make  allowance  therefor  to  the 
saiil  Richard  C.  Stockton,  of  the  sum  of  eleven  thousand 
five  hundred  and  three  dollars  and  sixteen  cents. 

I informed  you  in  my  letter  of  the  12th  instant  that  a claim 
had  been  made  for  interest. 

The  post  office  department  having  decided  that  the  addi- 
tional contracts  under  which  Mr.  Barry  had  made  sundry  al- 
lowances were  over-payments,  determined  to  withhold  from 
the  persons  named  in  the  act  of  July  2d  last,  the  sums  ad- 
mitted tn  he  due  them  quarterly  after  the  1st  of  April,  1835, 
under  their  regular  contracts,  in  order  to  reimburse  the  sums 
thus  unpaid. 

IT  f ' n g .■  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  conferred  on  mo, 
decidi  d m ftvor  nf  the  equity  of  those  allowances,  it  follows 
as  an  incident  to  them,  Hial  inti  re<t  is  equitably  due  on  the 
sums  withhe  ld  by  the  department  fiom  the  several  periods 
at  which  they  become  payable. 

I have  therefore  decided  that  interest  is  equitably  due  to 
Richard  C.  Stockton  on  the  following  sums,  which  appear 
from  the  account  transmitted  from  your  department,  pur- 
porting to  he  the  amount  of  payments  to  Richard  C.  Siock- 
lon  on  account  of  transporting  tlm  mail  on  certain  mutes 
tlx1  re  i n named,  from  the  1st  nf  April.  1835,  to  the  I>|  of  July, 
1836,  after  deducting  the  sum  of- $6,375  95,  which  was  over- 
paid by  the  department  on  the  1st  of  April,  1835 — that  is  to 
say: 

1st.  On  the  current  pay  under  Stockton’s  contracts 
for  the  second  qumter  of  1835,  amounting  to  $24,149  21 
Alter  deducting  therefrom  tin*  balance  overpaid  to 
him  on  the  1st  of  April,  1835  6,375  96 

Making  $17,773  25 

Fmm  tin'  tef  August,  1835,  to  the  12ih  November, 

1835,  being  for  1 year,  3 months,  and  12  days  1,367  94 

2.  On  same,  from  rhe  thiid  quarter  of  1835,  amount- 
ing to  $23,594  72,  from  the  1st  November,  1835, 
to  the  1 2ih  November,  1836,  being  for  1 year  and 

12  days  1,462  22 

3.  On  samn.  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1835,  amount- 
ing to  $23,487  66,  from  iho  let  F<-t»Mi«ry  to  J2ih 
November,  1836,  being  for  nine  i non  lbs  and  12 

days  1,103  27 

4.  On  same,  for  the  first  quarter  of  1836,  amount- 

ing to  $18,458  72.  from  the  1st  May  to  the  12th 
November,  1836,  being  for  6 months  and  12  days  590  17 

5.  On  same,  for  the  second  quarter  of  1836,  amount- 
ing to  $18,458  72,  from  the  1st  August  to  12ih 
November,  1836,  being  for  three  months  and  12 

days  313  29 

Making  the  total  amount  of  interest  due  R.  C. 

►Stockton,  on  current  quarterly  pay,  admitted  by 
the  department  $4,836  89 

Having  decided  in  favor  of  the  equity  of  the  allowances 
made  hv  t our  predecessor,  under  contract  made  by  him  with 
Richard  C.  Stockton,  for  transportation  of  the  mail  on  the 
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routes  from  Washington  and  Baltimore  to  Wheeling,  I think 
il  right,  according  to  the  principles  of  equity,  to  allow  him 
interest  upon  the  several  sums  so  decided  to  be  due  1*0111  the 
several  quarterly  periods  when  thev  respectively  became 
payable;  that  is  to  say: 

1.  On  the  sum  ol  $8,954,  that  became  payable  for 
Hie  2d  quarter  of  1835,  on  tbe  1st  of  Augiist  of 
that  year,  from  that  time  to  the  12th  November, 

• 1836,  being  one  year,  three  mouths  and  twelve 
days 

2.  On  the  same  amount  that  became  payable  for 
(he  3d  quarter  of  1835.  on  the  1st  of  November 
of  that  year,  from  that  time  to  the  12th  Novem- 
ber, 1836,  being  for  one  year  and  twelve  days 

3.  On  the  same  amount  that  became  payable  for 
the  4th  quarter  of  1835,  on  the  1st  February,  1836, 
from  that  time  to  the  12th  November,  1836,  being 
for  nine  months  and  twelve  days 

Amounting  to  the  aggregate  sum  of  $1,664  70 

A claim  for  interest  on  his  current  pay,  suspended  by  the 
department,  has  also  been  presented  by  Lucius  W.  {Stock- 
ton,  as  follows: 

1.  On  $3  !81  62,  the  amount  due  him  on  contracts 

with  William  T.  Barry,  upon  the  1st  April,  1835, 
fiom  the  1st  May,  1835.  to  the  20th  October,  1836, 
when  principal  was  paid,  being  one  year,  live 
months  and  twenty  days  $307  38 

2.  On  $496  87,  current  pny  for  second  quar- 

ter ol  1835,  which  became  due  on, the  1st  August, 

1835,  from  the  let  August,  1835,  io20ih  October, 

1836,  being  one  year,  two  months  and  twenty 

days  36  41 

3.  On  $478,  being  current  pay  for  3d  quarter  of 

1835,  which  became  due  on  the  1st  Novi  in  her  of 
the  same  year,  from  the  l>t  November,  1835,  to 
20th  October,  1836,  being  eleven  months  and 
twenty  days  27  86 

4.  On  $478,  being  current  pay  for  4th  quarter  of 
1835,  which  became  due  February  1,  1836,  fiom 
that  day  to  20th  October,  1836,  being  8 months 

and  20  days  20  69 

Making  a total  amount  of  interest  due  Lucius  B. 

Stockton  of  $392  31 

I have  examined  the  evidence  touching  the  above  men- 
tioned t laims  of  interest,  and  have  decided  that  they  are 
equitable  and  just,  and  do  therefore  make  allowance  there- 
for to  the  said  Richard  C.  Stockton,  of  the  mum  of  lour  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars  and  eighty-nine 
cents,  upon  curri  tit  pay  withheld;  and  the  sum  ol  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars  and  seventy  cents, 
upon  the  pay  withheld  upon  the  claims  lor  allowances  for 
• xira  services  on  routes  between  Washington  and  Baltimore 
from  the  1st  April,  1835,  to  31sl  Dec*  miter,  1835. 

I have  also  examined  the  evidence  touching  the  claims  of 
said  Lucius  W.  Stockton  for  interest,  and  have  decided  that 
tt  is*  equitable  and  just,  and  do  therefore  make  him  al  ovv- 
ariee  therefor  of  three  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars  and 
thirty -four  cents.  1 have  the  honor,  &c. 

V.  MAXCY,  solicitor  of  the  treasury. 

To  fhchon.  Jlmos  Kendall , postmaster  general  U.  States 
Note. — On  a revision  of  the  foregoing  aw  arils,  with  a view 
to  preparing  a report  to  congress,  1 discovered  that  pn  error 
had  been  committed  in  one  of  them,  in  admitting  to  allow- 
ance, four  of  the  items  of  the  contractors,  marked  Nos.  2, 
3,  4 and  5,  on  lire  second  page  of  tins  letter  to  the  postmas- 
ter general,  who  has  been  request*  il  to  cause  the  necessary 
correction  to  he  made  in  it,  by  deducting  $1,163  16,  the 
amount  of  these  items,  from  11,503  16,  the  amount  of  the 
award  as  transmitted  to  the  postmaster  general  — thereby 
making  my  .award  correspond  with  my  report  to  congress. 

V.  MAXCY,  solicitor  of  the  treasury. 

I have  now,  sir.  finished  the  defence,  I feel  bound  to  make 
of  the  award,  which  has  been  so  unsparingly  denounced  by 
the  postmaster  general. 

In  this  defence  I have  endeavored,  and  1 trust  successful- 
ly. to  place  beside  my  statements  of  fact  the  evidence 
which  convinced  my  own  understanding,  anil  which  I con- 
fidently believe  will  satisfy  all  impartial  minds. 

I was  well  aware  of  the  prejudice  which  attached  to  the 
allowances  made  by  the  late  postmaster  general  upon  the 
claims,  which  it  has  been  made  my  unpleasant  duly  to  adju- 
dicate, and  while  the  act  imposing  it  was  on  its  passage 
through  congress,  I endeavored  to  gel  a change  of  the  ai  bi- 
ter they  had  selected,  I partook  myself  of  that  prejudice, 
but  I hail  nevertheless  too  much  general  knowledge  of  the 
nature  of  the  claims,  to  be  able  to  hide  from  myself  the 
probability  that  1 should  lie  involved  -o  the  undesirable  con- 
flict with  I lie  postmaster  general  which  has  been  foiceil 
upon  me.  My  efforts  |o  avoid  the  responsible  task  ulti- 
mately assigueR  me  w ere  however  unavailing,  and  congress 
chose  to  clothe  me  with  the  authority  of  an  arbiter  between 
that  officer  and  the  claimants. 

On  assuming  the  judicial  functions  thus  imposed,  I was 
not  insensible  to  the  delicacy,  responsibility  and  danger  of 
my  situation,  and  in  executing  the  duty  of  deciding  between 
the  claimants  and  the  piiucipal  head  of  a department,  I en- 
deavored to  purge  my  mind  of  all  prejudice  against  the 
claims  of  the  former,  anil  all  apprehension  of  consequence 
from  tin*  latter — the  last,  a sentiment  that  might,  had  I been 
of  a timid  temper,  have  well  been  inspired  by  the  pregnant  in- 
timation, leeeived  in  die  midst,  of  m.v  task,  and  contained  in 
th<‘  postmaster  general’s  letter,  in  which  he  says:  “I  inform- 
ed you  that,  the  department  was  not  aware,  by  any  evidence 
furnished  lo  ir,  that  those  services  were  continued  from  the. 
1st  April,  to  the  3 1 s t December.  1835.  This,  from  a depart- 
ment which  claims  to  understand  its  oun  business,  was  const 
dered  by  me  tantamount  to  a direct  assertion , that,  the  ser- 
vices were  not  /><•» formed.  What  was  my  surprise  then , to 
find  on  my  table  the  next  morning  your  award  of  allowances 
for  those  services.”  Notwithstanding  this  menacing  intima- 
tion, which  was  calculated  to  induce  me  lo  allow  the  nega- 
tive assertions  of  the  postmaster  general  to  countervail  me 
affirmative  depositions  of  unimprached  witnesses,  I have, 
under  the  high  obligations  of  my  official  oath,  discharged 
my  duty  firmly  and  impartially;  and  I fearlessly  court  ihe 
scrutiny  of  Hie  senate  to  which  you  intimated  your  inten- 
tion to  send  Hie  postmaster  general’s  report  and  this  replv. 
On  this  reply,  and  mv  report  to  congress,  I am  willing  to 
rest  my  reputation  for  a proper  discharge  of  official  duty, 
and  fidelity  to  the  interests  of  ihp  country,  (which  interests 
well  understood,  can  never  he  consistent  with  Ihe  denial  of 
justice  tn  its  citizens),  and  to  stand  or  fall  as  a public  offi- 
cer before  any  tribunal,  which  will  hare  the  patience  to  make 
a thorough  investigation . J have  the  honor,  &c. 

V.  MAXCY , solicitor  of  the  treasury. 


$689  12 
554  90 
420  59 
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Members  of  congress  to  be  elected.  The  following 
is  a list  of  the  states  that  have  yet  to  elect  members 
of  congress. 

Rhode  Inland,  election  in  August,  2 

Maryland, 

North  Carolina, 

Tennessee, 

Kentucky, 

Alabama, 

Indiana, 

Mississippi,  election  in  November,  2 

Arkansas,  do.  1 

Michigan,  do.  1 

In  all,  65 

Purchase  of  the  Chippevia  country.  We  learn 
from  the  St.  Louis  Argus  of  the  30th  ult.  that  go- 
vernor Dodge,  of  Wisconsin,  arrived  there  a lew 
days  since,  with  the  view  of  holding,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  general  Smith,  ot  Pennsylvania,  a council 
with  the  Chippewa  Indians  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing that  country,  which  is  about  the  same  ex- 
tent as  the  states  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut 
and  Rhode  Island.  The  main  object  of  the  govern- 
ment is,  doubtless,  to  secure  the  immense  body  of 
white  pine  growing  in  that  region.  The  great  im- 
portance of  this  acquisition  to  the  valley  ot  the 
Mississippi,  now  supplied  with  pine  lumber  by  N. 
York  and  Pennsylvania  at  extravagant  prices,  can 
be  fully  appreciated  only  by  mechanics  anil  build- 
ers, and  a few  others,  who  have  bestowed  particu- 
lar attention  upon  the  subject. 

An  Indian  chief  sentenced  to  death.  We  learn 
from  the  Milwaukee  Advertiser,  that  Ash-e-co-bo- 
ma,  a chief  of  the  Menomonee  tribe,  was  tried  in 
the  U.  S.  district  court  sitting  in  that  town,  third 
week  in  June,  and  convicted  of  the  murder  of  Mr. 
Ellsworth  Burnette,  in  November,  1335.  The 
chief  was  sentenced  to  be  hung  on  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember next.  He  heard  his  doom  with  calm  indif- 
ference. Ash-o-ma,  a son  of  the  chief,  was  tried 
as  an  accomplice,  but  acquitted.  He  was,  however, 
convicted  afterwards,  of  an  assault  with  intent  to 
kill  James  Clyman,  and  was  fined  $300,  and  sen- 
tenced to  jail  live  years. 

A boat  of  a novel  and  useful  description  is  about 
to  be  introduced  on  the  Pennsylvania  canals.  Its 
object  is  to  obviate  the  transhipment  of  goods 
which  is  unavoidably  required  from  the  canal  to  the 
Portage  railway  over  the  Alleghany,  and  again  from 
the  railway  to  the  canal.  The  Pittsburgh  Gazette 
says  that  the  boat  is  so  constructed,  that,  on  its  ar- 
rival at  the  railway,  if  can  be  divided  into  two 
pieces,  and  on  regaining  the  canal  may  be  speedily 
reunited.  Two  boats  of  this  kind  have  already 
passed  from  the  eastern  to  the  western  division  of 
the  canal,  one  of  which  had  about  eighteen  tons  of 
freight.  Its  performance,  both  on  the  canal  and 
railway,  is  said  to  have  been  perfectly  satisfactory. 

Domestic  industry.  In  the  vicinity  of  Middle- 
lown,  Connecticut,  is  a nevv  and  flourishing  estab- 
lishment for  the  manufacture  of  locks,  and  the  va- 
rious ornaments  for  doors,  8tc.  The  great  excel- 
lence and  beauty  of  the  articles  here  manufactured, 
are  such  as  will  be  likely  to  command  the  attention 
of  architects  and  builders.  Argentina  is  the  name 
given  by  the  manufacturer  to  an  alloy  that  resem- 
bles silver,  which  is  made  into  knobs  and  furniture 
for  doors,  shutters,  &c.  It  has  all  the  whiteness  of 
silver,  does  not  tarnish  by  exposure.  The  orna- 
ments made  of  this  material  are  now  greatly  es- 
teemed. It  will  undoubtedly  supersede,  in  a great 
measure,  the  use  of  brass  furniture;  and  prove  to 
be  a cheap  and  elegant  substitute  for  silver. 

[N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Indians.  A New  York  paper  of  the  14th  inst. 
says Two  families  of  the  aborigines  of  our  coun- 

try, consisting  of  two  men,  their  wives  and  “pa- 
pooses,” have  within  a few  days  located  themselves 
on  the  shores  of  Staten  Island,  near  the  Narrows, 
where  they,  have  erected  their  huts  and  employ 
their  time 'in  shoaling  porpoises  and  making  bas- 
kets. They  are  now  from  the  shores  of  Lake 
Champlain;  but  they  belong  to  the  PenoDscol  tribe. 
They  came  the  whole  distance  from  the  lakes  in 
their  frail  bark  canoes,  are  perfectly  harmless,  civil 
and  well-behaved.  A large  number  of  fashionables 
from  the  city  have  paid  them  a visit,  and  made  pur- 
chases of  their  baskets,  &c. 

New  Hampshire.  The  legislature  adjourned  on 
the  9th  inst.  after  passing  101  bills,  resolutions,  &c. 
The  attempts  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  law 
prohibiting  the  circulation  of  small  bills,  was  voted 
down  by  a large  majority.  The  Patriot  says — 

“The  resolutions  introduced  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session  by  Mr.  Hadley,  instructing  our 
senators  and  requestmg  our  representatives  in  con- 


gress to  oppose  a national  bank  in  all  shapes  and 
under  all  circumstances,  came  up  for  consideration 
in  the  house  on  Thursday  last,  and  after  an  anima- 
ted debate,  were  adopted  by  a vote  of  136  to  60.” 

The  New  Hampshire  law  against  the  circulation 
of  small  bills  took  effect,  as  far  as  regards  the  bills 
of  other  state  banks,  on  the  1st  instant.  The  small 
notes  of  the  New  Hampshire  banks  may  pass  for  a 
year  to  come,  but  no  new  one3  ot  the  smaller 
denominations  could  lawtully  be  issued,  after  that 
date.  The  penalty  against  the  importation  of  the 
small  bills  of  foreign  banks,  with  intent  to  put  them 
in  circulation,  is  not  less  than  $100. 

Rebellion.  Our  city  had  almost  become  the  the- 
atre of  a foreign  invasion  on  Saturday  afternoon— or 
perhaps  we  should  rather  say  that  a foreign  power 
having  obtained  entrance  to  the  very  heart  of  our 
dominion,  under  peaceful  guise,  had  assumed  a hos- 
tile attitude,  and  threatened  war  upon  us  without  a 
previous  formal  declaration,  contrary  to  the  estab- 
lished usages  of  international  politeness  and  civility. 
It  seems  that  a certain  captain  Newbold,  master  of 
a British  vessel  lying  at  the  loot  of  Beektnan  street 
had  been  mulcted  by  the  marine  court  for  some 
violation  of  the  dock  laws;  and  that  a constable  was 
deputed  to  levy  upon  the  vessel  for  the  amount  of 
the  judgment. 

Upon  going  on  board,  however,  he  was  resisted,  vi 
et  armis,  by  the  captain  and  his  myrmidons,  who 
hoisted  the  British  flag,  and  arming  themselves  with 
pistols,  sabres,  handspikes,  ropes’  ends,  broom  han- 
dles, and  such  other  weapons  of  war  as  they  could 
muster,  declared  vengeance  upon  any  who  should  set 
foot  on  board  their  vessel.  The  officer  was  fain  to  re- 
treat— but  making  application  to  the  police  magis- 
trates, captain  Newbold  and  his  merry  men  were  dis- 
comfited, and  the  former  was  made  captive.  This 
will  do  for  a set-olf  to  the  imprisonment  of  the 
agent  at  Madavvaska,  by  order  of  the  governor  of 
New  Brunswick.  {N.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

The  Ben  Sherrod.  The  Natchez  Courier  of  the 
6th  inst.  states,  that  the  bodies  of  21  persons  were 
picked  up  at  the  mouth  of  the  Buffalo  Creek,  one 
mile  and  a half  above  Fort  Adams,  by  some  of  the 
citizens  of  that  place.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that 
they  are  a part  of  the  large  number  that  mei  their 
untimely  and  horrid  end  at  that  awful  catastrophe, 
the  burning  of  the  Beil  Sherrod.  The  clothes  on 
some  of  the  bodies  were  much  burnt.  In  (he  num- 
ber were  two  ladies,  one  of  whom  bad  a child, 
which  a mother’s  fondness  and  a mother’s  despair 
had  so  encircled  with  her  left  arm,  that  even  in 
death  it  remained  pressed  to  that  bosom  where  it 
could  no  longer  find  protection! 

An  extraordinary  case  is  mentioned  among  the 
coroner’s  inquests  in  the  N.  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce. A man  named  Andrew  Corey,  aged  35 
years,  while  sleeping  on  the  string  piece  of  the 
dock,  at  the  foot  of  Canal  street,  on  Friday,  7th 
instant,  fell  into  the  river,  where  he  remained 
nearly  half  an  hour  before  he  was  extricated. — 
The  immersion  had  such  an  -effect  on  him  that  he 
remained  in  a lingering- condition  until  Wednesday, 
when  he' expired.  Verdict  that  he  died  from  inju- 
ries received  from  falling  into  the  water.  The 
wonder  is,  not  that  the  man  ultimately  died,  but 
that  he  lived  so  long. 

Somnolency.  A curious  instance  of  prolonged  som- 
nolency, or  suspended. consciousness,  is  related  in  the 
last  Schoharie  Republican — which  approximates  in 
kind,  if  not  in  duration,  the  case  of  Rip  Van  Win- 
kle. A Mrs.  Sidney,  living  near  that  village,  fell 
asleep  in  her  chair  soon  after  tea  on  the  13th  ult. — 
was  carried  to  bed  (it  being  found  impossible  to 
wake  her),  where  she  slept  soundly  and  quietly 
until  the  24th,  when  for  the  first  time  she  appeared 
to  notice  what  was  passing.  During  ail  this  time 
(six  days),  she  took  no  food. 

Benjamin  Rathbun.  A nolle  prosequi  has  been 
entered  upon  nine  of  the  old  indictments  against 
this  individual— four  yet  remain  to  he  tried,  one  as 
accessary,  and  the  others  as  principal,  in  January 
next.  Three  new  indictments  were  lately  found, 
which  will  also  be  tried  at  some  future  period. 
The  testimony  of  Lyman  Rathbun,  who  is  suppos- 
ed to  reside  in  Texas,  will  be  taken  by  commis- 
sion. 

Good,  firming.  Mr.  Reyhold,  an  enterprising 
and  highly  intelligent  farmer  of  the  state  of  Dela- 
ware sowed  on  the  17th  of  March  last  some  spring 
wheat  that  he  obtained  from  Rome,  N.  Y.  from 
which  he  expects  to  reap  from  twenty-five  to  thirty 
bushels  to  the  acre.  The  Delaware  State  Journal 
says  that  the  same  gentleman  had  in  1835  one  hun- 
dred bushels  of  com  to  the  acre,  and  that  he  has  at 
present  fields  which  promise  even  a greater  yield, 
With  such  lands  no  man  should  even  dare  to  whis- 
per a word  about  hard  times. 


“Shreeveporl”  is  the  appropriate  name,  on  the  up- 
per Red  River  region,  of  the  site  of  a town  on  the 
banks  of  that  celebrated  tributary'-  of  the  Mississippi, 
made  familiar  to  us  by  the  astonishing  performances 
of  captain  Shreeve,  in  cutting  a passage  through  ihe 
100  miles  of  natural  raft  which  blocked  up  its  navi- 
gation. It  is  225  miles  above  Natchitoches,  hitherto 
the  highest  point  of  navigation.  It  is  40  miles  from 
the  Sabine,  and  90  from  Nacogdoches,  in  Texas. — 
The  Caddoes  (Indians)  held  1,000,000  acres  in  this 
part  of  Louisiana,  and  lately  sold  it  to  the  United 
States  for  $80,000 — now  accessible  by  captain 
Shreeve’s  labors,  and  the  most  valuable  body  of 
cotton  land  in  the  world.  [Ar.  Y.  Slur. 

Matthias,  Ihe  prophet,  formerly  distinguished  in 
the  state  of  New  York,  for  his  impositions  on  a 
number  of  credulous  people,  who  were  attached  to 
him  from  a belief  that  he  was  divinely  inspired,  re- 
cently passed  through  the  northern  part  of  Tusca- 
rawas county,  Ohio.  He  stopped  over  night  with 
a citizen  of  Sandy  township,  who  being  a Yankee, 
was  of  course  curious  to  know  his  business  in 
Ohio.  Matthias  informed  him  that  he  came  in  obe- 
dience to  the  injunctions  of  a vision,  to  regulate 
the  Mormoriites,  at  Kirtland,  and  spread  his  new 
doctrines  among  the  benighted  of  the  west.  The 
Tuscarawas  Advocate  says  that  he  was  well  dress- 
ed, and  from  what  he  could  learn,  had  fleeced  his 
flock  of  a good  share  of  their  wordly  inheritance. 

Major  Gales.  The  Alexandria  Gazette  of  Tues 
day  says: — We  have  received  a copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  martial,  in  the  case  of  major 
William  Gates,  who,  after  having  been  stricken 
from  the  rolls  of  the  army  by  the  late  president, 
was  afterwards,  allowed  a trial,  and  unanimously 
and  honorably  acquitted.  The  evidence  fully  con- 
firms the  finding  of  the  court.  Maj.  Gates  is  an  old 
and  respected  officer  of  the  army,  and  we  congratu- 
late him  and  his  friends  upon  the  result  of  the  in- 
vestigation into  his  conduct  as  an  officer  and  a sol- 
dier. 

Emigration.  On  Ihe  13th  inst.  8DG  emigrants  ar- 
rived at  the  New  York  quarantine  ground,  in  dif- 
ferent vessels,  from  Harve  and  England. 

Grog  shops.  There  are  nearly  three  hundred 
“German  coffee  houses”  (grog  shops)  in  the  city  of 
Cincinnatti.  The  native  are  estimated  at  less  than 
fifty. 

Domestic  cottons.  There  have  been  large  sales 
recently  of  domestic  cotton  mafiufactures,  at  Bos- 
ton, to  the  extent  of  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  bales  in 
all,  for  shipment  to  China.  The  prices  are  such  as 
the  sellers  call  fair,  and  such  ns  yield  a liberal  profit 
on  the  present  cost  of  .manufacturing.  There 
have  recently  been  sales  of  domestic  goods  here, 
brown,  white,  and  printed  by  auction,  for  cash,  at 
low  prices;  but  yet  such  as  we  think  at  the  present 
low  price  of  cotton  must  at  least  refund  the  cost 
of  making.  {Journal  of  Commerce. 

The  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  rail  road  was 
formally  opened  for  travel,  as  far  as  Wilmington, 
Delaware,  on  Wednesday  last. 

The  venerable  ex-president  Adams  has  entered 
his  seventieth  year.  He  was  born  on  the  11th  of 
July,  1767. 

In  the  case  of  James  Gordon  Bennet,  editor  of 
the  New  York  Herald,  who  was  indicted  for  a libel 
upon  John  Haggerty  & Sons,  and  others,  in  pub- 
lishing their  names  as  having  failed,  when  such 
was  not  the  case,  he  pleaded  guilty,  arid  was  allow- 
ed until  this  day  to  produce  affidavits  in  mitigation 
of  sentence. 

“Broom  corn,”  now  cultivated  to  so  profitable 
an  extent  in  this  country,  owes  its  introduction  to 
Franklin’s  acute  mind.  A lady  in  Philadelphia 
hold  an  imported  cloth’s . whisk  in  her  hand,  and 
whilst  examining  it  as  a novelty,  lie  found  a single 
grain  still  attached  to  the  stalk;  this  he  planted, 
and  a large  and  increasing  article  of  usefulness  lias 
been  thus  perpetuated  in  the  United  States. 

Gen-  Memucan  Hunt  was,  on  the  6th  inst  pre- 
sented by  the  acting  secretary  of  state  to  the  presi- 
dent and  delivered  his  credentials  as  envoy  extraor- 
dinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic 
of  Texas  near  the  government  of  the  United  Slates. 

Bishop  England,  being  a guest  of  the  Washing- 
ton society  of  Charleston,  at  the  celebration  of  the 
4th,  gave  the  following  excellent  and  appropriate 
toast: 

“ Washington : Admired  by  the  civilized  world; 
why  should  his  own  people  ever  hesitate  to  be 
guided  by  his  admonitions,  to  walk  in  his  footsteps? 
Let  his  maxims  be  our  rule,  until  we  shall  receive 
better  from  some  one  more  conspicuous  for  wisdom, 
more  devoted  to  his  country.” 


July, 

August, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
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13 

13 

13 
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(!C3*\Ve  have  oil  file  and  will  publish  in  onr  next 
number,  the  reply  of  judge  White  to  the  late  com- 
munication of  the  ex-president  commenting  upon 
the  judge’s  testimony  delivered  to  the  committee 
or.  the  executive  departments. 

GCJ*The  opinion  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  in  the  case  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  relation  of  Stokes,  StocKton  and  others  vs. 
A ii) os  Kendall, 'postmaster  general,  is  published  in 
this  sheet. 

Appointment  ev  the  president.  Benjamin 
Rush  to  be  secretary  of  the  legation  of  the  United 
States  near  his  Britannic  majesty. 

■ Maryland  election.  The  congressional  elec- 
tion took  place  in  this  state  on  Wednesday  last,  the 
2Gth  inst.  The  only  authentic  returns  received, 
are  those  from  the  4th  district  inserted  below:  but 
we  append  the  following  statement  which  contains 
all  tlie  information  received.  The  particulars  will 
be  given  next  week: 

First  district — Worcester,  Somerset  and  Dorches- 
ter counties — S.  J.  K.  Handy  and  John  Dennis, 
both  whig  candidates,  not  known  which  is  elected. 

Second  district — Caroline,  Talbot,  Queen  Anne's, 
Kent  and  Cecil  counties—/.  Alfred  Pearce  (whig) 
and  John  Evans,  (Van  I3uren)  candidates — Pearce 
re-elected. 

Third  district — Baltimore  and  part  of  Carroll  and 
Harford  counties — Elias  Brown  (W.)  and  J.  V. 
II.  Worthington,  (V.  B.)  candidates — Worthington 
elected. 

Fourth  district — Baltimore  and  Annapolis  cities 
and  Anne  Arundel  county — John  P.  Kennedy  and 
C.  S.  Ridgely  (W.)  and  B.  C.  Howard  and  Isaac 
McKim.  ( V.  B. ) candidates — the  two  last  re-elected. 

Fifth  istrict — Montgomery  and  a part  of  Frede- 
rick and  Carroll  counties — Anthony  Kitiimcll  and 
W.  Cost  Johnson  (both  whigs)  candidates — result 
not  ascertained. 

Sixth  district — Alleghany  and  Washington  coun- 
ties. and  a part  of  Frederick  counties— Joseph  I. 
Merrick  ( W.)  and  Francis  Thomas  (Y.  B.)  candi- 
dates— Thomas  re-elected. 

Seventh  district — Prince  George’s,  St.  Mary’s, 
Charles  and  Calvert  counties — Daniel  Jenifer  (W.) 
and  N.  S.  Slonestreet  (V.  B.)  candidates — Jenifer 
re-elected. 

In  "ie  fourth  district,  which  comprises  the  cities 
of  Baltimore  and  Anna;  oils  and  the  county  of 
Anne  Arundel,  the  result  is  as  follows: 


CITY  OF  BALTIMORE. 

Whig.  Van  l3uren. 

Wards. 

Kennpdy. 

Ridgely. 

Howard. 

McKim. 
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4 29 

428 

375 

375 
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368 

o64 

361 

357 

425 

420 

619 

619 

4 

330 

377 

621 

621 
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539 

599 

452 

448 
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5 ~)6 

554 

7 

607 

603 

254 

243 

8 

393 
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'C16 

9 
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530 
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274 

10 

399 

390 

595 

593 

1 1 

597 

590 

552 

550 

12 

504 

499 

778 

776 

Total, 

5,794 

5,732 

6,062 

6,031 

Average  majority  in  the  city  lor  the  Van  Buren 
ticket  2 id  votes. 


ANNE  ARUNDEL  COUNTY’. 


Districts. 

Kennedy. 

Ridgely. 

Howard. 

McKu 

1st. 

314 

314 

86 

86 

2d. 

73 

73 

75 

75 

3d. 

95 

95 

13S 

138 

4th. 

144 

136 

283 

27S 

5th. 

226 

224 

292 

2.38 

6th. 

175 

173 

104 

104 

1,027 

1,012 

978 

969 

Annapolis, 

131 

127 

141 

144 

1,159 

1,139 

1,119 

1,113 

Balto.  city, 

5,794 

5,732 

6,062 

6,031 

6,952 

6,371 

7,131 

7,144 

Average  Van  Buren  majority,  251  in  the  district: 
Vt)L.  LII — Big.  22. 


Maine.  The  fifth  trial  to  elect  a member  of 
congress  to  supply  the  vacancy  in  the  representa- 
tion from  this  state,  has  resulted  in  the  election  of 
Joseph  C.  Noyes  (whig)  over  all  his  opponents. — 
The  district  was  formerly  represented  by  Mr.  Leo- 
nard Jarvis,  (J.). 

William  IV  king  of  England,  died  at  Wind- 
sor Castle  on  the  20th  ol  June,  in  the  seventy-third 
year  of  his  age  and  the  seventh  of  his  reign,  llis 
successor  is  the  princess  Victoria,  who  has  been 
duly  proclaimed  queen.  She  is  the  daughter  of  the 
duke  of  Kent,  is  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  lias 
been  carefully  educated  will)  the  view  to  the  ex- 
alted station  to  which  she  was  the  legitimate  heir. 
YVe  have  in  our  abstracts  of  foreign  news  given 
some  interesting  particulars  of  the  king’s  death  and 
the  accession  of  the  youthful  queen,  and  refer  our 
readers  to  them.  These  events  do  not  appear  to 
have  created  any  extraordinary  sensation  in  the 
public  mind,  which  was  well  prepared  lor  them. 
But  intrigues  are  already  on  loot  to  win  the  queen 
to  some  act  that  will  identify  her  with  one  of  the 
two  great  parties  which  divide  the  countrv.  The 
radicals  affect  to  regard  her  as  according  with  them, 
and  the  tories  seem  confident  that  she  will  take 
them  to  her  counsels.  Her  bias  is  of  vast  import- 
ance, and  must  decide  the  fate  of  the  party  Vo  which 
it  is  opposed.  For,  independent  of  the  power  and 
prerogatives  of  the  crown,  her  youth  and  beauty  will 
exert  an  influence  which  it  will  be  difficult  to  resist. 

The  first  business  of  those  who  have  the  control 
of  her,  will  be  lo  induce  her  marry;  and  there  are  al- 
ready numerous  suitors  for  her  hand;  among  them 
the  prince- of  Orange,  and  her  cousins,  the  son  of 
the  duke  of  Cambridge  and  the  son  of  the  duke  of 
Cumberland,  are  the  most  prominent 

The  salitjue  law,  which  obtains  in  Hanover,  cuts 
off  that  appendage  of  her  crown,  and  henceforth  the 
duke  of  Cumberland  will  be  king  of  Hanover,  and 
his' son,  prince  George,  now  styled  the  crown  prince, 
will  succeed  him  as  such.  The  only  event  in  which 
Hanover  can  be  re-united  to  the  British  crown,  will 
be  the  death  of  queen  Victoria  without  issue. 

Letter  from  Mr.  McDuffie.  We  find  in 
an  Augusta  (Geo.)  paper,  among  the  proceedings 
of  the  fourth  of  July,  that  after  a toast  compliment- 
ing Mr.  McDuffie,  the  following  letter  from  that 
gentleman  was  read.  Mr.  McDuffie’s  residence  is 
near  the  Georgia  line. 

Cherry  Hill,  July  4/A,  1837. 

Gentlemen:  Being  unexpectedly  called  off  this 
morning,  it  will  be  out  of  my  power  to  unite  with 
you  in  commemorating  the  anniversary  of  our  inde- 
pendence. However  gratifying  it  would  be  to  me 
to  mingle  with  my  friends  and  neighbors  on  any 
occasion  of  social  enjoyment,  I must  confess  the 
recurrence  of  this  day  excites  in  inv  bosom  very 
painful  associations.  While  I would  fain  rejoice 
in  contemplating  the  heroic  virtues  of  our  illustri- 
ous ancestors,  who  achieved  our  liberty,  I cannot 
but  deplore,  with  deep  humiliation,  the  wide  spread 
degeneracy  which  is  so  rapidly  undermining  it. — 
The  federal  government  lias  been  for  eight  years 
administered  upon  principles  of  cornin', ion,  scarcely 
disguised,  if  not  openly  avowed,  aiid  the  effects 
have  exceeded  any  thing  recorded  in  the  annals  of 
national  degeneracy.  My  doubts  of  the  practicar 
bility  of  reforming  this  corrupt  state  of  tilings  have 
grown  stronger  and  stronger  for  the  last  three 
years,  and  I can  scarcely  bring  myself  to  take  i he 
slightest  interest  in  any  controversy  of  a party- 
character. 

But  I must  cut  short  these  remarks,  and  will 
ofler  you  a'sentiment  expressive  of  iny  views  of 
the  true  sources  of  the  prosperity  and  safety  of 
South  Carolina,  after  subscribing  myself  your  friend 
and  fellow  citizen,  George  McDuffie. 

To  Messrs.  M.  R.  Brazeale,  and  others, 
committee  of  invitation. 

Agriculture  and  arms — The  one  supplies  Ihe  ele- 
ments of  our  prosperity,  the  other  tile  means  of  de- 
fending them.  Let  South  Carolina,  ip  the  language 
of  her  motto,  “be  always  ready.” 

From  Florida,  St.  Hugustine,  July  16,  Every' 
thing  in  relation  to  our  Indian  affairs  for  the  present 
seems  to  be  quiet,  unless  we  except  a skirmish  be- 
tween a company  of  Georgia  volunteers  and  a gang 


oflndians,  which  took  place  on  tborfluwnnnee  some 
days  since  in  which  one  Indian  was  killed  and  two 
wounded.  YY'e  have  not  heard  the  particulars. 

Information  was  received  some  days  since  from 
Fort  King,  1 hat  a gang  of  Indians,  seventeen  in 
number,  had  gone  there.  They  visit  their  friends, 
the  Creeks,  freely,  and  say  they  have  strict  orders 
not  to  molest  any  of  the  whites  or  commit  any  de- 
predations upon  their  property.  They  state  that 
when  gen.  Jesup  rode  np  from  Tampa  to  Fort  King, 
he  passed  within  twenty  paces  of  them. 

It  is  gen.  Jesnp’s  plan  to  keep  them  quiet,  if  pos- 
sible, during  the  summer,  and  in  the  moan  time  he 
is  endeavoring  to  post  the  troops  with  a regard  to 
their  health  and  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 
act  according  to  circumstances  with  efficiency  and 
promptness. 

He  has  sent  for  some  of  the  northern  Indians, 
Miamies  and  Sha  wnees,  and  not  the  Choctaws  as  we 
stated  some  weeks  since. 

There  is  much  speculation  among  us  as  how  and 
when  our  war  will  terminate,  and  whether  the  Indi- 
ans will  emigrate  or  not,  in  the  fall.  Whatever  be 
the  result  we  must  await  it  patiently. 

The  Tallahassee  Floridian  of  the  8th  gives  some 
particulars  of  a spirited  scout,  made  bv  a party  of 
Floridians  under  the  command  of  capt.  R.  B.  Brad- 
ly,  in  pursuit  of  a band  oflndians  which  had  cross- 
ed the  Suwannee  and  plundered  the  plantations  and 
stock  of  the  settlers  in  Madison.  Several  skirmishes 
occurred,  in  which  the  Indians  were  compelled  to 
retreat  and  leave  behind  them  a large  portion  of 
their  plunder.  The  settlers  expect  to  he  annoyed 
by  the  Indians  during  the  entire  summer. 

Removal  of  the  ChicKAsAws.  The  Mem- 
phis Gazette  of  (he  11th  inst.  says — “A  party  of 
500  Chickasaw  Indians,  under  the  direction  of  the 
superintendent,  col.  A.  M.  Upshaw,  passed  through 
this  place  on  the  4th  instant. 

“They  presented  a handsome  appearance,  being 
nearly  all  mounted,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  well 
dressed  in  their  national  costume.  It  has  been  re- 
marked by  many  of  our  citizens,  who  have  witness- 
ed the  passage  of  emigrating  Indians,  that  on  no  pre- 
vious occasion  was  there  as  good  order  or  more  de- 
spatch. Not  a drunken  Indian,  we  believe,  was  seen 
in  the  company;  and  the  whole,  after  travelling  eight 
miles,  crossed  the  Mississippi  on  the  same  day. 

“We  are  informed  that  there  are  but  two  or’three 
on  the  sick  list;  and  these  are  recovering.  The  In- 
dians seem  to  be  much  pleased  with  the  officers,  and 
the  greatest  cheerfulness  prevails  amongst  them.” 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  London  papers  to  the  23 d and  Liverpool  lo  the 
24/A  of  June. 

The  most  important  intelligence  is  the  death  of 
William  the  IV.  king  of  England,  which  occurred 
on  the  20th  June  at  half  past  2 A.  M.  He  died 
with  liis  head  supported  in  the  arms  of  Queen  Ade- 
laide, now  dowager  queen.  He  was  within  two 
months  of  73  years  of  age,  and  his  reign  extended  to 
seven  year,  all  hut  six  days;  having  been  crowned 
on  the  2Gtbof  June,  1830. 

A t the  post  mortem  examination  the  symptoms 
discovered  were  dropsy  in  the  chest  and  enlarge- 
ment of  the  hear!.  A London  paper  says:  From 
the  moment  when  the  slight  fever  with  which  hi3 
majesty  was  first  attacked,  appeared  to  resolve 
itself  into  the  more  formidable  complaint,  and  to 
have  taken  a decided  bold  upon  the  system,  his 
medical  attendants  anticipated  the  most  serious 
consequences,  although  at  first  the  greatest  care 
was  taken  to  prevent  his  majesty  from  believing 
that  his  illness  was  of  so.  dangerous  a character; 
but  afterwards,  when  bis  -majesty  became  acquaint- 
ed with  the  real  circumstances,  he  appeared  quite 
calm  and  resigned,  and  the  only  thing  that  appear- 
ed to  give  him  the  most  serious  uneasiness  {fejhwas 
tlie  stagnation  of  business— and  the  injury  to 
trade  that  would  he  occasioned  by  his  decease. 

In  several  conversations  bis  majesty  bad  with  his 
medical  attendants,  a few  days  bolore  his  decease* 
arid  when  Iris  strength  was  sufficient  to  enable  him 
to  do  so,  he  frequently  recqrred  to  this  subject,  and 
alwavs  expressed  the  same  apprehension.  After- 
wards, when  his  maiady  became  more  decidedly* 
dangerous,  and  ho  was  pressed  to  allow  bulletin®  ii* 
be  published,  in  order  thattlve  public  mind  luis^.ib* 
satisfied,  he  objected  strongly  to. the  A 
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he  said  it  would  only  occasion  unnecessary  excite- 
ment. It  is  understood  that  it  was  in  accordance 
with  this  feeling  of  his  majesty,  and  to  act  agreeably 
to  his  known  wishes  upon  the  subject,  that  strong 
injunctions  were  given  to  all  the  establishment  to 
keep  a strict  silence  upon  it. 

The  princess  Victoria,  daughter  of  the  late  duke  of 
Kent,  a girl  about  eighteen  years  old,  was  proclaim- 
ed queen  on  the  20th,  and  on  the  21st  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  were  taken  by  the  two  houses  of  par- 
liament. All  things  appeared  to  be  proceeding 
quietly,  and  public  manifestations  of.loyalty  to  the 
new  sovereign  were  every  where  displayed. 

Her  majesty’s  first  court  was  held  at  Kensington 
palace,  on  the  day  of  the  late  king’s  death:  and  was 
attended  by  more. than  a. hundred  of  his  late  majes- 
ty's privy  council,  .and  by  the  lord  mayor  and  a de- 
putation from  the.  city.  A privy  council  was  held, 
at  which  most  of.  the  privy  councillors  were  re- 
sworn. 

The  members  of  the  royal  family,  the  archbishops, 
and  the  other  privy  councillors,  afterward  signed 
the  proclamation. 

The  queen  gave  audience,  on  the  same  day,  to 
lord  Melbourne.  The  following  declaration  was 
issued. 

At  the  court  of  Kensington,  the  20th  day  of  June, 

TS37,  present,  tne  queen’s  most  excellent  majes- 
ty in  council. 

Her  majesty  being  this  day  present  in  council, 
was  pleased  to  make  the  following  declaration,  viz: 

“The  severe  and  afflicting  loss  which  the  nation 
has  sustained  by  the  death  of  his  majesty,  my  be- 
loved uncle,  has  devolved  upon  me  the  duty  of  ad- 
ministering the  government  of  this  empire.  Thi§ 
awful  responsibility  is  imposed  upon  me  so  sudden- 
ly, and  at  so  early  a period  of  my  life,  that  I should 
feel  myself  utterly  oppressed  by  the  burden,  were  I 
not  sustained  by  the  hope  that  Divine  Providence, 
which  has  called  me  to  this  work,  will  give  me 
strength  for  the  performance  of  it,  and  that  I shall 
find  in  the  purity  of  my  intentions,  and  in  my  zeal 
for  the  public  welfare,  that  support  and  those  re- 
sources which  usually  belong  to  a more  mature  age, 
and  to  a longer  experience. 

“I  place  mv  firm  reliance  upon  the  wisdom  of 
parliament,  and  upon  the  loyalty  and  effection  of 
my  people.  I esteem  it  also  a peculiar  advantage, 
that  I -succeeded  to  a sovereign  whose  constant  re- 
gard for  the  rights  and  liberties  of  his  subjects,  and 
whose  desire  to  promote  the  melioration  of  the  laws 
and  institutions  of  the  country,  have  rendered  his 
jiame  the  object  of  general  attachment  and  venera- 
tion. 

“Educated  in  England,  tinder  the-  tender  and  en- 
lightened care  of  a most  affectionate  mother,  I have 
learned  from  my  infancy  to  respect  and  love  the 
constitution  of  my  native  country. 

“It  will  be  my  unceasing  study  to  maintain  the 
reformed  religion  as  by  law  established,  securing,  at 
the  same  time  to  all  the  full  enjoyment  of  religious 
liberty;  and  I shall  steadily  protect  the  rights  and 
promote  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  the  happiness 
and  welfare  of  all  classes  of  my  subjects.” 

Whereupon  the  lords  of  the  council  made  it  their 
humble  request  to  her  majesty,  that  her  majesty’s 
inert  gracious  declaration  to  their  lordships  might 
be  made  public,  which  her  majesty  was  pleased  to 
order  accordingly.  C.  C.  GREVILLE. 

The  duke  of  Cumberland,  now  become  king  of 
Hanover,  (the  salique  law'  prevailing  in  that  part  cl' 
the  British.  Icing’s  .dominions)  proceeded  to  Ken- 
sington palace,  in  the  course  of  the  morning,  to  at- 
tend the  council,  and  was  hooted  by  the  people  on 
his  return.  He  was  the  first  to  take  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance to  the  queen  his  niece.  „ 

The  funeral  was  to  take  place  on  Thursday,  the 
6th  or  July.  A post  mortem  examination  was 
made;  the  symptoms  were  of  dropsy  in  the  chest 
and  enlargement  of  the  heart. 

In  the  house  of  lords  on-  the 1 22[cT a message  from 
ithe'queen  was  read  by  the  lord  chancellor.  ' It  was 
sshort,  and  merely  stated,  after  a brief  allusion  to  the 
death  of  the  king,  that  the  state,  of  the  public  busi- 
ness and  the  period  of  the  session,  considered  in 
connexion  with  the  duty  imposed  upon  her  by  law, 
of  summoning  a new  parliament  within  six  months, 
made  it  inexpedient  to  recommend  any  new  mea- 
sures for  adopiipn  by  the  house  of  commons,  except 
such  as  should  be  necessary  for  carrying  on  the 
public  business  during  the  interval  between  the 
sessions.  A message  in  reply  was  agreed  to,  and 
also  one  of  condolence  to  the  queen-dowager. 

The  same  proceedings  took  place  in  the  other 
house. 

PROCLAMATION  OF  HER  MAJESTY. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  June  21st,  at  10  o’clock, 
her  majesty  proceeded  from  Kensington  to  St. 
James’  palace.  In  the  carriage  with  her  majesty 
was  her  august  mother,  and  the  carriage  was  pre- 
ceded by  several  members  of  the  household,  in  two 


other  carriages.  Her  majesty  and  the  dutchess  of 
Kent  appeared  in  deep  mourning,  and  their  attire 
was  of  the  plainest  description.  The  royal  party 
was  escorted  by  a squadron  of  the  first  life  guards 
and  the  blues.  Her  majesty  was  received  by  the 
assembled  crowds  of  her  people  with  the  most  af- 
fectionate demonstrations  of  loyalty  and  respect. — 
At  their  arrival  at  St.  James’,  the  air  was  .rent  with 
shouts  of  “Long  live  the  queen!”  and  her  majesty 
acknowledged  these  sentiments  of  attachment  by 
gracefully  bowing  as  she  passed  along.  Her  ma- 
jesty looked  in  good  health,  but  somewhat  paler 
than  usual. 

At  ten  o’clock,  the  hour  fixed  for  the  ceremonial 
of  her  majesty’s  proclamation  at  St.  James’,  all  the 
courts  of  the  palace,  as  well  as  all  the  approaches 
to  it  and  to  Charing-cross,  and  the  whole  route  of 
the  procession,  were  crowded  to  excess-  Many  of 
those  present  appeared  in  mourning.  In  the  first 
line  of  spectators  were  observed  many  members  of 
parliament,  and  among  them  Mr.  O’Connell,  who 
exercised  his  powerful  lungs  to  very  great  effect  in 
hailing  his  new  sovereign. 

Precisely  at  a quarter  past  ten,  a preparatory  bus- 
tle in  the  rooms  of  the  palace  which  looked  on  the 
court-yard  announced  the  approach  of  the  sovereign, 
and  her  majesty,  who  was  attired  in  very  deep 
mourning,  and  who  was  supported  through  this 
trying  ceremony  by  the  presence  of  her  mother  and 
other  royal  relatives,  appeared  at  the  window,  amid 
thunders  of  acclamations  and  shouts  of  “Long  live 
the  que-n!”  “Long  five  the  queen  Victoria!”  the 
gentlemen  waving  their  hats,  the.  ladies  their  hand- 
kerchiefs, and  all  joining  in  the  most  cordial  and 
heartfelt  cheering.  On  her  approaching  to  thp  win- 
dow, her  majesty  was  accompanied  by  her  illustri- 
ous-mother, by  the  marquis  of  Lansdowne  and  other 
distinguished  personages. 

Her  majesty  had  to  acknowledge  at  least  a dozen 
times  the  spontaneous  acclamations  of  her  people, 
and  was  evidently  very  much  alfrcted  by  the  hearty 
congratulations  of  all  on  whom  her  eye  rested;  as 
she  was  observed  to  weep  nearly  all  the  time,  and 
was  frequently  obliged  touse  her  handkerchief. 

When  the  national  anthem  had  ceased,  sir  Wil- 
liam Woods,  king  at -arms,  advanced  from  the  he- 
ralds and  officers,  and  read  aloud  the  proclamation 
of  her  majesty  as  queen  .of  England,  by  the  style 
and  title  of  queen  Aiexandrina  Vistoria  tlie  first, 
concluding:  with  the  formula,  “God  save  the  queen,” 
which  was  instantly  taken  up  by  the  w help  assem- 
bled people,  and  repeated  amid  renewed  cheering, 
her  majesty  courtesying  gracefully  the  whole  time, 
and  acknowledging  the  obeisances  pf  her  subjects. 
The  crowd  during  the  early  part  of  reading  the  pro- 
clamation, not  aware  of  what  was  going  on,  con- 
tinued their  shouting  until  the  loud  and  full-toned, 
voice  of  Mr.  O'Connell  calling  silence,  was  heard 
above  all. 

Her  majesty  remained  at  the  window  a .few  mo- 
ments after  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremony.  On 
her  departure  to  the  state  apartments,  the  procession 
to  march  into  the  city  and  proclaim  the  queen  was 
termed  and  accompanied  by  a considerable  portion 
of  the  assembled  crowd.  The  ceremony  lasted 
about  a quarter  of  an  hour,  and  passed  o If  with  the 
utmost  eclat. 

London,  June  22.  The  duke  of  Cumberland,  on 
the -demise  of  William  the  fourth,  became  a foreign 
arid  independent  prince.  He  ernnot,  therefore,  ac- 
cording to  the  genius  of  the  British  constitution,  or 
the  uniform  practice  of.  parliament,  have  any  rigid 
to  sit  as  peer  or  vote  by  proxy.  The  duke  of  Sus- 
sex yesterday  took  the  oaths  at  the  house  of  peers, 
but  the  king  of  Hanover  did  not,  and  we  therefore 
conclude  that  he  does  not  clairii  the  right;  but  it 
certain! v Seems  anomalous  that  in  the  list  of  privy 
councillors  acknowledging  the  queen,  the  name  of 
the  king  of  Hanover  should  stand  at  the  head,  and 
that  a foreign  sovereign  should  be  present  at  deli- 
berations of  a British  privy  council. 

The  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Hanover  are 
now  two  kingdoms  as  distinct  and  separate  as  they 
were  previous  to  die  accession  of  George  the  first; 
and  the  mere  circumstance  of  the  present  king  of 
Hanover,  being  a native  of  this  country  does  hot  at 
all  alter  the  question.  A sovereign  and  indepen- 
dent prince  cannot  be  a subject,  and  ought  not,  there- 
fore, to  he  suffered  to  perform  any  of  the  functions 
of  subjects.  In  the  history  of  this  country  we  re- 
collect no  similar  instance;  but  if  no  law  against  it 
exists, -ihe  admission  of  such  a principle  might  lead 
to  such  dangerous  consequenr-s,  that  we  are  quite 
sure. common  sense,  public  feeling,  and  public  safe- 
ty, will  soon  bring  about  some  measure  for  correct- 
ing the  evil.  [Sun. 

London,  June  23.  The  houses-ofparliarnent  were 
last  night  solely  occupied  with  noticing  that  part  of 
-the  queen’s  message  which  related  to  the  death  of 
his  late  majesty.  In  the  lords,  lord  Melbourne,  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  earl  Grey,  arjd  lord  Brougham, 


all  bore  the  most  unequivocal  and  cordial  tesiomony 
to  the  amiable,  just,  manly  and  patriotic  character 
of  the  lamented  monarch.  We  select  a passage  from 
the  duke  of  Wellington’s  speech,  as  being  the  most 
interesting,  and  expressed  in  the  most  emphatic 
language.  His  grace  stated  that  “it  had  fallen  to 
his  lot  to  serve  his  late  majesty  at  different  periods 
of  difficulty  and  danger.  Upon  all  those  occasions 
his  majesty  had  manifested  not  only  those  virtues 
which  had  been  so  truly  described  by  the  noble 
viscount,  hut  likewise  the  greatest  degree  of  firm- 
ness, of  candor,  of  justice  and  of  a true  spirit  of  con- 
ciliation towards  others,  which  had,  perhaps,  ever 
before  been  displayed  by  any  monarch  placed  in 
such  circumstance.  His  late  ma  jesty  had  combated 
all  the  difficulties  which  opposed  him,  and  they  were 
great  and  man}',  with  perfect  success.  He  had 
-Seen  induced  to  serve  his  late  majesty,  not  alone 
from  a -sense  of  duty,  not  alone  from  a feeling  that 
a sovereign  of  this  country  had  a right  to  command 
his  services  in  any  situation  in  which  he  would  ren- 
der the  empire  assistance,  and  also  from  a dec-p 
feeling  of  gratitude  to  his  late  majesty  for  favors 
•conferred  upon  him — for  personal  distinctions  be- 
stowed upon  him,  notwithstanding  that  be  had  been 
under  the  necessity  of  opposing  himself  to  the  \ iew  s 
and  intention  of  his  late  majesty,  when  ills  late 
majesty  held  a high  situation  under  the  government 
— notwithstanding  that  the  opposition  thus  given 
led  to  his  late  majesty’s  resignation  of  the  office 
which  he  then  held.  (Hear.)  But,  so  far  from 
tiffs  creating  any  coldness  or  dislike,  bis  majesty, 
when  he  came  to  the  throne,  from  that  time  forward, 
treated  him  with  the  greatest  kindness,  condescen- 
sion, confidence  and  favor. 

The  London  Morning  Chronicle  has  five  columns 
as  a biographical  sketch  of  William  the  fourth. 
He  was  born  on  the  21st  of  August.  1765.  At  the 
age  of  13  lie  was  a midshipman,  and  though  the  son 
of  a . king,  (George  the  third),  was  kept  on  a footing 
with  the  other  midshipmen.  Under  admiral  Rod-" 
ney,  he  was  in  the  fleet  which  in  1779,  captured 
-the  whole  of  a Spanish  convoy.  Eight  days  after 
he  was  in  a serious  fight  with  a Spanish  fleet  un- 
der thn  command  of  Don  Juan  de  Langara.  The 
residue  of'  his  time  as  a midshipman  the  prince 
served  in  the  West  Indies,  and  off  Ihe  coasts  of 
Nova  Scotia  and  Canada.  On  the  North  American 
station  he  served  under  lord  Keith  in  the  Warwick, 
when  he  captured  L’JIigle,  a large  French  frigate, 
La  Sophie  ci'  22  guns,  and  the  Terrier  sloop  of  war, 
oil'  the  Delaware  river,  11th  September,  1782.  He 
afterwards  joined  lord  Hood,  who  introduced  him 
tb  Nelson  cn. board  the  Bariieur.  In  1783  he  was 
appointed  third  lieutenant  of  Ihe  Hebe  frigate. — 
In  1786  he  was  appointed  first  lieutenant  of  the 
Pegasus,  of  28  guns,  and  soon  after  lie  was  made 
captain,  and  ordered  to  Nova  Scotia.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Leeward  Islands,  and  was  there  un- 
der the  command  of  Nelson.  Nelson  spoke  very 
higl  ly  of  him  as  an  obedient  and  attentive  officer^ 
In  December,  17S7,  after  returning  to  England,  he 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  t ! . e Andromeda 
frigate,  in  which  he  sailed  for  the  West  Indies. 
The  I C- th  of  May,  1786,  he-  was  created  duke  of 
Clarence  and  St,  Andrews  in  the  kingdom  of -Great 
Britain,  and'  car!  of  Munster  in  Ireland.  On  trie 
3d  of  September  he  was  made  rear  admiral;  after- 
wards he  became  admiral  of  tire  red;  arid  up'on  the 
death  of  sir  Peter  Parker,  in  1811,  he  was  made 
admiral  of  the  fleet. 

The  union  of  William  the  fourth.,  with  the  cele- 
brated Mrs.  Jordan,  commenced  in  17S0,  and  en- 
dured for  twenty  years.  She  was  one  of  the  most 
captivating  women  of  her  time,  and  the  king  was. 
very  much  attached  to  her.  She  was  of  the  theatre. 
By  her  he  had  several  children.'  In  1810  tlrc-y  part- 
ed which  gave  Mrs.  Jordan  the  greatest  pain.  His 
pecuniary  embarrassments,  she  says,  were  the  cause 
of  the  parting.  In  1813  he  was  married  to  the  now 
dowager  queen  Adelaide,  As  duke  of  Clarence, 
he  advocated  Catholic  emancipation  in  the  house  of 
lords,  and  made  a speech  in  its  behalf. 

June  26th,- 1830,  the  duke  became  king  of  Eng- 
land on  the  demise  of  George  the  fourth.  He  was 
a man  altogether  the  reverse  cf  George  the  fourth, 
and  more'  like  his  father  George  the  third.  Ilis 
course  as  king  is  in  the  memory  of  the  public. 

Her  present  majesty.  This  youthful  and  illus- 
trious personage  is  descended,  on  her  mother’s  side, 
from  John  Frederick,  surnamed  the  magnanimous, 
elector  of  Saxony.  Having  taken  arms  against  the 
emperor  Charles  Y.  and  fallen,  after  the  disastrous 
battle  at  Weilburg,  ipto  the  hands  of  that  sovereign, 
he  was  detained  in  prison  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  in  the  year  1554,  after  seven  years  of  distress- 
ing captivity.  This  prince  left  two  sons,  John 
Frederick,  founder  of  the  old  line  of  Saxe  Gotha, 
arid  John  William,  in  whom  commenced  the  line 
of  Weimar,  of  which  the  present  representative  is 
Charles  Augustus,  the  reigning  duke  of  Saxe  Wei- 
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w nr.  The  marriage  of  the  duke  and  duchess  of 
iv '-ut  was  first  performed  at  Cobun;  in  May,  1818, 
and  again  at  Kew,  in  July  of  the  same  year.  A 
few  weeks  after  the  second  ceremony  they  returned 
to  the  continent,  and  retired  to  Amorbach,  the  resi- 
dence of  the  late  duke  of  Leiningen,  the  first  hus- 
band of  the  duchess,  who  left  her  the  occupation  of 
the  palace,  and  the  guardianship  of  their  only  son. 
The  duchess  acceded  to  the  wish  of  the  duke  to 
return  to  this  country,  and  the  young  princess  was 
born  at  Kensington,  May  24, 1819,  but  seven  months 
before  her  lather’s  lamented  demise. 

By  the  accession  of  the  queen,  the  attorney  ge- 
neral will  have  received  a sum  in  the  shape  of  fees 
to  the  amount  ot  £ 100,900  for  signing  patents  of  of- 
fice. 

The  following  particulars  of  the  last  hours  of  the 
king,  are  given  in  the  Morning  Herald  of  the  19th. 

Windsor , Sunday  night,  June  19,  4 past  1 1 o'clock. 
The  very  slight  symptoms  of  returning  health 
mentioned  in  our  express  of  Friday  eveniiif,  seem 
to  have  Imen  but  “the  flickering"©!'  the  expiring 
lamp.’  Many  hours  ol  the  night  his  majesty  pass- 
ed in  restlessness  and  pain,  and  greatly " oppressed 
'by  an  almost  total  inability  to  expectorate,  though 
free  expectoration  seemed  absolutely  necessary  to 
his  existence.  About  seven  o’clock  on  Saturday 
morning  he  sunk  into  a profound  slumber — the  con- 
sequence propabl v of  his  utter  exhaustion;  and  the 
nt  uost  caution  was  observed,  so  that  nothing  might 
disturb  him.  1 1 is  slumber,  however,  was  so  pro- 
found and  continuous  that  the  queen  and  medical 
attendants  became  alarmed,  and. that  alarm  was  in- 
creased tenfold  when,  after  repeated  attempts,  the 
royal  patient  was  in  some  degree  aroused,  he  an- 
swered their  inquiries  only  in  inarticulate  sounds. 

This  inability  to  speak  articulately  continued  for 
sometime;  and  though  his  majesty  subsequently 
rallied  a little,  the  most  alarming  rumors  were  in 
circulation. 

About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  an  express 
was  forwarded  to  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  re- 
questing his  immediate  attendance  at  the  castle; 
and  his  grace  arrived  in  the  course  of  the  evening, 
accompanied  by  sir  Matthew  Tierney;  but  not  be- 
fore the  king  had  again  sunk  into  profound  slum- 
ber. 

His  majesty  passed  another  indifferent  night; 
and  .soon  after  day  light  tins  morning  (Sunday 
morning)  the  whole  of  his  family  were  suddenly 
summoned  to  his  chamber. 

Shortly  after  the  archbishop  administered  the 

hr.lv  to  tl.cir  muj-iioD,  the  king’s  family 

an  t all  (he  principal  personages  of  the  court,  the 
court  having  previously  attended  divine  service  in 
the  private  chapel;  where  the  rev.  Isaac  Gossett, 
vicar  of  Windsor,  officiated,  and  the  rev.  Mr.  ’Wood 
preached  a most  affecting  sermon.  The  household 
generally  attended  divine  sen  ice — some  in  St. 

George’s  chapel  and  some  at  the  parish  church. 

There  was  a very  full  attendance  at  both  places; 
and  rlie  beautiful  prayer  composed  for  this  occasion, 
was  responded  to  with  intense  fervor.  In  the  Pa- 
rish church  many  persons  wept  while  it  was  read- 
ing. 

Throughout  the  day  there  has  been  no  melioration 
whatever,  and  at  this  moment  (eleven  o’clock)  the 
general  anticipation  is  that  the  king  will  not  live 
through  the  night.  Indeed  we  have  it  on  good  au- 
thority that  his  majesty  lias  expressed  himself  to 
the  same  effect. 

P.  8.  This  being; {he  anniversary  of  the  battle  of 
Waterloo,  n flag  was  sent  to  the  castle,  as  usual,  by 
the  duke  of  Wellington,  in  acknowledgment  of  the 
tenure  by  which  he  holds  the  estate  conferred  upon 
hi  n hv  the  nation:  and  the  earl  of  Munster,  (finikin"- 
the  circumstance  might  have  some  refreshing  effect 
o i his  majesty,  carried  the  flag  to  him.  The  king 
was  with  some  difficulty  made  aware  of  the  fact, 
but  then  laying  Ins  hand  upon  the  flag,  and  gently 
grasping  its  folds,  he  feebly  exelamed — ‘(Ah, — it 
was  a glorious  day  for  England!” 

Provision  for  the  queen  dowager.  The  followiii"- 
is  the  resolution  proposed  by  lord  Altliorp,  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer,  and  agreed  to  by  the  house  of 
co  ivnons.  on  the  loth  April,  1831,  with  reference 
to  this  subject: — “That  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
co  nmittee  that  such  provision  should  be  made  for 
tipr  napstv  as  would  he  adequate  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  royal  dignity  in  the  case  of  her  surviv- 
ing his  majesty;  that  £100,000  a year  should  he 
settled  upon  her  rnaj  'sty  for  such  purpose,  payable 
out  of  the  consolidated  fund:  and  that  Marlborough 
house  and  Bushv  linnse,  together  with  the  lands  at- 
taehed  to  it.  he  settled  upon  her  majesty  as  her  places 
of  residence.” 

Marlborough  house  is  not  in  a state  fit  to  receive 
the  dowag-r  que^n.  It  has  been  newly  roofed  and 
painted,  but  the  inferior  will  require  three  months 
to  nut  it  In  a state  fit  for  habitation.  The  queen 
will  probably  pass  the  autumn  at  Bushy  Park. 


The  body  of  the  late  king  was  to  lie  in  state  for 
two  days  in  the  Waterloo  Gallery  in  Windsor  castle, 
and  the  funeral  was  to  take  place  on  10th  of  July, 
and  be  conducted  in  all  respects  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  with  almost  the  same  formalities,  as  on  the 
interment  of  George  IV. 

In  the  house  of  commons,  on  Wednesday  the  22d, 
sir  G.  Grey  stated  in  answer  to  a question,  that  his 
late  majesty  had  sanctioned  an  act  passed  by  the 
parliament  of  Upper  Canada,  to  continue  the  exist- 
ence ol  the  house  of  assembly,  notwithstanding 
the  demise  of  the  crown. 

The  substance  of  the  news  relative  to  the  money 
market,  is  contained  in  the  following  paragraphs 
from  the  New  York  Express: 

The  news  from  Europe  is  quite  cheering  to  the 
city  ot  New  York,  and  will  anon  produce  the  hap- 
piest effects  all  over  the  union.  The  timely  arrival 
of  specie  from  the  United  States  at  Liverpool  and 
London— the  Sheffield  with  #100,000  dollars,  bear- 
ing promises  of  further  remittances,  and  sustaining 
the  high  character  of  A tneriean  merchants,  that  they 
would  compass  every  effort  to  discharge  their  debts, 
was  producing  the  happiest  results  in  London.  No 
panic  was  felt,  but  little  distrust,  and  a great  deal 
more  confidence  in  the  houses  doing  business  with 
America.  The  English  journals,  one  and  all.  now 
understand  that  the  inability  of  onr  merchants  to 
remit  arose  from  the  enlire  derangement  of  the  do- 
mestic exchanges  of  the  country  by  the-  destruction 
of  their  grpat  regulator,  the  United  States  bank, 
and  next,  from  the  folly  of  the  specie  circular, 
which  uselessly  piled  up  in  the  west  the  specie, 
that  was  absolutely  necessary  for  business  opera- 
tions in  New  York. 

Not  only  have  the  Messrs.  Browns  been  sustain- 
ed. and  Welles  & Co(.  iri  Paris,,  blit  there  is  a pro- 
bability that  the  houses  of  Wildes,  Wiggins  and 
Wilson  will  be  lifted  up.  The  American  house  of 
Fisher  8c  Brothers,  (Quakers),  of  Liverpool,  failed 
June -17.  Their  chief  business  was  forwarding 
woollen  goods  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States.— 

1 he  house  of  Bolton,  Ogden  & Co.  stepped  on  the 
14th.  They  owe  200,000  pounds  sterling,  but 
show  a surplus  of  70,000  pounds  sterling.  Their 
embarrassments  arose  from  corn  operations  in  the 
United  States,  which  was  shipped  in  October  and 
November  last.  It  is  reported -that  they  will  re- 
sume, and  that  the  want  of  liberality  on  the  part  of 
tlgeir  bankers  was  the  cause  of  their  "stoppage.  The 
house  ol  A.  G.  Ralston  8c  Co.  of  Liverpool  failed 
on  the  14th.  Their  engagements  are  said  to  be 
250,000  pounds,  but  they  expect  to  have  a surplus 
of  50,000  pounds.  Some  of  these  houses  will  un- 
doubtedly get  upon  their  feet  again  when  they  re- 
ceive the  remittances  which  have  been  sent  from 
this  country. 

United  States  bank  bonds  sold  in  London  on  the 
18th  at  93;J  to  94.  The  packet  ship  North  America 
had  not  sailed  on  the  19th,  having  been  detained 
bringing  out  news  to  this  country.  The  accounts 
from  tile  manufacturing  districts’ are  very  gloomy. 
The  stock  of  bullion  in  the  bank  of  England 
amounts  at  present  to  5,300,000  pounds,  and  bullion 
is  coming  from  the  continent,  even  from  Russia,  as 
well  as  from  the  United  States. 

FRANCE. 

Messrs.  Welles  and  Co.  the  American  bankers  at 
Paris,  Were  compelled  to  apply  to  the  bank  of  k ranee 
for  relief,  which- was  promptly  granted.  It  loaned 
them  four  millions  of  francs — the  bank  taking  one 
million  and  three  millions  being  guaranteed  by  va- 
rious banking  and  other  houses  at  Paris. 

The  loan  is  for  eighteen  months,  and  the  amount 
is  sufficient  to  enable  Messrs.  Welles  and  Co.  to 
meet  all  their  engagements,  in  any  ease,  and  indeed 
to  discount  them  in  advance,  if  asked  so  to  do. 

Letters  received  in  Paris  mention  the  failure  of 
the  great  (Hebrew)  house  of  Duncker  and  Co.  of 
Warsaw.  It  was  said  they  had  targe  connexions 
with  Danfzie  and  Berlin. 

The  French  people  and  papers  are  almost  exclu- 
sively engrossed  with  the  festivities  given  by  the 
king  in  the  marriage  of  his  son.  A grand  festival 
was  held  at  the  Champ  de  Mars  on  the  16th  of  June, 
at  which  two  hundred  thousand  persons  were  pre- 
sent. At  about  11  o’clock,  as  the  immense  crowd 
were  retiring  from  the  scene,  a woman  fainted  and 
fell;  in  an  instant  several  of  those  behind  her,  who 
were  pressing  on,  fell  also  by  tripping  against  her. 
and  a panic  taking  place  a fearful  scene 'of  confu- 
sion followed,  in  which  twenty-three  persons  were 
suffocated  and  twelve  more  seriously  injured. 

The  king  and  all  the  royal  family  had  shown  the 
deepest  affliction  at  this  unfortunate  event.  The 
king  wished  all  the  rejoicings  to  be  discontinued, 
but  his  wishes  in  this  respect  had  been  overruled 
by  the  municipal  council. 

In  the  chamber  of  deputies,  on  the  15th  of  June, 
the  president  announced  the  earnest  wish  of  the 
duke  of  Orleans  that  the  disaster  at  the  i'ete  of  the  I 


preceding  night  should  not  be  made  the  foundation 
of  an  additional  pecuniary  charge  to  the  city  of 
Paris— the  municipal  council  having  declared  its 
intention  to  provide  for  the  families  of  the  victims, 
&c.  and  his  determination  to  take  upon  himself  this 
duty  ot  benevolence.  This  information  was  re- 
ceived with  prolonged  and  unanimous  plaudits  by 
the  chamber. 

It  is  stated  that  a plot  was  laiS  to  assassinate  the 
king  on  bis  way  to  or  from  th v fete;  overtures  had 
been  made  to  some  soldiers,  who  disclosed  to  the 
authorities  and  the  suborners,  six  in  number,  were 
arrested. 

Meunier,  the  assassin  was  taken  to  L’Orient, 
there  to  be  put  on  board  the  brig-of-war  La  Peyrouse 
for  New  Orleans,  all  the  American  captains  at 
Havre  having  refused  to  take  him  as  a passenger. 

fi  is  stated  in  one  of  the  Paris  journals  that  M. 
Delanie,  aid-de-camp  to  the  minister  of  the  in- 
terior, has  gone  to  Algiers  on  a special  mission 
relating  to  (lie  treaty  concluded  with  Alule]  Ka- 
der.  The  treaty  is  denounced  even  by  the  Con- 
stitutionnel,  the  most  moderate  of  the  Paris  jour- 
nals as  “a  deception  and  an  abandonment  of  the 
conquest  in  Atiica.”  ft  recognizes  the  Arab  leader 
as  sultan  of  Oran,  Algiers  and  Tiftery;  gives  Tre- 
mecen  up  to  him,  without  even  a stipulation  that 
it  shall  be  dismantled,  and  insists  only  upon  the 
little  territory  comprised  between  Algiprs,  Blida, 
Coleah  and  the  line  of  the  Chili'a,  as  the  possession 
of  France.  The  journals  cry  aloud  for  a refusal  to 
ratifv  the  treaty. 

By  the  above  treaty,  Abdel  Kader  cedes  to 
France  the  province  oi'  Oran,  with  the  towns  of 
Oran,  Mostaganem  and  Arzeu,  with  an  extent  of 
territory  of  upwards  of  10  leagues  round,  which 
will  afford  the  French.the  means  of  establishing  the 
Arab  allies  with  advantage.  Coleah  and  Medeah, 
although  within  the  above  limits,  are  reserved  by 
the  Emir.  The  establishment  of  the  Tafna,  which 
is  already  dismantled  and  evacuated,  is  to  be  given 
up.  The  French  are  to  remain  in  possession  of 
Tromecen  until  the  treaty  is  ratified.  Algiers  and 
the  whole  of  the  plain  of  Mitidja  are  acknowledg- 
ed as  French  possessions.  Bona  is  within  the  do- 
main of  the  bey  of  Constantia.  Moreover,  Abdel 
Kader  is  to  pay  to  France  30,000  francs,  or  15,000 
sacks  of  barley,  an  equal  quantity  of  wheat,  and 
■5,000  oxen;  this  is  to  be  done  by  three  instalments. 
Hie  first  of  which  ^ to  be  on  September  1st.  A.bdel 
Kader  further  engages  not  to  carry  on  or  permit 
any  commerce  except  through  the  ports  in  the 
hands  of  the  French.  As  hostages  for  the  due  ob- 
servance of  the  treaty,  the  Emir  leaves  in  the  hands 
of  the  French  his  uncle  and  two  of  his  nephews. 

SPAIN. 

The  advices  from  the  armies  are  to  the  6th  of 
June,  but  they  arc  not  important.  There  had  been 
some  skirmishing,  but  it  was  attended  with  no  re- 
sults of  consequence.  The  Carlists  were  still  pres- 
sing toward  Catalonia,  closely  followed  by  detach- 
ments of  the  Christinos  under  several  leaders,  the 
most  active  of  whom  seems  to  be  a certain  baron  de 
Meer.  Colonel  Conrad,  commander  of  French 
auxiliary  legion,  was  killed  in  one  of  the  encoun- 
ters. 

General  Evans  had  retired  from  f he  queen’s  ser- 
vice with  a large  portion  of  the  legion.  About 
1,509  remained  in  St.  Sebastian.  The  cortes  was 
discussing  the  new  electoral  law,  and  the  proposi- 
tion of  Mendisabal,  to  sell  the  plate,  jewels,  pictures 
and  other  properties  of  the  suppressed  convents.  It 
was  reported  that  General  Oran  had  sustained  a de- 
feat from  the  Carlists  at  Barbastro,  Espartero  was 
at  Pampeluna.  All  was  quiet  on  the  line  of  Iran, 

St  Sebastian,  Fontarabia  and  Hernani.  It  was  re- 
ported at  Madrid  that  Oraa  would  supersede  Es- 
parterb. 


GEN.  WOOL’S  DEPARTURE. 

Athens,  Term.  July  5. 

Gen.  Wool  and  suite  arrived  here  on  Sunday 
evening  last,  and  the  general  left  on  Monday  morn- 
ing, for  Washington  city. 

Gen.  Vfoo!  came  to  this’eountry  twelve  months 
ago  an  entire  stranger,  but  during  his  sojourn  he 
has  formed  many  associations  which  were  not 
severed  without  awakening  the  liveliest  sensibili- 
ties, and  the  course  the  government  has  pursued 
towards  this  gallant  officer  has  aroused  in  the  bo- 
soms of  all  who  witnessed  his  operations  here  the 
keenest  regret.  His  course  has  been  such  as  to 
command  the  respect,  approbation  and  confidence 
of  all  concerned.  He  has  parted  with  many  devot- 
ed friends,  with  whom,  perhaps,  he  will  never  again 
enjoy  the  pleasure  of  meeting;  but  he  carries  with 
hirn  their  most  ardent  wishes  for  his  future  happi- 
ness, honor  and  prosperity. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  his  order  relinquishing 
and  turning  over  the  command  to  his  successor 
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col.  Lindsay,  which  has  been  politely  furnished  us 
for  publication: 

Head  quarters,  army  of  the  C.  N. 

Fort  Cuss,  Term.  July  1st,  1S37. 
order  39. 

In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  war  depart- 
ment, brig.  gen.  Wool  this  day  relinquishes  the 
command  in  the  Cherokee  -country,  to  col.  Lindsay, 
of  the  United  States  artillery. 

In  taking  leave,  perhaps  never  to  return  to  this 
country,  brig.  gen.  Wool  will  not  do  so  much  injustice 
to  his  feelings,  or  to  the  merit  of  those  whom  he  has 
commanded,  as  to  omit  on  this  occasion  to  express 
his  extreme  regret  and  reluctance  at  separating  from 
companions  who  have  so  faithfully,  so  harmoniously, 
and  with  so  much  good  feeling,  toiled  with  him 
through  a year  of  constant  labor,  anxiety  and  per- 
plexity, to  serve  their  common  country. 

Regulars  and  volunteers,  Tennesseeans  and  Geor- 
gians, all,  have  done  their  duty;  and  in  a manner 
which  cannot  fail  to  command  the  confidence  of  the 
government  and  the  approbation  of  their  country- 
men—the  highest  reward  of  the  patriotic  and  gal- 
lant soldier.  Under  these  circumstances,  having 
the  past  for  his  guaranty,  brig.  gen.  Wool  cannot 
doubt  but  that  his  successor,  col.  Lindsay,  will  re- 
ceive from  his  faithful  companions  all  the  aid  and 
support  which  they  have  on  all  occasions,  arid  un- 
der all  circumstances,  so  generously  extended  to 
himself. 

To  his  staff,  for  their  able  and  efficient  assistance 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  he  feels  under  per- 
sonal obligations,  and  particularly  to  major  Payne, 
and  lieutenants  Howe  and  Hetzel,  whose  duties 
have  been  incessant  and  laborious. 

To  his  personal  st«iff,  lieutenant  Lyon  and  adju- 
tant Wear,  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  and  lieu- 
tenant Shaw,  of  the  Georgia  volunteers,  the  general 
tenders  his  special  thanks,  for*  their  devotion  and 
unremitting  attention  to  the  various  and  onerous 
duties  committed  to  their  charge,  and  which  they 
have  always  performed  with  promptness  and  abili- 
ty. ' JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Brigadier  general  commanding. 


GENERAL  TALLMADGE. 

The  signers  of  the  letter  to  general  Tailmadge 
published  in  our  last  number,  appointed  a commit- 
tee to  deliver  it  to  him.  They  accompanied  it 
with  the  following  letter,  and  received  the  reply 
subjoined. 

To  the  hon.  N.  P.  Tailmadge,  senator  of  the  U.  S. 

Sir:  A portion  of  your  democratic  fellow  citi- 
zens residing  in  the  city  of  New  York,  have  long 
viewed  with  feelings  of  deep  interest  the  great  ca- 
lamities which  have  befallen  our  common  country, 
and  the  efforts  which  have  been  making,  by  urging 
the  adoption  of  an  exclusive  metallic  currency,  and 
the  overthrow  of  all  existing  institutions,  to  aggra- 
vate the  general  evils  and  distress  arising  from  the 
brokm  an  1 deranged  state  of  the  currency  and  cre- 
dit system. 

The  torrent  of  events  had  rolled  on  with  such 
overwhelming  force,  and  instances  of  suffering, 
agony  and  irretrievable  ruin,  followed  upon  each 
other  in  such  rapid  succession,  that  the  minds  of 
beholders  appeared  to  be  paralyzed  by  the  magni- 
tude of  the  destruction.  After  the  consternation 
of  this  violent  shock  had  subsided,  and  the  atten- 
tion of  those  having  any  permanent  interest  in  the 
preservation  of  liberty  and  property,  was  directed 
to  the  means  of  restoring  the  drooping  trade,  sus- 
pended enterprize  and  industry,  and  prostrate  con- 
fidence of  the  nation.  Your  letter  to  the  editor  of 
the  Albany  Argus  was. published,  bearing  date  the 
6th  of  June  last.  Its  appearance  awakened  feel- 
ings of  joy  and  gratification.  The  principles  there 
so  boldly  proclaimed,  and  their  importance  as  avow- 
ed by  one  holding  so  distinguished  and  favorable  a 
station  for  giving  effect  to  opinions,  were  hailed  as 
the  first  dawn  of  light  in  the  darkness  of  the  ap- 
proaching future. 

If  was  not  surprising,  then,  that  those  who  ap- 
peared to  exult  in  the  general  misfortunes,  and  in- 
stead of  sympathising  with  sufferings  unparalleled 
in  the  recent  experience  of  mankind,  grew  more' 
presuming  and  arrogant  as  the  public  spirit  appear- 
ed to  be  broken  and  subdued,  should  regard  with 
an  evil  eye  :’te  publication  of  your  letter,  and  visit 
a portion  of  their  feelings  of  disappointment  upon 
yourself. 

Having  brought  forward  in  your  letter  the  views 
which  appeared  to  b-  embraced  on  these  subjects 
by  a large  portion  of  yc  1 r republican  fellow  citi- 
zens. a letter  has  been  prepared,  which  has  receiv- 
ed the  signatures  of  a'  great  proportion  of  your  no- 
litical  friends,  to  whom  the  same  has  been  present- 
ed, and  which  we  have  been  delegated  on  their  be- 
half to  present  to  you. 

We  have  now  the  happiness  to  deliver  the  same 
in  performance  of  that  charge. 


Permit  us  to  add,  that  we  regard  the  credit  sys- 
tem as  the  great  instrument  which  has  developed 
our  vast  resources,  extended  our  commerce,  im- 
proved our  territory,  advanced  our  civilization  and 
refinement,  and  raised  this  youthful  nation  to  a 
proud  and  equal  standing  with  the  ancient  king- 
doms of  the  world. 

As  one  of  the  chosen  representatives  of  tha  re- 
public, the  future  direction  of  this  mighty  empire 
of  human  advancement  rests,  in  parts,  with  you; 
and  we  feel  that  we  have  cause  to  congratulate  our 
political  friends,  and  our  country,  that  on  the  im- 
portant question  of  its  further  use  or  existence, 
your  talents  will  be  united  with  the  congenial  sen- 
timents responded  to  in  the  letter  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens, in  aid  and  preservations  of  “a  well  regulated 
credit  system.” 

Accept  tile  assurances  of  our  high  consideration 
and  respect,  JUDAH  HAMMOND, 

GARRIT  GILBERT, 
HENRY  WYCKOFF, 

C.  C.  JACOBUS, 

EDWARD  SANDFORD, 

M.  M.  QUACKENBOSS, 
BENJAMIN  BIRDSALL. 

Poughkeepsie,  July  15,  1837. 

Poughkeepsie,  July  15,  1837. 

Gentlemen:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter,  accompanied  by  a com- 
munication from  a numerous  and  respectable  por- 
tion of  the  republicans  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in 
relalion  to  the  sentiments  contained  in  my  letter  of 
the  6th  of  June  to  the  editor  of  the  Argus.  Recog- 
nizing as  I do,  in  those  who  have  made  that  com- 
munication the  firm  and  unwavering  supporters  of 
the  democratic  party  in  times  of  its  severest  trials, 
and  the  true  and  undaunted  advocates  of  its  princi- 
ples whenever  and  wherever  assailed,  I assure  you 
I receive  with  no  ordinary  emotion  this  demonstra- 
tion of  their  confidence. 

In  the  conscientious  discharge  of  my  public  du- 
ties, 1 have  no  higher  reward  than  the  approbation 
of  my  republican  fellow  citizens;  and  to  no  portion 
of  them  do  I feel  more  profoundly  grateful  than  to 
those  of  tile  city  of  New  York.  The  letter,  in 
which  they  have  been  pleased  to  extend  this  token 
of  their  approbation,  was  reluctantly  drawn  from 
me  in  defence  of  opinions  which  1 sincerely  enter- 
tained in  common  with  the  great  body  of  the  repub- 
lican party;  and  which  I had  on  all  proper  occasions,, 
unreservedly  expressed,  and  which  I doubt  not  are 
the  opinions  of  at  least  nine-tenths  of  the  people  of 
the  state.  I am  happy,  therefore,  that  this  expres- 
sion has  been  made  by  so  respectable  a portion  Ot 
the  democratic  party  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on 
account  of  its  -tendency  to  check  the  current  of  po- 
litical error  and  popular  delusion,  which,  if  sufierep 
to  run  on  will  eventually  involve  the  country  and 
the  party  in  undistinguished  ruin. 

In  the  present  embarrassed  and  distressed  state  of 
the  community,  I regret  that  I cannot  .render  such 
service  as  an  ardent  desire  for  its  relief  would  prompt 
me  to  do.  I can  only  promise  my  best  exertions. 
If  the  democracy  of  the  state  and  union  are  true  io 
their  principles,  as  established  by  the  fathers  of  the 
party,  I trust  the  time  is  not  far  distant  w.lien,  act- 
ing upon  these  principles,  returning  prosperity  will 
crown  the  efforts  of  those  who  are  now  endeavoring 
to  restore  pub  lie -confidence,  to  correct  abuses  u here 
they  exist,  and  to  re-establish  our  credit  system  on 
a surer  and  firmer  basis. 

Gentlemen,  for  this  expression  of  kindness  on  the 
part  of  those  whom  you  represent,  and  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  has  been  communicated,  J beg  you 
to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  high  respect  and  es- 
teem, with  which  i have  the  honor  to  be’,  vour  obe- 
dient servant,  N.  P.  TALLMADGE. 

To  Judah  Hammond,  Edward  Sanford,  Garrit  Gil- 
bert, M.  M.  Quaekcnboss,  Henry  Wycoff,  Bevy. 

Birdsall  and  C.  C.  Jacobus,  esqs. 

LETTERS  OF  GOV.  I.  HILL  AND  DAVID 
HENSHAW. 

From  the  Boston  Morning  Post. 

We  have  been  favored  with  copies  of  the  follow- 
ing Letters  from  bis  excellency  governor  Hill,  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  the  honorable  David  Hen- 
shavv,  of  Boston,  to  the  committee  of. arrangements 
for  celebrating  the  late  fourth  of  July  a(  Worcester, 
and  take  much  pleasure  in  laying  them  before  our 
readers.  They  will  be  read  with  interest  at  this 
important  crisis,  coming  as  they  do  from  individuals 
of  the  experience  and  high  character  for  talents  arid 
integrity  possessed  by  these  long  tried  and  vigilant 
friends  of  democracy. 

Concord,  N.  II.  June  30,  1837. 

Sir:  I had  hoped  until  the  present  week  that  the 
legislature  of  this  state  would  have  closed  its  ses- 
sion in  season  to  admit  me  to  comply  with  your  in- 
vitation and  be  present  at  the  heart  of  your  com- 


monwealth on  the  4th — the  continued  sitting  will 
preclude  that  pleasure.  The  gratification  of  listen- 
ing to  a performance  of  the  gentleman  named  as 
your  orator,  would  alone  pay  fora  journey  of  eighty 
miles.  Your  commonwealth,  the  whole  people  of 
the  United  States,  owe  to  Robert  Rantoul,  jr.  a debt 
of  gratitude,  which  mere  partisans  will  not  be  wil- 
ling to  acknowledge.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  this  single  speech  to  your  legislature  on  the 
22d  of  March,  1836,  put  to  death  a ten  million 
monster,  which  would  have  chastised  the  people  of 
Massachusetts  with  scorpions,  as  they  have  been 
chastised  with  whips,  from  the  too  numerous  grants 
of  smaller  banks  which  have  been  made  within  the 
last  few  years.  It  has  been  charged  on  the  friends 
of  the  present  national  administration,  t hat  they  have 
been  instrumental  in  multiplying  state  banks,  and  in- 
creasing the  local  banking  capital.  Those  who  make 
the  charge  ought  i.o  know  it  is  not  true;  they  should 
be  compelled  to  acknowledge  that  it  is  ihe  self- 
styled  whig  party  who  are  most  earnest  to  increase 
banks  ami  bank  capital.  If  I do  not  misremembeiy 
the  host  of  whig  members  in  the  legislature  from 
the  city  of  Boston  unanimously  supported  the  ten 
million  bank  which  was  slain  by  the  smooth 
stone  of  truth,  slung  from  the  stripping  who  has 
contended  not  ineffectually  in  your  slate  against 
the  house  of  Saul.  1 would  that  every  man,  and 
every  man  child  in  the  U.  States,  would  read  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Rantoul,  delivered  on  the  bank  ques- 
tion in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1836.  From  in- 
controvertible past  occurrences  lie  interred  that  pre- 
cise state  of  things  which  has  since  happened;  his 
prophecy  has  proved  to  be  hislory.  The  Boston 
merchants  who  petitioned  for  the  ten  million  bank, 
when  that  madness  which  has  been  evoked  by  their 
own  acts,  shall  subside,  will  admit  that  their  condi- 
tion would  have  been  still  more  deplorable,  had  they 
gained  the  object  of  their  wishes,  the  charter  of  a 
ten  million  hank  in  Massachusetts.  It  reflects  cre- 
dit on  the  yeomanry  of  this  state,  that  the  members 
of  her  legislature  from  the  country,  who  were  rank- 
ed with  the  whigs,  convinced  by  the  facts  and  rea- 
soning of  Mr.  Rantoul,  should  cut  loose  from  the 
party  to  which  they  were  nominally  attached,  and 
assist  the  democratic  members  to  vote  down  the  ten 
million  bank.  I well  recollect,  while  a member  of 
the  senate  of  the  United  States,  with  what  joy  the 
defeat  of  that  monster  was  greeted  by  every  iriend 
of  the  administration  on  the  floor  of  that  body,  .no 
less  than  by  the  venerable  man  w ho  has  just  retired 
from  the  head  of  this  government,  and  whose  head 
and  heart  for  V'ears  have  united  in  devising  mea- 
sures to  prevent  the  calamities!  which  have  been 
brought  on  the  country  by  an  expanded  paper  cur- 
rency; and  the  vviid  speculations  which  have  been 
stimulated  bj  that  expanded  currency.  It  is  to 
such  men  as  will  meet  this  at  Worcester  (and  you 
will  excuse  this  officiousness,  tor  I am  a native  of 
Massachusetts),  that  the  country  must  look  in  the 
severest  days  of  its  trial — to  the  substantial  pro- 
ducers who  till  the  soil,  and  who  are  deemed  by  a 
portion  of  the  whigs  to  be  of  far  less  consequence 
and  less  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  govern- 
ment. than  some  others  ol  the  non-producing  classes. 
I therefore  ask  leave  to  present  the  -following  senti- 
ment: 

The  yeomanry  of  Massachusetts — most  prominent 
among  those  who  achieved  the  blessings  of  the  glo- 
rious revolution  of  1776;  they  must  in  the  end  break 
from  the  thraldom  which  the  aristocracy  of  the 
larger  cities  and  towns  has  thrown  around  them. 

1 am',  respectful^,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC)  HILL. 

To  Isaac  Davis,  esq.  chairman 
commmiltee  of  arrangements. 

Boston,  June  29,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  Colonel  Spur  handed  me  some  days 
since  your  letter  of  the  9th,  inviting  me,  in  behalf 
of  the  committee  of  arrangements,  to  attend  the 
celebration  of  the  approaching  anniversary  of  our 
national  independence  by  tiie  democratic  citizens 
of  Worcester  county. 

I need  not,  indeed  I could  not,  express  the  gra- 
tification derived- from  this  mark  of  respect;  indicat- 
ing, 1 flatter  myself,  an  approval  ot  my  political 
course  and  principles  by -the .democracy  of  my  na- 
tive county.  I have  many  and  high  !y  valued  rela- 
tives and  friends' in  that  county;  ar.d  with  that 
county,  though  I have  long  ceased  to  be  a citizen 
of  it,  are  associated  my  earliest,  and  many  of  my 
most  cherished  recollections. 

ft  would  afford  me,  too,  additional  pleasure  to 
join  with  the  democracy  of  Worcester  county  in 
this  celebration,  that  I might  listen  to  the  gifted, 
gentleman,  the  orator  of  the  day,  who  never  tails  to 
entertain  and  enlighten  those  who  are  so  fortunate 
as  to  be  of  his  audience. 

There  are  likewise  circumstances  in  our  public 
affairs  which  render  the  approaching  anniversary 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER — JULY  29,  1837 — LETTERS  OF  GOV.  IIILL  AND  DAVID  HENSHAW.  341 


one  of  peculiar  interest.  It  is  a fitting  time  I'or  the 
dSmocracy  of  this  day  to  proclaim  onr  indepen- 
dence ot  money  kings,  as  it  were  for  our  fathers  to 
break  the  shackles  of  political  tyrants. 

The  few  have  contrived  to  control  the  many, 
ami  thus  in  a good  degree  to  command  the  destiny 
of  those  who  own  the  wealth.  A large  prepon- 
derance o'  the  wealth  o(  this  nation  is  comprised  in 
its  agricultural  or  landed  interest,  and  in  the  la- 
boring, who  are  the  producing  classes.  By  means 
oi  banks  and  other  inventions,  the  self-styled  “aris- 
tocracy of  wealth”  have  taken  possession  of  much 
ol  the  property  ot  the  producing  classes,  and  still 
owe  them  for  it.  Who  owe  the  five  hundred  mil- 
lions ot  bank  debts?  Mainly  those  belonging  to 

hit  is  styled  the  moneyed  interest.  To  who  in  do 
they  owe  it?  To  the  producing  classes,  who  have 
deposited  their  earnings  in  savings  banks  and  in 
otner  banks,  who  invested  their  money  in  bank 
stocic,  or  taken  and  hold  the  bills  of  banks.  Most 
surely  “the  aristocracy  ol  wealth,”  who  hope  to 
control  “democracy  of  numbers,”  hold  on  credit 
much  ol  tile  wealth  ol  that  democracy;  and  to  ena- 
ble them  to  hold  it  more  securely  and  permanently, 
i.iey  hive  brought  about  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments. 

When  the  people  vetoed  the  great  moneyed  mo- 
nopoly, the  bank  of  the  United  States,  “the  aris- 
tocracy' ot  wealth”  laid  their  plans  to  produce  the 
utmost  derangement  in  the  monetary  system  of  the 
country,  in  the  hope  that  tile  people  would  be  thus 
compelled,  finally,  to  seek  shelter  under  a national 
bank,  as  the  least  of  actual  evils.  The  suspension 
ol  specie  payments  brought  on  by  means  of  over- 
trading, and  the  panic  systematically  contrived  and 
created  by  the  bank  partisans  with  the  aid  and 
agency  of  the  bink  presses,  is  ah  important  part  of 
the  grand  scheme  ot  that  party.  They  design  to 
derange  still  more  the  paper  currency  and  the  in- 
land exchanges,  that  in  the  confident  belief  that  the 
incorporation  ot  a national  bank,  the  sheet  anchor  of 
their  hopes,  tils  means  by  which  they  appropriate 
to  their  own  use  the  earnings  of  the  producing 
classes,  must  necessarily  follow.  When  they  shall 
hive  caused  such  a derangement  as  they  expect  to 
etfect,  one  that  shall  stop  the  wheels  of  the  trea- 
sury,  and  stay  the  interchange  of  commodities  be- 
tween tne  diiferent  sections  of  this  vast  republic, 
theywiU  11  r-C  5 upon  the  people  the  incorporation  of 
the  bank  as  the  only  certain  panacea  for  these  evils. 

But  tut  party,  I trust,  is  now  doomed,  as  it  has 
been  ever  since  the  days  of  Jefferson,  to  signal  dis- 
M1D.Tnt/n,int-  , Tile  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
so  carefully  planned  and  so  zealously  urged  by  tho 
agents  and  partizans  ol  a national  bank,  so  far  from 
being  a circumstance  in  favor  of  such  a bank,  U 
an  argument  against  it,  and  against  the  whole  prc 
sent  system  of  banking,  both  state  and  national. 

The  late  Lnited  Stales  bank  did  little  or  nothing 
and  such  a bank  never  would  do  much  to  equaliz 
the  paper  currency.  It  never  redeemed  its  ovv 
notes  over  five  dollars,  except  at  the  branche 
where  they  respectively  were  issued,  until  the  clos 
r>c  the  year  1333,  when  the  then  secretary  of  th 
treasury  compelled  it  to  adopt  a different  course 
Its  own  bills  would  have  been  no  nearer  par,  at 
distance  from  the  place  of  issue,  than  the  bills  o 
state  batiks,  if  the  United  States  had  not  mad 
them  a legal  tender  in  the  payment  of  governmen 
dues;  this  quality  may  be  given  to  the  bills  of  an- 
hank,  or  to  treasury  notes,  by  a smilar  enactmen 
in  regard  to  them. 

Tbs  late  bank  of  the  United  States  took  the  bill 
of  few  local  banks,  except  those  in  the  place 
where  it  had  branches;  and  of  course  it  could  di 
nothing  to  repress  the  issue,  or  equalize  the  valm 
of  the  bills  of  those  banks,  comprising  a very  largi 
majority  of  all  the  banks  of  the  union,  whose  bill; 
it  never  took. 

The  bills  ol  the  New  England  banks  have  beei 
kept  at  par  with  specie  and  of  uniform  value  fo 
the  last  twelve  years,  by  a system  adopted  by  them 
solves,  of  redeeming  their  issues  at  their  own  coun 
ters,  and  likewise  in  Boston,  where  the  trade  o 
this  section  of  the  country  naturally  centres.— 
These  state  institutions  effected,  of  their  own  ac 
cord,  what  the  United  States  bank  never  attemptei 
to  accomplish.  In  fact,  the  bank  of  the  Unitec 
States  has  never  done  any  thing  to  equalize  the 
currency,  except  to  boast  const  . utly  on  that  sub 
jeet  oi  doing  what  it  did  not  perform. 

What  are  the  public  benefits  of  a national  ban! 
as  claimed  by  i-'s  advocates?  They  are,  to  equalize 
the  paper  currency;  to  repress  excessive  issues  by 
state  banks;  to  facilitate  and  cheapen  domestic  o; 
inland  exchanges;  and  to  aid  the  government  ir 
the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  revenue.  I 
is  a notorious  fact,  as  I have  before  stated,  that  the 
late  bank  did  nothing  to  equalize  the  currency  o 
any  bills  except  its  own  five  dollar  notes.  So  fa; 
from  repressing  the  issues  of  the  state  banks,  it  ha: 


been  the  most  efficient  agent,  by  its  own  example, 
and  its  own  excessive  overbanking,  to  stimulate  the 
overtrading  of  the  community,  and  to  excite  the 
gambling  speculations  which  have  terminated  by 
introducing  the  present  irredeemable-  paper  cur- 
rency. 

In  regard  to  inland  exchanges,  I am  well  aware 
(hat  a bank,  with  partnership  branches  in  different 
sections  of  the  country,  can  take  inland  exchange 
on  places  where  those  brandies  are  situated,  at 
cheaper  rates  than  isolated  hanks,  because  the 
funds  are  always  on  interest  for  the  general  con- 
cern as  soon  as  they  are  collected  from  this  ex- 
change, by  any  of  those  branches.  But  state  banks 
or  individuals  could  make  similar  and  equally  ef- 
fective arrangements,  and  they  surely  would  do  it, 
when  the  great  money  monopoly,  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  all  hope  of  its  recharter,  are  en- 
tirely prostrated,  and  when  the  necessities  of  the 
community  require  such  arrangements.  The  pre- 
sent bank  of  the  United  States  has  the  same  capi- 
tal as  it  possessed  under  its  national  charter,  and, 
having  agencies  in  New  York,  Boston  and  Balti- 
more, it  has  the  same  facilities  as  formerly  for  regu- 
lating the  exchange  between  those  places,  but  it 
takes  very  little;  in  fact,  in  its  best  days,  it  dis- 
counted hut  a very  inconsiderable  portion  of  the 
whole  amount  of  exchanges  between  those  places. 

The  government  of  the  Unlfed  States  are  clothed 
by  the  constitution  with  certain  powers  to  enable 
them  to  perform  the  duties  prescribed  by  that  in- 
strument. The  officers  authorised  to  be  appointed 
by  tiie  constitution  and  laws,  must  be  competent  to 
the  performance  of  the  duties  required  by  the  con- 
stitution, or  the  frame  of  government  is  essentially 
defective.  I cannot  persuade  myself  that  any  de- 
fect of  this  kind  exists;  on  the  contrary,  I firmly 
believe  that  the  public  officers  who  may  be  appoint- 
ed under  the  constitution,  would  be  competent  to 
discharge  all  the  duties  required  of  the  government, 
without  calling  in  the  aid  of  any  bank,  state  or  na- 
tional. 

There  are,  no  doubt,  great  facilities  and  advan- 
tages in  the  transactions  of  government,  as  of  pri- 
vate business,  where  large  sums  are  to  be  moved, 
by  the  use  of  a credit,  or  paper  currency,  which 
is  kept  at  a par  with  coin.  This  currency  the  go- 
varmnent  can  provide  better  without,  than  with, 
the  agency  of  banks.  If  congress  will  authorise 
tils  issue  of  treasury  notes,  adequate  to  the  wants 
of  the  government,  and  of  convenient  denomina- 
tion, and  will  require  that  these  notes,  or  specie, 
and  no  other  currency,  shall  be  received  and  paid 

all  money  transactions  with  the  government, 
under  the  direction  of  public  officers  duly  autho- 
rised for  that  purpose,  I am  quite  sure  that  in  future 
neither  the  government  nor  the  public  creditor 
would  experience  any  embarrassment  from  tire 
failure  of  banks,  or  from  the  introduction  of  a de- 
preciated paper  money.  The  people,  too,  under 
such  an  arrangement,  would  receive  back,  through 
the  treasury,  what  they  have  always  paid,  and 
what,  heretofore,  has  gone  into  the  pockets  of  bank 
stockholders,  the  profits  arising  from  the  circula- 
tion of  a paper  currency.  To  say  nothing,  then, 
of  the  nnconstitutionality  of  a national  bank,  poli- 
cy, so  far  as  the  wants  of  the  government  and  the 
great  i rite  rests  of  the  producing  classes  are  con- 
cerned, forbids  its  incorporation. 

Congress  has  the  power  to  coin  money  arid  regu- 
late the  value  thereof,  and  to  fix  the  value  of  foreign 
coin.  States  can  make  nothing  but  this  gold  and 
silver,  thus  regulated  and  fixed,  a legal  tender.  The 
people,  under  these  legal  provisions,  have  a fixed 
standard  by  which  to  settle  all  their  contracts;  and 
I have  no  belief  that  the  present,  or  any  future  con- 
gress, will  sanction  the  circulation  of  a depreciated 
bank  paper,  by  receiving  it  for  debts  due  to  the 
United  States,  or  by  making  it  a tender  in  the  pay- 
ment of  individual  contracts.  To  receive  the  cur- 
rency of  the  banks  for  duties,  would  be  ruinous  to 
I he  manufacturing  interest  by  a virtual  reduction  of 
the  tariff,  and  would  destroy  the  uniformity  of  duties 
at  the  different  ports  contemplated  by  the  constitu- 
tion. 

It  is  no  more  the  duty  ot  the  government  to  regu- 
late the  price  of  inland,  than  of  foreign  exchange, 
or  than  it  is  to  fix  the  prices  of  the  various  articles 
of  produce  and  merchandise,  nor  could  they  do  it 
were  they  to  attempt  it.  They  must  leave  the  one 
and  the  other  to  be  regulated  by  the  wants  and  the 
competition  of  individuals.  If  the  United  States 
will  take,  and  pay  in  their  own  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements, nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  and  their 
own  treasury  notes,  the  people  would,  probably, 
soon  discard  the  irredeemable,  and  in  a great  mea- 
sure worl bless,  paper  of  the  banks.  The  hanks  in- 
that  case  would  soon  be  compelled  to  resume  specie 
payments,  or  own  themselves  insolvent.  But  if  they 
did  not,  if  the  people  choose  to  take  and  pass,  in 
their  dealings  with  one  another,  irredeemable  bank 


notes,  as  they  often  do  private  notes,  it  would  he  in 
the  exercise  of  their  free  volition — it  would  be  a 
matter  ot  choice  and  not  of  compulsion,  with  w hich 
the  government  need  not  interfere,  and  indeed 
would  have  no  right  to  interfere. 

One  salutary  effect  will  undoubtedly  result  from 
the  suspension  ol  specie  payments — a general  dis- 
trust of  the  present  banking  system,  and  a fixed  de- 
termination on  the  part  of  (he  great  voting  masses 
of  the  country,  that  the  government  shall  disconnect 
itself  entirely  from  all  banks;  and  that  the  producing 
classes  will  become  more  and  more  in  favor  of  a 
hard  mon-y  currency,  convinced  by  dear  bought 
experience  of  its  superior  wealth. 

As  my  engagements  will  deprive  me  of  the  gra- 
tification of  participating  personally  in  the  festivi- 
ties of  the  occasion,  I beg  you  will  offer  for  me  the 
subjoined  toast;  and  that  you  will  accept  for  your- 
self and  present  to  the  gentlemen  you  represent, 
my  grateful  acknowledgments  of  this  mark  of  res- 
pect. 

The  public  business:  A speedy  and  final  divorce 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States  from  all  hank 
governments  and  bank  agencies  in  the  management 
of  the  public  revenue,  and  in  the  performance  of 
their  official  duties. 

With  very  great  regard,  I have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  obedient  servant. 

DAVID  HENSHAW. 


ANTI-BANK  CONVENTION. 

An  anti-bank  convention  was  held  at  Harrisburgh, 
Pa.  on  the  4th  inst.  The  number  of  delegates,  in- 
cluding several  members  of  the  reform  convention, 
is  stated  at  thirty.  After  various  propositions  and 
much  discussion,  the  following  address,  preamble 
and  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Address  to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania. 

Fellow  citizens:  The  crisis  that  now  impends 
over  our  country  will  justify  this  address  to  your 
cttlm  judgment  and  enlightened  patriotism,  and  se- 
cure for  it,  we  trust,  a careful  and  dispassionate  con- 
sideration. 

It  is  no  less  the  duty,  than  it  is  the  natural  dis- 
position of  intelligent  and  reflecting  men,  on  all 
occasions  of  doubt  and  difficulty  to  weigh  well 
every  circumstance  around  them,  and  to  apply  with 
candor  and  sincerity  to  every  source  from  whence 
light  to  direct  their  course,  or  relief  to  mitigate  the 
evils  they  suffer,  can  be  expected.  We  shall  make 
no  apology,  nor  invoke  your  attention  further,  than 
to  appeal  at  once  to  your  intelligent  understanding, 
and  ask  you  to  sit  down  with  us-and  reason  togeth- 
er, upon  the  high  duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of 
every  one  of  us  to  discharge.  If  vve  would,  vve  can- 
not evade  or  escape  from  the  fulfilment  of  that  obli- 
gation which  rests  on  every  responsible  citizen, 
when  extraordinary  perils,  either  from  within  or 
without,  threaten  to  prostrate  the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  and  with  it  all  that  belongs  to  individual 
happiness  and  national  glory. 

The  occasion  is  too  solemn  and  momentous  for 
political  influence  or  partisan  rivalry  to  bias  any 
man’s  action.  Nothing  but  the  purest  love  of 
country  should  dictate  the  line  of  policy  to  be  adopt- 
ed; and,  in  this  address,  if  we  are  guided  by  any 
other  spirit  than  this,  discard  its  suggestions  and  its 
arguments  with  contempt.  Drawn  from  among  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  at  this  season  of  general 
engagement  and  industry,  by  the  paramount  duty' 
of  devotion  to  the  public  interest,  the  individual 
members  of  this  convention  cannot  but  feel  that 
they  have  as  deep  a stake  in  the  favorable  issue  of 
the  present  deranged  and  distracted  condition  of 
our  monetary  affairs,  as  any  whom  they  address. 

It  would  be  idle,  therefore,  if  not  criminal,  for  us 
to  aim  at  any  other  object,  in  our  proceedings,  than 
the  public  good,  in  which  is  involved  the  rights,  in- 
terests and  welfare  of  all. 

True,  we  may  not  be  exempt  from  mistake  in 
opinion,  but  the  associated  wisdom  and  experience 
of  a body  of  your  fellow  citizens,  respectable,  we 
hope,  both  in  number  and  in  standing,  will  be 
Worthy  of  some  regard. 

Our  sentiments  are  offered  to  you  as  the  fruit  of 
much  reflection  and  attentive  observation  on  the 
existing  state  of  things.  The  first  consideration 
that  must  present  itself  to  every  man’s  mind,  is 
what  is  onr  present  condition!  The  second,  what 
produced  it — and  the  third,  how  is  it  lo  be  remedied? 
To  these  three  propositions,  your  attention  is  ear- 
nestly invited: 

I.  The  present  condition  of  the  United  States,  in 
reference  to  the  currency,  and  all  branches  of  bu- 
siness that  are  intimately  connected  with,  and  de- 
pending upon  it,  is  wiittenin  characters  too  plain 
and  vivid  to  need  much  illustration  from  us. 

In  Pennsylvania,  especially,  it  is  deeply  engraved 
on  every  foot  of  our  soil. 

If  we  turn  to  the  deserted  streets  of  our  cities,  it 
is  proclaimed  in  language  not  to  be  misunderstood- 


342 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— JULY  29,  1837— ANTI-BANK  CONVENTION. 


If  we  traverse  our  canals  and  rail  roads,  we  find  1 
the  “panic”  prophecy  fulfilled;  they  are,  indeed,  “a 
barren  waste,”  and  bear  the  indubitable  marks  of 
premature  desertion  and  decay.  JN'early  one-half 
the  cars  and  boats  are  withdrawn  from  operation, 
and  whatremains  have  little  to  do.  The  offices  are 
almost  sinecures.  Their  pay,  and  the  interest  on 
the  debt  contracted  in  the  construction  of  our  canals 
and  rail  roads,  remain  the  same  as  in  seasons  of 
prosperity,  while  the  revenue  derived  from  them  is 
lamentably  deficient.  Urdess  this  downward  course 
be  speedily  arrested,  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  is  on 
the  high  way  to  bankruptcy  and  ruin. 

If  we  survey  the  smaller  towns,  and  til?  country 
at  large,  what  do  we  behold  but  business  interrupt- 
ed, merchants  and  mechanics  idle,  all  the  necessa- 
ries of  life  exhorbitantly  high,  the  means  to  pur- 
chase them  straitened.  Creditors  pressing  their  de- 
mands, and  debtors  unable  to  pay.  The  banks 
closed,  the  specie  in  their  vaults,  shut  up  from  the 
public,  their  notes  not  convertible  into  gold  and 
silver,  the  law's,  of  the  state  shamefully  violated,  and 
immense  issues  of  unlawful  paper  money  rushing 
iiiiu  ciiculuiiuu  in  alt  quarters  ot  tne  state,  to  the 
banishmentand  exclusion  of  the  specie,  with  which, 
one  year  ago,  the  country  abounded  more  plentiful- 
ly than  at  any  former  period  in  the  history  of  our 
republic.  Brokers,  shavers  and  speculators,  the 
ill-omened  birds  of  prey  that  swarm  round  the  pros- 
trate carcase  of  the  public  currency,  are  increasing 
and  thrivingon  the  wants  and  misfortunes  of  the  com- 
munity. The  notes  of  the  eastern  banks,  at  a high 
discount  in  the  western  part  of  the  state,  and  the 
notes  of  the  western  banks  at  a still  higher  discount 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state,  and  the  citizens  of 
the  different  extremities  of  our  wide  spread  union, 
almost  cut  off  fioin  each  other  in  commercial  inter- 
course, and  rendered  aliens  in  their  own  land.  In 
a word,  the  currency,  the  very  life-blood  of  business 
in  this  active,  enterprising  and  thrifty  nation,  is  so 
deeply  diseased  already,  that  a general  paralysis 
has  seized  upon  our  prosperity,  and  although  o«r 
government  is  the  most  free  and  fostering  in  the 
world,  menaces,  if  some  corrective  be  not  applied, 
to  sweep  it  with  the  besom  of  destruction.  To  the 
general  view  of  the  subject  here  given,  may  be  add- 
ed, this  of  an  individual  nature,  that  every  man  who 
thinks  he  has  the  honest  representative  oflive  dollars 
in  his  pocket,  in  the  shape  of  a five  dollar  bill,  is 
egregiously  mistaken,  for  owing  to  the  deprecia- 
tion of  bank  notes,  it  is  in  reality  worth  little  more 
than  three  dollars,  so  that  every  man  who  has  in  his 
possession,  or  is  compelled  to  take  paper  money  of 
great  or  small  denominations,  has  at  once  a practical 
illustration  of  the  injustice  and  fluctuation  of  the 
system.  This  is  no  exaggerated  picture,  fellow 
citizens;  proofs  of  its  sad  reality  are  before  us,  and 
around  us,  on  all  sides.  The  description,  harrowing 
as  it  is,  is  re-echoed  from  city  ami  country,  from 
hill  top  and  valley,  in  all  sections  of  the  land. 

The  fr:»  relation  of  our  national  prosperity  is 
shaken,  but  not  overthrown.  The  nation  is  too 
youthful  and  vigorous,  the  holds  of  corruption  are 
too  weak,  the  energy  of  industry,  and  the  impulse 
of  patriotism,  are  too  strong  to  yield  more  than  a 
temporary  submission  to  the  storm.  Let  us  be  on 
the  alert,  and  call  into  action  the  inborn  spirit  of 
the  American  people,  ascertain  the  causes  that  have 
produced  these  evils,  and  the  remedies  that  are 
practicable,  and  we  will  rise  again  with  new  strung 
nerves  for  the  contest,  and  augmented  wisdom  to 
provide  against  their  future  recurrence,  obtained  in 
the  dear  bom  ht  but  precious  school  of  experience. 

After  this  general  depression  has  done  its  work, 
the  resuscitation  of  general  and  individual  prospe- 
rity, will  in  one  or  two  years,  by  the  adoption  of 
proper  measures,  not  only  restore  to  us  what  has 
been  lost,  but  will  fully  compensate  for  every  evil, 
in  the  stability  and  security  that  will  be  imparted  to 
our  currency. 

II.  Having  adverted  to  the  existing  condition  of 
the  country,  it  next  becomes  necessary,  in  order  to 
provide  a remedy,  that  the  causes  which  have  led 
to  it  should  be  examined,  and,  if  possible,  that 
means  to  eradicate  them  be  pointed  out.  It  wifi 
not  become  essential  to  take  up  and  consider  sepa- 
rately the  various  causes  that  have  been  assigned  by 
different  writers.  It  will  be  enough  to  say,  that 
neither  the  removal  of  the  deposites — the  specie 
circular,  nor  all  or  any  of  the  measures  of  president 
Jackson’s  administration,  have  produced,  or  could 
by  any  natural  possibility,  have  produced  the  present 
state  of  affairs.  Those  measures,  important  as  they 
were,  to  check  the  spread  of  the  disorders  in  the 
currency,  and  to  lay  the  foundation  for  their  final 
cure  and  correction,  could  no  more  produce  the  vast 
and  violent  convulsions  that  vve  have  already  decrih- 
ed — than,  according  to  Mr.  Biddle’s  metaphor,  the 
shifting  of  the  ballast  could  arouse  the  storm  that 
dashes  the  ship  on  the  breakers — or  the  bubbles  that  . 
dance  on  th©  bosom  of  the  ocean  could  produce  the.  I 


1 mighty  upheaving  waves  that  toss  them  to  the  winds. 
The  causes  lie  deeper  than  any  measures  within  tin 
constitutional  power  of  the  whole  legislative  a nri 
executive  departments  of  the  general  government  to 
devise  and  adopt.  ' 

Touching  the  immediate  interests  of  the  people,, 
in  so  few  points,  any  system  of  legislation  on  the 
part  of  the  national  government,  must,  of  necessity, 
merely  regulate  and  cannot  create  the  multifarious 
operations  of  the  whole  community.  Let  it  be  re- 
collected, too,  that  in  this  instance,  the  premonitory 
symptoms  of  the  final  catastrophe,  began  to  be  ex- 
hibited before  gen.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  pre- 
sidency at  all.  It  is  true,  that  during  his  adminis- 
tration, the  causes  that  were  before  at  work  silently 
and  secretly,  have  been  acccderated  by  his  efforts  to 
remove  them,  and  thus  prove  most  incontestibly  that 
they  were  seated  in  the  system  he  sought  to  amend, 
and  not  in  his  measures  to  effect  it.  This  position 
is  susceptible  of  such  clear  demonstration,  that  no 
honest  man  can  doubt  it. 

What  was  that  system  against  which  all  the  ener- 
gies of  president  Jackson’s  powerful  mind,  and 
transcendant  popularity,  aided  by  the  zealous  co-op- 
eration of  the  people,  was  directed  for  eight  event- 
ful years,  without  completing  the  salutary  reforms 
that  were  essential  to  render  it  beneficial  to  the 
country?  Your  own  experience  and  good  judgment 
will  point  at  once  to  the  unchecked  and  uncontrol- 
led BANKING  SYSTEM,  that  has  been  for  years 
growing  up  in  this  country,  under  our  short-sighted 
and  improvident  legislation.  That  system  commenc- 
ing on  a small  scale,  shortly  after  the  establishment 
of  our  government,  amidst  the  wants  and  fluctua- 
tions of  the  time — when  our  boundless  extent  of 
territory — arid  our  mineral  and  agricultural  sources 
of  wealth  opened  fruitful  fields  for  enterprise  and 
speculation,  and  when  capital,  or  something  that 
would  answer  as  the  representative  of  capital,  was 
alone  wanting  to  develope  them  fully,  and  elevate 
our  country  to  a condition  independent  of  the  capi- 
talists of  Europe,  has  been  steadily  and  constantly 
extending  itself,  under  various  pretexts,  until  it  has 
finally  become  so  firmly  interwoven  with  all  (he 
business  concerns  of  the  country,  as  to  hold  them 
absolutely  in  its  embrace,  and  to  crush  them  in  its 
fall  to  the  dust.  Whether  the  origin  of  this  system 
was  right  or  wrong,  it  is  needless  now  to  inquire. 
It  is  sufficient,  that  at  its  very  commencement 
there  were  not  wanting  men  of  profound  sagacity 
and  disinterested  patriotism  who  predicted  the  very 
result  that  has  been  realized  in  our  age,  and  who 
urged  against  its  adoption  what  was  then  prophecy, 
but  is  now  fact,  that  any  system  based  on  such  er- 
roneous principles  as  the  hanking  systoin,  would 
in  this  free  republic,  tend  to  the  establishment  of 
favored  classes — distinctions  between  the  rich  and 
the  poor — a fluctuating  currency — and  a spirit  of 
fostering  mad  and  ruinous  schemes  of  speculations, 
which  would  eventually  overturn  the  most  stable 
government,  and  reduce  to  poverty  and  wretched- 
ness the  most  active  and  industrious  people  on  the 
face  of  the  globe. 

We  submit  to  your  candid  judgment,  fellow  citi- 
zens, whether  such  has  not  been  its  tendency. 

We  know  it  is  sometimes  said,  that  the  evils 
have  beeii  brought  on  by  “overtrading  and  specula- 
tion”— and  strong  instances  are  given  to  prove  the 
truth  of  this  statement.  That  these  causes  have 
contributed  to  the  general  result,  will  not  be  denied 
— but  not  as  primary  causes.  To  a certain  extent, 
they  are  effects  and  not  causes.  They  are  ail  pow- 
erful, when  nourished  and  sustained  by  an  uncon- 
trolled banking  system  like  ours — but  without  it, 
they  would  be  harmless  if  not  laudable  manifesta- 
tions of  enterprise.  No  man  will  engage  in  specu- 
lation, or  in  overtrading,  unless  he  lias  capital  or 
credit,  which  for  all  practical  purposes  is  the  same 
thing.  Credit  is  the  greatest  incentive  to  hot!),  and 
credit  is  the  corner  stone  of  our  system  of  banking. 
The  fundamental  defect  is,  that  according  to  the 
principles  on  which  our  banks  have  all  been  incor- 
porated, they  may  be  established,  and  go  into  ope- 
rations on  credit,  or  a “fictitious  capital,”  alone. — 
Their  very  existence  is  ideal.  They  are  mere 
phantoms  that  inhabit  their  own  vaults.  The  offi- 
cers and  stockholders,  when  acting  in  their  official 
capacity,  are  vested  with  artificial  intangibility — 
and  hence  in  their  dealings  with  men,  they  are  go- 
verned by  different  considerations  from  what  they 
would  be,  if  each  acted  for  himself,  and  was  direct- 
ly and  personally  responsible  for  his  conduct. — . 
From  these  peculiarities  of  the  banking  system,  it 
follows,  that  its  existence  in  a country,  supplies  a 
vast  amount  of  false  capital,  and  holds  Out  a lure  “to 
th"  speculator  and  trader,  to  engage  as  deeply  as 
he  can,  for  he  is  still  safe  while  he  is  able  to  obtain 
credit,  no  matter  what,  may  be  his  debts  and  his  ob 
I ligations.  Thus  a false  impulse  is  given,  to  all 
I kinds  oi  business,  and  projects  the  most  futile  and 


absurd,  find  promoters,  and  abundance  of  money  to 
promote  them. 

Thus  also  it  happens  in  the  prosecution  of  these 
operations  men  become  indebted  to  foreigners,  to 
each  other  at  home,  and  to  the  banks — and  the 
banks  contract  the  same  kind  of  debts — and  when 
payment  is  demanded,  it  can  only  be  made  bv  en- 
larged credits — by  incorporating  additional  banks 
— and  increased  issues  of  paper  money.  When  in- 
dividuals or  banks  become  involved  in  debt,  they 
resort  to  the1  same  means  for  extrication.  They 
play  a bold  game  (for  a game  it  is),  stretch  their 
credit  to  the  utmost  limit,  and  in  common  phrase, 
“make  or  break”  by  the  adventure. 

In  the  case  of  individuals,  when  eredit  fails,  the 
benefit  of  the  insolvent  law  is  their  remedy — and 
in  the  case  of  the  banks,  a suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments. And  the  effect  upon  their  creditors  and  the 
public,  are  in  both  cases  the  same. 

This  is  the  process,  and  tiiis  the  course  that  has 
led  to  the  existing  state  of  things.  We  appeal  to 
the  history  of  the  country  for  its  confirmation.  Let 
any  man  examine  the  amount  of  nominal  banking 
capital,  at  different  periods — and  also  the  spirit  of 
speculation  and  overtrading  as  indicated  by  the  im- 
ports of  the  country — the  sales- of  public  lands — the 
price  of  labor  and  of  the  various  commercial  com- 
modities— and  the  project  of  new  towns  and  cities, 
turnpike,  canal  and  rail  road  companies,  ami  lie 
will  find  in  all  cases,  the  latter  bear  a strict  relative 
proportion  to  the  former.  As  banks  have  increas- 
ed, so  have  the  consequences  just  enumerated,  in- 
creased in  the  same  proportion.  We  might,  have 
spread  the  .statistical  lacls  before  you,  but  we  do 
not  wisii  to  swell  this  address  to  a greater  length 
Ilian  is  necessary — and  if  any  doubt,  iet  them  con- 
sult the  records  that  are  accessible  to  all. 

The  truth  of  this  view  of  tile  subject  is  further 
illustrated  by  the  mad  tenacity  with  which  presi- 
dent Jackson’s  attempts  at,  reform  were  resisted  on 
the  part  of  the  banks  and  their  friends.  The  rot- 
tenness of  the  system  is  proved  by  tiie  tremor  arid 
agitation  with  which  ihe  first  exposure  of  its  dele- 
terious operation  was  received.  The  bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  great  self-styled  “balance  wheel” 
of  the  system — put  forth  its  utmost  energies,  and 
was  joined  by  its  stripling  coadjutors,  to  prostrate 
president  Jackson — and  to  grasp  the  sceptre  of  su- 
preme power. 

Instead  of  co-operating  with  the  government,  to 
remove  some  at  least,  of  the  most  obvious  -defects’ 
oi'  the  system,  they. clung  with  inflexible  resolution 
to  them  all,  and  at  the  very  time  when  the  issues  of 
paper  money  ought  to  have  been  gradually  and 
prudently  cAiwctcd,  mey  were  expanded  to  an  in- 
ordinate degree,  and  many  additional  banks  were 
chartered  by  t lie  several  state  legislatures,  under 
the  influence  of  threats,  panics  and  pressures  creat- 
ed lor  the  purpose.  To  counteract  the  wide  spread- 
ing evil,  under  a wise  recommendation  of  the  na- 
tional executive,  a large  amount  of  gold  and  silver 
had  been  forced  into  circulation,  but  the  increase  of 
banks,  and  the  expansion  of  the  paper  circulation 
were  so  great,  that  this  specie  has  been  swallowed 
up  already,  and  is  now  expelled  or  withdrawn  from 
circulation,  by  small  notes,  or  is  hoarded  up  by  the 
banks,  and  private  individuals,  and  exported  lo  Eu- 
rope, scarce  a vestige  of  it  comparatively  speaking, 
remaining  in  circulation.  That  banking  system 
which  admits  of  sucli  results,  is  radically  wrong, 
and  opposed  to  the  best  interests  of  the  people. 

In  England,  similar  results  have  'followed  similar 
causes,  and  the  experience  of  the  banking  system 
there,  affords  powerful  and  conclusive  proof,  that 
the  positions  which  We  have  endeavored  to  main- 
tain, in  regard  to  our  own  banking  system,  are  un- 
deniably, true.  Indeed,  so  intimate  are  the  com- 
mercial relations  of  England  and  the  United  States, 
and  so  blended  together  are  the  transactions  of  the 
bank  of  England  and  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  that  nothing-  can  materially  affect  the  one, 
without  affecting  the  other.  The  bank  of  England 
having  agreed  to  export  so  much  of  the  gold  and 
silver  of  that  country,  as  lo  render  it  inconvenient 
to  command,  at  all  times,  enough  to  redeem  its  own 
notes,  and  to  meet  its  other  specie  engagements. 
Lad  thought  proper  to  require  from  the  banks  of 
this  country,  its  debtors,  to  return  tile  necessary 
sum  for  that  purpose.  This  was  either  an  excel 
lent,  real  or  pretended  cause  for  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States  of  Pennsylvania  to  suspend  specie  payments, 
and  to  compel  all  the  other  banks  to  follow  shit, 
and  likewise  to  enable  their  friends  to  put  forth  a 
copious  supply'  of  small  notes,  to  take  the  place  of 
the  specie,  and  to  bolster  up  the  immaculate  credit 
system,  just  tottering  to  its  fall.  Such  is  the  true 
secret  of  two  of  the  most  important  events,  the 
“suspension  of  specie  payments,”  and  the  “issue 
of  small  notes,”  that  characterize  ihe  pr’esem 
times.  And  such  also  is  ihe  universality  and  iden- 
tity of  .effects  flowing  from  this  credit  system 
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throughout  the  old  and  the  new  world.  It  is  one 
and  the  .same  thing,  wherever  it  reaches,  and  has  a 
kindred  interest  in  all  parts  of  the  commercial 
world. 

Hut  as  this  convention  has  been  assembled  to 
consider  the  state  of  affairs,  more  particularly  in 
Pennsylvania,  we  will  turn  our  attention  to  this- 
state  alone,  for  a few  moments,  although  what  has 
been  already  remarked  of  the  condition  df  things, 
at  large,  has  included  our  own  in  a general  sense. 
The  extent  of  our  territory — the  fertility  of  our 
soil — the  inexhaustible  resources  of  our  mineral 
wealth — the  industry,  enterprise  and  number  of  our 
citizens,  have  all  destined  Pennsylvania  to  be  the 
key-stone  of  the  union,  and  one  of  the  first  in  bu- 
siness and  importance,  among  the  sister  states. — 
That  we  should  find  here,  as  much  banking  capital 
as  in  any  other  state,  is  therefore  natural,  and  per- 
fectly conformable  to  the  general  order  of  things  in 
other  states.  But  that  we  should  possess  nearly 
treble  the  amount  of  banking  capital  of  any  other 
state  of  the  union,  is  a most  surprising  fact,  and 
one  that  demands  some  explanation.  Did  our  bu- 
siness operations  bear  the  same  relative  proportion 
to  those  of  New  York,  and  other  large  states,  that 
our  banking  capital  does  to  theirs,  we  might  have 
supposed  that  it  was,  in  some  degree,  the  olfspring 
of  a real  or  supposed  necessity,  but  this  is  not  the 
fact.  Our  banking  capital  is  of  mushroom  growth, 
for  upwards  of  two-thirds  of  it  has  sprung  into  be- 
ing within  the  last  two  years. 

The  amount  of  bank  capital  incorporated  in 
Pennsylvania  when  governor  Ritner  was  elected, 
was  $17,000,000 — the  amount  now  existing  in 
Pennsylvania  is  about  fifty-eight  millions  of  dollars, 
so  that  under  the  auspices  of  governor  Ritner  and 
his  friends,  it  has  been  improvidently  increased 
about  forty-one  millions  of  dollars  in  less  than  two 
years.  Neither  reason  nor  necessity  can  be  plead- 
ed in  justification  or  excuse  of  this  ruinous  policy. 
Its  origin  can  only  be  found  in  a morbid  excitement 
of  that  wild  spirit  of  speculation,  which  has  been 
always  nurtured  and  sustained  by  our  empty  credit 
system.  As  we  have  already  observed,  the  mea- 
sures of  the  national  administration,  during  the  last 
eight  years,  were  calculated  to  impose  some  check 
on  the  extension  of  this  system,  and  in  their  ope- 
ration had  levelled  the  most  powerful  and  the  most 
dangerous  of  the  foster  mothers  of  speculation  and 
overtrading  with  the  dust.  The  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  the  head  and  front  of  the  credit  system 
in  this  country,  connected  with,  and  supported  by 
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supremacy  of  the  popular  will,  and  had  it  been  suf- 
fered to  sink  quietly  to  rest,  it  would  have  been  not 
merely  a barren  victory  over  that  all-pervading 
spirit,  that  has  terminated  in  the  present  disorders 
of  the  currency,  but  it  would  have  constituted  a 
substantial  and  salutary  reform.  A concurrence  of 
most  extraordinary  events  had  placed  governor  Rit- 
ner and  his  friends  in  power,  just  as  this  was  about 
to  be  consummated,  and  they,  with  that  blind  dis- 
regard of  consequences  that  ever  signalizes  the 
speculator,  and  the  disciple  of  credit  delusion, 
snatched  the  expiring  institution  from  impending 
dissolution,  and  conferred  upon  it  a prolonged  ex- 
istence, with  unheard  of  powers.  So  great  an  in- 
crease of  the  nominal  capital  of  a single  state,  and 
at  one  point,  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  so  short  a 
time,  wras  sought  to  be  justified,  on  the  ground  that 
it  would  be  an  actual  addition  of  thirty-five  millions 
of  dollars  to  the  capital  of  the  state,  which  would 
not  only  enable  it  to  meet  the  shock  attending  the 
extinction  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  but 
would  supply  abundance  of  money  to  complete  our 
wide  extended  internal  improvements,  and  prepare 
Pennsylvania  to  outstrip,  in  the  march  of  advance- 
ment and  prosperity,  every  other  state  and  nation 
in  the  world.  The  charter  of  that  institution  was 
hailed  as  a new  era,  by  governor  Ritner  and  his  ad- 
herents, which  would  be  regarded  by  after  ages  as 
the  proudest  in  the  annals  of  the  state.  We  were 
to  be  rescued  from  debt,  bankruptcy  ami  ruin,  and 
the  basis  of  our  prosperity  resting  on  this  bank, 
was  to  be  as  firm  as  the  everlasting  hills. 

But  how  ha3  experience  falsified  all  these  cheer- 
ing prophecies!  The  very  reverse  is  true.  The 
supporters  of  the  credit  system  in  the  other  states, 
and  in  England,  were  struck  aghast  at  the  temerity 
of  Pennsylvania.  The  bank,  under  whose  sway, 
as  a national  institution,  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try had  reeled  and  rocked  for  twenty  years,  as  soon 
it  became  a state  institution,  was  so  obviously  dis- 
proportioned  to  the  wants  and  conditions  of  the 
country,  as  to  throw  the  entire  credit  system  into 
confusion,  and  bring  it  precipitately  upon  our 
heads. 

This  catrastrophe  has  doubtless  been  hastened 
by  the  ruinous  policy  of  the  advisers  of  gov.  Rit- 
ner, in  their  conduct  in  reference  to  all  the  mea- 
sures of  the  national  government.  They  have 


spread  panics,  pressures  and  false  alarms  through- 
out the  country,  until  public  opinion,  both  here  and 
abroad,  is  worked  up  to  a state  of  feverish  excite- 
ment, sinking  and  rising  alternately  at  every 
breeze,  as  unfixed  and  unsteady  as  the  wind  that 
swayed  it.  They  seemed  to-  have  labored  to  de- 
stroy confidence,  and'  to  depreciate  our  credit,  with 
so  much  assiduity  and  success,  that  both  in  this 
country  and  in.  Europe,  our  merchants,  business 
men  and  banks,  are  believed  to  be  on  the  very 
verge  of  insolvency.  And  how  righteously  does 
divine  justice  order  its  retribution,  for  the  very 
men  who  now  endure  these  sufferings  most  deeply, 
are  the  authors  of  those  calumnies  on  the  country 
and  its  government,  which  have  accelerated  the 
crisis!  It  is  now  upon  us  and  let  a candid  world 
judge  who  is  to  blame. 

III.  The  remedy  to  be  proposed  is  not  as  easily 
carried  into  ell'ect  as  it  is  suggested.  It  is  evidently 
to  be  found  in  removing,,  or  in  checking  and  con- 
trolling effectually  the  causes  that  have  led  to  our 
present  situation.  If  a credit  system,  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  system,  be  radically  defective  and 
wrong*  in  itself,  the  remedy  must  consist  in  abro- 
gating the  entire  system,  or  in  so  regulating  it  as  to 
correct  its  defects.  Much  must  be  left  to  the  wisdom 
of  the  legislature,  but  we  may  safely  assert  that  it 
is  entirely  practicable  to  restrict  the  banking  sys- 
tem, so  as  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  calamity 
it  has  now  brought  upon  us,  without  materially  af- 
fecting the  existing  rights  and  privileges  of  any  in- 
dividuals. Render  the  liability  of  the  stockholders 
direct  and  effectual — restrain  the  issue  of  notes  to 
an  equal  proportion  to  the  captal  actually  paid  in — 
prohibit  the  issue  of  notes  of  a less  denomination 
than  $20,  and  eventually  a larger  amount — limit 
the  amount  of  capital  and  the  number  of  banks  in 
the  state,  and  we  shall  very  speedily1-  reduce  the 
credit  system  to  a sound  practical  standard — anni- 
hilate wild  speculations — forever  prevent  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments,  and  lay  a solid  founda- 
tion for  a better  currency,  by  gelling  rid, An  a few 
years,  of  the  whole  system  itself.  This  is  the  basis 
on  which  future  legislation  must  proceed,  to  restore 
gold  and  silver — expel  small  notes,  and  bring  the 
banking  system  within  the  reach  of  the  people. 

The  £rst  step,  fellow-citizens,  is  to  elect  such 
members  to  the  legislature  as  will  honestly  and 
faithfully  adhere  to  these  principles;  elect  no  man 
who  will  not  pledge  himself  to  carry  them  into  full 
effect  Be  not  deceived  by  the  hypocritical  profes- 
sions of  gov.  Ritner  and  his  friends,  of  attachment 
to  the  same  principles.  Will  any  rational  man  be- 
lieve, that  he  and  they,  tile  supple  instruments  of 
the  banking  system,  are  in  favor  of  imposing  upon 
it  salutary  restraint,  and  touching  it  with  the  firm 
and  fearless  hand  of  reform?  Will  any  man,  in  his 
senses,  believe  that  governor  Ritner,  who  proved, 
assenting  to  charter  the  United  States  bank,  his  ig- 
norance of  the  nature  of  our  banking  system — will 
now  abandon  his  ground,  and  either  recommend  or 
sanction  measures  that  will  aim  the  keenest  sar- 
casm at  his  own  mad  and  ruinous  policy?  Does 
any  man  suppose,  that  the  party  who  support  gov. 
Ritner,  who  have  at  all  limes  ridiculed  and  con- 
demned every  measure  of  president  Jackson  upon 
this  subject — will  now  become  converts  to  these 
measures,  relinquish  not  only  opposition,  but  these 
means  of  subsistence,  and  become  at  once  “hard 
money”  advocates?  The  supposition  is  too  ridicu- 
lous for  refutation,  coine  from  what  quarter  it  may. 

That  congress  can  do  little  to  alleviate  our  pre- 
sent condition,  is  apparent  not  only  from  the  fact 
that  the  causes  we  have  mentioned  had  not  their 
origin  with  the  national  government,  but  from  the 
admission  of  conspicuous  advocates  of  the  banking 
system  themselves — that  such  is  the  ease.  Some 
time  ago,  Mr.  Biddle,  in  a letter  to  the  hon.  J.  Q. 
Adams,  stated  that  if  the  specie  circular  was  re- 
pealed, the  derangement  of  the  currency  would  be 
corrected  in  twenty-four  hours.  Since  that  time 
Mr.  Adams  has  addressed  a letter  to  his  constitu- 
ents, in  which  he  dissents  from  Mr.  Biddle’s  opi- 
nion entirely,  and  attributes  to  the  same  causes, 
very  nearly  what  we  have  done,  (lie  disorders  in 
the  currency;  and  gov.  Hamilton  of  South  Caroli- 
na, also  a distinguished  advocate  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  in  a letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Biddle 
himself,  takes  the  same  view  of  the  subject.  Thus 
has  the  whole  argument  been  conceded  to  us — and 
the  truth  reluctantly  admitted,  that  the  remedy  does 
not  properly  belong  to  the  national  government. 
But  whatever  aid  can  be  afforded  in  the  great  work, 
by  the  national  administration,  will  doubtless  be 
cheerfully  accorded.  President  Van  Buren  stands 
pledged  to  carry  into  practical  effect  the  great 
measures  of  reform  recommended  by  president 
Jackson — and  we  have  no  doubt  he  will  faithfully 
and  honestly  redeem  that  pledge.  His  rectitude  of 
purpose,  his  uncompromising  democratic  principles 
— and  his  firmness  of  character,  all  give  assurance 


that  the  politick  “mantle  of  gen.  Jackson  has  fal- 
len oil  his  successor.”  To  the  national  admiuinis- 
tration,  then,  we  may  safely  commit  every  duty 
that  devolves  on  it  to  perform. 

In  our  own  state  legislature,  therefore,  will  be 
found  the  only  efficient  power  to  provide  a remedy 
for  the  present,  and  preventives  against  future  dis- 
orders in  the  currency,  and  finances  of  the  country. 
From  the  party  in.  power,  whose  measures  have 
tended  to  produce  them,  we  can  expect  nothing 
but  lair  promises  and  ceaseless  opposition.  If  any 
thing  useful  is  to  be  expected,  it  must  be  by  the 
union  and  concert  of  all  the  honest  and  enlightened 
friends  of  practical  reform.  On  an  occasion  like 
this,  all  such  men  should,  and  we  trust  will,  rise 
above  the  shackles  of  party — and  act  in  obedience 
to  the  dictates  of  patriotism  alone.  The  present 
banking  system  is  grossly  defective,  admitted  to  he 
so  by  almost  every  man  who  expresses  an  opinion. 
Then  why  not  bend  all  our  energy  to  its  reform? — 
Det  every  man  from  this  day  forward,  resolve  to  do 
his  duty,  and  abide  firmly  by  that  resolution,  come 
what  will. 

Every  one  of  you,  fellow  citizens,  is  immediate- 
ly interested  in  this  contest.  None  are  so  high  as. 
to  rise  above  its  influences,  none  so  humble  as  to 
fall  below  them.  Farmers,  mechanics,  tradesmen, 
merchants  and  manufacturers,  one  and  all,  you 
have  a deep  stake  in  the  issue.  The  currency  of 
the  country,  the  standard  of  the  value  of  every 
man’s  property  and  labor,  when  it  is  liable  to  flue-, 
tuation,  renders  the  value  of  both  not  only  nncer-. 
tain  and  insecure  at  home,  but  exposes,  particular- 
ly the  latter,  to  rivalry  and  competiori  from  abroad, 
ft  will  render  the  wisest  protective  tariff  wholly  in- 
operative, and  cause  merchants,  mechanics  and 
manufacturers,  to  be  undersold  and  ruined  by  fo- 
reign importations,  in  spite  of  the  law.  Our  own 
history  and  experi  -nee,  attest  the  fact. 

Behold  the  consequences  in  our  present  prostrat- 
ed and  distracted  condition — behold  them  in  thou- 
sands of  failures— cramped  and  crippled  business — 
abandoned  public  improvements — industrious  men 
without  employment,  and  their  families  without 
bread.  Reflect  upon  thise  things  and  determine  to 
correct  them.  Act  while  there  is  time.  It  may  be 
too  late  to  retrieve  your  losses  in  another  year. — 
Join  shoulder  to  shoulder,  with  the  men  who  will 
pledge  themselves  to  secure  your  rights,  and  your 
interests.  There  are  but  two  parties  in  this  con- 
flict— those  who  will  correct;  and  those  who  will 
perpetuate  the  evils  you  endure.  Choose  ye  be- 
tween them.  Again  we  exhort  you  to  be  not  de- 
ceived. Professions  are  easily  made,  and  as  easily 
disregarded.  Trust  those  men  only  whose  princi- 
ples and  conduct  will  justify  the  fullest  reliance  on 
the  rectitude  of  their  course.  At  a crisis  like  the 
present,  when  the  finances  of  the  country  are  bro- 
ken up,  and  our  credit  system  is  shivered  into 
atoms,  will  you  (rust  the  men  now  holding  power 
in  Pennsylvania,  to  reform  it,  who  more  than  all 
others,  contributed  to  bring  it  into  this  deplorable 
condition — who  have  thrown  into  circulation  mil- 
lions of  paper  money,  expelled  the  gold  and  silver, 
and  denounced  hard  money  as  the  visionary  cur- 
rency of  fools  and  demagogues? 

Go  to  the  polls,  then,  not  as  partisans,  hut  as 
Americans,  and  perform  your  duty  by  supporting 
your  best  interests  of  your  country — your  fellow 
citizens  and  yourselves.  Let  your  watch-words 
be  reform  of  the  rotten  banking  system,  and  imme- 
diate resumption  of  specie  payments.  With  this 
motto  inscribed  on  your  banner,  all  honest  men 
will  rally  round  it,  and  a triumph  far  more  glorious 
than  the  victories  of  Saratoga,  Yorktown  and  New 
Orleans,  awaits  you,  over  the  embattled  advocates 
of  rag  monev,  shaving,  speculation  and  corruption. 

SETH  SALISBURY, 

JAMES  CLARKE, 

GEORGE  M.  KEIM, 

HENRY  SHEETZ, 

DAVID  M.  FARRELLEY, 
HENRY  C.  EYRE, 

ELI  DILLON, 

JOHN  M.  EBERMAN, 
ABRAHAM  K.  WRIGHT. 

Harrisburgh,  July  7,  1837. 

Whereas,  the  present  hanking  system  of  this  state 
is  entirely  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  our  free 
institutions,  and  especially  detyiraental  to  all  the 
productive  industry  of  the  country,  ruinous  to  agri- 
culture and  manufactures,  and  pernicious  to  private 
morals  and  the  common  weal,  therefore, 

Resolved,  First,  That  it  be  respectfully,  but  ear- 
nestly recommended  to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania, 
at  the  ensuing  general  election,  to  choose  only  such 
members  for  the  legislature  as  will  pledge  them- 
selves, and  may  be  relied  upon  for  temperate,  but  ef- 
ficient, and  thorough  reform  of  the  banking  system. 

Secondly,  And  who  will  advocate  the  earliest  pos- 
sible siippisssirn  of  all  hank  nofee  and  pap’er  mo- 
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ney  under  twenty  dollars,  and  the  gradual  increase 
of  the  metallic  basis ,as  far  anil  as  fa*as  the  public 
interest  will  allow,  so  as  to  render  the  precious  me- 
tals, as  soon  as  possible,  the  circulating  medium  of 
the  country. 

Thirdly , And  who  will  maintain  the  principle, 
that  the  legislature  is  empowered  to  modify  or  re- 
peal bank  charters,  when  the  public  interest  re- 
quire it,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  shall  do 
equal  and  exact  justice  to  all,  and  that  the  legisla- 
ture is  bound  by  the  most  sacred  obligations  of 
public  duty,  to  enforce  the  contracts  of  banks  to 
pay  their  notes  in  gold  and  silver. 

Fourthly,  And  who  will  be  true  to  the  restora- 
tion of  the  constitutional  currency  of  gold  and  silver, 
and  to  the  gradual,  but  effectual  modification  ami 
abrogation  of  that  false  banking  system,  whose  ad- 
vocates impute  to  government  the  present  distress 
of  the  country,  when  it  is  altogether  ascribable  to 
no  act  of  government,  but  the  vices  of  the  system 
itself. 

Resolved , That  if  any  system  of  banking  be  permit- 
ted, it  ought  to  be  one  which  will  extend  equal  rights 
and  privileges  to  every  member  of  the  community 
desirous  of  availing  himself  of  them,  and  if  any 
charters  be  granted,  they  ought  to  be  accompanied 
with  ample  restrictions,  securities  and  penalties  so 
as  effectually  to  guard  the  public  against  imposition, 
loss  and  delay  of  payment. 

Resolved,  That  vre  approve  of  the  specie  circular, 
and  that  we  deem  it  expedient  and  proper  for  the 
general  government  to  require  all  the  public  dues  to 
be  paid  in  gold  and  silver,  and  that  we  recommend 
to  it,  to  dissolve  all  connection  with  banking  insti- 
tutions in  the  disbursement  and  collection  of  its 
revenues. 

Resolved,  That  the  issue  and  use  of  corporation 
notes  or  certificates  of  loan  as  a circulating  medium, 
by  whatever  name  designated,  and  by  whatever  ne- 
cessity excused,  we  repudiate  as  worse  than  the 
disease  they  w7ere  intended  to  remedy. 

Resolved,  That  the  stockholders  of  all  hanks 
should  be  held  responsible  for  the  debts  of  their  re- 
spective institutions,  in  their  individual  capacities, 
to  the  utmost  extent  of  their  private  property. 


THE  MANDAMUS— OPINION  OF  THE 
COURT. 

CIRCUIT  COURT  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA, 

July  13,  1837. 

The  United  States,  at  the  relation  of  Stokes,  Stockton 
andothers,  vs.  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster  general. 
Chief  justice  Cranch  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court  in  this  case,  as  follows: 

In  his  return  of  the  mandamus  nisi,  the  postmaster 
general,  by  way  of  showing  cause  why  he  declines 
obedience  to  the  command  of  the  writ  contends— 

1st.  That  “it  is  doubted  whether  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  confers  on  the  judiciary  de- 
partment of  the  government  authority  to  control 
the  executive  department  in  the  exercise  of  its 
functions,  of  whatever  character .” 

2d.  That  “if  according  to  the  constitution,  the 
circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  might  be 
clothed,  by  law,  with  the  power  to  issue  a manda- 
mus in  such  a case,  no  such  power  has  been  confer- 
red upon  them  by  the  acts  of  congress. 

3d.  That  “if,  by  the  constitution,  corfgress  can 
clothe  the  courts  with  authority  to  isiue  writs  of 
mandamus  to  executive  officers,  as  such,  and  if  they 
have  vested  the  general  power  in  this  court  by  law, 
this  is  not  a casein  which  that  power  can  be  lawfully 
exercised.”  And 

4th.  That  “the  court  have  ordered  the  postmaster 
gen“ral  to  perform  a legal  impossibility.” 

The  counsel  for  the  relators  moved  to  quash  this 
return,  as  being  insufficient  on  its  face;  and  the 
questions  arising  upon  that  motion  have  been  fully 
and  very  ably  argued. 

Although  the  order  in  which  the  questions  are 
presented  in  the  return  is,  perhaps,  the  most  natural, 
yet,  inasmuch  as  a decision  against  the  relators 
upon  the  4th,  3d,  or  2d  of  the  objections  stated  by  the 
postmaster  general  would  render  it  unnecessary  to 
give  any  opinion  upon  the  first,  the  court,  in  con- 
sidering the  case,  will  reverse  that  order,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  district  attorney,  and  commence  with 
the  4th,  which  is — 

“ That  the  court  have  ordered  the  postmaster  general 
to  perform,  a legal  impossibility.” 

The  argument  in  support  of  this  proposition  is 
this: 

“A  mandamus  is  a command  to  do  a specific  act. 
The  specific  act  ordered  to  be  done  in  this  case  is 
to  credit  the  relators  with  the  full  amount  of  the  so- 
licitor’s award.  A credit  can  only  be  given  by  an 
entry  upon  some  book  in  which  their  accounts  are 
lawfully  kept. 

“No  accounts  are  kept  with  contractors  in  the 
post  office  department,  nor  has  the  postmaster  ge-  j 


neral  the  custody  or  conirol  of  the  books  in  which 
they  are  kept.  All  the  accounts  of  the  post  office 
department  are  kept  in  the  treasury  department  by 
the  auditor  created  for  that  purpose  by  the  act  ol 
July  2d,  ISSfi.  That  officer  is  appointed  by  the 
president  and  senate;  and  so  far  is  he  from  being  de- 
pendent on  the  postmaster  general,  that  his  clerks 
are  appointed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  To 
his  office  have  been  transferred,  long  since,  all  the 
accounts,  and  the  books  connected  with  them,  for- 
merly kept  by  the  postmaster  general. 

“By  adverting  to  the  fact  that  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Messrs.  Stockton  and  Stokes,  and  that  to 
change  the  organization  of  the  post  office  depait- 
ment,  passed  on  the.  same  day,  the  occasion  of  this 
practical  discrepancy  between  them  will  be  under- 
stood. The  former  was  drawn  with  reference  to 
the  organization  of  the  department  at  (he  time  of  its 
introduction  into  congress.  Then  the  postmaster 
general  kept  the  accounts,  and  the  entries  in  the 
hooks  were  his  entries.  He  had  the  legal  power 
and  authority  to  give  a credit  to  the  contractors  in 
this  case.  But  this  power  and  authority  was  taken 
from  him  by  another  act  on  the  day  the  act  for  their 
relief  passed.  That  the  act  now  in  question  was  not 
altered  so  as  to  accommodate  it  to  the  change,  and 
require  the  credit  to  be  given  by  the  new  auditor 
instead  ot  the  posmaster  general,  was  doubtless  an 
inadvertance:  but  it  is  one  which  the  legislative  au- 
thority alone  can  correct.  As  the  law  stands,  the 
postmaster  general  has  just  as  much  authority  to 
make  entries  in  the  books  of  the  second,  third  and 
fourth  auditors  as  he  has  in  those  of  the  auditor 
created  by  the  act  of  1833. 

“Hence  the  court  will  perceive  that  they  have 
ordered  the  postmaster  general  to  do  that.w'hich  he 
cannot  lawfully  do — (o  enter  a credit  or  credits  on 
books  of  which  he  has  neither  the  custody  nor  con- 
trol.” 

The  words  of  the  act  “for  the  relief,”  Sec.  are 
“and  that  the  postmaster  general  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, directed  to  credit  such  mail  contractors  with 
whatever  sum  or  sums  of  money,  if  any,  the  said 
solicitor  shall  so  decide  to  be  due  to  them  for  or  on 
account  of  any  such  service  or  contract/’  The  act 
does  not  require  the  postmaster  general  to  enter 
the  credit  in  any  book,  or  in  any  account,  but  that 
he  shall  credit  them. . The  substance  is,  thatrhe,  as 
far  as  is  in  his  power,  shall  cause  them  to  have  cre- 
dit for  that  amount  in  their  account  with  the  United 
States,  or  with  the  department. 

This  objection  is  not  stated  by  the  postmaster 
general  as  a reason  why  he  has  not  credited  them 
with  the  amount,  but  as  a reason  why  this  court 
should  not  command  him  to  credit  them.  It  is  not 
objected  that  there  is  an  actual  impossibility  of  his 
crediting  them,  but  “a  legal  impossibility,”  meaning, 
probably,  that  his  crediting  them  now  would  be  of 
no  avaii  in  law,  as  the  settlement  of  the  account 
was  transferred  to  the  auditor.  That  the  change 
which  was  made  in  the  post  office  department  by 
the  act  of  the  2d  of  July,  1S3C,  did-  not  create  an 
actual  impossibility  of  his  crediting  them  with  (he 
whole  amount  of  the  award  is  evident  from  his  own 
letter  to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  dated 
December  27,  1S36,  in  answer  to  the  complaint  of 
these  relators  to  the  president,  in  which  the  post- 
master general  says;  “In  obedience  to  the  mandate 
of  the  law,  I have  paid  those  gentlemen  $'122,101 
46,  although  I have  yet  to  be  convinced  that  they 
had  tile  least  claim  in  law  or  equity  to  one-sixth 
part  of  that  sum  When  the  law  requires  it  of  me, 
I shall,  with  equal  promptitude,  pay  the  remaining 
$40,625  59,  although  satisfied  that  notone  cent  of  it 
is  justly  due.”  He  does  not  justify  himself  on  ac- 
count of  his  legal  inability  to  pay,  onto  credit  the 
amount.  But  it  has  been  stated,  in  the  argument 
before  the  court,  that  the  postmaster  general  can 
lawfully  pay  the  amount,  although  he  cannot  credit 
it.  The  Jaw  which  allows  hi#i  to  pay  the  amount 
surely  should  be  construed  to  allow  him  to  credit  it, 
especially  when  the  act  of  congress  expressly  di- 
rects him  to  credit  it.  The  act  for  the  relief  of 
these  relators,  and  the  “act  to  change  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  post  office  department,”  were  passed  at 
the  same  session  of  congress,  anil  were  approved 
on  the  same  day.  So  far  as  they  are  in  pari  mate- 
ria, they  ought  to  be  construed  together,  and  made 
to  harmonize  with  each  other,  if  possible.  The  ar- 
rangement of  the  department,  so  far  as  it  autho- 
rised an  auditor  to  be  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving,  auditing  and  settling  “all  accounts  arising 
in  the  department,  or  relative  thereto,”  must  be 
considered  as  qualified  by  the  express  direction  that 
the  postmaster  general  should  credit  the  contractors 
with  the  amount  of  the  award;  and  as  reserving  to 
the  postmaster  general  the  power  to  do  what  the  act 
expressly  requires  him  to  do.  The  auditor,  also,  is 
bound  to  take  notice  that,  by  the  act  for  the  relief, 
&c.  the  postmaster  general  is  directed  to  credit  the 
contractors  with  the  amount  of  the  award;  and  when- 


ever the  postmaster  general,  who  still  continues  to 
be  the  head  of  the  department,  shall  credit  them 
with  the  amount,  or  shall  order  it  to  he  erediti  d,  the 
auditor  will  allow  the  same  in  auditing  and  settling 
their  account. 

Although  the  accounting  bureau  of  the  depart- 
ment has  been  removed  to  the, treasury  department, 
yet  ample  powers  are  givi  n to  1 lie  postmaster  ge- 
neral; and  by  the  9th  section  of  the  act  of  J uly  2, 
1836,  (to*cbange  the  organization  of  the  post  office 
department),  it  is  made  his  duty  “to  control,  ac- 
cording to  law,  and  subject  to  the  settlement  of  the 
auditor,”  “the  expenses  incident  to  the  service  of 
the  department,”  and  “to  regulate  and  direct  Ihe 
payment”  of  the  said  “expenses  for  which  appro- 
priations have  been  made.”  Among  “the  expenses 
incident  to  the  service,”  are  included,  no  doubt,  the 
expenses  ol  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  and  the 
amounts  due  to  the  contractors  therefor.  These 
duties  imply  powers  which  authorise  the  postmas- 
ter general  to  give  this  credit,  or  to  direct  it 
(o  be  given;  and  the  fact  1 hat  the  auditor  has,  upon 
the  authority  of  such  a direction,  allowed  that  part 
of  the  award  which  the  postmaster  general  has 
deemed  proper  to  credit,  shows  that,  upon  a like 
authority,  he  would  allow  the  balance.  We  there- 
fore think  that  there  >s  neither  a legal,  a moral,  or  a 
physical  impossibility  on  the  part  ol  the  postmaster 
general  to  obey  the  mat  date,  by  executing  the  law 

We  must,  therefore,  next  consider  the  3d  reason 
assigned  by  the  postmaster  general  for  not  obeying 
the  command  of  the  writ,  which  is — - 

3d.  “ That  if  by  the  constitution  congress  can  clothe 
the  courts  uiih  authority  to  issue  writs  of  mandamus 
to  executive  officers  as  such,  and  if  they  have  vested 
the  general  power  in  th  is  court  by  law,  this  is  not 

A CASE  IN  WHICH  THAT  POWER  CAN  EE  EXER- 
CISED.” 

The  argument  in  support  ol  this  proposition  is  in 
substance — 

].  That  the  postmaster  general  has  a discretion; 
because  the  act  for  the  relief  of  these  relators  does 
not  require  him  to  pay  any  specific  sum,  but  a sum 
to  be  ascertained  by  comparing  the  award  of  the  so- 
licitor with  the  act.  The  act  does  not  require  the 
postmaster  general  to  credit  all  the.-solicitcr  might 
award  to  them,  hut  only  so  much  as  he  might  decide 
to  be  due  for  or  on  account  of  such  services  or  con- 
tract as  is  described  in  the  preceding  part  of  Ihe 
acl;  and  the  postmaster  general  has  a discretion  to 
pay  or  not,  according  as  the  allowance  shall  or  shall 
not  correspond  with  the  act.  That  he  is  also  to 
look  inlo  the  award  to  see  that  it  contains  none  of 
the  prohibited  items;  and  inai  lie  lias  a cjscrcV,on  to 
refuse  to  pay  the  whole  award,  or  any  part  of  it,  if 
he  honestly  believes  it  to  he  contrary  to  law. 

2.  That  a mandamus  can  be  issued  by  a court  on- 
ly as  a means  of  exercising  its  jurisdiction,  and  not 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  jurisdiction. 

That  tnis  court  has  no  jurisdiction  in  this  case  but 
what  is  given  by  the  mandamus. 

1.  As  to  the  first  branch  of  { his  argument,  we  ap- 
prehend that  the  discretion  which  will  justify  a par- 
ly in  refusing  to  do  an  act  must  be  a legal  right  to 
do  or  not  to  do  it,  according  to  his  will. 

The  obligation  of  the  postmaster  general  under 
the  act  is  ahoslute  to  credit  whatever  sum  the  soli- 
citor should  decide  to  be  dun  for  and  on  account  of 
the  service  and  contract  described  in  the  act.  The 
only  fact  to  be  decided  out  of  the  act  is  Ihe  amount 
which  should  thus  be  decided  lo  be  due.  The 
award  upon  that  point  is  clear  and  explicit.  The 
question  whether  (he  money  claimed  and  awarded 
was  due  for  and  on  account  of  such  service  and 
contract,  was  as  much  submitted  lo  the  judgment  of 
the  sol i cit or  as  the  question  of  the  amount  due;  his 
award  is  final  and  conclusive  upon  all  persons  as  to 
both  points.  In  the  language  of  the  postmaster 
general,  “congress  created  a spreial  tiibunal  for  that 
purpose.  They  made  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury 
a chancellor  for  the  special  object,  and  clothed  him 
with  power  to  take  evidence  and  adjudicate  upon 
the  claims  of  the  contractors.  No  other  court  on 
earth  could  have  entertainid  til i s ease.  Nor  was 
any  appeal  from  this  special  court  provided  for  by 
the  law  which  created  it.  Neither  the  circuit  court 
of  this  District,  northe  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  nor  any  judicial  tribunal,  had  power  to  bring 
up  the  case  from  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  either 
before  or  after  his  awgrd,  and  revise  his  proceedings. 
No  judge  could  take  from  or  add  to  the  amount  of 
his  award,  nor  has  any  judge  the  legal  power  to  say 
whether  that  officer  decided  according  to  law’  or 
against  law.  The  solicitor’s  power  in  this  case  was 
equal  to  that  conferred  upon  the  supreme  court  of 
the  U.  States  in  cases  subjected  to  its  jurisdiction, 
and  above  that  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  from  which  there  is  an  appeal.”  And  we 
will  add,  that  the  act  gives  no  appellate  jurisdiction 
to  the  postmaster  general.  The- award  is  as  conclu- 
sive upon  him  as  upon  all  the  rest  of  the  world. 
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The-pro viso  in  the  act,  that  the  solicitor  should 
ncl  make  allowance  lor  certain  enumeratt-d  items, 
was  merely  directory  to  the  solicitor,  and  gave  the 
postmaster  general  no  discretionary  power  over  the 
award,  or  over  t he  duty  of  crediting  the  contractors 
w ith  its  amount  The  postmaster  general  seems  to 
admit  that  if  the  law  directed  the  payment  of  a cer- 
tain sum,  he  would  have  had  no  discretion.  But, 
id  cerium  eat  quod  cerium  reddi  potest.  The  award 
renders  that  certain,  which  was  uncertain  when  the 
law  was  passed;  and  the  duty  of  crediting  the  amount 
of  the  award  is  now  as  absolute  as  if  that  amount 
had  been  ascertained  and  stated  in  the  law  itself. 
Tl'.e  discretion  which  is  claimed  by  the  postmaster 
general  is  no  other  than  that  discretion  which  every 
man  has  in  regard  to  his  own  actions.  Every  man 
is  a free  agent.  Me  has  the  power  to  do  or  not  to 
do  a particular  act;  and  he  decides  upon  his  own 
responsibility.  Neither  his  discretion  nor  his  de- 
cision makes  the  act  lawful  or  unlawful.  Every 
man  must  judge  for  himself  of  his  own  duty;  but  he 
acts  at  his  peril;  ifcorrectly,  he  is  justified;  if  erro- 
neously, he  must  abide  the  consequence.  We  are 
of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  postmaster  general 
had  not  such  a discretion  over  the  duty  enjoined  by 
the  statute,  as  renders  it  improper  that  a mandamus 
should  issue  in  this  case. 

But,  it  is  contended  that  “a  mandamus  can  be  is- 
sued by  a court  only  as  a means  of  exercising  its  ju- 
risdiction/and not  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  ju- 
risdiction.” 

This  proposition  is  admitted  by  this  court  in  its 
fullest  extent;  and  the  only  ground  upon  which  the 
power  of  issuing  that  writ  is  claimed,  is,  that  it  is 
a writ  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court,  in  a case  of  which  it  already  has  cog- 
nizance. 

That  case  is,  that  the  postmaster  gen  ral  has  re- 
fused to  perform  a duty  positively  required  of  him 
by  an  act  of  congress,  to  the  injury  of  the  relators, 
who  have  brought  their  complaint  before  the  court 
by  affidavit  and  petition  praying  the  court  to  grant 
the  proper  remedy.  A rule  has  been  granted  them 
upon  the  postmaster  general,  to  show  cause  why  a 
mandamus,  which  is  the  only  proper  and  adequate 
specific  legal  remedy,  should  not  be  issued,  com- 
manding him  to  perform  what  the  statute  directs 
him  to  do.  The  postmaster  general  has  failed  to 
appear  upon  the  rule  to  show  cause. 

But  it  is  denied  that  this  is  a case,  because 
Mr.  Justice  Story,  in  his  commentaries  on  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  vol.  iii,  p.  507, 
says  that  “a  mse.  then,  in  the  sense  of  this  clause 
of  the  constitution,  arises  when  some  subject, 
touching  the  constitution,  laws,  or  treaties  of  the 
United  States,  is  submitted  to  the  courts,  by  some 
party  who  asserts  his  rights  in  the  form  prescribed 
by  law.” 

In  the  present  case,  however,  a “subject  touch- 
ing the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States 
is  submitted  to”  this  “court”  by  the  relators, 
“who  assert  their  rights  in  the  form  prescribed  by 
law.”  They  have  done  all  they  could  to  bring  their 
case  before  the  court.  If  this  is  not  suliicient  to 
give  the  court  jurisdiction,  it  would  never  be 
in  the  power  of  the  court  to  exercise  the  potential 
jurisdiction  which  is  given  to  it  by  the  statute. 
When  we  say,  in  common  parlance,  that  the  juris- 
diction is  given  by  a statute,  we  do  not  mean  that 
the  court  has  thereby  actual  jurisdiction  of  any 
given  case;  but  ordy  that  the  court  shall  exercise 
jurisdiction  in  such  cases  when  they  shall  be 
brought  judicially  before  it.  When,  therefore,  the 
14th  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789  gives  to 
the  courts  power  to  issue  all  writs  which  may  be 
necessary  for  the  exercise  of  their  respective  juris- 
dictions, it  is  not  intended  that  the  court  shall  have 
had  actual  jurisdiction  of  the  particular  case,  by  its 
having  been  actually  submitted  to  the  court  in  the 
form  prescribed  by  law,  before  it  shall  have  pow-er 
to  issue  the  writ  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  its 
jurisdiction;  for  that  writ  may  be  the  very  form 
prescribed  by  law  for  submitting  the  case  to  the 
court;  and  if  the  court  could  not  issue  the  writ  until 
it  had  actual  jurisdiction,  and  could  not  have  actual 
jurisdiction  until  it  had  issued  the  writ,  it  is  evident 
that  the  court  could  never  exorcise  the  jurisdiction 
given  to  it  by  the  statute.  The  jurisdiction  men- 
tioned in  the  14th  section  of  the  act  must,  therefore, 
mean  the  potential  jurisdiction;  ttiatis,  the  jurisdic- 
tion w hich  the  respective  courts  may  exercise  when 
the  cases,  described  in  the  statutes  giving  the  juris- 
diction, shall  arise,  and  be  submitted  to  the  courts, 
by  means  of  the  writs  which,  by  the  14th  section, 
they  have  power  to  issue. 

This,  therefore,  is  a case  of  which  the  court,  not 
only  potentially  hut  actually,  has  jurisdiction,  by 
means  of  the  petition,  affidavit,  and  rule  to  show 
cause;  and  file  writ  of  mandamus  is  a writ  necessa- 
ry for  the  exercise  of  its  jurisdiction  in  that  case,  if 
this  court  can,  by  law,  issue  such  a writ  to  ar.  ex- 


ecutive officer  of  the  United  States,  commanding 
him  to  do  a merely  ministerial  act  which  he  is  ex- 
pressly required  by  an  act  of  congress  to  do;  and 
therefore  Ibis  court  has  power  to  issue  it. 

We  are  then  brought  to  the  consideration  of  the 
second  ground  upon  which  the  postmaster  general 
alleges  that  this  court  has  no  power  to  issue  the 
writ,  viz: 

“That  if,  according  (o  the  constitution,  the  cir- 
cuit court,  of  t tie  District  of  Columbia  might  be 
clothed  by  law  with  the  power  to  issue  a manda- 
mus in  such  a case,  no  such  power  has  been  con- 
ferred upon  them  by  the  acts  of  congress.” 

For  the  argument  in  support  of  this  proposition 
the  postmaster  general  has  referred  the  court  to  the 
very  able  and  elaborate  opinion  of  the  attorney  ge- 
neral of  the  United  States,  which  accompanies,  and 
makes  a part  of,  the  return  to  the  writ  of  mandamus, 
and  of  which  the  postmaster  general  has  given  the 
following  epitome  or  analysis: 

“The  undersigned  is  spared  the  labor  of  investi- 
gating and  illustrating  this  position  by  the  clear, 
and,  he  thinks,  conclusive  opinion  of  the  attorney 
general,  which  he  transmits  herewith,  and  rerinests 
that  it  may  be  considered  part  of  this  letter. 

“That  opinion  reviews  the  opinion  of  the  circuit 
court,  as  delivered  by  chief  justice  Crancli,  and 
published  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  and  main- 
tains the  following  positions: 

“1.  That  the  argument  of  the  court,  in  favor  of 
the  jurisdiction  claimed  by  them,  is  founded  on  in- 
ferences from  the  language  of  judge  Johnson,  in  the 
case  of  McIntyre  vs.  Wood,  which  inferences  were 
repudiated  by  the  same  judge  and  by  (he  judgment 
of  the  court  in  a subsequent  case. 

“2.  That  there  is  no  substantial  difference  between 
the  words  of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789,  which  the 
supreme  court  have  twice  decided  do  not  give  the 
other  circuit  couits  power  to  issue  a mandamus  to 
an  executive  officer,  and  the  words  of  the  fifth  sec 
tion  of  the  act  concerning  the  District  of  Columbia, 
on  which  the  circuit  court  rely;  and  that  the  juris- 
diction of  the  latter  is,  therefore,  in  this  respect,  no 
greater  than  that  of  the  other  courts. 

“3.  That  no  power  is  to  be  drived  from  the  act 
of  the  13th  of.Fcbniary,  1801,  because  that  act  was 
repealed  in  1802,  without  any  exception  as  to  the 
circuit  court  of  this  District. 

“4.  That  even  if  the  acts  of  congress  concerning 
this  court  had  given  (o  it,  in  express  terms,  a juris- 
diction to  issue  writs  of  mandamus  to  an  executive 
officer,  to  compel  him  to  perform  an  official  act,  no 
such  jurisdiction  could  be  exercised  consistently 
with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  because  such 
a jurisdiction  would  be  substantially  an  exercise  of 
executive  power,  which  cannot  be  taken  from  the 
president,  in  w hom  the  constitution  has  vested  it. 

“5.  That  the  postmaster  general  is  an  executive 
officer,  and  equally  independent  with  the  other 
heads  of  the  executive  departments  of  any  control 
in  the  exercise  of  his  official  duties  by  the  judi- 
ciary.” 

The  attorney  general,  in  reviewing  the  opinion  of 
this  court,  given  upon  the  rule  to  show  cause  why 
a writ  of  mandamus  should  not  issue,  supposes  that 
this  court  relied  much  upon  the  inferences  drawn 
from  the.Ianguage  of  Mr.  Justice  Johnson,  in  deli- 
vering the  opinion  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  U. 
States  in  the  case  of  McIntyre  vs.  Wood,  (7  Cranch, 
504).  That  language  is  as  follows-  “We  are  of  opi- 
nion that  th.c  power  of  the  circuit  courts  to  issue  the 
writ  of  mandamus  is  confined  exclusively  to  those 
cases  in  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  the  exercise 
of  their  jurisdiction.  Had  the  lltli  section  of  the 
judiciary  act  (of  1789)  covered  the  whole  ground 
of  the  constitution,  there  would  be  much  reason  for 
exercising  this  power,  in  many  cases,  wherein  some 
ministerial  act  is  necessary  to  the  completion  of  an 
individual  right  arising  under  laws  of  the  United 
States;  and  the  14th  section  of  the  same  act  would 
sanction  the  issuing  of  the  writ  for  such  a purpose. 
But  although  the  judicial  power  of  the  U.  States  ex- 
tends to  cases  arising  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  the  legislature  have  not  thought  proper  to 
delegate  the  exercise  of  that  power  to  its  circuit 
courts,  except  in  certain  specified  cases.  When 
questions  arise  under  those  laws  in  the  state  courts, 
and  the  party  who  claims  a right  or  privilege  under 
them  is  unsuccessful,  and  appeal  is  given  to  the  su- 
preme court;  and  this  provision  the  legislature  has 
thought  sufficient  at  present  for  all  the  political  pur- 
poses intended  to  be  answered  by  the  clause  cf  the 
constitution  which  relates  to  the  subject.”  This  is 
the  whole  of  the  opinion  upon  that  point.  The 
case  was  a case  arising  under  the  law's  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  it  being  a motion  or  petition  for  a man- 
damus to  the  register  of  a land  office  in  Ohio,  com- 
manding him  to  issue  a final  certificate  of  purchase 
to  the  plaintiff  for  certain  lands  in  that  state. 

The  inference  from  the  language  of  that  opinion 
is  irresistible,  that  if  the  legislature  had  extended 


the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States  to  cases  in  law  and  equity  arising  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  Stales,  there  might  he  cases  in 
which  it  would  be  proper  for  those  courts  to  issue 
the  writ,  and  that  the  14th. section  of  the  act,  v\  h.ich 
gives  to  all  the  courts  of  the  United  States  power 
to  issue  all  writs  necessary  tor  the  exercise  of  the  r 
respective  jurisdictions,  and  agreeable  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  usages  of  law,  would  sanction  the  issuing 
of  the  writ. 

But  this  inference  is  said  to  have  been  repudiated 
by  judge  Johnson  himself,  in  delivering  the  opinion 
of  the  supreme  court  in  the  subsequent  case  of 
McClung  vs.  Silliman,  in  6 Wheat.  598.  The  only 
substantial  difference  between  the  case  of  McIntyre 
vs.  T Vood,  and  the  case  of  McClnng  vs.  Silliman, 
which  was  brought  up  from  the  circuit  court  ot  tin; 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Ohio,  is,  that  in  the 
former  the  controversy  was  between  citizens  of  the 
same  state,  and  the  only  ground  of  federal  jurisdic- 
tion was,  that  it  was  a case  arising  under  the  laws 
of  the  United  States;  and  in  the  latter,  ( McCLur.g 
vs.  Silliman),  it  was  a case  arising  under  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  “between  a citizen  of  the  «mi,. 
where  the  suit  was  brought  and  a citizen  of  another 
state.”  This  last  circumstance  would  have  given 
the  circuit  court  of  Ohio  jurisdiction  of  the  case  if 
it  had  been  one  of  which  a state  court  might  ha\  >: 
had  jurisdiction.  But  inasmuch  as  a state  couit 
had  no  jurisdiction  of  eases  arising  under  the  laws  i f 
the  United  Stales,  and  the  1 1th  section  of  the  judi  - 
ciary  act  of  1789  only  gave  to  the  circuit  courts  a 
jurisdiction  concurrent  with  (he  courts  of  the  seve- 
ral states,  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  ler 
Ohio  had  not  jurisdiction  under  the  11th  section  of 
the  act,  although  the  character  of  the  parties  would 
have  given  it  jurisdiction  if,  from  the  nature  of  tin- 
subject-matter  of  the  controversy,  it  had  been  a case 
of  which  a state  court  could  have  had  jurisdiction. 
The  same  objection,  therefore,  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  Ohio  exist- 
ed in  McClung  vs.  Silliman  and  in  McIntyre  vs. 
Wood,  viz:  that  there  was  no  existing  act  of  con- 
gress which  delegated  to  the  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States  cognizance  of  “ cases  arising  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States.” 

The  11th  section  of  the  act  of  1789  gives  juris- 
diction only  upon  the  ground  of  the  character  of 
the  parties — not  upon  the  ground  of  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  controversy;  and  was  only  intended 
to  give  to  parties  of  a certain  description  a right  to 
prosecute  in  the  federal  courts  the  same  causes  of 
action  which  they  couia  prosecute  in  a slate  court. 
The  words  “ concurrent  with  the  courts  of  the  several 
stales”  do  not  enlarge  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state 
courts,  but  are  restrictive  of  the  general  words  “ all 
suils  of  a civil  nature  at  common  law  or  in  equity,” 
which  would,  if  not  thus  restrained,  have  compre- 
hended “cases  arising  under  the  laws  of  the  United- 
Slates.” 

With  this  exposition  and  construction  of  the  lltli 
section  of  the  act  of  1789,  there  is  no  discrepancy 
between  the  opinions  of  the  supreme  court  in  ‘hose 
two  cases,  and  the  opinion  in  McC’lurg  vs.  Silliman 
becomes  perfectly  intelligible. 

Mr.  Justice  Johnson,  in  McClung  vs.  Silliman,  (6 
Wheat.  599),  says,  “In  the  case  of  McIntyre  vs. 
Wood,  decided  in  this  court  in  1813,  the  mandamus 
contended  for  was  intended  to  perfect  the  same 
claim,  and  in  point  of  fact  the  suit  was  between. the 
same  parties.  The  influence  of  that  decision  on 
these  cases  is  resisted  on  the  ground  that  it  did  not 
appear,  in  that  case,  that  the  controversy  was  be- 
tween parties  who  under  the  description  of  persons 
were  entitled  to  maintain  suits  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States;  whereas  the  averments  in  the  pre- 
sent cases  show  that  the  parties  litigant  are  cilizens 
of  different  states,  and  therefore  competent  parties 
in  the  circuit  court. 

“But  we  think  it  perfectly  clear,  from  an  exami- 
nation of  the  decision  alluded  to,  that  it  was  whol- 
ly uninfluenced  bj’  any  considerations  drawn  from 
the  want  of  personal  attributes  of  the  parties.  Tile 
case  came  up  on  a division  of  opinion,  and  the  sin- 
gle question  stated  was,  ‘whether  that  court  had 
power  to  issue  a writ  of  mandamus  to  the  register 
of  a land  office  in  Ohio,  commanding  him  to  issue 
a final  certificate  of  purchase  to  the  plaintiff,  for 
certain  lands  in  that  state.’ 

“Both  the  argument  of  the  counsel  and  the  opi- 
nion of  the  court  distinctly  show  that  the  power  to 
issue  the  mandamus  in  that  case  was  contended  for 
as  incident  to  the  judicial  powers  of  the  U.  States. 
And  the  reply  of  the  court  is,  that  though,  argu- 
menii  gratia,  it  be  admitted  that  this  controlling 
power  over  its  ministerial  officers  would  follow 
ii-om  vesting  in  its  courts  the  w hole  judicial  power 
of  the  United  States,  the  argument  fails  here,  since 
the  legislature  has  only  made  a partial  delegation 
of  the  judicial  powers  to  the  circuit  courts.  That 
if  the  inference  be  admitted  as  far  as  the  judicial 
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power  of  the  court  actually  extends,”  (that  is,  as  | 
we  understand  it,  if  the  controlling  power  over  mi- 
nisterial officers  would  exist  as  lar  as  tile  judicial 
power  is  actually  granted  tp  the  circuit  courts), 
‘-still  cases  arising  under  ihe  laws  of  ike  United 
Stales  are  not  per  se  among  the  cases  comprised  in 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  courts,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  11th  section,  [of  the  act  of  I7S9J, 
jurisdiction  being  in  shell  cases  reserved  to  the  su- 
preme court,  under  thg  25th  section,  by  way  of  ap- 
peal from  the  decisions  of  the  state  courts.” 

“There  is,  then ,”  continues  the  juijge,  “no  just 
inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  decision  in  the  case 
of  McIntyre  vs.  Wood  in  favor  of  a case  in  which 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  are  vested 
with  jurisdiction  under  the  llt/i  section.” 

The  woref  “then,”  in  that  sentence,  means  “ there- 
fore,”  and  “ therefore ” means  for  the  reason  afore- 
said, and  the  reason  aforesaid  is,  that  the  11th -sec- 
tion did  not  give  the  circuit  courts  jurisdiction  of 
“ cases  arising  wider  the  laws  of  the  United  States.” 
And  the  reason  why  the  31th  section  did  not  give 
that  jurisdiction  is,  that  the  jurisdiction  thereby 
raven  is  a jurisdiction  “ concurrent  with  the  courts  nf 
the  several  stales ,”  and,  consequently,  could  be  ex- 
ercised only  in  cases  of  which  the  courts  of  the 
several  states  previously  had  cognizance;  that  the 
courts  of  the  several  states  had  not,  previously, 
cognizance  of  cases  arising  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and,  therefore,  jurisdiction  of  those 
cases  is  not  given  to  the  circuit  courts  by  that  sec- 
tion. 

The  inference,  therefore,  “drawn  from  the  deci- 
sion in  the  case  of  McIntyre  vs.  Wood,”  which  is 
repudiated  by  judge  Johnson,  is  not  the  inference 
that  if  the  legislature  had  extended  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  to  cases  in 
law  and  equity  arising  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  there  might  be  cases  in  which  it  would  be 
proper  for  those  courts  to  issue  the  writ,  and  that 
the  14th  section  of  the  act  would  sanction  the  is- 
suing of  it;  which  is  the  inference  which  this  court 
drew  in  giving  its  opinion  upon  the  rule  to  show 
cause,  and  which  we  are  still  of  opinion  is  a neces- 
sary inference  from  the  language  of  Mr.  Justice 
Johnson  in  that  case,  and  which  is  in  no  manner 
impugned  or  repudiated  by  the  same  judge  in  the 
case  of  Me  Clung  vs.  Silliman. 

Again.:  Mr.  Justice  Johnson,  in  the  same  case 
(p.  601)  says:  “It  is  now  contended  that,  as  the 
parties  to  this  controversy  are  competent  to  sue  un- 
der the  11th  section,  being  citizens  of  different 
states,  this  is  a case  within  the  provisions  of  the 
1-1  Hi  section,  and  ttie  circuit  court  was  vested  with 
power  to  issue  this  writ,  under  the  description  of  a 
‘writ  not  specially  provided  for  by  statute,’ but  ‘ne- 
cessary for  the  exercise  of  its  jurisdiction.’  The 
case  certainly  does  present  one  of  those  instances 
of  equivocal'language  in  which  the  proposition, 
though  true  in  the  abstract,  is,  in  its  application  to 
the  subject,  glaringly  incorrect.” 

The  proposition  which  is  thus  said  to  be  true  in 
ihe  abstract,  is  this,  that  as  the  parties  were  compe- 
tent to  sue  under  the  11  Ik  section,  being  citizens  of 
the  different  states,  the  14/A  section  gave  the  court 
power  to  issue  the  writ  of  mandamus  under  the  de- 
scription of  a “writ  not  provided  for  by  statute,” 
but  “necessary  for  the  exercise  of  its  jurisdiction.” 
Here  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  although  in  this 
case  of  McClung  vs.  Silliman.  the  parties  were 
competent  to  sue  in  the  circuit  court,  yet  the  court 
had  not  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter,  it  being 
a case  arising  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
The  judge  proceeded  to  say: 

“It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  exercise  of  this 
power  is  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  in 
the  court  below;  but  why  is  it  necessary?  Not  be- 
cause the  court  possesses  jurisdiction,  hut  because 
it  does  not  possess  it;”  that  is,  as  we  understand  it, 
the  court  has  no  jurisdiction;  and  if  it  can  have  any, 
it  must  be  by  first  obtaining,  by  means  of  a manda- 
mus, the  document  which  is  the  object  of  the  man- 
damus, and  which  will  enable  the  party  to  sue  at 
law.  The  judge  proceeds:  “It  must  exercise  thi3 
power,  and  compel  the  emanation  of  the  legal  do- 
cument, or  the  execution  of  the  legal  act,  by  the 
register  of  the  land  office,  or  the  party  cannot  sue.” 

“Tile  14th  section  of  the  act  under  consideration 
could  only  have  been  intended  to  vest  the  power, 
now  contended  for,  in  cases  where  the  jurisdiction 
already  crisis;  and  not  where  it  is  to  be  courted  or 
acquired  by  means  of  the  writ  proposed  to  be  sued 

OUtE” 

Here,  a^ain,  the  inference,  from  the  language  of 
tl  e judged  is  very  strong  that  in  cases  where  the 
juiirTction  already  exists,  the  14th  section  was  in- 
tended to  vest  the  power  of  issuing  the  writ. 

Ao-ain  (in  p.  904)  the  judge  says:  “It  is  not 
?asy°to  conceive  on  what  legal  ground  a state  tri- 
bunal  can,  in  any  instance,  exercise  the  power  of 
issuing  a mandamus  to  the  register  of  a land  office. 


The  United  States  have  not  thought  proper  to  de- 
legate that  power  to  their  own  courts.  But  when, 
in  the  cases  of  Marbury  vs.  Madison,  and  that  of 
McIntyre  vs.  Wood,  this  court  decided  against  the 
exercise  of  that  power,  ihe  idea  never  presented-  it- 
self to  any  one  that  it  was  not  within  the  scope  of  the 
judicial  powers  of  the  United  Slates,  although  not 
vested  by  law  in  the  courts  of  the  general  govern- 
ment.” 

II',  then,  the  inference  drawn  by  this  court  from 
the  decision  and  language  of  the  supreme  court  in 
the  case  of  McIntyre  vs.  Wood  is  an  obvious  ami 
necessary  inference,  and  is  not  impugned  or  repu- 
diated in  that  of  McClung  vs.  Silliman,  viz:  that  if 
the  11th  section  had  given  to  the  circuit  courts 
cognizance  of  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  arising 
under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  U.  States, 
there  would  be  much  reason  for  exercising  this 
power  in  many  cases,  and  that  the  14th  section 
would  sanction  the  issuing  of  it  tor  such  a purpose; 
and  if  we  show  that  congress  have  given  to  this 
court  cognizance  of  all  cases  in  law  an  equity  aris- 
ing under  ihe  constitution  and  laics  nf  the  UniDil 
a./..,  ;t  ..-ill  follow  lha*-  there  may  be  cases  in 
whicl)  it  may  be  proper  for  thi3  court  to  exercise 
the  power,  and  that  congress,  by  the  third  section 
of  the  act  of  the  27th  of  February,  1801,  which 
gives  to  this  court  the  same  powers  which  it  had 
given  to  the  other  circuit  courts  by  the  14th  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  1789,  has  given  this  court  the 
power  to  issue  the  writ;  and  the  Cornier  opinion  of 
the  court,  so  far  as  it  rested  upon  the  inference 
drawn  from  the  decision  and  language  of  the  su- 
preme court  in  the  case  of  McIntyre  vs.  Wood,  is 
fully  supported. 

Under  this  head,  it  would,  then,  be  only  necessa- 
ry to  show  that  by  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  27th 
February,  1801,  congress  has  given  this  court  cog- 
nizance of  all  cases  at  law  and  in  equity  arising 
under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

That  section,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  this  question, 
is  in  these  words:  “That  the  said  court”  (the  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  District  of  Columbia)  “shall  have 
cognizance  of  all  r<*ses  in  law  and  equity  between 
parties,  both  or  either  of  which  shall  be  resident  or 
be  found  in  the  said  District.”  These  words  are 
comprehensive  enough  to  include  “all  cases  in  law 
and  equity  arising  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  Stales.”  In  the  case  of  Cohens  vs.  Vir- 
ginia, 6 Wheaton,  379,  chief  justice  Marshall,  in 
delivering  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  upon  the  question  of  ju- 
risdiction, says:  “The  jurisdiction  of  the  court, 
then,  being  extended  by  the  letter  of  the  constitu- 
tion to  all  cases  arising  under  it,  or  under  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  it  follows  that  those  who 
would  withdraw  any  case,  of  this  description  from 
that  jurisdiction  must  sustain  the  exemption  they 
claim  on  the  spirit  and  true  meaning  of  the  consti- 
tution; which  spirit  and  true  meaning  must  be  so 
apparent  as  to  overrule  the  words  which  its  framers 
have  employed.” 

But  it  is  contended,  in  the  opinion  of  the  attor- 
ney general  of  the  United  States,  which  the  post- 
master general  has  made  a part  of  his  return,  that 
“there  is  no  essential  difference  between ‘the  5th 
section  of  the  act  concerning  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia” (27(h  Feb.  1301)  “and  the  11th  section  of 
the  judiciary  act  of  1789,  which  prescribes  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  other  courts.” 

“Tlie  material  words,”  he  says,  “of  the  5th  sec- 
tion, omitting  other  classes  of  cases,  are,  that  the 
circuit  court  of  this  District  shall  have  cognizance 
of  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  between  parties,  both 
or  either  of  which  shall  be  resident,  or  shall  be  found 
within  the  said  District.” 

“Those  of  the  11th  section,  omitting  value  and 
alternative  cases,  are,  that  the  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States  shall  have  cognizance  of  all  suits  of 
a civil  nature  at  common  law,  or  in  equity,  where  the 
dispute  is  between  a citizen  of  the  state  where  the  suit 
is  brought,  and  a citizen  of  another  stale.” 

“Except  that  in  the  other  circuit  courts  it  is  re- 
quisite that  the  one  party  should  be  a citizen  of 
the  state  where  the  suit  is  brought,  and  the  other 
party  a citizen  of  another  state;  and  that  in  this 
district  it  will  be  sufficient  if  either  of  the  parties 
he  resident,  or  be  found  here,  there  would  seem  to 
be  substantial  difference  between  the  two  provi- 
sions. Indeed,  unless  the  phrase  “all  cases  -in  law 
and  equity”  means  something  different  from  “ all 
suits  of  a civil  nature  at  common  law  or  in  equity,” 
used  in  the  other,  it  is  certain  that  there  can  be  no 
such  difference,  and,  consequently,  that  the  power 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  court  of  this  District, 
in  regard  to  the  writ  of  mandamus,  so  far  as  de- 
pends on  the  5th  section  above  quoted,  are  precisely 
the  same  with  those  of  the  other  circuit-courts.” 

But  the  attorney  general,  in  attempting  to  reduce 
thede  two  sections  to  an  equation,  by  striking  out 


from  both  sides  the  terms  which  he  deemed  equiva- 
lent, has  overlooked  entirely  the  words  “ concurrent 
with  the  courts  of  the  several  states,”  in  the  11th 
section  of  the  act  1789;  whicli  are  the  very  words 
that  constitute  the  essential  difference  between  the 
extent  of  jurisdiction  granted  in  the  respective  sec- 
tions. If  they  had  not  been  stricken  out  of  the 
equation,  that  side  of  it  which  regards  the  11th 
section  would  have  been  stated  thus:  “The  circuit 

courts  of  the  United  Slates  shall  have  original  cogni- 
zance, CONCURRENT  WITH  THE  COURTS  OF  THE 
several  states,  of  all  suits  of  a civil  nature  at 
common  law,  or  in  equity,”  “ where  the  suit  is  between 
a citizen  of  the  state  where  the  suit  is  brought,  and  a 
citizen  of  another  stale.” 

The  other  side  of  the  equation,  (that  which  re- 
gards the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  the  27th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1801,  which  gives  jurisdiction  to  this  court) 
would  be,  “ The  said  court,  [the  circuit  court  of  the 
District  of  Columbia]  “shall  have  cognizance  of  all 
cases  in  law  and  equity  between  parlies;  both  or 
either  of  which,  shall  be  resident  or  be  found  within 
said.  Disti'iri.*' 

Again:  by  striking  out  ftom  both  sides  of  the 
equation  the  personal  attributes  of  the  respective 
parties,  and  thus  reducing  it  to  its  lowest  and  most 
simple  terms,  the  equation  will  stand  thus: 

By  the  11th  section  of  By  the  5th  section  of 
the  act  of  1789,  the  cir-  the  act  of  tile  27th  Feb. 
cuit  courts  of  the  U.  S.  1891,  the  said  court,  ( the 
shall  have  original  cog-  circuit  court  of  the  Dis- 
nizance,  concurrent  with  trict  of  Columbia),  shall 
the  courts  of  the  several  have  cognizance  of  ali 
slates,  of  all  suits  ofacivil  cases  in  jaw  and  equity, 
nature  at  common  law,  or 
in  equity. 

Here  it  is  evident  that  the  jurisdiction  given  to 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  by  the  lltli 
section  of  the  act  of  1789  extends  to  those  cases 
only  of  which  the  state  courts  then  had  cognizance. 
The  state  courts  then  had  no  cognizance  of  “cases 
arising  under  the  constitution,  the  laws  of  Ihe  U. 
States,  and  treaties  made  under  their  authority,” 
nor  “of  cases  affecting  ambassadors,”  &c. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
in  Martin  vs  Hunter,  1 Wheat,  p.  334,  335,  say: 
“in  the  first  place,  as  to  cases  arising  under  the  con- 
stitution, laws  and  treaties  of  the  U.  Stales.  Here  the 
state  courts  could  not  ordinarily  possess  a dirget  ju- 
risdiction. 'I  he  jurisdiction  over  such  cases  could 
not  exist  in  the  state  courts  previous  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution,  and  it  could  not  afterwards 

hp  Hivertly  rnnfprrp4  011  thorp;  Tor  the  constitution 

expressly  requires  the  judicial  power  lo  be  vest- 
ed in  courts  ordained  ami  established  by  the  U. 
States.”  And  in  p.  337,  they  say:  “It  can  only  be 
in  those  cases  where,  previous  to  the  constitution, 
state  tribunals  possessed  jurisdiction  independent 
of  national  authority,  that  they  can  now  constitu- 
tionally exercise  a concurrent  jurisdiction.” 

It  is  true  that  in  the  state  courts,  in  the  exercise 
of  their  ordinan/  jurisdiction,  questions,  upon  the 
construction  of  the  constitution,  laws  and  treaties 
of  the  United  States,  may  incidentally  arise,  and 
must  be  decided  by  those  courts;  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  therefore  they  F:ave  direct  jurisdiction  of 
cases  in  which  the  cause  of  aciion  arises  under,  or 
for  the  violation  of,  a law  of  the  United  States.  In 
cases  where  they  have  jurisdiction  of  questions 
arising  incidentally  in  causes  within  their  ordinary 
jurisdiction,  provision  is  made  for  an  appeal  or 
writ  of  error  to  t lie  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  25th  section  of  the  judiciary  act 
of  17S9. 

Thus,  the  supreme  court,  in  the  same  case  of 
Martin  vs.  Hunter,  p.  340  say:  “But  it  is  plain  that- 
the  framers  of  the  constitution  did  contemplate  tiiat 
cases  within  the  judicial  cognizance  of  the  United 
States  not  only  might  but  would  arise  in  file  state 
courts,  in  the  exercise  of  their  ordinary  jurisdic- 
tion.” And  again,  in  p.  342,  they  say:  “It  was 
forseen  that,  in  the  exercise  of  their  ordinary  juris- 
diction, state  courts  would  incidentally  take  cogni- 
zance of  cases  arising  under  the  constitution,  the ' 
law's  and  treaties  of  the  United  States.  Yet  to  all 
these  cases  the  judicial  power,  by  the  very  terms 
of  the  constitution  Is  to  extend.  It  cannot  extend 
by  original  jurisdiction  if  that  was  already  rightful- 
ly and  exclusively  attached  in  the  state  courts, 
which  (as  has  been  already  shown)  may  occur;  it 
must,  therefore,  extend  by  appellate  jurisdiction,  or 
not  at  all.” 

But  in  the  same  ease,  p.  372,  Mr.  Justice  John- 
son says,  “That  the  real  doubt  is,  whether  the 
state  tribunals  can  constitutionally  exercise  juris- 
diction in  any  of  the  cases  to  which  the  judicial 
power  of  the  United  States  extends.” 

However  that  mav  be,-  we  think  it  clear  that  the 
concurrent  jurisdiction  of  the  state  courts,  referred 
to  in  the  1 Ith  section  of  the  act  of  1789,  is  the  ordi- 
nary and  direct  jurisdiction  which  those  courts  po's- 
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sessoil  at  the  ti  ae  of  passing  that  act}  and  that  the 
grant  of  jurisdiction  by  that  section  to  the  circuit 
courts  is  to  b • ine-.snired  by  tile  ordinary  and  direct 
j irisdiction  which  the  state  courts  then  possessed. 
That  as  the  direct  an  1 ordinary  jurisdiction  of’  the 
siu’e  courts  did  not  then  extend  to  cases  arising 
nid.-r  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  the  juris diction  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States  given  by  that  section  did  not  extend 
to  those  cases. 

Tiie  words  “all  suits  of  a civil  nature  at  common 
law  or  in  equity”  are  sufficiently  broad  to  compre- 
hend “all  cases  in  law  and  equity  arising  under  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,”  and 
would  have  extended  the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit 
courts  to  those  cases,  but  for  the  restraining  words, 
“ concurrent  with  the  courts  of  the  several  st  ites,” 
provided  the  parties  had  been  competent  to  litigate 
in  those  courts;  for  although  congress  had  power  lo 
give  thove  courts  jurisdiction  of  cases  arising  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  whatever  might  be 
the  character  of  the  parties,  yet  they  had  a right  to 
restrict  it  to  cases  in  which  the  character  of  the 
parlies  aho  would  enable  them  to  sna  in  those 
courts.  Thus,  in  the  case  of  Me  Clung  vs.  Silli- 
i»h,  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  although 
the  parlies  were  competent  to  litigate  in  that  court, 
had  not  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  because  it  was  a 
*‘c  isr  arising  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
an  I the  1 1 th  section  of  th  > act  of  1 73d  had  not  con- 
ferred upon  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States 
jurisdiction  in  such  cases.  Although  the  parties 
were  competent,  yet  the  court  had  not  jurisdiction 
of  the  subject-matter,  of  the  controversy.  But  if 
congress,  bv  the  1 1 th  section  of  the  .act  of  1739, 
had  given  to  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States 
jurisdiction  of  all  cases  arising  under  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  although  they  should  have  con- 
fined that  jurisdiction  to  the  persons  described  in 
that  section,  the  circuit  court  in  tl  *■  case  of  Mc- 
Clung  and  Silliman  would  have  had  jurisdiction  of 
the  c as"— for  the  subject-matter  of  the  controversy 
as  well  as  the  parties  would  be  within  the  cogni- 
zance of  the  court. 

That  the  congress  have  a right  thus  to  discrimi- 
nate between  persons  in  granting  jurisdiction  of 
cases  arising  under  th"  laws  of  the  United  States, 
appears  from  their  having  granted  it  in  the  case  of 
patents,  and  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  the  postmaster  general,  and  of  all  the  officers  of 
the  United  States,  who  under  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1315,  ch.  732,  sect. -1,  shall  sue  under  the 
authority  of  any  act  of  congress.  Congress  could 
have  "dvpn  *(,;=  j>,,;i4!eHon  only  on  the  around  that 
they  were  cases  arising  under  the  laws  of  the  Un-!t- 
ed  States,  for  the  characters  of  the  parties  did  not 
furnish  a ground  per  se , of  jurisdiction  uti(l"r  the 
constitution.  Postmaster  general  vs.  Karla,  12 
IVheat.  145;  Osborn  vs.  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
9 Wheat.  825. 

The  words  “concurrent  with  the  courts  of  the 
several  states,”  therefore,  in  the  11th  section,  clear- 
ly excluded  from  the  cognizance  of  the  circuit 
courts  “cases  in  law  and  equity,  arising  under  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States.”  There 
are  no  such  words  in  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of 
the  27th  of  February,  1801,  which  gives  this  court 
ils  jurisdiction,  nor  any  other  words  to  qualify  or 
restrict  the  full  force  of  the  words  “all  cases  in  law 
and  equity.” 

The  argument,  therefore,  which  was  drawn  from 
the  similarity  of  the  language  of  the  two  sections 
which  have  thus  been  compared,  entirely  fails. 

Biit  it  has  been  contended  in  argument  before 
this  court,  that  the  intention  of  the  legislature  is 
the  best  guide  *o  the  true  construction  of  a statute; 
ami  that  the  statute  must  be  construed  now  as  it 
would  have  been  at  the  time  it  was  passed;  and  the 
attorney  general  in  his  opinion  admits  that  this 
court,  when  the. case  of  Marburg  and  Madison  was 
decided,  “possessed  precisely  the  same  power  in 
this  respect,  which  it  possesses  now.”  It  was  also 
contended  in  argument,  that  as  congress  had  not 
thought  proper,  by  the  act  of  1789,  to  confer  on  the 
other  circuit  courts  of  the  U.  State's  jurisdiction  in 
cases  arising  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  it  was  not  their  intention  lo  confer 
it  on  this  court  by  the  act  of  27th  February,  1801. 

If  it  was  intended  by  congress  to  confer  on  this 
court  the  sauie  jurisdiction  only  which  it  had  con- 
ferred on  the  other  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  probable  they  would,  instead  of  enact- 
ing the  5th  section,  have  referred  to  the  law.;  giving 
that  jurisdiction,  as  they  had  referred  to  them  in  the 
thir  l section  for  our  powers.  But  the  fifth  section 
has  no  reference  whatever  to  the  jurisdiction  given 
to  those  courts;  and  that  jurisdiction,  if  referred  to, 
-,v  . it  I have  boon  quite  insufficient  lor  the  objects 
for  which  'this  court  was.  established.  II  would 
have  given  only  the  federal  jurisdiction,  and  would  j 
not  have  provided  a substitute  for  the  elate  jurisdre-  I 


tion  which  had  ceased  to  exist  upon  the  cession  of 
the  territory  to  the  United  Stales.  The  section, 
therefore,  giving  jurisdiction  to  this  court,  was  to 
be  modelled  so  as  to  give  the  court  all  the  federal 
and  all  the  state  jurisdiction.  As  there  were  no 
jealous  rival  jurisdictions  here,  it  was  unnecessary 
to  discriminate  between  federal  and  state  jurisdic- 
tion: the  only  judicial  power  which  could  be  ex"r- 
cised  here  was  the  judicial  power  of  the  United 
States.  The  only  concern  was  to  give  jurisdiction 
in  language  broad  enough  to  cover  the  whole  ground 
of  .federal  and  state  judicial  power. 

The  jurisdiction,  therefore,  which  i3  given  to  this 
court  cannot  be  limited  by  tile  terms  in  which  judi- 
cial power  has  been  meted  out  to  the  United  States 
by  the  constitution. 

But  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  that  congress  intend- 
ed by  the  act  of  27th  February,  ISO  I , to  give  this 
court  jurisdiction  of  cases  arising  under  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  United  States,  because  they 
had,  on  the  13th  of  the  same  month,  given  that  ju- 
risdiction expressly  in  terms  to  the  other  circuit 
courts  by  the  11th  section  of  the  act  of  that  date. 
By  that  .section  it  is,  among  other  tilings,  enacted 
“that  the  said  circuit  courts  respectively  shall  have 
cogni/.anee”  “of  all  cases  in  law  or  equity  arising 
under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  U.  States, 
and  treaties  male,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under 
their  authority,”  “and  also  of  all  actions  or  suits, 
matters  or  things  cognizable  by  the  judicial  autho- 
rity of  the  United  States,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
the  constitution  thereof,  where  the  matter  in  dispute 
shall  amount  to  four  hundred  dollars,  and  where 
original  jurisdiction  is  not  given  by  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  to  the  supreme  court  thereof, 
or  exclusive  jurisdiction,  by  law,  to  the  district 
courts  of  the  United  States.” 

It  would  have  been  strange,  indeed,  if  congress 
should  have,  given  this  jurisdiction  to  every  other 
circuit  court,  and  refused  it  to  that  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  where  there  was  no  other  court  to 
take  jurisdiction  of  those  cases;  where  there  was 
no  jealous  rival  to  be  oif'ended  at  the  grant  of  juris- 
diction, and  where  every  possible  case  that  can 
arise  is  a case  arising  under  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States.  And  still  more  strange 
would  it  be,  if  that  should  be  adjudged  to  be  the 
true  construction  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of 
27th  February,  1301,  the  words  of  which  are  so 
comprehensive  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  intro- 
duce the  words  “arising  under  tile  laws  of  the  Unit- 
ed States”  after  the  words  “all  cases  in  law  and 
equity,”  for  these  words  include  all  cases  in  law 
and  ennity  arising  under  the  general  tavvo  nf  the 
United  Stag's,  as  well  as  under  those  adopted  by 
congress  as  the  laws  of  this  District.  That  congress 
had  in  view  the  act  of  the  13th  of  February,  1801, 
when  they  passed  the  act  of  the  27th  of  February, 
1301,  appears  from  tile  terms  of  the  3d  section  of 
the  latter  act,  by  which' Jthey  say  that  “the  said 
court,  and  the  judges  thereof,  shall  have  all  the 
powers  by  law  vested  in  the  circuit  courts  and  the 
judges  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States.”— 
Until  the  13th  of  February,  1801,  the  office  of  judge 
of  a circuit  court  of  the  United  States  had  never  ex- 
isted. The  old  circuit  courts,  which  were  abolish- 
ed on  the  13th  of  February,  1801,  had  been  always 
held  by  a judge  or  judges  of  the  supreme  court  and 
the  judge  of  the  district  court,  neither  of  whom  was 
ever  called,  either  legally  or  in  common  parlance,  a 
judge  of  the  circuit  court  The  judges  of  the  circuit 
courts,  therefore,  to  whose  powers  reference  is  had 
in  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  the  27th  of  February, 
must  have  been  the  new  judges  whose  offices  had 
been  created  by  the  act  of  the  13th  of  February. 

That  act  was  in  full  force  on  the  27th  of  Februa- 
ry, 1801,  and  it  is  of  no  importance  whether  the 
courts  which  were  thereby  ordained  and  established 
had  or  had  not  been  organized,  or  whether  the  judges 
had  or  had  not  been  appointed,  before  the  27th  of 
February.  The  reference,  in  the  3d  section  of  the 
act  concerning  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  the  cir- 
cuit courts  and  the  judges  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States,  must  have  been  to  the  powers  vest- 
ed by  law  in  those  courts  and  judges,  as  they  were 
newly  organized  by  the  act  of  the  13th  of  February; 
and  those  powers  would  be  the  same  whether  the 
new  circuit  courts  were  or  were  not  organized,  and 
whether  the  .new  judges  were  or  were  not  appoint- 
ed, before  the  27th  of  February.  But  so  far  as  the 
extent  of  the  powers  vested  in  this  court  by  the  act 
of  that  date  is  concerned,  it  is  perfectly  iinmatej-ial 
whether  the  reference  in  the  3d  section  of  the  act 
is  to  the  powers  given  to  the  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States  by  the  act  of  the  13th  of  February, 
1801,  or  by  the  judiciary  act  of  the  24th  of  Septem- 
ber. 1739,  lor  the  powers  are  the  same,  as  appears 
by  reference  to  the  10th  section  of  the  act  of  the 
13 Hi  of  February,  which  is  in  these  words:  “.Ind. 

he  it  further  enacted  That  the  circuit  courts  shell 
have,  and  are  hereby  invested  with,  all  the  powers 


j heretofore  granted  by  law  to  the  circuit  courts  of  the 
j United  States,  unless  where  otherwise  provided  by 
j this  act.” 

The  act  of  the  13th  of  February  continued  in  full 
force  until  the  1st  of  July,  1802.  From  the  27  th  of 
February,  1301  to  the  1st  of  July,  1802,  thereloit, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  extent  of  the  pow- 
ers of  this  court.  And  the  construction  of  the  net 
of  the  27th  of  February,  1801,  must  be  the  same 
: now  as  it  was  then,  unless  it  has  been  altered  by 
[some  act  subsequently  passed.  None  has  since 
I been  passed  in  any  mariner  restricting  the  powers 
of  this  court  as  they  then  existed.  We  still  have, 
as  we  had  then,  all  the  powers  which  were,  by  the 
14th  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of  17S9,  vested  in 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  which  pow- 
ers have  been  found  abundantly  sufficient  (with 
the  aid  of  some  small  powers  given  by  subsequent 
statutes)  for  the  exercise  of  the  jurisdiction  given 
by  the  5th  section  of  (he  act  of  the  27th  of  Febru- 
ary. But  none  of  our  powers  are  derived  from  or 
dependent  upon  the  act  of  the  13th  of  February, 
1301,  or  the  judiciary  act  of  1789.  The  3d  section 
of  the  act  of  the  27th  of  February,  1801.  does  not 
refer  express  iu  any  particular  act  ot  congress, 
but  to  the  powers  which  were  then  by  law  vested 
in  the  circuit  courts  and  the  judges  of  the  courts  of 
the  United  States;  not  the  powers  which  had  been 
at  any  prior  period,  or  might  at  any  future  time,  be 
vested  in  those  courts  and  judges,  but  the  powers 
as  they  then  existed.  Our  powers  were  then  as 
well  ascertained  and  fixed  as  if  they  had  been  par- 
ticularly enumerated  and  minutely  described  by  the 
act  of  tlie  27th  of  February,  which  established  this 
court.  No  subsequent  alteration  or  modification  or 
repeal  of  the  powers  of  the  oilier  circuit  courts 
could  affect  our  powers;  arid  there  is  nothing  in  (he 
act  of  the  27th  of  February,  which  can  justify  the 
assumption  t hat  our  powers  “were  to  be  the  same 
with  those  of  the  circuit  courts,  and  the  judges  of 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  as  they 
should  from  time  lo  time  be  vested  by  law  in  those 
courts  and  judges.” 

As  the  act  of  the  27th  of  February,  1801,  was  not 
in  any  manner  dependent  on  that  of  the  13ih  of 
February,  the  repeal  of  the  latter  could  not  affect 
the  fbr.tier. 

The  act  of  the  13th  of  February  was  referred  to 
in  the  former  opinion  of  this  court,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  the  cases  of  McIntyre  vs.  Wood  and 
Me  Clung  vs.  Silliman  would  probably  have  been 
differently  decided  if  that  act  1 1 ad  been  in  force  at 
the  time  of  those  decisions,  because  those  cases 

WPTf*  i\ociAot\  upon  tho  ground  tliat  congress  l)U(l 

not,  by  the  1 1th  section  of  the  act  of  1739,  given 
to  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  jurisdic- 
tion of  cases  arising  under  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  which  jurisdiction  had 
been  given  by  the  11th  section  of  tile  repealed  act 
of  the  13th  of  February,  180], 

Another  reason  for  referring  to  the  act  of  the 
13th  of  February  was,  to  shdw  that  congress  had 
given  to  the  other  circuit  courts  jurisdiction  of 
cases  arising  under  the  laws  of  the'  United  States  at 
the  time  when  they  gave  jurisdiction  to  this  court, 
and  thence  to  infer  that  they  had  conferred  the 
same  jurisdiction  upon  this  conit. 

In  the  former  opinion  of  this  court  it  was  said 
that  the  only  point  decided  in  the  case  of  Me  Clung 
vs.  Silliman  was,  that  “a  stale  court  cannot  issue  a 
mandamus  to  an  officer  of  the  United  States.”  Upon 
examining  the  record  of  that  case  in  the  clerk’s  of- 
fice of  the  supreme  court,  it  appears  that  there 
were  two  cases  brought  up  by  writ  of  error — one 
from  the  state  court,  and  one  from  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States:  the  former  was  decided  by 
the  state  court,  in  1815,  and  the  other  by  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States,  in  1821  or  1822;  botli 
causes  were  argued  before  the  supreme  court  as 
one  case,  and  both -were  decided  by  that  court;  so 
that  the  question  respecting  the.  jurisdiction  of  the 
circuit  court  was  decided  as  well  as  that  respecting 
the  jurisdiction  of  "the  state  court. 

We  were  led  into  the  mistake  by  the  marginal 
not"  of  the  reporter,  as  well  as  by  some  expressions 
of  the  judge.  Our  mistake,  however,  did  not  affect 
our  opinion.  « 

We  place  no  reliance  on  the  difference  between 
a case  and  a suit.  If  there  is  any  difference,  how- 
ever, the  word  case  is  more  comprehensive  than 
the  word  suit.  A case  must  exist  of  which  a court 
may  take  cognizance  before  a suit  can  be  brought 
upon  it. 

After  reconsidering  the  former  opinion  of  the 
court  in  this  case,  with  ali  the  light  thrown  upon  it 
by  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general,  and  the  ar- 
gument of  the  district  attorney,  we  are  still  of  opi- 
nion.that  this  court  has  jurisdiction  in  cases  arising 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the* 
cases  of  McIntyre  vs.  Wood  and  McClung  vs.  SiU.i- 
man,  so  far  from  showing  that  it  has  not  power  to 
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issue  a writ  of  mandamus  to  a ministerial  officer  of 
the  United  States,  afford  strong  ground  of  inference 
that  it  has  the  power  because  it  lias  the  jurisdiction, 
the  want  of  which  was  the  ground  of  the  decisions 
ol'  the  court  in  those  cases. 

The  court  is  then  obliged  to  consider  the  post- 
master general's  first  objection, 

The  first  reason  assigned  by  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral for  not  obeying  the  mandamus  is: 

That  “it  is  doubted  whether  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  confers  on  the  judiciary  depart 
ment  of  the  government  authority  to  control  the 
executive  department  in  the  exercise  of  its  func- 
tions, of  whatsoever  character 

A question  of  jurisdiction,  however  suggested, 
should  always  be  well  considered  by  the  court;  and 
in  the  present  case,  it  has  become  a highly  import- 
ant question,  as  it  involves  the  construction  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  upon  the  respec- 
tive powers  and  duties  of  two  of  the  great  constitu- 
tional departments  of  the  government. 

Before  we  proceed  to  examine  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  supposed  conflicting  powers  are  respec- 
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by  ascertaining,  as  exactly  as  we  can,  the  extent  of 
the  powers  claimed,  and  the  points  conceded  on  one 
side  and  the  other. 

fn  the  first  place,  the  jndiciary  department  is  un- 
derstood as  disclaiming  all  right  to  control  any  exe- 
cutive officer  in  the  exercise  of  functions,  in  the 
discharge  of  which  he  is  to  use  his  own  dicretion, 
oris  legally  bound  to  act  according  to  the  will  of  his 
superior.  The  word  ■'■control”  seems  of  itself  to  im- 
ply that  the  party  to  be  controlled  has  power  to  ex- 
ercise his  functions,  or  discharge  his  duty, in  seve- 
ral different  ways.  It  is  not  the  word,  therefore, 
which  expresses  correctly  the  kind  of  power  or 
authority  asserted  by  a court,  when  it  issues  its 
mandamus.  To  “control,”  properly  means  to  keep 
under  check — to  govern— to  restrain.  A manda- 
mus is  a simple  command  to  a person  to  do  an  act 
which  he  is  bound  by  law  to  do,  and  which  he  has 
no  lawful  right  to  refuse  to  do. 

In  the  present  case,  the  mandamus  asked  for  is  a 
writ  commandingthe  postmaster  general  to  do  an  act 
which  a statute  positively  requires  him  to  do;  which 
he  cannot  lawfully  refuse  to  do;  and  in  regard  to  the 
doing  of  which  he  is  not  bound  to  act  according  to 
the  will  of  any  superior  officer.  The  court,  there- 
fore, issuing  the  mandamus  does  not  attempt  to 
control  him  in  his  executive  functions. 

The  question,  therefore,-  proposed  by  the  post- 
master general  is  not  the  true  question  presented  in 
the  present  cas"*.  me  abstract  proposition  arising 
upon  the  case  is,  that  this  court  has  power  to  issue 
a mandamus  to  an  executive  officer  of  the  United 
States,  commanding  him  to  do  a ministerial  official 
act,  which  he  is  positively  required  by  law  to  do, 
over  which  he  has  no  discretion,  and  in  regard  to 
which  he  is  not  bound  by  law  to  act  according  to 
the  will  of  another,  and  by  his  refusal  to  do  which 
an  individual  has  sustained  or  will  sustain  injury. 
This  seems  to  be  the  only  claim  of  power  whicli  it 
is  necessary  for  this  court  to  make,  in  order  to  sup- 
port the  mandamus  in  the  present  case. 

On  the  other  side,  it  is  admitted  by  the  attorney 
general,  in  his  opinion  appended  to  the  answer  of 
Hie  postmaster  general,  and  was  also  admitted  by 
tile  district  attorney,  in  his  argument,  “that  where  a 
vested  legal  right  has  been  violated  by  a public  offi- 
cer; or  where  a specific  duty,  on  the  performance  of 
which  individual  rights  depend,  is  assigned  by  law 
to  an  officer,  and  he  refuses  to  per'orm  it,  the  indi- 
vidual who  considers  himself  aggrieved  has  a right 
to  resort  to  the  laws  of  his  country  for  a remedy; 
and  that  the  conduct  of  the  officer  is  liable  to  be 
judicially  examined;  and  that  this,  if  ever  doubtful, 
is  now  too  well  settled  to  be  disputed.  Actions  of 
trespass  and  other  actions  for  damages  against  col- 
lectors of  the  customs,  olficers  of  the  army  and  navy, 
and  other  public  functionaries,  for  official  acts  or 
omissions  injurious  to  the  vested  rights  of  indivi- 
viduals,  are  of  frequ°nt  occurrence;  and  it  is  not  to 
he  doubted  that,  through  such  actions,  any  officer  of 
the  government,  the  president  included,  may  be 
held  responsible  in  damages  for  the  violation  of  any 
vested  l“gal  right.  But  the  actions,”  it  is  said,  “are 
against  the  officer  in  his  individual  character,  and 
do  not  imply  any  power  in  the  judicial  tribunals,  in 
which  they  may”  be  prosecuted,  to  supervise  and 
control,  in  advance,  the  official  action  of  the  officer.” 

Again,  in  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general,  it 
is  said: 

“The  obvious  design  of  all  these  provisions”  (that 
the  executive. power  shall  be  vested  in  a president 
of  the  United  States;  that  he  shall  take  care  that  the 
laws  be  faithfully  executed;  that  he  shall  have  pow- 
er to  appoint  and  remove  the  executive  officers) 
“was  to  make  the  president  resnonsible  for  the  faith- 
ful execution  of  the  laws,  and  for  the  official  acts  of 
all  the  officers  of  the  executive  department.  Not 


that  he  should  be  liable  to  impeachment,  or  other  cri- 
minal procedure,  or  to  a civil  action,  for  every  illegal 
act  or  culpable  omission  of  each  one  of  those  offi- 
cers.” “Nor  that  the  inferior  officer  should  be  ex- 
empt from  personal  liability  to  impeachment,  in- 
dictment, or  civil  action,  lor  any  culpable  act  or 
omission  of  duty,  even  though  he  may  be  able  toplead 
in  his  excuse  the  express  direction  of  the  president. 
But  it  is  possible  for  the  president,  through  the 
heads  of  the  executive  departments,  to  give  more  or 
less  attention  to  the  proceedings  of  each  department, 
and  to  take  care  that  the  laws  concerning  it  be  faith- 
fully executed;  and  itis  agreeable  to  reason,  and  to  the 
rules  of  law,  that  where  two  persons  unite  in  the 
performance  of  an  illegal  act,  or  in  a culpable  omis- 
sion of  duty,  each,  to  a greater  or  less  extent,  and 
according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  should 
be  personally  responsible,  although  one  of  them 
may  have  an  official  superiority  to  the  other.  This 
species  of  responsibility  it  was  the  design  of  the 
constitution  to  fasten  upon  the  president;  and  hence 
it  vests  in  him,  and  in  him  alone,  with  a few  spe- 
cified exception,  the  whole  executive  power  of  the 

gv/i/tzi  jivnC/Lf  .** 

Again,  he  says:  “It  belongs  to  the  legislature  to 
create  the  executive  departments,  to  define  their 
powers  and  duties,  to  provide  the  requisite  officers, 
to  prescribe  their  various  functions,  and  to  make  all 
other  legal  provisions  which  may  be  necessary  and 
proper  to  regulate  the  action  of  those  departments. 
But  when  a law  is  once  passed  for  the  government 
of  the  executive  officer,  all  that  appertains  to  its  exe- 
eution  falls  under  the  care  of  the  president.  It  is 
his  province  to  instruct  and  command  the  officer;  to 
remove  him  if  he  acts  unfaithfully ; and  to  appoint 
one  in  his  place  who  will  fulfil  his  duty  agreeably 
to  law.” 

The  attorney  general,  also,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  hi3  opinion,  dated  the  19th  of  June,  1837, 
states  the  facts  of  the  case  as  follows: 

“The  case  proposed  by  you,  in  your  communica- 
tion of  the  29th  ultimo,  and  now  presented,  relates 
to  the  power  of  the  circuit  court  of  this  District  to 
issue  a mandamus  to  the  postmaster  general — an 
an  executive  officer  of  the  United  Slates — for  the  pur- 
pose of  compelling  him  to  perform  an  official  act, 
alleged  to  have  been  enjoined  upon  him  by  a spe- 
cial act  of  congress,  passed  for  the  relief  of  the  par- 
ties applying  for  the  writ.  This  act  treats  exclu- 
sively of  certain  claims  depending  in  the  post  office 
department,  and  growing  out  of  contracts  with  that 
department;  it  refers  these,  claims  to  the  solicitor  of 
the  treasury  for  settlement;  and  it  directs  the  post- 
master general  to  credit  trre  con'-iai-tura  wiui  wnai- 
ever  sum  of  money,  if  any,  tile  solicitor  shall  decide 
to  be  due  them.  The  duty  imposed  by  this  law  is, 
therefore,  in  every  sense,  an  official  duty;  it  relates 
to  the  business  of  his  department;  it  is  imposed  on 
him  by  his  name  of  office.  The  solicitor  of  the 
treasury  has  made  an  award,  by  .which  he  decides 
that  certain  sums  of  money  are  due  to  the  contrac- 
tors, and  the  postmaster  general  has  credited  them 
with  a part  of  these  sums:  but,  for  reasons  satisfac- 
tory to  bis  own  judgment  and  sense  of  duty,  has  re- 
fused to  credit  the  b dance,  until  directed  so  to  do 
by  a further  act  of  congress.  The  contractors  have 
applied  to  the  late  president  of  the  United  States  to 
take  order,  by  virtue-  of  his  constitutional  duty, 
to  see  the  laws  faithfully  executed,  for  the  cre- 
diting of  the  balance;  but  being  satisfied  with  the 
course  of  the'postmaster  general,  he  declined  mak- 
ing any  such  order,  and  referred  the  parties  to  con- 
gress for  further  legislative  directions.  The  like 
application  has  been  made  to  the  present  chief  ma- 
gistrate, who  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  interfere 
with  the  disposition  of  the  subject  made  by  his  pre- 
decessor; and  the  parties  now  apply  to  the  circuit 
court  of  this  District  for  an  order,  in  the  form  of  a 
writ  of  mandamus,  to  the  postmaster  general,  to 
credit  and  pay  the  balance  of  the  solicitor’s  award, 
on  the  ground  that  this  is  a mere  ministerial  act,  to 
the  performance  of  which  the  applicants  have  a 
fixed  legal  right,  under  the  act  ofcongress  as  it  now 
stands,  and  for  which  they  have  no  other  adequate 
legal  remedy.” 

The  admissions,  in  these  extracts,  respecting  the 
personal  liability  of  the  executive  officers,  and  the 
power  of  the  legislature  to  create  executive  depart- 
ments and  offices,  make  it  unnecessary  to  refer  to 
the  large  class  of  cases  in  which  the  courts  have  de- 
cided that  executive  officers  were  liable  in  actions 
at  law  for  injuries  done  to  individuals  by  such  offi- 
cers, in  the  erroneous  or  illegal  exercise  of  their 
functions,  although  acting  under  the  orders  of  their 
superior  officers,  whose  orders  they  were  bound  in 
law  to  obey  if  warranted  by  law. 

It  being  admitted  then,  that  these  executive  offi- 
cers are  personally  liable  at  law  for  damages,  in  the 
ordinary  forms  of  action,  for  illegal  official  ministe- 
rial acts  or  omissions,  the  inquiry  seems  reduced  to 
the  quostion,  whether,  when  it  is  still  in  the  power 


of  an  officer  to  do  the  act,  the  unlawful  refusal  to 
do  which  has  already  made  him  liable  to  an  action 
at  law  for  damages,  the  court  has  not  power  fo  issue 
the  writ  of  mandamus,  commanding  him  to  do  it, 
instead  of  a capias  to  arrest  his  body  for  not  having 
done  it.  What  is  there  in  the  official  character  of 
the  officer  to  deprive  the  court  of  this  power,  or  to 
render  it  improper  in  the  court  to  exercise  it?  Or, 
in  the  language  of  the  supreme- court  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  case  of  Marbury  vs.  Madison,  we  may 
ask,  “If  it  be  no  intermeddling  with  a subject  over 
which  the  executive  can  be  considered  as  having 
exercised  any  control,  what  is  there  in  the  exalted 
station  of  the  officer  which  shall  bar  a citizen  from 
asserting  in  a court  of  justice  his  legal  rights,  or 
shall  forbid  the  court  to  listen  to  the  claim,  or  to  is- 
sue a mandamus,  directing  the  performance  of  a 
duty,  not  depending  on  executive  discretion,  biM  on 
particular  acts  of  congress  and.  the  general  principles 
of  law?  If  one  of  the  heads  of  the  departments 
commits  an  illegal  act,  under  color  of  his  office,  by 
which  an  individual  sustains  an  injury,  it  cannot  be 
retended  that  his  office  alone  exempts  him  from 
eing  sued  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  proceeding,  and 
being  compelled  to  obey  the  judgment  of  thi  law. 
How  then  can  his  office  exempt  him  from  this  par- 
ticular mode  of  deciding  on  the  legality  of  his  con- 
duct, il  the  case  be  such  a case  as  would,  were  any 
other  individual  the  party  complained  of,  authorise 
the  process?  It  is  not  by  the  office  of  the  person  to 
whom  the  writ  is  directed,  but  the  nature  of  the 
thing  to  be  done  that  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of 
issuing  a mandamus  is  to  be  determined.  Where 
the  head  of  a department  acts  in  a case  in  which 
executive  di'scretioiHs  to  be"  exercised,  in  which  he 
is  the  mere  organ  of  the  executive  will,  it  is  again 
repeated  that  any  application  to  a court  to  control 
in  any  respect  his  conduct  would  be  rejected  with- 
out hesitation.  But  where  he  is  directed  l;y  law 
to  do  a certain  act,  affecting  the  absolute  rights  of 
individuals,  in  the  performance  of  which  he  is  not 
placed  under  the  particular  direction  of  the  presi- 
dent, and  the  performance  of  which  the  president 
cannot  lawfully  forbid,  and  is,  therefore,  never  pre- 
sumed to  have  forbidden,”  “it  is  perceived  on  what 
ground  the  courts  of  the  country  are  farther  excus- 
ed from  the  duty  of  giving  judgment,  that  right  be 
done  to  an  injured  individual,  than  if  the  same  ser- 
vices were  to  be  performed  by  a person  not  the 
head  of  a department. 

The  force  of  this  opinion,  it  is  suggested,  is 
much  impaired  by  the  obseivations  maiie  by  chief 
justice  Marshall  himself,  in  the  subsequent  case  of 
'ra/iras  vs.  Virginia,  in  o WheaXon,  399,  wtiere  no 
says,  “It  is  a maxim  not  to  be  disregarded,  that 
general  expressions,  in  every  opinion,  are  to  be 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  case  in  which  those 
expressions  are  used.  If  they  go  beyond  the  case 
they  may  be  respected,  but  ought  not  to  control 
the  judgment  in  a subsequent  suit  when  the  very 
point  is  presented  for  decision.  The  reason  of  this 
maxim  is  obvious;  the  question  actually  before  the 
court  is  investigated  with  care  ami  considered  in  its 
full  extent.  Other  principles  which  may  serve  to 
illustrate  it  are  considered  in  their  relation  to  the 
case  decided,  but  their  possible  bearing  in  all  other 
cases  is  seldom  completely  investigated.  In  The 
case  of  Marbury  vs.  Madison,  the  single  question 
before  the  court,  so  far  as  that  case  can  be  applied 
to  this,”  (i.  e.  to  the  case  of  Cohens ),  “was,  whe- 
ther the  legislature  could  give  this  court  original 
jurisdiction  in  a case  in  which  the  constitution  had 
clearly  not  given  it,  and  in  which  no  doubt  respect- 
ing the  construction  of  the  article  could  possibly  be 
raised.”  The  court  decided,  and  we  think  very 
properly,  that  the  legislature  could  not  give  original 
jurisdiction  in  such  a case.  But  in  the  reasoning  of 
the  court,  in  support  of  this  decision,  some  expres- 
sions are  used  which  go  far  beyond  it.  Here  it  is 
evident  that  the  expressions  alluded  to  were  used 
in  support  of  the  decision  that  the  legislature  could 
not  give  original  jurisdiction  in  such  a case,  and 
not  those  used  in  support  of  those  parts  of  the  opi- 
nion of  the  supreme  court,  in  the  case  of  Marbury 
and  Madison,  which  were  cited  by  this  court  in  ils 
former  opinion,  and  which  arc  again  cited  in  this; 
and  which,  are,  therefore,  in  no  manner  affected 
by  these  observations  of  the  chief  justice,  farther 
than  (lie  maxim  which  he  lays  down  may  be  sup- 
posed to  affect  the  extent  of  the  language  used. 

Whatever  odium  may  be  attempted  to  be  cast 
upon  those  parls  of  the  opinion  of  the  supreme 
court  in  that  case,  and  whether  they  can  be  consi- 
dered as  authoritative,  judicial  decisions  binding 
upon  this  court,  or  as  only  obiter  dicta,  yet  they 
must  be  considered  as  the  opinions  of  six  learned 
judges,  constituting  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of 
the  country,  to  which  can  be  referred  the  ultimate 
decision  of  all  constitutional  questions,  never  re- 
voked nor  reversed.  The  sentiments  they  contain 
arc  based  on  the  soundest  principles  of  civil  liberty. 
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and  have  never  been  answered,  and  can  never  be 
answered  without  invoking  principles  which  tend 
to  set  the  executive  authority  above  the  restraints  ot 
law. 

l)ut  they  are  now  attempted  to  be  obviated,  and 
we  will  consider  in  what  manner. 

It  is  premised  that,  by  the  theory  of  our  govern- 
ment, tiie  three  great  departments,  the  legislative, 
the  executive  and  the  judicial,  are  to  be  kept  so  dis- 
tinct that  one  cannot  exercise  any  portion  of  thr* 
power  which  properly  belongs  to  the  other.  That 
whatever  power  is,  in  its  nature,  executive,  can  be 
constitutionally  exercised  only  by  an  executive  offi- 
cer, and  whatever  power  is  in  its  nature  judicial, 
can  only  be  exercised  by  courts  and  judges  consli- 
tutionaliv  established  and  appointed.  It  is  then 
contended  that  the  constitution,  bv  declaring  that 
‘■the  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a president 
ot'  the  Uidted  States,”  and  that  he  skull  take  care 
that  the  laics  be  faithfully  executed;”  and  by  giving 
him  the  power  of  appointment  and  removal  of  all 
executive  officers,  has  vested  “in  him,  and  him 
alone,  with  a few  exceptions,  the  whole  executive 
power  of  the  government.”  “That  the  obvious  de- 
sign of  these  provisions  was  to  make  the  president 
responsible  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  laws, 
and  for  the  official  ads  of  all  the  officers  of  the  execu- 
tive'department.”  “That  Ihe  executive  officers  are 
his  agents,  for  whom  he  is  held  responsible  to  the 
people,  whose  agent  he  is.”  That  ihe  acts  of  the 
executive  officers  are  the  acts  of  the  president.  That 
constitutionally  he  is  as  responsible  for  them  as  if 
they  were  done  by  himself;  though  not  morally. 
That  so  far  as  regards  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
therefore,  no  distinction  can  be  maintained  between 
acts  of  the  president  and  those  of  bis  subordinate 
officers.  That  in  law  they  are  all  acts  of  the  presi- 
dent.” 

That  when  a mandamus  issues  from  the  judiciary 
to  an  executive  ministerial  officer  commanding  him 
to  do  a merely  ministerial  act  which  he  is  absolute- 
ly required,  by  an  act  of  congress,  to  do;  which  he 
cannot  lawfully  refuse  to  do;  and  which  the  presi- 
dent cannot  lawfully  forbid  him  to  do,  it  is  said, 
“they  attempt  to  control  the  executive  power,  to 
assume  the  functions  of  the  president,  to  make 
themselves  the  executive  in  the  last  resort;  superior 
to  the.  executive  created  by  the  constitution,  and 
elected  by  the  people.” 

This  argument  rests  almost  entirely  upon  the  force 
of  the  word  '‘control,”  which,  as  belore  suggested, 
implies  an  interlerence  with  some  right  or  power  of 
the  person  to  be  controlled.  To  command  a person 
to  do  what  he  is  hound  by  law  to  do,  and  what  he 
has  no  right  to  reiuse  to  (to,  is  not  to  control  him  in 
the  exercise  of  any  of  his  functions,  but  to  compel 
him  to  execute  them.  Belore  it  can  be  shown  that 
such  a mandamus  as  is  above  described  would  con- 
trol the  executive  in  the  exercise  of  any  of  its  func- 
tions, it  must  appear  that  the  executive  has  a dis- 
cretion to  do,  nr  not  to  do,  the  thing  commanded;  if 
it  has  no  lawful  right  to  judge  whether  the  tiling 
shall  or  shall  not  be  don?,  if  it  has  no  lawful  autho 
rity  to  forbid  the  officer  to  obey  ihe  law,  vvliat  func- 
tion ofthe  executive  is  interfered  with  by  the  man- 
damus? Will  it  be  said  that  the  officer  has  a rhht 
to  refuse  to  obey  the  law. and  throw  himself  upon 
his  responsibility  to  the  president?  Or,  that  (lie 
pivsi  lent,  throwing  himself  upon  his  responsibility 
to  the  people,  has  a right  lo  command  him  to  diso- 
bey the  law?  If  such  things  should  be  done,  they 
must  be  acknowledged  to  be  violations  of  the  law, 
and  could  only  be  done  under  a hope  that  tile  emer- 
gency ofthe  case  would  palliate  if  not  justify  the 
a,-;,  a ml  that  the  od'ence  would  be  politically  pardon- 
ed by  the  people. 

Will  it  be  said-tbat  the  nfficerhas  a right  to  refuse, 
obedience  to  the  law,  and  to  throw  himself  upon  his 
personal  responsibility  in  damages  to  the  injured 
party?  This  would  be  a wrong  done  to  the  party; 
and  a man  can  never  have  a right  to  do  wrong. 

But  it  is  contended  that  the  officer  is  officially  re- 
sponsible to  the  president  alone,  and  that  the  presi- 
dent alone  has  the  right  to  commad  him  to  do  his 
duty;  and  that  the  court  has  no  right  to  do  that 
which  it  is  the  duty  oT  the  president  to  do,  viz.  to 
command  the  officer  to  do  his  duty. 

This  proposition  raises  the  questions,  what  is  the 
relation  between  the  executive  and  the  judicial  de- 
partments of  this  government?  What  is  the  line 
which  separates  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  one 
from  the  other?  and  how  far  one  may  tread  upon  the 
gro  in  1 in'  the  other? 

The  three  great"  departments  of  this  government 
are  only  branches  of  the  sovereign  power  ofthe  na- 
tion, each  exercising  its  functions  in  the  name  and 
u rid  t the  authority  of  that  sovereign  power.  When 
the  president  does  an  act  in  virtue  of  his  office,  it  is 
the  act  ofthe  sovereign  power.  So,  when  the  judi- 
ciary d ies  an  act.  it  is  still  the  act  of  the  same  sove- 
reign power.  When  a mandamus  is  sent  by  a 


court  to  an  executive  officer,  it  is  not  the  court  that 
commands,  but  the  sovereign  power.  All  com- 
mands from  t he  con rt  are  issued  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  ol  the  United  States.  In  each 
case  it  is  the  whole  sovereign  power  acting  by  its 
appropriate  organ.  The  executive  and  judicial  de- 
partments are  not  rivals.  They  must  unite  their 
functions,  or  the'  laws  cannot  be  executed.  The 
president  is  as  dependent  on  the  judiciary  to  enable 
him  to  see  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,  as 
the  judiciary  is  on  him  to  enforce  its  judgments. 
The  moment  a litigation  arises,  whether  upon  the 
law  or  the  fact,  the  power  of  the  president  to  see 
that  the  laws  he  executed  in  that  case,  by  any 
other  than  judicial  process,  ceases,  until  the  litiga- 
tion is  closed  by  the  judgment  of  the  court;  and  the 
sovereign  power  commands  the  proper  executive  of- 
ficer to  ex  cute  that  judgment.  The  duty  ofthe  pre- 
sident is  as  obligatory  to  see  the  laws  executed 
through  the  instrumentality  of  tile  judicial  tribunals 
as  it  is  to  see  them  executed  when  a re3ort  to  those 
tribunals  is  not  necessary.  The  separation,  therefore, 
of  the  executive  from  the  judicial  power  is  not  as 
complete  as  has  been  supposed.  The  executive  can- 
not see  that  the  laws  be  t'aUM'ully  ok«„w,  Put  in 
the  due  forms  of  law.  The  principles  of  magna 
charts  are  altogether  as  obligatory  upon  our  execu- 
tive as  the  charter  itselfwas  upon  the  kings  of  Eng- 
land. Nullus,  liber  homo  capiutur,  etc.  nec  super  cum 
ibimus,  nec  super  euni  mittemiis,  nisi  pet  legale  judi- 
cium parium  suarum,  vel  per  legem,  terra..  No  free 
man  shall  be  seized,  Stc.  nor  will  wc  pass  upon  him, 
nor  condemn  him,  but  by  the  lawful  judgment  of 
his  peers,  or  by  the  law  of  ihe  land.  Tile  words  per 
legem  terra,  lord  Coke  says,  mean  “by  due  process  of 
law,”  and  that  this  chapter  is  but  declaratory  of  the 
old  law  of  England.— (2  Inst.  50.) 

In  England  the  whole  sovereign  power  was,  in 
ancient  times,  vested,  or  supposed  to  be  vested,  in 
the  king.  It  was  called  his  realm,  his  laws,  his  par- 
liament, his  judges,  &c.  The  liberties  recited  in 
magna  charta  were  said  to  be  granted  by  the  king  to 
his  subjects,  and  in  the  old  statutes,  it  is  said  that 
the  king  granicth,  or  ordainci h,  &c.  and  even  now 
the  statutes  are  said  to  be  enacted  by  the  king’s 
most  excellent  majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  ofthe  lords,  temporal  and  spiritual,  and  the 
commons,  &c. 

And  even  when  the  authority  of  parliament  was 
well  established,  only  two  powers  were  acknow- 
ledged in  the  government —the  executive  and  the 
legislative.  The  judicial  was  not  known  as  a se- 
parate power;  but  was,  both  in  theory  and  practice, 
a part  ofthe  executive,  'T'he  king,  at  the  common 

law,  liy  Ilia  prerogative,  hart  tbc  powor,  ae  chiaf 

magistrate  of  the  nation,  to  erect  tribunals  of  jus- 
tice; to  define  their  powers  and  duties;  to  create 
■offices  and  appoint  and  remove  officers,  and  to  ap- 
point the  judges,  and  limit  the  tenure  of  their  of- 
fice. There  could  be  no  contest  between  the  exec- 
ulive  and  judicial  power,  for  the  whole  was  exec- 
utive. The  king  had  a control  over  the  whole  for 
the  purpose  of  seeing  that  the  laws  were  executed, 
and  that  power  lie  delegated  to  bis  court  of  king’s 
bench,  it  being  the  highest  court  elected  under  his 
authority.  The  other  courts,  however,  sitting  in 
Westminster  Hall,  are  not  inferior  courts.  In  these 
courts  the  king,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  is  always 
present,  though  he  cannot  personally  distribute 
justice.  (1  III.  Com.  270.)  To  these  courts, 
therefore,  in  which  the  king  was  supposed  to  be  al- 
ways present,  at  least  by  his  judges,  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary that  a writ  of  mandamus  should  issue. — 
The  court  of  king’s  bench,  in  issuing  the  writ  of 
mandamus,  fan  only  he  considered  as  exercising 
for  the  king,  and  in  his  name,  that  part  of  his  ex- 
ecutive duty  which  required  him  to  see  that  the 
laws  were  faithfully  executed;  that  prerogative,  of 
seeing  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,  Was 
conferred  upon  him  by  the  common  law  for  the  be- 
nefit of  his  subjects.  The  prerogatives  of  the  king 
were  of  two  kinds:  1st.  those  which  belonged 
strictly  to  the  person  of  the  king;  and  2d.  such  as 
regarded  him  in  his  political  capacity  only,  as  the 
supreme  head  and  chief  magistrate  of  tire  nation, 
as  the  representative  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  peo- 
ple, as  the  administrator  ofthe  laws,  and  as  the  ge- 
ne lal  conservator  of  the  peace  of  his  dominions. — 
This  second  class  of  prerogatives  passed  from  the 
king  to  his  colonies,  and  was  exercised  under  (he 
charters  or  royal  governments  which,  by  virtue  of 
his  prerogative,  he  established  in  this  country:  and 
at  the  revolution  passed  from  them  to  fhe  several 
states  as  they  respectively  assumed  self-govern- 
'ment.  The  writ  of  mandamus  was  founded  upon 
the  king’s  prerogative  of  seeing  that  the  laws' were 
faithfully  executed,  and  is  therefore  called  a pre- 
rogative writ.  It  was  the  means  by  which  he  exe- 
cuted that  part  of  his  duty.  It  was,  in  truth  an 
executive  proceeding  through  the  instrumentality 
of  his  court. 


When  the  prerogative  came  lo  this  country  and 
was  received  into  the  colonies  as  part  of  their  re- 
spective laws  and  systems  of  government,  it  was 
accompanied  by  the  judicial  aid  of  a writ  of  man- 
damus, to  enable  the  executive  power  to  see  that 
the  laws  were  faithfully  executed.  It  has  been  be- 
fore observed  that  the  executive  power  cannot  cause 
all  the  laws  to  be  executed  without  the  aid  of  the 
judicial,  because  the  laws  must  be  executed  by  due 
process  of  law.  Thus,  the  bringing  a man  before  the 
court  is  an  executive  act,  but  it  must  be  done  in  due 
form  of  law.  For  this  purpose,  the  sovereign  power, 
by  means  of  a judicial  tribunal,  sends  a writ  com- 
manding the  executive  to  take  the  body  ofthe  per- 
son and  bring  him  before  the  court.  When  the 
cause  is  decided  and  judgment  rendered,  the  same 
sovereign  power  sends  to  the  executive  another 
writ  commanding  him  to  see  that  the  judgment  be 
executed.  Why  is  not  this  an  interference  with  the 
functions  of  the  executive?  Because  the  executive 
cannot  execute  its  duty  of  seeing  the  laws  faithfully 
executed  without  the  intervention  of  the  judicial 
power.  So  the  executive  cannot  execute  the  same 
duty  even  in  regard  to  a subordinate  executive  of- 
fic.er,  where  the  rights  of  a third  person  intervene, 
without  the  intervention  ot  the  judicial  power  by 
means  of  a mandamus,  in  cases  where  that  is  the  ap- 
propriate remedy;  for  the  only  other  power  which 
the  executive  has  to  cause  the  law  to  be  executed 
is  to  remove  the  officer  and  appoint  another.  But 
Ibis  does  not  execute  the  law;  and  if  it  should  be 
the  means  of  causing  the  law  to  be  executed,  yet, 
whether  that  means  would  be  used  or  not  would 
depend  upon  the  will  of  the  executive,  or  upon  his 
opinion  of  the  law,  or  of  the  manner  in  which 
it  out  to  be  executed;  and  whatever  that  opinion 
might  be,  it  could  not  be  obligatory  upon  the  injur- 
ed individual;  and  if  that  opinion  should  be  against 
the  claim  of  that  individual,  the  case  must  still 
be  referred  lo  a judicial  tribunal  before  the  exe- 
cutive would  be  able  to  cause  the  law  in  that  casi- 
to  be  executed.  A writ  of  mandamus,  therefore, 
is  as  much  a means  given  to  the  executive  to  ena- 
ble him  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  faithfully  executed, 
as  a common  cajnas  ad  respondendum,  or  a fieri 
facias,  or  any  other  vi'rit  devised  by  the  judicial 
power,  is  to  enable  the  executive  to  discharge  that 
important  duty.  Surely  the  executive  cannot  com- 
plain that  the  court'lias  furnished  him  with  an  ad- 
ditional means  of  discharging  his  duty.  There  is 
i.o  more  interference  of  the  judicial  with  the  exe- 
cutive in  one  case,  than  in  the  oilier.  Surely  the 
president,  upon  whom  is  devolved  the  high  prero- 
gative of  seeing  that  the  laics  be.  faithfully  executed, 

will  not  object  to  tlic  court’o  furniehin"  liim  \v  i l : i 

the  high  prerogative  writ  which  enables  him  to 
execute  that  high  prerogative. 

When,  therefore,  we  look  closely  into  the  nature 
of  judicial  and  executive  power,  and  see  how  nearly 
they  are  allied;  vvhe’n  we  see  how  necessary  they 
are  to  each  other  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
both  departments;  when  we  look  info  the  origin 
and  nature  of  the  writ  of  mandamus,  and  find  it  to 
be  a prerogative  writ  to  enable  the  executive,  by 
means  of  the  instrumentality  of  the  court,  to  ex- 
ercise his  high  prerogative  of  seeing  that  the  laws 
are  faithfully  executed;  when  we  see  tlial  the  exe- 
cutive may  not  be  able  to  cause  the  law  to  be 
executed  without  the  intervention  of  the  court* 
(for  if,  as  the  postmaster  general  asserts 'in  bis 
answer,  “the  whole  power  of  the  court  would  be 
impotent  to  control  an  honest  man  if  he  wore  con- 
scientious in  bis  refusal,”  surely  he  would  not  be 
coerced  l>y  the  lear  of  removal);  when  we  find  that 
the  king  of  England,  long  before  our  revolution, 
had  submitted  his  part  of  his  prerogative,  as  well 
as  many  otherof  his  executive  powers,  to  his  courts, 
that  the  right  to  issue  this  writ,  as  well  as  the 
writs  in  the  other  forms  of  action,  had  been  de- 
legated to  these  courts,  and  that  this  right  came  to 
this  country  and  was  adopted  and  used  by  the 
courts  as  part  of  their  judicial  power,  (although 
it  was  originally  rn  executive  function),  and  (here- 
by became  a part  of  the  judicial  power;  when, 
also,  we.  consider  that  the  court  has,  confessedly, 
the  power  to  call  the  officer  before  it  in  some  form 
of  action,  to  examine  in'o  the  legality,  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  has  discharged  his  official  func- 
tions in  the  particular  case  presented  to  the  court 
for  its  consideration,  and,  to  render  judgment  against 
him  for  damages  if  he  has  acted  illegally,  even  al- 
though he  acted  under  the  orders  of  the  president; 
when  we  find  that  a writ  of  mandamus'  is  often 
used  to  enable  a party  to  obtain  a specific  legal 
remedy  which  he  could  not  obtain  by  a i:v  oiler 
form  of  action,  we  cannot  sec  why  the  official  re- 
sponsibility of  the  postmaster  general  to  the  presi- 
dent, whatever  it  may  be,  should  prevent  the  court, 
at  the  instance  of  the  supposed  injured  individual, 
from  inquiring,  in  this  form  of  action,  whether  the 
officer  had  or  had  not  discharged  the  duty  required 
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of  him  by  law  in  relation  to  that  individual.  It  is 
true  that  the  postmaster  general  has  the  same  right 
which  every  other  man  has,  when  he  has  a duty 
to  perform,  to  decide  whether  he  will  perform  it  or 
not,  or  in  what  manner  he  will  perform  it.  But 
then  he  decides  at  his  peril,  and  for  himself  alone. 
His  judgment  cannot  bind  ariv  other  person,  nor 
give  any  validity  to  his  act.  The  president,  also, 
as  between  him  and  his  subordinate  officer,  may 
decide  for  himself  whether  the  officer  has  dis- 
charged his  duty;  but  that  decision  cannot  bind 
a third  person.  Whatever  the  responsibility  may 
be  between  the  officer  and  the  president,  it  is  no 
concern  of  the  injured  individual;  it  is  only  an  of- 
ficial responsibility;  which  does  not  alfect  him. 
And  as  to  the  responsibility  of  the  president  to  the 
people,  it  is  a mere  political  responsibility  to  the 
public  at  the  ballot  box,  which,  if  effectual  in  fact 
as  to  the  presid  *nt,  would  afford  no  satisfaction  to 
His  applicant  for  redress. 

But  it  is  said  that  “the  sole  constitutional  func- 
tion of  the  judges  is  to  'expound  the  laws.'’  That  if 
the  law  is  so  plain  as  not  to  need  exposition,  there  is 
no  case  for  judicial  cognizance,  and  the  law  may  be 
executed  uv  The  executive  without  judicial  inter- 
vention. Hence  it  seems  to  be  inferred  that,  as 
the  court  in  its  former  opinion  admitted  that  the 
law  was  plain,  this  is  not  a case  cognizable  by  a 
judicial  tribunal. 

The  only  answer  necessary  to  this  objection  is, 
that  it  is  tiie  duty  of  the  court  not  only  to  expound, 
but  to  enforce  the  law;  that  although  the  law  may 
be  plain,  and  the  facts  plain,  yet,  if  the  defendant 
refuses  to  obey  the  law,  some  sort  of  judicial  .pro- 
cess may  be  necessary  to  compel  him  to  obey  it; 
and  such  process  cannot  be  obtained  but  in  due 
course  of  law,  and  in  a case  brought  judicially  be- 
fore the  proper  tribunal. 

Again,  it  is  contended  that,  as  the  court  has  no 
power  to  execute  its  judgment  without  the  aid  of 
the  executive,  it  has  no  power  to  issue  the  writ. 
The  argument  in  favor  of  this  seeming  non  sequitvr 
is  as  follows; 

“The  sole  constitutional  function  of  the  judges 
is  to  expound  the  laws:  it  is  the  function  and  duty 
of  the  executive  to  see  them  faithfully  executed.” 
“If  the  laws  could  be  precisely  adapted  to  every 
case,  there  would  be  no  need  for  a judiciary  to, ex- 
pound them.  The  executive- authority  could  pro- 
ceed forthwith  to  carry  them  into  execution.” 

“The  practical  exercise  of  executive  povv'r  is 
more  remote  in  cases  which  go  before  the  judicial 
tribunals,  but  it  is  the, same  in  principle.”  “Laws 
which  require  no'  exposition  are  executed  without 
the  intervention  of  the  judicial  power;  laws  which 
r quire  exposition  are  executed  after  that  exposi- 
tion has  been  given  bv  the  judicial  power;  but,  in 
both  cases,  the  execution  is,  or  should  be.  accord- 
ing to  the  constitution,  exclusively  the  work  of  the 
executive.”  “The  judges  have  no  effectual  means 
of  executing  the  ' law.  They  might  imprison 
The  executive  officer,  but  they  could  not  remove 
him.  Imprisonment  might  not, accomplish  the  ob- 
ject. The  court  could  not  guide  his  hand  nor  con- 
trol his  will.  If  he  were  conscientious  in  his  refu- 
sal, or  wished  to  appear  so,  no  imprisonment,  nor 
pains,  nor  penalties,  could  compel  him  to  do  an  act 
which,  in  his  opinion,  violated  his  oath  of  office. — 
The  whole  power  of  the  court  would  be  impotent 
to  control  an  honest  man.  The  inadequacy  ol  the 
judicial  process,  and  the  ample  power  vested  in  the 
president,  are  conclusive  proof  that  the  president, 
and  not  the  court,  was  intended  to  be  the  control- 
ling authority  in  all.  such  cases.”  “Suppose  the 
laws  require 'a  specific  act  of  the  president  himself, 
involving  private  rights,  which  he  refuses  to  per- 
form. The  courts  have  as  much  law  for  issuing  a 
mandamus  against  him.  as  against  any  of  his  subor- 
dinates in  a like  case.  It  is  a case  as  much  as  that 
of  which  the  court  has  already  assumed  jurisdic- 
tion. The  president  disobeys  the  mandamus,  and 
they  send  an  attachment.  By  whom  do  they  send 
it?  By  a marshal  holding  his  office  at  the  will  of 
the  president,  who  can  strike  their  process  dead  in 
his  hands,  by  dismissing  him  orulhe  spot.  This  fact 
proves  the  absurdity  of  the  power  assumed,  .find 
that  which  the  president  can  legally  do  to  protect 
himself  he  can  do  to  protect  any  of  his  agents,  being 
always  responsible  to  his  country  for  the  proper  ex- 
ercise of  his  power.  But  suppose  the  court  suc- 
ceed in  arresting  the  president,  and  put  him  in  the 
county  jail.  Where,  then,  is  the  supreme  execu- 
tive power  of  this  great  republic?  Transferred  from 
the  president’s  house  to  the  city  hall— from  the 
chief  magistrate,  elected  by  the  people  of  the  whole 
United  Stales,  to  the  three  judges  for  the  District 
of  Columbia.  The  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  any 
executive  officer,  as  such,  involves  the  same  prin- 
ciple?, and  would  lead  to  the  same  consequences,  in 
a greater  or  less  degree,  according  to  the  importance 


of  the  station  held  by  him:”  “The  idea  that  courts 
are  the  only  places  where  wrongs!  of  ail  sorts  are  to 
be  redressed,  and  the  judges  the  only  dispensers  of 
right,  is  an  error. 

'“Where  the  inferior  executive  officer,  or  even  the 
president  himself,  refuses  to  perform  his  executive 
duties,  there  is  an  obvious  mode  of  redress,  with- 
out the  interposition  of  the  judicial  authority.  Ifa 
subordinate  executive  officer  ‘refuses  to  perform  a 
ministerial  act  positively  enjoined  upon  him  by 
law,’  the  injured  citizen  may  appeal  to  the.  president, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faith- 
fully executed,  and  has  power  to  turn  out  a per- 
verse subordinate.  If  the  case  be  so  very  plain, 
the  president  will  at  once  enforce  an  execution  of 
the  law,  and  the  citizen  will  have  effectual  redress, 
‘though  this  court  has  not  jurisdiction.’  If  the 
case  be  not  so  very  plain,  the  matter  may  be  referred 
back  to  congress,  to  make  it  plain  by  further  legisla- 
tion, and  thus  the  citizen  would  have  complete  re- 
dress, without  the  aid  of  the  court.  There  is  a 
process  by  which  the  president  himself  may  he 
reached  for  a perverse  refusal  to  execute  the  laws, 
or  take  en re  thnt  iimr  i>o  executed,  and  a chief  ma- 
gistrate who  will  do  his  duly  put  in  his  place. — 
Thus  are  there  ample  means  provided  bv  the  con- 
stitution to  enable  the  citizen  to  obtain  his  rights  at 
the  hand  of  the  executive,  without  erecting  any 
court  into  a supreme  controlling  power  over  the 
president  and  the  whole  corps  of  executive  officers. 
Indeed,  the  court  has  not,  in  the  constitution  and 
laws,  the  means  to  give  redress  in  such  cases.  Be- 
-fore  they  can  control  the  president,  they  must  as- 
sume the  power  to  appoint  their  own  marshal,  and 
execute  their  own  mandates.  They  must  do  inorpp 
they  must  proceed  to  the  executive  offices — must 
enter  credits  with  their  own  hands — must  issue 
warrants,  and,  finally,  with  their  own  hands  take 
the  money  out  of  the. treasury.” 

“The  existence  of  such  a power  in  the  judiciary 
is  repugnant  to  the  whole  theory  of  the  constitu- 
tion. Its  effectual  exertion,  if  it  were  practicable, 
would  defeat  the  president’s  power  of  removal, 
would  take  away  his  responsibility  for.  the  faithful 
exsculion  of  the  laws,  and  would  transfer  to  the  ju- 
diciary, in  the  particular  case,  the  whole  executive 
power;  for  it  is  palpable  that  if  the  president,  un- 
der the  belief. that  the  faithful  execution  of  the 
law  will  be  best  secured  by  not  doing  a particular 
thing,  which  is 'demanded  by  a third  party,  so  di- 
rects (he  executive  officer,  and  the  court,  on  the  ap- 
plication of  such  party,  issues  a mandamus  com- 
manding it  to  be  done,  and  the  writ  is  obeyed,  it  is 
tile  court,  end  no(  the  president  (hat  evwcicica  the 
executive  power;  and  the  distribution  of  powers, 
so  carefully  fixed  by  the  constitution,  is  unsettled 
and  overturned.  But  its  effectual  execution  is  not 
practicable;  because  the  president’s  power  of  removal 
cannot  be  restrained , and  by  its  exercise  he  can  readi- 
ly defeat  any  command,  which  the  judiciary  may.  ad- 
dress to  the  executive  officer.  To  illustrate  this,  let 
t:s  suppose  that  the  circuit  court  of  this  Distiict 
issue  a peremptory  mandamus, to  the  hea  l of  one  of 
the  departments,  commanding  him  to  execute  any 
particular  law  concerning  his  particular  duties,  in  a 
given  way,  and  that  the  officer  refuses  obedience, 
and  is  attached  and  committed  for  the  contempt. — 
This  is  the  end  of'  judicial  power  in  a .case  of  man- 
damus; but  suppose  at  this  stage  of  the.  proceedings 
the  president  interferes  by  removing  ihe  officer  and 
appointing  a successor;  what  then  becomes  of  the 
judicial  remedy?  The  act  can  only  be  performed  by 
a person  holding  the  office;  the  individual  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  court  no  longer  holds  tha:  office;  it  has 
been  legally  taken  from  him;  and  if  lie  were  ever 
so  willing  to  perform  the  act.  he  has  \o  longer  the 
ability  to  do  so.  The  proceeding  mirsi  then  be 
abandoned,  or  commenced  de  novo  against  the  new 
officer,  to  b°  frustrated,  if  the  president  thinks  pro- 
per, at  the  same  stage,  as  often  as  the  court  shall 
roach  it.  If  it  be  said  that  this  is  supposing  an  ex- 
' frem»  case,  and  that  (he  president,  from  resneet  to 
the  judiciary,  wonid  probably  suffer  the  officer  to 
obey  the  mandamus  rather  than  to  exercise  tb“  con- 
stitutional power  of  removal,  the  answer  is.  that  the 
very  existence  of  such  a power,  whether  it  be  used 
or  not,  is  fatal  to  the  claim,  of  jurisdiction;  and  that 
cases  may  easily  be  supposed  in  which  the  presi- 
dent, with  the  strongest  desire  to  avoid  a conflict 
with  the  judiciary,  may  yet  have  no  alternative  but 
to  use  it. 

“Tn  cases  which  properly  refer  themselves  to  the 
judiciary,  it  is  rarely  or  never  possible  to  defeat,  in 
this  way,  the  ultimate  execution  of  the  judgment  of 
the  court.  And  the  fact  that  without  the  consent 
of  the  executive  department  a peremptory  manda- 
mus to  an  executive  officer  must  forever  remain  in- 
operative, exhibits,  in  the  clearest  light,  the  incapa- 
citv  of  any  court  to  issue  the  writ.” 

The  argument  upon  this  point  has  been  thus  fully 
stated  in  the  language  of  the  return  of  the  manda- 


mus, and  of  the  opinion  of  (he  attorney  general  of 
the  United  States  annexed  to  it,  that  its  full  force 
may  be  perceived.  It  is,  in  substance,  that  the 
court  has  rvo  power  to  issue  the  writ,  because  the 
president  could  defeat  its  execution  by  dismissing 
the  marshal  who  comes  to  serve  an  attachment  of 
contempt,  which  is  the  regular  process  to  enfoiee 
obedience  to  the  mandate,  or  by  dismissing  the  offi- 
cer to  whom  the  mandamus  is  issued,  after  he  shall 
have  been  committed  on  t.ie  process  of  contempt. 
That  is,  that  although  the  court  should  have  lawful 
authority  to  issue  the  writ,  the  president  may,  by 
his  power  of  removal,  prevent  the  execution  ol  the 
lawful  judgment  of  the  court.  But  the  president 
cannot  lawfully  defeat  the  execution  of  those  laws 
which  he  is  bound,  by  the  injunction  of  Ihe  consti- 
tution itself,  and  his  own  solemn  oath,  to  see  faith- 
fully executed.  If  it  was  only  meant  to  say  that 
the  president  could  thus  defeat  the  execution  of  a 
judgment  of  the  court  in  a case  in  which  it  had  not 
jurisdiction,  his  right,  to  do  it  may  he  admitted;  but 
his  power  to  do  so  in  a case  in  which  the  court  had 
jurisdiction,  is  no  evidence  of  the  want  of  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  court.  It  is  equally  in  (lie  power  of  the 
president  to  defeat  (lie  execution  of  every  other 
judgment  of  the  court. 

It  is  true  that  the  court  must  depend  upon  the 
executive  power  to  execute  its  judgments;  hut  that 
power  is  abundantly  able,  and  bound  by  Ihe  most 
solemn  obligalions,  (o  do  so.  The  supposed  imbe- 
cility of  the  court,  therefore,  does  not  exist;  and  if 
it  did,  the  argument  equally  applies  to  every  other 
case  of  which  it  has  cognizance. 

The  idea  that  tlie  president  may  defeat  judicial 
process  by  striking  it  dead  in  the  hands  of  the  mar- 
shal, by  dismissing  him  on  the  spot  when  he  comes 
to  serve  it  upon  an  executive  officer,  is  not  support- 
ed by  law;  for  by  the  28th  section  of  the  judiciary 
act  of  1789,  if  is  enacted  that  “every  marshal,  or  his 
deputy,  when  removed,  from  office,  or  when  t e term 
for  which  the  marshal  is  appointed  shall  expire, 
shall  have  power,  notwithstanding,  to  execute  all  such 
precepts  as  may  be  in  their  hands,  respectively,  o>  the 
time  of  such  removal,  or  expiration  of  office.”  The 
argument,  therefore,  raised  upon  (he  supposed  ina- 
bility of  (he  courtfo  enforce  its  jugdments,  we  think, 
entirely  fails. 

But  it  is  said  that  “from  an  early  period,  the  writ 
of  mandamus  has  been  used  by  the  English  court  of 
king’s  bench,  as  a means  of  enforcing  its  general 
supervisory  jurisdiction  over  courts,  magistrates  and 
ministerial  officers,  inferior  to  that  tribunal,”  “hut 
we  find  no  instance  ol  i(s  being  directed  to  any  offi- 
cer c*y the  executive  departments.'-'  It  is  admitted, 
then,  that  this  court  “in  aid  of  its  appellate  jurisdic- 
tion, may  issue  this  writ  in  all  cases  where  any 
act,  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  that  jurisdiction, 
shall  be  omitted  to  be  performed  by  an  inferior 
tribunal  or  officer.”  But  in  all  other  cases  it  seems 
lo  be  denied.  The  books,  it  is  true,  speak  of  infe- 
rior tribunals,  bn!  not  ol  inferior  officers.  Black- 
stone  says,  “a  Writ  of  mandamus  is,  in  general,  a 
command  issuing  in  ihe  king’s  name,  from  the  court 
of  king’s  bench,  and  directed  to  any  person , corpora- 
tion, or  inferior  court  of  judicature,  witSin  the  king’s 
dominions,  requiring  (hern  to  do  some  particular 
thing  therein  specified,  w hich  appertains  lo  their 
office  and  duty,  and  which  the  court  of  king’s  bench 
has  previously  determined,  or  at  least  supposes  to  he 
consonant  to. right  and  justice.”  (l.Bl.Com.  tiff) 
We  do  not  think  if  necessary  that  the  person  or  (lie 
officer  to  whom  a writ  of  mandamus  may  issue  he 
in  any  sense  inferior  in  point  of  official  relation  to 
the  court: 

Whether  there  have  or  have  not  been  cases  of 
mandamus  in  England  to  executive  officers  we  have 
not  had  time  to  inquire.  But.  we  find  it  stated  in  1 
Chiftv’s  General  Practice,  802,  that  “when  it  is  Ihe 
duty  of  an  officer  of.  Ihe  excise  to  grant,  and  he 
should  refuse,  a permit  to  remove  wine,  the  court 
would  compel  the  delivery  of  a proper  permit,”  (by 
mandamus)  for-  which  he  cites,  Rex.  vs.  commis- 
sioners of  excise.  2 T.  R.3SI. — Bex.  vs.  Cookson,  i6th 
East.  "76. — Rex.  vs.  commissioners  of  Liverpool.  2 
Maude  and  ,<7.  223.  In  the  case  in  2 T.  11.  381,  385, 
speaking  of  the  cnmrnission“rs  of  excise,  it  was  said 
by  counsel,  and  not'  denied,  (hat  '‘their  office  in  this 
resneet  is  merely  ■ministerial,  and  they  hare  no  discre- 
tion.” The  court  in  that  case  refused  the  manda- 
mus only  on  the  ground  that  the  relator  had  not 
made  out  his  right  to  the  permit. 

But  we  do  not  think  it  material  (o  show  that  wrifs 
of  mandamus  in  England  have  been  granted  to  the 
executive  officers  of  the  crown. 

There  is  a material  difference  between  those 
crown  officeis  and  the  executive  officers  of  (he  Unit- 
ed States.  The  king,  in  England,  is  the  fountain 
of  all  office  and  honor.  He  creates  the  offices,  and 
prescribes  from  time  to  time  such  duties  as  bethinks 
proppr.  The  officers  aie  exclusively  Us  officers,  his 
agents,  to  act  in  all  things  according  to  his  will. 
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In  the  United  States,  by  the  constitution,  all  offi- 
ces are  to  “be  established  by  law.”  The  president 
caunot  appoint  an  officer  to  any  office  not  established 
by  law.  The  legislature  may  prescribe  the  duties 
of  the  office  at  the  time  of  its  creation,  or  from  lime 
to  time,  as  circumstances  may  require.  If  those 
duties  are  absolute  and  specific,  and  not  by  law 
made  subject  to  the  control  or  discretion  of  any  su- 
perior officer,  they  must  be  performed,  whether  for- 
bidden or  not,  by  any  other  officer.  If  there  be  no 
other  officer  who  is  by  law  specially  authorised  to 
direct  'now  the  duties  are  to  be  performed,  the  o.ffi- 
c t whose  duties  are  thus  prescribed  by  law  is  bound 
to  execute  them' according  to  his  own  judgment. 
That  judgment  cannot  be  lawfully  controlled  by 
anv  other  person,  lie  is  the  officer,  not  of  the  pre- 
si  lent  who  appoints  him,  but  the  officer  of  the 
sover.’i  ;n  power  of  the  nation.  He  is  the  ollicerof 
the  United  Slate;,  ant  so  call  id  in  the  constitution, 
and  all  the  acts  of  congress  which  relate  to  such  offi- 
cers. He  is  responsible  to  the  United  States,  and 
not  to  the  president,  farther  than  lor  his  fidelity  in 
tiie  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  unless  the 
president  is  by  express  law  authorised  to  assign  him 
duties  over  and  above  those  specifically  prescribed 
by  the  legislature  Such  an  officer  is  the  postmas- 
t*  r general.  As  the  head  of  an  executive  depart- 
ment, he  is  bound,  when  required  by  the  president, 
to  give  his  opinion  in  writing  upon  any  subject  re- 
lating to  the  duties  of  his  office;  the  president,  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty,  to  see  that  the  laws  be  faith- 
fully executed,  is  bound  to  see  that  the  postmaster 
general  discharges  faithfully  the  duties  assigned  to 
him  by  law — but  this  does  not  authorise  the  presi- 
dent to  direct  him  how  he  shall  discharge  them.  In 
that  respect  the  postmaster  general  must  judge  for 
himself,  and  upon  his  own  responsibility,  not  to  the 
president,  but  to  the  United  States,  whose  officer 
he  is.  The  president  himself,  although  called  by 
the  postmaster  general,  in  his  answer,  “/Ac  highest 
representative  of  the  majesty  of  the  jieojde  in  this 
government ,”  is  but  an  officer  of  the  United  States, 
the  head' of  one  of  the  departments  into  which  the 
sovereign  power  of  the  nation  is  divided;  and  as  that 
is  the  executive  department,  he  mav,  with  propriety, 
he  called  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  United  States. 
.The  officers  of  the  United  Staley  being  thus  spe- 
cially charged  by  law  with  duties  independent  of 
executive  control,  duties  which  they  are  bound  to 
execute  according  to  their  own  judgment,  stand  on 
ground  diderent  from  that  occupied  by  the  English 
executive  officers,  whose  offices  are  created,  and 
whose  duties  are  assigned  bv  the  king.  They  have 
no  positive  specific  legal  duties  to  perform  which 
can  b ■ the  subject  of  mandamus;  they  are  the  mere 
ag  nis  or  servants  of  the  king,  and  responsible  only 
to  him;  all  their  acts  being  subject  to  his  will.  No 
definite  right  of  a third  person  can  grow  out  ofdu- 
ti  s of  that  description,  where  every  act  of  the  offi- 
ce r is  subject  to  the  control  of  his  superior.  If  an 
application  should  be  made  to  the  court  of  king’s 
bench  for  a mandamus,  bv  some  person,  to  such  ari 
officer,  commanding  him  to  do  some  official  act.  the 
answer  would  be  that  the  officer  has  no  will  of  his 
own — he  can  act  only  ns  he  shall  be  directed  by  the 
king.  If  tV  king  has  not  ordered  the  thing  in  be 
(ion",  the  officer  is  not  bound  to  do  it.  If  the  kin; 
has  ordered  it,  he  is  competent  to  enforce  his  order. 

Tiier?  is  no  analogy,  therefore,  between  the  ex- 
ecutive officers  of  the  king  of  England  and  the  ex- 
ecutive officers  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to 
th"  nature  and  foundation  of  their  respective  duties, 
so  far  as  regards  the  proceeding  by  mandamus; 
and  the  fact,  if  it  be  a fact,  that 'there  are  no  Eng- 
lish cases  of  mandamus  against  the  officers  of  the 
crown,  a fiords  no  reason  why  a mandamus  should 
not  issue  against  an  executive  officer  of  the  United 
States. 

In  the  rormer  opinion  of  this  court,  given  upon 
the  rule  to  show  cause,  they  expressed  an  opinion 

hat  the  relation  between  the  postmaster  general 
and  the  president  of  the  United  States  was  different 
from  that  which  subsisted  between  the  president 
and  the  other  heads  of  departments,  in  this,  that 
the  /,  in  the  verv  terms  by  which  their  offices  were 
created  and-  their  duties  defined,  are  to  perform  such, 
duties  and  execute  siuffi  orders,  as  they  shall  he  re- 
quired to  perform  and  execute  bv  the  president  of 
the  United  States.”  “The  postmaster  general, 
hownver,  it  was  said,  hears  no  such  relation  to  the 
president.  We  cannot  find  a word  in  the  law  un- 
der which  he  was  appointed,  or  in  the  various  laws 
of  Hie  post  office  establishment,  or  in  the  constitu 
tion  of  the  United  States,  which  intimates  any  con- 
nexion between  him  and  the  president;  or  any  au- 
thority in  the  president  to  prescribe  his  duties,  or' 
control  him  in  the  exercise  of  his  official  func- 
tions.” We  were  not  certain,  at  that  lirne,  that 
the  postmaster  general  could  he  considered  as  the 
head  of  an  executive  department,  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  constitution.  We  are  now,  however, 


inclined  to  think  that  he  is;  and  therefore  there  is 
that  connexion  between  him  and  the  president 
which  results  from  the  right  of  the  president  to  call 
upon  him  for  his  opinion  in  writing  upon  any  mat- 
ter appertaining  to  the  duties  of  his  oliice,  and 
from  tile  president’s  power  of  appointment  and  re- 
moval. With  the  exception  of  the  circumstance 
that  the  postmaster  general  is  to  be  considered  as 
the  head  of  an  executive  department,  we  think  our 
former  opinion  as  to  the  duties  of  his  office  and  his 
official  relation  to  the  president  is  correct.  The 
doubt  respecting  its  being  an  executive  department 
was  perhaps  reasonable,  considering  that  the  first 
law,  in  1792,  was  “an  act  to  establish  the  post  office 
and  post  roads  within  the  United  States,”  in  which 
it  is  not  called  a department.  It  authorises  the 
postmaster  general  to  appoint  “an  assistant”  “and 
deputy  postmasters.”  The  postmaster  general  was 
to  receive  all  tile  revenue  and  pay  all  tile  expenses. 
That  act  was  followed  by  the  act  of  the  8th  of  May, 
17.94,  having  the  same  title.  This  act  contains  the 
same  provisions  as  those  of  the  last,  and  does  not 
call  it  a department.  This  was  followed  by  the  act 
of  the  2d  March,  1793,  entitled  “an  act  ’to  estab- 
lish the  post  ottico  of  thy  United  States  ” This 
act  speaks  of  those  who  may  be  employed  in  any 
of  the  departments  of  the  general  post  office.  It 
also  directs  that  he  shall  “superintend  the  business 
of  the  department  in  all  the  duties  that  may  be  assign- 
ed to  it.”  It  is  not  afterwards  in  the  act  called  a 
department;  but  it  speaks  of  copies  under  seal  of  the 
general  post  office,  and  of  the  regulations  of  the  post 
office.  This  was  followed  by  the  act  of  the  30th  of 
April,  1S10,  entitled  “an  act  regulating  the  post 
office  establishment,”  which  uses  the  same  expres- 
sions in  the  same  way,  and  speaks  of  debts  due  to 
the  general  post  office. 

Thus  the  law  stood  until  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1825,  entitled  “an  act  to  reduce  into  one 
the  several  acts  establishing  and  regulating  the 
post  oiiice  department.”  The  body  of  the  act  uses 
the  terms  “post  office  establishment,”  “ general  post 
office,”'  “the  said  department,”  and  “the  depart- 
ment;” but  the  terms  “post  office  department”  are 
not  used  in  the  body  of  the  act.  Uy  the  act  of  the 
2d  March,  1S27, .$2,000  were  added  to  the  salary 
of  tile  postmaster  general,  making  it  $8,000  per 
annum. 

Thus  the  matter  stood  until  the  act  of  the  2d  of 
July,  1336,  entitled  “an  act  to  change  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  post  office  department,  and  to  provide 
more  effectually  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
thereof,”  which,  throughout  the  body  of  it,  speaks 
of  it  as  “the  post  office  department,”  and  which,  for 
the  first,  time  since  the  year  17.92.  introduced  the 
agency  of  the  presid  nt  into  the  department,  bv 
giving  him  the  appointment,  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate,  of  all  deputy  postmasters, 
whose  commissions  amount  to  $1,000  annually. 

The  first  act  (of  22d  Sept.  1730),  under  this 
government  respecting  the  post  office  was  tempo- 
rary, and  merely  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a 
postmaster  general,  referring  for  his  powers  to  the 
regulations  established  by  the  congress  of  the  con- 
federation, and  declaring  “the  postmaster  general 
to  be  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  president  of  the 
United  Slates  in  performing  the  duties  of  his  office, 
and  i '-mg  contracts  for  the  transportation  'of  the 

mail.”  This  act  was  continu'd  fro1  session  to  ses- 
sion until  the  act-of  1792,  when  the  office  was  remov- 
ed from  all  control  of  the  president;  and  in  all  the 
subsequent  acts  until  1836,  there  seems  to  have  been 
marked  anxiety  to  keep  it  out  of  his  hands,  probably 
fearing  or  foreseeing,  the  groat  addition  it  would 
make  to  hi?  patronage.  Ami  when,  in  1813,  the 
president  wished  to  have  a mail  sent  fiom  the 
head  quarters  of  the  army  to  anv  particular  post 
office,  it.  was  deemed  necessary  to  obtain  an  act  of 
congress  to  enable  him  to-  direct  the  postmaster 
general  to  do  it.  Although  the  word  “department” 
had  crept  incidentally  into  the  acts  of  1789  and 
1810,  yet  it  was  not  thought  of  generally  as  being 
one  of  the  executive  departments  until  so  called  in 
the  title  of  the  act-  of  1825;  and  it  was  not  until 
after  his  salary  was  raised  to  $0,000,  in  1827.  that 
he  was  admitted’  into  the  cabinet  in  1S29.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  earlier  acts  respecting  the  post 
office  which  could  indicate  an  intention  of  creating 
a new  executive  department  but  the  power  given 
to  the  postmaster  general  to  appoint  “an  assistant 
and  deputy  postmasters” — a power  which  congress 
could  not  constitutionally  vest  in  him,  unless  he 
was  at  the  head  of  a department.  It  required, 
therefore,  a critical  examination  and  comparison  of 
the  constitution  with  the  acts  of  congress  to  dis- 
cover that  it  was  such  a department  as  is  contem- 
plated bv  the  constitution. 

This  investigation  of  tile  several  acts  of  congress 
respecti  ng  the  post  office  affords  some  ground  of 
excuse  for  having  at  first  doubted  whether  the  post- 
master general  was  the  head  of  a department,  within 


the  meaning  of  the  constitution,  and  at  the  same' time 
shows  that  the  relation  in  which  he  stands  to  tile 
president,  so  far  as  regards  the  president’s  right  to 
control  him  in  the  discharge  oi  his  oiticial  func- 
tions, is  very  different  from  that  of  the  secretaries, 
who  are  bound  by  law  to  act  according  to  his  will. 
Indeed,  it  is  admitted  in  the  opinion  of  the  attorney 
general  that  the  president  can  control  his  official 
functions  only  “when  not  prescribed  by  law.” 

The  court,  therefore,  is  confirmed  in  its  opinion, 
before  expressed,  that  the  postmaster  general,  in  the 
faithful  discharge  of  those  duties  which  are  pre- 
scribed by  law,  is  not  lawfully  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  tile  president. 

The  president’s  power  of  controlling  an  officer  in 
the  exercise  of  his  official  functions  is  limited,  we 
think,  to  those  functions  which  are  by  law  to  be 
exercised  according  to  the  will  of  the  president,  and 
where  the  order  of  the  president  would  be  a justifi- 
cation in  law.  In  such  cases  only  can  the  president 
withdraw  the  officer  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court,  and  cover  him  with  the  mantle  of  his  own 
responsibility. 

Whenever  that  is  the  case,  or  wherever  the  oflicor 
himself  has  a legal  discretion  " " a <>-.»  u.m. 

discretion  for  refusing  to  do  the  thing  sought  be  to 
commanded,  this  court  disclaims  all  power  to  issue 
the  writ. 

In  the  case  of  Martin  vs.  Molt,  12  Wheal.  31,  the 
supreme  court  says:  “Whenever  a statute  gives  a 
discretionary  powei  to  any  person  to  be  exercised  bv 
him  upon  his  opinion  of  certain  facts,  it  is  a sound 
rule  oi' construction  that  the  statute  constitutes  him- 
the  sole  and  exclusive  judge  of  the  existence  of  those 
facts.” 

The-  argument  upon  this  part  of  the  case  seems  to 
apply  rather  to  the  form  of  action,  than  to  the  ulti- 
mate responsibility  of  the  officer — to  the  preventive, 
rather  than  to  the  retributive  powrers  of  the  court. 
To  this  point  vve  would  apply  the  language  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of 
Osborn  vs.  United  States  bank,  9 Wheat.  843.  “It 
is  admitted  that  the  privilege  of  the  principal  is  not 
comnuwiicated  to  the  agent;  tor  the  appellants  ac- 
knowledge that  an  action  at  law  would  lie  against 
the  agent,  in  which  full  compensation  ought  to  be 
made  for  the  injury.  It  being  admitted,  then.  Hint 
the  agent  is  not  privileged  by  his  connexion  with 
his  principal,  and  that  he  is  responsible  for  his  own 
act,  to  the  full  extent  of  the  injury,  why  should  not 
the  preventive  power  of  the  court  also  he  applied  to1 
him?  Why  may  it  not  restrain  him  from  the  com- 
mission of  a wrong  which  it  would  punish  him  for 
committing?”  “Will  it  be  said  that  the  action  of 
trespass  is  tfie  only  remedy  given  for  this  injury? — 
Can  it  be  denied  that  an  action  on  the  case,  for  mo- 
ney had  and  received  to  the  plaintiff's  use,  might  be 
maintained?  We  think  it  cannot;  and  if  such  an 
action  might  be  maintained,  no  plausible  reason 
suggests  itself  to  us  for  the  opinion  that  an  injunc- 
tion may  not  he  awarded  to  restrain  the  agent,  with 
as  much  propriety  as  it  might  be  awarded  to  re- 
strain the  principal,  could  the  principal  be  made  a 
party.”  “In  the  regular  course  of  things  the  agent 
would  pay  over  the  money  immediately  to  his  prin- 
cipal, and  would  thus  place  it  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  injured  party,  since  1/ is  principal  is  not  amena- 
ble to  the  law.  The  remedy  for  the  injury  would 
be  against  the  agent  only;  and  what  agent  could 
make  compensation  for  such  an  injury?  The 
remedy  would  have  nothing  real  in  it.  It  would  be 
a remedy  in  name  only,  not  in  substance.” 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  I 3m  authorised  to  say 
that  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  court  that 
■this  court  lias  jurisdiction  and  power  to  issue  the 
writ  of  mandamus  in  this  case,  li  is  a jurisdiction 
which  this  court  has  not  sought,  hut  it  is  one  which 
it  cannot  shun;  and  we  say  in  the  language  of  the 
late  chief  justice  Marshall,  in  delivering  the  opi- 
nion of  Hie  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  in 
the  case  of  Cohens  vs.  Virginia,  0 Wheat.  404. 

“It  is  most  true  that  this  court  will  not  take  ju- 
risdiction it  it  should  not;  but  it  is  equally  true  that 
it  must  take  jurisdiction  if  it  should.  The  judiciary 
cannot,  as  the  legislature  triav.  avoid  a measure  be- 
cause it  approaches  the  Confines  of  the  constitution. 
We  cannot  pass  it  bv  because  it  is  doubtful.  With 
whatever  doubts,  with  whatever  difficulties,  a case 
may  be  attended,  we  must  decide  if  it  he  brought 
before  us.  We  have  no  more  right  to  decline  the 
exercise  of  jurisdiction  which  is  given,  than  to 
usurp  that  .which  is  not  given.  The  one  or  the 
other  would  he  treason  to  the  constitution.  Ques- 
tions may  occur  which  we  would  gladl}r  avoid,  but 
we  cannot  avoid  them.  All  we  can  do  is  to  exer- 
cise our  best  judgment,  and  conscientiously  to  per- 
form our  duty.” 

And  we  feci  a consolation  in  knowing  that  our 
judgment  may  be  subjected  to  the  supervision  of  a 
higher  tribunal. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES. 

From  the  Yellow  Slone.  Tlie  St.  Louis  Republi- 
can of  the  I7th  inst.  states  that  the  steamboat  St. 
Peter’s  arrived  at  that  city  on  the  1 -1th  instant  from 
a voyage  up  the  Missouri  as  far  as  the  mouth  of 
the  Yellow  Stone.  This  boat  belongs  to  the  Ame- 
rican Fur  company,  and  was  despatched  early  in 
the  spring  with  the  supplies  lor  the  company’s 
traders  in  the  mountains,  and  to  receive  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  past  year’s  business.  She  brought 
down  two  thousand  packs  of  robes,  and  a considera- 
ble amount  .of  furs;  and  passed  twelve  or  fifteen 
batteaux  laden  in  like  manner  for  the  same  com-, 
pany. 

The  St.  Peter’s  ha3  been  out  about  90  days,  and 
in  that  time  ascended  the  Missouri  twenty-two  hun- 
dred miles — stopping  for  the  most  part  to  cut  her 
own  wood,  and  being  frequently  detained  by  get- 
ting upon  sand  bars.  She  is  the  largest  boat  which 
has  ever  ascended  to  the  Yellow  Stone,  and  was 
viewed  with  astonishment  by  the  natives  of  the 
country,  who  in  various  places  fired  salutes  of  small 
arms  a3  she  passed.  The  passengers  bring  no 
news.  The  Indians  in  that  region  are  generally  at 
r--—-  ' n — m aihp.r  and  with  the  traders  am1 

trappers. 

Boston  fire  department.  In  consequence  of  an  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  the  city  government  to  carry 
into  execution  an  ordinance  passed  a year  or  two 
since,  for  preventing  the  admission  of  minors  into 
the  engine  companies,  and  putting  a stop  to  the  as- 
semblage of  the  companies  at  their  engine  houses 
on  the  Sabbath,  the  probability  is  that  the  fire  de- 
partment will  be  completely  broken  up  and  disband- 
ed. This  ordinance  had  been  only  very  partially 
complied  with,  and  many  complaints  having  recent- 
ly been  made  by  paients,  masters  and  guardians,  to 
the  board  of  aldermen,  of  the  effects  produced  on  the 
habits  of  their  sons,  apprentices  and  wards,  by  join- 
ing the  fire  department  either  as  regular  members, 
or  volunteers  nominally  performing  all  the  duties  of 
members,  and  entitled  to  all  the  privileges,  notwith- 
standing the  express  provisions  of  the  city  ordinance, 
the  mayor  on  the  first  of  July  addressed  a circular 
to  the  officers  of  the  several  engine  companies,  call- 
ing upon  them  to  see  that  the  law  was  enforced  in 
lueir  respective  companies.  The  fire  department 
have  taken  this  in  high  dudgeon,  and  the  “Tigers,” 
an  efficient  and  popular  company,  led  the  way  in 
holding  a meeting,  at  which  resolutions  were  pass- 
ed, resenting  the  course  taken  by  the  cityr  authori- 
ties, refusing  to  discharge  their  minor  volunteers, 
aid  threatening  to  quit  the  service,  if  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  was  persisted  in.  The  consequence 
was,  that  me  dlscnarge  oi  inis  company  rorinsuDor- 
dination  was  ordered  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  city 
council.  The  other  companies  have  made  common 
cause  with  the  “Tigers,”  and  all  but  two  or  three 
have  surrendered  their  engines.  It  is  said  the  mayor 
proposes  to  fill  the  places'  of  the  discharged  engine- 
men,  by  hiring  companies  of  30  men  each  to  man 
the  several  engines,  paying  each  man  $50  a year 
for  his  services. 

Stone  mountain.  This  extraordinary  elevation 
may  he  considered  as  n fl  only  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable mountains  in  North  America,  but  as  one 
of  the  greatest  natural  curiosities  in  the  known 
world.  Imagine  a perpendicular  wall  of  solid  mar- 
ble, five  or  six  hundred  yards  in  length,  an-'  four 
hundred  yards  high,  rising  in  grandeur  and  sublimi- 
ty from  the  plain  below.  The  Macon  Messenger 
gives  a full  description  of  the  mountain,  made  hy  a 
recent  traveller,  who  states  the  circumference  to 
be  six  miles,  and  the  height  twenty-two  hundred 
and  fifty  feet.  It  rounds  off  at  the  top,  like  the 
dome  of  some  magnificent  edifice,  and  may  have 
been  the  lofy  temple  whence  the  swage  sent  up 
his  sacrifices  to  his  strange  gods-.  The  stone  moun- 
tain is  situated  in  D-0  Kalb  county,  Georgia,  and  is 
perhaps  the  most  stupendous  of  the  many  natural 
curiosities  with  which  our  country  abounds. 

“5ftf  friend  and  pitcher .”  Every  body  remem- 
ber.? the  beautiful  old  song  with  this  burden.  In 
this  day  of  toast  publishing,  we  are  reminded  of  an 
appiopriate  and  happy  application  of  the  above,  at 
a supppr  given  hy  the  young  men  of  Boston  to 
Henry  Clay,  on  his  visit  to  their  city,  which  we  do 
not  remember  to  have  seen  in  print.  On  that  oc- 
casion, an  elegantly  chased  silver  pitcher  was  pre- 
sented to  Mr.  Clay.  Mr.  H.  a gentleman  present, 
on  being  called  upon  unexpectedly  for  a toast,  gave 
with  singular  felicity — “Our  guest  and  gift — ‘Our 
friend  and  pitcher!’”  [ N . Y.  Courier. 

Wheal  in  Virginia.  The  Fredericksburg  He- 
rald says — “The  first  wheat  brought  to  our  market 
this  season,  was  a-  lot  of  about  90  bushels  on 
Thursday  from  the  county  of  King  George,  of  ex- 
cellent quality,  which  sold  for  $1,67  per  tmshel.-g- 
Altbough  the  crop,  in  this  part  of  the  state,  it  is 


feared,  will  prove  a short  one,  we  are  pleased  to 
hear  that  the  quality  of  the  grain  is  generally  very 
good.” 

The  Indianapolis  Journal  says,  that  a considera- 
ble portion  of  the  Cumberland  road  within  the 
bounds  of  Indiana  is  now  under  contract,  and,  that 
“the  contractors  are  proceeding  with  a desirable 
energy  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work. 

Natural  curiosity.  We  have  now  in  our  posses- 
sion the  tooth  of  some  unknown  animal,  which 
weighs  about  three  and  a half  pounds  and  measures 
seven  and  one-fourth  inches  long;  four  and  one- 
fourth  inches  wide,  and  19  inches  over.  It  is  in  a 
good  state  of  preservation,  with  the  exception  of 
the  parts  uncovered  by  the  enamel  which  is  par- 
tially decayed  by  being  exposed  to  the  air.  This 
tooth,  with  a number  of  other  fossil  remains,  was 
dug  up  from  about  eight  feet  under  the  surface  of 
the  ground,  near  the  Paw  Paw,  in  Van  Buren  coun- 
ty, about  forty  miles  north  of  this  place,  by  some 
persons  who  were  digging  a mill  race.  We  can 
give  no  possible  conjecture  to  what  sort  of  animal 
this  tooth  belonged  unless  it  was  to  the  great  mas- 
Hie  history  of  wlilcti  animal  is  only  to  be 
found  in  the  traditions  of  the  Indians. 

[ Niles  (Mich.)  Gazette. 

New  dime.  The  United  States  Gazette  says — 
“A  friend  showed  to  us  on  Saturday  a ten  cent 
piece  of  the  new  coinage;  it  is  smaller  in  circum- 
ference than  those  formerly  emitted;  on  one  side 
are  the  words  one  dime,  encircled  with  a wreath, 
on  the  other  is  a finely  cut  figure  of  liberty  not 
the  old  head  and  trunk,  that  once  looked  so  flar- 
ing out  from  our  coin — but  a neat,  tidy  female  figure, 
sufficiently  dressed,  holding  in  one  hand  a staff,  sur- 
mounted with  a liberty  cap;  the  other  hand  sustains 
a shield,  inscribed  with  the  word  liberty.  The 
figure  is  in  a sitting  posture,  and  resembles,  gene- 
rally, the  representation  of  Britannia  on  the  English 
coins. 

Killed  again.  From  the  New  Orleans  Advertiser, 
July  19.  The  notorious  Squier,  a one  armed  negro, 
well  known  to  our  community,  from  his  numerous 
depredations,  and  Whose  haunts  in  the  swamps,  be- 
ing inaccessible,  have  enabled  him  to  play  the  ban- 
dit chief  for  a length  of  time,  almost  with  impunity. 
To  his  resorts  fled  all  the  desperate  runaways  of  his 
caste,  and  occasionally  they  have  been  known  to  he 
numerous,  and  to  have  acted  with  savage  ferocity. 
Squier,  is  said  to  have  killed  some  three  or  four 
persons,  previous  to  his  fleeing  from  civilized  so- 
ciety; and  he  was  known  to  be  a3  unprincipled  as 

Wp  havo  hoard  of  hie  hninp:  hillod  moro 

than  once!  but  although  he  might  have  been  here- 
tofore bullet  proof,  it  is  certain  that  the  dub, — not 
of  Hercules,  but  of  a, Spaniard,  has  now  terminated 
his  existence.  The  son  of  Castile,  had  been  out  in 
the  swamp  at  the  bayou  St.  John  when  Squier 
rushed  on  him — whether  fully  armed  or  not,  we  have 
not  ascertained;  the  Spaniard  met  bis  approach  with 
a “shillclah”  that  did  its  work  more  effectually 
than  any  ever  used  in  kindness  at  an  Irish  fair,  for 
the  full  force  of  the  blow  was  received  on  the  fore- 
head, and  he  measured  bis  length  on  the  ground  al- 
most instantly. 

He  was  brought  to  the  city  yesterday,  and  lay 
exposed  on  the  public  square,  where  our  news  col- 
lector visited  him.  He  thinks  after  such  positive 
occular  demonstration,  that  if  Squier  should  ever 
again  be  heard- of,  either  among  the  killed  or  killing, 
he  must  in  verity,  be  Squier  to  old  Nick  himself. 

Naval.  Extract  from  a letter  to  the  secretary  of 
the  navy  from  commander  Isaac  Mayo,  command- 
ing the  U.  S.  ship  Fairfield,  dated  at  sea,  lat.  30° 
5G'  Ion.  24°  -42'  W.  May  21,  1337.  “I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  yon  that  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Fairfield  are  well.  We  have  had  pleasant  weather, 
with  light  winds,  and  generally  ahead.” 

Extract  from  a letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy 
from  lieut.  James  M.  McIntosh,  commanding  U.  S. 
schooner  Grampus,  dated  Pensacola  Bay,  11th  July. 
1837.  “The  Mexican  brig  of  war  gen.  Urrca  was 
restored  to  her  commander  of  the  Brazos,  and  sa- 
lutes exchanged  with  the  Yandalia.  Commodore 
Dallas,  with  his  squadron,  had  sailed  for  Tampico 
and  Vera  Cruz  on  the  19th  ultimo;  the  Vandalia  and 
cutter  Dexter  on  the  29th,  to  join  him.” 

The  Pensacola  Gazette  of  the  15th  inst.  says — 
“Last  night,  after  our  paper  was  made  np,  the  fri- 
gate Constellation,  bearing  the  broad  pendant  of 
com.  Dallas,  appeared  in  sight  off’  the  bar.  She  is 
accompanied  by  the  sloop  of  war  St.  Louis.  The 
Concord  and  Natchez  are  also  on  their  way  to  this 
port.  The  Boston  had  been  ordered  to  communi- 
cate with  our  consul  at  Tampico,  and  the  Vandalia, 
with  Mr.  Greenhow  on  board,  was  to  remain  at 
Vera  Cruz  for  a few  days.  We  understand  they 
are  all  well  on  board  the  ships. 


The  U.  States  ship  Independence,  captain  J.  B. 
Nicholson,  arrived  olf  the  Isle  of  Wight  on  the  12th 
of  June,  in  22  days  from  Boston.  By  a letter  from 
a gentleman  on  board,  we  learn  that  she  made  the 
land  (Cape  Clear)  on  the  17th  day— proving  her- 
self both  a fast  sailer  and  admirable  sea  boat.  All 
were  well  on  board.  The  Independence  anchored 
at  Portsmouth  on  the  13th,  and  fired  a salute,  which 
was  answered,  gun  lor  gun,  by  the  Britannia. 

The  New  Vork  “Times”  says  that  the  subject  of 
the  subjoined  notice  was  a gentleman  oi'  high  cha- 
racter and  fine  talents  and  accomplishments. 

Shocking  casualty.  Edw.  Carroll,  formerly  of 
Charleston,  S.  C.  died  at  Barnwell  on  the  11th  in- 
stant. The  occasion  of  his  death  is  thus  reflated  in 
the  Charleston  Courier.  He  had  been  appointed  to 
deliver  the  fomth  of  July  oration  in  the  neighbor- 
ing town  of  Aikin.  At  day-light,  on  the  3d  in- 
stant, he  entered  his  sulky,  with  the  intent  to  star t 
for  Aikin,  but  scarcely  had  he  seated  himself  when 
Ifls  horse  dashed  olf,  and  after  running  about  120 
lards,  brought  the  sulky  in  contact  with  a tree. 
The  shock  threw  Mr.  Carroll  out  upon  one  of  the 
wheels,  and  his  legs  became  entangled  in  the 
spokes;  and  the  horse  continuing  to  run,  Mr.  C. 
was  whirled  round  six  or  eight  times,  his  he;  ’• 
striking  each  time  against  the  ground,  which  was 
very  hard.  In  this  situation  he  was  kept  until  his 
leg  was  snapped  off,  and  the  spoke  of  the  wheel 
breaking  at  the  same  time,  he  became  disentangled 
from  the  sulky.  It  was  so  early  in  the  morning 
that  few  of  the  villagers  were  up;  but  the  noise 
brought  many  to  the  spot  to  sympathize  with  and 
aid  the  sufferer.  Mr.  C.  was  then  in  possession  of 
his  senses,  and  continued  so  for  several  hours  after- 
wards. His  leg  was  immediately  set,  and  every 
thing  was  done  which  skillful  medical  assistance, 
and  numerous  friendly  attentions  could  devise. — 
All  was,  however,  in  vain.  The  severe  contusion 
of  his  head  brought  on  a fever  of  the.  brain,  and 
after  lingering  in  a state  of  insensibility  lor  seven 
days,  he  breathed  his  last,  at  one  o’clock  on  Sunday 
afternoon  last.  ’ 

Disastrous  accident.  New  York,  July  21.  This 
morning  about  a quarter  past  six  o’clock,  an  explo- 
sion took  place  in  a small  frame  building,  No.  248, 
Greenwich,  one  door  from  the  corner  of  Murray 
street,  occupied  by  a gunsmith,  named  De  Groff.  It 
seems  that  about  forty  pounds  of  gunpowder  were  at 
the  time  in  the  store,  and  that  in  sweeping  out  the 
store  this  morning  some  loco  foco  matches,  which 
were  lying  on  the  floor,  ignited  and  communicated 
to  the  powder,  which  is  said  to  have  been  kept  near 
the  counter.  The  whole  front  was  carried  in  Irag- 
ments  across  the  street,  together  with  the  guns, 
pistols,  &.C.  which  were  in  the  window.  The  win- 
dows on  the  opposite  side,  and  those  of  all  the 
neighboring  houses,  are  shattered  to' atoms.  Mr. 
De  Groff  and  wife  are  very  badly  hurt;  she  had  her 
leg  broke  and  is  otherwise  injured,  and  he  is  dread- 
fully burned,  and  severly  cut  by  the  failing  bricks 
and  timber.  An  old  Frenchman  passing  at  (he 
time,  got  very  much  cut  in  Ihe  face  by  the  flying 
glass.  One  or  two  other  individuals,  who  were 
asleep  in  the  upper,  story,  escaped  unhurt.  The 
house  is  in  ruins,  and  those  adjoining  have  been  a 
good  deal  injured  by  the  shock. 

It  is  reported  the  Frenchman  is  since  dead,  and 
that  De  Groff  is  not  expected  to  recover.  [Star. 

-Georgetown,  (D.  C.)  July  26.  For  the  last  few 
days  our  citizens  have  been  greeted  with  the  in- 
teresting, ((hough  to  us  novel)  spectacle  of  an 
armed  vessel  of  the  United  States  anchored  in'  our 
harbor — tim  revenue  cutter '“Tanev,”  capt.  Web- 
ster, commandant,  belonging  to  the  Norfolk  station. 
Upon  her  arrival  and  assuming  her  anchorage,  her 
voice  was  lifted  in  saluiion  to  our  port.  On  Satur- 
day afternoon,  by  invitation,  a large  number  of  the 
citizens  of  Washington  and  this  place,  consisting 
of  both  ladies  and  .yentlemen,  visited  her  and  par- 
took of  the  hospitality  of  her  worthy  commander. 
Among  the  number  were. the  honorable  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Woodbury,  accompanied  by  governor  Hill,  of 
New  Hampshire,  now  on  a visit  to  the  sea;  of  go- 
vernment, and  major  general  Macomb,  of  the  II. 
States  army.  So  soon  as  the  former  stepped  on  her 
deck,  a full  and  well  ordered  salute  was  given  him; 
and  a second  on  his  leaving  her,  as  was  also  the 
fact  upon  the  return  of  the  major  general. 

[ Advocate . 

The  New  Orleans  Bee  of  July  14th  says:  “For 
the  information  ol  our  absent  fellow  citizens,  we 
state  that  notwithstanding  the  oppressive  heat,  Ihe 
city  is  healthy,  but  all  kinds  of  business  complete- 
ly at  a stand.  Within  a few  days  past,  the  Mis- 
sissippi has  taken  a sudden  and  rap'd  rise.  The 
scarcity  of  money  has  had  no  effect  in  lowering  the 
price  of  provisions  and  the  other  necessaries  of  life, 
which  continue  high,  and  no  prospect  of  falling.” 
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NILES’  REGISTER. 

The  subscribers  to  the  “Register”  are  respect- 
fully informed,  that  after  the  first  of  September  next 
it  will  be  published  IN  THE  CITY  OF  WASH- 
INGTON. In  transferring  this  work  to  the  seat  of 
the  national  government,  we  are  not  only  complying 
with  the  wishes  of  a large  number  of  distinguish- 
ed men  of  both  parties,  but  carrying  into  effect  a 
design  long  entertained  by  its  founder,  and  obey- 
ing our  own  convictions  of  the  advantages  which 
roust  result  to  its  numerous  and  intelligent 
patrons.  For  we  will  there  have  additional  facil- 
ities for  procuring  those  facts  and  documents  which 
it  is  one  of  the  objects  of  the  “Register”  to  pre- 
sent to  its  readers,  and  which  have  heretofore 
been  obtained  at  the  sacrifice"  of  much  time  and  labor. 
In  addition  to  these  facilities,  the  “Register”  has 
become  so  identified  with  our  history,  that  it  seems 
due  to  its  character  that  it  should  avail  itself  of 
every  advantage  that  will  add  to  its,  national  repu- 
tation and  usefulness — and  Washington  City  is  ne- 
cessarily the  point  at  which  the  most  valuable  and 
authentic  intelligence  of  general  interest  is  concen- 
trated, thence  to  be  circulated  among  the  people. 

The  change  of  location  will  not,  however,  pro- 
duce any  change  in  the  original  character  or  plan 
of  the  work,  which  will  be  faithfully  adhered  to 
under  all  circumstances — and  especially  are  we  de- 
termined that  it  shall  not  partake  of  a sectional  or 
partisan  character,  but  present  a fair  and  honest  re- 
cord to  which  all  pnrlies  in  all  quarters  of  the  coun- 
try, desirous  of  ascertaining  the  truth,  may  refer 
with  confidence.  In  making  this  avowal  we  are 
not  ignorant  how  difficult  it  is  to  remove  prejudices 
from  our  own  mind,  and  to  satisfy  that  intolerance 
which  only  sees  the  truth  in  its  own  decisions;  but 
so  far  as  the  fallibility  of  human  judgment  will 
enable  us  to  do  justice,  it  shall  be  done— tor  we 
have  had  that  kind  of  experience  in  editorial  duties 
which  has  thoroughly  disgusted  us  with  the  miserable 
shifts  to  which  partisans  resort,  even  if  our  convic- 
tions of  duty  would  permit  a departure  from  strict 
neutrality.  Yet  we  do  not  intend  to  surren- 
der the  right  to  speak  of  principles  with  onr  usual 
freedum,  or  to  defend  what  we  deem  to  be  the  true 
policy  of  the  country — but  in  so  doing,  we  will  not 
be  influenced  by  special  interests  or  geographical 
lines,  and  properly  respect  the  opinions  of  others; 
for  we  too  believe  that  “truth  is  a victor  without 
violence,”  and  that  the  freedom  of  discussion  and 
the  right  of  deeisio  1 are  among  the  most  estimable 
privileges  of  an  intelligent  people. 

The  period  for  the  contemplated  removal  is  also 
peculiarly  auspicious,  for  with  the  commencement  of 
the  extra  session,  of  congress  we  will  commence  the 
publication  of  a new  volume;  and  we  have  already 
made  arrangements  to  lay  before  our  readers,  in 
sufficient  detail,  every  event  which  may  transpire 
in  that  body,  and  to  insert  all  documents,  speeches. 
See.  of  interest.  It  is  also  our  intention  to  furnish 
to  our  subscribers,  gratuitously,  at  the  termination 
of  each  session,  a supplement  containing  all 

THE  LiLWS  PASSED  THEREAT,  OF  GENERAL  IN- 
TEREST, with  an  analytical  index.  We  will  thus 
render  the  “Register”  still  more  valuable  as  a 
congressional  record  for  popular  reference:  for  the 
reader  will  then  not  onlyb'  enabled  to  trace  the 
progress  of  the  laws,  but  will  be  furnished  with 
them  as  enacted.  Heretofore  their  circulation  has 
been  confined  to  one  or  two  newspapers  in  each 
state,  or  liiiiitrd  to  copies  published  by  the  order 
of  the  government  for  the  use  of  its  officers,  and  at 


a cost,  per  volume,  that  equals,  if  it  does  not  ex- 
ceed, the  price  of  our  annual  subscription. 

These  improvements  in  our  plan  will  involve  a 
large  expenditure  of  money,  and  are  hardly  war- 
ranted by  the  general  depression  which  prevails  in 
every  branch  of  productive  industry — but  we  arc 
induced  to  believe,  from  the  steady  support  the 
“Register”  has  received  dining  the  past  most 
embarrassing  year,  that  there  is  an  increasing  de- 
sire among  the  people-  for  information,  and  that 
they  are  resolved  lo  understand  the  actual  condition 
of  public  affairs.  With  such  a disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  public,  we  cannot  doubt  that  our  enter- 

prlSc  will  bo  duly  rc  Wcirdeil^  clml  tve  carncotly  coll. 

cit  the  co-operation  of  our  friends  in  aid  of  our  ef- 
forts to  extend  our  subscription  list.  We  arc 
deeply  sensible  of  the  obligations  we  owe  them 
for  past  favors,  and  are  especially  grateful  for  the 
indulgence  which  has  been  extended  to  us  in  the 
discharge  of  our  arduous  duties,  which  have  been 
prosecuted  under  many  disadvantages.  Their  en- 
couragement has  excited  us  to  persevere,  and  to 
cherish  the  hope  that  “Niles’  Register”  may 
still  maintain  file  high  reputation  it  has  acquired  in 
all  quarters  of  the  United  States  and  in  Europe. — 
It  is  now  admitted  to  be  the  most  valuable  deposi- 
tory of.  facts  and  events  extant,  and  is  daily  quoted 
by  all  parties  as  an  authority  that  will  not  be  dis- 
puted. This  is,  indeed,  an  enviable  reputation,  and 
we  are  determined  it  shall  not  be  lost. 

The  terms  of  the  “Register”  are  five  dollars 
per  annum .,  payable  in  advance.  All  letters  must  be 
post-paid,  hut  remittances  may  be  made  at  our  risk, 
addressed,  until  the  first  of  September,  to  us  at  Bal- 
timore, and  after  that  period  to  Washington  city. — 
If  we  may  be  permitted  to  give  advice  in  the  mat- 
ter, we  would  recommend  new  subscribers  to  begin 
with  the  series  which  commenced  in  September 
TS36,  the  first  volume  of  which  terminated  in 
March  last.  It  contains  the  proceedings  of  the  last 
session  of  congress,  messages,  reports,  &c.  &c.  the 
votes  given  at  the  presidential  election,  all  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  reform  movement  in  Maryland,  the 
letters  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren,  general  Harrison  and 
judge  White  to  Sherrod  Williams,  the  letters  of 
Messrs.  Ingersoll  and  Dallas,  with  a mass  of  other 
valuable  papers  of  the  highest  interest.  The  num- 
bers can  be  forwarded  by  mail  at  the  usual  rates  of 
newspaper  postage. 

Many  of  our  subscribers  have  been  accustomed 
to  remit  their  subscriptions  through  the  members  of 
congress  from  their  respective  districts  on  their  an- 
nual visits  to  Washington.  As  we  will  be  perma- 
nently located  in  that  city  at  the  commencement  of 
the  extra  session,  this  mode  of  payment  will  he 
more  convenient  for  all  parties,  and  we  hope  our 
friends  will  continue  to  avail  themselves  of  it. 

Respectfully, 

WM.  OGDEN  NILES. 

Baltimore,  .August  5,  1837. 

Convention  of  business  men.  A general 
meeting  of  the  representatives  of  business  men, 
from  different  portions  of  the  country,  without  dis- 
tinction of  party,  for  the  purpose  of  a full  and  can- 
did exchange  of  sentiments,  and  a thorough  inves- 
tigation of  the  present  depressed  condition  of  the 
business  community  generally,  assembled  at  Phila- 
delphia, in  the  U.  S.  district  court  room,  on  Tues- 
day last,  and  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Buifum, 
of  Philadelphia.  It  was  then  temporarily  organized 
by  Pie  appointment  of  Mr.  William-  Halsey,  of  N. 
Jersey,  rs  president,  and  Mr.  David  M.  Keim,  of 
Philadelphia,  as  secretary.  On  motion,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  American  In  titute  of  New  York, 
(see  page  242)  recommending  the  convention  to 
the  considcation  of  the  people  were  read,  and  re- 
solutions adopted  disclaiming  all  party  views  and 
purposes,  and  appointing  committees  to  enroll  U e 


members  and  nominate  officers,  & c.  Some  other 
preparatory  business  was  also  transacted,  alter 
which  the  convention  adjourned  to  meet  the  next 
day.  We  will  notice  the  proceedings  more  in  de- 
tail hereafter. 

Specie.  One  million  two  hundred  arid  eighty- 
two  thousand  dollars  were  sent  out  in  the  packet 
ships  which  sailed  from  N.  York  on  the  1st  inst.  viz: 
to  Liverpool  .$604,000,  to  London  $405,000  and  to 
Havre  $183,000.  It  is  also  going  to  Canada,  in 
consequence,  probably,  oft  he  circular  noticed  below. 
The  price  is,  however,  receding  in  New  York,  and 
is  quoted  in  the  Commercial  of  Wednesday  last,  as 
follows:  half  dollars  8£;  Spanish  dollars  11;  Mexi- 
can do.  !)];  American  gold  8-'  to  81:  Napoleons 
if  - l£g  A vo  Crane  pieces  1034;  sovereigns  $5  31  a 
$5  35;  doubloons  $17  15  a $17  25;  Patriot  do. 
$16  SO. 

Treasury  drafts  sold  in  New  York  on  Tuesday- 
last  at  from  4 to  per  cent,  premium.  During  the 
last  month  about  $200,000,  in  such  drafts,  were  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  duties  at  the  custom  house  in 
New  York. 

Upper  Canada  banks.  Sir  Francis  Head  has 
issued  a circular,  requiring  each  bank  to  submit  to 
him  a ful I statement  of  its  affairs,  showing  the  sol- 
vency of  the  institution.  The  amount  of  specie  re- 
tained in  any  bank,  at  the  time  of  suspension,  shall 
not  be  more  than  sufficient  to  redeem  on  demand  its 
one  dollar  notes  which  are  in  circulation.  The 
notes  of  a suspended  bank  will  not  be  used  in 
government  transactions.  The  Toronto  Commer- 
cial Herald  of  the  26th  says,  that  the  bank  of  Up- 
per Canada  in  now  prepared  to  assist  the  commer- 
cial interests  of  the  province  by  resuming  discounts, 
at  least  for  sums  not  exceeding  £50. 

United  States  bank  stock.  The  latest  sales 
made  in  New  York  were  at  $118  a $H8f.  Stocks, 
generally,  were  looking  up,  and  though  a fair  bu- 
siness is  doing  in  cotton,  sales  of  produce  are  dull, 
and  prices  retrograding. 

From  Florida.  We  have  received  the  St. 
Augustine  Herald  of  the  22d  ult.  from  which  the 

following  ic  Pnpierl 

St.  -Augustine,  July  22. 

Army  movements.  Major  gen.  Jesup,  who  has 
been  detained  in  this  city,  for  a lew  Hays  past,  on 
account  of  ill-health,  left  here  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing, in  the  steamboat  Charleston,  for  Black  creek. 
He  had  made  a call  upon  our  executive  for  a force 

of men;  and,  during  his  stay  here,  he  was 

busily  engaged  in  organizing  mounted  and  infantry 
companies  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  settle- 
ments, and  for  active  duty  in  the  field. 

It  is  the  intention  of  gen.  Jesup,  as  vve  learn  from 
a source  entitled  to  credit,  to  embrace,  without  far- 
ther delay,  every  favorable  opportunity  to  bring  the 
•Seminoles  to  unconditional  submission;  and  he  will, 
we  further  learn,  require  every  soldier  to  be  in 
readiness  to  march  at  a moment’s  warning  to  any 
point  where  he  may  deem  it  necessary  to  strike  a 
blow  during  the  summer  months. 

General  Jesup  is  desirous  of  relying  principally 
upon  the  Floridians  to  terminate  this  Indian  war; 
and  we  fire  pleased  with  the  spirit  of  chivalry  mani- 
fested by  them  wherever  his  wishes  have  been 
made  known.  The  mounted  men  he  intends  for 
active  duty — the  infantry  are  for  local  defence;  and 
ro  far,  as  we  are  inlorined,  his  plans  are  arranged 
with  the  circumspection  and  care  of  a brave  and 
experienced  general,  and  we  hop:5  he  may  succeed. 
But  whether  successful  or  not  Floridians  will  do 
their  duty. 

North  Carolina.  The  general  election  of  re- 
presentatives to  congress  takes  place  in  the  state  of 
North  Carolina  on  the  10th  of  this  month.  For 
some  reason  of  local  convenience,  however,  the 
election  takes  place  in  the  Tarborongh  district  a 
week  or  two  earlier,  and  was  accordingly  held  one 
day  last  week,  and  is  said  to  have  resulted  in  the 
election  of  •Edward  Stanley  (W.)  by  a majority,  es- 
timated, of  700  votes  over  his  competitor  Louis  D. 
Wilson  ( A.dmin.1.  The  district  was  list  veir  re- 
presented bv  Mr.  Pettigrew  ( W.\  who  for  domes- 
tic reasons  declined  a re-electbn, 
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Maryland  election.  The  following  details 
of  the  result  of  the  congressional  election  in  this 
state  are  believed  to  be  correct. 

FIRST  DISTRICT. 

Dennis , ( W.)  Handy,  ( W.) 


Somerset 

1,081 

381 

Worcester 

707 

431 

Dorchester 

288 

597 

2,076 

1,409 

1,409 

667 

Dennis’  maj. 

SECOND  DISTRICT. 

Pierce , ( W.)  Evans , ( V. 

Talbot 

' 527 

415 

Cecil 

801 

962 

Caroline 

147 

maj. 

Queen  Anns’  56 

“ 

Kent 

174 

Ct 

1,705 

1,377 

1,377 

328 

maj.  for  Pierce 

THIRD  DISTRICT. 

Brown,  ( W.) 

Worthington,  ( V. 

Baltimore 

co.*  1,144 

1,504 

Carroll 

242 

193 

Harford 

740 

716 

1,126 


287 


Worthington’s  maj. 

FOURTH  DISTRICT 

The  result  of  the  election  in  this  district,  which 
is  termed  a double  district,  resulted,  as  stated  in  our 
last,  in  the  election  of  Messrs.  Howard  and  McKim 
(V.  B.)  over  Messrs.  Kennedy  and  Ridgely  (W.) 
by  an  average  majority  of  2512.  See  Paoe  338. 

FIFTH  DISTRICT. 

Kimmel  ( W.  nominated .)  Johnson  ( TV.  ind.) 

Part  of  Frederick 


and  Carrol 

692 

900 

Montgomery 

461 

392 

1,153 

1,292 

1,123 

Johnson’s  maj. 

139 

sixth  district. 

Merrick  ( W. ) 

Thomas  ( V.  B.) 

Frederick 

791 

1,206 

Washington 

1,881 

1,881 

Alleghany 

851 

732 

3,023 

3,819 

3,523 

Thomas’  maj. 
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SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

We  have  not  seen  the  returns  from  this  district;  but 
Mr.  Jenifer  (whig)  has  been  elected  by  a large  ma- 
jority. We  will  publish  the  returns  as  soon  as  re- 
ceived. 

The  following  exhibits  the  state  of  parties  in  the 
last  and  next  congress: 

Districts.  Last  congress. 

1.  J.  N.  Steel,* 

2.  J.  A.  Pearce,* 

3.  James  Turner:): 

A $ B.  C.  Howard, j- 

Isaac  McKim, j 


Resolved,  That  these  conventions  regard  it  as  a sa- 
cred duty  to  publish  to  the  world  the  evidence  upon 
which  they  found  the  above  allegation,  and  to  ap- 
peal to  the  house  of  representatives  to  invalidate  an 
election  secured  by  the  most  palpable  violation  and 
abuse  of  the  elective  franchise, 

Resolved,  That  a committee,  taken  either  from 
this  convention,  or  the  body  of  the  community,  and 
to  consist  of  one  person  from  each  ward,  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  chair,  with  instructions  to  employ  a com- 
petent person  or  persons  to  transcribe  the  poll  books 
of  the  late  election,  to  arrange  the  names  for  each 
ward  in  alphabetical  order,  and  to  publish  2,000  co- 
pies thereof,  in  pamphlet  form,  for  distribution. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretaries  of  these  conven- 
tions be  appointed  a committee  to  receive  and  re- 
cord the  names  of  all  persons  who  may  be  reported 
as  having  abused  thejight  of  suffrage,  and  that  they 
particularly  and  minutely  record  the  evidence  ad- 
duced to  sustain  each  case  of  alleged  abuse. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  five  persons  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  chair,  to  collect  evidences  of  the  di- 
rect or  indirect  interference  Of  the  government,  or 
its  agents,  at  the  late  election,  and  that  they  be  in- 
structed to  report,  nt  tho  first  adjourned  meeting  of 
these  conventions. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  five  be  appointed 
by  the  chair  to  prepare  a memorial  to  congress 
setting  forih  the  violation  and  abuses  of  the  right  of 
suffrage  at  the  late  election  and  respectfully  request- 
ing the  appointment  of  a committee  of  inquiry  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  five  persons  in  each 
ward  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to  ascertain  the 
course  pursued  by  the  judges  in  the  reception  of 
votes,  and  generally  to  report  all  matters  pertinent 
to  the  inquiry  in  question. 

S.  C.  Lealin,  prcs'i.  sen'r.  con 
Neilson  Poe , pres’tjun’r.  con. 

And  whereas,  silence  on  the  part  of  those  accused 
might  be  construed  by  the  intolerant,  into  an  acqui- 
escence in  the  justice  of  the  charges  preferred: 

Therefore,  be  it  unanimously  resolved  by  this  con 
vention  representing  the  supporters  of  Isaac  McKim 
and  Benj.  C.  Howard  at  the  recent  election,  that  for 
them  and  ourselves  we  repel  with  indignant  scorn  the 
imputation  of  having  sought  by  bribery,  corruption 
and  the  importation  of  illegal  voters,  to  influence 
the  late  contest,  and  confidently  challenge  at  the 
hands  of  our  accusers  the  fullest  investigation. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  the  most  unlimited  confi- 
dence in  the  integrity  of  the  voters  of  the  fourth 
congressional  district,  and  believe  them  to  be  proud 
ly  lifted  up  above  the  influence  of  any  party  which 
would  seek  to  bribe  or  corrupt  them. 

Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  convention  that  the 
thanks  of  tho  cummunity  are  liberally  due  to  the 
judges  who  presided  in  the  respective  wards  at  the 
July  election  for  the  integrity,  impartiality  and 
firmness,  with  which  in  the  midst  of  unwonted  ex- 
citement, they  have  discharged  their  delicate  and 
important  duties. 

Jno.  I.  Donaldson,  president. 


agreement  between  the  two  governments,  to  ab- 
stain from  exercising  ownership,  or  in  any  wise  in- 
terfering with  the  debatable  land  until  the  boundary 
line  question  was  settled,  I think  it  incumbent 
upon  every  loyal  subject  of  his  majesty  in  this  pro- 
vince to  evince  their  determination  to  rally  round 
the  executive,  should  those  presumptuous  threats  of 
governor  Dunlap  be  carried  into  effect,  and  as  there 
is  no  time  to  communicate  with  head  quarters  upon 
the  subject,  I deem  it  my  duty  as  the  senior  acting 
militia  officer  of  this  border  country  to  request  the 
insertion  of  the  enclosed  district  order.  I am,  sir, 
your  most  ob’t  serv’t,  Colin  Campbell, 

Lt.  col.  commanding. 

Mexican  minister.  Senor  Don  Francisco  Pi- 
zaro  Martinez,  long  known  as  the  patriotic  and  effi- 
cient Mexican  consul  at  New  Orleans,  has  been 
appointed  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  U.  States, 
He  is  said  to  be  a gentleman  of  high  character,  per- 
fectly acquainted  with  our  country  and  its  institu-_ 
■tions,  and  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  affairs  of 
Mexico  and  Texas. 

ArpmHTMirT  by  the  eresident.  Samuel  R, 
Bladder,  to  be  consul  for  the  island  of  otaheitej 
and  the  rest  of  the  Society  islands. 

Treasury  department,  August  1,1837.  In 
compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the 
2d  of  March  last,  notice  is  hereby  given  that  the 
receipts  for  the  month  of  June,  as  ascertained  and 
estimated,  were — 

For  customs,  about  . . . $213,000 

“ lands  ......  680,000 


5. 

6. 

7. 

* Whig: 
parties. 


Next  congress. 

John  Dennis,* 

J.  A.  Pearce,* 

J.  T.  H.  Worthington, f 
( B.  C.  Howard, f 
l Isaac  McKim, { 

G.  C.  Washington,*  W.  Cost  Johnson,* 
Francis  Thomas, f Francis  Thomas, f 
Daniel  Jenifer,*  Daniel  Jenifer,* 

3 — fVan  Buren  men — ^claimed,  by  both 


Richard  Marley, 
Roeert  Howard, 

Jno.  Dutton, 

Wm.  H.  Marriot, 
Thos.  E.  Norris, 
Thos.  O.  Sollers, 


1st  vice  president. 
2d 
3d 
4th 
1st 


2d 


secretaries. 


$893,000 

The  expenditures  during  the  same  month  w'ere 
about  $2,611,603. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  above  statement  of 
receipts,  like  that  for  May,  includes  not  only  the 
money  legally  paid  into  the  banks  to  the  credit  of 
the  treasurer,  and  the  amount  of  treasury  drafts 
taken  in  payment  for  duties  and  lands  by  collectors 
and  receivers,  but  all  the  money  w'hich  they  return- 
ed as  on  hand,  after  deducting  what  probably  would 
have  remained  in  their  possession,  not  deposited 
during  the  month,  had  the  banks  not  stopped  spe- 
cie payments.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

New  York  banks.  From  the  Albany  Argus. — 
Aggregate  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  banks 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  on  the  first  day  of  July, 
1837,  taken  from  their  reports  to  the  bank  commis- 
sioners, pursuant  to  law: 


At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  democratic  re- 
publican convention  held  at  the  Jackson  reading 
rooms  on  Tuesday  evening,  August  1st — the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  submitted  and  passed  without 
a dissenting  voice. 

Whereas,  the  senoir  and  junior  conventions  of  the 
whig  party  of  Baltimore,  at  a meeting  held  on  the 
28th  July,  in  the  indulgence  of  a spirit  of  bitterness, 
as  illiberal  as  it  is  unprecedented  and  inexcusable, 
deliberately  adopted  and  have  published  the  resolu- 
tions following: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  deliberate  and  unanimous 
opinion  of  these  conventions,  that  the  election  of 
Messrs.  Howard  and  McKim  was  effected  by  bribe- 
ry, corruption  and  the  most  alarming  importation 
of  hired,  illegal  votes 

*The  third,  fourth  and  sixth  districts  of  Balti- 
more'county,  are  returned  to  the  new  county  of 
Carroll,  recently  formed  from  parts  of  Frederick 
and  Baltimore  counties. 


Maryland — in  Liberia.  Recent  intelligence 
from  this  colony  has  been  received  by  the  rev  M. 
Easter,  the  agent  at  Baltimore.  It  is  going  on  quite 
prosperously,  though  the  improvements  are  not  as 
rapid  as  is  desirable.  The  new  log  house,  designed 
by  Mr.  Holmes,  the  active  and  efficient  agent  of 
the  colony,  for  the  reception  of  emigrants,  has  been 
completed,  a printing  press  and  schools  have  been 
established,  working  cattle  introduced,  and  many 
other  things  effected  to  promote  the  happiness  and 
prosperity  of  the  colonists.  Some  ore  has  been 
discovered  in  the  vicinity  of  the  cape,  which  is  sup- 
posed to  be  gold.  We  should  be  sorry  if  it  proved 
to  be  such,  lor  it  would  prove  fatal  to  the  colony, 
and  introduce  beggary  and  idleness,  instead  of  in- 
dustry and  enterprise.  A new  species  of  potatoe 
would  be  of  more  value  to  the  colonists — the  dig- 
gers of  which  are  always  better  off' than  the  diggers 
of  gold — of  which  we  have  striking  examples  in  the 
gold  and  silver  regions  of  South  America. 

The  border  war.  The  order  of  col.  Camp- 
bell published  in  the  “Register”  of  the  22d  nit.  was 
accompanied  by  the  following  letter  to  the  editor  of 
the  paper  in  which  it  appeared. 

To  the  editor  of  the  St.  Andrews  Standard. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  bullying  and  bluster- 
ing tone  assumed  by  the  governor  of  Maine  on  the 
subject  of  the  merited  incarceration  of  Mr.  Gree- 
ley, who  was  acting  in  violation  of  the  positive 


Resources. 

22 

New  York 
city  banks. 

27 

N.  river  <$' 
L.  Isl.  bks. 

47 

Country 

banks. 

Discounted  bills  and  notes 

33,754,961 

12,400,021 

16,103,574 

Other  loans, 

3,989,671 

605,253 

384.091 

Real  estate, 

953,521 

388  946 

417,852 

Overdrafts, 

88,745 

120,284 

118,907 

Expenses  & pers’l  estate, 

112,819 

32,947 

92.888 

355  295 

104.382 

158,059 

1,709.652 

517,867 

458,835 

Notes  of  Older  banks, 

3,683,965 

924,899 

899.029 

Cash  items, 

543,117 

611,293 

305,213 

Due  from  city  banks. 

3,994.821 

454.424 

1,923.703 

Due  fin.  nth.  bks.  St  corp 

5,760,748 

1,090,031 

585.313 

Other  investments, 

[Add  for  excess  of  cents]. 

2,676,542 

087 

482,992 

333,881 

183 

Total  resources, 
Liabilities. 

57,602,944 

17,733,339 

21,841,528 

♦ 

18.111  200 

7,085  260 

8,955,000 

5 574.808 

2,482.769 

6,705,953 

2.594.300 

382.606 

284,494 

Due  canal  fund, 

941,875 

867,111 

1 060,646 

u state  treasurer, 

505,6*26 

569  442 

597,203 

3,152  330 

91,029 

159,433 

“ individ.  depositors, 

10.928.530 

1,792,484 

1,338,427 

90.551 

26.709 

21,719 

3.430,688 

813,705 

425,762 

“ other  banks  & corp. 

6.218.420 

2 227.324 

571,888 

Profits, 

3.517.349 

1 ,322,5  i7 

] ,592,701 

Ollier  liabilities, 

[Add  for  excess  of  cents], 

2,537,213 

054 

72.373 

128,192 

110 

Total  liabilities, 

57,602  944 

17,733,3391  21,841,528 

Total  resources  of  the  96  banks. 
Discounted  bills  and  notes,  . . . 62,318,556 

Other  loans,  .....  4,959,015 

Real  estate,  . 1,760,319 

Overdrafts,  ...■••  327,936 
Expenses  and  personal  estate,  . . 238,654 

Bank  fund, 617,736 

Specie,  ...■••  2,686,354 

Notes  of  other  banks,  . . • 5,506,893 

Cash  items,  . 1,459,623 

Due  from  city  banks,  . . • 6,372,948 

Due  from  other  banks  and  corporations,  7,436,092 
Other  investments,  ....  3,493,415 

[Add  for  excess  of  cents],  . . . 270 

Total  resources,  $87,177,811 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— AUGUST  5,  1837— MISCELLANEOUS. 


355 


Total  nubilities. 

Capital  stock,  ..... 

Circulation,  .... 

Loans,  ...... 

Due  canal  fund,  .... 

“ state  treasurer,  .... 

“ U.  S.  treasurer, 

“ individual  depositors, 

Dividends  unpaid, 

Due  city  banks,  .... 

“ due  other  banks  and  corporations, 
Profits,  ...... 

Other  liabilities,  .... 

[Add  for  excess  of  cents]. 


34,151,460 

14,763,530 

3,261,400 

2.569.632 
1,672,271 
3,402,792 

14,059,441 

138,979 

4,670,155 

9.017.632 
6,432,577 
2,737,778 

164 


Total  liabilities,  $97,177,811 

The  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  American  after  com 
plaining  that  the  statement  is  valueless  for  want  of 
a comparative  table,  goes  on  to  quote  from  the  re- 
port made  to  the  assembly  in  May  last  by  the 
council  of  investigation. 

“According  to  this  report,”  sajrs  the  American, 
“the  banks  of  New  York,  with  a capital  of  about 
twenty-one  millions,  had  on  23th  of  April  forty-three 

•millions,  si.v  httudrcd  and  ninoioort  -fJtmisnrtrl,  iwO  IltlTl- 

dred  and  ninety-six  dollars  of  discounted  paper;  and 
this  was  about  the  average  of  the  discount  line  for 
the  18  months  preceding. 

The  statement  now  before  us  shows  a reduction 
in  capital  of  nearly  three  millions,  and  in  discounts 
— rn  the  short  space  of  about  60  days — often  mil- 
lions! in  this  city  alone. 

On  further  comparison  of  these  two  documents, 
we  find  these  results. 

Banks  of  the  city. 

Specie.  Circulation. 

$3,091,990  6,836,137 

1,709,652 
1,382,238 


April  25th, 
July  1st, 
Decrease, 
Increase, 


5,574,808 

1,261,309 


JDeposiies. 

12,678,067 

14,586,486 


1,906,811 


Hence  we  find  that,  within  a period  of  60  days, 
the  banks  of  this  city  have  contracted  their  dis- 
counts ten  millions,  their  circulation  about  one  and 
a quarter  millions,  and  added  to  their  deposites 
(thereby  abstracting  an  equal  amount  from  com- 
mercial use),  about  two  millions. 

The  American  then  with  justice  remarking,  “that 
there  are  limits  to  all  things,”  complains  of  the 
“prodigious  contractions,”  and  ends  with  saying, 
“we  fear  the  desire  of  having  the  credit  to  be  the 
first  to  resume  specie  payments,  is  leading  some  of 
our  banks  into  a course  oppressive  to  individuals, 
and  that  will  ultimately  be  injurious  to  the  institu- 
tions making  the  attempt.” 

Commerce  of  New  Yoi?k.  We  have  obtained 
from  the  revenue  barge  office  thp  materials  for  the 
following  statement,  showing  the  arrivals  at  this 


American. 

Foreign. 

Ships  .... 

293 

57 

Barques 

. 63 

84 

Brigs  .... 

335 

289 

Schooners 

. 157 

65 

Galliots 

- 

40 

Sloops 

• 

3 

Total  .... 

853 

538 

Grand  total 

1,391. 

The  number  of  arrivals  in 

1336  (whole  year)  was 

2,293;  of  which  1,583  were 

American 

vessels,  and 

710  foreign.  Although  the  number  of  arrivals  this 

year  is,  so  far,  as  great  as  iri  any  former  one,  per- 
haps greater,  it  will  be  observed  that  a much  larger 
proportion  of  them  are  foreigners.  The  whole 
number  of  foreign  arrivals  in  1835,  was  not  so  great 
by  59  as  in  the  first  7 months  of  the  present  year. 
This  is  a matter  which  requires  attention.  If  we 
suffer  our  commerce  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  fo- 
reigners— and  there  has  been  a strong  tendency  that 
wav  of  late  years — we  shall  not  deserve  the  name 
of  Yankees.  Our  navy  will  suffer,. and  so  will  our 


commerce,  a parliamentary  inquiry  into  the  caus  1 
and  the  proper  remedy,  would  be  ordered  instantly. 

[2Y.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

Illinois.  The  legislature  of  Illinois  adjourned 
on  the  22d  ult.  A bill  was  passed  in  reference  to 
banks,  the  substance  of  which  is  as  follows:  The 
provisions  of  law  authorising  proceedings  against 
banks,  with  a view  to  a forfeiture  of  their  charters, 
or  winding  up  their  concerns,  or  requiring  them  to 
suspend  operations  in  consequence  of  a refusal  to 
pay  specie,  are  suspended,  provided  that 

The  banks  make  no  dividends  during  their  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments;  that  they  shall  not, 
during  their  suspension,  dispose  of  any  silver  or 
gold,  or  bullion,  except  for  change,  to  the  amount 
of  five  dollars  or  under;  that  they  shall  furnish 
monthly  statements  of  their  condition  to  the  execu- 
tive of  the  state;  that  they  shall  not  increase  the 
amount  of  their  circulation  beyond  the  amount  of 
capital  stock  actually  paid  in;  that  they  shall  re- 
ceive the  funds  of  the  state  on  special  deposite,  and 
pay  them  out  in  kind,  free  of  charge;  that  until  the 
resumption  of  specie  payments,  all  persons  indebt- 
ed to  them  upon  notes  heretofore  discounted,  shall 
De  aimwcu  tu  pay  uieir  debts  in  insiaimcto  d tho 
rate  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  amount  originally  due; 
and  that  any  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  act 
shall  subject  the  bank  in  default  to  a forfeiture  of 
its  charter.  [Globe. 

The  following  is  copied  from  the  Illinois  State 
Register  of  July  14: 

“Bills  for  the  repeal  of  the  internal  improvement 
law  of  the  last  session,  were  laid  on  the  table  until 
the  4th  of  July  next,  this  day,  in  both  houses  of  the 
general  assembly — the  vote  in  the  house  stood  53 
to  34 — in  the  senate  19  to  11.  So  here  ends  we 
hope  forever,  the  opposition  to  our  noble  system  of 
improvements,  the  governor  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding.” 

See  the  message  of  the  governor  of  the  state, 
page  359. 

Increase  of  ranks.  An  erroneous  statement 
in  regard  to  the  increase  of  banking  capital  is  going 
the  rounds  of  the  papers,  and,  as  it  is  likely  to  be 
often  repeated,  we  take  the  liberty  to  correct  it — 
partly  in  revenge  for  having  been  misled  by  it  our- 
selves. When  first  made  up,  (by  the  Boston  Cou- 
rier), it  was  doubtless  correct,  though  liable  to  pro- 
duce an  erroneous  impression,  in  consequence  of 
the  omission  of  the  United  States  bank  in  every  re- 
turn except  the  last,  when  it  had  become  a state  in- 
stitution. In  passing  from  paper  to  paper,  numer- 
ous figures  have  become  changed,  in  one  case  mak- 
ing a difference  of  a hundred  million  dollars.  We 
have  referred  to  the  document  from  which  the  ma- 
terials were  derived,  [letter  from  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  congress,  Jan.  4,  1837],  and  present 
below  a record  of  the  facts  as  there  exhibited.  It 
must  be  understood  that,  in  this  statement,  the  U. 
States  bank  is  included,  whenever  such  an  institu- 
tion existed;  so  that  the  last  column  of  figures  shows 


commercial  reputation,  and 

our  purse. 

Perhaps 

the  reader  would  1 

ike  to  see 

the  tolal  of  foreign  ar- 

rivals  at  this  port 

for  a series  of  years. 

They  are 

as  follows: 

American. 

Foreign. 

Total. 

In  1830 

1 ,364 

144 

1,510 

1831 

1,264 

370 

1 ,634 

1832 

1,290 

520 

1,810 

183.3 

1,3S4 

541 

1,925 

1834 

1,486 

446 

1,932 

1835 

1,565 

479 

2,044 

1836 

1,583 

710 

2,293 

1837—7  mo. 

853 

538 

1,391 

In  seven  years,  then,  it  appears  that  the  number 
of  American  arrivals  from  foreign  ports  has  not  in- 
creased above  16  per  cent,  while  the  foreign  arri- 
vals have  increased  nearly  400  per  cent.!!  Were 
such  phenomena  exhibited  in  the  returns  of  British 


the  dates  mentioned. 

[Jour,  of  Com. 

Year. 

Banks. 

U.  S.  Bank. 

Total  capital. 

1792 

12 

$10,000,000 

$18,935,000 

1801 

33 

do. 

33,550,000 

1805 

76 

do. 

50,493,000 

Jan.  1,  1811 

89 

do. 

52,610,601 

Jan.  1,  1815 

208 

defunct. 

82,259,590 

Jan.  1,  1816 

246 

defunct. 

89,822,422 

Jan.  1,  1820 

308 

35,000,000 

137,210,611 

Jan.  1,  1830 

330 

do. 

145,192,268 

Jan.  1,  1834 

507 

do. 

205,123,788 

Jan.  1,  1835 

558* 

do. 

231,250,337 

Jan.  1,  1836 

567* 

do. 

251,875,292 

Dec.  1,  1836 

677 

do.f 

378,421,168 

Post  office  department.  The  following 
letter  from  the  postmaster  general,  in  reply  to  a 
proposition  of  the  late  editors  of  the  Georgetown 
Metropolitan,  to  permit  postmasters  to  receive  the 
amount  of  newspaper  subscriptions,  and  pay  them 
by  drafts  on  a post  office,  near  or  at  the  places 
where  the  newspapers  are  published,  has  given  rise 
to  considerable  discussion. 

Post  office  department,  April  IS th,  1837. 

Gentlemen:  I duly  received  your  note  with  the 
Metropolitan  of  the  20th  ult.  and  have  carefully 
considered  the  proposition  contained  in  the  article 
to  which  it  alludes. 

It  is  practicable,  through  the  machinery  of  this 
department,  to  receive  small  sums  of  money  in  one 
part  of  the  United  States  arid  pay  them  in  another 
an  operation,  which,  in  fact,  it  is  daily  performing. 
If  authority  were  given  by  law,  and  the  force  of 


‘Having  146  branches. 

[With  a charter  from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 


the  department  were  adequately  increased,  the  dues 
of  printers  might  be  thus  transmitted.  But  if  such 
a plan  be  adopted,  its  benefits  should  be  extended 
to  every  class  of  the  community  which  is  in  the 
habit  of  remitting  small  sums  by  mail.  It  might 
be  effected  for  a commission  much  less  than  post- 
age and  the  risk  now  encountered. 

The  duties  of  the  postmaster  general  are  already 
sufficiently  laborious.  But  if  it  be  the  will  of  con- 
gress to  grant  the  authority  and  the  force,  it  will 
give  me  pleasure  to  digest  a plan  for  accomplish- 
ing so  great  a public  benefit,  and  give  to  its  execu- 
tion a general  superintendence.  With  high  regard, 
&c.  Amos  Kendall. 

Messrs.  Lang  tree  and  O’Sullivan, 

Editors  of  the  Metropolitan. 

Letter  from  gov.  Marcy,  of  New  York. 
The  following  letter  was  addressed  by  gov.  Marcy, 
in  reply  to  the  proceedings  of  a meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Broome  county,  on  the  subject  of  the  suspen- 
sion law  prohibiting  the  circulation  of  small  notes. 

Albany,  June  12,  1837. 

Myron  Merrill,  esq:  Sir:  I have  received  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a meeting  of  citizens  of  the  county  of 
Bi-oo, np.  held  on  the  10th instant.  »twiuMi  jUU  |mc- 
sided,  containing  a request  to  have  the  legislature 
convened  lor  the  purpose  of  suspending  the  opera- 
tion of  the  law  for  suppressing  the  circulation  of 
bank  bills  under  the  denomination  of  five  dollars, 
until  the  banks  shall  resume  specie  payments. 

I am  fully  aware  of  the  inconvenience  and  em- 
barrassments arising  from  the  present  condition  of 
our  pecuniary  affairs,  and  have  given  respectful  at- 
tention to  the  wishes  of  the  citizens  of  Broome 
county  assembled  on  the  10th  instant,  but  I cannot 
satisfy  myself  that  it  would  be  wise  or  expedient  to 
adopt  the  mode  of  relief  recommended  by  them. 
The  difficulty  of  “obtaining  change  for  banknotes,” 
increased  as  it  is  by  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, by  the  banks,  does  not  in  my  judgment  con- 
stitute a sufficient  reason  for  abandoning  even  tem- 
porarily, a measure  generally  approved  and  emi- 
nently salutary  in  its  effects  upon  our  currency. 
The  measure  recommended  by  the  meeting  at  which 
you  p.esided,  would  be  adverse  to  the  policy  which 
the  crisis  demands;  its  adoption  would,  I think,  re- 
tard the  period,  and  increase  the  difficulties,  of  re- 
turning to  specie  payments.  In  this  view  of  the 
subject,  without  regarding  its  tendency  to  cause  the 
withdrawal  of  specie  from  circulation,  and  to  in- 
crease the  depreciation  of  bank  paper,  this  measure 
would  be  very  injurious  in  its  general  operation, 
and  create  a more  serious  and  enduring  evil  than 
the  one  proposed  to  be  removed  by  it. 

Even  if  my  individual  views  as  to  the  policy  re- 
commended were  different  from  what  they  are,  and 
in  accordance  with  those  expressed  in  the  proceed- 
ings which  you  have  transmitted  to  me,  I should 
still  regard  it  as  my  duty  to  withhold  my  assent  to 
the  course  suggested.  The  indications  of  public 
sentiment  appear  to  me  to  be  decidedly  adverse  to 
the  re-issue  of  small  bills.  The  suspension  of  specie 
payments  happened  before  the  adjournment  of  the 
legislature,  and  the  inconvenience  likely  to  result 
from  it,  was  clearly  foreseen.  A proposition  1o  per- 
mit the  issue  of  small  bills,  was  submitted  to  its 
consideration,  and  rejected  by  a large  majority. 
Nothing  has  since  occurred  to  induce  a belief  that 
itw'ould  be  received  with  more  favor  at  an  extra 
session. 

After  much  reflection  on  this  subject,  I am  con- 
vinced that  1 could  not  reconcile  it  to  my  duty  to 
sanction  such  a measure,  nor  have  I seen  evidence 
sufficient  to  satify  me  that  public  opinion  either 
calls  for,  or  would  approve  of  its  adoption.  I have 
the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  W.  L.  Marcy. 

Death  of  Mr.  Storrs.  The  New  York  Com- 
mercial Advertiser  thus  notices  the  sudden  death  of 
Henry  R . Storrs,  esq.  of  New  York,  lately  a dis- 
tinguished member  ofi-congress  from  that  state: 

“Death  has  been  speediriga  shaft  at  another  shin- 
ing mark;  and  it  is  with  deep  and  unaffected  sorrow 
that  we  announce  the  resuit  in  the  death,  at  New 
Haven,  on  Saturday  evening,  of  the  hon.  Henry  R. 
Storrs  of  this  city.  The  mind  of  Mr.  Storrs  has 
been  considerably  agitated  for  two  or  three  months 
past,  by  the  protracted  indisposition  of  his  only 
daughter,  who,  under  the  charge  of  her  mother,  had 
been  placed  at  New  Haven  for  change  of  air,  and 
the  benefit  of  sea-bathing  at  Pavilion.  Mr.  Stcrrs 
repaired  thither  on  a visit  on  Tuesday  or  Wednes- 
day last,  and  was  to  return  to-day.  On  Saturday 
afternoon  he  was  in  his  wonted  good  health  and 
spirits,  and  transacted  business  for  a merchant  ip 
this  city,  who  went  to  New  Haven  to  consult  him. 

In  the  evening  he  was  in  cheerful  conversation  with 
his  family  and  friends.  An  alarm  of  fire  in  the  city 
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called  hirn  with  others  to  the  cupola  of  the  house, 
whence  he  descended,  and  was  again  engaged  in 
conversation,  walking  up  and  down  the  drawing 
room,  when  lie  fell  and  instantly  expired.  His  dis- 
ease was  angina  pectoris.  Thus,  in  the  prime,  of 
life,  in  the  rich  maturity  of  an  uncommon  intellect, 
has  suddenly  fallen  one  of  the  ablest  members 
of  the  legal  profession  of  which  this  country  could 
boast. 

‘•The  life  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  down 
to  the  peace  of  Tolentino,  and  the  close  of  his  first 
campaign  in  Italy,  by  Henry  Lee,  of  Virginia,”  is 
the  title  under  which  all  that  had  been  completed 
of  the  lamented  author’s  contemplated  biography  of 
the  great  emperor,  has  issued  from  the  press  of 
Galignani,  in  Paris.  The  volume  is  accompanied 
with  the  following  notice: 

“To  the  reader.  The  lamented  death  of  the  au- 
thor on  the  30th  of  January,  1837,  unhappily  arrest- 
ed the  execution  of  his  original  design  to  publish  a 
work  comprehending  the  entire  life  of  the  emperor 
Napoleon.  At  the  time  of  major  Lee’s  death,  the 
manuscript  of  the  present  volume  only  was  prepar- 
ed; but  as  the  work,  as  far  as  it  goes,  is  complete 
in  itself,  this  volume,  with  a slight  alteration  of  its 
tltlfi,  is  Ottered  IU  111©  pixKlir*  in  th*j  r*nnvirtirvn  tlictt 
the  reader  will  regret  only  the  untimely  decease  of 
its  gifted  author,  'ndthe  premature  close  of  his  la- 
bors. 

“It  maybe  proper  to  add  that  a previous  volume, 
printed  in  a character  which,  it  was  found,  would 
render  the  work  unnecessarily  voluminous,  has, 
with  its  appendix,  (abridged  and  corrected  by  the 
author),  been  embodied,  under  a more  convenient 
form  in  the  present  publication. 

‘ Consulate  of  the  U.  S.  Paris,  1837.” 

The  Creeks.  The  last  band  of  friendly  Creek 
Indians  who  have  been  removed  from  Georgia  and 
Alabama  and  are  about  to  emigrate  to  their  lands  in 
the  far  west,  are  at  present  encamped  at  Pass  Chris- 
tian, a healthy  spot  where  a hotel  has  been  erected 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  people  of  New  Or- 
leans during  the  summer  season.  The  editor  of 
the  New  Orleans  True  American,  who  paid  a visit 
to  the  encampment  about  a fortnight  ago,  furnishes 
the  following  notice  of  its  occupants: 

The  friendly  Indians  to  the  number  of  3,500  are 
encamped  in  the  woods  adjoining  the  hotel:  a visit 
to  whose  wigwam  forms  not  the  least  attraction  of 
the  place.  These  sons  of  the  forest,  under  the 
control  of  their  chief,  Jim  Boy,  are  awaiting  on 
this  healthy  spot  the  rising  of  the  waters  in  the 
Arkansas,  about  October,  to  enable  them  to  reach 
their  appointed  homes  in  the  far  west.  To  those 
who  have  not  been  much  accustomed  to  the  lives 
and  manners  of  the  red  men,  this  encampment 
forms  an  object  of  exceeding  interest.  Their  tents 
are  rude  and  slight,  though  some  of  them  betray  a 
neatness  almost  amounting  to  elegance:  for  even 
with  these  children  of  nature  there  are  evidently 
classes  or  grades.  There  is,  too,  an  aristocratic  or 
“west  end”  of  the  encampment,  wrhere  the  squaws 
are  better  dressed — where  the  papoose  swings  in  a 
neater  craole — and  where  the  1 dges  are  furnished 
with  cleaner  beds  and  better  culinary  utensils  than 
in  any  other  quarter.  Jim  Boy  is  a tall,  fine  look- 
ing savage,  and  has  a certain  air  of  importance  in 
his  appearance  and  bearing  that  marks  him  out  as 
a “great  chief.”  A fair  lady  who  visited  him  on 
Sunday  was  about  to  leave  his  lodge  w ithout  the 
ceremony  of  leave-taking,  as  her  pretty  lips, 
though  admirably  formed  for  the  soft  sweetness  of 
the  Greek,  had  never  been  twish  d out  of  beauty 
by  uttering  the  barbarities  of  the  Creek  dialect;  bill 
the  proud  chief  told  the  interpreter  that  the  whit  ■ 
squaw  had  forgotten  herself  in  forgetting  him,  and 
she  accordingly  returned,  took  his  huge  paw  and 
bade  hirn  a courteous  good-day! 

The  Indians  are  somewhat  sickly.  Their  food 
of  salt  ham  and  green  fruit  has  disordered  them, 
but  there  is  scarcely  the  average  mortality  among 
them.  While -surveying  their  curious  dwelling 
places,  we  were  much  interffted  bv  the  spectacle 
of  a sorrowing  family,  weeping  ov  nr  an  aged  fe- 
male relation  as  they  performed  for  tier  the  last  sad 
offices  of  the  dead.  Though  the  apathy  of  the 
males  was  as  imperturbable  as  usual,  the  females 
gave  froe  vent  to  their  sorrow;  and  their  natural 
cries,  blended  with  the  strange,  wild  funeral  ebaunt 
of  some  old  crones  around,  gave  an  almost  unearth- 
ly interest  to  the  burial  scene. 

The  men  for  the  most  part  are  a fine  race  of  be- 
ings, but  idle,  careless  and  mendicant  as  usual. — 
The  squaws  are  unusually  good  looking;  their  per- 
sons are  cleanly  and  decently  attired,  while  their 
hair  is  dressed  with  peculiar  neatness.  Many  ol 
f r b h ei  , eak  out  lai  gu  ig<  ■ ilh  (<  r- 
able  fluency,  though  their  own  barbarous  gutturals 
find  few  speakers  among  their  white  visiters.  The 


greatest  objection  to  the  proximity  of  these  Indians 
arises  from  the  nefarious  acts  of  some  debased 
scoundrels,  who,  for  the  profit  of  a few  paltry  dol- 
lars, continue  to  supply  them  surreptitiously  with 
liquor  in  defiance  of  the  law,  the  vigilance  of  the 
officers,  and  of  the  consequent  outbreaks  of  vio- 
lence and  depravity  ever  to  be  seen  where  the  per- 
nicious use  of  ardent  spirits  is  suffered  to  the  ig- 
norant dwellers  in  the  iorcst.  We  trust  these  de- 
based scoundrels  will  speedily  be  brought  to  answer 
lor  their  misdeeds.  Could  the  excitement  of  liquor 
be  kept  from  them,  the  Indians  are  disposed  to  be 
quiet  and  peaceable  men. 

Ex-sheriff  Parkins.  This  eccentric  indivi- 
dual, who  came  to  this  country  a number  of  years 
since,  possessed  of  a large  property,  has  been  strip- 
ped of  nearly  the  whole  of  his  possessions  by  the 
severity  of  the  law.  His  disposition  appears  to  have 
been  irascible  to  an  extent  almost  amounting  to  in- 
sanity; and  he  has  been  several  limes  prosecuted  for 
slander,  and  mulcted  in  heavy  sums.  He  has  now 
been  confined  in  the  debtors  prison  in  N.  York  for 
several  years.  The  Post  of  this  morning  says,  “the 
persecution,  robbery  and  imprisonment  of  the  ex- 

sheriff' Pa io  ©.  Jicgiav©  -to  iKo  oiota  ,\i'  w©-w 

York.  We  hope  the  press  there  will  yet  do  this  in- 
jured man  justice,  and  bring  shame  upon  the  de- 
testable crew'  who  have  barrassed  him  almost  unto 
death  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  his  property.” 
[Boston  Mer.  Journal. 

We  agree  entirely  with  our  Boston  contempora- 
ries upon  this  subject — having  several  times  ex- 
pressed ourselves  lo  the  same  effect.  Mr.  Parkins 
came  to  this  country  a man  of  wealth,  and  of  bene- 
volence, and  lor  some  time  alter  his  arrival,  muni- 
ficent charitable  contributions  gave  substantial  ev  i- 
dence of  the  fact.  He  had  however,  an  infirmity  of 
temper,  in  addition  to  other  eccentricities,  which 
presently  involved  him  in  difficulties.  Advan- 
tage was  taken  ol  his  infirmity,  both  at  Albany  and 
in  this  city,  and  the  poor  man  was  barraassed  into  a 
strange  but  unequivocal  insanity.  He  has  been 
robbed,  abused  and  tormented  in  a hundred  ways, 
until  his  case  is  most  deplorable.  We  consider  his 
treatment  in  this  country  most  disgraceful. 

Apropos  to  the  ex-sheriff,  we  aie  glad  of  the  op- 
portunity to  correct  an  erroneous  statement  which 
we  have  often  heard  repeated,  and  seen  more  than 
once  in  print.  It  is  said,  and  believed  by  many, 
that  Mr.  Parkins  sustained  immense  losses  by  the 
failure  of  Mr.  Rowland  Stephenson,  and  the  bank- 
ing house  in  which  he  was  a partner.  It  is  proper 
to  say  that  all  the  obligations  of  that  house  have 
been  most  honorably  discharged;  arid  that  the  wind- 
ing up  of  ils  affairs  was  so  completely  satisfactory  to 
the  creditors,  that  they  deputed  a gentleman  to  v isit 
this  country,  for  the  express  purpose  of  inviting 
Mr.  Stephenson  to  return.  Of  course  this  invita- 
tion was  grateful  lo  him,  but  he  would  not  accept 
of  it,  until  the  same  publicity  should  be  given  to  Ills 
entire  exoneration  from  all  censure,  that  had  been 
given  to  the  unfounded  charges  against-his  integri- 
ty. [iV.  Y.  Commercial. 

“Clam  Bake,”  “Steamer,”  or  “Bake  Out.” 
There  is  an  Indian  least,  quite  common  on  the  sea 
shore,  that  is  know  n by  either  or  all  of  these  names. 
The  Barnstable  (Mass.)  Patriot  says  it  is  got  up  in 
this  wise; 

“It  is  prepared  by  first  laying  a bed  of  stone  six 
or  eight  feet  square,  on  which  a fire  is  built  and  kept 
burning  until  the  stones  are  red  hot;  a layer  of  wet 
sea  weed  is  then  thrown  upon  them  and  upon  the 
sea  weed  a layer  of  quahangs  or  clams.  Over  these 
.is  placed  another  layer  of  wet  sea  weed;  on  this 
layer,  fish  is  laid  stuffed  and  wrapped  in  cloths;  and 
after  anolher  layer  of  sea  weed  vegetables  may  be 
put,  oi  they  may  be  placed  between  tl  e fish  and 
quahaugs.  Over  the  whole  is  thrown  a thick  layer 
of  sea  weed  which  keeps  in  the  steam  which  is 
generated  by  the  heal  of  the  stones,  and  which 
thoroughly  penetrates  the  whole  mass.  In  a-shorl 
time  the  “bake”  is  opened  and  all  the  culinary  pre- 
parations are  found  completed  “to  a charrn”  and 
ready  for  the  table.  In  this  way  and  with  little  trou- 
ble or  time,  a rich  fpast  may  be  served  for  a large 
company.  The  Indians  doubtless  prepaYed  their 
public  dinners  in  this  summary  mode,  and  it  is  from 
them  that  their  w hite  brethren  are  indebted  for  this 
art  in  rookery.  There  is  another  way  for  preparing 
shell  fish,  probably  derived  from  the  same  source, 
that  is  common  on  festive  occasions  in  the  villages 
on  the  south  side  of  (his  town.  It  is  called  a “roast 
nut”  and  is  prepared  by  placing  a large  quantity  of 
clams  or  quahangs  upon  the  ground,  joint  down- 
ward,s.  and  placing  over  them  some  light  dry  bnr-h, 
which  i=  set  on  fire  and  soon  causes  the  clams  or 
quahaugs  to  open  their  wide  mouths  just  tar  enough 
to  secure  the  prize  within,  without  losing  the  deb- 


us water.  They  are  then  taken  up  and  are  red-' 
to  serve.  Thus  a very  large  party  may  be  pro- 
vided with  a dish  of  clam  s or  quahaugs  at  the  short- 
est notice  and  in  the  most  primitive  style.” 

A fish  storm.  Dr.  Wood,  a naturalist,  relates 
the  astonishing  fact,  that  after  a thunderstorm  at 
Louisville,  on  the  21st  ultimo,  he  saw  the  puddles 
ol  water  collected  in  the  streets  and  the  commons, 
swarming  with  a species  of  psicatory  tribe,  varying 
in  weight  from  10  to  3 dwts.  which  not  without  doubt 
he  ranks  with  the  genus  Exocehis,  although  the  pec- 
toral fins  are  riot  united  with  the  sides  quite  near 
enough  to  the  spinal  membrane  to  be  the  true  Elvo- 
lans.  He  further  observes  that  by  placing  them  in 
a glass  jar  of  w ater  betw  een  himself  and  the  light 
of  a taper,  he  found  the  body  to  be  transparent  and 
void  of  veins  or  arteries.  Only  two  parts  of  the 
body  contained  blood  vessels  visible  to  Ihe  naked 
eye.  The  air  vessels  covered  the  whole  interior  of 
the  sides  and  back.  Whether  they  ascended  in  the 
clouds  in  spawn  and  there  attained  their  present 
size,  or  whether  they  were  drawn  up  in  that  per- 
fection, he  does  not  decide. 

A KCF.N3Z  t>j  A rmiBcn.  J^roiiL  i7io  KeW  York 
Gazette.  Mr.  Editor:  Please  give  the  following 
corrected  version  of  the  “scene”  at  Ihe  German 
Reformed  church  yesterday.  The  facts  are,  that  at 
10  o’clock,  A.  M.the  church  was  opened  as  usual. 
The  clergyman  duly  employed,  and  who  had  regu- 
larly officiated  every  Sabbath  icr  at  least  seven 
weeks,  quietly  and  undisturbed,  entered  the  pulpit 
about  10  o’clock  without  interruption.  The  con- 
gregation assembled  as  usual,  and  peaceably  took 
their  seats.  The  organist  took  his  place  and  per- 
formed a piece  of  sacred  music,  which  ended  a lit- 
tle after  half  past  ten.  The  clergyman  then  enter- 
ed upon  the  religious  services,  read  a chapter  of 
considerable  length  in  the  Bible,  arid  then  proposed 
and  read  a hymn  of  several  verses.  Up  to  this  mo- 
ment the  most  perfect  order  prevailed.  Then  a 
slight  bustle  and  noise  as  of  quick  steps  and  half 
suppressed  voices  was  heard  at  the  door.  A small 
parly  not  exceeding  a dozen  men,  came  hastily 
through  the  aisles,  and  at  the  chancel  some  of  them 
called  to  the  minister  lo  come  out  of  Ihe  pulpit.  A 
part  of  them  leaped  or  er  the  railing,  ran  up  Ihe 
pulpit  stairs,  and  seizing  the  clergyman  hurried 
him  forcibly  down.  Some  peace  officers  arid  others 
now  interfering  with  the  disturbers,  the  minister 
re-entered  the  pulpit  without  opposition  arid  re- 
mained there  alone. 

At  this  juncture  on  alderman  arrived,  and  evident- 
ly at  the  suggestion  of  some  liiends  ol  the  assailants, 
he  proposed  that  the  house  should  be  cleared  of  all 
persons.  He  was  answered  by  some  of  the  congre- 
gation tli at  the  distui  bers  only  should  be  taken  out. 
The  alderman  departed,  and  the  principal  portion 
of  the  disturbers  retired  towards  the  dcor.  An  of- 
ficer of  the  peace  was  sfe.ticned  near  the  pulpit 
sleps,  on  each  side.  The  disturbance  principally 
ceased.  The  preacher  proceeded  w ilh  his  sermon 
lor  about  fifteen  minutes,  occasionally  inteirupted 
by  stamping  and  oilier  noises;  and  ihen  a second 
rush  was  made  by  ihe  rioters,  to  the  number  of  fif- 
teen or  twenty,  at  n.ost.  They  divided  into  two 
paities,  lo  ascend  both  flights  of  steps  lo  the  desk. 
The  officers  resisted  them,  and  were  aided  by  per- 
haps a dozen  men,  cn  whom  they  called,  next  to 
them.  Three  or  four  of  the  assailants  escaped  past 
the  officers,  entered  the  pulpit,  and  forced  the 
preacher  out,  and  then  held  him.  The  scuffle  w as 
warm  for  two  or  Ihree  minutes.  The  alderman 
then  again  appeared,  1 aving  been  once  more  called 
by  Ihe  accomplices  of  the  rioters;  ai  d he  order- 
ed all  persons  out,  and  w ith  the  aid  of  the  officers 
clean d Ihe  church. 

The  object  of  the  assailants  and  (heir  abettors 
was  to  fake  the  preacher  out  of  the  pulpit,  and 
break  up  the  services,  and  disperse  11  e congrega- 
tion, and  they  affected  it.  Few  if  any  blows  were 
struck;  no  bleed  was  shed,  not  even  from  a nose. 
The  minister  did  not  strike  any  one,  and  he  was  not 
injured.  His  assailants  seized  him  by  his  gar- 
ments, and  as  their  hands  slipped  imr.oving  him 
his  gown  was  tern.  Two  or  three  coats,  which 
were  not  strong  enough  to  overcome  the  weight 
and  muscle  of  the  wearer,  were  rent.  There  was 
no  arrival  from  the  police  office,  except  such  as 
were  there  before  the  disturbers  appeared,  unless 
they’  came  in  their  company,  and  enough  were 
(here,  had  they  all  been  faithful,  to  have  preserved 
the  pi  ace,  and  kept  back  or  put  out  the  assailants. 
No  clergyman  acted  w ith  the  assailants,  or  appear- 
ed in  their  company.  The  sole  apparent  object 
was  to  disturb  the  worship,  and  have  the  house 
cleared  of  both  preacher  arid  hearers.  Most  of  the 
a.ssaihinl  were  under  an  injunction  from  chancery, 
fci bidding  them  to  disturb  or  interfere  with  the 
worship  there. 
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Justice  in  regard  to  the  legal  rights  will  no  doubt 
be  done,  and  in  the  mean  time  it  is  hoped  that  most 
of  the  horror  excited  by  the  statements  in  this  morn- 
ing’s papers  will  be  put  to  rest. 

One  who  was  present  all  the  time,  &c. 

American  silk  worm.  Mr.  C . F.  Durant , 
of  Jersey  City,  has  discovered  that  this  country  has 
its  native  silk  worm  as  well  as  the  old  world,  that 
spins  as  fine  and  soft  a material  as  the  imported. — 
The  cocoon  is  much  larger,  yielding  about  41)  per 
cent,  more  than  the  European  worm.  They  are 
covered  with  a kind  of  shell  of  compact  and  harden- 
ed silk,  which  seems  to  require  moisture  and  warmth 
to  etFect  the  process  of  hitching.  Mr.  D.  is  en- 
deavoring to  remedy  this  difficulty.  The  hatching 
being  much  later  than  the  foreign  worm,  it  is  sup- 
posed that  a second  crop  may  be  obtained  in  the 
same  cocoonery.  Another  advantage  in  favor  of 
the  native  worm  is,  it  will  feed  on  our  native  trees 
which  put  out  earlier  than  the  mulberry. 

Shipping  in  the  port  of  Baltimore.  The 
editor  of  the  Baltimore  Gazette  has  been  furnished 
with  the  following  statement  of  the  shipping  lying 
in  the  port  of  Baltimore. 

There  was  in  port  (this  July  17),  92  vessels  of  all 
descriptions  that  go  to  sea,  viz:  11  ships,  8 Ameri- 
can and  3 foreign,  6 of  which  belong  to  Baltimore 
8 barques,  6 American  and  2 foreign,  S of  which 
belong  to  Baltimore , 39  brigs,  31  Americans  and  S 
foreign,  2 of  which  belong  to  Baltimore,  6 galliots, 
all  foreign,  2S  schooners,  26  American  2 foreign, 
13  of  which  belong  to  Baltimore. 

They  belong  to  or  comprise  11  different  nations 
viz:  American,  British,  Bremen,  Holland,  Russian, 
Prussian,  Hamburg,  Norwegian,  Mecklenberg,  Ha- 
noverian and  Portuguese. 

Most  of  the  large  American  vessels  are  doing 
nothing,  the  smaller  vessels  employed  in  the  coast- 
ing trade  are  uncommonly  busy.  As  several  ves- 
sels heretofore  employed  in  the  bay  trade  are  em- 
ployed in  cariying  corn,  flour,  &c.  to  the  southern 
ports. 

At  the  various  ship  yards  there  are  building,  1 
ship,  3 brigs,  1 schooner  and  2 steam  dredging  ma  - 
chines; the  last  for  the  government.  Keels  for  two 
or  three  other  vessels  have  been  laid,  but  further 
operations  have  been  suspended  for  the  present. 

An  Indian  princess.  Honorable  Levi  Gilman- 
ton,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  has 
lately  married  an  Indian  princess  who  was  brought 
up  in  the  family  of  Theodore  Davis,  esq.  of  Gibson’s 
creek,  Missouri.  The  lady  is  the  daughter  of  a late 
Fox  chief,  named  Ke-ok-her-sha,  the  Black  Bear. 
Mr.  Davis  received  her  into  his  family  in  1823, 
when  she  was  but  seven  years  of  age — the  old  chief 
requesting  that  he  would  take  her  to  the  white  set- 
ments  and  learn  her  the  art  of  talking  on  paper. 
Her  father  soon  after  died,  and  she  became  such  a 
favorite  in  Mr.  Davis’  family  that  they  could  not 
consent  to  have  her  return  among  the  savages.  Mr. 
Davis  was  at  the  time  a rich  Indian  trader, "and  hav- 
ing no  daughter  of  his  own,  he  sent  Nydia,  (as  she 
was  called,)  to  New  Jersey,  among  his -friends, 
where  she  received  a superior  education.  She  is 
said  to  be  a witty,  agreeable  and  accomplished 
lady,  and  very  beautiful.  She  speaks  the  French 
fluently,  has  a good  musical  voice,  and  is  withal,  as 
unlike  an  Indian  girl  as  though  she  had  been  im- 
ported from  the  far  famed  Andalusian  beauties. 

[Sf.  Louis  Observer. 

French  corn  averages.  The  following  are 
average  prices  of  wheat  in  France  at  the  end  of 
May  in  each  year  during  the  undermentioned  IS 
years,  from  1820  to  1337,  the  whole  reduced  into 
English  measures  and  money: 

Per  hectolitre.  Per  quarter, 
f.  c.  s.  d. 


1820 

18 

81  equal  to 

43 

1 

1321 

16 

73 

33 

5 

1822 

13 

92 

31 

11 

1823 

18 

61 

42 

8 

132-1 

15 

65 

35 

10 

1325 

14 

39 

33 

0 

1826 

15 

4 

34 

5 

1327 

16 

19 

37 

1 

1823 

20 

50 

47 

0 

1829 

24 

60 

56 

3 

1830 

21 

89 

50 

1 

1831 

21 

57 

49 

5 

1832 

25 

46 

53 

4 

1333 

16 

19 

37 

1 

1834 

14 

78 

33 

10 

1335 

15 

20 

34 

9 

1336 

16 

75 

38 

5 

1837 

17 

36 

39 

9 

The  average  of  the  whole  period  is  17/.  99c.  per 
hectolitre,  which  is  equal  to  41s.  2d.  per  quarter. 


To  compare  the  average  prices  of  wheat  in  Fiance 
with  those  of  England  and  Wales,  it  is  necessary  to 
add  20  per  cent,  to  the  latter,  for  difference  in  the 
quality  of  the  wheat  and  the  difference  in  the  mode 
of  taking  the  averages,  and  it  then  appearing  that 
the  average  price  of  wheat  in  England  and  Wales 
for  the  six  weeks  ending  the  26th  ult.  is  64s.  lid. 
per  quarter,  this  with  the  addition  of  20  per  cent, 
makes  65s.  lid.  and  the  average  price  of  wheat  in 
France  at  the  same  period  being  39s.  9d.  per  quar- 
ter, it  follows  that  wheat  is  65,  83  per  cent,  dearer 
in  England  than  in  France. 

Germans  in  the  United  States.  In  the  late 
second  annual  report  of  the  Immigrant’s  Friend  so- 
ciety, at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  it  is  stated  by  their  tra- 
velling agent,  the  rev.  Mr.  Lemannwsky,  that 
there  are  “in  that  part  of  Pennsylvania  belonging  to 
the  valley  15,000  of  which  number  the  majority  are 
in  and  about  Pittsburgh.  In  Virginia,  the  majority 

in  and  ahoilt  Wliooling-,  10,000.  In  the  otato  of 

Ohio,  40,000,  of  which  10,000  are  in  Cincinnati. 
In  Indiana,  20,000.  Kentucky  15,000,  of  which 
5,000  to  6,000  are  in  Louisville;  Missouri  30,000,  of 
which  6 to  7,000  are  in  St.  Louis;  Tennessee  5,000; 
Louisiana,  15,000:  Alabama,  2,000;  Mississippi, 
5,000;  making  in  all  an  aggregate  of  117,000  Ger- 
man immigrants,  who  are  not  citizens  of  our  coun- 
try. Besides  these  about  450,000  are.  preparing  in 
various  parts  of  Germany  to  immigrate  to  this  coun- 
try. Out  of  the  117,000  who  are  already  here,  take 
every  fifth  soul  to  be  an  uneducated  child,  and  it  ap- 
pears that  inor^than  35,000  children  are  without 
schooling.” 


QUEEN  VICTORIA. 

Sundry  correspondents  appear  to  be  puzzled 
about  the  manner  in  which  the  princess.  Victoria 
succeeds  to  the  British  throne, — and  we  frankly 
confess  that  we  participate  partly  in  their  misun- 
derstanding of  the  matter.  The  chief  facts,  how- 
ever, we  believe  to  be  nearly  thus: 

Queen  Victoria  succeeds  in  right  of  her  father, 
the  late  duke  of  Kent,  fourth  son  of  George  111. 
The  duke  of  Cumberland  is  the  fifth  son,  conse- 
quently, by  the  English  law  of  succession,  she  has 
a prior  right  to  her  uncle  the  duke  of  Cumberland. 
He  succeeds  to  Hanover  as  eldest  male,  the  Saiique 
law  prevailing  in  Hanover.  Had  the  duke  of  Kent 
left  a son  instead  of  a daughter,  he  would  have 
succeeded  to  both  England  and  Hanover.  The 
duke  of  Cumberland  is  now  the  next  heir  (o  the 
British  throne,  and  in  the  event  of  Victoria  dying 
without  issue,  the  kingdom  will  be  re-united. 
Many  persons  in  reference  to  such  an  event  are 
desirous  of  a marriage  between  Victoria  and  the 
son  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  but  a separation  is 
perhaps  best  for  England.  The  duke  of  Cum- 
berland is  disliked,  not  so  much  for  his  tory  princi- 
ples, as  for  his  un-English  habits,  if  we  may  use 
the  expression,  and  for  some  peculiar  circumstan- 
ces of  former  years,  which  are  not  forgotten. 

The,  inquiries  that  have  been  made,  and  the 
doubts  that  have  been  expressed  on  this  subject, 
appear  to  have  arisen  chiefly  from  a misapprehen- 
sion of  the  rules  which  govern  the  descent  of  the 
crown.  The  inheritance  follows  the  fuedal  path  of 
descents,  with  two  exceptions — neither  of  which 
effects  the  present  case.  The  preference  of  the 
males  to  the  females;  the  rights  of  primogeniture; 
and  the  representation  of  an  ancestor  by  his  issue, 
are,  in  all  cases,  strictly  adhered  to.  How  these 
rules  cast  the  inheritance  on  the  present  queen,  the 
following  account  of  the  family  of  George  111,  will 
show.  The  four  eldest  male  children  of  George  III 
were  George  IV  the  duke  of  York,  William  IV 
and  the  duke  of  Kent.  George  IV  took  the  throne 
as  the  eldest  son,  and  died  without  issue,  the  duke 
of  York,  who  was  heir  presumptive  died  during  the 
life-time  of  George  IV,  also  without  issue, — the 
crown  then  fell  to  William  IV,  at  that  time  duke  of 
Clarence,  and  on  his  disease,  without  issue,  it  de- 
scended to  the  princess  Victoria,  as  the  represen- 
tative of  her  father  the  duke  of  Kent,  to  whom  it 
would  have  fallen  had  he  survived  the  late  king. 
The  dukes  of  Cumberland,  Cambridge  and  Glouces- 
ter, as  youngest  brothers  of  the  duke  of  Kent,  can- 
not inherit  until  the  failure  of  his  issue  shall  take 
place.  Thus  then  we  have  the  rules  mentioned 
above,  illustrated — the  elder  son  is  preferred  to  the 
younger;  the  male  stock  to  the  female,  though 
elder;  and  the  female  of  an  elder  branch  is  preferred 
to  the  male  of  a younger. 

Were  the  crown  limited  to  the  king  and  the  heirs 
male  of  his  body,  as  is  the  case  in  many  kingdoms 
of  Europe,  the  duke  of  Cumberland  would  ascend 
the  throne.  That  is  the  course  of  the  descent  of 
the  crown  of  Hanover,  and  by  reason  of  it  the  duke 
of  Cumberland  becomes  monarch  of  that  territory, 
thus  severing  it  from  the  crown  of  England,  to 


which  it  has  been  attached  since  the  year  1715. 
Most  of  the  modern  creations  of  nobility  are  by 
patent,  and  are  limited  in  this  way,  and  consequent- 
ly are  not  descendible  to  the  female  issue  in  any 
case.  The  old  creations,  generally,  are  by  a writ 
directed  to  a man  and  his  heirs,  and  descended 
both  to  the  male  and  female  issue,  subject  to  the 
rules  above  mentioned.  The  exceptions  first  allud- 
ed to  above  are  these: — If  a man  die  leaving  more 
than  one  daughter,  and  no  son,  by  the  fuedal  law, 
they  shall  take  together  in  equal  shares,  and  if  the 
inheritance  be  a dignity,  as  an  earldom,  it  shall  re- 
main in  abeyance  until  the  king  shall  determine 
the  abeyance  by  appointing  one  of  them  to  have  it. 
But  when  the  king  dies,  leaving  daughters  or  fe- 
male representatives  in  equal  degree,  the  eldest 
daughter  shall  inherit  the  crown  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  rest.  Again,  it  is  the  rule  of  the  fuedal  law 
that  brethren  of  the  half-blood  shall  not  inherit 
from  each  other.  This  rule  is  dispensed  with  in 
the  succession  of  the  crown,  when  the  biullier  of 
the  half-blood  Is  or  tne  blood  of  him  or  her  from 
whom  the  crown  descended  to  the  last  taker.  By 
the  first  of  these  rules  queen  Mary  was  queen  to 
the  exclusion  of  Elizabeth,  and  by  the  second, 
Mary  succeeded  to  the  throne  at  her  demise. 

[Philadelphia  Gazette. 


ARMY  NEWS. 

From  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  for  July. 

Movements  of  troops.  Brevet  major  W.  Hoffman, 
of  the  2d  infantry,  arrived  at  Fort  Howard,  Green 
Bay,  on  the  12th  ult.  with  companies  D and  H, 
from  Fort  Gratiot,  and  A and  G from  Fort  Macki- 
nac, and  assumed  command  of  the  first  named  post. 

Companies  A,  B,  G,  H,  J and  K,  of  the  5th  in- 
fantry left  Fort  Howard  on  the  15th  ultimo.  The 
head  quarters  of  the  5th  are  now  at  Fort  Craw- 
ford.  Prairie  du  Chien,  where  two  companies  will 
be  stationed.  Companies  D,  G,  H and  K,  will  gar- 
rison Fort  Winnebago,  under  command  of  major  J. 
Green;  and  the  remaining  four  companies  will  pro- 
ceed to  Fort  Snelling,  at  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony, 
under  the  command  of  brevet  major  J.  Plympton. 

Company  E,  2d  artillery,  arrived  at  Picolata  on 
the  21st  ult.  from  Fort  Mellon,  and  company  F,  2d 
dragoons  on  the  24th  from  St.  Augustine. 

Companies  E,  2d  dragoons,  and  C,  3d  artillery, 
left  Picolata  on  the  22d  ult.  for  St.  Augustine. 

We  have  received  a register  of  the  officers  and 
cadets  of  the  United  States  military  academy  at 
West  Point,  published  since  the  last  examination. 
The  following  are  the  names  of  the  five  most  distin- 
guished cadets  of  each  class,  who  are  by  regulation 
to  be  attached  to  the  next  army  register. 


Isaac  J.  Stevens,  Mass. 

Henry  J.  Biddle, . 

Robert  Q.  Butler,  Va. 
Jer.  F.  Gilmer,  N.  C. 

H.  W.  Halleek, . 

Fourth  class. 

Paul  O.  Herbert, . 

W.  Page  Jones,  D.  C. 
B.  P.  Tilden,  jr.  Mass. 

W.  H.  Churchill, . 

Stewart  Van  Vliet,N.Y. 


Henry  W.  Benham,. Conn. 

John  W.  Gunnison,  N.  K. 

Edwin  W.  Morgan,  Pa. 

John-  Bratt,  N.  Y. 

Braxton  Bragg,  N.  C. 

Second  class. 

Wm.  H.  Wright,  N.  C. 

P.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  La. 

A.  H.  Dearborn,  N.  Y. 

James  H.  Trapier,  S.  C. 

John  T.  Metcalf,  Miss.  „ . . j. . 

The  first  class  just  graduated,  consisted  of  5,'); 
the  second  class  numbers  46;  the  third  39;  and  the 
fourth  76.  By  the  conduct  roll  we  perceive  that  7 
cadets  passed  the  academic  year  without  a single 
mark  of  demerit;  and  8 with  less  than  ten. 

The  trial  of  major  Gates  has  been  published  ir 
pamphlet  form  in  New  York.  From  an  examina- 
tion of  the  testimony  offered  before  the  court  t|,‘ ‘ " 
does  not  appear  to  be  the  slightest  cause  to  "rim! 
nate  the  major,  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  „ 

great  credit  for  the  prudAice  in  V'.t  • ~ , ■ 
self  ,o  b.  drawn  out, fro,,  hi,  d ,,4^ ™f,  ,‘ehi 
in  an  ambuscade,  as  was  tb',  evmpnt 

Ind,hans-  Major  Gates  Vas  Left'  (contrary  (o  his 
washes  for  active  emplr,ymenr)n  the  fieJd)  charir® 

of  an  important  d^pot  of  stores,  at  ^olusiai 
which  the  leit  wing  of  the  army  solely  relied  for 
supplies,  and  a number  of  invalids,  with  mstruc- 

za°rds  0 Tf8h?d  ‘d,nd  PfServe  the  dePot  at  all  ha- 
zards. it  lie  pad  made  a sortie  with  his  available 

force,  (var'.ous]y  estimated  at  from  80  to  130  men 
only  tli-ee  of  whom  were  regular  soldiers),  the 
cnan.ees  are  that  the  Indians  would  have  rushed 
‘Vito  his  blockade  from  an  opposite  direction  mur- 
dered and  scalped  the  invalids,  and  destroyed  the 
stores,  J 


What,  in  such  a contingency,  would  have  been 
the  major’s  feelings,  and  what  the  sufferinn-s  of  the 
left  wing,  on  its  return,  to  find  its  supplies  cut  olf 
and  no  succor  within  one  hundred  miles’  It  was’ 
f>  roved  by  the  testimony,  that  Picolata  and  Tampa 
Bay  were  the  nearest  points  at  which  provisions 
couJc^  ha\e  been  procured;  tbat  the  former  was  one 
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hundred  miles,  and  the  latter  six  days’  march,  from 
Volusia. 

After  enduring  more  than  a year  of  anxious  sus- 
pense, the  friends  of  this  worthy  and  accomplished 
officer  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  justice  has,  at  last, 
been  meted  to  him;  and  they  will  be  moreover  re- 
joiced to  perceive,  that  he  has  been  promoted  to  the 
lieutenant  colonelcy  of  the  4th  regiment  of  artillery. 

LETTER  FROM  MR.  ADAMS. 

From  the  Boston  Courier  of  July  30. 

The  Daily  Advocate  of  yesterday  contained  a 
correspondence  between  Messrs.  William  Foster 
and  John  Q.  Adams.  Mr.  Foster  requested  Mr. 
Adams  to  favor  the  public  with  his  views  on  the 
appropriate  policy  of  the  government  in  relation  to 
the  revenue.  Mr.  Adams’  reply  is  as  follows: 

Quincy,  1st  July,  1837. 
William  Foster,  esq. Boston-. 

Dear  sir:  Your  friendly  letter  of  the  21st  ulf. 
has  perhaps  remained  too  long  already  unanswered; 
but  when  I recoiv©d  it,  T had  expressed  opinions 
respecting  the  present  condition  of  our  public  affairs, 
in  answer  to  inquiries  from  some  of  my  constitu- 
ents of  the  12th  congressional  district,  which  have 
since  been  published,  and  which  I presume  are 
as  explicit  as  you  may  think  they  ought  to  be  at 
this  time,  and  which  will  pass  for  what  they  are 
worth  in  the  community. 

I still  believe  it  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen  to 
contribute,  accordingto  his  ability,  toward  the  form- 
ing and  modifying  of  public  opinion,  because  she  is 
more  than  ever  the  queen  of  the  world;  but  for  the 
regulating  of  my  own  conduct,  a long  and  trying 
experience  has  taught  me  two  lessons,  though  not 
always  to  square  my  conduct  by  them.  The  first 
is  to  distrust  the  correctness  of  my  own  opinions 
upon  every  thing  prospective  and  conjectural.  The 
second,  never  to  flatter  myself  that  my  opinions 
will  have  any  influence  upon  the  action  of  any  other 
human  being. 

Thus  in  the  present  condition  of  our  country,  I 
have  very  decided  opinions  upon  the  past;  differing, 
perhaps,  considerably  from  yours;  certainly  differ- 
ing from  those  of  a large  majority  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  And  as  our  views  of  ex- 
pedient action  for  the  future,  might,  in  a great 
degree,  depend  upon  the  conclusions  to  which 
we  have  come  upon  the  past,  it  is  impossible  that 
the  measures  which  I should  deem  the  only  ef- 
fective remedies  for  our  complaints  should  be  ac- 
ceptable to  the  ruling  power  of  the  country  I am, 
and  during  a great  part  of  my  life  have  been,  in  a 
minority.  It  is  the  business  of  the  majority  to  pro- 
pose and  accomplish  measures.  It  is  too  much  the 
practice  of  minorities  to  expand  all  their  energies 
upon  devices  to  defeat  the  measures  of  the  majority. 
The  question  of  right  and  wrong  so  far  as  my  expe- 
rience goes,  is  of  use  to  either  parly  only  for  the 
purpose  of  making  professions. 

We  are  now  in  the  midst  of  a national  bankrupt- 
cy— occasioned  by  the  insolvency  of  multitudes  of 
individuals.  We  are  now'  told  that  all  the  banks  in 
the  United  States  have  suspended  specie  payments — 
and  what  is  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  but 
setting  the  laws  of  property  at  defiance? — If  the 
president  and  directors  of  a bank  have  issued  a 
million  of  bills  promising  to  pay  five  dollars  to  the 
holder  of  each  and  every  one  of  them,  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  is,  by  one  act,  the  breach 
of  one  million  of  promises.  What  is  this  but  fraud 
upon  every  holder  of  their  bill?  And  what  differ- 
ence is  there  between  the  president  and  directors  of 
such  a bank,  and  the  skilful  artist,  who  engraves 
a bank  bill,  a fac  similie  of  the  bill  signed  by  the 
president  and  directors,  and  saves  them  the  trouble 
of  signing  it,  by  doing  it  for  them?— the  only  dif- 
ference that  I can  see  in  the  two  operations  is,  that 
the  artist  gives  evidence  of  superior  skill  and  supe- 
rior modesty.  ItrequfPes  more  talent  to  sign  another 
man’s  name  than  one’s  own;  and  the  counterfeiter 
does  at  least  his  work  in  the  dark,  while  the  sus- 
penders of  specie  payments  brazen  it  in  the  face  of 
day.  and  laugh  at  the  victims  and  dupes,  who  have 
put  faith  in  their  promises. 

You  ask  what  is  to  be  the  remedy  for  this  state  of 
things?  There  are  two  remetls»s,  both  of  which 
may  be  practicable.  One  is,  th\t  the  congress  of 
the  United  States  should  exercise  its  powers  to 
regulate  the  currency;  but  they  must  do  this  (which 
they  will  not)  without  consulting  banks,  their  pre- 
sidents and  directors.  The  legislatures  of  New 
York  and  Virginia  have  already  shown  what  the 
presidents  and  directors  of  banks  will  advise.  And 
the  proposal  of  the  president  of  a broken  bank  in 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to  begin  with  an 
amendment  to  the-  constitution  granting  powers  to 
congress,  which  have  already  been  granted  to  them, 
and  which  they  have  twice  exercised  to  the  benefit 
of  the  nation,  is  an  insult  at  once  to  our  understan- 
ding and  upon  our  misfortunes. 


As  little  do  I relish  his  other  proposal  of  a gene- 
ral convention  of  broken  bank  presidents  and  direc- 
tors, to  enlighten  congress  with  their  advice; — a 
convention  of  bankrupts  to  teach  congress  rever- 
ence for  the  obligation  of  contracts,  and  how  to 
make  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  a tender  for  the 
paym'ents  of  debts! — of  all  the  remedies  for  existing 
evils  the  last  I would  resort  to  would  be  a spurious 
coin  from  the  mint  of  nullification. 

The  other  remedy  which  I believe  practicable  is 
that  of  Solon — a spunge  upon  the  account  of  debtor 
and  creditor — wipe  out  all  old  scores  and  begin 
again.  This  is  the  hard  money  system,  and  so  far 
as  I can  judge,  it  is  the  essential  system  of  the  pre- 
sent administration— is  to  detach  the  government 
from  all  banking,  and  deal  in  nothing  but  the  preci- 
ous metals.  If  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  made  of  stuff  to  go 
through  with  this  operation,  I wish  him  well  out  of 
it;  but  he  will  want  other  co-operators  than  the 
legislatures  of  New  York  and  Virginia;  and  other 
advisers  than  presidents  or  directors  of  broken 
banks  or  land  jobbers  upon  loans  from  deposite 
banks. 

I think  of  this  as  I thought  of  the  dry  dock  gun- 
boat restrictive  anti-navy  system  of  Mr.  Jefferson. 
It  cost  the  nation  a terrible  wrar  to  be  delivered  of 
that,  but  the  nation  was  effectually  cured  of  its 
hydrophobia.  The  war  was  a drastic  purge,  but  it 
effectually  worked  its  cure.  I fear  that  our  present 
bankruptcy  will  need  a still  more  violent  course  of 
alternatives,  but  the  cure  will  come  when  the  peo- 
ple are  prepared  to  receive  it.  They  are  certainly 
not  so  now — they  will  most  probably  not  be  so  dur- 
ing the  remnant  of  my  term  of'life — I hope  you 
will  live  to  witness  and  enjoy  the  convalescence. 

Forgive  the  freedom  with  which  I have  answered 
your  letter,  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  great  re- 
spect, your  friend  and  servant, 

J.  Q.  ADAMS. 


MR.  BIDDLE’S  SPEECH. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Biddle  was  one  of  the  company  in- 
vited to  attend  the  celebration  of  the  opening  of  the 
Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore,  rail  road, 
and  at  the  entertainment  on  board  of  the  steam-ferry 
boat,  constructed  for  carrying  passengers  across  the 
Susquehannah,  delivered  the  following  speech  in  re- 
ply to  a toast  connecting  his  name  with  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  United  States  bank. 

I am  very  reluctant,  Mr.  President,  to  intrude  any 
poor  thoughts  of  mine  upon  this  highly  respectable 
company,  but  I should  seem  wanting  in  a.  proper 
sensibility  to  your  courtesy  if  I did  not  make  some 
acknowledgment  for  the  manner  in  which  you  have 
alluded  to  the  institution  with  which  I am  connect- 
ed. On  behalf  of  my  colleagues  in  that  institution, 
and  for  myself  personally,  I thank  you  very  sincere- 
ly and  very  cordially.  I thank  you  with  the  more 
pleasure,  because  I know  that  your  approbation  is 
not  unmerited  by  them.  In  the  administration  of 
the  resources  confided  to  them,  they  have  uniformly 
striven  to  consult  and  to  promote  all  the  great  inter- 
ests of  the  country.  They  endeavored  to  establish 
a sound  and  uniform  currency,  the  reward  of  every 
man’s  labor,  the  measure  of  every  man’s  property — 
without  which  all  labor  is  precarious  and  all  pro- 
perty fluctuating.  They  endeavored  to  regulate  the 
domestic  exchanges,  so  as  to  give  uniformity  and 
economy  to  the  commercial  intercourse  between  all 
the  states  of  the  union.  We  endeavored  so  to  in- 
fluence the  foreign  exchanges  as  to  avoid  those  con- 
vulsive movements  which  shake  Ihe  whole  frame  of 
society  toitsfoundation— thussustainingat  all  times 
and  at  all  hazards,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  the 
high  commercial  character  and  credit  of  the  coun- 
try. How  far  their  efforts  have  succeeded  it  be- 
comes not  me  to  say — but  since  the  subject  has  been 
introduced  at  this  meeting,  I may  be  allowed  to 
state  that  these  internal  improvements,  the  chan- 
nels of  those  commercial  connections  which  form 
the  strength  and  the  wealth  of  the  union,  have  re- 
ceived a most  especial  attention,  and  that  they  have 
always  given  cheerfully  and  largely  to  those  under- 
takings which,  like  your  own,  sir,  were  wisely 
planned  and  judiciously  executed.  It  is  a source 
of  great  gratification  to  them,  and  I mention  it  as  a 
fact  which  may  not  be  without  interest  here,  that  in 
direct  and  indirect  aid,  in  subscriptions,  in  pur- 
chases, in  loans  to  companies  and  to  individuals,  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  has  contributed  to  the  in- 
ternal improvements  of  the  United  States  at  least 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  If,  therefore,  we  have 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  aid  you  in  this  enterprize, 
we  rejoice  the  more  heartily  at  its  success. 

And  now,  sir,  let  me  congratulate  you,  not  be- 
cause it  is  your  success,  but  because  it  is  our  suc- 
cess— because  it  is  the  success  of  every  man  in  this 
country.  This  is,  indeed,  a great  achievement 
w'hich  you  have  summoned  us  here  to  witness.  I 
remember  when,  twenty  years  ago,  a fellow  citizen 
so  much  before  his  age  as  to  be  deemed  a wild  en- 


thusiast— and  yet  a man  whose  name  it  would  be 
unjust  to  omit  on  all  occasions  like  this — I remem- 
ber when  he  had  the  boldness  to  predict  that  the 
day  would  come  when  we  should  leave  Washington 
in  the  morning,  breakfast  in  Baltimore,  dine  in 
Philadelphia  and  sleep  in  New  York.  Yon  are  on 
the  eve  of  realizing  that  dream,  and  in  the  next  step 
of  improvement,  which  cannot  be  long  delayed, 
when  we  shall  eat  in  cars  as  we  now  do  in  steamboats, 
you  will  soon  outstrip  the  imagination  of  that  far 
seeing  man,  Oliver  Evans. 

But  no  imagination  can  yet  foresee  all  the  ad- 
vantages, commercial,  social  and  political,  which 
these  improvements  are  destined  to  produce.  I say 
emphatically  political,  for  it  should  never  be  for- 
gotten, and  cannot  be  too  often  repeated,  that  the 
greatest  benefits  they  confer,  is,  that  they  render 
the  union  of  these  States  not  only  more  easily  pre- 
served, but  more  worthy  of  preservation.  The  com- 
pletion of  this  very  work  will  bring  into  immediate 
contact  in  a few  hours,  no  less  than  five  states  of  the 
union.  Already  arc  the  three  commonwealths  of 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland,  more  close- 
ly linked  by  it.  We  of  Pennsylvania- — if  one  of  the 
humblest  of  her  sons  may  presume  to  speak  for  her, 
in  the  regretted  absence  of  her  honest,  manly,  true 
hearted  chief  magistrate,  whom  we  hoped  to  see  at 
our  head  this  day — we  of  Pennsylvania  have  come 
to  welcome  your  approach  and  to  witness  the  ties 
that  bind  us  more  closely  around.  Why  should 
they  not  be? — Why  should  they  not  be,  gentlemen 
ofDelaware? — Why  should  they  not  be,  gentlemen 
of  Maryland? — Our  arms  were  mingled  in  the  best 
battle  fields  of  the  war  of  the  revolution,  and  in  the 
last  war  our  common  blood  dyed  the  waves  of  our 
proudest  triumphs  on  the  ocean.  Let  us  then  che- 
rish and  reverence  this  old  and  honorable  connec- 
tion, and  as  we  become  nearer  neighbors,  be,  if  pos- 
sible, better  friends.  These  political  blessings  do 
not  end  here,  they  extend  over  the  union. 

The  irrepressible  energy,  the  restless  activity  of 
our  citizens,  carry  them  to  the  utmost  limits  of  our 
country.  There  they  might  become  insulated. — - 
Education  could  not  penetrate  their  retreats.  The 
law  might  not  be  able  to  reach  them.  They  would 
gradually  be  alienated  from  their  homes,  and  might 
regard  with  indifference,  perhaps  with  hostility, 
their  distant  brethren  with  whom  all  communion 
had  ceased.  Not  so  now.  These  marvellous  in- 
ventions have  levelled  the  Alleghanies.  They  have 
taught  us  to  measure  distances  not  by  space  but  by 
time.  They  pursue  the  pioneer  to  the  frontier — 
carrying  to  him  alike  the  means  of  instruction  and 
of  useful  intercourse.  They  make  him  feel  that  if 
he  has  left  his  home,  he  has  not  abandoned  his  coun- 
try, while  her  laws  protect  him,  while  herarms  de- 
fend him,  even  in  his  remote  solitude;  and  this  ena- 
bles the  most  distant  settler  to  revisit  his  native 
fireside  and  renew'  his  old  attachments.  These 
seem  small  things,  sir,  but  they  are  the  minute 
fibres  which  make  up  the  living  mass  of  the  best 
domestic  sympathies  and  the  purest  patriotism. 
These  improvements  thus  counteract  the  hazards  of 
our  expanding  population.  They  solve  the  great 
problem  of  free  institutions— how  to  create  a cen- 
tral power  at  once  not  too  strong  for  freedom,  yet 
strong  enough  to  radiate  vigorously  to  the  extremi 
ties.  They  have  in  fact  revealed  at  least  that  deep 
political  secret — that  we  may  widen  without  weak- 
ening our  empire.  This  meeting  recalls  a singular 
illustration  of  that  truth.  When  the  present  union 
of  the  states  was  adopted,  its  dissolution  was  con- 
fidently predicted  from  the  want  ol  cohesion  in  its 
extended  parts,  which  would  render  the  habitual 
assemblage  of  congress  utterly  impracticable — 
“What,”  said  one  of  the  most  distinguished  writers 
of  England  in  1788.  “What  but  some  extraordinary 
emergency  like  the  invasion  ol  Xerxes  or  of  Louis 
the  14th,  could  make  American  deputies  cross  a 
great  ogean  or  a great  continent,”  and  why  “should 
deputies  from  Georgia  leave  their  families  and  sail 
through  a great  ocean  to  New  York,  in  order  to 
lay  taxes  ori  their  own  state,  and  carry  on  the  af- 
fairs of  tw'elve  other  states  in  which  they  have  no 
immediate  interest.”  At  the  expiration  of  fifty 
years  these  deputies  from  Georgia  and  N.  York 
take  their  families  to  Washington  in  less  time  than 
the  members  of  the  British  parliament  of  that  day 
spent  in  assembling  in  London,  and  these  apparent- 
ly hostile  interests  have  undergone  a fusion  which 
makes  them  identical  and  inseparable. 

Let  us  remember,  then,  that  it  is  not  merely  the 
exchanges  of  commerce  which  these  improvements 
facilitate,  but  the  far  better  interchange  of  know- 
ledge and  kindly  offices  between  dislant  sections  of 
our  country — that  men  thus  meet,  who  by  no  pos- 
sibility could  otherwise  be  brought  together,  over- 
coming all  the  pretence  of  personal  prejudice,  of 
imaginary  local  rivalries,  and  insane  party  passions; 
thus  harmoniously  blending  their  various  and  pecu- 
liar interests  into’ that  one  common  inl&restof  us  all 
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— the  spirit  of  political  union  and  personal  kind- 
ness. It  is  in  such  a spirit  that  T venture  to  pro- 
pose a toast.  It  is  this: 

The  rail  roads  of  the  United  States. — A firm  me- 
tallic basis  of  circulation — the  best  metallic  con- 
ductors in  political  storms.  Way  they  continue  to 
make  our  people  nearer  and  dearer,  till  their  whole 
hearts,  like  their  whole  soil,  shall  be  iron  bound  to 
each  other. 


DINNER  TO  GOY.  CAMPBELL,  OF  VA. 

A dinner  was  recently  given  to  this  gentleman 
by  his  friends  and  neighbors  without  reference  to 
party.  The  seventh  toast  drunk  was — 

General  David  Campbell — As  a neighbor  and  fel- 
low citizen  we  appreciate  his  worth.  As  the  chief 
magistrate  of  the  state,  we  have  in  the  past  an 
earnest  that  he  will  only  consult  her  true  interests. 

To  which  gov.  Campbell  responded  as  follows: 

“ Mr . President:  The  honor  done  me,  and  the 
confidence  expressed  in  the  toast  which  has  just  been 
drank,  require  that  I should,  however  poorly  it  may 
be  done,  make  my  acknowledgments  to  ray  friends 
around  this  table;  and  this  I do  with  feelings  which 
I cannot  express — the  compliment  coming,  as  it 
does,  from  those  who  have  long  known  me — some 
of  you  from  early  life. 

“You  know,  Mr.  President,  that  I am  entirely 
unaccustomed  to  public  speaking;  and,  were  I even 
accustomed  to  it,  I should,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, be  so  overwhelmed  with  my  feelings,  that  I 
could. not  attempt  an  address  to  you.  In  place, 
therefore,  of  making  such  an  attempt,  which  must 
result  in  a failure,  i beg  only  to  say  that,  in  ma- 
naging the  affairs  of  a nation,  as  of  individuals,  I 
am  opposed  to  extremities;  and  that  I consider  it 
the  part  of  wisdom  in  a statesman,  generally,  to 
steer  a middle  course;  and  where  change  is  neces- 
sary in  the  institutions  of  his  country,  to  make  them 
as  gradual  as  possible. 

“The  great  question  now  before  the  American 
people,  is  the  arrangement  of  the  currency.  As 
might  be  expected  on  so  important  a subject,  there 
are  many  plans,  and  some  wild  enough.  It  is  a 
time  of  danger,  when  the  most  prudent  and  best 
informed  may  be  disposed  to  adopt  untried  pro- 
jects. To  all  such  I am  opposed.  And,  as  an  il- 
lustration of  tny  present  view’s,  I will  give  you  the 
following  sentiment: 

“Hard  money  for  our  common  transactions;  bank 
notes  equivalent  to  specie  for  the  commerce  of  the 
country.” 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  POINSETT. 

The  ooeretary  of  war  was  on  a visit  to  Charles- 
ton on  the  4tn  of  J uly,  and  attended  the  celebration 
of  the  Washington  soeieiico,  or  ii„ 

toasted  by  the  vice  president  in  the  following  terms: 

The  hon.  Joel  R.  Poinsett — Born  and  bred  a south- 
ern man — the  rights  and  interests  of  the  south  he 
ever  will  maintain.  The  confidential  friend  of  Mr. 
Monroe  will  not  give  to  party  the  services  which 
belong  to  the  whole  country. 

The  Courier  report  says: 

“When  the  applause,  with  which  this  toast  was 
received  had  subsided,  Mr.  Poinsett  responded,  in 
substance,  as  follows: 

He  said  that  he  was  deeply  sensible  of  this  mark 
of  the  continued  kindness  and  good  will  of  his  fel- 
low citizens,  that  it  was  particularly  gratifying  to 
him  at  this  time,  when  it  might  be  regarded  as  an 
indication  of  their  approval  of  his  course.  Had  cir- 
cumstances permitted,  he  would  have  consulted 
them  before  he  accepted  the  appointment  he  now 
holds,  for  to  their  favor  and  partiality  he  was  in- 
debted for  whatever  of  distinction  he  had  been  ho- 
nored with  through  past  life,  and  for  every  opportu- 
nity he  had  hitherto  enjoyed  of  being  useful  to  his 
country.  Owing  all  to  their  generous  support,  it 
would  have  been  pleasing  to  him  to  have  said,  on 
resigning  into  their  hands  the  last  high  and  respon- 
sibleoffice  which  they  had  conferred  upon  him,  that 
in  the  step  he  was  about  to  take  he  did  not  abandon 
the  principles  which  had  ever  governed  him,  nor 
wander  one  step  from  the  path  they  had  hitherto 
trodden  together.  They  had  stood  shoulder  to 
shoulder,  in  the  struggle  to  maintain  the  union  and 
the  constitution;  and  he  wa3  firmly  persuaded,  that 
the  administration  in  which  he  had  been  called  to 
take  a part  would  never  itself  violate  them,  nor 
permit  them  to  be  violated  by  others:  he  had 
felt  too  an  intimate  conviction  that  the  peculiar 
rights  and  interests  of  the  south  would  be  sus- 
tained by  this  administration;  and  was  happy  to  add, 
that  those  convictions  of  his  mind  were  fully  borne 
out;  and  his  only  regret  at  the  step  he  had  taken 
was,  that  his  duties  separated  him  from  the  long 
tried  and  valued  friends  that  now  surrounded  him. 

He  would  notask  those  friends  to  unite  with  him 
in  support  of  the  administration;  but  he  would  ex- 
hort them  to  aid  in  vindicating  the  majesty  of  the 


laws,  in  preserving  the  union,  and  in  protecting  the 
constitution.  When  those  great  landmarks  ol  de- 
mocracy shall  be  disregarded,  when  the  laws  shall 
be  trampled  upon,  and  the  constitution  violated, 
they  will  need  no  voice  to  warn  them  to  do  their 
duty  to  their  country;  and  they  know  him  too  well 
not’ to  be  assured  that  he  would  again  be  found  in 
their  ranks.  But  of  this,  there  was  no  danger — and 
unless  South  Carolina  is  to  stand  aloof  solitary,  and 
taking  no  part  where  she  has  so  great  a stake,  there 
never  can  be  a more  favorable  moment  for  her  sons 
to  sacrifice  all  former  feuds  on  the  altar  of  their 
common  country,  and  once  more  to  place  their  be- 
loved state  in  the  foremost  rank,  where  she  former- 
ly stood  proudly  pre-eminent.  Let  them,  said  Mr. 
Poinsett,  separate  the  past  from  the  present,  and 
lend  the  aid  of  their  talents  and  their  influence  in 
support  of  those,  wdio  equally  with  themselves  are 
animated  with  an  earnest  desire  to  promote  the 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  whole  country,  and 
are  firmly  determined  to  maintain  its  honor  abroad, 
and  preserve  its  institutions  and  its  peace  at  home. 

It  may  be  expected,  said  Mr.  P.  that  he  should 
speak  of  the  all  engrossing  topic  of  the  day.  The 
signal  distress  which  has  fallen  upon  the  country, 
which  afflicts  indeed  all  the  world:— on  this  subject 
he  would  say,  that  the  feelings  of  the  government 
had  been  misunderstood,  and  strangely  misrepre- 
sented. The  government  regarded  with  the  deep- 
est concern  the  sudden  blight  which  has  fallen  upon 
the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  have  been  un- 
ceasingly and  anxiously  occupied  in  devising  means 
of  relief — all  such  measures  as  the  law  allowed 
were  promptly  adopted  for  present  relief,  and  they 
are  seeking  with  the  most  earnest  solicitude  to  de- 
vise the  means  of  restoring  the  credit  and  prosperity 
of  the  country.  The  result  of  their  anxious  de- 
liberations w’ill  be  submitted  to  congress,  in  the 
fullest  reliance  on  the  wisdom,  patriotism  and  co- 
operation of  that  branch  of  the  government;  and  in 
the  fullest  assurance  that,  laying  aside  all  party 
views,  they  will  apply  themselves  zealously  to  re- 
lieve the  country  from  the  evils  which  now  affect  it 
in  common  with  the  whole  commercial  world — 
evils,  which  all  must  now  ackowledge,  have  their 
origin  in  causes  far  deeper,  mightier  and  more  ge- 
neral than  those  to  which  they  were  at  first  attri- 
buted. 


MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOV.  OF  ILLINOIS. 

Executive  department,  Vandalia,  July  II,  1837. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives: 
Gentlemen:  In  my  message  at  the  opening  of 
the  last  session,  it  was  my  happiness  to  congratulate 
you  on  the  prosperity  then  so  eminently  enjoyed  by 
every  portion  of  our  Deloved  country;  and  from  my 
At  i.cccic  aid  I rejoice  to  see  the  industrious  citi- 
zen every  where  reap  the  rich  rewards  of  his  labor. 
And  although,  even  then,  I was  not  without  strong 
apprehensions  of  an  early  reverse,  I am  confident 
no  human  forecast  could  have  anticipated  so  sudden 
a calamity  as  has  been  brought  upon  the  country  by 
the  action  of  the  federal  government  upon  its  cur- 
rency. At  the  time  the  president  of  the  United 
States  assumed  the  responsibility  of  ordering  the 
public  money  to  be  removed  from  their  legal  depo- 
site  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose 
as  he  avowed,  of  preventing  the  re-charter  of  that 
institution  by  congress,  there  never  was  a sounder 
currency,  or  a more  healthy  state  of  things  in  any 
government  in  the  world.  To  effect  this  great  ob- 
ject, namely,  that  of  destroying  the  United  States 
bank,  rival  institutions  were  to  be  created:  and  it 
will  be  remembered  that  immediately  after  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  the  government  party  com- 
menced establishing  state  banks,  whilst  state  legis- 
latures deluded  by  the  fallacious  promise  of  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  the  deposites  to  be  made  in 
these  institutions,  which  were  to  be  fiscal  agents  of 
government,  readily  fell  into  the  measure.  As 
might  have  been  expected,  hundreds  of  new  banks 
instantly  sprung  up,  their  enormous  issues  of  irre- 
deemable paper  afforded  the  inducement  of  univer- 
sal extravagant  speculation,  and  gave  us  what  all 
must  now  regard  a depraved  and  worthless  cur- 
rency. 

Before  the  public  were  aware  of  the  ruin  which 
this  wild  scheme  portended,  the  executive  and  a 
portion  of  its  party,  seeing  their  error  it  would  seem, 
endeavored  to  escape  its  consequences  by  amusing 
the  people  with  the  absurd  and  impracticable  pro- 
ject of  an  exclusive  hard  money  currency.  I say 
absurd— for  as  well  might  the  executive  of  the  U. 
States  expect  to  compel  the  citizens  of  the  great 
valley  to  abandon  the  use  of  steamboats  and  resume 
the  flat-bottom  and  barge  in  the  navigation  of  its 
thousand  streams  and  rivers,  as  to  force  them  to  give 
up  a sound  paper  currency,  at  all  times  convertible 
into  specie,  with  all  its  adaptedness  to  the  purposes 
of  the  commerce  and  business  of  the  country.  Be- 
fore such  a scheme  can  be  prosecuted  to  the  results 


they  promised,  the  intelligence,  commerce,  liberties 
and  boundaries  of  all  of  these  United  States  must  be 
obliterated,  and  the  people  yield  to  the  stubborn  will 
and  rule  of  a despot.  These  experiments,  as  they 
have  been  styled  by  their  authors,  may  and  1 believe 
have  had  their  political  effect;  but  they  have  also 
had  their  effect  upon  the  country  acknowledged  to 
be  full  of  resources,  distinguished  for  its  intelligence, 
its  enterprise,  and  wondeiful  prosperity,  in  reducing 
it  to  an  almost  universal  bankruptcy;  in  prostrating 
alike  its  business,  its  energies  and  confidence. 

It  was. in  view  of  the  motive  which  dictated  the 
measure,  and  in  anticipation  of  some  of  these  results, 
that  I opposed  at  first,  the  establishment  of  the  state 
bank  of  Illinois;  as  I did  also  last  winter,  both  the 
increase  of  its  capital  and  that  of  the  bank  at  Shaw- 
neetown. 

But  it  is  easier  sometimes,  to  trace  the  causes  of 
evils,  than  to  find  out  a remedy  lor  them.  The  in- 
quiry, how’ever,  is  important  and  useful,  as  the  dis- 
covery of  the  cause,  not  urifrequently  suggests  the 
remedy.  That  you  will  have  it  in  your  power,  to 
do  all  demanded  by  the  present  exigency,  is  inore 
than  I dare  hope.  Probably  as  much  as  can  at  pre- 
sent be  effected,  will  be  to  place  our  own  state  in 
such  an  attitude,  as  to  parry  off  the  blow,  and  stay 
as  far  as  possible,  the  effects  of  the  crisis  upon  our 
interests,  until  congress,  the  only  legitimate  power 
under  our  constitution,  shall  regulate  the  currency, 
and  restore  it  to  its  former  sound  condition  and  be- 
neficent action. 

The  connection  of  the  state  with  the  banks  of  Il- 
linois, renders  an  attention  to  its  affairs,  a matter  of 
immediate  and  imperative  duty. 

By  an  act  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  certain 
banks,  &c.  approved  March  4th,  1837,  it  is  made 
the  duty  of  the  fund  commissioners,  to  subscribe 
two  millions  of  dollars  to  the  state  bank  of  Illinois, 
and  one  million  to  the  stock  of  the  bank  of  Illinois 
at  Shawneetowm,  and  by  the  11th  section  of  said 
act,  the  bank  is  made  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  state. 
One  thousand  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  state  bank 
of  Illinois  were  subscribed  for  by  the  state,  for 
which  $'100,000  of  public  money  was  paid  in 
MARCH  last.  The  bank  took  the  loan  negotiated 
last  year  in  New  York,  of  $100,000,  for  which  it 
agrees  to  place  a credit  in  the  bank,  to  the  canal 
fund  for  $105,000  including  five  per  cent,  premium. 
It  also  has  agreed  to  pay  the  state  bonds  for  the 
Wiggins’  loan  of  $100,000.  The  auditor’s  books 
show’  a deposite  of  state  funds  now  in  the  bank  of 
$388,069  51.  The  report  of  the  canal  commis- 
sioner, of  the  23d  of  May,  show’s  a deposite  of  ca- 
nal funds  in  the  branch  at  Chicago,  to  the  amount 
Of  $285,834  89. 

There  is  $60,000  of  the  state  funds  now  on  de- 
posite in  the  bank  at  Shawneetown,  and  the  com- 
missioners of  the  school  fund,  hold  a draft  from  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States  on  it  for  $16,100, 
which  several  sums  make  the  responsibilities  of 
these  banks  to  the  state,  amount  to  $1,055,604  40. 
These  banks  both  having  stopped  paying  their 
notes  in  specie  in  May  last,  and  as  by  the  25th  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  incorporating  the  state  bank  of  Illi- 
nois— approved  February  12th,  1835,  and  by  the 
supplement  to  said  act,  approved  January  18th, 
1836,  it  is  provided,  that  if  said  corporation  shall 
neglect  or  reluse  to  pay  its  notes  in  specie  for  sixty 
days,  it  forfeits  its  charter,  and  is  required  imme- 
diately to  discontinue  all  its  operations,  except  for 
receiving  and  collecting  its  debts;  and  as  it  is  be- 
lieved, that  while  all  other  banks  refuse,  the  banks 
of  no  one  state,  however  solvent,  can  safely  or  long 
continue  to  pay  specie  for  their  notes;  it  will  be 
perceived,  at  once,  that  immediate  legislative  ac- 
tion is  indispensable  for  the  protection  and  security 
of  those  important  interests.  In  the  adoption  of 
any  measure  w’hich  your  wisdom  may  suggest,  in 
relation  to  the  banks,  or  for  the  better  security  of 
the  interests  of  the  state  connected  with  them,  care 
should  be  taken  to  requir^a  reduction  of  their 
notes  in  circulation,  and  prevent  any  increase  of 
their  responsibilities,  so  as  to  ensure  a resumption 
of  specie  payments  as  early  as  possible. 

It  can  admit  of  no  doubt,  that  if  the  banks  of  Il- 
linois, which  are  known  to  be  as  solvent  as  any 
other  banks  in  the  country,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, were  to  persist  in  paying  out  specie  for 
their  notes,  the  result  would  be,  at  no  long  period, 
an  entire  transfer  from  their  own  to  the  v aults  of 
other  banks — the  ultimate  but  sure  loss  of  their 
capital — the  imminent  jeopardy  of  the  state  funds — 
and  be  so  crippled,  if  not  crushed  in  their  opera- 
tions, as  to  embarrass  most  seriously,  the  move- 
ments of  the  community  at  large;  and  not  less  se- 
riously, the  improvements,  business  and  commerce 
of  the  state,  with  all  of  which  it  is  intimately  con- 
nected. 

For  the  same  important  considerations  that  I op- 
posed the  act,  requiring  the  fund  commissioners  to 
subscribe  on  behalf  of  the  state  for  three  millions 
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of  dollars  ol'  the  stuck  of  those  banks,  to  he  i,aiu  • 
for  by  the  sale  ol  slate  bonds-,  I am  now  satisfy.  d I 
ought  to  be  repealed  forthwith,  and  do  accordingly 
recommend  it  to  be  done.  ° 1 

Your  attention  should  also  be  directed  to  the  sur- 
plus revenue,  the  fourth  instalment  of  which  "be- 
comes due  on  the  30th  day  of  September  next; 
inasmuch  as  the  banks  in  which  it  was  deposited 
have  aii  stopped  specie  payments;  and  your  resolu- 
tion requires  the  treasurer  10  receive  it  only  in  spe- 
cie, winch  at  present  is  impracticable. 

in  1 ire  midst  ol  the  disasters  which  have  already 
fallen  on  the  commercial  world,  and  which  are  still 
threatening  us  on  all  sides,  a favorable  opportunity 
occurs  to  escape  from  the  perils  ol  that  system  of 
internal  improvement  adopted  last  winter,  which  to 
my  appiehension  is  so  traught  with  evil:  and  for 
the  reason  assigned  when  1 refused  my  assent  to 
the  enactment  passed  in  its  favor,  as  well  as  from 
the  existing  pecuniary  troubles  and  derangements; 
I now  recommend  ns  repeal.  Aware  that  it  is  al- 
ways .difficult,  and  sometimes  grievous  at  least  par- 
tially to  abandon  even  a bad  system  after  the  inter- 
ests of  society  have  become  indentified  with  it,  it 
is  with  reluctance,  much  more  in  regard  to  this 
fact,  than  hesitation  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  step, 
that  I urge  the  recommendation:  especially,  too,  as' 
iny  conviction  is  deep  and  firm  that  such  undertak- 
ings belong  rather  to  arbitrary  and  despotic  govern- 
ments, than  to  the  republican  institutions  of  a free 
people,  as  by  the  power  of  patronage  and  official 
influence,  they  tend  to  corrupt  the  many  and  exalt 
the  lew.  In  all  the  melancholy  histories  of  depart- 
ed liberty,  the  process  ol  decay  commenced  in  the 
peoples’  neglect  and  disuse  of  their  own  lights  and 
privileges,  and  progressed  in  the  ignorant  a'rid  fatu- 
ous transfer  of  them  to  their  rulers.  And  of  all  the 
dark  symptoms  which  indicate  the  evil  al  work  in 
our  own  system,  none  seems  so  fearful,  so  alarm- 
ing, as  the  steady,  nay  rapid  departure  of  power 
from  the  hands  of  the  people  to  the  hands  of  the 
government— a fact  sufficiently  obvious  to  all  who 
have  observed  the  political  movements  of  the  last 
eight  years.  If  to  the  power  and  influence  which 
necessarily  belong  to  political -station  there  be  add- 
ed the  immense  patronage  no  less  involved  in  ex- 
tended public  works,  there  may  come  a struggle 
between  the  people  and  their  rulers;  but  toolate 
for  the  former  to  regain  what  the  latter  have  stolen. 
Let  the  present  pernicious  system  be  rescinded  and 
in  its  stead  adopt  the  safer,  the  more  generous, 
more  economical,  most  expeditious,  and  in  every 
respect  the  preferable  plan  of  encouraging  private 
individuals  and  corporations  by  suitable  aid  from 
the  state — and  thus  escape  the  intrigue,  venality, 
waste  and  corruption  inherent  in  that  patronage 
which  must  grow  out  of  such  a system  asdhe  pre- 
sent. 

A report  of  the  board  of  internal  improvement  to 
the  executive  of  the  5th  June,  is  herewith  enclosed, 
which  exhibits  its  operations  to  date.  A report  ami 
correspondence  of  the  canal  commissioners  are  also 
transmitted.  By  the  correspondence,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  calling  of  the  legislature  together  has 
been  urged  upon  the  executive  by  them  as  necessa- 
ry for  the  carrying  on  of  that  favorite  work,  and  be- 
cause of  the  probable  difficulty  of  collecting  the  2d 
instalment  on  the  lots  sold  i/I  Chicago,  which  fell 
due  on  the  20th  of  June  last.  Having  received  a 
letter  from  the  board  informing  me  "they  would 
make  a full  report  to  the  legislature  of  all  their 
operations  present,  and  plans  the  for  future,  I will 
leave  this  subject  with  au  earnest  recommendation 
cf  it  to  your  fostering  care:  hoping  that  this  great 
work  will  be  carried  forward  with  all  the  expedition, 
consistent  with  a just  economy.  As  I consider  it  a 
national  work,  and  ourselves  as  managers  of  the 
fund  appropriated  by  congress  for  its  accomplish- 
ment, it  would  seem  to  beourduty  faithfully  to  ap- 
ply these  means;  an#upon  its  completion,  after  a 
suitable  reservation  for  repairs  and  improvements, 
and  with  due  consideration  tor  the  rights  of  the 
state,  it  will  be  equally  our  duty  and ' interest  to 
make  this  canal  free  as  the  waters  of  the  lake. 

Unpleasant  as  the  subject  is  to  myself,  and  may 
be  to  others,  I feel  bound  again  to  call  your  atten- 
tion, and  through  you,  that ‘of  our  constituents,  to 
the  affairs  of  our  national  government,  especially  of 
its  executive  branch;  to  the  action  of  which  I con- 
fidently believe  many  of  the  evils  we  are  now  suf- 
fering, and  with  which  we  are  threatened,  are  fairly 

to  be  attributed.  There  must  be  change there 

must  be  reform.  The  public  treasury  must  be  ao-ain 
firmly  placed  in  the  custody  of  law;  and  all  power 
and  control  over  it  by  the  executive  of  the  United 
States  must  be  repudiated.  The  executive  should 
be  prohibited  under  severe  penalties  from  establish- 
ing a rule  in  violation  of  law,  to  collect  the  revenue 
in  one  quarter  of  the  country  in  specie  only,  and  in 
another  to  collect  in  bank  paper;  or  from  using  any 
other  means  for  diverting  the  specie  (which  is  the 


only  sale  basisof  exchanges)  from  the  ordinary  chan- 
nels oi  business.  Congress  must  regulate  the  cur- 
rency by  law,  and  place  it  out  of  executive  or  official 
power  either  to  try  experiments  or  make  specula- 
tions upon  it.  '1  he  patronage  of  the  executive 
must  be  reduced,  and  his  power  to  remove  public 
officers  so  modified  as  to  prevent  his  displacing  a 
laithlui  and  competent  man  either  to  gratify  party 
malice,  or  to  intimidate  him  in  the  free  and  inde- 
pendent exercise  ol  the  elective  franchise;  so  also 
as  will  secure  him  against  executive  tyranny,  and 
all  control  over  his  official  acts,  except  such  as  the 
lavy  imposes;  that  his  qualifications,  fidelity  and 
ability  may  be  his  only  hope  of  retaining  office. — 
that  control  over  the  public  press  and  congress 
which  has  been  so  .powerfully  exercised  by  the  ap- 
pointment ol  newspaper  editors  and  members  ofthe 
senate  and  house  ol  representatives  to  high  and  lu- 
ciative  offices  by  the  executive,  should  as  tar  as 
possible  be  obviated.  The  constitutional  and  legal 
right  of  each  or  both  houses  of  congress  to  examine 
into  the  official  conduct  of  every  officer  in  the  go- 
vernment, should  be  clearly  established,  as  it  is  the 
only  efficient  check  the  people  have  upon  their  pub- 
lic servants;  whilst  public  expenditures  must  be  re- 
duced, and  more  economy  and  simplicity  in  the  ad- 
ministration oi  government  be  observed,  before  we 
can  ever  be  secure  ol  those  inestimable  blessings 
hitherto  enjoyed  under  our  constitution  and  excel- 
lent torn/  of  government.  I pray,  gentlemen  that 
the  state  may  experience  the  full  measure  of  your 
patriotism.  Never  was  wisdom  from  above  to  di- 
rect your  counsels,  more  to  be  implored  than  at  this 
moment.  Party  spirit  in  its  mildest  form  lias  ever 
been  found  an  enemy  to  liberty  and  sound  legisla- 
tion; but  when  it  is  the  offspring  of  ambition  and 
avarice,  directed  by  designing,  bad  men  in  high 
places,  it  begets  a blind  devotion,  an  infuriated  zeal, 
which  shuts  the  door  against  all  reason,  justice  and 
patriotism.  May  God  in  his  infinite  wisdom  and 
mercy  avert  such  an  evil  from  this  country,  and  that 
justice  and  the  laws  may  prevail,  and  that  every 
/nan  in  this  broad  land  may  sit  down  again  with 
confidence  under  the  shadow  of  the  constitution  in 
the  peaceable  and  quiet  enjoyment  of  his  rights  and 
privileges.  No  power  mnst  he  allowed  to  "exist  in 
this  country  superior  to  that  ot  the  people,  or  that 
does  nol  acknowledge  the  supreme  and  inflexible 
authority  of  law  as  the  rule  of  action  both  tor  the 
president  and  every  other  functionary  of  the  go- 
vernment. With  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant>  JOSEPH  DUNCAN. 

BEAUMARcha  rs  CLAIMS. 

From  the  Richmond  1 FfiPr 
We  have  been  furnished  with  the  following  copy 
of  the  decision  of  the  French  commission  in  refer- 
ence to  these  Jong  contested  claims.  It  appears 
from  the  concession  of  our  own  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  that  gross  injustice  has  been  done  by  our 
government  to  the  claimants.  Instead  of  the  three 
millions  and  upwards,  long  since  conceded  to  be 
due  for  supplies  rendered  us  by  generous  friends 
in  our  revolutionary  slrnggle,  the  claimants,  under 
the  boasted  treaty  of  1831,  are  glad  to  get  $800,000. 

The  commission  charged  by  the 
ordinance  of  the  20th  May,  1836, 
Ministry  in  execution  of  the  law  of  the  1 4th 
of  June,  1835,  to  examine  and  ascer- 
Forcign  AUl/irs.  tain  French  claims,  for  which 
„ . . the  3d  article  ofthe  convention  of 

ai.-.i  tiy  „rih_  J'h  July,  1S31,  between  France  and 

nance  royal  ofthe  United  States,  reserves  a fund 
no-  20th  May,  of  1,500,000  francs  to  be  taken  from 
lfc3°'  the  twenty-five  millions  appropriat- 

ed to  the  payment  of  the  American 
claims. 

[See  the  convention  of  4th  July  1831,  the  law  of 
the  14th  June  1835,  and  the  ordinance  ofthe  20th 
May  1836. 

Seethe  letters  of  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais  of 
the  21st  June  1836,  ofthe  11th  and  the  14th  March 
1837,  which  renew  and  establish  the  claims  succes- 
sively presented  to  the  French  government  and  to 
the  United  States. 

See  the  letter  written  the  16th  December,  1816, 
by  the  minister  ofToreign  affairs,  to  the  minister  of 
the  U.  States  at  Paris,  and  that  written  by  the  mi- 
nister of  foreign  affairs  to  the  minister  of  France  at 
Washington,  18th  December,  1818. 

See  the  notes  exchanged  in  1831,  on  the  subject 
ot  the  Beaumarchais  claim,  between  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  and  the  U.  States. 

See  lastly,  the  letter  of  the  29th  June  1831,  ad- 
dressed to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  by  Sieur  de 
la  Rue,  in  the  name  of  his  wife,  Eugenie  Caron  de 
Beaumarchais,  legitimate  daughter  and  only  heir  of 
Sieur  de  Beaumarchais  and  the  letter  of  1st  of 
March  1837,  ofM.  le  Count  Sebastian/]. 

Considering  the  terms  of  article  3 ofthe  conven- 
tion of  July  4th,  1831,  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of 
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Beaumarchais,  arising  front  antiekt  so/  ilies  and 
accounts,  the  liquidation  of  uhick  had  been  reserved, 
is  evidently  comprised  in  the  number  of  those  which 
ought  to  participate  in  the  stipulated  indemnity. 

lhat  the  claim  above  mentioned  has  never  been 
contested  by  the  government  of  the  United  States — 
that  even  an  opinion  (arete)  of  the  secretary  oi  the 
treasury  ofthe  26th  of  January  1806,  had  fixed  the 
balance  due  at .2,700,000  trines — and  that  the  non- 
payment ot  that  sun;  had  only  been  excused  by  re- 
urging a charge  against  the  deceased  Beaumarchais, 
which  had  been  declared  of  no  value  by  the  repeated 
declarations  of  the  French  government; 

That  the  sum  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  Beaumar- 
chais, adding  interest,  as  they  believed  themselves 
authorised  to  do,  from  1806  to  1837,  .would  amount 
at  present  to  3,713,480  francs,  but  that  it  results  from 
the  documents  above  referred  to,  that  the  claiming 
party,  and  the  only  one  having  a right  in  1831,  hav- 
ingrenounced  all  farther  demands,  has  reduced  even 
that  demand  for  the  balance  due  to  the  sum  of 
800.000  francs; 

Decided,  therefore,  That  the  heirs  of  Beaumar- 
chais are  entitled  to  the  sum  cf  800,000  fr.  in  the 
division  ol  the  lund  ot  1,500,000  fr.  which  was  plac- 
ed at  the  disposition  of  the  French  govern, ent 
in  execution  of  the  convention  of  the  4th  July, 
1831. 

Done  at  Paris,  9th  May,  1837. 

Signed  by  baron  de  Mareuil,  Gabriac,  G.  Daudif- 
firet,  Taboi/reau,  and  Des/nousseaux  de  Giere. 

In  testimony,  the  master  of  requests,  member  of 
commission  and  its  secretary,  signs 

DESMOUSSEAUX  L'E  GIYEE. 

(A  copy)  J.  A.  CHEYALL1E, 

Agent  for  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais  ever  since  the 
year  1787. 

Richmond,  July,  1837. 


THE  NORTH  EASTERN  BOUNDARY. 

1:  rom  the  following  report  of  a conversation 
which  lately  took  place  in  the  British  house  of 
commons,  on  the  subject  of  the  pending  negotia- 
tions relative  to  our  boundary  on  the  side  ol  New 
Brunswick,  it  will  be  perceived  that,  although  the 
question  is  under  discussion  between  the  two  go- 
vernments, both  in  London  and  at  Washington,  no 
advance  appears  to  have  been  made  towards  a/i  ad- 
justment. Indeed,  we  see  not  what  prospect  there 
is  (hat  any  progress  will  be  made  in  the  settlement 
ofthe  question,  under  the  present  auspices.  It  will 
take  a longtime  to  place  the  negotiation  in  as  favor- 
able a state  for  this  country  as  it  was  in  lour  years 
ago.  Propositions  were  made  under  (be  instruc- 
tions of  general  Jackson,  containing  concessions  in 
regam  iu  uie  pr/nc/pai  oi  construction  to  be  adopt- 
ed, which  would  naturally  lead  to  an  adjustment 
far  more  favorable  to  great  Britain  than  the  adop- 
tion oi  the  award  of  the  icing  of  the  Netherlands. 

[Boston  Daily  Advertiser . 

Sir  R.  Peel  availed  himself  of  that  opportunity 
to  aslc  the  noble  secretary  for  foreign  afiairs  in 
what  position  our  differences  were  wilh  the  United 
States,  as  to  the  northern  frontier.  He  wished  to 
know  whether  the  differences  were  adjusted,  or 
whether  any  progress  had  been  made  towards  their 
adjustment? 

Lord  Palmerston,  in  reply,  said  that  a great 
many  communications  had  passed  between  the  two 
governments  on  the  subject,  and  that  each  govern- 
ment was  equally  animated  by  a sincere  desire  to 
co/ne  to  an  adjustment  of  the  differences  at  present 
existing.  He  must  do  that  justice  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  U/iitcd  States,  and  particularly  to  the 
late  president,  Andrew  Jackson.  The  central  go- 
vernment of  tl'.e  United  States  labored,  however, 
under  some  difficulty  with  regard  to  these  negotia- 
tions; for  its  discretion  was  limited  by  a certain  in- 
dependent action  on  the  part  of  the  province  of 
Maine.  Of  late  there  had.  been  no  written  commu- 
nications between  the  two  governments.  He  had 
communicated  verbally  with  the  American  minis- 
ter in  this  country,  and  Mr.  Fox,  our  minister  in 
America,  had  done  the  same  with  the  American 
authoiities  in  the'  Un. ted  States.  The  whole  cor- 
respondence which  I, ad  taken  place  on  the  subject 
had  been  published  by  order  of  congress,  and  from 
the  publication  of  ihose  official  communications, 
the  right  honorable  baronet  would  see  that  the  ne- 
gotiations were  not  likely  to  lead,  he  was  sorry  to 
say  it,  to  the  prospect  of  an  immediate  arrange- 
ment. 

Mr.  Hume  wished  to  know  whether  there  would 
be  any  objection  to  lay  before  parliament  the  pa- 
pers which  had  already  been  laid  before  the  con- 
gress ofthe  United  S ates. 

Sir  R.  Peel.  Is  the  province  of  Maine  in  the  oc- 
cupation of  any  part  oft  tie  disputed  territory? 

Lord  Palmerston.  The  disputed  teir  ory,  or  at 
any  rate  the  greater  part  of  it,  is  in  our  occupation 
at  present,  upon  the  understanding  that  neither  we 
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nor  any  other  parly  shall  exercise,  any  of  the  rights 
belonging  to  permanent  territorial  sovereignty. 

bir  rv.  Teel.  i do  not  see  how  any  arrangement 
of  that  sort  can  be  made.  The  land  must  be  occu- 
pied by  one  party  or  the  other.  Is  it  occupied  en- 
tirely by  British  subjects? 

Lord  Palmerston,  it  is  not  settled  at  all  at  pre- 
sent; it  is  occupied  by  vast  iorests  of  wood,  and  it 
is  understood  that  neithei  party  is  to  cut  the  wood 
until  the  diuereiices  are  settled  in  one  way  or  the 
other.  With  regard  to  the  question  put  to  me  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Middlesex,  1 have  only 
to  observe,  that  there  can  be  no  objection  to  lay 
upon  ttie  table  the  papers  which  have  already  been 
published  by  order  01  congress.  It  is  a departure 
from  our  ordinary  rules  to  lay  on  the  table  of  the 
house  papers  winch  relate  to  negotiations  not  yet 
terminated;  at  the  same  time  1 don’t  see  any  objec- 
tion to  the  production  ol  these  papers. 

Mr.  Roebuck  reminded  the  nnWo  lard  that  tho 
state  ol  Maine  had  passed  some  severe  regulations 
respecting  the  destitute  condition  of  the  citizens  ol 
the  United  Slates  inhabiting  the  disputed  territory, 
and  that  it  had  communicated  those  resolutions  to 
congress.  The  truth  was,  that  there  was  a large 
number  of  persons  employed  in  cutting  down  trees 
in  the  disputed  territoiy,  and  in  clearing  and  peo- 
pling the  hind,  and  those  persons  called  themselves 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  Refugees  from  both 
countries  had  lied  into  that  territory;  it  had  become 
a harbor  for  all  the  rogues  and  vagabonds  on  both 
sides  of  the  boundary  line,  and  it  was  time  that  the 
nuisance  which  this  occasioned  should  he  abated. 

Lord  Palmerston  thought  that  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  lor  Bath  was  referring  to  occurren- 
ces which  had  taken  place  on  the  boundary  line  of 
another  of  the  states,  (we  did  not  catch  the  name) 
and  not  of  Maine. 
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PROCLAMATION  OF  INDEPEN- 
DENCE Af BOSTON 
From  the  (British ) United  Service  Journal. 
Extract  irom  tile  narrative  of  a British  officer, 
who  was  captured  on  board  a transport  in  Massa- 
chusetts bay,  in  June,  1776,  while  a prisoner  in 
Boston: 

Of  the  manner  in  which  my  days  were  spent 
during  many  weeks  of  compulsory  inaction,  I kept 
no  record.  A captive  among  entire  strangers,  to 
whose  habits  and  notions  I tound  it  impossible  to 
assimilate  my  own,  time  rolled  over  my  head  as 
unsatisfactorily  as  possible;  indeed,  there  were  mo- 
ments when  l Ueai  ,ily  repented  Uiat  i bad  been  ca 
joled  into  the  acceptance  of  my  parole,  and  pon 
dered  upon  the  best  method  ol  having  the  indul- 
gence withdrawn.  But  my  comrades,  on  all  such 
occasions,  withstood  me,  while  they  argued  with 
great  justice  that  the  measure  could  only  bring- 
down Harsh  usage  upon  the  whole  body  ol  prison 
ers.  Meanwhile  we  fouud  what  amusements  we 
could  in  wandering  over  tho  town,  and  visiting  the 
positions  of  Bunker’s  Hill,  Breed’s  Hill,  Dorcties 
ter,  Charlestown  and  otner  points  rendered  memo- 
rable as  the  scene  of  recent  operations.  Amon^ 
these,  nothing  struck  us  more  forcibly  than  the  site 
of  the  encamp. aent  which  the  Americans  first  oc 
cupied  alter  the  skirmish  of  Lexington.  Many 
huts  were  yet  standing  in  regular  lanes  or  streets 
which  crossed  one  another  at  right  angles;  and  it 
was  easy  to  perceive  that  the  same  ingenuity  which 
they  ware  in  the  habit  of  exercising  in  the  con 
struction  of  their  rude  dwellings  in  the  woods,  had 
been  applied  by  the  rebel  heroes  to  the  formation 
of  their  bivouac.  We  were  forced  to  admit,  whil 
examining  their  lines,  that  in  the  use  of  the  spade 
and  the  pickaxe — implements  of  war  not  less  lor 
midable  than  toe  muslcet  and  the  cannon — our  men 
would  be  no  match  for  an  enemy  so  skilful. 

In  this  manner  a whole  month  wore  itself  out 
and  listless  indifference  was  beginning  to  mark  the 
bearing  of  some,  when  an  event  befel  which  so  far 
stood  us  in  stead  that  it  furnished  ns  for  a while 

With  a subject  oi'  rin  " 

July,  the  British  officers  on  parole  received  each 
card  from  the  governor,  requesting  the  honor  of  his 
attendance  at  a specified  hour  on  the  morrow  in  tiie 
Town  Hall.  As  rumors  were  already  afloat  touch- 
ing the  decided  step  that  had  been  taken  at  Phila- 
delphia, we  were  not  without  a suspicion  as  to  the 
purport  of  this  meeting,  and  we  hesitated  for  a 
while  as  to  the  propriety  of  giving  the  sanction  of 
our  countenance  to  a proceeding  which  we  could 
not  but  regard  as  traitorous.  Curiosity,  however, 
got  the  better  of  scruples  which,  to  say  the  truth, 
were  not  very  well  founded;  and  it  was  resolved, 
after  a brief  consultation,  that  the  invitation  ought 
to  be  accepted.  Accordingly,  the  hour  appointed, 
vve  set  out,  arrayed  in  the  lull  dress  uniform  of  our 
corps,  and  became  witnesses  to  a spectacle  which 
excited  even  in  us  feelings  it  wbuld  not  perhaps  he 
very  easy  to  define.  As  we  passed  through  the 


town,  we  found  it  thronged  in  all  quarters  with  per- 
sons of  every  age  and  botli  sexes.  All  were  in 
their  holiday  suits,  every  eye  beamed  w ith  delight, 
and  every  tongue  was  in  rapid  motion.  King 
street.  Queen  street,  and  the  other  streets  adjoining 
the  council  chamber,  were  lined  with  detachments 
from  two  battalions  of  infantry,  tolerably  well 
quipped;  while,  in  front  of  the  jail,  a brigade  of 
artillery  was  drawn  tip,  the  gunners  standing -by 
their  pieces  with  lighted  matches;  nor,  to  do  them 
ustice,  was  there  any  admixture  of  insolence,  in 
the  joy  which  seemed  to  pervade  all  classes. — 
Whether  our  long  residence  among  them,  and  the 
anxiety  which  vve  displayed  never  wantonly  to  of- 
fend their  prejudices,  had  secured  their  esteem,  or 
whether  they  considered  it  beneath  the  dignity  of  a 
grave  people,  standing  in  a position  so  critical,  to 
vent  their  spleen  upon  individuals  entirely  at  their 
ercy,  I do  not  know;  but  the  marked  lespect 
it  It  which  we  are  treated,  both  by  soldiers  and 
civilians,  could  not  be  misunderstood.  The  very 
crowd  opened  a Jane  lor  us  to  the  door  of  the  Hall, 
and  the  tioops  gave  us,  as  wc  mounted  tho  steps, 
the  salute  due  to  officers  of  our  rank. 

On  entering  the  hall,  we  found  it  occupied  by 
functionaries,  military,  civil,  and  ecclesiastical; 
among  whom  the  same  good  humor  and  excitement 
prevailed  as  among  the  people  out  of  doors.  They 
received  us  with  great  frankness  and  cordiality,  and 
allotted  to  us  such  stations  as  enabled  us  to  witness 
the  whole  of  the  ceremony,  which  was  as  simple  as 
the  most  republican  taste  could  have  desired.  Ex- 
actly as  the  clock  struck  one,  colonel  Grails,  who 
occupied  the  chair,  rose,  and,  silence  being  obtained, 
read  aloud  the  celebrated  declaration,  which  announ- 
ced to  the  world  that  the  tie  of  allegiance  and  pro- 
tection which  had  so  long  held  Britain  and  her 
North  American  colonies  together  was  forever  sepa- 
rated. This  being  finished,  the  gentlemen  stood 
up,  and  each,  repeating  the  words  as  they  were 
spoken  by  an  officer,  swore  to  uphold,  at  the  sacri- 
fice of  file,  the  rights  of  his  country.  Meanwhile, 
the  town  clerk  read  from  a balcony  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  to  the  crowd;  at  the  close  of  which, 
a shout,  begun  in  the  hall,  passed  like  an  electric 
spark  to  the  streets,  which  rang  with  loud  huzzas, 
the  slow  and  measured  boom  of  cannon,  and  the 
rattle  of  musketry.  The  batteries  on  Fort  Hill, 
Dorchester  Neck,  the  Castle,  Nantasket,  and  Long 
Island,  each  saluted  with  thirteen  guns — the  artil 
lery  in  the  tow  n fired  thirteen  rounds,  and  the  in- 
fantry, scattered  into  thirteen  divisions,  poured 
forth  thirteen  volleys — all  corresponding  to  tho  num 
ber  of  states  which  formed  the  union.  What  fol- 
lowed may  be  described  in  a few  words.  There 
was  a banquet  in  the  council  chamber,  where  all 
the  richer  citizens  appeared — where  much  wine  was 
drunk,  and  many  appropriate  toasts  given.  Large 
quantities  of  liquor  were  distributed  among  the 
mob,  whose  patriotism,  of  course,  grew  more  and 
more  warm  at  every  draught;  and  when  night  closed 
in,  the  darkness  was  effectually  dispelled  by  a gene- 
ral, and,  what  was  termed  then,  a splendid  illumi- 
nation. I heed  not  say  that  we  neither  joined,  nor 
were  expected  to  join,  in  any  of  the  festivities. 
Having  sufficiently  gratified  our  curiosity,  we 
returned  to  our  lodgings,  and  passed  the  remainder 
of  the  evening  in  a frame  of  mind  such  as  our 
humiliating  and  irksome  situation  might  be  expected 
to  produce. 


NATIVE  AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

A very  large  and  respectable  meeting  composed 
of  native  Americans  of  all  parties,  was  held  in  the 
theatre  on  Louisiana  avenue,  in  this  city,  on  Tues- 
day evening,  the  11th  July,  upon  a call  of  upwards 
of  seven  hundred  subscribers,  when  the  following 
proceedings  were  held: 

Mr.  Henry  M.  Morfit  was  called  to  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  John  Wilson  appointed  secretary. 

Mr.  Henry  J.  Brent  addressed  the  meeting  in  a 

«j/j/iupuair,  auu  cuei^euc  uiauircri , crvrt- 

ting  forth  the  necessity  of  a repeal  of  (he  naturali- 
zation law,  to  save  our  institutions  from  the  cor- 
ruption of  foreign  countries,  and  ourselves  from  the 
loss  of  our  birthrights,  and  appealed  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  association  to  be  steadfast  and  united  in 
their  great  and  holy  purpose,  and  concluded  by  sub- 
mitting the  following  preamble  and  constitution, 
which,  after  temperate  discussion,  was  unanimous- 
ly adopted,  the  vote  having  been  taken  upon  each 
article  separately. 

Preamble  and  constitution  of  the  Washington  City 
American  society. 

Whereas,  it  is  an  admitted  fact  that  all  govern- 
ments are  not  only  capable,  but  bound  by  all  the 
principles  of  national  preservation,  to  govern  their 
affairs  by  the  agency  of  their  own  citizens,  and  we 
believe  "the  republican  form  of  our  government  to 
be  an  object  of  fear  and  dislike  to  the  advocates  of 


monarchy  in  Europe,  and  for  that  reason  il  -inr 
none  other,  in  order  to  preserve  our  institutions 
pure  and  unpolluted,  we  are  imperatively  called 
upon  to  administer  our  peculiar  system  lice  ol  all 
foreign  influence  and  interference.  By  admitting 
the  stranger  indiscriminately  to  the  exercise  ol 
those  high  attributes  which  constitute  the  rights  of 
the  native  born  American  citizen,  we  weaken  the 
attachment  of  the  native,  and  gain  naught  but  the 
sordid  allegiance  of  the  lbitigiier.  The  rights  of 
the  American,  which  he  holds  under  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  revolution,  and  exercised  by  him  as  the 
glorious  prerogative  of  his  birth,  are  calculated  to 
stimulate  to  action,  condense  to  strength,  and  ce- 
ment in  sentiment  and  patriotic  sympathy. 

Basing,  then,  the  right  and  duty  to  confederate 
on  these  high  truths,  we  profess  no  other  object 
Ilian  the  promotion  of  our  native  country  in  all  the 
walks  of  private  honor,  public  credit  and  national 
independence,  and  therefore,  we  maintain  the  right, 
in  its  most  extended  lorrn  of  the  native  bo-.n  Ame- 
rican, and  he  only  to  exercise  the  various  duties  in- 
cident to  the  ramifications  of  the  laws,  executive, 
legislative  or  ministerial,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest  post  of  the  government,  and  to  obtain  this 
great  end,  we  shall  advocate  the  entire  repeal  ol  the 
naturalization  law  by  congress.  Aware  that  the 
constitution  forbids,  and  even  if  it  did  not,  we  have 
no  wish  to  establish,  ex  post  facto  laws,  the  action 
we  seek  with  regard  to  the  iaws  of  naturalization  is 
intended  to  act  in  a prospective  character.  We 
shall  advocate  equal  liberty  to  all  who  were  bora 
equally  J'rce;  to  be  so  born  constitutes,  when  con- 
nected with  moral  qualities,  in  our  minds,  the  aris- 
tocracy of  humane  nature.  Acting  under  these 
generic  principles,  vve  further  hold  that  to  be  a per- 
manent people,  we  must  be  a united  one,  bound  to- 
gether by  sympathies  the  result  of  a common  politi- 
cal origin;  and  to  be  national  we  must  cherish  the 
native  American  sentiment,  lo  the  enlire  and  radi- 
cal exclusion  of  foreign  opinions  and  doctrines  in- 
troduced by  foreign  paupers  and  European  political 
adventurers.  From  kings  our  gallant  forefathers 
won  their  liberties — the  slaves  of  kings  shall  not 
win  them  back  again. 

Religiously  entertaining  these  sentiments,  we  as 
solemnly  believe  that  the  day  lias  arrived  when  the 
Americans  should  unite  as  brothers  to  sustain  the 
strength  and  purity  ol  their  political  institutions. — 
We  have  reached  that  critical  period  foreseen  and 
prophesied  by  some  of  the  clear  sighted  apostles  of 
freedom,  when  danger  threatens  from  every  ship 
that  floats  on  the  ocean  to  our  shores,  when  every 
wind  that  blows  wafts  the  ragged  paupers  to  our 
cities,  bearing  in  their  own  persons  and  characters 
the  elements  of  degradation  and  disorder.  To  pre- 
vent these  evils,  we  are  now  called  upon  to  unite 
our  energies.  To  fight  over  this  great  moral  revo- 
lution, the  shadow  of  our  first  revolt  of  glory,  will 
be  the  duty  of  the  sons  of  those  wars,  and  we  must 
go  into  the  combat  determined  to  abide  by  our  coun- 
try, to  preserve  her  honor  free  from  contagion,  and 
her  character  as  a separate  people  high  and  above 
the  engraftment  of  monarchical  despotisms. 

ARTICLES  OF  THE  CONSTITUTIONS. 

First.  We  bind  ourselves  to  co-oporate,  by  all 
lawful  means,  with  our  fellow  native  citizens  in  the 
United  States  to  procure  a repeal  of  the  naturaliza- 
tion law. 

Second.  We  will  use  all  proper  and  reasonable 
exertions  to  exclude  foreigners  from  enjoying  the 
emoluments  or  honors  of  office,  whether  under  the 
general  or  state  governments. 

Third.  That  we  will  not  hold  him  guiltless  of  his 
country’s  wrong  who,  having  the  power,  shall  place 
a foreigner  in  office  while  there  is  a competent  na- 
tive willing  to  accept. 

Fourth.  That  we  will  not,  in  any  form  or  man- 
ner, connect  ourselves  with  the  general  or  local 
politics  of  the  country,  nor  aid,  nor  be  the  means  of 
aiding,  the  cause  of  any  politician  or  party  whatso- 
ever, but  will  exclusively  advocate,  stand  to,  and 
uc  a ol.  jmi  aic  aim  mu.Kjjafa.aa  parly  of  native  Ame- 
ricans, for  the  cause  of  the  country,  and  upon  the 
piinciples  as  set  forth  in  the  above  preamble  and 
thesp  articles. 

Fifth.  That  we  will  not,  in  any  manner  whatever, 
connect  ourselves,  or  be  connected  with  anv  relifi- 
ous  sect  or  denomination,  leaving  every  creed  tolts 
own  strength,  and  every  man  untrammelled  in  his 
own  faith,  adhering  for  ourselves,  to  the  sole  cause 
of  the-  natives,  the  establishment  of  a national  cha- 
racter, and  the  perpetuity  of  our  institutions,  through 
the  means  of  our  own  countrymen. 

Sixth.  That  this  association  shall  he  connected 
with  and  form  a part  of  such  other  societies  through- 
out the  United  States  as  may  now  or  herealter  be 
established  on  the  principles  of  our  political  cn  ed. 

Mr.  B.  K.  Morsell  moved  to  amend  the  foregone 
by  adding  other  articles,  which,  in  like  manner,  al- 
ter some  amendments,  were  adopted. 
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1st.  That  this  association  shall  be  styled  the 
“Native  American  association  of  the  U.  States.” 

2d.  That  the  officers  shall  consist  of  a president, 
vice  president,  council  of  three,  corresponding  se- 
cretary, recording  secretary,  a committee  on"  ad- 
dresses to  consist  of  three  members,  a treasurer,  and 
such  others  as  may  be  required  under  any  by-laws 
hereafter  adopted;  and  duties  which  shall  be  there- 
in defined. 

3d.  That  all  the  foregoing  officers  shall  be  elect- 
ed by  this  meeting, -to  serve  for  two  years,  except 
the  committee  on  addresses,  who  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  president. 

4th.  That  the  president,  or,  in  his  absence,  the 
vice  president,  or,  in  the  absence  of  both,  the  cor- 
responding or  recording  secretary,  is  authorised  to 
convene  a meeting  of  this  association  whenever  it 
may  be  deemed  necessary. 

On  motion,  the  chair  was  directed  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  three  to  nominate  officers  to  serve  for 
one  year,  as  provided  by  the  second  amendment  of 
Mr.  Morsell. 

Whereupon  the  chair  appointed  as  such  commit- 
tee the  following  gentlemen:  C.  H.  W.  Wharton, 
B.  K.  Morsell  and  Henry  J.  Brent.  By  nomina- 
tion the  chairman  of  the  meeting  was  added  to  the 
committee. 

After  some  time  spent  by  the  committee  in  deli- 
beration, the  names  of  the  following  gentlemen  were 
returned.  (The  gentlemen  of  the  cornmitte  nomi- 
nated dissenting  from  the  return  of  their  names). 

Henry  M.  Morfit,  for  president. 

Roger  C.  Weightman,  for  vice  president. 

Joseph  H.  Bradley,  J 

John  N.  Moulder,  >for  members  of  council. 

Jacob  A.  Bender,  ) 

Henry  J.  Brent,  corresponding  secretary. 

Edward  Ingle,  recording  secretary. 

C.  W.  Boteler,  treasurer. 

An  inquiry  haying  been  made  whether  all  the 
nominees  were  present  or  not,  and  it  appearing  to 
be  the  sense  of  the  meeting  that  no  one  not  in 
attendance  ought  to  be  nominated,  the  name  of 
general  Weightman  was  withdrawn,  that  gentleman 
having  been  absent  from  sickness  in  his  family, 
and  colonel  William  Doughty  was  reported  by  the 
committee  for  vice  president  in  his  place. 

Whereupon,  the  vote  having  been  taken  upon 
the  nominations  separately,  they  were  unanimously 
confirmed,  to  serve  in  the  respective  stations  assign- 
ed them  for  one  year. 

The  president  then  announced  the  appointment 
by  him  of  the  following  members  of  the  committee 
on  addresses:  Josiah  f Polk,  Churloo  H.  W.  Whar- 
ton, John  Wilson. 

■Mr.  Bannerman  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  ably  and  eloquently  supported  in  an 
address  by  Richard  K.  Cralle,  and  received  the 
unanimous  assent  of  the  assembly,  followed  by  deep 
and  enthusiastic  applause: 

Whereas,  it  is  proper  that  there  should  b®  a press 
in  this  city  by  which  the  voice  of  the  native  Ame- 
ricans may  be  spread  through  the  land,  and  their 
cause  and  the  maintenance  of  a national  character 
be  promoted: 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  1st.  That  we  will  use  all 
reasonable  endeavors  and  proper  exertions  towards 
Ihe  support  of  such  a press. 

2d.  That  in  order  to  engage  our  fellow  country- 
men in  this  cause,  and  also  to  collect  the  means 
necessary  to  establish  a permanent  and  independent 
press  at  a central  point  of  the  country,  the  seat  of 
the  general  government,  the  president  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorised  to  appoint  committees  of  two 
members  for  each  of  the  cities  of  Baltimore,  Phila- 
delphia, New  York,  Boston  and  other  cities  of  the 
union,  who  shall  be  fully  empowered  in  the  name 
of  this  association  to  ask  and  collect  donations  and 
subscriptions  for  the  support  of  such  a paper,  and  be 
furnished  by  the  president  with  the  necessary  cre- 
dentials for  that  purpose. 

3d.  That  the  said  committees  be  paid  such  a per 
diem  ae  may  be  iust  and  proper,  out  of  the  mo- 
neys that  may  at  any  time  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer,  and  that  the  amount  of  the  collection  be 
fixed  by  the  committee  on  addresses. 

4th.  That  the  said  committee  on  addresses  shall 
prepare  an  appeal  to  the  native  Americans  of  the 
United  States,  setting  forth  the  purposes  of  this 
association,  and  calling  upon  all  brethren  to  unite 
in  the  holy  and  patriotic  cause,  and  that  such  ad- 
dress be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  committees  for 
collections  after  being  approved  by  the  president 
and  council,  and  by  them  presented  to  such  other 
citizens  or  associations  in  the  United  States  as  are 
already  or  may  be  formed  for  purposes  similar  to 
those  of  this  association. 

5th.  That  the  corresponding  secretary  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  prepare  and  send  ad- 
dresses to  different  parts  of  the  union,  inviting  the 
formation  of  native  associations,  and  their  union 


with  us.  Such  addresses  shall,  however,  be  first 
approved  by  the  president  and  council. 

On  motion,  it  was  'resolved,  That  our  country- 
men throughout  the  United  States  be  and  they 
are  hereby  invited  to  form  associations,  to  unite 
with  this  without  delay,  and  without  waiting  for  a 
formal  request  through  our  officers  and  committees. 

It  was  resolved,  That  the  general  meetings  of  this 
association  shall  be  held  on  the  22d  of  Februarj’ 
and  on  the  4th  of  July  in  each  year;  also, 

That  all  editors  in  the  United  States  friendly  to 
this  cause  be  requested  to  publish  the  proceedings 
of  this  meeting,  and  that  a committee  of  three  be 
appointed  by  the  president  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  a.  procession  of  this  association, 
to  take  place  on  this  day  month. 

The  ode  to  the  American  flag,  by  the  late  la- 
mented Drake,  was__sent  to  the  chair,  and  the  read- 
ing of  it  called  for  A The  chairman  placed  it  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Henry  J.  Brent,  by  whom  it  was  read, 
and  while  the  address  commanded  that  Heap  silence 
which  amounts  to  a sacred  solemnity,  its  effect  was 
announced  by  a burst  of  enthusiasm  that  rang  loud 
and  long  on  the  ear. 

Thanks  were  then  unanimously  tendered  to  Mr. 
Lambert  S.  Beck  for  his  .ardent  and  patriotic  ex- 
ertions in  procuring  subscribers  to  this  association, 
and  for  the  untiring  zeal  and  fidelity  with  which  he 
has  executed  every  duty  undertaken  by  him  in  the 
preliminary  stages  of  this  association. 

Thanks  were  also  offered  to  Messrs.  Henry  J. 
Brent  and  Richard  K.  Cralle,  for  their  eloquent  ad- 
dresses, and  to  Mr.  Richard  Peters,  of  Philadelphia, 
for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  he  granted  the 
use  of  the  theatre  in  this  city,  of  which  he  is  the 
proprietor. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 


THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO. 
Official. — From  the  Globe  of  July  31. 

Commodore  Dallas  has  returned  from  his  late 
cruise  along  the  coast  of  Mexico,  and  was  at  Pen- 
sacola on  the  15th  instant.  Upon  his  way  out  he 
stopped  with  the  fleet  under  his  command  off  the 
Brazos  de  Santiago,  for  the  purpose  of  demanding 
the  restoration  of  the  captured  vessels,  the  Cham- 
pion and  Julius  Cassar,  which  had  been  carried  into 
that  river,  and  the  liberation  of  their  crews.  In  an 
interview  with  general  Felisola,  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  northern  division  of  the  Mexican  array, 
he  was  informed  by  that  officer  that  the  capture  of' 
those  vessels  having  been  disapproved  of  by  the 
Mexican  government,  the  crews  had  been  alrcadj’’ 
released,  and  Hint  he  had  received  instructions  to 
restore  the  vessels  also,  which  he  was  unable  to  do, 
in  consequence  of  their  having  been  previously 
condemned,  and  the  matter  referred  to  a superior 
tribunal;  but  that  if  they  were  not  then  on  their  re- 
turn to  the  United  States,  it  was  because  no  appeal 
had  been  taken  by  the  persons  interested,  from  the 
decree  of  condemnation. 

From  the  Brazos  de  Santiago,  the  commodore 
proceeded  to  Vera  Cruz,  where  the  following  cor- 
respondence took  place  between  him  and  commo- 
dore Aldana,  the  commander  of  the-Mexican  naval 
forces. 

United  States  frigate  Constellation, 
Anchorage  off  Sacrificios,  June  23,  1837. 

Sir:  On  the  eve  of  my  departure  from  this  port 
I am  much  pleased  at  your  arrival,  as  it  affords  me 
an  opportunity  of  communicating  with  you,  and  as- 
certaining your  view’s  in  relation  to  the  operations 
of  the  naval  force  under  your  command,  as  regards 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  the  ports 
of  Mexico  and  Texas.  Being  charged  with  the 
protection  of  our  commerce  in  this  quarter,  it  be- 
comes my  duty  to  prevent,  by  all  means  in  my 
power,  any  acts  which  may  be  considered  a viola- 
tion of  the  treaty  between  Mexico  and  the  United 
States.  That  certain  articles  of  that  treaty  have 
been  infringed  by  the  late  commander  of  the  Mexi- 
can squadron,  in  the  capture  of  certain  United 
States  merchant  vessels,  cannot  admit  of  a doubt. 
Having  every  confidence  that  you  nave  no  disposi- 
tion to  do  any  thing  in  contravention  of  the  faith  of 
treaties  and  law  of  nations.  T would  ask  of  you  to 
give  me  in  writing  an  assurance  that  acts  similar  to 
those  of  which  we  have  just  reason  to  complain, 
will  not  be  repeated  by  the  vessels  of  the  squadron 
which  you  have  the  honor  to  command.  Such  an 
assurance  will  enable  me  to  give  such  instructions 
to  the  commanders  of  the  several  vessels  of  the 
squadron  under  my  command,  as  may  prevent  far- 
ther difficulty,  and  at  the  same  time  information  to 
my  government  as  to  the  pacific  intentions  of  the 
authorities  of  Mexico,  as  may  be  gratifying,  and 
lead  to  the  happiest  results.  I am,  with  much  re- 
spect, your  obedient  servant.  A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Commanding  United  States  naval  forces  in  the 
West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

To  Jose  Aldana,  esq.  com.  of  the  marine,  Vera  Cniz. 


[translation.] 

Commandancy  general  of  the  marine  department  of 
Vera  Cruz. 

My  satisfaction  has  not  been  less  than  your  ex- 
cellency’s in  consequence  of  the  lucky  accident  of 
having  been  able  to  arrive  in  time  to  show  you  per- 
sonally, as  w’ell  as  in  this  way,  the  pacific  intentions 
entertained  by  me  in  regard  to  tiie  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  in  conformity  with  the  instructions 
given  me  by  the  supreme  government  of  my  nation. 
By  them  I am  directed  to  declare  some  of  the  ports 
of  Texas  in  a state  of  actual  blockade,  giving  a 
sufficient  time  for  the  commerce  of  the  U.  States  to 
speculate  with  a knowledge  of  that  fact;  and  that, 
meanwhile,  the  treaties  between  the  two  countries 
are  to  be  observed  in  all  their  parts;  all  which  I will 
do,  because  it  seems  to  me  right,  if  not  also  for  the 
purpose  of  complying  with  the  views  of  my  govern- 
ment; which,  as  the  said  instructions  show,  are 
most  peaceable  and  just. 

My  predecessor  may  have  committed  oo'ae  faults, 
but  it  those  committed  by  the  commander  of  the 
Natchez  have  not  exceeded,  they  have,  without 
doubt,  equalled  them;  wherefore  I deem  myself 
obliged  to  state  to  you  that,  on  falling  in  with  the 
subaltern  officers  of  the  forces  under  my  command, 
I shall  give  them  more  strict  orders  not  to  deviate 
a tittle  from  the  expressed  intentions  of  my  govern- 
ment; and  I shall  further  warn  them  to  avoid  every 
cause  of  collision,  but  that,  whenever  an  occasion 
shall  arise  for  a fight,  which  I neither  hope  nor  fear, 
to  place  the  national  honor  in  an  advantageous 
light. 

I repeat  that  I have  the  best  disposition,  and  po- 
sitive orders  from  my  government  to  do  nothing 
contrary  to  good  faith,  to  treaties,  and  the  law  of 
nations;  and  that  I consequently  declare  that  acts 
similar  to  the  past  shall  not  again  occur;  and  I hope 
that  your  excellency’s  orders  to  the  commanders  of 
the  vessels  of  the  squadron  under  your  command 
may  be  such  as  you  promise  in  the  last  paragraph 
of  your  esteemed  communication,  not  doubting  that 
the  results  predicted  by  your  excellency  will  be  as 
fortunate  as  you  may  hope,  provided  that  in  our 
conduct  we  strive  for  a frank  and  faithful  character, 
and  considering  that  we  have  been  acquainted,  and 
have  held  intercourse  with  one  another,  for  many 
years  as  intimate  friends. 

I have  the  honor,  Mr.  Commodore,  to  express  to 
your  excellency  on  this  occasion,  the  considerations 
of  my  esteem  and  perfect  friendship. 

God  and  liberty! 

Vera  Cruz,  June  28,  1807. 

JOSE  DE  ALDANA. 

To  the  com  modore  of  the  United  States  squadron  on 
the  Pensacola  station. 

From  the  New  Orleans  Bee. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  polite  attention  of  ffm. 
Mervine,  esq.  commander  of  the  United  States 
sloop  of  war  Natchez,  for  a number  of  the  Vera 
Cruz  Censor  of  the  27th  of  June,  in  which  we  find 
the  following  correspondence  between  the  comman- 
der of  the  port  and  the  American  consul  resident 
there,  relative  to  the  presence  of  the  American  fleet 
off  Yera  Cruz: 

From  the  Vera  Cruz  Censor. 

We  have  the  pleasure  of  inserting  the  documents 
below,  that  have  been  communicated  to  us  relative 
to  the  arrival  of  the  North  American  fleet,  such  as 
they  have  been  sent  us  with  a request  to  publish 
them  by  the  commanding  general,  in  order  that  the 
public  curiosity  may  be  gratified. 

General  correspondence  of  the  department  of  Vera 
Cruz.  Central  board. 

The  news  that  was  circulated  in  this  city,  last 
week,  that  the  United  States  government  had  de- 
clared war  against  this  republic,  and  that,  accord- 
ingly, a fleet,  composed  of  a certain  number  of  sail, 
had  already  left  Pensacola  with  the  design  of  be- 
ginning hostilities,  has  alarmed  the  minds  of  the  in- 
i.uv.iouw  _r  *k;=  vUjr;  ami  ns  r am  ignorant  of  the 
acts  that  have  given  rise  to  this  declaration  of  war, 
I cannot  bring  myself  to  the  belief  that  the  cabinet 
at  Washington  is  capable  of  casting  under  font  the 
universal  and  invariable  principles  of  the  righ*.  of 
nations.  Besides,  in  my  conscience  I could  not 
find  in  this  intelligence  the  character  of  truth  that 
the  public  awarded  it.  But,  as  the  five  vessels  ap- 
peared last  evening  in  this  port,  and  we  saw  them 
anchor  at  Los  Sacrificos,  the  fears  increased  in  this 
vicinity,  because  this  circumstance  corroborated  in 
some  degree  the  presumptions. already  entertained; 
and  the  alarm  was  carried  so  far,  as  to  occasion  the 
meeting  of  several  groups  of  citizens,  who  asked 
for  arms  to  resist  this  aggression. 

I,  on  account  of  my  personal  belief,  could  not 
think  that  a government  could  adopt  such  an  insi- 
dious policy,  and  was  thrown  into  great  perplexity, 
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as  well  because  the  rules  of  international  law  told 
me  one  thing,  while  the  fleet  in  view  told  another. 
Fortunately,  in  the  short  views  I had  this  morning 
with  the  olficer  who  came  from  one  of  the  vessels 
of  war,  by  a simple  relation,  tile  alarming  incerti- 
tude, and  my  anterior  presumptions  were  realized. 
Notwithstanding,  in  order  to  render  an  account  to 
my  government,  of  the  visit  of  the  American  squa- 
dron to  this  port,  and  for  the  purpose  of  making 
known  the  object  that  suggested  it,  I earnestly 
trust  you  will  communicate  the  reasons  to  me, 
although  my  government  may  be  supposed  suf- 
ficiently instructed  by  the  correspondence  which 
it  has  held  with  the  commander  of  said  squa- 
dron. 

The  present  occasion  affords  me  an  opportunity 
of  renewing  the  expression  of  my  affectionate  con- 
sideration and  esteem.  God  and  liberty! 

Vera  Cruz,  2blh  June,  1S37. 

ANTONIO  DE  CASTRO. 

To  the  American  consul. 

Consulate  of  the  U.  S.  of  America,  June  25, 1S37. 

Sin:  T have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recep- 
tion of  your  letter  of  this  date,  relative  to  the  arri- 
val in  this  port  of  a portion  of  the  American  fleet 
belonging  to  the  West  India  station.  In  reply,  sir, 
permit  me  to  assure  you,  that  the  fleet  of  my  go- 
vernment under  the  command  of  commodore  Dallas, 
of  which  yon  speak,  has  come  into  this  port  with 
the  most  pacific  intentions,  and  that  the  inhabitants 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  its  presence. 

Commodore  Dallas  instructs  me  to  tell  you  that 
he  had  an  interview  at  Matamoras  with  the  milita- 
ry authorities  of  the  government  ofMexico,  in  which 
all  the  difficulties  between  the  United  States  go- 
vernment and  that  of  Mexico,  as  far  as  concerns 
their  official  capacities,  regarding  the  satisfaction  of 
the  respective  parties,  were  settled,  at  least  the  af- 
fair that  took  place  to  the  north  of  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico; and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  an  interview  with  the 
authorities  of  this  place  will  lead  to  the  same  satis- 
factory result.  He  likewise  instructs  me  to  inform 
you,  that  being  at  present  in  my  house,  he  would 
be  extremely  happy  to  see  you  at  such  time  as  may 
suit  your  convenience,  anticipating  that  his  second 
in  command,  captain  Mix,  will  wait  on  you  with 
his  compliments  to-morrow.  With  expressions  of 
my  high  consideration  and  respect,  I have  the  ho- 
nor to  remain,  your  most  humble  servant, 

M.  BURROUGHS. 

To  his  exe.  the  com.  general  of  Vera  Cruz. 

A true  copy  of  the  translation  of  the  original. 

JOSE  ANTONIO  GUZMAN,  secretary. 

Fngate  of  the  United  States,  the  Constitution, 
-Anchorage  off  the  Sacrificios,  2SthJune,  33.37. 

Sir:  During  the  interview  I had  the  pleasure  of 
holding  with  you  last  evening,  I submitted  to  your 
consideration  the  communication  addressed  to  me 
by  general  Felisola,  commanding  the  army  of  the 
north,  by  which  he  disapproves  the  conduct  of  him 
who  lately  had  the  command  of  the  Mexican  fleet, 
for  capturing  the  American  merchantmen,  the  Loui- 
siana, Champion  and  Julius  Cffisar,  which  he  attri- 
butes to  the  ignorance  or  want  of  intcdligenee  of 
the  commander,  and  that  his  conduct  on  that  occa- 
sion has  been  disapproved  cf  bv  his  government, 
and  that  for  the  future,  no  similar  act  would  be 
committed  by  the  said  fleet. 

You  have,  sir,  given  me  to  understand  that  your 
views  accord  with  those  expressed  by  general  Feli- 
sola, and  this  induces  me  to  beg  yon  to  give  me  by 
writing  the  assurance  that  a similar  proceeding  will 
not  be  renewed  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  squa- 
dron. Such  an  assurance  will  doubtless  be  agree- 
able to  my  government,  and  will,  at  the  same  time, 
authorise  me  to  give  such  instructions  to  the  offi- 
cers under  my  command  as  will  prevent  new  colli- 
sions and  difficulties  from  taking  place.  I hope, 
sir.  you  will  appreciate  the  motive  that  induces  me 
to  request  this  assurance  from  you,  and  wmen 
alone  is  designed  to  prevent,  if  possible,  any  fur- 
ther interruption  of  the  friendly  relations  existing 
between  Mexico  and  the  United  States.  Be  per- 
suaded, sir,  that  if  the  Mexican  fleet  persist  in  vio- 
lating our  treaties  by  capturing  some  of  the  Ameri- 
can vessels  engaged  in  commerce,  while  pursuing 
a legitimate  trade,  my  duty  as  commander  of  the 
American  squadron,  and  as  charged  with  protecting 
the  commerce  of  my  nation,  will  constrain  me  to 
resort  to  more  efficacious  means  to  take  away  the 
power  from  the  Mexican  fleet  of  committing  simi- 
lar aggressions.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with 
all  consideration  and  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  A.  J.  DALLAS, 

Commander  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  U.  States  sta- 
tioned off  the  West  Indies  and.  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

A copy  of  the  original  translation. 

JOSE  ANTONIO  GULMAN,  semtary. 


General  commandancy  of  the  department  of  Vera 
Cruz.  Central  board. 

Replying  to  the  communication  that  I received 
from  you  to-day,  in  which  you  ask  me  to  give  you 
in  writing  the  assurance  that  the  acts  committed  by 
the  Mexican  fleet  will  not  again  be  renewed,  and 
which  induced  you  to  form  the  impression  that  I 
coincided  with  the  views  exercised  by  his  excellen- 
cy general  Felisola,  as  expressed  in  the  note  you 
had  the  kindness  to  submit  to  me  in  the  afternoon, 
I answer  as  follows: 


Dyewoods,  per  ton,  50  0 50 

Silver,  in  every  form,  2 per  ct. 

Bark,  per  lb.  £ 0 $ 

Tobacco,  in  leaf,  (best),  prlb.  1 0 

All  other  kinds  tobacco,  “ £ 0 

Mares,  each,  300  500 

Sarsaparilla,  per  quintal,  25  25 

The  above  duties  are  payable  in  cash,  (export 
duty  of  1834),  allowance  for  tare  is  12  per  cent,  on 
indigo  packed  in  skins,  and  2 lbs.  per  bag  of  either 
coffee  or  cocoa. 
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800 

50 


My  sentiments  conform  entirely  with  those  of  all 
legitimate  authority,  that  not  only  reprove,  but 
which  seem  to  violate  the  rights  of  men,  and  estab- 
lish conventions,  consecrated  in  the  treaties  be- 
tween nations,  and  which  secure  harmony  and  be- 
sides the  relations  that  reciprocal  interests  estab- 
lish. But  these  sentiments,  with  such  persons  who 
deem  it  just  to  deviate  from  the  principles  that 
take  for  pretext  unjust  aggressions,  when  ascertain- 
ed, weigh  but  a feather  in  the  scale  of  impartiality 
and  good  faith.  If  it  be  under  these  principles 
that  this  writing  was  prompted,  and  which  operat- 
ed upon  general  Felisola  in  this  matter  under  consi- 
deration, then,  I am  bound  to  assure  you,  that  they 
are  also  mine. 

Unfortunately,  it  is  of  frequent  occurrence,  that 
the  subaltern  agents  of  governments  commit  errors, 
or  if  you  will,  crimes,  that  was  neither  in  its  inten- 
tion or  morality  to  order,  but  which  is  still  less 
within  its  power  to  avoid;  and  you  are  not  igno- 
rant, that  probity  and  circumspection  are  not  the 
attributes  of  all  men;  therefore  in  certain  treaties, 
in  order  to  provide  for  this  case,  the  effects  of  bad 
proceedings  are  restrained  by  a partial  reparation; 
and  it  is  only  then,  that  the  responsibility  falls  upon 
the  person  or  persons  who  have  committed  the  of- 
fence or  misdemeanor;  but  this  does  not  extend  to 
the  essence  of  treaties.  If  it  were  otherwise,  the 
slightest  contestation  of  different  origin  between 
two  persons  would  give  rise  to  eternal  ruptures, 
and  convert  the  whole  world  into  one  vast  battle 
field. 

According  to  this  sentiment,  who  would  be  com- 
petent to  give  you  the  assurance  of  which  you  ask? 
Assuredly  no  one!  Yet,  supposing  for  a moment 
that  one  might  be  given,  I think  neither  Mr. 
sola  nor  myself  possess  competent  authority  to  ex- 
pedite a document  of  that  nature,  which,  according 
to  the  legislation  of  our  country,  is  reserved  to  the 
supreme  power,  in  whom  alone  resides  the  faculty 
of  regulating  negociations  of  such  importance  as 
generally  occupy  a place  in  the  treaties. 

But,  nevertheless,  you  may  be  perfectly  convinc- 
ed, that,  as  far  as  lays  within  my  power,  I shall 
use  my  exertions  that  the  Mexican  navy  avoid  giv- 
ing cause  for  disagreement;  for  the  spirit  of  my  go- 
vernment is  certainly  disposed  to  maintain  peaceful 
and  friendly  relations  with  all  the  governments  of 
the  world,  if  it  be  possible,  at  the  expense  of  every 
sacrifice  which  does  not  compromit  honor. 

It  is  thus  I have  the  honor  to  answer  your  note 
above  alluded  to,  and  assure  you  of  my  distinguish- 
ed consideration  and  esteem.  God  and  liberty! 

Vera  Cruz,  2 6th  June,  1837. 

ANTONIO  DE  CASTRO. 

To  the  commander  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States  of  the  north. 

A true  copy  from  the  original. 

JOSE  ANTONIO  GUZMAN,  secretary. 


REPUBLIC  OF  VENEZUELA— OFFICIAL. 
Department  of  slate,  Washington,  July  21, 1837. 
The  following  is  a translation  of  a new  decree 
for  export  duty  which  will  be  levied  on  all  vessels 
entering  the  ports  of  Venezuela  from  and  after  the 
1st  of  July,  1837,  dated  the  13th  of  May  last,  and 
transmitted  to  the  department  of  state  by  the  Unit- 
ed States  consul  at  La  Guayra: 

New  tariff  of  duties,  which,  from,  and  after  the  1st  of 
July  next,  must  be  paid  in  all  the  ports  of  Venezue- 
la, according  to  tariff  of  1 fith  of  May,  1836,  and 
the  new  decree  of  13 th  of  May,  1837,  for  a subsi- 
diary contribution,  to  wit: 

Tariff.  Subsidiary.  Total. 


Cotton  will  pay,  per  quintal, 

0 

60  cts. 

60  cts. 

Indigo  “ per  lb. 

1 

4 

5 

Asses  “ per  head, 

150 

0 

150 

Horses  “ “ 

300 

500 

830 

Cocoa  “ per  quintal, 

70 

5 

75 

Coffee  “ “ 

30 

30 

60 

Raw  hides  “ each 

18 

7 

25 

All  other  skins,  (raw),  each, 
Horned  cattle,  (cows,  oxen, 

1 

i 

H 

&c.)  each 

75 

150 

225 

Copper  ore,  per  quintal, 

25 

15 

40 

Mules,  per  head. 

Gold,  in  any  and  every  form, 
2 per  cent. 

400 

200 

600 

By  a decree  bearing  date  of  5th  May,  1837,  all 
vessels  in  ballast  entering  the  Orinoco  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exporting  oxen,  &c.  are  released  from  the 
necessity  of  proceeding  up  to  Angostura  for  a clear- 
ance. 

Decree  exempting  vessels  that  may  enter  the  Orinoco 
in  ballast,  from  going  up  to  -Angostura. 

The  senate  and  houst  of  representatives  of  the 
republic  of  Venezuela,  in  congress  assembled: 
Having  seen  the  communications  of  the  execu- 
tive power,  dated  the  15th  of  March,  5th  and  17th 
of  April  last,  soliciting  a legislative  measure,  ex- 
empting vessels  that  may  enter  the  Orinoco  in  bal- 
last, for  the  purpose  of  exporting  cattle,  from  going 
up  to  Angostura  to  be  cleared,  on  account  of  the 
expense  which  this  custom  imposes  on  the  specu- 
lators, and  the  damage  which  the  industry  of  the 
country  thereby  suffers— 

IT  IS  DECREED. 

Art  1.  Vessels  that  may  enter  the  Orinoco  in 
ballast,  for  the  purpose  of  exporting  cattle  to  fo- 
reign parts,  are  exempted  from  going  to  the  port  of 
Angostura  to  be  cleared,  and  their  agents  are  autho- 
rised to  take  the  register  and  navigation  papers,  and 
pay  at  that  principal  custom  house  the  duties  in- 
curred. 

Art.  2.  The  executive  power  will  make  suitable 
provision  for  preventing  such  frauds  as  may  be 
committed  under  the  cloak  of  this  measure,  and 
will  report  its  proceedings  to  congress  at  the  next 
session.  The  executive  power  shall  also  suspend 
the  effects  of  this  decree,  whenever  it  may  deem  it 
not  conducive  to  the  national  interests. 

Given  at  Caracas,  4th  May,  1837,  the  8th  year  of 
the  law,  and  27th  of  the  independence. 

JUAN  MANUEL  CAGIGAL, 

President  of  the  senate. 

FRANCISCO  ARANDA, 
President  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

J.  A.  FREYRE, 

Secretary  of  the  senate. 

J.  A.  PEREZ, 

Deputy  secretary  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
Caracas,  May  5,  1837,  8tb  year  of  the  law,  and 
27th  of  the  independence.  Let  it  be  executed. 

CARLOS  SOUBLETTE, 

By  the  vice  president  of  the  republic,  charged  with 
the  executive  power. 

SANTOS  MICHELENA, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 


PERU-BOLIVIAN  CONFEDERATION. 
The  subjoined  documents  relating  to  the  recogni- 
tion of  James  B.  Thornton,  our  charge  d'affaires 
near  the  government  of  Peru,  are  taken  from  the 
Lima  Eco  del  Norte  of  the  19th  April,  1837: 
General  secretaryship  of  his  excellency,  the  supreme 
protector: 

To  the  honorable  secretary  general  of  the  supreme 
protector,  charged  with  the  direction  of  the  fo- 
reign relations  of  the  Peru-Bolivian  confedera- 
tion: 

Sir:  Having  been  appointed  by  the  president  of 
the  United  States  charge  d’affaires  near  the  govern- 
ment of  the  republic  of  Peru,  and  having  arrived  at 
Lima  with  the  object  of  entering  upon  the  duties  of 
that  office;  being  informed  by  the  resident  authori- 
ties, and  by  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Larked,  that  my 
credentials  are  to  be  sent  to  this  department,  I take 
the  liberty  of  inclosing  them,  hoping  that  measures 
may  be  taken  to  accredit  me  as  charge  d’affaires 
from  the  United  States  near  this  government,  or 
that  I may  be  informed  of  any  other  step  necessary 
to  be  taken,  and  that  the  time,  manner  and  place 
may  be  indicated  to  me,  that  I may  be  permitted 
to  produce  other  credentials  in  my  possession,  if 
necessary. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  sentiments  of 
high  consideration  and  esteem,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, JAMES  B.  THORNTON. 

Lima,  Feb.  7,  1837. 

To  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  the  republic 
of  Peru. 

Sir:  The  president  of  the  United  States,  having 
though  fit  to  appoint  James  B.  Thorntox  charge 
d’affaires  near  the  government  of  the  republic  "of 
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Peru,  I have  the  honor  to  announce  this  appoint- 
ment to  your  excellency,  asking  that  1'ull  credit  may 
he  given  to  his  representations.  You  are  aware  of 
the  interest  taken  by  our  republic  in  the  well  being 
and  success  of  the  republic  of  Peru,  our  strong  de- 
sire to  cultivate  and  deserve  its  friendship,  by  all 
the  good  offices  that  may  add  to  its  prosperity,  and 
my  zeal  in  promoting  these  objects  in  any  thing 
that  relates  to  my  situation.  I doubt  not  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton will  deserve  by  his  conduct  the  confidence  of 
your  excellency;  and  I avail  myself  of  this  opportu- 
nity of  presenting  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  high 
and  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Department  of  state , Washington,  July  21,  1836. 

Peru- Bolivian  confederation, 

Ministry  of  foreign  relations, 

P rotecloral  palace , March  16,  1837. 

The  undersigned,  general  secretary  of  his  excel- 
lency the  preside  it  of  the  republic  of  Bolivia,  su- 
preme protector  of  the  north  and  south  Peruvian 
stales,  charged  with  the  foreign  relations  of  the 
thr-e  states,  nas  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  note 
of  James  13.  Thornton,  of  the  date  of  the  16th  of 
February,  m which  he  is  pleased  to  communicate, 
that  (laving  been  appointed  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States  charge  d’affaires  at  the  government 
of  Peru,  and  having  arrived  at  the  city  of  Lima, 
with  the  object  of  entering  upon  the  exercise  of  his 
official  functions,  he  was  informed  that  his  creden- 
tials were  to  be  transmitted  to  this  department;  that 
he  transmitted  them  accordingly,  (where  they  have 
been  received),  with  the  view  of  taking  such  mea- 
sures as  may  place  him  in  a situation  to  represent 
his  government  near  that  of  the  states  composing 
the  Peru-Bolivian  confederation,  and  asking  at  the 
same  time  that  the  time,  manner  and  place  in 
which  such  credentials  should  he  presented  may  be 
designated. 

The  undersigned  has  been  directed  to  inform  Mr. 
Thornton,  that  under  date  of  to-day,  a decree  has 
been  published,  in  which  he  is  recognised  charge 
d’affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America,  near  the 
protectoral  government,  that  he  will  be  protected 
in  the  prerogatives  that  belong  to  his  office,  and 
that  he  will  receive  a public  audience,  in  his  official 
character,  with  the  ceremonies  customary  on  such 
occasions. 

The  undersigned  takes  the  liberty  of  requesting 
Mr.  Thornton  to  transmit  the  annexed  document 
to  the  secretary  of  foreign  relations  of  the  United 
States. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  of  presenting  to 
the  charge  d’affaires  the  expression  of  his  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

In  the  absence  of  the  secretary  general: 

JOSE  MANUEL  LOZA. 

To  the  charge  d’affaires  of  the  U.  S.  of  America. 

Department  of  foreign  relations, 
Protectoral  palace,  March  16,  1837. 

The  undersigned,  secretary  general  of  his  excel- 
lency the  president  of  Boliva,  supreme  protector  of 
the  states  of  North  and  South  Peru,  charged  with 
the  direction  or  the  foreign  relations  of  the  three 
states  forming  the  Peru-Bolivian  confederation,  has 
had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  attentive  communi- 
cation of  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  the  re- 
public of  the  United  States,  under  date  of  the  21st 
of  July,  in  which  he  is  pleased  to  communicate 
that  the  president  of  the  said  republic  has  appoint- 
ed Mr.  James  B.  Thornton  charge  d’affaires  near 
the  government  of  the  republic  of  Peru;  at  the 
same  time  giving  him  necessary  credentials  for  the 
exercise  of  the  functions  belonging  to  his  office; 
and  adding  the  expression  of  the  sincere  interest 
entertained  by  the  republic  of  the  United  States  to- 
wards that  of  Peru,  and  the  desire  of  cultivating 
her  friendship,  and  of  deserving  it  by  all  the  good 
offices  that  may  advance  her  interests. 

The  minister  of  state  must  be  aware  of  the  alte- 
rations which  the  ancient  republic  of  Peru  has  un- 
dergone, now  divided  by  the  unanimous  consent  of 
its  people  and  by  the  solemn  vote  of  its  legislative 
assemblies,  into  two  states,  which  form  a confede- 
rated nation  with  tile  republic  of  Bolivia.  As  a 
consequence  of  this  change,  the  president  of  Boli- 
via, charged  with  the  executive  power  over  the 
states  into  which  Peru  was  divided,  having  ap- 
pointed proper  persons  for  the  exercise  of  adminis- 
trative functions  during  his  absence,  has  reserved 
to  himself  the  direction  of  the  foreign  relations  of 
the  three  states  which  recognize  him  as  chief;  and, 
being  now  absent  from  Peru,  has  ordered  the  presi- 
dent of  the  council  of  the  government  of  Lima  (in 
which  capital  Mr.  Thornton  was  presented),  to  re- 
ceive him  in  his  official  character,  at  the  same  time 
issuing  a decree  in  which  he  is  recognized  as 
charge  d’affaires  from  the  United  States  of  America 


near  the  slates  which  compose  the  Peru-Boli- 
vian confederation,  securing  to  him  ail  the  preroga- 
tives which  belong  to  his  official  character. 

His  excellency  has,  at  the  same  time,  directed 
the  undersigned  to  express  to  his  excellency  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  his  gratification  for 
the  lively  interest  taken  by  him  in’the  fortunes  of 
this  country,  whose  good  and  friendly  relations 
with  the  illustrious  people  of  North  America  he 
has  endeavored,  arid  will  endeavor,  to  cultivate,  as 
has  been  recently  shown  by  the  treaty  concluded  be- 
tween the  two  governments  on  the  invitation  of  the 
accredited  agent  of  the  United  States. 

His  excellency  pays  a sacred  debt,  in  acknow- 
ledging, in  an  authentic  form,  to  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  that  Samuel  Larned,  the  last 
charge  (’’'affaires  near  the  government  of  Peru,  has 
fulfilled,  with  the  most  laudable  ability,  the  func- 
tions with  which  he  has  been  invested  and  that  he 
carries  with  him,  on  his  return  to  the  country  of 
his  birth,  the  strongest  esteem  and  the  most  sincere 
affection  of  the  government,  and  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  confederation. 

The  undersigned  hopes  that  the  minister  address- 
ed will  make  known  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States  this  testimonial  of  the  friendship  and  grati- 
tude which  Mr.  Larned  has  secured  to  himself  in 
the  discharge  of  iiis  duties. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  salute  the 
minister  of  foreign  relations  with  the  highest  consi- 
derations of  his  esteem. 

In  the  absence  of  the  secretary  general: 

JOSE  MANUEL  LOZA. 

Palace  of  the  government,  March  16,  1837. 

James  B.  Thornton,  having  been  presented  to 
the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  and  accredited 
as  charge  d’affaires  from  his  government  near  the 
republic  of  Peru,  and  since  his  appointment  the 
form  of  government  of  this  state  having  been  alter- 
ed, the  foreign  relations  of  which,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  republic  of  Bolivia  and  of  the  state  of  South 
Peru,  are  under  the  direction  of  his  excellency  the 
president  of  Bolivia,  supreme  protector  of  the  states 
of  north  and  south  Peru,  his  excellency  has  re- 
solved that  the  above  named  James  B.  Thornton 
be  received  and  recognized  as  charge  d’affaires  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States  near  the  states 
which  compose  the  Peru-Bolivian  confederacy,  and 
that  as  such,  all  the  prerogatives  that  appertain  to 
his  situation  be  conceded  and  secured  to  him. 

In  the  absence  of  the  secretary  general: 

JOSE  MANUEL  LOZA. 

Protectoral  palace  of  Ayacucho,  March  26,  1837. 

His  excellency  the  supreme  protector  of  the 
states  of  north  and  south  Peru,  charged  with  the  di- 
rection of  the  foreign  relations  of  the  confederation 
of  the  Peru-Bolivian  states,  has  resolved,  that  the 
term  of  eight  months  granted  to  vessels  coming 
from  the  ports  of  the  United  States  as  a protection 
from  being  considered  contraband  to  such  of  them 
as  within  the  said  period  may  present  themselves 
at  the  ports  of  the  confederation,  after  having  touch- 
ed at  those  of  Chili,  be  extended  to  ten  months, 
has  been  extended  to  vessels  from  the  ports  of 
Asia,  Africa  and  Europe,  during  the  present  war. 

In  the  absence  of  the  secretary  general: 

JOSE  MANUEL  LOZA. 


REPLY  OF  JUDGE  WPIITE  TO  GENERAL 
JACKSON. 

From  the  Knoxville  Register  of  July  12. 

TO  THE  FREEMEN  OF  TENNESSEE. 

Fellow  citizens:  A recent  production,  over 
the  name  of  the  late  chief  magistrate  of  the  United 
States,  now  going  the  rounds  in  our  newspapers, 
imposes  on  me  the  duty  of  addressing  you.  We 
live  in  strange  times.  At  peace  with  all  the 
world,  a handful  of  savages  excepted;  a few 
months  ago,  apparently  prosperous  tu  uu  exleiu 
almost  unexampled,  with  funds  in  the  treasury  so 
far  beyond  the  economical  wants  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment, that  statesmen  were  perplexed  to  know 
how  to  dispose  of  them.  Now,  our  commerce  de- 
stroyed, our  merchants  in  every  direction  ruined 
and  breaking;  the  crops  of  our  planters  without  a 
market,  and  they  in  debt,  without  any  means  with 
which  to  make  payment;  specie  payments  suspend- 
ed by  our  banks,  and  their  notes  depreciated;  and 
the  government  itself  placed  in  such  a situation,  as 
to  its  moneyed  concerns,  that  it  cannot  move; 
hardly  a dollar  can  be  collected  or  paid  out  without 
a violation  of  our  acts  of  congress.  What  has 
caused  these  misfortunes,  is  a question  of  grave 
and  solemn  import.  It  is  one,  in  relation  to  which, 
every  man  is  colled  on  to  form  an  opinion,  and  a 
free  expression  of  opinions  sincerely  entertained, 
may,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  lead  to  some  suitable  re- 
medy. 


For  myself,  I cannot  doubt  but  the  specie  circu- 
lar, as  it  is  called,  which  issued  in  July  last,  and 
the  mode  adopted  to  transfer  to  the  respective 
states  their  proportions  of  our  surplus  treasure, 
were  the  immediate  causes. 

I have  ever  believed  that  circular  less  justifiable 
than  any  act  of  our  federal  executive.  It  under- 
takes to  legislate  for  the  people  of  the  United 
States  by  the  sole  power  of  the  president.  It  makes 
distinctions  between  different  classes  of  our  citizens, 
which  I doubt  whether  congress,  with  the  aid  of 
the  president  would  have  the  power  to  make;  and 
1 feel  confident,  if  they  had  the . power  they  dare 
not  exercise  it. 

Independently  of  the  president  having  no  power 
to  cause  sue!)  an  order  to  be  issued,  its  provisions 
were  unwise,  unjust,  and  calculated  to  produce  the 
very  state  of  things  which  now  exists.  From  the 
time  I first  read  it,  I have  ever  most  firmly  believed 
the  true  reasons  which  gave  rise  to  it  were  not 
avowed  hv  its  authors.  It  bears  date  in  July,  a 
few  days  after  the  rise  of  a congress  at  which  an 
act  had  passed  directing  a portion  of  the  surplus 
revenue  to  be  deposited  with  the  states.  This  act 
was  very  offensive  to  the  president,  although  he 
gave  it  his  signature.  One  object,  then,  of  this 
circular  was,  to  lessen  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
so  that  there  might  be  little  or  nothing  to  divide  on 
the  first  day  of  January  and  afterwards. 

A presidential  election  was  then  pending  and  the 
incumbent  was  using  his  influence  in  favor  of  one 
of  the  candidates,  and  it  was  believed  the  permis- 
sion to  the  people  of  the  new  states  to  pay  for  their 
lands  in  bank  votes  till  after  the  presidential  elec- 
tion, would  influence  their  votes  in  favor  of  his 
candidate,  and  a still  more  important  object  was, 
to  produce  such  a run  upon  all  banks  as  would 
compel  them  to  suspend  specie  payment.  Every 
holder  of  a bank  note  is  told  in  substance,  that  it  is 
doubtful  whether  his  note  is  good,  that  the  hanks 
had  overtraded  themselves  and  would  probably  he 
unable  to  pay  their  debts.  This  idea  is  advanced 
by  the  president  of  the  United  Slates,  in  whom  the 
people  had  unbounded  confidence,  and  who  from 
bis  official  station  had  a right  to  know  the  funds  and 
condition  of  each  of  (he  deposite  banks.  Nothing  - 
could  have  been  better  calculated  to  produce  a run 
upon  the  banks  than  such  a statement  from  such  a 
source.  In  addition  to  this  destruction  of  their 
credit,  all  those  who  held  notes  and  did  not  reside 
in  the  state  where  they  might  wish  to  purchase 
lands  must  necessarily  call  for  specie  from  the 
banks,  as  nothing  else  would  be  received  at  the 
land  offices. 

This  attack  on  the  credit  of  the  banks  and  the 
runs  either  made  or  expected,  compelled  them  not 
only  tq  withhold  the  usual  accommodations  from 
merchants,  but  to  exact  payment  for  debts  already 
contracted.  Thus  merchants  must  probably  fail 
first  and  then  the  banks  must  surely  follow,  shortly 
afterwards. 

But  if  the  circular  itself  was  not  sufficient  to  de- 
stroy the  credit  of  the  hanks,  the  mode  proposed 
for  transferring  the  funds  to  the  respective  states 
was  well  calculated  to  give  it  the  final  blow.  The 
specie  was  to  be  drawn  from  the  deposite  banks, 
to  be  placed  in  the  state  treasury.  Could  any  plan 
have  been  devised  better-  calculated  to  alarm  the 
banks  and  society?  Beside,,  no  conceivable  benefit 
could  result  to  the  states  from  such  an  operation. — 
If  each  state  had  been  furnished  with  drafts  upon 
banks  in  proper  sections  of  the  union,  upon  these 
drafts  they  could  have  received  their  moneys  at 
home,  and  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  country 
been  essentially  benefitted,  without  incommoding 
in  any  degree  any  of  the  banks. 

I have  no  doubt  the  banks  had  extended  their 
discounts  too  far  in  many  instances,  and  it  may 
likewise  be  true  that  merchants  had  overtraded; 
but  I have  no  doubt  the  great  error  in  some  of  the 
banks  consisted  in  making  extravagant  loans,  to 
companies  of  land  purchasers,  at  our  public  sales, 
and  oi  Indian  reservations.  This  prevented  in 
many  instances  the  usual  accommodations  to  mer- 
chants, and  enabled  the  friends  and  favorites  of  the 
administration  to  monopolize  immense  bodies  of 
our  most  valuable  lands,  at  the  minimum  price. — 
No  attempt  that  we  know  of  was  made  to  check  the 
deposite  banks  in  this  course,  until  the  desired  pur- 
chases were  completed,  and  the  political  views  of 
the  party  were  accomplished.  They  were  lauded , 
and  society  was  taught  to  believe  the  wise  measures 
of  tlie  executive  would  presently  give  us  all  wealth 
to  our  hearts’  content.  Thus  then  the  banks  were 
first  encouraged  in  their  imprudence,  and  when  the 
proper  time  arrived,  those  who  had  used  them  for 
pecuniary  and  electioneeing  purposes,  caused  the 
treasury  order  to  be  issued,  and  followed  up  by  the 
worse  than  useless  mode  of  transferring  the  public 
moneys,  and  by  these  means  have  caused  the  dis- 
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asters  to  the  merchants,  and  the  suspension  of  spe- 
cie payments,  to  the  great  discredit  of  the  banks 
and  loss  of  every  portion  of  the  community. 

1 will  be  asked  why  1 believe  the  administration 
wished  to  compel  the  banks  to  suspend  specie  pay- 
ments. 

I will  answer  the  question  in  all  sincerity;  be- 
cause I believe  general  Jackson  now  wishes  a bank 
of  the  United  States  founded  upon  ihe  moneys  of  the 
United  Mates,  and  attached  to  the  treasury  depart- 
ment. 

We  all  know  that  in  more  than  one  of  his  mes- 
sages he  recommended  such  a bank,  and  I know 
that  in  1S29  he  wished  Mr.  Grundy  elected  to  the 
senat*,  in  preference  to  judge  W.  Id.  Anderson,  be- 
cause he  believed  Mr.  Grundy  could  better  aid  in 
making  up  a party  in  congress  to  establish  such  a 
bank. 

His  object  when  he  came  into  the  presidency  was 
to  have  such  a bank;  nothing  was  said  by  him  re- 
commending it  after  Mr.  McDuffie’s  report.  In 
common  with  others,  I believe  he  had  despaired  of 
it  after  that  report,  until  I read  the  treasury  circu- 
lar, and  from  that  time  I have  believed  it  was  an 
object  that  he  had  never  lost  sight  of,  and  that  he 
and  his  advisers  have  put  into  operation  a series  of 
measures,  disastrous  to  the  country  at  large  and 
ruinous  to  many  individuals,  in  order  to  prepare  the 
public  mind  for  such  a bank. 

The  president  has  repeatedly-said,  that  unless  the 
successor  designated  by  himself  was  elected,  the 
great  measures  of  his  administration  would  not  be 
carried  out,  and  if  they  were  not  carried  out,  the 
great  value  of  all  he  had  done  would  be  lost. 

What  great  measure  is  yet  to  be  carried  out?  I 
answer,  the  making  a treasury  bank.  How  was  the 
public  mind  to  be  prepared  tor  such  an  institution? 
By  the  eery  means  he  has  employed.  The  United 
States’  bank  must  first  be  put  down,  because  while 
it  lasted  there  could  be  no  use  for  a treasury  bank, 
and  in  the  second  place,  it  must  be  proved  by  actual 
experiment,  that  the  state  banks  cannot  do  the  fis- 
cal business  of  the  government,  and  give  society  a 
sound  currency.  Now,  whenever  the  banks  refuse 
to  p..y  in  specie  the  government  deposites,  and  de- 
cline paying  specie  generally,  w hat  is  the  argu- 
ment? It  is,  that  we  have  tried  a bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  by  incorporating  individuals,  and  find  that 
it  will  nut  answer,  because  it  will  soon  have  so 
much  power  that  it  will  control  the  government  it- 
self. We  have  made  an  experiment  with  the  state 
banks,  and  find  they  cannot  do  our  fiscal  business, 
nor  can  they  give  us  a sound  currency;  therefore, 
there  is  no  alternative,  but  to  created  bank  of  our 
own,  upon  our  funds,  and  which  will  always  be'sub- 
ject  to  our  control- 

Every  circumstance  which  is  now  transpiring, 
connected  with  this  subject,  confirms  me  in  the  opi- 
nion which  T have  expressed. 

1.  The  tenacity  with  which  any  deposite  with  tjje 
states  is  resisted. 

2.  Tlie  manner  in  which  the  illegal  treasury  cir- 
cular is  adhered  to,  although  the  decisive  opinion 
of  congress  and  of  society  is  know  n to  be  opposed 
to  it. 

3.  Mr.  Cambreleng’s  letter  in  New  York,  in 
which  he  is  opposed  to  giving  the  banks  any  indul- 
gence. 

4.  The  loyalists  in  this  state  and  others,  candi- 
dates for  congress,  ore  said  to  be  advocating  it. 

5.  The  Globe  has  ventured  to  broach  the  subject 
likewis  ■. 

6.  A pamphlet,  purposing  to  be  written  in  Great 
Britain,  which  is  now  in  circulation,  recommend- 
ing such  a bank. 

While  the  people  at  large  are  lamenting  the  seri- 
ous misfortunes  which  have  befallen  the  country, 
the  president  is,  as  t believe,  f licitating  himself 
that  the  time  is  rapidly  approaching,  when  one  of 
his  gr  • r.  unfinished  measures,  is  to  be  accomplish- 
ed nn  ler  the  inanag  m lit  of  : is  succs  sor. 

In  ail  this  1 e may  he  very  honest;  he  may  con- 
scientiously b-li  ve,  that  nwr  highest  interests  will 
b°  promoted  by  it — that  ve  can  he  secured  in  a 
sound  currency — have  our  fismt  eoncor  writ 
nag“d — and  above  all,  that  the  great  democratic 
party  w ill  thi  s be  enabled  always  to  retain  the  poli- 
tic. i power  it  now  possess  s Those  engaged  in 
speculations  in  public  lands,  who  are  debtors  of  the 
banks,  must  be  delighted  with  the  present  state  of 
things.  Specie  payments  are  suspended;  lids  will 
enable  the  banks  to  give  them  longer  indulgence; 
the  notes  have  depreciated,  and  will  continue  to  de- 
preciate, and  they  w ill  pr  sently  he  able  to  pur- 
chase, at  a "real  discount,  notes  enough  to  discharge 
th^ir  debts,  and  thus  realize  the  speculations  which 
they  anticipated. 

Bv?  general  .T irV'-'i  s- vs.  I r snbstanca,  that  T ad- 
vised th°  ido  depi  from  the  b 

the  U.  Slates,  and  t'  at  ray  only  complaint  against 
his  conduct  was,  that  the  removal  was  not  made 


soon  enough,  &c.  He  has  expressed  himself  too 
loosely  upon  this  subject,  to  give  to  the  public  a 
correct  idea  of  the  part  I took  in  this  matter. 

He  never  had  a personal  conversation  with  me  on 
tlie  subject  of  removing  the  deposites  from  the  bank 
of  the  U.  States.  He  never  consulted  me  by  letter, 
or  otherwise,  but  once,  and  that  was  by  letter  bear- 
ing date  the  24th  day  of  March,  1833.  In  answ-er 
to  which  I gave  him  my  opinion  in  the  following 
words,  under  date  of  April  1 1th,  1S33: 

“T  this  inquiry  I answer,  we  ought  not  only  lo 
do  that  which  is  for  the  public  interest,  but  we 
should  do  it  under  circumstances  which  will  enable 
us  to  satisfy  the  people  whose  business  we  transact, 
that  the  change  was  necessary  to  promote  their  in- 
terest. 

“When  the  bank  of  the  United  States  failed  to 
obey  the  directions  of  the  government  in  paying  oh 
its  debt  and  negotiated  w ith  the  creditors  for  indul- 
gence, I think  tlie  deposites  ought  to  have  been  im- 
mediately withdrawn,  and  every  federal  officer  in- 
structed not  to  receive  any  of  those  small  drafts  or 
checks,  now  used  as  substitutes  of  five,  ten  and 
twenty  dollar  notes.  Public  opinion  I have  no 
doubt  would  then  have  sustained  the  executive  in 
such  a course;  but  the  government,  from  motives 
which  all  ought  to  approve,  wished  to  be  certain  of 
the  insolvency  of  the  bank  before  it  withdrew  the 
public  deposites,  therefore  appointed  an  agent  to 
examine  and  report  ils  condition.  That  n port  is 
before  the  world,  and  is  as  flattering  as  the  bank 
could  wish,  as  to  its  insolvency.  Since  then  the 
matter  lias  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  congress, 
a committee  has  been  created  by  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, and  a majority  of  that  committee  has 
made  a report  most  favorable  to  the  hank.  The 
minority  of  the  committee  has  also  submitted  its 
view  s of  the  solvency  and  management  of  the  bank, 
in  such  terms  as  if  it  stood  alone,  would  create  a 
well-founded  belief,  that  tlie  public  money  was  un- 
safe where  now  deposited.  But  the  question  oc- 
curs, what  opinion  will  society  form  from  these  do- 
cuments, taking  them  altogether?  The  opinion  of 
the  confidential  agent  of  the  treasury,  and  that  of  a 
majority  of  the  committee  one  w ay,  and  that  of  the 
minority  of  the  committee  the  other,  places  the 
question  of  the  solvency  of  the  bank,  in  such  an  at- 
titude before  the  public,  that  I do  not  believe  the 
executive  would  act  wisely  in  ordering  a withdrawal 
of  the  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  placing  them  in  state  banks  at  this  time.  Pub- 
lic opinion  will,  in  my  judgment,  best  sustain  the 
executive  in  permitting  them  to  remain  with  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  until  its  charter  expires, 
or  some  future  developemeht  shall  shew'  that  the 
bank  is  so  managing  its  concerns  as  to  make  it  ne- 
cessary to  the  public  interest  that  the  public  money 
should  be  withdrawn  from  the  power  and  control  of 
the  bank.” 

During  the  session  of  congress  next  succeeding 
the  removal,  upon  a question  whether  a bill  might 
be  introduced  to  prolong  the  charter  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  I took  oocasion  to  express  my 
opinions  as  to  the  power  of  the  president  to  cause 
the  removal;  and  against  the  restoration  of  tlie  depo- 
f:>s  to  the  bank;  but  as  to  the  wisdom  or  policy  of 
the  removal  at  the  time  it  took  place,  the  preceding 
autumn,  I explicitly  stated  that,  as  a question  upon 
which  the  best  friends  of  the  president  might  well 
differ  in  opinion. 

I was  then,  as  I ever  had  been,  and  yet  am,  of 
opinion  that  congress  had  no  power  to  grant  the 
charter,  or  to  renew  it,  and  that  if  they  possessed  the 
power  it  would  be  bad  policy  to  exercise  it,  and  as 
the  deposites  had  been  removed,  and  constituted  a 
fund  upon  which  state  banks  were  doing  business, 
that  it  would  he  unwise  to  restore  them  to  a bank, 
the  charter  of  which  must  soon  expire,  and  w hich 
I did  not  believe  ought  ever  to  be  renewed. 

These  were  my  opinions,  freely  expressed  and 
acted  on.  They  may  have  been  erroneous  but  were 
honestly  entertained,  anil  if  the  president  intends  to 
communicate  to  the  public  the  idea  that  I ever  gave 
any  other  opinion,  or  advice  as  to  the  r— i" K '.v  ui 
uN  -inuviii  mar  ir.ose  I have  now  adverted  to,  he 
is  doing  himself  as  well  as  me,  injustice,  because  he 
is  communicating;  to  the  public  information  which 
is  not  in  conformity  with  the  fact. 

At  the  time  t're  deposites  were  removed,  before 
that  time,  and  ever  since  I have  been  of  opinion 
the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  government  could  be  ma- 
naged through  the  agency  of  state  banks,  and  that 
they  could  at  the  same  time  furnish  the  country  a 
sound  currency,  and  I 1/ad  the  most  unbounded 
confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the  r'  ief  magistrate, 
and  believed  he  would  cause  a fair  experiment  to 
be  made.  Had  T then  foreseen  what  I now  believe 
to  he  true,  that  thp  real  design  w as  lo  obtain  a oon- 

roi  over -the  public  moneys,  that  they  and  the  state 
banks  might  be  used  for  electioneeriu ; purposes, 
and  as  a means  by  which  favorites  could  monopo- 


lize our  public  lands,  and  that  then  the  banks  were 
to  be  compelled  to  suspend  specie  payments  to  pre- 
pare the  public  mind  lor  a treasuiy  bank,  such  a 
course  for  such  purposes  could  have  had  no  coun- 
tenance from  me. 

I consider  the  experiment  which  has  been  made 
with  the  state  banks  an  experiment  to  ascertain 
whether  ; ur  public  deposites  w ill  enable  an  execu- 
tive to  obtain  so  much  control  over  the  state  banks 
as  to  enable  him  to  induce  them  to  overtrade  them- 
selves, and  after  the  political  and  pecuniary  pur- 
poses of  himself  and  lriends  have  been  accomplish- 
ed, then  to  compel  them  to  suspend  specie  pay- 
ments, and  that  that  experiment  has  been  successful. 

It  is  vain  to  expect,  benefits  to  society  from  tin's 
or  that  system  of  law's,  upon  any  subject,  unless 
the  system  is  to  b*e  carried  into  eliect  'by  men  of 
integrity  and  capacity.  The  best  system  which  can 
be  devised  by  the  wisdom  of  man  will  terminate  in 
ruin  and  distress  to -society,  if  its  administration  is 
placed  in  the  hands  ol  dishonest  and  incompetent 
men.  No  man  can  shut  his  eyes  so  close  as  not  to 
see  that  many  of  our  offices  have  been  tilled  during 
the  late  administration  with  the  very  worst  mate” 
rial  the  country  furnished;  arid  this  "is  the  inevita- 
ble effect  of  party  excess.  The  great  democratic 
party  must  be  kept  up,  and  how?  By  the  adminis- 
tration making  a democrat  w henever  one  becomes 
necessary  to  control  an  election,  and  this  is  spee- 
dily done  by  taking  a rancorous  old  federalist  or 
monarchist,  get  him  to  promise  allegiance  to  the 
party,  for  which  he  must  be  given,  or  promised,  an 
office  for  which  he  is  unfit,  or  favored  with  the  pur- 
chase of  public  land,  or  an  Indian  reservation;  he 
then  becomes  ipso  facto  a democrat,  and  is  sent 
forth  “lo  shoot  as  a deserter ” any  honest  man  who 
does  not  choose,  to  every  extent,  to  give  up  his 
principles  and  become  associated  with  a party, 
which  has  no  fixed  principles,  save  the  one  “that 
to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils .” 

I have  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  these  remarks  to 
prevent,  if  possible,  my  constituents  from  being 
incautiously  led  into  a trap,  which  I think  has  been 
set  for  the  people  of  the  United  States;  I mean  the 
support  of  a treasury  bank.  Should  such  an  one 
he  established,  and  placed  as  it  must  be,  under  the 
control  of  the  federal  executive,  the  power  thus 
conferred,  when  added  to  that  already  possessed, 
will  give  us  to  every  substantial  purpose,  as  com- 
plete a monarchy  as  exists  any  where,  and  one 
which  will  equal,  if  it  does  not  excel,  in  its  means 
of  corruption,  any  government  known  to  the  civil- 
lized  world. 

According  to  what  we  see  in  the  public  prints, 
congress  is  to  convene  on  the  first  Monday  in  Sep- 
tember next,  for  what  purpose  we  are  not  told,  but 
all  presume,  to  aid  in  some  plan  to  relieve  the  coun- 
try and  the  government  from  the  existing  embar- 
rassments. Should  it  be  my  fortune  to  make  one 
of  that  honorable  body,  I will  most  heartily  concur 
in  any  measure  w hich  may  conform  to  the  consti- 
tution and  be  calculated  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
the  country;  but  I use  this  occasion  to  say,  expli- 
citly, that  I will  be  asked  in  vain,  as  now  advised, 
to  concur  in  the  establishment  of  a treasury  bank, 
because  I believe  it  would  destroy  the  last  hope’ 
that  your  children  and  mine  could  enjoy  that  liberty 
which  is  their  birthright.  J 

I now  proceed  to" make,  some  remarks  on  the 
comments  general  Jackson  has  seen  fit  to  make  on 
my  deposition  before  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion of  which  Mr.  V/ise  is  the  chairman. 

In  the  card  which  preceded,  by  several  weeks 
the  extensive  commentary,  we  had  a foretaste  of 
what  might  be  expected. 

It  commenced  with  a statement  that  his  (the  ge- 
neral’s) attention  had  a few  days  before  been  called 
by  a friend  to  my  deposition.  As  much  as  to  say- 
in  plain  language,  that  until  his  attention  was  thus 
called  to  it,  he  was  ignorant  of  its  contents. 

This  statement  is  not  such  an  one  as  ought  to 

have  been  expected  from  so  distinguished  a man 

In  Washington  it  »cpca<euty  "said,  and  I have 
™ uoubt  truly,  that  some  of  tlie  members  of  that 
committee  daily  submitted  to  the  labor  of  makin- 
a copy  of  whatever  was  deposed  to,  and  furnished 
the  president  with  it,  before  he  retired  to  take  his 
ni"_ht  s repose.  Whpn  the  circumstances  rinrier 
which  I was  called  before  that  committee,  what  oc- 
curred before  I was  sworn,  and  the  president’s  let- 
ter to  the  committee,  are  considered,  it  is  hardlv 
within  the  range  of  probability  that  he  should  ho 
so  indifferent  to  the  matter  which  the  deposition 
contains  as  not  to  have  immediately  procured  a 
copy  of  it.  Indeed  the  dates  of  the  very  ceitifi- 
cates  he  publishes  to  counteract  its  contents,  and 
what  is  stated  in  that  from  Mr.  Bandolph.  prove 
dint  he  was  familiar  with  if  long  prior  to  th 
indicatc-d  in  his  pubi iealion.  His  real  object  no 
doubt  was  to  so  time  his  publication,  as  to  have  ti  e 
most  effect  upon  our  approaching  elections,  some 
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apology  for  delay  was  necessary,  and  the  one  made 
is,  as  1 think,  not  consistent  with  the  high  charac- 
ter a retired  president  ought  ever  to  maintain. 

His  next  object  seems  to  be,  to  show  that  I acted 
incorrectly  in  saying  any  thing  on  the  subject  of 
privilege,  and  then  submitting-  to  be  sworn  as  a 
witness. 

In  endeavoring  to  do  this,  his  advice,  his  quota- 
tions, and  his  statements  are  so  lengthy,  that  it  is 
with  some  difficulty  we  can  keep  pace  with  him. 
It  may  be  that  I erred  in  sutfering  myself  to  be 
sworn  a3  a witness;  but  as  I had  to  act  according 
to  my  own  feeble  judgment  without  the  benefit  of 
his  advice,  I took  that  course  which  I believed  to 
be  the  most  correct.  The  investigation  of  the 
committee  had  developed  some  facts  not  pleasant 
to  those  concerned;  if  a fair  examination  was  per- 
sisted in,  farther  disclosures  would  add  to  the  un- 
pleasantness of  their  situation.  • To  avoid  this,  I 
have  no  doubt,  the  expedient  was'  resorted  to,  of 
having  several  members  of  congress,  myself  among 
the  number,  summoned  as  witnesses.  I was  not 
summoned  at  the  instance  of  any  one  who  wished 
to  pursue  the  investigation  to  ascertain  whether 
frauds  had  been  committed  or  not.  The  applica- 
tion for  the  summons  was  made  by  Mr.  Mann,  of 
New  York,  and  it  was  distinctly  understood  that 
he  made  this  application  at  the  instance  of  the 
president.  The  committee  had  no  right  to  issue 
any  such  subpoena  for  me,  and  this  must  have  been 
well  known  to  gentlemen  as  well  informed  as  the 
president,  and  the  majority  of  the  committee,  and 
I had  no  doubt,  they  expected  and  hoped  that  I 
would  disobey  the  subpoena  and  refuse  to  be  sworn, 
then  the  cry  would  have  been  raised  that  the 
charges  were  all  groundless;  I knew  it,  and  had  re- 
fused to  testify:  but  all  these  calculations  were 
defeated  wffien  I voluntarily  appeared,  protested 
against  the  legality  of  the  proceedings  and  showed 
a willingness  to  be  sworn,  and  at  the  same  time 
distinctly  stated  that  I understood  I was  summoned 
at  the  instance  of  the  then  president  and  his  successor, 
and  that  if  sworn  must  tell  what  I knew,  confiden- 
tial or  otherwise.  Mr.  Mann  was  then  present,  did 
not  contradict  one  word  that  I said,  and  it  was  evi- 
dent the  party  was  brought  to  a pause.  After 
some  lime  I was  told  by  the  committee  I could 
then  retire,  and  when  they  wanted  me  I should  be 
notified.  This  gave  rise  to  the  president’s  letter  to 
the  committee,  which  has  been  published,  and  it 
must  be  seen  he  had  so  entangled  himself  he  could 
take  no  other  course  but  that  which  his  letter  indi- 
cated. I was  afterward  notified  to  attend,  did  so 
and  made  the  deposition  of  which  the  president 
complains. 

In  all  this  it  appears  to  me  I was  right.  I had 
stated  nothing  either  in  the  senate  or  elsewhere, 
which  I did  not  either  know  or  believe  to  be  true. 
On  my  own  account,  I had  nothing  to  conceal — 
and,  if  those  who  had  made  confidential  communi- 
cations would  have  me  sworn,  what  must  I do? — - 
Nothing  but  that  which  I did  do,  tell  the  truth  and 
nothing  but  the  truth. 

He  next  proceeds  to  that  part  of  the  deposition 
relative  to  the  creation  of  the  office  of  commis- 
sioner of  Indian  affairs,  and  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Herring. 

The  deposition  affirms  that  the  secretary  of  war 
induced  me  to  introduce  the  bill  and  have  it  passed, 
upon  a representation  that  Mr.  Herring,  then  at  the 
head  of  the  Indian  bureau,  with  a salary  of  sixteen 
hundred  dollars,  was  so  illy  qualified  for  the  office, 
that  the  public  interest  was  likely  to  suffer — and 
that  after  the  law  had  passed,  this  same  individual 
was  appointed  to  the  new  office  with  the  salary  of 
three  thousand  dollars,  and  that  he  was  really  not 
qualified,  and  that  the  public  interest  has  suffered, 
and  then  offers  as  matter  of  excuse  for  the  secreta- 
ry, that  he  was  probably  induced  to  acquiesce  in 
this  appointment,  by  others  for  electioneering  pur- 
poses, _&c.  Now,  what  material  part  of  this  state- 
merit  is  contractlcledr  I’fot  word  of  it  by 
either  the  president,  or  any  of  his  witnesses.  ’ 

No  man  has  said,  or  can  with  truth  say,  the  se- 
cretary did  not  represent  him  as  incompetent.  Nor 
has  any  one  pretended  he  was  competent. 

Why  did  not  major  Honelson  or  Mr.  Harris  tes- 
tify to  one  or  both  these  points?  Mr.  Harris  knows 
he  was  incompetent,  and  that  in  consequence  of  it, 
the  public  interest  has  suffered,  and  if  asked,  can- 
not say  otherwise 

In  what  situation  then  does  the  president’s  com- 
ments and  testimony  place  his  secretary?  Why, 
in  the  situation  of  a man  who  has  practised  a gross 
fraud  upon  congress  to  obtain  the  creation  of  a new 
office  and  increased  salary  for  Mr.  Herring,  and 
had  made  the  two  chairmen  of  the  committees  on 
Indian  affairs  his  dupes  to  carry  such  unworthy 
views  into  effect. 

T did  not  believe  the  secretary  capable  of  such 
conduct,  nor  do  I now  think  so.  I made  such 


apology  for  him  as  I believed  to  be  true,  and  in 
that  belief  am  not  in  the  least  shaken. 

If  the  Indian  department  was  intended  to  be 
used  for  electioneering  purposes,  an  incompetent 
man  of  all  others  was  best  suited  for  the  office. 

It  appears  to  be  thought  as  Mr.  H.  was  a Clin- 
tonian in  New  York  he  must  have  been  an  enemy 
to  Mr.  Van  J3uren’s  election  as  president.  Strange 
conclusion.  Clinton  is  dead,  and  since  his  death 
Mr.  Van  Buren  is  himself  his  friend  and  pronounc- 
ed to  his  colleagues  in  congress  a high-wrought 
eulogy  upon  his  worth  and  character. 

Mr.  Herring  in  his  manners  and  deportment  is  a 
gentleman;  I never  have  heard  his  integrity  ques- 
tioned and  regret  that  I have  been  compelled  to 
speak  of  him,  as  I have  done:  but  truth  is  truth, 
and  if  any  one  can  conscientiously  say  his  appoint- 
ment under  the  circumstances,  “was  with  a single 
eye  to  the  public  interest,”  then  I can  only  say  I 
entertain  a very  different  opinion. 

The  president  states  that  after  the  law  passed  be 
had  intended  to  nominate  another  individual  for  the 
office,  had  made  out  the  nomination,  and  was  pre- 
vailed on  by  his  secretary  not  to  send  it  to  the  se- 
nate, and  that  in  conversation  with  me  he  had  told 
me  so. 

To  this  statement,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  any  com- 
munication of  such  a fact  to  me,  1 can  only  say  the 
president  is  undoubtedly  mistaken.  Neither  at  the 
time  spoken  of  by  him-,  nor  at  any  other  time,  did  he 
ever  communicate  any  such  fact,  nor  did  I ever 
hear  of  it  until  I read  his  publication. 

In  time  past  when  the  president  has  made  state- 
ments  of  facts,  which  I knew  or  believed  to  be,  er- 
roneous, I was  ready  to  find  an  apology  for  them 
in  what  I supposed  his  decayed  memory;  but  in 
this  publication  his  statements  of  some  facts  and 
contradiction  of  others  are  so  extraordinary  that  I 
must  leave  it  to  others  to  find  out  the  cause.  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  considered  as  disrespectful 
when  I add,  there  is  reason  to  believe  the  loss  of 
memory  is  not  the  only  mental  loss  he  has  sustain- 
ed within  the  last  few  years. 

The  attempt  to  get  clear  of  the  effects  which  he 
fears  may  be  produced  by  that  part  of  the  deposi- 
tion relative  to  the  dissolution  of  the  first  cabinet 
in  1831,  is  both  in  the  matter  and  the  manner  of  it 
well  calculated  to  mortify  every  sincere  friend  he 
ever  had.  It  discloses  the  want  of  memory  and  mind, 
to  an  extent  of  which  I was  not  aware.  Formerly, 
although  his  style  was  rough  and  generally  not  very 
good  English,  yet  it  was  nervous  and  perspicuous. 
In  this  effort  he  appears  bewildered,  and  to  have 
lost  all  distinct  recollection  of  what  occurred  in  the 
first  years  of  his  owrn  administration.  It  is  con- 
fused as  to  the  dates  of  different  facts  and  transac- 
tions, and  buddies  together  a confused  mass  of  mat- 
ter, much  of  which,  can  have  no  bearing  on  the 
subject. 

The  deposition  affirms,  that  when  the  cabinet 
was  dissolved,  the  president  had  made  up  his  mind 
that  Mr.  Van  Buren  should-  succeed  him — that  he 
wished  to  get  clear  of  the  old  cabinet,  and  create  a 
new  one  that  would  be  a unit  towards  accomplish- 
ing that  object — that  he  did  not  wish  to  lose  sight 
of  major  Eaton’s  services,  and  therefore  desired 
me  to  be  secretary  of  war,  and  major  Eaton  to  suc- 
ceed me  in  the  senate,  &c. 

Now,  this  is  all  true,  before  God,  as  I religiously 
believe,  arid  general  Jackson  can  never  forget  that 
I know  it,  in  a mode  which  ought  to  leave  no  doubt 
on  my  mind;  and  he  certainly  cannot  have  forgot- 
ten that  he  was  told  by  me,  that  if  even  my  seat  in 
the  senate  were  vacant,  it  would  be  very  difficult 
to  procure  major  Eaton’s  election,  on  account  of 
some  of  his  votes  while  he  had  been  a member  of 
that  body.  He  now  states,  that  at  that  time  Mr. 
Van  Buren  had  not  been  thought  of  as  his  succes- 
sor. He  is  entirely  in  error,  and  can  perhaps  cor- 
rect himself,  if  he  will  recur  to  Mr.  Van  Buren’s 
letter  of  resignation,  and  other  written  evidence, 
which  either  is,  or  ought  to  be,  in  his  own  possession 

dt  l fltS  i'Cl/tc-. 

The  old  cabinet  was  composed  or  messrs.  v-n 
Buren,  Eaton,  Barry,  Berrien,  Branch  and  Ingham. 
The  three  first  were  friendly  to  Mr.  Van  Buren’s 
elevation,  the  three  last  were  supposed  not  to  be  so, 
and  therefore  produced  a want  of  harmony.  The 
real  desire  was  to  get  clear  of  these  gentlemen.  It 
was  supposed  that  if  the  two  first  resigned,  the 
three  last  would  follow  their  example,  and  super- 
sede the  necessity  of  their  dismissal.  The  experi- 
ment was  made  and  failed,  and  the  president  was 
driven  to  their  dismissal  although  he  admitted  their 
duties  had  been  faithfully  performed. 

Now,  if  the  truth  were  not  as  I assert  why  was 
not  Barry  dismissed  also?  The  president,  did  not 
wish  to  lose  him,  and  if  dismissed  there  was  no 
chance  of  his  coming  in  from  Kentucky. 

Unfortunately  for  the  president,  but  fortunately 
for  the  developement  of  truth,  he  has  gone  into 


. some  of  the  secret  history  of  the  early  part  of  his 
administration;  and  among  other  things,  states, 
that  he  had  reduced  to  writing  the  principles  upon 
which  his  administration  should  be  conducted — 
and  one  of  these  was,  that  no  member  of  his  cabinet 
should  be  a candidate  to  succeed  him;  that  this  paper 
was  shown  to  me,  and  I approved  of  it,  8,-c. 

Now,  is  not  this  admission  proof  as  clear  “as 
evidence  from  Holy  Writ,”  that  my  statement  is 
correct?  Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  March,  IS29,  to 
1831,  was  a member  of  the  cabinet;  then  it  was 
determined  that  he  should  be  the  candidate  to  suc- 
ceed general  Jackson;  and  as  it  was  an  article  in 
the  Jacksonian  creed,  reduced  to  writing  and 
shown  to  the  members  of  the  party,  and  approved 
of  by  them,  it  became  essential,  that  he  should 
cease  to  be  a member  of  the  cabinet,  and  he  re- 
signed accordingly. 

If  general  Jackson’s  mind  is  so  enfeebled  that 
he  cannot  comprehend  this,  I feel  confident  the 
public  will  understand  it  very  fully. 

These  ancient  reminiscences  give  rise  to  very 
unpleasant  reflections. 

Some  former  administrations  have  been  suspect- 
ed of  using  the  patronage  and  influence  of  the  fede- 
ral government  to  control  public  opinion  in  the 
presidential  elections,  simply  because  members  of 
the  cabinets  had  been  candidates.  General  Jack- 
son  and  his  whole  party  had  warred  against  this 
abuse,  had  represented  it  as  a high  moral  and  poli- 
tical offence,  and  when  he  came  into  office  he  came 
in  solemnly  pledged  to  reform  this  most  gross,  de- 
moralising and  alarming  abuse  of  power;  and  to  as- 
sure his  friends  he  would  carry  out  this  principle  in 
practice,  his  creed  containing  this  article  is  reduced 
to  writing,  and  shown  to  myself  and  others,  and  I 
approved  of  it. 

True  as  gospel,  I approved  it  then,  ever  since, 
and  never  saw  the  necessity  for  it  so  strongly  as 
now-. 

How  has  this  solemn  pledge  been  kept?  To  the 
ear  only,  but  to  the  sense  most  shamefully,  openly 
and  notoriously  violated. 

If  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  continued  in  the  cabinet 
and  been  a candidate  to  succeed  general  Jackson,  it 
would  have  been  suspected  that  the  patronage  and 
influence  of  the  government  was  used  to  elect  him. 
To  avoid  this  suspicion  he  must  resign,  and  then 
openly  and  notoriously  this  very  patronage  and  in- 
fluence is  brought  to  bear  with  its  whole  force  upon 
public  opinion,  and  through  this  means  be  is  elect- 
ed; and  land  all  others  w ho  will  not  say  this  is 
right  and  in  conformity  with  the  Jackson  democra- 
tic creed  are  to  be  excommunicated,  and,  to  use  the 
New  York  phraseology,  “ahnt  as  deserters;”  that 
is,  calumniated  out  of  all  the  character  we  ever  had. 

But  the  general  says,  that  my  statement  of  his 
using  the  appointing  power  to  bring  in  Mr.  Van 
Btyen  is  unfounded,  because  after  that  time  he  ap- 
pointed my  step-son  at  my  instance  to  an  office  and 
that  he  also  appointed  many  other  of  my  friends. 

This  statement  is  calculated  to  deceive  if  unex- 
plained. It  is  true  that  at  my  instance  he  appoint- 
ed Mr.  Frost  secretary  to  the  French  commission 
and  about  the  same  time  may  have  appointed  other 
officers  upon  mv  recommendation,  and  I have  the 
gratification  of  believing  that  Mr.  Frost  discharged 
all  the  duties  pertaining  to  the  office  with  integrity 
and  ability. 

At  the  time  this  appointment  was  made  I was  in 
full  communion  with  the  church  as  the  president, 
supposed,  my  name  had  never  been  thought  of  as  a 
candidate,  so  far  as  I was  informed;  and  he  no 
doubt  believed  that  whenever  he  and  those  he  could 
control  changed  their  creed,  I would  change  my 
creed  likewise,  and  he  never  was  convinced  to  the 
contrary  until  after  his  attempt  upon  me  through 
Mr.  Bradley,  which  was  in  the  autumn  of  1S34. 

If  the  president  or  any  of  bis  new  party  will 
give  me  the  name  of  any  avowed  friend  of  mine 
having  been  appointed  to  office  after  it  was  known 
I had  consented  that  my  name  might  be  used  as  a can- 
didate. other  than  some  one  whose  opinion  was 
changed  or  expected  to  be  changed  by  virtue  of 
such  appointment,  I will  thank  them  for  it. 

I too  well  know'  the  names  of  some,  who  qiv.rocc. 
ed  to  be  my  friends,  having  received  offices  imme- 
diately preceding  /he  election,  and  that  they  changed 
their  opinions  and  became  loyal  members  of  the  demo- 
cratic party,  whose  whole  creed  is  comprised  in  the 
few  words,  “ to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils.’' 

This  political  simony  is  the  very  thing  of  which 
I and  my  friends  complain,  and  if  either  the  white 
people  or  the  Indians,  or  both,  do  not  in  the  end, 
find  they  have  a hard  bargain  of  some  of  these  “pa- 
tent democrats,”  I shall  be  very  much  and  agr.eea- 
blv  disappointed. 

It  is  admitted  in  the  commentary  upon  the  depo- 
sition that  a conversation  was  held  with  me  in  rela- 
tion to  appointing  Mr.  Clayton  upon  a committee. 
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but  it  is  alleged  this  conversation  was  at  another 
time  and  related  to  some  other  committee. 

This  allegation  is  founded  in  error.  The  conver- 
sation was  at  the  time,  and  related  to  his  appoint- 
ment upon  the  committee,  mentioned  in  the  deposi- 
tion, and  to  no  other , and  the  substance  of  that  con- 
versation is  correctly  stated  in  the  deposition.  If 
it  had  been  at  another  time,  and  in  relation  to  ano- 
ther committee,  why  was  not  the  other  time  and 
committee  mentioned? 

It  is  asked  why  r did  not  give  the  names  of  the 
other  members  of  the  committee?  The  answer  is 
so  ready  that  I am  surprised  it  should  be  asked;  it 
is,  because  no  request  was  made  of  me  as  to  any 
other  member  of  the  senate,  and  the  very  reason  I 
placed  Mr.  Clayton  on  the  committee  was,  that  it 
is  in  conformity  with  parliamentary  la.w,  to  so  con- 
stitute a committee  as  to  give  the  proposed  mea- 
sure the  fairest  chance  to  be  put  in  such  shape  as 
that  it  will  pass.  From  Mr.  Clayton’s  talents,  his 
liberality  of  sentiment,  the  position  of  his  state  in 
the  union,  and  his  known  inlluence  with  his  politi- 
cal friends,  I believed  his  course  would  have  a most 
decided  influence  on  the  fate  of  the  bill,  and  in  this 
belief  I was  not  disappointed.  I very  naturally 
concluded  the  president,  and  all  others  as  attentive 
as  he  was  to  what  was  constantly  passing,  would 
form  the  like  opinion. 

My  wish  was  to  give  upon  the  committee  a fair 
representation  of  every  interest  and  party  in  the 
union,  under  the  hope  that  they  would  agree  upoj? 
some  compromise,  and  if  they  did,  and  the  law 
should  pass,  it  would  most  likely  be  acceptable  to 
the  nation, 

Mr.  Clay  was  a tariff  man,  had  introduced  the 
bill,  was  from  the  west,  and  was  placed  as  chair- 
man, Mr.  Webster  from  the  east,  a tarilF  man,  Mr. 
Clayton  from  a middle  state,  and  friendly  to  the  ta- 
riff, and  these  three  were  national  republicans,  Mr. 
Calhoun  from  the  south,  a nullifier  and  anti-tariff, 
Mr.  Grundy  from  the  west,  a nullifier  and  anti-ta- 
riff likewise,  Mr.  Dallas  from  a middle  state,  and  a 
tariff  man,  and  Mr.  Rives  from  a southern  state, 
and  anti-tariff.  The  four  first  named  of  these  gen- 
tlemen were  opposed  to  the  administration  and  the 
three  last  friendly  to  it. 

The  bill  was  a measure  proposed  by  an  opposition 
member,  who  in  my  judgment  was  entitled  to  be 
chairman,  and  to  have  a majority  who  would  pro- 
bably be  inclined  to  favor  his  measure. 

Thus,  a view  is  given  of  the  whole  committee, 
their  politics  and  a summary  of  the  reasons  for  their 
selection,  and  who  can  say  it  was  wrong?  No  one 
except  some  person  who  thinks  a presiding  officer, 
in  party  times,  should  be  a mere  party  hack,  who 
would  disregard  the  parliamentary  law,  the  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  pack  a committee  who 
would  stifle  a measure  lest  his  party  might  lose 
some  influence  by  its  adoption. 

The  venerable  ex-president  thinks  that  all  who 
know  him  will  believe  if  I had  stated  to  him  what 
the  deposition  imports,  he  would  have  given  a suit- 
able reply,  &c. 

My  own  opinion  isjhe  did  conduct,  in  the  only 
manner  which  was  suitable,  and  it  ought  to  be  re- 
membered if  he  had  made  what  he  would  insinuate 
would  have  been  a suitable  reply,  it  could  ha've  re- 
ceived a suitable  rejoinder. 

This  idle  vaunt  is  all  lost  upon  me.  There  is  no 
man  who  knows  the  ex-president  has  more  confi- 
dence in  his  chivalry  and  readiness  to  resent  an  in- 
sult, than  I have — but  at  the  same  time,  the  history 
of  his  life  will  show,  that  whenever  he  intends  to 
make  such  reply  as  might  provoke  controversy,  he 
always  has  timed  it  so  prudently,  that  there  should 
be  a sufficient  number  of  persons  present  to  prevent 
ill  temper  from  producing  bad  consequences.  There 
were  none  present  but  he  and  I:  no  insult  was  ei- 
ther offered  or  intended;  but  I did  mean,  as  I hope 
I always  shall,  to  state  mv  sentiments  precisely  as 
they  were,  without  slopping  to  consider  whether 
they  would  be  acceptable  or  not. 

The  statement  in  the  deposition  relative  to  Mr. 
Stevenson,  it  is  said,  is  a fainicaiiwu.  Ti.j»  is  a 
very  simple  mode  of  getting  clear  of  an  unpleasant 
point.  The  general  is  mistaken,  the  facts  occurred 
<is  uetailed,  and  the  gentleman  who  was  the  bearer 
of  the  message,  must  have  strange  and  unpleasant 
sensations,  when  he  reads  the  charge  made  by  the 
general,  that  the  story  is  a fabrication.  He  may 
make  new  friends  by  such  charges,  but  by  them, 
he  ipust  stagger  the  faith  of  old  ones.  Had  the  com- 
mittee asked  the  name  of  the  gentleman,  I should 
have  felt  bound  to  have  given  it,  and  he  could  have 
been  examined,  but  they  did  not,  and  I am  sure  the 
general  can  have  no  need  of  the  name,  as  he  must 
well  remember  it.  and  far  be  it  from  me  uselessly  to 
drag  any  individual  before  the  public.  ' 

The  general  next  proceeds  to  controvert  the  state- 
ments made  by  Mr.  Bradley  in  his  letter,  a copy  of 
which  was  attached  to  my  deposition. 


That  Mr.  Bradley’s  statement  is  strictly  true,  I 
have  no  more  doubt  than  I would  have  had,  if  I had 
been  present  and  heard  the  conversation  between 
him  and  the  president,  and  1 do  not  believe,  among 
the  whole  circle  of  his  numerous  acquaintances,  one 
man  can  be  found  who,  in  his  heart,  believes  him 
capable  of  making  such  a statement,  if  it  were  not 
strictly  true.  The  general  has,  at  least,  brought 
nothing  to  counteract  it,  but  the  statements  of  his 
two  travelling  companions;  and  according  to  their 
own  account  of  the  matter,  the  whole  conversation 
and  propositions  might  have  been  repeated  ten  times 
over,  while  Mr.  Bradley  and  the  president  were  to- 
gether, and  those  two  gentlemen  not  have  heard  one 
word  of  it. 

The  relation  in  which  Mr.  Bradley  stood  to  me, 
our  known  intimacy,  the  pait  he  had  acted  in  the 
legislature  of  1833,  at  my  instance,  in  relation  to 
my  nomination,  his  detailing  to  several  gentlemen, 
whose  names  are  given  by  him,  this  very  conversation 
with  the  president,  immediately  after  it  took  place, 
the  support  it  derives  from  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Peyton  and  col.  Standifer,  place  the  statement  be- 
yond the  reach  of  doubt  in  any  mind  desirous  to  as- 
certain truth. 

The  fact,  no  doubt,  is,  that  the  general  has  deter- 
mined that  in  his  biography  his  character  shall  ap- 
pear to  posterity,  to  have  been  a perfect  one — he 
thinks  this  proposition,  and  several  other  disclosures 
which  have  been  made,  will  not  well  bear  examina- 
tion, when  the  heat  of  the  moment  shall  have  pass- 
ed away,  and  wishes  to  get  clear  of  the  effects  to 
be  produced  by  them:  Let  me  assure  him  he  will 
never  mend  the  matter  by  his  fat  contradictions  of 
every  man,  who  does  not  testify  to  suit  his  wishes. 
His  biographer,  if  he  be  honest,  in  enumerating  the 
many  excellent  and  striking  traits  in  his  character, 
will  not  put  it  down,  that  in  his  latter  days,  he  was 
a correct  narrator  of  matters  of  fact. 

He  next  passes  to  the  statement  respecting  Mr. 
Huntsman,  and  produces  a number  of  certificates  to 
disprove  the  statement  made  by  col.  O’Brien  and 
Mr.  Carriger.  With  an  enlightened  public,  such 
certificates  can  have  no  effect.  O’Brien  and  Carri- 
ger, are  men  of  excellent  character,  could  have  no 
inducement  to  fabricate  such  a statement;  they  po- 
sitively assert,  they  did  hear  the  president  make  the 
statement  respecting  Mr.  Huntsman;  his  certifiers 
only  say,  they  did  not  hear  it.  Had  he  obtained  an 
hundred  such  certificates,  the  facts  would  still  re- 
mained proved  to  be  true. 

But  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  the  ex-president 
is  peculiarly  unfortunate,  he  has  taken  some  pains 
to  prove  that  he  did  not  reach  Jonesborough  for 
some  days  after  I had  passed  that  place,  and  had 
made  my  speech,  in  which  I should  have  stated,  that 
he  had  said  Mr.  Huntsman  was  on  the  fence,  &c. — 
He  therefore  argues,  that  it  is  absurd  to  suppose  I 
could  know  what  he  would  say  three  days  after  l 
had  made  that  speech. 

Now,  the  facts  are,  that  I was  in  Jonesborough 
about  the  20th  July,  183(1 — dined  there,  and  made 
a very  short  speech,  in  which  Mr.  Huntsman’s  name 
never  was  mentioned,  and  which  never  has  been 
published.  The  president  reached  that  place  about 
the  22d  July,  and  then  made  the  statement  respect- 
ing Mr.  Huntsman.  Some  days  afterwards,  col. 
O’Brien  came  to  Knoxville,  and  while  there,  re- 
peated to  me  what  the  president  had  said,  and  on 
the  31st  August,  1836, 1 made  a speech  at  Knoxville, 
which  was  published;  in  which  I stated  the  liberty 
which  had  been  taken  with  Mr.  Huntsman’s  name. 
In  addressing  the  president,  Mr.  Huntsman,  in  his 
letter,  by  mistake,  says  my  speech  was  made  in 
Jonesborough,  when  he  ought  to  have  said  Knoxville. 
As  soon  as  Mr.  Huntsman  showed  me  his  corres- 
pondence with  the  president,  I addressed  him  a 
note,  ivhich  was  appended  to  my  deposition.  This 
note  of  mine  to  Mr.  Huntsman,  no  doubt  was  pe- 
rused, when  the  other  parts  of  the  deposition  were 
under  examination,  and  I leave  it  to  the  public  to 


judge,  from  what  motive  it  has  been  suimressed 
and  a miserable  nnihble  ->  ' 1 mus‘ 

trunk,  could  not  be  creditable  to  a pettifogger. 

It  must  be  painful  to  any  sincere  friend  of  the 
ex-president,  to  see  the  infatuation  under  which  he 
seems  to  act,  owing  no  doubt,  to  the  influence  art- 
ful and  designing-men  have  obtained  over  him.  In 
almost  every  paragraph  he  writes,  something  can 
be  found  to  take  from  the  high  character  we  were 
generally  disposed  to  ascribe  to  him.  Look  at  his 
statement,  even  now,  in  relation  to  col.  Peyton’s 
conduct  relative  1o  the  Cherokee  treaty.  He  set 
out  in  the  first  instance,  by  asserting  that  col.  Pey- 
ton both  spoke  and  voted  against  an  appropriation  to 
carry  it  into  effect.  He  was  told  by  those  who 
knew  better,  and  in  whom  he  ought  to  have  confid- 
ed, that  he  was  misinformed,  that  col.  Peyton  had 
not  only  voted  for,  hut  had  made  an  excellent  speech 
in  favor  of  the  appropriation.  He  still  persisted  in 
a repetition  of  his  assertions,  and  even  now,  after 


he,  and  every  other  intelligent  man,  ought  to  be 
possessed  of  the  most  authentic  information,  prov- 
ing his  error;  he  persists  in  asserting  to  the  world, 
that  although  Mr.  Peyton  voted  for  the  appropria- 
tion, he  had  made  an  argument  against  it.  If  any 
member  of  congress  has  practised  upon  his  credu- 
lity, and  caused  him  to  be  the  retailer  of  such  a 
glaring  mistake,  his  name  ought  to  be  known,  that 
he  might  be  shunned  by  every  honorable  man. 

The  general  supposes  that  Mr.  Wise  and  colonel 
Peyton,  who  were  my  messmates  and  friends,  were 
stimulated  and  advised  by  me  to  pursue  the  course 
which  they  did  in  congress.  I do  not  think  hard 
of  this  suspicion,  although  it  is  unfounded  in  fact, 
and  both  these  gentlemen  know  it;  yet  we  were 
messmates  for  the  two  last  winters,  and  I am  proud 
to  believe  I had  their  most  sincere  friendship. — 
They  certainly  had  mine.  The  general  ought,  in 
charity  to  the  country,  to  believe  that  there  are  yet 
some  few  men,  who  would  not  be  dictated  to  in  the 
discharge  of  their  public  duties,  by  either  him  or 
myself.  Wise  and  Peyton  are  two  of  them;  talent- 
ed, well-informed,  honest,  bold,  and  men  who  fear- 
lessly discharged  their  whole  duty,  in  defiance  of 
all  the  calumnies  ofdegialed  and  hired  presses,  the 
frowns  of  those  who  sat  in  high  places,  and  even 
the  statements  of  the  chief  magistrate  himself,  that 
they  ought  to  be  “Houstonised.” 

Their  names  will  be  hailed  as  the  dauntless  friends 
and  champions  of  civil  liberty,  in  after  times,  when 
the  political  course  of  some  of  their  revilers  will  be 
spoken  of,  as  the  severest  affliction  with  which  our 
beloved  country  has  ever  been  visited.  To  have 
obtained  the  friendship  of  such  men,  is  one  of  the 
most  prized  achievements  of  my  whole  life.  Their 
course  relative  to  the  investigations  spoken  of,  was 
the  dictate  of  their  own  judgment.  Their  country 
ought  to  thank  them  for  it.  They  have  elicited 
enough  to  show  fuller  investigations  are  necessary, 
that  something  is  probably  wrong,  otherwise  so 
many  obstructions  would  not  have  been  thrown  in 
the  way  of  ascertaining  truth;  and  when  we  shall 
have  a chief  magistrate,  who  will  lend  his  aid  to  a 
fair  and  faithful  investigation,  I firmly  believe  it 
will  be  found  the  public  has  been  deceived  and  in- 
jured to  an  extent  of  which  not  one  citizen  in  one 
thousand  has  any  conception. 

For  myself,  I most  solemnly  declare,  I have  not 
either  in  the  senate,  or  elsewhere,  uttered  one  sen- 
tence relative  to  the  supposed  abuses  which  I did 
not  know  or  believe  to  be  true;  and  if  after  a 
thorough  investigation,  by  an  impartial,  not  a pack- 
ed committee,  it  can  be  shown  that  my  suspicions 
are  unfounded — I would  consider  it  one  of  my  first 
duties,  publicly  to  acknowledge  my  error. 

The  general  at  the  close  of  his  address  intimates 
that  he  has  attained  an  advanced  age,  has  infirm 
health  and  desires  repose.  Why  then  the  state- 
ments before  leaving  AVashington,  that  he  intended, 
to  feast  this  summer  upon  John  Bell  and  myself — 
that  Tennessee  should  stand  erect,  in  her  politics, 
in  less  than  six  months? 

As  I believe  he  has  come  home  determined  to  de- 
stroy every  man  who  dared  to  differ  with  him  in 
opinion  as  to  his  successor,  and  that  is  the  experiment 
he  is  now  making.  If  it  be  his  will,  let  him  pro- 
ceed. Angry  discussion  can  never  add  to  my  com- 
fort, it  may  to  his.  Our  temperament  and  aim  are, 
as  I believe,  a little  different.  I endeavor  to  take 
facts  as  I know  or  believe  them  to  exist,  and  meet 
all  the  responsibility  they  justly  throw  upon  me. — 
In  the  temper  he  now  is,  and  with  enfeebled  facul- 
ties, he  views  every  thing  as  an  enemy  that  stands 
in  the  road  of  his  ambition.  He  personifies  truth, 
justice  and  every  thing  else  which  obstructs  his 
course,  and  attacks  them  with  all  that  gallantly, 
with  which  he  assails  political  or  personal  oppo- 
nents. He  has  determined  he  will  die  having  the 
character  of  a great  man.  While  my  highest  ambi- 
tion is  to  die  conscious  that  I deserve  the  reputation 
of  an  honest  one.  Your  fellow’  citizen. 

HUGH  L.  WHITE. 

July  12,  1837. 


Jackson,  July  Is/,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  Upon  reading  gen.  Jackson’s  review 
of  your  testimony,  I discover  that  it  seems  to  be 
considered  a matter  of  importance  in  regard  to  th’e 
place  where  you  made  the  speech,  in  which  you 
alluded  to  the  statement  of  O’Brien.  I had  not 
your  speech  before  me  at  A\Tashington  city,  when  I 
addressed  gen.  Jackson  upon  that  subject,  conse- 
quently I had  to  depend  upon  recollection  only  as 
to  the  place.  Since  I came  home  I have  had  re- 
ference to  your  speech,  and  find  it  was  delivered  at 
Knoxville,  instead  of  Jonesboro’,  as  I had  first  sup- 
posed, when  my  . letter  to  the  general  was  written. 
This  may  serve  to  correct  the  mistake  by  me  in  this 
particular.  AVith  much  respect,  yours, 

A.  HUNTSMAN. 

Hon.  IIv.  L.  While. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES. 

New  York  school  report  for  1837.  The  schools 
for  whites  contain  12,S37  scholars,  of  which  there 
are  about  80!)  more  boys  than  girls.  The  report, 
si'-ned  by  R.  C.  Cornell,  esq.  president,  states  that 
the  schools  are  in  a highly  flourishing  condition,  and 
that  the  chief  obstacle  to  their  entire  success  is  the 
unconcern  and  indifference  of  fathers  and  mothers  to 
the  education  of  their  children  here  provided  to  their 
hands  free  of  expense!  The  school  for  monitors 
continues  prosperous.  There  are  1,276  colored 
children  at  schools  appropriated  to  them.  Most  of 
the  children  at  the  public  schools  attend  also  the 
Sabbath  schools  of  different  denominations. 

The  Mobile  Chronicle  announces  the  arrival  in 
that  city  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Henderson,  minister  ple- 
nipotentiary from  Texas  to  Great  Britian,  on  his 
way  to  London. 

Newport.  The  Newport  Mercury  states  that  on- 
ly one-third  of  the  usual  number  of  visiters  is  in  at- 
tendance at  that  delightful  watering  place. 

General  Gratiot,  chief  engineer,  having  left 
Washington  on  a tour  of  inspection  to  the  north, 
captain  R.  Delafield  is  charged  with  the  duties 
of  the  office  during  his  absence. 

[Army  Sf  Navy  Chron. 

The  commissioners  of  the  navy,  left  Washington 
on  Monday,  on  their  annual  tour  of  inspection,  to 
the  northern  navy  yards.  [Ib. 

Executions  in  Pennsylvania.  From  a report  made 
to  the  convention  for  revising  the  constitution  in 
Pennsylvania,  it  appears  that  since  the  adoption  of 
the  present  constitution  in  1790,  there  have  been  53 
executions  in  this  state,  and  27  persons  pardoned 
who  had  been  capitally  convicted.  Of  these  execu- 
tions, 12  took  place  during  the  nine  years  of  gov. 
Mifflin’s  administration;  7 during  the  nine  of  Mc- 
Kean; 9 during  the  nine  years  of  Snyder;  4 dur- 
ing the  three  years  of  Heister;  6 durin°*  the  six 
years  of  Shultz;  6 during  the  six  years  of  Wolf,  and 
I during  the  current  term  of  Ritner.  The  number 
of  pardons  granted,  during  the  period  of  persons 
sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  various  terms,  is 
stated  at  4,461,  the  remissions  of  fines  and  forfei- 
tures, at  4,116. 

Pearl  fishing.  We  learn  from  the  New  York  Ex- 
press, that  a company  has  been  formed  in  that  city, 
for  the  purpose  of  fishing  up  wealth  from  the  bot- 
tom of  the  sea.  A new  plan  is  to  be  brought  into 
operation,  in  seeking  for  these  treasures,  by  which 
the  operator  can  remain  submerged  for  a long  time, 
without  inconvenience  or  danger. 

More  brave  than  prudent.  On  board  the  Peruvian, 
arrived  at  New  York  from  St.  Petersburgh,  is  a boy 
called  Moses,  about  eleven  years  old.  He  was 
picked  up  in  the  Baltic,  seventy  mile3  from  land,  in 
a little  skiff,  with  a gunny  bag  for  a sail,  and  had 
put  off  to  sea,  without  his  biscuit  or  provision,  in 
consequence  of  a quarrel  with  his  step-father,  who 
was  a fisherman  in  Sweden.  [IY.  Y.  Star. 

Rail  road  travelling.  The  cars  of  the  rail  road 
line  from  Philadelphia,  which  leave  that  city  at  7 
o’clock,  A.  M.  arrived  at  the  depot  in  Pratt  strpet 
Baltimore  on  Tuesdav  last  at  a few  minutes  before 
two  o’clock,  P.  M. — thus  making  the  trip  from  city 
to  city  in  something  less  than  seven  hours. 

Passengers.  The  New  York  papers  mention  that 
within  (lie  last  ten  days, 7,010  passengers  arrived  at 
that  port.  In  this  number  are  not  included  those 
who  landed  at  Amboy. 

The  small  pox,  which  some  time  since  appeared 
in  Frankfort,  (Ky.)  and  raged  there  for  a couple  of 
weeks  or  longer,  with  considerable  violence,  has  at 
length  entirely  disappeared  from  that  town. 

A quibbling  precedent.  A jury  in  Quebec,  lately 
brought  in  a verdict  of  “not  guilty”  against  a girl 
convicted  of  stealing  name  mnA.  j„ 

accordance  with  the  harangue  of  a learned  pundit, 
named  McCord,  who  argued  for  the  defence,  that 
the  bits  of  paper  alleged  lo  have  been  stolen  by  the 
prisoner  were  in  reality  of  no  value  whatever — a 
fact  thal  could  easily  be  ascertained  by  going  to  the 
bank,  which  had  suspended  specie  payments.  The 
charge  of  robbery,  therefore,  could  not  be  made  out, 
the  articles  stolen  being  of  no  value. 


and  crowning  the  series,  an  enormous  coal  seatn  of 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  in  thickness.” 

Two  United  States  custom  house  officers  have 
been  seized  near  Eastport,  by  a party  of  forty  or 
fifty  disguised  as  Indians,  and  carried  over  the 
bridge  to  the  British  side  of  the  river.  The  object 
of  the  party  who  captured  the  officers  was  to  learn 
from  them  who  was  the  informant  in  the  case  of 
two  vessels  loaded  with  boards,  seized  by  one  of 
those  officers.  His  Britanie  majesty’s  subjects  are 
returning  upon  us  some  of  the  stratagems  employed 
by  us  upon  them  during  the  revolution. 

The  brig  Rising  States,  owned  and  manned  by 
persons  of  color,  recently  sailed  from  New  Bedford 
on  a whaling  voyage. 

Cables  for  the  Pennsylvania.  The  cables,  manu- 
factured for  this  vessel  in  Massachusetts,  are  one 
hundred  and  twenty  fathoms  in  length,  twenty-five 
inches  in  circumference,  and  weigh  over  eight  tons 
each,  and  are  composed  of  three  thousand  yarns  or 
threads  each.  They  were  laid  or  closed  in  the 
short  space  of  twenty-two  minutes.  They  are  from 
the  works  of  the  Boston  Hemp  Manufacturing  com- 
pany, on  the  Miildam,  and  are  said  to  be  fine  speci- 
mens of  naval  cordage.  The  whole  of  the  rigging, 
running  and  standing,  intended  for  the  Pennsylva- 
nia, was  made  at  the  same  establishment,  where 
the  cables  and  cordage  of  the  Columbus  and  several 
other  U.  S.  ships  were  manufactured.  Boston, 
therelore,  according  to  the  Transcript,  has  her 
share  of  “loaves  and  fishes,”  and  does  not  care  a 
cent  whether  the  “big  ship”  goes  to  Norfolk  or  not. 

Anti-Texas  convention.  At  a meeting  held  in 
Dorchester  (Mass.)  to  take  into  consideration  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  American  union,  as  a 
slave  holding  country,  and  to  consult  upon  mea- 
sures i;i  relation  to  it,  it  was  voted  to  recommend  to 
the  citizens  of  the  12th  congressional  district  to  hold 
a convention  in  the  town  of  Quincy,  at  as  early  a 
day  as  possible,  allowing  time  to  make  suitable  ar- 
rangements. It  was  also  voted  to  request  each 
town  in  the  district  to  send  a large  delegation — and 
that  the  representative  of  the  district,  J.  Q.  Adams, 
be  invited  to  attend. 

Steamboat  expenses.  A correspondent  of  the 
Natchez  Courier,  writing  from  New  Madrid,  Mis- 
souri, in  giving  an  account  of  the  cost,  &c.  of  the 
steamboais  on  the  western  waters,  furnishes  the 
following  estimate  of  the  expenses,  per  month,  of 
running  them: 


Captain’s  salary  . . per  month 

, $150 

Clerk’s  do. 

do. 

130 

Two  pilots,  each  $200,  . 

do.  . 

. 400 

First  mate  .... 

do. 

80 

Second  mate  . . . • 

do.  . 

. 55 

Two  engineers,  at  $100  each, 

do. 

. 200 

Eight  deck  hands,  at  $40  each, 

do. 

. 320 

Sixteen  firemen,  at  $45  each, 

do. 

560 

Steward  .... 

do.  . 

. 60 

Two  cooks,  at  $50  each,  . . 

do. 

100 

Cabin  hoys,  waiters  and  chambermaids, 

altogether,  .... 

. 200 

Total  amount  of  wages  per  mor 

ith, 

$2,255 

Daily  expenses  of  the  boat  for  wood  $95, 

besides 

the  cost  of  the  table. 


Virginia  gold.  The  Richmond  Whig  states  that 
gold  continues  to  come  in.  The  editor  of  that 
print  saw  eight  bars  from  the  Busky  mine,  which 
yields  a good  profit  on  the  capital  invested. 


Trade  of  the  lakes.  In  1831,  there  were  only  99 
American  vessels,  (of  which  10  were  steamboats), 
and  17  British  vessels  on  Lake  Erie — total  86,  with 
an  aggregate  tonnage  of  5,000  tons.  Of  the  pre- 
sent shipping  navigating  that  lake,  the  Erie,  (Pa.) 
Observer  says; 

There  are  now  over  40  American  steamboats, 
with  an  average  tonnage  of  probably  300  each, 
making  in  a!!  over  12,000  tons.  The  other  ship- 
P1”?  "U'f  l.:r'  '“We  to  estimate;  though  there  is 
no  doubt  u will  exceed  300  vessels,  wnu  <m  average 
tonnage  of  at  least  6.9  tons  each;  thus  making.au 
aggregate  of  over  30,000;  and  showing  an  increase 
in  six  years  or'  500  per  cent,  in  the  number  of  ves- 
sels, and  600  in  the  tonnage.  And  yet  ail  these 
vessels,  notwithstanding  the  peculiar  state  of  the 
times,  are  doing  more  than  they  did  in  1331. 


Professor  Racers,  in  his  geological  report,  givps 
the  following  stat-urmnt  of  the  astonishing  arrange- 
ment of  strata  in  Hampshire  county,  Virginia. 

“Upon  a rich  stratum  of  iron  ore , not  hss  than 
15  feet  thick,  rests  a bed  of  sandstone,  upon  which 
reposes  a coal  seam  3 feet  thick;  another  bed  ot 
sandstone,  then  a -two  feet  vein  of  coal,  n xt  sand 
s’oup,  a r,  I ih'-n  another  'coal  seam  of  four  feet; 
again  a stratum  of  sandstone,  and  over  it  a seven 
feet  vein  of  coal,  over  this  a heavy  bed  of  iron  ore, 


Wheeling  rope  walk.  We  have  neglected  to  notice 
heretofore  among  the  many  improvements  in  our 
neighborhood,  the  rope  walk  of  Messrs.  D.  Myerle 
& Co.  situated  in  the  island,  commonly  called  Co- 
lumbia city.  The  enterprise  of  this  gentleman  is 
worthy  of  the  highest  commendation.  He  has  com- 
pleted, in  addition  to  that  in  our  city,  on  lus  im- 
proved plan,  as  “patentee  and  proprietor  of  the 
great  improvements  in  manufacturing  cordage,”  j 
one  at  St.  Louis,  one  at  Louisville,  and  one  at  Cin-  | 


cihnati.  They  are  all  driven  hv  steam  power,  and 
when  in  lull  operation,  employ  upwards  of  two 
hundred  workmen!  The  manufactory  in  this  city, 
finishes  for  $>‘40  to  050,000  worth  of  cordage  per 
year,  and  employs  from  30  to  40  hands.  Our  citi- 
zens would  do  well  to  pay  a visit  to  the  island, 
as  an  examination  ol  these  works  alone  will  amply 
repay  them  for  their  trouble.  [Wheeling  Gaz. 

Oil  cloth  factory.  Messrs.  Kelsall  & Cowdin  are 
carrying  on  vigorously  the  manufacture  of  oil  floor 
cloths,  furniture  cloths,  &e.  &<_.  jn  their  snlenriid 
building,  put  up  for  the  purpose,  on  the  island  ad- 
joining the  new  rope  walk.  The  cloths  manufac- 
tured by  these  gentlemen  are  of  a very  superior 
quality,  combining  beauty  with  strength  and  dura- 
bility. [Ib. 

Wool  gathering  in  Vermont.  The  aggr  egate  crop 
(or  clip)  of  this  great  Green  Mountain  staple,  is 
estimated  in  the  Rutland  Herald  at  more  than  three 
millions  of  pounds,  which  at  the  prices  of  last  year 
(sixty  cents  a pound)  will  amount  to  nearly  two 
millions  of  dollars.  The  fleeces  are  said  to  be  now 
ready  for  market. 

General  Gaines.  The  Boonville  (Missouri)  He- 
rald of  the  1st  instant  says — “The  war-worn  ve- 
teran, general  E.  P.  Gaines,  of  the  United  States 
army,  passed  here  this  morning  on  board  the  steam- 
boat Wilmington,  on  his  way  to  Fort  Leavenworth; 
the  object  of  his  trip,  being,  as  he  informed  us,  to 
suppress  the  symptoms  of  Indian  hostility  mani- 
fested in  that  quarter.  He  authorises  us  fo  state, 
that  the  Potawatomies  will  be  removed  from  the 
Platte  at  all  hazards — so  soon  as  the  o-ovamiaen  t 
of  the  United  States  shall  authorise  him  to  pro- 
ceed against  them.  We  consider  ourselves  pecu- 
liarly fortunate  in  havingthe  protedion  of  our  fron- 
tier committed  to  this  venerable  specimen  of  Ame- 
rican valor.  May  heaven  speed  his  progress.  He 
carries  safety,  if  not  immediate  peace,  to  Upper 
Missouri.” 

Maple  sugar.  Mr.  Dunham,  of  Woodstock,  Vf. 
made  this  season  one  hundred  and  ten  pounds  of 
good  dry  sugar  from  two  honored  and  fiffy-six  gal- 
lons ol  sap  of  the  rock  maple.  Imported  sugar  is 
so  high  our  farmers  must  have  a good  supply  of  the 
home  made  another  season. 

Naval.  The  following  officers  have  been  order- 
ed to  the  ship  Ontario,  now  tilting  out  at  the  navy 
yard,  New'  York,  destination  the  West  Indies: — 
Commander,  Samuel  L.  Breese.  Lients.  Samuel 
Barron,  N.  W.  Duke,  H.  'M.  Houston.  J.  B.  Cut- 
ting, S.  P.  Lee.  Acting  master.  If.  French.  Pass- 
ed midshipman,  T.  T.  Hunter.  Purser,  Joseph 
Brvan.  Midshipmen,  J.  S.  Neville,  J.  M.  B.  Clifz, 
J.  Norvell.  W.  M.  E.  Adams,  H.  P.  Rohprfson,  E. 
A.  Barnett.  C.  R.  Howard,  W.  Reid,  B.  F.  An- 
derson. L.  M.  Wilkins,  W.  B.  Douglass.  J.  West, 
acting  boatswain.  Jonathan  Berry,  acting  gunner. 
J.  Cahill,  acting  carpenter.  J.  F.  Tatem.  acting 
sailmaker. 

Mary  Chilton.  An  elegant  barque  recently  built 
at  Dnxbury,  Massachusetts,  is  now  lying  in  our 
harbor,  says  the  Boston  Transcript,  called  the  Mary 
Chilton,  in  honor  of  the  first  woman  who  landpd  at 
Plymouth  in  1620.  from  ship  May  Flower.  How 
far,  how  very  tar  was  it  from  the  thought  of  the 
genrie  dame, When  her  foot  touched  the  shore,  that 
the  event  would  he  remembered  and  commemorat- 
ed two  hundred  years  afterwards,  and  her  name  he 
wriftpn  and  printed  fen  thousands  of  times,  and  a 
noble  barque  become  her  cenotaph  when  the  place 
of  her  rest  was  known  no  longer. 

Mr.  Desilver,  of  Philadelphia,  has  published  a 
third  edition  of  Mathew  Carey’s  Vindicate  Hiber- 
nici ”,  a work  which  most  ahlv  vindicates  the  con- 
duct of  Ireland,  and  relieves  that  country  from  the 
censures  imposed  upon  her  through  the  misrepre- 
sentations of  those  who  have  been  interested  in 
detracting  from  her  claims,  on  the  score  of  justice 
and  patriotism. 

Land  sales  in  Michigan.  The  university  and 
school  lands  in  Kalamazoo  county,  Michigan,  were 
sold  a few  days  since.  T1  •>  n.'.Wnvsily  averaged 
from  020  to  $50.  and  the  school  (which  embraces 
every  sixteenth  section  of  the  state)  brought  from 
08  to  $445  per  acre!  One  school  section  sold  at 
$32,000,  averaging  $50  an  acre.  Whole  amount 
of  acres  8,100,  yielding  $150,000.  Tri  Calhoun 
county  the  sabs  on  the  5th  and  Pth  were  2.000 
acres,  averaging  $11  60  per  acre.  Tie  whole 
number  of  sales  in  that  county  brought  $60,000.  - 

The  Louisiana  Adveri’ser  of  the  19th  inst.  com- 
plains  of  the- exposed  condition  of  the  graves  m the 
hurvbig  ground  at  New  Orleans,  ■ ■:  d attributes  to 
that  cause  much  of  the  sickness  which  generally 
prevails  at  this  season  of  the  year. 
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Specie  and  stocks.  The  New  York  Commer- 
cial Advertiser  reports  the  sales  at  the  brokers  board 
on  the  9 th  as  follows: 

Specie — The  sales  at  the  board  this  morning  were 
1,000  half  dollars  at  S : premium,  and  1,000  Mexi- 
can dollars  at  10  do. 

We  notice  American  gold  at  7}  a SJ  premium; 
quarter  dollars  7 a 7.\  do";  Spanish  dollars  11  a 12 
do.;  five  franc  pieces  .1  02',  a .$1  03};  Napoleons 
$4  10  a >'4  20;  sovereigns  $5  34  a $5  39;  Patriot 
doubloons  $10  75  a $16  80. 

A treasury  draft  for  $1,650,  sold  at  3J  per  cent, 
pre  mium. 

jLxcmt-nge.  me  transactions  in  European  ex- 
changes Joe  the  packets  which  left  yesterday  were 
again  of  a very  limited  nature.  The  sales  on  Eng- 
land were  at  18}  a TV.  per  cent,  premium,  being” a 
decline  from  previous  rates;  on  France,  f.  4 85  a 
f.  4 90  and  on  Hamburg,  38}  a 39.  Some  trifling 
sales  were  also  made  on  Bremen  at  78  cents,  on 
Holland  nothing  was  done  for  want  of  bills. 

The  shipments  of  specie  were  again  much  less 
extensive;  the  Independence,  for  Liverpool,  carried 
out  only  $155,250,  including  15,000  sovereigns; 

9 and  the  Poland,  for  Harve,  in  gold  and  silver,  03,000 
dollars;  together,  $223,250,  which  were  purchased 
principally  as  follows:  American  gold  and  half  dol- 
lars 8}  a 9 per  cent.;  sovereigns  $5  34  a $5  35; 
Mexican  dollars  9}  a 10;  Spanish  doubloons  $17  30; 
Patriot  do.  $16  75;  five  franc  pieces  $1  02}  a $1  03; 
and  Napoleons  $4  10  a $4  12. 

Large  quantities  of  specie  were  arriving,  almost 
daily,  at  New  Orleans  from  Mexico. 

tin  the  1st  inst.  the  City  bank  of  New  Orleans 
suddenly  resumed  specie  payments,  and  there  was 
a tremendous  rush  until  3 o’clock,  when  specie 
payments  were  again  as  suddenly  suspended. 

Three  conductas  had  arrived  at  Tampico  with 
shout  two  millions  six  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
which  is  to  he  thus  distributed: 

By  the  Brilliant,  for  New  York,  $120,000,  by 
dilferent  vessels  to  New  Orleans,  $500,000,  by  the 
British  frigate  Madagascar,  bound  to  Jamaica,  to 
meet  the  packet,  $500,000,  by  a vessel  hound  to 
Jamaica,  $100,000.  The  balance  is  to  be  carried 
to  England  by  the  first  vessels. 

jV  L Mge  ^ United  States  bank  stock 
been  purchased  and  remitted  to  Europe. — • 

h ?.'«otations  were  at  $1  18  to  $1  18}  cash, 
on  snort  time,  ..  

decline. 

The  editor  of  Bicknell’s  Philadelphia  Reporter, 
who  has  lately  visited  New  York  and  Massachu- 
setts, under  the  head  of  “money  market”  says — 
“In  Boston  the  embarrassment  and  pressure  are 
experienced  about  the  same  extent  as  in  Philadel- 
phia; while  in  New  York,  the  calamity  is,  in  its 
effects,  frightful  indeed.  The  greatest  sufferers  in 
Boston  are  the  manufacturers,  and  those  connect- 
ed with  the  various  establishments  at  Lynn,  Wey- 
mouth, Hingham,  Lowell  arid  other  manufacturing 
towns.  Many  of  the  mills,  as  they  are  called,  are 
entirely  lifeless,  while  others  are  kept  going  by  the 
proprietors,  merely  in  mercy  to  the  workmen.  All 
have  saved  a little,  during  prosperous  times,  and  it 
is  upon  this  little  they  arc  now  depending.  In  the 
commercial  walks,  the  aspect  of  affairs  is  some- 
what better;  but  still  it  i.s  bad  enough,  and  must 
co/ftinue  to  grow  worse,  unless  a speedy  remedy  be 
provided  by  congress.” 

Foreign  news.,  By  the  packet  ship  Montreal 
from  London,  the  editors  of  the  New  York  papers 
have  received  London  papers  to  the  30th  June  in- 
clusive. They  contain  hut  tittle  news  of  interest. 
The  money  market  was  active  and  confidence  was 
slowly  r turning.  The  cotton  market  stands  fair, 
and  the  manufacturing  districts  seem  improving. 
The  bank  has  extended  further  relief  to  several 
houses  ceiicerm-ii  m urn  American  trade,  and  aided 
a number  engaged  in  the  trade  Wien  oiuua  «,„!  the 
East  Indies.  On  the  whole,  the  aspect  of  affairs 
was  encouraging,  anil  the  belief  was  general  that 
the  crisis  has  passed. 

The  queen  has  confided  the  administration  of 
affairs  to  the  ministry  she  found  in  place.  The 
firteral  of  the  late  king  was  to  take  place  on  the 
8th  of  July — The  body  was  placed  in  a leaden 
coffin  and  put  into  the  custody  of  the  yeomen  of 
the  guard,  who  were  constantly  on  duty.  The  co- 
ronation of  queen  Victoria  cannot  take  place  till 
Vol.  LII — Sig.  24. 


after  the  month  of  March,  in  consequence  of  the 
saving  clause  in  the  proclamation,  announcing  her 
accession  to  the  crown.  Provision  is  about  to  be 
made  for  the  absence  of  an  heir  presumptive  to 
the  throne.  Parliament,  it  was  expected  would 
be  dissolved  about  the  20th  of  July.  The  budget 
would  be  brought  forward  on  the  first  of  that  month, 
and  was  expected  with  much  anxiety;  in  the  mean 
time,  the  miscellaneous  supplies  continue  to  be 
voted;  amongst  them  we  see  £14,140  for  the  eccle- 
siaslical  establishments  of  the  British  North  Ameri- 
can colonies;  £ 14,000  for  canals  in  Canada;  £09,950 
for  justice  in  slave  colonies;  £30,000  for  education 
in  slave  colonies,  & c.  The  latter  votes  elicited  a 
slight  debate  on  the  slave  .trade. 

There  are  alread.v  n L-a-  .......bor  ot  candidates 

in  tne  neirt  lor  parliament;  and  as  an  Indication  ortho 
views  of  the  opposite  parties  we  will,  in  our  next, 
publish  the  address  of  lord  John  Russell,  and  that 
of  sir  R.  Peel  to  their  respective  constituents.  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  has  declined  a re-election  in  con- 
sequence of  ill  health. 

In  the  house  of  commons,  on  the  29th  of  June, 
a bill  was  passed  in  committee,  extending  to  hills 
of  exchange  and  other  commercial  paper,  having 
twelve  months  or  less  to  run,  the  exemption  from 
the  usury  laws,  which  by  the  recent  charter  of  the 
bank  of  England,  is  extended: to  commercial  paper 
of  three  months. 

In  support  of  this  bill,  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer said: 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  commercial  cri- 
sis, no  result  had  been  more  satisfactorily  estab- 
lished than  that  the  relaxation  of  the  usury  laws  in 
the  clause  of  the  bank  charter  act,  with  respect  to 
bills  of  three  months,  had  operated  most  benefi- 
cially. But  it  was  well  known  there  were  many 
important  branches  of  the  commerce  of  this  coun- 
try, whose  transactions  could  only  lie  represented 
by  bills  of  much  longer  date — say  twelve  months: 
and  parties  were  obliged  for  the  purpose  of  evad- 
ing the  law,  to  cover  one  transaction  by  four  bills 
of  three  months,  which  might  be  represented  much 
more  conveniently,  and  without  the  additional 
charge  for  stamp  duty,  by  a single  hill 

It  now  appears  that  the  accounts  brought  by  the 
last  arrivals,  of  an  important  victory- gained  in  the 
north  of  Spain  by  the  commander  of  the  queen’s 
forces  there,  the  Baron  de  Meer,  over  the  army 
***~»  - fabrication  or  at  least 

nothing  more  than  a skirmish  with  some  Carlist 
partizan.  Don  Carlos  has  reached  with  his  army 
without  any  serious  opposition,  the  important  town 
of  Solona  in  the  centre  of  Catalonia,  and  there  is 
little  doubt  that  the  whole  of  that  province,  one  of 
the  most  warlike  in  Spain,  will  fall  into  his  posses- 
sion, some  of  his  leaders  being  already  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Barcelona.  The  queen  in  the  meantime 
is  issuing  proclamations  and  granting  amnesties  in 
Madrid,  but  her  army  appears  incompetent  to  any 
effectual  operation. 

Southern  convention.  The  following  circu- 
lar has  been  circulated  in  the  southern  states: 

Athens,  Geo.  July  21  st,  1837. 

Sir:  A crisis  has  arrived  in  the  commercial  af- 
fairs of  the  south  and  south  west;  a crisis  the  most 
favorable  that  has  occurred  since  the  formation  of 
the  American  government  to  attempt  a new  orga- 
nization of  our  commercial  relations  with  Europe. 
We  ought  to  be  our  own  importers  and  exporters, 
for  the  very  best  reason,  that  we  furnish  nearly  all 
the  articles  of  export  in  the  great  staples  of  cotton, 
rice  and  tobacco.  This  is  a singular  advantage  for 
any  people  to  enjoy.  Yet,  with  all  this  in  our  fa- 
vor by  nature,  we  employ  the  merchants’  of  the 
northern  cities  as  our  agents  in  this  business! — 
They  export  our  immense  valuable  productions, 
and  import  our  articles  of  consumption— and  from 
this  agency  they  derive  a profit  which  has  enriched 

them,  at  our  expense.  It  has  indeed,  either  direct- 
ly or  indirectly,  made  the  whole  of  the  north  and 
north  west  what  they  are.  It  is. time  this  unequal 
state  of  things  should  cease;  that  we  should  look  to 
the  natural  advantages  of  our  situation  as  southern 
men;  and  take  measures  to  secure  to  ourselves  the 
foil  en  joyment  of  them. 

Should  your  views  he  in  accordance  with  ours, 
we  propose,  respectfully,  that  a convention  of 
southern  and  western  merchants  be  held  in  the  city 


of  Augusta  Ga.  on  the  third  Monday  in  October 
next,  then  and  there  to  take  into  consideration  the 
whole  subject,  as  it  stands  connected  with  our  pre- 
sent and  future  interests. 

We  beg  that  you  will  not  think  lightly  of  the 
matter.  [t  is  a most  important  one,  involving  this 
interests  of  millions  yet  unbourn. 

Letter  from  Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll.  The  edi- 
tors of  the  “N.  York  Evening  Post”  have  been  fur- 
nished with  a copy  of  correspondence  between  a 
few  democratic  citizens  of  Poughkeepsie,  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.  acting  for  themselves  o,1(j  others, 
and  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  of  Philadelphia.  The 
immediate  inducements  to  this  correspondence, 
was  the  publication  of  Mr.  Ingersoll’s  report  on 
ctn t ency  and  corporations,  made  at  the  1 a t sc.'mo.i 
of  the  Pennsylvania  reform  convention,  which  had 
been  distributed  gratuitously  in  Dutchess  county, 
&c. 

“These  gentlemen  observe  in  their  address,  in  re- 
ference to  the  success  of  Mr.  Ingersoll’s  opponent 
in  the  recent  election,  that  the  result  does  not  abate 
one  iota  of  their  trust  in  democracy  or  in  the  sove- 
•reignty  of  the  people;  or  in  the  parent  of  both — Di- 
vine Providence  “We  hardly  dared,”  say  they, 
“to  hope  for  your  success  at  this  time,  for  we  live 
in  a bank-ridden  (though  now  a hank  surfeited) 
county  ourselves,,  and  we  know  the  bankers’  ef- 
forts; they  will  fight  and- are  fighting  for  life  and 
death — for  the  present,  not  for  the  future — though 
crippled,  they  work  with  the  energy  of  despair 
united  with  the  discipline  of  organization  and  the 
mercenary  means  which  yet  they  wield.” 

Mr.  Ingersoll  responded  to  the  address  in  the  fol- 
lowing letter: 

“Messrs:  11.  B.  Taylor,  Charles  Ward,  W.  D Scally, 

Isaac  Nash  and  W.  A.  Shaw,  Poughkeepsie: 

“ Gentlemen : Your  cordial  and  welcome  letter  of 
the  4th  instant, followed  me  herefrom  Philadelphia. 

I acknowledge  it  most  gratefully,  as  one  of  the  many 
encouragements  unexpectedly  received  from  other 
states  than  my  own,  to  persevere  in  the  humble  and 
arduous  pfFnrt  Lgnn.  and  which  will  not  he  aban- 
doned or  relented,  to  free  this  country  from  an  up- 
start aristocracy,  and  a system  of  taxation,  more  an- 
noying and  intolerable  than  ever  a mother  country 
vexed  it  with.  If  the  rural  population  will  but 
unite  and  act  together  as  the  city  drones  do,  relief 
will  he  easy  and  speedy — otherwise  we  are  recolo- 
nised,  not  to  a great  Lin~3am,  but  lo  a tew  inom 
despicable  despots  of  Threadneedle  street.  That 
such  dishonoring  result  may  and  must  not  be  the 
offspring  of  American  independence  is  the  prayer, 
and  shall  be  the  incessant  endeavor  of,  gentlemen, 
your  friend  and  obliged  obedient  servant, 

“C.  J.  Ingersoll. 
“Harrisburgh,  8 th  July,  1837.” 

Opinions  of  gen.  Jackson.  The  “Globe”  of 
Wednesday  night  last,  contains  the  following  ex-  ■ 
tracts  of  letters  recently  received  from  general 
Jackson. 

Extracts  of  letters  from  the  late  president. 

“Now  is  the  time  to  separate  the  government 
from  all  banks — to  receive  and  disburse  the  revenue 
in  nothing  but  gold.and  silver  coin,  and  the  circu- 
lation of  our  coin  through  all  public  disbursements 
will  regulate  the  currency  for  ever  hereafter — keep 
the  government  free  from  all  embarrassment,  whilst 
it  leaves  the  commercial  community  to  trade  upon 
its  own  capital,  and  the  banks  to  accommodate  it 
with  such  exchange  and  credit  as  best  suits  then- 
own  interests — both  bikig  money-making  concerns, 
devoid  of  patriotism,  looking  alone  to  tkrir  own  in- 
terests, regardless  of  others.  It  has  been  and  ever 
will  be  a curse  to  the  government  to  have  any  en- 
tanglement or  interest  with  either,  or  more  than  a 
general  superintending  care  of  all.  But  the  com- 
mercial community  hitherto  has  been  fostered  by 

lU/rA'-nrnmeriJo  the  a'reat  injury  of  the  labor  of 
the  coninry,  utrtrruic  uicitomni  A,- — 

hined  with  the  banks,  have  assumed  the  right  lo 
control  and  manage  the  government,  ns  their  par- 
ticular interest  requires,  regardless  of  the  great  de- 
mocracy of  numbers,  who  they  believe  ought  to  be, 
and  they  are  determined  they  shall  be,  hewers  ot 
wood  and  drawers  of  water.  I repeat,  that  I am 
proud  to  see-the  firm  and  noble  stand  taken  by  the 
I executive  government  on  this  occasion.  Tile  pco- 
I pie  are  with  it,  and  will  support  it  triumphantly.” 
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“The  history  of  the  world  never  has  recorded  3uch 
base  treachery  and  perfidy  as  has  been  committed 
by  the  deposite  banks  against  the  government,  and 
purely  with  the  view  of  gratifying  Biddle  and  the 
Barings,  and  by  the  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
degrade,  embarrass  and  ruin,  if  they  could, 
their  own  country,  for  the  selfish  views  of  mak- 
ing large  profits  by  throwing  out  millions  of  depre- 
ciated paper  upon  the  people- — selling  their  specie 
at  large  premiums,  and  buying  up  their  own  paper 
at  discounts  of  from  25  to  50  per  cent,  and  now 
looking  forward  to  he  indulge  in  these  speculations 
for  years  to  come,  before  they  resume  specie  pay- 
ments.” 

This  letter  was  dated,  “ Hermitage , July  9,  1837.” 
[private] 

Hermitage  July  23,  1837. 

My  dear  sir:  I have  just  received  the  Globe  of 
13th,  and  am  pleased  to  discover  from  it  and  other 
papers  that  the  democracy  are  uniting  upon  the 
plan  of  separating  the  government  from  corpora- 
tions of  all  kinds,  and  to  collect  the  revenue,  keep 
and  disburse  it,  by  their  own  agents.  This  alone 
can  secure  safety  to  our  revenue,  and  control  over 
issues  of  paper  by  the  state  banlcs.  The  revenue, 
reduced  to  the  real  wants  of  the  government,  paya- 
ble in  gold  and  silver  coin  (no  credits),  to  be  dis- 
bursed by  the  government  in  gold  and  silver,  will 
give  us  an  undeviating  metallic  currency,  prevent 
hereafter  overtrading,  and  give  prosperity  to  all 
branches  of  business;  whilst  the  banks  and  the 
commercial  community  will  be  left  to  manage  their 
exchanges,  and  all  matters  between  them,  in  their 
own  way.  I hope  and  trust  that  the  whole  democra- 
cy of  the  whole  union  will  unite  in  adopting  these 
measures,  and  democracy  of  numbers  will  never 
have  another  contest  with  the  aristocracy  of  the 
few  and  their  paper  credit  system,  upon  which  they 
at  present  rely  to  rule  the  country. 

I hope  no  treasury  notes  will  be  issued.  The 
treasury  drafts  upon  actual  deposites  are  constitu- 
tional, and  do  not  partake  of  paper  credits  as  trea- 
sury notes,  which  are  subject  to  depreciation  by 
the  merchants  and  banks  and  shavers  and  brokers; 
and  will  be,  if  issued,  and  the  government  cannot 
avoid  it.  Different  must  it  be  with  treasury  drafts, 
drawn  upon  actual  deposites;  and  from  the  conduct 
of  the  banks  and  the  merchants,  they  deserve  no 
favors  from  the  government,  which  they  have  at- 
tempted to  disgrace,  and  to  destroy  its  credit, 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  It  is  the  great  working 
class  that  deserves  protection  from  the  frauds  of  the 
banks. 

Mr.  Clay.  A correspondent  of  the  Richmond 
Wh'iv  has  cemmunicated  the  following  extract  of  a 
letter  from  JVlr-  Clay. 

“I  thank  you,  my  dear  sir,  for  your  friendly 
•yviaiies  and  fooliugo  towards  me.  If  I have  been, 
during  my  public  career,  sensible  of  great  injustice 
having  been  done  me,  I have  nevertheless  had  the 
consofation  ot  that  I possessed  the  esteem 

and  confidence  of  many  good  men.  Above  all,  I 
have  enjoyed  the  consciousness  of  endeavoring  to 
discharge  my  duty  towards  our  common  country. 

“1  should  be  most  happy  if  I could  outlive  ca- 
lamities which  have  befallen  it,  and  which  I have 
in  vain  struggled  to  avert.  As  for  myself  personal- 
ly, I wish  nothing,  seek  nothing,  expect  nothing 
from  the  public.” 


The  fair  of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Me- 
chanics institution  will  be  held  on  the  18th  of  Sep- 
tember next,  at  Faneuil  Hall,  Boston,  and  it  is  ex- 
pected that  there  will  be  a great  display  of  useful 
and  beautiful  articles  from  our  work  shops.  The 
Boston  Gazette  states  that  its  editors  have  been  au- 
thorised by  one  of  their  liberal  fellow  citizens,  to 
‘offer  a premium  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  he  given 
to  the  person  who  shall  succeed  in  inventing  a ma- 
chine that  will  be  successful  in  cleaning  the  side- 
walks, either  by  horse  or  hand  power,  immediately 
after  a snow  storm.  Competitors  for  the  premium 
will  have  to  exhibit  their  machines  at  the  above 
mentioned  fair,  and  competition  is  invited  from 
abroad.  A committee,  composed  of  disinterested 
individuals,  will  decide  upon  the  merits  of  the  se- 
veral machines  which  may  be  offered,  and  award 
the  premium  to  the  successful  competitor.” 

Dixon  the  slave.  In  this  case,  the  chief  jus- 
tice of  the  supreme  court,  on  the  motion  to.  quash 
the  writ  of  homine  de  replegiando,  on  Tuesday  last, 
decided  the  question  in  favor  of  the  claimant,  leav- 
ing for  the  adjudication  of  the  court  of  errors  the 
constitutional  question,  as  to  tne  ngm.  ur  11. 1.;  state 
in  slave  cases  to  prescribe  laws  interfering-  with  the 
laws  of  congress  governing  the  subject.  Messrs. 
Sedgwick  and  Dresser  for  the  slave,  and  Messrs. 
Morrell  and  Van  Vechten  for  the  claimant. 

[V.  F.  Express. 

Maryland  election.  On  comparing  the  votes 
published  in  the  last  “Register”  with  the  official 
returns,  since  received,  we  find  that  the  votes  in 
the  third  and  fifth  districts  were  not  correctly  stat- 
ed. Worthington’s  majority  over  Brown  in  the  3d 
district  is  442,  not  287,  viz: 

Brown.  Worthington. 

Baltimore  1,144  1,504 

Harford  740  71fr 

Carroll  355  461 


2,239 


2,681 

2,239 

442 


Worthington’s  maj. 

Johnson’s  majority  over  Kimmel  in  the  fifth  dis- 
trict is  93,  not  139,  viz 


Johnson. 

Eirnmel. 

Frederick 

807 

548 

Carrol 

327 

324 

Montgomery 

392 

461 

1,526 

1,433 

1,433 

Johnson’s  maj. 

93 

which,  at  the  same  valuation,  would  amount  to 
about  $297,000,  in  all,  over  $2,000,000.  [drgus. 

Exports  of  cotton.  We  find  in  the  Mobile 
Chronicle  of  July  1,  the  following  statement  of  the 
exports  of  cotton  from  the  U.  States,  up  to  the 
latest  dates  this  season,  as  compared  with  the  ex- 
ports for  the  same  period  last  year. 

From.  ls£  Oct.  From  1st  Oct. 

1836,  to  latesk  1835,  to  same 

dates  in  1837.  period  in  1836. 


G.  Biir. 

Cont. 

G.  Brit. 

Cont. 

N.  Orleans,  June  24, 

313.314 

147,778 

107,427 

144,459 

Mobile,  June  29, 

135,128 

32,428 

123,078 

25,334 

Savannah,  June  22, 

116,251 

12,163 

140,910 

16,396 

Charleston,  June  24, 

90.213 

46.101 

92,081 

75,389 

Virginia,  June  3, 

- 5 690 

7,095 

7,085 

2,148 

New  York,  June  14, 

64,500 

22,740 

42,599 

30,865 

Other  ports,  June  8, 

25,838 

1,739 

18,802 

1,258 

740.934 

270,044 

627,982 

295,844  ! 

Total  amount  of  exports  this  season  1,010,998 

Total  amount  of  exports  same  period  last  season  923,826 
Excess  this  season  87,172. 

rusi-usm*.  RAJNii.=  . ttiik  ioiIOwnig  comparative 
statement  of  the  government  deposites  in  the  hanks 
of  the  city  nf  Maw  Ynrk  is  made  in  the  Herald: 
Government  deposites. 

Jan.  1.  July  1 . liter.  Beer. 

2,064.917  992 1904  1,071,053 

2,000,000  ~ — 


Bank  of  America, 
Mechanics. 

Phenix, 

Merchants, 

Union, 

National; 

Merchants’  exchange, 
Leather  manufac. 
Lafayette, 

Sevenili  ward, 
Tradesman’s, 


579,880 

769,634 

120,000 

380.000 

450.000 

345.000 
337,500 

200.000 


944,582 
183,795  183,795 

140,066  

130.634  

150,624  30,624 

115,498  

135.069  — — 

134,000  ■ — 

133,101  

41,987  - — - 


1,055,418 

439,824 

579.000 

264,502 
264,911 
211, 00% 
194,399 
158,213 


7,176.031  3,152,330  214,419  4,238,120 
3,152,330  ' 214,410 


4,023,701 


1,023,701  Dim.  depos. 


Gold  coinage.  Coinage  of  gold  at  the  mint 
during  the  month  of  July,  1837: 

Remaining  uncoined  30th  June 
Deposited  for  coinage 


$109,215 

61,510 


170,725 

104,490 

$66,235 


North  Carolina.  The  majority  for  Mr.  Stan- 
ly, (W.)  in  the  3d  district  is  308.  The  elections 
are  still  going'on,  hut  we  have  no  information  that 
can  be  relied  on. 

The  called  session.  The  day  appointed  by 
the  president  for  the  commencement  of  the  called 
session  of  congress,  is  the  first  Monday  in  Septem- 
ber— being  the*  4th  day  of  the  month.  We  state 
the  fact  th-us  distinctly  because  we  believe  that  the 
day  has  been  mistaken  in  a distant  part  of  the 
country.  [Nat.  Jut, 

Wheat  and  flour.  The  flour  and  wheat  ar- 
rived at  the  Hudson  river  by  way  of  the  Erie  canal, 
in  the.years  1836  and  1837,  up  to  the  15th  day  of 
July  in  each  year,  is  as  follows,  viz: 


Amount  coined  in  July 

Remaining  uncoined  31st  July 

Post  office  departiIBnt.  Jugust  2,  1837. 
Notice.  The  postmaster  general  will  be  absent  from 
Washington  a few  days.  In  conformity  with  the 
40th  section  of  the  act  of  the  2d  July,  1336,  to  re- 
organize the  post  office  department,  &c.  all  the  pow- 
ers and  duties  of  the  postmaster  general  devolve  on 

such  occasions  on  the  first  assistant  postmaster  ge- 
IlCToii . o.  xi. nuuwcjcsq.  me  yntrseiu  UTSt  QSSlsrnnt.. 

win,  inereiore,  be  the  acting  postmaster  general  dur- 
ing the  absence  of  the  head  of  the  department. 

Naval  court  martial.  We  learn  from  the 
Pensacola  Gazette  of  the  29th  ult.  that  a naval  court 
martial  was  then  sitting  on  board  the  frigate  Con- 
stellation, for  the  trial  of  several  officers.  It  is  un- 
derstood that  when  its  labors  are  through,  the  court 
has  beer,  ordered  to  resolve  itself  into  one  of  inquiry, 
and  receive  testimony  in  relation  to  the  capture  of 
the  Mexican  brig,  gen.  Urea. 


328,671 

194,510 


169,694 

39,477 

130,217 


134,161 


26,043 


Flour,  1836,  barrels, 

“ 1837,  “ 

Falling  off  in  barrels, 

Wheat,  1836,  bushels, 

“ 1837,  “ 

Falling  off,  in  bushels. 

Or  equal,  in  barrels,  to 

Thus  showing  a falling  off  in  hbis.  equal  to  160,204 

rrhe»  nnmlraY'  nf  Vin  dialc  nf  whpal  ( I~  — *4 

not  wholly,  from,  foreign  counirtes)  brought  from 
New  York,  and  cleared  at  Albany  and  West  Troy, 
upon  the  Erie  canal,  in  this  year  up  to  the  15th  of 
July,  is  137,684  bushels,  equal,  at  5 bushels  to  the 
barrel,  to  27,536  barrels  of  flour. 

On  the  supposition  that  flour  and  wheat  are  not, 
to  any  extent,  held  back,  and  that  the  tailing  off  is 
to  be  attributed  to  the  shortness  of  the  crop  of  last 
year,  the  loss  to  the  wheat  districts  in  consequence, 
estimating  flour  at  $11  per  barrel,  may  lie  put 
down  at  $1,760,000.  To  this  should  be  added  the 
value  of  the  foreign  wheat  carried  up  the  canal, 


The  District  of  Columbia  and  Texas. 
The  Providence  Courier  contains  letters  from 
Messrs.  Tillinghast  Cranston,  Pearce,  Howard, 
Dorn  and  King,  candidates  for  the  office  of  represen- 
tatives from  Rhode  Island  to  the  25th  congress,  in 
reply  to  the  following  questions  submitted  to  each 
of  them,  by  the  executive  committee  of  the  Rhode 
Island  anti-slavery  society,  that  their  several  views 
on  the  subjects  thereof  might  be  known  to  those 
who  wish  to  use  their  votes  for  the  extinction  of 
slavery,  viz: 

1.  Do  you  believe  that  congress  has  the  right  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia? 

2.  Do  you  believe  that  congress  should  sustain 
unabridged  the  right  of  the  upor1"  t~-r-‘'aVn 
the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the 

District  of  Columbia?  --  > 

tj . jl jkj  „ u.-i  xiixi in D6rs  oi  congress 

should  sustain  by  their  influence  and  vote  the  pray- 
er of  those  who  petition  for  the  immediate  abolition 
of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  fhe  District  of 
Columbia? 

4.  Are  you  in  favor  of  or  against  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States? 

The  answers  to  these  questions,  from  the  several 
gentlemen  named  as  candidates,  occupy  together 
nearly  four  columns  of  the  Courier;  their  length 
prevents  our  publishing  them  entire.  The  answers 
are  all  in  affirmative  as  to  the  three  first  questions 
which  were  proposed  and  to  the  4th  question,  all 
are  opposed  to  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  U. 
States,  under  its  present  circumstances. 

[iV.  Y.  Express. 

Maria  Monk.  Col.  Stone,  in  the  New  York 
Commercial  Advertiser  of  Monday,  in  a long  and 
interesting  article  on  the  subject  of  the  “Awful 
Disclosusers,”  says: 

“We  have  had  ’it  in  oiir  power  these  six  weeks, 
to  state  the  fact,  that  Maria  Mor.k  lias  herself,  more 
than  once,  admitted  the  whole  thing  to  be  an  impos- 
ture! We  could  give,  if  we  had  the  space,  a series 
oi  her  conversations  upon  the  subjpct  in  detail. 
But  that  is  not  necessary.  She  has  declared,  fully 
and  freely,  that  there  is  not  a shadow  of  truth  ill 
her  stories  respecting  the  Hotel  Dieu;  that  the  state- 
ment published  by  us  last  fall,  was  correct  as  far 
knew  any  thing  about  it.  She  has  more 
man  once  declared  that  all  the  knowledge  she  pos- 
sessed of  the  Hotel  Dieu,  she  obtained  from  the 
rev.  George  Bourne  and  his  wife,  (who.  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind,  once  lived  in  Montreal ) . She  has  said 
that  she  was  five  years  engaged  in  concocting  the 
stories  in  her  head;  but  that  more  has  been  written 
down  for  her  than  she  said;  which,  by  the  way,  we 
do  not  believe.  She  says  she  thinks  Dr.  Brownlee 
honestly  believes  her  stories,  and  she  thinks  the 
gentleman  who  wrote  them  may  also  believe  them. 
But  she  names  others  of  the  precious  concern  who, 
she  says,  ‘know  better.’  ” 
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Michigan.  The  following  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  republican  state  con- 
vention which  recently  assembled  at  Ann  Arbor: 

“Resolved,  That  this  convention  highly  approve 
of  the  measures  of  the  late  administration  of  the 
general  government,  and  that  we  cordially  hope 
that  its  illustrious  head  may  be  as  happy  in  his  re- 
tirement as  he  has  been  useful  in  our  public  coun- 
cils, which  his  sagacity,  integrity  and  manly  eu- 
ergy,  have  so  eminently  distinguished. 

“ Resolved , That  we  have  the  most  perfect  con- 
fid  .nee  in  the  ability,  energy  and  democracy  of  the 
present  administration  of  the  general  government, 
that  the  past  course  of  Martin  Van  Burfn  in  the 
senate  and  the  cabinet  atiords  the  best  evidence  of 
his  friendship  for  the  west,  and  justifies  the  antici- 

ation  that  his  administration  will  be  distinguished 

y a broad  and  liberal  policy  for  the  advancement 
of  w estern  interests. 

“Resolved,  TUat  the  present  pecuniary  embar- 
rassments ot  the  country  have  sprung  from  a spirit 
ot  extravagant  overtrading  and  specula! ion.  pro- 
duced and  fostered  by  the  rapid  increase  of  banks 
and  the  excessive  issues  of  paper  money,  and  that 
the  best  remedy  against  a recurrence  of  the  evil 
is,  to  establish  a broader  specie  basis  for  our  bank- 
ing system. 

“Resolved,  That  we  discard  and  protest  against 
the  doctrine  that  the  general  government  is  incapa- 
ble of  fulfilling  the  objects  of  its  formation  without 
the  assistance  of  incorporated  wealth  in  the  form  of 
^national  bank,  and  that  the  substantial  prosperity 
of  the  United  States  will  be  best  promoted  by  an 
entire  separation  of  their  fiscal  concerns  from  the 
private  concerns  of  individuals  or  corporations, 
state  or  national. 

“Resolved,  That  this  convention  cordially  ap- 
prove of  the  policy  of  the  administration  in  striv- 
ing to  introduce  a greater  amount  of  specie  into 
our  circulating  medium,  and  that  the  permanent 
interests  of  the  country  imperiously  require  that 
the  several  states  should  co-operate  with  the  gene- 
ral government  on  this  subject,  by  providing  for 
the  gradual  prohibition  of  small  notes  from  issue 
and  circulation.” 

Most  just.  The  Boston  Courier  makes  these 
well  timed  remarks: 

Progress  of  refinement.  Some  of  the  American 
papers  are  exceedingly  prompt  to  copy  from  the 
London  journals  all  the  gossip  connected  with  the 
histories  of  the  royal  family,  the  nobility.  See.  A 
prominent  article  of  Ibis  character  vre  saw  yesterday 
in  a Ac w York  paper,  from  the  London  Morning 
Chroncle,  dom-riliing  the  affectionate  and  honorable 
intercourse  which  subsisted  between  the  late  king 
William  the  fourth  and  Mrs.  Jordan.  This  connec- 
tion continued  about  twenty  years  during  all  which 
time,  it  is  said,  the  “conduct  of  the  duke  and  Mrs. 
Jordon  was  worthy  of  the  highest  praise and  then 
follows  a very  pathetic  account  of  iheir  separation: 
the  whole  intended  it  is  presumed  for  the  edification 
of  the  fashionable  and  refined  ladies  of  this  country. 

[Some  of  the  American  editors  are  also  edifying 
their  readers  by  encomiastic  notices  of  a horse  race 
which  took  place  before  the  king  of  France  during 
the  recent  fetes  given  on  the  occasion  of  his  son’s 
marriage,  and  seem  greatly  delighted  that  the  suc- 
cessiol  jockey  is  the  son  of  a man  born  in  America, 
but  as  destitute  ot  American  feelings  as  the  most 
devoted  worshipper  of  kings,  lords  and  commons. 
Let  such  asses  piay  their  antic  tricks  before  loyalty 
as  much  as  they  please,  but  do  not  bruit  such  exhi- 
bitions for  the  imitation  of  American  youth. 

Ed.  Register.] 

The  Retreat  Gazette.  From  the  New  Ha- 
ven ( Conn.)  Courant.  We  have  seen  the  first  num- 
ber of  a paper  published  in  this  city  by  B.  Bad- 
ger, called  the  “Retreat  Gazette.”  It  is  well 
filled  with  sprightly  and  amusing  matter,  calculated 
to  entertain  miscellaneous  readers.  At  the  same 
time,  it  contains  sound,  moral  and  religious  senti- 
ments. In  one  respect,  its  origin  is  extremely  in- 
teresting. It  is  published  at  the  “Retreat  for  the 
Insane.''  in  this  city,  anil  the  editor  is  himself  an 
inmate  of  that  establishment,.  Mr.  Badger  has 
been  heretofore  concerned  in  oilier  journals,  and 
particularly  as  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Weekly 
Messenger,  which  he  conducted  a considerable  time 
with  good  reputation.  He  has  been  assisted  by 
different  persons  here  with  the  materials  for  get- 
ting out  hi.;  new  publication;  and  we  hope  lie  may 
meet  with  sufficient  encouragement  to  enable  him 
to  prosecute  his  enterprise  with  profit. 

The  following  articles  are  extracted  from  this 
paper: 

We  have  in  our  snug  retreat  ail  sorts  of  charac- 
ters and  conditions  of  men — priests,  priestesses, 
elders  and  deacons — merchants,  mechanics,  tinkers 


i and  tailors — generals,  colonelsT captains  and  copo- 
rals — editors,  printers,  politicians  and  other  great 
characters,  down  to  the  printer’s  devil.  And  as  to 
animals,  we  have  as  fine  a variety  as  ever  graced 
the  most  magnificent  menagerie — from  the  noble 
Lion,  the  lord  of  the  forest,  down  to  the  humble 
Badger,  that  burrows  in  the  earth. 

We  frequently  make  excursions  to  the  neighbor- 
ing towns  and  villages.  Colonel  S , now  at 

our  elbow,  has  just  returned  from  Torringford, 
highly  enamored  with  the  bright  eyes  and  graceful 
forms  of  the  numerous  sylvan  nymphs  which  he 
found  there.  He  thinks  that,  notwithstanding  the 
apparent  sterility  of  the  soil,  in  point  of  wit,  in- 
dustry and  beauty,  they  will  "go  ahead”  of  any  in 
the  union.  Corporal  B , happening  to  over- 

hear the  colonel,  perpetrated,  impromptu,  the  fol- 
lowing ditty,  in  praise  of 

THE  GIRLS  OF  TORRINGFORD. 

In  Torringford  town,  in  the  land  of  steady  habits, 
The  girls  are  all  handsome,  and  plenty  as  rabbits, 
rma-  .r.uaics,  they  surely  must  live  there  forever; 
For  the  rocks  are  so  plenty,  that  no  man  can  ever 
Dig  graves  to  cover  such  an  army  of  beauty. 

In  truth,  it  would  bo  no  man’s  business  or  duty 
To  hide  from  creation  so  many  sweet  faces. 

In  which  are  combined  all  the  loves  and  the  graeds. 

New  river  craft.  The  Ogdensburg  Republi- 
can notices  the  following  as  among  the  occurrences 
in  that  quarter,  consequent  upon  the  rise  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  which  it  says  was  higher  than  it  has  been 
known  to  be  since  the  settlement  of  the  country: 

“Last  week,  two  islands,  belonging  to  the  group 
known  as  the  ‘Thousand  islands,’  floated  from  their 
moorings  and  came  down  the  river  to  this  place. 
The  first  one  came  down  on  Thursday  evening,  and 
was  towed  in  about  a mile  and  a half  below  the  vil- 
lage where  it  grounded  in  about  six  feet  of  water. 
The  second  made  its  appearance  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing, and  by  the  assistance  of  a favorable  wind,  was 
anchored  near  the  brewery  of  the  Messrs  Creigh- 
ton’s, in  the  lower  part  of  the  village. 

Nothing  can  be  imagined  more  picteresque  and 
beautiful  than  the  appearance  of  these  green  islands 
floating  upon  the  bright  bosom  of  our  majestic 
river!  The  novelity  of  the  scene  attracted  many  per- 
sons in  boats  who  seemed  anxious  to  gain  posses- 
sion of  these  seemingly  ‘fairy  isles.’  They  were 
both  covered  with  a luxuriant  growth  of  grass,  one 
of  which  has  since  been  mown,  and  a heavy  crop 
ofhay  taken  therefrom.” 

A strong  GUN.  The  Enquirer  has  recently 
noticed  a 24lb.  cannon,  which  had  been  cast  by 
maj.  John  Clark,  at  the  Bellona  foundry,  on  this 
river,  for  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  which 
defied  so  many  attempts  to  burst  it  at  Old  Point. 
The  Norfolk  Herald  of  the  2d  inst.  has  been  polite 
enough  to  state  the  result  of  the  experiment. 

[ Richmond  Compiler. 

“Speaking  for  ourselves,  we  too,  shou  ld  be  grati- 
fied if  we  could  furnish  an  authentic  and  particular 
statement  of  the  process  and  termination  of  the 
experiment  to  test  the  strength  of  this  obdurate 
piece  of  ordnance,  but  the.  officer  who  had  the  di- 
rection of  it  having  made  his  official  report  to  the 
navy  board,  feels  under  some  restraint  in  communi- 
cating upon  the  subject.  All  that  we  can  state, 
therefore,  is,  the  cannon  referred  to,  (a  24  pounder), 
fired  one  thousand  rounds,  200  of  which  were  with 
two  shot  and  two  wads.  The  charge  was  then  in- 
creased half  a pound  at  every  discharge,  with  two 
shot  and  two  wads,  until  the  12th  round,  when  the 
charge  of  powder  being  then  doubled,  with  two 
shots  and  two  wads  as  before,  the  cannon  burst. 
Whole  number  of  discharges  1,012;  of  which  212 
were  doubled  shotted  and  wadded.  The  cannon 
was  broken  asunder  near  the  middle,  the  muzzle 
part  being  whole,  and  the  breach  part  split  length- 
wise and  separated  in  fourpieces.  That  there  was 
not  a greater  subdivision  of  fragments,  is  another 
proof  of  the  extraordinary  tenacity  of  the  iron. 

Items  about  the  times  and  the  currency. 
TUo  Ncvr  York  Courier,  in  reference  to  an  adver- 
tisement for  twenty  laborers  accustomed  to  the  use 
of  the  spade,  who  were  willing  to  labor  for  their 
board  and  four  dollars  per  month,  for  one  month, 
within  a few  miles  of  the  city,  says,  “that  the  la- 
borers were  found  in  one  day;  and  so  numerous 
were  the  applications,  that  500  more  could  have 
been  engaged  on  the  same  terms.  There  are  at 
present  in  the  city,  hundreds  who  would  be  glad  to 
work  for  their  board,  without  the  payment  of  even 
$4  per  month.” 

The  editor  of  the  Newark  Eagle,  with  the  two 
or  three  thousand  dollars  due  him,  says  he  cannot 
purchase  paper  enough  to  scribble  his  paragraphs 
upon. 


The  New  York  correspondent  of  the  National 
Intelligencer,  says  it  is  estimated  that  within  six 
months  or  less,  the  circulation  of  that  state  has 
fallen  off  $'8,000,000,  and  of  the  whole  country 
$75,000,000 . 

Yesterday,  a printer  in  this  city  went  to  a broker 
to  have  a 20  dollar  note  changed,  and  received  for 
it  three  fives  and  a one  hundred  dollar  bill.  He 
walked  to  his  boarding  house  before  he  discovered 
the  advantage  he  had  of  the  Shylock,  but  he  scorn- 
ed to  adopt  a precedent  which  might  lead  to  crime 
and  disgrace.  He  instantly  returned  the  bill,  and 
received  from  the  broker,  for  his  honesty — a look 
of  profound  astonishment.  [A7.  O.  Picayune. 

The  Tennessee  papers  contain  the  result  of  an 
examination  made  by  governor  Cannon,  general 
.Armstrong,  H.  M.  Rutledge  and  Thomas  Crutcher, 
esq.  four  of  the  most  respectahle  and  intelligent 
citizens  of  Nashville,  into  the  affairs  of  the  bank  of 
Yeaiman,  Wuuds  § Co.  which  stopped  payment  a 
short  time  ago.  The  exhibit  shows  that  the  lia- 
bilities of  the  bank,  on  the  first  of  July,  were 
$751,639  77,  and  its  means,  including  the  private 
estate  of  the  partners,  amounted  to  2,008,784 
Hollars;  leaving  a surplus  in  favor  of  the  bank  of 
$1,224,144  22. 

T.  Cunningham,  as  we  learn  from  the  Louisville 
(Ky.)  Journal,  wa3  brought  up  before  the  city 
judge  of  that  place,  July  21st,  on  the  charge  of  ut- 
tering the  spurious  notes  of  an  institution  denomi- 
nated “The  Kirkland  Safety  Society  bank,”  alias 
“The  Kirtland  Safety  Society  Anti-banking  com- 
pany.” The  words  “anti-banking”  were  deemed 
counterfeit,  and  so  contended  by  the  city  attorney, 
though  the  bank  were  not  authorised  by  law.  Joe 
Smith,  jr.  the  Mormonite  leader,  figures  on  these 
bills.  As  there  was  no  proof  about  the  signature 
of  Smith,  Cunningham  could  be  dealt  with  only  as 
a common  cheat,  and  held  to  bail  in  $500,  and  two 
sureties  of  $250  each,  failing  in  which  he  was  sent 

to  the  work  house. 

% 

The  Baltimore  Sun  says:  “A  suit  was  instituted 
a few  days  ago,  before  John  Keys,  esq.  by  Mr. 
William  Bandell,  against  the  Marine  bank  of  Balti- 
more, for  the  recovery  of  the  value  of  a $5  note, 
which  plantiff  held,  and  upon  refusal  of  payment  by 
the  bank,  had  protested.  The  bank  suffered  judg- 
ment [o  go  by  default,  and  took  the  case  up  by  ap- 
peal to  the  county  court.  We  have  heard  of  seve- 
ral olher  cases  in  progress,  against  the  banks  of 
this  city.” 

Corporation  of  Baltimore.  The  following  is  a 
statement  of  the  notes  ol  each  denomination  put  in 
circulation  by  the  register  of  the  city  ol'  Baltimore: 
7,440  notes  of  the  denom’n  of  5 cts.  $272 


1,950 

do. 

do. 

10  “ 

195 

43,393 

do. 

do. 

25  “ 

10,848 

25 

43.553 

do. 

do. 

50  “ 

21,726 

50 

17,935 

do. 

do. 

$1 

17.985 

6.939 

do. 

do. 

2 

13,878 

11,664 

do. 

do. 

1 new  edition,  11.664 

11,664 

do. 

do. 

2 do. 

23,318 

Total  amount  of  issue,  $99,996  75 

New  Hampshire  banks.  There  are  27  banks  in 
New  Hampshire1.  Their  joint  capital  $2,839,503;  ■ 
specie  $790,175  25;  circulation  $4, 662,952  75;  real 
estate  $80,444  41.  The  assets  of  the  banks  exceed 
their  liabilities  and  capital  stock  together  by 
$204,652  42. 

The  Boston  banks  from  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  to  the  22d  ult.  increased  as  follows: 
Circulation  $0,231,950 

Deposites  2,352,865 

Loans  _ 2,257,294 

Decreased — specie  W 2,537,910 

List  of  broken  banks  in  New  England.  Burrill- 
ville,  R.  I.;  Passarnaquody,  Eastport,  Maine;  Ken- 
nebec, Maine;  Castine,  Maine;  Wiscasset,  Maine; 
Eagle,  New  Haven,  Conn.;  Derby,  Conn.;  Far- 
mers’, Belchertown,  Massachusetts;  Scituate,  R.I., 
Nahantbank,  Lynn;  Chelsea  bank. 

List  of  banks  in  New  England  whose  charters  have 
expired.  . Sutton  bank,  Wilkinsonville,  Mass.:  Far- 
mers and  Mechanics’,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.;  Bath  bank, 
Maine;  Winthrop  bank,  Maine;  Kennebunk  bank, 
at  Arundal,  Alaine;  Bangor  bank,  Maine;  Saco 
bank;  *0kl  Cumberland  bank,  Portland;  Newbury- 
port  bank;  *Waterville  bank;  Concord,  (Sparhawk, 
cashier),  N.  H.;  *Mendou  bank;  Phenix  bank, 
Nantucket. 

Stave-cutting  machine.  The  Springfield  Re 
publican  gives  the  following  description  of  a machine 
for  manufacturing  staves,  constructed  by  Messrs. 


*The  bills  of  these  banks  ar«  still  received. 
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Merrick  and  Lancey,  two  ingenious  machinists  of 
that  town: 

“It  is  a ver}'  simple  affair,  to  be  operated  by  wa- 
ter or  horse  power.  The  saws  are  like  two  cylin- 
ders, or  two  halves  of  a barrel,  revolving  swiftly, 
striking  the  wood  at  each  end  and  running  to  the 
centre  till  the  stave  is  sawed  out,  the  shape  of  the 
saw  giving  the  stave  its  suitable  bend.  At  the  in- 
stant the  stave  i3  cut  to  the  centre,  it  falls  under  the 
machine,  and  at  the  same  instant,  a spring  throws 
back  the  saws  to  their  starting  point,  for  another 
stave,  and  so  on,  with  great  rapidity.  Another  ma 
chine  joints  and  matches  them  ready  for  putting 
up.  With  these  machines  we  are  assured,  that  two 
men  can  make  the  staves  ready  for  a barrel  in  three 
■minutes!  With  larger  or  smaller  saws,  casks  of  any 
size  may  be  made,  from  a hogshead  to  a powder  or 
white  lead  cask.  There  is  no  loss  of  timber  by  the 
process,  and  the  staves  may  be  sawed  of  any  thick- 
ness desired.  The  inventors  have  obtained  a pa- 
tent. 

Mr.  Macon’s  funeral.  We  learn  that  at  Mr. 
Macon’s  funeral,  which  took  place  at  his  late  resi- 
dence in  Warren  county  on  the  ISth  ultimo,  the 
number  of  white  persons  present  was  variously  es- 
timated at  from  1,000  to  1,500,  besides  several  hun- 
dred blacks.  When  it  is  recollected  that  most  of 
these  persons  must  have  come  from  a distance,  some 
idea  may  be  formed  of  the  veneration  in  which  he 
was  held  by  the  people  of  Warren.  It  is  another 
evidence  of  the  goodness  of  Mr.  Macon’s  heart  that, 
by  his  express  directions,  ample  provision  wras 
made  for  the  hospitable  entertainment  of  this  nu- 
merous company,  and  matters  were  so  arranged 
that  even  the  blacks  were  not  suffered  to  go  away 
“hungry  and  athirst.”  He  gave  minute  orders  about 
his  interment,  and  took  especial  care  that  his  par- 
tail  friends  should  not  hereafter  erect  the  “storied 
urn”  to  indicate  his  final  resting  place. 

He  left  a very  handsome  estate,  which  he  devised 
by  will  to  numerous  relatives.  An  anecdote  is  told 
of  him  which  strongly  illustrates  a prominent  trait  of 
his  character,  viz:  Never  to  be  influenced  in*his  ac- 
tions by  what  the  w'orld  might  say  of  him.  It  is 
said  that,  in  his  last  illness,  he  insisted  upon  know- 
ing from  the  attending  physician  the  amount  of  his 
bill,  remarking  “that  dead  men  were  always  charg- 
ed more  than  living  ones.”  [ Raleigh  Register. 

Singular  case  of  aneurism.  We  copy  from 
the  Commercial  Advertiser  the  following  extract  of 
a letter  from  New  Haven,  describing  the  disease  of 
which  the  lamented  Mr.  Storrs  died,  as  ascertained 
iv  a post  mortem  examination.  With  an  aneurism 
of  such  extent,  it  is  less  surprising  that  he  expired 
so  suddenly  than  that  he  survived  so  long. 

“The  body  was  examined  by  the  surgeons  on 
Sunday  morning.  A most  extraordinary  and  won- 
derful aneurism  was  discovered.  It  commenced 
just  above  the  heart,  forming  a sac  as  big  as  your 
fist-  here  it  was  bound  down  by  a ligature  under 
which  the  artery  passes,  and,  passing  that  ligature, 
the  sac  takes  the  same  side,  continues  over  the 
arch  down  the  back  bone  to  the  bifurcation,  and 
down  the  forks  a short  distance  beyond  the  thighs, 
diminishing  in  size  as  it  descends.^  The  artery 
thus  diseased  formed  two  channels  for  the  blood, 
one  within  the  original  inner  coats  of  the  artery, 
and  the  other  in  the  sac  formed  by  the  outer  and 
dilated  coat  and  the  inner  coats.  These  two  chan- 
nels connected  every  inch  or  two  by  slits  of  the  in- 
ner coats.  The  left  ventricle  of  the  heart  is  not 
natural;  its  walls  are  of  one-quarter  extra  thickness. 
If  this  was  natural,  its  extra  power  was  sufficient 
to  have  induced  the  disease;  but  file  disease  of  the 
arterv  rendered  the  extra  power  of  the  heart  neces- 
sary to  sustain  the  circulation,  and  therefore  this 
extra  power  may  h^e  been  the  effect  of  the  dis- 
ease. A small  rupture  ol  the  aneurism  was  disco- 
vered just  above  the  heart,  which  discharged  into 
the  general  cavity;  and  about  two  gallons  of  blood 
was  taken  out  of  the  cavity,  which  had  been  dis- 
charged through  the  rupture.  The  rupture  is  sup- 
posed to  have  taken  place  when  Mr.  Storrs  ascend- 
ed the  roof  of  the  pavilion;  while  on  the  roof,  he 
complained  of  faintness,  and  came  down;  when  on 
the  lowest  flight  of  stairs  he  said  he  was  in  great 
pain;  a moment  after,  he  fell  and  expired. 

1 “Dr.  Hooker  informs  me  that  he  can  find  hut  two 
similar  cases  reported.  They  were  of  like  charac- 
ter but  very  small  in  comparison — seme  few  inches 
n length.  The  disease  must  have  been  of  long 
standing,  say  five  years  or  more.  ’ 

American  nonchalance.  We  find  in  our 
English  papers  an  amusing  account  of  the  free  and 
easv  manner  in  which  brother  Jonathan  behaves  in 
the  old  world.  An  article  from  Constantinople  un- 
der date  of  May  24,  states  that  the  “famous,  or 
■ather  infamous,  treaty  of  Hunkiar  Iskelessi,  has 


been  set  at  nought;  qjid  that  too  by  the  Americans, 
who,  nobly  despising  the  phantom  dangers  imagin- 
ed to  attend  an  infraction  of  it,  have  just  brought  up 
a vessel  of  war,  without  as  much  as  asking  leave  of 
the  porte.  The  Shark,  a gallant  little  schooner, 
with  all  her  guns  grinning  through  the  port  holes 
(no  masking,  no  nonsenee,)  in  defiance  of  the  whole 
of  the  batteries  of  the  Dardanelles,  and  the  hobgob- 
lin menaces  of  the  northern  bugbear,  to  whom  those 
batteries  are  made  a protection,  firmly  and  fearlessly 
passed  the  Hellespont,  and  arrived  here  on  the  19th 
instant.  No  pretended  ignorance  of  the  disputed 
existence  of  the  well  known  treaty,  can  be  urged  by 
the  Americans  as  an  excuse  for  an  act  that  might 
otherwise  be  termed  an  involuntary  offence.  The 
charge  d’affaires  at  this  court,  commodore  Porter, 
who  was  here  when  the  treaty  was  made,  and  who 
of  course  got  a copy  of  it,  was  on  board,  the  schoo- 
ner having  come  thus  far  for  the  express  purpose  of 
conveying  him  to  his  post,  from  which  he  had  been 
absent  for  upwards  of  a year  in  search  of  health. 
It  is  fair  to  tuucludc,  tharofrtrp  that  in  acting  as  lie 
has  done,  commodore  Porter  followed  the  explicit 
orders  of  his  government,  which  may  have  felt  dis- 
posed to  do  what  is  right,  even  if  the  whole  world 
besides  were  determined  to  do  the  contrary.  A 
useful  example  has  thus  been  set, us,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  we  shall  some  day  or  other  profit  by  it  to  the 
fullest  extent.  It  is  not  yet  known  if  the  porte, 
urged  on  by  Russian  jealousy,  will  take  umbrage  at 
at  this  unlooked-for  occurrence.  Should  it  do  so,  of 
course  its  ire  will  fall  upon  the  pacha  of  the  Dar- 
danelles, who  must  be  in  fault  if  any  one  is.  He 
will  be  told,  perhaps,  that  he  ought  to  have  blown 
the  bold  schooner  out  of  the  water  rather  than  let 
her  pass.  The  matter  will,  however,  in  any  case  be 
hushed  up,  or  patched  up,  some  how  or  other.  It 
has  been  the  fashion  to  allow  the  Americans  to  do 
what  would  be  tolerated  in  no  other  nation,  and  if 
they  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  the  world 
accords  them,  they  act  very  wisely.”  \Mex.  Gaz. 

Western  mounds.  The  Fort  Gibson,  (Missis- 
sippi) Sentinel,  contains  an  article  with  respect  to 
these  singular  remains.  A person  by  the  name  of 
Powell,  phrenologist,  has  opened  some  of  the 
mounds,  and  upon  examination  of  some  of  the 
skulls  found  in  them,  comes  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  celebrated  Natchez  tribe  of  Indians  and  those 
who  erected  the  mounds,  were  the  same  people. — 
The  following  he  gives  as  his  reasons:  “On  the 
Yazoo  river,  fourteen  miles  from  Vicksburg,  are 
eight  mounds,  six  of  them  so  arranged  as  to  form  a 
circle — the  others  are  some  distance  removed,  and 
contain  crania  of  the  same  form.  At  this  place 
the  French  built  a fort  anti  church — ana  at  th;= 
place,  as  at  Natchez,  the  French  were  massacred; 
with  the  crania  of  this  place  I also  found  French 
beads.  In  a mound  four  miles  above  Vicksburgh, 

I obtained  the  same  form  of  skull,  also  in  several 
mounds  in  Virginia.  These  people  were  from 
Peru.  I have  seen  a female  skull  taken  from  the 
temple  of  the  sun,  near  Lima,  which  must  have 
been  deposited  there  about  three  hundred  years 
since.  T have  a cast  of  the  same  head.  This 
skull  resembles  the  female  skulls  which  I have  ob- 
tained from  these  mounds.  For  it  must  be  remark- 
ed mat  tiie  female  heads  of  the  Nachez  and  monu- 
mental Indians  were  not  deformed  by  artificial 
compression.  These  female  crania  are  unlike  the 
female  crania  of  the  present  tribes.  The  Peru- 
vians built  mounds,  so  did  these  people.  The  Pe- 
ruvians worshipped  the  sun,  so  did  these  people, 
according  to  the  French  history.  These  people 
were  agricultural.  All  their  remains  were  found 
on  the  most  fertile  soil.  They  were  not  military. 
No  warlike  implements  are  found  with  them  or 
about  their  habitations,  and  besides  if  there  had 
been  they  would  not  all  have  been  destroyed.” 

There  are  several  mounds  in  and  around  Kala- 
mazoo, some  of  them  of  large  dimensions.  One 
or  two  have  been  opened,  and  a quantity  of  human 
bones,  supposed  to  be  those  of  the  Indians,  found 
in  them;  also  arrow  heads,  made  of  flint  stone,  and 
earthenware  have  been  dug  out  of  them. 

Absentees.  From  the  Savannah  Georgian  of 
July  29.  Rambling  about  town  the  other  day,  hav- 
ing nothing  belter  to  do,  we  numbered  seventy-one 
of  our  finest  dwelling  houses  closed,  their  owners 
having  taken  wing  for  the  summer.  The  smallest 
among  them  would  yield  a yearly  rent  of  from  $'450 
to  $ 500,  and  many  double  the  amount.  Suppose 
each  of  these  families  to  spend  $1,500  during  their 
absence,  and  we  have  the  aggreg-ate  of  $108,000, 
the  interest  at  5 per  cent,  of  upwards  of  $2,000,000! 
This  is  exclusive  of  the  thousands  carried  out  of  our 
state  by  hundreds  of  others  of  our  fellow  citizens, 
the  item  being  confined  to  a few  heads  of  families, 
whose  absence  is  indicated  by  their  deserted  man- 
I sions  so  conspicuously  situated  as  to  attract  the  at- 


tention of  the  passers  by.  Go  ahead  with  your  rail 
road  friend  Gordon,  for  if  our  city  must  send  annu- 
ally from  her  limits  large  masses  of  money,  let  her 
have  an  opportunity  of  spending  them  among  our 
brethern  in  the  interior  of  this”  state,  where  a cli- 
mate and  a country  may  be  found  equal  to  any  in 
the  world. 

From  Havana.  The  editors  of  the  New  Or- 
leans Commercial  Bulletin  have  learned  by  the 
steam  ship  Cuba,  which  recently  arrived  at  that  port 
direct  from  Havana,  that  though  there  was  consi- 
derable diminution  in  the  virulence  of  the  yellow 
fever,  the  city  was  very  unhealthy  and  strangers 
were  especially  liable  to  disease.  General  Tacon 
still  continued  to  hold  the  reins  of  government  in  a 
manner  that  had  won  him  the  warm  support  of 
every  well  disposed  member  of  society — be  has, 
it  appears,  brought  the  police  system  of ’the  city  to 
a degree  of  excellence  that  appears  perfectly  mi- 
raculous to  those  who  have  known  the  place  in 
other  times.  The  markets  were  looking  up — white 
augais  were^selllnr  at  12  a.  13  rials;  brown  do.  7 a 
8;  flour  $25,  3tock  short;  rice  14  rials,  sales — se- 
veral arrivals  from  New  Orleans  had  completely 
stocked  the  market  with  lard,  since  which  there 
had  been  but  few  sales  at  nearly  old  quotations. 

The  steam  ship  Cuba,  intended  as  a regular 
packet  between  Havana  and  New  Orleans,  was 
built  in  Baltimore,  and  in  this,  her  first  voyage  be- 
haved admirably,  and  showed  herself  to  be  a first 
rate  sea  boat  notwithstanding  that  her  coal  was 
found  not  to  work  well;  she  made  the  run  in  three 
and  a half  days  from  city  to  city,  which,  under 
such  circumstances,  was  acquitting  herself  very 
well  indeed,  considering  the  length  of  the  trip. 

The  crown  of  Hanover.  The  following  state 
document  was  subscribed  by  the  late  king  William 
the  IV,  previous  to  his  decease,  for  tiie  settlement 
of  the  succession  to  the  thrown  of  Hanover.  From 
the  line  of  succession  thereby  established,  it  follows 
that  Hanover  cannot  be  re-united  to  Great  Britain, 
except  by  the  death  of  the  present  Queen  without 
issue. 

To  remove  ever}-  doubt  respecting  the  orders  of 
succession  to  the  throne,  among  the  members  of  the 
collective  houses  of  Brunswick  Luneberg  now  liv- 
ing, and  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  con- 
tained in  this  and  the  preceding  chapter,  we  farther 
expressly  decree  that,  in  the  case  of  tiie  death  of  us 
the  reigning  king,  the  succession  shall  be  first  in 
our  brother,  prince  Ernest  Augustus,  duke  of  Cum- 
berland, and  his  male  line;  if  that  should  become 
extinct,  in  onr  brother  the  royal  prince  Augustus 
Frodoriek.  duke  of  Sussex  for  his  peroon,  and  even- 
tually his  male  descendants  from  a duly  assorted 
marriage,  conformably  to  the  family  law,  which  he 
may  in  future  contract;  and  if  this  male  branch 
should  become  extinct,  in  our  brother  the  royal 
prince  Adolphus  Frederick,  duke  of  Cambridge, 
and  his  male  decendants;  and  lastly,  if  this  too 
should  become  extinct,  the  crown  shall  go  to  his 
serene  highness  the  reigning  duke  William  of 
Brunswick. 

The  deportment  of  the  queen  of  Eng-  . 
land  is  thus  commended  in  a speech  of  sir  Ro- 
bert Peel: 

“It  is,  sir,  with  heartfelt  sincerity,  that  I join  in 
the  cordial  good  wishes  expressed  in  the  address 
moved  by  the  noble  lord,  that  health  happiness,  and 
along  reign  of  prosperity  and  glory  may  be  enjoy- 
ed by  the  infant — the  young  queen;  and  I can  only 
wish  that  success  may  respond  to  her  own  natural 
inclinations,  and  to  her  own  natural  powers;  that  it 
may  respond  to  the  affectionate  care  and  unremit- 
ting attention  which  have  been  devoted  by  an  illus- 
trious princess  and  an  affectionate  mother  to  her 
education.  If  that  success  correspond  to  those  na- 
tural expectations  and  to  that  unremitting  zeal,  it 
will  be  as  complete  as  human  success  can  be. — 
(Hear,  hear), 

It  is  difficult,  however  unphilosophical  it  may 
be,  to  avoid  forming  a judgment  from  slight  incli- 
nations; but  I venture  to"  say  that  there  is  no  man 
who  was  jrresent  when  her  majesty,  at  the  age  of 
18  years,  nrst  stepped  from  the  privacy  of  domestic 
life  to  the  discharge  of  the  high  functions  which  on 
Tuesday  last  she  was  first  called  on  to  perform  with- 
out entertaining  a confident  expectation  that  she 
who  could  so  demean  herself  was  destined  to  a reign 
of  happiness  for  her  people,  and  glory  for  herself. 

There  is  something  which  art  cannot  imitate  and 
which  lessons  cannot  teach,  (hear,  hear),  and  there 
was  something  in  that  demeanor  which  could-only 
have  been  suggested  by  a high  and  generous  na- 
ture. There  was  an  expression  of  deep  regret  at 
the  domestic  calamity  with  which  she  had  been 
visited,  and  of  a deep  and  awful  sense  of  the  duties 
she  was  called  upon  to  fulfil;  (hear,  hear),  there- 
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Was  a becoming  and  dignified  modesty  in  all  her 
actions,  which  could;  as  I have  already  observed 
only  have  been  dictated  by  a high  and  generous 
nature,  brought  up  no  doubt  under  the  guidance  of 
one  to  whose  affection,  care  and  solicitude  she  is 
and  ought  to  be  grateful.  (Hear,  hear).  I shall 
not  weaken  the  effect  of  the  noble  lord’s  speech  by 
entering  into  further  details;  they  are  totally  untie 
cessary.  I trust  I have  said  enough  to  convince 
the  house  that  all  persons,  without  reference  to 
party  distinctions,  and  in  the  oblivion  on  this  day 
of  all  party  differences,  (hear,  hear),  join  in  the 
expression  of  cordial  condolence  with  her  majesty 
on  the  loss  which  she  and  the  country  have  sustain 
ed,  and  in  the  most  heartfelt  wish  that  we  are  at 
the  commencement  of  a long,  a prosperous,  and  a 
happy  reign.  (Loud  cheers  from  both  sides  of  the 
house). 

Comforts  of  transportation.  A London 
thief,  of  any  notoriety,  after  having  been  a short 
time  in_  Sydney,  would  scorn  to  place  himself,  or 
his  assigned  wife,  in  so  mean  a vehicle  as  a gig; 
nothing  less  than  a carriage  and  pair  is  commensu- 
rate with  the  rank  of  felony  to  which  they  have 
arisen  in  Australia.  A better  idea  of  the  effect  of 
all  this  upon  a stranger  cannot  be  conveyed  than 
by  the  following  anecdote  of  an  officer  who  visited 
New  South  Wales  on  leave  of  absence  from  his  re- 
giment in  India.  Having  gone  with  a friend  in  a gig 
from  Sydney  to  the  races  at  Paramatta,  they  were 
passed  on  the  road  by  many  genteel  equipages,  in- 
cluding close  carriages,  curricles  and  landaus.  In 
^svver  to  the  stranger’s  questions,  his  companion 
informed  him  that  one  brilliant  “set  out”  belonged 
to  Sam  Such-a-one,  who  had  been  a convict,  but 
was  now  a free  man,  and  a man  of  fortune;  that 
another  was  the  property  of  a convict,  who  kept  a 
draper’s  shop  in  Sydney,  but  was  assigned  to  his 
wife,  who  had  brought  out  with  her  a large  sum  of 
money;  that  a third  belonged  to  a ticket-of-leave 
man,  who  had  obtained  indulgence  almost  immedi- 
ately after  his  arrival  in  the  colony — and  so  on. — 
At  the  race  course,  where  “all  the  beauty  and 
fashion”  of  felony  was  assembled,  the  stranger’s 
astonishment  was  complete  at  the  number  of  in- 
stances in  which  he  obtained  similar  answers.  Af- 
ter some  grave  reriection  on  so  singular  an  exhibi- 
tion, he  ironically  remarked,  that  he  thought  he 
had  better  return  as  soon  as  possible  to  England, 
for  the  purpose  of  there  committing  some  crime 
that  should  subject  him  to  a short  sentence  of  trans- 
portation, for  it  really  seemed  to  him  that  it  was 
the  best  way  of  getting  on  in  the  world. 

\London  Times. 


i accident  on  the  Danube.  A 

ureadiul  disaster  ioox  vm  uic  joanuoe  on  me 

22d  ult.  attended  by  the  loss  of  nearly  30  lives.  A 
large  barque  of  about  100  tons  left  Rugensburg  for 
Vienna  on  that  day,  with  a number  of  passengers, 
upward  of  100.  On  the  vessel  reaching  Shauf',  a 
small  place  about  six  miles  from  Rugensburg,  she 
ran  foul  of  a bridge,  which  struck  her  nearly  amiJ- 
ships  with  a most  tremendous  shock,  which  split 
her  in  two  parts.  A large  portion  of  the  bridge  fell 
upon  the  passengers.  An  English  gentlemen,  an 
officer  in  the  Austrian  army,  named  Westbrook  Mi- 
chael, to  whom  we  are  indebted  lor  our  information, 
was  standing  ahead,  and  the  shock  threw  him  seve- 
ral yards  into  the  river  with  a portion  of  the  wreck 
upon  him.  Being  an  expert  swimmer,  he  succeed- 
ed in  reaching  the  shore.  The  scene  was  of  the 
most  frightful  description,  and  the  cries  for  assist- 
ance were  heart  rending.  Men,  women  and  chil- 
dren, when  borne  down  the  rapid  torrent.  The 
scene  at  this  moment  would  be  impossible  to  de- 
scribe. Between  20  and  30  people  perished  in  the 
river,  and  the  loss  of  property  was  very  considera- 
ble. The  officer  above  mentioned  was  the  only 
Englishman  on  board.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be 
given  to  the  noble  prince  Texis,  whose  house  and 
purse  were  open  to  all  those  who  escaped  with  their 
lives,  but  iu  many  instances  lost  all  that  they  pos- 
sessed. The  exertions  he  made  in  person  to  save 
the  lives  of  the  passengers  reflect  the  highest  honor 
upon  that  nobleman.  One  poor  woman,  who  had 
clung  to  the  barque,  had  her  head  completely  sever- 
ed from  her  body  and  a man  had  one  of  his  legs  cut 
asunder.  A neighboring  hospital  is  almost  Ailed 
with  the  wounded.  The  loss  of  property  is  esti- 
mated at  15  millions  of  florins  bar. 


time  to  arrive  at  Tampa  Bay  between  the  10th  and 
15th  of  October. 

II.  The  garrison  of  Fort  lipward,  consisting  of 
four  companies  of  the  2d  infantry,  will  take  post  for 
the  present  at  Fort  Hamilton,  New  York,  whither  it 
will  proceed  without  delay.  Surgeon  Satterlee  will 
accompany  the  battalion. 

III.  One  company  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Win- 
nebago (5th  infantry)  will  immediately  proceed  to 
Fort  Howard,  and  there  be  stationed  until  relieved 
by  otiier  troops.  One  company  of  the  garrison  of 
Fort  Brady,  (K,  2d  infantry),  will  repair  to  Fort 
Mackinac  without  delay,  and  re-occupy  that  post 
during  the  payment  of  the  Indian  annuities. 

IV.  The  several  officers  who  may  have  left  the 
Florida  army  during  the  summer,  under  orders  to 
report  to  the  adjutant  general,  and  subsequently 
placed  on  temporary  duty,  or  who  may  be  on  leave 
of  absence,  will  repair  to  Fort  Monroe,  by  the  1 5th 
day  of  September,  for  duty  with  the  troops  there 
assembled,  preparatory  to  proceeding  to  join  their 
respective  regiments  in  Florida. 

V.  Colonel  William  Lindsay,  of  the  2d  regiment 
of  artillery,  having  been  orderpd  to  rplieve  brevet 
brigadier  general  Wool  from  duty  in  the  Cherokee 
Nation,  will  transfer  the  command  of  the  regiment 
to  the  lieutenant  colonel  during  the  period  of  the 
special  service  to  which  he  has  been  assigned  by 
the  war  department. 

VI.  The  resignations  of  the  following  named  offi- 
cers have  been  accepted  by  the  president  of  the  U. 
States,  to  take  effect  at  the  dates  set  opposite  to 
each  respectively: 

2d  lieut.  D.  Leadbetter,  1st  arty.  31st  July,  1837. 
2d  lieut.  J.  R.  Anderson,  3d  arty.  3 1st  July,  1837. 
2d  lieut.  M.  C.  Meigs,  1st  arty.  31st  July,  1837. 
2d  lieut.  D.  P.  Woodbury,  3d  arty.  31st  July,  1837. 
2d  lieut.  B.  Conklin,  2d  arty.  30th  Sept.  1837. 
2d  lieut.  C.  B.  Sing,  4th  arty.  31st  Aug.  1837. 
Surgeon  P.  Minis,  medical  staff,  21st  July,  1837. 

VII.  The  second  lieutenants,  Leadbetter,  Ander- 
son, Meigs  and  Woodbury,  having  relinquished  their 
commissions  in  the  artillery,  are,  by  order  of  the 
president,  attached  to  the  corps  of  engineers,  as  2d 
lieutenants  by  brevet,  to  rank  according  to  the  or- 
der of  their  respective  graduations  at  the  military 
academy,  to  date  the  31st  July,  1836. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  gene- 
ral commanding-in-chief. 

ROGER  JONES,  adjutant  general. 


ARMY  GENERAL  ORDER.— OFFICIAL. 

GENERAL  ORDERS  NO.  50. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army, 

Mj  gen’s  office,  Washington,  July  31,  1837. 

I.  The  1st  regiment  of  infantry,  and  that  portion 
of  the  2d  regiment  of  dragoons  at  Jefferson  barracks, 
will  be  prepared  for  service  in  Florida,  and  the  re- 
spective colonels  will  take  up  the  line  of  march  in 


THE  NAYY.— OFFICIAL. 

Navy  department,  August  4,  1837. 
The  board  of  naval  surgeons  consisting  of — 
Surgeons  William  P.  C.  Barton,  Thomas  Harris, 
Mordecai  Morgan,  Thomas  J.  Boyd  and  Thomas 
Dillard,  convermd  at  Philadelphia  on  the  3d  ultimo, 
lor  me  examination  of  assistant  surgeons  for  promo- 
tion, and  of  candidates  for  admission  into  the  navy 
as  assistant  surgeons,  having  closed  said  examina- 
tion, have  reported  the  following  named  assistant 
surgeons  as  passed,  in  the  order  in  which  their 
name3  are  here  mentioned,  viz: 

Passed  assistant  surgeon  John  A.  Lockwood,  to 
be  placed  next  below  passed  assistant  surgeon  Ed- 
ward Gilchrist. 

Passed  assistant  surgeons  J.  Frederick  Sickles, 
Napoleon  C.  Barrabino,  M.  G.  Delaney  and  Hugh 
Morson,  to  be  placed  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
here  named. 

The  board  have  further  reported  the  following 
gentlemen  as  passed  for  admission  into  the  navy  as 
assistant  surgeons,  to  be  placed  in  the  order  in 
which  their  names  are  below  mentioned,  viz: 

1.  S.  Wilson  Kellogg,  6.  John  T.  Mason, 

2.  Joseph  Beale,  7.  James  Malcom  Smith, 

3.  William  C.  Coale,  8.  Charles  W.  Tait, 

4.  Edward  G.  Rutter,  9.  Charles  D.  Maxwell. 

5.  R.  S.  Harrison, 


navy  officers  and  sailors.  The  Princess  Charlotte, 
three-decker,  is  lying  here,  to  sail  soon  for  the  Me- 
diterranean. More  men  of  war  are  at  anchor  in 
this  one  harbor,  than  are  in  our  whole  navy.  Just 
abreast  of  us  is  the  buoy  where  the  Royal  Georgo 
went  down  about  fifty  years  since.  You  know  the 
story,  perhaps;  she  was  careened  to  repair  her  bot- 
tom, at  the  same  time  her  sails  were  loosed  to  dry; 
a sudden  squall  struck  her,  capsized  her,  and  she 
sunk,  carrying  down  nine  hundred  persons,  most  of 
whom  perished.  A man  has  invented  a dress  for 
walking  under  the  water,  which  allows  him  to  keep 
submerged  eight  hours;  he  has  been  employed  by 
the  English  government  in  obtaining  articles  from 
her,  and  as  he  is  paid  full  price  for  every  thing  he 
rescues,  has  now  realized  a considerable  fortune. 

“The  English  officers,  especially  the  middies, 
are  disposed  to  be  very  cordial  and  attentive  to  us, 
but  the  papers  speak  very  slightingly  of  our  ship 
and  crew — -as  to  the  latter,  they  are  half  rigid;  but 
for  our  noble  ship,  we  set  it  down  for  envy.  There 
is  not  a ship  in  the  navy  comparable  with  her. — 
Their  three-decker,  Princess  Charlotte,  command- 
ed by  sir  Frederick  Maitland,  is  a Chinese  junk  in 
comparison,  as  far  as  beauty  goes;  she  is  clumsy, 
narrow,  enormously  poop,  and  bulging  bows.  She 
could  not  work  her  lower  tier  of  guns  in  a mode- 
rately heavy  blow;  and,  from  her  unwieldiness,  we 
think  in  a double  reef  topsail  breeze  she  would  find 
the  Independence  ‘an  ugly  customer.’  The  scene- 
ry about  us  is  very  beautiful;  the  delightful  green 
of  the  hills  was  refreshing  to  our  sailor  eyes.  The 
farms  appear  in  a high  state  of  cultivation;  hundreds 
of  pretty  rural  little  cottages,  now  and  then  inter- 
spersed with  a heavy  manor-house  or  an  antique 
castle,  were  seen  as  we  sailed  along  the  bold  look- 
ing shore.  A very  nice  little  town  called  Ryde,  is 
opposite  our  anchorage;  this  is  on  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
which  I intend  visiting  as  soon  as  I can  get  leave, 
to  see,  if  nothing  else,  the  far-famed  Carisbrooke 
Castle,  the  prison  of  Charles  the  first. 

“A  great  many  of  our  officers  went  up  to  Lon- 
don with  Mr.  Dallas  and  his  family.  London  is  78 
miles  distant;  a fine  road,  which  the  stages  go  over 
in  seven  hours  and  a half.  We  shall  sail  for  Cron- 
stadt  in  about  a fortnight,  and  be  back  again  here 
in  two  months,  (more  or  less).” 

[Boston  Evening  Gazelle. 

FRIGATE  UNITED  STATES. 

A list  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States  frigate 
United  States,  at  Gibraltar,  23d  May,  1837.  All 
well  at  that  date. 

Jesse  Wilkinson,  esq.  commander. 

Lieutenants — Z.  F.  Johnson,  A.  G.  Gordon,  H.  H. 
Rhodes,  John  A.  Davis,  Charles  G.  Hunter,  Charles 
Heywood. 

Surgeons — G.  R.  B.  Horner  and  Samuel  Barring- 
ton. 

Purser — Dudley  Walker. 

Marines — Lieut.  Beniamin  E.  Brooke,  command- 
ing. 

Acting  master — B.  W.  Hunter. 

Passed  midshipmen — D.  F.  Dulaney,  Chas.  Tho- 
ma»,  F.  E.  Barry,  Joshua  Humphreys. 

Midshipmen — Hagerty,  Craney,  Todd,  Preble, 
McDonough,  Mulany,  Cass,  Whittier. 

Boatswain — Hart. 

Gunner — Allen. 

Carpenter — Richard  Thomas. 

Sailmaker — O’Conner. 


UNITED  STATES  SHIP  INDEPENDENCE. 
Extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  of  the  Independ- 
ence frigate,  to  his  brother  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

“Spithead,  June  25,  1837. 
“Seventeen  days  from  land  to  land — twenty-two 
from  anchor  to  anchor,  was  not  so  bad;  yet  might 
have  been  better,  for  our  ‘barkey’  sails  like  a witch; 
but  the  commodore  having,  1 suppose,  especial 
care  for  the  ladies  on  Uoaru,  spared  me  canvass. — 
What  a pleasant  passage — weather  to  make  one  in 
love  with  life,  as  N.  P.  Willis  would  say;  agreeably 
diversified  with  two  or  three  moderate  gales,  mere- 
ly to  heighten  the  contrast.  A flowing  sheet  for 
fourteen  days,  then  the  wind  hauled  ahead,  to  show 
us  what  the  vessel  could  do  on  a taught  bowline. — 
She  did  ‘do’  eleven  knots  close  hauled — where’s 
the  ship  that  can  do  better?  We  made  the  coast  of 
Ireland;  fishing  boats  came  off  filled  with  freshly 
caught  fish,  and  vociferous  Patlanders,  with  a 
brogue  of  the  richest,  though  not  the  most  intelii- 
ble  to  Yankee  ears.  Portsmouth  is  swarming  with 


U.  STATES  SHIP  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Extract  from  a letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy 
from  commodore  Henry  E.^Ballard,  dated 
U.  S.  ship  N.  Carolina,  off  Valparaiso,  May  13,  1837. 

I have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  ship 
under  my  command  off  this  port,  in  forty-uine  days 
from  Rio  de  Janeiro;  ten  days  of  which  have  been 
passed  in  a heavy  gale  of  wind  from  the  north,  with- 
in one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  Valparaiso.  We 
have  experienced  much  sj^ere  weather  during  our 
cruise  from  the  United  *tes  to  this  place;  but  I 
am  happy  to  state  that  the  officers  and  crew  are  in 
excellent  health;  that  our  average  “sick  list,”  has 
been  smaller  than  I have  ever  known,  and  the  ship 
in  as  good  condition  as  the  severe  weather  we  have 
encountered  would  allow. 


CONVENTION  OF  BUSINESS  MEN. 

The  officers  elected  to  preside  over  the  meeting 
were,  for  president,  the  hon.  William  Halsey,  of  N. 
Jersey;  vice  presidents,  James  Brewster,  of  Connec- 
ticut, Philip  Reybold,  of  Delaware;  secretaries, 
Daniel  M.  Keim,  of  Pennsylvania,  R.  M.  Stratton, 
of  New  York. 

The  deliberations  of  the  convention  were  con- 
ducted with  much  harmony.  It  adjourned,  on 
Thursday,  the  3d  inst.  after  having  passed  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  by  an  unanimous  vote,  except- 
ing only  three  or  four  dissenting  voices  on  one  or 
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two  particular  sections.  Each  section  was  sepa- 
rately read  and  decided  on,  after  considerable  and 
animated  discussion.  The  almost  entire  unanimity 
and  abundant  evidence  of  good  feeling  pervaded 
tiie  convention,  has  been  a subject  of  very  general 
remark. 

REPORT  OP  THE  COMMITTEE. 

The  mechanics,  manufacturers,  agriculturists  and 
business  men  of  all  classes,  from  diderent  sections 
of  the  United  States,  represented  by  delegates  in 
convention. at  Philadelphia,  the  first  day  of  August, 
A.  D.  1837,  having  considered  the  peculiar  embar- 
rassments ho  which  the  country  is  now  exposed,  do 
adopt  the  following  resolutions  as  expressive  of  their 
opinions  on  this  important  subject. 

1st.  Resolved,  That  in  the  prostration  of  business, 
the  destruction  of  credit  and  the  derangement  of  the 
currency  of  the  country,  a crisis  has  arrived  which 
demands  the  cordial  and  united  co-operation  of  all 
classes,  denominations  and  parties,  in  devising  and 
executing  such  measures  as  in  the  judgment  of  en- 
lightened wisdom,  are  calculated  to  relieve  the  coun- 
try from  existing  evils. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  and 
patriotism  in  inquiring  for  the  causes  of  existing 
evils  to  avoid  casting  censure  upon  others,  and  with 
a single  aim  to  seek  an  adequate  remedy.  To  do 
this  the  truth  must  be  presented  to  the  minds  of  in- 
telligent and  upright  men,  and  an  independent 
judgment  must  perform  its  appropriate  office. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  among  the  causes  of  the  ruin- 
ous results  in  which  the  business,  the  enterprise, 
the  industry,  and  we  may  add  the  happiness  of  the’ 
country,  are  involved,  are  the  withdrawal  of  a laro-e 
amount  of  money  collected  for  the  public  use  froln 
its  ordinary  business  channels,  and  the  consequent 
interruption  of  the  usual  facilities  for  the  fulfilment 
of  commercial  engagements.  The  distribution  of  a 
portion  of  the  public  revenue  among  the  sti^eg  as 
imposed  by  the  act  of  congress,  at  points  remote 
from  the  places  of  its  collecton— V„e'  excessive  is- 
sues oi  bank  paper  and  the  consequent  abuse  of 
bank  credit  the  extensive  and  rash  contracts  in 
the  purchase  of  land,  git y lots,  stocks  and  other  pro- 
perty,  in  whic.i  inen  of  limited  resources,  in  their 

zeal  “to  make  haste  to  be  rich,”mve  engaged the 

neglect  of  suitable  attention  to  that  most  useful  and 
most  honorable  employment,  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil,  and  as  a consequence,  the  importation  of  lar^e 
quantities  of  bread  stuffs — the  great  excess  of  im- 
portation above  our  exports,  and  in  this  way  the 
contracting  of  large  foreign  debts,  the  payment  of 
whiell  requires  the  withdrawal  of  a coj  respondirw 
ainount  of  funds  from  the  ordinary  channels  of  bu° 
^einess  at  home — the  idleness,  luxury  and  extrava- 
gancy in  which  too  many  have  indulged — the  in- 
political  excitement  which  has  pervaded  all 
-parA°^ country  and  has  subjected  every  public 
measure'1*0  til£  test  6f  it”  "r°bsb!e  effects  upon  par- 
ty influent  ar>d  by  which  the  moneyed  institu- 
tions of  the  country,  and  the  ordinary  pursuits  of 
business  men.bvve  be,en  involved  in  the  violence  of 
(party  conflicts. 

£th.  Resolved,  That  gold  and  silver  coin  consti- 
tute the-  only  constitutional  standard  for  the  ex- 
changeable value  of  pay,  and  the  issuing  or  conti- 
nuing as  a general  currency,  bank  paper  which  is 
net  redeemable  at  all  times  with  the  precious  metal 
is  unjust  and  unequal  in  its  effects  upon  the  people 
.and  subversive  of  the  best  interests  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

5th.  Resolved,  That  a well  regulated  and  well 
•guarded  system  of  bank  credit,  by  which  bills  at  all 
times  redeemable  in  gold  and  silver,  are  made  to 
supply  the  business  wants  of  the  community,  con- 
stitutes one  of  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  a free 
people,  and  is  essentially  necessaiy  in  promoting 
their  prosperity. 

6th.  Resolved,  That  the  great  objects  of  civil  go- 
vernment, the  promotion  of  the  happiqcss  of  the 
people,  cannot  be  attained  in  the  United  States 
without  a well  regiilated^stem  of  protection  to  all 
the  great  business  interests  in  which  our  citizens 
are  engaged  and  that  the  system  of  credit  upon  im- 
post duties  has  a tendency  to  encourage  excessive 
imppt.tations,  and  to  produce  numerous  fluctuations 
of  business:  (he  adoption  of  the  system  of  requir- 
ing cash  for  duties  would  prevent  much  of  the  em- 
barrassr-yifit  ttfo  country  is  exposed,  and 

wiquWo1}?  j?fl  eSgWUal  "importance  to  all  the  greal 
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lands,  alter  making'  suitable  appropriations  foye< 


cation  and  improvements  in  the  states  where  they 
are  situated,  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  promotion 
of  objects  of  a public  character  in  the  several  states 
according  to  some  jusOatio. 

9th.  Resolved,  f hat  the  time  has  arrived  when 
it  is  the  important  duty  of  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  to  exercise  their  constitutional  power  of  es- 
tablishing a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States.  ° 

10th.  Resolved,  that  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  are  united  in  ope  common  interest  and  the 
various  classes  and  professions,  are  mutually  de- 
pendent upon  each  other,  and  that  any  effort  to  ex- 
cite one  class  against  another,  to  divide  society  into 
factions  would  be  subversive  of  the  fundamental 
principles  of  society,  and  tend  to  destroy  the  happi- 
ness of  all.  11 

11th.  Resolved,  That  in  the  conflicts  of  mere 
partizans  contending  for  the  triumph  of  party  suc- 
cess, and  subjecting  every  public  measure  to  the 
supervision  oi  party  discipline,  we  discover  princi- 
ples subversive  of  personal  independence,  and  ruin- 
ous to  the  best  interest  of  the  country. 

12th.  Resolved,  That  the  substantial  blessings 
which  a bountiful  Providence  is  now  showering 
upon  the  fields  of  our  agricultural  brethern,  warn 
us,  as  it  were  in  the  silent  and  eloquent  lanvua^e 
of  inspiration,  to  leave  the  delusive  maze  of  specu- 
lation with  which  all  branches  of  trade  have  been 
mixed  up,  and  return  to  the  practice  of  industry 
and  economy;  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  their  solid 
rewards. 


TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

From  the  New  York  Times. 

Toe  Following  circular  appears  to  have  been  sent 
by  the  secretary  et  the  treasury  early  in  the  pre- 
sent month  to  some  of  the  former  deposite  banks. 
It  evinces  a prompt  and  vigilant  regard  to  their 
situation  and  duties  on  the  part  of  that  attentive 
functionary. 

We  trust  they  will  profit  by  his  pertinent  sugges- 
tions as  to  meeting  the  calls  on  them  on  behalf  of 
the  public  creditors  in  an  acceptable  manner — as 
well  as  doing  up  their  concerns  with  the  treasury, 
and  resuming  specie  payments  at  an  early  period. 

We  understand  their  condition  and  their  course 
have  been  generally  very  commendable  since  the 
disastrous  measure  of  suspension  was  adopted. 

Treasury  department,  July  3,  1837. 

Sir:  Replies  having  in  most  cases  been  received 
°ircular,  addressed  in  May  last  to  the  cashiers 
ol  those  deposite  banks  which  had  suspended  specie 
payments,  I now  propose  to  submit  a few  remarks 
to  your  consideration,  growing  out  of  those  replies, 
and,  out  of  events  which  have  since  tfanspn  cu  iii 
connection  with  your  relations  to  the  treasury  de- 
partment. 

1.  It  affords  me  much  gratification  to  find,  so  far 
as  regards  the  inquiry  concerning  payment  and  se- 
curity, a great  willingness  expressed  to  make  the 
United  States  amply  safe. for  the  eventual  payment 
of  all  that  is  due;  and  a strong  conviction  enter- 
tained by  the  banks  that  no  loss  will  be  ultimately 
sustained  by  the  government.  But  whenever  rea- 
sonable doubts  on  this  subject  have  arisen  with  the 
depaitment,  steps  have  been  taken  to  procure  addi- 
tional security,-  or  to  withdraw  the  public  funds 
more  rapidly,  if  possible,  than  was  otherwise  in- 
tended. And  a part  of  the  object  of  this  communi- 
cation is  to  apprize  you  that  such  will  be  the 
course  which  a sense  of  duty  must  require  me  to 
continue  to  pursue  in  regard  to  any  bank  whose 
condition  may  appear  doubtful,  while  the  relation 
of  debtor  and  creditor  exists  between  it  and  the 
treasury. 

2.  Another  portion  of  that  circular  communicat- 
ed information  concerning  the  lenient  mode  which, 
under  the  severe  losses  experienced  by  many  of  the 
banks  from  mercantile  failures,  and  under  the  em- 
barrassments to  others,  caused  by  panic  and  want 
of  confidence,  was  contemplated  to  be  adopted  in 
recalling  the  public  funds.  That  mode  was  by 
such  moderate  drafts  and  transfers  as  the  public 
necessities  should  from  time  to  time  demand,  and 
an  earnest  request  having  been  made  for  a satis- 
factory compliance  with  it  on  the  part  of  the  banks, 
assurances  have  generally  been  given  of  a readi- 
ness to  answer  those  calls  with  promptitude,  and  in 
a.i  acceptable  manner.  But  though  it  is  gratifying 
to  add,  that  in  most  cases  these  assurances  have 
since  been  fulfilled,  and  something  like  three  mil- 
lions of  public  money  have  been  paid  over  by  the 
discontinued  banks  since  the  12th  of  May  last,  and, 
in  a few  instances,  all  which  was  on  hand;  and 
though  about  nine  millions  more  are  expected  to 
be  paid  early  in  July,  yet,  in  some  cases,  proper 
efforts  and  sacrifices  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
made  to  discharge  their  important  obligations  to 


the  treasury.  In  such  ca$es,  and  especially  where 
the  neglect  produced  serious  inconvenience  lo  our 
fiscal  operations,  or  injury  to  the  public  credit,  the 
department  has  felt  compelled,  by  Its  responsibility 
to  the  government,  to  take  preparatory'  measures 
suitable  to  obtain  indemnity  for  the  past  and  en- 
force those  obligations  in  future.  It  will  feel  oblig- 
ed to  adopt  such  measures  hereafter  in  all  similar 
instances;  and  though  its  moderation  and  lenity 
have  been,  and  will  be,  as  great  as  is  supposed  to 
be  justifiable,  they  must  not  be  misconstrued  into 
indifference  or  forgetfulness  of  what  is  due  as  well 
from  the  banks  as  to  the  public  creditors  and  the 
United  States. 

The  location  of  several  of  the  banks,  and  the 
small  amount  of  public  money  in  their  possession, 
will  exempt  them  from  many  calls  at  present,  and 
enable  them  easily  to  meet  such  as  are  made.  But 
the  situation  of  others  will,  under  all  just  forbear- 
ance, render  the  calls  upon  them  more- frequent  and 
imperative,  and  will  require,  as  it  Is  hoped  they 
will  receive,  a correspondent  exertion  to  answer 
them.  Such  exertion,  it  is  believed,  will  in  tbe 
end  be  better  for  all  concerned,  though  accompani- 
ed by  soma  Temporary  sacrific.os,  than  to  suffer  loss' 
of  character,  by  incurring  the  imputation  of  a con- 
tinued violation  of  essential  duties,  and  by  expos- 
ing the  treasury  to  embarrassment,  and  the  public 
creditors  and  officers  to  severe  injury. 

The  department  cannot  recognize  the  right  of 
any  former  depository  to  be  exempted  from  paying; 
specie  to  the  public  creditor,  if  insisted  on  by  him; 
it  being  due,  in  both  honor  and  good  faith,  as  well 
to  him  as  to  the  treasury.  It  is  true  that  the  diffi-® 
culty  of  procuring  it  when  wanted  has  been  some  - 
what enhanced,  and  this, at  the  time  when  demands- 
for  it  are  increased,  and  the  ability  of  some  of  the 
banks  is  weakened  by  the  failures  of  some  of  their 
customers.  But  these  are  obstacles  which  are  by 
no  means  insuperable,  and  which,  when  occurring, 
it  is  the  duly,  and  it  is  hoped  will  be  the  desire,  of 
every  bank  to  make  efforts  to  remove,  at  any  rea- 
sonable expense  and  trouble. 

3.  The  returns  of  the  condition  of  the  selected 
banks,  which  were  requested  to  be  continued,  have 
generally  been  made  with  promptitude  and  regu- 
larity. But  while  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  see,  in  ■ 
most  cases,  a reduction  in  discounts  and  circula- 
tion, and  which  course  is  the  most  efficient  to  cure- 
one  of  the  existing  evils  ill  hanking,  and  to  enable, 
the  institutions  which  have  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments to  resume  them  at  an  early  day,  and  with 
much  greater  safety,  it  is  regretted,  that  in  a few 
instances,  this  course  has  not  been  adopted.  But 
whenever  departed  from  in  such  a crisis,  tl-.e  error 
has  tended,  and  must  tend  hereafter,  to  impair  the 
confidence  of  the  department  in  the  sound  manage- 
ment of  the  institution,  ana  to  justify  such  steps- as., 
may  lead  to  a mdre  speedy  withdrawal  of  the  publics 
money,  or  to  the  procurement  of  increased  secu-. 
rity. 

4.  Such  a departure  is  likely  to  delay  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments,  concerning  which  the  views 
of  the  former  deposite  banks  w'ere  requested  in  that 
circular,  and  have  generally  been  since  presented. 
Without  claiming  the  right  to  interfere  on  this  sub- 
ject beyond  the  deep  solicitude  and  interest  felt  by 
the  treasury  department  concerning  the  condition 
and  conduct  of  all  its  debtors,  and  beyond  its  duty 
vigilantly  to  examine  into  those  points  when  in- 
dulgences are  sought  or  granted,  the  inquiries 
before  mentioned  -were  made  on  these  accounts 
alone.  It  has  been  a matter  of  regret  to  find,  in 
most  of  the  explanations  on  the  subject  of  sus- 
pending as  well  as  resuming  specie  payments, 
that  the  action  of  one  bank  has  been  made  to  de- 
pend so  exclusively  on  that  of  others.  The  loca- 
tion, losses,  liabilities,  and  means  of  the  banks 
were,  and  still  are,  very  different  among  them- 
selves, as  well  as  in  different  quarters  of  the  coun- 
try. In  illustration  of  this  remark,  it  may  be 
mentioned,  that  several  of  them,  as  in  the  eastern 
states  in  1814.  have  actually  continued  to  pay 
specie,  and  many  others  appear  to  have  ample  abi- 
lity to  do  it,  if  more  courage,  energy  and  indepen- 
dence had  fortunately  been  united  with  their  great 
available  means.  Since  the  panic  has  in  some  de- 
gree subsided  and  the  opportunity  has  been  enjoyed 
for  lessening  balances,  discounts  and  circulation, 
and  when  so  much  more  can  be  done,  in  this  re- 
spect, without  causing  distress,  in  consequence  of 
the  diminished  business  of  the  community,  and  the 
smaller  demand  for  money,  it  is  to  be  lamented 
that  a more  general  effort  has  not  been  made  to  re- 
sume specie  payments  at  the  earliest  day  practica- 
ble and  safe.  It  is  true  that  a few  banks  very  coin- 
mendably  have  already  resumed,  and  are  in  the  suc- 
cessful discharge  of  their  plain  legal  obligations, 
though  on  a reduced  scale  in  business  and  profits, 
and  that  others  are  efficient!-,'  attempting  to  place, 
themselve*  in  a similar  position.  But  from  the-. 
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replies  to  my  inquiries,  the  inclination  seems  to  be 
too  prevalent  for  the  banlcs  in  one  city,  county, 
state,  or  large  region  of  country,  to  postpone  the 
measure  till  all  others  in  the  union  are  ready  and 
willing  to  unite.  Their  positions,  in  various  res- 
pects,lire  essentially  unlike,  though  in  general  very 
strong.  The  condition  of  the  former  deposite 
banks,  as  a whole,  is  believed  to  he  stonger  now  as 
to  specie,  compared  with  circulation,  or  immediate 
means  to  meet  immediate  liabilities,  so  as  readily  to 
sustain  specie  parents  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances than  h!S  keen  the  condition  of  all  the  banks 
in  the  United  States  at  any  former  period  for  the 
last  qua-ccr  of  a century.  Their  specie,  on  an 
avP-jge,  is  about  one  to  three  of  their  circulation, 
aid  their  immediate  means  nearly  one  to  two  and  a 
half  of  their  immediate  liabilities.  But  in  some 
large  sections  of  country,  the  specie  is  in  a ratio 
quite  thirty  per  cent,  greater,  while  in  others  it  is 
less.  The  want  of  confidence  in  some  places,  and 
the  effects  of  losses  in  others,  and  which  constitute 
the  only  otlip’-  p>-inoipal  Jiilferences  in  the  ability, 
at  different  periods,  to  sustain  such  payments,  have 
not  extended  in  the  same  dep-ree  to  ail  pUeoo, 
have  already  diminished  much  more  in  some  of 
them  than  in  others. 

It  is  therefore,  earnestly  hoped  that,  by  prudent 
and  persevering  efforts,  a resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments can  be  effected  at  no  very  remote  day,  and 
successfully  maintained  by  many  of  those  institu- 
tions indebted  to  the  treasury.  So  far  as  this  de- 
partment has  power  to  encourage  such  efforts,  it 
has  done,  and  cheerfully  will  do  it,  while  the  exist- 
wg  laws  remain  unrepealed,  by  giving  a decided 
preference  for  holding  all  kinds  of  public  deposites 
to  such  banks  as  pay  specie;  but,  beyond  that,  con- 
gress and  the  states  alone  can  lawfully  extend  other 
assistance. 

You  will  more  readily  excuse  my  anxiety  on  this 
topic,  when,  besides  the  reasons  before  stated,  you 
are  assured  of  the  strong  conviction  entertained  by 
this  department  that  the  resumption  of  specie'  pay- 
ments, as  soon  as  it  can  be  accomplished  by  any 
reasonable  exertions  or  sacrifices,  would  not  only 
increase  the  facilities  of  our  fiscal  operations,  and 
much  promote  the  convenience  of  the  public  cre- 
ditors, but  tend  to  remove  many  reproaches  from 
the  banking  institutions  themselves,  and  to  pre- 
serve a strong  sense  of  moral  obligation  to  dis- 
charge faithfully,  so  far  as  able,  every  duty  imposed 
by  law.  Respectfully,  yours, 

LEYI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

From  the  New  York  Evening  Post. 

_ THE  OLD  EIGHTH!!! 

TlcnrnnJ^.^  ...  r ,J'  ,J 

An  overwhelming  meeting  of  the  democratic  re- 
publican citizens  of  the  Sth  ward,  held  pursuant  to  a 
call  from  their  delegates  to  Tammany  Hall,  was  orga- 
nized by  appointing  Daniel  E.  Delavan,  esq.  pre- 
sident, Messrs.  J.  B.  Y anderpool  and  Charles  Stuart, 
viee  presidents  and  Gustavus  A.  Goodrich  and  Wil- 
liam Riley,  secretaries. 

The  call  of  the  meeting  having  been  read  and  ap- 
proved of,  and  its  object  explained,  a committee 
was  appointed  by  the  meeting  to  retire  and  prepare 
resolutions  for  theirconsideration,  who  reported,  and 
submitted  the  following,  which  were  received  with 
acclamations  and  unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  Questions  of  a deep  and  mighty  import 
have  rendered  it  morally  and  sternly  necessary  that 
tile  freemen  of  this  country  should  assemble  in  their 
temples  of  democracy  and  declare  emphatically,  in  a 
voice  no  longer  to  be  misunderstood  or  unheeded, 
the  principles  which  will  guide  them  in  the  coming 
conflict,  and 

Whereas,  The  will  of  the  people  has  been  too  of- 
ten subjected  to  misrepresentation  and  misconstruc- 
tion by  the  dishonest  meddling  of  false  friends, 
termed  by  our  opponent  “party  leaders.,”  and  as  the 
best  interests  of  our  beloved  country  require  front  us 
a distinct  and  honest  expression  of  our  sentiments 
upon  the  great  political  questions  now  agitating  the 
whole  country;  that  our  course  may  be  "determined 
and  unwavering,  our  councils  no  longer  divided; 
that  the  line  of  deinarkation  may  be  broadly  and 
plainly  defined,  and  that  those  who  are  not  with  us 
may  appear  against  us;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  democracy  of  this  ward  pledge 
themselves  to  contend  against  all  special  legislation 
whereby  privileges  are  granted  to  the  few  and  with- 
held from  the  many;  believing  such  legislation  to  be 
directly  at  variance  with  the  first  principles  of  self- 
government,  in  violation  of  our  equal  political  and 
civil  rights;  restraining  us  from  our  natural  freedom, 
and  totally  adverse  to  the  plain  doctrines  of  demo- 
cracy. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  opposed  to  the  law  legaliz- 
ing the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  considering 
that  law  obnoxious  as  a precedent,  subversive  of 


justice,  unnecessary,  unconstitutional,  unjustifiable: 
moreover  a law  preventing  as  an  alternative  the 
adoption  of  that  wholesome  measure,  a repeal  of  the 
restraining  law. 

’Resolved,  That  the  recently  enacted  mortgage  law 
merits  and  receives  our  unqualified  condemnation, 
because  it  impairs  the  obligation  of  contracts,  and 
is  therefore  unconstituonal;  because  it  is  destined, 
if  not  designed,  to  give  special  aid  to  land  and  lot 
gamblers,  enabling  them,  by  this  stop  law,  to  realize 
their  ill-begotten,  dishonest  schemes,  at  the  expense 
of  their  honest  creditors  and  the  community;  and 
because  we  consider  it  a part  and  parcel  of  that 
meddling  and  corrupt  legislation  which,  interfering 
with  the  private  bargains  of  man  with  man,  de- 
mands from  us  a seal  of  reprobation. 

Resolved,  That  we  view  the  restraining  law,  the 
usury  law,  and  the  mortgage  law,  as  a violation  of 
equal  laws  and  equal  rights,  a shackle  upon  credit, 
trade  and  commerce,  an  unwarrantable  assumption 
of  legislative  power  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  the 
people;  and  we  therefore  demand  from  our  next  le- 
gislature the  unconditional  repeal  thereof. 

n.  wiuKti,  Tiiat  In  requiring  a repeal  of  the  sus- 
pension law,  wg  would  not  recommend  an  imme- 
diate forfeiture  of  bank  charters,  nor  would  we  per- 
mit a renewal  thereof;  we  would  repeal  so  much  of 
the  safety  fund  law  as  subjects  those  institutions  to 
the  compulsory  jurisdiction  of  tile  chancellor,  and 
by  a general  banking  law,  open  to  all,  with  salutary 
regulations,  render  each  corporation  and  its  stock- 
holders amenable  to  the  common  law  of  debtor  and 
creditor — recommending  them  to  the  lenity  of  an 
outraged  community,  whose  individual  interest  will 
prompt  the  necessary  forbearance. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  in  favor  of  “a  well  regulat- 
ed credit  system;”  “we  would  preserve  and  regulate, 
but  not  destroy;”  “predit  implies  a free  government, 
good  laws,  security  of  personal  rights,  the  prevailing 
influence  of  knowledge,  morality  and  good  faith 
among  the  people;”  “its  free  and  general  use  is  the 
distinguishing  feature  between  despotism  and  liber- 
ty;” we  would  sever  the  throngs  by  which  its  free- 
dom is  enthralled,  secure  “its  free  and  general  use,” 
and  no  longer  subject  it  to  the  restraints  of  an  over- 
wise legislation. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  in  favor  of  a “metallic  cur- 
rency,” and  opposed  to  a bank  note  substitute  there- 
for; we  would  require  the  federal  and  state  govern- 
ments to  receive  and  disburse  gold  and  silver  only,  be- 
lieving such  acours6W'ill  be  a sufficient  check  upon 
the  over-issues  of  banking  institutions.  We  are  yet 
to  learn  that  Thos.  H.  Benton,  or  any  uiher  oullion- 
ist,  would  go  so  far  as  to  render  it  illegal  for  any 
citizen  to  receive  the  note  of  his  neighbor  or  banker 
iri  payment  of  labor,  or  in  exchange  for  any  coaimo- 
tuiy. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  unchanged  and  unchangea- 
ble in  our  opposition  to  a national  bank  under  any 
form , controlled  by  the  federal  government,  or  dele- 
gated to  the  special  chartered  direction  of  indivi- 
duals; that  we  have  hitherto  opposed  a national 
bank,  not  because  we  considered  the  state  banks 
equally  well  qualified  for  fiscal  agents,  but  because 
we  deemed  a national  bank  unconstitutional  and 
necessarily  fraught  with  powers  endangering  the 
permanency  of  freedom  and  free  government;  and  as 
the  same  causes  still  exist,  honest  democrats  will 
wage  the  same  uncompromising  opposition. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  strongest,  broadest  and 
most  explicit  terms,  “in  all  the  simplicity  and  ener- 
gy of  language,”  we  would  express  our  utter  and 
unmeasured  condemnation  of  that  corrupt  and  dis- 
honest legislation  by  which  most  of  our  state  banks 
have  obtained  their  charters;  that  we  condemn  any 
banking  system  created  by,  or  connected  with  fe- 
deral or  state  government,  and  founded  upon  special 
legislation,  believing  all  such  systems  to  be  alike 
unjust,  unequal,  corrupt  and  demoralizing;  and 
further, 

Resolved,  That  we  will  firmly  advocate  any  mea- 
sure by  which  all  systems  of  banking  shall  be  tho- 
roughly and  forever  divorced  from  the  political 
power  of  the  country;  and  will  support  no  man  for 
any  office  of  honor  or  emolument  within  our  gift, 
who  will  not  pledge  himself  to  exercise  his  talents 
and  influence  to  carry  into  effect  the  spirit  of  these 
resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  we  should  be  wanting  in  self-re- 
spect were  we  to  pass  unheeded  a letter  recently 
addressed  to  a senator  of  the  United  States  by  cer- 
tain individuals  claiming  to  be  members  of  the  de- 
mocratic republican  party  of  this  city;  the  senti- 
ments and  views  intended  to  be  covertly  applauded 
in  that  letter,  are  not  our  sentiments  and  views:  and 
lest  our  silence  should  be  construed  into  an  approval 
of  the  intrigue  and  misrepresentation  resorted  to  in 
order  to  obtain  signatures,  we  must  publicly  dis- 
avow and  condemn  the  motives  of  those  so  deeply 
engaged  in  chartered  banks,  who,  when  true  prin- 
ciples clash  with  their  selfish  interest,  are  so  offi- 


cious “in  manufacturing  public  opinion.”  And  as 
we  would  censure  the  guilty  only,  we  must  expresd 
our  conviction  that  many  of  the  signatures  append- 
ed to  that  were  granted  for  the  sole  purpose  of  dis- 
claiming a desire  “to  destroy  credit,”  and  not  with 
the  intention  of  endorsing  the  democracy  of  Na- 
thaniel P.  Tallmadge.  « 

Resolved,  That  we  view  with  pride  and  gratifica- 
tion the  stern  adherence  of  Martin  Van  Buren  to 
the  measures  and  policy  of  Andrew  Jackson,  and 
have  undiminished  confidence  in  his  integrity  and 
persi-verence.  He  may  go  on  and  finish  the  fight, 
assured  that  the  people  are  with  him  and  will  sup- 
port him. 

Resolved,  That  to  a consistent  and  patriotic  states- 
man our  unfeigned  acknowledgments  are  due:  that 
in  the  hon.  Silas  Wright,  jr.  we  behold  those  virtues 
combined  with  talents  of  the  highest  order;  his  ser- 
vices are  so  deeply  appreciated  that  our  strongest 
eulogy  would  be  but  a partial  expression  of  our  high 
esteem. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  witnessed  with  dissatis- 
faction a surplus  revenue  collected  disproportion- 
ately from  the  people  by  a protective  tariff;  that  we 
beheld  the  passage  of  the  distribution  bill  with  in- 
creased jealously,  knowing  such  legislation  must 
have  a tendency  to  weaken  and  disarm  the  state 
sovereignties  and  recognize  new  power  in  the  federal 
government.  We  disapprove  of  that  bill,  and  trust 
the  new  congress  will  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  re- 
quirements of  government,  and  repeal  the  duties 
upon  all  imported  necessaries  of  life. 

Resolved , That  the  law  (proposed  by  the  hon. 
Daniel  Webster),  permitting  government  dues  to  be 
paid  “in  specie  or  bills  of  specie  paying  banks,” 
was,  in  our  opinion,  a departure  from  correct  legis- 
lation, and  that  we  hail  the  specie  circular  (so  call- 
ed) as  a partial  return  to  constitutional  principles, 
and  we  hope  that  measure  will  be  persisted  in. 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  our  hearty  congratula- 
tions to  the  young  men’s  delegates  to  Tammany 
Hall,  for  their  manly  exposition  of  democratic  senti- 
ments: trusting  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
battle  will  have  been  fought  and  the  victory  won — 
when  our  committees  to  that  hall  will  be  relieved 
from  the  company  of  their  monopoly  associates,  and 
when  the  halls  of  the  “Old  Wigwam,”  regenerated 
and  purified,  shall  vfitness  the  congratulations  of  a 
triumphant  democracy,  and  resound  with  victorious 
huzzas  of  a people  “who  know  their  rights,  and 
knowing  dare  maintain.” 

PcooUcJ,,  Tlial  uu  Intelligent  people  cannot  be 
deceived  as  to  the  causes  of  the  existing  distress  by 
all  the  denunciations  heaped  upon  the  measures  of 
the  late  administration  by  profligate  opponents  and 
a corrupt  press:  and  although  the  privileged  banker, 
petted  speculator,  and  unfortunate  over-trader  may 
be  disappointed  in  their  high  asperations,  and  may 
not  yet  be  enveloped  in  the  anticipated  halo  of 
wealth  and  exclusiveness;  and  although  we  do  sym- 
pathize with  the  sufferings  of  the  afflicted,  and 
writhe  with  our  own,  still  must  we  rejoice  that  tho 
discomfiture  of  their  high  hopes  prevents  “the  ricii 
man’s  fields  from  being  fertilized  with  the  sweat  of 
tile  poor  man’s  brow,”  and  that  we  are  yet  a nation 
free  from  a proud,  privileged,  scrip  nobility,  the 
gorgeous  panoply  of  an  overbearing  moneyed  aris- 
tocracy. 

Resolved,  That  we  invite  the  democracy  of  this 
city  to  assemble  in  their  respective  wards,  to  ex- 
press their  view’s  up*n  such  subjects  as  we  have  ad-- 
verted  to,  and  to  drive  from  their  ranks  those  false 
democrats,  who,  like  an  incubus,  W'ouid  have  sap- 
ed  our  strength,  suppressed  our  sentiments  and 
driven  from  us  our  true  friends:  tiiat  we  invite  all 
true  democrats  to  join  and  aid  us,  that  we  may  re- 
organize our  ranks  and  be  prepared  to  meet  and  de- 
feat the  old  enemy,  and  the  machinations  of  false 
friends. 

Resolved,  That  the  committees  at  Tammany  Hall 
be  requested  to  call  a meetiae  of  “the  democracy  of 
the  city,”  at  that  hall,  on  sWie  evening  in  the  com- 
ing month,  that  our  opinions  may  be  understood  and 
promulgated. 

By  request,  John  R.  Wheeler,  esq.  tendered  his 
resignation  as  a delegate  from  the  eighth  ward  to  the 
general  committee  at  Tammany  Hall,  which  was 

Unailluiuuply  accepted,  and  a iccolution  adopted  it*- 

questing  the  delegates  from  this  ward  to  said  hall  to 
call  a meeting  of  the  democracy  of  the  ward  at  an 
early  day  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a delegate  in 
place  of  said  John  R.  Wheeler,  esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting, 
countersigned  by  its  officers,  be  published  in  ail  the 
democratic  papers  of  this  city,  in  the  Albany  Ar- 
gus, and  in  the  Washington  Globe. 

DANIEL  E.  DELAVAN,  president. 

Charles  Stuart,  ) • President, 

' Jas.  B.  Vanderpool,  ] P'esiacntl- 

Gustavus  A Goodrich,  j secretarie,_ 

William.  Riley , ) 
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HON.  AARON  VANDERPOEL. 

From  the  Chicago  Democrat,  July  19. 

News  having  been  received,  a few  days  subse- 
quent to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Webster,  that’  this  dis- 
tinguished advocate  of  democratic  principles  was 
in  oui»c’ity,  a meeting  of  the  democratic  party  was 
called  forthwith,  with  his  honor  the  mayor  in  the 
chair,  and,  after  several  appropriate,  talented  and 
highly  interesting  speeches  from  different  gentle- 
men present,  a committee  was  appointed  to  tender 
him  a public  dinner,  and  another  to  make  the  ne- 
cessary arrangements  therefor.  But  the  domestic 
afflictions  of  Mr.  Vanderpoel  necessitated  him  to 
decline  the  honor  conferred  upon  him;  an  honor 
which,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  he  would 
have  accepted  with  pleasure.  The  want  of  room 
compels  us  to  omit,  for  this  week,  any  thing  fur- 
ther relative  to  the  matter  than  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Vanderpoel,  which  we  commend  to  every  citizen  of 
this  state  as  worthy  of  something  more  than  ordinary 
attention. 

Chicago,  July  3d,  18.37. 

Gentlemen:  I have  just  received  yours  of  this 
date,  informing  me,  that  you  have  been  appointed 
by  a numerous  meeting  of  this  city  of  the  friends  of 
the  present  administration  of  the  general  govern- 
ment to  tender  to  me  a public  dinner.  JBe  assured, 
gentlemen,  that  1 am  deeply  and  most  gratefully  im- 
pressed with  the  honor  which  the  republicans  of 
this  prosperous  and  enterprizing  city  h^ve  confer- 
red upon  me,  and  that  I deeply  deplore  the  cause 
which  will  prevent  me  from  uniting  with  you  in  the 
festivity  you  propose.  When  I inform  you,  that  I 
have  very  recently  suffered  the  most  servere  and 
trying  bereavement  to  which  the  nearest  and  dear- 
est of  domestic  relations  can  subject  us,  I am  very 
sure  that  you  will  respect  those  leelings  which 
prompt  me,  at  this  time,  to  decline  partaking  of  a 
public  dinner.  But  I cannot  and  will  not,  gentle- 
men, forego  this  opportunity  to  congratulate  you, 
and  through  you,  all  the  friends  of  democratic  mea- 
sures, upon  the  triumph  of  sound  and  correct  princi- 
ples which,  for  the  last  eight  years  have  distin- 
guished the  administration  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. Our  memories  are  not,  they  cannot  be  so 
treacherous,  as  that  we  can  have  forgotten  what 
was  the  state  of  things,  when  our  late  venerable  pre- 
sident was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment; what  denunciations  were  lavished  upon  him 
by  an  arrogant  and  reckless  opposition,  what  pre- 
dictions they  hazarded,  and  how  lew  or  cueir  Uolo. 
ful  prophecies  have  been  fulfilled.  We  have  not 
forgotten  that  the  whole  vocabulary  of  crime  and 
of  billingsgate  was  exhausted  to  find  epithets  vile 
and  opprobrious  enough  to  heap  upon  his  name. 
We  have  not  forgotten  that  “war,  pestilence  and 
famine”  were  exhibited  to  us  as  the  certain  fruits 
that  would  flow  from  the  elevation  of  a “military 
chieftain”  to  the  highest  station  in  the  republic; 
and  we  would  not  have  been  attentive  to  the  fla- 
grant inconsistency  which  has  so  lately  marked  the 
effort  of  those  same  enemies  of  “ military  chieftains” 
to  raise  a man  to  the  presidency  in  whose  behalf  no 
pretension  was  or  could  be  urged,  save  a too  du- 
bious claim  to  military  glory.  We  can  revert  with 
pride  and  exultation  to  the  great  and  successful  ef- 
forts to  promote  the  interest  and  vindicate  the  honor 
of  the  country,  which  have  signalized  the  adminis- 
tration of  general  Jackson,  ever  supported  and  aided 
as  it  was  by  the  present  very  able  and  patriotic  in- 
cumbent of  the  executive  chair.  Millions  have 
been  recovered  from  foreign  nations,  for  which  for- 
mer administrations  had  for  years  petitioned  and 
negotiated  in  vain;  nullification,  the  vilest  and  most 
alarming  heresy  that  ever  threatened  our  blessed 
union  has  been  strangled  in  its  infancy,  and  what 
must  address  itself  most  forcibly  to  "the  pride  of 
every  true  American,  the  honor  of  the  nation  has 
been  sustained  and  its  character  elevated  by  the 
manly  and  successfujjptand  which  our  executive 
chief  more  recently  took  in  our  controversy  with 
France.  Though  at  a most  trying  crisis,  when  the 
national  honor  was  at  stake,  France  had  her  apolo- 
gists and  her  advocates  among  ns.  The  firm  and 
dignified  stand  which  the  president  then  took  has 
been  iustified  by  the  verdict  of  all  civilized  nations 
including  France  herself,  and  the  glorious  result  of 
this  momentous  controversy  has  proved,  that  the 
sentiment  so  early  promulgated  by  him  “to ask  from 
foreign  nations  nothing  but  what  is  right,  and  sub- 
mit to  nothing  that  is  wrong,”  was  something  more 
than  idle  bravado. 

But,  gentlemen,  there  is  another  topic  to  which 
the  crisis  would  seem  to  point  me.  You  can  readi- 
ly imagine  that  I allude  to  the  pecuniary  pressure, 
which  now  seems  to  pervade  our  country.  Let 
those  whose  patriotism  is  no  deeper  than  their  pock- 
ets say  what  they  please,  the  triumph  of  the  people 
and  their' government  over  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  is  still  to  the  true  friend  of  his  country  a sub- 
ject of  the  deepest  interest  and  warmest  congratu- 


lation. Come  what  may,  all  true  and  sound  repub- 
licans have  had  too  recent  and  too  impressive  evi- 
dences of  its  appalling  power  and  capacity  for  mis- 
chief and  oppression,  ever  again  to  become  recon- 
ciled to  a similar  institution.  The  power  to  regu- 
late and  control  the  currency  of  the  country  in- 
volves the  power  to  fix  and  control  the  value  of 
every  man’s  property  in  the  country;  for  it  contains 
the  power  to  determine  whether  money,  the  stan- 
dard of  value,  shall  be  scarce  or  plentiful.  This  is 
too  formidable  and  too.  dangerous  a power,  to  be 
committed  to  any  body  of  men,  who  are  neither  re- 
sponsible to  the  people  or  to  the  government  of  their 
choice.  This  position  is  not  idle,  abstract  theory, 
but  is  amply  fortified  by  bitter  and  memorable  ex- 
perience. Candid  men  cannot  doubt  its  soundness 
till  they  shall  have  forgotten  the  panic  season  of 
1834,  and  the  pecuniary  revulsions,  which  our  coun- 
try at  various  times  experienced,  while  the  bank  of 
the  U.  States  assumed  to  control  the  moneyed  inter- 
ests of  the  country.  We  are  told  by  many,  that  no- 
thing but  another  national  bank  will  remedy  the  in- 
conveniences of  which  many  are  now  complaining. 
The  patriotic  and  enlightened  cannot  and  should 
not  yield  to  this  argument,  but  should  refer  to  the 
true  causes  of  the  present  pressure.  He  should  re- 
collect that  it  is  attributable  to  that  mischievous 
expansion  of  the  paper  currency,  to  which  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  mainly  contributed;  that  after 
the  panic  session  of  1334,  after  having  contended  for 
months,  that  it  was  obliged  to  make  most  formida- 
ble and  distressing  contractions,  because  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  deposites,  it  extended  its  issues, 
within  a few  short  months,  millions  and  millions  of 
dollars!  The  state  banks  very  naturally  followed 
its  mischievous  example,  and  the  pernicious  facili- 
ties to  procure  money,  which  this  state  of  things 
produced,  engendered  a spirit  of  speculation  and 
over-trading,  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  our 
country;  revulsion  has  come  upon  us  which  is  just 
as  natural  as  the  ebb  which  always  follows  the  flood 
tide.  It  has  come  upon  us,  and  it  is  fortunate  that 
it  has  come  so  soon.  A longer  existence  of  the  in- 
flated state  of  things  which  preceded  it  would  only 
have  rendered  the  reaction,  when  it  should  ulti- 
mately come,  more  terrible  and  disastrous.  The 
remedy  for  the  evils  we  are  now  suffering  is  most 
palpable  to  all  reflecting  men.  The  inculcation 
and  practice  of  economy,  a return  to  the  good  old 
ways  and  habits  of  our  fathers,  a willingness  to  get 
riches  by  degrees,  by  delving  and  toiling  lor  them, 
instead  ot  constantly  struggling  to  gain  them  by  a 
single  leap,  the  adoption. of  this  simple  and  republi- 
can course  will  soon  restore  to  the  country  a health- 
ful and  permanent  prosperity  rt  ™-:n  w then  be- 
come necessary  to  revive  an  United  States  bank  in 
order  to  extinguish  the  fire,  which  itself  first  light- 
ed. 

I should  do  injustice,  gentlemen,  to  my  own 
feelings,  not  to  avail  myself  of  this  occasion,  to  ex- 
press my  admiration  ofthis  young,  most  flourishing 
and  enterprising  city,  and  of  the  beautiful  and  ex- 
tensive country  which  is  tributary  to  it.  Its  most 
eligible  and  commanding  position,  its  unprecedent- 
edlyr  rapid  growth  and  the  spirit  of  enterprise  which 
seems  to  characterize  its  citizens,  furnish  a sure 
pledge  that  its  greatness  is  no  longer  problematical. 
That  its  future  advances  may  exceed  the  hopes  of 
its  present  most  sanguine  friends,  is  the  sincere 
wish  of  your  friend  and  humble  servant, 

A.  VANDERPOEL. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  WEBSTER, 

DELIVERED  IN  THE  COURT  HOUSE  SQUARE,  AT 
ROCHESTER,  JULY  20,  1837. 

From  the  Rochester  Democrat. 

After  a brief  introductory  address  by  the  hon. 
Timothy  Childs,  Mr.  Webster  spoke  as  follows: 
Fellow  citizens:  If  I might  entertain  the 
hope  of  being  heard,  by  this  vast  assemblage,  I 
would  gladly  express  my  thanks  for  the  respect 
and  kindness  which  has  caused  you  to  come  to- 
gether upon  this  occasion,  and  for  the  flattering 
sentiments  which  have  been  expressed  by  my 
friend  Mr.  Childs,  in  your  behalf. 

Gentlemen' — I have  been  taking  a long,  pleasant 
and  agreeable  journey  through  parts  of  our  com- 
mon country,  which  it  has  not  been  my  good  for- 
tune heretofore  to  have  visited.  I return  full  of 
pleasure  and  pride  for  what  I have  seen  in  that  por- 
tion of  our  common  country  which  we  denominate 
the  “far  west.”  And  although  I must  hasten  home 
to  prepare  for  my  public  duties,  which  must  so 
soon  commence,  yet  the  request  of  my  friends  in 
Rochester,  made  so  early  and  so  kindly,  has  pre- 
vailed on  me  to  have  the  pleasure  of  passing  this 
day  in  your  midst,  and  in  this  thriving  city,  which 
I visited  twelve  years  ago,  and  which  has  since 
sprung  up  into  such  beauty  as  to  leave  no  indica- 
tion by  which  I might  know  that  this  was  the  town 


I then  visited.  But,  not  to  waste  words,  let  me 
say,  ir.  the  language  which  one  plain  reDublican 
may  employ  to  another,  that  for  all  your  kindness, 
and  for  the  expressions  of  your  friendship,  I thank 
you.  * 

The  address  made  to  me  by  my  friend  Mr. 
Childs,  alludes  to  th©  political  state  of  the  country 
at  present.  This  is  the  au.abSorbing  topic  wherever 
I have  been  The  currency  t|le  country  seems 
to  occupy  the  minds  of  all.  If  ,.Ton  this  topic  I 
have  any  thoughts  which  are  worthy  vour  conside- 
ration, they  are  at  your  service.  But  I >.„ve  no 
sire  to  obtrude  my  political  sentiment  up.,,  aliv- 
man  or  any  set  of  men.  One  man’s  opinions 
entitled  to  as  much  respect  as  another’s,  and  all  are 
accountable  for  them.  God  forbid  that  I should  de- 
sire to  conceal  any  opinions  or  sentiments  of  mine. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  opinions  which  I hold,  that 
I wish  for  a moment  to  keep  back  from  my  fellow 
citizens.  I wish  to  make  no  evasions.  There  is 
nothing  hid  within  my  bosom  whbh  i am  not  wji- 
ling  should  be  laid  naked  before  God  and  man. 

Jb  enow  citizens — i havo  ©ndeavored  to  under- 
stand  the  questions  which  are  at  this  moment  agi- 
tating the  country,  and,  from  the  position  which  I 
have  occupied  for  so  many  years,  and  the  subjects 
which  I have  been  called  upon  to  discuss,  it  would 
be  strange  had  I no  opinions  of  my  own.  I have 
opinions.  But  I wish  not  to  dictate  their  accept- 
ance, but  merely  to  express  them.  And  express 
them  I will,  let  the  consequences  be  what  they 
may.  # 

Then,  fellow  citizens,  what  is  the  great  difficulty 
at  present  existing  in  the  country?  We  are  not 
threatened  with  bad  crops.  There  are  no  unem- 
ployed manufactories.  There  is  neither  war,  nor 
famine,  nor  pestilence.  What,  then,  is  the  difficul- 
ty? It  is  what  we  may  call  a social  evil,  resulting 
from  the  exercise  of  the  powers  of  the  social  go- 
vernment.  What  is  that  evil?  There  may  have 
been  some  over-trading  and  over-producing;  but 
all  such  ideas  are  indefinite.  No  man  can  say 
what  he  means  by  over-trading;  and  before  there  is 
just  ground  for  making  this  charge,  he  must  prove 
that  there  has  been  more  produce  in  market  than 
could  command  a price.  What  evidence  have  we 
that  there  has  been  over-producing?  In  all  my 
journey,  I have  heard  of  no  wheat  or  corn  which 
could  not  command  a high  price.  Before  the  un- 
fortunate suspension  of  specie  payments,  merchan- 
dise sold  well  and  stocks  sold  well.  But  over- 
trading and  over-producing  may  exist,  but  to  me 
the  terms  are  too  indefinite  for  cornprehonoi-au. 


But  there  is  a cause  for  our  present  difficulties. 

rn.ui  io  T„  onswri nsr  thU  T-tlo.,,  I do  not 

wish  to,  and  shall  not  trifle  with  the  subject.  I 
know  there  are  men  here  who  differ  from  me  in 
sentiment.  I respect  their  opinions,  and  will  cast 
no  reproaches  or  imputations  against  them.  1 re- 
proach no  man.  I attribute  no  oblique  motives  to 
any  man;  but  I speak  to  you  as  the  arbiters  of  po- 
litical sentiments.  I say  to  you  what  I would  say 
to  generations  coming  after  me;  and  I will  express 
such  sentiments  as  I would  wish  to,  and  am  willing 
should  go  down  to  posterity,  if  any  thing  of  me 
does  go  down  to  posterity. 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  I am  speaking  the 
sentiments  of  a partisan — that  I am  saying  to-day 
what  I shall  take  back  to-morrow.  For,  if,  after 
my  country’s  good,  there  is  one  thing  that  1 have 
sought  more  than  another,  since  the  commencement 
of  mv  public  life,  it  has  been  a character  for  con- 
sistent patriotism — for  an  attachment  to  the  whole 
country;  and,  to  mar  the  happiness  of  what  little  of 
life  remains  to  me,  I will  not  sacrifice  what  of  such 
character  I have  acquired. 

Now,  then,  fellow  citizens,  the  difficult};-,  in  the 
opinion  of  us  all,  under  which  the  country  is  new 
suffering,  is  the  derangement  of  its,  currency.  We 
have  no  legal  money.  We  are  a commercial  peo- 
ple— full  of  enterprize  and  zeal.  But  what  will 
these  avail,  or  how  can  they  be  successfully  exert- 
ed, without  a lawful  standard  of  money.  So  com- 
pletely deranged  is  the  currency,  that  no  man  can 
now  pay  a lawful  debt  lawfully.  Every  man 
knows  this,  and  every  man  feels  it.  No  matter 
iiow  many  splendid  houses  you  may  own,  or  how 
many  working  mills  or  rich  fields.  With  all  these 
you  are  poor,  so  far  as  the  legal  transaction  of  busi- 
ness is  concerned.  The  question  is,  can  any  of 
you  pay  a lawful  debt  lawfully?  When  that  cannot 
be  done,  it  is  in  vain  to  say  that  a people  is  pros- 
perous, happy  or  wealthy,  or  that  they  are  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  rights  and  blessings  which  go- 
vernment ought  to  confer  upon  them.  It  is  expect- 
ed that  every  government  Will  take  care  of  the  cur- 
rency— regulate  the  exchanges,  and  keep  healthv 
all  the  avenues  of  trade.  This  is  a doctrine  which 
has  existed  in  all  ages.  Government  has  always 
had  the  guard  and  supervision  of  the  currency. — 
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A well  regulated  currency  never  has  and  never  can 
exist  without  the  exercise  of  such  supervision;  and 
? well  regulated  government  cannot  exist  without 
such  a currency. 

We  live  in  a complex  state  of  government.  v\  e 
have  a government  which  extends  over  all  the 
states,  and  vve  have  state  governments.  Now,  with 
which  of  them  does  the  power  to  regulate  the  cur- 
rency reside?  With  the  general  government,  or 
with  the  twenty-six  separate  state  governments’— 
This  is  the  great  question  now  belore  the  people. 
This  is  the  great  question  wnich  the  people  must 
decide.  Upon  it  there  are  two  sets  of  opinions  at 
present  existing  in  the  country. 

According  to  one,  the  whole  subject  ought  to  be 
left  to  the  states  and  to  the  state  banks.  That  was 
general  Jackson’s  opinion.  When  he  negatived 
the  bill  for  continuing  the  late  bank,  in  1832,  he 
did  it  upon  the  ground  that  he  wanted  no  such  in- 
stitution, as  a fiscal  agent,  to  assist  in  the  opera- 
iimu  nf  the  treasury;  and  that  as  to  the  general 
currency  of  the  country,  the  state  uanks  would  ur- 
tainly  furnish  as  good  a one  as  we  then  had,  and 
probably  a better.  These  sentimonta  ms  ot;u  on 
tertained,  it  is  supposed,  by  the  administration 
which  has  succeeded  general  Jackson.  Upon  this 
ground,  the  late  administration  surrendered  all  the 
control  which  the  general  government  had  over  the 
currency  of  the  country,  to  the  state  banks,  in  a 
quit  claim  assignment  to  them  and  their  assigns 
forever,  saying  that  they  could  furnish  as  good  a 
currency  as  was  then  enjoyed,  and  perhaps  a better. 

But  there  is  another  set  of  opinions  upon  this 
subject.  There  is  a class  of  political  men  who 
hold  that  the  superintendence  of  the  currency  be- 
longs to  congress — that  it  is  the  appropriate  consti- 
tutional duty  of  the  general  government  to  regulate 
the  currency — that  the  state  governments  cannot 
satisfactorily  perform  this  duty — that  it  is  an  indis- 
pensable part  of  the  commercial  regulation  of  the 
country,  which  is  an  express  power  of  congress 
charged  upon  that  body  by  the  constitution,  by 
precept  upon  precept,  and  line  upon  line — and  that 
congress,  by  a national  bank,  or  some  other  means, 
was  bound  to  take  proper  care  of  the  currency,  to 
maintain  a sound,  uniform  measure,  of  value  and 
medium  of  exchange.  This  was  his  opinion,  al- 
ways entertained  and  often  expressed  by  him.  He 
had  urged  it  with  all  the  power  he  could  command, 
upon  congress  and  upon  the  country  in  1832,  and 
upon  divers  subsequent  occasions.  This  opinion, 
certainly,  w'as  strengthened  and  confirmed  by  re- 
cent events.  We  have  been  sadly  taught  that  there 
must  be  a general  regulator  of  the  currency,  which 

can  “i >•  o a.  n rr i form  roto  of  totwoon  Nova 

Scotia  and  the  extreme  south.  It  is  tor  this  pur- 
pose, among  others,  that  the  constitution  has  made 
us  one  people;  and  whoever  undertakes  to  maintain 
that  we  can  throw  this  power  back  upon  the  states, 
strikes  out  one  great  link  in  our  chain  of  union. — 
That  is  my  opinion. 

We  all  know,  fellow  citizens,  the  motives  which 
induced  the  organization  of  this  government.  We 
know  that  there  was  none  which  operated  stronger 
upon  the  mhids  of  the  statesmen  and  patriots  of 
that  day,  than  the  desire  to  regulate  the  commerce 
between  the  different  states.  This  power  they  gave 
to  congress.  It  can  regulate  commerce  between  the 
states.  But  how  cau  it  do  this  unless  it  has  the 
power  to  regulate  the  great  agent  and  instrument  of 
commeree — money?  None  say  that  the  different 
states  have  power  to  declare  war,  form  treaties  or 
despatch  ambassadors.  Yet  it  would  be  just  as  rea- 1 
sonable  to  say  that  they  have  such  power,  as  that 
they  have  either  the  power  orability  to  regulate  the 
great  instrument  of  commerce — money.  They  can- 
not do  it — there  is  no  authority  to  confer  such  pow- 
er upon  them.  That  belongs  to  the  general  go- 
vernment. It  is  the  duty  of  congress  to  make 
that  which  regulates  the  value  of  property  in  New 
York,  regulate  its  value  in  Massachusetts  or  Mis- 
sissippi. "What  created  such  confusion  in  the  old 
confederacy?  Was  it  not  the  inability  of  the  go- 
vernment to  regulate  the  currency?  The  currency 
of  that  day  was  necessarily  and  unavoidably  totally 
deranged.  Why,  if  a man  started  upon  a journey 
on  a slow  horse,  he  couldn’t  breakfast  and  dine  on 
the  same  money.  It  was  to  get  out  of  this  difficul- 
ty that  the  constitution  gave  the  power  to  congress 
to  regulate  commerce  between  the  states.  This  was 
the  object  of  it. 

Now  this  is  the  question  to  which  we  have  come 
at  last.  Is  the  power  to  reguhite  tile  currency 
with  congress,  and  shall  it  be  exercised  by  con- 
gress? or  is  it  with  the  states,  and  the  fifteen  hun- 
dred state  banks,  and  shall  it  be  exercised  by 
them?  This  is  the  question,  and  the  time  has 
come  when  it  must  be  settled  one  way  or  the  other. 

The  administration  in  IS32  decided  in  favor  of 
the  latter,  and  abandoned  the  whole  subject  of  the 
currency  to  its  fate.  They  openly  and  avowedly 


relinquished  it  to  the  states  and  to  the  state  banks. 
In  pursuing  this  policy  I do  not  impugn  their  mo- 
tives; but  that  they  erred  is  my  opinion.  I so  told 
them  at  the  time;  and  from  that  day  to  this  I have 
been  denounced  as  a bank  agent  and  an  aristocrat, 
who  had  no  regard  for  the  interests  of  the  common 
people.  But  I should  have  been  unworthjr  of  the 
kind  regards  you  have  shown  me,  fellow  citizens, 
had  I not  held  these  denunciations  in  silent  con- 
tempt. 

In  the  course  which  I have  pursued,  I have  act- 
ed in  the  light  of  the  constitution.  I never  wish 
to  consider  myself  wiser  than  that  sacred  instru- 
ment. I never  wish  to  put  the  business  and  pros- 
perity of  the  country  at  hazard,  or  to  jeopard  the 
daily  bread  of  tile  poor  laborer,  by  my  presumptuous 
arrogance  in  trying  experiments. 

Men  in  public  life  have  discussed  this  question, 
and  made  up  their  minds.  Their  opinions  are 
formed.  But  it  is  a question  which  none  but  the 
whole  people  can  decide,  and  he  desired  nothing 
more  than  that  after  a calm  examination  and  the 
benefits  of  the  light  of  experience,  they  should  de- 
cioio  it  |n  f^vr.1-  of  tho  opinion  which  he  entertain- 
ed, ^e  had  the  authority  of  forty  of  the  forty-eight 
years  which  the  government  had  existed.  His  opi- 
nion was,  that  congress  had  the  power  to  regulate 
the  currency  of  the  country.  This  was  the  opinion 
of  Washington.  In  the  second  and  third  years  of 
his  administration,  he  and  his  associates  undertook 
to  make  the  currency  of  the  country  uniform. 

To  forward  this  undertaking  a United  States  bank 
was  discussed;  and  although  there  was  a contrarie- 
ty of  opinions,  yet  a bank  was  established  in  ’91. 
It  had  a perfect  effect.  The  currency  was  regulat- 
ed and  commerce  flourished.  This  bank  lasted 
twenty  years.  During  these  twenty  years,  state 
banks  grew  up,  and  there  were  men  then  as  now, 
who  maintained  that  state  banks  were  sufficient  to 
regulate  the  currency  of  the  country.  There  were, 
at  the  time  when  ttie  first  bank  charter  expired, 
eighty-eight  state  banks.  The  arguments  of  those 
in  favor  of  testing  the  power  of  state  banks  pre- 
vailed, and  the  United  States  bank  was  not  rechar- 
tered. What  was  the  result? 

In  1814,  all  the  banks  in  the  country  suspended 
specie  payments,  except  a few  in  New  England, 
who  paid  specie  for  all  the  bills  they  issued  and  is- 
sued no  bills.  I took  a seat  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives in  1813.  The  war  terminated  in  1815. 
But  the  banks  did  not  resume  specie  payments. — 
My  experience  has  taught  me,  and  so  has  your  ex- 
perience taught  you,  fellow  citizens,  that  banks 
may  be  very  unanimous  in  agreeing  to  suspend  spe- 
eio.paytnor,te;  but  it  is  a difficult  matter  to  say  that 
they  alwayu  evinrp  the  same  unanimity  about  vvlien 
they  shall  resume.  In  this  instance  they  d id  not 
resume  in  two  years  after  the  close  of  the  war. — 
Nor  would  they  have  resumed  then,  but  for  the 
agency  of  the  general  government.  What  did  they 
do?  Why,  they  chartered  the  late  national  bank, 
and  adopted  other  measures  which  it  was  my  good 
fortune  to  introduce.  They  resumed  specie  pay- 
ments in  February,  1817. 

While  the  bank  existed,  the  state  banks  continued 
specie  payments.  Seeing  the  good  effect  which  it 
had  in  restoring  and  regulating  the  currency  of  the 
country,  congress,  in  183.2,  when  its  charter  was 
about  to  expire,  voted  that  it  should  be  continued, 
and  passed  a bill  for  that  purpose.  But  gen.  Jack- 
son  vetoed  the  bill.  In  doing  this,  he  departed  di- 
rectly from  the  policy  which  had  prevailed  in  the 
government  for  forty  of  the  forty-eight  years  of  its 
•xistence.  The  general  himself  called  it  an  “ expe- 
riment.— an  experiment  to  try  state  banks — an  ex- 
periment to  carry  on  the  government  in  a new  man- 
ner and  without  the  agencies  which  it  had  before 
employed.  I do  not  censure  him  for  this.  He  said 
he  could  get  along  without  a national  bank.  He  no 
doubt  thought  so.  He  was,  however,  mistaken. — 
He  could  not  do  it;  and  that’s  the  whole  of  it. 

In  two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  United 
States  bank,  we  find  that  the  state  banks  have  shut 
up  shop.  They  tell  their  creditors  that  they  will 
pay  to-morrow — pay  when  they  can — can’t  pay  at 
all  ;=  a „c  jo  sej  Up  a sej  0f  political 

metaphysics  as  our  rule  of  conduct,  msieau  m liv- 
ing up  to  the  constitution,  and  to  that  line  of  con- 
duct which  for  forty  years  has  proved  to  be  profita- 
ble to  the  country? 

Let  us  now,  fellow  citizens,  look  at  the  professed 
objects  of  this  “experiment” — at  the  reasons  which 
induced  a radical  departure  from  Washington 
and  his  compatriots,  and  Madison  and  his  compa- 
triots. Two  objects  were  to  be  accomplished  by  it. 
It  was 

1st,  To  diminish  the  circulation  of  bank  paper. 

2d,  To  increase  the  circulation  of  specie. 

Now,  how  have  these  been  accomplished?  Wtiat 
has  been  the  result?  I have,  from  ’32,  seen  the  re- 
sult. Although  not  a prophet,  I have  foretold  it. — 


I knew,  as  well  as  man  could  know,  what  is  to  take 
place  in  the  future,  that  what  has  happened  would 
happen.  It  is  notorious  that  since  the  moment 
when  general  Jackson  first  manifested  a disposition 
to  put  an  end  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  tiie 
banking  capital  of  the  country  has  increased  more 
than  threefold.  The  determination  to  destroy  tho 
national  institution  was  the  signal  at  which  thou- 
sands of  individuals  went  forward  to  establish  new 
banks,  and  to  pour  new  issues  of  paper  into  circu- 
lation. They  moved,  too,  with  confidence,  for  they 
knew  very  well  that  when  general  Jackson  put  his 
foot  down  against  any  thing,  he  was  in  no  hurry  to 
take  it  up  again. 

The  other  object  was  to  increase  the  circulation 
of  specie — to  put  more  money  in  our  pockets — to 
enable  the  gold  to  peep  through  “interstices  of  our 
long  silken  purses,”  and  to  “flow  up  the  Missis- 
sippi.” But  has  this  object  been  attained?  Has 
not  the  result  of  the  “ experiment ” already  been,  that 
there  is  no  specie  in  the  country  at  all.  Why,  when 
we  meet  an  eagle,  we  meet  him  as  a stranger,  or  as 
a long  absent  friend,  and  ask  him  how  he  has  been? 

Then  the  result  of  the  “ experiment ” has  been — 
a three  fold  increase  of  bank  paper,  and  not  a dol- 
lar of  specie  to  be  bad! 

For  his  part,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  regarded  this  whole 
“experiment”  as  a rash  and  presumptuous  innova- 
tion; as  an  instance  of  self-respect,  self-confidence, 
and  self-sufficiency,  as  extraordinary  in  its  original 
character  as  it  was  calamitous  in  its  results.  He 
did  not  understand  how  any  public  man  could  jus- 
tify himself  in  carrying  on  such  “experiments” 
upon  the  happinessj  the  prosperity,  the  business 
and  the  means  of  Jiving  of  twelve  millions  of  people. 

As  to  the  two  proposed  objects,  his  own  opinion 
was  not  that  the  state  banks  are  to  be  crushed,  or 
unnecessarily  or  injuriously  cramped  in  their  opera- 
tions. Far  from  it.  But  still  it  was  the  duty  of 
government,  by  some  institution,  or  some  measures 
of  its  own,  to  endeavor  to  keep  their  issues  within 
reasonable  bounds,  and  to  save  the  country  from  a 
flood  of  irredeemable  paper. 

As  to  coming  to  an  exclusive  metallic  circulation, 
he  had  always  regarded  it  as  a chimera,  impossible 
and  perfect  folly.  He  was  astonished  that  any  sen- 
sible man  should  indulge,  either  the  hope  or  the  de- 
sire for  such  a state  of  things.  There  is  but  so 
much  specie  in  the  world,  and  we  can  only  have 
our  proportion  of  it. 

It  was  boasted  that  we  had  80  millions  of  specie 
in  the  country.  Suppose  it  were  a hundred;  and 
suppose  we  could  retain  that  amount,  and  use  it  as 
a currency?  It  would  be  totally  insufficient  to  car- 
ry on  the  business  of  the  country,  independent  of 
me  use  uf  m.-j-  paper,  without  such  a reduction  of 
prices  as  no  society  or  community  would  submit  to. 
If  we  were  to  establish  OI,  exclusive  metallic  cur- 
rency, I doubt  whether  the  wheat  of  the  county  of 
Monroe  would  be  worth  more  than  twenty-five  or 
thirty  cents  a bushel.  It  is  no  answer  to  this  to 
say,  that  other  things  would  fall  in  price  in  the 
same  ratio.  If  we  were  now  beginning  anew — if 
we  were  now  just  setting  up  a community,  such  an 
idea  would  have  weight  in  it.  But  we  have  a com- 
munity formed,  with  all  the  numerous  relations  of 
debtor  and  creditor.  Men  have  entered  into  con- 
tracts to  pay  dollars,  not  bushels  oi  wheat;  and 
having  made  these  contracts  when  wheat  was  a 
dollar  a bushels,  what  right  has  the  government, 
by  an  experimental  alteration  of  its  money  system, 
arbitrarily,  and  without  regard  to  production,  to 
consumption,  or  to  supply,  to  reduce  the  price  to 
twenty-five  cents?  According  to  the  average  price 
of  produce,  the  farmer  pays  his  debt  of  a dollar 
with  one  bushel  of  wheat.  But  if  this  new  system 
should  be  established,  he  would  be  obliged  to  give 
five  bushels  of  wheat  to  pay  the  same  amount  of  a 
debt.' 

Such  a contraction  of  the  currency  would  cause 
a revolution.  No  nation  on  earth  could  stand  it. 
Turkey  herself  would  revolt.  The  notion,  there- 
fore, of  an  exclusive  metallic  currency,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things,  was  ridiculous.  It  was  mere 
solemn  triflling  with  matters  of  high  public  interest. 
Jt  was  Dolitir"1  <j..«oko-y  in  one  of  its  worst  forms, 
its  adoption  would  ruin  commerce,  and  prostrate 
the  manly  vigor  of  the  cum,t.7. 

But  suppose  an  exclusive  specie  circulation  to  be 
practicable,  it  would  be  every  way  objectionable. 
It  exists  but  in  the  despotisms  of  the  east.  If  in- 
troduced here,  it  would  throw  all  commercial  pow- 
er into  the  hands  of  the  sleepy  aristocrat.  It  would 
cut  up  by  the  roots,  all  the  hopes  of  those,  in  eve- 
ry part  of  the  country,  who,  though  without  capital 
in  money,  are  yet  young,  enterprising,  industrious 
and  stirring,  to  gain  respectable  livelihoods. 

' We  may  say,  as  often  as  we  please,  that  “those 
who  trade  on  borrowed  capital  ought  to  break;” 
but  it  is  an  absurd  sentiment  from  whosoever  mouth 
it  falls,  and  is  not  at  alt  consistent  with  our  Ameri- 
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can  practice,  or  our  American  policy.  The  United 
States  have  acted,  and  acted  most  advantageously,  ' 
on  a system  ot  regulated  credit.  The  government 
itself  began  on  credits.  Its  first  breath— the  earli- 
est inflation  of  its  infant  lungs — was  credit.  By 
credit  it  funded  the  debt  of  the  revolution,  and  so 
provided  for  its  payment.  On  credit  it  opened  the 
custom  house,  and  wooed  the  spirit  of  commercial 
enterprise.  On  credit  it  made  the  earliest  disposi- 
tion of  its  public  lands;  and  this  credit  it  has  sought 
to  maintain,  by  just  laws,  by  sound  principles,  by 
the  inviolability  of  contract,  and  by  sustaining  a 
sound,  uniform  national  currency.  The  discounts 
of  the  banks  have  enlarged  this  credit,  and,  while 
kept  within  proper  bounds,  their  operation  is  use- 
ful, especially  in  these  parts  of  the  country  which 
are  new,  and  ino3t  deficient  in  accumulated  capi- 
tal. 

Credit — reasonable  and  just  credit — lias  cleared 
these  forests — opened  these  roads — constructed  this 
canal — built  these  mills — erected  these  palaces — 
and  gave  being  to  this  important  city,  hardly  reduc- 
ed from  the  wilderness  thirty  years  ago.  He  who 
decries  the  use  of  credit  reviles  the  history  of  the 
whole  country.  He  is  a man  who  says,  in  effect, 
that  these  great  improvements  ought  not  to  have 
been  undertaken;  and  that  canals  and  rail  roads, 
flourmills  and  cities,  are  not  blessings  but  afflictions. 
Depend  upon  it,  if  we  were  to  come  to  an  exclusive 
gold  and  silver  currency,  we  should  throw  all  these 
things  into  the  hands  of  lazy  aristocratic  accumu- 
lated capital.  Most  rich  capitalists  are  drones.— 
They  are  iiGt  working  bees.  They  live  upon  the 
accumulated  honey  of  the  industrious;  but  to  a ten- 
fold greater  extent  would  they  do  so  if  the  system 
of  credit  was  abolished.  Enterprise  and  industry, 
with  no  assistance  but  honesty,  good  habits  and  a 
spirit  of  improvement  would  be  crushed  by  the  same 
blow  that  would  demolish  credit.  You  all  act 
upon  credit.  Is’nt  it  so?  We  can,  therefore, 
never  return  to  an  exclusive  metallic  currency. — - 
But  it  we  could,  I would  stand  here  till  midnight 
to  prove  to  you  that  it  would  be  entirely  impracti- 
cable. 

But  while  no  respect  could  be  entertained  for 
those  opinions  which  demand  a gold  and  silver 
currency  exclusively,  it  was  yet  to  be  remembered, 
that  irredeemable  bank  paper  was  as  bad,  if  not 
worse.  I hardly  know  which  is  the  worst,  the  hum- 
bug of  the  one  or  the  fraud  of  the  other.  It  would 
be  pitiable  if  we  were  obliged  to  countenance  either. 
The  present  state  of  things  is  unconstitutional,  il- 
legal and  not  to  be  tolerated.  Every  man  is  bound 
to  seek  to  change  it.  The  paper  of  all  the  banks — 
the  very  best  of  them — is  depreciated.  It  will  de- 
preciate more  and  more.  Irredeemable  paper  never 
was,  and  never  will  be  kept  at  par.  Nothing  can 
justify  the  present  state  of  things-  AH  that  can 
excuse  it  is  necessity.  Both  government  and  peo- 
ple are  in  the  same  condition,  as  neither  have  the 
means  of  paying  their  lawful  debts  in  a lawful 
manner. 

In  the  language  of  the  law,  gold  and  silver  are 
the  only  money.  For  the  purposes  of  commerce, 
paper,  when  regulated  and  under  the  supervision 
of  the  government,  is  found  to  be  perfectly  safe. 
Is  it  possible  to  have  a better  currency  than  exist- 
ed in  this  country  five  years  since?  Could  the  ex- 
changes be  more  uniform?  Were  not  the  facilities 
of  commerce  as  perfect  as  they  could  be?  He  did 
not  wish  to  charge  the  local  banking  institutions 
wilh  rashness,  or  to  say  that  they  were  not  con- 
ducted by  prudent  men;  but  all  experience  shows 
that  they  require  a regulator.  He  was  sure  that  it 
was  the  decision  of  every  man  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  wants  of  the  country,  and  would  throw 
aside  non-committalism,  that  a national  bank  was 
necessary.  He  did  not  say  that  a bank  was  in- 
dispensable; but  insisted  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  general  government,  by  some  measures,  to  ex- 
ercise her  corrective  power  over  the  currency  of 
the  country. 

Fellow  citizens — I will  only  further  say,  that 
there  are  exigencies  in  the  history  of  popular  go- 
vernments, when  the  supreme  power  must  speak 
out — when  the  masters  must  direct  and  the  servants 
obey.  The  public  men  have  all  expreaaca  n.„i_ 
nnihtonc,  ar.d  an.  HnrirM — they  have  taken  sides. 
The  question,  then,  whether  the  states  or  general 
government  have  the  power  of  maintaining  a uni- 
form standard  ol  value,  must  be  decided  by  the 
leople  themselves.  If  they  decide  that  the  states 
lave  that  power,  I will  bow  to  the  decision.  But 
it  is  my  conviction  that  such  a decision  would  de- 
stroy the  strongest  bonds  which  holds  the  union 
together.  But  if  they  decide  that  the  general  go- 
vernment alone  has  the  power  to  regulate  the  cur- 
rency, God  be  thanked!  they  have  the  power  to  carry 
out  their. decision. 

I shall  very  soon  be  called  upon  take  my  seat  in 
the  senate  of  the  United  States.  I shall  go  there 


to  hear  what  the  administration  have  to  say.  If 
they  come  forward  and  recommend  any  thing  which 
is  not  opposed  to  the  constitution,  and  if  such  is 
calculated  to  benefit  the  country,  1 shall  be  forward 
in  yielding  it  my  support.  I will  cavil  with  no 
man,  nor  will  I cany  with  me  party  feelings.  I 
will  act  conscientiously,  as  I expect  to  answer  for 
my  conduct  here  and  hereafter.  If  they  say  with 
Thos.  Jefferson  (hat  they  have  been  in  error — and 
recommend  such  a bank  as  received  the  sanction  of 
Washington— with  all  my  heart.  If  they  recom- 
mend such  a bank  as  received  the  sanction  of  Ma- 
dison—with  all  my  heart.  But  if  they  bring  for- 
ward new  “experiments”  to  patch  up  the  old  one, 
then  will  I say — I will  have  nothing  to  do  with 
them  to  the  going  down  of  the  sun. 

It  appears  to  me,  fellow-citizens,  that  we  have 
reached  a new  era.  The  eyes  of  the  whole  people 
seem  to  be  opened,  and  they  begin  to  look  for  them- 
selves. We  are  not  so  much  under  the  influence 
of  names  as  we  have  been;  nor  does  individual  au- 
thority go  for  as  much  as  it  has  done.  I look  to 
the  past  for  experience.  I wish  to  see  the  country 
go  ahead,  and  to  see  the  old  boggling  “experiment” 

concern  olocod  up. 

Gentlemen:  AYhile  I say,  that  no  immediate»re- 
lief  is  to  be  expected,  I am  no  preacher  of  panics. 

I desire  to  inspire  no  distrust  or  despondency.  The 
country  cannot  be  easily  ruined.  It  is  young — 
great — strong — and  full  of  activity.  But  my  faith 
is  in  the  people.  I look  for  the  law  pronounced 
by  the  voice  of  the  lawful  sovereign;  and  when 
pronounced,  1 shall  respect  it,  and  abide  by  it. 
The  great  and  interesting  question  is  before  the 
people.  Their  interest  is  the  great  stake,  and  I 
doubt  not  they  will  decide  it  wisely.  Let  it  not  be 
said  that  we  cannot  obtain  from  our  constitution 
all  the  good  designed  by  it.  Let  us  at  least  try  it 
fairly  and  honestly.  If  the  people  can  be  roused — 
if  they  will  take  their  own  affairs  into  their  own 
hands — I have  no  fears  of  the  future.  The  country 
will  resuscitate  itself.  These  fields  will  not  become 
barren — these  streams,  so  favorable  to  industry, 
will  not  cease  to  flow,  this  benignant  sun  will  not 
forbear  to  shine.  The  blessings  of  position — of 
climate — of  soil — and,  above  all,  of  a free  and  glo- 
rious constitution,  are  all  our  own;  and  although 
clouds  hang  over  us  to-day,  they  will  be  dispersed, 
if  we  prove  true  to  ourselves,  as  surely  as  the 
heavenly  luminary  above  us  disperses  the  mists  of 
the  morning. 

Fellow  cititizens:  I take  my  leave  of  you.  Stran- 
gers as  we  are,  we  have  got  a common  country,  and 
a common  inheritance  of  liberty.  Our  children 
must  enjoy,  together,  these  free  institutions.  or:  to- 
gether, 'lamenl' flietr  downrall.  As  a fellow  citizen 
and  a countryman — as  one  bound  to  you  by  com- 
mon ties,  and  wedded,  with  you,  to  a common  for- 
tune, I take  an  affectionate  leave  of  you,  and  join 
my  ardent  wishes,  with  yours,  for  the  prosperity 
and  happiness,  through  all  ages,  of  the  good  land 
\vhich  we  possess.  May  free  born  spirits  ever  be 
ready  to  defend  and  protect  it,  and  may  a gracious 
Providence  continue  to  visit  it  with  His  distingush- 
ed  blessings! 


ILLINOIS. 

Having  published  gov.  Duncan’s  message  to  the 
legislature,  it  is  but  common  justice  to  insert  the 
following: 

From  the  Vandalia  (111.)  State  Gazette. 

OPINIONS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

On  Friday,  July  21,  the  house  of  representatives 
took  up  the  foilowing  resolutions,  offered  by  Mr. 
Ewing  some  days  previous. 

mr.  ewing’s  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  among  the  prominent  causes  which 
have  produced  the  present  deranged  condition  of  the 
monetary  system  of  the  country,  the  chief  and  most 
prominent  one  producing  that  eiFect,  has  been  the 
great  and  unnecessary  multiplication  of  banks  in 
the  several  states,  and  the  abuse  of  their  corporate 
powers;  whose  creation  has  added  nothing  to  the  ac- 
tual capital  of  the  country,  but  has,  on  the  contrary, 
deluged  it  with  a redundant  circulation  of  bank  notes 
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ti rely  worthless  and  valueless  character,  by  which 
the  producing  classes  of  society  have  suffered  great 
and  ruinous  losses. 

Resolved,  That  the  wild  and  ruinous  speculations 
and  extravagancies  into  which  most  of  the  promi- 
nent classes  and  wealthy  portions  of  the  community 
have  plunged,  with  a recklessness  alike  character- 
ized by  the  desperation  of  its  spirit,  the  heedlessness 
of  its  object,  as  by  the  force  of  its  example,  had  the 
most  unhappy  tendency  in  unsettling  the  prudent, 
economical  and  industrious  habits  of  trie  producing 
classes  of  the,  community,  and  produced  a vitiated 
and  depraved  desire  to  accumulate  wealth  without 
labor;  and  that  these  causes  have  also  acted  as  a 


great  auxiliary  in  hastening  the  derangements  and 
embarrassments  under  which -we  now  labor. 

Resolved,  Tnat  all  fictitious  currencies  not  based 
upon  metallic  substances  of  the  precious  metals  are 
alike  invariably  subject  to  endless  fluctuations,  are 
ruinous  in  their  tendencies,  and  afford  one  portion 
of  the  community  an  undue  and  unjust  advantags 
over  the  less  informed  and  laboring  classes,  and 
ailord  the  means  of  the  more  cunning  acquiring 
wealth  at  the  expense  of  the  more  industrious,  who 
desire  to  live  rather  by  their  labor  and  sweat  of 
their  brow  than  by  their  wits. 

Resolved,  That  in  orclerto  redeem  ourselves  from 
the  present  unhappy  atid  embarrassed  condition 
into  which  we  have  been  forced  by  the  causes  enu- 
merated, it  is  indispensably  necessary  that  all  clas- 
ses of  the  community  should  promptly,  and  without 
hesitation,  return  to  and  resume  their  former  habits 
of  prudence,  economy  and  industry;  and  that  every 
memoer  of  the  community  should  recognise  and  act 
upon  the  principle,  that  every  man  in  the  commu- 
nity i3  bound,  by  every  social  and  moral  obligation 

in  tli c uplicic  in  wuicu  ne  moves,  iu  cuiitnuuie 
some  valuable  acquisition  to  the  common  stock  of 
the  rrcal til  and  produetluo  industry  of  the  nation; 
and  that  until  this  course  is  pursued,  it  will  be  in 
vain  to  hope  for  an  escape  from  our  present  calami- 
ties. 

Resolved,  That  all  legislation,  or  attempts  by  le- 
gislative enactments  to  interfere  with  the  currency 
ot  the  country,  under  the  pretence  of  remedying 
the  evils  of  that  currency,  are  but  so  many  unwise, 
unjust,  and  ineffectual  expedients  to  remedy  evils, 
which  have  their  origin  in  the  system  itself,  and 
which  can  never  be  corrected  or  eradicated,  and 
that  no  attempt  should  be  suffered  to  be  made  or 
enactments  adopted  to  interfere  with  the  constitu- 
tional currency  of  the  country,  much  less  to  justify 
the  refusal  to  pay  in  that  currency,  when  legally 
demanded,,  whether  of  corporations  or  individuals. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  to  amend  the  above  reso- 
lutions by  adding  others,  which  he  sent  to  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Dougherty  moved  to  amend  the  proposed  , 
amendment,  by  striking  out  that,  and  the  original 
resolutions  ofMr.  Ewing,  after  the  word  “resolved,” 
and  insert  the  following: 

“That  to  preserve  the  elective  franchise  untaint- 
ed, from  the  contemning  influence  of  over  grown 
moneyed  institutions,  and  to  aid  the  commercial 
operations  of  these  United  States,  the  establishing 
and  maintaining  of  state  banks,  with  proper  re- 
strictions, is  the  best  and  only  safe  means.’” 

Mr.  Richardson  called  for  a division  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  first  take  it  on  striking  out;  and  the 
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Mr.  Carpenter  then  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  proposed  amendment  of  Mr.  Williams,  and 
inserting  after  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Ewing,  the 
following: 

sir.  carpenter’s  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  this  house  disavows  the  truth  of 
the  charge  of  governor  Duncan,  in  his  late  message, 
that  the  present  calamity  in  the  moneyed  concerns 
of  the  country,  is  the  result  of  the  action  of  tiie  ge- 
neral government  upon  its  currency. 

Resolved,  That  governor  Duncan,  in  the  declara- 
tion of  his  message,  “that  there  never  was  a sounder 
currency,  or  a more  healthy  state  of  things  in  any 
government  in  the  world,  than  was  furnished  and 
produced  by  the  United  States,”  is  contrary  to  the 
assertion  of  the  patriot  and  statesman,  general  Jack- 
son,  who  has  never  betrayed  his  friends  or  deserted, 
his  principles,  that  “the  bank  of  the  United  States 
has  failed  in  accomplishing  the  great  object  for 
which  it  was  created — that  of  establishing  a sound 
and  uniform,  currency.” 

Resolved,  That  we  verily  believe  a sound  and 
uniform  currency  cannot,  and  never  will  be,  es- 
tablished, until  the  country  returns  to  the  constitu- 
tional currency — gold  and  silver — and  limits  the 
use  of  bank  bills  to  the  business  of  exchanges. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  deny  the  many  charges 
contained  in  governor  Duncan’s  message,  against 
the  late  and  present  administrations,  we  most  cor  - 
JUHy  approve  of  both. 

Mr.  Dougherty  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table;  which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Richardson  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  question  recurring  on  inserting  the  amend- 
ments oT  Mr.  Carpenter, 

Mr,  Webb  called  for  a division  of  the  resolutions. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  inserting  the 
1st,  2d  and  4th  resolutions,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative— yeas  43,  nays  23. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  inserting  the  3d 
resolution,  in  reference  to  gold  and  silver  currency, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  43,  nays  23. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  passage  of  Mr. 
Ewing’s  resolutions,  as  amended  by  adding  to  them 
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those  Mr.  Carpenter,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  folio  we: 

jn  i he  ajfinnative — Messrs.  Barnett,  Carpenter, 
Cloud,  Copeland,  Connolly,  Courtright,  Crain,  Da- 
vis, Di&rman,  Dollens,  Dougherty,  Edmonston, 
English,  Ewing,  Green,  of  Greene,  Hankins,' Hap- 
py, Harris,  Hinsliaw,  Huey,  Lagow.  Leary,  Logan, 
Ma  lden,  Marrs,  Moore,  of  McLean,  Morton,  Odara, 
Pace,  Paullen,  Richardson,  Scarborough,  Shields, 
Smith,  of  Madison,  Turley,  Turney,  Walker,  of 
Cook,  Wheeler,  Whitten,  Witt,  Wood,  Wyatt  and 
Mr.  Speaker — 42. 

In  the  negative — Messrs.  Aldrick.  Baker,  Ball, 
Bartlett,  Craig,  Cullom,  Dawson,  Dunbar,  Duun, 
Elkin,  Hogan,  Hunt,  Lincoln,  Lyons.  McCormick, 
Moore, of  St.  Clair,  Murphy,  of  Vermillion.  Oneille, 
Rawalt,  Stuart,  Stuntz,  Webb,  Williams,  Wilson — 
24. 

So  these  important  resolutions  were  adopted. 

DAVENPORT,  THE  AMERICAN  BLACK- 
SMITH. 

THE  FLECTRO-MACNETir  DISCOVERY. 

Thomas  Davenport,  a native  of  Vermont,  where 
he  has  resided  as  a blacksmith  at  Brandon.  Rutland 
counlv,  until  within  a few  months  past,  in  July 
1834,  alter  a year's  experiments  in  electro-magnet- 
ism, procured  for  the  first  time  ever  known,  a rotary 
motion  with  that  power,  the  machinery  of  which  is 
now  being  exhibited  gratuitously  in  this  city,  and 
exciting  the  astonishment  of  every  individual  who 
has  seen  it  in  operation. 

Of  the  origin  of  this  wonderful  discovery,  which 
threatens  to  "make  as  entire  a revolution  in  the  me- 
chanical world  as  that  of  Fulton  in  steam  naviga- 
tion, which  it  may  possibly  entirely  supersede,  the 
public  are  naturally  curious  to  learn  some  particu- 
lars. We  communicate  them  in  a more  authentic 
and  detached  shape  than  they  have  hitherto  appear- 
ed. 

In  the  first  place  it  is  necessary  to  premise,  that 
neither  the  works  of  Farraday  and  Sturgeon  of 
England,  who  have  made  much  advances  in  electri- 
cal science,  rtrr  ifiose  of  Oersted  of  Copenhagen, 
nor  Molle  of  Sweden,  nor  of  Hare  and  Henry  of 
America,  nor  of  Ampere  of  France  can  convey  any 
notion  of  the  extraordinary  developement  and  ap- 
plication of  electro- magnetic  power  discovered  by 
our  native  American  mechanic,  Davenport.  His 
name  probably  in  a few  years  will  stand  out  upon  the 
innals  of  history  as  much  more  prominent  than 
Watt,  Arkwright,  or  Fulton,  as  they  do  now  above 
the  most  ordinary'  inventors. 

Nor,  let  us  add,  can  even  the  interesting  and  well 
written  descriptions  in  Silliman’s  Journal,  and  else- 
where in  our  newspapers,  p«c=;niy  make  intelligi- 
ble the  nature  of  Mr.  Davenport’s  discovery.  In 
fact,  the  technical  language  of  science  requires  an 
entire  new  glossary  to  furnish  words  to  express  (he 
thoughts  which  have  sprung  up  in  this  new  world, 
whose  door  has  been  burst  open  by  the  genius  of 
one  of  our  citizens. 

Up  to  the  age  of  thirty,  Mr.  D.  steadily  followed 
his  profession  of  blacksmith.  In  the  summer  of 
1833,  he  happened  to  go,  as  was  his  custom,  from 
Brandon  to  a forge  at  Crown  Paint  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain, where  he  was  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  his 
iron.  He  there  saw  a revolving  cylinder  with  mag- 
netized points,  for  the  purpose  of  separating  the 
particles  of  iron  from  the  pulverized  ore.  “How  is 
this  magnetized?”  said  Mr.  D.  to  the  owner.  “By 
professor  Henry’s  horse  shoe  magnet,  which  you 
see  there,”  was  the  reply.  It  was  one  of  a very 
small  description,  weighing  about  three  pounds,  and 
had  been  purchased  of  prolessor  Henry  himself  at 
Albany.  On  an  exhibition  of  its  powers,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  galvanic  battery,  [Hare’s],  Mr.  D. 
was  so  struck  with  this,  to  him,  entirely  novel 
agent,  that  he  immediately  demanded  the  price  of 
the  whole  apparatus,  and  purchased  the  same,  go- 
ing home  absorbed  with  the  useful  purposes  to 
which  he  immediately  conjectured  it  might  be  ap- 
plied, and  too  much  engrossed  with  this  dominant 
thought  to  remember  the  load  of  iron  lie  had  come 
in  pursuit  of.  It  is  proper  to  say,  that  previous  to 
this  Mr.  D.  had  become  acquainted  with  the  nature 
of  the  permanent  magnet,  in  his  excursions  with  that 
and  the  compass  among  the  iron  regions  of  his  native 
state.  On  his  return,  he  explained  to  a friend  his 
conviction  that  the  magnet  could  be  made  to  pro- 
cure a rotary  motion.  This  friend  engaged  with 
him  in  a series  of  experiments,  which  proved  abor- 
tive, and  Mr.  D.  wa3  shortly  after  abandoned  as  a 
visionary.  The  same  results  precisely  then  soon 
followed,  with  two  other  persons.  He  was  then 
finally  and  fortunately  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources, and  himself  was  the  sole  discoverer  of  this 
great  invention,  and  the  architect  of  his  own  repu- 
tation. 

AVhile  proseentinghis  researches  he  read  nothing, 
but  went  onward  boldly,  under  the  strong  impulses 


of  his  own  native  genius,  till  he  struck  out  the  light 
which,  as  we  believe,  will  eternalize  his  name  and 
that  of  his  country. 

In  ailusion  to  his  want  of  all  preliminary  educa- 
tion and  book  knowledge,  we  are  convinced  with 
him,  that  had  his  thoughts  been  entangled  and  en- 
trammelled  with  the  ideas  of  other  men,  his  mind 
never  would  have  been  emancipated  into  the  re- 
gions of  boundless  discovery,  where  it  has  now 
reached. 

The  discovery  took  place  In  July,  1834.  He  first 
went  to  Middlebury  college,  Vermont,  arid  exhibi- 
ted his  production,  where  it  met  general  approba- 
tion. Thence  he  came  to  Troy  and  exhibited  it  to 
professor  Easton,  to  Princeton  and  showed  it  to  pro- 
fessor Henry,  who  had  himself,  without  Mr.  Da- 
venport’s knowledge,  procured  a short  lime  before 
a vibratory  motion  up  and  down  with  his  horse  shoe 
magnet.  Mr.  Davenport  now  made  some  marked 
improvements  in  the  construction  of  Iris  machine — 
principally  in  changing  the  poles  of  the  magnets. 
He  then  came  to  exhibit  it  at  Saratoga  during  the 
summer  of  1836.  There  he  met  with  Mr.  Ransom 
Cooke,  a native  of  New  Haven  county,  Connecticut, 

■who,  talcing  a deep  into  cot  ir>  tho  majnrnitndo  of  tho 

discovery,  immediately  became  associated  with  Mr. 
Davenport  in  advancing  it  to  perfection,  and  ob- 
taining for  it  the  approbation  of  the  public. 

In  concurrence  unanimously  we  believe  with  all 
who  have  witnessed  the  operations  of  this  extraor- 
dinary and  simple  apparatus,  and  listened  to  the 
lucid  and  eloquent  explanations  of  Mr.  Cooke,  we 
confess  our  utter  amazement  at  the  prodigious 
changes  which  it  manifestly  foretells  in  the  applica- 
tion of  an  entire  nevr  and  immeasurable  agent  of 
mechanical  power;  and  at  the  ssme  time,  while  we 
see  and  admire,  acknowledge  ourselves  for  want  of 
language  to  sustain  us,  utterly  incompetent  to  im- 
part an}r  correct  conception  of  this  marvellous  in- 
vention to  our  readers.  All  we  can  say  is,  “go  and 
be  convinced.” 

Description.  If  we  were  to  attempt  to  give  our 
readers  some  faint  notion  of  this  machine,  we  would 
say  that  it  consists  of  a wheel  composed  of  two  iron 
semicircular  arcs,  cut  across,  so  as  to  interrupt  their 
formation  into  a complete  circle.  That  within  these 
are  two  iron  bars  or  shafts,  crossing  at  right  angles, 
bearing  smaller  segments  of  circles  on  their  extre- 
mities, nearly  touching,  as  they  revolve,  the  above 
outer  circle,  which  is  fixed.  The  whole  of  these 
are  horizontal  and  covered  with  silk,  and  then 
wound  round  closely  and  spirally  with  iron  wire,  the 
wire  itself  covered  with  cotton  and  varnished.  On 
the  upright  shaft  below  are  two  small  correspond- 
ing semicircular  arcs,  cut  as  above.  Now  these  are 
all  connected  by  two  flat  copper  wires,  which  lead 
to  Hare’s  galvanic  battery  of  concentric  copporand 
zinc  plates,  in  a solution  of  sulphate  of  copper. 
These  generate  the  electric  stream  like  fuel  to  a fire 
engine,  and  it  is  by  tile  two  upright  wires  that  touch 
the  circle  below,  as  their  ends  alternately  rub  in 
the  rotary  motion  against  the  inside  of  the  two  semi- 
circular arcs  into  whicli  that  fixed  circle  is  divided, 
that  the  extremities  of  the  semicircular  pieces  above 
are  alternately  made  to  change  their  positive  and 
negative  poles  by  the  ascending  current  of  galvan- 
ism— and  thus  the  principle  of  repulsion  and  attrac- 
tion made  to  act  in  concert  on  the  four  segments  of 
the  shafts  above  described — keeping  up  by  the  mag- 
netization produces  a swift  rotary  motion,  which  in 
this  machine  raises  200  pounds  one  foot  in  a minute. 
So  rapid  is  the  change  of  poles  and  the  electric  ve- 
locity of  the  stream  of  galvanism,  that  it  makes 
32,000  revolutions  around  the  wires  in  a minute.  It 
is  a sublime  but  not  wild  idea  of  Mr.  Cooke,  that  a 
ship’s  bottom  covered  with  suitable  plates  and  the 
ocean  for  its  bath,  may  drive  herself  along  with  in- 
credible velocity,  at  the  same  time  generating  abun- 
dance of  hydrogen  to  light  her  onward  upon  the 
deep.  [ New  York  Evening  Star. 


THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

From,  the  Knickerbocker  Magazine. 

“What  a mass  o(  representatives  there  arc  here! 
What  singular  samples  of  our  vast  country!  Here 
sits  a Tennessean,  and  there  a Missourian,  educat- 
ed among  buffaloes,  and  nurtured  in  the  forest — as 
intimate  with  the  passes  of  the  Rocky  mountains  as 
the  cit  is  with  Broadway — who  lives  where  hunters 
and  trappers  have  vexed  every  hill,  and  who  cares 
no  more  for  a Pawnee  than  a professed  beau  for  a 
bright-plumed  belle.  Here  is  a man  from  the  prai- 
ries, and  there  another  from  the  swamps  and  mo- 
rasses whose  blood  the  musqnitoes  have  utterly 
stolen  away.  There  is  a sallow  face  from  the  rice 
grounds,  and  here  (he  flushed  cheek  from  the  moun- 
tains, and  by  his  side  a man  from  the  pine  grounds — 
land  of  tar  and  turpentine.  What  a people  we  are! 
What  a country  is  this  of  ours!  IIow  wide  in  extent 
— how  rich  in  production — how  various  in  beauty!  I 


have  asked,  in  my  travels,  for  the  west,  in  (he1 
streets  of  the  queen  of  tho  west — a fairy  city,  which 
but  as  yesterday  was  a wilderness.  They  smiled 
at  my  inquiry,  arid  said  it  was  among  the  ‘hnosiers’ 
of  Indiana  or  the  ‘suckers’  ol  Illinois.  Then  Ijour- 
■ eyed  long.  I crossed  great  rivers  and  broad  prai- 
ries, and  again  I asked  for  the  west.  They  said  it 
was  in  Missouri.  I arrived  at  the  capital.  They  - 
complained  that  they  were  ‘too  far  down  east.  " 
‘But  go,’  they  said,  ‘if  you  would  see  the  west,  days 
and  days,  and  hundreds  anil  hundreds  of  miles  up 
the  Missouri — farfher  than  from  us  to  New  England, 
and  beyond  the  Rocky  mountains,  and  among  the 
Snake  Indians  of  the  Oregon,  and  you  inay  find  it..’ 
It  was  the  work  of  a dozen  years  to  find  the  weal:, 
and  I turned  about  in  despair.  Indeed,  I have 
found  no  bounds  to  my  country.  I have  searcheil 
for  them  for  months,  in  alDiOst  every  clime — unde  r 
the  torrid  sun  of  Louisiana,  the  land  of  the  orange 
and  the  olive,  and  beneath  the  cold  sky  of  Maine.. 
I have  seen  the  rice-planter  gathering  rich  treasures 
from  a bountiful  soil,  and  the  fisherman  anchoring 
his  little  bark  on  the  rocky  island,  dropping  his 
hook  as  carefully  as  if  the  ocean  were  full  of  pearls, 

and  not  of mackerel.  I have  seen  the  mill- 

man  sawing  wood  in  all  variety  of  forms,  on  tho 
farthest  soil  of  New  England;  and  I have  behold 
the  same  wood  floating  down  (he  Savannah,  or  the 
beautiful  Alabama,  in  the  slrangest  metamorphoses: 
it  may  be,  in  a clock,  regularly  ticking  oil' the  time, 
or  in  a paii;  perchance  in  a button;  and,  for  aught  I 
know,  in  a tasteless  ham,  or  an  unfragrant  nutmeg! 

I have  never  been  ort'  the  soil  of  my  own  country; 
and  yet  I have  seen  the  Bun  go  down,  a ball  of  fire, 
without  a moment’s  notice,  twilight  flinging  over 
rich,  alluvial  lands,  blooming  with  magnolias  and 
orange  trees — a robe  of  gold;  and  again  1 have  stood 
upon  the  bare  rocks  of  colder  climes,  and  when  the 
trees  were  pinched  by  the  early  frost,  I have  mark- 
ed the  sam*  vanishing  rays  reflected  from  the  leaves, 
as  if  a thousand  birds  of  paradise  were  resting  in  the 
branches;  and  when  the  clouds,  streaming  with  red, 
and  purple,  and  blue,  tinged  and  tipped  with  the 
pencil  of  beauty,  were  floating  afar,  like  rainbow3 
in  motion,  as  if  broken  from  tbeir  confinement — ■ 
now  mingling  and  interlacing  their  dyes,  and  glit- 
tering arches,  and  anon  sprinkled  over,  and  mellow- 
ing the  whole  heaven — then  I have  fancied  that  I 
was  indeed  in  a fairy  land,  where  the  very  forests 
danced  in  golden  robes,  responding  to  the  setting 
sun,  as  the  statue  of  fabled  Memnon  gave  forth  its 
welcoming  notes  es  the  ray  of  the  morning  played 
upon  its  summit.  I have  been  where  the  dog-star 
rages,  scattering  pestilence  in  its  train — where  the 
long  moss  hangs  from  the  trees — where  the  pale 
faces  and  sad  countenances  give  admonition  that 
this  is  a region  of  death.  I have  stood  by  the  wide 
prairie,  and  beheld  the  green  billow's  rise  Sind  fall, 
and  the  undulations,  chequered  with  sun-light  and 
shadow',  chasing  one  after  the  other,  afar  o ver  the 
wide  expanse.  And  I have  gone  amid  tho  storms 
of  winter,  over  the  high  hill,  upon  the  loud  -crack- 
ing crust,  amid  the  music  of  the  merry  sleig  h bells. 
And  here  are  the  representatives  from  all  these  re- 
gions— here  in  one  grand  council— all  speak  ing  one 
language — all  impelled  by  one  law!  Oh,  my  c ountry, 
my  country!  If  our  destiny  be  always  lij  iked  as 
one- — if  the  same  flag,  w'ith  its  glorious  si  ars  and 
stripes,  is  always  the  flag  of  our  union — n«  ver  un- 
furled or  defended  but  by  freemen — then  poetry 
and  prophecy,  stretching  to  their  utmost,  cannot 
pre-announce  that  destiny!” 


THE  EXPLORING  EXPEDITIOl ST. 

The  editor  of  the  Fredericksburg  Arens i,  in  de- 
scribing his  trip  to  the  lowmr  waters  of  the  Chesa- 
peake bay,  takes  the  following  notice  of  prominent: 
objects  which  came  under  Iris  notice  at  Norl  oik  and. 
its  vicinity: 

The  Macedonian,  the  flag  ship  of  the  squadron, 
is  a new'  frigate  of  the  second  class,  built  to  replace: 
the  one  whose  name  she  bears,  captured  from  t he: 
British,  during  the  late  war,  by  Decatur.  She  hias’ 
tlie  same  guns  on  board,  which  were  on  the  old' 
vessel,  at  the  time  of  her  capture.  She  is  strongfly 
built,  and  is  said  to  be,  in  all  respects,  a beautillul: 
ship,  though  her  appearance  is  somewhat  marred, 
by  the  poop  cabin,  erected  in  consequence  of  tile- 
space  required  for  the  accommodation  of  the  scien- 
tific. corps.  The  apartments  on  the  gun  deck,  to 
be  occupied  by  the  Savons,  are  most  cocnfortabl  p, 
and  are  fitted  up  in  a style  of  great  neatness,  as  are 
indeed  all  parts  of  the  ship,  though  there  is  less 
gaudy  ornaments  than  is  frequently  seen  in  our 
ships  of  war.  We  have  not  space  nor  time  to 
give  a minute  account  of  the  frigate,  if  indeed 
we  could  hope  to  render  ourselves  intelligible,, 
when  describing  the  “little  warlike  world  within.’’ 
Recent  publications,  by  nori-combatanls  of  our 
own  navy,  and  the  novels  of  Marryott,  Chaminr, , 
Scott  (not  the  Scott)  have  unfolded  the  arcana  ©IT 


< JB 0 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER — AUGUST  12,  1837— DEATH  OF  MR.  POLLARD. 


i laval  life,  and  rendered  the  anatomy,  if  we  may 
i ise  the  expression,  of  a vessel  of  war,  familiar  to 

< .‘very  body — notwithstanding  which,  an  inspection 
( if  a man  of  war  cannot  but  inspire  a landsman 
\ vith  wonder  and  delight.  It  may  be  readily  sup- 
] rosed,  that  the  Macedonian  is  built  according  to 
1 die  most  approved  lights  of  modern  science,  and 

that  she  is  fitted  with  every  thing  that  can  conduce 
to  her  efficiency,  and  the  health  and  comfort  of  her 
.officers  and  crew.  Her  officers  are  all  young  arid 
/ gentlemanly,  devoted  to  the  profession,  and,  whe- 
1 dier  on  gala  occasions,  or  in  the  roughest  vicissi- 
1 hides  of  the  service,  will  reflect  credit  upon  their 

< country.  The  crew  is  composed  of  first  rate  mate- 
: rials — all  Americans — perhaps,  a finer  was  never 
, shipped  on  board  a man-of-war. 

Tlie  Macedonian,  we  have  already  said,  is  com. 
Jones’  flag  ship.  Her  captain,  is  commander  Arm- 
strong, and  her  first  lieutenant,  G.  A.  Magruder — 
and  we  cannot  mention  the  names  of  the  two  latter 
gentlemen,  without  an  acknowledgment  of  their 
kind  attention  and  politeness. 

The  Relief,  the  second  vessel  in  point  of  size  be- 
longing to  the  squadron,  was  built  in  Philadelphia 
las  a storesllip,  but  not  with  reference  to  the  ojfplor 
ing  expedition.  She  was  found  to  combine  every 
Tequisite  quality,  and  was  attached  to  the  squadron 
in  this  character.  She  is  a beautiful  specimen  of 
naval  architecture;  but,  from  peculiar  circumstan- 
ces, cost  an  enormous  sum  of  money — not  less  than 
ninety  thousand  dollars.  Her  accommodations  for 
officers  and  men  are  exceedingly  snug,  and  she  is 
fitted  out  in  the  most  complete  manner.  Her  crew 
will  consist  of  about  80  men.  She  is  commanded 
by  lieut.  Thomas  A.  Dornin- — an  officer  of  great 
professional  and  private  worth — (and  who,  by  the 
by,  on  his  return,  will  become  a resident  of  onr 
town).  He  has  with  him  a fine  set  of  passed  mid- 
shipmen, who  will  do  duty  as  acting  lieutenants. 

The  Pioneer  and  the  Consort,  together  with  the 
■schooner  Pilot,  were  built  expressly  for  the  expedi- 
tion, and  were  thought  to  be  not  well  adapted  to  the 
service.  The  two  first  were  rigged  originally  as 
barques.  The  commission  lately  appointed  to  ex- 
amine them,  determined  to  convert  them  into  brigs, 
hoping  that  this  change  and  some  improvements 
ordered,  will  improve  their  sailing  qualities.  We 
saw  them  both  in  the  dry  dock.  They  seemed  to 
be  as  strong  as  wood  and  iron  could  make  them, 
but  very  much  like  an  old  fashioned  demi-john  in 
their  model. 

There  was  a confident  expectation  that  the  squa- 
dron would  rendezvous  in  New  York  about  the  1st 
October,  and,  after  receiving  on  board  the  scienti- 
fic corps,  the  philosophical  instruments,  &c.  sail  in 
a few  days  thereafter.  Whensoever  it  does,  it  will 
carry  with  it  the  best  wishes  of  the  whole  Ameri- 
can people,  and  of  the  friends  of  science  through- 
out the  civilized  word.  Our  anticipations  of  the 
results  of  the  expedition  are  high  and  enthusiastic. 
The  enterprise  will  redound  to  the  honor  of  the 
country,  and  to  the  fame  of  those  engaged  in  it. 

THE  NAVY  YARD. 

The  navy  yard,  at  Gosport,  is  one  of  those  es- 
tablishments, in  the  contemplation  of  which  we  re- 
alize the  power  of  the  country,  and  feel  proud  of 
being  Americans.  The  value  of  public  property, 
concentrated'witbin  its  limits — ships  afloat  and  on 
the  stocks,  timber,  buildings,  ordnance,  stores,  &c. 
— amounts  to  many  millions  of  dollars.  It  presents 
a scene,  too,  of  active  industry,  for  which  we  were 
not  prepared.  Though  there  is  no  special  cause 
for  any  extra  energy,  the  number  of  hands  employ- 
ed— exclusive  of  seamen  on  board  the  receiving 
ship — -exceeds  1,200.  The  yard  is  undergoing  ex- 
tensive improvements,  which,  when  completed, 
will  assimilate  it  to  the  great  naval  depots  of  Eng- 
land and  France.  Its  position  and  facility  of  ac- 
cess at  all  times,  by  ships  of  the  greatest  draught, 
together  with  other  considerations,  point  it  out  as 
the  great  naval  depot  of  the  United  States.  On  so 
extensive  a line  of  coast,  conveniences  for  the  re- 
fitting of  vessels  must  appear  here  and  there — and 
the  unfortunate  policy  of  equalizing  the  distribu- 
tion of  public  expenditure,  will  induce  government 
to  waste  money  on  some  yards,  which  might  well 
tie  dispensed  with — hut  Norfolk  must  become  the 
principal  naval  establishment,  sectional  preferences 
for  other  ports,  the  pride  of  opinion,  or  political  in- 
terests, to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  great  curiosity  of  the  navy  yard  is  the  dry 
•lock.  This  stupendous  work  was  'begun  in  1827, 
arid  was  finished  about  two  years  since,  at  a cost  of 
nearly  a million  of  dollars.  It  is  built  of  cut  gra- 
nite, and  will  endure  for  ages.  The  tide  rising  but 
■a  few  feet,  the  dock  is  exhausted  of  water,  by  a 
steam  engine  of  great  power,  and  novel  construc- 
tion, the'  invention  of  colonel  Baldwin,  U.  States 
civil  engineer — the  gentleman  under  whose  direc- 
tion the  dock  was  built.  The  pumps  and  engines, 
;are  in  a house  at  some  distance  from  the  dock. 


There  are  at  the  yard,  ready  for  sea,  the  ship  of 
the  line  Delaware,  and  the  new  and  beautiful  fri- 
gate Columbia.  The  latter  has  her  stores  on  board 
and  might  go  to  sea  in  a month,  there  being  abun- 
dance of  men  on  board  the  receiving  ship.  But, 
from  some  cause  or  other,  both  vessels  are  suffered 
to  be  idle,  though  most  of  the  foreign  stations  are 
in  want  of  relief  or  reinforcement.  There  are  also 
there,  the  frigates  Guerrier,  Brandywine,  Potomac 
and  Java — the  latter,  though  not  seaworthy,  being 
the  flag  and  receiving  ship  of  the  station — and  three 
or  four  sloops  of  war  undergoing  repairs.  The 
sloop  Falmouth,  captain  McKeever,  bound  for  the 
Pacific,  was  at  anchor  off  town  point.  A ship  of 
the  line  and  a frigate,  of  the  first  class,  are  on  the 
stocks  and  in  good  preservation.  The  great  want 
of  the  yard  is  good  water.  We  understand  that  an 
individual  has  offered  to  bring  an  abundant  supply, 
from  the  Dismal  Swamp  canal,  for  the  sum  of 
$•25,000.  We  hope  congress  will  make  an  appro- 
priation for  the  object,  as  it  is  one  of  great  import- 
ance. 

naval'  hospital. 

The  naval  hospital,  on  the  site  of  old  Fort  Nel- 

oon,  io  -well  worth  a visit.  It  IS  lnflerrd  a EUUgTli/l- 

cent  palace,  with  a portico,  the  fac  simile  of  the 
Parthenon.  It  affords  accommodations  for  several 
hundred  patients,  and  is  adapted  to  the  prospective 
wants  of  the  navy.  Every  thing  about  it  is  kppt 
in  a style  of  remarkable  neatness,  which,  together 
with  ail  the  arrangements,  reflects  credit  on  the  ac- 
complished surgeon.  Dr.  Williamson,  who  is  in 
charge  of  the  establishment.  It  is  worthy  of  be- 
ing a national  institution  and  yet  the  nation  was  at 
no  expense  in  its  erection — -it  having  been  built  out 
of  a fund  raised  by  a deduction  of  twenty  cents 
per  month  from  the  pay  of  every  officer  and  sea- 
man in  the  service. 

We  take  leave  of  Norfolk,  and  the  interesting 
public  works  in  its  vicinity,  with  the  remark,  that 
travellers  for  health,  or  the  gratification  of  enlight- 
ened curiosity,  will  find  it  difficult  to  seek  a place 
which  will  more  administer  to  both. 


PENNSYLVANIA  CONVENTION. 

We  have  already  stated  that  the  convention  for 
amending  the  constitution,  adjourned  to  the  17th  of 
Oct.  next.  No  amendments  were  definitely  adopt- 
ed, but  a considerable  number  of  alterations  of  mi- 
nor importance  have  been  agreed  to  in  committee 
of  the  whole.  The  following  is  the  substance  of 
the  several  alterations  thus  adopted. 

1st.  To  change  the  day  of  the  annual  election 
for  the  choice  of  representatives  from  the  second  to 
the  third  Tuesday  of  October.  2d.  To  change  the 
term  for  which  senators  are  elected,  from  four  to 
three  years,  and  change  the  day  of  election  to  cor- 
respond with  the  change  in  the  choice  of  represen- 
tatives. 3d.  Senatorial  districts  are  not  to  be  made 
so  large  as  to  be  entitled  to  more  than  two  senators, 
by  the  union  of  two  or  more  counties;  no  county 
nor  the  city  of  Philadelphia  is  to  be  divided  to  form 
a district;  and  when  two  dr  more  counties  are  unit- 
ed to  form  a district*  they  must  be  adjoining  coun- 
ties. 4th.  No  person  can  be  a senator  unless  25 
years  of  age,  nor  unless  he  has  been  a citizen  and 
inhabitant  of  the  state  for  four  years  preceding  his 
election.  5th.  At  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
three  years  from  the  election  of  the  present  senators, 
successors  are  to  be  chosen.  6th.  The  general  as- 
sembly is  to  meet  annually  on  the  1st  Tuesday  of 
January,  instead  of  December,  annually,  and  to  ad- 
journ on  the  1st  Thursday  of  April,  unless  the  ses- 
sion is  continued  by  law. 

7th.  The  governor  is  to  be  chosen  on  the  day  of 
election  of  representatives.  He  can  hold  the  office 
only  six  years  in  nine,  instead  of  nine  in  twelve,  as 
under  the  present  constitution.  8th.  The  governor 
is  to  appoint  a secretary  of  the  commonwealth  dur- 
ing pleasure,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  se- 
nate to  appoint  all  judicial  officers  of  courts  of  record, 
unless  otherwise  provided  for  by  the  constitution. 
The  senate  in  voting  on  such  nominations  to  sit 
with  open  doors,  and  to  vote  by  yeas  and  nays.  9th. 
In  case  of  vacancy  of  the  office  of  governor,  the 
speaker  of  the  senate  to  exercise  the  office,  but  the 
vacancy  to  be  supplied  at  the  next  election  of  re- 
presentatives. 10th.  Tlie  secretary  of  the  common- 
wealth to  keep  a register  of  all  the  official  acts  of 
the  governor,  and  when  required  to  lay  it  with  all 
papers,  &c.  before  either  branch  of  the  legislature. 

11th.  Every  freeman  to  be  entitled  to  vote,  who 
shall  be  21  years  of  age,  having  resided  in  the  state 
one  year,  or  if  previously  an  elector,  six  months  be- 
fore the  election,  and  who  shall  have  paid  a state  or 
coanty  tax,  which  shall  have  been  assessed  at  least 
ten  days  before.  Ifbetween  21  and  22  years  of  age, 
they  may  vote  without  having  paid  any  tax. 

12th.  Sheriffs  and  coroners  to  be  chosen  by  the 
people,  for  three  years,  at  the  time  of  the  represen- 


tative election.  3th.  Prothonotaries  of  the  supreme 
court  to  be  appointed  by  tl^e  court,  for  the  term  of 
three  years.  Prothonotaries  and  clerks  of  the  other 
courts,  recorders  of  deeds,  and  registers  of  wills,  to 
be  elected  by  the  people  of  counties,  at  the  repre- 
sentative elections,  and  to  hold  their  offices  for  the 
term  of  three  years. 


DEATH  OF  MR.  POLLARD. 

From  the  Washington  Globe. 

Santiago,  de  Chili,  April  25,  1837. 

Gentlemen:  I have  had  a son  murdered  in 
Texas,  by  a Texian  officer,  with  a cruelty  unparal- 
leled. I have  called  upon  president  Houston  for 
the  punishment  of  the . murderer  of  my  son.  \s 
every  thing  relating  to  Texas  seem  to  be  so  inter- 
esting to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  as 
public  justice  is  the  concern  of  all,  I send  you  here- 
with a copy  of  my  letter  to  president  Houston,  and 
ask  the  favor  of  you  to  give  it  an  insertion  in  your 
paper. 

Is  it  not  strange,  that  so  great  an  outrage  has 
passed  so  long  unnoticed  by  those  in  Texas  autho- 
rised to  take  cognizance  ol'  it? 

If  such  a murder  bad  been  committed  by  a Mexi- 
can upon  a Texian,  how  great  would  have  been  its 
publicity,  and  how  loud  would  have  been  the  cry 
of  our  papers  against  the  atrocity.  But  how  much 
worse  is  this,  when  a Texian  has  taken  the  life  of 
a Texian,  and  without  a provocation — where  no 
other  motive  could  have  prompted  than  a malignant 
feeling,  which  developes  more  the  attributes  of  a 
devil,  than  a man.  He  who  sheds  the  blood  of  an 
enemy  unnecessarily,  offends  against  civilization, 
nature  and  heaven  But  he  who  takes  the  blood — 
the  life  of  a brother  wantonly  and  cruelly,  as  in  this 
case,  makes  the  offence  a hundred  fold  more  dam- 
natory. I rely  upon  the  press  of  my  country  to 
vindicate  the  claims  of  humanity,  so  much  out- 
raged in  this  case,  and  the  demands  of  justice  so 
urgently  called  for  by  it.  I am,  most  respectful])', 
your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  POLLARD. 

To  the  publishers  of  the  Globe. 

Santiago , de  Chili,  April  21,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  Adverting  to  the  letter  which  I ad- 

dressed you,  of  date  the  5th  of  last  February,  I now 
congratulate  you  upon  your  elevation  to  the  presi- 
dency of  the  republic  of  Texas. 

I have  been  in  error  with  regard  to  the  fate  of 
my  son.  I received  a letter  on  yesterday  from 
captain  Vickery,  of  the  Texian  army,  informing  me 
that  my  son  was  cruelly  murdered  by  lieut.  Hoath, 
nfthe  Texian  army-  Tbo  account  of  Capt.  Vickery 
is  a©  follows:  that  my  son  was  sergeant  of  his  com- 
pany; that  a dispute  arose  between  him  and  a lieu- 
tenant Joseph  H.  Rhoads,  of  the  same  company;  that 
a duel  was  fought  between  them,  and  that  my  son 
was  shot  in  the  head,  a little  above  the  temple;  the 
ball  glanced  along  upon  the  skull  about  two  inches; 
it  was  rut  out  by  a Dr.  Wallis,  who  reported  that 
the  skull  was  not  fractured.  Captain  Vickery  says 
that  the  wound  was  healing;  that  my  son,  though 
feeble,  was  doing  well;  that  he  received  an  order 
from  Mr.  Wharton,  agent  general,  to  join  that  por- 
tion of  the  army  then  under  your  immediate  com- 
mand; that  my  son  was  unable  to  go,  he  remained 
with  him,  sending  all  his  men  but  three,  whom  he 
detained  to  assist  in  moving  my  son  so  soon  as  his 
condition  would  allow  of  his  removal.  In  the  mean 
time  lieutenant  Hoath,  with  an  armed  force,  vio- 
lently seized  my  son,  in  defiance  of  the  entreaties 
of  captain  Vickery,  and  his  assurance  that  he  was 
too  feeble  to  be  carried  away;  and,  if  he  was  forced 
away,  it  would  cause  his  death.  In  despite  of  hi3 
debilitated  and  suffering  state  which  was  presented 
by  his  person,  and  which,  together  with  his  youth, 
(having  just  the  month  preceding  arrived  to  the  age 
of  nineteen  years),  claimed  from  all  sympathy  and 
tenderness,  he  cruelly  placed  him  on  the  top  of  a 
cart,  exposed  to  a hot  sun,  to  be  conveyed  to  some 
point,  where  is  not  said  by  captain  Vickery.  lie 
bad  not  from  the  time  he  was  wounded  until  then, 
left  his  tent.  Captain  Vickery,  who  accompanied 
him,  represents  that  such  were  the  sufferings  of  my 
wounded,  feeble  son,  from  travelling  in  this  situa- 
tion; such  was  the  agony  of  his  feelings  produced 
by  the  jostlings  of  the  cart,  together  with  the  power 
of  the  sun  to  which  he  was  exposed,  that  he  declar- 
ed he  'could  not  possibly  stand  it.  Captain  Vickery 
then  requested  that  my  son  should  have  a horse 
to  ride;  but  the  wretch  Hoath  denied  this  to  him 
saying  that  my  son  was  able  to  ride  on  the  cart,  and  . 
should  ride  on  the  cart.  Here  my  dear  son  suffer- 
ed and  languished  until  night  set  in.  The  road 
which  they  were  then  travelling  was  found  to  be  too 
bad  to  advance  further  with  the  cart;  and  my  son  by 
this  time  being  unable  to  walk,  from  his  cruel  ex- 
posure by  this  monster,  capt.  Vickery  took  him  on 
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his  back  and  carried  him  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile.  He  could  not  reach  a house,  and  iny  son 
had  to  lay  out  the  whole  night  in  a rain;  and  the 
consequence  was,  from  this  cruel  usage,  lrom  this 
more  than  savage  barbarity,  he  died  the  next  morn- 
ing, making  in  Ids  last  moments  the  request  of  cap- 
tain Vickery,  that  he  would  inform  me  how  he  had 
been  treated  by  lieutenant  Hoath.*  Was  there 
ever  cruelty  like  this?  Could  there  be  a case  dis- 
playing more  malignity  of  heart?  Could  there  be 
an  instance  of  a"  more  deliberate,  unprovoked, 
cold-blooded  murder?  We  look  in  vain  for  its  pa- 
rallel. Even  the  Spanish  inquisition  cannot  afford 
a case  marked  with  equal  malignity.  Captain 
Vickery  says;  “I  charge  lieutenant  Hoath  with  the 
death  of  your  dear  beloved  son.” 

We  have  seen  the  most  fiend-like  cruelty  prac- 
tised by  the  Mexicans  upon  the  Texians  in  prose- 
cution of  the  war,  but  this  conduct  of  lieut.  Hoath 
to  my  son  surpasses  any  deed  of  these  vindictive, 
bloody  people,  in  black  enormity,  heartless  despot- 
ism, brutal  tyranny,  demoniac  cruelty,  and  mur- 
derous character.  In  the  name  of  a father,  in  the 
name  of  a man,  in  the  name  of  outraged  humanity, 
in  the  name  of  the  laws  of  a civilized  community, 
I call  for  the  punishment  of  this  murderer  of  my 
son..  He  has  wantonly,  basely,  inhumanly,  and 
cruelly,  sacrificed  the  life  of  my  son,  and  his  own 
life  should  be  the  forfeiture.  I am  persuaded  that 
your  regard  for  the  honor  of  the  Texian  service; 
your  regard  for  the  dignity  of  the  republic;  your 
regard  for  the  life  of  a chivalrous  young  soldier, 
volunteering  boldly  and  fearlessly  in  the  Texian 
cause,  devoting  himself  enthusiastically  to  the 
cause  of  liberty,  to  the  opposition  of  oppression,  to 
the  rights  of  man;  your  abhorrence  of  tyranny, 
your  detestation  of  inhumanity;  above  all,  your  love 
of  justice,  will  cause  you  to  have  this  murderer 
brought  to  condign  punishment. 

Have  the  goodness,  my  dear  sir,  to  communicate 
to  me,  or  cause  communication  to  be  made  to  me 
on  this  subject,  through  the  secretary  of  state  of 
the  United  States,  who  will  promptly  forward  to 
me  any  thing  that  may  reach  his  hands  for  me 
from  you,  or  by  your  order. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  high 
regard,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  POLLARD,  charge  d’affaires 
of  the  U.  S.  io  Vie  republic  of  Chili. 
To  gen.  S.  Houston,  pres't  of  the  republic  of  Texas. 


TARIFF  OF  TEXAS. 

An  act  to  raise  a public  revenue  by  impost  duties. 
Whereas,  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  raise  a public 
revenue  by  impost  duties,  to  aid  in  defraying  the 
public  expenses,  sustaining;  the  public  credit,  and 
securing  to  the  public  creditors  a fair  and  annual  or 
semi-annual  interest  on  their  shares  of  stock  in  the 
funded  debts. 

Section  1.  Therefore  be  it  enacted  by  the  senate 
and  house  of  representatives  of  the  republic  of  Texas, 
in  congress  assembled.  That  from  and  after  *he  pas- 
sage of  the  act,  there  shall  be  imposed  on  all  goods, 
wares  and  merchandise,  which  may  be  introduced 
into  this  republic,  the  duties  hereinafter  designated, 
which  shall  be  levied  and  collected  in  conformity 
with  the  following  classification,  viz: 

Classification  of  duties  to  be  exacted  at  the  several 
ports  of  entry  in  Texas,  on  goods  imported  into 
the  republic. 

Provisions  and  groceries,  bread  stuffs,  including 
corn,  wheat,  barley  and  oats,  free;  beef,  pickled, 
free;  pork,  sailed  and  smoked,  free;  butter,  six  and 
one-lburth  cents  per  pound;  codfish,  one  dollar  per 
hundred  pounds;  mackerel,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cenls 
per  bbl herrings,  in  boxes,  one  dollars  per  hundred 
pounds;  salmon,  two  dollars  per  barrel,  shad  one  dol- 
lar and  fifty  cents  per  barrel;  neat’s  tongues,  pickled 
or  smoked,  free;  potatoes,  onions,  beets,  beans  and 
rice,  free;  coffee,  one  cent  per  pound;  sugar,  brown, 
two  cents  per  pound;  sugar,  white,  four  cents  per 
pound;  molasses,  or  syrup,  five  cents  per  gallon;  tea, 
black,  twelve  and  a half  cents  per  pound;  tea,  green, 
twenty-five  cents  per  pound;  spices,  pepper,  five 
cents  per  pound;  pimento  or  allspice,  five  cents 
per  pound;  cinnamon,  cloves  and  other  spices,  ten 
cents  per  pound;  mustard,  twenty-five  percent,  ad 
vainrom;  pickles,  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem; 
preserves,  in  brandy  and  other  spirits,  twenty-five 
per  cent,  ad  valorem;  raisins,  figs,  almonds,  filberts, 
See.  three  cents  per  pound;  oils,  salad  and  sperma- 
ceti, three  cents  per  pound;  wax,  four  cents  per 
pound;  soap,  yellow,  four  cents  per  pound;  salt, 
three  cents  per  bushel  of  fifty  pounds;  vinegar,  free. 
Other  articles  of  provisions  and  groceries,  not  here- 
in enumerated,  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem. — 
Liquors,  spirits,  whiskey,  first  and  second  proof, 
twenty-five  cents  per  gallon;  third  and  fourth  proof, 

*The  duel  was  fought  on  the  24th  of  March,  and 
my  son  died  on  the  31st  of  the  same  month. 


thirty-seven  and  a half  cenls  per  gallon;  above 
fourth  proof,  fifty  cents  per  gallon;  brandy,  first 
and  second  proof,  fifty  cents  per  gallon;  third  and 
fourth  proof,  sixtj’-two  and  a half  cents  per  gallon; 
above  fourth  proof,  seventy-five  cents  per  gallon; 
gin,  the  same  as  brandy;  rum,  same  as  brandy;  all 
other  spirits  not  enumerated,  including  cordials 
and  liquors  of  all  kinds,  will  pay  the  same  duties 
as  brandy.  Wines,  claret,  twenty-five  cents  per 
gallon;  other  red  French  wines,  twenty-five  cents 
per  gallon;  Oporto,  or  port  wine,  thirty-seven  and 
a half  cents  per  gallon;  French  white  wines,  twen- 
ty-five cents  per  gallon;  Champagne,  one  dollar  per 
gallon;  Madeira,  seventy-five  cents  per  gallon;  Te- 
nerifi'e,  thirty-seven  and  a half  cents  per  gallon; 
Spanish  white  wines,  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon; 
Spanish  red  wines,  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon; 
German  wines,  Hock,  Rhenish,  &c.  fifty  cents  per 
gallon.  Malt  liquors,  of  all  descriptions,  free. — 
Champagne,  in  bottles,  per  dozen,  two  dollars; 
other  wines,  per  one  dozen  bottles,  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents;  ali  other  liquors,  in  bottles,  per  dozen, 
two  dollars.  Dry  goods;  all  articles  of  which  wool 
forms  a component  pmt,  twenty- five  per  cent,  ad 
valorem;  all  articles  of  which  linen  forms  a compo- 
nent part,  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem;  all  ar- 
ticles of  which  cotton  forms  a component  part,  fif- 
teen per  cent,  ad  valorem;  all  articles  of  which  silk 
forms  a component  part,  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem; wearing  apparel,  ready  made,  and  other  per- 
sonal baggage  in  actual  use  and  tools  of  trade,  free; 
wearing  apparel,  ready  made,  or  otherwise  import- 
ed, thirty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Shoes  and 
boots,  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Hats,  of  all 
descriptions,  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem.— 
Leather;  all  articles  of  which  leather  forms  a com- 
ponent part,  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Jewel- 
ry, thirty-three  and  one-third  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
Miscellaneous  articles,  iron,  implements  of  iron  for 
purposes  of  husbandly,  such  as  ploughs,  harrows, 
hoes  and  axes,  twelve  and  a half  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem. Tools,  of  all  descriptions,  for  carpenters, 
cabinet  makers,  joiners  and  blacksmiths,  fifteen  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.  Bar  iron,  fifty  cents  per  hundred 
pounds.  Nails  and  screws,  one  dollar  per  hundred 
pounds.  All  other  articles  of  which  iron  or  steel 
form  a component  part,  not  herein  enumerated, 
twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Copper;  all  articles 
of  which  copper  forms  a component  part,  twenty 
per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Lead;  ail  articles  of  which 
iead  forms  a component  part,  twenty  per  cent,  ad 
valorem.  Tin;  all  articles  of  which  tin  forms  a 
component  part,  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem. — 
Brass;  all  articles  of  which  brass  forms  a compo- 
nent part,  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Pewter; 
all  artioioa  »f  which  pewter  forms  a component 
part,  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Glass  and  glass 
ware,  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Earthenware, 
twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Ivory,  twenty  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.  Drugs  and  medicines,  of  all  de- 
scriptions, twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Paints, 
of  all  descriptions,  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem. — 
Furniture,  of  all  classes,’ fifteen  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem. Fire  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  of  every 
description,  free.  Carriages;  pleasure  carriages,  of 
every  description,  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem. Wagons,  drays,  carts,  ike.  ten  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem. Flaying  cards,  fifty  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
Coal,  free.  Corks,  twelve  and  a half  per  cent,  per 
pound.  Combs,  of  all  descriptions,  twenty-five  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.  Cordage  and  bale  rope,  two 
cents  per  pound.  Lumber,  of  all  descriptions,  free. 
Building  stone,  bricks,  tiles  or  slates,  free.  Tobac- 
co, in  segars,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  thou- 
sand; tobacco  in  any  other  form  than  in  solars, 
thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Seed,  of  all  descrip- 
tions, free.  Brushes,  of  all  kinds,  thirty  per  cent, 
ad  valorem.  Paper;  blank,  post  folio  or  quarter 
paper,  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem;  blotting,  cartridge 
and  copying  paper,  seven  per  cent,  ad  valorem.— 
Saltpetre,  six  and  one-fourth  cents  per  pound:  and 
all  other  articles,  not  herein  enumerated,  shall  pay 
a duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  <$-c.  That  the  fol- 
lowing designated  places,  with  their  boundaries,  be 
made  ports  of  entry,  and  within  which  bounds  cus- 
tom houses  shall  be  established,  and  collectors  of 
the  public  revenue  shall  be  appointed,  and  reside  at 
the  several  ports  for  which  they  are  appointed,  viz: 
commencing  at  the  Rio  Grande  and  following  the 
coast  of  the  gulf  east  to  the  mouth  of  the  San  An- 
tonia river,  shall  at  present  compose  the  south  west- 
ern collet toral  district,  which  shall  he  called  the 
district  of  Aranso.  Commencing  at  the  mouth  of 
the  San  Antonia  river,  and  following  the  coast  of 
the  gulf  eastwardly  to  the  mouth  of  Cedar  Lake, 
shall  compose  one  collectoral  district,  to  be  called 
the  district  of  Matagorda.  Commencing  at  the- 
mouth  of  Cedar  Lake  creek,  and  following  the 
coast  of  the  gulf  east  to  Oyster  creek,  shall  com- 
poso  one  collectoral  district,  which  shall  be  called 


the  district  of  Brazos.  Commencing  at  the  mouth 
of  Oyster  creek,  and  following  the  coast  of  the  gulf 
east  to  Bolivar  point,  shall  compose  one  collectoral 
district,  which  shall  be  called  the  district  of  Gal- 
veston. Commencing  at  Bolivar  point  and  follow- 
ing the  coast  of  the  gulf  to  the  middle  of  Sabine 
bay,  thence  up  the  bay  to  mouth  of  the  river  Sa- 
bine, and  up  with  that  stream  so  far  as  to  include  a 
certain  ferry,  known  as  Lowe’s  ferry,  shall  compose 
one  collectoral  district,  which  shall  be  called  the 
district  of  Sabine.  Commencing  at  Lowe’s  ferry, 
and  following  the  Sabine  up  to  the  thirty-second 
degree  of  fourth  latitude,  thence  to  the  Red  river, 
shall  compose  one  collectoral  district,  which  shall 
he  called  the  district  of  San  Augustine.  A custom 
house  shall  be  established  within  the  limits  of  each 
collectoral  district,  at  such  point  in  each  as  the 
president  and  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  direct, 
lor  the  time  being;  until  from  proper  surveys,  the 
most  eligible  points  shall  be  ascertained  for  perma- 
nent location. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  fyc.  That  all  goods, 
wares  and  merchandise  which  may  be  introduced 
into  this  republic,  shall  be  entered  at  the  custom 
house  of  the  district  in  which  Ihey  tnav  have  been 
landed  in  conformity  with  the  law.  And  all  per- 
sons neglecting,  evading,  or  refusing  to  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  this  law,  whether  citizens  or 
aliens,  shall  be  deemed  smugglers,  and  treated  ac- 
cordingly. That  every  master  of  a vessel  arriving 
in  any  of  the  ports  of  this  republic,  shall,  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  his  arrival,  and  previous  to 
his  discharging  any  part  of  the  cargo,  present  to 
the  collector  of  said  port  the  manifest  of  all  the  car- 
go on  board  his  vessel;  which  manifest  must  ex- 
hibit at  length  the  marks  and  numbers  of  packages, 
and  the  quantity  of  each  article  constituting  the 
cargo,  together  with  the  names  of  the  respective 
consignees.  In  default  of  which  a penalty  of  five 
hundred  dollars  shall  be  enforced  by  said  collector 
for  the  benefit  of  this  republic.  And  all  captains, 
wilfully  making  or  returning  false  manifests,  with 
an  intent  to  defraud,  shall,  in  addition  to  a fine  of 
one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  exacted  by  the  collec- 
tor, be  thereafter  incompetent  to  enter  or  clear  a 
vessel  in  any  of  the  ports  of  this  republic;  and 
both  master  and  vessel  held  accountable. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  §c.  That  each  con- 
signee shall  be  required  to  make  duplicate  entries 
of  all  goods,  wares  or  merchandise  to  them  consign- 
ed;— which  entries  shall  contain,  at  length,  the 
marks  and  numbers  of  packages,  together  with  their 
contents,  quantities  and  value,  and  to  which  the 
following  oath  shall  be  subscribed  in  the  presence 
of  the  collector; — “I,  A B,  do  solemnly  swear  that 
the  foregoing  entry  contains  a full,  true  and  just  ac- 
count of  all  the  goods  consigned  to  me,  together 
with  the  cost  thereof,  now  on  board,  (here  mention 
the  vessel’s  and  captain’s  name  and  where  from)  to 
the  best  of  rny  knowledge  and  belief,  so  help  me 
God.”  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector,  or 
the  officers  appointed  under  him,  to  take  an  ac- 
count of  all  goods  so  imported;  and  all  goods  found 
over  and  above  the  quantity  represented  in  the  en- 
tries, shall  be  confiscated  to  the  use  of  the  republic. 
And  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors,  to 
have  all  dutiable  goods  securely  lodged  in  the  pub- 
lic store,  until  the  duties  are  properly  secured; 
they  shall  in  ail  cases,  where  the  duties  are  not 
paid  down,  require  two  or  more  responsible  securi- 
ties, as  in  their  judgment  may  be  deemed  proper 
for  the  payment  of  all  such  duties,  accruing  to  this 
government  in  conformity  with  the  foregoing  tarilf. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  fyc.  That  where  any 
importer  or  factor,  or  consignee,  whose  duties,  by 
any  one  importation,  shall  amount  to  five  hundred 
dollars,  or  upwards,  the  amount  shall  be  divided 
and  securely  bonded,  payable,  the  one-half  in  three, 
and  the  other  half  in  six  months  from  the  date  of 
entry;  and  on  all  sums  under  fire  hundred  dollars 
and  over  one  hundred  dollars,  three  months;  and  on 
all  sums  under  one  hundred  dollars,  the  duties  must 
be  paid  in  cash.  And  on  all  foreign  vessels  enter- 
ing the  ports  of  this  republic,  there  shall  be  collect- 
ed one  dollar  per  ton,  tonnage  duties;  and  also  such 
fees  of  office  for  clearing,  registering,  and  transfer- 
ing  vessels,  as  may  be  lawful  to  receive  in  the  porls 
of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  same  ser- 
vices. Arid  it  is  further  provided,  that  the  collec- 
tor shall  give  bond  and  security  in  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars;  conditioned  for  their 
true  and  faithful  performances,  and  be  required  to 
make  their  returns  quarterly  to  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, showing  Ihe  number  and  class  of  vessels 
which  have  entered,  their  separate  and  aggregate 
amount  of  tonnage,  together  with  the  aggregate 
amount  of  goods,  when  and  by  whom  introduced, 
and  amount  bonded,  and  when  payable;  and  that 
the  same  may  be  published  quarterly  by  order  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  Anil  any  colleclorof 
the  public  revenue,  who  is  found  guilty  of  embez.- 
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zling  the  same,  or  conniving,  aiding,  or  abetting  in 
the  embezzling  of  the  funds  of  the  public  treasury, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and,  on 
conviction  thereof  before  a competent  tribunal, 
shall  be  punished  accordingly,  dismissed  from  of- 
fice, and  rendered  incapable  ever  thereafter  of  hold- 
ing any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit  in  this  re- 
public. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted , fyc.  That  all  col- 
lectors of  the  public  revenue  before  entering  on  the 
duties  of  their  offices  shall  take  the  oath  prescrib- 
ed for  all  public  officers,  before  any  person  compe- 
tent to  administer  the  same;  which  oath  shall  be 
subscribed,  and  together  with  the  bond  shall  be  filed 
in  the  treasury  department.  And  be  it  further 
provided,  that  each  principal  collector  shall  be  en- 
titled to  have  one  principal  clerk:  and  also  to  em- 
ploy, when  necessary,  other  subordinate  officers,  as 
from  fime  to  time  he  may  find  necessary,  as  well 
also  as  common  laborers,  when  they  may  be  need- 
ed; at  all  times,  however,  using  a prudent  and  strict 
economy;  subordinate  clerk, officers  and  laborers,  he 
shall  allow  such  pay  as  a necessary  prudence  shall 
direct,  payable  out  of  the  proceeds)  of  collections 
made  by  him. 

Sec.  7.  Be  it  further  enacted,  fy  c.  That  the  princi- 
pal collectors  of  the  public  revenue  shall  receive  as 
compensation  for  their  services,  viz:  Allowing  two 
thousand  dollars  to  be  a fair  minimum  per  annum, 
salary,  which  may  be  increased  or  diminished,  as 
hereinafter  provided,  to  wit:  On  all  moneys  receiv- 
ed and  paid  into  the  treasury,  they  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  two  and  a half  per  cent,  until  the  com- 
missions shall  amount  to  the  minimum  salary;  and 
the  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  on  all  sums  after  the 
commissions  shall  have  run  up  to  the  minimum 
salary;  then  and  in  that  case  the  commissions  to  be 
the  salary. 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted , §c.  That  all  goods 
wares  and  merchandise  which  may  be  introduced 
into  this  republic  by  land,  shall  be  entered  at  the 
proper  custom  house  of  the  district  in  which  they 
may  be  introduced,  under  the  pain  and  penalties  of 
this  law.  And  all  persons  evading  or  attempting  to 
evade  the  provisions  of  this  law,  shall  be  consider- 
ed guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and  punished  accord- 
ingly. And  all  the  goods,  wares  or  merchandise 
smuggled,  or  attempted  to  be  introduced  in  contra- 
vention to  the  provisions  of  this  law,  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  seizure  and  confiscation,  together  with  the 
vehicle  by  which  they  were  conveyed,  and  after 
thirty  days  public  notice  shall  be  sold  for  cash,  the 
one-half  of  the  proceeds  of  which  shall  go  to  the  in- 
former, and  the  other  to  the  public  treasury,  after 
deducting  the  expenses  of  such  sale. 

Sec.  9.  Be  it  farther  enacted,  iSrc.  That  the  prin- 
cipal collector  of  each  port  shall  have  a deputy,  who 
shall  also  take  the  oath  of  office,  and  whose  duty  it 
be  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  principal  when  from 
any  unavoidable  cause  he  may  be  rendered  incom- 
petent to  perforin  his  duties  as  required  by  law,  and 
at  such  ports  as  would  permit,  the  chief  clerk  may 
be.appomted.  And  be  it  further  provided,  Thatthe 
principal  collector  shall  be  held  accountable  lor  the 
acts  of  his  deputy,  and  all  other  subordinate  officers 
by  him  entrusted.  And  the  principal  or  deputy 
shall  have  power  to  administer  oaths  in  all  cases 
pertaining  to  their  duties.  They  shall  not  be  re- 
moved irom  office  during  the  administration  under 
which  they  were  appointed,  without  cause.  And 
be  it  further  provided,  That  all  duties  or  public  dues 
of  whatever  nature  or  description,  shall  be  collected 
or  paid  in  gold,  silver,  or  such  current  bank  paper 
ns  the  authorities  shall  from  time  to  time  direct. — 
And  all  debts  due  to  this  republic  for  duties  or 
other  public  revenue,  shall  be  considered  and  have 
preference  and  privilege  over  all  other  claims. 

B.  T.  ARCHER, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

JESSE  GRIMES, 
President  of  the  senate  pro  tern. 

Approved,  12th  June,  1837. 

SAM.  HOUSTON. 


SHIP  PENNSYLVANIA.— THE  NAVY  YARD. 

GREAT  PUBLIC  MEETING. 

Pursuant  to  public  notice,  a very  numerous 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  convened 
at  the  court  house,  on  Monday  evening,  the  24th 
July,  1837.  The  court  house,  and  every  avenue 
leading  to  it,  at  an  early  hour,  were  crowded  with 
spectators,  and  the  greatest  enthusiasm  prevailed 
during  the  whole  time  of  the  meeting,  a period  of 
two  hours. 

General  Andrew  M.  Prevost  was  called  on  to 
preside,  and  colonel  John  Thompson  and  Patrick 
Hayes  were  appointed  vice  presidents;  John  W. 
Ryan  and  C.  J.  Jack,  secretaries. 

The  president  having  stated  the  objects  of  the 
Hireling,  colonel  James  Pape,  on  behalf  of  the 
cgipmittee  appointed  at  the  late  town  meeting,  to 


address  the  president  of  the  United  States  on  the 
subject  of  the  coppering  and  fitting  out  of  the  ship 
of  the  line  Pennsylvania,  reported  their  proceed- 
ings, and  read  the  following  letters: 

Copy  of  the  letter  addressed  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  committee  appointed  at  a 
late  town  meeting,  held  in  the  state  house  yard, 
on  the  Sth  July,  1837. 

Philadelphia,  lOih  July,  1837. 

To  his  excel.  Martin  Van  Buren,  president  of  U.  S. 

Sir:  In  obedience,  to  the  directions  of  a large 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
adjoining  districts,  held  on  the  Sth  instant,  we  have 
the  honor  of  enclosing  a copy  oi  the  resolutions 
adopted  on  that  occasion,  which  we  respectfully 
submit  to  your  consideration. 

While  presenting  you  with  this  manifestation  of 
public  feeling,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  state,  that 
there  exists  in  this  community  a deep  sense  of  the 
want  of  proper  regard  hitherto  paid  to  the  claims 
of  this  navy  yard — that  it  is  felt  by  every  class  of 
its  inhabitants,  and  by  none  more  keenly  than  by 
those  whose  skill,  talent  and  imlucfry  in  ship-build- 
ing, claim  tne  lostering  hand  of  government. 

Philadelphia  has  confessedly  produced  the  finest 
ships  in  our  navy,  from  its  earliest  infancy — those 
vessels,  which  are  ever  in  commission,  ever  float- 
ing on  the  ocean,  ever  eagerly  sought  after  by  of- 
ficers who  have  choice  of  commands.  Their  con- 
struction has  been  carried  on  with  more  economy 
in  this  than  in  any  other  yard  in  the  United  States, 
for  proofs  of  which  we  confidently  appeal  to  all  the 
public  documents  in  the  department. 

Under  such  striking  circumstances,  may  we  not 
with  great  justice  complain  of  an  evident  system 
of  exclusion,  which  deprives  us  of  our  fair  propor- 
tion of  the  expenditures  of  government,  to  the  re- 
venue of  which  Pennsylvania  so  largely  contri- 
butes. May  we  not  complain  of  a neglect,  justify- 
ing a belief  that  it  is  seriously  contemplated  gra- 
dually to  send  this  yard  into  insignificance,  and 
finally  to  destroy  it. 

As  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  we  therefore  most 
respectfully,  but  most  earnestly  appeal  to  you,  sir, 
not  only  in  the  instance  of  the  noble  ship,  about  to 
be  wrested  from  the  cradle  of  its  birth,  in  an  un- 
finished state,  but  in  opposition  to  a long  continued 
ractice  of  indifference  to  this  station,  undeserved 
y this  state,  and  injurious  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  nation.  Respectfully  yours, 

Signed  by  the  committee. 

Letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Navy  department,  July  13,  1837. 

To  Andrew  M.  Prevost,  John  Thnwji^r'— ■ I it  met 
Page  and  William  J.  Leiper,  esijrs.  a commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  a large  meeting  of  the  citizens 
of  Philadelphia  and  the  adjoining  districts,  on 
the  8th  instant. 

Gentlemen:  The  president  has  referred  to  this 
department  your  memorial  lo  him  of  the  10th  inst. 
together  with  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  of 
that  meeting. 

In  anticipation  of  a memorial  which  was  expect- 
ed from  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  launching  the  ship  of  the  line  Pennsylvania, 
I wrote  to  the  commissioners  oi'  the  navy  on  the 
5th  instant,  then. on  duty  at  Norfolk,  to  know  from 
them  if  there  were  substantial  reasons  for  launch- 
ing the  Pennsylvania  before  she  should  be  copper- 
ed. This  letter  was  not  received  by  them  until 
their  return  to  Washington  on  the  10th.  Their 
answer  is  contained  in  a letter  of  that  date;  and.  on 
the  next  day,  in  reply  to  my  written  request,  they 
gave  a farther  answer,  together  with  copies  of  let- 
ters of  commodore  Barron,  and  of  the  chief  con- 
structor, Mr.  Humphreys,  mentioned  in  their  first 
letter.  These  copies,  together  w ith  copies  of  my 
letters  to  the  commissioners  and  their  answers, 
marked  in  chronological  order — A,  B,  C andD,  are 
herewith  enclosed. 

From  this  correspondence  3-011  will  perceive  that 
there  is  no  just  cause  of  suspicion  that  the  navy 
commissioners,  in  their  order  for  launching  the 
Pennsylvania,  previously  to  her  being  coppered, 
were  influenced  by  any  views  unfriendly  to  the 
navy  yard  at  Philadelphia,  or  by  any  motives  but 
those  of  performing  their  duty  and  promoting  the 
public  good.  Their  first  design  was  to  copper  the 
vessel  on  the  stocks;  a design  which  they  did  not 
abandon  until  they  were  convinced,  upon  the  best 
information  they  could  obtain,  that  the  coppering 
could  not  take  place  before  the  launch  without  the 
risk  of  danger  to  the  ship.  The  fact  itself,  that 
the  preparations  for  coppering  the  ship  are  so  far 
advanced,  that  three  days’  work,  with  a full  set  of 
hands,  would  be  sufficient  for  completing  the  same, 
should  convince  you  that  there  has  been  no  inten- 
tion, on  the  part  of  the  commissioners,  to  under- 
rate the  skill  and  industry  of  the  mechanics  of 
Philadelphia. 


The  opinions  of  commodore  Barron,  and  of  the 
chief  naval  constructor,  Mr.  Humphreys,  confirmed 
by  that  of  the  board  of  navy  commissioners,  all 
professional  men  of  great  experience,  can  leave  no 
doubt  upon  the  mind  of  the  president,  that  cop- 
pering the  ship  Pennsylvania  before  launching  her, 
would  be  to  increase  the  dangers  of  that  launch, 
which,  even  under  the  most  favorable  circumstan- 
ces, must  be  attended  with  much  hazard. 

Any  advantages  proposed  from  coppering  this 
vessel  on  the  stocks,  cannot  for  a moment  be  con- 
sidered as  a justification  for  exposing  her  to  tile 
slightest  risk.  And  the  president  feels  satisfied 
that  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  under  a full  know- 
ledge of  the  circunstances  of  the  case,  will  agree 
with  him,  that  looking  to  the  safety  of  this  noble 
ship  as  a paramount  object,  he  could  not  be  justi- 
fied in  arresting  the  preparations  for  launching  her 
on  the  18th  instant. 

You  will  further  perceive,  that  it  is  not  intended 
to  remove  the  ship  from  Philadelphia  until  late  in 
the  season,  when  her  safety  shall  require;  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  every  thing  will  be  done  to  com- 
plete and  fit  her  out  which  circumstances  and  the 
appropriations  will  permit. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  assure  you,  gentlemen, 
that  the  subjects  urged  in  your  memorial,  as  well 
as  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  of  the  meeting 
of  the  8th  instant,  and  referred  to  this  department, 
have  received,  and  shall  continue  to  receive,  the 
most  respectful  consideration.  I am,  with  the 
highest  respect,  your  most  ob’t  humble  servant, 
MAHLON  DICKERSON. 

Letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  the  commis- 
sioners. 

Navy  department,  July  5th,  1837. 

Sir:  I perceive  by  the  papers  of  Philadelphia, 
that  there  is  some  excitement  upon  the  subject  of 
launching  the  Pennsylvania,  without  having  her 
coppered. 

It  was  my  wish  to  have  as  much  done  to  this 
ship  as  could  be,  before  the  time  when  there  would 
be  danger  of  her  being  detained  by  ice,  say  in  No- 
vember next.  If.  therefore,  this  ship  can  be  cop- 
pered while  on  the  stocks,  with  convenience  and 
safety,  I think  it  should  be  done,  and  the  time  of 
launching  her  postponed. 

I cannot  say,  at  this  time,  that  there  will  be  no 
necessity  for  fitting  out  the  Pennsylvania  lor  sea, 
before,  or  during  tiie  next  winter,  yet  I do  not  be- 
lieve that  it  will  be  necessaiy  to  fit  her  out  before 
the  next  spring,  in  which  case  the  ship  might  re- 
main at  Philadelphia  until  that  time,  or  later. — 
xnree  monttis  hence,  1 can  give  a more  decisive 
opinion  upon  this  subject. 

As  the  Pennsylvanians  are  justly  proud  of  this 
noble  ship,  which  is  to  bear  the  name  of  then- 
stale  to  foreign  nations,  it  is  desirable  that  as  much 
respect  should  be  paid  their  feelings,  as  may  be 
done  consistently  with  the  good  of  the  service. — 
If  there  are  substantial  reasons  for  launching  this 
vessel  belore  she  is  coppered,  you  will  be  so  good 
as  to  state  them  to  me.  If  such  substantial  rea- 
sons do  not  exist,  I think  the  coppering  should  be 
ordered,  and  that  the  launching  should  be  post- 
poned. I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

(Signed)  M.  DICKERSON. 

Com  . Isaac  Chuvncey,  president  of  the  navy  board. 

Letter  from  the  commissioners  of  the  navy. 

Navy  commissioners’  office,  July  10 th,  1837. 

To  the  lion.  M.  Dickerson,  sec.  of  the  navy. 

Sir:  The  board  of  navy  commissioners,  on  their 
return  from  the  navy  yard  at  Norfolk,  this  morning, 
had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  5th 
instant.  In  compliance  with  your  directions,  the 
board  respectfully  submit  a statement  of  the  rea- 
sons which  induced  them  to  direct  that  the  ship 
Pennsylvania  should  be  launched  before  .she  was 
coppered,  and  that  she  should  be  launched  on  the 
18th  of  the  present  month. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received,  the 
board,  on  the  1 1 th  July,  1S36,  informed  commodore 
Barron  of  the  determination  of  the  president,  that 
the  Pennsylvania  should  be  completed  and  launch- 
ed as  soon  as  possible,  and  directed  him  to  make 
preparations  for  resuming  the  work  upon  that  ship. 
From  that  time  until  the  close  of  the  last  session 
of  congress,  exertions  to  carry  into  effect  the  deci- 
sion of  the  president  to  launch  the  Pennsylvania 
were  unremitted,  as  far  as  the  funds  applicable  to 
gradual  increase  would  permit. 

After  congress  had  appropriated  $100,000  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  launching  the  ship,  and  plac- 
ing her  in  a slate  of  safely,  the  board  gave  such 
instructions,  under  yem  directions,  as  seemed  best 
calculated  to  secure  the  object  contemplated  by  the 
act  of  appropriation. 
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As  this  ship  could  not  be  safely  or  economically 
equipped  for  a cruise  in  the  waters  of  the  Dela- 
ware, on  account  of  the  depth  of  water,  nor  be 
placed  in  such  a situation  there  as  would  avoid  ex- 
posing her  to  much  hazard  from  ice — it  was  deem- 
ed best  to  launch  her  for  transportation  to  some 
other  port,  and  remove  her  as  early  as  practicable. 

After  reference  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  the 
commandant  at  the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia  was 
informed  on  the  17th  April  last,  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  department  at  that  time,  to  send  the 
ship  io  Norfolk,  as  soon  as  she  could  be  prepared. 

Jt  was  expected  then  that  she  might  be  launched 
early  in  June,  and  that  she  might  be  sent  to  Nor- 
folk during  the  mild  weather  of  summer:  in  which 
case  she  would  have  arrived  at  Norfolk  at  a time 
when  she  would  be  exposed  to  injury  from  the 
worms,  which  are  destructive  at  certain  seasons. — 
Orders  were  therefore  given  to  copper  the  ship  suf- 
ficiently to  protect  her  from  their  ravages — although 
commodore  Barron  had  stated  it  to  be  his  opinion, 
and  that  of  Mr.  Humphreys  and  Mr.  Lenthall,  that 
it  would  be  safer  to  launch  her  without  coppering, 
the  board  considered  the  danger  from  the  worms 
greater  than  the  risk  in  launching  after  being  cop- 
pered. 

Various  reasons  retarded  the  preparation  for 
launching  beyond  the  time  originally  contemplated. 
The  chief  naval  constructor  renewed  his  objections 
to  coppering  the  ship  before  she  was  launched,  and 
stated  his  opinion  that  it  would  be  almost  impossi- 
ble to  launch  such  a ship,  where  the  rise  and  fall  of 
tide  did  not  exceed  six  feet,  and  where  there  was 
no  depth  of  water  to  spare  without  doing  damage 
to  the  sheet  copper;  and  that  there  is  a greater  risk 
in  launching  a coppered  ship  than  one  without  cop- 
per, and  of  course,  less  danger  where  wood  comes 
in  contact  with  wood,  than  where  wood  comes  in 
contact  with  the  polished  surface  of  copper,  and 
that  the  ship  must  go  into  dock  at  all  events. 

The  board,  in  consequence  of  objection  to  cop- 
pering the  ship  before  launching  her,  thus  urged, 
directed  their  previous  orders  for  coppering  the  ship 
to  be  suspended;  and  subsequently,  after  mature 
consideration,  determined  to  revoke  it  altogether, 
to  launch  the  ship  without  coppering  her,  and  to 
prepare  her  as  far  as  proper,  and  leave  her  in  the 
Delaware  until  October,  by  which  time  the  danger 
from  worms  at  Norfolk  would  have  passed,  and 
which  would  still  allow  the  ship  to  be  sent  round 
without  much  hazard. 

The  report  of  the  naval  constructor,  stating  that 
the  ISth  inst.  would  be  the  soonest  favorable  time 
for  launching  the  ship,  after  she  was  prepared,  hav- 
ing been  stated  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  that 
Hay  was  fixed  lor  that  purpose,  and  the  necessary 
orders  wore  given  accordingly. 

The  foregoing  facts  shew  the  main  circumstances 
connected  with  the  measures  taken  for  launching 
the  Pennsylvania,  and  the  reasons  which  have  go- 
verned the  board  in  their  action  upon  the  subject, 
and  are  respectfully  submitted  to  your  consideration. 

The  board  would  further  respectfully  state  as  their 
opinion,  that  the  present  state  of  the  ship,  and  the 
preparations  for  launching  her,  would  render  it  in- 
judicious to  keep  her  upon  the  stocks,  beyond  the 
time  when  she  can  be  soonest  launched  with  safety. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  J.  CHAUNCEY. 

Letter  from  the  secretary  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
navy. 

Navy  department , 1 \th  July,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  upon 
the  subject  of  launching  the  Pennsylvania,  which 
you  close  with  the  opinion,  “that  the  present  state 
of  the  ship,  and  the  preparations  for  launching  her, 
would  render  it  injudicious  to  keep  her  upon  the 
stocks  beyond  the  time  when  she  can  be  soonest 
launched  with  safety.” 

I wish  lo  know  of  you,  if  you  fully  concur  in 
opinion  wiih  commodore  Barron  and  the  chief  con- 
structor, Mr.  Humphreys,  a3  to  the  danger  of  cop- 
pering the  vessel  before  she  is  launched,  as  express- 
ed in  their  letters  to  the  board;  and  I will  thank 
you  for  copies  of  those  letters. 

I wish  you  also  to  state  how  long  it  would  take 
to  copper  the  vessel,  with  a full  set  of  hands,  as  it  is 
understood  the  copper  is  prepared  and  purchased, 
and  ready  for  immediate  use.  I am,  with  great  re- 
spect, your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  M.  DICKERSON. 

Com.  Isaac  Chauncey,  president  of  the  board  of 
navy  commissioners. 

From  the  commissioners  of  the  navy, = 

Navy  commissioners'  office,  July  11  th,  1837. 

Srio.  The  board  of  navy  commissioners  have  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  requesting  further  information  on  subjects 


connected  with  the  launching  of  the  ship  Pennsyl- 
vania. and  in  obedience  to  your  directions,  respect- 
fully state,  that  they  fully  concur  in  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  commodore  Barron  in  his  letter  of  the 
12th  Apiil  last,  and  of  Mr.  Humphreys’  letter  of 
21th  May  last,  copies  of  which  are  enclosed — that 
launching  the  Pennsylvania,  after  she  was  copper- 
ed, woulS  increase  the  danger  of  her  being  injured 
in  that  operation,  beyond  that  to  which  she  would 
be  exposed  by  launching  her  without  being  cop- 
pered. 

As  respects  the  length  of  time  it  would  take  to 
copper  this  ship,  with  a full  set  of  hands,  the  board 
are  of  opinion  that  with  the  usual  facilities  in  a 
dock,  or  on  her  ways,  before  the  stages  are  remov- 
ed, preparatory  to  launching,  that  the  ship  might  be 
coppered  certainly  in  three  days. 

Having  reference  to  the  present  state  of  the  pre- 
parations, and  looking  only  to  the  interests  of  the 
country,  as  far  as  they  are  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject, the  boaut  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  those 
interests  will  be  best  promoted  by  launching  the 
ship  at  the  earliest  favorable  tide,  and  without  her 
being  first  coppered. 

Until  it  shall  be  desirable  to  remove  her  to  some 
place,  where  she  can  be  better  secured  from  all 
danger  from  ice,  than  in  the  waters  of  the  Dela- 
ware, her  equipments  which  are  already  much  ad- 
vanced, may  be  there  continued  so  far  as  may  be 
consistent  with  economy,  but  the  board  are  of  opi- 
nion that  she  should  be  removed  before  the  boister- 
ous weather  of  autumn  commences.  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant,  (Signed)  J.  CHAUNCEY. 

Hon.  Mahlon  Dickerson,  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Commodore  Barron’s  letter  to  the  navy  commissioners. 

Commandanfs  office,  U.  S.  navy  yard, 
Philadelphia,  12/A  April,  1837. 

Sir:  I received  your  letter  of  instruction,  dated 
23d  ultimo,  relative  to  coppering  the  Pennsylvania, 
and  procuring  the  felt  from  New  York. 

On  consulting  Mr.  Lenthall,  he  stated  that  he  had 
felt  enough  for  the  purpose;  but  I found  that  Mr. 
Humphreys  and  Mr.  Lenthall  are  both  inclined  to 
the  opinion  that  it  would  be  more  safe  to  launch  the 
ship  without  coppering  her;  and  1 am  also  of  that 
opinion — for  I do  not  think  it  possible  that  the  posi- 
tion of  the  bilge-ways  can  be  relied  on,  when  plac- 
ed in  contact  with  so  smooth  a surface  as  copper 
presents,  as  when  wood  and  wood  come  together, 
noT  can  I believe  that  the  copper  can  escape  damage 
under  the  pressuie  that  the  weight  of  the  ship  will 
expose  it  to. 

If.  however,  the  board  of  navy  commissioners  are 
of  a different  way  of  thinking,  and  desire  it,  their 
letter  shall  he  strictly  attended  to,  and  in  due  season. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, JAMES  BARRON. 

To  com.  John  Rogers,  president  board  navy  com- 
missioners, Washington. 

Mr.  Humphreys’  letter  to  the  navy  commissioners. 

Washington,  24 /A  May,  1837. 

Sir:  Having  understood,  while  in  Philadelphia, 
that  the  commissioners  had  directed  the  Pennsyl- 
vania to  be  coppered  before  launching,  I beg  leave 
respect:  ally  to  ask  them  to  reconsider  that  decision. 
It  would  seem  to  be  almost  impossible  to  launch  a 
heavy  ship  where  the  rise  and  fall  of  tide  does  not 
exceed  six  feet,  and  where  there  is  no  depth  of  wa- 
ter to  spare,  without  doing  damage  to  the  sheet  cop- 
per. There  is  greater  risk  in  launching  a coppered 
ship  than  one  without  copper;  and  of  course  less 
danger  where  wood  comes  in  contact  with  wood, 
than  where  wood  comes  in  contact  with  the  polish- 
ed surface  of  copper;  and  as  th.c  ship  must  go  into 
dock  at  Norfolk,  I propose  that  the  coppering  be 
postponed  until  her  arrival  at  that  place. 

While  on  the  subject  of  launching  this  ship,  al- 
low me  to  remark  that  if  I am  io  have  the  direction 
of  the  launch,  or  to  be  associated  with  others  to  per- 
form that  service,  it  is  desirable  to  know  it  as  soon 
as  convenient. 

It  has  been  proposed  to  lay  the  bottom  of  the 
Pennsylvania  with  turpentine  and  tallow,  and  the 
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I submit  to  the  board  the  propriety  of  referring  that 
subject,  and  all  others  connected  with  the  launch, 
to  the  person  or  persons  who  may  be  appointed  to 
launch  that  ship.  I am,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  SAME.  HUMPHREYS. 

Com.  Isaac  Chauncey , president  of  the  board  of  navy 
commissioners. 

Colonel  Page  then  addressed  the  meeting  at  some 
length,  and  eloquently  appealed  to  the  patriotism 
of  the  numerous  assembly  present,  to  sustain  the 
efforts  now  making  in  favor  of  the  shipwrights  and 
other  mechanics  of  Philadelphia,  whose  interests  are 
essentially  involved  in  the  preservation  of  our  navy 


yard,  and  the  placing  it  on  such  a fooling  as  the 
great  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, had  a right  to  demand.  He  concluded  by 
offering  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  una- 
nimously adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting,  deeply  cherishing 
the  recollection  of  the  noble  deeds  of  daring  per- 
formed by  our  gallant  navy  cannot  countenance  any 
measure  calculated  to  affect  its  interests,  or  to  wea- 
ken the  love  the  nation  feels  for  that  branch  of  our 
defence  from  foreign  aggression. 

Resolved,  That  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  can- 
not part  with  the  object  of  their  pride  and  affection, 
the  “big  ship,”  until  she  is  fitted,  (coppering  ex- 
cepted), for  her  future  home  upon  the  mighty  deep; 
neither  safety  nor  economy  requiring  her  departure 
before  she  is  prepared  to  leave  us  in  all  her  glory, 
with  a gallant  crew,  masts  towering  to  the  skies, 
sails  wooing  the  breezes  of  heaven,  and  her  guns 
speaking  a “farewell,”  perhaps  forever. 

Resolved,  That  we  do  protest,  in  the  name  of  our 
city  and  state,  against  the  removal  of  this  noble 
ship  before  her  equipments  are  completed — a mea- 
sure that  must  wound  the  feelings  of  this  commu- 
nity, and  dampen,  if  not  destroy,  the  architeclurat 
pride  of  the  mechanics  employed  in  her  construe- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  the  just  claims  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  intereats  of  the  navy,  re- 
quire the  erection  of  a dry  dock  at  this  station,  a 
measure  called  i'or  by  true  economy,  and  with  a 
view  to  the  proper  encouragement  of  the  science  of 
naval  architecture. 

Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  invoke  our  fellow 
citizens  throughout  the  state,  to  assist  us  in  our  ef- 
forts to  protect  her  interests  and  preserve  her  pride, 
and  we  respectfully  call  upon  them  to  urge  upon 
our  representatives  in  congress  the  propriety  e>f  se- 
curing suitable  appropriations  lor  the  completion  of 
the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  erection  of  a 
diy  dock. 

Resolved , That  a committee  of  five  persons,  in- 
cluding the  chairman.be  appointed  to  address  the 
president  of  the  United  States  (if  necessary),  on 
the  subject,  and  also  to  correspond  with  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  and  the  board  of  navy  commis- 
sioners, for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  their  deter- 
mination in  relation  to  the  said  ship,  and  that  the 
said  committee  be  instructed  to  inform  the  secreta- 
ry and  board,  that  a deep  interest  is  taken  in  this 
matter,  it  is  believed,  by  the  whole  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  have  power  to 
fill  any  vacancies  that  may  arise  in  their  body,  and 
call  future  town  meetings,  if  the  same  shall  be  ne- 
cessary. 

Uol.  Jark  then  addressed  the  meeting,  and  offer- 
ed the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  proper  survey  of  the  bay  and 
river  Delaware,  by  order  of  congress,  and  the  deep- 
ening of  the  channel  at  the  bay,  should  be  imme- 
diately entered  upon  by  that  body,  and  justice  done 
to  this  naval  station. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  next  hill  for  the  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  navy,  by  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  that  we  entertain  the  just  expectation  that 
this  navy  yard  will  receive  such  a proportion  as 
will  do  it  that  justice  which  is  due  to  the  first  me- 
chanics and  shipwrights,  and  best  materials  in  the 
world. 

Col.  John  Thompson  next  addressed  the  meeting, 
with  great  animation  and  fervor,  and  exhorted  the 
meeting  in  the  words  oflhe  lamented  captain  Law- 
rence, “don’t  give  up  the  ship.” 

Mr.  Charles  Brown,  of  the  county,  then  deliver- 
ed a very  animated  and  impressive  address,  gh  ing 
an  account  of  several  naval  stations  in  the  United 
States,  and  comparing  their  relative  advantages  and 
disadvantages  with  that  of  Philadelphia,  entering 
fully  into  tile  skill  and  industry  of  our  mechanics, 
and  asserting  the  right  of  the  state  to  be  heard  in 
this  great  matter,  the  support  of  our  navy  yard,  and 
its  restoration  to  such  a condition  as  w ill  render  it 
of  some  importance  to  Philadelphia,  and  to  the  dis- 
trict of  Soulhw  ark.  He  then  offered  the  follow  ing 
resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  resolutions  adopted 
by  this  meeting,  he  forwarded  to  the  president  of 
the-  United  Slates,  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and 
our  several  representatives  in  congress — that  the 
proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  published  in  all  the 
papers  of  the  stale,  and  that  col.  Page  he  requested 
to  furnish  for  publication  a copy  of  his  address. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned,  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  committee  of  correspondence,  if  they  deem 
it  necessary. 

.ANDREW  M.  PREVOST,  president. 
John  Thompson,  ' 

Patrick  Hayes, 

J.  W.  Ryan,  I 


V.  presidents. 


C.  J.  Jack,  5 


secretaries. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES. 

Indiana  loan.  The  cashier  of  the  branch  of  the 
Indiana  state  bank  at  Lafayette  writes  home  from 
the  east — “We  have  made  a contract,  by  which  we 
consider  the  whole  loan  authorised,  made,  2,030,000 
dollars.”  He  further  states,  that  the  loan  was  ef- 
fected at  a premium  of  from  2 to  3 per  cent. 

Murder.  Yesterday  a deliberate  murder  was 
committed  upon  the  person  of  a Mr.  Rambo,  who 
was  deluded  away  from  town  a mile  or  two,  and 
then  deliberately  shot.  His  murderer  is  apprehend- 
ed and  committed;  his  name  we  have  not  learnt. 
The  deceased  was  in  possession  of  some  informa- 
tion, we  are  informed,  which  it  was  feared  might 
be  made  public,  at  the  expense  of  the  murderer. 

[Cincinnati  Post. 

Misery  and  wretchedness.  The  marine  reporter 
for  the  New  York  Gazette  states  that  “during  the 
past  ten  days,  in  addition  to  the  thousands  of  emi- 
grants which  now  swarm  the  streets  of  New  York, 
more  than  7,000  have  arrived  at  quarantine.  What 
is  to  become  of  them  a merciful  Providence  alone 
knows.  Each  one  has  his  separate  tale  to  disclose, 
and  it  is  generally  heart-rending  to  hear.  The 
streets  which  have  hitherto  been  comparatively  free 
from  beggars,  are  now  filled  with  them.  A chosen 
curse  is  in  reserve  for  the  speculators  who  make  it 
merchandise  to  delude  the  wretched  creatures 
hither.” 

The  following  is  from  the  Evening  Star. 

Horrible  cruelly  and  imposition.  It  is  a fact  that 
ten  alien  passengers,  sick  of  the  small  pox,  were 
yesterday  landed  at  Perth  Amboy,  from  on  board  of 
Br.  brig  Rosebank,  and  placed  in  an  old  barn  there 
as  a hospital;  and  in  a/ day  or  two  the  rest  of  that 
sickly  cargo  of  human  beings  are  by  contract  alrea- 
dy made,  to  be  smuggled  into  New  York,  by  the 
way  of  Hackensack  bridge,  through  the  agency  of 
Mr.  Shaw.  And  we  regret  to  be  compelled  to 
state  that  the  British  ship  Phoebe,  which  sailed 
with  324  passengers,  has  arrived  at  Perth  Amboy, 
nine  having  died  on  the  passage,  and,  as  is  said  on 
hoard  with  starvation: — and  so  poor  and  destitute 
were  1 zO  of  them,  that  the  captain  has  been  com- 
pelled to  support  them  all  from  his  own  means. — 
Here  they  are,  sickly,  starving  and  ignorant.  Who 
is  to  maintain  them?  Some  scenes  of  cruelty  and 
deception  upon  these  passengers  and  others  will 
soon  be  made  public. 

A Smyrna  paper  mentions  that  a firman  has  been 
delivered  by  the  porte  to  gen.  Cass,  American  mi- 
nister at  the  Tuileries,  for  a passage  up  the  Darda- 
nelles for  the  American  frigate  United  States.  Af- 
ter a stay  of  some  weeks  in  Constantinople,  general 
Cass  will  continue  his  journey  into  Syria  and 
Egypt-  It  was  thought  at  Smyrna  that  this  di- 
plomatist has  a political  mission.  Hia  journey  is 
called  a tour  of  Inspection. 

The  archbishop  of  Ephesus  died  suddenly  on  the 
21st  of  April,  in  consequence  of  indigestion,  caused 
it  is  said,  by  the  nature  of  the  food  which  the 
Greeks,  especially  the  priests,  make  use  of  during 
the  strict  season  of  lent. 

Agriculture  of  Maine.  It  is  estimated  by  an  ag- 
ricultural gentlemen  of  Maine,  that  the  product  of 
wheat  in  that  state  this  year  will  be  about  1,600,000 
bushels,  equal  to  320,000  bbls.  of  (lour.  Last  year 
Maine  imported  150  bbls  flour,  and  this  year  she 
will  probably  have  a considerable  amount  to  ex- 
port. 

Education  in  Pennsylvania.  From  a long  report 
in  the  Philadelphia  papers,  we  learn  that  the  annu- 
al expense  of  primary  schools  is  five  hundred  and 
eighty-five  thousand  dollars;  and  this  year,  exceeds 
one  million  dollars,  of  which  hall  is  paid  by  the 
state,  and  the  other  by  taxation.  There  are  forty- 
five  counties  in  which  there  are  academies  (of 
which  only  seventeen  are  in  operation,  and  most  of 
these  in  debt)  which  have  received  aid  from  the 
state  amounting  in  monpy  and  land  to  about  two 
hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  dollars — in  the 
seventeen  in  operation  there  a.e  seven  hundred 
students.  The  incorporated  colleges,  are  fourteen, 
of  which  eleven  only  are  in  operation — total  grants 
to  colleges,  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand 
six  hundred  do] In ra.  [ Boston  Traveller. 

Treasury  of  the  dey  of  Algiers.  The  treasury 
was  paved  with  stone,  for  no  wooden  floor  could 
have  supported  the  weight  of  golden  coins  lying  li- 
terally in  millions,  heaped  up  like  corn  in  a granary, 
several  feet  high  against  the  walls,  the  plaster  of 
which  had  been  wet  when  they  were  shovelled  in, 
hut  when  dry  retained  the  impression  of  them,  and 
made  the  silent  walls  tell  that  they  had  been  print- 
ed by  coins  of  gold-.  In  this  hall  of  Plutus  were 
continued  not  only  some  hundred  thousands  in  gold 
and  jewels,  which  the  dey  look  with  tr'm,  hut  be- 
tween two  and  three  millions  which  the  French 
owned  to  receiving.  Considerable  summit  is  known, 


disappeared  unaccountably  after  the  French  got 
posession  of  them,  but  Mr.  St.  John  suspects  that 
millions  have  been  secreted,  though  not  brought  off, 
by  the  dey  himself. 

[ Campbell’s  letter  from  the  south. 

The  ship  Princess  of  Boston  was  recently  lost  in 
the  Mediterranean,  having  struck  on  a sunken  rock 
in  the  Malta  channel.  The  American  consul  at 
Palermo  writes  that  the  rock  is  not  laid  down  in  the 
charts,  and  that  it  was  at  the  very  spot  where  a vol- 
cano appeared  some  time  ago,  and  shortly  after  dis- 
appeared. 


Passengers.  The  number  of  passengers  who  have 
arrived  at  New  York  from  foreign  places  since  the 
beginning  of  the  present  year,  is  as  follows: 


January,  ... 

836 

February, 

1,278 

March,  ... 

- 2,279 

April, 

3,892 

May, 

- 7,012 

June, 

11,096 

July  to  the  27th, 

- 8,161 

Total, 

34,554 

In  IS36  there  arrived  during  the  same*  months, 
including  the  whole  of  July,  35,685  passengers, 
and  in  the  whole  year,  60,441;  which  is  a greater 
number  than  ever  arrived  before,  in  a similar  pe- 
riod. An  unusual  number  have  this  year  landed  at 
Amboy,  which  is  only  a back  door  for  entering 
New  York. 

Duelling  in  Mississippi.  The  legislature  of  Mis- 
sissippi has  past  a law  against  duelling,  the  pro- 
visions of  which  are  likely,  we  should  think,  to 
cool  the  chivalrous  ardour  of  southern  blood.  The 
principals,  as  well  as  the  seconds,  besides  being 
made  liable  to  fine  and  imprisonment,  are  rendered 
ineligible  to  any  office;  and  in  case  of  the  death  of 
either  party,  the  survivor,  is  held  liable  for  the 
death  of  his  antagonist.  The  estate  of  the  party 
who  falls  in  the  combat  is  to  he  exonerated  from 
such  debts  until  the  surviving  party  be  first  prose- 
cuted to  the  insolvency.  A clause  is  also  introduc- 
ed in  the  law,  against  street  broils  and  rencounters, 
which  is  expected  to  be  equally  efficacious,  and 
another  proscribing,  under  suitable  sanctions,  the 
use  of  deadly  weapons,  except  in  self-defence. 

Brigadier  general  Eustis,  of  the  United  States 
array  has  recently  been  on  a visit  to  Quebec,  and 
was  received  with  distinguished  courtesies  by  the 
British  military  authority  of  that  city.  Sir  John 
Colbourn  the  commander  of  the  forces  was  marked 
and  particular  in  his  attention. 

The  queen  dowager  of  England,  Adelaide,  is 

Said  to  be  laboring  under  rniicumption.  She  is  to 
have  an  allowance  of  £100,000,  (nearly  half  a mil- 
lion of  dollars),  per  annum,  and  Marlborough  house 
to  live  in. 

The  craft.  The  editor  of  the  New  Orleans  Com- 
mercial Herald  compliments  the  members  of  the 
Typographical  profession  in  the  following  hand- 
some style: 

“We  have  been  journeymen  printers;  we  avow 
it  with  pride.  It  is  our  glory  to  be  members  of  a 
body  of  men  who,  for  honesty  of  feeling,  independ- 
ence of  spirit,  and  intellectual  acquirements,  have 
no  superiors  in  society.  We  belong  to  an  art  which 
has  civilized  and  partially  reformed  the  world,  and 
which  will  still  work  greater  and  more  beneficial 
changes  in  the  organization  of  governments.” 

When  the  last  U.  States  direct  tax  was  coilecling, 
two  worthy  fanners  in  the  district  of  the  lion.  R. 
Cutts,  member  of  congress  from  Maine,  much  per- 
plexed about  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  levied, 
determined  not  to  pay  till  they  could  get  their  doubts 
resolved.  On  the.  return  of  Mr.  Cutts  from  Wash- 
ington, one  of  the  farmers  called  on  him  for  an  ex- 
planation of  the  purposes  of  the  government  in 
raising  so  much  money.  After  great  caution  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Cutts,  and  laying  his  constituent 
under  sacred  injunctions  not  to  communicate  so 
important  public  matters  to  any  but  his  worthy 
neighbor,  all  which  was  solemnly  assented  to  by 
the  farmer,  he  was  told  by  Mr.  C.  that  “the  money 

\VOC-  ralecd  4vj  oUjjJJUri  at  * rxr  /tai  J jaa'a-i'anJ.  xxrcxjB. 

uection.”  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  information, 
the  farmer,  rejoicing  at  the  wisdom  and  strength  of 
the  government,  went  directly  to  his  neighbor  and 
told  him  it  was  all  right — the  tax  was  a just  one — 
Mr.  C.  had  informed  him  “it  was  raised  by  govern- 
ment to  support  knavery  and  prevent  the  resur- 
rection, and  he  rejoiced  at  the  object,  only  he 
wished  the  tax  twice  as  large  as  it  was  then.” 

[Boston  Ceniinel. 

Capt.  Charles  Dimmacl ; — Late  of  the  U.  Stales 
army,  has  been  appointed  by  the  war  department, 
United  Statbs  civil  engineer,  for  the  location  and 
construction  of  the  military  road,  authorised  by  a 


late  act  of  congress,  from  the  military  posts  on  the 
Upper  Mississippi,  to  those  on  the  Red  River.  He 
has  set  out  for  St.  Louis,  where  he  is  to  meet  the 
commissioners,  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act, 
to  decide  upon  the  route. 

A curious  case  was  tried  before  the  Conseil 
D’Etat,  on  the  3d  of  June,  and  judgment  pronounc- 
ed on  the  14th.  The  plaintiff  was  M.  Hyde  de 

Nenville,  minister  of  marine  under  Charles  X the 

defendant  was  the  minister  of  finance  under  Louis 
Philippe.  The  action  was  brought  to  recover  the 
sum  of  25,000  francs  advanced  in  1828  to  M.  de 
Hosier,  ecuver  of  Charles  X,  on  the  guarantee  of 
that  monarch,  in  which  it  was  expressly  stipulated 
that  the  pension  or  salary  of  M.  de  Hosier,  even  to. 
ease  of  his  death,  should  remain  pledged  for  the 
repayment  of  this  money,  as  a charge  upon  the 
civil  list.  On  the  expulsion  of  Charles  X,  and  the 
succession  of  Louis  Philippie,  his  minister  of  finance 
refused  to  pay  this  money,  Charles  X,  his  ecuyer 
and  his  civil  list,  having  all  gone  to  the  dogs  to- 
gether. The  court  decided  against  him,  and  de- 
creed the  payment  of  the  money,  holding  the  gua- 
rantee of  the  former  king  to  be  binding  on  the  crown 
and  kingdom. 

Lafayette  and  animal  magnetism.  In  a letter  to 
general  Washington,  we  find  the  curious  anecdote 
of  Lafayette’s  having  once  been  a disciple  of  Mes- 
mer.  Later  in  life,  we  believe  he  altered  his  opi- 
nions of  that  mountebank. 

“A  German  doctor  called  Mesmcr,  having  made 
the  greatest  discovery  upon  animal  magnetism,  he 
has  instructed  scholars,  among  whom  your  humble 
servant  is  called  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic.  I 
know  as  much  as  any  conjurer  ever  did  which  re- 
minds me  of  our  old  friend’s  at  Fishkill  interview 
with  the  devil,  that  made  us  laugh  so  much,  at  his 
house,  and  before  I go,  I will  get  leave  to  let  you 
into  the  secret  of  Mesmer,  which,  you  may  depend 
upon  it,  is  a grand  philosophical  discovery.” 

Pennsijlvania  internal  improvements.  It  appears 
from  the  report  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal  commis- 
sioners, that  the  total  receipts  of  the  canals  and  rail 
roads  belonging  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  during 
the  last  fiscal  year,  was  only  $835,932,  while  the 
expenses  were  $606,860.  Difference,  229,072;  from 
which  deducting  $53,965  for  deficiencies  in  the  mo- 
tive power  fund,  and  $31,000  for  wear  and  tear  of 
locomotives,  and  there  is  left  an  apparent  balance  in 
favor  of  the  state  works,  of  $144,107.  “The  re- 
sult,” says  a writer  in  the  National  Gazette,  “is 
widely  different  from  that  so  continently  promised, 
and  proves  that  the  governor  acted  wisely  w hen  he 
vetoed  the  improvement  hill  of  the  lust  session  of 
the  legislature.” 

Idol  at  Lockport.  A disgraceful  riot,  recently  oc- 
curred at  Lockport,  according  to  the  Buffalo  Journal 
on  account  of  a company  of  circus  riders.  The  vil- 
lage authorities,  it  seems,  had  forbidden  the  perform- 
ance and  refused  a licence,  but  a number  of  the  in- 
habitants were  determined  that  the  play  should  go 
on.  The  civil  officers  opposed  this — and  some 
bloody  noses  and  torn  coats  resulted  tfiereilom. 
The  most  disgraceful  part  of  the  whole  affair,  how- 
ever, was  the  plastering  with  tar  of  the  doors  of  the 
Methodist  and  Presbyterian  churches,  and  the  house 
of  the  president  of  the  board  of  trustees,  by  some 
one  or  more  evil-minded  person  or  persons. 

Caoutchouc  hose.  An  interesting  experiment  took 
place  on  board  the  powerful  floating  engine  belong- 
ing to  the  London  assurance  corporation,  the  other 
day,  in  the  presence  of  the  directors  to  ascertain 
the  strength  of  a newly  invented  hose  made  of 
caoutchouc,  or  Indian  rubber.  A length  of  leather 
hose  and  one  of  Indian  rubber  were  attached  to  the 
engine,  each  furnished  with  a branch  tightly  cork- 
ed. On  working  tlie  engine  for  a short  time  the 
leather  hose,  unable  any  longer  (o  resist  the  accu- 
mulated pressure;  burst  in  the  solid  part  ol  the 
leather,  while  the  Indian  rubber  hose  remained 
firm  and  uninjured;  and  the  engine  itself  became 
disabled  by  the  breaking  of  one  of  its  cranks, 
without  producing  any  effect  upon  the  elastic  ma- 
terial of  which  the  new  hose  is  constructed. 

[Mining  Journal. 

Bacon , cotton  and  tobacco.  The  receipts  this 
season  from  Pittsburgh,  up  to  the  1st  August,  by  the 
Columbia  rail  road,  have  been  as  follows,  viz:  ’ 
Bacon  2,782  hogsheads 

Cotton  597  bales 

Tobacco  573  hogsheads 

Tobacco  is  beginning  to  come  in  more  freely. 
Considerable  supplies  of  cotton  may  be  expected  as 
remittances,  particularly  if  prompt  sales  can  he  ef- 
fected, even  at  low  prices'.  Another  line  of  pack- 
ets ta  iiverpool  would  be  of  great  service  to  this 
city,  by  enabling  the  dealers  here  to  forward  cotton, 
tobacco  and  other  materials  offered  by  their  custo- 
mers in  the  west,  in  place  of  money. 
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Our  removal  to  Washington.  Notwith- 
standing the  short  interval  which  has  elapsed  since 
the  annunciation  of  our  intention  to  remove  this  es- 
tablishment to  Washington  city,  we  have  received 
nearly  one  hundred  editorial  notices  warmly  com- 
mending the  measure,  ami  expressing  the  deepest 
interest  for  our  continued  success.  Thus  strength- 
ened in  our  own  conviction  ot  the  policy  ot  the 
movement,  we  will  commence  our  career  with  an 
unfaltering  spirit;  and  now  return  our  grateful 
thanks  to  our  editorial  brethren  tor  the  kind  and 
generous  spirit  in  which  they  have  spoken  ot  our 
labors  and  of  our  work.  We  will  endeavor  to  de- 
serve tiieir  approbation. 

Jackson.  The  “Rich- 
mond Enquirer”  .ot  the  lotji  ins!,  in  speaking  of 
the  proposed  convention -of  the  banks  to  devise 
means  to  bring  about  a resumpiiui.  o o i a 
incuts,  says — Besides  his  (gen.  Jackson’s)  two  let- 
ters to  the.  editor  of  the  Globe,  the  editor  of  the 
JMississippian  writes  from  Washington: 

“A  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  saw  a letterto- 
day  from  the  ex-president  to  a particular  friend  in 
this  city,  in  which  lie  expressed  his  ‘thankfulness 
for  having  lived  to  see  the  air  bubble  of  the  bank- 
Aig  system  burst,’  and  said,  ‘the  people  now  had  an 
open  field  for  a fight,  and  those  who  now  deserted 
the  cause  of  the  people  for  the  bubble  party,  would 
be  disgraced  forever  in  the  eyes  of  their  country 
and  posterity.’  ” 

Hermitage,  June  5,  1S37. 

Gen.  IK.  Trousdale:* 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  -1th  instant  from  Carthage 
has  just  reached  me,  and  although  laboring  under  a 
bad  headache,  and  other  afflictions,  I hasten  to  an- 
swer it. 

I regret  to  hear  that  Mr.  Campbell  has  charged 
me  with  being  favorable  to  a United  States  bank, 
and  that  I have  advocated  the  constitutionality  of 
such  an  institution.  I have  always  been  opposed 
to  the  United  States  bank  on  constitutional  grounds. 
There  is  no  such  grant  of  power  to  congress,  in 
the  constitution — and  before  congress  can  constitu- 
tionally exercise  such  power,  the  people  must  make 
the  grant.  In  the  convention  that  formed  it,  va- 
p'-’Miositio.ns  were  made  to  introduce  the  grant 
of  power  to  congress  to  create,  corporations,  and 
all  were  reject  id  by  large  majorities;  and  if  the 
power  was  usK.  a „f  the  people,  I as  one  of  them, 
would  now  withhold  it.  The  idea  01  a.  sovereign 
power  granting  a charter  for  a bank  of  stockholders, 
and  then,  (as  was  the  case  of  the  United  States 
bank)  the  same  sovereign  power  that  granted  it, 
becoming  a member  of  that  incorporated  body,  or 
a stockholder,  is  such  an  absurdity,  that  I never 
could  reconcile  it  to  myself- — it’s  a dangerous  com- 
bination of  power  and  never  ought  to  exist. 

Mr.  Webster’s  speech,  as  well  as  that  of  Mr. 
Clay,  in  13X1 — (the  greatest  either  ever  made) 
clearly  shew  that  there  is  no  such  constitutional 
power  granted  to  congress — congress  can,  as  it  did 
before  the  formation  of  this  constitution,  provide"  by 
law  that  the  revenue  should  be  deposited  with  ttie 
collector,  or  any  other  agent  it  may  choose  to  ap- 
point, for  its  safe  keeping,  am!  application  to  the 
use  for  which  the  revenue  was  raise# — but  has  no 
power  to  establish  or  incorporate  a bank  of  issues 
or  stockholders. 

I write  in  much  pain  and  regret  that  young  Mr. 
Campbell  has  done  me  so  much  injustice  as  to  as- 
cribe to  me  such  principles,  and  he  can  produce  my 
plan  of  a bank  if  over  I made  one  to  Congress — it 
must  have  been  accompanied  by  my  message  to  that 
body — but  I expect  he  has  never  seen  such — he 
takes  the  ipse  dixit  of  Mr.  Bell  for  tiie  fact — I sup- 
pose— call  ibr  the  information  of  inv  plan.  You  will 
please  excuse  this  hasty  scroll,  as  I write  it  by  can- 
dle light,  amt  in  much  pain,  and’  am  very  respect- 
fully your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  Jackson. 

Opinions  of  Mr.  Rives  of  Va.  We  have  given 
place  to  a communication  signed  R.  which  origi- 
nally appeared  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  and  very 
generally  believed  to  be  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Rives, 

*Mr.  Trousdale  was  a candidate  for  a seat  in 
congress  at  the  recent  election  in  Tennessee. 
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with  some  comments  thereon  from  the  “Globe,” 
which  will  be  found  of  peculiar  interest  at  this 
time,  and  enable  onr  readers  to  form  some  estimate 
of  the  state  of  parties  on  the  currency  question  at 
the  extra  session. 

Mr.  Rives  is  said  to  be  the  author  of  a commu- 
nication signed  “Camillas,”  which  also  appeared 
in  the  Enquirer, — the  first  of  a series  of  essays  in 
which  the  grounds  assumed  in  the  communication 
alluded  to  above,  will  be  illustrated  and  maintained 
at  length. 

Tiie  elections.  We  have  before  us  a mass  of 
items  purporting  to  be  returns  of  the  elections  re- 
cently held  in  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Missis- 
sippi, Alabama,  Arkansas,  Kentucky  and  Indiana— 
but  they  are  so  confused  and  contradictory  that  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  state  particulars  with  any 
datfrMn  <.f  -.ooiiraoj/.  The  following  general  state- 
ment must  suffice  for  the  present,  as  in  our  next  we 
will,  no  doubt,  be  able  to  present  details. 

In  North  Carolina  the  whigs  have  gained  one 
member,  losing  none.  Two  districts  to  be  heard 
from.  At  an  election  held  on  Thursday  the  10th 
instant,  in  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Green  and  Lenoir,  to  supply  the  vacancy  in  the 
state  senate,  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Wm. 
D.  Mo-ely,  (Van  Buren)  we  learn  "that  W.  Harper 
(whig)  is  elected.  This  result  equalizes  the  state 
of  parties  in  the  legislature. 

In  Tennessee.  The  returns  of  the  election  for 
governor,  as  far  as  received,  show  a large  majority 
in  favor  of  Cannon,  (whig)  over  his  competitor 
Armstrong,  (admin.)  and  induce  the  belief  that 
the  whigs  have  also  elected  a majority  of  other 
stale  officers.  In  the  congressional  election  the 
whigs  have  gained  two  and  lost  one  member. — 
Mr.  Campbell,  (whig)  has  been  elected  from  Mr. 
Peyton’s  district;  Mr.  Cheatham,  (whig)  over  Mr. 
Cave  Johnson,  (ad.);  Mr.  Bell,  (whig)  and  Mr. 
Polk  (ad.)  were  elected  without  opposition.  A 
son  of  the  late  David  Crockett  lias  been  elected 
from  the  district  formerly  represented  by  his  father, 
and  recently  by  Mr.  Huntsman,  who  declined  a re- 
election. 

In  Mississippi.  The  returns  from  this  state  ren- 
der it  certain  that  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne, 
(ad.)  have  heen  re-elected  to  congress  hy  a hand- 
some majority  over  Prentiss  and  Acee,  (whig.) 

Alabama..  The. rein rns  frou  this  state  are  very 
incomplete,  but  indicate  a majority  in  favor  of  the 

cxdini nlctratxon . 

In  Arkansas.  Archibald  Yell,  (ad.)  has  been 
re-elected  without  organised  opposition.  The  elec- 
tion excited  but  little  interest:  The  Little  Rock 
‘•Times  and  Advocate”  says — “Hon.  A.  Yell,  can- 
didate for  congress  from  this  slate,  received  three 
votes  in  the  populous  county  of  Chicot.  In  Inde- 
dependence none,  Johnson  none,  Monroe  none,  and 
how  many  other  counties  have  followed  suit  we 
have  not  yet  learned.  Pulaski  county  gave  him 
2-1  votes,  until  col.  Horner  was  started  against  him. 
The  vote  stood,  60  Horner  and  66  Yell,  when  the 
polls  closed.” 

In  Kentucky,  as  far  as  heard  from,  eleven  wliio- 
members  of  congress  have  been  elected.  The  same 
party  have  elected  a majority  of  members  of  the 
legislature.  Mr.  Southgate  (whig)  lias  been  elect- 
ed from  the  district  formerly  represented  by  col.R. 
M.  Johnson,  by  a large  majority.  Mr.  Pope  (claim- 
ed by  both  parties)  lias  been  elected  from  the  dis- 
trict formerly  represented  by  Mr.  Hardin,  by  a ma- 
jority of  about  500  votes  over  Mr.  Hardin,  jr.  a son 
of  the  former  representative. 

In  Indiana  the  whigs  have  elected  six  of  the 
seven  members  of  congress  to  which  that  state  is 
entitled,  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Pitcher  (whig)  has 
been  elected  over  Ratliff  Boon  (ad.).  If  tTie  ac- 
count is  true,  the  entire  delegation  in  congress  will 
be  comprised  of  whigs.  Wallace,  the  whig  candi- 
date for  governor,  has  been  elected  by  a considera- 
ble majority. 

The  mandamus.  Circuit  court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  for  the  county  of  Washington.  Unit- 
ed Stales,  at  instance  of  Stockton  Stokes,  vs. 
Amos  Kendall,  postmaster  general. 

Monday,  August  H.  The  court  adjourned  at  its 
last  sitting  to  meet  this  day.  It  met  accordingly, 
at  about  1 1 o'clock.  When  we  came  into  court, 


Mr.  R.  S.  Coxe  was  addressing  it;  the  tenor  of  hi3 
remarks  appeared  to  be  directed  to  proving  that  no 
appeal  lay  from  the  order  of  a peremptory  manda- 
mus by  tiie  court,  and  against  the  insufficiency  of 
the  bond  given  hy  the  postmaster  general,  which 
was  a sum  double  the  amount  of  the  costs,  whilst 
the  learned  gentleman  contended  that  it  should 
have  been  for  double  the  amount  of  the  sum  in 
controversy,  costs,  8ec.  The  court,  after  sitting  a 
short  time,  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at 
10  o’clock. 

Tuesday,  Avg.  15.  At  the  opening  of  the  court 
this  morning,  Mr.  Key  appeared  for  the  postmaster 
general,  and  replied,  in  a speech  of  considerable 
length,  to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  R.  S.  Coxe,  who 
yesterday  addressed  the  couit  in  behalf  of  the  re- 
lators, contending  that  the  bond  given  by  the  post- 
master general  was  insufficient  to  carry  the  case  to 
the  supreme  court,  it  having  been  given  for  costs 
only.  Mr.  Key,  in  his  reply,  insisted  that  the  bond 
was  sufficient.  In  the  course  of  his  pleading,  the 
learned  counsel  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  writ 
of  mandamus  ought  to  be  quashed.  The  court, 
however,  decided  that  the  case  must  go  to  the  su- 
preme court  for  final  adjudication,  and  tiiat  the  bond 
given  by  the  postmaster  general  was  sufficient. — 
After  delivering  this  opinion  the  court  adjourped 
until  the  fourth  Monday  in  November  next, 

From  Florida.  . A letter  to  the  editors  of  the 
Baltimore  American  communicates  the  following 
intelligence,  under  date  of 

Tampa  Bay,  July  31,  1837. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  Washington,  general 
Jesvp  (now  on  a tour  of  inspection  of  the  posts  be- 
tween this  and  St.  Augustine)  has  directed  major 
Thompson,  of  Gth  United  States  infaaH'y,  to  take 
command  at  this  post,  relieving  colonel  Miller,  of 
the  marine  corps,  who  embarks  for  Philadelphia. 
The  command  of  the  corps  devolves  on  captain 
William.  Dulaney,  all  his  seniors  having  solicited 
and  obtained  leave  to  return  to  the  north.  Captain 
D’s  junior  officers  are,  brevet  captain  Macomber, 
lieutenant  I.  L.  C.  Watkins,  lieutenant  Caldwell, 
lieutenant  Young  and  lieutenant  Watson.  Assist- 
ant surgeon  Byrne  is  here,  in  good  health,  doing- 
duty  with  the  corps.  Lieutenant  Whitney  escorted 
general  Jesup,  with  his  command,  to  St.  Augustine, 
and  is  now  with  the  general,  on  his  return  to  this 
post,  at  Fort  "King. 

Major  Thompson,  of  6th  infantry,  and  major 
Byrch,  ot  the  4th  infantry,  and  their  commands,  ar- 
rived here  a few  days  since,  the  first  from  Fort 
Dade  and  the  latter  from  camp  at  Lake  Thronota- 
sassy,  both  ot  which  are  abandoned  tortile  present 
on  account  of  sicknees — one-half  to  three-fourths  of 
the  soldiers  being,  on  the  sick  reports. 

^ The  mail  rider  passes  between  this  post  and  Fort 
King  without  molestation;  indeed,  it  is  reported 
that  the  hostile  chiefs  have  given  positive  orders 
not  to  molest  any  white  person.  But  Indian  Lea-  ■ 
cliery  is,  nevertheless,  well  remembered,  and  this 
post  is  as  securely  guarded, as  if  1,000  Indians  were 
within  five  miles.  The  Indian  found  some  weeks 
since  at  Fort  Foster,  called  Bowlegs,  is  yet  kept 
here;  he  is  said  to  be  the  best  guide  of  the  Setni- 
noles,  knowing  all  their  trails  and  fastnesses,  and 
no  doubt  wiil  be  compelled  to  render  tile  array 
sendee  in  that  way  hereafter. 

■Neapoliton  indemnity.  The  fourth  instal- 
ment due  on  the  8th  June  last,  under  the  treaty 
with  Naples  has  been  punctually  paid  by  the  latter 
government,  and  has  reached  the  hands  of  the  U.  S. 
agent  at  Paris. 

From  the  Upper  Mississippi.  The  loway 
(Upper  Mississijjjj.)  News  of  the  22d  ult.  says: 
“On  Tuesday  evening  last,  the  Irene  passed  down 
from  St.  Peters,  having  on  board  three  or  four  com- 
panies of  infantry,  heretofore  stationed  at  Prairie 
du  Chien,  bound  for  Jefferson  barracks.  We  un- 
derstand that  the  companies  stationed  at  Fort  Win- 
nebago will  occupy  the  post  at  Prairie  dn  Chien. 

"Some  of  the  passengers  on  the  Irene  stated  that 
the  Indians,,  amounting  to  five  or  six  hundred,  Lad 
assembled  at  Fort  StieJIing,  and  many  more  were 
expected  to  be  in  soon.  It  was  thought  doubtful 
that  a treaty  could  he  concluded,  as  the  Indians 
seemed  averse  to  selling  their  lands. 
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“We  will  be  enabled  to  give  an  early  account  of 
their  proceedings,  as  the  senior  editor  of  this  paper 
is  up  there,  and  will  be  present  during  the  commis 
sioner’s  stay.” 

Population  of  Massachusetts.  The  ab- 
stract of  the  official  returns  of  the  census  of  the 
population  of  all  the  cities  and  towns  of  this  state, 
as  existing  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1837,  pre- 
pared by  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  gives 


Counties,  ° 

Population. 

Suffolk, 

. 81,984 

Essex,  . 

93,639 

Middlesex, 

. 98,565 

Worcester, 

96,551 

Hampshire, 

. 30,413 

Hampden, 

33,627 

Franklin,  . 

. 2S,655 

Berkshire, 

39,101 

Norfolk,  . 

. 50,399 

Bristol, 

5S,  152 

Plymouth, 

. 46,253 

Barnstable,  , 

31,109 

Dukes, 

3,785 

Nantucket,  . 

9,048 

701,331 

Boston  is  in  the 

county  of  Suffolk,  and  contains 

>,325  inhabitants. 

Note.  “The  inmates  of  the  state  prison,  of  the 
several  hospitals,  jails  and  houses  of  correction,  and 
the  students  in  colleges,  academies  and  high  schools, 
not  belonging  to  the  towns  in  which  said  colleges, 
academies  or  high  schools  are  located,  and  state  pau- 
pers,” were  not  enumerated  in  the  talcing  of  the 
census. 

A battle  in  West  Florida.  The  Alabama 
Irwington  Herald,  (slip),  of  July  18th,  states  that 
information  has  been  received  by  a gentleman  from 
Marianna,  that  another  severe  battle  had  taken  place 
between  the  whites  and  Indians,  in  which  the  latter 
were  defeated  with  great  slaughter.  Lo3S  of  the 
whites,  five  killed  and  several  wounded.  It  would 
appear  that  these  Indians  are  the  fugitive  Creeks, 
who,  driven  out  of  Georgia  and  Alabama  by  Well- 
born and  others,  have  collected  in  West  Florida  to 
the  number  of  about  500,  at  the  heads  of  the  Es- 
cambia and  Black  Water  bays.  At  these  places 
they  find  tribes  hitherto  friendly,  and  are  awaiting 
with  them  the  completion  of  their  crops,  to  renew, 
it  is  feared,  hostilities  in  the  fall. 

The  Kenawha  salines — Virginia.  The  Ke- 
nawha  salines  commence  about  three  miles  above 
Charleston,  and  extend  on  both  sides  of  the  river, 
about  15  miles  up  the  stream.  The  wells  from  which 
the  saltwater  is  raised,  are  upon  the  very  margin  of 
the  river,  and  are,  on  an  average,  about  400  feet  in 
depth.  The  water  is  raised  by  steam  and  hnreo  pow- 
er. -About  eo  gallons  ai e required  to  make  a bushel 
of  salt.  The  only  fuel  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
it  is  coal,  which  is  brought  on  rail  ways  from  the 
neighboring  hills,  at  a cost  of  from  one  and  a half 
to  two  and  a half  cents. 

The  whole  of  these  salines  are  now  under  the 
■control  of  a company,  who  have  a uniform  price  for 
‘their  salt,  and  who  manufactured,  I am  informed, 
upwards  of  two  millions  of  bushels  in  the  year  1836. 
■But  as  l cannot,  according  to  the  plan  of  my  cor- 
respondence, be  attic,  even  in  this  salt  region,  I will 
■pass  on.  [ Correspondence  of  the  Cin.  Chron. 

The  north  eastern  boundary.  The  lieu- 
tenant governor  of  New  Brunswick  has  issued  the 
following  proclamation,  forbidding  the  cutting  of 
timber  on  the  lands  on  the  border  of  that  .province 
and  the  state  of  Maine,  which  are  claimed  by  the 
two  governments. 

By  his  excellency  major  general  sir  John  Harvey, 

K.  C.H.  and  C.  B.  lieutenant  governor  and  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, &e.  &c.  &c. 

J.  Harvey,  lieut.  governor. 
a proclamation. 

Whereas  notwithstanding  repeated  public  notice 
heretofore  given,  by  which  all  persons  were  strictly 
commanded  to  abstain  from  cutting  timber,  or  in  any 
other  manner  trespassing  on  the  \\ij0  lands  within 
this  province,  lying  to  the  eastward  onmd  contiguous 
to  the  boundary  line,  at  present  in  dispute  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  known  under  the  denomination  of  the  “disputed 
territory;”  individuals  in  violation  thereof,  have 
from  time  to  time  been  guilty  of  cutting  and  making 
timber,  and  otherwise  trespassing  thereon. 

In  order  effectually  to  prevent  a repetition  thereof 
in  future,  I do  hereby  foibid  all  and  every  person 
and  persons  from  occupying  any  part  of  the  same 
wilderness  lands  or  in  any  manner  trespassing  there- 


on, by  cutting  timber  or  otherwise,  and  every  offen- 
der in  the  premises,  will  be  forthwith  prosecuted  to 
the  utmost  extremity  of  the  law,  and  no  compro 
mise  will  hereafter  be  made  with  them  under  any 

circumstances. 

The  warden  appointed  by  his  majesty’s  govern- 
ment to  superintend  and  watch  over  the  said  terri- 
tory, is  also  hereby  enjoined  to  take  all  measures 
within  his  power  to  detect  any  or  all  offenders,  and 
give  the  earliest  information,  that  legal  proceedings 
against  them  may  be  forthwith  adopted. 

And  1 call  upon  all  his  majesty’s  liege  subjects 
within  the  province,  to  he  aiding  and  assisting,  in 
all  things  within  their  power,  to  carry  into  effect 
the  object  of  this  proclamation. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Fredericton 
this  twenty-sixth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty- seven,  and  in  the  eighth  year  of  his 
majesty’s  reign. 

By  his  excellency’s  command. 

Wm.  F.  Odell. 

The  New  Hampshire  republican  state 
convention  met  at  Concord  on  the  20th  ult.— 
Governor  Hill,  the  present  chief  magistrate  of 
that  state,  was  unanimously  nominated  for  re-elec- 
tion. The  following  are  among  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  convention: 

Resolved,  That  our  eminent  follow  tt- 

present  secretary  of  the  treasury,  is,  for  his  ability, 
integrity,  and  firm  adherence  to  democratic  princi- 
ples, entitled  to  the  confidence  of  the  democratic 
party. 

Resolved,  That  the  principles  and  policy  of  (he 
present  administration  of  the  general  government  of 
the  United  States,  are  entitled  to  our  entire  confi- 
dence and  most  cordial  support; — and  to  the  confi- 
dence and  support  of  our  fellow  citizens  in  this 
state  and  throughout  our  country. 

Resolved,  That  in  our  judgment,  congress  has  not 
the  constitutional  right,  nor  is  it  expedient  to  char- 
tiler  a bank  of  the  United  States  upon  the  princi- 
ples on  which  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States 
was  chartered;  and  that  such,  we  doubt  not  is  the 
deliberate  and  solemn  judgment  of  the  democracy 
of  this  state. 

Resolved,  That  the  present  condition  of  the  cur- 
rency evinc'.s  that  the  principles  and  policy  of  the 
late  chief  magistrate  of  the  nation  in  relation  to 
that  subject,  were  correct  and  sound;  and  demand 
that  the  same  policy  be  pursued  with  unwavering 
steadiness  by  the  legislature  of  this  state. 

Great  American  lakes.  Relative  extent  and 
elevation.  Lake  Erie  is  270  miles  long,  60  miles 
wide,  and  130  feet  deep;  its  surface  has  been  ascer- 
tained to  be  about  565  feet  above  tide-water  at  Al- 
bany. The  bottom  445  feet  above  the  surface  o£ 
tide-water. 

Lake  Huron  is  250  miles  long,  averaging  100 
miles  in  bren.Hh,  ooo  feet  doop,  and  its  surface  near 
595  feet  above,  and  the  bottom  305  below  the  sur- 
face of  tide-water. 

Lake  Michigan  is  400  miles  long,  50  wide,  about 
900  feet  deep;  its  surface -about  950  feet  above,  and 
the  bottom  305  feet  below  tide-water. 

Lake  Ontario  is  180  miles  long,  40  wide,  500  feet 
deep,  its  surface  231  feet  elevation  above  tide-wa- 
ter at  Three  Rivers,  below  Cape  Vincent.  Bot- 
tom 289  feet  below  the  surface  of  tide-water. 

Lake  Superior  is  -ISO  miles  long,  averages  ICO 
miles  in  breadth,  900  feet  deep,  and  its  surface  648 
feet  above  tide.  Bottom  305  feet  below  the  sur- 
face of  tide-water. 

Green  Bay  is  about  100  miles  long,  20  miles 
wide.  Elevation  the  same  as  Huron  and  Michi- 
gan, and  depth  unknown. 

Home  trade.  From  the  Cleveland  (Ohio)  He- 
rald, Aug.  5.  For  the  information  of  those  readers 
who  may  like  such  statistics,  we  have  condensed 
tile  monthly  statements  heretofore  published  by  us, 
of  the  receipts  at  this  port  of  the  leading  articles  of 
produce  through  the  Ohio  canal,  up  to  the  31st  of 
July;  and  they  are  shown  below,  compared  with 
the  recepts  of  the  same  articles  during  the  same 
period  last  year: 

“ ' ' 18-37.  Inc.  Dec. 

317,395  195,802 
208,797  40,503 
81,943 

100,458  4,172 

35,155 
5,919 


In  t!«  articles  of  flour,  butter  and  tobacco,  afall- 
ing  off  is  exhibited,  white  the  articles  of  wheat, 
corn,  pork,  whiskey,  lard  and  coal  have  increased 
considerably  this  year.  The  receipts  of  bacon  are 
enormous  this  year,  something  over  1,200  tons. 

We  annex  another  statement  showing  the  amount 
of  some  kinds  of  property  cleared  up  to  the  1st  of 
July  in  each  year,  by  the  canal. 


Articles. 

1836. 

1837. 

Inc. 

Barrels  salt, 

4,333 

15,215 

10,882 

“ fish, 

3,143 

3,997 

854 

Pounds  md’se  5,51 6,2631 

!, 120, 059 

2, 

“ fur’ture  548,553 

822,727 

274,174 

<ff  gyp3: 

'm  890,759 

923,133 

32,374 

Feet  lumber  137,554 

9S5.352 

847,798  ■ 

M.  shiijg 

;les  756 

1,530 

774 

Dec. 


2,396,104 


Articles.  1836 
Bushels  wheat,  121,593 
“ corn,  163,294 
“ oats,  no  return 
Barrels  flour,  104,630 
“ pork,  12,362 
“ whiskey,  4,126 
Pounds  bacon  no  ret’ns  2,458,842 

“ lard,  604,886  3,249,948  645,062 
“ butter,  113,663  85,114 

Bushels  coal,  3S,409  68,937  29,428 

Hhds.  tobacco,  2,027  651 


22,793 

1,793 


28,554 

1,37C 


Death  of  Frederick  Bangs,  jr.  Extracts 
of  a letter  from  D.  W.  Smith,  esq.  United  States 
consul  at  Matamoras,  dated  July  1,  1837,  to  the 
secretary  of  state. 

“It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  inform  you  of 
the  death  of  Frederick  Bange,  jr.  who  was  shot  by 
a soldier  on  the  night  of  the  23d  ult.  in  the  public 
road,  a few  leagues  below  this  city.  The  circum- 
stances of  this  melancholy  occurrence,  as  they  have 

been  communicated  to  me,  1 --  ~rr 

that  the  deceased  bad  been  at  the  "month  ol  the  ri- 
ver, and  was  returning  homo  about  10  o’clock  at 
uigiHj-m  company  with  col.  Bradburn,  capt.  Pather- 
son.  and  a Mr.  Bruno  Lessano,  when  they  were 
commanded  (o  halt  by  a guard  of  soldiers  conceal- 
ed in  the  bushes  on  the  road  side,  for  the  purpose, 
it  is  said,  of  looking  out  for  robbers.  The  party 
all  stopped  immediately,  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Bange,  whose  horse,  it  is  supposed,  being  alarmed 
at  the  noise,  sprung  a few  paces  ahead  of  the  others, 
when  Ihe  officer  of  the  guard  commanded  the  sol- 
diers to  fire  on  him. 

The  first  fire  was. given  by  a soldier  from  behind, 
which  proved  ineffectual;  another  soldier  in  advance 
came  up  instantly  within  a few  feet  of  the  deceas- 
ed, and  shot  him  through  the  head,  without  the  de- 
ceased having  attempted  any  resistance  whatever. 
It  also  appears  that  col.  Bradburn  afterwards  appli- 
ed to  the  officer  of  the  guard  for  a corporal  and  two 
men  to  watch  the  corpse,  until  he  would  go  to  his 
house,  a short  distance  off,  for  the  necessary  assist- 
ance to  conduct  it  thither,  which  reasonable  request 
was  peremptorily  refused. 

“The  deceased  was  a citizen  of  the  United  States 
and  a merchant  of  this  city.  He  left  a partner,  who 
remains  in  possession  of  his  effects.  His  father,  I 
am  informed,  resides  in  the  vicinity  of  New  York, 
and  is  expected  here  in  one  of  the  first  vessels  from 
the  United  States.”  [Globe. 

Case  of  Dixon.  Much  anxiety  is  manifested 

to  tho  decision  ut  tiie  court  ol’  errors  in  tills  case. 
The  court  opens  in  this  city  next  month.  As  this 
case  will  establish  a precedent  for  all  mu -y  similar 
fioza  allien  mere  win  De  appeal,  botn  parties 
will  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  the  question  as  to  the 
constitutionality  of  the  de  homini  replegiando  should 
be  decided,  the  great  object  had  in  removing  the 
proceedings  from  before  the  recorder.  As  many 
erroneous  statements  have  gone  abroad,  the  follow- 
ing copies  of  the  notice  of  motion,  and  tire  rule  or- 
dered by  the  chief  justice,  will  show  the  true  situa- 
tion of  the  case  as  it  now  remains. 

[ N . T.  Times. 

Supreme  court. 

Walter  T.  Allender,  ads.  William  Dixon. 

Sir:  Please  to  take  notice  that  I shall  move  the 
justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  of  the 
people  of  tile  state  of  New  York,  at  the  capital  in 
tile  city  of  Albany,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  August, 
1337,  at  the  opening  of  the  court  on  that  day,  or  as 
soon  thereafter  as  counsel  can  be  heard,  upon  the 
affidavit  and  papers,  copies  of  which  are  herewith 
and  hereafter  to  be  served  upon  you,  for  an  order 
setting  aside  all  the  proceedings ’in  this  court,  for 
irregularity,  and  as  being  contrary  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  the  laws  of  the  con- 
gress of  the  U.  States,  or  superseding,  or  quashing 
said  writ  issued  in  such  matter,  or  for  sue!)  further 
or  other  relief  as  the  court  may  grant,  in  the  pre- 
mises, 

Ruled , New  York.  July  17,  1837, 

Yours,  &c.  John  A.  Morrill, 

aify  for  Waller  T.  Allender. 

To  JI.  Dressers,  cs/).  ait’yfor  Dixon. 

In  supreme  court,  August  2,  1837. 

Walter  T.  Allender,  claimant,  ads.  Wm.  Dixon, 
alleged  fugitive.  J.  A.  Morrill,  attorney.  A motion 
having  been  made  in  this  case  to  quash  the  writ 
‘de  homini  replegiando,’  issued  therein,  and  after 
Mr.  Van  Vechten  of  counsel  for  claimant,  and  Mr, 
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Dresser  in  opposition.  It  is  ordered  that  the  de- 
cision of  the  motion  be  suspended  until  the  next 
special  term  of  this  court,  and  that  in  the  mean 
time  the  attorney  for  the  said  William  Dixon  have 
leave  to  prepare  and  serve  his  declaration;  and  the 
attorney  for  the  said  Walter  T.  Allender  plead  the 
proceedings  under  the  law  of  congress,  before  the 
recorder,  to  which  the  plaintiff  shall  demur,  with  a 
view  to  the  formal  judgment  of  the  supreme  court, 
and  the  removal  of  the  same  to  the  court  for  the 
correction  of  errors,  for  a final  decision,  upon  the 
constitutional  question  in  this  motion;  and  that  the 
record  presented  to  the  chief  justice  for  his  exami- 
nation and  settlement  before  the  judgment  be  en- 
tered thereon.  [A  copy.] 

Jno.  Keyes  Paige,  clerk. 

Negro  Ephraim.  This  man  was  claimed  by 
Thomas  E.  Sobers,  of  Frederick  county,  Maryland, 
as  his  slave,  fie  was  taken  on  a warrant,  and 
brought  before  judge  Fox  on  the  19th  July.  His 
counsel  stated  that  he  was  willing  to  go  on  so  far  as 
to. hear  the  nroof  fin  the  part  of  the  claimant,  but 
said  lie  had  witnesses  that  he  wished  an  opportuni- 
ty to  bring  forward.  The  judge  then  upon  the  affi- 
davit of  Ephraim  that  he  had  an  absent  witness, 
adjourned  the  hearing  to  the  first  day  of  August, 
with  the  express  declaration,  that  when  the  case 
commenced,  lie  would  give  no  further  adjournment 
to  either  party.  On  the  first  of  August,  the  parties 
appeared  again  before  the  judge,  and  declared  their 
readiness  to  proceed.  Mr.  Griffiths  for  the  claim- 
ant opened  the  case.  He  stated  that  he  was  ready 
t^shew  that  this  man  was  born  a slave,  and  that 
]\W.  Sellers  became  possessed  of  him  by  the  law7  of 
Maryland.  The  judge  here  told  Mr  Griffiths  that 
his  first  step  would  be  to  show  the  law  of  Maryland, 
under  which  Ephraim  owed  service  to  the  claimant. 
That  the  words  of  the  law  w'ere  that  it  must  be  prov- 
ed to  the  satisfaction  of  the  judge  that  the  person 
arrested,  under  Vie  laws  of  the  stale  from,  which  he 
fled,  owed  service  or  labor  to  the  person  claiming 
him.  Mr.  Griffiths  then  offered  in  evidence  a vo- 
lume purporting  to  be  the  laws  of  Maryland.  It  was 
objected  to  by  the  counsel  for  Ephraim,  because  it 
did  not  appear  to  have  any  mark  of  having  been 
printed  or  published  by  public  authority;  and  after 
argument  the  court  sustained  the  objection.  They 
said  that  the  hook  offered,  upon  its  face,  as  'far  as 
they  had  examined  it,  appeared  tobe  the  work  of  a 
irivate  hand,  and  had  no  mark  of  being  sanctioned 
ay  public  authority.  Mr.  Griffiths  then  asked  for 
further  time.  This  was  objected  to  by  Ephraim’s 
counsel,  and  the  judge  discharged  him  from  the 
warrant.  f Doyles  town  (Pa.)  Democrat. 

Outrage.  On  Saturday  afternoon  last  a gentle- 
man from  the  state  ui'  N c'w  York,  arrived  ill  our 
■village  on  business.  The  person  whom  he  wished 
to  see  not  being  at  home,  he  waited  for  his  return. 
As  he  was  passing  up  the  main  street  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  a mulatto  fellow  assaulted  him  without 
the  slightest  notice  or  provocation.  He  first  kicked 
and  struck  him,  and  then  gave  him  a second  blow 
on  the  face,  which  cut  it  severely,  and  as  the  gen- 
tleman tried  to  escape  by  running,  the  fellow  was 
about  to  throw  a large  stone  at  him.  He  was  de- 
terred from  this  by  some  gentlemen  of  the  village 
calling  upon  him  not  to  throvv.  The  scoundrel 
made  his  escape,  but,  as  it  was  deemed  essential  to 
the  character  of  the  county,  and  the  safety  of  its 
oitizens,  and  those  who  have  business  with  them, 
that  this  outrageous  act  should  not  go  unpunished, 
a number  of  gentlemen  went  in  pursuit,  and  he  was 
arrested  on  Monday,  in  one  of  the  abolition  dens 
in  Buckingham,  and  committed  by  justice*  Snyder, 

It  seems  that  the  pretext  for  this  assanlt  was  that 
the  mulatto  thought  the  gentleman  had  come  after 
slaves.  We  learn  that  at  his  examination  before 
the  justice,  he  said  that  he  would  not  have  done  the 
act,  but  that  he  was  encouraged  to  it  by  some  whits 
men.  He  refused  however  to  name  them.  If  this 
be  true,  and  we  see  no  reason  to  doubt  it,  then  we 
think  it  is  strong  proof  that  the  negroes  who  came 
here  last  week,  with  murderous  designs  against  the 
laws,  were  instigated  by  white  abolitionists.  That 
the  criminal  nnfc  r.r  ilinca  n 're f rli pH  negroes  are  the 
direct  effects  of  the  lessons  and  excitement  produc- 
ed by  abolitionists  cannot  be  doubted,  by  those  who 
have  seen  the  inflammatory  articles  in  the  late 
numbers  of  the  Intelligencer,  or  heard  the  recent 
abolition  lectures  in  the  academy,  or  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  abolition  party  generally,  and  also  those 
who  contend  lor  negro  equality  and  their  right  to 
v°te.  [ Doylestown  (Pa.)  Democrat. 

All  of  tiif.  olde.n  time.  A writer  in  the 
National  Intelligencer  gives  the  following  account 
of  a remarkable  character.  He  says — 

“To-day  as. I was  standing  on  Pennsylvania  Ave- 
nue, my  attention  was  caught  by  the  approach  of  a 


venerable  looking  negro  in  a military  coat  of  blue 
and  bull",  with  large  metal  buttons  of  the  true 
revolutionary  stamp.  Supported  by  two  staves 
which  he  bore  in  his  hands,  his  step  was  feeble  and 
slow.  Time,  which  had  spared  him  as  the  me- 
mento of  a former  age,  had  bleached  to  a snowy 
whiteness  the  woolly  honors  of  his  head.  I ac- 
costed him,  and  learnt  from  his  story  that  he  was 
now  one  hundred  and  ten  years  old:  that  he  was 
seven  years  a servant  of  general  Washington;  that 
he  was  with  him  at  the  battle  of  Yorktown,  and 
that  the  coat  he  wears  was  the  gift  of,  and  had  been 
worn  by  his  revered  master. 

The  old  man’s  name  is  John  Carey.  I and  two 
or  three  others  who  gathered  round,  made  him  a 
trifling  present,  for  which  he  seemed  very  grateful; 
and  warmly  invoked  the  blessing  of  heaven  upon 
us.  When  asked  why  he  did  not  sell  his  coat,  for 
which  many  people  would  pay  him  a high  price,  he 
said  no,  though  lie  was  very  poor,  and  often  suf- 
fered for  bread  to  eat,  no  money  would  buy  that  from 
him.  He  said  he  had  applied  for  a pension  but 
never  could  obtain  one.  If  his  story  be  true,  (and 
it  can  easily  be  tested),  congress  ought,  by  accla- 
mation, to  vote  h!™  71  support  for  the  remnant  of 
ms  days  from  the  public  treasure. 

Flour  combination.  The  Buffalo  Journal  of 
the  1st  says  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
notwithstanding  the  immense  yield  of  the  grain 
crops  this  season  the  manufacturers  ar.d  dealers  in 
flour  are  busily  at  work  to  forestall  and  buy  up  the 
market.  The  extent  of  ramification  of  this  secret 
combination  is  incredible  and  their  resources  am- 
ple. 

We  could  name,  we  believe  a single  bank  for  in- 
stance eastward  of  us,  which,  within  a few  days  has 
engaged  to  make  discounts  to  the  amount  of  at  least 
.$140,000  to  three  individuals  for  the  purchase  of 
wheat — and  the  agents  of  which  individuals  have 
already  passed  through  this  city  and  gone  west  to 
purchase  wheat  of  the  new  crop. 

We  could  also  name  an  association  of  individuals 
in  another  part  of  our  state,  who  already  own  one 
bank  in  Michigan  and  another  in  the  valley  of  th^ 
Scioto,  Ohio,  if  not  indeed  other  banks,  whose 
agents  are  in  the  field  making  purchases;  to  say 
nothing  of  the  dozens  of  other  large  milling  estab- 
lishments who  have  their  agents  scattered  in  all 
directions,  and  whose  means  obtained  from  a large 
number  of  banks  which  are  completely  at  their  con- 
trol, are  of  the  most  ample  kind.  And  further,  we 
think  we  could  designate  from  seven  to  ten  bank- 
ing institutions  in  this  state  which  are  the  mere 
e. re.nl u res  nf  these  monopolists  and  three-fnnrllio  faf 
whose  discounts  are  either  directly  -or  indirectly 
made  to  these  men,  and  whose  demand  they  dare 
not  at  any  tiuie  gainsay.  And  further  still  we  most 
conscientiously  believe  that  an  effort  will  be  made 
by  these  monopolists  to  induce  the  bank  commis- 
sioners to  deal  most  rigorously  with  or,  in  the 
words  of  one  of  them,  to  “spur  up”  all  the  western 
banks  at  least  which  will  not  come  into  their  mea- 
sures and  minister  to  their  speculations. 

Opposition.  A Philadelphia  paper  relates  the 
following:  A neighbor  of  ours,  occupying  one  of  a 
range  of  three-story  stores,  and  adjoining  the  cor- 
ner one,  determined  on  adding  a fourth  story  to  his 
building,  for  the  sake  of  room.  Upon  which  he  on 
the  corner,  not  to  be  out-topped,  doffed  his  roof  ami 
rose  a story  also.  This  set  the  former  to  work  again, 
when  the  fifth  story  appeared  above  its  aspiring 
neighbor  on  the  corner,  On  the  following  day,  a la 
Mad.din,  the  competitor  was  alongside  even  up. — 
Anon,  at  it  again  went  neighbor  A.  and  up  rose  the 
sixth  story,  satisfied  that  the  competition  was  at 
length  at  an  end,  when  lo!  up  came  neighbor  B. 
counting  all  six  stories,  upon  which  the  former 
reared  a cupola  above  the  whole,  20  feet  in  height! 
thus  cutting  short  the  opposition;  for  the  corner  be- 
ing unable  to  bear  the  steeple,  B.  gave  up,  fairly  out 
of  breath. 

The  whale  fishery.  The  editor  of  the  Nan- 
tucket Inquirer  (the  right  quarter  for  correct  opi- 
nions on  this  matter)  has  a very  discreet  and  sensi- 
ble article,  showing  that  this  business,  winch  has 
heretofore  given  such  wealth  to  the  gallantry  of 
our  hardy  tars,  is  at  present  a hazardous,  not  to  say 
losing  speculation.  There  is  no  doubt  that  if  any 
can  prosecute  this  trade  with  profit,  it  is  the  brave, 
expert,  calculating  Nantucketers,  whose  daring  on 
the  stormy  seas  of  the  South  Pacific  first  pioneered 
the  worliTto  this,  until  then,  unheard  of  region  of 
buried  wealth. 

If  they  cannot  succeed,  with  all  their  native  and 
acquired  dexterity  in  the  commerce  of  the  har- 
poon, then  would  it  indeed  be  hazardous  in  the  ex- 
treme for  the  aspiring  merchants  of  other  cities, 
with  all  the  ability  and  enterprise  that  belongs  to 


our  naval  character,  to  embark  in  such  expeditions. 
The  editor  furnishes  recent  facts  for  his  arguments, 
by  the  recent  arrival  of  four  whalers,  at  Nantucket 
and  neighboring  ports,  all  of  which  have  been  emi- 
nently unlucky. 

The  aggregate  cost  of  their  outfit  and  insurance, 
$200,000;  share  oi  the  oil  to  officers  and  crew, 
$56,000;  whole  returns,  $107,000;  dead  loss  to  the 
owners,  near  $100,000.  Such,  however,  is  the  rage 
for  this  business,  that  it  is  said  there  are  more  ships 
than  whales  off  the  coast  of  New  Zealand,  yet  this 
and  Japan  are  the  only  sure  grounds.  The  port  of 
Sydney  alone,  in  New  South  Wales,  has  100  ships 
off  New  Zealand,  (he  Navigator  islands,  &c.  Ail 
the  above  furnishes  matter  for  wholesome  reflec- 
tion, and  the  character  of  the  editor,  Mr.  Jenks,  is 
(oo  high  to  imagine  that  his  remarks  are  actuated 
by  any  desire  to  monopolize  the  trade  for  his  own 
islanders.  [IV.  Y.  Star. 

A thing  that  ought  to  be  known.  The 
beecii  tree,  observes  the  Southern  Religious  Tele- 
graph, is  said  to  be  a non-conductor  of  lightning. — 
So  notorious  is  this  fact,  that  the  Indians,  when  the 
sky  wears  the  appearance  of  a thunder  storm  leave 
their  pursuits  and  take  refuge  under  the  nearest 
beech  tree.  In  Tennessee  the  people  consider  it  a 
complete  protection.  Dr.  Becton  in  a letter  to  Dr. 
Mitchel,  states  that  the  beech  tree  is  never  known 
to  be  struck  by  atmospheric  electricity,  while  other 
trees  are  often  shattered  into  splinters.  May  not  a 
knowledge  of  this  fact  afford  protection  to  many 
when  exposed?  And  if  such  are  the  qualifications 
of  this  tree,  may  it  not  be  made  useful  as  a protec- 
tion to  our  dwellings.  [ Cincinnati  Phenix. 

Ploughing  by  steam.  An  English  paper  de- 
scribes au  experiment  of  ploughing  by  steam  which 
took  place  at  Red  Moss,  near  Honvich,  in  the  ear- 
ly part  of  June;  it  is  said  to  have  been  quite  suc- 
cessful. We  will  first  show  the  construction  of  the 
machine,  and  then  the  result  of  the  experiment.  It 
is  described  as  an  engine  that  Is  not  locomotive  but 
remains  stationary  while  the  plough  is  at  work,  and 
“the  plough  is  set  in  motion  by  means  of  two  long 
flexible  belts  of  iron,  revolving  round  two  wheels 
attached  to  the  engine,  and  round  another  wheel  in 
a frame  firmly  fixed  on  the  moss,  at  such  a distance 
from  the  engine  as  may  he  proposed  to  make  (lie 
furrow.  The  end  of  these  belts  are  fixed  to  the 
two  ends  of  the  plough,  and  pull  it  to  and  fro,  for  it 
does  not  turn  in  working,  but  cuts  a furrow  both 
when  it  recedes  from,  and  returns  to  the  engine. 

This  operations  is  described  as  most  satisfactory, 
tko  plough  turning  a furrow  18  inches  broad,  9 
inches  thick,  and  more  man  soo  yards  long  In  less 
than  four  minutes,  and  that  with  a precision  which 
no  common  plough  could  equal.  The  moss,  when 
thus  turned,  is  harrowed,  manured  with  charred  peats 
reduced  to  powder,  and  being  sown  with  grass 
seeds,  or  clover,  produces  excellent  crops  as  was 
very  satisfactorily  proved  by  those  luxuriantly  grow- 
ing on  the  spot.  As  peats  also  serve  admirably  for 
fuel  for  the  engine,  the  moss  itself  supplies  all  the 
requisites  for  its  own  improvement.  The  ingenious 
projector,  Mr.  Parkes,  was  indefatigable  in  explain- 
ing the  particulars  of  his  plan  to  the  gentlemen  who 
had  assembled  to  inspect  it,  and  who  expressed 
themselves  highly  gratified,  as  well  as  impressed 
with  a favorable  opinion  of  its  great  utility. 

Rail  road  ibtprovements.  A-locomolivc  en- 
gine, of  8 wheels,  made  for  the  Beaver  Meadow 
company,  was  tried  last  week  on  their  road.  She 
took  a train  of  cars,  52  in  number,  loaded  with  140 
tons  of  coal,  down  the  road  from  Black  creek, 
branch  of  the  Quakake,  to  Paryville,  on  the  Le- 
high, a distance  of  20  miles,  5 of  which  lie  along 
the  Quakake  valley,  on  a grade  of  250  miles,  part  of 
which  rises  to  95  feet  to  a mile.  15  miles  along 
(he  Lehigh  river  average  about  90  feet  to  a mile.— 
The  descent  wa3  no  way7  surprising,  as  the  road  is 
ail  the  way  descending^But’the  return  shows  the 
improvement  in  (his  motive  power.  Besides 
her  own  weight  and  wit  of  her  tender,  (together 
about  10  Ions),  she  drew  up  the  road  52  empty 
cars,  weighing  about  60  tons,  until  she  reached  the 
95  feet  grade,  in  a curve:  here  she  detached  22 
cars  from  her  train,  and  with  the  remaining  30 
started  anew,  and  carried  them  through  this  heavy 
grade.  The  return  with  52  cars  along  the  Lehigh 
was  quite  easy7,  the  grade  not  averaging  over  20 
feet  to  a mile. 

By  this  ex'periment,  the  doctrine  heretofore 
pretty  currently  established,  that  rail  roads  cannot 
compete  with  canals  for  heavy  transportation,  is 
exploded.  The  average  descent  of  most  of  our 
rivers  (if  rio  other  sites  can  be  found)  present  sites 
for  rail  roads  which  can  with  such  engines  be  made 

to  compete  successfully  with  canals  of  any  size 

Besides,  the  most  satisfactory  proof  was  presented 
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by  this  engine,  of  the  complete  success  of  raising 
ami  keeping  up  steam  by  the  use  of  anthracite 
coal,  for  fuel:  the  doors  of  the  furnace  having  been, 
during  this  experiment,  kept  open  half  the  time. 

It  is  but  just,  in  publishing  these  facts,  to  state, 
that  the  public  is  indebted  to  Messrs.  Garrett  & 
Eastwick,  of  this  city,  for  this  improvement  in  lo- 
comotive power.  [ United  States  Gazette. 

Plumbago.  It  was  lately  stated  in  the  English 
papers,  that  the  celebrated  mine  of  plumbago,  or 
blacklead,  at  Rorrowdale,  in  England,  was  ex- 
hausted, and  that  no  other  source  of  obtaining  this 
useful  mineral  was  known.  It  has  since  been  stat- 
ed, in  some  of  the  papers  of  this  country,  that 
plumbago  can  be  obtained  in  any  quantity  in  the 
vicinity  of  Raleigh,  in  North  Carolina.  To  con- 
firm this  statement,  we  have  pleasure  in  publishing 
the  following  extract  from  a geological  report  made 
to  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina  several  years 
ago,  by  professor  Olmstead,  then  professor  of  chem- 
istry and  mineralogy  at  the  university  of  that  state, 
and  at  present  professor  of  mathematics  in  Yale 
college. 

“This  great  deposite  of  blacklead,”  says  the  pro- 
fessor, “lies  a little  westward  of  Raleigh.  The 
whole  formation  consists  of  a great  number  of  par- 
allel beds,  varying  in  width  from  a few  inches  to 
twenty  feet.  They  lie  in  a singular  variety  of 
isinglass  rock,  (micaceous  schistus),  usually  of 
bright  cherry  red,  but  sometimes  of  a silvery  white 
color.  These  beds  occur  throughout  a space  not 
less  than  three-fourths  of  a mile  wide,  and  ten  miles 
long.  I have  never  read  of  any  mine  of  plumbago 
which  can  compare  in  extent  with  this,  and  have 
reason  to  be  believe  it  i3  the  largest  mine  on  re 
cord.” 

Professor  Silliman  having  had  a specimen  of  this 
plumbago  presented  to  him  by  the  late  judge  John- 
son, of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
said,  “it  is  of  very  fine  quality,  and  appears  well 
adapted  both  for  crayons  and  pots.”  And  profes- 
sor Dewey,  of  Williams’  college,  Massachusetts,  on 
viewing  another  specimen,  declared  “it  was  the 
finest  he  ever  saw.”  [ National  Intelligencer. 

An  ugly  customer.  On  Tuesday  night  of  last 
week,  while  Mr.  Johnson  and  his  assistants  were 
drawing  a gill  net  setlbr  sturgeon  in  the  Delaware 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Rancocu3,  below  Burlington, 
one  of  the  men  finding  his  end  of  the  net  well  sup- 
plied, reached  out  to  help  in  with  his  hand  the  large 
fare,  when  he  thought  he  distinguished  a snapping 
kind  of  noise,  not  usual  in  sturgeon.  Unwilling  to 
trust  his  fingers  where  jaws  were  so  rapidly  wagged, 
and  seeing  by  the  moonlight  an  unusual  fin,  he  with 
his  comrades,  flung  a noose  ronnrl  fb„  t.a  me  nsn, 
and  then  they  rowed  up  to  Dunk’s  Ferry;  when,  on 
dragging  the  net  on  shore,  they  found  that  they  had 
taken  a shark,  about  nine  feet  and  four  inches  long 
with  jaws  large  enough  to  accommodate  the  head 
and  shoulders  of  any  well-made  gentleman;  and  to 
.render  the  accommodation  complete,  there  were  six 
trows  o'f  good  strong  teeth  there,  well  fixed,  and  five- 
eighths  of  an  inch  in  length.  Had  the  company 
been  fishing  with  a shore  net,  so  as  to  have  been 
called  into"  the  water  to  take  out  the  fish,  it  is 
possible  that  the  shark  would  not  have  died  un- 
revenged. 

There  was  found  in  the  stomach  of  the  fish  a 
..whole  shad,  vyhich  he  had  taken,  against  the  statutes 
and  ordinances  regulating  the  taking  of  shad  in  the 
Delaware:  and,  ba.d  he  come- in  the  way  of  some  of 
the  boys  bathing  hr  the  river,  it  is  to  be  apprehend- 
ed that  he  would  have  made  a fatal  exhibition  of  his 
■powers.  The  shark  weighed  700  pounds. 

[U.  S.  Gaz. 

Steamboat  courtesy.  The  brutality  and  in- 
humanity shown  of  late  by  several  steamboat  ruf- 
fians holding  the  rank  of  captain,  makes  it  advisable 
to  show  up  in  honorable  and  conspicuous  colors 
conduct  of  a diametrically  opposite  character. 

The  noble  steam  packet  Georgia,  captain  Rollins, 
arrived  here  early  yesterdava^rning  from  Charles- 
ton and  Norfolk,  having  l^^the  former  city  on 
Saturday  morning.  The  regular  day  of  departure 
of  the  Georgia  was  Friday,  and  she  left  Charleston 
on  that  day  at  the  usual  hour,  but  soon  alter  she 
got  to  sea  she  fell  in  with  the  New  York  steam 
naclcet,  with  some  of  her  machinery  broken.  The 
Georgia  promptly  took  her  in  tow  and  after  a hard 
struggle  with  a high  wind  and  rough  sea,  happily 
suceeded  in  carrying  her  back  in  safety  to  Charles- 
ton. The  Georgia  thus  lost  a day,  but  mote  than 
retrieved  it  by  the  good  action  in  which.it  was  con- 
sumed. Besides  her  own  regular  passengers,  she 
also  brought  on  those  of  the  steam  packet  and  the 
mail  for-  New  York,  all  of  which  were  duly  for- 
warded yesterday  by  the  Citizen’s  Union  line. 

[ Baltimore  American. 


Game  at  the  south.  The  Camden  hunting 
club,  of  Camden,  Georgia,  celebrated  the  anniver- 
sary of  independence  by  a dinner.  The  Brunswick 
(Ga.)  Advocate  says:  They  had  previously  agreed 
to  hunt  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  and  to  kill  all 
kinds  of  game,  which  was  to  be  brought  to  the 
place  of  rendezvous  by  12  o’clock.  The  work 
commenced  early  in  the  morning,  and  the  following 
list -will  show  each  member’s  success:  Maj.  Benj. 
Hopkins,  1 doe,  1 buck,  I otter,  1 alligator.  Maj. 
Alex.  Holzendorf,  1 turkey  hen,  1 rabbit,  1 mocka- 
sin,  1 wild  hog,  3 squirrels.  Mr.  John  H.  Dil - 
worth,  3 old  bucks.  Mr.  Charles  Pratt,  1 buck,  1 
doe,  1 wild  cat.  Capt.  Richard  Floyd,  2 does,  1 
turkey  gobler,  1 wild  bull.  Capt.  Thos.  E.  Har- 
dee, 2 alligators,  1 owl,  1 terrapin,  1 crane.  Mr. 
Louis  Holzendorf,  16  cranes,  5 gannets.  Mr.  Hen- 
ry Floyd,  37  cranes  of  all  kinds  and  colors.  Grand 
total,  9 deer,  2 wild  turkeys,  2 rabbits,  1 morltasin, 
wild  hog,  3 squirrels,  1 wild  cat,  1 wild  bull,  3 
alligators,  1 terrapin,  1 owl,  5 gannets,  55  cranes. — 
This  is  called  a small  amount,  considering  the 
great  quantity  of  game  in  the  neighborhood,  the 
fine  dogs  owned  by  the  club,  and  their  skill  as 
marksmen. 

Important  decision  respecting  mercan- 
tile assignments.  In  chancery,  before  the  vice 
chancellor,  August  7.  In  the  matter  of  the  assign- 
ment of  Seneca  Stewart.  In  the  month  of  April 
last,  Mr.  Stewart  made  an  assignment  for  the  bene- 
fit of  his  creditors  to  Edward  S.  Gould,  Stephen 
Croker  and  Charles  P.  De  Witt.  Messrs.  Gould 
and  Crocker  declined  acting,  and  Mr.  De  Witt  ac- 
cepted the  trust.  An  application  was  thereupon 
made  to  this  court,  upon  an  allegation  of  these 
facts,  and  the  further  allegation,  that  Mr.  De  Witt, 
the  sole  acting  assignee,  was  without  pecuniary 
responsibility,  by  several  of  the  creditors  of  Mr. 
Stewart,  to  appoint  David  C.  Porter  and  James 
Benkard  as  assignees  in  place  of  those  who  had  de- 
clined, to  execute  the  trusts  contained  in  the  as- 
signment, in  conjunction  with  Mr.  De  Witt.  Af- 
ter argument  and  while  the  matter  was  under  ad- 
visement, the  solicitor  for  the  petitioners,  by  the 
•o»isent  of  all  the  parties  except  Mr.  Stewart,  on 
the  17th  of  July  last,  entered  an  order  appointing 
Messrs.  Benkard  and  Porter  as  assignees,  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  De  Witt. 

On  the  1st  instant  an  application  was  made  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  Stewart,  by  Mr.  D.  Graham,  jr.  as 
his  counsel,  to  vacate  the  order  of  the  17th  of  July, 
as  being  irregularly  entered,  and  on  the  ground  that 
the  court  had  no  power  by  law  to  make  such  an 
order.  He  contended  that  where  there  are  more 
assignees  than  one,  all  of  whom  but  one  rWline 
acting,  the  trust  vested  entirely  in  that  one,  and 
that  although  the  court  might  remove  him  for  good 
cause,  and  appoint  another  in  his  place,  yet  that  so 
long  as  he  continued  to  act,  no  authority  existed  to 
associate  others  with  him  in  the  execution  of  the 
trusts  contained  in  the  assignment;  and  that  by  the 
declension  of  those  associated  with  him  in  the  as- 
signment the  acting  assignee  stood  in  the  same 
situation  as  if  he  alone  had  been  originally  appoint 
ed. 

Mr.  Charles  Graham,  for  the  creditors  and  the 
newly  appointed  assignees,  contended  that  this 
court  had  the  right  to  make  the  appointment  in 
question,  and  that  in  this  case  it  was  necessary,  in 
order  to  protect  the  assigned  property,  which,  to- 
gether with  the  interests  of  the  creditors,  owing  to 
the  irresponsibility  of  the  remaining  assignee,  might 
otherwise  materially  suffer. 

The  vice  chancellor,  after  faking  time  to  consi- 
der, decided  that  the  order  was  improperly  entered, 
and  so  long  as  one  of  the  assignees  originally 
appointed,  accepted  the  appointment,  the  declen- 
sion of  the  others  gave  the  court  no  authority  to 
interfere  by  appointing  others  in  their  stead.  The 
whole  estate  vested  in  the  assignee  who  had  ac- 
cepted, subject  to  the  trusts  declared  in  the  assign- 
ment, and  subject  also  to  the  right  of  the  court  to 
remove  him  upon  a proper  case  being  made  out  for 
that  purpose,  but  in  no  case  could  the  court  asso- 
ciate others  with  him  in  the  execution  of  the  trusts 
in  place  of  those  who  had  declined.  He  therefore 
tliri-M'fprl  the  orrlf'1’  of  iho  lVih  of  .Tuly,  appoit-iLIrt|sp 
Messrs.  Benkard  and  Porter  to  be  vacated,  and  that 
the  petitioning  creditors  pay  to  Mr.  Stewart  his 
costs  of  the  present  application.  [AT.  Y.  Star. 


Queen  Victoria  in  tiie  Canadas.  Queen 
Victoria  was  proclaimed  queen,  during  the  last 
week,  in  Quebec  and  Montreal,  in  due  form,  and 
the  usual  oaths  taken  by  the  officers  of  the  crown. 
The  New  York  Commercial  states  that  a great  loyal 
meeting  was  heard  at  Quebec  on  the  31st  ultimo, 
which  was  attended  by  more  than  eight  thousand 
persons,  presenting,  in  the  language  of  the  Herald, 


“a  glorious  display  of  British  feeling  and  loyalty.’'"1 
The  shops  in  both  the  upper  and  lower  towns  were 
generally  closed,  soon  after  10  o’clock,  and  at  a 
little  before  twelve  the  inhabitants  assembled  in  the 
several  wards,  whence  they  marched  in  procession 
to  the  Esplande,  with  multitudes  of  flags  and  ban- 
ners, on  which  were  exhibited  loyal  inscriptions;  and 
besides  these,  the  several  trades  and  employments 
had  provided  themselves  with  the  various  insignia, 
a3  was  wont  to  be  done  here  in  the  old  fashioned 
celebrations  of  the  fourth  of  July. 

The  printers  had  a beautiful  press,  mounted  upon 
a carriage  that  had  been  prepared  for  the  occasion, 
and  ever  as  it  passed  along  it  threw  out  copies  of  an 
address,  uttering  the  warmest  assurances  of  loyalty. 
The  shipwrights  carried  a beautiful  model  of  a ship 
on  the  stocks.  A large  number  of  Scotchman,  ar- 
rayed in  full  Highland  costume,  surrounded  a mon- 
strous thistle,  full  seven  feet  in  height,  and  after  these 
came  a host  of  flags,  beautifully  painted  and  em- 
blazoned, and  a powerful  military  band  in  full  uni- 
form . 

The  meeting  was  addressed  by  several  gentle- 
men, in  French  and  English,  and  the  following  re- 
solutions adopted  by  acclamation: 

J.  That  we  have  observed  with  deep  regret,  the 
attempts  winch  have  been  made  at  meetings  re- 
cently held  in  different  parts  of  the  province,  to 
disseminate  disrespect  towards  the  public  authori- 
ties, and  disaffection  toward  the  British  government 
and  parliament,  and  to  excite  to  the  violation  of  the 
laws. 

2.  That  whatever  differences  of  opinion  may 
have  prevailed  in  the  province  in  regard  to  its  pub- 
lic concerns,  the  inhabitants  therefore  have  hitherto- 
maintained  a distinguished  character  for  fidelity  to* 
the  sovereign,  a love  of  public  order,  and  obedience 
to  lawful  authority;  and  that  it  is  our  duty  and  de- 
termination still  to  maintain  this  character  and  re- 
sist to  the  utmost,  all  act*  and  attempts  contrary 
to  the  allegiance  which  is  due  to  the  British  crown, 
or  against  the  public  peace,  or  in  violation  of  the 
law. 

3.  That  we  feel  the  entire  conviction  that  the 
present  condition  of  public  affairs  in  this  province, 
isin  great  partowingto  the  misunderstandings  and 
dissensions  which  have  prevailed  in  the  legislature, 
and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  province;  and  that 
a remedy  is  to  be  found  in  avoiding  these  misun- 
derstandings and  dissensions  for  the  future,  and  in 
the  cordial  union  of  all  classes  in  promoting  the 
peace,  welfare  and  good  government  of  the  pro- 
vince. 

4.  That  it  is  equally  the  duty  and  interest  of  the 
government  and  the  subjects  in  the  colony,  to  co- 
operate in  the  remedy  of  all  abuses  which  may  be 
lourm  lo  exisr,  lu  the  end  Lliat  the  peace  and  pros- 
perity of  the  province  may  be  effectually  promoted, 
and  all  classes  of  tho  inhabitants  be  maintained  in 
equal  rights,  and  all  the  peculiar  privileges  which 
they  enjoy,  or  to  which  they  are  legally  entitled. 

5.  That  under  the  present  circumsfances  it  is  our 
duty  humbly  to  assure  her  majesty’s  government 
that  it  may  fully  rely  on  our  fidelity  to  the  crown, 
and  affectionate  attachment  to  the  connection  sub- 
sisting between  this  province  and  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

6.  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  his 
excellency  the  governor  in  chief,  embodying  these 
resolutions  and  praying  that  he  would  transmit  the 
same  to  her  majesty’s  government  in  England. 

England  yet  without  a sovereign-abso- 
lute. In  consequence  of  the  saving  clause  in  the 
proclamation  announcing  Victoria’s  accession,  i.  e. 
providing  for  the  contingency  of  an  heir  by  the 
dowager  queen  Adelaide,  widow  of  William  IV. 
the  coronation  of  the  young  princess  cannot  take 
place  till  that  question  is  settled.  The  venerable 
lady  Adelaide  until  that  moment  will  be,  no  doubt, 
closely  watched.  How  the  affair  will  terminate 
cau  easily  be  imagined.  [New  York  Star. 

The  queen  dowager  has  most  of  the  privileges 
of  a queen  consort."  But  it  is  not  high  treason  to 
conspire  her  death  because  the  succession  is  not 
endangered.  No  man  pro  disnitale  regali  can  mar- 
ry her  without  a special  license  from  the  king. — 
Queen  Adelaide-- ■ therefore.  marry  without 

the' consent  of  queen  Victoria,  her  young  niece,  on 
pain  of  the  husband  forfeiting  his  lands.  A queen 
dowager  when  married  to  a subject  does  not  lose 
her  regal  dignity.  The  queen  dowager  of  Henry 
V.  who  married  a private  gentleman,  retained  her 
title  as  queen  of  England.  By  act  of  parliament 
of  1S31,  a grant  of  £100.000  per  annum  with  the 
use  of  Marlborough  House  was  made  to  queen' 
Adelaide  if  she  should  survive  the  king. 

[ National  Gazelle. 


State  of  things  in  France.  We  translate 
the  following  letter  from  the  Counter  des  Etats 
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Unis,  to  the  editor  of  which  it  was  written  on  the  : of  a goat. 
30th  of  June,  by  one  of  iiis  friends,  recently  return- 
ed from  this  country.  We  have  no  doubt  that  it 
truly  represents  the  political  condition  of  la  belle 
royaume,  under  the  vigorous  but  prudent  sway  of 
the  most  sagacious  living  monarch. 

[iV.  Y.  Com.  Ado. 

“You  will  remember  that  while  I was  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  I read  no  French  papers  but  those  in  the 
opposition;  the  consequence  was,  that  I brought 
home  with  me  a feeling  of  righteous  indignation 
against  the  men  in  power,  and  my  delight  in  again 
beholding  my  native  land,  after  an  absence  of  ten 
years,  was  dashed  with  bitterness  and  discontent. 

13ut  I soon  found  out  my  great  mistake,  I sought  in 
vain  the  evidences  of  that  system  of  terror  and  de- 
ception, that  mingled  condition  of  baseness  and 
arrogance,  of  which  I had  heard  so  much — it  exists 
only  in  distorted  imaginations.  Never  Was  France 
more  free  and  prosperous — never  before  was  she 
regarded  by  other  nations  with  more  of  respect  and 
cnnfidonr.o  ti.o  ]ang  hn«  displayed  the  highest 
attributes  of  wisdom  and  courage;  and  while  a 

wholesome  check  has  been  ih-  .1 ; 

ganizing  spirit  of  the  wicked,  never  has  justice 
been  tempered  with  a nobler  clemency. 

“The  real  feeling  of  the  people  has  been  admira- 
bly exhibited  in  the  festivities  which  have  just  been 
brought  to  a close — the  feeling  of  the  people,  un- 
perverted by  the  artifices  of  faction,  which  it  at 
once  exposes  and  condemns.  The  reception  of  the 
king,  wherever  he  has  presented  himself,  must  have 
proved  a rich  reward  for  all  his  labors  and  his  cares. 

This  king,  so  vilely  calumniated,  and  against  whom 
a frantic  malice  has  so  often  endeavored  to  direct 
the  assassin’s  knife,  but  whom  posterity  will  recog- 
nize and  honor  as  one  of  the  best  that  ever  wielded 
a sceptre — how  is  it  possible  to  behold  him,  sur- 
rounded by  his  excellent  family,  without  affection 
and  esteem?” 


The  civil  war  in  Spain.  From  ihe  Neiv- 
bunjport  Herald.  Within  the  last  foul  years,  there 
have  been  2,114  engagements  between  the  Christi- 
nes and  Carlists,  in  Spain,  in  which  314,158  men 
have  been  killed.  The  cause  of  this  bloody  civil 
war  in  that  country  is  as  unknown  to  many  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  as  are  the  horrors  and 
bloodshed  with  which  it  has  been  attended.  An 
account  of  its  origin  we  give  briefly  as  follows: 
According  to  the  ancient  laws  of  Spain,  women 
could  inherit  the  throne  as  well  as  men.  The  old 
family  being  extinct  about  the  beginning  of  the 
last  century,  the  crown  was  bestowed  upon 
French  prince,  of  the  house  of  Boubon,  and  the 
Salic  law  adoptod  nq  a part  of  the  new  settlement 
The  late  king  Ferdinand  married  in  his  old  age 
(for  the  fourth  or  fifth  time)  a young  princess  of 
Naples,  by  whom  he  was  very  anxious  to  have  a 
son,  to  whom  he  might  transmit  the  crown.  The 
fruit  of  the  marriage  proving  a daughter,  he  hastily 
collected  together  a mock  cortes,  and  partly  by 
force,  partly  by  persuasion,  partly  by  bribery,  in- 
duced them  to  alter  the  organic  law  of  the  kingdom 
in  favor  of  the  young  princess;  thus  excluding,  by 
a decree  made  expressly  for  the  occasion,  his  bro- 
ther, who  was  the  rightful  heir.  This  was  so  ob- 
viously unjust,  as  being  a selfish  violation  of  the 
very  tenure  by  which  the  present  family  occupies 
the  throne,  that  popular  discontent,  soon  after  the 
death  of  the  old  king,  broke  out  into  open  resist- 
ance. Don  Carlos  was  banished  the  kingdom,  but 
soon  returned,  and  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
supporters  of  his  cause. 

His  partisans  comprise  the  hardy  mountaineers 
of  the  Basque  provinces,  while  the  adherents  of 
the  existing  government  embrace  the  population  of 
the  more  fertile  provinces  of  the  south.  Don  Car- 
los has  been  defeated  in  bulletins  a hundred  times, 
yet  always  seems  to  have  risen  hitherto  with  addi- 
tional strength  from  the  fall.  The  Basque  pro- 
vinces, by  which  he  is  supported,  contain  the  most 
republican  population  in  Europe.  The  Basques 
are  a laborious  people,  of  high  spirit  and  independ- 
ent habits,  who  have  ever  maintained  their  rights 
against  the  monareny  of  Spain,  while  the  otner 
provinces  have  long  since  sunk  into  a death-like 
state  of  slavery  and  misery.  Ex-president  Adams 
says,  that,  in  travelling  through  this  part  of  Spain, 
he  was  struck  with  the  democratic  habits  of  the 
people,  and  the  happy,  cultivated  appearance  of 
the  country,  which  more  than  any  other  in  Europe 
reminded  him  of  his  New  England.  These  people 
have  their  own  laws,  vote  their  own  taxes,  and 
supply  their  own  contingent  to  the  national  forces. 
They  are  essentially  free. 

An  African  fable.  It  is  a fact,  known  to  all 
who  have  travelled  much  in  Africa,  that  nothing 
will  frighten  an  elephant  quicker  than  the  bleating 


However  hotly  he  may  be  pursuing  an 
object,  the  bleating  of  a goat,  or  a noi3e  resembling 
it,  will  at  once  arrest  him,  and  send  him  bounding 
from  the  object  of  his  vengeance.  An  African  be- 
ing asked  the  reason  of  it,  related  the  following 
Fable:  In  old  times  a goat  bet  an  elephant  that  he 

could  out-eat  him:  They  commenced,  and  soon  a 

spacious  plain  bore  testimony  to  the  capacity  of 
their  maws,  by  being  completely  denuded  of  its 
verdure.  On  the  approach  of  night  the  elephant, 
wearied  with  nipping  and  grinding,  forgot  his  bet 
in  a doze  in  the  midst  of  the  plain.  About  mid 
night  he  was  aroused  by  a grinding  near  him,  and 
finding  that  it  was  his  rival,  inquired  what  he  could 
be  eating,  as  he  w'as  confident  lie  had  devoured 
every  vestige  of  vegetation  before  he  lay  down. — 
Eating,  replied  the  goaf,  why  1 am  eating  all  the 
rocks,  and  when  I have  finished  them  I intend  to 
commence  on  you.  The  elephant  no  sooner  heard 
that  than  he  took  to  his  heels,  and  has  ever  since 
been  shy  of  a goat.  [ Liberia  Jicrald- 

Newsfapers.  The  first  number  of  a Persian 

,,as  issued  ac  lemcran,  iviarcn  zy.  its 

title  is  Akhbar  Vakai,  News  and  Events,  and  it  has 
twro  pages  closely  written  and  lithographed,  one  de- 
voted to  oriental,  and  the  other  to  foreign  intelligence 
Its  conductor  is  a Meerza  who  was  formerly  an  en- 
voy to  London.  Thus  is  demonstrated  the  advan- 
tages of  commerce  and  national  communication. — 
The  Meerza  carries  home  with  him,  and  executes 
the  idea  of  a newspaper,  and  the  art  of  lithography. 
This  will  be,  in  a few  years,  looked  back  upon  as  a 
first  step  to  the  introduction  of  larger  letter  press 
newspapers:  the  most  efficient  missionaries,  and 
means  for  the  spread  of  civilization  and  intelligence 
the  world  has  ever  known.  Without  them,  the  art 
of  printing  would  be  an  imperfect  and  restricted 
blessing. 


The  bank  of  England.  When  the  bank  of 
England  stopped  specie  payments  in  1797,  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  measure  was  caused  by  a run  upon 
the  bank,  caused  apparently  by  a popular  distrust  of 
its  solvency.  There  had  been  for  several  years,  a 
considerable  drain  of  specie,  in  consequence  of  the 
payment  of  foreign  subsidies  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  war,  and  other  payments  abroad,  and  the  bank 
had  felt  the  necessity  for  several  3’ears  of  restrain- 
ing its  issues  of  paper.  The  average  circulation 
which  in  1792  exceeded  eleven  millions,  and  in  93 
was  nearly  twelve  millions,  was,  in  1796,  reduced 
to  ten  millions,  and  in  the  beginning  of  1897,  to  less 
than  nine  millions. 

This  reduction  of  the  circulation,  instead  of  in- 
creasing confidence,  had  the  effect  of  diminishing 
it,  and  fne  aiarm  was  increased  by  the  actual  failure 
of  several  country  banks  in  the  north  of  England. 
The  run  upon  the  bank  became  so  active,  that  on 
the  21st  of  Februar}!,  the  government  of  the  bank 
made  a communication  of  its  situation  to  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  and  after  this  communica- 
tion the  demand  every  day  increased  at  such  an  ac- 
celerated rate,  that  in  afew  days  it  would  have  been 
drained  of  its  last  guinea.  The  bank  was,  in  con- 
sequence of  this  state  of  things,  restrained  from 
making  any  further  specie  payments  by  an  order  in 
council,  and  this  restriction  was  soon  after  confirm- 
ed by  an  act  of  parliament,  which  act  was  extend- 
ed from  time  to  time,  for  a period  of  more  than 
twenty  years. 

The  suspension  led  to  a parliamentary  inquiry, 
and  this  inquiry  afforded  the  first  public  develope- 
ment  of  the  condition  of  the  bank.  This  develope- 
ment  disclosed  so  large  and  unexpected  an  amount 
of  accumulated  profits,  that  all  suspicion  of  the 
solvency  of  the  bank,  and  all  farther  alarm  was 
immediately  done  away.  At  this  time  the  bank 
might  have  returned  to  specie  payments,  had  it 
suited  its  policy  and  that  of  the  government,  for  it 
so  to  do.  The  average  circulation  in  1798  exceed- 
ed eleven  and  a half  millions,  in  1801  it  was  sixteen 
millions,  in  1811  it  exceeded  twenty-one  and  a half 
millions,  and  in  1815  and  1816  it  exceeded  twenty- 
six  and  a half  millions.  The  bank  in  1816  added 
25  per  cent,  to  its  capital  stock,  and  still  held  a sur- 
plus runa  01  nearly  sixteen  millions.  The  market 
price  of  the  stock  rose  from  125  per  cent,  in  1797 
to  262  in  1816.  It  has  since,  however,  declined  to 
206. 

In  January,  1819,  the  engagements  of  the  bank 
amounted  to  £33,894,380,  and  it  held  in  govern- 
ment and  other  securities  £39,096,900  exclusive  of 
the  permanent  debt  due  from  the  government  to  the 
bank  of  £11,686,800,  which  is  repayable  on  the 
expiration  of  the  charter.  The  amount  then  due 
by  the  government  to  the  bank  was  £ 19,438,000. 
The  amount  of  cash  and  bullion  in  the  coffers  of 
the  bank  was  £6,756,000.  The  government  of  the 
bank  then  stated,  that  to  enable  them  early  to  re- 
sume cash  payments,  they  should  require  the  re- 


payment of  the  government  debt  to  the  extent  of 
ten  millions.  In  this  slate  of  things,  parliament 
fixed  the  period  when  the  bank  should  be  required 
to  redeem  their  notes  in  gold,  essayed  and  stamped 
at  the  established  mint  price,  for  the  1st  of  May, 
1821,  for  the  resumption  of  cash  payments  in  two 
years  thereafter.  [ Bouton  Daily  Advertiser. 

The  new  Liverpool  custom  house.  The 
new  custom  house  is  nearly  completed  and  will  be 
shortly  opened  for  business.  The  first  stone  of  this 
immense  and  splendid  structure  was  laid  the  12th 
of  August,  1S28,  by  T.  Cotley  Porter,  esq.  mayor 
of  Liverpool.  The  quantity  of  land  which  it  covers 
is  immense,  being  not  less  than  six  thousand  seven 
hundred  superficial  yards.  The  whole  basement  is 
vaulted  for  bonded  or  condemned  goods,  and  these 
vaults  are  lighted  by  33  windows  of  5 feet  in  height; 
the  ground  or  principal  floor  by  84  windows  of  10 
feet  4 inches  in  height;  and  the  second  floor  by  102 
windows  of  12  feet  O indies  In  height,  except  those 
in  the  long  room,  which  have  semi-circular  heads, 
and  are  16  feet  10  inches  high.  The  windows  on 
me  east,  west  and  north  fronts  have  moulded  arch- 
itraves. Besides  these  the  attic3  are  lighted  by 
97  windows,  73  of  which  are  not  visible  from  the 
street. 

The  extreme  length  of  the  building,  measuring 
from  east  to  west  through  the  porticos,  is  466  feet 
8 inches;  the  extreme  length  of  the  wings  is  224 
feet  7 inches;  the  width  of  the  wings  is  94  feet  4 
inches;  the  length  of  the  centre  is  252  feet  6 inches; 
the  width  of  the  centre  through  the  portico  is  96 
feet.  The  depth  of  the  base  and  plinth  is  7 feet 
5 inches;  the  full  height  of  the  columns,  includ- 
ing the  cap  and  base  is  50  feet  9 inches;  and  the  di- 
ameter 5 feet.  The  depth  of  the  architrave  and 
facia  is  4 feet  2 inches;  depth  of  the  frize,  3 feet  7 
inches;  the  sickness  of  the  cornice,  3 feet  10  inches; 
height  of  the  blocking  or  parapet,  4 feet  6 inches; 
making  a total  height  from  the  plinth  of  66  feet  10 
inches.  The  height  of  the  first  floor  above  the  fla°-<r. 
ing  of  the  footwalks  is  six  feet;  height  of  the  princi- 
pal story,  20  feet;  height  of  the  second  story,  21  feet 
7 inches;  height  of  the  attics,  14  feet  8 inches. 
Unlike  many  of  the  public  buildings  of  the  metro- 
polis, the  Liverpool  custom  house  is  admirable  from 
its  simplicity  and  modest  grandeur.  In  the  erec- 
tion of  this  stupendous  pile  have  been  consumed 
about  a million  and  a half  of  cubic  feet  of  stone,  and 
about  10  millions  of  bricks.  It  is  a matter  of  deep 
regret  that  from  the  top  of  Lord  street  only  a part 
of  the  beautiful  central  portico  is  visible. 

[ Liverpool  Courier. 

Curious  statement  concerning  the  peri- 
odical mortality  of  the  human  race.  Our 
limits  are  insufficient  to  enable  us  to  give  the  entire 
table  of  mortality  as  furnished  by  the  official  au- 
thorities; we  have  yet  thought  it  necessary  to  note 
the  first  seven  periods  separately,  as  illustrative  of 
the  great  excess  of  mortality  among  infant  males 
compared  with  females.  The  average  of  the  quin- 
quennial periods  (except  in  the  cases  annexed) 
will  in  general  furnish  the  annual  sum  of  mortality. 
At  the  termination  of  the  first  twelve  years,  about 
one-third  of  those  born  are  with  the  departed;  the 
proportion  being  against  the  males  in  the  ratio  of 
855  to  732  females  (nearly).  After  this  term 
(twelve  years)  to  the  age  of  44 — the  middle  pe- 
riod of  life,  and  by  far  the  most  hazardous  to  wo- 
men— the  comparative  mortality  shows  a different 
result;  being  as  46  females  to  41  males.  At  the 
termination  of  this  period,  when  the  procreation 
ceases,  female  life  is  comparatively  most  secure- 
the  average  mortality  from  the  ages  of  45  to  65  be- 
'ng  about  as  63  males  to  60  females.  The  compa- 
rative security  of  life  subsequent  to  this  is  slightly 
in  favor  of  females.  The  table  shows  a greaf  ex- 
cess of  mortality  among  females;  but  it  should  be 
remarked,  that  the  excess  of  female  population  af- 
ter this  period  of  life  is  nearly  twelve  per  cent 
over  the  male,  (see  table  of  ages),  and  the  ratio  of 
mortality  is  hence  by^fe  much  greater,  without  in- 
dicating any  comparative  insecurity  of  life.  jn 
collating  this  table  from  the  official  docnmohi,  bc_ 
fore  us,  we  cannot  but  remarlc  the  extraordinary 
mortality  it  evinces  at  the  termination  of  each  de- 
cade of  man’s  life,  from  the  age  of  thirty  years.  In 
every  instance  from  thirty  years  of  age  and  up- 
wards, the  mortality  in  the  year  which  terminates 
the  decade  very  greatly  exceeds  that  in  the  preced- 
ing and  succeeding  years;  and,  as  a matter  some- 
what curious,  we  shall  show  these  instances: 

Mortality. 
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This  strikes  us  as  something  extraordinary;  it 
seems  to  say  that  at  these  periods  a man  is  under 
the  influence  of  some  physical  change,  when  he 
cither  surrenders  or  renews  his  life  lease.  The  dis- 
ciples of  the  profound  Cuvier  can  perhaps  explain 
this. — [Browning’s  Domestic  and  Financial  Condi- 
tion of  Great  Britain. 

Robbery  extraordinary.  The  schooner  Wm. 
A.  Turner,  hence  to  Brassos  St.  Jago,  has  just  re- 
turned, and  the  following  is  the  substance  of  a rob- 
bery committed  upon  the  captain,  the  particulars  of 
which  will  hereafter  be  published-  The  captain, 
James  Haggerdan,  On  his  arrival  at  the  Brassos, 
having  business  at  Matamoras,  35  miles  beyond, 
went  there  on  horseback  with  a servant  furnished 
by  the  American  consul,  who  was  the  consignee  of 
the  vessel.  The  captain  on  his  return  had  with 
•him  fourteen  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  specie  on 
the  owners  account,  and  when  about  three  leagues 
from  the  city,  he  was  attacked  by  a band  of  twenty 
robbers,  who  tied  him  up  and  Dtrippod  both  him  and 
liis  servant  of  all  the  specie.  But  who  think  you, 
reader,  were  the  robbers?  Mexican  merchants — the 
merchants  of  Matamoras.  The  owner  of  the  ves- 
sel has  received  a letter  from  the  American  consul, 
informing  him  of  the  arrest  of  several  of  the  rob- 
bers, two  of  whom  were  promptly  condemned  and 
shot.  The  money  has  not  been  recovered,  but  these 
Mexican  merchants  have  plenty  of  property  which 
will  be  seized  to  satisfy  this  injury  done  to  our 
trade. 


AMERICAN  BANK  BONDS. 

The  following  extract,  which  we  find  in  the 
New  York  Mercantile  Advertiser,  is  said  by  that 
paper  to  be  from  high  and  undoubted  authority: 

“We  believe  that  one-third  of  the  stock  of  the 
United  States  bank  is  possessed  by  British  subjects. 
That  bank  found  it,  more  than  a year  since,  the 
easiest  thing  possible  to  borrow,  on  their  bonds, 
£1,000,000  sterling  in  London,  in  the  open  money 
market.  It  was  therefore  manifest  that  the  credit 
of  the  stable  American  banks  would  find  purchasers 
on  our  stock  exchange  as  ready  as  the  stock  of  the 
bank  of  England,  at  prices  corresponding  to  the 
dilferent  rates  of  interest  in  the  two  countries. 

“In  these  circumstances,  they  determined  to 
seek  support  in  the  emergency  by  offering  their 
own  notes,  payable  twelve  months  after  date,  for 
sale  in  England.  These  were  eagerly  grasped,  in 
New  York  and  Philadelphia,  by  all  who  were  anxi- 
ous to  save  themselves,  and  their  correspondents 
in  this  country,  from  ruin  and  annihilation;  because 
they  presented  the  only  available  means  lelt  tor 
their  salvation,  or  at  least  the  only  means  of  avert- 
ing the  pressing  and  immediate  dangers  besetting 
them. 

“It  appears  that  four  of  the  American  banks 
have  issued  notes  of  the  description  we  are  speak- 
ing of;  they  are  of  the  character  of  a bill  of  ex- 
change, payable  twelve  months  after  date,  and  the 
inode  of  purchase  has  been  by  fixing  a rate  of  dis- 
count equivalent  to  the  term  the  bills  have  to  run — 
(theirs,  on  the  30th  of  June,  was  6 to  7 per  cent). 

“We  believe  that,  if  some  such  device  as  this  had 
not  been  timely  adopted,  a large  proportion  of  the 
solvent  American  merchants,  resident  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  would  have  stopped  their  remittances  to 
this  country,  because  of  the  absolute  impractica- 
bility of  continuing  to  pay  in  the  customary  man- 
ner, and  remitting  to  Europe  by  the  usual  means. 
The  amount  of  notes  issued  by  the  United  States 
bank  is  five  hundred  thousand  pounds. 

“The  seasonable  supply  of  this  description  of 
credit,  which  is  supposed  to  be  less  precarious  in 
its  foundation  than  that  of  private  merchants,  has 
been  regarded  with  favor  by  the  bank  of  England; 
but,_  as  they  perceive,  if  the  banks  and  public  com- 
panies of  the  United  States  can  bring  their  credit 
for  sale  in  our  money  market,  and  can  succeed  in 
familiarizing  the  leading  operators  on  the  stock  ex- 
change with  daily  transactions  in  it,  the  risk  to  the 
established  system  of  re^hating  our  currency 
would  be  great.  If  the  banks  or  public  companies 
pf  the  United  States  caji  establish  a daily  market 
in  Capel  court  ior  ineir  credit  in  exchange  for  our 
gold,  the  operations  that  may  grow  out  of  it  must 
be  more  hazardous  to  the  bank  of  England  than  the 
practice  of  the  joint  stock  banks  selling  their 
credit  in  the  same  market;  because  the  latter  prac- 
tice was,  in  some  degree,  under  the  control  of  the 
bank  directors,  and  the  former  is  wholly  indepen- 
dent of  them. 

“The  American  banks,  in  effect,  say  to  the 
boards:  ‘We  do  not  want  your  countenance  or  as- 
sistance— we  only  ask  those  who  deposite  money 
in  your  hands  to  draw  it  out,  and  lend  it  to  us,  in 
exchange  for  our  bonds  and  bills.’  In  fact,  it  is  a 
possible,  and  not  very  improbable  case  that,  with 


their  credit  firmly  established  in  the  stock  ex- 
change, these  banks  have  the  power  to  draw  all 
the  gold  out  of  the  bank  of  England,  whenever  the 
value  of  money  is  worth  4 or  5 per  cent,  more  in 
the  United  States  than  in  England.” 


MR.  RIVES,  OF  YA.  AND  THE  GLOBE. 

From  the  Glebe  of  the  15th  inst. 

Below  will  be  found  a communication  in  relation 
to  an  extract  (given  a few  days  since  in  the  Globe) 
from  a speech  of  Mr.  Rives  on  the  currency,  in 
1834.  It  was  upon  the  declaration  of  principles 
made  in  this  speech  that  Mr.  Rives  was  instructed 
out  of  the  senate  by  the  whig  majority  of  the  legis- 
lature, and  afterwards  restored  by  the  democratic 
majority  of  the  people  of  Virginia.  This  circum- 
stance gave  the  doctrines  of  that  speech  such  a 
sanction — the  deliberate  judgment  of  the  great  body 
of  the  people  of  that  enlightened  state,  after  elabo- 
rate discussion  and  an  anxious  struggle,  having  re- 
cognized them  for  their  own— that  we  deemed  it 
not  only  of  high  authority,  from  the  character  of 
the  author,  but  from  the  political  character  of  the 
illustrious  commnnu-oaltK  fmo,  which  it  had  re- 
ceived confirmation.  We  are,  therefore,  surprised 
that  our  correspondent  thinks  it  strange  that  the 
people  in  the  present  crisis  of  the  currency,  should 
be  “particularly  interested  in  learning  the  opinions” 
advanced  in  such  a speech,  and  that  they  should  be 
made  the  subject  of  “special  notice”  in  the  Globe. 
Our  correspondent  should  remember,  too,  that  Mr. 
Rives’  speeches  and  opinions,  from  the  moment  he 
appeared  on  the  political  scene  after  his  return 
from  France,  have  been  marked  from  time  to  time 
by  “the  special  notice”  of  the  editor  of  this  print, 
and  have  commanded  for  the  most  part  his  unquali- 
fied praise. 

Our  correspondent  admits  that  the  principle  with 
which  Mr.  Rives  sets  out  is  that  which  the  late  and 
present  president  have  endeavored  to  carry  into 
practical  effect,  viz:  “to  restore  the  government  to  its 
true  constitutional  character  and  destination — that  of 
a simple , solid  and  hard  money  government.”  To  do 
this,  (as  is  shown  by  our  correspondent),  Mr. 
Rives  cordially  co-operated  with  the  efforts  of  the 
general  administration  to  suppress  the  small  notes 
of  the  banks,  and  to  correct  that  “undervaluation  of 
the  gold  coins  at  the  mint,”  which,  as  he  justly  says, 
had  “contributed  to  their  disappearance.”  He  has 
seen  the  efficacy  of  this  last  measure  in  bringing  in 
the  precious  metals,  by  which,  and  bringing  home 
the  foreign  indemnities  in  gold,  at  least  forty  'mil- 
lions in  specie  have  been  added  to  the  currency  of 
the  country.  But  did  the  banks  second  this  move- 
ment by  suppressing  their  circulation  of  notes  un- 
der the  denomination  of  ten  or  twenty  dollars,  as 
urged  by  me  presmern  ana  t*casu- 

ry?  So  far  from  the  experiment  of  depositing  the 
revenues  with  the  state  banks  having  this  effect — 
so  far  from  its  conferring  on  the  general  govern- 
ment sufficient  influence  to  induce  the  state  institu- 
tions to  permit  the  specie  its  policy  introduced  to 
go  into  “the  ordinary  channels  of  circulation,”  the 
banking  interest  has  made  it  the  foundation  upon 
which  they  have  built  up  double  the  amount  of 
banking  capital,  and  have  increased  the  paper  cir- 
culation two-fold.  They  have  at  last  suspended 
specie  payment — filled  the  ordinary  channels  of 
circulation  altogether  with  irredeemable  paper,  giv- 
ing the  smaller  veins  of  circulation  to  what  is  vul- 
garly called  the  “shin  plaster”  system,  and  surren- 
dering all  the  specie  of  the  country  as  a commodi- 
ty for  exportation.  That  this  has  been  the  result 
of  the  mismanagement  of  the  state  banks  Mr. 
Rives  will  not  deny,  and  that,  too,  while  indulged 
with  the  largest  amount  of  public  deposites  and 
greatest  support  and  credit  of  the  government. — 
The  repeated  warnings  of  the  treasury  department 
against  the  over-issues  of  the  banks  were  in  vain — 
the  strong  measure  of  the  specie  circular  was  inef- 
fectual to  restrain  the  spirit  of  bank  speculation — it 
run  on,  under  the  training  of  a foreign  influence, 
until  arrested  by  the  same  influence,  and  then  it 
rushed  to  that  catastrophe  which  was  looked  to 
from  the  first  as  a means  of  overthrowing  the  re- 
publican administration  and  government  of  this 
country. 

Our  correspondent  admits  that  Mr.  Rives  concurs 
with  us  in  the  principle  of  restoring  “the  govern- 
ment to  what  it  was  intended  by  the  framers  of  the 
constitution  to  be— A HARD  MONEY  GOVERN- 
MENT;” but  it  is  suggested  that  Mr.  Rives  may 
be  inclined  to  try  the  experiment  again,  which  has 
so  recently  and  so  signally  failed.  We  hope  this  is 
not  so. 

The  trust  of  the  public  deposites,  instead  of  re- 
gulating, for  the  public  good,  the  state  institutions, 
has  only  made  them  the  objects  on  which  the  great- 
est moneyed  power  of  the  world,  and  its  agency 
here,  have  brought  the  political  intrigue  of  a great 


party  and  an  overwhelming  commercial  influence 
to  bear,  to  defeat  every  useful  result  expected  from 
their  employment  as  fiscal  agents.  It  is  found  that 
they  can  only  be  safe  and  useful  when  severed 
from  that  government  connection  which  brings 
them  into  the  political  controversies  of  the  country. 
The  general  government  has  no  right  to  control 
them  by  its  legislation.  It  is  seen  that  it  cannot 
control  them  by  its  counsels,  however  salutary,  for 
their  own  or  the  public  interests.  The  states  only 
have  a right  to  reform  or  abolish  them;  and  we 
have  no  doubt  they  will  execute  their  trust  with  a 
due  regard  to  all  the  interests  involved  in  them.  If 
the  general  government  sets  up  the  constitutional 
standard,  the  state  institutions  will  be  gradually 
brought  back  to  it;  and  as  soon  as  is  compatible 
with  the  safety  of  their  debtors,  or  possible  to  their 
means.  A withdrawal,  then,  of  the  banks  from  the 
political  conflicts,  will,  in  our  opinion,  facilitate 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments;  disembarrass 
all  their  movements;  take  a pressure  off  of  them 
and  their  customers,  and  in  every  way  tend  to  re- 
move those  difficulties  wln>B,  ->  very  jyrprtf  pa- 
tent, owe  their  origin  to  sinister  combinations  he- 
u...  ru,ci-u  ana  domestic  enemies  of  our  in- 
stitutions, seeking  to  embarrass  and  overthrow  the 
administration  by  destroying  the  fiscal  agency  em- 
ployed hy  it. 

We  republish  the  article  on  which  our  corres- 
pondent comments,  that  the  public  may  see  how 
far  we  are  subject  to  the  reproach  of  misrepresent- 
ing any  portion  of  the  speech  which  we  quoted. — 
We  gave  the  entire  view  taken  of  the  subject  by 
Mr.  Rives,  and  if,  in  our  comment,  we  drew  out 
the  particular  points  touching  the  principles  ad- 
vanced and  “illuminated”  them  wuh  italics  and 
capitals,  our  readers  we  are  sure  will  acquit  us  of 
distorting  the  meaning  in  the  slightest  particular, 
and  can  only  say  w'e  have  given  in  relief  the  true 
bearing  of  those  views,  which  the  entire  context  is 
added  to  illustrate. 

OPINIONS  OF  MR.  RIVES,  OF  VIRGINIA. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Globe: 

I perceive,  from  yorrr  paper  of  the  5th  instant, 
which  I have  just  seen,  that  you  have  done  Mr. 
Rives,  of  Virginia,  the  honor  to  devote  a paragraph 
to  the  exposition  of  his  opinions  on  the  subject  of 
the  currencj';  and  in  support  of  your  construction 
of  those  opinions,  have  introduced  an  extract  from 
his  speech  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1834.  I am  not  aware  that  the  public  is  par- 
ticularly interested  in  learning  the  opinions  of  Mr. 
Rives  on  this  or  any  other  question;  but  as  you 
have  made  them  the  subject  of  a special  notice,  it  is 
due  both  to  the  public  and  Mr.  Rives,  that  they 
should  be  correctly  represented.  Sn.  fm-  « the  ob- 
ject of  the  reference  may  be,  to  use  your  own  lan- 
guage, to  exhibit  “the  identity  of  the  views  of  Mr. 
Rives  with  the  views  of  the  late  and  present  presi- 
dent,” on  the  same  subject,  I believe  there  is  little 
hazard  in  saying  that  Mr.  Rives  has  concurred  ge- 
nerally and  heartily  in  all  the  views,  as  to  a reform 
of  the  currency,  which  have  been  expressed  by  the 
late  president  in  his  messages  to  congress,  and  by  the 
present  chief  magistrate  in  the  only  document  in 
which  he  is  known  to  have  treated  the  subject — 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams.  In  the  speech 
of  Mr.  Rives,  during  the  last  winter,  made  special- 
ly and  professedly  on  the  subject  of  the  currency, 
and  in  which  his  views  on  that  interesting  question 
are  fully  and  precisely  devoloped,  he  quotes,  with 
marked  approbation,  an  instructive  paragraph  from 
a message  of  the  late  president,  as  expressing,  with 
clearness  and  force,  his  own  opinions  respecting  the 
necessary  reform  of  the  currency;  and  a comparison 
of  that  speech,  and  every  thing  else  he  has  ever 
said  on  the  subject  of  the  currency,  with  the  able 
and  often  quoted  letter  to  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams, 
will  show  a like  general  concurrence  in  the  views 
heretofore  expressed  by  the  present  chief  magistrate, 
on  the  same  great  and  now  absorbing  topic. 

But  the  object  of  j'our  reference  seems  to  be 
rather  to  apply  the  supposed  opinions  of  Mr.  Rives 
in  1834,  to  questions  that  have  since  arisen,  and 
which  are  likely  to  form  the  chief  subjects  of  deli- 

bojHxtxou  during  tlie  iipprucit-liing  scsaiuii  uf*  cull- 

gress.  If  an  inference  may  be  drawn  from  the 
italics  and  capitals  by  which  you  have  illuminated 
certain  portions  of  the  extract  you  have  quoted 
from  Mr.  Rives’  speech  on  that  occasion,  as  well 
as  from  the  comments  with  which  you  have  accom- 
panied them,  the  purpose  would  seem  to  be  to  show 
that  that  gentleman  must  now  he  in  favor  of  exact- 
ing specie  exclusively  in  payment  for  the  public  dues, 
and  of  discarding  entirely  the  fiscal  agency  of  the  state 
banks.  This  construction  is  in  direct  contradiction 
with  the  opinions  fully  expressed  by  Mr.  Rives  dur- 
ing the  last  winter  on  the  currency  and  revenue  bill, 
and  is  equally  opposed,  in  my  humble  judgment,  to 
1 the  language  and  obvious  import  of  the  extract  you 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— AUGUST  19,  1837— MR.  RIVES,  OF  VA.  AND  THE  GLOBE. 


391 


have  quoted  from  Ilia  speech  on  the  removal  of  the 
dcposites  in  1831.  It  will  be  seen  from  that  ex- 
tract, that  Mr.  Rives  was  then,  as  he  is  now,  deeply 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  a reform  in  the 
currency,  and  of  correcting  the  evils  of  a paper  sys- 
tem. He  proceeded  to  develope  specifically  and 
in  detail,  the  means  and  steps  by  which" this  reform 
was,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  gradually  consummated, 
I quote  his  words  from  the  extract  you  have  given, 
but  tile  significant  and  important  portion  of  which 
in  reference  to  the  question  under  consideration 
you  have  passed  over  very  lightly. 

“Whatever  influence,  (he  said),  such  an  institu- 
tion, (the  bank  of  the  United  States),  may  be  sup- 
posed to  exert  in  preserving  the  soundness  of  the 
currency,  that  object  would  be  much  more  effectu- 
ally promoted  by  a return,  as  far  as  practicable,  to 
a metallic  circulation.  The  first  step  towards  that 
return,  is  to  let  the  bank  of  tile  United  States  go 
it.  •>»*•>•»  v, m.jraw'ii,  the  convenience 

of  travelling  alone  would  immediately  create  a de- 
mand for  gold  coins,  as  a substitute,  and  enforce 
the  necessity  of  correcting  that  undervaluation  of 
them  at  the  mint  which  is  said  to  have  contributed 
to  their  disappearance.  In  concurrence  with  this, 
let  measures  be  taken,  as  it  is  believed  effectual 
measures  may  be  taken,  to  discourage  and  suppress 
the  circulation  of  bank  notes  under  a certain  denomi- 
nation, (ten  or  twtnty  dollars),  of  which  the  elfect 
would  be  to  produce  another  accession  to  the  me- 
tallic circulating  medium.  The  ordinary  channels 
of  circulation  being  thus  supplied  with  gold  and  silver, 
the  government  would  be  prepared,  without  hard- 
ship to  the  public  debtor,  to  require  payment  of  its 
dues  in  specie,”  &c. 

This  passage  developes  fully  and  unequivocally 
the  vievvs,  then  and  since,  entertained  by  Mr. 
Rives  on  the  subject  of  the  currency  and  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenue,  and  forms,  indeed,  the  chart 
by  which  his  public  course  has  been  steadily  di- 
rected. He  never  contemplated  an  exclusive  me- 
tallic circulation,  though  he  believed  a return  to 
such  a circulation,  “as  far  as  practicable,”  to  be  a 
desirable  and  salutary  reform,  indiciting  at  the 
same  time  the  suppression  of  bank  notes  under 
twenty  dollars,  as  marking  the  limit  of  that  practi 
cable  return.  The  suppression  of  bank  notes  under 
twenty  dollars  accomplished,  he  believed,  the  “or- 
dinary channels  of  circulation  would  be  filled  with 
gold  and  silver,”  and  “the  government  would  (then) 
be  prepared,  without  hardship  to  the  public  debtor,  to 
raq. ,;,.n  payment  of  its  dues  in  specie,"  Ccc.  ±x 


just,  tvise  and  paternal  policy  on  the  part  of  the  go- 
vernment to  exact  payment  of  its  dues  in  specie 
exclusively.  It  could  not  be  done,  without  great 
hardship  to  the  public  debtor,  and  extensive  distress 
and  embarrassment  to  the  whole  community.”  “No- 
thing, therefore,  can  be  clearer  than  that  an  attempt, 
with  our  present  limited  metallic  circulation,  to  col- 
lect the  public  revenue  in  specie  alone,  would  be 
distressing  to  the  last  degree,  and  could  not  abide 
the  test  of  that  public  judgment,  without  whose 
approbation  no  system  of  policy  can  or  ought  to 
stand.” 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  extracts,  in  exact  con- 
formity to,  and  steadily  pursuing,  the  idea  thrown 
out  by  Mr.  Rives  in  the  debate  on  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  in  1834,  that  he  has  uniformly  held, 
that  gold  and  silver  must  first  become  the  common 
currency  of  the  country,  by  the  previous  suppres- 
sion of  bank  notes  tindor  Juii,,.,,  ucmie  me 

government  could  be  justified  in  demanding  its  dues 
from  tho  m specie,  is  tills  cue  case  now? 

A formal  answer  would  be  a mockery.  I will  only 
add,  and  I do  it  upon  no  slight  knowledge  of  Mr. 
Rives’  opinions  and  public  acts,  that  nothing  can 
be  shown  from  him  in  1S34,  or  at  any  other  time, 
countenancing  the  anomaly  of  two  distinct  cur- 
rencies established  by  law  in  a republican  govern- 
ment— the  “better  currency”  for  the  government, 
and  «n!/  sort  of  one  for  the  people.  As  Mr.  Rives 
will  soon,  in  the  discharge  of  duty  to  his  constitu- 
ents and  the  country,  have  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining and  defending  his  opinions  for  himself,  I 
should  not  have  deemed  it  proper  to  say  any  thing 
of  them,  but  that  you  have  thought  lit  to  make 
them  the  subject  of  a special  commentary,  and  that 
an  erroneous  one.  There  are  other  errors  of  less 
importance  in  your  commentary,  which  I have  not 
the  time,  nor  do  I deem  it  necessary,  now  to  notice. 

R 


cannot  fait  to  be  remarked  that  the  suppression  of 
bank  not—  -.■■a—  ine^uiisuqueru 

supply  of  the  “ ordinary  channels  of  circulation  with 
gold  and  silver,”  are  here  mentioned  as  conditions 
precedent  to  justify  the  government  in  requiring 
payment  of  its  dues  in  specie  from  the  people. 
This  principle  has  been  constantly  present  to  the, 
mind  of  Mr.  Rives,  and  has  governed  all  his  action 
on  the  subject.  His  object  has  been  to  give  hard 
money  to  the  people  in  their  ordinary  daily  transac- 
tions, to  make  it  “the  practical  currency  of  com- 
mon life,”  before  the  government  should  be  autho- 
rised to  demand  it  from  the  people.  The  only 
means  by  which  this  object  can  be  effected,  as  ex- 
perience and  reason  equally  demonstrate,  is  the 
previous  suppression  of  bank  notes  of  the  lower 
denominations;  and  he  accordingly  brought  for- 
ward, during  the  last  winter,  a measure,  having 
that  suppression  in  view,  which  was  sanctioned 
by  the  votes  of  more  than  two-thirds  of  both  houses 
of  congress.  That  measure  was  the  direct  con- 
trollary  from  the  principles  he  had  avowed  in  1834, 
and  in  sustaining  it,  he  recurred  to  and  enforced 
those  principles.  In  the  remarks  made  by  him  on 
the  22d  of  December  last,  on  the  introduction  of 
the  proposition  referred  to,  he  used  the  follow- 
ing language:  “Shall  that  medium,  (the  medium 
of  payment),  in  public  receipts  and  disbursements, 
be  specie  exclusively?  Even  if  this  should  be  the 
ultimate  policy  of  the  government,  the  country  is, 
in  my  opinion,  not  yet  ripe  for  ito  J 

must  first  aiffuse  ztseij  more  generally  through  the 
ordinary  business  of  society;  the  common  channels  of 
circulation  must  be  better  filled  with  the  metallic  cur- 
rency— before  the  government  can,  with  justice 
to  the  public  debtor,  sternly  demand  payment  of  its 
dues  in  gold  and  silver  exclusively.  The  only  ef- 
fectual.means  by  which  a large  circulation  of  gold 
and  silver  in  the  general  trade  and  business  of  the 
community  can  be  obtained,  is  the  suppression  of 
bank  notes  of  the  smaller  denominations.  This  is 
that  practical  reform  of  the  currency,  which  has 
been  held  steadily  in  view  by  the  present  adminis- 
tration and  its  friends,”  &c. 

Again,  on  the  10th  of  January,  1337,  in  support- 
ing the  same  proposition,  he  said:  “Till,  by  the 
suppression  of  the  small  notes,  the  circulation  of 
the  country  has  become  better  filled  with  the  pre- 
cious metals,  I do  not  think  it  would  consist  witli  a 


OPINIONS  OF  MR.  SIVES,  OF  VIRGINIA. 

From  the  Globe  of  the  5th  instant. 

We  have  been  taken  to  task  by  several  of  our 
coadjutors  of  the  democratic  press,  and  some  pri- 
vate correspondents,  for  referring  to  the  views  of 
Mr.  Rives,  of  Virginia,  in  regard  to  the  currency, 
as  identical  with  those  of  the  late  and  present  presi 
dent.  These  friendly  editors  and  individuals,  whose 
animadversions  doubtless  spring  from  patriotic  feel- 
ings, seem  to  think  that  in  referring  to  Mr.  Rives’ 

doctrines  as  an  exemplification  of  fhojq  ”lhIA,inrl 
uave  mtnerto  sustainen,  an  indication  i»  to  be  tounci 

of  an  abandonment  of  our  early  stand  taken  for 
iiic  it-siuiaiiun  uf  me  constitutional  currency.  In 
vindication  of  our  own  course,  and  in  justice  to  Mr. 
Rives,  we  here  quote  from  that  g-entleman’s  speech, 
of  January,  1S34,  the  passage  which  fastened  on 
our  memory,  and  to  which  we  have  repeatedly  ad- 
verted as  containing  the  only  safe  position  for  the 
federal  government: 

Extract  from  a speech  of  Mr.  Rives,  of  Virginia,  in 
senate,  January  17,  1834,  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
States. 

“It  is  in  view  of  this  great  consummation,  Mr. 
President,  the  final  extinction  of  this  dangerous  and 
unconstitutional  moneyed  corporation,  overshadow- 
ing alike  the  government  and  the  people,  that  1, 
for  one,  am  willing  to  let  the  measures  which  have 
been  taken  have  their  course.  The  honorable  sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun),  tells  us, 
however,  that  the  question  is  not  bank  or  no  bank, 
but  whether  we  are  to  have  a bank  organized  and 
controlled  by  congress,  or  a bank  created  and  go- 
verned by  the  president  alone;  for  the  honorable 
senator  seems  to  consider  the  state  banks  which 
may  be  selected  as  depositories  of  the  federal  reve- 
nue as  forming,  in  effect,  a national  bank.  . But 
sir,  if  there  were  no  other  alternative  to  the  agency 
of  the  present  bank  of  the  United  States,  than  the 
employment,  under  the  selection  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  of  state  banks,  (a  supposition  by  no 
state  banks,  deriving  their  existence  from  the  state 
governments,  subjected  to  the  habitual  control  and 
supervision  of  those  governments,  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  whose  directors,  and  the  management  of 
whose  affairs,  the  government  here  would  have  no 
participation — without  a common  head,  checked 
and  controlled  by  rival  institutions,  and  the  share 
of  the  public  deposites  falling  to  each,  a boon 
hardly  worth  the  trouble  of  its  keeping — is  it  pos- 
sible that  institutions  thus  constituted  and  thus  situ- 
ated, could  be  made  the  channels  and  instruments 
of  a formidable  influence,  like  a great  central  cor- 
poration, “penetrating,”  as  Mr.  Jefferson  says,  “by 
its  branches,  every  part  of  the  union,  acting  by 
command  and  in  phalanx,”  and  wielding  an  enor- 
mous accumulation  of  moneyed  power?  Sir,  the 
thing  is  impossible.  The  general  estimate  in  the 
operations  of  the  treasury  is,  that  about  one  quar- 


ter’s revenue  remains,  at  any  given  time,  on  hand 
and  unexpended.  Now,  sir,  when  the  deposite  of 
this  one-fourth  part  of  the  annual  revenue,  reduced, 
too,  as  that  revenue  will  be  by  the  effect  of  existing 
laws,  shall  be  divided  between  some  thirty  or  forty 
state  banks,  is  the  small  share  which  may  fall  to 
the  lot  of  each  such  a consideration  as  could  tempt 
them  from  their  natural  allegiance  to,  and  sympa- 
thies with,  the  governments  which  made  and  can 
unmake  them?  What  has  just  occurred  in  my  own 
state  is  sufficient  to  show  the  utter  incompctency 
of  such  a'  boon  to  affect  the  independent  exercise 
either  of  the  feelings  or  the  judgments  of  the  state 
banks.  But  to  obviate  every  apprehension,  I trust 
a system  wiil  be  devised,  and  1 do  not  hesitate  to 
say  such  an  one  ought  to  be  devised,  providing  for 
a designation  of  the  depositories  of  the  public 
moneys  by  fiyoJ  * mes,  ana  under  tne  control  nf 
congress. 

“Sir,  the  honorable  spnator  from  South  Carolina 
has  also  told  us  that  so  long  as  the  government 
itself  receives  and  pays  away  bank  notes,  it  is  an 
insult  to  the  understanding  to  discourse  of  the  per- 
nicious tendency  and  unconstitulionality  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States;  that  while  the  govern- 
ment, by  so  doing,  treats  bank  notes  as  money,  it 
not  only  has  the  right,  but  is  in  duty  bound,  to  in- 
corporate a bank  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the 
question  of  the  constitutionality  of  such  an  insti- 
tution can  fairly  arise  only  when  the  government 
shall  refuse  to  receive  any  thing  but  gold  and  sil- 
ver in  payment  of  the  public  dues.  Without  stop- 
ping at  present,  to  examine  the  correctness  of  the 
reasoning  of  the  honorable  senator,  (reasoning, 
which  to  my  mind  is  entirely  unsatisfactory,  inas- 
much as  it  makes  a great  question  of  constitutional 
power  to  depend,  not  on  the  fixed  and  immutable 
provisions  of  the  constitution  itself,  but,  in  effect, 
on  the  mere  will  of  the  government,  as  it  may  hap- 
pen to  do  or  not  to  do  a particular  thing)  without 
stopping,  I say,  sir,  to  examine  this  reasoning,  at 
present,  I will  say  to  the  honorable  senator,  that, 
seeing  so  many  abler  gentlemen,  himself  among 
the  number,  while  admitting  the  vital  importance 
of  the  object,  declining  the  task  of  its  prosecution, 

I pledge  myself  to  present  this  great  issue  in  the  shape 
in  ivhich  only  the  honorable  senator  thinks  it  can  be 
legitimately  presented. 

“Sir,  of  all  the  reforms,  social,  political,  or  eco- 
nomical, required  by  the  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
which  promises  in  its  accomplishment  the  iargest 
results  of  utility,  security  and  public  benefit,  is 
beyond  comparison,  the  restoration  of  the  govern- 
ment to  what,  it  was  intended  by  the  framers  of  the 
constitution  to  be,  a hard  money  government.  We  are 
too  much  in  the  habit,  Mr.  President,  of  regarding 
the  evils  of  a paper  system  as  necessary  and  incu- 
rable, and  of  being  content  with  the  delusive  pallia- 
tion of  those  evils,  supposed  to  be  derived  from  the 
controlling  supremacy  of  a national  bank.  Nothing, 
in  my  opinion,  is  more  demonstrable  than  that  the 
great  evil  of  that  system,  its  ruinous  fluctuations 
arising  from  alternate  expansions  aad  contractions 
of  bank  issues,  making  a lottery,  in  effect  of  pri- 
vate fortunes,  and  converting  all  prospective  con- 
tracts and  transactions  into  a species  of  gambling — 
nothing  can  be  more  certain  than -that  these  ruin- 
ous fluctuations  (and  we  have  a striking  proof  of 
it  in  the  present  distresses  of  the  country)  are  in- 
creased, instead  of  being  diminished,  by  the  exis- 
tence of  an  institution  of  such  absolute  ascendency, 
that  when  its  expands,  the  state  banks  expand  with 
it;  when  it  contracts,  those  banks  are  forced,  in 
self-defence,  to  contract  also.  Whatever  influence 
such  an  institution  may  be  supposed  to  exert,  in 
preserving  the  soundness  of  the  currency,  that  ob- 
ject would  be  much  more  effectually  promoted  by  a 
return  as  far  as  practicable,  to  a metallic  circulation. 
The  first  step  towards  thatrq^irn,  is  to  let  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  go  down.  Its  notes  being 
withdrawn,  the  convenience  of  travelling;  jdone 
as  a substitute,  and  enforce  the  necessity  of  cor- 
recting that  undervaluation  of  them  at  the  mint, 
which  is  said  to  have  contributed  to  their  disap- 
pearance. In  concurrence  with  this,  let  measures 
be  taken,  as  it  is  believed  effectual  measures  may 
be  taken,  to  discourage  and  suppress  the  circulation 
of  bank  notes  under  a certain  denomination,  (ten 
or  twenty  dollars),  of  which  the  effect  would  be,  to 
produce  another  accession  to  the  metallic  circulat- 
ing medium.  The  ordinary  channels  of  circula- 
tion, being  thus  supplied  with  gold  and  silver,  the 
government  will  be  prepared,  without  hardship  to 
the  public  creditor,  to  require  payment  of  its  dues  in 
specie,  and  thus  realize  a reform,  than  which  none 
could  be  more  deeply  interesting,  in  every  aspect,  to 
the  safety  and  prosperity  of  the.  country. 

“Sir,  here  is  an  object  worthy  to  engage  the  most 
anxious  labors  of  the  patriot  and  statesman;  and  I 
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feel  persuaded  that,  with  a tythe  of  the  effort  and 


party,  we  should  see  it  happily  accomplished.  I 
conjure  gentlemen,  then,  with  abilities  so  eminent- 
ly fitted  for  this  great  work,  to  lelve  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  to  its  fate — a fate  already  pronounced 
by  the  voice  of  the  nation,  and  called  for  by  the 
highest  considerations  connected  with  the  safety  of 
our  lree  institutions — and  1o  bring  forward  their 
powerful  aid  in  an  effort  to  restore  the  government  to 
its  true  constitutional  character  and  destination — that 
of  a simple,  solid,  hard  money  government.” 

Preliminary  to  the  ground  here  taken  by  Mr. 
Rives,  (at  a time  when  there  was  not  half  as  much 
specie  in  the  country  as  at  this  moment),  viz:  that 
the  government  should  make  preparation  “to  re- 
quire payment  of  its  dues  in  specie,”  and  re- 
store itself  to  its  “true  constitutional  character  and 
destination” — that  of  a “simple,  solid  and  hard 
^vLuNMENT-ncg^  strong  indication 
that  he  was  not  satisfied  with  the  experilnent  ot  the 
date  banks  as  fiscal  agonte.  Unsaid  ccif  there  were 
no  other  alternative  to  the  agency  of  the  present  bank 
of  the  United  States,  ( a supposition  by  no  means  ne- 
cessary in  my  opinion),  &c.  there  were  reasons  to 
satisfy  him  that  they  were  not  so  dangerous  as  the 
‘ enormous  accumulation  of  moneyed  power'  under  one 
common  head.'  fie  was,  however,  (<willing  to  Let 
the  measures  which  have  been  taken  have  their  course ; 
but  [he  continued]  I trust  a system  will  be  devised, 
and  I do  not  hesitate  to  say  such  a one  ought  to  be  de- 
vised, providing  for  a designation  of  the  depositories  of 
the  public  moneys  by  fixed  rules  and  under  the  con- 
trol OF  CONGRESS.” 

And,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun’s  .objection,  “that 
while  the  government  treats  bank  notes  as  money,  it 
not  only  has  the  right,  but  is  in  duty  bound,  to  incor- 
porate a bank  of  the  Umied  States,”  Mr.  Rives  said: 
“I  PLEDGE  MYSELF  TO  PRESENT  THIS 
GREAT  ISSUE  IN  THE  SHAPE  IN  WHICH 
ONLY  THE  HON.  SENATOR  THINKS  IT 
CAN  BE  LEGITIMATELY  PRESENTED.” 
That  great  issue  he  did  present  in  the  next  para- 
graph; it  was,  “the  restoration  of  the  go- 
vernment TO  WHAT  IT  WAS  INTENDED  BY  THE 
FRAMERS  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION  TO  BE — A HARD 
MONEY  GOVERNMENT.” 

It  was  for  these  noble  principles,  previously 
avowed,  and  afterwards  embodied  in  the  ablest  of 
all  his  speeches,  that  Mr.  Rives  was  instructed  out 
of  the  senate  by  the  whig  legislature  of  Virginia. 
He  canonized  these  principles  and  the  greaf  doc- 

fl’ino  c-A  —-  »-*  Of  K f rtp  1 ripfrnnt  irvw  11 I 

signation.  We  should  as  soon  oeliev'e  he  would 
abandon  one  as  the  other.  They  are  the  essentials 
of  democracy;  and  the  course  of  the  administration 
will,  we  trust,  mark  them  more  distinctly  than  any 
that  has  gone  before  it,  as  the  cardinal  discrimina- 
tions which  shall  separate  it,  as  by  a gulf,  from 
those  who  take  a stand  for  the  “aristocracy  of  wealth” 
against  the  “ democracy  of  numbers.” 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUM- 
BIA. 

In  the  last  “Register”  we  stated  that  the  exe- 
cutive committee  of  the  Rhode  Island  anti-slavery 
society  had  submitted  certain  questions  to  their 
candidates  for  congress  in  that  state.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  reply  of  Mr.  Pearce,  and  is  the  only  one 
we  have  seen. 

Letter  of  Mr.  Pearce , in  answer  to  the  following  in- 
quiries: 

1.  Do  you  believe  that  congress  has  a rio-ht  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia?  3 

2 Do  you  believe  that  congress  should  sustain 
unabridged  the  right  of  the  people  to  petition  for 
the  abolition  of  savery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the 
District  of  Columbia? 

^•110  you  believe  that  members  of  congress 
should  sustain,  by  their  influence  and  vote,  the 
prayer  of  those  who  petition  forthe  immediate  abo- 
lition  of  slavery  and  tlj^slave  trade  in  the  District  ol 
Columbia? 

Texa^R)  fil^1  U?nfePS(YiA?'n,nsi' tllp  an  nf>Yn+mn  nf 
Newport,  July  20,  1837. 

Sir:  I received  by  the  mail  of  yesterday,  your 
favor  ol  the  18th  enclosingcertain  questions,  which, 
in  behalf  ol  the  Rhode  Island  anti-slavery  society 
you  request  me  to  answer.  A copy  of  the  questions 
I shall  append  to  the  letter,  and  shall  give  to  them 
in  plain  language,  an  unreserved  reply.  Permit 
me,  however,  to  premise  that  you  might  well  have 
inferred,  by  a close  observation  of  the  votes  I have 
given  you  for  the  last  two  years,  what  my  reply 
would  be,  unless  my  mind  had  undergone  some 
change.  There  has  been  with  me  no  change  of 
mind  upon  the  subjects  to  which  you  have  respec- 
tively called  my  attention.  1 

By  the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  “congress  shall  have 


rr  -““>•»  VI  L1JC  cuuri  auu  power  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases 

talent  daily  expended  in  the  ephemeral  contests  of  whatsoever,  over  such  district,  not  exceeding  ten 
party,  we  should  see  it  happily  accomplished.  I miles  sauare.  and  mar.  bv  cession  of  nsu-tfpuiar 


miles  square,  and  may,  by  session  of  particular 
states,  and  the  acceptance  thereof  by  congress,  be- 
come the  seat  of  government  of  the  United  States.” 

I have  never  been  able  to  reconcile  myself  to  the 
belief,  that  all  cases  whatsoever  meant  any  tiling- 
less  than  all  cases;  or  that  exclusive  legislation  would 
admit  of  the  idea  of  a concurrent  power  of  legisla- 
tion; and  I have  consequently  never  been  able  to 
question  the  power  of  congress  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Right,  however,  is  not  necessarily  incidental  to 
power;  and  the  power  to  do  an  act  does  not,  on  all 
occasions,  and  under  all  circumstances,  confer  a 
right  to  do  it.  Congress  have  this  power,  and  in 
my  opinion  have  also  the  right,_whicb  can  be  exer- 
cised only  in  justice  to  the  rights  of  others,  without 
impairing,  in  the  smallest  degree,  their  rights,  un- 
der the  constitution,  or  the  law  of  the  land,  or  dis- 
turbing uiem  in  rue  enjoyment  of  the  same. 

Disguise  it  as  you  may.  slavery  i=  in  the  lan- 
guage of  some  of  the  most  distinguishetl  men  m 
slaveholding  states,  a moral,  social  and  political 
evil;  and  whenever,  and  wherever,  it  can  be  abo- 
lished, without  entailing  upon  the  community  an 
evil  as  great,  or  greater,  than  slavery  itself,  it  ought 
to  be  abolished.  Unfortunately  lor  us,  it  exists  at 
this  moment  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  its  worst 
form.  There  is  no  slaveholding  state  in  the  union, 
and  perhaps  no  colony  of  any  European  power, 
where  at  this  time  its  evils  are  so  great:  much  has 
been  done  in  the  last  forty  years  for  the  ameliora- 
tion of  the  condition  of  the  slave  in  every  state  in 
this  union;  but  little,  very  little,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  slave,  there,  is  subject  to  and  punished  by 
laws,  not  as  they  now  exist  in  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
but  as  they  did  exist  in  those  states,  before  the  re- 
moval of  the  seat  of  government.  For  this  some 
blame  must  be  attached  to  congress  for  neglect  of 
legislation  on  their  part.  I went  fully  into  this  mat- 
ter, when  there  was  a bill  before  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, six  years  ago,  to  reform  the  penal  code 
for  the  District.  My  remarks  you  may  have  read 
They  were  published  in  the  Telegraph,  a paper 
then  edited  by  gen.  Dull' Green. 

I have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  congress 
should  sustain  unabridged,  the  right  of  the  people 
to  petition  forthe  abolition  ol  slavery,  and  the  slave 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  upon  all  sub- 
jects over  which  they  have  jurisdiction.  The  rio-ht 

Yn  JcannotT'eThso  ?on^naasnw4T1!re  ardre(^Ppae^V)Se^or 

ours  is  a flee  gov ernm<.nf  Such  members  of  con. 
gress  whose  constituents  view  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  in  the  same  light  I do,  should 
sustain  by  their  influence  and  votes  all  peti- 
tions for  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia;  connecting  with  such  aboli- 
tion, such  protection  and  security  cff  the  rights  of 
slaveholder  mand  out  of  said  District,  as  are  gua- 
rantied by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

To  the  journals  of  the  house,  for  the  last  two 
years,  I might  with  propriety  refer  you,  for  my 
opinions  upon  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  U. 
States.  I will,  however,  upon  that  subject  now 
add,  that  I never  would  vote  the  annexation  of  that 
state  to  the  United  States— slavery  at  the  time  be- 
ing tolerated  therein;  and  as  at  present  advised,  I 
would  not  vote  for  the  annexation  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. When  this  takes  place,  it  must  be 
with  the  view  to  the  taking  of  Texas  into  the  union, 
as  a country  out  of  which  one  or  more  states  are  to 
be  formed  and  to  be  admitted  into  our  confederacy. 

I am  not  prepared  to  say  that  this  can  be  done, 
without  an  infraction  of  the  constitution;  and  cer- 
tainly not,  without  gross  injustice  to  the  original 
states,  diminishing  their  relative  force,  political 
power  and  influence. 

You  have  now  my  views  upon  all  the  subjects 
you  have  submitted  to  my  consideration.  They  are 


are  my  views,  and  in  regard  to  them,  it  matters  not 
with  me,  whether  in  this  state,  or  in  the  union,  I 
stand  alone,  am  with  or  against  the  majority. 

But  to  satisfy  you  that  they  are  nut  new  views  or 
opinions,  I might,  in  addition  to  my  recent  votes 
for  confirmation  of  what  I have  said,  confidently 
appeal  to  my  friend,  who  was  my  colleague  in  the 
last  congress,  to  one  at  least,  honorable0  friend  of 
another  state,  a member  of  the  same  congress,  with 
whom  I was  on  terms  of  the  closest  intimacy,  and 
with  whom  I have  frequently  discussed  all  those 
questions,  which  have  been  submitted  by  that  hi<rii- 
ly  respectable  association  and  order,  whose  or°an 
you  are.  I am  with  great  respect,  your  very  obe- 
dient servant,  DUTEE  J.  PEARCE. 

Wm.  M.  Chase,  esq.  corresponding  secretary,  S;c. 


THE  GIFT-HORSE. 

BY  WASHINGTON  IRVING. 

Capt.  Bonneville  slept  in  the  lodge  of  the  venera- 
ble patriarch,  who  had  evidently  conceived  a most 
disinterested  aifection  for  him,  as  was  shown  on  the 
following  morning.  The  travellers,  invigorated  by 
a good  supper,  and  “fresh  from  the  bath  of  repose,” 
were  about  to  resume  their  journey,  when  this  af- 
fectionate old  chief  took  the  captain  aside,  to  let  him 
know  how  much  he  loved  him.  As  a proof  of  his 
regard,  he  had  determined  to  give  him  a fine  horse, 
which  would  go  farther  than  words,  and  put  his 
good  will  beyond  all  question.  So  saying,  he  made 
a signal,  and  forthwith  a beautiful  young  horse,  of  a 
brown  color,  was  led,  prancing  and  snorting  to  the 
place.  Captain  Bonneville  was  suitable  affected  by 
this  mark  of  friendship;  hut  his  experience  in  what 
is  proverbially  called  “Indian  giving,”  made  him 
aware  that  a parting  pledge  was  necessary  on  his 
own  part  to  prove  that  his  friendship  was  recipro- 
cated. He  accordingly  placed  a handsome  rifle  in  the 
hands  of  the  venerable  chief,  whose  benevoieni  neart 
evidently  loucnerl  and  gratified  by  this  outward 
and  visible  sign  of  amity. 

The  worthy  captain  having  now,  as  he  thought, 
balanced  this  little  account  of  friendship,  was  about 
to  shift  his  saddle  to  this  noble  gift-horse,  when 
the  affectionate  patriarch  plucked  him  by  the  sleeve, 
and  introduced  to  him  a whimpering,  whining, 
leathern-skinned  old  squaw,  that  might  have  passed 
for  an  Egyptian  mummy  without  drying.  “This,” 
said  he,  “is  my  wife;  she  is  a good  wife;  I love  her 
very  much.  She  loves  the  horse — she  loves  him  a 
great  deal — she  will  cry  very  much  at  losing  him. 
I do  not  know  how  1 shall  comfort  her — and  that 
makes  my  heart  very  sore.” 

What  could  the  worthy  captain  do  to  console  the 
tender-hearted  old  squaw;  . and,  peradventure,  to 
save  the  venerable  patriarch  from  a curtain  lecture? 
He  bethought  himself  of  a pair  of  earbobs;  it  was 
true,  the  patriarch’s  bettpr  half  was  of  an  age  and 
appearance  that  seemed  to  put  personal  vanity  out 
of  the  question;  but  when  is  personal  vanity  extinct? 
The  moment  he  produced  the  glittering  earbobs, 
the  whimpering  and  the  whining  of  the  sempiter- 
nal beldame  was  at  an  end.  She  eagerly  placed  the 
precious  baubles  in  her  ears,  and,  though  as  ugly  as 
the  witch  of  Endor,  went  off  with  a sideling  gait  and 
coquettish  air,  as  though  she  had  been  a perfect  Se- 
miramis. 

The  captain  had  now  saddled  his  newly  acquired 
steed,  and  his  foot  was  in  the  stirrup,  when  the  af- 
fectionate patriarch  again  stepped  forward;  and  pre- 
sented to  him  a young  pierced-nose,  v.liu  liau  a pe- 
T-’T'';5;-  — 1 — 'r  .“rDLLi  ” »«i<1  the  venerable 
chief,  “is  my  son:  he  is  very  good — a great  horse- 
man— he  always  took  care  of  this  very  fine  horse 

he  brought  him  up  from  a colt,  and  made  him  what 
he  is— he  is  very  found  of  this  fine  horse — he  loves 
him  like  a brother  -his  heart  will  be  very  heavy 
when  this  fine  horse  leaves  the  camp.” 

What  could  the  captain  do  to  reward  the  youth- 
ful hope  of  this  venerable  pair,  and  comfort  him  for 
the  loss  ot  his  foster-brother,  the  horse?  He  be- 
thought him  of  a hatchet,  which  might  be  spared 
from  his  slender  stores.  No  sooner  did  he  place 
the  implement  in  the  hands  of  the  young  hopeful, 
than  his  countenance  brightened  up,  and  he  went 
off  rejoicing  in  his  hatchet,  to  the  full  as  much  as 
did  his  respectable  mother  in  her  earbobs. 

The  captain  was  now  in  the  saddle,  and  about  to 
start,  when  the  affectionate  old  patriarch  stepped 
forward  for  the  third  time,  and  while  he  laid  one 
hand  gently  on  the  mane  of  the  horse,  held  up  the 
rifle  in  the  other.  “This  rifle,”  said  he,  “shall  be 
my  great  medicine.  I will  hug  it  to  my  heart— I 
will  always  love  it,  for  the  sake  of  my  good  friend, 
the  bald-headed  chief.  But  a rifle,  by  itself,  is 
dumb — I cannot  make  it  speak.  If  I had  a little 
powder  and  ball,  I would  take  it  out  with  me,  and 
would  now  and  then  shoot  a deer;  and  when  I 
brought  the  meat  home  to  my  hungry  family,  I 
would  say — this  was  killed  by  the  rifle  of  my 
[^f^^n^elio^rle*7*163'*6^  to  whom  I gave  that 

rJh^waS  n.°uejrlin8'  thIs  aPPeal;  the  captain, 
forthwith  furn^hed  the  coveted  supply  of  powder 
and  ball,  but  at  the  same  time  put  spurs  to  his 
very  fine  gift-horse,  and  the  first  trial  of  his  soeed 
was  to  get  out  of  all  further  manifestation  of  friend- 
ship on  the  part  of  the  affectionate  old  patriarch 
and  his  insinuating  family. 

CONSUMPTION. 

We  find  the  following  publication  in  the  New 
York  Commercial  Advertiser: 

The  late  lamented  death  of  Dr.  Buslie,  from  that 
form  of  consumption  known  as  chronic  bronchitis, 
painfully  reminds  me  of  a duty  the  subscriber  owes 
to  his  profession  and  to  society,  of  making  known 
a simple  form  of  treatment  that  has  never  failed 
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him  in  curing  this  form  of  consumption,  so  destruc- 
tive to  the  clergy  and  literary  professions;  this  treat- 
ment is  of  nearly  equal  efficacy  in  catarrhal  phthisic, 
and  is  a valuable  remedy  for  consumption  in  all  its 
forms  when  in  its  chronic  stages,  and  free  from  any 
inflammatory  symptoms.  This  treatment  is  based 
on  the  pathology  of  consumption,  as  a generic  name 
for  disease. 

Under  the  name  of  consumption  are  included  that 
variety  of  diseases  of  the  lungs  attended  with  ex- 
pectoration of  purulent  matter  from  the  breathing- 
surface  of  the  lungs,  connected  with  emaciation, 
hectic  fever,  and  its  concomitants,  night  sweats, 
colliquative  diarrhoea,  &c.  All  the  forms  of  consump- 
tion act  upon  the  general  health  from  one  common 
cause — the  presence  of  matter  acting  upon  absorb- 
ing surfaces,  and  this  producing  those  symptoms 
known  as  hectic  fever.  It  is  the  presence  and  vio- 
lence of  this  symptom  of  consumption,  that  pros- 
trates the  patient,  until  it  more  or  less  slowly  ends 
in  death.  It  is  the  consequence  of  this  hectic  fever, 
and  not  the  immediate  disease  of  the  lungseausing 
it,  that  forms  the  source  of  fataliry  from  consump- 
tion. 

The  treatment  I now  with  reluctant  diffidence 
submit,  I have  successfully  used  for  more  than 
twelve  years,  and  during  that  period  of  medical 
practice,  I am  not  aware  of  having  lost  more  than 
four  or  five  patients  from  all  the  various  forms  of 
consumption,  and  these  were  mostly  passed  to  that 
stage  of  diseafe  where  the  structure  of  the  lungs 
had  become  so  extensively  diseased  as  to  preclude 
the  use  of  more  than  palliative  treatment.  Cases 
of  chronic  bronchitis  were  in  every  instance  cured 
by  it,  even  when  the  purulent  expectoration  amount- 
ed to  pints  daily,  with  hectic  fever,  diarrhoea,  cold 
sweats  and  entire  physical  prostration. 

The  treatment  is  the  administration  of  sulphate 
of  copper  in  nauseating  doses,  combined. with  gum 
ammoniac,  given  so  as  to  nauseate  but  not  ordinari- 
ly to  produce  full  vomiting;  the  usual  dose  for  this 
purpose  i3  about  half  a grain  and  five  grains  of  the 
respective  ingredients,  in  a teaspoonful  of  water, 
to  be  taken  at  first  twice,  and  in  the  convalescent 
stages  once  a day. 

In  case  of  chronic  bronchitis  a gargle  of  the  Sul- 
phate of  copper  alone  is  superadded.  In  this  latter 
form  of  consumption,  this  treatment  almost  invaria- 
bly- suspends  the  hectic  symptoms  in  a few  days, 
and  the  disease  rapidly  advances  to  its  final  cure. 

In  cases  of  the  more  proper  forms  of  consumption, 
the  treatment  must  be  intermitted  frequently  and 
again  returned  to;  and  whenever  soreness  of  the 
efiesi,  u . inner  symptoms  ot  inflammatory  action 
exists,  the  treatment  should  bo  suspended;  as  it.  is 
in  the  chronic  state  aTone  that  the  remedy  is  indicat- 
ed or  useful — that  state  in  which  the  condition  of 
the  general  system,  as  sympathetically  involved, 
becomes  the  more  prominent  symptom,  and  the 
success  of  the  treatment  depends  chiefly  on  the 
breaking  up  this  sympathetic  action  of  the  diseased 
lung,  on  the  more  healthy  tone  of  the  stomach,  and 
increasing  its  digestive  powers,  and  likewise  caus- 
ing, during  nauseating  action,  a more  active  and 
healthy  circulation  of  blood  through  the  lungs,  its 
curative  powers  are  more  immediately  attributed  to 
these  effects  of  its  action.  But  theory  apart,  the 
treatment  is  presented  based  on  more  than  ten  years 
experience  of  its  curative  advantages,  in  the  proper 
treatment  of  diseases  of  muco-purulent  and  puru- 
lent expectoration. 

Having  left  a profession  that  more  nearly  than 
any  other  approaches  the  pure  duties  of  humanity, 
but  which  has  nearly  ceased  in  this  country  to  be 
honorable  or  profitable,  I have  little  motive  in  ex- 
posing myself  to  that  certain  ridicule  that  follows 
the  annunciation  that  consumption  may  be  cured, 
but  the  assurance  of  practicable  experience,  and  the 
desire  of  making  public  a means  of  saving  life,  in 
one  of  tile  most  frequent  and  unwelcome  exits. 

ED VV.  C.  COOPER,  M.  D. 
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From  the  New  York  American. 

Great  complaints  have.  h»o„  in  T'.ntrlnnH  nr 

the  abuses  ami  sufferings  connected  with  early  and 
prolonged  labor,  especially  by  children!, 'in  cotton 
factories,  and  legislative  wisdom  has  been  tasked  to 
devise  some  means  of  protecting  the  operatives 
against  demands  for  excessive  labor,  without  so 
interfering  with  the  profits  of  the  factories  as  to 
discourage  their  work. 

Mr.  Senior,  a man  of  deserved  authority  on  all 
questions  of  political  economy,  has  recently  made  a 
tour  of  the  manufacturing  district  in  and  around 
Manchester,  and  published  in  a pamphlet  the  re- 
sult of  his  observations,  which  is  adverse  to  any 
further  legislation. 

Tlie  facts  and  observalions  in  some  of  the  an- 
nexed extracts  are  curious,  and  will  not  be  without 
interest  here. 


Peculiarity  of  the  cotton  manufacture. 

“I  have  always  been  struck  by  the  difference  be- 
tween the  hours  of  work  usual  over  the  whole 
world  in  cotton  factories  and  in  other  employments; 
and  did  not,  until  now,  perceive  the  reasons.  It 
seems  to  arise  from  two  causes — first,  the  great 
proportion  of  fixed  to  circulating  capital,  which 
makes  long  hours  of  work  desirable;  and  secondly, 
the  extraordinary  lightness  oi  the  labor,  ii  labor  it 
can  be  called,  which  renders  them  practicable.  I 
will  take  them  separately. 

“I.  I find  the  usual  computation  to  be  that  the 
fixed  capital  is  in  the  proportion  of  four  to  one  to 
the  circulating;  so  that  if  a manufacturer  has 
£50,000  to  employ,  he  will  expend  £40,000  in 
erecting  his  mill  and  filling  it  with  machinery,  and 
devote '’only  £10,000  to  the  purchase  of  raw  ma- 
terial, (cotton,  Hour  and  coals),  and  the  payment 
of  wages.  I find  also,  that  the  whole  capital  is 
supposed  in  general  to  be  turned  over,  (or,  in  other 
words,  that  goods  are  produced  and  sold  represent- 
ing the  value  of  the  whole  capital,  together  with 
tlie  manufacturer's  protit),  in  about  <i  in  fa- 

vorable times  in  rather  less— in  others,  such  as  the 
present,  in  rather  more.  I find  also,  that  the  net 
profit  annually  derived  may  be  estimated  at  ten 
per  cent,  some  computations  placing  it  as  low  as 
seven  arid  a half,  others  as  high  as  eleven;  ten  1 
believe  to  be  about  the  average.  But  in  order  to 
realize  this  net  profit,  a gross  profit  of  rather  more 
titan  fifteen  per  cent,  is  necessary;  for  although  the 
circulating  capital,  being  continually  restored  to  its 
original  form  of  money,  may  be  considered  ns  in- 
destructible, the  fixed  capital  is  subject  to  inces- 
sant deterioration,  not  only  from  wear  and  tear, 
but  also  from  constant  mechanical  improvements, 
which  in  eight  or  nine  years  render  obsolete  ma- 
chinery which  when  first  used  was  the  best  of  its 
kind. 

“Under  the  present  law,  no  mill  in  which  persons 
under  eighteen  years  of  ago  are  employed,  (and, 
therefore,  scarcely  any  mill  at  ail),  can  be  ■ worked 
more  than  eleven  and  a half  hours  a-day — that  is, 
twelve  hours  for  five  days  in  the  week,  and  nine  on 
Saturday.” 

Mr.  Senior  then  enters  into  an  analysis,  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  whole  net  profit  is  de- 
rived from  the  work  done  in  the  last  hour.  If  tlie 
factory  could  be  kept  at  work  an  hour  and  a half 
longer,  the  net  profit  would  be  doubled;  if  the  time 
were  reduced  one  hour  per  day,  net  profit  would  be 
destroyed;  and  if  it  were  reduced  an  hour  and  a 
half,  even  gross  profit  would  go.  The  tendency  of 
improvements  in  machinery,  and  in  the  means  of 
transport,  Is  iu  luu-casc  mis  aisjMujviyi-iiv.,  -Circa 
latingto  fixed  capital;  and  Mr.  Senior  says — 

“Under  such  circumstances,  I fully  anticipate, 
that,  in  a very  few  years,  the  fixed  capital,  instead1' 
of  its  present  proportion,  will  be  as  6 to  7 or  even 
10  to  1 to  the  circulating;  and  consequently,  that  the 
motives  to  long  hours  of  work  will  become  greater 
as  the  only  means  by  which  a large  proportion  of 
fixed  capital  can  be  made  profitable.  ‘When  a la- 
borer,’ said  Mr.  Ashworth  to  me,  “lays  down  his 
spade,  he  renders  useless,  for  that  period,  a capital 
worth  eighteen  pence:  when  one  of  our  people 
leaves  the  mill,  he  renders  useless  a capital  that  has 
cost  $100.’  ” 

The  employment  in  a cotton  factory  is  not,  how- 
ever, so  severe  as  has  been  asserted. 

“The  exceeding  easiness  of  cotton  factory  labor 
renders  long  hours  of  work  practicable.  With  the 
exception  of  the  mule  spinners,  a very  small  portion 
of  the  operatives,  probably  not  exceeding  12,000  or 
15,000  in  tlie  whole  kingdom,  and  constantly  di- 
minishing in  number,  the  work  is  merely  that  of 
watching  the  machinery,  and  piecing  tlie  threads 
that  break.  I have  seen  tlie  girls  who  thus  attend, 
standing  with  their  arms  , folded  during  the  whole 
time  that  I stayed  in  the  room — others  sewing  a 
handkerchief  or  sitting  down.  The  work,  in  fact, 
is  scarcely  equal  to  that  of  a shopman  behind  a 
counter  in  a frequented  shop — mere  confinement, 
attention  and  attendance. 

( < TT>->/3  or*  ilaocfi  r»jrt*n  nooc  y>nl  f An  linvo 

always  been  worked  for  very  long  hours.  From 
thirteen  to  fifteen,  or  even  sixteen  hours,  appear  to 
be  the  usual  hours  per  day  abroad.  Our  own,  at 
their  commencement,  were  kept  going  the  whole 
twenty-four  hours.  The  difficulty  of  cleaning  and 
repairing  tlie  machinery,  and  the  divided  responsi- 
bility— arising  from  the  necessity  of  employing  a 
double  staff  of  overlookers,  book  keepers,  &c.  have 
nearly  put  an  end  to  this  practice;  but  until  I-Iob- 
house’s  act  reduced  them  to  sixty-nine,  our  facto- 
ries generally  worked  from  seventy  to  eighty-hours 
per  week.  Any  plan,  therefore,  which  should  re- 
duce the  present  comparatively  short  hours,  must 
either  destroy  profit,  or  reduce  wages  to  the  Irish 
standard,  or  raise  the  price  of  the  commodity,  by  an 
amount  which  it  is  not  easy  for  me  to  estimate. 


“The  estimate  in  the  paper  signed  by  the  princi- 
pal fine  spinners,  is,  that  it  would  raise  prices  by 
16  per  cent.  That  the  increase  of  price  would  be 
such  as  to  occasion,  even  in  tlie  home  market,  a 
great  diminution  of  consumption,  I have  no  doubt, 
and  from  all  that  I read  and  hear,  on  tlie  subject  of 
foreign  competition,  I believe  that  it  would,  in  a 
great  measure,  exclude  us  from  the  foreign  market, 
which  now  takes  off  three-fourths  of  our  annual 
production. 


“Every  increase  of  price  will  further  diminish 
consumption;  and  every  further  diminution  of  con- 
sumption will  occasion  an  increased  relative  cost  of 
production,  and  consequently  a further  increase  of 
price.  First  will  go  the  foreign  market — already  in 
a precarious  state,  and,  once  lost,  irrecoverable; 
since,  according  to  the  law  to  which  I have  referred, 
tlie  more  our  rivals  produce— the  wider  the  mar- 
kets which  are  opened  to  their  competition  in  conse- 
quence of  the  rise  of  English  prices — the  cheaper 
they  will  be  able  to  produce.  This  again,  by  di- 
mi.'.iohing  tl>e  quantity  produced  at  home,  will  in- 
crease its  relative  cost  of  production;  and  that  again 
will  increase  prices  and  diminish  consumption;  un- 
til I think  I see,  as  in  a map,  the  succession  of 
causes  which  may  render  the  cotton  manufactures 
of  England  mere  matter  of  history. 

“I  have  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  a ten  hours’  bill 
would  be  utterly  ruinous.  And  I do  not  believe 
that  any  restriction  whatever  of  the  present  Lours 
of  work  could  be  safely  made.” 

Results  of  the  factory  system  upon  its  “victims.” 

“The  general  impression  on  us  all  as  to  tlie  effects 
of  factory  labor  has  been  unexpectedly  favorable. 
The  factory  work-people  in  the  couni ry  districts 
are  the  plumpest,  best  clothed,  and  healthiest  look- 
ing persons  of  the  laboring  class  that  I have  ever 
seen.  The  girls,  especially,  are  far  more  good- 
looking  (and  good  looks  are  fair  evidence  of  healtii 
and  spirits)  than  the  daughters  of  agricultural  la- 
borers. The  wages  earned  per  family  are  more 
than  double  those  of  the  south.  We  examined  at 
Egerton  three  of  the  Bledlow  pauper  migrants. — 
Being  fresh  to  the  trade,  they  cannot  be  very  ex- 
pert; yet  one  family  earned  £ 1 19s.  6d.  and  ano- 
ther £2  13s.  C d.  and  the  other  £l  16s.  per  week. 
At  Hyde  we  saw  another.  They  had  six  children, 
under  thirteen;  and  yet  the  earnings  of  the  lather 
and  two  elder  children  were  30s.  a week.  All  these 
families  live  in  houses  to  which  a Gloucestershire 
cottage  would  be  a mere  out-house.  And  not  only 
are  factory  wages  high,  but,  what  is  more  import- 
ant, the  employment  is  constant.  Nothing, in  fact, 
thp  stakes  of  the  work-people  themselves, 
seems  to  interrupt  it. 

“Even  now,  when  the  handloom  weavers  and 
1 Pacemakers  are  discharged  by  thousands,  the  fac- 
tory operatives  are  in  full  employ.  This  is  one  of 
the  consequences  of  the  great  proportion  of  fixed 
capital,  and  the  enormous  loss  which  follows  its 
standing  idle  for  a single  day.  Nothing  can  exceed 
the  absurdity  of  the  lamentations  oyer  the  children 
as  ‘crowded  in  factories.’  Crowding  in  a factory 
is  physically  impossible.  The  machinery  occupies 
tlie  bulk  of  the  space;  the  persons  who  have  to  at- 
tend to  it  are  almost  too  distant  to  converse.  Bir- 
ley’s  weaving-room,  covering  an  acre  of  ground, 
had  not  space  among  the  looms  for  more  than  170 
persons.  Bailey’s  factory,  covering  two  acres  and 
a half,  one  story  high,  and  therefore,  taking  together 
the  ground  floor  and  first  floor,  containing' five  acres 
of  apartment,  was  to  be  worked  by  about  800  ope- 
ratives, which  gives  more  than  15  yards  square  to 
each.  I only  wish  that  my  work-room  in  South- 
ampton buildings  had  as  much  space,  in  proportion 
to  the  people  in  it.” 

Personel  machinery. 

“The  ‘personel’  of  a large  factory  is  a machine 
as  complicated  as  its  ‘materiel,’  and  is,  i think,  on 
the  whole,  the  great  triumph  of  sir  R.  Arkwright’s 
genius.  In  such  an  establishment,  from  700  to  1,400 
persons,  of  all  ages  and  both  sexes,  almost  ail  work- 
ing by  the  piece,  and  earning  wages  of  every  amount 
helween  turn  shillings  a) id  fortv  shillings  a week, 
are  engaged  in  producing  one  ultima^?  effect,  which 
is  dependent  on  their  combined  exertions.  Any 
stoppage,  even  any  irregularity  in  one  department, 
deranges  the  whole.  A strict  and  almost  supersti- 
tious discipline  is  necessary  to  keep  this  vast  in- 
strument going  for  a single  day.  Now  how,  ask 
the  mill-owners,  could  this  discipline  be  kept  up, 
if  the  sub-inspectors  were  at  liberty  to  walk  over 
our  establishments  at  all  hours;  listen  to  the  com- 
plaints and  jealousies  of  all  our  servants,  and  at 
their  instigation  summon  us  as  criminals  before  the 
magistrates?  Could  the  discipline,  they  ask  of  a 
regiment  or  of  a ship  be  carried  on,  if  we  had  sub- 
inspectors of  regiments,  with  power  to  ask  all  the 
privates  for  grievances,  and  summon  their  officers 
for  penalties?” 
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THE  JACQUARD  LOOM. 

From  the  Journal  of  the  American  Institute. 

This  wonderful  mechanism  alibrds  an  illustration 
of  the  effects  of  premiums,  bounties,  &c.  in  awak- 
ening dormant  genius.  It  also  affords  another  ex- 
ample of  the  heretofore  almost  universally  pervading 
hostility  to  improvements.  ° 

We  are  in  reality  more  indebted  to  inventors  for 
the  innumerable  comforts  that  are  brought  to  our 
reach,  than  to  any  other  class  of  men.  Take  away 
the  steam  engine,  and  with  it  the  steam  boat,  the 
cotton  and  the  woollen  spinning  machinery,  and  the 
power-loom,  and  what  a mighty  revolution  would 
lollow  in  England,  on  the  continent,  and  over  our 
country.  Half  of  the  production  and  commerce  of 
the  world  would  perish;  the  cotton  crops  of  the 

plantation  states  would  not  pay  transportation 

l ie  liberality  of  modern  times  will  soon  dissipate 
all  prejudices  and  hostility  to  improvement,  and 
inventors  will  be  hailed  as  benefactors,  and  encour- 
aged, and  aided,  and  secured  in  their  rights  as  other 
citizens.  The  new  patent  law  is  the  harbinger  of 
better  things,  we  hope,  to  this  much  injured  portion 
of  mankind. 

The  following  account  is  given  of  the  Jacquard 
loom,  by  Dr.  Ure: 

^Ite  inventor  of  that  beautiful  mechanism  was 
originally  an  obscure  straw  hat  manufacturer,  who 
had  never  turned  his  mind  to  automatic  mechanics, 
till  he  had  an  opportunity,  by  the  peace  of  Amiens’ 
of  seeing  in  an  English  newspaper  the  offer  of  a 
reward  by  our  society  of  arts  to  any  man  who  should 
weave  a net  by  machinery.  He  forthwith  roused 
his  dormant  faculties,  and  produced  a net  by  mech- 
anism; but  not  finding  the  means  of  encouragement 
in  the  state  of  his  country,  he  threw  it  aside  for 
some  time,  and  eventually  gave  it  to  a friend,  as  a 
matter  of  little  moment.  The  net,  however,  got  by 
some  means  into  the  hands  of  the  public  authorities, 
and  was  sent  to  Paris.  After  a considerable  period 
when  Jacquard  had  ceased  to  think  of  his  invention’ 
the  prelect  of  the  department  sent  for  him,  and  said: 
‘You  have  directed  your  attention  to  the.  making  of 
net  by  machinery?’  He  did  not  immediately  recol- 
lect it,  but  the  net  being  produced,  recalled  every 
tiling  to  his  mind.  J 

“On  being  desired  by  the  prefect  to  make  the  ma- 
chine which  had  led  to  that  result,  Jacquard  asked 
three  weeks  time  for  the  purpose.  He  then  return- 
ed with  it,  and  requested  the  prefect  to  strike  with 
his  foot  on  a part  ol  the  machine,  whereby  a mesh 
was  added  to  the  net.  On  its  beino-  sent 'to  Paris 
an  order  was  issued  for  the  arrest  of  its  constructor’ 
by  Napoleon,  in  his  usual  sudden  and  arbitrary 
He  was  placed  i mmediateiy  in  charge  of  a gendarme, 
and  was  not  allowed  to  go  to  his  house  to  provide 
himself  with  necessaries  for  his  journey.  Arrived! 
in  the  metropolis,  he  was  placed  in  the  conservatoire 
des  arts,  and  required  to  make  the  machine  there  in 
presence  of  inspectors;  an  order  with  which  he  ac- 
cordingly complied. 

“On  his  being  presented  to  Bonaparte  and  Car- 
not, the  former  addressed  him  with  an  air  of  incre- 
dulity, in  the  following  coarse  language:  ‘Are  you 
the  man  who  pretends  to  do  what  God  Almighty 
cannot  do,  to  tie  a knot  in  a stretched  string?’  He 
then  produced  the  machine,  and  exhibited  its  mode 
of  operation.  He  was  afterwards  called  upon  to  ex- 
amine a loom  on  which  from  20,000  to  30,000  francs 
had  been  expended  for  making  fabrics  for  Bona- 
parte’s use.  He  undertook  to  do,  by  a simple  mech- 
anism what  had  been  attempted  in  vain  by  a very 
complicated  one,  and,  taking  as  his  pattern  a model- 
machine  of  Vaueanson,  he  produced  the  famous 
Jacquard  loom.  He  returned  to  his  native  town, 
rewarded  with  a pension  of  1,000  crowns,  but  ex- 
perienced the  utmost  difficulty  to  introduce  his  ma- 
chine among  the  silk  weavers,  and  was  three  times 
exposed  to  imminent  dangerof  assassination.  The 
conseil  des  prud’ homines , who  are  the  official  con- 
servators of  the  trade  of  Lyons,  broke  up  his  loom 
in  the  public  place,  sold  the  iron  and  wood  for  old 
materials,  and  .denounced  him  as  an  object  of  uni- 
versal hatred  and  ignominy.  Nm*  it  tin  tn„ 
French  people  were  beginning  to  feel  the  force  of 
foreign  coinpetrtion  that  they  had  recourse  to  this 
admirable  aid  of  their  countryman;  since  which 
time  they  have  found  it  to  be  the  only  real  protec- 
tion and  prop  of  their  trade.” 


public  affairs,  and  it  will  be  their  duty  to  <rive  to 
her  majesty  such  advice  as  may  be,  in  ’their  hid"-- 
ment,  best  calculated  to  fulfil  her  majesty’s  eerier- 
ous  intentions  of  maintaining  the  libertie's  and  im- 
proving the  laws  of  the  kingdom  which  she  has 
been  called  by  Divine  Providence  to  govern.  Nor 
will  .ier  majesty  expect  in  vain  from  a loyal  people 
that  support  which  to  the  sovereign  of  a free  coun- 
try is  the  source  of  strength,  dignify  and  power. 

bmee  I have  had  the  honor  of  being  elected  to 
serve  you  in  parliament,  some  important  steps  have 
been  taken  to  improve  the  existing  laws.. 

By  the  act  for  the  amendment  of  municipal  cor 
porations,  the  householders  of  our  towns  have  ob- 
tained  that  due  control  over  their  own  local  affairs 
which  is  agreeable  to  the  spirit  oi  our  constitution, 
conformable  to  the  intention  of  ancient  charters, 
and  due  to  their  own  worth. 

The  session  of  1S36  was  not  barren  of  legislative 
measures.  ° 

The  act  for  the  commutation  of  tithes  in  England 
provides  3.11  pV'Ecmiw-a.l  racttroil  Tux  tr.?Ecliano-jr)cr  Hip 
vexatious  power  of  taking  a tenth  of  the  "produce 
ot  the  land  into  regular  and  fixed  payments. 

I bus  the  land-owner  and  the  farmer  can  improve 
the  sod  without  fear  of  loss,  and  the  clergy  can 
collect  their  just  incomes,  neither  blamed  for  ex- 
tortion  nor  impoverished  by  forbearance. 

In  the  same  session  the  Protestant  dissenters  ob- 
tained the  right  ol  solemnizing  marriage  according 
to  their  own  forms,  and  the  whole  community  gain- 
ed a general  and  uniform  system  of  registration  of 
births,  deaths  and  marriages. 

In  the  present  session,  inferrupted  as  it  has  been 
in  its  course,  and  abruptly  terminated  as  it  must 
be,  a considerable  mitigation  will,  I trust,  be  made 
injhe  provisions  of  our  statutes  relating  to  capital 
ofiences,  and  some  improvement  effected  in  other 
departments  of  the  law. 

More  than  this  has  in  fact  been  obtained.  The 
foundations  have  been  laid  for  a better,  because 
juster,  system  of  legislation  towards  Ireland,  and 
we  are  no  longer  told,  even  by  our  opponents,  that 
the  absolute  denial  ot  municipal  corporations  to 
that  country  is  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
Protestant  church. 


oppose  any  propositions  for  the  adoption  of  an 
elective  house  of  lords,  or  of  the  voluntary  princi- 
pie  in  religion.  * 1 

There  is  but  one  subject  more  to  which  I shall 
particularly  allude,  as  it  has  been  little  discussed  hi 
parliament,  I mean  tile  extension  of  education.— 
the  state  has  in  this  matters  paramount  duty  to 
perform.  It  was  the  benevolent  wish  of  George 
the  third  that  every  child  in  his  dominions  might 
be  able  to  read  the  Bible.  May  bis  illustrious  de- 
scendant  see  that  wish  accomplished!  May  the 
diffusion  of  knowledge,  the  increase  of  religion  and 
morality,  and  the  augmented  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple, make  the  present  reign  more  truly  glorious 
than  triumphs  in  the  field  have  rendered  those 
which  preceded  it,  and  “peace  have  her  victories 
no  less  renowned  than  war.” 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  obliged 

3 lthful  servan(>  J.  RUSSELL". 

Wilton-crescent,  June  29. 


BRITISH  POLITICS. 

Jjord  John  Russell’s  address  to  the  electors  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Stroud. 

Gentlemen:  The  lamented  death  of  the  late 
king  will  render  necessary  an  early  dissolution  of 
parliament,  and  it  is  my  intention  again  to  request 
at  your  hands  the  honor  of  being  one  of  your  repre- 
sentatives. 

The  queen  has  been  pleased  to  confide  to  lord 
Melbourne  and  his  colleagues  the  administration  of 


In  administering  the  affairs  of  Ireland  yet  more 
efficient  progress  has  been  made.  Tranquillity  has 
been  maintained  by  the  enforcement  of  the  ordina- 
ry operations  of  the  law,  and  the  unaccustomed 
blessings  ol  a vast  majority  of  the  people  have 
given  vigor  to  the  executive  authority,  and  strength 
to  the  legislative 

Who,  then,  are  the  persons  reckless  enough  to 
place  themselves  between  the  queen  and  her  sub- 
jects: intercepting  the  benefits  of  a just  protection, 
and  chilling  (he  impulse  of  a grateful  loyalty. 

the  conduct  of  those  who  usually  oppose  Go- 
vernment has  been  various.  - ~ ° 

The  duke  of  Wellington,  raising  himself  above 
parly  views  has  supported  the  poor-law  amendment 
act  with  a fearlessness  and  sincerity  which  have 
been  little  imitated  by  the  mass  of  his  party.  In 
the  house  of  commons  the  .chief  effort  of  the  so 
called  conservatives  has  been  directed  (vainly)  to 
affix  a mark  ol  dishonor  on  their  countrymen  gal- 
lantly contending  in  arms  in  a foreign  land.  In°the 
country,  their  adherents  have  been  dishonestly  ac- 
tive in  sowing  the  seeds  of  religious  intolerance 
and  national  discord. 

The  future  parliament  will  have  to  consider 
many  arduous  and  weighty  matters. 

The  settlement  of  the  civil  list  will  not,  I trust, 
occasion  much  difference  of  opinion.  It  is  not  for 
the  true  honor  of  the  crown  to  affect  concealment 
or  reserve  with  respect  to  its  revenue  or  expendi- 
ture. Nor  is  it  for  the  interest  or  accordant  to  the 
feelings  of  the  people  to  diminish  the  becoming 
dignity  ol  the  sovereign. 

The  authors  and  supporters  of  the  poor-law 
amendment  act  have  never  shrunk  from  an  exami- 
nation or  discussion  of  that  reforming  measure; 
and  if  any  improvements  can  be  made. in  ;ts  »m<.i 
ments  or  in  its  administration,  they  will  be  willing 
to  consider  and  adopt  them.  But  of  the  utility  of 
the  measure  itself  I cannot  entertain  a doubt. 

With  respect  to  other  questions  of  great  import- 
ance my  opinions  and  conduct  during  the  past  must 
serve  as  an  indication  for  the  future. 

I have  endeavored  to  strengthen  our  institutions 
by  reforming  them;  to  obtain  complete  and  full  li- 
berty for  every  religious  opinion;  to  give  to  Ireland 
the  franchises  of  Great  Britain.  But  in  so  doing  I 
have  been  cautious  not  so  to  innovate  as  to  admit 
any  principle  by  which  our  ancient  institutions 
might  themselves  be  endangered;  not  so  to  define 
religious  liberty  as  to  weaken  the  established 
church;  not  so  to  provide  for  the  wants  and  wishes 
of  the  people  of  Ireland  as  to  break  or  disturb  the 
unity  of  the  empire.  In  this  spirit  I must  always 


Sir  Robert  Peel  to  the -electors  of  Tamworth 
When  I last  addressed  you  I idled  ulo  w'hest 
station  in  point  of  responsibility  and  power  in 
which  a subject  of  the  crown  can  be  placed,  and  1 
then  felt  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  set  forth  the 
principles  on  which  I intended  to  act,  and  the  prac- 
tical application  of  them  to  various  measures  of 
public  concern,  which  were  about  to  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  legislature.  * 

Those  principles  met  with  your  sanction,  and  I 
ti  ust  you  will  find,  on  a review  of  the  course  which 
I have  taken,  that  as  well  during  my  short  tenure 
of  official  power,  as  since  my  retirement  from  it  I 
have  steadfastly  adhered  to  them;  that  I have  ful- 
filled every  promise  which  I made  with  regard 
to  the  relief  of  conscientious  scruples,  or  to  im- 
provements in  the  enactments  or  administration  of 
the  law;  and  above  all,  that  I have  labored  to  de- 
fend the  constitution  from  schemes  of  dangerous 
innovation,  to  protect  the  just  privileges  and  autho- 
rity of  each  branch  of  the  legislature,  and  to  main- 
tain the  Protestant  reformed  religion  as  the  estab- 
lished and  national  church. 

In  cordial  concurrence  with  that  powerful  con- 
servative party  with  which  I am  proud  to  boast  of 
my  connexion,  looking  rather  to  the  defence  of 
gieat  principles  than  to  the  mere  temporary  inter- 
ests of  party,  I have  given  a zealous  support  to  a 
weak  and  inefficient  government  whenever  it  has 
offered  an  opposition,  however  lukewarm  anil  hesi- 
tating, to  projects  of  further  change  In  the  system 
Ot  represeiliaiiuji,  ui  JU  me  • uaitince  ut  uiu  V.U1IM1- 
tuted  authorities  of  the  -slate.  I have  strenuously 
resisted  that  government  on  every  occasion  on 
which,  with  reference  to  our  foreign  or  domestic 
policy,  I deemed  its  measures  disparaging  to  the 
character  of  the  country,  or  injurious  to  its  inter- 
ests. 

I shall  continue  to  act  in  conformity  with  these 
principles,  believing  that  the  steady  maintenance  of 
them  has  averted  much  of  immediate  evil,  and  en- 
couraged in  supporting  them  by  their  growing  in- 
fluence among  the  most  intelligent  classes  of  the 
community — those  classes  which  have  the  deepest 
interest  in  the  cause  of  good  government,  and 
which  are  convinced  that  tiie  redress  of  every  real 
grievance  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  constitution  and  the  support  ®f  the 
national  church. 

I have  every  hope  and  belief  that  the  sentiments 
of  my^  valued  and  respected  friends  and  consti- 
tuents in  reference  to  these  important  subjects  have 
undergone  no  change,  and  that  1 may  look  forward 
with  confidence  to  a renewal  of  that  trust  which 
will  enable  me  to  support  in  parliament  the  public 
principles  I have  thus  professed,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  advance  the  special  and  local  interests  of  a 
community,  with  which  I am  connected  by  every 
lie  that  can  bind  a representative  to  his  consti- 
tuents. 

THE  SUCCESSION. 

The  lnrrl  ^l^nooiior  gftvo  notice  that  on  Monday 

next  he  should  move  for  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to 
make  provision  -for  the  absence  of  the  heir  pre- 
sumptive to  the  throne,  in  case  of  the  demise  of 
the  crown,  and  stated  that  the  precedent  set  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Anne  had  been  adhered  to  as  close- 
ly as  possible. 

The  earl  of  Mansfield  was  glad  to  find  that  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  had  avoided  all  delay  in  pro- 
posing a measure  calculated  to  remind  the  sove- 
reign of  the  reciprocal  obligations  and  tics  which  - 
subsisted  between  the  crown  and  the  subject,  and 
had  not  relied  too  much  upon  those  anticipations, 
which  we  all  fondly  cherished,  that  the  event 
against  which  he  wished  to  take  precautions,  would 
not  speedily  arise;  but  in  providing  for  that  possible 
event,  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  to  an  event  which  must  at  some  time 
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or  other  take  place — namely,  the  death  of  the  sove- 
rei  >n,  and  the  circumstances  in  which  the  nation 
would  be  placed  by  it.  He  would  suggest  to  the 
noble  viscount  that  it  was  expedient  to  take  into 
consideration  the  advantage  or  disadvantage  arising 
from  the  continuance  of  the  provision  by  which 
parliament  was  dissolved  by  the  death  ot  the  sove- 
reign. The  inconveniences  of  the  present  law 
were  generally  recognized.  The  noble  viscount 
admitted  that  when  a dissolution  was  once  settled 
it  was  impossible  to  retain  members  of  parliament 
in  London,  and  in  this  way  much  public  business 
was  interrupted  in  its  progress.  Now,  whether  or 
not  this  disadvantage  was  counterbalanced  by  other 
advantages,  he  should  not  then  inquire.  This  al- 
teration might  now  be  proposed  with  perfect  pro- 
priety. Parliament  was  about  to  be  dissolved,  and 
it  could  not  be  objected  to  this  parliament  that  it 
had  prolonged  its  own  existence,  which  objection 
was  made  to  the  parliament  which  passed  the  sep- 
tennial act.  Pie  felt  that  the  alteration  which  he 
had  suggested  in  the  law  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
country,  and  therefore  he  had  thrown  it  out  for  the 
noble  viscount’s  consideration,  altbrnigU 
ly  honed  that  be  oiwuia  never  live  to  vvitness  its 
operation. 

Lord  Melbourne  said  there  were  circumstances  . 
which  induced  him  to  doubt  whether  it  would  be 
right  to  introduce  a measure  of  this  kind,  which 
would  take  much  from  the  constitutional  and  popu- 
lar rights  of  electors.  It  would  also  have  the  effect 
of  lengthening  and  altering  the  laws  regulating  the 
duration  of  parliaments.  He  certainly  saw  that  it 
was  a great  change  in  a constitutional  point  of  view, 
and  though  he  was  not  indisposed  to  give  the  sub- 
ject the  attention  it  merited,  in  point  of  the  conve- 
nience it  might  afford  to  the  dispatch  of  public  bu- 
siness, he  must  say  that  he  could  not  concur  in  | 
thinking  that  the  present  moment  was  the  fitting 
one  for  the  introduction  of  a bill  effecting  so  im- 
portant a change  in  the  constitution  of  parliament. 
***** 

The  duke  of  Wellington  said  the  noble  viscount 
had  referred  to  what  had  taken  place  in  that  house 
with  reference  to  the  Irish  municipal  corporation 
bill.  He  (the  duke  of  Wellington)  had  certainly 
submitted  to  their  lordships  his  opinion  as  to  the 
connection  between  that  bill  and  other  measures 
pending  before  parliament.  He  had  the  same  feel- 
ing now  on  the  subject  as  he  bad  when  he  discuss- 
ed the  measure  on  a former  occasion.  Ilis  sincere 
wish  and  desire  was  to  see  some  conclusion  put  to 
all  these  questions  by  parliament.  His  wish  and 
desire  was,  first,  to  see  a settlement  of  the  tithe 
question  which  had  oriefinatod  in  parliament  so  long 
as  seven  years  ago.  He  wanted  to  see  a settlement 
of  that  question,  and  also  some  arrangement  made 
for  a provision  for  the  poor,  and  lie  must  say  he 
was  perfectly  ready  to  concur  in  a measure  for  the 
establishment  of  municipal  corporations  in  Ireland 
on  the  representative  system,  if  an  arrangement 
were  made  upon  the  other  questions.  His  wish 
was  that  parliament  should  not  have  a contest  every 
session  upon  these  Irish  questions — (cheers).  He 
cordially  concurred  with  the  noble  viscount  as  to 
the  propriety  of  putting  off  ttiese  matters  for  the 
present,  and  he  could  assure  him  that  if  he  met 
him  in  the  same  relative  position  in  the  next  par- 
liament, he  should  be  prepared  to  concur  with  him 
on  all  these  subjects  in  any  reasonable  measure 
whicli  he  might  introduce  into  parliament  for  the 
settlement  of  these  questions. 


THE  FLORIDA  WAR. 

GOVERNOR  CALI,  TO  GENERAL  CLINCH. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Floridian: 

Sir:  I have  seen  in  the  Augusta  Chronicle  and 
State  Rights  Sentinel  of  the  29th  nit.  the  reply  of 
gen.  Clinch  to  gov.  Cass.  I am  no  party  to  the 
controversy  between  those  gentlemen,  and  would 
most  willingly  leave  them  to  divide  in  their  own 
way  the  honor  due  for  all  the  preparations  made 
by  either  of  them  to  enforce  the  treaty  with  the 
Seminole  Indians.  But  the  ungenerous  and  illi- 
beral remarks  made  by  gen.  Clinch  in  relation  to 
myself,  require  correction  at  my  hands.  The  fic- 
titious reputation  and  vain-glorious  boasting  of  this 
individual  ha.-,  frequently  exciied  my  mirth;  and 
so  long  as  his  self-commendation  was  administered 
without  reflection  on  me,  or  the  volunteers  of  Flo- 
rida, I felt  no  disposition  to  disturb  the  happiness 
lie  seemed  lo  derive  from  the  sound  of  his  own 
trumpet.  I was  willing,  too,  that  ho  should  have 
enjoyed  the  renown,  not  only  that  which  was  won 
on  the  far-i'araed  battle  field  of  Wythlacoochee,  but 
that  which  a generous  community  has  bestowed 
for  his  services,  on  his  own  garbled  and  faithless 
representation  of  them.  I will  not  attempt  to  as- 
sign a cause  fertile  manifold  errors  he  has  commit- 
ted, botli  in  his  official  report  of  the  battle  of  the 
31st  of  December,  1835,  and  in  his  reply  to  gov. 


Cass.  Charity  would  say,  they  are  the  errors  of 
the  head  and  not  of  the  heart;  but  while  she  thus 
covers  him  with  her  mantle  to  save  him  from  the 
deep  reproach  of  malicious  representation,  candor 
must  admit,  when  the  facts  are  known,  that  he 
had  less  knowledge  of  what  occurred  on  that  field, 
than  any  general  who  ever  made  report  of  a battle. 
As  a proof  of  this,  I refer  you  to  the  letters  oi  gen. 
Parkhili  and  -major  Wellford,  herewith  enclosed, 
and  which  f have  to  request  you  will  give  a place 
in  your  paper.  The  lormer  was  in  the  stait  of 
gen.  Clinch,  and  the  latter  was  my  aid-de-camp. 
Their  intelligence,  their  opportunity  of  acquiring 
correct  information,  and  their  high  reputation, 
place  their  statements  beyond  doubt. 

Gen.  Clinch,  after  speaking  of  the  appeal  which 
fie  made  to  the  people  of  East  Florida,  about  the  2d 
of  December,  IS35,  observes:  “In  the  course  of  a 
few  days,  it  was  considered  necessary  to  extend  the 
appeal  to  other  sections  of  the  territory,  whicli  was 
also  promptly  and  generously  met,  and  in  the  course 
of  a short  time,  one  hundred  volunteers  were  raised 
and  placed  under  the  immediate  command  of  brig-, 
pon  flail-''  it  would  appear  from  this  remark,  that 
the  volunteers  who  marched  so  promptly  under  my 
command  to  the  relief  of  East  Florida,  had  been  rais  ■ 
,ed  by  the  “appeal”-of  gen.  Clinch.  This  is  far  from 
being  the  fact; — he  made  no  appeal  to  them,  nor 
had  he  the  least  agency  in  drawing  them  to  the 
field.  They  were  raised. by  me,  and  on  my  respon- 
sibility. I was  informed  by  a petition  from  the 
people  of  Alachua  that  they  were  in  danger;  and 
in  less  than  one  week,  two  hundred  and  fifty  mount- 
ed volunteers  were  raised,  and  on  their  march  for 
the  relief  of  East  Florida.  They  were  raised  on 
the  spur  of  the  occasion,  and  were  called  into  ser- 
vice for  three  or  four  weeks  only.  Notwithstand- 
ing they  made  a rapid  and  forced  inarch,  on  their 
arrival  they  found  the  country  completely  overrun, 
and  in  possession  of  the  Indians.  Gen.  Clinch 
was  unable  to  give  the  least  protection  to  the  in- 
habitants. For,  though  he  seems  to  have  spoken 
in  prophetic  language  of  coming  events,  to  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  he  had  not  availed  himself  of  his 
foreknowledge.  The  war  found  him  at  St.  Augus- 
tine, and  it  found  the  regular  troops  encamped  at 
the  agency,  without  a fort  there  or  at  any  point  on 
the  frontier,  and  almost  without  provision  or  am- 
munition. Had  the  Indians  made  the  first  assault 
on  them,  they  must  have  fallen.  On  (lie  20th  ot' 
December,  a request  was  brought  to  my  camp)  by 
express,,  from  gen.  Clinch,  that  an  escort  might  be 
sent  from  my  command  to  meet  his  provision  train, 
and  conduct  it  to  Fort  Drane,  which  was  promptly 
complied  with;  and  that-evening  the  volunteers  sur- 
prised and  destroyed  a small  party  oi  Indiaus.noar 
the  road,  and  but  a fewininutes  before  his  provision 
train  arrived.  Gen.  Clinch  was  then  at  Mieanopy, 
but  a half  mile  distant,  and  some  time  after  the  fir- 
ing ceased,  he  rode  to  the  ground.  Yet  he  seems 
to  have  known  nothing  of  the  volunteers  until  the 
16th  of  December,  when  he  says  they  reported  to 
him.  The  troops  under  my  command  continued  to 
scout  the  country  in  the  most  active  manner,  for  the 
purpose  of'driving  out  the  Indians,  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  29th  of  December,  when  we  took  up  the 
line  of  march  for  the  Wythlacoochee.  The  guides 
informed  us  that  we  should  find  an  Indian  town 
about  thirty-five  miles  from  Fort  Drane,  and  that  we 
could  cross  the  river  at  a ford  without  difficulty. — 
The  surprise  of  that  town  was  the  object  of  the  ex- 
pedition. I advised  gen.  Clinch,  as  the  volunteers 
from  Middle  Florida  had  but  four  days  to  serve,  and 
would  insist  on  returning  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time,  to  move  without  baggage,  carraying  with  us 
only  four  days’  rations.  I told  him  that  when  his 
men  became  fatigued,  the  volunteers  would  dis- 
mount, and  let  them  ride;  and  that  by  a rapid  march, 
we  could  in  one  day  and  a part  of  the  night  arrive 
at  the  town,  and  accomplish  the  object  of  the  expe- 
dition. To  tiiis  he  assented,  and  the  volunteers 
were  ordered  to  cook  four  days’ rations  to  take  with 
them,  and  to  leave  their  wagons  and  baggage  at 
Fort  Drane,  which  was  accordingly  done.  But 
when  we  came  to  move  on  the  morning  of  the  29th, 
ho  oct  out  wiiii  every  cart  ana  wagon,  mule  and 
horse,  lie  could  raise  on  his  plantation,  or  among 
his  troops.  In  consequence  of  this  injudicious 
measure,  instead  of  completing  the  march  in  twen- 
ty-four hours,  we  did  not  arrive  at  the  Wythlacoo- 
chee until  the  morning  of  the  third  day.  Instead  Of 
surprising  the  enemy,  he  himself  was  surprised. — 
Instead  of  a fordable  stream,  we  were  disappointed 
in  finding  a deep  and  rapid  river,  fifty  or  sixty  yards 
wide.  When  tve  arrived,  the  regulars  were  in  front, 
and  after  getting  an  Indian  canoe  which  was  dis- 
covered on  tiie  opposite  side,  they  commenced 
crossing  about  sunrise,  and  were  not  all  over  until 
about  12  o’clock.  In  the  mean  time  the  volunteers 
j were  engaged  in  driving  in  and  swimming  their 
! horses  over;  and  as  soon  as  they  could  get  the  ca- 


noe, they  commenced  crossing  themselves.  Gen. 
Clinch  had  gone  over,  and  was  quietly  seated  on 
the  opposite  bank,  when  I called  his  attention  to  a 
collection  of  dry  logs  on  the  point  oi  an  island,  a 
short  distance  below  the  crossing  place,  and  sug- 
gested to  him  that  if  they  were  rolled  iido  the  wa- 
ter, with  tiie  aid  of  ropes,  they  might  be  drawn 
across  tiie  stream  in  sucli  a manner  as  to  construct 
a bridge.  The  suggestion  was  adopted.  General 
Clinch  and  his  staff,  with  several  of  the  field  oili- 
ccrs  of  the  volunteers,  repaired  to  the  island  on  a 
ledge  of  rocks  which  connected  it  witli  the  main 
land  on  the  south  side;  and  while  they  were  rolling 
the  logs  into  the  water,  and  I,  with  a party  oi  men, 
by  the  assistance  of  ropes,  was  engaged  in  drawing 
them  across  to  the  north  bank,  I heard  quick  and 
repeated  exclamations  in  my  rear,  “the  Indians  are 
coining!”  I had  heard  no  alarm  from  tiie  opposite 
side  of  the  river;  no  gun  had  been  fired;  and  be- 
lieving the  Indians  were  coming  on  the  north  side, 

I commenced  forming  the  line,  lacing  to  the  real  to 
receive  them.  In  a few  moments,  however,  tiie 
Indians  made  their  appearance  on  the  opposite  side, 
and  opened  a fire  on  the  line  where  I was  stationed, 
but  without  effect.  The  fire  was  promptly  return- 
ed, and  they  fled.  All  this  occurred  before  a single 
shot  had  been  fired  at  the  regulars.  They  had  ad-^ 
vanced  beyond  the  river  swamp  about  a quarter  ot 
a mile,  and  taken  a position  in  an  open  piece  of 
ground,  surrounded  on  every  side  by  scrub  and 
hammock,  which  concealed  tiie  enemy,  and  gave 
him  a decided  advantage  in  the  contest.  Although 
the  general,  in  his  oiiicial  report  of  the  battle, 
speaks  of  “brilliant  charges”  having  been  made, 
witli  the  exception  of  the  few  volunteers  vvho-’i&d 
crossed  the  rivet,  and  the  company  led  by  the  Crave 
capt.  Graham,  not  a man  entered  the  har»[nock. 
They  remained  in  the  open  ground,  ap^  were  shot 
down  by  an  unseen  enemy.  It  was  this  cause 
and  this  alarm,  that  gen.  Clinch  lost  sixty  odd  ot 
his  gallant  men  and  officers,  Killed  and  wounded; 
while  in  ail  his  “brilliant  c-irarges>”  n°i  a r'ea(i  body, 
nor  the  blood  of  the  enemy,  was  to  be  iound.  I he 
Indians  were  comparatively  exposed  to  no  danger; 
while  the  regular,  in  double  fiie,  in  close  order,  and 
in  open  ground,  were  shot  down  like  bullocks. 
The  only  dead  of  the  enemy  found  on  the  field 
were  in  front  of  the  volunteers,  a .sirnfil- number  of 
whom  had  crossed  before,  and  were  reinforced  by 
others  during  the  fight.  Many  of  these  were  offi- 
cers, among  whom  were  col.  Warren,  Mills,  Cooper, 
Bailey,  Parish,  Fisher,  Ross,  Stewart,  and.  some 
others  not  recollected.  They  were  judiciously 
posted  in  the  swamp,  extending  their  line  at  very 
open  order  from  the  river  almost  to  the  leit  flank  of 
the  regulars.  They  fought  tiie  Indians  in  their 
own  way,  from  free  to  tree,  and  from  bush  to  bush; 
and  it  was  the  charge  made  by  them,  and  the  gal- 
lant capt.  Graham  at  the  head  of  his  company  of 
regulars,  which  routed  the  right  flank  of  tiie  ene- 
my, and  caused  him  to  give  way  at  all  points;  for 
the  centre  never  did  gain  the  hammock,  but  remain- 
ed in  the  open  ground,  where  I found  it  when  I ar- 
rived on  the  field. 

Gen.  Clinch  observes,  “During  the  hottest  part 
of  the  engagement,  discovering  that  the  volunteers 
did  not  come  vp  as  [ had  expected,  I despatched  col. 
Read  with  orders  to  gen.  Call  to  bring  up  the  volun- 
teers as  soon  as  possible.” 

Now,  I will  show  to  the  satisfaction  of  every 
unprejudiced  mind,  that  if  gen.  Clinch  had  been 
capable  of  one  moment’s  reflection,  lie  could  not 
have  “expected.”  any  number  of  the' volunteers  to 
have  crossed  the  river  and  joined  him  in  that  time. 
He  had  attempted  to  cross  an  army  over  a deep 
and  rapid  stream,  in  an  old  Indian  canoe,  which, 
under  the  best  management,  would  carry  only 
from  five  to  seven  persons  at  a time,  two  of  whom 
were  required  to  bring  it  back;  and  it  had  to  be 
baled  out  every  trip,  to  prevent  it  from  filling  witli 
water.  General  Clinch  had  crossed  himself  in 
this  canoe,  and  he  had  been  an  eye-witness,  for 
more  than  four  hours  that  morning,  of  tiie  delay 
and  difficulty  which  had  attended  tiie  crossing  of 
(he  regular  troops,  about  260  in  number,  and  who 
were  hot  encumbered  in  crossing  by  horses.  No 
other  preparations  had  been  made  for  crossing  the 
river  when  tiie  fight  commenced,  except  the  con- 
struction oi'  a small  raft  of  green  poles,  which  an- 
swered very  little  purpose;  and  yet,  in  the  hottest 
part  of  the  engagement,  wliich  ensued  in  less  than 
twenty-five  minutes  from  the  time  he  left  the  river, 
he  “expected”  me  to  have  crossed  with  my  com- 
mand, and  come  up  to  his  assistance.  No  man, 
with  his  proper  recollection  about  hirn,  could  have 
had  any  such  expectation,  for  he  knew  it  to  be  im- 
possible. The  general  says  he  despatched  col. 
Read  with  orders  to  general  Call  to  come  up  with 
his  volunteers  as  soon  as  possible.  Now,  I affirm 
that  col.  Read  brought  no  such  orders  to  me  from 
gen.  Clinch,  nor  do  I believe  any  such  were  given 
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by  him.  The  battle  was  fought  about  a quarter  of 
a mile  from  the  river,  and  the  swamps  which  inter- 
vened excluded  a view  of  the  field.  After  a sharp 
fire,  which  continued  a few  minutes,  a pause  ensu- 
ed, and  ail  was  silent,  and  we  believed  the  Indians 
were  routed  and  driven  from  the  field.  During 
this  suspension  of  the  fight,  col.  Read  rode  to  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river,  and  informed  me  that 
the  regulars  were  suffering  severely,  and  required 
assistance.  I replied  to  him  that  the  volunteers 
had  been  and  were  still  crossing  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble. He  observed,  “come  yourself,  or  we  are  all 
lost;  if  we  are  not  already.”  This  was  the  first 
intelligence  we  had  received  of  the  extremity  to 
which  the  regulars  were  reduced;  and  although  my 
men  could  not  cross  the  river  with  me,  and  I could 
carry  no  other  aid  to  geri.  Clinch  than  my  person- 
al services,  I hastened  immediately  across  the  ri- 
ver, mounted  the  first  horse  I found  saddled  on  the 
opposite  bank,  and  galloped  to  the  field.  While 
in  the  act  of  crossing  the  river,  the  attack  was  re- 
newed by  the  Indians.  Their  yells  and  heavy 
firing  were  heard  for  a few  moments,  and  all  again 
was  silent.  Gen.  Clinch  observes,  “after  the  ene- 
my was  routed  and  silenced,  col.  Read  returned 
to  the  field,  accompanied  by  gen.  Call!”  that  he 
“put  his  horse  in  motion  to  meet  vs,”  &c.  Now, 
here  are  two  false  statements  made  in  this  short 
sentence.  (See  the  statements  of  gen.  Parkhill 
and  major  Wellford).  Col.  Read  did  not  return 
with  me;  he  had  been  slightly  wounded,  and  ap- 
peared to  be  in  pain;  he  accompanied  me  to  the 
line  where  the  volunteers  were  stationed,  near  the 
river  where  I left  him.  When  I arrived  on  the 
gmund,  I found  the  general  on  foot,  standing  very 
dost  to  the  rear  rank  of  the  regulars.  Now,  if  the 
general  was  incapable  of  knowing  whether  he 
was  on  toot  or  on  horseback,  and  whether  col. 
Read  returned  with  me  to  the  field,  what  credit  is 
to  be  given  to  tfig  relation  of  the  conversation 
which,  he  says,  took  place  between  us  on  my  arri- 
val? What  credit  is  to  be  given  to  any  statement 
he  has  made  with  regard  t0  the  battle,  unless  sus- 
tained by  other  testimony?  Hjs  detail  of  our  con- 
versation, so  far  from  being  confirmed  by  the  slate- 
ment  of  col.  Parkhill,  is  positively  contradicted.  I 
do  not  attribute  to  gen.  Clinch  the  degrading  vice 
of  wilful  fqlgejio.od;  but  in  all  his  narrations  he  be- 
trays a treachery  of  memory,  not  very  creditable  to 
that  faculty  of  his  mind. 

Gen.  Clinch  says,  “I  will  here  briefly  answer  the 
question  so  frequently  asked,  and  which  is  repeated 
by  gov.  Cass,  why  was  not  the  whole  volunteer 
l'orce  in  the  engagement?”  This  is  an  important 
question,  and  one  that  requires  a true,  faithful  and 
honest  answer.  I am  rejoiced  that  it  is  thus  openly 
and  plainly  put  before  the  country;  but  I regret 
exceedingly  that  it  has  been  evaded  by  general 
Clinch,  and  that  a spurious  and  faithless  answer 
has  been  given  by  him.  The  truth,  however,  is 
known  to  gen.  Clinch,  and  to  the  whole  army,  and 
shall  be  told  in  the  presence  of  the  world.  If  gen. 
Clinch  had  been  disposed  to  do  justice  to  me,  and 
the  troops  under  my  command,  instead  of  giving 
a statement  of  what  he  says  was  told  to  him,  he 
would  have  said  that  which  he  knew  to  be  true — 
that  the  whole  voluateer  force  was  not  in  the  en- 
gagement, because  a deep  and  rapid  stream  sepa- 
rated them  from  the  enemy — that  they  had  no 
other  means  of  crossing  than  in  a canoe — and  that 
it  was  utterly  impossible  for  them  to  have  crossed 
over  and  joined  in  the  fight.  These  are  facts, 
which  should  not  have  been  withheld  by  general 
Clinch,  in  his  answer  to  the  question.  He  was 
on  the  bank  of  the  river  when  the  approach  of  the 
Indians  was  announced.  He  knew  that  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  preceding  part  of  the  day  had  been 
occupied  in  crossing  over  the  regulars;  and  with 
the  exception  of  some  thirty  or  forty  officers  and 
men,  the  whole  volunteer  force  was  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river;  and  he  knows  full  well  that  no 
considerable  number  of  them  could  have  crossed 
from  the  time  he  left  the  river,  until  I joined  him 
on  the  field.  And  why  withhold  these  facts  from 
the  world?  The  reason  is  obvious.  Gen.  Clinch 
had  been  guilty  of  the  folly  and  culpable  error  ol 
attempting  to  cross  bis  army  over  the  river  in  a 
canoe,  when  he  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
Pis  front  would  be  attacked  before  his  rear  could 
cross  to  their  assistance.  The  general  may  not, 
and  I presume  he  did  not,  believe  it;  but  this  is 
only  another  evidence  of  his  want  of  judgment,  and 
his  want  of  capacity:  For  the  guides  had  informed 
him  we  were  near  the  town  we  marched  to  sur- 
prise; and  the  presence  of  the  canoe  on  the  oppo- 
site bank,  and  the  fresh  tracks  of  the  Indians  where 
they  had  just  crossed,  gave  certain  indications  that 
they  were  near  us,  that  they  were  apprised  of  our 
approach,  and  would  be  prepared  to  meet  us.  Yet 
this  general,  with  all  his  boasted  experience  and 
sagacity,  placed  his  army  in  a position  where  one 


part  of  it  might  be  slaughtered  almost  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  other,  without  the  possibility  of  re- 
lief. 

Should  it  be  said,  in  defence  of  gen.  Clinch,  that 
he  availed  himself  of  the  best  means  in  his  power 
to  cross^  the  army  over  the  river,  I answer,  such  is 
not  the  fact.  A bridge  might  have  been  construct- 
ed, and  the  whole  army  might  have  crossed  the 
river  before  the  attack  was  commenced  by  the  In- 
dians. As  a proof  of  this,  the  logs  which  were 
thrown  into  the  river  at  my  suggestion,  and  with 
which  we  were  engaged  when  the  alarm  was  giv- 
en, were  taken  possession  of  by  capt.  AVyatt,  of  the 
Florida  volunteers,  and  a safe  and  convenient  foot 
way  constructed  over  the  river,  on  which  the  re- 
gulars recrossed,  and  by  which  they  were  saved 
from  havoc  and  slaughter.  For  if  no  other  means 
had  been  provided  for  recrossing  than  those  afford- 
ed by  the  canoe,  no  candid  man,  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances,  will  say  it  could  have  been  done 
without  great  destruction. 

Rut  the  genera],  in  answer  to  the  question, 
“why  u’a«j  nnt  tho  force  in  the  en- 

gagement?” says,  “I  have  subsequently  been  in- 
formed by  many  of  the  volunteer  officers  and  men, 
that  gen.  Call  gave  positive  orders  to  the  volun- 
teers that  no  man  should  cross,  and  actually  form- 
ed those  on  the  north  side  to  receive  the  attack  of 
the  enemy,  if  one  should  be  made.”  Now,  I pro- 
nounce the  charge  of  my  having  given  any  order 
prohibiting  the  men  from  crossing  the  river,  1o  be 
false,  utterly  false.  The  general  says  he  has  been 
told  so  by  “many  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
volunteers.”  Out  of  the  “many,”  he  can  certainly 
produce  one  witness.  Let  him  come  forward,  and 
then  the  general  will  be  somewhat  relieved — he 
will  stand  only  in  the  unenviable  light  of  a retailer 
of  foul  and  base  calumny.  The  only  occurrence 
of  that  day  which  could  be  distorted  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  give  coloring  to  the  charge  against 
me,  took  place  after  the  troops  retired  from  the 
field  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  where  every  prepara- 
tion was  making  for  recrossing,  and  after,  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection,  general  Clinch  had  actually 
recrossed  to  the  north  bank.  Colonel  Parish,  w’ho 
commanded  the  volunteers  on  that  side,  hailed  me 
across  the  river,  and  asked  if  he  should  continue  to 
hold  that  position.  I instructed  him  to  do  so.. — - 
This  general  Clinch  may  have  been  told,  and  out 
of  this,  by  a strange  conception,  after  the  lapse  of 
eighteen  months,  the  charge  has  been  delivered. — 
Although  it  has  been  warmed  and  cherished  by  its 
foster  lather,  and  sent  forth  on  an  important  mis- 
sion, its  spurious  origin  and  malicious  birth  will 
render  it  powerless.  ‘‘U 

I .have  already  shown  that  I formed  the  line 
at  the  north  bank  facing  to  the  rear  when  the 
alarm  was  first  given,  and  before  i t was  known 
at  what  point  the  attack  would  be  made.  I have 
also  shown  that  after  the.  Indians -made  their  de- 
monstration on  the  south  sid.e,  the  position  of  the 
line  was  charged,  and  that  the  men  continued 
crossing  from  the  north  to  the  south  side  of  the 
river  during  the  fight  as  fast  as  possible.  Nothing' 
more  I trust  need  be  said  on  those  subjects. 

After  describing  the  “ brilliant  charges”  and  pro- 
claiming the  glorious  victory,  it  is  quite  amusing  lo 
see  the  address  with  which  the  general  quits  the 
field  and  passes  in  triumph  to  the  north  bank  of  the 
river.  He  says,  “'having  kept  possession  of  the 
figld  for  more  than  two  hours  after  the  fight,  the 
troops  were  ordered  to  recross  which  they  did  in 
the  most  perfect  order.”  Now  there  was  not  an 
officer  or  soldier  on  that  field  who  does  not  know 
this  statement  to  be  entirely  erroneous.  General 
Clinch  did  not  hold  possession  of  the  ground  on 
which  he  fought  twenty  minutes  after  the  last  gun 
was  fired.  I arrived  on  the  field  the  moment  after. 
The  Indians  had  fallen  back  but  were  not  defeated. 
The  firing  had  cdhsed,  but  this  was  the  third  pause 
which  had  ensued,  during  the  fight,  the  attack  had 
been  twice  renewed,  and  we  had  every  reason  to 
expect  the  third  renewal.  The  main  body  of  the 
regulars  were  halted  in  the  open  ground  within 
point  blank  shot  of  the  hammock.  They  had  not 
advanced  to  take  possession  or  it,  and  it  was  sub- 
ject to  be  reoccupied  by  the  Indians.  His  men 
were  crowded  in  double  file,  and  his  right  flank 
subject  to  be  turned,  and  greatly  harrassed  by  the 
enemy.  I informed  general  Clinch  of  that  which 
he  already  knew,  that  the  main  body  of  the  volun- 
teers were  yet  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and 
that  it  would  require  nearly  all  the  remaining  part 
of  the  day  for  them  to  cross.  I told  him  he  could 
not  hold  that  position;  that  the  Indians  would  get 
possession  of  the  scrub  and  hammock  in  his  rear 
and  cut  him  off  from  the  river.  The  volunteers 
were  formed  in  two  lines  at  right  angles  with  the 
river,  one  above  and  the  other  below  the  crossing 
place,  I advised  him  to  fall  back  and  rest  the  right 
and  left  flanks  of  the  regulars  on  the  volunteers. — 


Thus  forming  a curved  line,  with  both  flanks  se- 
cured by  tile  river,  and  presenting  a front  which 
could  not  be  broken.  The  suggestion  was  adopted, 
and  under  that  gallant  and  accomplished  officer 
general  Parkhill,  than  whom  there  was  not  a braver 
soldier,  or  a better  tactician  on  the  field,  the  troops 
retired  and  assumed  the  new  position.  Scarcely 
had  this  been  accomplished  when  the  Indians  ad- 
vanced, and  showed  by  their  yells,  what  I had  be- 
fore supposed  that  they  were  watching  for,  a favor- 
able opportunity  to  renew  the  attack.  They  co- 
vered our  whole  front,  and  frequently  gave  the 
whoop,  as  though  they  were  about  to  rush  upon 
us.  But  they  no  longer  found  the  men  in  open 
ground  in  double  file,  exposed  like  targets  to  their 
aim,  but  they  were  like  themselves  covered  by  the 
hammock,  and  prepared  at  all  points  to  receive 
them.  This  position  was  held  until  the  bridge  was 
constructed  by  captain  Wyatt,  and  the  horses  were 
swam  back  to  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  which 
with  every  exertion  that  could  be  made,  was  not 
done  until  near  sun  set.  During  the  whole  after- 
noon the  Indians  reminded  us  by  their  shouts  and 
yejis  ot  ttieir  consia.vt  n we  were  in 
momentary  expectation  of  an  attack,  very  soon 
after  the  troops  had  taken  this  new  position,  and 
after  the  war  whoop  had  frequently  been  given  by 
the  Indians  in  front  of  our  whole  line,  general 
Clinch  addressing  me  inquired  whether  he  or  I 
should  lead  the  men  across  the  river.  I replied  to 
him  that  I was  a younger  and  a more  active  man 
than  himself,  and  that  if  he  would  cross  the  river, 
and  leave  the  troops  to  my  management,  I pledged 
my  life  and  honor  for  the  success  of  the  mo  vement. 
I was  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of  relieving  the 
general.  He  had  been  greatly  exposed  during  the 
fight  and  appeared  ver}'  much  fatigued.  He  ac- 
cepted the  oiler  and  immediately  recrossed  to  the 
north  bank  leaving  the  troops  on  the  south  under 
rny  command.  This  was  more  than  two  hours  be- 
fore they  passed  the  river,  every  moment  of  which 
time  the  line  was  threatened  with  assault  by  the 
enemy.  Gen.  Clinch  says  he  certainly  owed  me 
nothing.  He  should  have  owed  me  no  ill  will  at 
least,  for  having  relieved  him  from  a most  danger- 
ous position,  which  enabled  him  to  paSs  to  a place 
of  perfect  safety,  and  lor  conducting  his  troops  to 
him  without  the  loss  of  a single  man,  a result  mere 
favorable,  than  could  have  been  anticipated  when 
he  retired.  Not  more  than  ten  minutes  before  we 
commenced  recrossing  the  river,  the  Indians  gave 
a shout  along  our  front,  indicating  a formidable 
force  and  a determination  to  renew  the  attack,  and 
it  was  owing  to  cool  deliberation  with  which  the 
troops  retired,  and  the  preparation  mn<tc  to  ousluin 
them  by  the  volunteers  on  the  other  side,  that  the 
Indians  were  held  in  check  and  the  rear  was  saved 
from  slaughter.  Before  the  line  commenced  re- 
tiring I crossed  to  the  north  bank,  and  had  tbs 
wounded,  the  horses  ami  baggage  removed  out  of 
gun  siiot,  and  the  banks  of  the  river  completely 
lined  by  the  volunteers  in  fiont,  and  for  more  than 
two  hundred  yards  above  and  below  the  crossing 
place,  in  order  to  protect  the  troops  from  the  assault 
of  the  Indians  while  passing  over.  The  arrange- 
ments being  completely  made,  I crossed  again  to 
the  south  side,  and  put  the  troops  in  motion  to  pass 
the  river.  The  volunteers  or.  the  light  flank  of  the 
line,  were  under  the  immediate  command  of  lieut. 
col.  Mills,  and  posted  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  just 
below  the  bridge.  The  volunteers  on  the  left  flank 
were  under  the  command  of  major  Bailey  and  were 
posted  on  the  river  above  the  crossing  place.  The 
regulars  formed  the  centre.  The  troops  retired  by 
ihe  left  flank,  wheeling  by  files  to  the  left,  and  pass- 
ing in  the  rear  of  the  line  to  the  bridge,  thus  pre- 
serving an  armed  front  covering  those  who  were 
retiring — while  the  ground  from  which  they  retired, 
was  completely  commanded  by  the.  volunteers,  who 
lined  the  north  hank.  The  whoops  of  the  Indians 
and  their  rustling  in  the  bushes  were  frequentlv 
heard.  It  was  known  that  they  were  present  and 
would  avail  themselves  of  the  first  false  step  we 
might  make;  but  the  steadiness  and  firmness  with 
which  the  troops  passed  over  saved  them  from  as- 
sault. The  least  disorder  or  confusion  would  have 
been  attended  with  the  most  fatal  consequence!. — 
The  rear  was  brought  up  by  lieut.  col  Mills  with 
forty-one  Florida  volunteers.  He  was  the  last  to 
cross  the  river.  The  courage  and  deliberation  he 
displayed  and  that  of  his  whole  command,  would 
have  reflected  honor  on  the  best  tried  veterans. — 
Just  as  the  rear  passed  over  and  as  our  troops  re- 
tired from  the  bank,  the  Indians  rushed  to  the  river 
with  a tremendous  shout,  but  the  difficulty  was 
then  passed  and  they  did  not  attempt  to  pursue  us. 

I have  here  given  a faithful  narrative  of  the  facts 
and  circumstances  which  occurred  alter  the  fight 
and  until  the  return  of  the  troops  across  the  river, 
all  of  which  has  been  carefully  avoided  by  general 
Clinch  and  his  eulogists. 
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I have  no  disposition  to  detract  from  the  merit  of 
the  army;  on  the  contrary,  having  myself  been  bred 
a soldier,  I have  ever  cherished  for  them  the  best 
and  kindest  feelings;  and  it  affords  me  pleasure,  as 
far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  to  bear  testimony  to 
the  gallantry  and  fortitude  with  which  the  ofiicers 
and  men  sustained  themselves  in  the  battle  of  the 
Wythlacoochee.  They  contended  against  a power- 
ful enemy,  they  fought  under  every  disadvantage, 
they  suite  red  severely,  but  they  btdraved  nobly.. — 
While  1 tender  to  them  this  tribute  of  respect,  I 
will  repel  any  unjust  censure  of  myself,  or  of  the 
brave  and  patriotic  volunteers  who  followed  me  on 
that  occasion. 

Gen.  Clinch  says  that  when  I joined  him  on  the 
field,  1 spoke  of  the  number  of  his  wounded,  and 
observed  that  he  could  not  follow  up  the  success 
already  obtained  without  sacrificing  those  noble 
fellows.  That  after  a moments  rejection  and  a 
short  consultation,  he  resolved  at  every  hazard  to 
protect  the  wounded  and  gave  orders  to  have  them 
removed  across  the  river.  I hope,  without  any 
suggestion  of  mine,  general  Clinch  would  have 
protected  nis  wounded  at  all  hazards;  but  if  their 
safety  or  their  comfort  was  in  any  degree  promoted 
by  any  suggestion  of  min»,  i ■»■■■  truly  happy  it  was 
made.  This,  however,  is  introduced  in  no  kind 
feelings  towards  me,  but  to  offer  a justification  for 
the  return  march.  For  this  purpose,  too,  I am  wil- 
ling it  should  be  appropriated.  I have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  I approved  entirely  of  that  mea- 
sure. I believed  it  proper  at  the  time.  I still  en- 
tertain the  same  opinion,  and  at  no  time  since  have 
I ever  doubted  its  propriety.  We  had  set  out  not 
to  make  a campaign  against  the  Seminole  nation, 
for  we  wanted  men,  arms,  provisions  and  every 
thing  ebe  necessary  for  that  purpose.  But  we 
marched  to  surprise  an  Indian  town;  owing  to  the 
unexpected  sloth  of  the  march  and  the  unexpected 
obstacles  we  had  found  in  crossing  the  river,  we 
had  been  delayed,  and  wo  ourselves  had  been  sur- 
prised by  the  enemy.  Three  out  of  the  four  days 
for  which  the  expedition  was  planned  had  nearly 
expired.  We  had  sixty  odd  wounded  officers  and 
men  to  remove,  most  of  whom  could  only  be  car- 
ried in  litters.  \\  e could  not  leave  them  behind 
and  we  could  not  have  advanced  further  into  the 
country  with  them.  The  enemy  was  on  the  alert, 
and  we  could  have  accomplished  nothing,  with  the 
means  we  possessed  and  within  the  time  we  were 
compelled  to  act.  The  next  day  the  time  for  which 
the  volunteers  iiad  engaged,  would  expire,  and  on 
that  day  they  would  have  returned. 

One  single  remark  on  the  subject  of  general 
Clinch’s  vigilance  and  foresight,  his  promptness 
and  efficiency  of  action,  and  on  that  subject  I shall 
have  done.  'He  says,  on  the  2d  day  of  December, 
1833,  he  appealed  to  th°  people  of  East  Florida  to 
rally  in  defence  of  their  wives,  their  children,  and 
their  fire-sides.  On  the  2d  day  of  December  he  saw 
the  coming  storm.  On  the  2Stli  of  December,  the 
gallant  hut  unfortunate  inaj.  Dade,  and  his  brave 
companions  in  arms,  fell  under  the  stroke  of  the 
tomahawk.  In  the  name  of  his  country,  in  the 
name  of  mercy,  in  the  name  of  God  himself,  why 
was  he  not  snatched  from  his  impending  fate? 
Gen.  Clinch,  in  anticipation  of  war,  but  before  the 
commencement  of  hostilities,  had  ordered  him  to 
march  with  his  small  devoted  band,  from  Tampa 
Bay,  through  the  heart  of  the  Seminole  country,  to 
Fort  King.  An  express  man,  bearing  countermand- 
ing orders,  would  have  saved  him  from  an  untimely 
and  lamented  death.  Why  was  this  not  done?  if 
it  is  answered  that  all  communication  was  cut  off — 
that  every  pass  was  filled  with  armed  warriors,  and 
the  express  could  not  advance,  I say,  in  reply,  that 
the  wide  ocean  was  still  left  open  to  us.  A courier 
could  have  reached  St.  Marks  in  two  days,  in  a case 
of  such  emergency;  and  in  Iwo  or  three  days  more, 
the  order  could  have  been  conveyed  by  water  to 
Tampa  Bay.  Why  was  this  not  done?  One  of  two 
answers  only  can  bo  given  to  this  question:  First, 

that  although  general  Clinch  gave  prophetic  warn- 
ing to  the  secretary  of  war  of  the  approsehin0-  eon- 
llict,  he  neither  understood  the  extent  of  theT.osti- 
Uty , or  the  power  of  the  Seminole  nation — or,  se- 
condly, if  he  had  formed  a jnaf  cnnr»rll««  of  Hk-w., 
In'  was  too  inert  and  too  impotent  to  project  or  ex- 
ecute i hr*  plan  nf  saving  from  inevitable  destruction, 
the  faithful  and  devoted  soldiers  whom  his  orders 
had  placed  in  jeopardy. 

General  Clinch  has  been  pleased  to  allude  to  my 
having  been  placed  in  command  of  the  army  in 
Florida,  He  is  the  last  man  living  who  should  have 
said  one  word  on  this  subject.  The  command  was 
given  to  me  because  general  Clinch  would  not  have 
it.  To  the  honor  of  our  army  be  it  said,  that  few 
instances  have  occurred  in  which  a genera!  officer 
has  resigned, -while  his  country  wai  engaged  in  war, 
and  at  a time  when  a most  important  and  responsi- 
ble command  was  urged  on  him  by  his  government. 


The  pride  of  the  soldier,  the  spirit  of  the  patriot, 
the  duty  of  the  citizen,  should  have  prompted  him 
to  perform  the  last  service  required  of  him.  He 
says  he  had  been  near  twenty-eight  years  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country  For  twenty-eight  years,  then, 
he  had  lived  on”  the  bounty  of  his  government, 
twenty-five  years  of  which  had  been  “(lays  of  pip- 
ing peace.”  He  had  passed  through  the  war  with 
Great  Britain  without  distinction;  on  no  roll  of 
fame  had  his  name  been  recorded.  While  Jesup, 
Gaines,  Scott  and  many  others  of  his  contemporaries, 
were  advanced  one  or  two  grades  for  gallant  deeds 
and  meritorious  services,  general  Clinch  was  in- 
debted for  his  promotion  to  the  death  of  his  supe- 
riors, who  fell  gloriously  in  battle,  or  became  the 
victims  of  disease.  But  time,  faithful  and  advanc- 
ing time,  had  done  more  for  him  in  peace,  than  he 
had  done  for  himself  in  war.  It  made  him  a bre- 
vet brigadier  general  for  ten  years  service  in  the 
same  grade.  And  when  the  nation  became  engag- 
ed in  war,  he  owed  it  to  himself,  his  country  and 
the  profession  of  which  he  had  been  so  long  a 
member,  to  stand  to  his  post  and  perform  his  duty. 
But  the  general  thought  otherwise;  he  resigned  his 
UOinmissiou  ■Ciutru  lO  me  cuj^yincm  ui  uuti  in- 
glorious  ease  and  luxury  to  which  he  has  ever  been 
so  much  devoted.  And  why  did  he  resign?  be- 
cause, he  says,  he  was  superseded  In  command.— 
This  is  an  imposition  practiced  on  the  credulity  of 
a generous  people.  I myself  once  believed  it. — 
But,  how  was  he  superseded?  Did  gen.  Scott  take 
from  him  the  command  of  his  brigade?  No!  he 
still  retained  it.  What  then?  Why,  the  govern- 
ment found  that  one  brigade  was  not  sufficient  to 
conquer  the  Seminole  nation;  and  it  sent  a division 
and  a major  general  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States  to  command  it.  A distinguished  officer,  the 
senior  of  gen.  Clinch,  and  who  had  a legitimate 
right  to  command  him.  But,  the  general  resigned.' 
So  much  for  his  patriotism  to  the  general  govern- 
ment. And  where  was  his  fidelity  to  “unfortunate 
Florida?”  Did  he  owe  her  nothing?  If  he  had 
citizenship  any  where  it  was  here.  At  an  early 
period  he  established  a valuable  plantation  in  the 
territory.  He  had  taken  a lively  interest  in  her  po- 
litical affairs;  and  it  was  more  than  once  under- 
stood that  he  was  willing  to  serve  her  in  some  of 
her  highest  offices.  While  in  peace  and  prosperity 
he  identified  his  fortunes  with  hers.  But  when 
war  ensued,  in  the  midst  of  her  calamities  and  mis- 
fortunes, he  leaves  her  to  her  fate,  retires  with  his 
property,  and  seeks  protection  under  the  banner  of 
Georgia.  The  humblest  herdsman  on  our  borders, 
has  not  set  so  bad  an  example  to  our  frontier  set- 
tlers. 

X now  take  my  leave  of  gen.  Clinch,  and  in  doing 
co,  I take  occasion  to  say,  that  J had  entertain**! 
no  unkind  feeling  towards  him,  but  by  the  mali- 
cious attack  rna^  on  me,  justifies  me  in  my  own 
estimation,  in  making  a disclosure  of  facts,  which 
would  otherwise  have  been  concealed.  I here  ten- 
der to  him  the  same  chivalric  apology,  he  made  to 
gov.  Cass.  If  I have  done  him  injustice,  I pray 
his  forgiveness;  and  if  that  will  not  do,  such  further 
reparation  shall  be  given  as  shall  be  demanded. — 
The  editors  of  newspapers  who  have  published  the 
statement  of  gen.  Clinch,  will  I hope,  as  an  act  of 
ju  'lii’i?  to  me  and  the  volunteers  of  Florida,  give 
this  a place  in  their  papers.  R.  IL  CALL. 

Tallahassee,  July  20,  1SS7. 

GEN.  PARKHILL  TO  GOV.  CALL. 

Springwoocl,  18th.  July,  1837. 

To  his  excellency.  R.  X.  Call: 

Dear  sir:  Your  letter  of  this  date,  setting  forth 
various  interrogatories,  relative  to  the  battle  of  the 
Wythlacoochee,  on  the,  3 1st  December,  1835,  be- 
tween the  white  and  the  red  man,  in  which  your- 
self and  general  Clinch  were  commanding  generals, 
is  just  received,  arid  the  contents  particularly  no- 
ticed. In  giving  an  expose  of  that  eil^agement,  of 
which  so  much  has  been  said,  and  respecting  which, 
there  has  been  such  a perversion  of  facts,  that  I, 
with  diffidence,  attempt  an  answer,  for  I assure 
you,  every  sentence  I have  heard,  verbally,  or  seen 
in  print,  have  been  so  garbled  (hat  a shadow  of 
( .....mum  appeared.  1 cannot  account  ior  tins  ■ 

great  difference  of  opinion  without  charging  it  to, 
perhaps,  its  proper  source,  to  wit:  that  the  smoke 
of  the  battle  field  so  addled  the  brain  that  reason 
and  recollection  were-  unable  to  perform  theiroflice, 
thereby  forming  a vacuum  in  the. acts  of  that  day. 

T have  seen  to-day,  with  pain  and  regret,  in  the 
Augusta  Chronicle  fit  States  Rights  Sentinel,  a 
communication  from  general  Clinch,  in  the  (orrn  of 
a reply  to  the  charges  alleged  against  him  by  gov, 
Cass,  giving  again  a statement  of  the  battle  of  the 
31st,  in  which  t discern  some  errors.  I am  there- 
fore induced  by  a feeling  of  justice,  to  give  a literal 
detail  of  your  first  movement  from  Tallahassee  (ill 
your  junction  with  gen.  Clinch  at  Fort  Drane,  and 


of  the  march  of  the  united  command,  which  gained 
the  memorable  aforesaid  victory.  Being  the  adjt. 
gen.  of  the  army  during  that  gallant  affair,  under 
that  venerable,  meritorious  and  gallant  officer,  gen. 
Clinch,  and  also,  yourself,  and  with  the  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  former,  together  with  the  world 
of  my  regard  for  him,  will,  1 hope,  be  a sufficient 
protection  to  guard  in  my  hands  his  honor.  But, 
while  I award  justice  to  the  one,  I cannot  permit 
injustice  to  the  other.  Hence,  when  I perceive  an 
effort  made  to  cast  a shade  over  your  conduct  on 
that  day,  and  an  attempt  to  deface  the  escutcheon 
of  your  fair  fame,  which  has  been  long  since  ob- 
tained before  the  British  armies,  and  more  recently 
with  the  internal  enemies  of  your  country,  together 
with  being  cradled  in  the  camp  at  an  early  day,  and 
military  education  under  the  tuition  of  the  first  ge- 
neral of  the  age,  to  wit:  (he  immortal  A.  J.  This, 
with  being  the  choice  of  the  army,  will,  l hope,  be 
a sufficient  defence  before  a discerning  world. 

On  the  day  of  December,  1835,  I re- 

ceived at  the  mid  hour  of  night,  an  order  through 
the  inspector  general  of  brigadier  general  Gall,  say- 
ing the  Indians  (the  Semiuoles)  were  in  a hostile 
cuiuuue  on  uur  trontier,  and  that  the  scalping  knite 
and  tomahawk  were  already  stained  with  the  blood 
of  our  murdered  citizens.  This  order,  calling  the 
regiment  to  the  capitol,  was  promptly  obeyed,  ami 
before  day  appeared  the  members  of  that  regiment 
were  in  motion;  it  was  formed  at  an  early  hour  of 
the  next  day,  before  which  gen.  Call  appeared,  made 
an  elegant  arid  spirited  appeal  to  its  gallantry,  ask- 
ing for  a full  company  to  march  against  the  enemy, 
then  in  the  field,  saying  it  was  a call  made  on  him 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Alachua  for  a short  time,  the 
number  required  immediately  volunteered  and  was 
led  on  its  march  the  next  day  by  col.  It,.  C.  Parish, 
the  colonel  of  the  regiment.  Immediately  gen.  Call 
gave  me  a second  order  for  a second  company  for 
the  same  service;  accordingly  the  regiment  was  or- 
dered out,  before  which  general  Call  made  a second 
appeal  to  their  patriotism  and  obtained  the  number 
required.  That  company,  commanded  as  captain, 
by  col.  Wyatt,  I led  apd.  crossed  the  Suwannee,,  af- 
ter a forced  march  and  formed  a junction  with  col. 
Parish,  there  encamped.  Next  day,  by  order,  the 
entire  command  took  up  the  line  of  march  to  meet 
the  enemy  where  he  could  be  found,  after  a few 
marches  we  passed  Newnansville,  and  encamped 
near  Paynes  Prairie.  Immediately  after  halting, 
two  gentlemen  arrived  and  informed  us  that  a part 
of  col.  Warrens  command  from  the  east,  then  in  the 
field,  had  an  engagement  with  the  enemy  at  a place 
on  Paynes  Prairie,  named  Black  Point,  in  which  one 
man  was  killed  and  some  wounded.  This  was  the 
first  meeting  of  the  whites  with  the  enemy.  Gen. 
Call  nc-xL  day  took  up  his  line  of  march  for  Fort 
Crum  where  col.  Warren’s  regiment  was  encamp- 
ed, and  took  it  under  his  command  and  moved  for 
Black  Point,  where  lie  expected  to  meet  the  same 
Indians,  but  they  were  gone.  The  column  proceed- 
ed on  its  march  to  near  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Ha- 
gan, when  the  spy  company  discerned  the  house  of 
Mr.  Hagan  in  flames:  on  arrival  at  the  place  (he 
trail  of  the  Indians  was  immediately  discovered  go- 
ing into  a grass  pond,  i50  yards  from  the  burning 
dwelling.  Gov.  Call  promptly  came  up  and  dispos- 
ed his  commands  in  such  position  that  the  enemy 
could  not  escape;  a spirited  attack  commenced  first 
by  the  spy  company,  commanded  by  the  late  and 
lamented  caplain  George  Fisher,  which  discovered 
the.  Indians,  and  immediately  by  the  entire  com- 
mand, killing  4 Indians  who  were  seen,  but  wound- 
ing dangerously  5 of  our  men. 

The  column  was  put  in  motion  for  Micanopy 
when  I saw  general  Clinch  for  the  first  time,  ac- 
companied by  an  aid-de-camp,  who  came  out  from 
Micanopy  on  hearing  our  fire.  Our  wounded  were 
taken  to  Micanopy,  the  army  encamping  near  it. 
The  next  day  gen.  Call  fell  back  to  Payne’s  Prairie, 
in  order  to  get  corn  and  fodder  more  conveniently 
for  our  horses,  forage  being  scarce  at  Micanopy. — 
Next  day  again  we  took  up  the  line  of  inarch  for 
Fort  Drane,  the  plantation  of  gen.  Clinch,  which 
place  was  reached  about  10  o’clock,  the  24 th  De- 
cember, 1835,  when  gen.  Cali  formed  a junction 
wmi  gen,.  Clinch.  The  latter  being  in  the  regular 
service,  gave  him  command  over  the, former,  agree- 
able (o  tlie  regulations  of  (he  army.  Accordingly 
general  Clinch  assumed  the  command  of  the  entire 
volunteer  and  regular  force  then  at  Fort  Drane.  On 
the  25th  of  December  the  commanding  general  done 
me  the  honor  lo  appoint  me  ad  jutant  general  of  the 
army  in  Florida,  then  under  Ids  command,  when  I 
immediately  entered  on  the  duties  of  the  office.  Cn 
Hie  same  day  gen.  Call,  with  that  promptness  and 
decision  of  character  and  untiring  industry  in  the 
camp,  for  which  he  is  so  much  distinguished,  divid- 
ed his  volunteers  into  companies,  and  sent  them 
out  as  scouls,  examining  the  country  round  Fort 
Drane,  Orange  lake,  &c.  in  order  to  find  if  possible 
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the  enemy.  These  scouts  were  performed,  but 
found  no  Indians.  During  our  stay  at  Fort  Drane, 
gen.  Thompson,  Rodgers  and  others,  at  Camp  King, 
fell  victims  to  savage  cruelty,  the  notoriety  of  which 
is  so  well  known.  The  friendly  Indians  at  Camp 
King  were  ordered  to  Fort  Drane,  to  act  as  guides, 
together  with  old  Nero,  (governor  Call’s  guide)  to 
the  Wylhlacoochee,  which  was  then  in  contempla- 
tion. The  friendly  Indians  informing  the  two 
generals  that  the  Indians  were  embodied  on  the 
banks  of  that  river.  In  consequence  of  which  the 
28th  December  was  determined  on  to  march  for 
said  river;  but  the  period  of  time  which  the  volun- 
teers had  agreed  to  serve,  and  at  the  time  promised 
by  general  Call  being  within  four  days  of  expiring, 
induced  gen.  Call  to  urge  a prompt  departure  ami  a 
rapid  march,  in  order  to  accomplish  as  much  as  the 
short  time  would  permit.  Provisions,  therefore, 
for  4 days  for  man  and  horse  were  issued  and  re- 
ceived by  the  troops,  the  volunteers  carrying  in 
wallets  corn,  &.c.  for  their  horses,  together  with 
bread  and  meat  for  themselves,  the  provision  for  the 
regulars  in  carts  and  wagons.  Accordingly,  on  the 

29th  Dpcexnb/sr,  agreeable  -ter  ordor,  I puf  fh/o 

lumn  in  motion  for  the  memorable  banks  of  the 
Wythlacoocbee,  but  unfortunately,  the  baggage  train 
was  too  unwieldly  for  the  rapid  march  intended; 
the  day  previous  to  our  departure  proved  to  be  the 
same  that  Dade  and  bis  gallant  band  fell  a sacrifice 
to  savage  warfare,  and  to  the  ignorance  and  false 
information  of  some  moving  power.  Some  of  our 
troops 'heard  the  report  of  Dade’s  cannon,  although 
presumed  by  them  to  be  the  thunder  of  heaven,  not 
of  man.  Soon  after  the  daparture  of  the  army  it 
was  ordered  that  it  should  move  in  three  columns, 
the  regular  battalion  in  the  centre,  the  first  and 
second  regiments  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  centre 
column,  thereby  raking  the  country  as  the  army 
moved.  It  was  accordingly  executed  and  continued 
until  the  night  of  the  30  th,  when  the  array  encamp- 
ed about  five  miles  from  the  river.  The  troops  lay 
without  fires  all  night,  in  order  to  prevent  a know- 
ledge of  their  approach.  The  31st,  at  4 o’clock  in 
the  morning,  the  command  was  hgain  put  in  motion, 
in  a single  column,  not  in  three  as  before.  The 
night  was  dark,  so  much,  that  after  receiving  the 
advance  guard,  I left  it  in  position,  to  receive  or- 
ders to  move  the  column.  On  my  return,  putting 
the  line  in  motion,  I could  not  find  it  for  some  time. 
The  army,  therefore,  moved  silently  in  single  co- 
lumn until  day.  Generals  Clinch  and  Call,  by  re- 
quest of  the  former,  took  position  immediately  be- 
tween the  regular  and  volunteer  commands,  the  re- 
gulars in  advance,  general  Clinch  informing  me  to 
take  the  head  of  the  column,  and  if  I discovered  the 
enemy,  or  a fire  made  on  the  advance.  I would 
find  him  in  the  same  position.  It  was  necessary  to 
be  thus  cautious  owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night. 
At  daylight,  the  head  of  the  column  rested  on  the 
bank  of  the  Wythlacoocbee,  not  a fordable  passage, 
as  the  generals  were  informed  and  led  to  believe 
most  positively  by  the  Indian  guides,  for  it  was 
determined  and  arranged  the  column  should  pro- 
ceed immediately  over  the  river.  But  to  the  great 
surprise  of  all,  we  found  a stream  wide,  deep,  and 
with  a rapid  current  impassable,  to  be  forded.  The 
lamented  captain  Mellon  arid  myself  took  one  of 
his  men  up  the  river  to  the  left  ot  our  approach  to 
find  i f possible,  a more  shallow  passage.  This  pri- 
vate jumped  in  with  his  clothes  on  and  w as  near 
finding  a watery  grave;  we  again  returned  to  the 
Indian’ ford,  and  discovered  a boat  on  the  opposite 
side,  two  of  capt.  Mellon’s  men  swam  the  river, 
launched  the  boat,  at  the  same  time  crying  out  fresh 
signs  of  Indians.  The  boat  was  paddled  over  by 
these  heroic  men,  when  the  regulars  commenced 
immediately  to  cross  in  small  numbers,  marching- 
out  on  larulingto  a small  open  plain.  400  yards  from 
the  river,  which  afterwards  proved  to  be  the  battle 
ground  of  the  Wythlacoocbee.  There  being  only 
one  day  more  for’the  volunteers  to  serve,  arid  pro- 
visions’almost  out,  and  before  them  an  impassable 
river,  some  of  the  volunteers  did  refuse  to  proceed 
notwithstanding  the  urgent  appeals  of  gem  ral  Call 
to  cross;  these  few  deserted  and  purged  by  their  de- 
parture, Tile  icliintccr  t'-mmonl  of  Jto  d,  o.-.--.  TUo 
remaining  volunteers,  il  it  bad  been  possible  to  get 
over,  would  have  crossed  and  acquired  a fame  for 
gallantry  as  unrivaled  as  ever  was  obtained  by  vic- 
torious troops.  When  1 he  regulars  were  half  over 
in  number,  I crossed  with  general  Clinch,  in  order 
to  aid  in  the  passage  of  the  entire  army,  which  was 
then  proceeding  with  all  speed,  the  regulars  in  the 
canoe,  the  volunteers  driving  their  horses  into  the 
river,  sending  their  saddles,  ike.  on  rafts,  made  hur- 
riedly for  the  occasion,  when  general  Call  discover- 
ing a log  on  the  opposite  side,  requested  general 
Clinch  to  have  it  put  into  the  river,  in  order  to  form 
a more  prompt  passage.  It  was  immediately  at- 
tempted by  all  piesent,  (gen.  Clinch  included). 
At  this  time  the  regulars  had  all  crossed  and  march- 


ed to  the  field  mentioned;  at  that  moment,  when  the 
log  was  about  to  be  hurled  into  the  river,  and  every 
nerve  strained  to  accomplish  it,  an  Indian  fire  was 
made  on  the  regulars  and  on  the  volunlJers.  When 
the  cry  of  Indians  was  generelly  proclaimed,  my 
horse  stood  near  me,  having  been  swam  overby  one 
of  the  Indian  guides,  I promptly  mounted  and  was 
with  the  command  when  the  first  general  fire  was 
made  on  the  line.  G-en.  Clinch’s  appearance  on  the 
field  was  discovered,  being  intimately  known  to  the 
enemy,  who  no  doubt  endeavored  to  cut  him  down, 
a ball  having  passed  through  his  clothes  and  cap 
immediately  on  arrival,  and  his  horse  wounded,  he 
dismounted  and  remained  on  his  feet  during  the  en- 
tire engagement  with  his  men.  Being  his  adjutant 
general,  I had  through  him,  the  command.  Col. 
Read,  the  inspector  general  major  Lytle,  aid-de- 
camp  of  gen.  Clinch  and  major  Wellford,  aid-de- 
camp  of  general  Call,  rode  their  horses  during  part 
of  the  engagement  with  me,  until  colonel  Read, 
now  general  Read,  was  wounded,  when  I request- 
ed him  to  leave  the  field  and  send  general  Call 
if  possible.  He  immediately  went  to  the  river 
,■“1  "'“"“T5.  f1”11’  »eenlars  would 

oe  cut  oil  il  be  did  not  promptly  come  over. — 
General  Call  immediately  threw  himself  into  the 
breach,  when  he  was  informed  the  contest  was 
doubtful,  and  with  the  positive  assurance  if  he 
crossed  he  could  never  return;  yet,  with  this  as- 
surance of  positive  annihilation  he  passed,  and 
came  to  the  field  on  his  horse,  unaccompanied  by 
any  person,  with  an  appearance  of  self-posses- 
sion together  with  a promptness  of  action,  the  re- 
collection of  which  I can  never  forget,  for  I want- 
ed to  see  him.  I met  him  on  the  left  of  the  line, 
gave  him  my  hand,  informing  him  promptly  the 
particulars  of  the  day,  when  he  rode  along  the  line 
to  meet  general  Clinch,  who  received  him  on  foot, 
much  overpowered  by  fatigue.  General  Call  con- 
gratulated him  on  iiis  escape  and  success,  at  the 
same  time  sa)'ing,  “general  }rou  can’t  hold  your 
position,”  (the  battle  is  not  yet  over).  Gen.  Clinch 
replied  “what  shall  I do  with  the  dead  and  wound- 
ed?” The' answer  was  “make  your  well  men  take 
the  dead  and  wounded  to  the  bank  of  the  river  and 
send  them  over.”  As  soon  as  the  enemy  was  si- 
lenced and  drawn  from  the  field,  it  was  immediate- 
ly attended  to.  I formed  a circular  line,  the  right 
resting  on  the  bank  of  the  river  above  the  bridge, 
then  nearly  made  of  logs,  the  left  resting  on  the 
river  below,  through  which  circular  line  the  dead 
and  wounded  were  taken.  This  line  was  formed 
of  volunteers  on  the  right,  the  regulars  in  the  cen- 
tre', completing  the  line  by  volunteers  on  the  left. 
Some  of  the  latter  came  over  the  bridge  after  it 


wae  completed.  This  line  was  ascertained  to  be  so 

firm  that  no  enemy  could  pass  it.  When  general 
Clinch  remarked,  “which  of  us  shall  retire  this 
command  over  the  river?”  General  ^?all  then  said 
to  him,  “sir,  you  are  old — I am  young;  cross  to  the 
other  side,  and  I will  retire  the  men  over  the  river.” 
It  was  agreed  to  by  general  Clinch,  and  he  passed 
to  the  opposite  side  early  in  the  evening.  Gen. 
Call  remained,  and  accomplished  to  the?  letter  what 
he  promised. 

It  is  proper  to  mention  here,  that  although  the 
engagement  was  now  over,  and  the  enemy  seemed 
to  have  left  the  field,  still  he  had  not,  but  yet  lurked 
with  savage  silence  round  our  line,  for  he  gave  se- 
veral yelling  signals  of  his  near  approach,  and  of  a 
second  attack.  The  dead  and  wounded,  now  on 
the  opposite  bank,  lay  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  when  general  Cali  discovered  the  exposed 
situation  of  those  gallant  officers  and  men,  amongst 
whom  was  the  purely  brave  and  unostentatious 
capt.  Graham,  now  major  Graham,  who  was  severe- 
ly wounded  in  two  places,  when  making  his  well 
known  gallant  charge  in  the  hammock,  red  with  the 
enemy,  and  which  gained  the  battle  of  that  day,  lay 
in  a pile,  together  with  his  gallant  brother,  lieu t. 
Graham,  lieut.  Ridgcly,  major  Cooper  and  others. 
Promptly  urged  by  humanity,  he  crossed  the,  river, 
ami  had  the  dead  and  wounded  entirely  removed 
from  second  danger,  amt  accompanied  by  a strong 
protecting  guard.  When  this  was  accomplished, 
pc Ooii  mu  tu  me  line,  -n-.tr.  . .-—Jy  fn 

inarch,  which  was  to  be  retired,  disputing  with  the 
enemy  every  inch  of  ground,  together  with  its  pas- 
sage over  the  river;  for  I believe  every  individual 
present  expected  the  return  of  the  enemy.  I was 
now  ordered  by  general  Call  to  retire  from  the  left, 
the  right  defending  the  wheeling  line.  It  was  exe- 
cuted with  a firmness  and  a show  of  gallantry  which 
none  but  victorious  troops  cquld  evince.  Imme- 
diately when  the  left  of  the  retiring  column  rested 
on  the  bank  of  the  river,  which . they  reached  in 
safety,  the  savages  gave  us  positive  proof  ot  their 
presence,  for  they  came  immediately  to  the  op- 
posite bank,  yelling  the  war-whoop,  which  was 
promptly  answered  by  our  men,  when  the  enemy 
I ceased  to  disturb  the  army  by  their  savage  music. 


During  this  engagement,  the  regulars  and  volun- 
teers behaved  with  great  gallantry;  their  daring 
heroism  justly  acquired  for  them  a lame  which 
obloquy  cannot  assail.  With  such  men  and  of- 
ficers, victory  would  be  the  result  in  any  contest. 

SAMUEL  PARItHILL. 

Major  Wellford  lo  general  Call. 

Tallahassee,  July  1 8th,  1837. 

To  his  excellency , R.  K.  Call: 

Sir;  Yours  of  the  15th  instant  is  at  hand,  re- 
questing me  to  state  the  conversation  which  took 
place  between  general  Clinch  and  yourself  on  the 
battle  ground,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1S35,  and 
in  what  situation  gen.  Clinch  was  when  you  met 
him  on  that  day.  1 

I distinctly  recollect  joining  you  soon  after  you 
crossed  the  river,  and  rode  with  you  until  you  met 
with  general  Clinch,  but  have  no  recollection  of  any 
conversation  which  took  place  at  that  time,  my  at- 
tention being  directed  to  other  duties,  gen.  Clinch 
most  undoubtedly  was  on  foot  at  the  time  you  met 
him  and  unaccompanied  by  col.  Read. 

You  also  requested  me  to  state  the  conversation 
whicn  tooK  place  wtwomi  gen.  Clinch  and  your- 
self after  the  battle  was  over,  and  The  Troops  had 
formed  for  the  protection  of  the  wounded  in  re- 
crossing the  river. 

That  conversation  I am  positive  appeared  to  turn 
on  who  should  attend  to  the  transportation  of  the 
troops  in  recrossing  the  river,  when  you  emphati  - 
cal Jy  urged  to  gen.  Clinch  that  you  would,  being 
much  his  junior  and  better  able  to  bear  the  fatigue 
of  such  a duty.  Gen.  Clinch  consented  to  the  pro- 
position and  crossed  about  two  hours  before  the 
troops. 

I am  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

R.  G.  WELLFORD. 


TREATY  BETWEEN  THE  U.  STATES  AND 
THE  KING  OF  SIAM. 

By  the  president  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

~ A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  a treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  be- 
tween the  United  States  of  America,  and  his  ma- 
jesty the  king  of  Siam,  was  concluded  and  signed 
at  the  city  of  Sia-Yut'hia,  (commonly  called  Ban- 
kok),  on  the  twentieth  day  of  March,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty - 
three,  which  treaty  is,  word  lor  word,  as  follows:. 
“Treaty. of  amity  and  commerce  between  Iris  majesty 

the  magnificent  king  of  Siam,  and  the  U:  States  of 

Am  erica: 

“His  majesty  the  sovereign  and  magnificent  king, 
in  the  city  of  Sia  Yut'liia,  has  appointed  the  Chau 
Phaya-Phraklang,  one  of  the  first  ministers  of  state, 
to  treat  with  Edmund  Roberts^  minister  of  the  U. 
States  of  America,  who  has  been  sent  by  the  go- 
vernment thereof,  on  its  behalf,  to  form  a treaty 
of  sincere  friendship  and  entire  good  faith  between 
the  two  nations.  For  this  purpose,  the  Siamese 
and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
shall,  with  sincerity,  hold  commercial  intercourse 
in  the  ports  of  their  respective  nations  as  long  as 
heaven  and  earth  shall  endure. 

“This  treaty  was  concluded  on  Wednesday,  the 
last  of  the -fourth  month  of  the  year  1194,  called 
Pi-marong-chattava-sok,  (or  the  year  of  the  dra- 
gon), corresponding  to  the  twentieth  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1833.  One  original  is 
written  in  Siamese,  the  other  in  English;  but  as 
the  Siamese  are  ignorant  of  English,  and  the  Ame- 
ricans of  Siamese,  a Portuguese  and  Chinese  trans- 
lation are  annexed,  to  serve  as  testimony  to  the 
contents  of  the  treaty.  The  writing  is  of  the  same 
tenor  and  date  in  al!  the  languages  aforesaid:  It  is 
sigped,  on  the  one  part,  with  the  name  of  the  C'hau 
P'haya  E'hra-klang,  and  sealed  with  the  seal  ot  the 
lotus  flower,  of  glass;  on  the  .other  part,  it  is  signed 
with  the  name  of  Edmund  Roberts,  and  sealed  with 
a seal  containing  an  eagle  and  stars. 

“One  copy  will  be  kept  in  Siam,  and  another 
will  betaken  by.  Edmund  Roberts  to  the  United 
States.  If  the  government  of  the  United  States 
shall  ratify  the  said  treaty,  and  attach  the  seal  of 
the  government  then  Siam  will  also  ratify  it  on  its 
part,  and  attach  the  seal  of  its  government. 

Art.  1.  There  shall  be  a perpetual  peace  be- 
tween the  United  States  of  America  and  the  mag- 
nificent king  of  Siam. 

Art.  2.  The  citizens  of  ihe  United  States  shall 
have  free  liberty  to  enter  all  the  ports  of  the  king- 
dom of  Siam,  with  their  cargoes,  of  whatever  kind 
the  said  cargoes  may  consist;  and  they  shall  have 
liberty  to  sell  the  same  to  any  of  the  subjects  of 
the  king,  or  others  who  may  wish  to  purchase  the 
same,  or  to.  barter  the  same  for  any  produce  or 
manufacture  of  the  kingdom,  or  oilier  articles  that 
I may  be  found  there.  No  prices  shall  be  fixed  by 
the  officers  of  the  king  on  the  articles  to  be  sold  by 
i the  merchants  of  the  United  States,  or  the  merchan- 
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tiise  they  may  wish  to  buy,  but  the  trade  shall  be 
tree  on  both  sides,  to  sell,  or  buy,  or  exchange,  on 
the  terms  and  lor  the  prices  the  owners  may  think 
lit.  Whenever  the  said  citizens  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  ready  to  depart,  they  shall  be  at  liberty  so 
to  do,  and  the  proper  officers  shall  furnish  tiicm 
with  passports:  Provided  always,  There  be  no  legal 
impediment  to  the  contrary.  Nothing-  contained  in 
this  article  shall  be  understood  as  granting  permis- 
sion to  import  and  sell  munitions  ot  war  to  any  per- 
son excepting  to  the  king,  who,  if  he  does  not  re- 
quire, will  not  be  bound  to  purchase  them;  neither 
is  permission  granted  to  import  opium,  which  is 
contraband;  or  to  export  rice,  which  cannot  be  em- 
barked as  an  article  of  commerce.  These  only  are 
prohibited. 

Art.  3.  Vessels  of  the  United  States  entering  any 
port  within  his  majesty’s  dominions,  and  selling  or 
purchasing  cargoes  of  merchandise,  shall  pay',  in 
lieu  of  import  and  export  duties,  tonnage,  license 
to  trade,  or  any  other  charge  whatever,  a measure- 
ment I'uty  only,  as  follows:  The  measurement  shall 
he  made  from  sine  to  side,  in  the  middle  ol  the  ves- 
sel s length;  and  it  a single  decked  vessel,  on  such 
single  deck:  if  otherwise.  o>,  *i><,  k,Vu  deck,  un 
o'")  vessel  selling  merchandise,  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  ticals,  or  but ohall  be  ,,aia 
lor  every  Siamese  fathom  in  breadth,  so  measured; 
the  said  fathom  being  computed  to  contain  seventy- 
eight  England  or  American  inches,  correspond- 
ing- to  ninety-six  Siamese  inches;  but  if  the  said 
vessel  should  come  without  merchandise,  and  pur- 
chase a cargo  with  specie  only,  she  shall  then  pay 
the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  ticals  or  bats,  for  each 
and  every  fathom  before  described.  Furthermore, 
neither  the  aforesaid  measurement  duty,  nor  any 
other  charge  whatever,  shall  be  paid  by  any  vessel 
ol  the  United  States  that  enters  a Siamese  port  for 
the  purpose  of  refitting,  or  for  refreshments,  or  to 
inquire  the  state  of  the  market. 

Art.  4.  If  hereafter  the  duties  payable  by  foreign 
vessels  be  diminished  in  favor  of  any  other  nation, 
the  same  diminution  shall  be  made  in  favor  of  the 
vessels  ol  the  United  States. 

Art.  5.  If  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  shall 
suiter  shipwreck  on  any  part  of  the  magnificent 
kings  dominions,  the  persons  escaping  from  the 
wreck  shall  be  taken  care  of  and  hospitably  enter- 
tained at  the  expense  of  the  king,  until  they  shall 
fiiKl  an  opportunity  to  be  returned  to  their  country; 
and  the  property  saved  from  such  wreck  shall  be 
carefully  preserved  and  restored  to  its  owners;  and 
l.ie  United  States  will  repay  all  expenses  incurred 
by  his  majesty  on  account  of  such  wreck. 

Art.  (i.  If  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  com- 
ing  to  Siam  for  the  purpose  of  trade,  shall  contract 
, r o°  an.v  individual  of  Siam,  or  if  any  individu- 
rJ  ot  c iam  shall  contract  debts  to  any  citizen  of  the 
knifed  States,  the  debtor  shall  be  obliged  to  brin"- 
forward  and  sell  all  his  goods  to  pay  in's  "debts  there^ 
with.  When  the  product  of  such  bona  fide  sale 
smill  not  suffice,  he  shall  no  longer  be  liable  for  the 
remainder,  nor  shall  the  creditor  be  able  to  retain 
nin  as  a slave,  imprison,  flog-,  or  otherwise  punish 
jinn  to  compel  the  payment  of  any  balance  remain- 
ing due,  but  shall  leave  him  at  perfect  liberty. 

. Art- 7-  Merchants  of  the  United  States  com- 
o tiadn  in  the  kingdom  of  Siam,  and  wishing 
. rPr)t  honses  therein,  shall  rent  Hie  king’s  facto° 
ucs,  and  pay  the  customary  rent  of  the  country.  If 
!.  s,ail!  merchants  bring  their  goods  on  shore,  the. 
kings  officers  shall  take  account  thereof,  but  shall 
not  levy  any  duty  thereupon. 

Art.  S.  If  any  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
turnr  vessels,  or  other  property,  shall  be  taken  by 
pnates  and  brought  within  the  dominions  of  the 
magnificent  king,  the  persons  shall  lie  set  at  liberty, 
ami  the  property  restored  to  its  owners. 

. Merchants  of  the  United  States  trad- 

ln  ?,  thc  kingdom  of  Siam  shall  respect  and 
e tow  tile  laws  and  customs  of  the  country  in  all 
points. 


merce,  and  every  article  and  clause  therein  contain- 
ed; reserving  the  same,  nevertheless,  for  the  final 
ratification  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate  of  the  said  United  States. 

Done  at  the  royal  city  ol  Sia-Yut'hia,  (common-  , 
ly  called  Bankok,)  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  ot  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United  States  of  America 
tlie  fifty-seventh. 

(Signed,)  EDMUND  ROBERTS. 

And  whereas,  the  said  treaty  has  been  duly  rati- 
fied on  both  parts,  and  the  respective  ratifications 
of  the  same  were  exchanged  at  the  city  of  Sia-Yut-' 
hia  (commonly  called  Bankok)  on  the  fourteenth 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eigiit  hundred  and  thirty-six: 

Now,  therefore,  he  it  kown,  that  I,  Martin  Van 
Buren,  president  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
have  caused  tnc  said  treaty  to  lie  made  public,  to 
the  end  that  the  same,  and  every  clause  and  article 
thereof,  may  be  observed  and ' infilled  with  good 
faith  hy  the  United  States,  and  the  citizens  there- 
uf. 

In  witness  wherp^r.  T 1 » oct  my  nand, 

“nJ  '-“uscu  me  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affix- 
ed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  24th  day 
rL  s ] °f  -Jur!e’  ir‘  the  year  of  our  Lord  1837,  and 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the 
sixty-first. 

MARTIN  VAN  BUREN. 

By  the  president: 

John  Forsyth,  scci-etary  of  state. 


TREATY  BETWEEN  THE  U.  STATES  AND 
THE  SULTAN  OF  MUSCAT. 

By  the  president  of  the  United  Stales  of  America. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  a treaty  ot  amity  and  commerce  be- 
tween the  government  of  the  United  States  ot 
America  and- his  majesty  Seyed  Syeed  Bin,  sultan 
of  Muscat,  and  his  dependencies,  was  concluded 
and  signed  at  the  city  of  Muscat,  in  the  kingdom 
of  Amah,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  September,  in 
tlie  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-three;  which  treaty  is,  word  for  word,  as 
follows: 

A treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  his  majesty  Seyed  Syeed 
Bin,  sultan  of  Muscat,  and  his  dependencies: 
Article  1.  There  shall  be  a perpetual  peace  be- 
tween the  United  States  of  Ameiica  and  Seyed 
Syeed  Bin,  sultan,  and  his  dependencies. 

Art.  2.  The  citizens  of  Hie  TTnHefi  « 


. Art;  I0-  If  hereafter  any  foreign  nation  other 
* . ‘he  Portuguese  shall  request  and  obtain  his 
majesty’s  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Consuls  to 
reside  in  Siam,  the  United  States  shall  be  at  liberty 
i>  appoint  consuls  to  reside  in  Siam,  equally  with 
such  other  foreign  nation 

Whereas  the  undersigned,  Edmund  Roberts,  a 
citizen  of  Portsmouth,  in  the  slate  of  New  Hamp- 
snire,  m me  uniteit  States  of  America,  being  duly 
appointed  an  envoy,  by  letters  patent,  under  the 
Signature  of  the  president  and  seal  of  (he  United 
States  of  America,  bearing  date  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, the  twenty-sixth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1S32, 
Dr  negotiating  and  concluding  a treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  between  tiie  United  States  of  America 
and  his  majesty  tlie  king  of  Siam:  Now,  know  ye, 
tiat  T,  Edmund  Roberts,  envov  as  aforesaid,  do 
conclude  the  foregoing  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 


Art.  2.  The  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall 
have  free  liberty  tu  enter  ail  the  ports  of  his  majes- 
ty Seyed  Syeod  ±)]„,  o„Uan,  wun  tlieir  cargoes,  of 
whatever  kind  the  said  cargoes  may  consist;  and 
they  shall  have  liberty  to  sell  tlie  same  to  any  of 
tnc  subjects  of  tlie  suitau,  or  others  who  may  wish 
to  buy  the  same,  or  to  barter  the  same  for  any  pro- 
duce or  manufactures  of  tlie  kingdom,  cr  other  arti- 
cles that  may  be  found  there.  No  price  shall  be 
fixed  by  the  sultan,  or  his  officers,  on  the  articles  to 
be  sold  by  the  merchants  of  the  United  States,  or 
I the  merchandise  they  may  wish  to  purchase;  but 
the  trade  shall  he  free  on  both  sides  to  sell  or  buy, 
or  exchange,  on  the  terms  and  fur  the  prices  the 
owners  may  think  fit:  and  whenever  the  said  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  may  think  fit  to  depart, 
they  shall  be  at  liberty  so  to  do;  and  if  any  officer 
of  the  sultan  shall  contravene  this  article,  he  shall 
be  severely  punished.  It  is  understood  and  agreed, 
however,  that  the  articles  of  muskets,  powder  and 
ball,  can  only  be  sold  to  the  government  in  the 
island  of  Zanibar;  but,  in  all  tlie  other  ports  of  the 
sultan,  Ihc  said  munitions  of  war  may  be  freely 
sold,  without  any  restrictions  whatever, ’to  the  hiH)- 
est  bidder.  3 

Art.  3.  t essols  of  the  United  States  enterin'1-  any 
port  within  the  sultan’s  dominions  shall  pay  no 
more  than  five  per  cent,  duties  on  the  cargo  landed; 
and  this  shall  be  in  full  consideration  of 'all  import 
and  export  duties,  tonnage,  license  to  trade,  pilot- 
age, anchorage,  or  any  other  charge  whatever:  nor 
shall  any  charge  be  paid  on  that  part  of  the'eara-c 
which  may  rem-n-  ouani  unsold  and  re-export- 
eu:  nor  snail  any  charge  whatever  b;  paid  on  any 
vessel  of  the  United  Slates  which  may  enter  any  of 
Uie  ports  or  Ms  majesty  ior  the  purpose  of  refitting, 
or  for  refreshments,  or  to  inquire  thc  state  of  the 
market. 

Art.  4.  The  American  citizen  shall  pay  no  nther 
duties  on  export  or  import,  tonnage,  license  to 
trade,  or  other  charge  whatsoever,  than  the  nation 
the  most  favored  shall  pay. 

Art.  0.  If  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  shall 
suffer  shipwreck  on  any  part  of  the  sultan’s  domi- 
nions, thc  persons  escaping  from  the  wreck  shall 
ba  taken  care  of  and  hospitably  entertained,  at  the 


expense  of  the  sultan,  until  they  shall  find  an  op- 
portunity to  be  returned  to  their  country,  (for  the 
sultan  can  never  receive  any  remuneration  whatever 

for  rendering  succor  to  the  distressed);  and  the  pro- 
perty saved  from  such  wreck  shall  be  carefully  pre- 
served and  delivered  to  tlie  owner,  or  the  consul 
oi  the  United  States,  or  to  any  authorised  agent. 

7V1 1.  (i.  I lie  citizens  of  tlie  United  States  resort - 
ing  to  the  poits  oi  the  sultan  lor  the  purpose  of 
trade  shall  have  leave  to  land  and  reside  in  the  said 
ports  without  paying  any  tax  or  imposition  what- 
ever for  such  liberty,  other  than  the  general  duties 
on  imports  which  the  most  favored  nation  shall  pay. 

Art.  7.  If  any  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
their  vessels,  or  oilier  properly  shall  be  taken  by 
pirates  and  brought  within  tlie  dominions  of  tlie 
sultan,  the  persons  shall  he  set  at  liberty,  and  the 
property  restored  to  the  owner,  it  he  is  present,  or 
to  the  American  consul,  or  to  any  authorised  agent. 

Art.  8.  Vessels  belonging  to  ihe  subjects  of  the 
sultan,  winch  may  resort  to  any  poit  in  the  United 
States,  shall  pay  no  other  or  higher  rate  of  duties 
or  other  charges  than  the  nation  tlie  most  favored 
shall  pay. 

Art.  !).  The  r'-'-’M'-"*  or  me  united  Slates  may 
appoint  consuls  to  reside  in  the  ports  of  the  sultan 
where  the  principal  commerce  shall  be  carried  on, 
which  consuls  shall  be  tlie  exclusive  judges  of  all 
disputes  or  suits  wherein  American  citizens  shall 
be  engaged  with  each  other.  They  shall  have  pow- 
er to  receive  the  properly  of  any  American  citizen 
dying  within  the  kingdom,  and  to  send  the  same  to 
his  heirs,  first  paying  ail  his  debts  due  to  the  sub- 
jects ot  the  sultan.  Tlie  said  consuls  shall  not  be 
arrested,  nor  shall  their  property  be  seized,  nor 
shall  any  of  their  household  be  arrested,  but ’their 
persons  and  property  and  their  houses  shall  be  in- 
violate. Should  any  consul,  however,  commit  any 
offence  against  the  laws  ol  the  kingdom,  complaint 
shall  be  made  to  the  president,  who  will  immediate- 
ly displace  him. 

Concluded,  signed  and  sealed  at  the  royal  palace, 
in  the  city  of  Muscat,  in  thc  kingdom ' of  Ainan’ 
the  twenty-first  day  of  September,  in  Uie  year  one’ 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three  of  the 
Christian  era,  and  the  fifty-seventh  year  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United  States  of  America,  cor- 
responding to  the  sixth  day  of  the  moon,  called 
Iamada  Aiawel,  in  the  year  of  the  Allhajra,  (He- 
gira), one  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

Wfcereas,  the  undersigned,  Edmund  Roberts’  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  a re- 
sident of  Portsmouth,  in  the  state  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, being  duly  appointed  a special  agent  by  let- 
ters patent,  under  the  signature  of  file  president, 
and  seal  oi  the  United  States  of  America,  bearing 
date  at  the  city  of  Wa«tm.(jton,  tn<>  octl,  3 


U.ILC  .11  “If  i 11,  IH  siutli  ,lay  “L 

January,  anno  domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-two,  for  negotiating  and  concludin'1-  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  his  majesty  Seyed  Syeed 
Bin,  sultan  of  Muscat:  Now,  know  ye,  that  I, 
Edmund  Roberts,  special  agent  as  aforesaid,  do 
conclude  the  foregoing  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce, and  every  article  and  clause  therein  con- 
tained, reserving  the  same  nevertheless  i'or  the 
final  ratification  of  the  president  of  the  U.  Stales 
of  America,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

Done  at  the  royal  palace,  in  the  city  of  Muscat, 
in  the  kingdom  of  Aman,  on  (he  21st  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and  of 
the  independence  of  the  U.  States  of  America 
the  filly-seventh,  corresponding  to  the  sixth  day 
of  the  moon,  called  Iamada  Aiawel,  in  the 
year  ol  Allhajra  (Hegira)  one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  forty-nine. 

(Signed,)  EDMUND  ROBERTS. 

And  whereas,  thc  said  treaty  lias  been  duly  ra- 
tified on  both  parts,  and  the  respective  ratifications 
ot  the  same  were  exchanged  at  the  city  of  Muscat, 
on  the  thirtieth  day  of  ‘September,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  andlthir 'tv-five: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I,  Martin  Van 
Buren,  president  ol  the  United  States,  have  cauc.J 

J ,o  ue  made  public,  lo  Uie  end  that 

the  same,  and  every  clause  and  article  thereof  may 
be  observed  and  fulfilled  With  good  faith  hy  the  U 
States,  and  tne  citizens  thereof.  J 

In  witness  whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
fixedCa'1S<'<  'e  SUal  01  to  bo  af- 

Doneat  the  city  of  Washington,  this  twenty- 
(ninth  day  of  June,  in  flic  year  of  our  Lord 
[L.  s.j  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty. 

seven,  and  of  (he  independence  of  the  U 
States  the  sixty-first. 

n h -a  , MaRTIN  VAN  BUREN 
By  the  president: 

John  Forsyth,  secretary  of  st^e. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES. 

Berlin  is  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  hand- 
somest cities  in  Europe,  but  it  lacks  animation.  The 
extent,  as  compared  with  its  population,  “twelve 
miles  of  circumference  for  less  than  230,000  in- 
habitants,” will  account,  in  part,  fiJr  the  absence 
of  life  and  bustle  in  the  streets.  Tt  was  Frederick’s 
ambition  to  have  a large  capital.  “Well,”  said  he 
one  day  to  the  French  ambassador,  “we  are  getting 
on;  Berlin  is  nearly  as  large  as  Paris.”  “Certainly,” 
replied  the  ambassador,  “only  we  don’t  grow  corn 
in  Paris.” 

Tides.  According  to  recent  and  accurate  obser- 
vations, the  tide-wave  travels  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  to  Gibraltar,  a distance  of  nearly  5,000 
miles,  in  the  incredible  short  period  of  twelve 
hours,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  about  400  miles  an 
hour.  The  same  wave  requires  twelve  hours  to 
reacli  Edinburg  from  Gibraltar,  a distance  of  about 


The  princess  Victoria  is  now  the  reigning  queen  of 
England.  She  is  the  daughter  of  the  late  duke  of 
Kent,  and  became  of  age  a few  weeks  before  she 
ascended  the  throne.  Her  considerate  mother, 
when  near  her  time,  came  from  Germany  to  Eng- 
land, where  the  princess  was  born,  an  heir  pre- 
sumptive to  the  crown. 

Anne,  the  last  of  the  Steuart’s  ascended  the  Eng- 
lish throne  in  1702,  when  'she  was  39  years  old, 
and.  reigned  12  years.  She  was  the  mother  of  17 
children,  all  of  whom  died  young.  She  was  a fee- 
ble, but  amiable  woman.  Her  reign,  however, 
was  distinguished  by  the  success  of  British  arms 
and  British  literature. 

Since  1714,  when  queen  Anne  died,  England  has 
had  five  male  sovereigns.  George  I.  reigned  13 
years;  George  II.  reigned  33  years;  George  III. 
reigned  83  years;  George  IV.  reigned  10  years; 
and  William  F7.  has  reigned  7 years. 


1,900,  and  proceeds  with  a velocity  of  180  miles  an 
hour,  whereas  that  from  Edinburg  to  London,  only 
500  miles,  requires  the  same  time  of  twelve  hours, 
and  goes  at  the  rate  of  42  miles  an  hour.  These 
retardations  in  the  mtc  «r  <■('  the  tid»-wave 

are  occasioned  by  the  obstructions  it  receives  from 
the  coast  it  comes  in  contact  with.  At  Liverpool, 
it  is  found  that  a fall  of  one-tenth  of  an  inch  in  the 
barometer,  raises  the  tide  one  inch,  which  is  a 
beautiful  illustration  of  the  laws  of  gravitation. 

Poor  old  Burgoyne,  from  his  experience  in  Ame- 
rica, had  occasion,  we  believe,  to  encounter  fre- 
quently such  rebuffs  as  the  following: 

During  the  American  war,  whilst  col.  Burgoyne 
commanded  at  Cork,  lie  saw  a corpulent  soldier 
among  the  spectators  on  parade,  whom  he  address- 
ed, “Who  are  you,  sir?  You  must  be  drilled  twice 
a day  to  bring  down  your  corpulency.  Who  are 
you,  sir?”  “Piase  your  honor,”  replied  Pat.  “I  am 
the  skeleton  of  the  5th  regiment  of  foot,  who  have 
just  marched  over  from  America.”  The  fact  was 
so;  for  such  was  the  carnage  of  the  disastrous  war 
that  onlg  this  fat  soldier  and  captain  Webb  return- 
ed to  Europe  out  of  an  entire  regiment  that  went 
to  America. 

The  Ohio  canal.  According  to  a statinerit  fur- 
nished for  the  Statesman  by  the  secretary  of  the 
board  of  public  works,  the  tolls  received  on  the 
Ohio  canal  for  the  month  of  June  just  past,  amount- 
ed to  $50,393  35.  This  is  an  excess  of  $19,713  >4l, 
over  the  receipts  of  the  month  of  June,  1830.  This 
increase  speaks  much  for  the  utility  of  our  canals, 
and  is  highly  creditable  to  the  enterprise.of  our  citi- 
zens. [Ohio  Journal. 

French  politeness.  In  consequence  of  its  having 
been  made  known  toWhe  French  chamber  of  depu- 
ties that  a rule  existed  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States,  giving  the  privilege  of 
seats  on  the  floor  within  the  hall,  during  the  sittings 
of  congress,  to  members  of  foreign  legislatures, 
they  were  resolved  to  manifest  the  same  civility  to 
members  of  the  American  congress.  The  difficulty 
was  how  the  affair  should  be  managed  to  place  Mr. 
White,  of  Florida,  on  a footing  with  their  members 
at  Washington,  as  there  were  no  privileged  serifs 
within  the  hall  of  the  palais  in  which  the  deputies 
sit.  It  was  proposed  to  give  a place  in  the  tribune, 
reserved  for  the  minister  and  those  invited  by  them, 
and,  finally  to  manifest  the  esprit  da  corps  of  nation- 
al legislators,  they  have  furnished  Mr.  W.  with  a 
medal  of  a member  of  the  chamber,  which  gi  ves  the 
cnire  to  all  the  palaces,  reviews,  and  other  public 
establishments  which  a deputy  has. 

All  bad  feeling,  arising  from  the  recent  unhappy 
difference  between  the  two  countries,  has  passed 
away,  and  the  best  feeling  is  manifested  for  all 
Americans.  [ Ball . Pat. 

Complimentary.  The  minister  of  Peru  in  a letter 
to  the  secretary  of  state,  pavs  the  following  merited 
compliment  to  Mr.  Lamed,  the  late  charge  des  af- 
faires that  republic. 

“His  excellency  pays  a sacred  dbbt,  in  acknow- 
ledging, in  an  authentic  form,  to  the  government  of 
tbc  United  States,  that  Samuel  Larned,  the  last 
charge  d’affaires  near  the  government  ot  Peru,  nas 
fulfilled,  with  the  most  laudable,  ability  the  functions 
with  which  he  has  been  invested;  and  that  he  car- 
ries with  him,  on  his  return  to  the  country  ot  his 
birth,  the  strongest  esteem  and  the  most  sincere  af- 
fection of  the  government,  and  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  confederation. 

“The  undersigned  hopes  that  the  minister  ad- 
dressed will  make  known  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States  this  testimonial  of  the  friendship  and 
gratitude  which  Mr.  Larned  has  secured  to  himself 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.” 

England,  after  a lapse  of  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-three years,  ag#n  rejoices  in  a female  sovereign. 


Extraordinary  surgical  operation.  The  Caledonia 
Mercury  gives  an  account  of  an  operation  never  be- 
fore performed  in  Great  Britian.  Prolessor  Lizars 
was  the  operator.  The  case  was  what  is  technical- 
ly called  aneurism  of  the  subclavian  artery,  so  near 
the  henu,  cnai  required  to  be 

tied,  namely,  the  arieria  innominate/,  me  young 
man,  a carter  from  Dalkeith,,  was  placed  upon  the 
table,  and  the  professor  commenced  by  making  an 
incision  in  the  neck,  and  progressively  cut  down  to 
the  artery,  when  the  ligature  was  applied.  The 
operation  was  completely  successful.  The  patient, 
who  bore  it  with  uncommon  fortitude,  was  only 
on  the  table  for  fifteen  minutes  altogether.  This, 
says  the  Mercury,  is  the  first  operation  of  the  kind 
which  has  been  attempted  in  Great  Britain.  We 
understand  that  it  was  once  successfully  performed 
in  Berlin  by  Dr.  Grade,  and  once  in  New  York  by 
Dr.  Mott. 

British  post  office.  In  a recent  debate  in  the 
British  house  of  peers,  on  the  subject  of  the  post 
office  laws,  the  following  statement  of  the  revenue 
arising  from  postage  was  oifered  by  the  earl  of 
Litchfield: 

Years.  Gross  revenue.  Net.  revenue. 

1827  £2,273,412  £1,484,184 

1823  2,287,961  1,544,224 

1829  2,265,481  1 ,508*347 

1830  2,301,432  1,517,951 

1531  2,321,310  1,569,038 

1532  2,277,274  1,531,828 

1533  2,294,911  1,552,270 

1834  2,319,979  1,513,052 

1335  2,353,340  1,574,453 

1836  2,461,806  1,845,835 

liajjid  veaetalion.  A Mr.  Ely,  of  Suffolk,  Eng- 
land, in  the  latter  part  ot  ivray  last;  accepted  a bet 
offered  him  of  five  pounds  that  he  could  not  pro- 
duce, by  his  system  of  culture,  a cucumber  twenty 
inches  in  length,  in  the  space  of  eight  days  from 
the  time  of  setting  the  blossom.  The  wager  was 
accepted,  and  within  five  hours  of  the  period  nam- 
ed, as  choice  and  handsome  afruit  as  was  ever  seen, 
and  in  length  twenty-one  inches,  was  cut  from  the 
vine.  The  frame  in  which  it  was  grown  was  of 
the  commonest  description,  and  not  the  better  for 
its  wear. 

New  Granada.  The  Philadelphia  Pennsylva- 
nian states  that  general  McAfee,  charge  d’  affaires 
to  New  Granada,  has  arrived  at  Philadelphia  from 
Bogota,  which  place  he  left  on'  the  20th  June,  at 
which  time  peace  and  tranquillity  prevailed  in  that 
republic. 

It  is  also  stated  that  he  has  obtained  an  appropria- 
tion from  the  congress  of  that  country  for  their  por- 
tion of  Columbian  claims,  settled  in  1S29,  due  to 
some  of  the  citizens  of  lids  country. 

The  convention  with  Venezuela,  as  to  the  settle- 
ment  of  the  preceding  claims,  as  well  as  for  the 
payment  of  the  foreign  and  domestic  debt  has  also 
been  ratified  by  the  congress  of  the  three  republics, 
Venezuela,  New  Granada  and  the  Equator,  into 
which  the  republic  was  divided,  and  it  is  expected 
commissioners  will  meet  in  the  month  of  December 
next,  when  all  claims  will  be  heard. and  adjusted, 
tunas  are  «uso  piovmeu  w i/»,  interest  on  the 
hve  and  three  per  cent,  by  New  Granada. 

The  slave  trade.  A late  number  of  the  Liberia 
Register,  forcibly  depicts  in  the  following  exiract, 
the  extent  of  the  slave  trade,  which  it  appears,  is 
still  carried  on  to  a great  extent.  How  long  will 
civilized  nations  permit  this  shameful  traffic? 

“We  have  been  informed  that  Pedro  Blanch  alone, 
has  exported  from,  the  Gallerias  3,800  slaves  during 
the  last  six  months!!  and  that  he  lias  recently  re- 
ceived advices  from  the  Havana,  of  the  safe  arrival 
of  one  of  his  brigs,  the  cargo  of  which  sold  for 
$250,000!!  There  are  two  factories  in  the  Gal- 
lenas,  and  are  supposed,  to  be  about  equal  in  ex- 1 


ports.  This  gives  them  an  expost  of  3,000  slaves  in 
six  months,  or  7,200  in  twelve,  and  that  from  a point 
at  which,  it  has  generally  been  supposed,  the  trade 
was  nearly  extinct!  Enormous  number!!  equal,  if 
not  exceeding,  the  whole  number  of  emigrants  sent 
out,  by  the  American  Colonization  society,  since 
the  commencement  of  their  operations. 

The  U.  S.  engineer , Lieutenant  Lee  with  his  as- 
sistant Mr.  Meigs,  who  have  been  detailed  to  su- 
perintend the  removal  ol  the  sand  bar  opposite  this 
city,  arrived  at  the  National  hotel  on  Friday  even- 
ing. The  reputation  of  Mr.  L.  assures  us'  that 
the  most  favorable  results  may  be  expected  from 
his  labors,  and  that  this  desirable  work  will  be 
prosecuted  with  all  the  despatch  which  the  con- 
dition of  the  river  and  other  circumstances  will  ad- 
mit of.  [St.  Louis.  Rep.  of  Aug.  7. 

Saw  dust.  We  should  scarcely  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  make  the  blasting  of  rocks  more  destructive 
than  it  of  late  has  been  to  some  persons  la  this 
country.  Butin  Germany,  ( Silo.si  a ) it  is  said  th.-.y 
blast  it  far  more  effectively  by  mingling  up  saw  dust 
with  the  powder,  by  which  means  vacuities  are 
created  from  tlie  <_ u . < , ..  of  tUo  o'ond y matter 
and  spaces  of  air  left  to  give  greater  facility  of 
combustion  to  trie  ^rain  of  powder.  The  objection 
in  mines  is  that  the  wood  combustion  vitiates  the 
air. 

Fort  Des  Moines.  This  name  has  ceased  to  exist. 
The  U.  S.  troops  formerly  stationed  here  have  been 
ordered  elsewhere  by  the  government,  and  the  Des 
Moines  land  company  have  possession  of  the  fort, 
where  a new  town  will  soon  belaid  out,  to  be  call- 
ed Montrose.  The  land  office  of  the  company  has 
been  opened  at  this  place.  Montrose  is  one  of  the 
most  delightful  situations  on  the  Upper  Mississippi. 

1 1 is  situated  at  the  head  of  the  lower,  or  Des  Moines 
-Rapids  of  the  Mississippi  river,  opposite  Commerce, 
in'jjjinois.  If  is  distant  14  miles  from  Fort  Madi- 
son, about  12  from  Keokuk,  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids, 
about  50  miles  from  Burlington,  and  GO  from  Quin- 
cy, in  Illinois. 

[Montrose  ( IViscosisin ) Adventurer. 

New  propelling  power.  Dr.  Corbyn,  of  this  city, 
has  patented  an  invention  of  his,  which  we  have 
formerly  alluded  to  in  this  paper,  that  bids  fair  to 
supplant  almost  every  other  propelling  power.  By 
the  exertion  of  40  lbs.  by  means  of  the  pendulum 
and  hydrostatics,  it  multiplies  to  such  a great  ex- 
tent that  it  produces  a power  of  400  lbs.  which  in 
its  turn  can  produce  4,000  lbs.  ad  infinitum.  The 
inventor  claims  to  have  made  the  discovery  of  an 
entire  new  principle  in  mechanism.  An  applica- 
tion is  to  be  made  in  the  course  of  a few  days,  when 
the  invention  will  be  fully  tested. 

[ Pittsburgh  Adv. 

The  erection  of  an  Insane  hospital  at  Augusta, 
Maine,  is  rapidly  progressing.  The  beauty  of  the 
location  is  said  by  the  Age  to  be  unsurpassed. 
About  One  hundred  men  are  now  employed  on  the 
work.  The  building  is  to  be  two  hundred  and  six- 
ty-two feet  in  length;  the  main  building  four  stories 
in  height,  and  the  two  wings  three  stories  each;  and 
its  appearance,  in  point  of  architecture,  will  be  in- 
ferior to  no  building  of  the  kind  in  New  England. 

Three  chairs.  The  Lancaster  (Ohio)  Gazette 
states  that,  at  a late  meeting  in  Fairfield  county, 
John  Brough  made  a whole  figure  speech  to 
the  people.  When  he  had  concluded,  an  honest 
Hibernian  present  bellowed  at -the  top  el  his  voice, 

“ Three  chairs  for  Jack  Brough,”  when,  laughable 
to,  relate,  three  gentlemen  brought  three  chairs  to 
Mr.  Brough  (who  is  large  enough  to  fi!l  them  all) 
and  set  the  multitude  in  a roar. 

Mowing  against  time.  On  Saturday  last  a swel-^ 
tering  hot  day  by  the  way,  Beniamin  Asbury,  of 
New  Jersey,  repaired  to  League  Island,  the  proper- 
ty of  Charles  Wharton,  esq,  of  this  city  for  the  pur- 
pose of  testing  his  strerjgib  and  skill  by  mowing 
three  acres  of  grass!  A large  parly  ol  gentlemen 
landed  on  the  island  to  witness  the  'performanc.e  of 
this  extraordinary  feat- — extraordinary  indeed,  whe’n 
we  remember  that  the  mowing  cf  ( ne  acre  is  con- 
sidered a (air  average  day’s  work.  1 he  time  fixed 
was  between  sunrise  and  sundown;  and  Mr.  Asbu- 
ry accomplished  his  task  within  three  minutes  of 

the  limit,  apparently  wntroui  much  fatigued 

thus  proving  himself  to  be  one  of  a 

“Right  bold  peasantry,  his  country’s  pride.” 

The  party  afterwards  partook  of  an  excellent  re- 
past at  the  house  on  the  island.  During  the  festi- 
vity, a bumper  lo  the  health  -of  the  knight  pf  the 
scythe  was  not  forgotten.  Neither  did  the  com- 
pany omit',  in  their  “flowing  cups,”  to  toast 
Mr.'  Wharton,  for  his  gentlemanly  and  hospitable 
conduct  on  the  occasion.  A handsome  purse  was 
made  up  for  the  mower. 
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CO-The  article  signed  “R”  did  not  originally  ap- 
pear in  the  “Richmond  Enquirer,”  but  in  the 
"Globe.” — And  we  have  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Ritchie  for  stating  that  Mr.  Rives  is  not  the  author 
of  “Camillus,”  as  those  acquainted  with  his  style 
said  he  was. 

A CARD. 

The  present  is  the  last  number  of  the  “Regis- 
ter” wnich  will  be  published  in  the  city  of  Balti- 
more; but  subscribers  here  are  informed  that  they 
will  receive  their  copies,  as  usual,  fioin  our  carrier 
every  Saturday  afternoon. 

All  persons  indebted  for  the  “Register”  since 
September,  1836,  are  requested  to  remit  to  our  ad- 
dress in  WASHINGTON  CITY;  and  all  indebted 
previous  to  that  period,  are  desired  to  forward  the 
sums  respectively  due  to  Mr.  Philip  Reigakt, 
Baltimore,  who  is  the  duly  authorised  agent  of  H. 
Niles,  to  settle  his  accounts  for  the  “Register.” 

We  earnestly  hope  that  this  notice  will  not  be 
neglected,  as  it  is  indispensably  necessary  that  the 
business  of  the  late  editor  should  be  closed  as 
speedily  as  possible.  The  amount  due  him  is  large, 
but  every  dollar  is  necessary  to  place  his  affairs  in 
that  condition  which  wall  enable  him  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  his  incessant  labors,  now  that  he  is  rendered 
incapable  of  attending  to  active  business.  A know- 
ledge of  this  fact  will  induce  a large  number  of  his 
old  friends  to  make  their  remittances  promptly,  but 
we  earnestly  hope  that  none  will  neglect  to  do  so. 
The  “laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire,”  and  well  has 
the  late  editor  earned  it. 

We  would  also  remind  those  indebted  for  the  last 
year,  that  we  have  incurred  a very  heavy  addition- 
al expense  in  improvements,  and  that  in  removing 
to  Washington  city  we  will  necessarily  incur  a still 
larger  expenditure.  To  meet  the  heavy  demands 
upon  us,  we  have  been  compelled  to  put  our  utmost 
means  into  requisition,  and  withal,  have  suffered 
much  embarrassment  in  consequence  of  the  meager- 
ness of  our  receipts,  which,  for  the  entire  year,  have 
hardly  equalled  the  extra  expenses  incurred,  and  do 
not  exceed  in  amount  the  receipts  for  any  three 
months  of  the  previous  year.  Indeed,  a very  large 
portion  of  the  amount  received  has  been  from  new 
subscribers — our  old  friends  being  unwilling  to  re- 
mit funds  which  were  not  at  par  in  tliis  cliy.  We 

know  nnly  cniKprprl  the  f-mnmon  lot  of 

persons  engaged  in  business,  and  are  not  dispos- 
ed to  complain;  but  we  earnestly  request  all  indebt- 
ed to  make  payment  forthwith;  and  if  they  cannot 
do  so  in  notes  that  are  current  in  this  section,  to 
forward  bills  of  solvent  banks  in  their  own  neigh- 
borhoods. Our  list  of  patrons  has  seldom  been  more 
numerous  and  respectable  than  at  present,  but  to 
merit  the  patronage  of  the  public  it  is  necessary  that 
our  attention  should  not  be  too  much  directed  to 
the  ways  and  means  of  paying  those  who  labor  for 
us. 

From  Florida.  Capt.  Mills  of  the  steamboat 
Camden,  at  Savannah  from  St.  Augustine,  informs 
the  editors  of  the  Savannah  Republican  that  general 
Jesup  was  at  Jacksonville  on  the  7th  inst.  inspect- 
ing that  post;  he  leaves  immediately  for  the  Suwan- 
nee, to  inspect  the  troops  on  that  frontier.  Very 
active  arrangements  are  making  in  every  part  of  the 
territory,  under  his  instructions,  for  an  early  cam- 
paign. John  Hicks,  son  of  Hicks,  late  head  of  the 
Seminoles,  was  in  at  Fort  King  a few  days  since. 

Gen,  Jesup  is  indefatigable  in  his  exertions  for 
an  early  campaign.  Totally  regardless  of  self  he 
visits,  in  person,  and  inspects  all  the  posts  in  the 
territory,  notwithstanding  the  unhealthiness  of  the 
climate,  making  arrangements  and  attending  to  the 
health  and  comfort  of  his  troops. 

Captain  William  S.  Maitland,  a brave  and  esti- 
mable officer  of  the  3d  regiment  U.  S.  artillery, 
who  was  recently  wounded  in  Florida,  threw  him- 
self from  the  steamboat  John  McLean,  when  on  her 
passage  from  Florida  to  Charleston,  and  was 
drowned. 

From  England.  The  funeral  of  the  late  king  took 
place  on  the  8th  of  July,  agreeably  to  appointment. 
The  ceremonies  were  precisely  such  as  are  always 
observed  on  similar  occasions,  and  must  of  neces- 
sity be  in  no  degree  interesting  to  Americans,  as 
they  are  entirely  at  war  with  our  republican  insti- 
tutions. The  little  town  of  Windsor  was,  for 
Vol.  LII — Sig,  26. 


days  before  the  funeral,  crowded  to  overflow,  lodg- 
ings at  an  exorbitant  price,  the  roads  thither  block- 
ed up  with  coaches,  and  the  greatest  eagerness 
manifested  to  witness  this  useless  pageantry,  though 
so  often  beheld  by  the  English  people  within  a few 
years  past.  The  duke  of  Sussex  was  the  chief 
mourner.  The  tower  guns  at  London  commenced 
firing,  and  all  the  bells  ringing  at  nine  in  the  even- 
ing, and  so  continued  till  midnight,  that  being  with- 
in the  time  of  the  interment  of  the  royal  corpse  in 
St.  George’s  chapel  at  Windsor.  [N.  F. Courier. 

The  late  elections  for  congress.  The  fol- 
lowing account  of  the  result  of  the  late  elections 
for  members  of  congress,  is  believed  to  be  correct. 

KENTUCKY. 

The  cntiie  congressional  delegation  for  this  state 
is  composed  of  whigs,  it  being  now  admitted,  we 
believe,  that  Mr.  Rope  is  an  opponent  of  the  ad- 
ministration. 

In  the  first  district  the  candidates  were  Messrs. 
Boyd  and  Murray,  (ad.),  and  Campbell,  (whig.) 
i’he  latter  elected. 

In  the  second  district  the  candidates  were  Messrs. 
Ramsey,  (whig),  and  Jones,  (ad.)  The  former 
elected. 

In  the  third  district  Underwood,  (whig),  elect- 
ed without  opposition. 

In  the  fourth  district  the  candidates  were  Sherrod 
Williams,  the  late  member,  and  judge  Munroe,  both 
whigs.  Mr.  Williams  re-elected. 

In  the  fifth  district  James  Harlan  was  re-elected 
wdthout  oppositiou. 

In  the  sixth  district  the  candidates  were  Messrs. 
Calhoun,  (whig),  the  late  member,  and  Vanmetre, 
(ad.)  Mr.  Calhoun  elected. 

In  the  seventh  district  the  candidates  were  Messrs. 
Pope  and  Hardin,  both  whigs.  Mr.  Pope  elected. 

In  the  eighth  district  the  candidates  were  Mr. 
Graves,  the  late  member,  and  Mr.  Marshall.  Mr. 
Graves  re-elected. 

In  the  ninth  district  the  candidates  were  Mr. 
White,  (whig),  the  late  member,  and  Mr.  Garrard, 
(ad.)  Mr.  White  re-elected. 

In  the  tenth  district,  Mr.  Hawes,  (whig),  was  elect- 
ed without  opposition. 

In,  the  eleventh  district  th«  candid  a.  to  a umroMocoro. 

Menifee,  (whig),  and  French,  (ad.)  the  late  mem- 
ber. Mr.  Memree  elected. 

In  the  twelfth  district,  long  represented  by  col.  R. 
M.  Johnson,  the  candidates  were  Messrs.  South- 
gate,  (whig),  and  Phelp3,  (ad.)  Mr.  Southgate 
elected. 

In  the  thirteenth  district  the  candidates  were 
Messrs.  Chambers,  (whig),  the  late  member,  and 
Leach,  (ad.)  Mr.  Chambers  re-elected. 

A very  large  majority  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives in  this  state,  (which  consists  of  one  hundred 
members),  are  whigs.  Among  them  are  ex-gover- 
nor Morehead  and  Henry  Clay,  jr.  a son  of  the  dis- 
tinguished senator  from  that  state. 

The  senate  of  Kentucky  consists  of  38  members, 
who  are  elected  for  four  years — one-fourth  of  whom 
go  out  of  office  annually.  This  year  nine  are 
elected,  to  supply  the  places  of  those  in  the  2d, 
6th,  9th,  19th,  20th,  24th,  26th,  30th  and  31st  dis- 
tricts. Six  districts  had  been  heard  from,  in  which 
three  whigs  and  three  friends  of  tile  administration 
have  been  elected.  Of  those  whose  term  of  service 
has  not  expired  20  are  whigs,  and  9 are  for  Mr. 
Van  Boren’s  administration. 

INDIANA, 

The’names  of  the  members  of  congress  elected 
from  this  state  are  as  follows:  They  are  all  whigs. 

James  Rariden,  William  Graham, 

George  H.  Dunn,  John  Ewing, 

William  Herod,  John  Pitcher, 

Albert  S.  White. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  election  in  this  state  has  resulted  in  the 
choice  of  five  administration  and  eight  whig  mem- 
bers of  congress.  Whig  gain  one.  Administration 
members  in  italic. 


1.  M.  T.  Sawyer, 

2.  Jesse  A.  Bynum, 

3.  Edward  Stanley, 

4.  Charles  Shepard, 

5.  James  McKay, 

6.  M.  T.  Hawkins, 

7.  Edmund  Deberry, 


8.  Wm  Montgomery, 

9.  Aug.  H.  Shepperd, 

10.  Abraham  Rencher, 

11.  H.  W.  Connor, 

12.  James  Graham, 

13.  Lewis  Williams. 


TENNESSEE. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  gentlemen 
who  have  been  elected  to  congress  from  this  state. 
The  friends  of  the  administration  are  in  italic. 
Districts.  Districts. 


1st 

2d 

3d 

4th 

5th 

6th 

7th 


Wm.  B.  Carter, 
A.  McClellan, 
Joseph  Williams, 
James  Standifer, 
H.  L.  Turney, 

W.  B.  Campbell, 
John  Bell, 


8th  A.  P.  Maury, 
9th  J.  K.  Polk,- 
10th  E.  J.  Shields, 
11th  R.  Cheatham, 
12th  J.  W.  Crockett, 
13th  C.  H.  Williams. 


For  governor  fifty-two  counties  have  been  heard 
from,  which  give  the  following  reoultc. 

Cannon  (W.)  47,779 

Armstrong  (ad.)  29,729 


Majority 


18,050 


MISSISSIPPI. 

Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson,  friends  of  the 
administration  have  been,  as  we  intimated  in  our  last, 
elected  to  congress.  The  lollowing  is  the  official 
return: 

Administration.  Whig. 


Counties. 

Claiborne. 

Gholson. 

Prentiss. 

Acee. 

Marion 

157 

150 

45 

43 

Carroll 

350 

304 

252 

220 

Hinds 

595 

367 

837 

648 

Smith 

96 

94 

18 

10 

Scott 

87 

61 

24 

7 

Perry 

36 

19 

32 

00 

Pike 

294 

276 

62 

60 

Wilkinson 

105 

94 

380 

371 

Lowndes 

549 

547 

367 

359 

Winston 

23S 

240 

27 

33 

Jefferson 

112 

98 

238 

226 

Copiah 

458 

245 

91 

249 

Amite 

203 

178 

240 

222 

Rankin 

188 

141 

194 

146 

Covington 

193 

179 

32 

30 

Jasper 

228 

202 

78 

68 

Lawrence 

332 

329 

38 

43  ' 

Claiborne 

173 

14S 

276 

245 

Warren 

181 

156 

403 

429 

Noxube 

325 

DIO 

a&A 

251 

Monroe 

509 

572 

111 

82 

Holmes 

241 

207 

266 

166 

Choctaw 

224 

291 

44 

74 

Yazoo 

167 

92 

309 

218 

Yalabusha 

456 

421 

182 

177 

Hancock 

49 

49 

22 

18 

Green 

41 

40 

00 

00 

Newton 

112 

110 

1 

14 

Simpson 

188 

171 

46 

43 

Madison 

361 

252 

540 

440 

Adams 

210 

187 

557 

556 

Marshall 

742 

694 

286 

273 

Neshoba 

87 

90 

8 

12 

Attala 

164 

139 

27 

46 

Tillatoba 

115 

104 

92 

84 

Ponola 

228 

214 

33 

24 

Chickasaw 

86 

89 

16 

17 

Pontotoc 

156 

163 

116 

120 

Ittawamba 

201 

201 

00 

00 

Coahoma 

60 

42 

16 

11 

Jones 

101 

88 

17 

5 

Kemper 

259 

230 

106 

143 

9,715 

8,659 

6,678 

6,181 

ALABAMA. 

Reuben  Chapman  and  Joshua  L.  Martin,  friends 
of  the  administration,  and  Dixon  H.  Lewis  and 
Francis  S.  Lyon,  whl^S  have  been  elected  from 
this  state.  One  district  is  still  to  be  heard  from. 
The  official  returns  of  the  election  in  the  Mobile 
district,  between  Mr.  Lyon  and  Baylor,  (both 
whigs),  give  3,651  votes  for  the  former,  and  3,694 
for  the  latter;  Mr.  Lyon’s  majority  being  47  votes. 

The  candidates  for  governor  were  Messrs.  Bagby, 
(ad.)  and  Oliver,  (whig);  returns  from  twenty- 
three  counties  give  14,495  votes  to  the  whig  can- 
didate, and  13,407  votes  to  the  administration  can- 
didate. 

ARKANSAS. 

Judge  Yell,  has  been  elected  to  congress  from 
this  state,  as  we  stated  in  our  last,  without  any  re- 
gular opposition. 
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French  minister.  We  learn  from  Montreal 
that  the  French  minister  Plenipotentiary  to  this 
country,  M.  Pointois,  and  M.  Saligny,  secretary  of 
legation,  are  on  a visit  to  Canada,  looking  at  the 
habitans.  [A.  Y.  Express. 

New  papers.  We  have  received  several  num- 
bers of  a new  semi-weekly  paper  published  in 
Washington  city  by  Thomas  Allen,  esq.  entitled 
“The  Madisonian .”  It  “will  be  devoted  to  the 
support  of  the  principles  and  doctrines  of  the  de- 
mocratic party,  as  delineated  by  Mr.  Madison,  and 
will  aim  to  consummate  that  political  reform  in 
the  theory  and  practice  of  the  national  govern- 
ment, which  has  been  repeatedly  indicated  by  the 
general  suffrage,  as  essential  to  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  the  country,  and  to  the  perfection  and 
perpetuity  of  its  free  institutions.” 

We  have  also  received  two  numbers  of  another 
new  paper  published  in  the  same  city,  entitled  the 
Native  American,  edited  by  Henry  J.  Brent,  esq.  the 
object  of  which  “will  be  the  repeal  of  the  naturali- 
zation law,  the  re-establishment  of  the  declining 
character  of  the  native  American,  and  to  assert 
those  rights  guaranteed  to  us  by  the  charter  of  the 
revolution,  and  resecured  by  the  brilliant  victories 
of  the  late  war.” 

General  Jackson’s  letters.  The  Globe  has 
the  following  in  reference  to  the  extracts  of  letters 
from  general  Jackson,  which  lately  appeared  in 
that  paper. 

“These  letters,”  says  the  Globe,  “were  introduc- 
ed in  an  editorial  reply  to  the  charge  by  judge  White, 
that  general  Jackson  was  solicitous  to  establish  ‘a 
bank  of  the  United  States,  founded  upon  the  moneys 
of  the  United  States,  and  attached  to  the  treasury 
department.’  The  address  containing  those  charges 
was  published  by  judge  White  simultaneously  at 
Memphis,  and  Knoxville,  the  two  extremes  of  the 
state  of  Tennessee,  both  a long  distance  from  the 
residence  of  general  Jackson.  The  object  of  pub- 
lishing it  at  these  extreme  points,  was  to  act  upon 
the  approaching  election,  before  general  Jackson 
could  have  time  to  refute  its  calumnies  and  false- 
hoods. In  exhibiting  this  bugbear  of  a national 
bank,  it  was  the  object  of  judge  White  to  subserve 
the  interests  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  The 
editor  of  this  paper  felt  it  due  to  general  Jackson’s 
fame  that  his  letters  should  be  published,  to  disa- 
buse the  public  mind  from  the  falsehoods  of  judge 
While.  No  other  motive  could  have  called  forth 
these  letters  from  their  privacy.  No  man  can  read 
them  without  being  convinced  that  general  Jackson 
is  opposed  to  a national  bank  of  any  and  every  de- 
scription, and  that  the  charges  of  judge  White  are 
utterly  false  and  calumnious.” 

Tlie  same  paper  adds:  “We  trust  our  democratic 
cotemporaries  will  do  us  the  justice  to  republish  the 
above  statement.” 

Letter  of  Wm.  Penn.  Copy  of  a document 
in  the  land  office  of  Pennsylvania,  kindly  furnished 
us,  says  the  Easton  Argus,  by  a member  of  our  le- 
gislature last  winter.  It  is  like  all  the  writings  of 
the  great  founder  of  this  state,  full  of  love,  kindness 
and  honesty,  and  embodies  in  it  sentiments  that  we 
seldom  see  now-a-days. 

“To  the  emperor  of  Canada:  The  great  God  that 
made  thee  and  me,  and  all  the  world,  incline  our 
hearts  to  love,  peace  and  justice,  that  we  may  live 
friendly  together  as  becomes  the  workmanship  of 
the  great  God.  The  king  of  England,  who  is  a 
great  prince,  hath, for  divers  reasons,  granted  tome 
a large  country  in  America,  which  however,  I am 
willing  to  enjoy  upon  friendly  terms  with  thee. 
And  this  I will  say,  that  the  people  who  come  with 
me  are  a just,  plain  and  honest  people,  that  neither 
make  war  upon  others,  nor  fear  war  from  others, 
because  they  will  be  just.  I have  set  up  a society 
of  traders  in  my  province,  to  traffick  with  thee 
and  thy  people  for  your  commodities,  that  you 
may  be  furnished  with  that  which  is  good  at  reason- 
able rates.  And  that  society  hath  ordered  their  pre- 
sident to  treat  with  thee  about  a future  trade,  and 
have  joined  with  me  to  sen#this  messenger  to  thee 
with  certain  presents  from  us,  to  testify  our  wil- 
lingness to  have  a fair  correspondence  with  thee: 
and  what  this  agent  shall  do  in  our  name,  we  will 
agree  unto.  I hope  thou  wilt  kindly  receive  him, 
and  comply  with  his  desires  on  our  behalf,  both  with 
respect  to  land  and  trade. 

“The  great  God  be  with  thee.  Amen. 

“Philip  Theodore  Lehnman,  seCry. 

“ London , the  21  st  day  of  the  fourth  month,  called 
June,  1682.  Wm.  Penn.” 

Mr.  Ingersoll.  From  the  following  letter 
from  Charles  J.- Ingersoll,  to  the  president  of  the 
democratic  county  delegation,  it  will  be  seen  that 

Mr.  Ingersoll  declines  being  a candidate  for  nomi- 


nation to  the  state  senate.  The  letter  is  published 
prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  convention,  that  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Ingersoll,  may  be  apprised  of  his 
determination  in  time  to  make  another  selection 
from  the  ranks  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

[ Pennsylvanian . 

To  the  democratic  delegates  of  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

Gentlemen:  Since  you  were  harmoniously  orga- 
nized on  the  14th  inst.  many  of  your  respectable 
body  have  signified  their  wish  to  me  that  I would 
stand  as  candidate  for  the  senate;  and  your  nomina- 
tion will  almost  certainly  produce  a triumphant 
election  to  a station  always  honorable,  but  just 
now  of  the  highest  importance.  I hold  member- 
ship of  either  branch  of  the  legislature  at  this  cri- 
sis, a place  of  more  usefulness,  power  and  popula- 
rity, than  a seat  in  congress,  and  have,  therefore, 
every  inclination  for  it,  and  feel  grateful  that  I am 
thought  worthy  of  such  a distinction.  But,  after 
well  considering  the  matter,  I deem  it  right  to  de- 
cline the  nomination.  When  lately  nominated  for 
congress,  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  the  du- 
ties of  that  service  would  not  interfere  with  those 
of  the  reform  convention,  which  might  perhaps 
have  closed  its  task  this  summer.  But  it  is  now 
more  than  probable  that  it  will  be  in  session  after 
the  legislature  assembles,  so  that  attendance  on 
both  must  be  impracticable.  I therefore  respect- 
fully submit,  that  the  attention  due  to  the  great  du- 
ty of  revising  the  constitution,  renders  it  improper 
to  undertake  other  public  duties  at  the  same  time, 
and  for  this  reason  decline  an  honor  which  other- 
wise I should  be  proud  Of. 

Let  me  add,  that  as  stated  in  a letter  to  the  de- 
mocrats of  the  third  congressional  district,  I would 
rather  serve  during  the  approaching  contest  as  a 
private  citizen  of  that  sovereign  people,  whose 
dearest  rights,  liberty,  equality,  industry,  property 
and  free  enjoyment  of  happiness,  are  all  staked  on 
the  election.  I wish  to  be  perfectly  free — to  be  as 
active,  zealous  and  constant  in  exertions,  as  I am 
well  assured  the  great  body  of  the  people  will  be, 
to  redeem  the  state  from  its  present  thraldom.  Of 
the  house  of  representatives  there  is  little  doubt; 
and  good  intelligence  from  all  parts  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, justifies  the  expectation  that  the  senate  will 
likewise  be  purified,  and  thus  the  executive  be 
made  to  act  with  the  majority.  In  accomplishing 
this  most-  desirable  result,  Philadelphia  county 
should  not  be  behind  the  interior,  all  alive  to  the 
crisis;  and  shall  find  a cordial  contributor  in,  gen- 
tlemen, your  friend,  C.  J.  Ingersoll. 

Forest  Hill,  Unincorporated  N.  L.  Aug.  19,  1837. 

From  Mexico.  “The  United  States  sloop  of 
war  vanaana,  commodore  Thomas  Crabb,  arrived 
at  Pensacola  on  the  12Lh  inotant,  From  Vera  Cruz, 
from  which  port  she  sailed  on  the  3d  instant.  A 
slip  from  the  office  of  the  Mobile  Register  mentions 
the  arrival  there,  on  the  following  day,  on  his  way 
to  Washington,  of  Mr.  Robert  Greenhow,  a pas- 
senger in  the  Vandalia  who  had  been  despatched 
by  our  government,  with  important  communications 
for  that  of  Mexico.  He  left  the  city  of  Mexico  on 
30th  of  July  last,  at  which  time  all  was  tranquil 
throughout  the  interior  as  far  as  publicly  known. 
Santa  Anna  was  quietly  residing  at  his  plantation, 
Manga  de  Clavo,  near  Vera  Cruz;  the  rumor  re- 
specting the  despatch  of  troops  to  apprehend  him  is 
consequently  unfounded. 

“Mr.  Greenhow  relates  that  when  about  to  leave 
Jalapa,  at  3 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  in- 
stant, a violent  earthquake  occurred,  which,  on  his 
arrival  at  Vera  Cruz,  hp  learned  had  caused  much 
damage  to  the  city,  and  produced  the  utmost  con- 
sternation among  its  inhabitants,  many  of  whom 
took  refuge  on  board  the  shipping  in  the  harbor. 
The  shock  was  felt  on  board  of  the  Vandalia,  about 
w'hich  it  occasioned  much  agitation  of  the  water, 
and  shook  the  chain  cables.  The  Vandalia  remain- 
ed twenty-one  days  at  anchor  in  the  narrow  pass 
between  the  island  of  Sacrificios  and  the  main  land, 
and  her  crew  enjoyed  better  health  in  that  situation, 
than  at  any  other  period  of  the  cruise,  although  the 
yellow  fever  was  raging  in  the  city. 

“It  is  added,  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  an  in- 
vasion of  Texas.” 

From  Texas.  The  New  Orleans  Commercial 
Bulletin  publishes  a letter  from  Velasco,  Texas, 
under  date  of  5th  inst.  which  says: — 

Since  my  last,  I have  been  to  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, Houston.  All  things  seem  to  go  on  very  well. 
There  are  upwards  of  one  thousand  citizens  and 
many  transient  persons  in  this  city,  Houston. — 
General  Houston,  the  president,  has  returned  and 
is  in  fine  health  and  spirits.  He  has  effected  a trea- 
ty with  the  Indians,  which  has  not  as  yet  been 
seen.  As  soon  as  it  is,  I will  send  you  one.  The 


; president  was  met  on  his  return  ”to  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment by  a goodly  concourse  of  citizens  and  offi- 
cers and  escorted  .to  his  residence  by  them.  A 
large  public  dinner  was  given  to  him  in  San  Augus- 
tine, the  strong  hold  of  his  opponents,  where  he  ad- 
dressed them,  explaining  to  them  the  different  acts 
he  has  vetoed,  and  the  reason  which  actuated  him. 
Those  who  heard  his  speech  on  this  occasion,  speak 
of  it  as  one  of  his  most  finished  efforts — the  effect 
has  been  great,  as  the  next  election  will  shew.  The 
opposition  against  him  has  in  a great  measure 
decreased,  for  where  light  is,  darkness  disap- 
pears. 

The  notorious  Thompson,  arrested  lately  by  maj. 
J.  Scott  and  captain  P.  W.  Humphery,  has  been 
examined  and  released.  I expect  he  will  be  com- 
missioned as  a privateer  captain.  He  will  be  of 
great  service  to  us,  I make  no  doubt. 

Doctor  Lynch,  surgeon  of  this  port,  Velasco, 
was  killed  in  a duel  with  lieut.  W.  Redfield,  a few 
days  back.  Redfield  is  in  the  hands  of  the  civil  au  - 
thority.  No  one  however  blames  him  for  his  hav- 
ing so  done:  the  post  is  in  command  of  lieut.  R. 
G.  Saunders,  and  all  things  go  on  smoothly. 

The  brig  Belvidere  parted  her  cable  and  ran 
ashore  yesterday.  All  here  suppose  it  to  have 
been  done  on  purpose  and  of  which  I have  no 
doubt. 

The  honorable  W.  S.  Fisher,  secretary  of  war, 
has  resigned;  col.  B.  B.  Bee  is  spoken  of  to  fill  his 
situation. 

The  army  is  still  at  Texana  under  the  command 
of  col.  Morehouse.  They  are  in  good  health  and 
subordinate. 

Col.  Wharton  left  here  a few  days  since  for 
Matamoras,  in  an  American  armed  vessel,  car- 
rying thirty  prisoners  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ing an  exchange.  Whether  the  flag  of  truce  will 
protect  her,  remains  to  be  seen.  He  is  empow- 
ered to  give  his  thirty  for  one,  and  in  the  same  rate, 
for  all  of  our  prisoners  in  their  possession. 

The  Brutus  and  Invincible  have  not  been  heard 
of — the  secretary  of  the  navy  is  in  one  of  them. 
They  are  thirty  days  over  sailing  order. 

I think  in  the  absence  of  something  definite  from 
Mexico,  the  next  congress  will  order  a call  for  the 
army  on  furlough  and  invade  Mexico.  Ten  thou- 
sand men  can  be  raised  for  that  purpose  in  thirty 
days  here  in  Texas,  and  I,  suppose,  half  that  num- 
ber in  the  states.  The  hostile  Indians  have  retreat- 
ed before  our  men,  who  are  prosecuting  the  war 
with  vigor,  into  their  remotest  villages. 

Houston  intends  issuing  his  proclamation  against 
duelling  shortly.  The  corn  crop  is  tremendous  and 
cotton  very  fine.  All  other  crops  accordingly. 

Deaf  Smith  has  left  for  the  west  and  goes  into 
the  McAwan  domain  ere  lie  returns. 

From  IJayti.  From  the  Boston  Advertiser.  We 
have  received  a proclamation  of  president  Boyer, 
of  Hayti,  issued  on  the  20th  of  July,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  embarrassments  under  which  the 
people  of  that  country  are  laboring,  from  the  de- 
pressed state  of  commerce  and  credit,  and  the  scar- 
city and  dearness  of  the  means  of  subsistence. — 
This  is  attributed  partly  to  the  financial  difficulties 
in  foreign  countries,  particularly  the  United  States, 
and  partly  to  drought,  which  has  affected  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  republic,  and  cut  off  its  principal 
resources.  He  exhorts  the  Haytiens  to  apply 
themselves  by  their  industry  and  a prudent  econo- 
my, to  ensuring  the  means  of  subsistence  for  them- 
selves and  their  families — to  rely  upon  their  own 
resources,  without  depending  upon  the  supply  of 
their  wants  upon  foreign  commerce,  which  may  be 
again  struck  with  the  same  disasters  which  para- 
lyze it  at  present,  and  its  relations  may  be  sudden- 
ly interrupted  by  unexpected  wants.  He  exhorts 
them  particularly  to  apply  themselves  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  earth,  and  to  the  raising  of  those  nu- 
tricious  roots  which  are  safe  against  the  fury  of 
hurricanes,  long  continued  drought,  or  an  excess  of 
rain.  He  calls  upon  the  public  functionaries  to 
watch  over  the  execution  of  the  laws,  to  exhibit  in 
their  example  a zeal  in  the  cultivation  of  the  earth, 
to  repress  idleness,  and  to  see  that  the  rights  and 
property  of  their  fellow  citizens  are  every  where 
protected. 

St.  Domingo.  We  have  exemplified  the  evil 
effects  of  our  legislation  and  military  government 
in  this  ill-fated  and  now  starving  plate.  Fertile 
beyond  calculation,  and  possessed  of  great  natural 
advantages  which  they  are  too  ignorant  and  too  in- 
dolent to  improve,  our  colored  neighbors  have 
decided  that  all  duties  should  be  paid  in  specie. — 
Procuring  specie  in  St.  Domingo  is  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  therefore  it  became  necessary  in  making 
a shipment  that  the  specie  should  accompany  it'to 
pay  the  duties.  The  consequence  has  been  that 
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the  American  vessels  trading;  between  the  United 
States  and  St.  Domingo,  have  been  withdrawn — 
the  trade  entirely  broken  up — and  the  country  is 
now  in  a state  of  starvation.  [A7.  Y.  Mer.  Adv. 

Commodore  Tingey.  The  worthy  old  offi- 
cer, of  whom  the  subjoined  anecdote  is  told  was  for 
many  years  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  of  this 
city,  where  he  resided,  and  where  he  finally  died 
and  is  interred.  The  anecdote  illustrates  his  cha- 
racter, and  is  worthy  of  preservation,  as  belong- 
ing to  the  naval  history  of  our  country, 

l Nat.  Int. 

“When  captain  Tingey  commanded  the  Ganges 
in  1799,  being  off  Cape  Nichola  Mole,  he  was 
boarded  by  a boat  from  the  English  frigate  Surprise, 
and  all  the  Englishmen  on  board  were  demanded, 
and  also  permission  to  examine  the  protections  of 
the  American  seamen.  Captain  Tingey  returned 
the  following  noble  and  manly  answer:  ‘A  public 
ship  carries  no  protection  for  her  men  but  her  flag, 
X do  not  expect  to  succeed  in  a contest  with  you, 
but  I will  die  at  my  quarters  before  a man  shall  be 
taken  from  the  ship.’  The  crew  gave  three  hearty 
cheers,  hastened  with  alacrity  to  their  quarters,  and 
called  for  Yankee  Doodle.  The  captain  of  the  Sur- 
prise, on  hearing  of  the  determination  of  the  Yan- 
kees, chose  rather  to  pursue  his  course  than  to  do 
battle  for  dead  men.”  [ Boston  Jour. 

United  States  ship  Ontario.  The  follow- 
ing is  a list  of  the  officers  of  this  ship  which  sailed 
recently  from  N.  York.  She  is  bound  for  Pensacola. 
Samuel  L.  Breese,  esq.  commander. 

Lieutenants — Samuel  Barron,  N.  W.  Duke,  A. 
B.  Fairfax  and  H.M.  Houston. 

Acting  master — Henry  French. 

Purser — Joseph  Bryan. 

Surgeon — A.  G.  Grambrill. 

Assistant  surgeon — E.  J.  Rudder. 

Passed  midshipmen — T.  T.  Hunter,  and  W.  S. 
Smith. 

Midshipmen — Wm.  M.  E.  Adams,  B.  F.  Ander- 
son, Wm.  H.  Macomb,  Edward  A.  Barnett,  Wm. 
E.  Newton,  C.  R.  Howard,  Lewis  M.  Wilkins, 
John  M.  B.  Clitz,  Washington  Reid,  H.  P.  Robert- 
son, W.  W.  Polk,  J.  Norvill,  John  S.  Nevill,  Til- 
lotson. 

Boatswain — Robert  H.  O’Neal. 

Acting  gunner — Elisha  Whitten. 

Acting  carpenter — John  Cahill. 

Acting  sailmaker — J.  F.  Tatem. 

Captain’s  clerk — Charles  Francis,  jr. 

Purser's  clerk — Benjamin  F.  Ferris. 

U.  S.  ship  North  Carolina.  From  an  offi- 
cer on  board  the  North  Carolina,  in  a letter  dated 
Valparaiso,  May  14,  we  learn  that  the  officers  and 
crew  had  a pleasant  time  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  during 
their  three  weeks’  stay  in  that  port,  were  hospita- 
bly entertained,  and  their  noble  ship  greatly  admir- 
ed. So  large  a vessel  had  never  been  seen  there 
before,  and  it  was  not  disagreeable,  or  perhaps  un- 
profitable, to  astonish  the  natives  with  such  heavy 
batteries  and  numerous  decks.  The  English  admi- 
ral was  in  a small  razee,  much  over-topped  by  the 
American  line-of-battlo  ship;  and  a couple  of  Bri- 
tish regiments,  most  of  them  Irishmen,  on  their  way 
to  Ceylon,  were  presented  with  a spectacle  altoge- 
ther striking  to  them. 

Mr.  Lomonosoff,  the  Russian  minister,  who  was 
formerly  attached  to  the  Russian  legation  at  Wash- 
ington, and  much  attached  to  this  country;  Mr. 
Hamilton,  the  British  minister;  M.  de  la  Rosier, 
the  French;  M.  Mari,  the  Belgian;  the  chevalier 
Prytz,  the  Danish  ministers,  and  others,  extended 
civilities  to  commodore  Ballard  and  his  officers. 

After  leaving  Rio,  the  North  Carolina  was  but  49 
days  on  the  usually  bad  passage  thence  to  Valpa- 
raiso, without  icebergs  or  extreme  cold;  the  ther- 
mometer not  below  30,  although  the  ship  was  driven 
to  a high  southern  latitude,  (50  degrees,  she  behav- 
ing admirably,  and  proving  herself  as  fine  a seaboat 
as  ever  was  built,  perfectly  easy  and  comfortable, 
and  so  remarkably  healthy,  that  Cape  Horn  could 
not  be  doubled  under  more  favorable  circumstances. 

[ Globe. 

Naval,  court  martial.  Norfolk,  August  16. 
The  court  martial  convened  on  board  the  U.  States 
frigate  Java,  for  the  trial  of  captain  Ramsay  of  the 
United  States  navy,  having  heard  the  defence,  ter- 
minated its  session  on  Saturday  last. 

Captain  Ramsay  commanded  recently  the  Por- 
poise, and,  it  appears,  was  ordered  by  the  secretary 
of  the  navy  to  receive  on  board  that  vessel  commo- 
dore YV  oolsey,  capt.  Claxton  and  captain  Shubrick. 

A difference  occurred  between  these  gentlemen  and 
the  captain  as  to  who  should  command.  The  cap- 
tain, it  seems,  asserted  and  maintained  his  rights, 
and  did  command.  Charges  were  the  consequence. 


the  trial  upon  which  has  now  terminated;  but  the 
finding  of  the  court  is  of  course  not  known. 

Captain  Ramsay  was  his  own  counsel.  There 
was  never  a more  skilful  examination  of  witnesses 
or  a better  defence.  Equally  creditable  to  the  ta- 
lents as  to  the  manliness  of  its  author.it  was  distin- 
guished throughout  by  a loftiness  of  character  and 
true  spirit  of  which  the  friends  of  captain  Ramsay 
may  be  proud,  and  particularly  those  of  the  navy, 
whose  cause  he  so  ably  espouses.  The  captain  has 
found  himself  in  a dangerous  breach,  (opposition  to 
superior  rank),  but  he  has  seen,  if  we  may  judge 
from  his  defence,  distinctly  its  dimensions. 

Both  the  proceedings  and  defence  I hope  may  be 
published;  they  will  be  important  to  the  service,  as 
undoubtedly  they  are  most  honorable  to  the  officer 
to  whom  they  refer. 

Capt.  Ramsay’s  health  has  been  very  much  inter- 
rupted through  the  trial.  The  defence  occupied 
three  hours  and  upwards  in  the  delivery.  A more 
able  defence,  I venture  to  say,  under  the  circum- 
stances, could  hardly  have  been  presented  to  the 
court.  Walter  Jones,  esq.  the  judge  advocate, 
speaks  in  the  highest  terms  both  of  the  defence  and 
the  management  of  the  case.  [Nat.  Int. 

North  eastern  boundary.  From  the  follow- 
ing it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Greeley,  who  was  im- 
prisoned by  the  British  authorities  in  New  Bruns- 
wick, has  been  released: 

Bangor,  Aug.  12,  1837. 

Gentlemen:  I announced  to  you  the  other  day  that 
the  president  had  made  a demand  for  the  liberation 
of  Eben’r  S.  Greeley,  and  I now' have  the  pleasure 
of  stating  that  I took  Mr.  Greeley  by  the  hand  this 
morning,  free  as  the  air  we  breathe,  having  been 
liberated  by  the  order  of  sir  John  Harvey,  lieuten- 
ant governor  of  New  Brunswick,  a copy  of  which 
is  annexed: 

“Sir;  An  application  having  been  made  to  me 
for  the  liberation  of  Mr,  Eben’r  S.  Greeley,  I have 
great  pleasure  in  complying  with  the  request.  You 
will  accordingly  release  Mr.  Greeley  from  all  fur- 
ther restraint.  I am,  sir,  yours,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  Harvey,  lieut.  gov. 

The  sheriff  county  York. 

A true  copy — attest,  Chas.  Branner , jailor. 

Yours  in  haste, 

J.  J.  Jerome.” 

Indian  treaty.  We  learn  from  the  St.  Louis 
Bulletin  of  the  11th  inst.  a confirmation  of  >•« 
port  of  an  advantageous  treaty  having  been  com- 
pleted between  governor  Dodge  and  the  Chippewa 
Indians.  The  following  is  announced  as 

“Authentic  news  from  the  Chippewa  treaty .” — 
Captain  Van  Houten,  of  the  steamboat  Adventurer, 
from  Prairie  du  Cbieu,  furnishes  us  with  the  fol- 
lowing authentic  account  of  the  Chippewa  treaty: 
Governor  Dodge  has  concluded  a treaty  with  the 
Chippewa  Indians  for  a territory  containing  twenty 
millions  of  acres  of  land,  for  eight  hundred  and  se- 
venty thousand  dollars,  including  Indian  traders’ 
claims,  in  the  above  sum,  according  to  treaty — half- 
breed  donations  are  to  be  granted.  Gov.  Dodge 
was  on  his  return  from  the  treaty,  and  hourly  ex- 
pected at  the  Prairie  when  the  boat  left.” 

Emigrating  Indians.  New  Orleans,  August 
15.  A late  visit  to  the  camps  of  the  Indians  at 
Pass  Christian  has  convinced  us  that  we  were 
wrong  in  concluding  that  their  treatment  did  not 
conform  to  the  humane  disposition  of  the  govern- 
ment. We  went  through  the  establishment,  exa- 
mining particularly  the  provision  that  had  been  made 
for  them,  and  found  that  nothing  was  wanting  to 
conduce  to  their  comfort,  and  make  their  change  of 
residence  as  favorable  as  possible.  -The  agents  are 
sensitively  alive  to  all  their  wants,  and  while  they 
supply  them  liberally  they  take  care  that  they  shall 
not  indulge  in  ardent  spirits,  by  which  they  might 
commit  many  excesses  and  become  entirely  ungo- 
vernable. We  feel  sorry  that  we  should  have  done 
the  agents  the  injustice  we  did  in  our  preceding 
article,  for  had  we  had  a knowledge  of  the  facts  we 
now  have,  we  would  have  panegyrized  rather  than 
have  censured  them.  One  of  the  gentleman,  lieut. 
Reynolds,  is  deservedly  popular  among  the  whole 
tribe;  and  governs  more  by  mildness  and  limited 
indulgence  than  by  the  authority  he  is  invested 
with  or  by  the  fear  of  punishment.  He  is  very  po- 
lite and  obliging  to  strangers,  and  readily  communi- 
cates all  the  knowledge  about  the  Indians  of  which 
he  may  be  possessed.  [Bee. 

The  Yemassees.  The  Yemassees,  once  the 
most  powerful  tribe  of  American  Indians,  have  be- 
came almost  extinct.  Jumper  and  Alligator,  the 
two  chiefs  who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  the 
Florida  war,  are  their  last  representatives,  and  in 


their  death  we  lose  the  last  remnant  of  a race  of 
men  who  once  possessed  for  their  fishing  and  hunt- 
ing grounds  the  whole  coast  of  Georgia  and  South 
Carolina.  The  Yemassees,  after  being  nearly  ex- 
terminated by  war,  pestilence  and  famine,  left  Geor- 
gia and  Carolina  lor  the  Floridas.  Under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Spanish  government,  they  dwelt  some 
time  near  St.  Augustine;  and  about  the  time  that 
the  American  government  purchased  the  territory 
from  Spain,  they  took  up  their  line  of  march  for  the 
interior  of  the  country.  The  Florida  Herald  says 
that  an  Indian  prophecy  exists  among  the  Semi- 
noles,  that  like  the  Yemassees,  they  are  to  be  dri- 
ven on  an  island,  where  they  are  to  perish.  This 
is  implicitly  believed  by  them,  and  fatalists  as  they 
are,  who  believe  they  are  not  to  die  before  their 
time,  can  it  be  expected  that  they  can  be  brought 
to  emigrate?  A tradition  also  exists  among  the  Se- 
minoles  that  the  Yemassees  were  driven  by  the 
Creeks  and  Muscogees  upon  an  island  in  the  ever- 
glades, where  they  all  perished  except  one  man 
and  woman.  [Portland  Ad. 

Revolting  spectacle! — the  ingratitude 
of  republics — If  any  one  is  disposed  to  question 
the  truth  of  thi3  oft  repeated  charge,  let  him  turn 
aside  with  us  for  a moment,  from  the  strife  of  po- 
litics and  the  turmoil  of  the  world,  and  contemplate 
a striking  and  melancholy  testimonial  to  the  justice 
of  the  accusation. 

In  a private  vault,  in  the  suburbs  of  our  city, 
there  was,  some  years  ago,  deposited — temporarily, 
as  was  then  supposed — the  body  of  one,  who,  had 
he  lived,  would  in  all  probability  have  stood  first 
in  the  nation,  as  he  had  been  in  his  own  state. — 
Many  can  remember  how  the  shock  of  his  sudden 
death  made  every  heart  thrill,  and  every  tongue, 
whether  of  friend  or  foe,  eloquent  in  his  praise. 

Years  have  since  passed  away.  Decay  has  done 
its  work  alike  upon  its  noble  form,  and  the  frail  fa- 
bric in  which  it  was  laid.  The  wood  of  the  coffin 
has  crumbled  away — the  bones  of  the  dead  have 
fallen  out,  and  lie  scattered  upon  the  floor  of  the 
vault!  There,  forgotten — neglected — irreverently 
exposed — lies  all  that  remains  ofDE  YVITT  CLIN- 
TON! 

Is  it  creditable  to  the  “Empire  State,”  that 
he  to  whom  she  is  so  much  indebted  for  that  proud  ti- 
tle— who  so  well  merits  from  her  every  honor  that 
can  be  paid  to  departed  excellence — should  be  left 
to  moulder  in  obscurity,  without  a stone  to  mark 
the  spot,  nay,  without  the  decencies  of  ordinary  se- 
pulchre?— Far  better  and  more  honorable  for  our 
country,  could  the  adulation  which  of  late  has  been 
so  lavishly  and  so  unworthily  displayed  towards  the 
living  be  changed  into  fitting  respect  for  the  me- 
mory of  the  illustrious  dead. 

[Albany  Eve.  Journal. 

Native  American  silk  worm.  The  Lebanon 
Courier  contains  the  following  notice  of  a new  kind 
of  native  silk  worm  found  in  that  vincinity. 

A gentleman  of  this  borough,  who  has  devoted 
considerable  time  to  the  culture  of  the  mulberry 
and  rearing  of  silk  worms,  has  furnished  us  with 
the  following  description  of  a new  species  of  silk 
worm  which  was  found  in  this  neighborhood: 

The  Lebanon  county  (Pennsylvania)  silk  com- 
pany are  now  rearing  a new  species  of  the  bombyx, 
a very  large  native  silk  worm,  which  obtains  its 
own  food  upon  the  trees  or  hedges  where  it  is  plac- 
ed. The  worms  show  no  disposition  to  rove  about, 
but  quietly  remain  where  they  find  food;  and  they 
withstand  the  changes  of  the  weather  without  inju- 
ry. These  bombyces  remain  in  a pupa  state  over 
winter;  the  larva  or  worms  are  armed  with  spines 
and  bristles,  and  are  the  kind  alluded  to  in  Rees’ 
Cyclopedia,  where  the  writer  says — “The  common 
silkworm  (bombyx  mori)  has  the  skin  perfectly 
smooth  or  free  from  hair.  There  are  certain  spe- 
cies of  the  larger  bombyahs,  the  larva  of  which 
have  smooth  skins,  but  still  beset  with  annular  se- 
ries of  spines  or  bristles,  that  produce  very  strong 
silk,  and  are  reared  with  a view  of  obtaining  the 
cocoons  for  the  manufacture  of  silk,  in  the  East  In- 
dies. The  breed  of  these  useful  insects  has  long 
been  cultivated  in  India,  although  the  silk  produc- 
ed 'from  them  is  very  little,  if  at  all  known  in  Eu- 
rope .” 

Duties  on  woollens.  Notice.  The  impor- 
ters of  woollen  goods  that  have  been  placed  in  pub- 
lic store,  on  bond  or  otherwise,  are  hereby  no  tified 
that,  by  the  provision  of  the  6th  section  of  the 
'■act  to  alter  and  amend,  the  several,  acts  imposing  du- 
ties on  inports,”  passed  the  14th  July,  1832,  (he 
duties  on  wool,  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  *,hich 
wool  is  a component  part,  imported  into  the  Unit- 
ed States,  shall  be  paid  in  cash,  without  discount, 
or  at  the  option  of  the  importer  be  placed  in  the 
public  stores,  under  boftd,  at  his  risk,  subject  to  the 
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payment  of  interest  at  6 per  cent,  per  annum  while 
so  stored:  Provided,  That  the  duty  on  the  articles 
so  stored,  shall  be  paid,  one-half  in  three  and  one- 
half  in  six  months  from  the  date  of  importation: 
Provided,  also,  That  if  any  instalment  of  duties  be 
not  paid  when  the  same  shall  become  due,  so  much 
of  the  said  merchandise  as  may  be  necessary  to  dis- 
charge such  instalment,  shall  be  sold  at  public  auc- 
tion, for  the  payment  of  such  instalment  of  the  du- 
ties, together  with  the  expenses  of  safe  keeping  and 
sale  of  such  goods,  and  the  overplus,  if  any,  shall 
be  returned  by  the  collector  to  the  importer  or  ow- 
ner, or  to  his  agent  or  lawful  representative.  And 
provided,  also,  that  the  importer,  owner  or  con- 
signee of  such  goods,  may  at  any  time  after  the  de- 
posite  shall  have  been  made,  withdraw  the  whole 
or  any  part  thereof,  on  paying  the  duties  on  what 
may  be  withdrawn,  and  the  customary  storage, 
charges  and  interest.” 

The  vast  quantity  of  woollen  goods,  at  present 
in  public  store,  sent  there  in  most  cases,  under  ge- 
neral order,  and  in  many  instances  without  infor- 
mation to  the  collector  as  to  whom  they  belonged, 
there  being  no  consignee  named  in  the  manifest  of 
ships,  induces  me  to  call  the  attention  of  importers 
and  consingnees  to  the  imperative  provisions  of  the 
act  of  congress,  and  to  request  that  such  persons  as 
have  not  rendered  to  this  office  an  account  of  their 
ownership  in  such  goods,  will  do  so  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible.  Samuel  Swartwout, 

Collector. 

Collector’s  office,  New  York,  June  21,  1837. 

[The  above  notice  was  accidently  omitted  at  the 
time  it  was  published.  Ed.  Reg.] 

Ohio  tobacco.  We  learn  from  the  Wheeling 
Gazette,  that  an  unusual  quaintity  of  Ohio  tobacco 
is  passing  through  that  place  on  its  way  to  the  At- 
lantic market.  The  editor  says — “We  can  scarce- 
ly turn  a corner  in  the  business  part  of  our  city, 
without  meeting  with  one  of  those  long,  flat,  cover- 
less wagons,  used  for  carrying  tobacco,  discharging 
its  contents  in  front  of  our  warehouses.  And  we 
are  informed  by  travellers  from  Ohio,  that  the  na- 
tional road  is  literally  covered  with  the  same  lum- 
bering vehicles,  bent  on  these  lucrative  errands. 
These  signs  afford  unerring  indications  of  the  de- 
mand for  that  article  in  the  east,  and  of  the  plente- 
ous supply  which  is  anticipated  for  the  present  year. 
It  also  indicates  the  increased  attention  paid  to  its 
cultivation  in  a state  where  but  a short  time  since, 
it  was  considered  scarcely  worthy  of  attention.” 

Steamboat  boilers.  We  see  it  stated  in  some 
of  the  papers  that  the  French  have  most  excellent 
and  effectual  safeguards  against  the  bursting  of 
steamboat  boilers.  JBy  the  bye  their  system  of  po- 
lice is  admirable,  in  which  the  most  praiseworthy 
and  particular  regard  is  evinced  for  the  welfare  of 
the  traveller,  who  often  in  other  countries  must  rely 
upon  his  own  sagacity  and  strength  for  protection. 
It  seems  that  there  are  a set  of  individuals  whose 
duty  it  is  to  inspect  the  boilers  of  all  steamboats, 
and  test  their  strength  thoroughly.  They  do  this 
by  raising  the  steam  to  three  times  the  pressure 
requisite  in  propelling  the  boat  at  common  speed. 
The  boiler  is  provided  with  two  safety  valves.  The 
upper  one  of  these  is  secured  from  the  reach  of  the 
engineer  by  iron  gratings  and  cannot  be  closed. — - 
So  that,  with  the  aid  of  this,  as  it  were  government 
valve,  there  can  be  no  danger  of  a violent  explo- 
sion, such  as  we  weekly  chronicle.  The  system 
is  no  doubt  a most  admirable  one.  Our  national 
legislature,  or  if  out  of  their  power,  our  state  legis- 
latures, ought  to  adopt  some  measures  whereby 
a like  test  could  be  made.  [Rich.  Compiler. 

Madame  Lavelette.  Hundreds  of  the  pre- 
sent generation  have  probably  never  heard  of  the 
heroic  firmness  which  this  distinguished  woman 
displayed,  in  conjunction  with  three  noble  hearted 
British  officers,  in  order  to  extricate  her  gallant 
husband  from  a bloody  death,  when  the  allied  pow- 
ers of  Europe  for  the  second  time  overran  France, 
and  overthrew  forever  the  Napoleon  dynasty.  La- 
valette,  who,  like  the  chivalrous  and  undaunted 
Ney,  had  rendered  himself  peculiarly  obnoxious  to 
the  restored  monarch  by  his  zeal  in  the  service  of 
Napoleon,  was  sentenced  to  be  shot,  and  was  only 
preserved  from  the  fate  which  befel  the  less  for- 
tunate Ney,  by  the  heroism  and  affection  of  his 
devoted  wife.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
extract  from  an  interesting  article  in  a recent  num- 
ber of  the  London  New  Monthly  Magazine,  de- 
scriptive of  the  lunatic  hospitals  in  France,  that 
the  intellect  of  Madame  Lavelette  gradually  sunk, 
notwithstanding  the  success  of  her  plan,  and  that 
she  is  now  confined  in  one  of  those  asylums,  the 
victim  of  a helpless  malady.  Lavelette  himself  died 
some  time  ago,  having  been,  after  many  years  of 


exile  from  his  country,  pardoned,  and  permitted  to 
return. 

“In  one  of  the  private  Maisons  de  Sante,  on  the 
other  side  of  Paris,  there  now  resides  an  illustrious 
patient,  whose  beauty  madness  has  not  faded,  for 
her  disease  of  mind  is  gentle  and  calm,  and  took 
its  rise  from  the  excess  of  affectionate  concern, 
heightened  by  terror.  This  is  Madame  Lavelette, 
who  procured  the  celebrated  escape  of  her  hus- 
band from  prison.  Having  engaged,  by  her  per- 
suasions and  entreaties,  sir  Robert  Wilson,  Bruce 
and  Hutchinson  to  aid  Lavelette’s  flight  to  a place 
of  safety,  she  was  permitted  to  enter  his  prison  the 
evening  before  his  excursion:  his  hair  was  already 
cut  off  as  a preparation  for  the  guillotine:  he  fled 
in  the  disguise  of  his  wife’s  dress.  His  heroic 
wife  was  bitterly  reproached  and  threatened  by  the 
governor  of  the  prispn;  and  her  nervous  anxiety 
lest  Lavelette  should  be  retaken,  of  which  she  was 
assured  there  was  no  doubt,  was  so  excessive,  that 
she  never  after  recovered  the  miseries  of  the  night. 
After  a time,  her  fine  intellect  gradually  gave  way, 
and  she  has  resided  some  years  in  this  maison, 
anxiously  attended.  Lavelette  is  now  dead;  but 
her  silence  is  never  broken  by  any  event:  she 
walks  often  in  the  garden,  and  plucks  the  flowers, 
or  sits  for  hours  on  the  garden  seats,  but  never 
speaks,  and  has  not  been  heard  to  utter  a word  for 
some  years.  Her  look  is  sad  and  lonely,  and  she 
seems  no  longer  to  feel  sympathy  with  any  being: 
a transition  from  devoted  union,  from  passionate 
tenderness,  to  the  chilliness  and  dreariness  of  the 
tomb.” 

The  “olden  time.”  From  the  Philadelphia  U.  S. 
Gazette.  We  have  before  us  a copy  of  the  Ameri- 
can Weekly  Mercury,  published  in  this  city,  dated 
“from  Thursday,  April  5,  to  Thursday,  April  12, 
1739.”  As  may  well  be  supposed,  this  ancient 
hebdomadal  presents  a striking  contrast  to  the  pa- 
pers of  the  present  day,  reminding  us,  though  the 
comparison  is  somewhat  outre,  of  the  mouse,  which 
Mr.  Peal,  years  since,  placed  beside  his  mamouth. 
This  little  brute  miniature  has  rather  the  advant- 
age in  possessing  all  the  form  and  symmetry  of 
which  the  huge  monster  can  boast,  a requisite  in 
which  our  centennial  newsmonger  is  decidedly  de- 
ficient. The  entire  contents  of  this  ancient  affair 
may  be  summed  up  in  this  wise — Imprimis,  a pair 
of  speeches  which  we  would  like  to  see  paterned 
after,  in  their  brevity  at  least,  by  the  long-winded 
speech-makers  of  our  day;  next  follows  the  New 
York  ship  news,  the  whole  business  “inwards” 
and  “outwarfls,”  being  confined  to  seven  vessels: 
then  comes  the  news  of  the  week,  which  is  actual- 
ly despatched  in  two  paragraphs — item  first  being 
a house  burnt,  and  ditto  second,  the  execution  of 
a negro  wench,  “hung  at  the  common  plaee  near 
the  city.”  This  is  all  the  reading  matter.  Then 
follow  the  Philadelphia  custom  house,  “inwards” 
and  “outwards,”  amounting  to  two  “snows,”  one 
“brigg,”  and  a sloop — clearances,  two  sloops,  two 
“briggs”  with  one  ship  for  London  and  two  for 
Jamaica.  After  this  we  have  the  following,  “prices 
of  goods,  &c.  in  Philadelphia,”  which,  as  it  may  be 
of  interest  at  tile  present  day,  we  copy  entire. 

“Wheat  2s.  8d.  Indian  corn  Is.  Ad.  flour  7 d.  6s. 
white  biskett  16s.  middling  ditto  12s.  6d.  brown 
ditto  8s.  ship  ditto  9s.  West  India  rum  2s.  2d.  New 
England  ditto  Is.  8 d.  molasses  Is.  6 d.” 

This  page  closes  with  the  sale  by  public  vendue 
at  the  “Coffee  House  in  Front  street,”  of  a dwel- 
ling. The  last  page  is  devoted  to  advertisements, 
of  which  there  are  nine,  “all  told,”  the  most  con- 
spicuous of  which  is  the  following,  which  we  cite 
as  an  example  of  praiseworthy  thrift  and  attention 
to  our  brethren  of  the  press.  “Very  good  LAMP 
Black  made  and  sold  by  the  printer  hereof.”  We 
have  now  enumerated  the  contents  entire  of  a Phi- 
ladelphia newspaper  of  the  last  century,  and,  in 
closing  the  labors  of  the  day,  must  express  our  ad- 
miration at  the  pithy  despatch  and  commendable 
brevity  of  our  ancient  friend  “Andrew  Bradford, 
at  the  sign  of  the  Bible,  in  Front  street,  where  ad- 
vertisements are  taken  in,  ancl  all  persons  in  town 
or  country  may  be  supplied  with  this  paper.” 

What  a life  of  quietness  an  editor  in  those  “olden 
days”  must  have  spent,  and  how  happy  his  readers 
to  be  inflicted  with  none  of  the  strife  and  conten- 
tion which  so  eminently^  stinguish  the  press  of  a 
later  day,  and  how  much  more  enviable  the  busi- 
ness of  making  lamp  black  than  that  of  making 
black  the  character  of  an  adversary,  both  doubtless 
designed  for  the  amusement  and  edification  of  the 
public,  though  with  an  amazingly  wide  difference 
in  their  results. 

We  are  indebted  for  our  copy  of  this  curiosity  to 
Mr.  Maddock,  who,  besides  some  rare  old  coins  of 
local  interest  and  other  matters  of  that  sort,-keeps 
an  equally  rare,  though  more  modern  assortment  of 


“family  groceries,”  “over  against”  the  Girard  bank, 
in  Third  street. 

Pine  lands  and  pine  lumber.  The  Oneida 
Whig  gives  the  following  startling  facts  in  relation 
to  pine  lumber  and  pine  lands: 

It  is  known,  we  presume,  to  most  persons,  that 
white  or  pumpkin  pine  cannot  be  reproduced  or 
grown,  as  the  underbrush  or  second  growth  of  pine 
forests  is  always  of  a different  species  of  wood. — 
Thus  we  can  see  at  a glance,  that  the  country  or 
state  which  is  once  stripped  of  this  valuable  tim- 
ber, can  never  again  see  its  soil  clothed  with  the 
same.  With  this  fact  before  us,  together  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  extent  of  the  annual  consump- 
tion of  this  article,  it  can  be  no  very  difficult  mat- 
ter to  arrive  at  a pretty  accurate  conclusion  as  to 
the  time  which  the  forests  of  the  United  States 
will  supply  the  demands  of  the  country.  A few 
tacts  will  show  that  we  are  not  so  well  furnished  as 
is  generally  supposed. 

In  all  the  states  and  territories  connected  with 
the  union,  there  are  substantially  but  three  states 
which  have  a surplus  of  white  pine  to  supply  the 
enormous  and  increasing  demand  which  is  yearly 
made  by  the  other  states  and  territories.  These 
are  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Maine.  The 
latter,  (Maine),  with  her  twenty-five  hundred  saw 
mills,  can  hardly  supply  the  New  England  states, 
and  it  is  left  for  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  to 
furnish  the  pine  lumber  for  the  great  valley  of  the 
Mississippi,  after  deducting  what  is  needed  for  the 
consumption  of  four  millions  of  enterprising  inha- 
bitants within  their  own  borders.  We  speak,  of 
course,  in  general  terms  and  in  round  numbers, 
and  do  not  mean  to  say  that  many  of  the  states 
cannot  supply  their  own  wants  to  some  extent  for 
several  years. 

Allowing  these  statements  to  be  true,  we  are  now 
prepared  for  the  question: 

How  long  will  the  white  pine  forests  in  these 
states  supply  the  demand? 

“It  has  been  ascertained  beyond  a doubt  that 
there  were  floated  on  our  canals,  the  Hudson,  Mis- 
sissippi, Susquehanna  and  Delaware  rivers,  during 
last  year,  nearly  six  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of 
square  feet  of  pine  lumber!  To  supply  this  quanti- 
ty, over  sixty-five  thousand  acres  of  good  pine 
lands  have  been  stripped  of  every  tree!  If  there 
are  seven  hundred  thousand  acres,  even  at  this  rate, 
without  any  increase,  it  will  last  only  some  ten  or 
eleven  years;  and  from  facts  that  have  been  ga- 
thered on  this  subject,  we  venture  to  say  that  there 
is  not  white  pine  enough  in  the  United  States  to 
supply  the  present  consumption  fifteen  years!  If 
any  one  can  controvert  this  conclusion  by  facts,  we 
should  be  glad  to  hear  them.” 

Theatrical  indemnities.  At  the  sitting  of 
the  French  chamber  of  deputies  on  the  29th  June, 
the  budget  undergoing  an  excoriation,  and  the  in- 
demnities to  the  theatres  being  under  considera- 
tion— 

M.  Auguis  objected  to  the  enormous  subvention 
of  632,000f.  granted  to  the  French  opera,  in  addi- 
tion to  furniture  and  decorations,  valued  at  four 
millions,  besides  annual  pensions  to  the  amount  of 
160.0001.  He  thought  that  the  theatres  should  be 
abandoned  to  themselves,  and  be  left  perfectly  free. 
He  also  objected  to  the  encouragement  given  to 
the  opera  Comique. 

M.  L’Herbette  wished  to  know  from  the  minis- 
ter of  the  interior,  why  the  provisional  regulations 
according  to  which  the  theatres  were  managed,  had 
not  been  converted  into  law  in  the  course  of  the 
present  session,  in  conformity  to  the  terms  of  the 
September  laws. 

The  minister  of  the  interior  replied  that  the  law 
in  question  was  ready,  and  would  be  presented  to 
the  chamber  at  the  commencement  of  next  ses- 
sion. In  answer  to  the  arguments  of  M.  Auguis, 
he  would  remind  that  honorable  deputy  that  the 
fine  arts  were  held  in  honor  by  every  civilized  na- 
tion, and  that  the  ancients  had  even  placed  music 
and  the  dance  amongst  the  number  of  their  deities. 

M.  Auguis — “Adore  them  if  you  please,  but  do 
not  pay  them.”  (A  laugh.) 

The  minister  of  the  interior,  in  continuation,  ob- 
served that  the  subventions  to  the  theatres  could  be 
diminished  only  at  the  expiration  of  the'contracts 
entered  into  with  the  directors.  The  subvention  to 
the  opera  he  maintained  w7as  scarcely  sufficient,  and 
in  proof  of  his  assertion,  he  w'ould  state  that  in 
1836  the  profits  of  that  theatre  amounted  to  not 
more  than  ll,500f.  (Oh,  oh.) 

Gen.  Demarcay  proposed  that  the  subventions  to 
the  theatres  should  be  reduced  one-fifth  every  year, 
so  as  to  be  wholly  done  away  with  at  the  end  of 
five  years. 

After  the  rejection  of  an  amendment  proposed 
by  M.  Auguis,  for  reducing  the  subvention  to  the 
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opera  Comique  to  the  sum  of  150,000^ chapter  18, 
was  adopted. 

Chap.  19.  Subvention  to  the  pension  fund  of  the 
French  opera,  100,000f.  Adopted. 

Another  chapter  granting  to  artists  or  dramatic 
authors  120,000f.  was  also  adopted. 

Geology  of  Virginia.  By  an  advertisement 
in  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  vve  perceive  that  the 
principal  geologist  and  his  assistants  are  actively 
prosecuting  the  survey  in  the  Appalachian  region, 
which  lies  between  the  Blue  ridge  and  the  carbo- 
niferous rocks  of  the  west.  In  the  autumn  a part  of 
the  crops  will  resume  the  examination  of  the  tide- 
water district. 

The  region  which  is  at  present  the  theatre  of  in- 
vestigation, is  divided  into  three  districts— -the  north- 
ern, the  middle  and  the  southern. 

Mr.  Charles  B.  Hayden  has  charge  of  the  north- 
ern district. 

Professor  James  B.  Rogers  of  the  middle. 

Professor  W.  E.  A.  Aiken  of  the  southern. 

The  principal  geologist,  professor  W.  B.  Rogers, 
Is  employed  In  the  three  districts  alternately,  direct- 
ing and  knitting  together  the  operations  n?  they 
progress. 

An  hereditap.y  office.  We  find  the  follow- 
ing in  the  last  number  of  the  Boston  Daily  Adver- 
ser: 

Rosseter  Cotlon,  esq.  register  of  deeds  for  the 
county  of  Plymouth,  died  on  Saturday  last,  aged 
79,  having  faithfully  discharged  the  duties  of  that 
office  forty-eight  years,  and  that  of  county  trea- 
surer twenty-six  years.  His  father  and  grandfather 
had  held  the  same  office  of  register  of  deeds  before 
him,  one  thirty-three,  and  the  other  forty-three 
years,  making  a period  of  a hundred  and  twenty- 
four  years  which  the  duties  of  th£  office  have  been 
discharged  in  succession  by  three  members  of  the 
same  family.  The  county  commissioners,  on  Mon- 
day last,  appointed  his  son,  Roland  E.  Cotton,  esq. 
register  of  deeds  and  county  treasurer  pro  tem.  An 
election  for  the  first  named  office  is  appointed  to  be 
made  on  the  first  Monday  in  October. 

A relic  of  other  days.  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Au- 
gust 9.  Yesterday  morning  the  workmen  employ- 
ed in  grading  the  bank  along  Water  street,  between 
Wood  and  Market  street,  turned  up  the  skeleton  of 
a human  being.  It  was  found  about  two  feet  be- 
neath the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  on  the  brow 
of  the  bank.  When  first  discovered  it  lay  east  and 
west,  fleshless  and  grim.  On  examination  it  was 
discovered  to  have  been  an  Indian.  Several  trin- 

lvof<3  maria  nf  cil  \rMr  WPTP  fnvinrl  f h tVlP  slrplpfon. 

and  a piece  of  scarlet  cloth,  still  undecayed,  was 
fringed  and  decorated  with  beads  after  the  manner 
of  the  American  Indians. 

The  probability  is,  that  this  body  must  have  been 
interred  about  the  time  that  the  city  of  Pittsburgh 
was  a mere  military  post  in  the  possession  of  the 
French.  It  must  have  been  about  that  time,  or 
soon  after  Fort  Du  Quesne  was  captured  by  the 
English,  and  received  the  name  of  Fort  Pitt;  for 
there  are  those  still  living  hereabouts  whose  memo- 
ries run  back  to  those  border  times,  and  whose  ears 
still  ring  with  the  yells  of  the  Indian  as  it  startled 
the  slumbers  of  Fort  Pitt. 

In  conversation  with  one  of  these  living  chroni- 
cles, he  stated  to  us  that  he  had  been  here  for  fifty 
years,  and  had  no  recollection  of  any  one  having 
been  buried  where  these  bones  were  found;  he  also 
stated  that  the  bank  about  the  place  was  cut  down 
several  feet  when  they  paved  Water  street,  which 
will  account  for  the  skeleton  being  found  so  near 
the  surface. 

Where  now  are  the  brethren  of  this  child  of  the 
forest?  where  now  are  his  children  to  chant  the  re- 
quiem for  his  departed  spirit?  They  have  gone  to 
the  west — they  have  been  driven  on  towards  the 
setting  sun,  until  their  name,  their  nation,  and  per- 
haps their  very  being,  have  set  forever. 

Like  the  Indian,  we  have  a reverential  regard  for 
“dead  men’s  bones.”  They  should  have  tho  ripffit 
of  “holy  sepulture,”  and  not  be  carelessly  scattered 
and  tossed  about.  [Times. 


DEFERRED  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

In  carefully  examining  our  pages,  as  is  our  cus- 
tom at  the  close  of  each  volume,  to  discover  whether 
any  thing  had  been  omitted  which  may  be  useful 
for  reference,  we  found  that  the  official  returns  of 
the  presidential  election  in  several  states  had  not 
been  given  in  sufficient  detail,  though  the  results 
were  accurately  stated  at  the  time  they  came  to 
hand.  On  reflection,  we  have  resolved  to  give 
them  a place,  for  so  closely  do  politicians  calculate 
at  this  day  that  even  local  results  are  deemed  of 
importance  in  determining  great  questions: 


CONNECTICUT. 


Counties. 

Whigs. 

V.  B. 

Hartford 

3,764 

3,967 

New  Haven 

3,419 

3,494 

New  London 

2,059 

1,879 

Fairfield 

2,711 

2,31S 

Windham 

1,56S 

1,669 

Litchfield 

2,955 

3,014 

Middlesex 

1,618 

1,187 

Tolland 

1,190 

1,191 

19,2S4 

18,719 

Van  Buren  majority  565 

VIRGINIA. 

Counties. 

V.  B. 

Whiz 

Counties. 

V.  B 

IVhie- 

Accomac 

30 

617 

VI  a thews 

131 

64 

Albemarle 

676 

524 

Mason 

170 

204 

Alleghany 

153 

30 

Mecklenburg 

420 

206 

Amelia 

180 

83 

M iddlesex 

96 

62 

Amherst 

255 

216 

Mononga  ia 

681 

309 

Augusta 

302 

821 

Marshall 

297 

229 

Haiti 

206 

114 

Monroe 

358 

223 

Bedford 

482 

511 

Montgomery 

389 

163 

Berkeley 

260 

380 

Morgan 

100 

46 

Bnletout 

799 

181 

Nansemond 

76 

185 

Brooke 

413 

181 

Nelson 

040 

118 

Brunswick 

258 

177 

Norfolk  county 

163 

320 

db8 

290 

Now  Kelli 

57 

108 

Braxton 

42 

15 

Northampton 

6 

284 

Cabell 

206 

192 

Notihumberland 

185 

77 

Campbell 

477 

478 

Nottoway 

174 

70 

Caroline 

317 

219 

Nicholas 

53 

119 

Charles  city 

31 

103 

Ohio 

239 

536 

Charloite 

332 

245 

Grange 

386 

217 

Chesterfit  Id 

353 

243 

Page 

247 

18 

Culpeper 

242 

251 

Patrick 

294 

177 

Cumberland 

216 

241 

Pendleton 

382 

217 

Clarke 

136 

102 

Pittsylvania 

529 

641 

Diiiwiddio 

161 

168 

Pocahontas 

85 

28 

Elizabeth  city 

38 

79 

Powhatan 

176 

161 

Essex 

87 

130 

Preston 

300 

156 

Fairfax 

176 

23' 

Prince  Edward 

273 

216 

Fauquier 

363 

429 

Princess  Anne 

56 

195 

Payeite 

136 

123 

Prince  George 

154 

71 

Fluvanna 

300 

50 

Prince  William 

232 

96 

Floyd,  (informal) 

Randolph 

160 

293 

Franklin 

530 

348 

Rappahannock 

196 

171 

Frederick 

518 

281 

Rockbridge 

379 

408 

Giles 

254 

159 

Rich  rnond 

108 

115 

Gloucester 

126 

177 

Rockingham 

792 

129 

Goochland 

282 

67 

Russell 

385 

9 

Grayson 

377 

50 

Scott 

316 

10 

Greenbrier 

212 

371 

Shenandoah 

735 

52 

Greensville 

171 

102 

Smyth 

229 

76 

Halifax 

732 

183 

Southampton 

192 

185 

Hampshire 

407 

396 

Spottsvlvjinia 

282 

207 

Hanover 

386 

268 

Stafford 

178 

148 

Hardy 

137 

285 

Surry 

108 

41 

Harrison 

601 

246 

Sussex 

213 

46 

Henrico 

246 

287 

Tazewell 

259 

2 

Henry 

213 

238 

Tyler 

223 

143 

Isle  of  Wight 

253 

49 

Washington 

608 

70 

James  City 

4 

109 

Westmorland 

52 

150 

Jefferson 

269 

400 

Wood 

249 

315 

Jackson 

152 

113 

Wythe 

369 

112 

Kanawha 

228 

497 

Warwick 

5 

41 

King  and  Queen 

275 

199 

Warren 

IOJ 

no 

Saltern 

ii 

148 

61 

York 

Norfolk  borough 

3 

98 

57 

234 

Lancaster 

76 

93 

Petersburg 

125 

183 

Lee 

330 

52 

Richmond  city 

138 

455 

Lewis 

Logan 

Loudoun 

243 

157 

254 

144 

57 

935 

Williamsburg 

4 

68 

30.261 

23,368 

Louisa 

458 

116 

■'  23.368 

Lunenbuigh 

202 

132 

-- 

— 

Madison 

307 

32 

V.  B.  innj.  6,893 

The  following  votes,  however,  are  to  be  added — 
though  not  strictly  in  form,  viz: 

1st.  Sixty  votes  in  the  county  of  Pocahontas, 
which  were  not  embraced  in  the  commissioner’s 
return. 

2d.  The  return  of  the  votes  from  Floyd  county 
— which  were  reported  as  having  been  given  di- 
rectly for  the  presidential  candidates,  to  wit:  Mar- 
tin Van  Buren,  on  the  one  hand,  and  White  and 
Harrison  on  the  other — being  293  votes  for  the 
Van  Buren  ticket,  and  23  for  the  whig. 

And  3d.  252  votes  in  Monongalia,  which  were 
given  at  three  precincts,  where  the  commissioner’s 
were  not  sworn — of  which,  231  were  given  to  Van 
Buren,  and  21  to  Harrison. 

The  sum  of  these  votes  is  628;  viz:  584  for  Van 
Buren,  and  44  for  the  whig  ticket. 

If  these  votes  be  added,  the  whole  poll  will 
stand, 

For  Van  Buren  30,845 

Whig  ticket  23,412 


Total  majority  in  Va.  for  the  V.  B.  ticket,  7,433 

GEORGIA. 


Counties. 

White. 

V.  B. 

Counties. 

White. 

V.  B. 

Richmond 

501 

324 

Harris 

606 

330 

Hancock 

343 

243 

Bryan 

45 

29 

Warren 

337 

317 

Tatnall 

149 

13 

Jefferson 

526 

119 

Wayne 

56 

Lincoln 

234 

155 

Putnam 

448 

246 

Columbia 

281 

106 

Murray 

23 

128 

Greene 

651 

31 

Madison 

221 

159 

Chatham 

351 

527 

Rabun 

6 

192 

Effingham 

132 

81 

Franklin 

209 

484 

Scriven 

197 

135 

Coweta 

447 

407 

Newton 

636 

337 

Decatur 

254 

146 

Baldwin 

490 

50 2. 

Dooly 

116 

162 

Counties. 

White. 

V.  B. 

Counties. 

While 

V.  B 

Liberty 

126 

89 

Lee 

113 

56 

Bibb 

654 

625 

Randolph 

193 

239 

Wilkes 

355 

474 

Stewart 

355 

374 

Hall 

291 

473 

Twiggs 

295 

303 

Jackson 

298 

484 

Carroll 

121 

402 

Clarke 

461 

313 

Emanuel 

5 

55 

Oglethorpe 

286 

76 

Laurens 

288 

1 

Jones 

375 

350 

Camden 

101 

113 

Morgan 

341 

171 

Campbell 

146 

296 

Crawford 

246 

373 

DeKalb 

387 

467 

Talbot 

653 

621 

Fayette 

190 

307 

Muscogee 

711 

326 

Henry 

584 

392 

Jasper 

596 

406 

Marion 

347 

215 

Washington 

360 

375 

Cherokee 

141 

151 

Houston 

560 

450 

Early 

48 

151 

Elbert 

549 

77 

Flovd 

87 

138 

Habersham 

241 

576 

Forsyth 

132 

258 

Walton 

306 

538 

Gilmer 

46 

78 

Butts 

210 

259 

Heard 

204 

244 

Meriwether 

459 

509 

Appling 

22 

34 

Monroe 

710 

568 

Glynn 

52 

31 

Pike 

287 

427 

Trwin 

4 

77 

Pulaski 

119 

149 

Montgomery  67 

11 

Taliaferro 

861 

25 

Sumter 

239 

159 

Upson 

489 

297 

Telfair 

44 

92 

Bulloch 

217 

Thomas 

202 

22 

McIntosh 

54 

38 

Lowndes 

163 

75 

Lumpkin 

269 

599 

Cobb 

119 

197 

Troup 

945 

219 

Cass 

205 

228 

Wilkinson 

231 

252 

Walker 

122 

150 

Burke 

316 

136 

Gwinnett 

543 

632 

24,336 

21,292 

Four  counties  not  included  in  the  above  list,  viz: 


Union,  Paulding,  Baker  and  Ware,  increase  the  foot- 
ings to  24,786  for  White,  and  22,104  for  V.  B. 

MISSOURI. 

The  votes  of  four  counties,  it  will  be  seen,  are 
not  included  in  the  table,  no  official  returns  having 
been  made  to  the  seat  of  government.  The  majo- 
rity for  Van  Buren  is  3,658. 


Counties. 

V.B. 

Har. 

Counties. 

V.B. 

Har. 

Barry 

55 

00 

Morgan 

216 

51 

Benton 

75 

4 

New  Madrid 

Boone 

567 

714 

Perry 

173 

17 

Callaway 

616 

446 

Pettis 

161 

64 

Cape  Girardeau  435 

149 

Pike 

415 

405 

Carroll 

142 

33 

Polk 

80 

65 

Chariton 

183 

84 

Pulaski 

230 

49 

Clay 

347 

282 

Randolph 

399 

195 

Clinton 

129 

48 

Ralls 

151 

122 

Cole 

576 

73 

Ray 

221 

232 

Cooper 

Ripley 

70 

2 

Crawford 

86 

59 

Rives 

108 

40 

Franklin 

338 

133 

St.  Francois 

137 

144 

G'aoi/unavlo 

115 

si 

St.  Conpvieve  97 

47 

Greene 

140 

11 

St.  Charles 

237 

282 

Howard 

619 

354 

St.  Lewis 

681 

843 

Jackson 

489 

183 

Saline 

178 

135 

Jefferson 

138 

89 

Scott 

Johnson 

240 

78 

Shelby 

63 

31 

Lafayette 

294 

165 

Stoddard 

170 

17 

Lewis 

298 

197 

Van  Buren 

Lincoln 

236 

275 

Warren 

376 

150 

Madison 

100 

55 

Washington 

311 

245 

Marion 

338 

343 

Wayne 

Monroe 

317 

280 

— 

— 

Montgomery 

92 

169 

10,995  7,337 

MISSISSIPPI. 


Counties. 

V.B. 

White. 

Counties. 

V.B. 

White. 

Adams 

342 

556 

Monroe 

447 

162 

Atalla 

87 

111 

Marshall 

352 

436 

Amite 

274 

307 

Neshoba 

59 

14 

Bolivar 

16 

21 

Newton 

103 

21 

Copiah 

464 

268 

Noxubee 

312 

269 

Claiborne 

258 

350 

Oktibbeha 

108 

72 

Chickasaw 

58 

24 

Ponola 

Choctaw 

74 

91 

Pontotoc 

217 

256 

Clarke 

102 

11 

Perry 

Covington 

237 

52 

Pike 

348 

92 

Carroll 

218 

292 

Rankin 

133 

248 

De  Soto 

76 

67 

Scott 

71 

24 

Franklin 

189 

75 

Simpson 

148 

81 

Green 

38 

%87 

Smith 

81 

14 

Hancock 

105 

27 

Tallahatche 

80 

171 

Hinds 

559 

876 

Tippa 

245 

168 

Holmes 

254 

309 

Tishemingo 

149 

67 

Itawamba 

131 

16 

Tunica 

Jackson 

Warren 

265 

625 

Jasper 

361 

75 

Washington 

Jefferson 

202 

297 

Wayne 

75 

24 

Jones 

25 

6 

Wilkinson 

143 

422 

Koahoma 

Winston 

185 

75 

Kemper 

196 

197 

Yalobusha 

411 

436 

Lauderdale 

101 

11 

Yazoo 

187 

520 

Lawrence 

429 

47 





Leake 

63 

45 

Total 

9,979 

9,688 

Lowndes 

572 

435 

9,688 

Lafayette 

93 

151 

— 

Madison 

282 

714 

V.  B.  maj. 

291 

Marion 

178 

66 

406 
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In  the  counties  of  Tunica  and  Perry,  no  election 
was  held;  and  the  votes  of  Jackson  and  Panola 
were  lost  from  not  being  returned  officially.  Jack- 
son  was  almost  unanimous  for  Van  Buren,  giving 
him  about  120  out  of  140  votes;  and  in  Panola,  his 
majority  was  150. 


ALABAMA. 


Counties. 

V.  B. 

White. 

Counties. 

V.  B. 

While. 

Autauga 

565 

609 

Madison 

1,678 

420 

Baldwin 

74 

43 

Morgan 

568 

476 

Barbour 

291 

320 

Marion 

300 

142 

Benton 

637 

287 

Montgomery  723 

943 

Bibb 

297 

97 

Monroe 

307 

447 

Blount 

480 

55 

Mobile 

866 

739 

Butler 

143 

341 

Marshall 

539 

101 

Chambers 

Macon 

34 

150 

Clarke 

336 

143 

Perry 

290 

827 

Conecuch 

88 

285 

Pike 

304 

313 

Covington 

27 

62 

Pickens 

432 

469 

Coosa 

130 

55 

Shelby 

198 

345 

Dallas 

457 

916 

St.  Clair 

464 

26 

Dale 

Sumter 

631 

789 

De  Kalb 

378 

42 

Tuscaloosa  841 

731 

Cherokee 

180 

242 

Taladega 

413 

376 

l/ranklin 

593 

397 

Talapoosa 

63 

98 

Fayette 

5S0 

90 

Russell 

40 

154 

Greene 

672 

1,116 

Randolph 

56 

65 

Henry 

131 

118 

Walker 

110 

76 

Jackson 

1,626 

S9 

Washington  166 

90 

Jefferson 

538 

230 

Wilcox 

242 

607 

Lawrence 

600 

564 

Limestone 

715 

319 

Total, 

20,506 

15,612 

Lauderdale 

917 

415 

15,612 

Lowndes 

316 

870 

Marengo 

422 

523 

V.  B.  maj 

4,894 

RECAPITULATION. 


Van  Buren. 

Opposition. 

Maine 

22,900 

15,239 

New  Hampshire 

18,722 

6,228 

Vermont. 

14,039 

20,990 

Massachusetts 

33,237 

41,099 

Rhode  Island 

2,964 

2,710 

Connecticut 

19,284 

18,719 

New  York 

166,815 

138,543 

New  Jersey 

15,844 

26,389 

Pennsylvania, 

91,475 

87,111 

Delaware 

4,155 

4,738 

Maryland 

22,168 

25,852 

Virginia 

30,261 

23,368 

North  Carolina 

26,910 

23,626 

South  Carolina 

chosen  by  the  legislature. 

Georgia 

22,104 

23,786 

Alabama 

20,506 

15,612 

Mississippi 

9,979 

9,688 

Louisiana 

3,654 

3,383 

Tennessee 

76,120 

85,962 

Kentucky 

33,435 

36J155 

Aikausaa 

2,400 

1,238 

Missouri 

10,995 

7,337 

Illinois 

37,275 

14.292 

Indiana 

32,473 

41,281 

Ohio 

96,238 

104,958 

803,868 

780,104 

780,104 

Yan  Buren  majority 

23,764 

BANK  EXCHANGES. 

The  following  circular  shows  the  manner  and 
terms  agreed  upon  between  the  country  and  city 
banks,  for  the  payment  of  balances — it  will  be  use- 
ful for  reference: 

New  York,  July  4,  1837. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  western  banks 
at  their  recent  convention  at  Auburn,  convened  in 
this  city  on  Wednesday  the  28th  ultimo,  in  pursu- 
ance of  their  appointment,  and  immediately  com- 
menced a negotiation  with  the  city  banks,  which 
has  resulted  in  the  following  arrangement: 

The  city  banks  agree  to  receive  the  bills  of  all 
the  banks  of  this  state,  west  of  Schenectady,  as  pro- 
posed in  their  circular  of  the  22d  of  May  last;  seal 
up  the  same  for  each  bank  once  in  each  week  only, 
and  allow  such  bank  thereafter  the  time  mentioned 
in  said  circular  for  redemplfon.  The  bank  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  the  Leather  Manufacturer’s 
bank,  and  the  Merchants’  Exchange  bank,  have 
agreed  (and  other  banks  will  probably  agree),  to 
open  accounts  with  such  of  the  country  banks  as 
desire  to  do  so,  on  the  following  terms:  They  pro- 
pose to  receive  the  city  paper,  and  make  the  city 
collections  for  the  country  banks,  and  credit  the 
same  at  par,  on  receipt;  they  also  propose  to  receive 
from  the  country  banks  the  bills  of  the  other  New 
York  country  banks,  which  they  shall  receive  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  business,  and  credit  the  same  at  the 
end  of  fifteen  days  from  the  time  of  deposite,  or  to 
credit  the  sam e forthwith,  at  the  option  of  the  remit- 
ting bank,  at  one-fourth  per  cent,  discount;  if  the  ac- 
count of  any  country  bank  is  kept  good  for  the 


amount  of  its  drafts,  then  such  country  paper  so  re-  j 
mitted,  will  be  credited  at  par. 

The  committee  had  hoped  that  they  would  have 
been  able  to  prevail  on  the  city  banks  to  seal  up  and 
notify  every  alternate  Monday  only,  and  have  ex- 
erted all  the  influence  in  their  power  to  effect  such 
arrangement;  and  although  several  of  the  said  banks, 
with  a degree  of  liberality  highly  creditable  to  them, 
would  have  cheerfully  .assented  to  the  proposition, 
it  was  found  to  be  utterly  impossible  to  induce  the 
others  to  do  so.  They,  however,  agree  that  they 
will  not  seal  up  more  frequently  than  once  in  each 
week,  and  (except  for  a few  weeks  in  the  spring  and 
fall  of  the  year),  if  is  believed  that  the  amount  of 
the  paper  of  each  country  bank  which  any  one  of 
the  city  banks  will  receive,  will  be  so  small,  that 
there  will  be  no  inducement  to  seal  up  and  notify 
more  frequently  than  once  in  ten  or  fifteen  days. 

The  committee  believe  that  the  terms  above  re- 
ferred to  are  the  best  that  can  be  obtained,  and  there- 
fore, for  the  banks  wdth  which  they  are  specially 
connected,  have  accepted  the  arrangement,  and 
opened  their  accounts,  and  made  arrangements  for 
the  redemption  of  their  paper,  in  the  city  of  N.  York, 
and  respectfully  and  earnestly  request  that  all  the 
country  banks  should  do  the  same  without  delay. 

The  bank  commissioners  have  exerted  a salutary 
influence  in  bringing  about  the  arrangement,  and, 
as  will  be  seen  by  their  letter  attached  hereto,  con- 
cur with  the  committee  in  the  belief  that  the  terms 
proposed  are  better  for  the  country  banks  than  any 
which  can  be  obtained  in  the  city  of  Albany;  that 
the  banks  in  this  city,  as  compared  with  the  city  of 
Albany,  not  only  possess,  to  a much  greater  extent, 
the  ability,  but  that  they  have  also,  to  an  equal  ex- 
tent, at  least,  the  disposition,  to  deal  liberally  by  the 
country  banks;  and  that,  although  the  expense  and 
risk  which  the  country  banks  will  incur,  in  making 
their  redemptions  in  this  city,  instead  of  at  their 
counters,  will  be  exceedingly  onerous,  yet  the  com- 
mittee are  disposed  to  make  the  paper  of  the  coun- 
try banks  as  available  to  the  community  as  is  possi- 
ble in  the  present  deranged  state  of  the  currency, 
and  therefore  earnestly  recommend  to  the  said 
banks  to  submit  to  the  sacrifice  for  the  public  good. 

The  committee  have  not  attempted  to  make  any 
arrangement  in  relation  to  collections  to  be  made 
by  country  for  city  banks,  preferring  that'  each 
bank  should  be  at  liberty  to  make  its  own  agree- 
ment with  its  correspondent  on  that  subject. 

The  committee  have  employed  Mr.  E.  J.  Hum- 
preys  as  a messenger  for  the  country  banks,  who 
will  make  a trip  regularly  every  other  week.  He 
will  start  from  Buffalo  on  his  first  trip  on  Monday 
the  31st  day  of  July  inst.  and  on  every  other  Mon- 
day thereafter.  The  proportion  of  the  expenses  of 
the  said  messenger  for  one  year,  which  the  commit- 
tee have  assessed  on  your  bank,  is  $ 

Each  of  the  banks  off  the  line  to  deliver  and  receive 
its  packages  at  some  convenient  bank  on  the  line, 
to  be  designated  by  it,  where  the  packages  will  be 
received  and  delivered  by.the  messenger. 

The  New  York  city  banks  having  held  the  paper 
of  the  western  banks  for  several  days,  will  seal  up 
and  notify  for  the  first  time  on  Monday  the  10th  inst. 

A.  M.  SCHERMERHORN,  j 
WM.  M.  OLIVER,  I ? 

A.  ST.  JOHN,  (.  g 

WM.  M.  CONKEY,  f g. 

WM.  MAXWELL,  I g 

JOHN  MAGEE,  J - 

New  York,  July  4,  1837. 

Having  been  familiar  with  the  negotiation  of  the 
committee  of  the  Auburn  convention  with  the 

banks  in  this  city,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  the  terms  of  the  arrangement  made,  are  as  fa- 
vorable to  the  country  as  could  be  obtained,  and 
are,  in  our  opinion,  fair  and  just. 

Ia.  the  present  state  of  the  country  and  of  public 
feeling,  we  deem  the  immediate  consummation  of 
the  arrangement  a measure  of  great  importance,  as 
tending  to  quiet  the  public  mind,  already  too  much 
excited  against  banks — to  relieve  the  community 
from  the  evils  of  a depreciated  currency — and  to 
disarm  an  opposition  to  all  banks  of  one  of  its  prin- 
cipal weapons. 

And  we  ardently  hope  that  the  mutual  sacrifice 
which  it  calls  for  on  the  part  or  the  banks,  will  be 
met  by  all  in  that  spirit  of  concession  which  the 
crisis  demands,  regardless  of  any  trifling  but  un- 
avoidable inequalities,  arising  from  particular  loca- 
tion or  habits  of  business.  C.  STEBBINS. 

GEO.  R.  DAVIS. 

INTERESTING  CORRESPONDENCE. 

From  the  Providence  ( R.  J.)  Journal 

Bristol,  R.  I.  August  7th,  1837. 
Hon.  William  Sprague: 

Dear  sir:  Being  embarked  in  the  same  ship, 
and  knowing  that  we  are  equally  desirous  of  pur- 


suing the  course  that  will  take  us  safe  to  port,  and 
knowing  also  that  our  opinions  vary  but  little  as  to 
the  course  we  ought  to  steer,  I take  the  liberty  to 
compare  reckoning  with  you,  and  see  wherein  we 
differ,  if  at  all.  The  ship  is  in  dangerous  seas,  and 
the  pilot  is  at  a loss;  the  old  channel  is  the  safest;  let 
not  our  pride  of  opinion,  if  we  differ,  be  in  the  way 
of  consulting  our  safety.  We  are  nighing  the  lee 
shore  fast;  the  water  is  shoaling  and  the  elements 
are  all  in  confusion;  but  our  ship  is  sound,  and  al- 
though the  current  is  against  us,  let  us  cheer  the 
crew,  put  the  ship  on  the  other  tack,  and  we  shall 
deepen  the  water  and  clear  the  cape. 

The  elements  of  trade  have  been  confused  by  tam- 
pering with  the  currency;  effects  are  talked  of  with- 
out examining  the  causes:  it  is  not  what  we  make 
use  of  for  currency,  or  the  quantity  of  it,  but  the  ab- 
sence of  a proper  regulation  of  it,  that  causes  the 
trouble.  Before  the  adoption  of  our  constitution, 
we  labored  under  the  same  difficulties:  and  the  fra- 
mers of  that  constitution,  found  remedies  and  es- 
tablished rules  and  regulations;  and  if  we  appoint 
honest  and  capable  men  to  administer  the  laws,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  meaning  and  spirit  of  the  consti- 
tution, we  should  have  no  difficulty.  That  consti- 
tution does  not  forbid  any  thing  for  currency,  it  lays 
the  foundation  for  currency,  by  saying  that  the  cre- 
ditor shall  not  be  compelled  to  receive  any  thing  but 
gold  and  silver  in  discharge  of  his  demand:  but  it 
does  not  prohibit  him  from  receiving  any  thing  else 
in  discharge  of  his  debt.  “Agreement  takes  away 
error;”  so  the  constitution  leaves  us  free  to  use  any 
thing  for  currency.  We  may  pay  our  debts  in  land, 
or  in  any  of  the  productions  of  industry:  it  only  re- 
quires us  to  be  honest,  and  pay  our  creditors  in 
something  that  is  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver;  and 
if  the  late  executive  had  minded  his  own  business, 
and  let  the  people  alone  about  their  currency,  those 
that  understood  better  than  he  did,  the  laws  of  trade, 
currency  and  credit,  would  have  regulated  it.  They 
were  getting  on  very  well  until,  with  his  veto  pow- 
er, he  threw  the  regulator  out  of  the  machinery  of 
currency  and  credit,  and  the  consequences  were  a 
confusion  of  the  currency  and  destruction  of  confi- 
dence. 

You  know  sir,  I was  never  in  favor  of  the  states 
regulating  the  currency  or  granting  charters  for 
banks.  I always  thought  the  British  system  the 
best;  one  chartered  bank  by  the  national  government, 
well  managed,  and  branches  to  all  proper  places, 
and  banking  houses  allowed  by  the  state  govern- 
ments. But  we  had  no  difficulty  with  state  banks, 
while  tlie  regulator  of  the  currency  was  operating. 
Suppose,  sir,  for  a moment,  the  U.  States  bank 
had  not  been  vetoed,  and  the  act  renewing  its  char- 
ter had  become  a law.  Do  you  believe  it  would 
have  stopped  payment  without  an  act  of  congress? 

if  it  would  not,  do  you  believe  the  general  stoppage 
of  specie  payments  by  the  states  bank  would  have 
taken  place?  I am  confident  you  think  with  me  on 
this  point,  that  they  would,  not  and  could  not  have 
stopped  payment;  and  would  it  not  have  prevented 
many  state  banks  from  being  established,  which 
have  flooded  the  country  With  bank  paper?  It  is 
this  bank  paper  and  the  public  money  deposited  in 
local  banks  eager  for  the  profits,  or  is  loaned  by 
them  out  to  importing  merchants  and  land  specula- 
tors, togelher  with  the  reduction  of  the  duties  on  im- 
ports which  have  been  the  causes  of  over-importing 
and  over-trading.  All  this  1 have  no  doubt  we  agree 
in;  and  in  what  do  we  disagree? 

I do  not  say  that  the  exercise  of  the  veto  power  is 
the  sole  cause  of  all  our  suffering;  but  I believe  it  to 
be  the  main  cause.  Some  state  banks  may  have 
been  so  imprudent  as  to  have  run  themselves  on  shore, 
but  that  would  not  have  caused  this  wide  spread 
ruin.  Excuse  me,  dear  sir,  for  saying  so  much  to  a 
practical  man  like  yourself;  but  I have  hastily 
thrown  some  ideas  into  this  letter,  that  others  may 
know  my  opinion,  should  you  think  proper  to  make 
them  acquainted  with  it. 

I am  very  respectfully,  your  friend  and  obedient 
servant,  JAS.D’WOLF. 

Natick,  August  10,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  Your  letter,  dated  on  the' 7th,  is  at 
hand.  It  -is  true,  sir,  that  we  are  embarkdd  in  the 
same  ship,  and  must,  of  necessity,  be  partakers  in 
common  of  all  the  benefits,  and  of  all  the  evils, 
which  result  from  the  good  or  bad  management  in 
navigating  her  to  her  destined  port.  T agree  with 
you,  sir,  that  “we  are  in  dangerous  seas,”  and  “are 
fast  nighing  the  lee  shore:”  and  I think  you  will  al- 
so agree  with  me,  that  the  perils  and  disasters  which 
we  have  encountered  for  the  last  five  months,  are 
unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  our  history.  We  have 
been  tossed  about  in  different  directions  by  the  rag- 
ing of  conflicting  elements;  currents  and  counter 
currents  have  assailed  us  from  almost  every  quarter; 
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our  sails  are  rent,  our  rigging  is  stranded,  our  crew 
are  discouraged. 

I flatter  myself,  however,  that  the  violence  of  the 
tempest  has  passed  over  us.  It  is  time  to  review  our 
course;  to  ascertain  the  cause  or  our  misfortunes, 
and  to  extricate  ourselves,  if  possible,  from  the 
dangers  and  difficulties  which  surround  us. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  main  cause  of  ail  our 
troubles  cannot  be  mistaken.  It  will  be  found  to 
exist  in  the  deranged  and  disord.ed  state  of  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country;  of  that  which  constitutes  the 
medium  for  exchanging  the  productions  of  the  in 
dustry  of  one  class  for  those  of  another.  We  have 
only  to  look  to  facts  as  they  have  taken  place  for  a 
few  years  past,  and  we  shall  completely  understand 
how  and  by  whom,  this  deranged  and  disorded  state 
of  the  currency  of  our  country,  has  been  produced 
and  effected. 

The  presidentof  the  United  States  announced,  in 
his  messages  to  congress  in  1S29-30  and  ’31,  his  hos- 
tility to  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  This  an- 
nunication  created  a desire  among  the  people  to  es- 
tablish nc  w banks  lo  supply  ttie  pface  of  that  insti- 
tution; and  accordingly  we  find,  that  a large  num- 
ber were  established.  In  July,  1832,  he  vetoed  the 
bill  rechartering  it,  which  also  created  an  increased 
demand  for  new  banks.  The  public  deposites  were 
removed  in  October,  1S33,  and  placed  in  the  state 
institutions  in  different  sections  of  the  country. — 
That  portion  which  was  sent  to  the  west  and  south 
west  was,  undoubtedly,  the  cause  of  the  commence- 
ment of  the  land  speculations,  and  was  loaned  out 
over  and  over  again  for  that  purpose.  New  banks 
were  also  established  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a 
portion  of  these  desposites.  The  law  altering  the 
standard  value  of  gold  was  passed  in  June,  1834. — 
By  the  operation  of  this  law  upwards  of  thirty  mil- 
lions of  coin  and  bullion  came  into  the  country,  over 
and  above  the  exports,  even  where  the  balance  of 
trade  was  against  us,  and  immediately  became  the 
basis  upon  which  new  banks  were  established. 

In  consequence,  therefore,  of  these  measures  of 
general  Jackson,  the  bank3  and  banking  capital  of 
the  country  have  increased  nearly  three  to  one  since 
the  1st  of  January,  1830.  They  have  afforded  fa- 
cilities for  speculations  in  land,  and  in  almost  all 
kinds  of  property,  and  in  connection  with  the  law 
reducing  the  duty  on  imports,  have  been  the  cause 
of  excessive  importations,  and  saddled  us  with  a 
very  large  amount  of  foreign  debts. 

We  have  seen  how  their  banks  have  been  creat- 
ed, let  us  now  see  how  they  have  been  effected. 
The  treasury  circular  requiring  gold  and  silver  in 
paymentof  public  lands  was  issued  in  July,  1836.  By 
the  operation  of  this  instrument,  about  seven  mil- 
lions were  abstracted  from  their  vaults,  in  as  many 
months,  and  placed  on  special  deposite  in  the  de- 
posite banks,  to  the  credit  of  the  government.  Con- 
tinued drains  were  made  upon  them  by  the  loco 
focos,  who  have  arrayed  themselves  as  a party 
against  all  banks,  and  for  aught  I know,  against 
every  thing  else  that  is  useful.  Remittances  were 
called  for  to  liquidate  the  balances  against  lis  in  fa- 
vor of  foreigners.  The  consequence  was  certain. 
The  banks  were  at  once  deprived  of  the  founda- 
tion upon  which  they  were  erected.  A suspen- 
sion of  specie  payment,  and  a general  prostration 
of  business  and  industry,  was  the  inevitable  result. 

From  what  I have  said,  it  necessarily  follows  as 
my  belief,  that  if  gen.  Jackson  had  let  “well 
ENOUGH  ALONE”  AS  HE  FOVtfft  IT  IN'  1830,  THE 
EVILS  WE  NOW  SUFFER  WOULD  H.'fVE  BEEN  SPARED 

us.  I do  not  believe  that  the  banks  would  have 
increased  beyond  the  wants  of  the  legitimate  busi- 
ness of  the  country.  Consequently,  speculations 
in  lands,  over  importations,  and  a surplus  revenue 
could  not  have  existed;  and  there  could  not  have 
been  any  necessity  for  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments. 

But  the  past  is  beyond  our  control.  We  may,  if 
we  will,  provide  for  the  future.  We  must  have  a 
general  currency;  gold  and  silver  for  its  basis,  and  a 
circulating  medium  equivalent  to  it.  The  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  the  power,  and  it  is 
its  duty  to  furnish  such  a currency.  It  is  idle  to 
suppose,  that  it  can  be  furnished  by  the  fluctuating 
legislation  of  twenty-six  independent  state  govern- 
ments. A3  well  might  we  suppose  that  the  move- 
ments of  an  army  could  be  judiciously  directed  by 
twenty-six  independent  generals,  or,  as  well  might 
we  say,  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
was  a supernumerary  machine,  and  that  all  the 
legislation  necessary  for  the  nation  could  be  fur- 
nished by  the  twenty -six  independent  state  legis- 
latures. 

I will  make  a single  remark  upon  the  loco  foco 
system.  I consider  this  system  a war  upon  labor 
and  industry,  and  upon  property,  which  is  the  off- 
spring of  industry.  Its  advocates  are  opposed  to  all 
banks;  and  what  despot  is  not;  and  for  the  very 
reason,  that  they  enable  the  people  to  have  a control 


over  their  own  labor  and  industry.  Were  the  subjects 
of  the  despots  of  the  old  world  permitted  to  have 
establishments  so  that  they  could  control  their  own 
labor  and  industry,  the  time  would  not  be  far  dis- 
tant when  they  would  shake  despotism  itself  to  its 
centre.  But,  be  this  as  it  may,  we  cannot  have 
an  exclusive  specie  currency;  and  for  the  best  of 
reasons:  that  is,  we  have  not  got,  neither  can  we 
have,  sufficient  gold  and  silver  for  the  purpose. 

But  banks,  to  be  most  useful,  must  be  regu- 
lated Fixed  rules  must  be  prescribed  for  their 
government,  or  else  they  will  become  the  tj'rants 
in  turn.  1 look  upon  a well  regulated  system  of  bank 
credits,  and  a tariff  system,  as  of  vital  importance  to 
the  labor  of  the  country . The  one  calls  it  into  ac- 
tive employment,  and  enhances  the  value  of  the 
productions  peculiar  to  the  country,  when  exported; 
the  other,  protects  it  from  foreign  competition  and 
interference,  with  such  as  are  common  to  other 
countries  as  well  as  our  own. 

Excuse  the  length  of  this  letter  and  bear  with 
me,  one  moment  while  I refer  more  particularly  to 
myself.  It  H--  Baiu  a,ilL  1 “ave  ctianged  my 
principles.  This  is  a mistake.  I am  not  aware  of 
any  change.  As  an  anti-mason,  I have  been  con- 
nected with  the  Jackson  party.  You  know,  sir, 
that  the  whigs  of  this  state  opposed  the  anti-ma- 
sons. The  consequence  was,  a union  of  the  anti- 
masonic  and  Jackson  parties.  It  was  a union  of 
men  and  not  of  principles;  or  rather  a union  of 
men  professing  different  principles.  The  object  of 
that  union  on  the  part  of  the  anti-masons  lias  been 
accomplished,  at  least  as  far  as  this  state  is  con- 
cerned. On  several  measures  of  general  policy,  I 
have  differed  with  the  Jackson  party,  I have  voted 
against  them  in  our  state  legislature  and  in  congress. 
Since  they  have  become  more  and  more  loco  fo- 
coish,  and  seem  determined  to  sink  or  swim  with 
this  new  system,  destructive  as  I think  it  is  to  the 
general  interest  of  the  country,  I shall  feel  it  my  duty 
to  express  my  sentiments,  by  giving  my  vote  against 
them  again.  Were  I to  do  otherwise,  I should  in- 
deed think  I had  changed  my  principles. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
WM.  SPRAGUE. 

Hon.  James  D’  Wolf,  Bristol. 


COLONEL  CLAIBORNE,  OF  MISS. 

From,  the  Columbus  (Miss.)  Democrat. 

We  stated  in  our  last,  in  reply  to  the  inquiries  of 
the  Argus,  that  col.  Claiborne  is  no  bank  man. — 
The  following  is  an  extract  from  his  address  to  the 
people  when  he  became  a candidate  two  years  ago: 

“I  am  in  favor  of  a specie  currency,  as  far  as  it 
is  practicable,  and  against  the  charter  of  a national 
bank,  not  only  on  account  of  its  unconstitutionality, 
but  on  the  general  principle,  that  all  monopolies  are 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  by  enrich- 
ing and  elevating  one  class  at  the  expense  of  ano- 
ther.” 

These  are  sound  doctrines,  and  we  guarantee  that 
col.  Claiborne  still  adheres  to  them.  It  is  not  the 
first  time  that  an  effort  has  been  made  on  the  eve  of 
an  election  to  hold  up  col.  Claiborne  as  a bank  man. 
The  same  game  was  played  in  the  last  canvass,  and 
was  promptly  and  indignantly  exposed  by  colonel 
Claiborne,  in  an  address  published  at  this  place,  and 
in  this  office. 

If  col.  Claiborne  is  known  for  any  thing,  it  is  for 
his  uniform  opposition  to  the  bank.  He  has  been 
opposed  step  by  step,  by  the  bank  party  at  Natchez, 
where  he  once  lived;  during  the  bank  panic  that 
followed  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  he  was  mob- 
bed with  gen.  Hinds  and  others,  by  the  bank  parti- 
zans  in  Natchez;  he  has  experienced  no  liberality 
or  justice  from  them,  and  we  know  that  he  will 
never  yield  one  inch  of  ground  which  he  has  gain- 
ed. We  now  tell  the  Argus,  once  for  all,  that  col. 
Claiborne  cannot  be  overthrown  by  such  strata- 
gems— tricks  resorted  to  on  the  eve  of  the  election. 
The  people  see  through  and  despise  such  atttempts. 
High-minded  men  of  all  parties  spurn  such  prac- 
tices. Colonel  Claiborne  is  known  and  respected 
throughout  the  state,  without  distinction  of  party. 
No  man  of  III*  age  in  thin  union  ia  hotter  known,  or 
has  brighter  prospects.  He  is  the  people’s  favorite; 
he  has  a place  in  their  fire-side  affections,  he  will 
be  triumphantly  elected,  again,  and  again;  and  the 
Argus  itself,  if  it  has  any  soul,  will  live  to  regret  its 
illiberal  effort  to  stop  the  brilliant  career  of  our 
young  representative. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  we  have  received 
the  following  letter  from  col.  Claiborne,  in  reply  to 
certain  gentlemen  of  this  place.  It  clinches  the  nail. 

col.  Claiborne’s  letter. 

Yazoo  county,  July  7,  1837. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  21st  ultimo,  ad- 
dressed to  the  editor  of  the  Clinton  Gazette,  has  just 
met  my  eye,  and  will  detain  me  one  moment  on  my 
tour  through  the  state. 


So  long  as  the  rumor  that  I had  declared  myself 
in  favor  of  a national  bank,  was  confined  to  the 
scurrilous  columns  of  a few  obscure  newspapers,  I 
treated  it  with  the  scorn  and  derision  it  deserved. — 
But  when  I find  that  statement  reiterated  under 
your  signatures,  I feel  bound  to  notice  it  so  far  as  to 
pronounce  the  man  who  originated  it,  a false  and 
infamous  calumniator. 

I have  never  believed  that  congress  had  the  con- 
stitutional power  to  establish  a bank.  It  is  no  where 
delegated,  and  however  other  gentlemen  may  shift 
their  political  opinions,  I adhere  to  the  good  old 
state  rights  doctrine  of  giving  to  the  constitution  a 
strict  and  literal  construction.  Under  no  circum- 
stances, gentlemen,  will  I vote  for  a bank. 

Let  me  hope  your  candidates  will  make  an  avowal 
to  the.  public,  either  one  way  or  the  other,  equally 
explicit.  Are  they  for  a bank  or  against  it?  Do 
they  give  to  the  constitution  a limited  or  a latitudi- 
narian  construction? 

I might  here,  with  propriety,  close  this  commu- 
nication. But  you  have  thought  proper  to  call  my 
colleague  and  myself  “the  advocates  of  Reuben  M. 
Whitney,  the  confidants  and  companions  of  Amos 
Kendall,  and  the  instruments  of  Thomas  H.  Benton, 
in  every  warfare  upon  the  currency,  and  every  at- 
tack upon  the  constitution  of  the  country,  which 
executive  corruption  may  require.” 

We  were  so  far  the  “advocates  of  Reuben  M. 
Whitney”  as  to  defend  him  in  his  right  of  trial  as 
an  American  citizen— a right  guaranteed  by  the 
constitution  to  every  man,  and  which  none  but  a 
tyrant,  or  a tyrant’s  slave,  would  endeavor  to  de- 
prive him  of.  I glory  in  the  course  that  I pursued 
on  that  occasion,  and  nine-tenths  of  my  constitu- 
ents will  sustain  it.  I am  proud  of  the  course  my 
colleague  pursued  on  that  trial,  and  of  the  honor  and 
distinction  he  obtained. 

We  were  the  “companions  and  confidants”  of  the 
postmaster  general  so  far  as  it  was  necessary  to 
consult  with  him  as  to  the  mail  arrangements  in 
Mississippi.  The  result  of  that  companionship  has 
been  the  diffusion  of  mail  facilities,  of  post  routes, 
and  stage  coaches  throughout  our  state;  and  our 
constituents  now  have  an  opportunity  of  receiving, 
what  I hope,  gentlemen,  you  would  not  suppress, 
correct  political  intelligence  from  all  quarters  of  the 
union. 

We  may  have  been  the  “instruments”  of  Thomas 
H.  Benton  in  the  noble  cause  for  which  he  has  so 
long  labored — the  reduction  of  the  price  of  public 
lands  and  of  the  tariff;  measures,  gentlemen,  of  vi- 
tal interest  to  every  man  in  Mississippi,  and  which, 
at  the  last  session  of  congress,  as  on  former  occa- 
sions, were  defeated  by  the  votes  of  your  political 
friends,  the  nullifiers  of  South  Carolina,  in  con- 
junction with  the  federalists  of  the  north.  We 
may  have  been  the  humble  coadjutors,  “instru- 
ments,” if  you  will  have  it  so,  of  this  great  man, 
in  endeavoring  to  bring  down  the  revenue  to  the 
wants  of  the  government,  to  relieve  the  people  from 
taxation,  and  to  preserve  the  constitution  as  our 
fathers  established  it.  You  are  too  well  informed, 
gentlemen,  not  to  be  aware,  that  we  differed  with 
Mr.  Benton  in  some  of  his  views  of  the  currency, 
and  that  we  voted  for  Mr.  Rives’  bill,  which  was  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  theory  of  Mr.  Benton.  You 
well  know  too,  that  we  opposed  the  treasury  order. 
Whether  we  were  right  in  either  case,  is  now,  in 
my  opinion,  very  problematical. 

I doubt,  gentlemen,  whether  you  can  induce  the 
people  of  this  country,  to  believe  that  men  as  deep- 
ly interested  in  its  prosperity,  in  the  soil  itself,  as 
we  are,  would  voluntarily  make  war  on  the  curren- 
cy, and  bring  ruin  upon  the  country,  and  on  our- 
selves. I have  too  high  an  opinion  of  your  intelli- 
gence tc  suppose  that  you  yourselves  cherish  any 
such  belief.  You  are  heartily  welcome,  however, 
to  make  the  experiment.  I have  the  honor  to  be, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  H,  CLAIBORNE. 

To  Henry  Dickinson,  Benjamin  Estes,  J.  W.  Brick- 
well,  P.  E.  Grant,  J.  A.  Parker,  esqs. 

From  the  Jackson  Mississippian. 

APPEAL  TO  THE  FREEMEN  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 

Fellow  citizens:  During  the  canvass  which  is 
just  over,  a preconcerted  effort  was  made  to  misre- 
present me  on  the  currency  question.  A thousand 
rumors  were  set  afloat  with  a view  of  injuring  me 
with  both  parties.  In  Natchez  I was  daily  repre- 
sented as  an  agrarian,  a New  York  loco  foco,  op- 
posed to  all  banks,  and  disposed  to  make  war  even 
on  vested  rights  and  chartered  corporations.  In 
Columbus,  with  the  view  of  drawing  off  from  me 
the  stern  and  patriotic  democracy  of  the  northern 
and  eastern  counties,  the  opposition  press  held  me 
up  as  a bank  man.  I was  a vigilant  but  silent  ob- 
server of  those  illiberal  and  ungenerous  efforts. 
Tbo  object  wae  to  kill  me  off  unheard,  or  to  force 
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from  me  a circular  which  would  have  been  per- 
verted, misrepresented,  magnified  or  suppressed, 
as  circumstances  might  warrant.  Knowing  well, 
that  in  the  brief  interval  between  the  issuing  of  the 
writ  and  the  holding  of  the  election,  I should  have 
no  time  to  vindicate  myself,  I preferred- to  bear  up 
through  the  canvass  against  these  conflicting  re- 
ports. The  election  is  over,  but  my  enemies  are 
still  active  and  busy.  They  charge  me  with  in- 
consistency and  deception  on  the  bank  question. 
With  a full  sense  of  the  responsibility  incurred,  I 
pronounce  the  charge  false,  and  throw  it  in  the 
teeth  of  any  man  who  asserts  it.  My  views  on  the 
bank  question,  and  on  the  causes  of  the  embarrass- 
ment pervading  the  country,  have  always  been 
open  and  undisguised.  I have  expressed  them  ver- 
bally wherever  I went,  and  by  letter  to  friends  and 
foes,  whenever  desired,  in  many  counties  in  the 
state,  during  the  late  canvass.  I only  visited  two 
counties.  What  my  course  was  may  be  seen  from 
the  following  hanaDin,  wnicn  was  posted  up  in 
Port  Gibson  on  the  days  of  election.  r 

CLAIBORNE  AGAINST  A NATIONAL  BANK. 

Jackson , July  13,  1837. 

To  the  committee  of  whig  correspondence  for  Clai- 
borne county. 

You  are  aware,  gentlemen,  that  Mr.  Claiborne, 
one  of  the  candidates  for  congress,  is  extensively 
reported  to  be  in  favor  of  chartering  a bank  by 
congress,  or  of  rechartering  the  present  bank  of 
the  United  States.  In  this  view  of  his  politics,  you 
are  entirely  mistaken.  He  is  yet  opposed  to  the 
chartering  of  a bank  by  congress,  on  constitutional 
grounds,  and,  in  the  presence  of  general  Foote, 
judge  Winchester  and  S.  M.  Grayson,  esq.  and 
many  others,  he  this  day  declared  himself  opposed 
to  any  such  measure,  till  a change  was  effected  in 
the  constitution.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  contest 
his  doctrines  in  this  communication;  but  as  con- 
gress, at  the  ensuing  session,  is  expected  to  adopt 
important  measures  in  regard  to  the  currency  of  the 
country,  it  is  right  that,  in  selecting  representatives, 
we  should  not  be  mistaken  in  their  views. 

Respectfully,  &c.  JAMES  H.  MAURY. 

This  statement  represents  me  truly.  It  repre- 
sents the  posture  that  I assumed  at  the  outset  of  the 
campaign,  and  maintained  throughout.  I am  op- 
posed in  every  shape  and  form  to  the  late  bank  of 
the  United  States — to  its  charter  as  in  violation  of 
the  constitution;  to  the  monopoly  of  its  stock  by 
foreigners,  and  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  con- 
ducted. No  human  power  could  induce  me  to  vote 
for  the  recharter  of  that  bank  under  any  circum- 
stances, or  iur  me  esiauilsiiment  of  a national  bank 
of  any  kind,  under  the  present  constitution.  As  a 
planter  on  an  extensive  scale,  l feel  this  pressure  as 
sensible  as  any  man,  in  the  low  price  of  cotton,  in 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  supplies,  in  the  suspen- 
sion of  payments,  and  the  utter  worthlessness  of 
our  hitherto  undoubted  securities.  A national  bank 
has  been  presented  as  the  only  remedy.  Not  a day 
has  intervened  for  three  weeks  that  I have  not  re- 
ceived some  argument,  some  touching  appeal  from 
distant  fiiends  and  intelligent  neighbors  in  favor  of 
this  remedy;  and  with  the  most  anxious  solicitude 
I have  scrutinized  my  own  opinions  and  searched 
the  federal  constitution,  word  by  word,  but  in  vain, 
to  find  some  warranty  for  such  an  institution.  As 
before  hinted,  my  engagements  prevented  me  from 
making  a tour  through  the  state,  but  wherever  I 
did  go,  the  community  distinctly  understood  my 
opinions.  Perhaps  they  were  as  well  known  as 
any  other  candidate. 

But  the  opposition  press  quote  my  letter  publish- 
ed in  the  Port  Gibson  Correspondent,  in  relation  to 
the  address  of  governor  Hamilton,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  charge  me  with  inconsistency. 

That  letter  was  one  of  several  on  private  busi- 
ness, written  to  a friend,  in  which  I incidentally  ad- 
verted to  political  matters.  _ It  was  not  intended  for 
publication  and  written  with  no  view  of  affecting 
the  then  approaching  election.  That  friend  had  re- 
peatedly urged  me,  in  the  present  awful  state  of 
national  distress,  to  advocate  a bank,  for  the  sake 
of  the  country.  To  his  powerful  appeals,  I opposed 
my  constitutional  scruples;  and  assured  him  that 
“neither  my  principles  or  feelings,  at  such  a junc- 
ture of  panic  and  pressure,  when  the  democratic 
party  was  supposed  to  be  in  the  condition  of  a rout- 
ed army,  would  allow  me  to  go  over  to  the  opposi- 
tion on  the  bank  question,  and  join  in  the  pursuit.” 
When  the  letter  of  governor  Hamilton  appeared,  I 
gave  it  a hasty  perusal,  viewed  it  as  a noble  defence 
of  the  late  and  present  administration,  and  wrote  the 
letter,  an  extract  from  which  appears  in  the  Port 
Gibson  Correspondent.  It  was  suffered  to  be  pub- 
lished by  a friend  whose  pure  and  generous  spirit 
did  not  apprehend  the  animadversions  it  would  oc- 
casion. 

I do  not  regret  its  publication,  since  it  gives  me 
an  opportunity,  on  the  eve  of  my  departure  from 


the  state,  of  declaring  my  sentiments.  1 approve 
the  wffiole  lone  of  governor  Hamilton’s  letter,  his 
bold  and  manly  defence  of  the  administration 
against  the  electioneering  slang  of  the  day;  his 
rebuke  ot  Mr.  Biddle  and  his  mercenary  press;  his 
appeal  to  congress  to  meet  in  a conciliatory  spirit, 
and  his  warning  voice,  that  unless  this  currency 
question  be  adjusted,  it  must  end  in  a pecuniary 
ruin  and  bloodshed!  I admire  the  magnanimity  of 
the  man;  I commend  bis  enlightened  and  philoso- 
phic spirit.  The  asperity  with  which  I hear  him 
denounced  by  those  with  whom,  yesterday,  “his 
word  would  have  stood  against  the  world” — the 
charge  of  treachery  now  made  by  the  whig  press 
of  the  north  against  him — the  invidious  assaults  at 
this  moment  being  made  on  his  reputation  by  the 
slaves  and  mercenaries  of  Nicholas  Biddle — all 
commend  him  to  the  mass  of  the  people  as  a libe- 
ral, patriotic  and  enlightened  statesman.  So  far  as 
I remember  the  tenor  of  his  letter,  I concur  entire- 
V Y '^s  t°ne  and  spirit,  but  cannot  adopt  the  reme- 
dy he  suggests  the. recharter  the  United  States 

bank.  1 hat  proposition  will  never  receive  

I will,  however,  take  my  seat  in  congress  with 
the  conviction  that  something  must  be  done  for  the 
country — some  financial  system  must  be  adopted. 
I am  free  to  confess,  as  I ever  have,  that  the  pre- 
sent system  of  depositing  the  public  moneys  is  a 
bad  one,  owing  to  tile  multiform  character  of  the 
charters  and  the  rotten  condition  of  many  of  the 
state  banks.  Those  institutions,  too,  fostered  and 
strengthened  by  the  use  of  the  public  funds,  are 
stimulated  to  extravagant  issues,  and  nine  times 
out  of  ten  become  the  mere  instruments  of  specu- 
lators, or  the  engines  of  political  factions;  thus  ren- 
dering themselves  obnoxious  to  the  very  same  ob- 
jection, so  justly  urged  against  the  United  States 
bank.  I am  no  financier,  nor  can  I undertake  to 
predict  the  character  of  the  measures  that  the  exe 
cutive  will  recommend  to  congress.  That  they  will 
he  conservative  and  salutaiy,  there  can  he  no  doubt. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  is  astatesman  of  patriotic  and  com- 
prehensive views.  He  well  knows  the  actual  and 
suffering  situation  of  all  classes  of  the  community 
—and  the  necessity— the  absolute  necessity— ofadopt- 
ing  some  plan  for  the  relief  of  the  country,  the  re- 
storation of  confidence  in  the  commercial  world. 


and  the  regulation  of  the  currency.  Whether  he 
will  recommend  a national  bank  sanctioned  by  an 
amendment  of  the  constitution,  to  be  owned  jointly 
by  the  state  and  by  the  federal  government  free  from 
foreign  influence  and  executive  control,  is  not  for 
me  to  determine.  I have  good  authority  for  be- 
lieving that  Mr.  Van  Buren  does  not  run  into  the 
ultraism  of  an  exclusive  metallic  circulation:  nor  do 
I know  any  prominent  member  of  the  democratic 
party  who  cherishes  any  such  Utopian  vision.  I 
believe  that  Mr.  Rives,  in  his  admirable  speech  of 
the  last  session  of  congress,  truly  interpreted  the 
opinions  on  the  currency  of  nine-tenths  of  the 
friends  of  the  administration.  His  views  were 


sanctioned  and  sustained  with  extraordinary  ability 
by  our  own  distinguished  senator,  (Mr.  Walker), 
and  by  other-  gentlemen  standing  equally  high  in 
the  estimation  of  the  executive  and  the  country.  I 
feel  hound,  too,  to  say  that  Mr.  Benton  is  misunder- 
stood or  misrepresented  on  this  subject.  The  peo- 
ple have  been  induced  to  believe  that  he  was  de- 
termined to  annihilate  our  paper  circulation  at  a 
blow,  and  to  substitute  nothing  but  bullion  in  its 
place.  This  is  all  electioneering  slang,  employed 
to  traduce  a great  man,  and  to  embarrass  the  ad- 
ministration. Mr.  Benton  is  engaged  in  a great  re- 
form THE  REFORM  OF  BANKING  ABUSES — and  the 
history  of  his  life  proves  that  he  will  carry  out  hi= 
mighty  work,  in  despite  of  detraction  and  ridicule. 
His  great  principle  is  to  diminish  the  paper  and  in- 
crease the  specie  circulation.  He  would  .break  up 
the  rotten  system  of  banking  on  fictitious  capital 
which  prevails  in  the  state,  and  substitute  the  pre- 
cious metals  for  the  every  day  uses  of  trade,  with 
paper  for  commercial  purposes,  convertible,  at  any 
moment  into  gold  and  silver.  The  only  difference 
between  Mr.  Benton  and  other  distinguished  friends 
ot  the  administration,  is  in  the  time"in  which  this 
salutary  change  is  proposed  to  he  accomplished. 
As  an  humble  member  of  the  parly,  I believe  he 
was  inclined  to  affect  this  amelioration  in  the  cur- 
rency at  too  rapid  a rate;  I believed  that  a hank  or 
fiscal  agent  of  some  kind,  preceded  by  an  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution,  might  be  necessary  for  a 
tew  years^  But  from  the  developments  now  be- 
fore me,  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  opposition 
press  which,  for  the  first  time  in  two  months,  I 
have  leisure  to  review,  I am  satisfied  there  is  a de- 
T3-ri^!natl<?  — party  to  force  Nocholas 

Biddle  and  his  infamous  machine  upon  the  country. 
Not  satisfied  with  the  willingness  of  many  demo- 
crats to  surrender  something  of  theory,  and  to  put 
in  operation  for  a limited  term,  a national  bank, 
to  bring  about  a resumption  of  specie  payments — 


not  satisfied  with  this  compromise,  they  charge  the 
executive  with  having  brought  ruin  upon  the  coun- 
try, and  demand,  as  the  atonement,  the  unconditional 
charter  of  the  late  United  States  bank!  This 
atonement  will  never  he  made.  The  price  of  apos- 
tacy  will  never  be  paid  for  their  support.  The  de- 
mocracy of  this  union  will  unite,  and  carry  out 
with  irresistible  energy  the  work  of  reform.  Their 
state  legislatures  will  search  into  and  expose  the 
heartless  and  fraudulent  proceedings  of  those  cor- 
porations, chartered  for  the  benefit  ol  the  commu- 
nity, that  have  been  monopolized  by  Shylocks, 
speculators,  and  commission  merchants.  Congress 
will  commence  its  duties  by  reducing  the  taxes;  by 
razeeing  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  by  taking  every  necessary  step  to  in- 
crease the  circulation  of  a standard  and  uniform 
currency.  That  party  which  arrogates  to  itself  all 
the  wealth,  all  the  talents,  and  all  the  decency,  will 
soon  learn  that  the  moral  energies  of  this  nation  are 
not  vested  exclusively  in  themselves,  but  in  that 
great  mass  who  derive  no  practical  benefit  from 
of  a>*y  kind.  I he  people  are  rapidly 
becoming  sensible  of  their  own  power.  The  work- 
ingman, the  small  farmer,  the  mechanic,  is  gradual- 
ly  assuming  his  proper  station  in  society,  from 
which  he  has  been  heretofore  excluded;  and,  for  the 
first  time,  our  professional  orders  and  mercantile 
nobility  are  beginning  to  know  that  this  is  a go- 
vernment of  equal  rights.  It  is  the  commence- 
ment of  a new  and  fortunate  era.  It  has  been  ! 

brought  about  by  the  spread  of  knowledge,  the  !: 

spirit  of  free  inquiry,  and  the  excesses  of  those 
that  have  fortified  themselves  with  banks  to  tres- 
pass on  the  interests  of  the  many.  It  was  Mr.  j 
Biddle  who,  in  his  address  at  Princeton,  compared  !j 
the  people  of  this  country  to  “a  troop  of  banditti,  I 
unprincipled  and  uninformed.”  But  he  will  soon 
learn  that  they  know  their  rights.  I do  not  hesi- 
tate to  say  that  in  less  than  three  years  from  this 
time,  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  three 
great  measures,  of  more  importance  to  the  people 
than  all  our  previous  legislation,  will  be  carried. — 

I mean  the  cutting  down  the  tariff'  on  salt,  leather, 
woollen  and  other  fabrics  consumed  by  all  portions 
of  the  community;  the  reduction  of  the  price  of 
public  land,  in  favor  of  actual  settlers,  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  a currency  equivalent  to  gold  and 
silver.  It  is  time,  indeed,  that  something  should 
be  done  lor  the  laboring  man.  We  hear  a good 
deal  of  him  just  before  an  election,  but  let  a philo- 
sopher examine  our  laws,  and  he  would  conclude 
that  there  was  not  a poor  man  in  the  country. — 
Every  necessary  of  life  has  been  taxed:  the  “free 
trade”  for  which  we  fought  has  not  been  granted 
us,  and  the  very  soil  which  our  fathers  conquered 
is  reserved  for  the  use  of  those  that  have  money. — 
The  eurrency  which  was  intended  as  a fair  mea- 
sure of  value,  in  the  exchange  of  products,  has' 
been  perverted  by  the  machinery  of  banks  into  a 
means  of  making  the  “ rich  richer,  and  the  poor 
poorer.”  All  this  is  the  result  of  opposition  coun- 
cils. 

They  established  the  tariff,  and  refused  to  reduce 
it.  They  have  defeated  every  attempt  made  by 
general  Jackson  and  Benton  and  Walker,  to  bring 
down  the  price  of  public  land.  They  established 
that  gigantic  bank— that  bastard  of  a violated  con- 
stitution— which  became  the  property  of  British 
lords,  and  appropriated  to  itself  the  sacred  fund 
provided  by  congres»to  support  the  soldiers  of  the 
revolution  in  their  declining  hours.  These  councils 
must  no  longer  prevail. 

For  myself,  I never  voted  for  any  bank,  state  or 
national.  When  in  the  legislature,  I protested  on 
the  journals,  against  the  passage  of  a hill  incorpo- 
rating one  in  the  county  from  which  I came.  I 
have  always  viewed  them,  in  the  abstract,  as  unfa- 
vorable to  human  liberty  and  national  prosperity; 
and  nothing  short  of  necessity,  imperious,  absolute, 
unavoidable  necessity,  to  relieve  the  country  from 
impending  bankruptcy,  and  to  swallow  up,  and 
sweep  off,  the  hundred  shaving  machines  scattered 
throughout  the  union,  without  any  actual  capital, 
could  induce  me  to  vote  for  a bank,  to  endure  only 
for  a short  term  of  years,  tied  up  by  every  possible 
restriction,  and  sanctioned  by  the  constitution. 
Such  an  alternative  may  or  may  not  be  presented. 

I believe  the  administration  will  suggest  other  and 
better  remedies.  Be  this  as  it  may,  after  the  obli- 
gations of  my  oath,  my  first  duty  is  to  the  people  of 
Mississippi,  and  their  interest  I will  keep  constant- 
ly in  view.  I shall  return  to  them  unwillingly,  un- 
less something  he  accomplished  for  their  relief. 

Fellow  citizens:  Gn  the  eve  of  my  departure  for 
the  high  and  honorable  post  to  which  you  have 
called  me  by  an  overwhelming  vote,  I appeal  to 
you  for  justice.  I have  been  misrepresented  every 
where  by  those  who  well  knew  I had  no  time  to 
put  my  vindication  in  your  hands.  From  the  com- 
mencement of  my  career,  I have  encountered  the 
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most  vindictive  opposition,  even  in  ttie  place  ol  my 
birth,  because  I have  not  meanly  cowered  before 
the  influence  of  numbers.  Thus  tar,  I have  been 
sustained.  My  appeals  to  you,  from  the  injustice 
of  my  enemies,  nave  never  been  made  in  vain. 
That  I have  been  true  to  yon,  and  to  the  great  prm- 
ciples  of  democracy,  your  verdict,  just  rendered  at 
the  election,  triumphantly  proves.  That  I will 
remain  faithful  to  both,  let  the  future  determine. 

Very  respectfully,  your  fellow  citizen. 

JOHN  F.  H.  CLAIBORNE. 
Madisonville,  July  27,  1837 . 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

From  the  Mobile  Commercial  Register. 

The  following  letter  from  the  postmaster  general 
to  Mr.  Garrow  of  this  city,  we  copy  from  last  even- 
ing’s Register.  The  course  of  Mr.  Kendall  we  sus- 
tafn  in  this  particular.  There  should  be  no  depar- 
ture from  the  law  of  the  land.  The  establishment 
of  such  a precedent  as  the  memorialists  wished, 
would  be  very  dangerous  to  the  operations  ot  the 
government. 

Post  office  department,  July  27,  1837. 

Sir:  Some  days  ago,  I received  a memorial  sign- 
ed by  many  of  the  citizens  of  Mobile,  stating  that 
Ward  Taylor,  esq.  mail  contractor,  was  willing  to 
obligate  himself  to  receive  for  his  services,  current 
bank  notes,  and  asking  my  assent  to  an  arrangement 
by  which  he  should  agree  to  take  such  paper  from 
you,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  you  to  receive  it 
of  them  for  postages. 

I presume  the  memorialists  did  not  reflect,  that 
in  making  such  a proposition,  they  ask  me  to  sanc- 
tion a direct  violation  of  laws  which  it  is  my  sworn 
duty  to  see  faithfully  executed.  Not  only  is  the 
coin  of  the  United  States  the  currency  obviously 
meant  by  the  laws  which  prescribe  the  rates  of  post- 
age, but  every  officer  of  the  United  States,  postmas- 
ters included,  is  positively  forbidden  to  offer  in  pay- 
ment any  bank  not®  which  is  not  redeemable  and 
redeemed  on  demand  in  gold  and  silver.  No  order 
of  mine  could  make  it  lawful  for  you  to  accept  for 
postages  less  than  the  rate  fixed  by  law,  by  receiv- 
ing depreciated  notes,  or  offer  such  notes  in  pay- 
ment, even  if  the  contractor  had  bound  himself  to 
receive  them.  It  is  therefore  impossible  for  me  to 
sanction,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  arrangement 
which  the  memorialists  propose. 

But  had  I power  to  sanction  such  arrangements, 
their  expediency  is  more  than  questionable.  The 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  country  have  furnished 
a standard  of  value  in  gold  and  silver  as  immutable 
as  the  wisdom  of  man  has  yet  been  able  to  advise. 
By  this  standard  are  all  contracts  for  mail  service 
made.  The  regularity  and  efficiency  cf  the  service 
depend  essentially  on  the  rate  and  certainty  of  com- 
pensation. If  there  were  a general  departure  from 
that  standard,  and  were  the  quarterly  dues  of  the 
contractors  paid,  even  with  their  own  consent,  in  a 
currency  largely  depreciated,  and  every  day  fluctu- 
ating in  value,  it  would  undoubtedly  jj^ave  a most 
deleterious  effect  on  the  service.  The  character  of 
the  compensation  would  be  made  an  excuse  for  ir- 
regularity and  failure,  and  the  department,  consci- 
ous that  this  injustice  had  been  wrought  by  its  own 
consent,  would  not  be  able,  with  the  same  alacrity 
and  consciousness  of  right,  to  enforce  a punctual 
performance.  Thus  would  it  never  be  relaxed,  and 
the  confusion  and  demoralization  of  the  currency 
would  pervade  the  whole  mail  establishments,  to 
the  incalculable  injury  of  the  memorialists  and  the 
whole  community. 

I am  persuaded  that  on  reflection,  every  discreet 
citizen  of  Mobile  would  prefer  encountering  a tem- 
porary inconvenience  in  the  payment  of  postage,  to 
the  evil  which  would  be  produced  by  a departure 
from  the  standard  of  value  which  the  laws  and  consti- 
tution prescribe;  and  throwing  our  mail  contractors 
for  compensation  on  the  varying  paper  medium 
issued  from  a thousand  corporations  and  other  pro- 
lific sources,  to  the  injury  of  all  regular  business, 
and  the  disgrace  of  our  country.  At  least,  being 
satisfied  myself,  that  the  public  interest  require  an 
inflexible  adherence  to  the  legal  standard  of  value, 
and  to  the  plighted  faith  of  the  department,  I can 
neither  sanction  the  violation  of  existing  laws  to 
obviate  a temporary  inconvenience,  nor  recommend 
their  alteration  so  as  to  effect  the  objects  of  the 
memorial. 

The  only  remedy,  it  is  believed,  which  will  not 
produce  more  evils  than  it  can  cure,  is  a speedy 
return  of  the  banks  to  specie  payment— a measure 
which  would  instantly  remove  all  the  inconveni- 
ences of  which  the  memorialists  complain,  in  a 
manner  as  compatible  with  law  as  it  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  best  interests  of  society. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obd’t  serv’t, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 

S.  H.  Garrow,  esq.  P.  M.  Mobile,  Ala. 


IMPOSITION  AT  LAST  PUT  DOWN. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Mercantile  Advertiser. 

Pursuant  to  a resolution  of  the  common  coun- 
cil of  this  city,  the  mayor  has  been  for  some  days 
in  correspondence  with  the  public  authorities  of  the 
towns  along  the  Hackensack  river — soliciting  them 
to  prevent  the  smugglers  of  alien  passengers,  from 
fraudulently  landing  tnem  from  lighters  in  the  ter- 
ritories bordering  said  river,  8tc.  In  consequence 
of  which,  after  vigilant  and  persevering  attention, 
they  yesterday  observed  that  the  lighter  Madison, 
from  Perth  Amboy,  capt.  Gilman,  with  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  of  the  passengers  of  the  British 
brig  Rosebank,  had  arrived  near  the  railroad  cross- 
ing. Whereupon  the  said  public  authorities  and 
their  friends,  resolutely  and  manfully  opposed  and 
prevented  the  landing  of  said  passengers— ordered 
the  vessel  and  passengers  back  into  the  kills — and 
as  the  captain  found  he  was  about  to  be  seized,  and 
that  he  would  be  required  to  bond  for  all  the  passen- 
gers, &c.  be  fled  away,  left  his  lighter  to  the  pas- 
sengers, and  they  went  away  with  her!  We  are 
informed  that  the  authorities  of  the  cities  of  New- 
ark and  Jersey  City,  Have  also  determined  that  they 
will  no  longer  allow  a passage  through  their  cities 
for  smugglers — and  that  the}'  will  not  countenance 
the  continuance  of  past  impositions  upon  N.  York, 
by  the  hucksterers  of  and  traders  and  speculators  in 
foreigners. 


City  and  county 
of  New  York,  ss 
from  Ireland,  bein 


John  Roach,  at  present  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  late 
duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and 
say,  that  his  brother  who  lives  in  New  York,  paid 
his  passage  from  Liverpool  to  this  city,  in  the  ship 
Celia,  John  Black , master,  that  himself  and  the 
other  passengers,  220  in  number,  were  landed  at 
Amboy,  afterwards  put  on  board  two  schooners  em 
ployed  for  that  purpose  by  a Mr.  Herdman,  one  of 
the  firm  of  Herdman  & Keenan,  and  sent  to  Hack- 
ensack bridge,  where  they  were  landed,  that  said 
Herdman  gave  deponent  three  small  silver  pieces, 
which  he  believes  to  be  a ten,  a five,  and  a twelve 
cent  piece,  to  pay  his  expenses  from  Hackensack 
bridge  to  N.  York,  that  he  walked  from  thence  to 
Jersey  City  and  came  over  in  the  steamboat  to  this 
place,  that  said  Herdman  gave  several  of  the  pas- 
sengers tickets  to  get  money  at  his  office  in  New 
York,  stating  that  he  had  no  more  money  with  him, 
that  he  has  understood  several  of  the  passengers  ob 
tained  money,  some  half  a dollar,  some  less,  that 
deponent  received  two  shillings  at  Herdsman’s  of- 
fice, is  a laborer,  and  now  stays  with  his  brother, 
96  Cedar  street,  who  is  also  a laborer. 

his 

JOHN  i>d  ROACH, 
mark. 

Sworn  July  1,  1837,  before  me, 

JNO.  AHERN,  N.  public. 


City  and  county  j Mary  McLoughlin,  wife  of 
of  New  York,  ss.  j Patrick  McLoughlin,  of  Stan 
ton  street,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say 
that  on  the  7th  of  March,  1837,  deponent,  in  com- 
pany with  her  said  husband,  paid  at  the  office  of 
the  Messrs.  Douglas  Robinson  & Co.  the  sum  of  48 
dollars,  (for  which  she  now  exhibits  a receipt)  that 
the  said  sum  wras  paid  for  the  passage  of  Thomas, 
Edward,  and  Rose  McLoughlin,  her  children,  and 
Mathew  Fagan  her  brother,  from  Liverpool  to  the 
port  of  New  York,  that  she  understands,  and  verily 
believes,  that  her  children  are  now  on  board  of  the 
ship  Phebe,  at  Amboy,  where  she  and  her  husband 
have  sent  a friend  to  inquire,  that  she  understands 
the  small  pox  prevails  among  the  passengers,  and 
she  cannot  get  her  children  from  on  board  the  said 
vessel,  that  yesterday  she  applied  to  Mr.  Robinson’s 
office,  where  she  was  informed  that  they  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  said  vessel,  andgave  deponent  direc- 
tions to  26  Broad  street,  w'here  she  applied,  the  per- 
sons there  stated  they  knew  nothing  relative  to  the 
ship,  and  gave  her  directions  to  98  Front  st.,  where 
she  was  answered  in  the  same  way.  Finding  she 
could  not  obtain  any  satisfaction,  and  not  knowing 
how  to  get  her  children  here,  she  was  advised  by 
her  friends  to  apply  to  the  mayor  of  the  city,  who 
would  put  her  in  the  way  of  bringing  them  to  her 
home ; and  she  now  comes  for  that  purpose,  to  be 
so  informed. 

MARY  McLOUGHLIN. 
Sworn  Aug.  4th,  1837,  before  me, 

JNO.  AHERN,  Notary  public. 


employed  as  assistant  engineer  on  the  grand  canal 
Ballanhasloe,  to  Dublin;  which  situation  he  had 
held  for  the  last  thirteen  years,  at  a salary  of  one 
round  one  shilling  sterling  per  week,  besides  a 
louse  and  an  acre  of  ground  or  more;  in  which  si- 
tuation he  lived  respectably  and  comfortably  with 
his  family;  and  should  have  continued  to  do  so  had 
he  not  been  induced  by  the  false  representations 
held  out  to  his  countrymen  generally,  in  an  evil 
hour  to  quit  his  employment,  his  home  and  his 
friends,  to  come  to  this  country,  under  an  expecta- 
tion that  with  his  acquirements  in  civil  engineering, 
he  should  soon  become  a wealthy  man. 

And  this  deponent  further  says,  that  there  were 
hand  bills,  placarded  on  every  corner,  tree  and  pump 
and  public  place  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  for  40  or 
50  miles  in  the  surrounding  country,  stating,  in  sub- 
stance, that  the  people  were  fools  not  to  leave  the 
country,  where  there  was  nothing  but  poverty  star- 
ing them  in  the  face.  That  laborers  were  so  much 
wanted  in  America,  thateven  women  were  employ- 
ed to  work  at  men’s  work — that  work  was  plenty 
in  America,  and  wages  high,  to  wit,  9 or  10  shillings 
a day,  British  money,  and  his  diet.  And  deponent 
further  says,  that  William  Wiley  of  Dublin,  the 
agent  of  Rawson  and  McMurray  of  New  York,  told 
this  deponent  that  he,  deponent  could  get  ten  pounds 
British  money  per  month,  and  his  diet  as  wages; 
that  every  one  was  on  a perfect  equality  in  Ame- 
rica; that.the  common  laboring  man  received  high 
wages,  and  sat  at  the  same  table  and  eat  with  his 
master,  and  gave  deponent  such  a glowing  descrip- 
tion of  the  wealth  of  America,  and  that  with  ease, 
an  independent  fortune  could  be  made;  that  he,  (de- 
ponent) determined  to  relinquish  his  situation  on 
the  grand  canal,  and  bring  his  family  to  America, 
expecting,  and  so  stated  to  his  employer,  that  he 
might  expect  to  see  him  return  again  in  three  years 
a rich  man. 

And  this  deponent  further  states,  that  there  is  one 
r more  agent  in  every  principal  town  in  Ireland, 
who  receives  a commission  for  collecting  and  for- 
warding emigrants  to  Liverpool,  where  they  take 
ship  for  America. 

And  this  deponent  further  says,  that  he  arrived 
i n this  city  in  the  ship  Troy,  capt.  Allen,  on  the  16th 
day  of  June  last  past,  with  204  passengers,  that  a 
majority  of  them  were  men  in  good  employment  at 
home,  and  lived  comfortably  and  contented,  until 
these  passenger  agents  appeared  in  the  country,  a 
great  part  of  whom  have  already  returned  home  to 
Ireland,  disappointed  and  disgusted  at  the  gross  im- 
positions that  had  been  practised  upon  them.  That 
deponent  is  now  without  means  for  the  support  of 
himself  and  family,  and  has  no  employment,  and 
has  already  suffered  great  deprivation  since  he  arri- 
ved in  this  country;  and  is  now  soliciting  means  to 
enable  him  to  return  with  his  family  home  to  Ire- 
land. MICIl’L.  GUAGAN. 

Sworn,  this  3d  day  of  Aug.  1837,  before  me 
JOHN  V.  GREENFIELD,  Aid.  9th  Ward. 


Y) 

3-5 


Michael  Gau- 
gans,  at  present  in 


State  of  New  York.  City 

AND  COUNTY  OF  N.  lrORK,  S3 

the  city  of  New  York,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  de 
po3e  and  say,  that  he  is  a native  of  Ireland,  and  last 
resided  in  the  city  of  Dublin  in  Ireland,  previous  to 
his  coming  to  this  country  with  his  family,  consist- 
ing  of  himself,  wife,  son  and  daughter.  That  up 
to  the  time  of  his  coming  to  this  country  he  was 


LAFAYETTE.— ARNOLD’S  TREASON. 

From  “Memoirs,  Correspondence  and  Manu- 
scripts of  Lafayette”  published  by  his  family  the 
following  particulars  relating  to  Arnold’s  treason 
are  extracted. 

“During  that  year,  a conference  took  place  at 
Hart  foul,  in  Connecticut,  between  the  French  ge- 
nerals and  general  Washington,  accompanied  by 
general  Lafayette  and  general  Knox;  (hey  resolved 
to  send  the  American  colonel  Laurens,  charged  to 
solicit  new  succors,  and  above  all,  a superiority 
of  force  in  the  navy.  On  their  return  from  this 
conference,  the  conspiracy  of  Arnold  was  discover- 
ed. General  Washington  would  still  have  found 
that  general  in  his  quarters,  if  chance,  or  rather  the 
desire  of  showing  Lafayette  the  fort  of  West  Point 
constructed  in  his  absence,  had  not  induced  him  to 
repair  thither  before  proceeding  fo  Robinson's 
house,  in  which  general  Arnold  then  resided 

“Historians  have  rendered  a detailed  account  of 
the  treachery  of  Arnold.  When  at  his  own  request 
the  command  of  West  Point  was  confided  to  him’ 
he  urged  general  Washington  to  inform  him  what 
means  of  information  he  possessed  at  New  Yorh 
Ke  made  the  same  request  to  Lafayette,  who  acci’ 
dentally  had  several  upon  his  own  account  and  to 
the  other  officers  who  commanded  near  the  enemy’s 
line.  All  these  generals  foitunately  considered 
themselves  bound  by  the  promise  of  secrecy  (bev 
had  made  especially  as  several  of  the  correspondents 
acted  from  a feeling  of  patriotism  only,  if  Arnold 
had  succeeded  in  discovering  them,  those  unfortu 
nate  persons  would  have  been  ruined,  and  all  meano 
of  communication  cut  off.  3 

“Arnold  was  very  near  receiving  the  letter  of 
lieutenant  colonel  Jameson  in  the  presence  of  tb 
commander-in-chief;  he  had  turned  aside  with  La6 
fayette  and  Knox,  to  look  at  a redoubt;  Hamilton 
and  MacHenry,  lieutenant  colonels,  the  one  aid-de 
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camp  to  Washington,  the  other  to  Lafayette,  had 
gone  on  before  to  request  Mrs.  Arnold  not  to  wait 
breakfast  for  them.  They  were  still  there,  and 
Arnold  with  them,  when  he  received  the  note:  he 
turned  pale,  retired  to  his  own  room,  and  sent  for 
his  wife,  who  fainted.  In  that  state  he  left  her, 
without  any  one  perceiving  it:  he  did  not  return 
into  the  drawing  room,  but  got  upon  his  aid-de- 
camp’s  horse,  which  was  ready  saddled  at  the  door, 
and  desiring  him  to  inform  the  general  that  he 
would  wait  for  him  at  West  Point,  hurried  to  the 
bank  of  the  river,  got  into  his  canoe,  and  was  row- 
ed to  the  Vulture.  The  general,  when  he  learnt  on 
his  arrival,  that  Arnold  was  at  West  Point,  fancied 
that  he  had  gone  to  prepare  for  his  reception  there, 
and  without  entering  into  the  house,  stepped  into  a 
boat  with  the  two  generals  who  accompanied  him. 
When  they  arrived  at  the  opposite  shore,  they  were 
astonished  at  finding  they  were  not  expected;  the 
mystery  was  only  explained  oil  their  return,  be- 
cause the  despatches  of  lieutenant  colonel  Jameson 
had  arriven  in  the  interim. 

“An  historian  has  spoken  of  the  generosity  with 
which  Mrs.  Arnold  was  treated.  It  is,  in  truth, 
highly  honorable  to  the  American  character,  that 
during  the  first  effervescence  of  indignation  against 
her  husband  she  was  able  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  take 
her  effects,  and  proceed  with  a flag  of  truce  to  New 
York,  without  meeting  with  the'  slightest  insult. 
The  same  historian  (Mr.  Marshall),  might  have 
added,  that  the  very  evening  of  Arnold’s  evasion, 
the  general,  having  received  from  him  a very  inso- 
lent letter,  dated  on  board  the  Vulture,  ordered  one 
of  his  aides-de-camp  to  tell  Mrs.  Arnold,  who  was 
in  ao-ony  of  terror,  that  he  had  done  every  thing  he 
could  to  seize  her  husband,  but  that,  not  having 
been  able  to  do  so,  he  felt  the  pleasure  of  inform- 
ing her  that  her  husband  was  safe.” 

In  a letter  given  to  the  chevalier  de  Luzerne, 
some  further  details  are  given. 

“Robinson  house,  opposite  IV.  Point,  Sept.  26,  1780. 

“When  I parted  from  you  yesterday,  sir,  to  come 
and  breakfast  here  with  gen.  Arnold,  we  were  far 
from  foreseeing  the  event  which  I am  now  going  to 
relate  to  you.  You  will  shudder  at  the  event  to 
which  we  have  been  exposed;  you  will  admire  the 
miraculous  chain  of  unexpected  events  and  singu- 
lar chances  that  have  saved  us;  but  you  will  be 
more  astonished  when  you  learn  by  what  instrument 
this  conspiracy  has  been  formed.  West  Point  was 
sold— and  sold  by  Arnold;  the  same  man  who  for- 
merly acquired  glory  by  rendering  such  immense 
services  to  his  country.  He  had  lately  entered  into 
a horrible  compact  with  the  enemy,  and  but  for  the 
accident  that  brought  us  here  at  a certain  hour  but 
for  tile  combination  of  chances  that  threw  the  ariju-. 
tant  General  of  the  English  army  into  the  hands  ol 
some^peasants,  beyond  the  limits  of  our  stations, 
West  Point  and  the  North  River,  would  both  at 
present,  in  all  probability,  be  in  possession  of  the 
enemy. 

“When  we  set  out  yesterday,  for  Fishkill,  vi  e 
were  preceded  by  one  of  my  aides-de-camp,  and 
one  of  general  Knox’s  who  found  general  Arnold 
and  his  wife  at  breakfast,  and  sat  down  at  the  table 
with  them.  Whilst  they  were  together,  two  letters 
were  °iven  to  Arnold  which  apprised  him  ol  the 
arresfation  of  the  spy.  He  ordered  a horse  to  be 
saddled,  went  into  his  wife’s  room  to  tell  her  he 
was  ruined,  and  desired  his  aide-de-camp  to  inform 
genera!  Washington  that  he  was  going  to  West 
Point  and  would  return  in  the  course  of  an. hour. 

“On  our  arrival  here,  we  crossed  the  river  and 
went  to  examine  the  works.  kou  may  convene 
our  astonishment  when  we  learnt,  on  our  return, 
that  the  arrested  spy  was  major  Andre,  adjutant 
general  of  the  English  army;  and  when  amongst 
his  papers  were  discovered  the  copy  of  an  impor- 
tant council  of  war,  the  state  of  the  garrison  and 
works,  and  observations  upon. various  means  of  at- 
tack and  defence,  the  whole  in  Arnold’s  own  hand 

writing.  , , , . 

“The  adjutant  general  wrote  also  to  the  general, 
avowing  his  name  and  situation.  Orders  were  sent 
to  arrest  Arnold;  but  he  escaped  in  a boat,  got  on 
board  the  English  frigate  the  Vulture,  and  as  no 
person  suspected  his  flight,  he  was  not  stopped  at 
any  post.  Colonel  Hamilton,  who  bad  gone  in 
pursuit  of  him,  received  soon  after,  by  a flag  of 
truce  a letter  from  Arnold  to  the  general,  in  wmch 
he  entered  no  details  to  justify  his  treachery,  and  a 
letter  from  the  English  commander  Robertson, 
who  in  a very  insolent  manner,  demanded  that  the 
adjutant  general  should  be  delivered  up  to  them,  as 
he  had  only  acted  with  the  permission  of  general 
Arnold.” 

THE  EMIGRATED  INDIANS. 

From  the  Washington  Globe. 

The  condition  of  the  tribes  who  have  removed 
from  their  birth  places  east  to  new  homes  west  of 


the  Mississippi  river,  has  recently  been  the  subject 
of  frequent  notice  in  the  public  prints.  It  very  na- 
tually  excites  great  interest.  From  the  inception 
of  the  policy  of  transplanting  the  Indians  within 
the  several  states,  apprehensions  have  been  exten- 
sively felt,  that  in  the  remote  region  proposed  to  be 
assigned  to  them,  they  would  be  assailed  by  the  in- 
digenous tribes,  and  engaged  in  frequent  hostilities. 
It  has  also  been  feared,  (and  the  fear  was  founded 
on  misconception  or  ignorance  of  the  resources  of 
the  country  allotted  to  them),  that,  finding  them- 
selves straitened  for  the  means  of  subsistence,  they 
would  supply  their  wants  by  depredations  on  the 
property  of  the  frontier  population,  which  would 
lead  to  bloody  collisions  between  them.  During 
and  since  the  hostilities  with  the  Creek  Indians,  an 
apprehension  of  a different  character  has  been  ex- 
pressed, that,  goaded  by  a sense  of  injuries  and  ex- 
asperated by  defeat,  these  Indians  would  not  readi- 
ly accommodate  themselves  to  the  new  circum- 
stances in  which  they  were  placed,  but  would  be 
the  first  to  stimulate  or  join  any  hostile  movements 
against  our  people.  And  the  impression  seems  to 
have  been  very  general,  that  a war  in  that  region 
was,'  to  say  the  least,  exceedingly  probable;  and 
that,  in  this  war,  all  the  emigrated  tribes  would  as 
readily  take  part,  as  the  wildest  and  fiercest  of  the 
yet  untamed  bands  that  range  over  the  great  west- 
ern prairie  to  the  Rocky  mountains. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  say,  that  none  of  these  ap- 
prehensions have  been  realized.  Predatory  incur- 
sions of  the  prairie  Indians  there  have  indeed  been, 
in  which  the  new  Indian  settlers  have  lost  their  cat- 
tle or  their  provisions;  and  these  incursions  have  ir- 
ritated the  latter,  and  elicited  threats  of  severe  reta- 
liation. But  in  every  instance,  it  is  believed — cer- 
tainly in  every  instance  in  which  a tribe  has  acted 
as  such — retaliation  has  been  made  to  wait  the  is- 
sue of  an  appeal  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  The  emigrants  have  quickly  adapted  them- 
selves to  their  new  condition,  and  in  hunting,  but 
more  generally  in  agriculture,  have  acquired  far 
more  than  they  required  for  their  own  subsistence. 
The  Creeks,  who  were  removed  the  last  year,  in  a 
state  of  angry  exasperated  feeling,  have  almost  lite- 
rally “turned  their  swords  into  ploughshares,  and 
their  spears  into  pruning  hooks.”  And  with  all  the 
tribes  that  have  emigrated,  and  now  occupy  the  ex- 
tensive and  fertile  region  south  west  of  the  Mis- 
souri, we  have  the  surest  guarantees  of  enduring 
peaceable  relations,  in  their  advanced  state  of  im- 
provement, in  the  large  property  actually  acquired 
by  them,  and  in  the  certain  prospects  before  them 
of  illimitable  progress  in  knowledge  and  wealth. 

We  make  these  remarks  introductory  to  an  ex- 
tract from  a communication  from  captain  Jacob 
Brown,  of  the  United  States  army,  with  which  we 
have  been  furnished  by  the  proper- authorities  for 
publication.  Take  the  picture  he  presents  of  the 
condition  of  the  Choctaws,  and  add  to  it  a few  fea- 
tures selected  from  the  last  annual  report  of  the  com- 
missioner of  Indian  affairs,  their  common  schools, 
academies  and  churches;  their  council  house,  con- 
stitution, laws,  administration;  and  where  will  be 
found  an  instance  of  more  rapid  progress,  within 
five  years  of  the  first  settlement  in  a region  of 
which  the  soil  was  unbroken,  and  the  resources  of 
which  were  unknown?  This  information  was  elicit- 
ed by  a series  of  questions  propounded  to  the  seve- 
ral superintendents  and  others,  proving  the  anxiety 
felt,  and  constant  attention  bestowed  by  the  proper 
department  on  this  most  important  and  interesting 
subject  of  public  concern.  Capt.  Brown  has  been, 
for  the  last  three  years,  principal  disbursing  agent 
for  the  Indian  department  in  Arkansas,  and  the 
country  west  of  if,  and  has  had  ample  opportunities 
for  acquiring  information,  which  he  has  faithfully 
improved. 

THE  CHOCTAWS, 

From  their  location  and  early  emigration,  stand 
first. 

The  principal  part  of  this  tribe  were  emigrated 
in  the  years  1832  and  3;  preparations  for  their  re- 
moval were  made  in  1831,  and  many  of  them  left 
their  old  country  late  in  that  year;  but  few,  if  any, 
however,  reached  the  new  country  till  the  spring 
of  1832. 

The  country  Inhabited  by  the  Choctaws  is  ex- 
tensive and  exceedingly  fertile;  the  face  of  the 
country  is  generally  high.,  or  what  is  called  rolling; 
some  parts"  of  it  mountainous;  the  whole  is  well 
watered,  and  has  plenty  of  timber;  there  are  some 
prairies,  which,  however,  as  well  as  the  timber 
lands,  are  of  first  rate  soil.  The  whole  country  is 
adapted  to  corn  and  stock;  the  northern  and  west- 
ern portions  to  corn  and  wheat,  and  other  small 
grain;  the  southern  part,  bordering  on  Red  river, 
to  cotton. 

The  first  year’s  emigrants  made  corn,  not  only 
sufficient  for  their  own  use,  but  had  a considerable 
surplus,  which  was  disposed  of  to  government  for 


issue  to  those  emigrants  that  arrived  in  the  fall  and 
winter  of  that  year.  The  next  year  (1833)  the 
emigrants  had  a large  surplus  of  corn,  over  and 
above  their  own  wants,  for  market;  over  forty 
thousand  bushels  were  purchased  by  the  govern- 
ment, and  fed  to  the  emigrants  of  that  year;  since 
then,  to  the  present  time,  those  people  have  been 
equally  prosperous  in  their  agricultural  pursuits; 
many  of  them  have  become  extensive  farmers,  cul- 
tivating cotton,  corn,  and  possessing  large  stocks 
of  cattle;  they  have  cotton  gins  and  mills  of  differ- 
ent kinds,  as  well  as  shops  and  mechanics;  in  fine, 
it  may  be  truly  said,  that  the  Choctaws  are  rapidly 
advancing  in  agricultural  knowledge,  and  in  me- 
chanic arts. 

In  travelling  through  the  Choctaw  country,  one 
sees  little,  if  any,  difference,  in  an  agricultural 
point  of  view,  from  new  frontier  white  settlements; 
their  cabins  are  constructed  with  equal  order  and 
substantiality,  and  apparently  with  as  many  com- 
forts and  conveniences;  their  fields  are  under  good 
fences;  they  have  gardens,  and  cultivate  fruit  trees, 
peaches,  apples,  &c.;  are  civil  and  attentive  to 
travellers,  understand  the  value  of  money;  and  all 
of  them,  or  nearly  so,  have  in  their  houses  the 
common  luxuries  of  coffee,  tea,  sugar,  &e. 

Without  going  into  a further  detail  in  relation  to 
this  tribe,  it  must  be  apparent  that  they  are  rapidly 
advancing  in  civilization,  and  I have  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  that  for  all  the  comforts  of  domestic  life, 
their  resources  are  ample  and  abundant,  and  far 
better  than  could  possibly  have  been  anticipated, 
prior  to  their  removal,  in  so  short  a time. 

THE  CHEROKEES. 

To  this  tribe  has  been  allotted  a very  extensive, 
as  well  as  a very  fine  tract  of  country;  those  parts 
over  which  I have  travelled,  possess  a soil  of  very 
superior  quality,  adapted  to  the  production  of 
wheat,  small  grain  of  various  kinds,  and  corn  of 
the  largest  growth;  the  whole  country  is  finely  and 
abundantly  timbered,  and  well  watered,  and  the 
climate  is  exceedingly  favorable  to  stock. 

But  a small  number  of  this  tribe  have  as  yet 
removed  to  the  new  country;  those  that  have  settled 
there,  however,  and  many  of  them  have  been  in  the 
country  several  years,  are,  in  a pecuniary  point  of 
view,  well  off;  they  raise  wheat  and  corn  in  great 
abundance;  and  their  stocks  of  cattle,  of  hogs,  of 
sheep,  &c.  are  numerous.  The  people  find  a mar- 
ket for  their  surplus  productions  in  the  government, 
by  supplying  the  garrisons  situated  in  their  country, 
and  supplying  the  new  emigrants  with  corn,  beef, 
&c. 

The  greater  portion  of  tho  Oboroltees  west  are 
farmers,  have  good  and  comfortable  houses,  and 
live,  many  of  them,  as  well,  and  as  genteel,  and  in 
a pecuniary  point  of  view  will  compare  with  the 
better  classes  of  fanners  in  the  states.  As  a people 
generally,  they  are  agriculturists;  and  as  such, 
their  resources  are  equal,  if  not  superior  to  one- 
fourth  of  the  tillers  of  the  soil  in  the  old  states. 

THE  CREEKS  AND  SEMINOLES. 

The  section  of  country  set  apart  for  these  tribes 
is  about  the  same  in  extent  with  that  of  the  Choc- 
taws, but  not  so  mountainous.'  The  soil  is  consi- 
dered to  be  equal  in  fertility  to  any  in  the  south 
western  section  of  the  country;  it  is  also  well  water- 
ed, and  has  plenty  of  timber;  there  are  some  prai- 
ries, which,  however,  are  of  great  advantage  to  the 
settler— the  soil  being  rich  and  easy  to  cultivate, 
and  they  are  very  profitable  for  raising  stock. 

The  Creeks  are  a corn-growing  people;  those 
that  have  been  in  the  country  some  years,  raise 
corn  in  large  quantities;  some  of  the  principle  farm- 
ers crib  from  five  to  ten  thousand  bushels  of  a sea- 
son. They  do  not  raise  much  stock;  nor  are  they', 
as  a people,  so  far  advanced  in  civilization  as  the 
Cherokees  and  Choctaws;  though  as  agriculturists, 
so  far  as  raising  corn,  they  excel  either  of  the  above 
named  tribes.  They  raise  stock  sufficient  for  then- 
own  consumption,  but  none  of  any  consequence 
for  sale. 

About  four  hundred  Seminoles  were  emigrated 
last  year;  they  reached,  however,  their  locations 
too  late  to  make  a crop;  their  crops  this  year,  I am 
informed,  are  not  very  promising;  they  are  about 
changing  their  locations  they  go  farther  west; 
their  object  is  better  hunting  grounds. 

The  large  number  of  Creeks  that  emigrated  last 
winter,  have  planted  extensively,  and  have  a pros- 
pect of  plentiful  crops;  they  are  also  collecting 
stock,  and  are  laying  the  foundation  of  numerous 
herds  of  cattle,  hogs,  &c.  The  resources  of  this 
people  are  at  present,  equal  to  all  their  wants  arid 
comforts;  and  the  superior  fertility  of  their  land, 
aided  by  their  evident  tendency  to  industry,  will,  in 
a few  years,  place  them  in  a condition  equal  to 
their  neighbors,  the  Cherokees  and  Choctaws. 

SENECAS  AND  SENECAS  AND  SHAWNEES-. 

These  tribes  inhabit  a high,  healthy,  well  water- 
ed and  timbered  country,  the  soil  rich  and  produc- 
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tive.  They  were  emigrated  in  1832,  are  agricul- 
turists, and  are  mainly  engaged  in  that  pursuit; 
they  raise  wheat  and  corn,  and  their  country  is  well 
adapted  to  raising  stock,  of  which  they  have  consi- 
derable herds;  being  remote,  however  lrom  a market, 
their  cropping  is  confined  to  their  own  wants,  and 
for  these  they  provide  liberally  of  all  the  substan- 
tial of  life.  The  use  of  coffee,  tea  and  sugar  is 
common  among  them.  Their  cabins  are  well  con- 
structed, combining  both  comfort  and  convenience, 
and  their  arrangements  in.farming  have  the  appear- 
ance of  neatness  and  order;  they  nave  mills,  shops, 
and  some  good  mechanics;  their  resources  are 
abundant,  and  their  condition  apparently  happy. 

THE  QUAPAWS. 

Those  people  were  emigrated  in  the  fall  of  1834; 
their  country,  in  point  of  soil,  W'ater,  timber  and 
health,  is  similar  to  and  equally  as  good  as  their 
neighbors,  the  Cherokees,  Senecas  and  Senecas  and 
Shawnees,  &c.  They  are  not  so  far  advanced  in 
civilization,  as  the  several  tribes  of  Indians  above 
named;  but  a more  honest,  quiet,  peaceable  people, 
are  not  to  be  found  in  any  section  of  the  Indian 
country.  They  are  industrious,  and  are  exceed- 
ingly desirous  of  making  for  themselves  a comfort- 
able home.  Their  tempory  location,  doubtless,  has 
in  some  measure  abridged  their  exertions  in  the 
construction  of  good  cabins,  clearing  and  putting- 
under  fence  large  fields  for  raising  corn,  &c. 

OSAGES. 

This  tribe  has  made  but  little  progress  towards 
civilization;  their  subsistence  mainly  depends  upon 
the  game  of  the  country.  They  raise  some  corn 
and  beans,  but  the  culture  is  rude;  hence  but  little 
is  obtained  therefrom.  They  raise  no  stock;  they 
obtain  their  horses  from  those  Indians  residing  far 
to  the  south  and  west  of  them.  Their  country  pos- 
sesses excellent  soil,  is  well  watered  and  timbered; 
not  being  agriculturists,  their  condition  and  resour- 
ces are  similar  to  other  wild  and  roving  bands  of 
Indians,  whose  occupations  are  hunting  and  war. 

The  foregoing  comprise  all  the  tribes  of  Indians 
residing  wilhin  the  acting  superintendency  of  the 
south  western  territory,  and  with  the  exception  of 
the  last  mentioned  tribe,  (Osages)  have  been  emi- 
grated to  that  country,  the  greater  portion  since 
1831,  and  are  all  fast  progressing  in  a knowledge 
of  agriculture,  and  of  the  mechanic  arts;  they  are 
too  far  advanced  in  civilization,  in  my  opinion, 
to  retrograde.  Laboring,  therefore,  as  they  are,  for 
their  own  happiness,  a discreet  and  correct  ma- 
nagement of  them  must  ere  long  (constituted  as  so- 
ciety is)  place  them  in  a condition  to  appreciate,  as 
well  as  in  a few  years  to  adopt,  a form  of  govern- 
ment, based  upon  enlightened  principles  of  politi- 
cal and  civil  rights. 

INDIAN  TREATY, 
from,  the  Globe. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  in  the  army,  dated 
‘■•St.  Louis,  Mo.  August  9,  1837. 

“The  steamboat  Adventurer  has  this  moment 
carne  in  from  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  has  on  the  bul- 
letin of  news  a statement,  that  gov.  Dodge  has 
concluded  a treaty  with  the  Chippewas  for  (sup- 
posed) twenty  millions  of  acres,  for  $'875,000,  and 
an  allowance  of  some  claims  and  half-breed  reser- 
vations.” 

We  understand  likewise,  that  by  the  active  exer- 
tions of  brigadier  general  Atkinson,  the  measures 
of  the  war  department  for  the  removal  of  the 
Potawatomies,  Sacs  and  Ioway3  from  the  Platte 
country  tract,  a portion  of  Missouri  lately  ceded  to 
that  state,  have  been  promptly  carried  into  effect. 
Gen.  Gaines  had  previously  assembled  the  Potavva- 
toinies  in  council,  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  them 
to  submit  peaceably  to  the  wishes  of  the  govern- 
ment. This,  however,  seems  to  have  been  hardly 
necessary,  as  there  is  reason  to  believe — that  these 
Indians  have,  from  the  first,  been  willing  to  remove; 
and  the  apprehensions  of  difficulty  have  arisen,  not 
from  them,  but  from  the  white  settlers  and  stragglers, 
who  have  purchased,  for  whiskey,  the  horses",  rifles 
and  rations  delivered  to  them. 

A council  of  the  Cherokees  is  being  held  at  Red 
Clay,  in  Tennessee,  from  which  salutary  results  ar» 
anticipated,  as  the  war  department  has  sent  a spe- 
cial agent  to  represent  to  the  nation  the  views  of 
lire  government  towards  tnem,  and  tfie  disposition 
entertained  by  it  to  execute  the  treaty  in  a spirit  of 
kindness  and  forbearance. 

The  commission  appointed,  agreeably  to  a joint 
resolution  of  congress,  to  lay  out  a military  road 
along  the  Indian  frontier,  is  proceeding  in  the  exe- 
cution of  that  duty,  aided  by  an  experienced  engi- 
neer; and  we  understand,  that  another  party  has 
been  despatched  to  examine  the  country,  and  lay 
out  a road  from  the  Arkansas  to  the  Red  river;  and 
that  a commission,  consisting  of  able  and  experienc- 
ed officers,  will  shortly  proceed  to  the  north  western 
frontiers,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  upon  proper  sites 


for  a line  of  permanent  posts  which  it  is  intended  to. 
establish  there,  in  order  to  afford  protection  to  the 
frontier  settlers  of  the  border  states.  It  is  contem- 
plated, likewise,  as  a permanent  measure  of  defence 
on  the  south  western  border,  to  open  the  navigation 
of  the  Sabine  river,  which,  from  recent  examinations 
made  by  order  of  the  war  department,  is  found  to  be 
capable  of  steam  navigation  for  several  hundred 
miles  from  its  mouth.  These,  with  the  active,  en- 
ergetic, and  efficient  measures  now  in  progress  to 
bring  the  war  in  Florida  to  a successful  termination, 
will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  enable  the  government  to 
carry  out  their  humane  policy  of  removing  the  In- 
dians beyond  the  Mississippi  without  further  seri- 
ous difficulties;  and  while  they  secure  permanently 
the  peace  of  the  country  hitherto  exposed  to  Indian 
hostilities,  will  conduce  to  facilitate  the  gradual  ex- 
tension to  these  people  of  the  blessings  ofself-govern- 
ment,  which  the  rapid  advancement  in  civilization  of 
the  tribe  who  have  heretofore  emigated  induces  us 
to  hope  they  will  soon  be  able  to  appreciate  and  fit- 
ted to  enjoy. 


COMMERCE  OF  THE  MEDITERRANEAN. 

From,  the  Globe. 

We  translate  from  the  Journal  de  la  Haye,  a long 
and  interesting  article,  upon  the  commerce  of  the 
Mediterranean.  Its  author  M.  Adriano  Balbe,  has 
long  enjoyed  a high  reputation,  for  his  profound 
geographical  and  statistical  learning. 

Commerce  of  the  Mediterranean.  Switzerland,  not- 
withstanding her  moderate  resources,  and  her  sup- 
posed difficulties  of  territory,  has  opened  new  roads, 
or,  at  least,  improved  her  old  ones;  among  the  last, 
we  would  particularize  the  magnificent  road  of  St. 
Gothard.  A number  of  steamboats  already  plough 
the  lakes  of  Geneva  and  Constance,  and  keep  up 
prompt  and  regular  communications  with  the  prin- 
cipal harbors  of  those  small  internal  seas.  Within 
a brief  period  two  rail  roads  with  double  tracts 
have  been  projected,  to  connect  Ball,  Zurich  and 
St.  Gall,  markets  of  northern  Switzerland,  with  the 
most  productive  cities  of  the  south  of  Germany. 

Belgium,  placed  opposite  to  the  coast  of  England, 
between  France,  Holland  and  the  Germanic  con- 
federation, filled  with  populous  cities,  long  in  a 
flourishing  condition  from  its  high  state  of  agricul- 
ture, and  by  its  innumerable  fabrics  and  manufac- 
tures, has  already  commenced  a line  of  rail  roads, 
which  cannot  fail  to  regain  to  her  principal  cities, 
a great  part  of  that  mercantile  importance,  which 
made  her,  in  the  middle  ages,  the  market  of  cen- 
tral Europe.  The  extent  of  the  system  of  rail 
roads,  for  which  the  nature  of  the  ground  is  so  well 
adapted,  must  connect  with  Brussels,  not  only  the 
ports  of  Antwerp,  Ostend  and  Bruges,  but  her  most 
distant  extremities  will  be  joined  to  the  oppo- 
site extremities  ol  tire  railways,  which  have  been 
projected  in  France,  and  in  the  Prussian  monarchy, 
and  by  which  merchandise  and  travellers  may  pass, 
with  a wonderful  celerity,  from  London,  Atwerp 
and  Ostend  to  Brussels,  Paris  and  Cologne. 

The  railway  which  will  connect  Cologne,  the 
great  market  of  the  Lower  Rhine,  with  Antwerp, 
which  is  the  first  port  of  Belgium,  is  already  com- 
menced, as  is  also  that  to  connect  the  capital  of  the 
kingdom  of  Saxony,  with  the  flourishing  city  of 
Leipsic. 

In  Southern  Germany,  king  Louis  of  Bavaria 
has  already  authorised  the  construction  of  the 
grand  canal,  which  is  to  bear  his  name,  and  which 
will  unite  the  Danube  with  the  Rhine  by  way  of 
Althumul  and  Rednitz.  Other  rail  roads  are  pro- 
jected, which  will  connect  the  principal  cities  of 
this  part  of  Germany,  and  facilitate  the  transport 
of  merchandise  towards  the  lake  of  Constance, 
which  is  the  centre  of  great  commercial  activity. 
Such  will  ba  the  roads  from  Munich  to  Lindau  by 
Augsburg  and  Kempten,  besides  that,  which  will 
lead  from  Stuttgardt  to  Frederickshaven  by  Ulm 
and  Biberich,  and  that  from  Manheim,  which  will 
terminate  at  Constance,  by  means  of  a branch  lo 
connect  by  Basle  with  the  other  similar  roads  pro- 
jected in  Switzerland. 

The  empire  of  Austria,  situated  nearly  in  the 
middle  ef  Europe,  and  traversed  through  its  whole 
length  by  the  second  river  of  that  part  ol  the  world, 
is  destined  by  its  power,  by  its  position,  bv  the 
diversity  of  its  products,  and  by  the  industry,  (al- 
ready brought  to  a high  state  of  perfection),  of 
some  of  its  provinces,  to  assume  a considerable 
part  in  the  new  commercial  relations  shortly  to  be 
opened  with  the  east.  The  government  has  fol- 
lowed the  progress  of  the  great  commercial  revolu- 
tions now  going  on,  and  has  not  neglected  mea- 
sures by  means  of  which  the  subjects  of  the  empire 
may  rival  the  most  industrious  nations  of  Europe. 
The  low  price  for  the  transportation  of  persons  and 
merchandise — the  facility,  the  safety  and  the  ce- 
lerity of  communication  being  the  first  basis  of  the 
prosperity  of  commerce,  the  astonishing  works  of 


Mount  Cenis  and  the  Simplon  have  been  imitated 
at  different  points  of  the  chain  of  the  Alps,  from 
Mount  St.  Gothard,  to  Villebich.  Recently  con- 
siderable sums  have  been  expended  to  facilitate 
communications  between  Switzerland,  Germany, 
and  the  Adriatic  sea.  Among  the  most  beautiful 
constructions  of  this  description,  we  may  justly 
comprise  the  magnificent  roads  from  Milan,  by  the 
lake  of  Corno  and  by  Collico;  one  of  them  by 
Splagen  and  the  Grisons,  the  other  by  the  Stelvio, 
in  the  Tyrol,  (that  of  Val-Arsa),  which  leads  from 
Vienna,  by  Asiero,  to  Roueredo;  the  road  which, 
from  Conegliono,  by  Seravolle,  Longarone  and  Hen- 
pezzo,  leads  to  the  Pezterthal,  in  Tyrol;  then  the 
new  roads  from  Ponteba  and  from  Opthlina;  finally, 
that  which  leads  from  Tara  to  military  Croatia, 
passing  by  the  Villebich.  Shortly  will  be  con- 
structed the  important  road  which  has  been,  pro- 
jected with  the  view  of  uniting  the  port  of  Trieste 
with  the  rail  road  of  Ground,  by  Villaco,  Rastadt 
and  Ishel,  to  facilitate  commercial  communication 
between  the  Adriatic  and  the  Elbe.  Then  there 
is  already  a railway  which  connects  Gmund  with 
Budweis,  on  the  Moldavia,  one  of  the  tributaries  of 
the  Elbe.  It  may  be  said  that  the  line  of  great 
roads  has  been  doubled  in  the  short  period  of  twenty 
years.  Hydraulic  works,  not  less  important,  have 
been  undertaken  at  other  points.  They  are  now  at 
work  in  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Moldavia, 
in  Bohemia,  and  that  of  the  Danube  between  Krems 
and  Raab  in  Lower  xVustria,  and  in  Hungary.  In 
the  last  mentioned  kingdom,  a number°of  small 
canals  have  been  dug  to  expedite  navigation,  by 
avoiding  many  long  bends  of  the  Danube.  We 
must  not  pass  over  in  silence  the  important  works 
executed  in  the  neighborhood  of  Porte  Ferrea,  upon 
the  advice,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  learned 
and  celebrated  count  Szecheny.  In  another  part 
of  the  empire,  many  canals  of  the  Lombardo  Veni- 
tiankingdom  have  been  repaired;  the  fine  canal  of 
Pavia  has  been  opened  for  navigation;  and  the 
emperor  has  recently  ordered  800,000  florins  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  'improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Molamocco,  near  Venice.  These  works,  united 
with  the  new  roads — which  bring  together,  so  to 
speak,  the  ancient  queen  of  the  Adriatic  with  the 
lake  of  Constance,  which  has  become  the  centre  of 
great  commercial  activity— will  restore  to  Venice 
much  of  her  pristine  importance. 

Three  rail  roads  have  been  undertaken  bya  num- 
ber of  stockholders;  among  which  that  of  Lintz  is 
the  first  which  has  been  constructed  on  a grand 
scale  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  Its  length  is 
nearly  a hundred  miles,  and  it  extends  from  Bud- 
weis,  in  Bohemia,  to  Gmund,  in  Upper  Austria, 
passing  through  Frystadt,  Lintz,  Weis  and  Lam- 
bach.  The  Danube  is  navigated  from  Vienna  to  its 
mouth  by  steamboats  established  by  a company  which 
bears  the  name  of  this  great  river.  A second  com- 
pany has  been  formed  at  Trieste,  to  establish  a reo-u- 
lar  communication  between  that  commercial  mart 
and  the  Ionian  Isles,  Greece,  the  Archipelago, 
Constantinople,  Smyrna,  Syria  and  Egvpt.  The 
construction  of  the  northern  rail  road,  called  Ferdi- 
nand, (Kaisers  Ferdinand  Nord-Eisen  Baku),  has 
been  recently  entrusted  to  another  society  of  mer- 
chants; a road  which  will  unite  Bothnia,  in  Gali- 
cia, with  Vienna,  to  facilitate  the  transportation  of 
products  for  that  capital.  But  two  projects— one 
ol  them  ot  still  greater  importance — have  been  re- 
cently presented  to  the  approbation  of  the  sovereign. 
We  refer  to  the  two  rail  roads  from  Trieste  to  Vien- 
na, and  from  Venice  to  Milan. 

As  to  the  first,  which  will  connect  the  most  com- 
mercial city  of  the  empire,  with  its  opulent  and 
flourishing  capital,  there  are  great  difficulties  of 
ground  to  its  construction,  whatever  route  may  be 
selected,  as  it  must  several  times  pass  through'  the 
high  chain  of  the  Alps. 

This  road  will  be  the  continuation  of  that  which 
will  bound  on  one  side,  the  grand  road,  Ferdinand 
de  Boehnia,  and  on  the  other,  on  that  soon  to  be 
constructed,  from  Vienna,  by  Prague,  to  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  kingdom  of  Saxony,  fii  this  way,  this 
road  will  offer  to  commerce  and  to  travellers  the 
quickest  communication  between  Hamburgh,  Leip- 
sic, Vienna  and  Trieste,  and  consequentlyjbetween 
the  North  sea,  the  Black  sea  and  the  Adriatic. 

The  ground  offers  no  obstacle  to  the  construction 
of  the  other  rail  road,  projected  between  Milan  and 
Venice.  Notwithstanding  its  length,  and  that  of 
many  lateral  branches,  designed  for  Padua,  Vicen- 
za, Verona,  Mantua,  Brescia,  Cremona  and  Berga- 
mo, this  road  will  not  cost  more  than  43,000,000 
Austrian  livres,  (equivalent  to  about  17,600,000 
florins),  an  amount  which  has  already  been  sub- 
scribed by  the  company,  which  is  composed  of  the 
richest  capitalists  of  the  Lombardo- Venetian  king- 
dom. a 

The  commercial  importance  of  this  road  will  be 
very  great,  even  in  the  present  condition  of  com- 
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merce  in  the  Austrain  empire  and  that  of  Upper 
Italy,  the  Swiss  and  Germanic  confederations,  Bel- 
gium and  France.  But  it  will  become  immense, 
should  these  rail  roads  be  constructed,  as  well  as 
the  canals  projected  in  Belgium,  in  Switzerland,  and 
in  the  Western  Germany,  countries  to  which  it 
would  offer  the  shortest  and  cheapest  route  for  the 
transportation  of  the  products  of  their  industry,  to 
be  exchanged  for  the  productions  of  the  Levant. 
And  here  it  is  important  to  observe,  that  this  route 
so  useful  to  the  rich  and  fertile  Lombardo-Venetian 
province,  where  it  will  certainly  produce  a greater 
developement  to  agriculture,  industry  and  com- 
merce, cannot  in  the  least  injure  the  route  project- 
ed from  Vienna  to  Trieste,  because  the  commercial 
sphere  of  the  latter  city  extends  to  the  most  eastern 
countries  of  the  Germanic  confederation  and  of  the 
Austrain  empire,  and  especially  those  which  belong 
to  the  great  commercial  lir>es  of  the  Elbe,  the  Oder, 
the  Danube,  and  their  tributaries. 

Subjoined  is  a comparative  table  of  the  commerce 
of  the  principal  ports  of  the  Mediterranean  and  of 
the  adjacent  seas: 


PORTS. 

Wo.  of 
vessels 
enter'd. 

Amount  of 
to  nnage 

Ji mount  of 
importations 
and  exporta- 
tions. 

French  monarchy. 
Marseilles, 

5,800 

470,000 

Francs. 

260,000,000 

Austrian  empire. 

Trieste, 

7,600 

360,800 

210.000,000 

Venice, 

3,250 

211,000 

57,715,000 

Empire  of  Russia. 

44,300,000 

Odessa, 

1,200 

115,000 

Ottoman  empire. 

Constantinople, 

*3,300 

*345,000 

174,000,000 

Smyrna, 

*340 

*74,000 

40,000,000 

Alexandria, 

1,000 

175,000 

80,000,000 

52,590,000 

Trebisonde, 

150 

30,000 

British  monarchy. 

Gibraltar, 

2,000 

190,000 

50,000,000 

Malta, 

1,670 

164,000 

25,000,000 

Kingdom  of  Sardinia. 

Genoa, 

6,100 

48,600 

150,000,000 

Nice, 

1,600 

100,000 

56,000,000 

Grand  duchy  of  Tusca- 

ny. 

Leghorn, 

3,200 

230,000 

130,000,000 

Kingdom  of  the  Tico 
Sicilies. 

Nanles, 

3,400 

200,000 

50,000,000 

Kingdom  of  Greece. 

Syra, 

3,600 

210,000 

70,000,000 

The  above'  statement  suggests  the  following  con- 
siclerationa: 

1.  The  commercial  operations  of  fifteen  ports 
alone,  enumerated  in  this  table,  give  the  enormous 
sum  of  1,432  millions  of  francs.  The  value  of 
this  commerce  will  be  made  still  more  striking 
when  we  reflect  on  the  moderate  commercial  ope- 
rations which  took  place  in  the  years  1S25,  1826 
and  1827,  in  the  ports  of  the  three  greatest  com- 
mercial powers  in  the  world — England,  France  and 
the  United  States  of  America.  This  is  represent- 
ed by  the  three  respective  valuations  of  2,468,  of 
1,165  and  of  927  millions  of  francs;  from  which  it 
results,  that  the  commercial  transactions  of  fifteen 
principal  ports  of  the  Mediterranean,  above  men- 
tioned, are  greater  than  those  of  all  the  ports  of 
the  United  States  of  America  and  France,  and  ex- 
ceed considerably  those  of  all  the  ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain. 

2.  The  port  of  Marseilles  has  become,  in  our 
day,  the  first  market  of  the  Mediterranean  and  its 
geographical  dependencies.  That  ol  Trieste  comes 
next;  the  ports  of  Constantinople  and  Genoa  occu- 
py the  third  and  fourth  rank,  and  the  port  of  Leg- 
horn the  fifth. 

The  commercial  operations  of  the  five  ports  of 
Marseilles,  Trieste,  Constantinople,  Genoa  and 
Leghorn,  forming  a total  of  917  millions  of  francs, 
is  more  than  double  the  corresponding  transactions 
in  the  other  ten  ports,  which  are  represented  by  the 
sum  of  518  millions  of  francs. 

The  commerce  of  the  port  of  Trieste  alone  is  al- 
most double  that  of  all  the  ports  of  Spain  in  1S26, 
superior  by  nearly  three-eighths  to  that  of  all  the 
ports  of  the  Mexican  confederation  during  the  pre- 
ceding year,  while  it  is  inferior  only  by  a third  to 
that  observed  in  1824  in  the  port  of  New  York, 
which  is  the  greatest  commercial  mart  ol  the  new 
world,  and  perhaps  the  third  place  of  commerce  ol 
all  the  globe. 

5.  The  city  of  Venice  figures  also,  not  only 
among  the  principal  ports  of  the  Mediterranean,  by 
the  importance  of  its  commerce,  but  it  exceeds  by 
more  than  a fifth  the  commercial  transactions  of 
Odessa.  This  magnificent  creation  of  Catharine  II, 
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embellished  in  later  years  by  the  magnanimous 
count  Woronzof,  has  become  in  our  day,  the  great- 
est commercial  market  of  the  Black  sea,  and  the 
third  commercial  place  of  the  vast  and  powerful 
Russian  empire. 

NEW  GRANADA. 

From  the  Washington  Globe. 

We  understand  that  general  McAfee,  our  charge 
d’affaires  at  Bogota,  arrived  at  Philadelphia  on  the 
15th  instant,  via  Kingston,  Jamaica,  having  left  the 
former  city  on  the  20th  of  June.  At  that  time  the 
country  was  perfectly  tranquil.  General  Santander 
ceased  to  administer  the  government  on  the  1st  of 
April,  and  following  the  example  of  Washington, 
had  retired  to  private  life,  amid  the  plaudits  of  all 
the  friends  of  republican  institutions. 

SenorJose  Ignacio  Marquez,  his  successor,  the 
former  vice  president,  was  elected  on  the  4th  of 
March  last,  (as  we  have  heretofore  announced), 
the  electors  having  failed  to  make  an  election.  Ge- 
neral Obando  and  doctor  Azuero  were  his  most 
formidable  opponents.  These  gentlemen  are  both 
distinguished  patriots. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  say  that  our  charge  has 
been  able  to  maintain,  during  the  whole  of  his  re- 
sidence at  Bogota,  relations  of  the  most  cordial 
friendship  between  the  republic  of  New  Granada 
and  the  United  States,  and  also  to  sustain  a per- 
sonal character  with  the  government  of  the  most 
flattering  kind,  as  will  appear  by  the  subjoined  let- 
ter from  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  to  the  se- 
cretary of  state. 

General  McAfee  has  succeeded  in  obtaining  an 
appropriation  by  the  congress  for  the  portion  due 
from  New  Granada  of  the  claims  acknowledged 
and  settled  in  1S29;  and  the  amount  will  be  paid 
quarterly,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  September 
next.  This  appropriation  is  highly  honorable  to 
New  Granada,  and  is  in  anticipation  of  the  final 
settlement  of  all  the  claims  raised  against  Colom- 
bia, when  her  destinies  were  controlled  by  general 
Bolivar;  the  liabilities  of  that  unfortunate  and  short 
lived  government  having  devolved  upon  New  Gra- 
nada, Venezuela  and  the  Equador,  (Quito).  The 
principles  for  the  adjustment  of  all  the  claims 
against  Columbia  have  been  finally  agreed  upon. — 
The  convention  with  Venezuela  of  December, 
1834,  has  been  ratified  by  New  Granada  and  the 
Equador,  and  their  commissioners  will  meet  in  De- 
cember next,  when  all  claimants  will  be  heard. 

Funds  have  been  appropriated  to  pay  a portion 
of  the  interest  on  the  foreign  and  domestic  debt;  so 
that  holders  of  the  five  arid  three  per  cent,  vales 
(government  bonds)  may  expect  an  appreciation 

in  their  value,  and  payment  in  full  at  some  future 

day. 

The  municipal  duty  on  flour  a.t  Carthagena  and 
at  Santa  Martha  has  been  reduced  to  two  reals 
(twenty-five  cents)  per  barrel,  and  the  next  con- 
gress contemplate  a revision  of  their  tariff,  arid  a 
considerable  reduction  on  the  import  duty. 

The  question  of  abolishing  the  discriminating 
duties  on  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  was 
brought  before  congress  by  senor  Miguel  Stnrnino 
Uribe,  the  former  president  of  that  body,  and  was 
ably  sustained  by  him,  and  by  the  senores  Roja3, 
Vasquer,  Acosta,  Obaldia,  and  many  other  distin- 
guished members,  and  was  lost  by  one  vote  only. 
It  would  have  been  carried,  had  there  been  a full 
house.  The  measure  is  gaining  ground  with  liberal 
principles,  which  are  marching  onward  decidedly 
in  New  Granada. 

Upon  all  these  subjects,  as  well  as  upon  other 
matters  confided  to  him,  general  McAfee,  we  are 
happy  to  say,  bestowed  the  most  efficient  and  un- 
remitting attention,  whilst  his  general  deportment 
secured  him  the  respect  of  the  government. 

We  refer  to  the  correspondence  and  proceedings 
below,  which  have  been  translated  for  the  Globe. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the 
republic  of  Nnv  Granada. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  Feb.  20, 1837. 

Sir:  Robert  B.  McAfee,  esq.  who  has  resided 
some  time  near  the  government  of  New  Granada, 
in  the  character  of  charge  d’affaires  of  the  Unitod 
States  of  America,  having  manifested  a desire  to 
return  to  his  own  country,  the  president  has  thought 
proper  to  comply  with  his  request;  and  I have, 
therefore,  given  him  instructions  to  take  leave  of 
your  excellency,  and  to  avail  himself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity presented,  to  reiterate  to  your  excellency 
the  assurances  of  the  friendly  sentiments  entertain- 
ed by  the  president  towards  the  republic  of  New 
Granada,  and  his  desire  to  preserve  and  promote 
the  harmony  and  good  understanding  now  happily 
subsisting  between  the  two  countries. 

I avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  your 
excellency  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished 
consideration,  JOHN  FORSYTH. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  note. 

Office  of  foreign  relat  ions  and  of  the  interior , 
Bogota,  June  8,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  the 
honorable  Robert  B.  McAfee,  charge  d’affaires  of 
the  United  States  near  the  government  of  New 
Granada,  the  esteemed  communication  of  your  ex- 
cellency, dated  at  Washington,  the  20th  of  Februa- 
ry, in  which  you  have  thought  proper  to  inform  me 
that  the  request  of  senor  McAfee  to  return  to  his 
own  country  has  been  granted,  and  that  he  has  been 
instructed,  upon  taking  his  leave,  to  repeat  to  this 
government  the  assurances  of  the  friendly  senti- 
ments entertained  by  the  president  towards  New 
Granada,  and  of  his  desire  to  preserve  and  to  pro- 
mote the  harmony  and  good  understanding  now 
happily  subsisting  between  the  two  countries. 

The  president  of  New  Granada  regrets  extreme- 
ly the  approaching  retirement  of  senor  McAfee 
from  the  post  which  he  has  so  worthily  occupied, 
and  in  which  he  has  contributed,  by  his  amiable 
character  and  liberal  principles,  to  strengthen  the 
friendly  relations  happily  existing  between  two 
people  who  inhabit  the  same  continent,  and  whose 
political  institutions  are  so  similar.  The  honora- 
ble senor  McAfee,  though  discharging  his  duties 
with  activity  and  zeal,  has  never  given  the  slight- 
est cause  of  complaint  to  the  government  near 
which  he  has  been  accredited;  and  the  president 
of  the  republic  has  instructed  me  to  make  to  your  ) 
excellency  this  declaration,  as  an  act  of  justice  in  1 
his  favor. 

My  government  has  received  with  particular  sa- 
tisfaction the  renewed  assurances  that  the  honora- 
ble senor  McAfee  has  given  in  the  name  of  his 
own,  of  its  earnest  desire  to  cultivate  the  relations 
of  harmony  and  the  good  understanding  which  are 
established  with  New  Granada.  Not  less  earnest 
are  the  desires  of  this  government  with  respect  to 
the  United  States,  and  it  will  exert  itself  to  continue 
to  give  unequivocal  proofs  of  them. 

I avail  myself,  with  pleasure,  of  this  occasion  to 
make  known  to  your  excellency  the  particular  re- 
gard and  distinguished  consideration  with  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself  your  excellen- 
cy’s faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

LINO  DE  POMBO. 

To  his  excellency  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Audience  of  leave  of  senor  McAfee. 

By  virtue  of  the  permission  that  the  honorable 
Robert  B.  McAfee,  charge  d’affaires  of  the  United 
States,  has  obtained  rrom  hio  government  to  return 
(o  the  United  States,  he  was  received  on  Saturday, 
the  10th  instant,  at  an  audience  of  leave  by  his  ex- 
cellency the' president,  being  introduced  by  the  mi- 
nister of  foreign  relations.  Senor  McAfee  deliver- 
ed in  his  native  tongue  an  address,  of  which  the 
following  is  a translation: 

Mr.  President:  Having  obtained  permission 
for  that  purpose,  I am  about  to  return  to  the  United 
States;  and  I have  been  instructed,  when  taking 
leave  of  your  excellency,  to  make  known,  that  the 
president  of  the  United  States  will  avail  himself  of 
an  early  opportunity  to  renew'  commercial  relations 
with  the  government  of  New  Granada,  which  I trust 
will  exert  itself  to  maintain  the  friendly  feelings 
now  fortunately  subsisting  between  the  citizens  of 
both  nations,  and  to  bring  together  more  closely 
those  commercial  relations  so  important  to  the  pros- 
perity of  this  young  republic. 

It  is  highly  satisfactory  to  me  to  have  witnessed 
the  zealous  efforts  of  this  people  in  the  cause 
of  self-government,  w'hich  are  rapidly  imparting 
strength  and  permanency  to  their  institutions.  A 
short  time  after  my  arrival  in  this  city,  a few  mis- 
guided persons  made  their  last  effort  to  overthrow 
your  constitution,  and  to  disturb  the  repose  of  so- 
ciety. But  the  attempt  was  promptly  repressed  by 
the  energy  of  your  illustrious  predecessor.  Liberty 
and  order  now  reign  in  the  vast  extent  of  your 
territory,  and  I pray  fervently  to  heaven  that  these 
ttessings  may  be  preserved  by  your  excellency, 
whose  republican  principles,  and  well  known  love 
for  the  country,  should  be  a sufficient  euarantee  for 
your  fellow  citizens  that  you  will  do  every  thing  in 
your  power  to  establish  peace  and  concord. 

As  it  regards  myself  individually,  I ought  to  ex- 
press my  heartfelt  gratitude  for  the  kindness  and 
attention  I have  received  from  the  members  of  the 
government,  as  well  as  from  the  citizens  of  this 
capital,  and  of  every  place  that  I have  had  an  op- 
portunity of  visiting.  Your  excellency  may  be  as- 
sured that  I carry  with  me  to  my  native  country 
the  most  lively  sentiments  of  respect  and  good  wiil 
for  the  people,  and  a great  anxiety  for  - their  future 
happiness.  New  Granada  is  called  to  a high  desti- 
ny. Being,  as  she  is,  prominent  among  the  re- 
publics of  South  America,  the  eyes  of  the  world 
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* are  fixed  upon  her.  The  liberals  of  all  nations  will 
rejoice  at  her  prosperity  and  lament  her  misfor- 
tunes. 

I desire  ardently  that  the  administration  of  your 
excellency  may  redound  to  the  honor  and  to  the 
glory  of  your  country,  and  that  it  may  secure  the 

j peace  and  happiness  of  the  people. 

The  president  of  the  republic  replied: 

Senor  charge  d’affaires:  The  friendship  of 
the  nation  that  you  so  worthily  represent,  has  been 
always  very  grateful  to  New  Granada,  and  it  will 
afford  me  the  highest  satisfaction  to  give  to  your 
government,  during  my  administration,  positive 
proofs  of  my  desiring  ardently  that  this  republic 
may  maintain  the  most  frank  and  intimate  relations 
with  a people  who,  by  their  energies  and  their  vir- 
tues, now  occupy  a position  so  distinguished  among 
j the  powers  of  the  earth. 

II  New  Granada,  like  every  young  state,  has  been 
1 obliged  to  experience  some  slight  concussions,  the 
I immense  majority  of  the  nation,  lending  effectual 
j aid  to  the  government  of  their  choice,  have  main- 
tained our  institutions  inviolate;  thus  proving  that 

j they  know  how  to  be  free.  I have  well  founded 
hopes  that  the  public  order  will  never  again  be  dis- 
| turbed,  and  that  the  Granadinos  and  foreigners  will 
| be  able  to  enjoy  fully  the  guarantees  offered  by  the 
'•  laws. 

As  it  regards  yourself,  sir,  permit  me  to  assure 
you  that  I am  highly  gratified  at  your  excellent  con- 
1 duct,  and  that  having  entitled  yourself  to  the  high 
: consideration  of  the  government,  and  of  the  citizens 
who  have  honored  themselves  with  your  friendship, 

[ you  leave  among  his  sensible  and  generous  people 
the  most  agreeable  recollections. 

I thank  you  for  the  wish  you  express,  that  my 
; administration  may  influence  the  prosperity  of  New 
| Granada.  I offer  ray  prayers  to  heaven  for  the 
I prosperity  of  the  U.  States,  and  that  the  two  na- 
; tions,  drawing  closer  their  relation,  may  never  see 
changed  in  the  slightest  manner  the  sentiments  of 
friendship  that  now  happily  exist  between  the  two 
I republics. 

DUELLING  IN  FRANCE. 

An  imporant  and  highly  interesting  case  has 
lately  been  tried  in  the  French  court  of  cassation, 
in  which  the  question  submitted  to  the  jury  was, 
whether  a person  who  slays  another  in  single  com- 
bat is  liable  to  the  consequences  which  usually  ensue 
in  ordinary  cases  of  homicide  (not  justifiable.)  — 
The  court  was  very  much  crowded,  it  being  an- 
nounced that  the  president  of  the  chamber  of  de- 
puties (M.  Procureur-general  Dupin)  would  en- 
ter at  length  upon  the  legal  and  moral  question. 
The  following  are  the  circumstances  out  of  which 
the  case  arose  : — IV.  Y.  Express. 

In  the  month  of  January  last,  at  a party  at  Tours 
a dispute  arose  over  their  wine  between  M.  Passon 
a pleader  at  the  tribunal  of  commerce,  & M.  Baron  an 
advocate  which  at  length  arose  so  high  that  M.  Baron 
gave  M.  Passon  a blow.  A challenge  ensued,  and 
swords  were  the  weapons  agreed  upon,  although  M. 
Baron  declared  that  he  had  no  skill  in  fencing.  Two 
swords  were  produced,  and  drawn  for  by  lots.  The 
longest  fell  into  the  hands  of  M.  Baron,  who,  how- 
ever after  a few  passes,  was  killed  by  his  adversary 

A prosecution  for  homicide  was  instituted  against 
the  survivor  before  the  tribunal  de  premiere  instance 
at  Tours,  which  declared  that  there  was  no  grounds 
for  the  proceeding,  as  duelling  was  not  noticed  in 
the  criminal  code.  Against  this  decision  the  pro- 
cureur-general appealed  to  the  royal  court  at  Or- 
leans, which  confirmed  the  judgment  of  the  tribu- 
nal ; and  the  case  was  removed  to  the  court  of  cas- 
sation at  Paris,  by  further  appeal. 

M.  Dehaussey  stated  the  case;  reminding  the 
court  that  the  procureur-general  at  Orleans  had 
maintained  that  articles  295  and  296  of  the  crimi- 
nal code  were  generally  applicable  to  every  spe- 
I cies  of  voluntary  homicide  without  exception  ; and 
that  in  1818  and  1819,  the  court  of  cassation  declar- 
ed that  the  practice  of  duelling  was  contrary  to 
both  religion  and  morality. 

The  president  having  inquired  whether  any  ad- 
vocate had  received  instructions  to  plead  the  part  of 
M.  Passon,  and  no  one  coming  forward,  M.  Dupin 
\ the  procureur-general  of  the  court,  made  the  follow- 
i ing  among  other  remarks  : — 

Since  tne  revolution  of  1789,  we  have  entered 
upon  a career  of  common  rights  ; and  this  commu- 
j nity  of  rights  forbids  one  man  to  kill  his  neighbor 
under  any  pretence  whatever;  and  this  is  the  rea- 
son why  the  prohibition  of  duelling  had  no  occa- 
sion to  be  specially  entered  in  our  laws.  ( Applause 
i at  the  bar.)  Iri  order  to  corroborate  this  principle, 
i M.  Dupin  brought  forward  a number  of  facts,  ilius- 
! trating  the  history  of  our  legislation  upon  this  sub- 
ject. For  instance,  he  said  that  Lanjuinais,  who 
formed  part  of  the  legislative  committee,  withdrew 
an  article  which  he  had  presented  against  duelling, 


on  the  remark  being  made  to  him  that  the  ease  came 
under  the  general  law  respecting  homicides;  and 
that  one  of  the  individuals  who  were  entrusted  with 
the  formation  of  the  code  of  1810,  when  question- 
ed as  to  the  motives  which  had  induced  them  to  be 
silent  on  the  subject  of  duelling,  replied,  “ Duel- 
ling is  comprised  in  the  general  article  upon  hom- 
icides, but  we  would  not  do  it  the  honor  of  special- 
ly mentioning  it.”  (Applause  at  the  bar.)  “ Du- 
ring 500  years”  continued  M.  Dupin,  “the  kings  of 
France  struggled  with  the  nobility,  who  persisted 
in  taking  the  law  into  their  own  hands.  Gentle- 
men, our  pride  of  social  equality  would  be  now- 
a-days  hurt  at  seeing  a crime,  reserved  for  our  nobles 
especially,  mentioned  in  our  code  of  laws ; tolerate 
then,  no  longer,  I beseech  you,  a custom  to  which 
France  has  ever  been  opposed,  even  in  the  most 
disastrous  times.  The  Belgic  nation  has  no  other 
code  of  law  than  ours;  nevertheless  duelling  is 
there  suppressed  each  day,  and  punished  ; punish- 
ed, I will  venture  to  say,  amidst  the  applause  of 
Europe.  Homicide  committed  in  a duel,  cannot  be 
said  to  be  unpremeditated.  He  who  goes  to  fight, 
must  be  presumed  to  have  the  intention  oT  killing 
his  man;  and  if  he  does  not  succeed,  it  is  not  from 
a want  of  inclination.  Will  it  be  said  that  this  is 
a case  of  legitimate  self-defence?  That  cannot  be, 
since  he  repaired  to  the  ground  of  his  own  free  will, 
and  if  there  is  danger  for  him,  it  is  a danger 
he  has  himself  created,  in  consequence  of  arrange- 
ments made  with  his  adversary.  Let  us  at  once  de- 
stroy this  remnant  of  feudal  prejudice,  which  is  a 
disgrace  to  our  age.  Let  us  not  suffer  the  conti- 
nued existence  of  this  gigantic  evil,  which  carries 
mourning  and  affliction  into  the  bosom  of  so  many 
fan  ilies.  Shall  our  fellow  citizens  be  permitted  to 
take  each  others  lives  for  a word,  a dubious  look, 
for  a dispute  about  precedence  at  table.  If  you  do  not 
strike  at  duelling  with  the  sword  or  the  pistol,  be- 
cause it  is  not  expressly  mentioned  in  the  law,  nei- 
ther can  you  meddle  with  parties  who  may  fight 
with  daggers  or  with  knives,  which  are  not  mention- 
ed more  than  the  former.  If  you  do  dot  suppress 
single  combat,  neither  can  you  intermeddle  with 
combats  of  four  or  six,  for  these  are  not  mentioned 
in  the  code,  since  private  wars  have  been  abolished. 
Magistrates,  once  more  I implore  of  you  to  reform 
your  system  of  legislation.  Let  not  prejudice  take 
possession  of  your  minds — seek  not  the  reputation 
of  bravery,  but  of  justice.  (Applause.)  The  Ven- 
detta which  exists  in  Corsica,  is  consecrated  by  an 
ancient  prejudice;  is  that  a reason  why  it  should 
be  tolerated1  It  is  quite  astonishing  that  in  our 
days  so  many  persons  should  cry  out  against  the  pe- 
nalty of  death  inflicted  by  society,  and  should  yield 
at  the  same  time,  to  private  individuals  the  right  of 
becoming  executioners  in  their  own  cause.  " Is  it 
not  revolting  to  see  it  recorded  every  day  in  the 
journals,  that  men  have  lost  their  lives  for'the  most 
trifling  cause,  and  that  every  thing  was  conducted 
in  the  most  honorable  manner ? (Laughter.)  The 
procureur-general  concluded  by  declaring  that  duel- 
lists  ought  to  be  prosecuted,  leaving  it  to  the  jury 
to  judge  of  the  extenuating  circumstances,  (if  any) 
in  conformity  with  the  power  accorded  in  the  last 
revision  of  the  code.  “ I am  determined,”  added 
M.  Dupin,  “to  renew  my  efforts  if  they  should  be 
required,  lest  I should  suffer  from  the  reproaches  of 
my  conscience.  It  is  not  a new  legislation  that  is 
demanded  of  you — for  you  are  not  legislators  : it  is 
simply  a verdict,” 

The  court  after  the  delivery  of  this  address, 
which  appeared  to  have  produced  a strongsensation 
retired  to  deliberate,  and  returned  at  the  expiration 
of  about  two  hours.  The  president  then  pronounc- 
ed his  judgment  at  great  length,  adopting  the  rea- 
soning of  M.  Dupin. 


HARD  TIMES  IN  EGYPT. 

We  have  already  published  some  notice  of  the  dis- 
tress from  famine,  and  the  financial  embarrassment 
in  the  dominions  of  the  pacha  of  Egypt.  The  fol- 
lowing letter,  which  we  translate  from  a Smyrna  pa- 
per gives  a more  particular  description  of  the  dis- 
tressed condition  of  that  country: — 

Alexandria,  April  26,  1837. 

Besides  the  cholera,  our  country  is  a prey  to  ano- 
ther scourge — want.  The  corn  and  the  barley  still 
fall  short,  and  beans,  which  for  some  months  have 
been  the  only  nourishment  for  the  poor,  are  becom- 
ing very  scarce.  The  bake-houses  are  almost  all 
closed,  for  want  of  meal,  and  those  which  are  still 
in  operation,  are  besieged,  invaded  by  a famished 
multitude,  who  seize  upon  the  bread  in  the  middle 
of  the  streets.  In  fact,  nothing  is  more  deserving  of 
pity  than  this  miserable  population,  who  are  dying 
of  hungar,  and  who  seek  even  in  the  filth  of  the 
streets  wherewith  to  prolong  their  wretched  exist- 
ence. Meantime  this  deplorable  state  of  things 
must  continue  for  some  time  longer — for  besides, 
that  the  want  of  rain,  and  the  winds  of  the  desert, 


which  have  prevailed  this  year,  have  entirely  dried 
up  the  little  harvests  which  are  habitually  made  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Alexandria.  Lower  Egypt  will 
produce  scarcely  any  grain  this  year,  in  consequence 
of  orders  given  by  the  pacha  to  cultivate  cotton 
every  where,  in  the  hope  of  augmenting  his  reve- 
nues, and  with  the  risk  of  making  the  people  die  of 
hunger.  Add  to  this,  that  there  comes  no  corn 
from  abroad,  on  account  of  the  shameful  vexations, 
and  the  taxes  which  the  authorities  have  laid  on 
those  ivho  have  endeavored  to  introduce  it. 

But  the  barbarous  cupidity  of  Mehemet  Ali  has 
not  failed  to  receive  its  punishment.  He  has  not 
blushed  to  expose  his  people  to  all  the  horrors  of 
famine,  to  augment  the  revenues  that  he  promised 
himself  would  be  increased  by  the  culture  of  cot- 
ton, and  his  cotton  remain,  for  the  most  part,  upon 
his  hands,  on  account  of  the  high  price  which  he 
demands,  and  the  fall  which  has  taken  place  in 
Europe  on  this  article.  Mehemet  Ali  could  hardly 
persuade  himself  at  first,  to  sell  his  cotton  at  $19 
the  quintal,  and  he  has  now  more  than  two  hun- 
dred thousand  quintals,  which  he  may  think  him- 
self very  happy  if  he  can  dispose  of  for  $12  or 
$10.  It  is  apparent  that  houses  which  have  specu- 
lated on  this  article  have  not  been  able  to  do  a 
very  brilliant  business,  and  it  is  still  more  fortu- 
nate that  with  the  design  of  starving  the  manufac- 
turers of  Europe,  and  consequently  of  making  the 
law,  Mehemit  Ali  has  refused  to  sell  when  specu- 
lators were  full  of  desire  to  purchase  cotton.  It  is 
his  avidity  which  has  preserved  commerce  from  a 
great  catastrophe.  We  are  no  better  oft'  here,  how- 
ever, for  there  has  been  no  business  done  for  some 
lime  back  on  account  of  the  want  of  money,  as 
well  as  the  want  of  credit  which  has  followed  the 
derangement  of  some  houses.  The  government 
especially  feels  an  excessive  w’ant  of  money.  The 
troops,  the  navy,  the  people  employed,  nobody  is 
paid,  and  the  service  begins  to  feel  this  drawback.. 
The  pacha  not  knowing  how  to  extricate  himself 
from  this  difficulty  has  just  ordered  the  establish- 
ment of  a bank  of  discount,  under  the  direction  of 
two  saraps,  bankers,  Armenians,  creatures  of  Bog- 
hos  bey.  The  capital  of  this  bank  will  be  a mil- 
lion and  a half  of  talari.  All  the  high  officers  and 
the  military  have  been  taxed  proportionally,  and 
are  obliged,  under  penalty  of  disgrace  undoubt- 
edly, to  put  into  the  bank  the  sums  for  which  they 
are  taxed,  in  consideration  of  an  interest  of  10  per 
cent,  a year,  which — they  are  promised.  This 
bank  is  now  being  organized  at  Cairo,  and  it  is  to 
have  a branch  here,  which  will  discount  at  1 per 
cent,  per  month. 

In  the  mean  time,  and  awaiting  better  times,  we 
«ro  <»ocui-orl  t-hat  the  government  has  already  taken 
possession,  under  the  name  of  a loan,  of  a part  of 
the  sums  already  paid  in,  to  provide  for  their  most 
pressing  necessities.  It  will  be  perceived  that  this 
establishment  begins  under  favorable  auspices,  and 
in  a manner  to  merit  the  confidence  of  capitalists! 
There  is  a general  opinion  that  some  trouble  will 
be  found  in  collecting  the  proposed  capital,  even  if 
the  usual  rigorous  measures  employed  on  similar 
occasions,  should  be  resorted  to,  by  the  paternal 
administration  of  Mehemet  Ali. 


BRITISH  POLITICS. 

From,  the  London  Times. 

The  queen’s  declaration.  The  beginning 
of  whatever  is  not  recognized  in  its  nature  as  evil 
we  are  apt  to  associate  with  ideas  of  cheerfulness 
and  hope.  The  first  declaration  of  virtuous  love, 
the  wedding-day,  the  birth-day,  the  day  of  christen- 
ing, when  we  hear  or  read  of  them — the  early  bud, 
the  early  blossom,  the  early  dawn,  when  we  behold 
them — one  and  all  inspire  a sentiment  somewhat 
allied  to  gladness.  The  arrival  of  a hopeful  heir  at 
his  maturity  is  auspicious  in  the  eye  of  relatives 
and  tenants.  How  much  more  the  accession  of  a 
youthful  sovereign  to  his  crown  is  wont  to  fill  the 
hearts  of  nations  with  eager  faith  and  sanguine 
assurance  of  prosperity,  all  historians  tell,  and 
each  individual  and  untutored  mind  acknowledges 
in  its  own  case  the  verisimilitude  of  such  a re- 
cord. 

The  English,  though  a prudent  and  sagacious 
people,  willingly,  and  often  wisely,  indulge,  even 
beyond  their  neighbors,  anticipations  of  progres- 
sive happiness.  Wisely,  we  say,  in  spite  of  fre- 
quent disappointment,  for  habits  of  energy  and 
manly  spirit  are  cherished  and  slrengthend  by  the 
cultivation  of  such  a temper.  The  first  assumption 
of  the  government  of  this  empire  by  George  III, 
George  IV  and  by  our  late  lamented  sovereign, 
whose  remains  are  not  vet  consigned  to  the  sepul- 
chre, was,  notwithstanding  many  circumstances  in 
each  instance  calculated  to  produce  anxiety  in 
reflecting  bosoms,  hailed  with  spontaneous,  vague 
and  unreasoning  expectations  of  future  good — ex- 
pectations never  yet  realized. 
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The  accession  of  Victoria,  youth,  sex  and  what' 
relates  to  early  promise  of  character  considered,  has 
caused  among  many  of  her  majesty’s  aifectionafe 
subjects  the  full  share  of  exultation  natural  to  such 
a moment.  Credit  is  freely  given  and  ought  within 
the  bounds  of  reason,  and  to  the  utmost  limit  of  a 
generous  and  noble  confidence,  to  be  reposed  in  the 
intentions  and  deliberate  actions  of  our  rightful 
sovereign,  whose  highest  interests  and  most  endur- 
ing glory  are  inseparable  from  those  of  the  great 
people  over  whom  Providence  has  called  her  to 
rule. 

On  the  character  and  pure  dispositions  of  her 
majesty,  our  reliance  is  not  less  perfect  than  that  of 
those  whose  loud  adulation  extends  to  matters 
wherein  queen  Victoria  has  had  neither  act  nor 
choice.  Should  a period  come,  which  God  in  his 
mercy  avert,  when  the  safety  of  her  crown  and  per- 
son shall  require  some  less  questionable  proof  of 
men’s  devotion  than  their  words,  we  arc  prepared 
to  undergo  that  ordeal,  and  to  have  the  feelings 
which  animate  us  towards  our  lawful  sovereign  test- 
ed by  a standard  somewhat  more  severe  than  any 
which  the  low  hirelings  paid  for  their  abuse  of  us 
will  venture  to  resort  to.  We  have  felt  it  to  be  our 
imperative  duty — a duty  more  sacred,  as  it  was  far 
more  painful,  than  that  of  profusely  scattering  vul- 
gar incense  over  all  the  incidental  appendages  of  the 
throne — our  solemn  duty  as  Englishmen,  pledged 
by  all  that  men  hold  dear  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
monarchy  and  its  essential  institutions — alive, 
moreover,  to  the  imminent  perils  which  beset  them 
— we  have,  we  repeat,  felt  it  to  be  our  highest, 
though  not  our  reluctant  duty,  to  mingle  strong  ad- 
monitions with  our  general  remarks  upon  the  crisis 
likely  to  result  from  the  demise  of  the  late  king,  and 
to  touch  upon  circumstances  in  the  position  of  the 
future  sovereign,  which,  with  all  our  true  and  ear- 
nest dependence  upon  her  native  virtues,  have  filled 
our  minds  with  alarm. 

It  was  for  the  constitution  of  England  that  we 
trembled.  It  is  from  closely  meditating  the  various 
sources  of  contingent,  nay,  of  infallible  disaster  to 
the  state  itself,  and  to  the  inexperienced  sovereign 
who  holds  the  chief  post  of  honor  and  of  danger  in  it, 
that  we  have  conscientiously  and  resolutely  pro- 
claimed what  we  have  dreaded — fearless  of  all  si- 
nister imputation  upon  our  motives,  though  well 
aware  that  we  should  not  escape  it — reckless  as  to 
what  personal  enemies  we  might  create,  but  bound 
by  the  same  religious  love  of  country  which  still 
prompts  us  to  ring  the  alarm  bell  throughout  the 
British  empire,  until  we  shall  have  helped  to  achieve 
its  salvation,  have  seen  it  perish,  or  have  our- 
selves ceased  to  exist. 

We  declare,  then,  that  nothing  has  yet  happened 
to  mitigate  those  apprehensions  which  within  the 
last  fortnight  we  have  from  day  to  day  expressed, 
of  evil  likely  to  befal  the  new  reign,  if  the  probable 
causes  of  it  should  not  be  well  examined  and  pre- 
pared against.  The  very  depth  and  fulness  of  his 
loyal  attachment  to  his  queen  ought  to  make  a vir- 
tuous Englishman  so  much  the  more  solicitous  to 
protect  her  from  perils  of  which  it  is  scarcely  in  the 
nature  of  things  that  she  should  of  herself  be  con- 
scious. 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday  have  not  dispelled 
our  fears;  but,  on  the  contrary,  much  tended  to  en- 
hance them.  Subscribing  to  all  that  has  been  an- 
nounced as  to  the  correct  and  becoming  manner  in 
which  her  majesty,  on  this  first  performance  of  a 
public  duty,  read  the  declaration  composed  for  her, 
and  demeaned  herself  before  the  members  of  her 
council,  we  are  still  hound  to  regard  that  declara- 
tion on  the  same  constitutional  ground  which  go- 
verns the  construction  of  king’s  speeches  to  par- 
liament— as  merely  the  declaration  of  the  minister 
by  whom  it  was  framed.  And  who  is  that  minister? 
No  other  than  lord  Melbourne,  the  whig  slave  of 
the  radical  Joseph  Hume,  and  of  the  anti-Saxon 
Papist,  O’Connell — the  same  lord  Melbourne  who 
has  for  the  last  two  years  and  more  been  levying 
open  war  against,  or  trickily  undermining,  the  an- 
cient law’s,  the  fundamental  institutions,  and  the 
Protestant  monarchy  of  Great  Britain.  Has  he 
(under  the  tuition  of  Middlesex  Joseph)  turned 
black  into  wdiite?  Has  this  whig  radical  “Ethio- 
pian changed  his  skin?” — “this  leper”  of  popery 
“his  spots?” 

The  speech  of  yesterday  was  lord  Melbourne’s 
speech,  and  what  was  its  character?  Why,  the 
greater  portion  of  it  a string  of  common  places, 
and  one  part  something  worse,  for  it  was  a mixture 
of  implied  misrepresentations  and  dangerous,  be- 
cause indefinite,  pledges. 

Lord  Melbourne  makes  the  young  queen  con- 
gratulate herself  on  succeeding  a monarch  whose 
“desire  to  promote  the  amelioration  of  the  laws  and 
institutions  of  the  country  has  rendered  his  name 
the  object  of  general  attachment  and  veneration.” 


Now,  here  is  an  assumption  w'hich  involves  a 
notorious  falsehood.  It  is  positively  untrue  that 
king.  William  desired  to  promote  these  schemes  of 
factious  and  revolutionary  policy  which  lord  Mel- 
bourne chooses  to  designate  by  the  word  “amelio- 
rations.” It  is  known  to  every  member  of  decent 
society  in  England,  that  king  William  detested  and 
abhorred  every  one  of  those  projects  of  church 
spoliation,  both  here  and  in  Ireland,  which  in  sun- 
dry direct  as  well  as  indirect  forms  it  was  the  in- 
cessant scheme  of  lord  Melbourne  and  his  col- 
leagues to  force  upon  the  legislature  and  the  crown. 
King  William,  it  is  notorious,  would,  had  he  felt 
strong  enough,  have  released  himself  from  the 
“ameliorations,”  and  from  the  ministers  too— that 
he  tolerated  either  arose  from  his  being  cruelly  co- 
erced; and  yet  this  unhappy  condition  of  the  late 
sovereign  is  iniquitously  misrepresented  to  the 
young  queen  by  lord  Melbourne,  who  imposes  it 
upon  her  majesty  as  a state  of  things  which  corres- 
ponded with  the  desires  of  king  William!  Queen 
Victoria’s  subjects  are  not  deceived  by  a fraud  so 
palpable,  nor,  unless  we  be  much  mistaken,  will 
she  remain  long  without  herself  detecting  it. 

But,  again,  let  the  people  of  England  but  ima- 
gine the  honor  and  generosity  of  a cabinet  who 
would  dare  to  involve  their  sovereign  at- the  very 
first  hour  of  her  reign,  and  before  she  could  by 
possibility  have  learned  the  force  or  consequences 
of  such  an  obligation,  in  an  implicit  pledge  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  her  predecessor,  by  lending 
her  name  to  that  series  of  revolutionary  changes 
which  these  designing  ministers  have  masked  un- 
der the  plausible  term  of  “ameliorations.”  We  have 
seldom  heard  of  any  political  expedient  more  un- 
principled, more  treacherous  or  unfeeling  than 
this.  It  is  an  actual  trepanning  of  their  innocent 
sovereign  into  a course  of  policy  subservient  to 
their  own  selfish  interests,  and  an  abuse  more  glar- 
ing than  we  have  ever  before  witnessed  of  that 
confidence  which  a helpless  princess  has  been  com- 
pelled to  place  in  a band  of  unworthy  advisers.— 
We  call  upon  our  countrymen  to  watch  the  pro- 
gress of  these  machinations,  and  then  to  mark  their 
issue.  We  appeal  to  the  conservative  spirit  and 
wisdom  of  the  realm  to  rouse  themselves,  and  save 
the  laws  and  religion  of  the  people  of  England 
from  destruction.  They  have  not  many  weeks  to 
prepare.  With  a new  parliament,  jobbed  by  a mi- 
nistry decked  out  in  plumage  plucked  from  their 
newr  sovereign,  and  with  an  overwhelming  creation 
of  rabble  peers,  what  obstacle,  let  us  ask,  is  there 
in  the  way  of  these  men  to  an  entire  and  irretrieva- 
ble overthrow  of  the  British  monarchy?  But  if 
me  qutcu  be  ol  tender  years,  she  has  ripe  counsel- 
lors in  her-subjects,  who  will  sacrifice  all  they  have 
for  her  protection.  We,  in  our  humble  sphere, 
shall  fearlessly  do  our  duty. 

From,  the  London  Morning  Chronicle,  June  23. 

The  Times  is  determined  that  the  sages  of  Print- 
ing House  square  shall  complete  the  education  of  the 
queen.  Her  majesty,  it  seems,  did  not  comprehend 
the  meaning  of  the  declaration  put  into  her  mouth 
“by  her  artful  ministers,”  and  which  she  “grace- 
fully delivered  with  so  touching  an  unconscious- 
ness'''’ of  the  “insidious  meaning”  of  its  words. — 
“Iniquities  have  been  imposed  upon  the  queen’s 
uninformed  judgment,  and  upon  the  public  credu- 
lity, (as  if  they  had  her  royal  approbation);”  and 
as  her  majesty  labors  under  a delusion,  our  contem- 
porary, determined  to  undeceive  her,  commenced 
his  labors  by  informing  her  that  her  illustrous  pa- 
rent is  her  greatest  enemy,  and  that  if  she  does  not 
abjure  her  lessons  she  is  in  a fair  way  to  perdition. 
We  wonder  the  Times,  in  its  hatred  of  the  principles 
of  the  declaration,  does  not  also  remind  her  majesty, 
that  she  ought,  above  all  things,  to  avoid  treading 
in  the  footsteps  of  her  illustrious  father,  the  duke  of 
Kent,  who  seized  every  occasion  for  manifesting 
his  attachment  to  the  principles  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty,  his  zeal  for  reform  in  church  and 
state,  and  for  the  diffusion  of  education,  and  who 
enjoyed  so  large  a share  of  the  public  esteem.  In 
order  that  the  lessons  of  the  tories  as  pronounced 
through  the  organ  of  the  Printing  House  square, 
may  have  all  the  aid  which  circumstances  can  give 
them,  the  nation  is  invited  to  return  “to  parliament 
men  wbqwill  steadily  oppose  the  ministers  that  have 
been  forced  upon  the  queen’s  presence,  release  her 
from  the  meshes  in  which  they  have  cunningly  en- 
tangled her,  and  enable  her  to  provide  herself  with 
wiser  and  more  upright  counsellors,”  for  the  very 
existence  of  the  monarchy  depends  upon  the  tories 
having  a majority  in  the  next  parliament. 

Sir  Kobert  Peel,  it  is  true,  last  night  did  not 
seem  to  think  her  majesty’s  education  had  been  so 
much  neglected  by  her  illustrious  parent  as  the 
Times  would  have  us  believe.  On  the  contrary, 
while  joining  with  lord  John  Russel  in  expressing 
his  cordial  wishes  that  health  and  happiness  and  a 


long  reign  of  prosperity  and  glory  might  accompa-  J 
ny  the  young  queen,  he  added  emphatically,  “I  J 
only  wish  that  success  may  respond  to  her  own  ; 
natural  inclinations — to  her  own  natural  powers,  i 
an.!  to  the  unremitting  attention  and  insidious  care  i 
devoted  to  her  education  by  an  illustrious  princess 
and  affectionate  mother.  If  that  success  corres- 
ponds to  the  natural  dispositions  and  to  the  unre-  i 
mitting  care  and  attention  bestowed  upon  her,  it 
will  be  complete  as  the  human  mind  can  conceive.” 
This  tribute  to  truth,  though  loudly  cheered  by 
the  ministerial  benches,  was  very  coolly  received 
by  the  tories.  The  Times,  which  only  yesterday 
had  indignantly  asked  ministers  “was  it  their  own 
‘tender  and  enlighted  care  of  her  majesty’3  educa- 
tion,’ which  they  meant  to  puli',  when  in  the  speech 
which  they  composed  for  their  sovereign  they  as- 
cribed that  merit  ostensibly  to  her  majesty’s  mo- 
ther,” will  no  doubt  deem  it  expedient  to  take  sir 
Robert  to  task  for. this  blunder  he  has  committed  of 
eulogizing  still  more  warmly  than  lord  John  Rus- 
sell the  merit  of  her  majesty’s  parent. 

The  oracle  of  Printing  House  square  does  indeed 
assign  what  to  tories  must  appear  perfectly  good 
reasons  for  crying  down  the  duchess  of  Kent  and 
the  queen’s  education — that  the  party  have  no  hopes 
from  that  quarter.  Tne  Morning  Post  and  the 
Standard,  which  protested  against  the  views  of  the 
Times  being  imputed  to  the  tory  party,  are  be- 
labored by  that  journal  in  its  own  peculiar  way. 
We  pass  over  the  compliment  to  ourselves,  for 
which  we  were  prepared,  to  lay  before  our  readers 
the  following  modest  retort  upon  the  two  conser- 
vative journals  above  alluded  to: 

“The  conservative  cause  is,  indeed,  our  adviser, 
for  in  our  eyes  it  alone  can  avert  the  destruction  of 
the  monarchy;  but  for  some  of  those  who  affect  to 
number  themselves  with  the  conservative  party, 
they  enjoy  just  as  much  of  our  esteem  or  considera- 
tion as  a certain  ill-conditioned  cur  in  a certain 
morning  paper,  (the  Post)  the  manual  of  semp- 
stresses, and  the  housemaid’s  guide  to  fashion,  that  ; 
in  the  two  last  numbers,  has  been  alternately  whin- 
ing and  snarling  at  the  Times,  and  the  name  of 1 the 
conservatives,’  God  save  the  mark!  disavowing  what 
he  calls  our  ‘attacks’  upon  the  duchess  of  Kent. 
Now,  if  we  had  attacked  the  personal  character  of 
that  lady,  the  cur  might  have  snapped  at  us,  and 
fairly  earned  a caress  from  the  underling  in  charge 
of  him.  But  we  did  no  such  thing.  We  said,  and 
we  repeat,  that  the  duchess  of  Kent  has  constitu- 
tionally nothing  to  do  with  English  politics,  and 
that  her  royal  daughter  ought  to  have  responsible — 
not  irresponsible  advisers.  As  for  the  defences  put 
forth  fur  the  queen's  mother  on  points  where  her 
royal  highness  never  was  assailed,  and  the  trash 
about  sowing  dissensions  in  the  royal  family,  w'e 
have  many  days  since  exposed  their  folly  and  their 
falsehood.  But  there  are  traffickers  and  trucklers 
in  all  parties,  in  all  there  are  camp  followers,  and 
the  conservatives  apparently  have  their  share. 
These  are  personages  whom  we  would  willingly 
save  the  trouble  of  disavowing  us.  They  are  not 
the  subjects  of  our  formal  disclaimer,  simply  be- 
cause we  hold  them  in  contempt.  They  are  in  con- 
sternation at  our  cool  defiance  of  resentments,  which 
they  fancy  may  overflow  upon  themselves  and  post- 
pone their  chance  of  that  court  favor  in  some  quar- 
ters, which  we  can  tell  them  it  was  long  ago  de- 
creed that  they  should  not  be  blessed  with.  A 
month  or  tw'o  will  teach  the  country  whose  views 
have  been  the  soundest,  whose  judgment  the  keen- 
est, whose  estimate  of  characters  and  calculation 
of  national  prospects  have  been  the  most  deserving 
of  public  trust  and  confidence.” 

For  how  much  of  this  eulogy  the  Standard  comes 
in  we  cannot  exactly  say.  Who  are  the  traffickers, 
trucklers  and  camp  followers  w ho  are  in  consterna- 
tion at  the  cool  defiance  of  the  Times  of  resentments 
which  they  fancy  may  overflow  upon  themselves 
and  postpone  their  chance  of  that  court  favor  in 
some  quarters,  which  it  was  long  ago  decreed  they 
should  not  be  blessed  with ? Does  the  Times  mean 
to  insinuate  that  the  Standard  would  not  have  equal- 
ly adduced  the  testimony  of  a sainted  lady  now  no 
more  to  the  excellent  religious  instruction  received 
by  the  princess  from  her  parent,  if  the  Standard  had 
known  the  mighty  secret  that  there  was  no  hope 
for  the  tories  from  that  quarter?  Or  is  the  Stan- 
dard altogether  overlooked,  and  the  personage  whom 
the  Times  would  save  the  trouble  of  disavowing  it, 
sir  Robert  Peel,  so  lately  the  god  of  its  idolatry?  It 
is  but  the  other  day  that  the  Times  told  us  that  sir 
Robert  was  too  good  for  the  tories — that  while  he 
was  dedicating  his  days  and  nights  to  the  good 
cause  they  were  passing  their  nights  and  days  in 
hells  and  wrorse  places,  and  could  not  bring  them- 
selves to  sacrifice  so  much  to  duty  as  to  be  present 
at  important  divisions.  Are  we  to  understand  that 
sir  Robert  is  not  now  up  to  the  tory  mark,  and  that 
lord  Lyndhurst  has  imbued  the  Times  w'ith  his  no- 
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tions  of  female  excellence?  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is 
tolerably  clear  that  our  tory  contemporaries  have  at 
present  enough  on  their  hands  in  combating  one 
another.  The  quarrel  is  a very  pretty  quarrel  as  it 
stands.  We  expect  from  it  both  edification  and 
amusement. 


From  the  Liverpool  Chronicle,  June  24 
The  shameless  audacity  and  effrontery  with  which 
the  apostate  writers  of  the  London  Times  have  for 
some  weeks  back,  assailed  the  young  queen  and 
her  august-  and  amiable  mother,  have,  we  are  glad 
to  find,  excited  universal  disgust  and  reprobation 
from  men  of  all  parties,  and  are  helping,  in  an 
amazing  degree,  the  already  increasing  unpopulari- 
ty of  the  tory  leaders  who  have  bought  and  now 
work  that  degraded  paper.  But  the  scurrility  with 
which  those  attacks  are  penned,  is  not  more  strik- 
ing than  the  unfortunate  grounds  on  which  they 
are  made.  1.  The  Solomon  of  the  tory  lords  lays 
it  down  in  dictatorial  tone,  which  would  assume 
him  to  be  the  Gamaliel  of  the  world,  that  there 
ought  to  be  no  influence  of  any  kind  about  the 
crown,  that  the  wearer  of  it  should  be  free  and  un 
biased,  and  consult  the  welfare  of  the  country  un- 
shackled by  any  power  behind  the  throne  and  sup- 
posed to  be  greater  than  the  throne  itself.  We 
agree  with  this  proposition  entirely — but  we  regard 
it  as  a very  unfortunate  doctrine  for  the  mouth- 
piece of  the  tory  aristocracy  to  put  forth,  after 
thwarting  the  Melbourne  administration  in  every 
possible  way  by  the  backstairs  influence  or  almost 
despotism  which  they  had  established  over  the  royal 
mind  during  the  declining  years  of  the  late  king. 
2.  The  Times  Solomon  is  foolishly  amusing  and 
contradictory  in  the  climax  of  his  conceit.  Having 
first  established  that  there  ought  to  be  no  influence 
exercised  over  the  crown,  what  does  the  insolent 
varlet  do  next?  He  assumes  that  it  is  probable  that 
the  duchess  of  Kent  may  have  some  influence  over 
the  mind  of  her  daughter,  and  then,  with  cool  as- 
surance, goes  on  to  say,  “please  your  majesty,  de- 
pose your  royal  mother  from  your  affections,  and 
take  me,  the  hireling  scribe  of  the  Times  newspa- 
per, the  Times  of ‘brickbat  and  bludgeon’  memory, 
to  be  your  guide  and  mentor.”  The  world  hath  not 
such  another  specimen  of  unvarnished  and  vulgar 
impudence  recorded  in  its  chronicles.  This  is 
laughable  as  well  as  contradictory.  We  might  kick 
against  his  grace  of  Wellington  and  the  queen  hav- 
ing an  influence  over  the  late  king — but  there  was 
no  absurdity  to  ridicule  in  the  matter.  There  is 
something  ennobling,  if  not  gratifying,  in  being 
devoured  by  the  lion,  but  when  the  ape  and  the 
monkey  declare  war  asM”0*  «-o  oaii  in  mourns 
to  settle  the  question  with  them  without  ever  think- 
ing of  an  appeal  to  Mars.  3.  We  have,  in  the 
course  of  the  rancorous  attacks  in  the  Times,  a me- 
morable instance  of  the  possibility  of  malice  over- 
shooting its  mark  and  wounding  itself  with  its  en- 
venomed shafts.  In  its  first  onset,  the  hired  poi- 
soner of  rupntations  was  impartially  slanderous  in 
his  attacks  upon  both  mother  and  daughter.  It 
may  be  that  the  tory  peers  saw  the  error,  for,  in  a 
day  or  two,  “the  thuuderer,”  the  mimic  and  small- 
ware  Jove,  while  he  grew  more  vituperative  against 
the  duchess  of  Kent,  turned  round  to  pour  out  the 
most  fulsome  and  sickening  adulation  at  the  feet  of 
the  young  queen.  He  discovered  that,  instead  of 
being  what  he  had  before  represented  her  to  be,  she 
was  the  possessor  of  every  virtue,  that  her  natural 
endowments  of  mind  have  been  cultivated  to  the 
maturity  of  perfection,  and  her  intellect  and  accom- 
plishments of  every  kind  brought  out  by  a most 
careful  and  well-planned  education.  Thanks  to  the 
tory  scribe  for  so  much  of  truth  wrung  unwilling- 
ly from  his  libel-loving  pen!  The  people  of  Eng- 
land knew  full  well  that  their  queen  has  been  al- 
together trained  and  brought  up  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  her  mother’s  eye.  It  is  their  custom 
also  to  judge  of  the  tree  by  its  fruits,  and,  there- 
fore passing  by  the  malignity  and  venom  of  the 
Times,  they  will  look  at  the  compliment  unwitting- 
ly paid  to  the  duchess  of  Kent,  and  while  they 
fondly  give  their  allegiance  to  the  daughter,  they 
will  turn  with  gratitude  to  the  mother  whose  care 
has  made  her  what  she  is. 

And  now  we  take  our  leave  of  the  apostate  and 
falling  editor  of  the  Times  in  the  words  of  the 
poet — 

Go,  doff  that  lion’s  hide 
And  hang  a calf-skin  on  those  recreant  limbs. 

From  the  London  Spectator,  June  25. 

The  remarks  we  have  to  offer  will  not  harmo- 
nise with  the  prevailing  tone  which  writers  in 
newspapers  and  public  speakers  have  assumed  for 
the  week:  but  though  our  verdict  on  the  whole 
must  be  less  flattering  than  that  of  the  present 
courtly  eulogists,  it  will  not  be  so  bitter  as  the 


whispered  reproaches  very  familiar  to  whig  lips 
and  ears  when  the  poor  nian  was  dying.  On  the 
throne,  as  in  private  life,  William  the  fourth  seems 
to  have  been  a good  hearted  man.  He  had  little 
information,  and  strong  prejudices.  Though  suf- 
ficiently conceited  and  self-willed,  he  was  easily 
imposed  upon  and  led  by  the  designing.  Anxious 
for  popularity,  he  still  betrayed  a dread  of  the  means 
to  obtain  it.  He  seems  to  have  thrown  himself 
into  the  arms  of  earl  Grey,  in  the  first  year  of  his 
reign,  not  from  any  enlightened  views  on  the  state 
of  public  feeling,  but  because  he  was  vexed  that 
on  account  of  1ns  minister’s  unpopularity  he  could 
not  act  the  king  at  a city  feast.  Subsequently,  he 
was  terrified  by  the  opposition  of  the  peers,  and 
withdrew  from  earl  Grey  the  support  which  he  was 
pledged  to  give.  He  took  back  earl  Grey,  and 
passed  the  reform  bill,  because  he  had  no  other  re- 
source. He  used  his  influence  with  the  peers,  to 
avoid  a convulsion  which  might  have  cost  him  his 
throne.  When  these  facts  are  considered,  his  me- 
rit in  having  passed  the  reform  bill  seems  small, 
though  that  act  will  render  the  epoch  of  his  reign 
immortal.  Again,  in  1834,  he  abandoned  the  li- 
berals, and  had  recourse  to  the  tories;  and  when 
obliged  to  recall  the  former,  he  treated  them  with 
hauteur  and  ill-concealed  dislike,  withholding  from 
them  that  countenance  which  he  was  bound  as  a 
king  to  give;  and  all  this  he  did  under  “backstairs” 
or  irresponsible  influence.  In  fact,  his  late  majes- 
ty, though  at  times  a jovial,  and,  for  a king,  an 
honest  man,  was  a weak,  ignorant,  common  place 
sort  of  person.  He  was  vain  of  his  attention  to 
what  he  called  business,  and  meddled  with  mat 
ters  which  he  had  much  better  have  left  alone. — 
He  attached  immense  importance  to  all  court  cere 
monials,  and  was  officious  in  his  instructions  to  the 
officers  of  his  household,  and  particular  about  th 
persons  who  were  presented  to  him  on  levee  days 
He  stickled  for  the  inviolability  of  the  civil  list  pen- 
sions, and  was  resolved  to  keep  up  a large  army  and 
navy.  He  conceived  the  essence  of  royalty  to  re 
side  in  its  externals,  and  when  he  had  held  a numer 
ous  levee,  given  audience  to  ministers,  signed 
some  state  papers,  disposed  of  the  patronage  that 
fell  in,  distributed  a few  charities,  and  had  a din- 
ner party  in  St.  George’s  Hall,  he  imagined  that  he 
had  been  laboriously  employed  in  the  performance 
of  the  great  kingly  duties.  Notwithstanding  his 
feebleness  of  purpose  and  littleness  of  mind,  his 
ignorance  and  his  prejudices,  William  the  fourth 
was  to  the  last  a popular  sovereign;  but  his  very 
popularity  was  acquired  at  the  price  of  somethin 
ike  public  contempt.  There  might  certainly  be 
kind  ol  tondness,  but  no  real  respect,  for  such 
person.  In  nrivate  life.  would  nnli»H  « 

ugher  than  a well-disposed  country  gentleman. — 
One  mischievous  crotchet  of  the  late  king,  was  his 
idea  that  naval,  military  and  diplomatic  uniforms 
covered  all  the  merit  in  his  dominions.  For 
science  or  literature  he  had  no  respect;  and  he 
showed  the  contempt  in  which  he  held  those  who 
professed  either,  by  the  kind  of  honors  which  he 
gave  them.  In  his  opinion,  the  most  insignificant 
major  general,  or  the  most  obscure  and  useless  ad- 
miral in  his  service,  was  of  far  greater  importance 
than  a Herschel,  a Davy,  a Scott,  a Southey,  or  a 
Babbage.  This  pernicious  error  must  be  rooted 
out  in  the  new  reign. 

We  have  heard  an  anecdote  of  the  king  not  men- 
tioned in  the  newspapers.  During  his  service  off 
the  coast  of  Canada,  the  prince  made  an  incursion 
into  Upper  Canada,  and  crossed  over  into  the  state 
of  Vermont.  He  went  into  a tailor’s  shop,  and 
saw  his  wife,  a remarkably  pretty  woman;  the  hus 
band  being  in  a back  room.  The  prince,  sans  cere 
monie,  ravished  a kiss  from  the  lady;  and  said, 
“there!  now  tell  your  countrywomen  that  the  son 
of  the  king  of  England  had  kissed  a Yankee  tailor’s 
wife.”  Unhappily,  the  tailor  himself  made  his  ap 
pearance  at  that  moment;  and,  being  an  athletic 
fellow,  gave  the  scion  of  royalty  a tremendous 
kick:  “There!”  said  he,  “now  go  and  tell  your 
countrywomen  that  a Yankee  tailor  has  kicked  the 
son  of  the  king  of  England.”  According  to  the 
story,  which  is  still  current  and  firmly  credited  in 
Vermont,  the  young  prince  was  glad  to  get  off  on 
these  terms.  George  the  third,  we  have  seen,  was 
resolved  “that  his  son  should  win  his  way  to  pro- 
motion in  the  same  manner  as  the  most  friendless 
young  man  in  the  fleet;”  how  well  that  resolution 
was  kept,  the  following  history  of  prince  William’s 
progress  will  tell.  In  1786,  he  was  appointed  third 
lieutenant  of  the  Pegasus;  on  the  10th  April,  1786, 
passing  over  the  rank  of  commander,  he  was  made 
captain  ot  the  Pegasus;  in  1790,  he  was  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  Valiant,  seventy-four;  and 
in  December  of  the  same  year,  he  became  an  admi- 
ral— he  was  then  twenty-four  years  of  age.  Such 
was  the  fashion  in  which  this  “friendless”  young 
man  “won  his  way  to  promotion.”  While  on  the 


Leeward  Island  station  as  captain  of  the  Pegasus, 
he  was  under  the  command  of  Nelson,  who  seems 
to  have  thought  well  of  him.  In  a letter,  Nelson 
says:  “His  royal  highness  keeps  up  the  strictest  dis- 
cipline in  his  ship.”  It  was  perhaps  the  measures 
he  took  to  keep  up  the  “strictest  discipline,”  which 
gained  him  the  character  of  being  a flogging  cap- 
tain. In  1794,  when  the  jacobin  spirit,  as  it  was 
called,  ran  high  in  England,  the  duke  of  Clarence 
was  nicknamed  prince  William  Henry  “Flogster;” 
and  it  was  proposed,  in  an  incendiary  placard,  that 
he  should  “dance  on  the  tight  rope  from  a lamp 
post  with  Master  Billy  Pitt.”  His  connexion  with 
Mrs.  Jordan  was  the  most  remarkable  feature  in 
the  private  life  of  the  late  king.  Dora  Jordan, 
whose  real  name,  Mr.  Boaden,  her  biographer,  tells 
us,  was  Dorothy  Bland,  had  had  three  children, 
two  of  them  by  a Mr.  Ford  (the  father  of  the  third 
is  not  known),  when  the  duke  of  Clarence  made 
his  proposals  to  her.  This  connexion  commenced 
1790,  and  lasted  till  1810;  when  a separation  took 
place.  There  appears  to  have  been  no  quarrel;  but 
the  duke  discarded  her  because  he  wanted  money, 
and  had  no  other  way  of  getting  it  except  by  mar- 
rying a rich  wife.  Indeed,  at  thi3  time,  the  duke 
of  Clarence  was  looked  upon  as  little  better  than  a 
fortune  hunter.  Poor  Mrs.  Jordan  returned  to  the 
stage.  She  was  enthusiastically  welcomed  by  the 
public,  and  the  reward  of  her  exertions  enabled  her 
still  to  live  in  splendor.  We  remember  to  have 
seen  her  travelling  in  a handsome  carriage  and 
four,  with  several  servants  on  a professional  tour. 
It  appears,  however,  that  she  gave  blank  accept- 
ances— probably  for  Ford,  and  became  so  much 
embarrassed,  that  she  was  compelled  to  retire  to 
France,  where  she  died  in  distress. 

The  conduct  of  the  duke  of  Clarence  in  allowing 
Mrs.  Jordan,  who  had  been  all  that  a wife  could 
have  been  to  him  for  twenty  years,  and  who  was 
the  mother  of  ten  children,  reared  and  acknowledg- 
ed as  his  own,  has  been  the  subject  of  much  ani- 
madversion; and,  notwithstanding  the  attempts  to 
exculpate  him,  we  think  that  he  comes  shabbidly 
out  of  the  affair.  The  duke  was  indeed  freed  from 
his  engagements  to  maintain  her,  by  her  return  to 
the  stage;  but  he  might  have  sougfit  her  out,  and 
saved  her  from  absolute  poverty.  Mr.  Barton,  who 
was  for  many  years  in  the  duke’s  service,  and  was 
afterwards  treasurer  of  queen  Adelaide’s  house- 
hold, gives  this  account  of  the  money  transactions: 
“I  take  upon  myself  to  submit  the  following 
statement  to  the  public,  acquainting  them,  in  the 
first  place,  that  it  was  through  my  hand  the  whole 
transaction  upon  the  separation  of  the  duke  and 
Mrs.  Jordan  passed;  that  it  was  at  my  suggestion 

JMrw.  Jordan  adnptod  tho  resolution  of  loaving1  this 

country  for  France,  to  enable  her  the  more  readily 
and  honorably  to  extricate  herself  from  the  troubles 
into  which  she  had  fallen  through  a misplaced  con- 
fidence: and  that  I possess  a correspondence  with 
Mrs.  Jordan,  subsequent  to  her  leaving  England, 
which  corroborates  my  statement  in  the  minutest 
points.  Upon  the  separation  which  took  place  be- 
tween Mrs.  Jordan  and  the  duke,  in  the  year  1811, 
it  was  agreed  that  she  should  have  the  care,  until  a 
certain  age,  of  her  four  youngest  daughters;  and  a 
settlement  was  made  by  the  duke  for  the  payment, 
by  him,  of  the  following  amounts: 

“For  the  maintenance  of  his  lour  daughters  £1,500 
For  a house  and  a carriage  for  their  use  600  . 
For  Mrs.  Jordan’s  own  use  1,500 

And  to  enable  Mrs.  Jordan  to  make  a pro- 
vision for  her  married  daughters,  children 
of  a former  connection  800 


In  all  £4,400 

This  settlement  was  carried  into  effect;  but  was,  in 
a few'  months,  nullified  by  the  return  of  Mrs.  Jor- 
dan, to  the  stage.” 

From  the  Examiner. 

The  late  king  was  a man  of  a very  confined  un- 
derstanding, and  of  very  defective  education,  but 
thoroughly  disposed  to  do  his  best,  to  the  extent 
of  views  dim,  prejudiced,  or  erroneous,  as  they 
might  happen  to  be.  His  intellect  was  not  worthy 
of  his  intentions.  Conscientiously  he  would  have 
pursued  the  most  fatal  courses,  had  not  the  firmness 
of  the  commons  placed  a barrier  to  his  will.  He 
was  miserably  misled  by  the  people  about  his  per- 
son. The  terrors  of  the  court,  real  or  feigned  (and 
we  believe  there  has  been  about  as  much  one  as  the 
other),  can  only  be  likened  to  the  superstitions 
which  used  to  have  sway  in  darkened  nurseries, 
when  nurseries  were  not  wiser  than  courts.  That 
Mr.  O’Connell  was  about  to  take  the  crown  off  the 
king’s  head— or  that,  but  for  lord  Hill,  in  the  com- 
mand-of  the  army,  the  sentinel  at  the  gate  of  St. 
James’  would  have  orders  to  shoot  his  majesty — 
were  the  potent  beliefs  of  the  alarmists  at  St. 
James’. 
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Maternal  Affection.  N.  York,  Aug.  21.  A poor 
woman  on  ascending  the  ladder  of  the  ship  Nestor, 
on  Saturday,  for  New  Orleans,  gave  her  child  to  a 
laborer  on  the  wharf,  who,  on  handing  it  to  the  mo- 
ther, let  it  fall  into  the  dock:  the  mother  was  stand- 
ing on  the  rail,  about  15  feet  from  the  water — 
whence  she  leaped  and  saved  her  child,  amid  the 
cheers  of  several  hundred  persons,  and  for  this  bold 
act  of  affection  and  humanity,  the  agent  of  the  ship 
gave  her  a free  passage.  [ Journal . 

On  Friday  last,  Mr.  William. Menix  drew  from 
the  Ohio  river,  at  this  place,  with  a hook  and  line, 
a cat-fish  weighing  63  pounds — and  the  preceding 
day,  Mr,  Anthony  D.  Clarke,  at  the  Fish  Creek 
caught  in  a seine  in  the  riverat  his  place,  one  which 
weighed  64  pounds!  [ Marshall  Beacon. 

A Duel. — A slip  from  the  Mobile  Times  of  the 
14th  inst  says:  “The  steamboat  Champion,  captain 
Murray,  arrived  last  evening  from  Pensacola.'  On 
board  was  the  corpse  of  Richard  M.  Hannon, 
esq.  of  this  city,  who  fell  in  a duel  on  Saturday  af- 
ternoon, by  the  hands ' of  lieut.  Mtjnn,  of  the  na- 
vy. The  deceased  had  repaired  with  his  friends  to 
Pensacola  to  meet  lieut.  Munn;  they  exchanged 
but  one  shot,  the  ball  passing  through  the  body  of 
Mr.  Hannon;  his  adversary  escaped  unhurt.  By 
request,  we  forbear  comment  or  narrative  of  cir- 
cumstances.” 

Lexington,  ( Ky .)  August  16.  We  learn  that  the 
clerks  offices  of  the  Scott  circuit  and  county 
courts,  at  Georgetown,  were  destroyed  by  fire,  to- 
gether with  all  the  books  and  papers  belonging  to 
them,  on  Wednesday  night  of  last  week.  It  is 
supposed,  from  the  fact  that  there  had  been  no  fire 
in  either  office  during  the  day,  that  it  was  the 
work  of  an  incendiary,  indeed  there  is  but  little 
doubt  of  it.  Suspicion  has  not  yet  rested  upon  any 
individual,  though  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  the 
perpetrator  of  an  act  so  base  and  disgraceful  will 
be  unable  to  elude  the  punishment  which  his  crime 
so  richly  merits.  Great  inconvenience  and  loss 
must  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  this  act. — 
All  the  evidences  of  property  and  many  of  debt  in 
the  county  have  been  destroyed,  leaving  the  door 
open  for  corruptions  of  every  description.  The 
wretch  who  could  lend  himself  to  the  perpetration 
of  such  a crime  deserves  severer  tortures  than  hu- 
man ingenuity  has  yet  invented  for  the  infliction  of 
punishment.  [ Observer . 

Coal  in  Massachusetts.  About  twenty  miners 
are  employed  at  the  coal  mines  recently  discovered 
in  Massachusetts,  and  about  twenty  tons  of  coal 
are  taken  from  the  mines  each  day.  The  coal  is  of 

superior  quality,  readily  igrdteo-,— e*ivd  m o.Icc tj  a.  d u m- 

ble  and  a very  hot  fire.  Dr.  Jackson  represents 
the  coal  as  equal  to  the  anthracite. 

Important  discovery.  A quarry  of- superior  tri- 
colored marble  was  discovered  a few'  days  since  on 
the  land  of  Mr.  Ainsley.  about  six  miles  above 
Boonville,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Missouri  river. — 
It  is  of  a dark  bluish  purple  complexion,  and  is 
susceptible  of  the  finest  polish. 

Roger  Sherman.  His  biographer  says,  “the  vo- 
lume which  he  consulted  more  than  any  other  wras 
the  Bible.  It  was  his  custom  at  the  commence- 
ment of  every  session  of  congress  to  purchase  a 
copy  of  the  scriptures,  to  peruse  it  daily,  and  to 
present  it  to  one  of  his  children  on  his  return.” 

The  faculty  of  Yale  college  have  conferred  the 
honorary  degree  of  master  of  arts  on  Dr.  Foltz,  of 
the  navy.  Such  honors,  when  appropriately  con- 
ferred, as  in  the  present  instance,  cannot  fail  to  in- 
spire the  officers  of  the  service  with  ambition  to 
distinguish  themselves,  and  contribute  to  the  cause 
of  science  and  letters,  by  taking  advantage  of  the 
peculiar  opportunities  with  which  they  are  furnish- 
ed in  their  distant  wanderings. 

Forty  of  the  prisoners  confined  in  the  penitentia- 
ry at  Alton,  Illinois,  made  their  escape  on  the  29th 
ult.  Two  of  them  were  retaken,  and  the  others,  at 
the  last  dates,  were  still  at  large. 

The  Newark  Daily  Advertiser  of  Saturday  states, 
that  the  new  bridge,  adjoining  the  rail  road  bridge 
over  the  Hackensack  river,  gave  way  that  morning, 
while  a drove  of  cattle  was  passing  over,  and  about 
forty  of  them  were  precipitated  into  the  river 
They  were  all  recovered,  and  the  damage  to  the 
bridge  will  be  repaired  in  a few  days.  Something 
like  thirty  feet  from  the  Bergen  side  gave  way. 
The  old  bridge  will  be  used  until  the  breach  is  re- 
paired. 

Incident  at  the  late  fire  at  New  Haven.  When  the 
alarm  was  given,  a little  boy,  about  five  years  old, 
was  asleep  in  a room  back  of  one  of  the  wooden 
stores  that  was  destroyed.  His  parents  not  sus- 
pecting the  danger  which  surrounded  him,  had 


locked  up  the  store  and  left  him  alone,  intending 
soon  to  return  but  before  they  got  back  the  alarm 
was  given,  and  the  room  had  taken  fire,  and  the 
uncle  of  the  boy  burst  in  to  save  him;' he  found  the 
little  fellow  looking  about  for  his  pantaloons,  “uncle” 
said  he,  “I  believe  there’s  a fire  somewhere  round 
here,  for  I see  the  light  and  hear  ’em  holler  ” 

[ Palladium . 

French  egg  trade.  France  supplies  London  with  a 
prodigious  quantity  of  eggs.  Scarcely  a day  passes 
that  does  not  witness  the  arrival  of  one  or  more 
vessels  laden  with  them  at  Ramesgate.  They  are 
carefully  packed  in  long  wooden  boxes,  put  on 
shore  there,  examined  by  the  custom  house  officers, 
and  immediately  shipped  for  London.  In  this  man- 
ner upwards  of  20  vessels  are  constantly  employed. 

The  last  Grand  Gulf  Advertiser  says  that  in  two 
or  three  weeks  the  great  patent  lever  cotton  press 
invented  by  Payne  Sc  January,  will  be  in  operation 
in  that  city;  and  that  they  are  preparing  to  ship  all 
their  cotton  direct  either  to  the  east  or  to  Europe. 
The  same  determination  is  manifested  in  Vicks- 
burgh,  and  we  doubt  says  the  Sentinel  whether  a 
single  bale  will  be  sent  from  Mississippi  to  New 
Orleans  this  season. 

The  Arkansas  Advocate  says  that  Fort  Coffee 
has  been  selected  as  the  most  suitable  point  for  the 
principal  garrison  of  the  western  frontier.  Capt. 
Charles  Thomas,  Q.  M.  U.  S.  army,  has  been  or- 
dered to  make  arrangements  for  the  speedy  erection 
of  fhe  new  garrison. 

At  the  late  commencement  Yale  college,  the  de- 
gree of  A.  B.  was  conferred  in  course  on  97  young 
gentlemen.  The  degree  of  A.  M.  was  conferred  on 
33  alumni.  The  degree  of  M.  D.  on  16  graduates 
of  the  medical  department. 

We  learn  that  the  number  of  bonds  which  have 
laid  over  at  the  custom  house  in  Baltimore,  between 
the  10th  of  May  and  the  20fh  of  August,  is  two 
hundred  and  six;  and  the  amount  due  on  them  is 
one  hundred  and  ninety  nine  thousand  five  hundred 
and  forty  one  dollars  and  seven  cents.  Suits  on  these 
bonds  have  been  postponed  until  the  first  of  October 
next.  [ Republican . 

New  frigate  congress.  Portsmouth  N.  H.  August 
19.  The  old  frigate  Congress,  now  condemned, 
was  built  at  the  Portsmouth  navy  yard  about  thirty- 
eight  years  ago.  Her  place  is  to  be  supplied  by 
another  frigate  of  the  same  name,  the  keei  of  which 
was  laid  in  the  new  house  at  the  navy  yard  in  this 
harbor,  on  Wednesday,  last,  under  the  supervision 
of  capt.  Thomas  W.  Wyman.  The  length  of  keel 
is  about  160  feet. 

TK«  r ollip-liv\3rro  Ir»  — .l.iol-  eho  is  tn  he  bllilt, 

was  completed  a month  or  two  since,  and  is  one  of 
the  best  to  be  found  in  the  union.  It  is  250  feet 
long,  130  feet  base,  and  its  roof  is  covered  by  about 
150  tons  of  slate.  The  improvements  made  at  the 
yard  since  com.  Crane  has  been  stationed  there,  are 
very  great.  We  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  give  a 
more  full  account  of  them.  [ Journal . 

Indictments.  “The  people  of  Paterson,  N.  J. 
were  considerably  amused  by  some  late  transactions 
in  court.  The  grand  jury  indicted  forty  persons  for 
selling  liquors,  and  then  presented  the  court  itself  as 
a nuisance,  for  having  licensed  as  many  grocers  as 
it  had  dune!  The  court  refused  to  receive  the 
communication  from' the  jury,  and  discharged  that 
body  forthwith.” 

Public  lands.  The  president  of  the  United  States 
has  issued  a proclamation,  ordering  a sale  at  auc- 
tion, commencing  on  the  9th  of  October  next,  of 
certain  public  unappropriated  lands,  in  the  following 
places: 

At  Laporte,  in  the  state  of  Indiana. 

At  Helena,  in  the  state  of  Arkansas. 

At  Opelousas,  in  the  state  of  Louisiana. 

At  St.  Stephens,  in  the  state  of  Alabama, 

At  Choceuma,  in  the  state  of  Mississippi. 

At  Milwaukee,  in  the  territory  of  Wisconsin. 

The  sales  will  be  kept  open  for  two  weeks. 

Commerce  of  Boston.  The  number  of  arrivals 
from  foreign  ports  into  Boston,  from  January  1st, 
1837,  to  July  1st,  1837,  was  859.  During  the  cor- 
responding time  of  last  year,  790 — increase  69. 
The  number  of  clearances  to  foreign  ports  from  Ja- 
nuary 1,  to  July  31,  1837,  was  726.  During  the 
same  time  last  year,  765 — decrease  37. 

The  New  Orleans  Herald  of  the  1st  inst.  says 
that  the  deaths  in  that  city  are  not  greater  in  num- 
ber than  those  in  other  cities  of  the  union  in  pro- 
portion to  population. 

A fact  for  contractors.  The  Maumee  Express 
states  under  the  above  head,  that  the  laborers  em- 
ployed upon  a portion  of  the  canal  in  that  neigh- 
| borhood,  have  been  allowed  eight  drinks  of  liquor  a 
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day,  and  the  consequence  is,  a great  number  of 
them  are  sick  of  fever  and  ague  while  those  upon 
another  job,  in  one  of  the  most  unhealthy  districts, 
who  have  been  allowed  no  liquor  at  all,  are,  to  a 
man,  in  good  health. 

Neapolitan  indemnity.  The  bank  of  America  has 
given  notice  that  the  net  proceeds  of  the  4th  instal- 
ment, amounting  to  the  sum  of  $235,547  30  will  be 
paid  to  the  claimants  on  and  after  the  25th  instant 
— being  at  the  rate  of  nearly  12£  per  cent,  on  the 
amount -awarded  in  the  certificates. 

Drs.  Harney,  Cuyler  and  Heiskell  have  arrived 
at  St.  Louis  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  as  com- 
missioners to  select  sites  for  the  establishment  of 
national  marine  hospitals  on  the  western  waters. 

Captain  White’s  company  of  Sante  Fe  traders, 
have  returned  to  Fayette  county,  Mo.  bringing 
about  $100,000  in  gold  and  silver.  The  gold  in 
dust,  and  silver  in  bars.  The  company  has  been 
unfortunate  with  their  mules,  having  lost  most  of 
them  coming  in. 

Coal  and  salt  in  Michigan.  Dr.  Houghton,  the 
state  geological  surveyor,  has  discovered  bitumi- 
nous coal  in  great  abundance,  in  Eaton  county, 
near  Grand  river — and  strong  indications  of  it  in 
Ingham  county.  The  salt  springs  in  the  vicinity 
of  Maple  river  and  those  near  Ionia  upon  Grand 
river,  are  represented  as  of  good  quality,  and  as  of- 
fering great  inducements  to  manufacturers  of  the 
article. 

Curious  fossil.  The  fossil  remnant  of  some  an- 
tediluvian varmint,  in  the  shape  of  a molar  tooth, 
was  dug  up  on  the  bank  of  Paint  creek,  in  this 
neighborhood,  a week  since.  The  section  disco- 
vered is  about  eight  inches  in  length  by  four  in 
breadth,  and  from  indications  in  the  shape  of  the 
fossil,  it  appears  to  have  belonged  to  an  individual 
of  the  canine  species.  • The  tooth — the  enamel  of 
which  is  an  eighth  of  an  inch  thick,  and  of  a 
beautiful  glossy  surface — looks  “mighty  wolfish.” 
Perhaps  it  is  a part  of  a shepherd  dog,  who  an- 
swered to  the  name  of  “Hark-away,”  in  the  days 
of  Jacob  and  Laban,  “when  the  world  was  young,” 
and  when  men  and  brutes  measured  superficial  in- 
ches, of  which  the  present  average  is  not  a tithe. — 
Who  knows’  A cast  of  the  fossil  is  to  be  taken 
and  sent  to  professor  Silliman;  may  be  he  can  tell. 

[ Sciota  (Ohio)  Gazette. 

Geological  survey  of  Ohio.  Under  the  law  of  the 
last  session  of  the  legislature,  authorising  the  go- 
vernor to  create  a geological  corps,  to  make  a full 
and  through  survey  of  the  whole  state,  the  follow- 
ing s<,r.ti0men  have  been  appointed: 

Professor  W.  W.  Mather,  or  n.  York,  principal 
geologist. 

Dr.  S.  P.  Hildreth,  of  Ohio,  1st  assistant. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Kirtland,  of  Ohio,  2d  do. 

Dr.  John  Lock,  of  Ohio,  3d  do. 

Professor  C.  Briggs  Jr.  of  New  York  4th  assis- 
tant. 

Col.  J.  C.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  topographical 
surveyor  and  draftsman. 

Port  of  Liverpool , Number  of  vessels,  with 
their  amount  of  tonnage,  reported  inwards  at  the 
custom  house,  from  the  25th  of  May  to  the  24th  of 
June,  1837,  viz:  1,233  British  vessels,  135,913 
tons;  126  foreign  vessels,  43,979  tons — total,  1,359 
vessels,  179,892  tons.  Also,  vessels  and  tonnage 
entered  this  port  for  the  months  ending  24th  June, 
1836  and  1837,  viz:  1837 — Liverpool,  1,359  vessels, 
179,892  tons;  Runcorn,  241  vessels,  12,004  tons — 
total,  1,600  vessels,  191,896  tons:  1836 — Liver- 
pool, 1,431  vessels,  194,826  tons;  Runcorn,  281 
vessels,  14,922  tons — total,  1,712  vessels,  209,748 
tons.  Decrease,  112  vessels,  17,852  tons. 

During  the  absence  of  lieutenant  Wilkes,  passed 
midshipman  James  M.  Gilliss  remains  in  charge  of 
the  depot  of  charts  and  nautical  and  mathematical 
instruments  at  Washiagton. 

[Army  Navy  Chronicle. 

Capital  punishment.  A late  law  magazine,  pub- 
lished in  London,  states  a curious  proof  of  the  inef- 
ficacy of  capital  punishment  to  deter  from  crime. 
In  the  life  of  judge  Buller,  it  mentions  that,  in  his 
early  professional  career,  he  was  one  uf  the  able 
counsel  who  defended  the  rev.  Dr.  Dodd,  who, 
notwithstanding  ten  thousand  persons  signed  the 
celebrated  petition  for  a pardon  to  the  king,  written 
by  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  was  executed  for  a forgery. 
The  singular  fact  is,  that  the  foreman  of  the  jury, 
who  was  most  eager  to  convict  Mr.  Buller’s  unfor- 
tunate client,  and  to  over-rule  the  more  compassion- 
ate feelings  of  his  brother  jurors,  should  himself 
have  been  tried  subsequently,  before  Mr.  Justice 
Buller,  for  forgery,  and  meeting  with  the  same  rigid 
justice  he  had  exacted — being  convicted. 

[Com.  Gaz. 
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